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FOREWORD

During the last decade, research has become increasingly
important to the profession of librarianship. Seven library schools

now have doctoral programs, foundation grants have stimulated and
supported scores of major projects, and the research method has

been recognized as an accepted technique for solving library prob-
lems. The increasing volume of research has caused a serious dif-
ficulty: {information about completed studies and active investiga-

tions is so widely scattered that it is not easily accessible,
[

In the fall of 1959, the Library Services Branch of the Office
of Education initiated Library Research in Progress, an occasional
bulletin reporting current investigations, including theses and
doctoral dissertations. ‘A serious gap still remained, however, in
the coverage of earlier research. In Library Science Dissertations,
a compilation of a major segment of completed research has been
assembled for the first time. The abstracts included in this pub-
lication furnish a single source of information about doctoral re-
search relating to library science from 1925 to 1960,

Special recognition,is due the Association of American Library
Schools. 1In 1959 its Research Committee, then under the chairman-
ship of Martha Boaz, Dean of the School of Library Science, Univer-
sity of Southern California, assembled a bibliography of disserta-
tions completed between 1930 and 1950 at the University of Chicago.
The Committee also collected a group of abstracts of dissertations
that had been accepted between 1951 and 1959 by library schools

accredited by the American Library Association.

The Library Services Branch had plans in 1959 to publish a list
of doctoral dissertations in librarianship as a supplement to in-
formation in Library Research in Progress. Prank L, Schick,
Assistant Director, Library Services Branch, U.S. Office of Educa-~
tion, recognized that the material prepared by the Association of
American Library Schools could be used as a point of departure,
With the Research Committee's agsent, thejr material has been
incorporated in this publication,

Knowledge of p;;t studies forms a foundation upon which current
' 114
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and future investigations may be built, and helps to avoid duplica-
tion of research effort, Drawing this information together into

one sourde should also encourage application of findings and stimu-
late additional research in librarianship,

The collecting and preparation of abstracts was done by Nathan N,
Cohen, Research Librarian, and Jessie 'C. Boehlert, former Publica-
tions Editor, Library Services Branch, U.S. Office of Education,
Preliminary editing by John Carson Rather, former College and
University Library Specialist in the Branch, was brought to comple-
tion by Mr. Cohen and Barbara Denison, Assistant to the Dean, School

of Library Science, Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio,
who served as consultant for this project,

\
i

Ralph C. M, Plynt

Associate Commissioner and
Director

Bureau of Educational Research
and Development

John 6, Lorent . '
Director, Library Services Branch
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INTRODUCTION

.

[}

This publication attempts to provide summaries of all disserta-
tions relating to subjects in library science completed between
1925 and .1960. All dissertations accepted by library schools ac-
credited by the American Library Association were automgtically in-
cluded. Dissertations written in other univewssity departments were
included when they treated a central facet of librarianship. No
attempt wvas made to cite essentially bibliographical studies unless
prepared in library schools.

When abstracts were available in the published literature, they
wvere adapted for inclusion in this publication; when none were
found, abstracts were prepared expressly for this publication fron

* copies of the dissertations.

¢

Two fleldc. education and history, produced a number of contri-
butions to the literature of librarianship. Although the coverage
of dissertations in education aims at completeness, no such claim
can be made for the field of history., Since the search for disser-
tations in history was largely restricted to studies known to exist,
it is possible that relevant dissertations have been overlooked.
The Library Services Branch would welcome information ‘about items
omitted,

‘V’
Ih each section of this publication, entries are arranged by
broad subject categories intended to group related dissertations.
These categories, identical vith those adopted for Library Research

.

in Progresy, follow: .

Bacgground: Considerations of the philosophy, objectives, and
purposes of librarianship;” history of libraries, librarians, books,
printing, 'and publishing; analyses of the contemporary social set~
ting; books and publishing, other media of public communication,’
‘use and qggt- of libraries, adult reading,_and censorship.

ization and Administration: Studies of external lega
pol » politicai .and financial controls and support; 1ntern4{
rorganlzctlon, administration, and management analyotl. interlibrary
‘Yelutionl and organization.
1S .
Resources: - Studies of selection policies, surveys of resources,

. evaluation of books and other ‘library materials, bibliographical

and’ storage ¢enters, interlibrary lending, and photoreproduction.

