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IMPLEMENTING THE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS FOR MATHEMATICS: 
WHAT PARENTS KNOW AND SUPPORT 
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A	wide	range	of	actors	will	be	involved	in	the	implementation	of	the	Common	Core	State	
Standards	in	Mathematics	(CCSSM)	which	has	been	adopted	over	the	past	several	years	by	
nearly	every	state.	This	represents	an	unprecedented	opportunity	to	improve	U.S.	
mathematics	education	and	to	strengthen	the	international	competitiveness	of	the	
American	labor	force.	A	set	of	standards,	no	matter	how	outstanding	they	may	be,	can	only	
affect	the	quality	of	students’	education	as	they	are	implemented	in	classrooms.	This	will	
require	a	concerted	effort	by	all	stakeholders	in	the	education	process	including	not	only	
education	leaders	and	professionals	but	students	and	their	parents	as	well.	
	
Researchers	and	educators	alike	have	recognized	the	critical	role	parents	have	in	the	
education	of	their	children	as	they	provide	early	learning	experiences.	Aside	from	this,	
perhaps	the	most	important	role	parents	may	play	in	how	the	CCSSM	will	affect	their	
students	learning	is	through	their	tacit	as	well	as	explicit	support	of	these	new	standards.	
Educators	sometimes	express	a	lack	of	support	from	parents	yet	the	findings	reported	here	
suggest	parents	overwhelmingly	support	demanding	mathematics	standards	for	all	and	are	
prepared	to	make	tradeoffs	in	support	of	such	standards.	
	
The	Center	for	the	Study	of	Curriculum	at	Michigan	State	University	conducted	two	surveys	
in	2011	of	the	parents	of	students	in	grades	1‐8	about	their	perceptions	and	attitudes	
towards	education	and	mathematics	in	general	as	well	as	their	thoughts	about	the	
mathematics	education	of	their	own	children.	The	samples	were	drawn	to	be	
representative	of	the	nation	as	a	whole.	The	Center	also	conducted	surveys	of	students	in	
grades	4‐8	in	2009	and	2010	and	again	of	students	in	grades	4‐12	to	ascertain	their	
perceptions	and	attitudes	towards	mathematics	and	their	mathematics	education.	

Perspectives	on	Mathematics	Education	

The	parents	responding	to	the	surveys	expressed	strong	support	for	education	in	general	
and	more	specifically,	a	challenging	mathematics	education	for	all	students	as	well	as	their	
own	children.	The	attitudes	and	perspectives	expressed	suggest	 that	 the	vast	majority	of	
parents	 are	 primed	 to	 be	 enlisted	 as	 strong	 supporters	 for	 the	 implementation	 of	 the	
Common	Core	Standards	for	Mathematics.	Exactly	how	they	might	do	this	may	not	be	clear	
to	many	of	them	but	survey	responses	suggest	most	parents	are	ready	to	provide	support	
for	the	CCSSM	both	in	the	public	arena	and	in	the	home.		
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