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Several questions might be rabed regarding the decrease in enrollmentbetween spn3esters. Do these studentik 12 to 13 percent of the pupilsin ninth-grade matbeniatica, drop out Of school? Do they fail the courseand never repeat it? Wily is the percent of decrease in algebra greateramong the boys? Are they len apt in algebra? I. it taught so it is Imreinteresting to girls? Dos the girls need algebra more than the boys?Similar questions might be raised concerning the loss of enrollment 'tillgeneral mathematics between the two earnest:era. More detailed dataon enrothpents have been, ipcluded in the appendix.

Tabla 1 .Enrollment in nits gnaw math,-ma tics for first e noes tors,1951-52 and 1952-S3

Ekabiort

Earament for first ammester. by year

Fat lithoCAS in study

1951-42 4
1 952-43

113ementar7 algebra.. _

General mathematic* 39.912
24,614

46.745
10.190

Estimated for United
States 19118-53

1.115
749,600

Table lb.Enrollment in ran th -grad. mustAema tics for first and secondotp moo Como 1951-52

s, Subject

Momentary algebra_ -
General mathematics_

En:alimeat. by semester

First semester Se000d semestar

4 Pervent af dimmers

Gists Total Boys

18.161 17.076
11.195 10,363

39.932
24.614

15.690
9,845

G1Toiris tal Boys

16,131 14.945
8,786 21.352

14
12

12
13

Grade Level of Pupils
Mthough elementary algebra and general mathematks are timedninth- :4 r; subjects, not all the stixWIts enrolled in the courses areon the nintb-grade level. Table 17 shows that of the ducks:its in thisstudy 20 percent of the students enraed in algebra were in the Withgrade. In fact, a few studentskes than I percent--were postgraduate.

Table 17.Distribution, by grade, 4 the pwAsnt qf pupil. enrolled In algebraand immoral mathematics
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Of the mathematim dames of the last 4 yem of high school, inter-
mediate algebra 'is exceeded in enrollment 'only by eiementaz7 algebra,
general mathematics, and plane gecinetry. The schools in this study
reported an enrollment of mate than 13,000 stthients in intermediate
algebra which was approcimately 23 percest of the number of studints
enrolled in the eleventh grade (eft table 27). The perceit of llth-grade
students enrolled in the course was approximately the same for both the
regular and sailor high school and the ccenbined junktr-senior high schooL
There was an increase in the actual number of stOdents enrolled in first

r, 1952-53, frau the Fevkius year; however, the increase in the
total highmschool enrollment causes the percen of high-sthool staienta
in intaniediate algebra to retain 0pm:1E11110,4y constant
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Normally Sawa in trigonotnetry and geometry meet 5 days
each week kw 18 week& Less than 10 f the schools reporttd that
the courses were given a full year. Five Otroent of the schools reportod
that the courses met 4 days a week and with one exception the remainder
of tilm schools rvorted that both trigonometry and solki geometry met
S days each week (see table V).
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The pipil's total high-school experiences are usually measured in terms
of credits. These credits tr Carnegie units reprisent a certain number
of clock Imam spent in a class devoted to the subject. One might assume
that two pupils who have half a unit am* in trigonometry would have at
least pursued the subject for the same length of time. However, table 38
indicates such an assumption does not agree with tims data in this sttmly.
Tweoty want, of tilw classes in trigonometry were 40-44 minutes in
length and 16 percent were more than 60 minutes. Many pupils in both
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