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minirnimi the of meeting the educational needs other ex-
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The dassrootn is a

more concerned with the Nnially seeing and thought that the proNems
of the blind were less pertinent to their immdiate responsibilities.

COMPO Will II isgterterimal rtiatisen dips with otlxr in the
school and *Jults in the conmunity were rated high. Tix participating
trachcrl placed near tlx top ci the: very comi_rencies the
ity to cooperate with regular teachers in schedules so the
partially seeing pupils might participate in total actiiitits of the
school (3).4 They considered it very impcaunt" fir the teacher to
operate with other special teachers in adoixing and vleveloping ae Itites';
grated program kw each partially seeing child (11) and to work as a mczber
of a team with other . per-stoma, sich as medical and pdycho

suited to the weds and abilitks of the put-logical, in planning a
tially seeing (36).

The teachors thought it very imtvreint" to help tk plants Cl partially
seeing pupih undentand and deal with their child's limitation and po-
tentialities (19), with emotional Fcoblems' which may arise hop
having a partially se6ng child in the family (27), and to help them wik:
the child's school placement (30). They considere4 it "imPormnt"
help parents rat information from clinics asul agencies serving the putilpf.
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&mist paren,, with the r child's occupational placement
53), and participate (60).
The trachen alw imfycx-tant" he able to interpret

&ming super-
v and also to Tilev
,misidered it inTortant* of ILA tions concrrnr-d

seving as National Society for the Prrven-
non of and Interaatianal Council (o( Excrp6onal Children
,62). of- the par-
tially beyond the claw-corn

uilk rapervirmi rtrpilartidasei were
valuabk. The thmight it to be rrcoguire
sigin and symptoms of vision impairment in thic .general school populauon
(42); to contribute co community leatimship in itutifying, and

program for partially wring pupils (55), to work
with archimta and saiool administrators in planning and smunng pedal
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TEACHERS OF ARE SEEING

building partially seeing pupils (64); knowState local laws the education of the partially seeing (65).The successful teachers apparently think that they, as well as the super-visors, should share the ieadmhip role: The group concerned with
of partially seeing children at the final Work Confetence suegestedthat such a leadetship role would necessitate fimiliarity with State andlocal laws and the ability to assist in setting standards for an adeLquate visual

for all children as well as for the partially seeing.
personal cheracArristiq as well as specialized knowledge

skills were highlighted by the successful teachers. ally 2 cd the 87 com-listed in the inquiry form rderred to personal competencies.
thc ability to enunciate clearly and ixonounct correctly (18)and the ability to see normally (37). These comr-,.tencies were considered

very important."
There were two other opportunities in ,the inquiry form for the partici-

,

pating teachers to express opinions on persoilal characteristics.' First,they were asked whether teachers of partially seeing children needed
sonal characteristics different in deeree, or kind from those required ofteachers of normal children. Of those who reported experience with bothnormal and partially seeing children ft) and who therefore had some per-spective in the matter, 100 teachers answered yes," 16 answ "no," and7 made no reply.

Second, the to list anJ .comment on'...rsonal to the-se qu'ilities, the
words for example, 31 teachcn, ineatio040

and 12
From 4 to 10 teachers words " tibn "-estional

"physical fitness," "saise at tumor." *e
ments of many implied that these qualities. were im

To merely list these would not iSeilect the MI thesoingof the teachers Patiencejti examplii;..comed to mesa
with kmness io accomplish nectimoty En*

tt:4 A

the ability to inspire each indivithill dmild to make a succa
the ability to awourage tk &Mita to surmount obstacles which they

:I.

sympathy *at generally useä
iroblems created by the hsn4kap, as indicital bilhaollowjng:

oispothy, wkierstanding, and appt:cciado#
of mishit from ph

The have a broad Oticept of the meaning . 4

4Called of Eduratim review the endings from tbt Andy 1964).
P

Bee inquiry form EXC-40, question 6.
is Of teachers, 123 teaching normal end partial* kt;',children.

