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UNESCO - a global leader in education
Education is UNESCO’s top priority because it
is a basic human right and the foundation for
peace and sustainable development. UNESCO
is the United Nations’ specialized agency for
education, providing global and regional
leadership to drive progress, strengthening
the resilience and capacity of national systems
to serve all learners and responding to
contemporary global challenges through
transformative learning, with special focus on
gender equality and Africa across all actions.

The Global Education 2030 Agenda
UNESCO, as the United Nations’ specialized
agency for education, is entrusted to lead and
coordinate the Education 2030 Agenda, which
is part of a global movement to eradicate
poverty through 17 Sustainable Development
Goals by 2030. Education, essential to achieve
all of these goals, has its own dedicated Goal
4, which aims to “ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all”. The
Education 2030 Framework for Action
provides guidance for the implementation of
this ambitious goal and commitments.
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The UNESCO-UNEVOC TVET Country Profiles aim to provide concise, reliable and up-to-date
information on TVET systems worldwide. Dynamic TVET diagrams illustrate education systems and
the role of TVET at a glance. Statistical data can easily be compared across countries. Please help
us improve the profiles by using the feedback form.

ABOUT THIS PROFILE

This profile has been compiled by UNESCO-UNEVOC in 2021. Last update in April 2021.

Please use our update form  to inform us of any issues or submit updates. Thank you for helping
to improve this service. 
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Uq5PHbM5-kuwswIpVrERlEVxwqplbh1Kmj28TroeVmdUNlVXRVRKRkdLUlozU1hUT1BPWlBaVFRTNSQlQCN0PWcu


Vocational education
  

Secondary education

Upper secondary education (ISCED 3)

Tertiary education (ISCED 5)

KEY STATISTICS

Vocational education

Enrolment in secondary
vocational, both sexes
(number)

2.6 thousand

Of which female (%)

-

SDG4

Participation in education
and training in the
previous year

-

Participation in vocational
education (youth)

-

General education

Net Enrolment Rate,
secondary education,
male (%)

59.9%

For female students

65%

Education finance

Government expenditure
on education (% of total)

10.1%

On vocational education
(% of total)

-

Socio-economic

GDP (current USD)

11.2 billion

GDP growth (annual %)

13.7%

Labour Market

Unemployment (%)

13.2%

Unemployment, youth (%,
modeled ILO estimate)

30.8%

Literacy

Youth literacy rate,
population 15-24 years,
both sexes (%)

-

Labor force participation
rate, total (% of total…
population ages 15-24)
(modeled ILO estimate)50.9%

Demography

Total Population

396.9 thousand

Population aged 15-24
years (%)

16.8%

Enrolment in secondary vocational, both
sexes (number)
Source: World Bank / UIS

 

Percentage of students who are female (%)
Source: World Bank / UIS

 

Students enrolled in vocational programmes,
both sexes (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Percentage of students who are female (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Population with at least short-cycle tertiary
degree, both sexes (%). ISCED 5
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Population with at least short-cycle tertiary
degree, female (%). ISCED 5
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Bahamas

2.6
thousand

(1976)

-

0
(2018)

0
(2018)

-

27
(2010)
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SDG4
  

Target 4.3.1 - Participation of youth and adults in formal and non-formal education and training in the previous 12
months.

Target 4.3.3 - Participation in technical and vocational programmes, 15-24 year-olds.

General education
  

Primary education (ISCED 1)

Secondary education, all programs

Higher secondary (ISCED-3)

Both sexes (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Male (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Female (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Both sexes (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Male (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Female (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Gross Enrolment Rate (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Students who are female (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Net Enrolment Rate, secondary education,
male (%)
Source: World Bank / UIS

 

Net Enrolment Rate, secondary education,
female (%)
Source: World Bank / UIS

 

Gross Enrolment Rate (%)
Source: World Bank / UIS

 

Percentage of students who are female (%)
Source: World Bank / UIS

 

Gross Enrolment Rate (%)
Source: World Bank / UIS

 

Bahamas

-

-

-

-

-

-

Bahamas

96.1
(2006)

94.5
(2006)

59.9
(2018)

65
(2018)

76.9
(2013)

78.9
(2013)

68.3
(2018)
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Tertiary education (ISCED 5-8)

Education finance
  

Government expenditure

Socio-economic
  

Gross Domestic Product

By sector

Students who are female (%)
Source: World Bank / UIS

 

Gross Enrolment Rate
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Students who are female (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Expenditure (% of total)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Expenditure on vocational education (% of
total government expenditure)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

GDP (current USD)
Source: World Bank

 

GDP growth (annual %)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

GDP per capita (current USD)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Agriculture, value added (% GDP)
Source: World Bank

 

Industry, value added (% GDP)
Source: World Bank

 

Services, value added (% GDP)
Source: World Bank

 

71.5
(2018)

15.1
(1995)

22.1
(1995)

Bahamas

10.1
(2021)

-

Bahamas

11.2
billion

(2021)

13.7
(2021)

28,239.4
(2021)

0.5
(2021)

1.7
(2021)

78.6
(2021)
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Labour Market
  

Employment

Gender-wise Employment Indicators

Labor force participation rate (% of total pop.
ages 15+)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Labor force participation rate (% of total
population ages 15-24)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Vulnerable employment, total (%)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Youth unemployment (%)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Unemployment, male (% of male labor force)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Unemployment, female (% of female labor
force)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Unemployment, youth male (% of male labor
force ages 15-24)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Unemployment, youth female (% of female
labor force ages 15-24)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Labor force participation rate, male (%)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Labor force participation rate, female (%)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Labor force participation rate, male (% of
male population aged 15-24)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Labor force participation rate, female (% of
female population aged 15-24)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Vulnerable employment, male (% of male
employment)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Vulnerable employment, female (% of female
employment)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Youth unemployment, male (%)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Bahamas

