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All elemnteary teachers met in their own buildiug to itiseuss.aild
dill; tentative report mid. Parents and children were
in these meetings. The resulting suggestions *ere Witt-

Wed by 'the committees and incorporated in a new temporary
card which was to be used for 1 year. A bulletin was prepared to --'

accompany .the report card. Copies were sent to all teachers and
parents and includ,d statements of why progress should be re,
poitted, what the new report cif program; aims to do, what the
progress reports would look like, and how all concerned may .F9rk
together to make the new report 'of progress a success.

The fpregoing illustrates how a whole school. may cooperate
In the solving of a school problem. is included as tin exaniple-of
what appears to be'a trtuld toward democratic procedurd in
citrriculum planning. r .

. In a miller schwl s3rstem in Colorado mucitof the curriculuta ;

is accomplished through the efforls of an elementar*,,
curriculum planning committee. This committee is made up d
one representAtive from each elementary school with no
Utan 2 principals s,erving at one time. The election is for,3 Tears.
Membership is staggered so that only one-third of the
are new each year.

Tne purposes of the planning committee are : (1) To advise 4

with and coordinate work of other curriculum committees; (2)
make- reports faculty groups and get opinions and advice on

problems; keep faculties
saa piano fok itarriulum &angel; and (t) to
problems ind simpst ways of solving them

- As guremakge of tbe way in which the committee functions the
homing ascription htgiven :

berg

ft Three years ego a questionnaire was uint to all teacMrs to find out the
areas in which tht* want4.11e* On the 'Axis of this questionnaire three
areas *ere chosen for stglisial studies* health, and science.. Oftlic., 5-7
riculum aria sub-eolinmitts0 way formed to awry.= the &chug- ,,
of curriculum imProvemelt.

;

These commit-Um operatein the follairime. way: (1) Whai a -uriu
riculum are* has pimm selected for study asid major revisits, ail
te.Chers are called Soot* to dismu,as tbs and to main suggal
tons which wooki *it the dixectkm ow to take. (1) A istap
mitte (usuany of 6) ii 4064* revim the Merams 61WW

prOgrani Ii tentati oftosred, the tow-hers ars ail
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the level

interest is the strongest motivating factors in learning, aid
be successful, experiences must be based on the children's

interests
150 questions to in the survey was compiled by

aid
parents, administered

children
questions.

on areas they .concerned
vidual and the group, without regard to the age level or previous health
knowledge of the child.

The results of this health survey were the determining factor
health
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disband, as in the cue of an Illinois setond grade that read the
Walt Disney version of Alice in Wonderlatid. The children dis-
cuised interesting episodes and reread paAs limy liked. Then they
divided into six groups and worked independently for a short time.
Each group plannedii 4ramatization of a certain incident Then
the, gr9opt gathei it)* 'vie tgg group serail, and each small .

litWattization to thit daft Some of the pre-
-61411 of charades, and the clam listened anti
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A New example
of young children working in temporary interest groups. About
40 children were engaged in free play. the help

blocks ; another, transportation toys;
and third, home Each worked in a separate corner of

Two looking at picture books.
lasted for hour. Then tables anechairs

back and space was the children to move
teacher played ippropriate records, half the cidle

half and listened.
played to "dance

way you

14*-`

Asf;. ,

!I of activities, requiring
Some are likely not to

to cope with
certain instruction or practice formed
with the *cher they have acquiried

goals have achieved, these groups are disbanded,

S. ..
new groups aie formed to work on new types of problems. In the-
cooperative store described on page 68, some of the

out division, to write

tj
a

Ability Groups

groups are are the
tool Suppose, for or four

children need in and words in thought
groups one at a time. The teacher help,7.

vtv

in a When the pupils have learned this particularor4

skill, the ia disbanded and the teacher- helix the
find another group that meets their .