'a

r t r
*I

4,

V r :NAV,
4AI*

p.



,===

a--

schw
community.

a
_Q

0
= 7 _ 7---

members =nu
wte the reaL_ =

Lae characteristics "resoilri:-
ered essential, as shown by the :allowing

a

who arr, also

_

ts an

2

1

Ow teach
=

A
competencies

The
trnar-s
secured through

=TM
-7 -7- - -

7 impaired

a

antir!- _
-

A

P

==t

tac1justflnt;

La7:11:114Miteld

medical
tests

indulmu- a ir V
-7

z

child
_

tethtchetc*chaL InaI1cAthae&oin-45Iid by both gm w- othq
Orthao committee or

co,Witi1,11Km=a-

'= _ --
= E

die committee
=mated
swam

Attu

thought

;

Oa
* 4very

COMPETENCIES NEEDED 27

think it should e..tend to all staff to
prdessional in the .To

ability to establish high professional within the school
hc owperative and have ability work well with all school personnel
ability to pin full croixratioa and to jive cooperation herself
willingness to give much time to taiiewita parentsAnd othffs working
the stwient.

and were consid-
free responses :

Tmchais of partially wing children should be rescmrceiul, flexible, sad able to make
changes readily and comfortably.
Resaurcefulnen and versatility in planning and providing materials. Flexibility in (1)
changing nxthoris and techniques to suit thc needs of tlx ptipih; (2) changing plans at
short notice when necessary.

to teach a vpiety of grsdes and subject matter. -

has summed up several important in the follow-
ing

Treat the handicap matter.of-factly. Help the child to trixkrstand it. Teach the impor-
tance of gcxxi general health and encourage him to fumtion to the height of his &bifida.
Train the car, the heart, and girit so the eye will have a "twinkle."

COMPARISON OF COMMITTEE AND TEACHER
OPINION

opinions of the the 130 superior teachers on compe-
for the most part tend to reinforce each although dley 'Pere

different techniques.. Both the committee and Hie teac4ers
thought the, scope of the work of the special teacher required noi only
certain personal characteristics and specialized teaching competencies, but
also working ci rçla;ed fields. This knowl-
Cdge of .to help the with his per-e-nal

and methods ust4 in CTaluating the child; iroviding an
adequate currkuluxn, teac4ing techniquelt, _and materials (including other
areas of exceptimality); knowledge of pt61essi9nal literature; interpersonal
relatitmaiips; overall suix-rvisory responsibilities; api person1 charac-

weie
competencies were clearly em-

phaiffzed by only cc; group, ;bc the teachers.
4. molical and the teachers

ItaFoll!I of Partlally d blow about
ology, a1d C7C s#,Fclation to the
his Ouca porm. Both group

A.

funct,ions of owl spethlists
teacheo calskicrui it
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:Iiuw con-idc1:e vaxiavon in Iieir opinions. III øki tO make the best
USC cif the child's ttentialit and t,= know the best wchniqics &w

i £rs fl[TTILjj7 hurt, teachers simuhi kiW the multi of roiip rei.
and tests of auditory? vis1 T& srion arises as to much
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This
emphasis may ci deviation
as well u changes of Isis eyes.

Pupil aijarbanst.Both groups ,cbnsideied ability help the child
his total personal development one of the most important

children. The participating teachers
ability atmosphere.

They

childrm.

committee, in other words but in a similar trein,
functice in helping with his mac:K*1 For exanipk,

special tcaciier able help the
repil gaii limitalices. skilh.
were probably stress0 because the teacher''s .claily association
child places her in alitrategk position to help

Evelsatiets of :h. child.In general, both
recognized cd records.
Both group considered chit.

records. 71w fat* .

records as *portant." ;`,

visionmscreening i "d cifsed" committee'

for
and Euhy. tio*

should-
&be skills is -gewralivi detennisted !)y the resouttes of tiw school *OA%
and the comnumity in which the special -ttachet. is cmployid.:
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a.

