




























































28 LIFE ADJUSTMENT EDUCATION-

CONNECTICUT

In 1938 the Connecticut Suite scbooi authorities developed a plan for
improving di* secondary schools, and during the next 10 years the plan was
carried forwa0-. Through statewide and regional committees (1) they
developed a c4mmon concept of the functions of secondary education; (2)
they made a survey of the secondary school program; (!3) they evaluated
90 secondary schools according to certain accepted criteria; (4) they studied
problems of post.secondary school education; and (5) they made an analyst's
of the various Federal enterprises operating during the depression.

A. an outgrowth of the 10 years of work the State Department of FAuca-
don issued in Auguit 1944 and reissued in March 1948 the document,'The
Redirection, Reorganization, and Retooling of Secondary Education. The
bulletin included some general proposals for reorganiution of secondary
education. There were alapters dealing with citizenship, fundamentals,
health and allied elements, home and family living, specialized interesis and
activities, vocational programs, and personal and social adjustment; and
suggestions for implementing the program. The 1948 edition of this docu .
ment came out just 3 months after the first meeting of the first National
Commission on Life Adjustment Education for Youth. -

Soon after the first Commission meeting, plans were announced for the
Connecticut Study for the Improvement of Secondary Education. The
stated purpose of the study was "encouraging and assisting those secondary
schools in Connecticut that wish to work toward an improved program oflife adjustment education for youth." It was done cooperatively by the
secondary schools, the colleges end universities, and the State Departmentof Education. The Connecticut Cnuncit on Secondary Education served
as the Steering Committee. Any public or private high school or vocational-,
technical school could become a participating school by making applicationto the steering committee and presenting evidence of meeting the followingcriteria:

ei- 1. The scbool is interested in developing program in line with the guiding principlesof life adjustment education.

2. The school proposes a plan of aCtion for cooperative study of its program.
3. The teaching staff, as tveli as the administration, are inte.mted in studyingcooperatively the school program to edapt it to life adjustment goals.
4. There is a well-developed plan for including citizens of the commnity and theboard of education in the study.

S. The school can make available: leadership, time, and resources for carrying outthe study.

6. The school I. willing to work with the colleges and universities of the State inorder to determine what factors ciintribute to college success and what is thebest basis for recommendation to college.
7. The school is willing to make a foliowup sway of Its mils in college and incommunity.
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State. The publication, GuidanceEducaaon for Improved Living, which
Was an outgrowth of this-conference, has been widely used and has been so
popular that it is now out of print. Also in 1950, there were 5 regional
meetings on Improvement of the Sumrner Program in which approximately
375 superintendents, principals, supervisors, and State Departveneperionnel
participated. The State recognizes that teachers' use of time during the 3
months of summer employment provided by the Minimum Foundation Pro-
gram, is a Vital factor in determining whetheesuch employment Provisions
Will be continued.

In January 1951, a group composed of State Department of Education
personnel and faculty members from Florida State University, the University
of Florida, and the University of Miami discussed the possibility of coop-,
crating in setting up a 'series of clinics on the problems of 'grades 7, 8, and 9.
The first clinic was held at Florida State University, in March 1951; the
second was at the University of Florida, in March 1952 ; and the third at the
University of Miami, in March 1953. All three were sponsored jointly by the
State Department of Education .and the particular University where the
meeting was held. All meetings have been work conferences. Some of the
problems which groups have dealt with are: How to teach the basic skills;
developing a core program; help for ihe low educational level student; social
promotions; articulation between schools; homogeneous groupings; drop,
outs; enrichment of the curriculuin; nonacademic Junior high-school prob-
Inns.; and organization of the junior high school. tonference personnel
included supervisors, superintendents, prinapils,and teichersboth second-ary and college. These conferences are seen as making it possible for the
teacher-training institutions and the State Department of Education to analyze
and explore ways of developing a more efficient program of education. They
have undoubtedly been a potent factor in improving programs in junior
high schools.

A State conference on dropouts was held in Tallahassee in 1952. It was
attended by secondary-school principals and representatives from the col-
leges and the State Department. During the Wilmer of 1953, the State
Department sponsored workshops to study needed improvements in various
akpects of the school program such as: economic education; physical edu-
cationfacilities and grounds; safety education; and visiting teachers.
Thus, Florida, in a variety of types of conferences, has worked on problems
related to Iffe aijustment education for all youth.

As recently ae October 26, 1953, this State organized the Florida Council
on Secondary Education. This council represents acioss section of this

"rvel of education including: the State pepartment of Education, the State
teachers association, the teacher-education institutic,ns, theatounty super-
intendentsi the secondary-school .principals and supervisors, and teachbrs.
The function of this council wilt be to study the problems of secondary edu-
cation, to disparities information, to clarify thinking, to evaluata.practices,
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Summary of Holding Power Skidies

The causes of high-school holding power and early school-leaving are
obviously complbx. They involve much more than the icurriculiun and the
other activities of a given school and the changes they produce. The various
studies show that the dropout problem begins with the original school
entrance of the child, and that it involves both the home aad the, community
as well as,the school. Parental and teacher attitudes are quite as important
as tho,acfion programs of the school and community ; and the climate of
friendlineu developed between pupil and pupil, and between pupil and staff,
by the administrative and personnel practices of a school are also of great
significance in improving holding power.
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There was some reluctance to pass










































