In a few schools or dystenis, organized front
three to five basic groups for readings This plan is beiiig tried in

. the schools of one Kentucky county, Each cowmen% school or
single classroom is divided into four small .groups according to

',411/11 in reading. These children are also grouped for other skills,
. such as arithmetic. Ite,ding groups and aritiunetie groups do not

f
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One is an advanced LTroup in vtuch the
much guidance from the teacher. Another

is t mictklle requires only a fair amount of guidance.
A third group is conirtowd of children who need a great deal of

subjects.
=4=1:

direct teaching, esivecially on techniques. The fourth
group
niques. acne fifth an
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i one of Time is
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-Teather stiatiis pupiiso--tecording to a bulletin on teacher*
pupil planning published by a city in Maryland, the teacher in her
own preparatory plannitig exaMines the needs and interests of the
children in her class and plans opportunities for them tO bp con*
sidered in the school program. Siw anticipates some of the probe'
lems that are to Oise and thinks of ways fn which the
thildren can go about solving them. She selects materials and ref*
erences that will be utwful to children at their various ability

When she meets her pupils she has, instead of a ready-made
plan of her own, many idem and resource; to draw.'upon as shi

with the pupils. She is prepared to modify her thinking in-
accordance with the ideas and interests of the class. She is ready
to help them in setting up plans which they can accomplish with
satisfaction and which will contribute .to,their deyilopment.

6 441.

Activities are basic.When planning together, teachers andi !
pupils usfially consider the tasks lo be done in solving problems
or carrying on activities. They select the._ tasks of greatest im*
portance, organize them, and, when necessary, cooperatively as*
sign them to individuals dr grOups. Together teacher and pupilt
,decide on what materials will be newled and where they can getNe
them. A large part of teacherpupil planning is done before the %1

class breaks into small groups. An example of teacher-pupil plan..
ning frequently observed in the schools is a listing of questions
or of to do made tor taachers and pupils together.

In ornia commtinity it is necesory for people=to co
watei,} and dm entire community works on the protgan. In
1 yea, the pupils of grade 4 became interested in the tijtuatiotu,

A

awl began a study with the question, "What has been done to in;'
crease the water supply?' In planning together the teacher and
**Wu oted tlus things to do in' getting their study

t-
ei

Phut out where the immunity' water coma; from.
,
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Planning adds continuity.--Continuity of beiwten
grades is strengthened by teachera-pupil planning. A certain Wis-
consin school is especially successful with a continuous program. ":-4

The school is small, the teachers like their work, and the teacher .

tu ..4 er is s t. Theie things mean 'that the staff can work and
, er. Unnecessary duplication from year to year is

The children's progress is continuous. In the
the primary unit plan gives the children a good
damental skills:
city amtemplates a continuous progrm

th

which-

to progress ro h e primary grades ai his own rate
is by auhltreryisor as follows: Each child will be

th
ing. In order to this possible, will be
Hailed through whi s the child will by step
by level. During the child's first year the
traditimial grades. At the beginning of the second
will continw wherehe left off
no failures or repetiticin. Each child By the

child has finished 8 years in school he
will expected to a number of levels in

may take more than 3 years. An
will Le planned for all who

largely elimina
first three grad
foundation in I

A Rhode Islan

Whit Nftpons Gimps\at .

In many schoob cbildren 'were 'observed working in groupt
which they could mak. progives thenuielves and contribute to the
progress made by others. Gride and age groups leut flexible.
Attempts to organize smaller wroupa strut";

were observed. When sm..11 within the
stancliird grade or age groubpit, ihe rows of children are replaced
bi many small groups working \in clusters, ivith Oaks or death
around small tables or just move4 together. liere are some'of the

in schools ob4erved.

fri one anothe7.14--Look in on pupils fin a
in Ala as study In one group, five girls

aprons, each according to anIndividual pattern. The
of another gmup.arie "1114.1 out I mill

9rdiet catalog, and pasting them paRer
(motion ast What peas= of the year *re these clothes fce I Would

ref wear these *thee every daytOther groups are planning
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Arrangement of the classroom in many of the schools observed.t.

depended on the teacher and the children. It there is characn
teristic to be common, it is that the most modern
classrooms are informal at least part of the time. A visitor in a
Rhode Island first-year classroom saw the arrangement
designed to children to help one another both in assign-
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and in work while the- teacher is busy with
others. In the group are five flexible reading levels. Children are
moved from one to another as their needs or interests chwge. A

of interest centers at which children can work when they
are arranged fonows:

A table the DO Various
choose or are to work at this table at. different times dur-
ing the day to act as helpers in reading. This center is usually well

of a pair of visitor: "I
aod ,

(b) table. Children can
as to

of combinations.