This &Mrs teacher provide. special nuiterias.

=miry and secxxidary uheicol levels in órgtiirng ind administering pro-
grams for partially seeing childnz.

holusAmil limisineaodi the committee and the teachers agreed that
it wo "hapor=t kir special teachers to have knowledge and under-
standing of the. significant literature bearing on the education and psychol-
ogy partially seeing children.

Intwfwmsal relitimships.---Both the committee and the responding teach-
ers aereed that then should be a close working relationship between teach-
ets of partially seeingthildren and other teachers in the_sthool, with proles-
&NW workm la the community -and with parmts. Both groups regarded
it as es&tntial forthe ipedal -+-zfacLer to work wAth other teachers in plan-
ning schainics and activitm3 fOr partially atildren. By means of

thiidrcn b-ecome a part of dke total school programsuch ccwil-----ratim
th_ a 11X-CCIS Are r-8 P aWat ,The CM/Miate mentioned 'further

partially sf.:ng ld take the initiative in mak*
Iatilistmots

th2tZC

'

tom:mince an4ck tea,
*

it n --MAt7
wacherito workss a niciiber of a team with such personsu ophthal-

61010st, tic* workers, and rnychologists in order to best serve the
ne5ds otiodally seeing children. . They furtlwr agreed that the special

dm
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30 TEACHERS OF CHILDREN WHO ARE PARTIALLY SEEING

should ix proficient in inteipreting to the community the nevls of
partilly seeing children. particular emphasis frAt the
teacher's kilowledge of agencies and clinks which may serve
the partially seeing

the and emphasized special *cher%
role in working with The committee stressed for

to materi1 u the screening tests
and the ipalo, and my-
chologists. The teachers emphasized a direct
ing relationship. For theyficossi&rt:d it "very impmtant" to have
the ability to help parents the dii14's limitatims and
iities and to assist them handling his social and emotional problems and

hisichool *coma.
Overall sipervismay resparibilitimBoth the amain= and the 130 par-

ticipating reachiri showed cm&rn for ali children il'irithive defects. kfley
agreed that the ipeciai ecachetsiiould beible to recogni ymptoms
indLate visua .__,... las,t- ..... the al school Mon.

. .
,

they agreed that the. havc I
tyixs d programs foi
te,rms of the, individual nee* tOP ip- the comiuáflhy rismircem
Both groups recognize- skin, as4isting viiththe organiution and *lido.*
istration of various programs lei; partially seeing children as a valuabiC
competency.

thf tgatlyir.Both the committcc and_ partici-
luting teachers teacheis of partially teeing chilaren and youth
should distinctive They stressed patience,
understanding, cooperation, resourcefulneu,and adaptability.'±. Both maw

necessity of good heittth, a well-adjusted personality,
a sense of humor. They considered normal good speech

The committee pointed out that these char-
are by all teachers they are oneeded in greater measure by

seeink children because of the social and
a physical handicap.

One is impressed with tht emphasis given by both the committee 4nd
the teachers to petsonal characteristics necessary for !'cooperatice.". The

seeing children should possess
frendlyt, towacd others id order to

required flv a finribie msoing Fogram. l There
the conmittee ata the teachers believe that Accilers

d partially seeing children, in order to be effective, must haw abduct.*
personal characteristics as well as specialized knowleige and i

.
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Katil J1 Cmm-recy

A or of social and emotional pzoblems Furtial
loss of vision.

to counsel wins
-life goals.

to develop interests d partially seing them
hobbies, and cluk4 suited abilities7,

A kwwlc4ge or understanding of the =thcQs ed. techniques of mulling thc socially

A knowledge of vocational problems arising from partial loss of vision.
.The ability to help parents of partially scing pupih with their child's oecqueimisi

placement.
The ability tb work with architects and whwl administrators in lianning and
securing sixcial school building features and wsial cquipnknt fcw panially wing

PuPils.
The tests papiis.

