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ABSTRACT

-

Data collection for this research involved comprehensive, detailed semi-

disciplines during the 2006–2007 academic year at Memorial University of 
-

-

their choice of a liberal arts major, for most this choice did not dominate the 

RÉSUMÉ

Cette recherche a étudié le degré d’importance de l’éducation postsecondaire 
pour les femmes de Terre-Neuve habitant en milieu rural et inscrites au 

des données de cette recherche s’est faite au moyen d’entrevues biographiques 
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approfondies, détaillées et semi-structurées, réalisées avec des femmes en 

Memorial de Terre-Neuve, au cours de l’année académique 2006-2007. Pour 
analyser les données, les auteurs ont employé des théories de la connaissance 

ruralité et l’éducation postsecondaire. Les résultats obtenus chez les femmes 
interrogées indiquent que, en général, pour les femmes qui étudient en arts 

Neuve vivant en milieu rural agissent comme des forces qui, soit éloignent 
celles-ci de chez elles, soit les attirent vers leurs foyers, avec des répercussions 
plus ou moins variées. Bien que ces femmes fussent très satisfaites d’avoir 

-
foundland and Labrador, 2005). Earning a university degree is believed to contribute 

1 

-

2

-

-
ings, including employer preferences and geographic disparities in the labour market,3 

-

to determine the barriers that hold back students educationally and, subsequently, eco-

-

-
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ing parental levels of educational attainment, parental income and encouragement, and 
-

liberal arts undergraduate education4 

secondary education, including both social relations5 and culture.6

-

the needs and desires of those enrolled in liberal arts degrees in an economically margin-
alized region of Canada. 

RURALITY, GENDER, AND POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

-

-
dor, 2005) -

-

-

university over . Despite 

-
pared to their male counterparts. 

-

school plans of rural and urban and/or female and male high school students or gradu-

the place of education in the lives of students in relation to career plans or post–high 
-
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-

-

that the tendency to leave rural communities is linked to a lack of economic opportunities 

tend to be most represented in positions that are undervalued socially and economically 

-
ing that helped prevent them from participating in post-secondary education. 

-

-

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

-

-
-

the product of actual people situated in particular sites at particular times. And although 

-
ences, this research highlighted the importance of place and gender in constructing the 

-

 This research 
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-

-

implications of these questions?

METHODOLOGY

-
-
7 
-

-

-

-

assumed to have thought about the educational decisions they had made, as evidenced by 

-
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short time off before enrolling. 

-

John’s during the school year. 

-

capital. Population data are unavailable for Bell’s Cove, likely because of its small size. 
-
-

for logging and housed around 500 people. 

-

an only child. 
-

-

had some university education, but she dropped out to train as a hospital technician. 
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affected by the restructuring of resource-based industries and/or the cod moratorium. 

-

time after high school to save for university). 

-
scribed verbatim in their entirety. 

The theoretical approach outlined earlier in this paper facilitated an analysis of lan-
-
-

-

. Particular attention 

-

FINDINGS: SIGNIFICANCE OF A LIBERAL ARTS DEGREE  
FOR RURAL WOMEN
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Coming to University

University as expected.

-
-

majority of people in my family, like, my cousins and stuff, like, all of them have 

her brothers are doctors. 

-

-
-

9

-

-
-

-

Jennifer said:
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-

-

-

-
rol in university until they become parents themselves.

somebody. 

-

raising her children. 
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University as a time “for me.”

Marguerite) delayed their university enrolment to accept primary responsibility for child 

-
rolled in university, Marguerite felt the need to escape the stress of caring for her mother 

-

educational achievement and the stress of living life for others at home as motivators for 

her husband felt about her coming back to university, Elizabeth indicated that her hus-

-

both stated that people in their home communities questioned their motives. Colleen’s 
-

-

his insecurities.
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The primacy of males in rural Newfoundland? 

this theme, but it became apparent that university may be an appropriate post-high school 
-

-

-
-

Why Liberal Arts?

Personal academic inclinations.

-
-
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-

-

simply did not have an interest in the sciences or math. Regarding her decision to study 

-

-

-

affected, and students discouraged from pursuing particular subjects.  

Jennifer failed a required course and Colleen almost failed one of her required courses. 

-

-
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Gender stereotypes?

-

-

instrumental outlook on post-secondary education that transcends the images associated 

-
-
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Home and Away

Leaving home.

-

to live there. Joanna said that she had little desire to ever return to her home community, 
-

-
-

gossip, substance abuse, and a lack of diversity as major problems. The impact of gos-

-
trol, making community members’ personal characteristics and life and family histo-

-

freedom to be and think differently appeared to have played a role in Jennifer’s and 
Joanna’s decision to leave. 

-
-
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-

imagine. 

-

-



CJHE / RCES Volume 42, No. 3, 2012

Rural Newfoundland Women and Liberal Arts / M. Bourgeois & D. Kirby

-
possible for her to permanently return home.

privacy, quiet nature, close family, and the safety for their children. Colleen noted:

-

Elizabeth similarly articulated a strong attachment to her home community and to the 

-

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

-

and relations and constructions of place shape the meaning and value of post-secondary 

-

-
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combined to produce nuances in the meaning of post-secondary education for different 

-

-

and sciences in favour of liberal arts disciplines. And representations of the rural place 

-

-

-

-
cio-economic background and parental education level, the research does not indicate this 

-

increasing presence in undergraduate programs on the island, and despite the fact that 
-
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-

-

-

institutions outside the province could also be studied. This type of research could shed 

-

-

Although the small sample size and limited scope of this paper presents challenges for 

-

-
-

non-traditional gender models to rural students, and could encourage family participation 

of math and science in local schools, at early levels of education, and particularly in rural 
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in university, more attention needs to be focused on promoting post-secondary educa-

Alternatively, governments could provide access to funding for students attending uni-

NOTES

1 -
-

income premium for earning a university degree as compared to only completing high 

2  

-

3  

a direct correlation among these variables. Taken together, such research suggested 

utilization of 
 

-

higher levels of formal education in general may sometimes face challenging econom-
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-
-

man, 2006), are also important considerations. 
4  

-

-

5  

-
-

6  

-
-

ent composite of habits, meanings and practices that are located in the individual or 
in the environment, but a potentiality 

7  -

-

included 

 post-secondary education policy doc-
ument,  

 

9  Here the term  is used not to refer to a homogeneous and bounded entity, 
but to indicate shifting and dynamic sets of relationships that produce particular iden-
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