Reader Servlcsi: Studies of reference and information services,
" vii




viii LIBRARY SCIENCE DISSERTATIONS

.

reader guidance and advisory services, adult education activities,
and circulation, ,

Technical Processes, Documentation: Studies of acquisitions
procedures, cataloging, classification, subject headings, central-
ized processing, indexing, abstracting,. problems of storage, re-
trieval, and documentation,

Personnel and Training: Studies of orpanization and administra-
tion of persontfel, inservice training and education for librarian-
ship,
o 1 S

International, CQEéarative, and Foreign Librarianship: Studies
of librarianship in countries other than the United States.

Methods of Research and Evaluation: Studies of techniques for
measuring and evaluating library service. :

Entries in each section appear in chronological order. This
‘arrangement not only affords an overview of the development of
research in broad subject areas through the years, but also permits
the isolation of projects completed in any period of interest,

A brief statistical analysis of dissertations included in this
publication begins on page 109, °
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BIBLIQGRAPHY OF LIBRARY SCIENCE
DI SSERTATIONS: 1925-60

I. BACKGROUND

-

1. CONDIT, LESTER DAVID., Studies in Roman printing type of the
fifteenth century. Ph,D., University of Chicago, 1931.

Outlines a new approach to the problem of identifying early
o printed books by their type. Abandoning the technique employed
by previous bibliographers, who used only the unaided eye, the
author used a protractor to measure the basic angles of upper-
case M, N, V, A, and Z, and to take certain other type measure- *
ments.

2. SWINDLER, ROBERT EARL, The high school library and reading prob-
lems in the social studies with particular reference to United
States history. Ph.D., University of Virginia, 1931. '

A qualitative study of junior and senior high school library .
holdings and service in social studies (principally American
history).

Findings are based on information about 347 school systems in
a small number of selected states., Of these, 110 systems in
Virginia and 16 in Indiana were considered to be '"average" school
systems, while 221 others were considered "progressive."

Amiong the conclusions reached are the following: Only a small
percentage of these schools had an adequate number of social sci--
ence books in their libraries; there was an urgent need for more
trained librarians and more courses in library science; many of
the social studies books in these libraries were not suited to
the pupils or to the needs of the schools; the quality of social
studies collections in Southern school libraries was considerably
below the average for the country; holdings in social studies in
“progressive' systems were generally superior to those in
“average' systems. )

3. BONEY, CBCIi DE WITT. A study of library reading in the primary
grades. Ed.D., Columbia University, Teachers College, 1932,

Examines objectives for library reading programs, ;hcit ori-
gins, and the techniques used in conducting them. Information
was obtained from a literature search, courses of study, and
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' questionpaires completed by 254 teachers in various sections of
the United States.

Findings include the following: (1) library reading programs

attempt.to realize two objectives, namely to develop str mo-
, tives for and permanent interest in reading, and to offey rich

and varied experience; (2) supervised periods should be /provided

for reading of library books; (3) teachers and children should

share responsibility for the conduct of reading programs; (%)

reports 'should be voluntary; (5) children should be encouraged ?

to read-books outside of the classroom.

4. CARNOVSKY, LEON. The reading needs of typical student groups;

with special attention to factors contributing to the satis-

faction of reading interests. Ph.D., University of Chicago,
1‘932 5 )

Attempts to determine relationships between nonfiction read-
ing interests and the actual reading of students at the Univet-
sity of Chicago. The author compiled a checklist of books,
mainly from comparatively recent titles. Students were asked to
indicate which of these books they had read, whether or not they
had read them in connection with school work, and the source
from which they had obtained them. Factors that might influence
reading--such as advertising, readability, reputation of author,
< and accespibility of book--were considered, and possible differ-

‘ences in interest because of sex or class of reader also were

analyzed.

SeoqupaTANDMRE SUYS. _Aspmam

VAR AR G454

¢

i

_ p—
pmpecw, i

The evidence pointed to suggestive rather than definitive
.-#° conclusions: Books representing topics of high or low interest 4
§ were widely read when such titles were (1) extensively adver-
tised; (2) readily accessible; (3) readable from the standpoint
of style; (4) written by well-known authors. At least one of
these factors must supplelient interest if the book is to be
widely read. The differing interests between men and women
students carried over to their actual reading.

e e~

5. WILLOUGHBY, EDWIN ELLIOTT. The printing of the Pirst Folio of
Shakespeare. Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1932,

)
]
;q

Summarizes ten years' research on the first Shakespeare folio.
Gives the order in which the quires of six leaves (of which the
Folio -is largely composed) were printed, and suggests reasons for
the trregular quires. Distinguishes quires printed on one press
‘from those printed on two by identifying various laborsaving
practices employed by the printers.