The

and growth of vmation, scial skills
teacher. The fact that

of to teachers
as

exceptional indiliSuai goals
growth may by the she ma** of her

competencies all is,
. s' `i $.1

were w sli tat All. .

km. appendix kw the
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tors may wiih to give consideration to the nine Comtvtenc n for inservice
planning. College N-rsonnel may wish to review their efforts in preparing
spccia1 teachers in these compctencies.

On the following 11 romp:le-my items teacher ratings of importaace were
/ewer than their ratings of stif-preficitamy:

Rook order

46 The Ain

49 Thx ability partially wring mils toque a plumetk attack in word recog-

50 A knowkdgc undemanding of type faces and sixes ofprint.
51 A knowle4ge or understantling of differences in the functions and resporailitics oi

ophthalmologists, a:roux-thus, ind opticians.
58 A icecrwWRe or understanding of anatomy'and physiology of the 'eye.

The ability to panicipite parent-school actlitics.
61 A knowledge or understanding of catws of thc various cooditioas

partial vision.
61 A know or and locations of

the educatim and gcnAI welfare of the
Kiting, such Coundl for Exceptional Children and the Na-
tional Society ki trLet Prevention of Blinciness.

63 The ability to do

76 The ability to administa group schieventatt rests to partially seeing pupils.
78 A or of thc history oi education of the partially seeing.

Cafftevig
op and use indiviinal cumulative records of partially seeing

resinamt cwtke of Am. ra I. Me

Th competenciet listed
understanding tk 'partiallt child's eye condithm, and
relaticniships. The fact that superiot
the
fce both ireparatim. The findings
seem all* to have implkations afcr a special edtwatim in lmal

Has too mtxth emphasis given time commtencies
in relatioa to the total ivogram? Do special =when
records, mom, and tem partially see*" 'child,

arc -necessirY best use cd their veciai
tcncie0 Could special educaticm give insentice teachers

opportunieks to knowkdgei oink' the
teachus of swing children, awing teadierst. ,stoetkigs
schod, °stain phases 1 =gamy imd eye, caw the

itratiout, eye cagiticms? potially teeing
grf,'oe,on

activiti&

rc--;
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graph and will be discussed briefly. Statistics on the number of negative
and undecided replies are not included in this rcrwirt. Thc reader may
wish to know about 20 percent of the directors and sun&l.visors were

\

about the pe-oficiency of their teachers on them:. questicms.
The questions centered on some d the comixtencies which the

pating teachers rated, including orientatice of teachers to other area of
exceptionality; undemtanding the child; developing curriculum an using
distinctive teaching metluxis and aids; interpreting and using educa onal,

. psychological, and medical repkIrts; identifying causes of social nd emo-
tional maladjustment; understanding of community agencies aqU services
for the visually handicapped.

Neither group, u reference to graph 1 shows, expressed a high deprec of
satisfaction with the pcoficiency of their recently prepared teachen, b"t the

direcurs and were somewhat better satisfied tlian the
State directm and specialism.

ram

TEACHERS COP CHILDREN WHO ARE PARTIALLY SEEING

AS APPRAISED BY DIRECTORS AND SUPERVISORS

In response to a series of questions directors and suptrvisors from
State departments of education and from local school systems c
some opOions on the effectiveness of teachers with recent pieparation in
the arta of the partially &ming. Their opinions arc summarized in graph 1
on page 35. The 45 State and 62 1oca1 directors answered 'yes, 'no, or
''tuideciprd. The percentage ce affirmtive answers is shown in the

(me exception, the local personnel affirmative replies
the State personnel. Only 34 percent of

with 51 Fcrcent ci State directors thought that teacikars of partially seeing
children had adequate orientadm to other areas of exceptionality. This
relatively low evaluation seems to point to an area for further stu.:
for it may reflect an inadequacy in preparatian, It will k
recalled that the *pc= emphasized the immtanee of tin
special teacher's skill in with seeing
have other handicaps.

the local surx-rvisors thought the special teichen-.
had an adequate understanding of the basic primiples of child growth sad
development, only 48 fxrcent ci the State directms agreed with theft

