
 

Certification and Licensure for Teachers of English Language Learners, by State 
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Courses in the following areas are required for ESL/bilingual 
certification: 
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Alabama X  X  X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Alaska1 X X   X          X 0 
Arizona X X  X X X X X X X X X X X X 1–3 
Arkansas1 X    X X X X X X X X X X  0 
California X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 0 
Colorado X X X X X X X X X X    X  0 
Connecticut X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Delaware X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
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http://www.alabamaadministrativecode.state.al.us/docs/ed/MsofWord3ED3.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/aac/query=%5Bjump!3A!274+aac+12!2E300!27%5D/doc/%7B@15182%7D?
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/
http://arkansased.org/teachers/pdf/esl_education.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=44001-45000&file=44250-44277
http://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Rule.do?deptID=4&deptName=300%25C2%25A0Education&agencyID=109&agencyName=301%20Colorado%20State%20Board%20of%20Education&ccrDocID=2044&ccrDocName=1%20CCR%20301-37%20RULES%20FOR%20THE%20ADMINISTRATION%20OF%20THE%20EDUCAT&subDocID=27856&subDocName=2260.5-R-8.00&version=8
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/Cert/regulations/regulations1.pdf
http://regulations.delaware.gov/AdminCode/title14/1500/index.shtml
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Courses in the following areas are required for ESL/bilingual 
certification: 
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Florida X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 0 
Georgia X  X  X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Hawaii1 X X 0                
Idaho X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Illinois X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Indiana X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Iowa X    X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Kansas1 X  X  X           0 
Kentucky X  X  X           0 
Louisiana X X   X   X  X  X X   0 
Maine X X 0                
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http://www.fldoe.org/edcert/rules/6A-4-0244.asp
http://www.gapsc.com/Rules/Current/Certification/index.asp
http://lilinote.k12.hi.us/STATE/BOE/HRS1.NSF
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/teacher_certification/subject_area.htm#4
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/rules/archive/pdfs/27ark.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/T05150/A00010.PDF?
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/aspx/ACODOCS/DOCS/282.13.pdf
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Licensure%20Documents/CertHandbook%208-2008.pdf
http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/kar/016/002/010.htm
http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/osr/lac/28v131/28v131.doc
http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/05/071/071c1152.doc
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Courses in the following areas are required for ESL/bilingual 
certification: 
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Maryland X  X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Massachusetts X X  X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Michigan X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Minnesota X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Mississippi1 X X 0                
Missouri X    X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Montana X   X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Nebraska X  X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Nevada X X X  X X X X X X  X X   0 
New Hampshire X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
New Jersey X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
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http://74.125.95.132/search?q=cache:Ve3f9WvjeNYJ:www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/SubtitleSearch.aspx%3Fsearch%3D13A.12.02.*+Maryland+13A.12.02.19&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=safari
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr7.html?section=04
http://www.state.mi.us/orr/emi/admincode.asp?AdminCode=Single&Admin_Num=39001101&Dpt=ED&RngHigh=
https://webrh12.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/rules/?id=8710
http://www.mscode.com/free/statutes/37/003/0002.htm
http://www.dese.mo.gov/schoollaw/rulesregs/80800350.htm
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/arm/57chapter.pdf
http://www.nde.state.ne.us/LEGAL/documents/CLEANR2408.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NAC/NAC-391.html#NAC391Sec237
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/ed500.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/code/current/title6a/chap9.pdf
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Courses in the following areas are required for ESL/bilingual 
certification: 
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New Mexico X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
New York X X  X X X X X X X X X X X X 0 
North Carolina X  X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
North Dakota2                0 
Ohio X X   X           0 
Oklahoma X    X X X X  X   X   0 
Oregon X X 0                
Pennsylvania X X              Pending 0 
Rhode Island1 X X  X X           0 
South Carolina X   X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
South Dakota X    X X X X X X X X X X  0 
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http://www.nmcpr.state.nm.us/nmac/_title06/T06C064.htm
http://www.dos.state.ny.us/info/nycrr.htm
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=1283&ContentID=15511&Content=61999
http://www.oar.state.ok.us/oar/codedoc02.nsf/frmMain?OpenFrameSet&Frame=Main&Src=_75tnm2shfcdnm8pb4dthj0chedppmcbq8dtmmak31ctijujrgcln50ob7ckj42tbkdt374obdcli00_
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/rules/OARS_500/OAR_584/584_038.html
http://www.teaching.state.pa.us/teaching/lib/teaching/ESL-program_specialist.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/EducatorQuality/Certification/default.aspx
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/stateboard/regs/documents/4362.pdf
http://legis.state.sd.us/rules/DisplayRule.aspx?Rule=24:15
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Courses in the following areas are required for ESL/bilingual 
certification: 
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Tennessee X  X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Texas X X  X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Utah1 X    X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Vermont X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Virginia X    X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Washington X X  X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
West Virginia X X 0                
Wisconsin X X  X X X X X X X X X X X  0 
Wyoming X X X X X X X X X X X X X X  0 

1 ELL information reported contained within general education regulations. No ELL-specific regulations found.  
2 Unable to locate current legislation. Most recent administrative rules on teacher certification are listed as repealed. 

http://state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-02/0520-02-03.20081128.pdf
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.21.htm
http://www.schools.utah.gov/cert/require/rules.htm
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/pgm_prostandards/vsbpe/rules/educ_5100_licensing_regulations.pdf#page=15
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Compliance/TeacherED/nulicvr.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=181-82A&full=true
http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/p5202.doc
http://dpi.wi.gov/tepdl/pi34.html
http://soswy.state.wy.us/Rules/RULES/4897.pdf