Shows that the printing was done at two times. The first run
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)

(August-October, 16217) produced all the comedies except The
Winter's Tale, plus King John and the first two pages of Richard
II. The second run, a year and a half later, included the re-
maining history plays, the tragedies, the preliminary matter,
Troilus and Cressida, and The Winter's Tale.

5. ADAMS, A, ELWOOD, The use of the school library by teachers and
pupils in junior and senior high schools. Ed.D., University
- of Southern California, 1933. :

Provides objective information.for library administrators
concerning the nature and extent of school library use by pupils
and teachers. The sample compriseg 24 representative junior and
senior high schools with a total enrollment of 17,616, A can-
vass was made of '"expert judgments' regarding the purpose of a
school library and the place it should occupy in an educational
institution,

N O L e

The libraries are evaluated 1@ of the following func-
tions: Acquisition and organization of library materials, in-
struction in their use, availability of reference materials,
provision of free reading opportunities, guidance in pupil read-.
ing, opportunity for social activities, and cooperation with the
public library. In general, it was found that the libraries
studied performed these functions only partially.

Suggestions and recommendations include the following: the
library should be open for a short time before and after school
hours; a free reading program should be initiated; cooperation
should exist between the teachers and the librarian and between
the school and public libraries; instruction in library use
should be given to all pupils.

h 7. HIRSCHSTEIN, BERTHA T, A sociological study of a public library
in an interstitial area. Ph.D., New York University, 1933,

A case study of the activities and clientele of the Aguilar
Branch of the New York Public Library, undertaken as part of a
larger study of a boys' club in East Harlem. Based on library
circulation and registration records, interviews, and examina- .
tion of pertinent literature. ' \I

Gives the economic and social background of the area and de-
scribes in detail the activities of the branch, comparing them
with those in other libraries.

Among other conclusions, finds that (1) although the circula-
tion of Italian books at this branch increased over a period of
years, the ratio of circulation to book stock remained almost




-

4 : LIBRARY SCIENCE DISSERTATIONS

constant; (2) distance from the library seemed to be a prime ;
factor in deternlning its use; (3) in this area, people over 21.°
years of age read more Italian books than did those under 21; h
(4) delinquent boys read more fiction than did the group studied
as a whole; (5) there was a great similarity between the reading - [
habits of boys' club members and those of nonmembers. ¥

ez

8. SHORES, LOUIS. Origins of the American college library} 1638~
1800. Ph.D., George Peabody College for Teachers, 1934,

MRt 12¢ R ¢ gt

Describes the rise, growth, and administration of the college
library during the Colonial and Revolutionary periods. -Evalu-
ates its contribution to colonial higher education, and indi-
cates the indebtedness of the modern college library to its

' predecessors in matters of organization, administration, and use. |
The nine libraries considered are those of Harvard, William and i

Mary, Yale, Princeton, Columbia, Pennsylvania, Brown, Rutgers,
and Dartmouth, : o 2o %

Nicte_aw i a st I

Information was obtained through study of the published histo-
ries of colonial education, visits to the respective libraries, g

and investigation of primary and secondary sources of information
about the colleges themselves.

"The colonial college conceived of books as fundamental to its
work. Consequently, great importance was attached to the posi-
tion of librarian; in almost every instance he was chosen be-
cause of his ability as a scholar and his college-wide point of
view. Book collections were comparatively small: the largest
cited contained 12,000 volumes. Many of the rules antecedent to
those now in force for the processing of books were carefully

worked out, such as rough classification schemes and routines
for ordering and cataloging.

.

9. FOSTER, JEANNETTE HOWARD. An experiment in classifying fiction
' based on the characteristics of its readers. Ph.D., Univer-
sity of Chicago, 1935. f

Attempts to devise a classification scheme for fiction baged
on key data about fiction readers. Reading records of 15,285
pPeople were analyzed. Works of the 254 most-read fiction authors
were tabulated according to 15 subject classes and 6 quality
levels. These tabulations were correlated with such data about
the readers as age, sex, education, and occupation. Considerable
data are presented concerning reading interests of various
groups by age, sex, and education, and the respective quality .
levels of the works they read. ’

J

Concludes that the elaiiificntion might be more meaningful if
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the number of subject classes were reduced to 10. The author
states her hope that this study may lead to further discoveries

as to why people read what they do. .

