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     Colorado has 91 degree-granting higher education institutions, which represent 1.9% of all such institutions in the United 
States.  These institutions enrolled a total of 352,209 students as of fall 2015 (293,587 of which are studying at the 
undergraduate level and 58,622 at the graduate level).  The fall 2015 figure is a decrease of 11,353 students (or -3.1%) from 
the number enrolled in the fall of 2012.
     Among the total student body, 114,448 (90,004 undergraduates and 24,444 graduate students) were taking at least one 
course at a distance.  This is 32.5% of the enrolled student body, which is higher than the national average rate of 29.7%.  
The number of students taking distance education courses in the state increased by 6,460 (or 6.0%) between fall 2012 and fall 
2015.  This is lower than the national level of growth of 11.0%.
     73,745 students in Colorado are taking all of their courses at a distance, made up of 53,636 undergraduates and 20,109 
graduates. This represents 20.9% of all students enrolled in the state, a rate that is higher than the national average of 14.3%.  
A total of 29,078 (or 39.4% of these exclusively online students) live in Colorado, the remainder come from outside of the 
state.  This rate is lower than the national in-state average of 55.1%.
     The number of students that take any of their courses on campus, including those who take all of their courses on 
campus and those who take a mix of on-campus and distance courses, is 278,464, or 79.1% of the total student enrollment in 
Colorado. This number represents a decrease in proportion on campus from the four years prior (80.0% from 290,835 
students in 2012). The -0.9% rate is a smaller change than the national 1.7% decrease.
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Distribution of State Institutions

Distribution of Total Student Enrollment

On-Campus Students
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Distribution of Distance Student Enrollment

Enrollment Trends

Exclusively Distance Student Locations

Colorado 3

31% 

9% 
60% 

CONTROL

Private for-profit
Private not-for-profit
Public

22% 

78% 

TYPE

2 to 4-year
4-year or more

4% 11% 

26% 

19% 

40% 

SIZE

Under 1,000
1,000 - 4,999
5,000 - 9,999
10,000 - 19,999
20,000 and above

22% 

4% 

20% 
47% 

7% 0% 
CARNEGIE

Associate's College
Baccalaureate College
Doctoral University
Master's College
Specialized
Unassigned

293,587298,666302,542306,132

58,62259,23558,60857,430

2015201420132012

TOTAL STUDENTS
Undergraduate Graduate

53,63654,07052,94353,339

20,10921,24819,88519,388

2015201420132012

EXCLUSIVELY DISTANCE
Undergraduate Graduate

90,00488,50385,38785,615

24,44424,55223,12722,373

2015201420132012

ANY DISTANCE
Undergraduate Graduate

32.5% 31.6% 30.0% 29.7% 

0% 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100% 

2015201420132012

PERCENT DISTANCE

40% 

59% 

1% 
2015

Same State
Different State
Outside US

29,07829,54228,41629,147

42,81043,07141,00441,211

841	1,004	907	1,020	

2015201420132012

Same	State Different	State Outside	US



Overall Enrollment in Colorado

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 University of Colorado Boulder 33,056 27,142 5,914 Public

2 Colorado State University-Fort Collins 30,614 23,917 6,697 Public

3 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 23,671 14,036 9,635 Public

4 Colorado Technical University-Online 22,757 19,822 2,935 Private for-profit

5 Metropolitan State University of Denver 20,676 20,186 490 Public

6 Front Range Community College 18,747 18,747 0 Public

7 Pikes Peak Community College 13,311 13,311 0 Public

8 University of Northern Colorado 12,216 9,430 2,786 Public

9 University of Colorado Colorado Springs 11,988 9,970 2,018 Public

10 University of Denver 11,797 5,758 6,039 Private not-for-profit

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Colorado State University-Global Campus 5,258 9,838 4,580 Public
2 Colorado Christian University 3,917 6,879 2,962 Private not-for-profit
3 University of Colorado Colorado Springs 10,612 11,988 1,376 Public
4 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 22,396 23,671 1,275 Public
5 University of Colorado Boulder 31,945 33,056 1,111 Public
6 Aspen University 1,189 2,145 956 Private for-profit
7 Colorado State University-Pueblo 6,805 7,563 758 Public
8 Intellitec College-Colorado Springs 299 762 463 Private for-profit
9 Rocky Mountain College of Art and Design 658 1,096 438 Private for-profit

10 Western State Colorado University 2,301 2,722 421 Public

Distance Enrollment in Colorado

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 Colorado Technical University-Online 22,757 19,822 2,935 Private for-profit
2 Colorado State University-Global Campus 9,838 7,195 2,643 Public
3 Colorado State University-Fort Collins 7,672 5,001 2,671 Public
4 Metropolitan State University of Denver 6,953 6,819 134 Public
5 Front Range Community College 5,750 5,750 0 Public
6 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 5,545 3,222 2,323 Public
7 Pikes Peak Community College 4,506 4,506 0 Public
8 Regis University 4,196 2,024 2,172 Private not-for-profit
9 Arapahoe Community College 3,766 3,766 0 Public

10 University of Northern Colorado 3,059 2,026 1,033 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Colorado State University-Global Campus 5,258 9,838 4,580 Public
2 Colorado State University-Fort Collins 3,591 7,672 4,081 Public
3 University of Colorado Boulder 1,608 2,735 1,127 Public
4 Rocky Mountain College of Art and Design 106 1,096 990 Private for-profit
5 Aspen University 1,189 2,145 956 Private for-profit
6 Colorado Christian University 2,037 2,904 867 Private not-for-profit
7 University of Colorado Colorado Springs 2,134 2,870 736 Public
8 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 4,835 5,545 710 Public
9 University of Denver 1,288 1,940 652 Private not-for-profit

10 Pueblo Community College 1,514 2,163 649 Public
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Top 10 Institutions by Total Numbers of Students - 2015

Top 10 Institutions by Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment - 2015


