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The Student Transi on Project (STP) has collected eleven 

years of grade 12 and post‐secondary enrollment data, 

since its incep on in 2003.  This informa on is used to 

track student transi ons from grade 12 gradua on into 

post‐secondary educa on, student mobility between 

post‐secondary ins tu ons and post‐secondary 

creden al comple ons.   

Each year, the STP provides a Student Transi ons Matrix1 

showing the number and propor on of students who 

first enroll in the B.C. public post‐secondary educa on 

system in each academic year a er grade 12 gradua on 

(see Figure 1).  This matrix also provides the cumula ve 

propor on of each gradua on cohort that enrolled in a 

B.C. public post‐secondary ins tu on within one, two, 

three or as many as ten years.  

While the majority of students (50% to 53%) who enroll 

in the B.C. public post‐secondary educa on system do so 

Research Results from the Student Transi ons Project 

immediately a er grade 12 gradua on, a further 10% to 

12% enroll a er one year,  5% wait two years and then in 

each subsequent year, a progressively smaller propor on 

of students (3% or fewer) enroll.  The STP con nues to 

measure and report these rates every year for planning 

purposes. 

Nearly 78% of B.C. grade 12 graduates from the 

2002/2003 gradua on cohort enrolled in B.C. public post

‐secondary educa on within ten years of gradua on (by 

academic year 2012/2013). Previous research has shown 

that roughly 6% of grade 12 graduates enroll in B.C. 

private ins tu ons and other public and private 

ins tu ons outside of B.C within one year of grade 12 

gradua on.  Therefore, it is es mated that at least 85% 

of the grade 12 graduates of 2002/03 have enrolled in 

some post‐secondary educa on by 2012/2013.  

 

1. The Student Transi ons Matrix provides the number of grade 12 graduates and the % of the gradua on cohort who enrolled in B.C. public post‐secondary educa on for the 
first me, by year of first entry to B.C. public post‐secondary educa on.  It includes enrolment in academic, developmental, con nuing educa on or Adult Basic Educa on 
programs/courses in B.C. public post‐secondary ins tu ons.  These matrices are also available for each of the regions in B.C. on the STP public web site at:                                      
h p://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/student_transi ons/documents/regional‐transi on‐matrices.pdf  

Figure 1:  Student Transi on Matrix – Number of Student Transi ons from Grade 12 Gradua on to B.C. Public Post‐
Secondary Educa on in Each Academic Year  



Student Transi ons Project Highlights  May 2014 

2 | P a g e  S t u d e n t  T r a n s i o n s  P r o j e c t  

2. The propor on of grade 12 graduates who enrolled in post‐secondary 
educa on in the Fall term has remained steady at 45% for the past five years, 
so it is expected that the annual immediate‐entry transi on rate will remain at 
53% for the 2012/2013 grade 12 gradua on cohort.   

Immediate‐Entry Student Transi on Rate 
Remains Stable at 53% 

Figure 2:  Immediate‐Entry Transi on Rate to B.C. Public 
Post‐Secondary Educa on, by Year of Grade 12 
Gradua on and Term of Entry  

The immediate‐entry transi on rate has remained 

around 53% for the last several cohorts of grade 12 

graduates and is expected to remain unchanged for the 

2012/2013 gradua on cohort2. This represents an 

increase of two percentage points from ten years ago 

when 51% of the 2002/03 grade 12 gradua on cohort 

enrolled in B.C. public post‐secondary educa on within 

one year of grade 12 gradua on.  See Figure 2. 
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More Students Enrol Immediately in Post‐
Secondary as Fewer Students Delay Their Entry 

Compared to a decade ago, a greater propor on of grade 

12 graduates are now entering post‐secondary educa on 

within a year of gradua on (immediate‐entry) and a 

smaller propor on are delaying their entry into post‐

secondary educa on by a year or more. See Figure 3. 

Figure 3:  Trends in Immediate‐Entry and Delayed‐Entry 
Transi on Rates to B.C. Public Post‐Secondary 
Educa on, by Year of Grade 12 Gradua on  
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Strong Growth in Trades and Technology 

Program Areas  

The Province of Bri sh Columbia 

is commi ed to ensuring that 

skills and training programs 

offered in B.C. lead to jobs of the 

future, especially in trades and 

technology fields.  The Student 

Transi ons Project is able to 

show that strong growth is 

occurring in these program areas, 

so it is expected that this 

enrollment growth will 

contribute to success in the 

workplace in the trades and 

technology fields.  

While immediate‐entry 

enrollment growth in all program 

areas across the B.C. public post‐

secondary system has increased 

7.2% over the last ten years, the 

number of students enrolling 

directly in four trades and 

technology program CIP3 clusters 

has increased by nearly 24% 

(Business and Management, 

Engineering and Applied 

Sciences, Health Programs and 

Trades); see Figures 4 and 5.   