STIEG, LEWIS FRANCIS. An introduction to palaeography for ;
librarians. .Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1935. )
- Discusses basic principles involved in deciphering and read-
ing medieval and ancient manuscripts. Through critical examina-

tion of literature on the subject, the author found that, in
general, the bibliographic apparatus for palaeography is inade-
quate. : -

Recommends that a student first read a manuscript through

papidly in order to gather the meaning of the document as a

whole, disregarding unintelligible portions on the first reading.
Suggests methods to facilitate the reading of manuscripts,
analyzing the problems involved and grouping them by type:

Problems of decipherment, caused by (1) methods of forming
letters, (2) conjoined letters, currency, and ligatures, (3)
size of script, (4) ornamentation, apd (5) mutilation;

Problems of interpretation, caused by (1) abbre{viationa, (2)

errors in the form of the text, (3) word division and punctua-
tion, (4) spelling, and (5) proper names. '

ELLSWORTH, RALPH EUGENE. The distribution of books and magazines
in selected communities. Ph.D;, University of Chicago, 1937.

Determines the relative importance of distribution agencies
in supplying different types of printed materials to a sample of
readers selected from residents (1933-34) of South Chicago and
St. Louis. Questionnaire and interview methods were employed.

Shows that the public libraries were the principal suppliers
of books (44.7 percent) and that subscriptions accounted for the
largest number of magazines read (38.7 percent). Notes that 50

.percent of the users of the public libraries were students, and

that there was a direct correlation between amount of education
and library use.

Recosmends that publi¢ libraries devote greater effort to
supplying reference service and good literature.

KRAMER, SIDNEY DAVID, Stonme & Kimball, 1893-97, and Herbert S.
Stone & Company, 1896-1905: Studies in publishing history.
Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1938. .

—~ = ﬁ

-
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A history and bibliography of the publishing activities of
two precocious young men who were nationally prominent publish-
ers before they were out of college. )

One of their most important activities was the publication
of a pocket-size literary periodical ealled The Chap-Book, '
Many of the leading authors of the day were contributors:
Thomas Bailey Aldrich, Stephen Crane, Eugene Field, Henry James,
Robert Louis Stevenson.

Stone and Kimball published books by contemporary American
authors, older authors such as Edgar Allan Poe (in a standard
10-volume edition), and European authors--they introduced
Bernard Shaw to American readers. Their list included such
names as Edmund Gosse, Kenneth Grahame, Ibsen, Maeterlinck, and
Henry James,

Includes much background material on the "little magazines"
of the period. A comprehensive bibliography lists all discove
ered publications of the two firms.

13, BUTLER, HELEN LOUISE. An inquiry into the statement of motives
' by readers. Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1939.

. Attempts to discover why people read books. The author pre-
pared lists of 134 purposes which might be satisfied by books,
" 20 generally applicable to all fields of knowledge, 114 relat-
-ing to 13 specific subject fields such as fiction, poetry,
" blography, séience, and business. These lists were distributed
to readers in the Rochester (N.Y.) Public Library. Of the
S 1,850 returned, 1,427 were found to be useful for analysis.
Found that fiction was generally read for recreation; fine
arts in connection with hobbies; and business and science for
occupational purposes. The dominating motives for reading in
all subject fields appeared to be (1) information, (2) recrea-
tion, (3) esthetic appreciation of the artistically beautiful
in books, and (4) critical understanding of the effect produced
by the book.

"Although this study throws light on why people read, the
author states that additional research should be done to iden-
tify the "occasions" which cause people to read a particular
book on a particular subject.

\

14, LANE, ROBERT FREDERICK. The place of American university
presses in pudblishing. Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1939.

. Explores the status of university presses in publishing and

Erwep
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traces their rise and development in the United States. Data
were obtained from printed sources and through correspondence
with publishers.

Findings indicate that support given to these presses by
their universities was haphazard and meager. Subsidy by depart-
ments, plus other factors, resulted in the publication of mate-
rials of local concern rather tham selected and important
research, )

The conclusion that the influence of university press publi-
cations was not widespread is based on production during a
sample year (1935), when only 55% of the 812 titles published
were reviewed and only about half were copyrighted.