68.4
(2021)

50.9
(2021)

9.3
(2019)

-

13
(2021)

13.4
(2021)

27.5
(2021)

35.6
(2021)

71.5
(2021)

65.6
(2021)

60.7
(2021)

41.1
(2021)

13.9
(2019)

4.2
(2019)

-
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Employment, Sectoral Indicators

Literacy
  

Literacy

Youth unemployment, female (%)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Employment in agriculture (%)
Source: World Development Indicators

 

Employment in agriculture, male (% of male
employment)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Employment in agriculture, female (% of
female employment)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Employment in services (%)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Employment in services, male (% of male
employment)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Employment in services, female (% of female
employment)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Employment in industry (%)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Employment in industry, male (% of male
employment)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Employment in industry, female (% of female
employment)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Self-employed (%)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Self-employed, male (% of male
employment) (Modeled ILO Estimate)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Self-employed, female (% of female
employment) (Modeled ILO Estimate)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

Youth literacy rate, population 15-24 years,
both sexes (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Labor force participation rate (% of total
population ages 15-24)
Source: World Bank / ILOSTAT

 

-

2.2
(2019)

3.9
(2019)

0.3
(2019)

83.3
(2019)

71.2
(2019)

71.2
(2019)

14.5
(2019)

25
(2019)

2.9
(2019)

15.2
(2019)

22.8
(2019)

22.8
(2019)

Bahamas

-

50.9
(2021)

Dynamic TVET Country Profile - Bahamas

8



Demography
  

Population

Total Population
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Population aged 15-24 years (thousands)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Population aged 15-24 years (%)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Population growth (annual, %)
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics

 

Population ages 65 and above (%)
Source:World Bank

 

Median Age of Population
Source: UNDESA

 

Bahamas

396.9
thousand

(2021)

66.1
(2019)

16.8
(2019)

0.9
(2021)

-

32.3
(2020)

Dynamic TVET Country Profile - Bahamas

9



TVET institutions and responsible ministry

National Qualifications Framework

FORMAL EDUCATION SYSTEM

General/academic
Vocational/professional

ISCED 1

ISCED 2

ISCED 3

ISCED 4

ISCED 5-8

Primary Education

Lower Secondary Education

Upper Secondary Education

Sixth Form
Education Technical/Vocational prog.

Tertiary Education
Certificates / Diplomas /

Associate Degree / Degrees

Compulsory education: 12 years

Compiled by UNESCO-UNEVOC International Centre in 2021. For detailed insights on the education
system of the Bahamas, please see ISCED Mappings | UNESCO UIS .

See the online version of the profile for more details on each item

Vocational Schools

55
(2017)

Ministry of Education,
Science and Technology

The Bahamas do not have a National Qualifications Framework.
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NON-FORMAL TVET
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KEY TVET POLICY DOCUMENTS

Bahamas Technical and Vocational Institute Act
2010

An act to provide for the incorporation of the Bahamas technical and vocational institute, its
governance, control and administration by a board.

Education Act 
2001
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GOVERNANCE
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FURTHER RESOURCES
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UNEVOC NETWORK MEMBERS

University of The Bahamas

A Bahamian national university which is
respected locally, regionally and
internationally for its excellence in
teaching, research and service and for
its ability to support sustainable…
development and prosperity. University
of The Bahamas is a publicly-supported
university providing excellent and
accessible higher education to students
across the nation and internationally.
UB offers a broad range of
undergraduate programmes and
promotes life-long learning through
personal, professional and
development programmes. UB will
offer graduate research programmes in
areas where excellence can be achieved
by virtue of the environment in which it
exists. UB prepares students to
participate fully in the social, cultural,
political, economic and spiritual life of
their communities and the wider world
of which we are all citizens. UB
embraces partnerships, both nationally
and internationally, with other
institutions and community groups that
share our commitment to creating and
sharing knowledge and education for a
better world. The University of The
Bahamas will be the nation’s primary
resource for research & innovation and
community engagement. It will meet
the educational aspirations of its
students and nurture their creativity. It
will promote the values of learning,
leadership and service.   The mission of
the University shall be to advance and
expand access to higher education,
promote academic freedom, drive
national development and build
character through teaching, learning,
research, scholarship and service <i>
(Article 4, University of The Bahamas
Act, 2016) </i>

�
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https://unevoc.unesco.org/home/Explore+the+UNEVOC+Network/lang=en/centre=342


TVET Country Profiles

The UNESCO-UNEVOC TVET Country Profiles are an online service.
They aim to provide concise, reliable and up-to-date information
on TVET systems worldwide, including key statistical data which
can be compared across countries, major TVET policy documents,
and information on governance of TVET. Dynamic diagrams
illustrate education systems at a glance, aligned with ISCED levels.

Use the QR code to access this country profile online

Stay in touch

unevoc@unesco.org UNESCO-UNEVOC
International Centre for
Technical and Vocational
Education and Training
Platz der Vereinten Nationen 1
53113 Bonn
Germany

www.unesco.org/unevoc

@unevoc

unesco.unevoc.international
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