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Here are some of the outcomes of our policy advocacy in 2020:

In 2020, legislators and advocates faced a massive public health crisis and economic
freefall in the middle of the regular legislative session. Many important bills that
would have advanced the well-being of Colorado children and families were lost.
However, legislators returned to the Capitol to make incredibly difficult decisions to
help families respond to, and recover from, the pandemic. Here are the results that
we championed and supported.

It is now easier to recruit and retain early childhood educators
and support early childhood mental health. The Colorado Child Care Assistance
Program (CCCAP) received a $5.6 million increase to support access to quality
early care and education for working families. With the passage of Proposition EE,
Colorado will have universal preschool beginning in fall of 2023.

Health: Colorado continued a federal fee on health insurance carriers that
expired at the federal level at the end of 2020.This fee will help to reduce
premiums, increase tax credits for insurance subsidies and cover people left out
of the system—including Coloradans without proper documentation. Despite
a very tough budget situation, the Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+) received a
necessary $26.2 million increase to ensure children and pregnant people do not
lose coverage during the health crisis. Advocates secured regulatory guardrails
around a Medicaid program to bundle maternity payments - helping to protect
maternity services for pregnant people of color in Colorado.

Colorado maintained or made new progress on school funding despite the
pandemic’s impact on state revenues. The School Finance Act established a
framework to reduced taxpayer inequality between school districts over time,
and the passage of Amendment B (repealing the Gallagher Amendment) will
help stabilize K-12 funding. We also protected funding for full-day kindergarten,
Breakfast After the Bell, and recent expansions of free lunch to students.

The COVID Implications Stakeholder work group met and reviewed the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting disruption to the 2019-20 school year.
The group made recommendations to pause accountability, accreditation, and the
use of student measures for educator evaluations during the 2020-21 school year.

Family Economic Security: Colorado is using federal funds to ensure that
families enrolled in the TANF program, who are experiencing extreme poverty,
receive additional money in their pockets as soon as possible to help weather the
immediate effects of the crisis caused by the COVID-19 outbreak.

Increased fairness in our tax code by closing or means-testing certain deductions
and expanding the state Earned Income Tax Credit will allow working families who
file taxes using an ITIN number to have better access to the EITC.
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COLORADO CHILDREN’S CAMPAIGN

EVERY CHANCE for EVERY CHILD

Letter from the President & CEO, Kelly Causey

The Colorado Children’s Campaign began 2020 with a renewed
enthusiasm and vision for ways to improve the lives of Colorado
kids. With an election on the horizon, the new year ushered in a
greater opportunity to meet the mark for children and families as
we continued our work towards realizing every chance for every
child in Colorado.

Then, the Coronavirus Pandemic happened. Like everyone else,
we were forced to quickly change gears and reorganize our work.
In what felt like a matter of moments, everything we had worked
on for weeks, months, or even years was brought to a halt, as we
shifted our priorities to the rapidly growing economic and health
problems that our communities began facing.

Despite the numerous challenges 2020 presented, our team was
able to adjust to working and collaborating remotely and continued
to effectively fight for what is right for every child. Some of our
biggest wins for kids included voter approval of a statewide ballot
initiative to create a universal Pre-K program (Proposition EE), the
creation of a new family and medical leave program (Proposition
18), and the repealing of the Gallagher amendment, which helped
to avoid an even worse financial crisis for public schools.

February 2020 Colorado
Children’s Campaign
Lunch and Learn Series.

We have continued to advance our mission of integrating the
values of diversity, equity, and inclusion in our work. Especially as
the pandemic has exacerbated inequality in numerous ways, we
seek to prioritize children who face the most barriers to success
and wellbeing due to racist policies and systems.

We are proud of these successes and more that emerged in a
year of immense struggle for so many Coloradans. Moving
forward, we hope to continue to advocate for the development
and implementation of data-driven public policies that improve
child well-being in health, education and early childhood. In this
report, | am excited to share our accomplishments from 2020, and
we thank you for your continued support in helping us meet the
moment for Colorado kids.




Colorado Children’s Campaign by the Numbers

2020 Financial Snapshot
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