SPENCER, GWLADYS, The Chicago Public Library: Origins and
backgrounds. Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1939,

Examines the surrounding circumstances and specific factors
resulting in the founding of the Chicago Public Library, Data
were derived from primary and secondary sources, interviews,
and correspondence.

Gives a broad background picture of Chicago, describing its
early econamic and cultural history, various libraries, early
leaders in the library movement, and public library legislation
in Illinois.

Reconstruction after the Great Fire of 1871 stimulated civic
improvement on a grand scale and augmented an already strong
interest in establishing a free public library in Chicago.
Further impetus came from passage of a free public library act
in Illinois in 1872, and by substantial gifts received from
England and other European countries. With effective local
leadership and support, the Chicago Public Library was founded
in 1872,

BERELSON, BERNARD REUBEN. Content. emphasis, recognition, and
agreement: An 'analysis of the role of communications in
determining public opinidn. Ph.D., University of Chicago,
1941.

Analyzes the effects of conversation, newspapers, radio, and
magazines on public opinion to determine the extent of influ-
ence of each medium, with particular attention to newspapers
and magazines. v

|

The study is based on (1) mtorvlmrvlth two representative
groups in a small Midwest county notable for similarity of
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opinion to that of the entire country; and (2) content analysis
of selected public communications. The fssues considered were
those raised by the 1940 presidential campaign.

The major arguments in favor of each candidate (Willkie and
Roosevelt) were identified and their communication sources de-
termined. Conclusions are that (1) people are aware of argu=-
ments emphasized by communications media; (2) they tend to
accept arguments which support their own prejudgments; (3) they
vill also accept persuasive or appealing arguments found in
public communications.

HERIMAN, MARGARET MAY. The public library in depression. Ph.D.,

University of Chicago, 1941,

Describes certain effects of the Great Depression on public
libraries in an attempt to provide data to assist the library
profession in its planning and administrative operations.

Analyses ar® based primarily on information supplied by a
sample of 150 libraries representative of the country for the
period 1930-35. Considers trends in circulation and expendi-
tures, and the relationship between circulation and expendi-
tures for books.

Examines the effects of unemployment and reduced earnings on
libraries. Finds that as employment declined during this

period, library circulation rose, and as employment began to

increase, circulation declined. Other influences considered
are book sales, rental libraries, radios, and moving pictures.

Discussés such administrative questions as the proportion of
library budgets expended for salaries, books, and miscellaneous
costs; diminished service to children; and development of coop-
erative services.

LANCASTER, JOHN HERROLD. The use of the library by student
teachers. Ph.D,, Columbia University, 1941.

Considers the problem of how institutions preparing second-
ary school teachers can stimulate more effective use of the
library by their students. Data were collected from 31 small
and medium-sized colleges, universities, and teachers colleges
in the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary
schools.

Discusses four considerations: (1) knowledge of library
tools and materials, as shown by tests given 952 student teach-
ers; (2) the use made of libraries, based on 548 use records;




EEEE————

<

BACKGROUND S 9

(3) the relationship of certain given factots to students' use
of the library; and (4) ways of making the library more effec.
tive in colleges preparing tucheg's. ‘

Findings and suggestions include the following: many stu-
dent teachers should devote more time to study and reading;
collections were inadequate in many of these libraries, and the
study enviromment should be improved in some; the students de-
monstrated important weaknesses in their knowledge of library
resources and skills.

19. McCARTHY, STEPHEN ANTHONY. America in the lBBQ'l: A biblio-
graphical study of intellectual and cultural development.
Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1941,

Examines developments in higher education and the subject
matter of nonfiction books reviewed during this decade as meas-
ures of the cultural and intellectual climate of the 1880's.
Study is based on literature search and analysis of book re-
views appearing in the Atlantic Honthlx. ‘Critic, Dial, Natiom,

" and North American Review,.

Among the changes taking place in the American college in
the Eighties were adoption of an elective system of course se-
lection; emphasis on science, social sciences, and modern
foreign languages rather than the classics; lowering of entrance
requirements resulting in increased enrollments; and the expan-
sion of graduate study and higher education for women.

The reviews studied show that biographical and historical
works were most numerous at this time, and that individual bio-
logical sciences were represented by more books than any spe-
cific physical science, except astronomy. Among the social
sciences, the largest body of literature was generated in the
field of economics. In philosophy, the German idealists were
much reprinted and discussed; important writings in psychology
were being reviewed; and religious literature was largely de-
voted to controversies over new discoveries and theories in
science.

