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     Georgia has 131 degree-granting higher education institutions, which represent 2.7% of all such institutions in the United 
States.  These institutions enrolled a total of 531,578 students as of fall 2015 (457,067 of which are studying at the 
undergraduate level and 74,511 at the graduate level).  The fall 2015 figure is an increase of 51,136 students (or 10.6%) from 
the number enrolled in the fall of 2012.
     Among the total student body, 151,450 (126,156 undergraduates and 25,294 graduate students) were taking at least one 
course at a distance.  This is 28.5% of the enrolled student body, which is lower than the national average rate of 29.7%.  The 
number of students taking distance education courses in the state increased by 31,705 (or 26.5%) between fall 2012 and fall 
2015.  This is higher than the national level of growth of 11.0%.
     61,838 students in Georgia are taking all of their courses at a distance, made up of 43,557 undergraduates and 18,281 
graduates. This represents 11.6% of all students enrolled in the state, a rate that is lower than the national average of 14.3%.  
A total of 44,918 (or 72.6% of these exclusively online students) live in Georgia, the remainder come from outside of the 
state.  This rate is higher than the national in-state average of 55.1%.
     The number of students that take any of their courses on campus, including those who take all of their courses on 
campus and those who take a mix of on-campus and distance courses, is 469,740, or 88.4% of the total student enrollment in 
Georgia. This number represents an increase in proportion on campus from the four years prior (90.1% from 433,091 
students in 2012). The -1.8% rate is a larger change than the national 1.7% decrease.
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Distribution of State Institutions

Distribution of Total Student Enrollment

On-Campus Students
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Distribution of Distance Student Enrollment

Enrollment Trends

Exclusively Distance Student Locations
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Overall Enrollment in Georgia

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 University of Georgia 36,130 27,547 8,583 Public

2 Georgia State University 32,058 25,140 6,918 Public

3 Georgia Institute of Technology-Main Campus 25,034 15,142 9,892 Public

4 Georgia Perimeter College 21,088 21,088 0 Public

5 Georgia Southern University 20,459 17,963 2,496 Public

6 Emory University 13,788 6,867 6,921 Private not-for-profit

7 University of West Georgia 12,834 10,753 2,081 Public

8 Savannah College of Art and Design 11,861 9,611 2,250 Private not-for-profit

9 Georgia Gwinnett College 11,468 11,468 0 Public

10 Valdosta State University 11,302 8,796 2,506 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Georgia Institute of Technology-Main Campus 21,557 25,034 3,477 Public
2 Georgia Gwinnett College 9,397 11,468 2,071 Public
3 University of Georgia 34,519 36,130 1,611 Public
4 University of West Georgia 11,769 12,834 1,065 Public
5 Savannah College of Art and Design 11,064 11,861 797 Private not-for-profit
6 Truett-McConnell College 1,339 2,017 678 Private not-for-profit
7 Chamberlain College of Nursing-Georgia 381 1,028 647 Private for-profit
8 Strayer University-Georgia 5,558 6,094 536 Private for-profit
9 Georgia College and State University 6,444 6,889 445 Public

10 North Georgia Technical College 2,369 2,665 296 Public

Distance Enrollment in Georgia

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 South University - Savannah Online 10,781 6,875 3,906 Private for-profit
2 Georgia Perimeter College 8,456 8,456 0 Public
3 University of West Georgia 6,025 4,445 1,580 Public
4 Georgia State University 5,863 5,109 754 Public
5 Georgia Southern University 5,725 4,265 1,460 Public
6 Strayer University-Georgia 4,932 3,623 1,309 Private for-profit
7 Valdosta State University 4,103 2,521 1,582 Public
8 Chattahoochee Technical College 3,823 3,823 0 Public
9 Georgia Institute of Technology-Main Campus 3,736 464 3,272 Public

10 Columbus State University 3,384 2,470 914 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Georgia Institute of Technology-Main Campus 811 3,736 2,925 Public
2 Georgia State University 3,448 5,863 2,415 Public
3 University of Georgia 730 2,232 1,502 Public
4 Georgia College and State University 585 1,833 1,248 Public
5 Strayer University-Georgia 3,851 4,932 1,081 Private for-profit
6 Valdosta State University 3,049 4,103 1,054 Public
7 Georgia Highlands College 933 1,834 901 Public
8 Mercer University 745 1,508 763 Private not-for-profit
9 University of West Georgia 5,346 6,025 679 Public

10 Georgia Southern University 5,124 5,725 601 Public
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Top 10 Institutions by Total Numbers of Students - 2015

Top 10 Institutions by Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment - 2015