The trades and technology 

growth rate among immediate 

entry students has significantly 

outpaced the 1% immediate‐

entry growth in other program 

areas (Arts and Sciences, 

Educa on, Human and Social 

Services, Visual and Performing Arts, Personal Improvement and Leisure and Other Programs). However, enrollments 

in the Engineering and Applied Sciences and the Trades clusters have only recently returned to the 2003/04 levels. 

3. Six‐digit Classifica on of Instruc onal Program (CIP) Codes are used to iden fy the program des na on of students enrolling in B.C. public post‐secondary ins ‐
tu ons in the STP.  Aggrega ons at the 2‐digit CIP level form BC CIP clusters in the four trades and technology clusters of interest: Business and Management, 
Engineering and Applied Sciences, Health and Trades.  

Figure 4:  Enrollment Trend: Immediate‐Entry Students 
to B.C. Public Post‐Secondary Programs  
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Figure 5:  Number of Students Entering Trades and Technical Programs, 

Among 2011/12 grade 12 

graduates who enrolled 

immediately in B.C. public post‐

secondary educa on in 

2012/2013, 31% enrolled in the 

one of the four trades and 

technology program areas, 

with Business and 

Management being the largest 

of these programs, a rac ng 

11% of immediate‐entry 

students and Health programs 

being the smallest, a rac ng 

4% of immediate‐entrants (see 

Figure 6). 

Figure 5 Notes: (a) This table provides counts of immediate‐entry students who enrolled in trades and technical program areas within one year of high school gradua on.  Some 

programs do not normally accept students directly from high school, such as architecture and science technologies/technicians. (b) A total of 166,000 post‐secondary students 

were enrolled in trades and technology program areas in academic year 2012/2013, including 59,000 in Business and Management, 41,000 in Engineering and Applied Sciences, 

34,000 in Health and 35,000 in Trades. Students may be enrolled in mul ple program areas simultaneously.  (c)  For more informa on on the Classifica on of Instruc onal Pro‐

gram (CIP) codes and the specific programs within each 2‐digit CIP, please refer to:  h p://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/12‐590‐x/12‐590‐x2012001‐eng.pdf.  For example, construc‐

on trades (2‐digit CIP 46) includes training for carpenters, electricians, roofers, glaziers, insulators, plumbers, masons, etc.  

Trades and Technology Program Areas 

A racted Nearly One‐Third of Immediate‐ 

Entry Students in 2012/2013 

Figure 6:  Distribu on of 2011/2012 
Grade 12 Graduates into B.C. Public Post‐

Secondary Programs in 2012/2013, by 
Program Cluster  
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Growth in Health Programs is Strong 

A review of the ten‐year immediate‐entry enrollment 

trends in the four trades and technology program CIP 

clusters reveals that growth in health programs has been 

the greatest, increasing by 144% over the last decade 

and represen ng just 4% of immediate entrants to post‐

secondary programs in 2012/2013 (see Figure 7).   

The largest trades and technology program area is 

Business and Management.  This area of study a racted 

11% of immediate entrants in the recent academic year 

and has grown by 37% over the last ten years. 

Immediate‐entry enrollment growth was not quite as 

strong in Trades (4%) and Engineering and Applied 

Sciences (1%).  These two program areas a racted 7% 

and 9% of grade 12 graduates entering B.C. public post‐

secondary ins tu ons in 2012/2013 directly a er high 

school gradua on. 

Figure 7:  Enrollment Trends: Immediate‐Entrants to 
Trades and Technology Programs in B.C. Public Post‐
Secondary Ins tu ons, by B.C. Program CIP Cluster  

Student Transi ons Project (STP):  The Student Transi ons Project 
is Bri sh Columbia's collabora ve research project that measures 
student success from the K‐12 to post‐secondary systems. This 
effec ve system‐wide partnership, involving B.C.'s educa on and 
advanced educa on ministries and public post‐secondary 
ins tu ons, is tracking student success by repor ng on student 
transi on rates to post‐secondary educa on, student mobility 
among post‐secondary ins tu ons, and post‐secondary comple on 
and reten on rates. STP is managed by a steering commi ee with 
representa on from the two educa on ministries, public 
ins tu ons and the B.C. Council on Admissions and Transfer 
(BCCAT).  
 
STP Steering Commi ee Members:   

Robert Adamoski, Chair, STP Steering Commi ee and Associate 
Director, Admissions and Research, BCCAT. 

Brian Beacham, Director, Ins tu onal Research, Vancouver 
Community College. 

Naomi Pope, Director, Research & Analysis, Ministry of Advanced 
Educa on, Innova on and Technology 

Claire Miller, Director, Knowledge Management Branch, 
Knowledge Management and Accountability Division, Ministry 
of Educa on. 