20. MERRITT, LEROY CHARLES. The United States Government as
publisher. Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1942.

Determines the scope and subject content of Govermment pub- -
lishing and traces trends from 1900 to 1940. Study is based on
the October issues of the Monthly Catalog of United States
Government Publications for selected years from 1900 to 1940
and on data from official reports.

Approximately 16,000 titles totaling 877,000 pages \'rre

L 4
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/
published in 1939. Although expenditures of the rTment i

Printing Office were five times greater in 1940 in 1900, ¢
during this period they dropped from about 1 perc of total }
Govermment expenditures to § of 1 percent, *

Analysis shows that the larggst number of Coverrnment publica-
tions were intended to serve the purposes of individuals and
special groups. The greater part of subject content was con-
cerned vith basic responsibilities of government, such as
maintenance of the armed forces and problems of general asnd
financial administration. Second i quantity was the field of ]
business, while the area of public utilities ranked third. "(

v |
RANKIN, MARIE, Children's interests in library books of !
fiction. Ph.D., Columbia University, Teachers College, 1944,

i
Determines features affecting the popularity of fiction among g
young adolescents. Circulation data were collected in eight “
different public library agencies for books published between 4
1920 and 1940. Other informstion was obtained through inter-

' views and observation of junior high school children in experi- ‘

- rent interest, is the most important element. ‘
|

22,

|
mental situations, and from one-paragraph compositions on ''How 7
1 select a good book to read just for fum," }i

P ;

Stories of careers for girls proved to be the most popular, )
wvith sea adventures next., Only one Newbery Medal winner was >
found on the 1ist of the 10 most popular books. Concludes that {
for young adolescents the story, preferably on a theme of cur- ,;'
]
;

SHERA, JESSE HAUK. Foundations of the public library: The
origins of the library movement in New England, 1629-1855.
Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1944,

Traces the growth of the movement in New England which cul-
minated in the establighment of the first public libraries, and
outlines factors influencing their development. Based on prima-
ry and secondary sources. !

Reviews the history of social libraries and circulating 1i-
braries, the beginnings of the public library movement, and the E
economic, social, and cultural climate of the times. The lead- )
ers of the period wished to promote equality of educational
opportunity, advance scientific investigation, give youth a
worthwhile place to spend leisure time, and encourage the voca-
tional advance of workers.

Concludes that the public library wvas a product of its en-
vironment at a time when the economic capacity of cities became
sufficient to support such an institutiom.
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SPAIN, FRANCES LANDER. Libraries of South Carolina: Thelr
origins and early history, 1700-1830. Ph.D., University
of Chicago, 1944. ]

1
Traces the early history of South Carolina libreries in the
context of social and economic conditions. Study is based on
both primary and secondary sources.

Analysis shows that all libraries but the Provincial were
privately owned and supported by subscription societies, thus
serving only a limited group; the English background of the set-
tlers, reflected in their concern for books, was a strong influ-
ence for the establishment of these libraries; there was a close
association among .the church, school, and library; library so-
cieties developed in communities having a well-established
economy, a sense of permanency, and & cultured society; the in-
fluence of local living and working habits upon the administra-
tion of the libraries can be recognized in the formulation of
their rules and regulations.

DITZION, SIDNEY H, Arsenals of a damocratic culture: A social
history of the American public library msovement in New
England and the Middle States from 1850 to 1900. Ph.D.,
Columbia University, 1945,

A study of the foundations of the public library movement in
the United States. Describes the cultural background for the
movement; the political and social setting; the slow transition
from private to public libraries in New England; the role of
public libraries in mass education; the effect on the movement
of humanitarian reforms, philanthropy, and the participation of
labor; and the professional contribution of librarians.

The author concludes, ''Both the institution and its methods
were conceived ... as a contribution toward the self-realiza-
tion of the broad masses of the people."

POWERS, SISTER MARY LUELLA. The contribution of American
Catholic commercial publishers, 1930-42. Ph,D., University
of Chicago, 194S.

.

Evaluates output of 13 American Catholic trade book publish-
ers.

During 1930-42, the 13 publishers issued 1,755 new book ti-
tles, or 2 percent of the 86,645 net titles issued by all Ameri-
can publishers in the same subject areas covered by the Catholic
publishers. H

An analysis is sade of the impact on American life of the

-

b




12

26,

27.

LIBRARY 