The teachers' iroficieng in curriculum diats
needs and the use of disfinctive methods and aids àí teaching were vkwed
more favorably by local by State passonack-ivith (mx

complete, appendix D. %nos St 4.)
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both groups (54, 90 thought
teachers able

the'ir pupils.
On the teachcrs' ability to interpftet and ux educational, psychological,

and medkal reports, that was fairly close agreement ktween the State and
loc.l personnel. te 8 9, and 10 from 42 p-Lrcent to 53 rscent ex-
pressed satisfaction.

eithe the Surt nor th local group felt that the scial teachers were
effective in identifying causes of scKial and emotional maladjustment (18
percent of State directors and 33 percent 01 local suFwvisors). It will be

understandineof social and
g among important

all their self-appraisal indicated that
impcovement

preparation
wachers?

State and local directors show a small satisfaction
p-c-rcvnt) with teachers' comirtendis in us. agencies and

children. the
sufhcient emphasis thex.

means trips?

1.Percent

children in school

r---c---paratim
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36 TE CHERS OF CHILDREN WHO

findings presented in the ca)lies part of this p. 1)1km:ion (see tabL
p. 18) indicawd that all the comrxtencies coverrA by tfie 14 qtlinfions

for the tracher of the partially seting. Th-g- fac- that
about hall of their directors and supervisots them

froficient in some of theu competencies may be cauw for co-AN _ern.

be help the teacher irr ciforts to
of her comFxtrncy is acquirt-ki through own initiative and re-

and through the assistance of State an-1 I -zal sur=visinfts oi
special educatim. Much is also the crganizzz4 0-
fcssional programs of colleges and universitiL).

ntjy
What
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-rico as it ts hoped, the mast csscntial knowkdge and abilities have been
1. identifxd in the preceding pares, the next qvcstion is, "What kind of

ucatic and .crperience will help develop ah efec.tive =cher of the
tially seeing?" In answer to this cnutstion this section rtports opinions on:
(1 ) The value of practical experiences in the pr6fessional preparation
of teaclxn al the partially seeing; (2) the amount of student-teaching with
partially seeing ddldren thought to Iv desirabk; (3) the amount of teaching
crmience with the so-called wrmai chilaren thought to bc desirable;
(4) ional backgrounii for teacher candidates most likely to succeed.

PRACTICAL XPLMENCES IN PROr A...-S.ON A 1_,

PkEPARATION

t:ow do teachers value $O1fl f the practical irperknces which are
usually included in teacher educatim programs? A list of exix-ri-
ences was pre--;:nted in the in---uiry forms to the IN teachers of the partially
seeing fcw fa-ring as to relative imp ntanct. 104 ei thc 130
wachal rated each .ence. Thcx experienc, airanged in rank order
according to average ra !nes of mi7ortance,, may be found in table II on

Teachers &tuck(' much valm to all 18 practical expericn,es. They gave
an average rating ot "very unriOrtallt" CO 5 exrcrittnces and "important"
to the 13. They recognimi, as tabk LE shows, that their ivo-
fasiceal ixeparation should include a wicte range of "Tactical c
Those which the teachers valued molt highly 7.-cre:Iplanacd olvs-ervation in
special schcholior claw.s for partially seeing childraK )3; student-teach:- g

1

grirlig Do kagift Rom EXCLIKI,
I Tim ming sale was klealc---41 wilb the O u3 by Ow I30'teachere In orsioating the con

tabb "iwy
peeestbsses aro matador thwottanee as shown ta OMB=Pw- at.

1 ; .4. g._'
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EDUCATION AND EXPERIBNCES PROFICIEWY 39

partiaily awing pupils 2 t the level (2); experiences in drawing
cd tu..a timid intercireta Lions from MO) ogi cii tectards (3); and
teaching ti ruxtual child= (4) -

They cxxisidarti itudent-trachi g of partially seeing children I the
ekmentary level '2) mmr menti than t the scondary (12) or nursery

kvel (18). it should be recallei thlt most ci the reachms partici-
pating in this study were ekmentary tracheri. Throughout the
there arc mt prs.6visions fm partially seeing children at file
than at the seccedary icvd. Partially totting &Mr= arc not apt to need

thc nursery kwd s__inc do their eyes
for cloc work at that unle.