Walter Sudmant, Director, Planning and Ins tu onal Research, 
University of Bri sh Columbia. 

 
Special Thanks:  The STP would like to thank the Ministry of 
Educa on, the Ministry of Advanced Educa on, Innova on and 
Technology and the B.C. public post‐secondary ins tu ons for 
collabora ng in this research effort.  Without their co‐opera on 
and data contribu ons, this research could not have been 
accomplished.  

The following B.C. public post‐secondary ins tu ons are included 
in this study and grouped by ins tu on designa on in 2009/10: 

Community Colleges– Camosun College, College of New 
Caledonia, College of the Rockies, Douglas College, Langara 
College, North Island College, Northern Lights College, 
Northwest Community College, Okanagan College, Selkirk 
College, Vancouver Community College. 

Ins tutes– Bri sh Columbia Ins tute of Technology, Jus ce 
Ins tute of Bri sh Columbia, Nicola Valley Ins tute of 
Technology 

Teaching‐Intensive Universi es – Capilano University, Emily 
Carr University of Art + Design, Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University, Royal Roads University, Thompson Rivers 
University, Vancouver Island University, University of the 
Fraser Valley. 

Research‐Intensive Universi es – Simon Fraser University, 
University of Bri sh Columbia (including University of 
Bri sh Columbia, Okanagan), University of Northern Bri sh 
Columbia, University of Victoria. 

 

Where to find more informa on:  A wealth of addi onal 
informa on is also available to post‐secondary ins tu ons seeking 
more detailed informa on on student transi ons specific to their 
region or ins tu on.   

STP Highlights newsle ers and reports are available on the public 
Student Transi ons Project web site at: 

  http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/student_transitions 

Newsle er Prepared by  

Joanne Heslop, Manager, Student Transi ons Project 

Student Transi on Rates by Demographic 
Characteris cs 

Each year the Student Transi ons Project provides a 

summary of student transi on rates by various student 

characteris cs, such as gender, age, aboriginal status, 

school type, college region, and academic GPA. Figure 8 

on the following page provides this summary, along with 

trends for the last five years.  
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Figure 8 Notes: 
+ Overall Aboriginal Status is obtained from K‐12 and Post‐Secondary records.  If either source indicates Aboriginal status, the student is classified as an Aboriginal student by STP. 
* Rela ve to other demographic groups in each set, the group with the highest 5‐year transi on for the 2007/08 high school gradua on cohort is iden fied with *. 
^ Immed Trans Rate to Bach Deg is the % of high school graduates of 2011/12 who enrolled immediately in a Bachelor's Degree program in a B.C. public post‐secondary ins tu on. ^ 

Immed Trans Rate to Bach Deg is the % of high school graduates of 2011/12 who enrolled immediately in a Bachelor's Degree program in a B.C. public post‐secondary ins tu on.  
~Non‐residents of B.C. may be residents from out of province (i.e. Alberta, Ontario, etc.) or residents from out of country (China, Hong Kong, Korea, etc.).  The primary language of 

non‐residents is used as a proxy for iden fying "interna onal" grade 12 graduates from non‐English‐speaking countries. 
    Student transi on rates by secondary school Academic GPA are not available at this me, but will be updated in this newsle er once the informa on becomes available.  

Figure 8:  B.C. Post‐Secondary Transi on Rates by Demographic Characteris cs for Selected B.C. Secondary School Gradua on Cohorts 
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Figure 9: Immediate‐Entry Student Transi on Rates by Region of Gradua on, School Type and School District: 
Grade 12 Graduates of 2007/08 to 2010/11  

Figure 9 Notes: 
~ 5‐Year Change is from grade year 2006/07 to 2011/12.  These columns show Trans % (percent change in number of immediate‐entry students); # Trans (+/‐ change in number of 

immediate‐entry students); # Grads (+/‐ change in number of grade 12 graduates). 
* Due to the small number of students in Conseil Scolaire Francophone, the transi on rates are not reported for school district 093 within each college region, but these students are 

included in college region subtotals and shown separately in the provincial total. 
^ The following school districts span two college regions:  Kootenay Lake school district (in Rockies and Selkirk college regions) and  

Figure 9 con nues on the next page . . . 

Immediate‐Entry Transi on Rates, by Region, School Type and School District 

Immediate‐entry transi on rates from high school gradua on into B.C. public post‐secondary educa on have shown 

general improvement across most regions and school districts in the province.  Figure 9 provides immediate‐entry 

transi on rates by region of gradua on, school type (public or independent) and school district.   
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Figure 9, con nued: Immediate‐Entry Student Transi on Rates by Region of Gradua on, School Type and School District —  
Grade 12 Graduates of 2007/08 to 2010/11  

Figure 9 Notes: See bo om of page 7.      


