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This Data Point uses the High School Longitudinal Study of 2009 (HSLS:09), a national study of more than 23,000
ninth-graders and their school counselors in fall 2009. Student sample members answered surveys between 2009 and
2016. Sample members reported on whether the student met with a counselor about college during the 2012-13 school

year (most students’ 12th grade year).

Many factors affect students’ decisions to apply to postsecondary education (referred to as college in this Data Point).
Some of these are income, school engagement, and coursework.! High school counselors may help students choose
colleges and apply to them. Students who meet with a counselor about college could be more likely to attend college.?
Students whose parents did not attend college (first-generation college students) enroll in college at lower rates than
peers whose parents earned a college degree.? Counselors may help potential first-generation college students plan for
college. This Data Point compares high school students whose parents had not earned a college degree to those whose
parents earned associate’s degrees or higher. The report does not indicate a causal relationship between meeting with a
counselor and college attendance; further research is needed into the underlying mechanisms.*

What percentage of high school
students met with a counselor
about college? How does this vary
by parental education?

Around 47 percent of 2009 ninth-
graders were potential first-generation
college students, whose parents

had not earned a college degree
(supplemental table 1). Students whose
parents did not hold a college degree
met with a counselor at a lower rate
than students whose parents had
completed college. Figure 1 shows
that 72 percent of students whose
parents did not hold college degrees
met with a counselor, compared to

76 and 82 percent of students whose
parents held associate’s degrees

and bachelor’s degrees or higher,
respectively.

Students whose parents had a high
school degree or less met with

a counselor at a lower rate than
students whose parents earned a
an associate’s degree or bachelor’s
degree or higher.

FIGURE 1. Meetings with high school counselors: Percentage of students
who met with a counselor about college in 2012-13, by parental
education level
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NOTE: High school or less includes high school diploma or General Educational
Development (GED). GED is an alternative path to attaining a high school credential.
Respondents who did not know whether they met with a counselor are excluded from the
analyses. These represent approximately 8 percent of weighted cases.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, High
School Longitudinal Study of 2009 (HSLS:09) Base year, First Follow-up, and 2013 Update.

To learn more about the data collection used in this report, visit https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hsls09/hsls09_data.asp.
For questions about content or to view this report online, go to https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2023-097.
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Did college attendance rates
vary by meeting with counselors
in high school and parental
education?

About 77 percent of students
attended college within 3 years after
graduation (table 2). Eighty-three
percent of students who met with

a counselor had attended college,
compared to 60 percent of those
who did not (Figure 2).

About 74 percent of students whose
parents did not have a college degree
who met with a counselor about
college attended college. The college
attendance rate was 49 percent for
students whose parents did not
have a college degree and who did
not meet with a counselor. This is a
difference of 25 percentage points
between students who met with a
counselor and those who did not.
For students whose parents held

FIGURE 2. Counselor meetings and college enrollment: Percentage of
students who attended college within 3 years of high school graduation,
by parental education level and whether students met with a high school

counselor about college in 2012-13
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NOTE: High school or less includes high school diploma or General Educational
Development (GED). GED is an alternative path to attaining a high school credential.
Respondents who did not know whether they met with a counselor are excluded from the
analyses. These represent approximately 8 percent of weighted cases.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, High
School Longitudinal Study of 2009 (HSLS:09) Base year, First Follow-up, 2013 Update, and

Second Follow-up.

an associate’s degree and who met
with a counselor, 85 percent had
attended college. This is higher than
the 69 percent college attendance
rate of students whose parents held
associate’s degrees and who did
not meet with a counselor. This is a
difference of 17 percentage points.
Moreover, for students whose
parents held bachelor’s degrees

or higher and who met with a
counselor, 94 percent had attended
college. This is higher than the

81 percent college attendance rate
of students whose parents held
bachelor’s degrees or higher and
who did not meet with a counselor.
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4 Users are encouraged to access HSLS:09
and conduct their own analyses via the

NCES DataLab: https://nces.ed.gov/datalab.

This National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Data Point presents information on education topics of current interest. It was authored by Tara Adam
and Catharine Warner-Griffin of AnLar, LLC. Data are from samples with margins of error. To see if estimates differ when margins of error are considered,
statistical tests need to be done. Some apparent differences in estimates cannot be said to be different once these tests are used. All stated differences are
statistically different at the .05 level. No tests were made for multiple comparisons. Efforts were also made to limit the effects of errors not related to sampling.


https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2023-097
https://nces.ed.gov/datalab




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		1. IES-Data-Point_HS-Counselor-Meetings_08022023_508.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