Judging from th4 teachers cm tx cx-peracnce in
interixrtations from ophthal mix-ma (3); from psychological
frparts (5); and from eatiCit (7), opportunity for c per

crs timuld I incluticki in the specialimi mparsciat.
Oprwrimifies to obwt-ve teachers Lail at

stressit by the teachers. They rated high:
planncd observation of mu/ tiprt-ie$iional conferrncrs (8), of ophthalmo-
1(4ical specialists (9), and cmierrncts of teat:hen d the parually sectng
(10), As the will rrcall, the study the ability to wem-k
as a member of a tram has Lval highlighted u a distinctive
Thew teach-en think their college rwrparation sboad initiate them this

, Although the teachers' first con,Ecerp is experignces which pre-pars
them to vrtwk in the classroom and is a member 4 a rrc4essional te2.113, they
also think it he,Jpful to visit-ccuumunity armies contteitnatiiith partially
seeing children (14 and 16), the honxs of these children (15), and
to with to partial vision (13
atki l7).'

4 were siren so orportarnIt not only to rate alio to report
pieced CX2 11,411 tn pregiarakat. Vapabnethed det.a hei t?-t-.-.t a fairly high rroparclon
of teanberl their not tucks& thew 5 rxprcienors (13 threugh 17).
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. 128 clock hours; Asti ta.e local There is closer
three special the

for the (inexperienced) c
participating' teachers clock personnel
j61 clock the

TEACHING. EXPERIENCE WITH
.5

Should caching children be a prerequisite for a
pci;son preparing to tcach the partially ing? so, how much shoi
candid= have? inions on these -uesti*N, were collected

from the same grouuz that reported on
are reported in graph 3.

3. Amount of classroom matins experience with normal children
teachers of the partially seeing (expressed in medians) .

matt

r.

4 5

=4

teachers

- -.1.1,r

-

11.

than X semesters teaching exl-rietrie refers to Mutant teask,
teaching role=

MI t itOr-, ci--_15-__;,z19v Vat ,cipal requirements are (atrati,,,1-1)
specv,2:,, educators. _milv-,411 kirk, an saT.Etz-.3 ,si,s.

student teaching I ti-a,:zo----e with children.
1_41 to , than two C*1-4--.,-ora

See for -os--ter
__

t te,_:41itotltg Ina sitA;Artable requirements are tr-4,.-b ij the average iiixtin of
aotssars;. Lvgg a the four

* Although the "none" and "more than also was, very fbw
persons indicated Meat On then replies. there of stRimier

"MIOW439

,t; 41E-0-

appendix D, page 00, frankly) forms =?Ze)4 alt

"minimum" for _ f.
' -41.%

A 1.4 and inquiry
tion 111. ties also a lax 0, P, 10.: percentage Gaga weal) selecting = desirable, and
amount tb mast children.

1

J. 1
*
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hours,

and
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Special
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2 3
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Minimal

9

Desirable

1

Ideal
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experience,

(median)
respondents of
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job classroom teaching with
normal children

5.16 At least dime years of on-the-
job ciassr3rn teaching with

children....nornai
5.17
Indicate the amount of student-
teachin with exceptional children
whirl you believe should
MAL, DESIRABLE, and IDEAL
prerequisites for special education
teacher-candidate who is a ucccs-

kitth-tr- (F.,ptcity

ful classroom teacher.0
(Use thc M, D, and I key as in item
5.1)
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226-300 clock hours
Other (specify):

5.3 Indicate the amount of student-

*a

teacning with- children
which you believe tw,_-2 MINI-
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6. (Completed by State, Local, and College rsonnel)
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ng key:
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