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Dual enrollment courses provide

students with the opportunity to

access advanced learning experiences,

earn high school and college credit

simultaneously, and possibly lower

their tuition burden toward a postsecondary degree. State

policymaker interest in dual enrollment is driven by its potential to

smooth transitions between high school and college, increase

college persistence and completion rates, and reduce college

costs.

Education Commission of the States researched dual/concurrent

enrollment policies in all states to provide this comprehensive

resource. Data is provided by program within each state. This

resource includes policy found in statutes, regulations and other

state policy documents and guidelines, as of May 2022. It does not

re�ect local implementation or practice.

In this resource, a dual/concurrent enrollment program is de�ned

as a program that is offered in the majority of high schools within a

state and allows high school students to take individual courses for

dual or postsecondary credit. Therefore, it excludes programs

requiring participating students to take a prescribed set of courses
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or to complete a particular credential. It also excludes programs

that can only be accessed through a speci�c type of school, such

as early/middle college high schools.

Data in this resource is divided into �ve sections: program basics;

access, including state policies on student access to programs;

courses, including state policies on course offerings and

limitations; �nance, including state policies on program �nance;

and quality, including state policies on quality assurance

mechanisms associated with the program.

Click on the questions below for 50-State Comparisons showing

how all states approach speci�c dual/concurrent enrollment

policies. To view a speci�c state’s approach across all policy areas,

visit the individual state pro�les  page.

50-State Comparisons

Dual enrollment (all data points for all states)

Program Basics

�. What is the name of the statewide dual enrollment program?

�. What is the most recent/updated legislative reference

establishing the program?

�. What is the link to the program website?

�. Where can students access the courses offered through this

program?

Access

�. Is every high school required to participate in this program?

�. Postsecondary Participation Requirements.

Which types of postsecondary institutions are allowed to

participate in this program?

Which, if any, state postsecondary institutions are required

to participate in this program?

Are out-of-state providers eligible to be postsecondary

partners in this program?

�. Student Eligibility Requirements.

Does the program have statewide student eligibility criteria?

What are the student eligibility criteria for this program?
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�. Are all eligible students/parents required to be noti�ed of this

program?

�. Advising Requirements.

Is student advising required for students who participate in

this program?

What types of advising must be made available to students?

��. Incentives for Underserved Students.

Are incentives provided to encourage participation by

underserved student groups?

What types of incentives are provided?

Which student groups are targeted for incentives?

Courses

��. Does this program allow students to take postsecondary

developmental or remedial courses for dual credit?

��. Does this program allow students to take postsecondary

career technical education courses for dual credit?

��. Are there any restrictions on the number of postsecondary

credits high school students can earn through this program?

Finance

��. Who contributes to paying for student costs of tuition for

this program?

��. Who receives state funds to support the tuition costs of this

program?

��. Does the state prescribe a rate or an amount for tuition that

institutions charge students, districts or the state for this

program?

��. Are institutions allowed to charge fees beyond tuition for

this program?

Quality

��. What are the instructor quali�cation requirements for this

program?

��. Credit Requirements.

Does a student completing a course through this program

earn high school credit, postsecondary credit or both?
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Which public postsecondary institutions in the state accept

credits earned through this program?

If the state has a statewide transfer/articulation agreement,

does it include credits earned through this program?

��. Data Reporting Requirements.

Does state policy specify annual reporting requirements of

student data to the state for this program?

Who is responsible for reporting data for this program?

Does state policy specify the use of data collected for this

program?

Key Takeaways

48 states and the District of Columbia have state-level dual

enrollment policies.

28 states have established multiple dual enrollment programs

through state policy; 21 states have established two programs; 5

states have established three programs; 2 states have

established four programs.

27 states require secondary and/or postsecondary partners to

notify students and parents of at least one of their state-level

dual enrollment programs.

41 states speci�ed student eligibility criteria for at least one of

their dual enrollment programs through state policy. The most

common categories of speci�ed student eligibility criteria were

the grade level of the student (33 states); meeting the

postsecondary institution’s entrance requirements (26 states);

having a recommendation from a school of�cial (19 states).

42 states speci�ed instructor quali�cation requirements for at

least one of their dual enrollment programs through state policy.

The most common categories of speci�ed instructor

quali�cation requirements were meeting the postsecondary

institution’s faculty requirements (29 states); meeting

institutional accreditor requirements (15 states); having a

graduate degree (9 states).

Related Resources

State Education Policy Tracking

https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/dual-concurrent-enrollment-2022-22
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/dual-concurrent-enrollment-2022-23
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/dual-concurrent-enrollment-2022-data
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/dual-concurrent-enrollment-2022-24a
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/dual-concurrent-enrollment-2022-24b
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/dual-concurrent-enrollment-2022-24c
https://www.ecs.org/state-education-policy-tracking/


a PUBLISHED: June 21, 2022

p AUTHOR(S): Carlos Jamieson, Chris

Duncombe, Lauren Bloomquist,

Sharmila Mann, Tom Keily

c RESOURCE TYPE: 50-State

Comparison

u EDUCATION LEVEL: High School,

Postsecondary

l STATE(S): Nationwide

Accountability Assessment Finance

Governance Standards & Curriculum

Students & Families Teachers & Leaders Transitions

Prioritizing Equity in Dual Enrollment

STEM Dual Enrollment: Model Policy Components

Rethinking Dual Enrollment to Reach More Students

s MORE ON THIS ISSUE

Education Commission of the States is the trusted source for

comprehensive knowledge and unbiased resources on education

policy issues ranging from early learning through postsecondary

education.

d SUBSCRIBE

Subscribe to our publications and stay informed.

k REQUEST ASSISTANCE

Need more information? Contact one of our policy experts.

https://www.ecs.org/ecsauth/carlos-jamieson/
https://www.ecs.org/ecsauth/chris-duncombe/
https://www.ecs.org/ecsauth/lauren-bloomquist/
https://www.ecs.org/ecsauth/sharmila-mann/
https://www.ecs.org/ecsauth/tom-keily/
https://www.ecs.org/doctype/50-state-comparison/
https://www.ecs.org/level/high-school/
https://www.ecs.org/level/postsecondary/
https://www.ecs.org/?s=&fwp_states=nationwide
https://www.ecs.org/issue/accountability/
https://www.ecs.org/issue/assessment/
https://www.ecs.org/issue/finance/
https://www.ecs.org/issue/governance/
https://www.ecs.org/issue/standards-curriculum/
https://www.ecs.org/issue/students-families/
https://www.ecs.org/issue/teaching-quality/
https://www.ecs.org/issue/transitions/
https://www.ecs.org/prioritizing-equity-in-dual-enrollment/
https://www.ecs.org/stem-dual-enrollment-model-policy-components/
https://www.ecs.org/rethinking-dual-enrollment-to-reach-more-students/
https://www.ecs.org/communications/newsletters/
https://www.ecs.org/convene-counsel/request-assistance/


Contact Us Terms of Use

©2023 Education Commission of the States.

All Rights Reserved.

SUBSCRIBE

i n g h

https://www.ecs.org/convene-counsel/request-assistance/
https://www.ecs.org/terms-of-use/
https://www.ecs.org/communications/newsletters/
https://twitter.com/edcommission
https://www.linkedin.com/company/education-commission-of-the-states
https://www.facebook.com/edcommission
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL49o7svaIC-lxWHfvhfyFg