(c) A Here games of all sorts 'that choose 'to
or

(d) A Here make
wax, or and

(e) sides where
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(I) science Here was in a a chart abovq
an experience story telling how the turtle had come to

room. Children came to this table to exchange ideas, look,
notes for study.
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(a) and ciTirs are
in each

group to plan a mini-
of conftwion.

of grouping w simple. are
Membership flexible. Small

work of teacher
large need it

of different
A woup

moved into tke teach-
be
some

grades, child
from go

break in the -91

decide rules
and a of
can teGrn to work in a room at ote time toithout dii
turbing one another. In this way a child, con get the
feeling of controlling his environment. He learns to

about the or Ile be-
to gee how he can mkke a contribution in

a job done.
;

(d) In the elementary school, the trend is towavi having
grade or fige groups taught by one teacher for au or
most of the subjects; that is, the eingle4eaCher clam
is a matter of policy. None of the schools vifited use
the departmental plan in tot(); two or three are luting
it for certain aradei anti swots luic
jects; ktrgely bicause of ail
up with the school system. SOW/ SehOOl atiOnnal for
example, have teachera of
Who do not feel secure enotv to take owls Onglee
teacher class. '.;
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One Qf th biggest tkiiachJI4)earns in jq ticEcc:( iibm anil1

&::- }j:s vc:r-1c :flQfl when necessity Ufl=:(]
th-17 Iw:e iine iii which they work independently

ecery

teacEe=r iii of the Otfl:r children. Independent verihx

c: tI

times play. In working by thems chI}:drii c:c:=int:te
u8:gumenta or reaponaibiIjth they accepted, d;=jsccv=r nev

and find avenues of cretivenes. Teachers iii fl:

[)b8erved ilan definitely for the diikireii tc ha' ii

depeiitit!lil: periods that lit into the tota program x1 round cwiM =Ii;- Below I'? the practicesare observed.k7

Aw,.iia ad Tasks

1Lu Lt! W Complete assigned tasks
1L1 j1jwVJtL14jjI1L !W7UR9R They may, loT eUmDIe. Kvi itiiq

to writ-= hool paper, Ii for planning T51;i
lunch flqaI, c=r be asked to c=ii a magazine article.
Pupils vim= need iractic iii improving :kills in reading, writing. J
c;I use c!= AmIepenth periodj for thk= work
' ET1HW 1JLflfl 1 their agrime-ntg Many teachers make

MEJLT and e:peet Rq; to carry &Jr out iii a number
c,; SthQkJI5, pupils re e=rir:-uragej to help decide on their
üwn i&grunent&

. :, by to see that each ii-J j dev1hi: in tfl

Inc!s1. appropriate lt)r him. JOhn, for exi*: may tend tci be tim
I lie asks for guidance from teachers cEr others more
than gb;z=juM be necary. 1k=ii to make hini rncre
fl1E ch=- turn hfr; attentioi first to thir&s }i t=n= c3c with ce=rfi
ui1t:, cir 5fl: $ hint to turn the te iii

c: vhich he ftpJ Miry may be aggressive. fli teacher
her iii learning how to heIr a OUTF child develop ftia

ti:f in children's Independent work. th teacIr tries to
1ccL, alert to the needs of individual& i=: Ir c1cseq nd;aiih of association that to know how to Fi each
g r',.

. A
FI1I a ±: h ceased to4

use thL=in They be!th?v tK geeiiy -jcon,r !j
m-: J ipervic:=r 17 one school wriea thiu

L ' :oT:1 out worçbxk in every ratIE
UIHII. 3irst rt3 cotiraged to ueve1ot= flir

Wo:bnok ctivitie- i1ien th are neeci. In art, iter=s
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interests, schoolai

worth-while_

day.

schools, children are expected

for the responsible
prepare a report

arithmetic part their

the
. however,

Teachers way

independent . .

help others in ways
is tiio

guides
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she metes

good many of the schools, visited are concerned
wil1inibx1 of workbooks.
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L3xhibit was left up for 3 weeks.
to nrovide opportunities for children and t--az-___ae

was done fter school on a voluntary basis
attended. returned several4

e_At
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children said
min 77-ograms.
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,-;f- soil tt:3ehd to each State. He

=4.
.

E_

!

-

Children often
- Iin a ci

1W1 rtc) i

elp one anothpr

While the

r
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to be non-existe*,.! inkriogh 1m1cbook* used,
criminitely, some sometimes have to

.-' repeat again' and Some

44,1 that
-.1)Atter be used ih more
when specific needs can be by

Hobbles, Markley
and WO* or Fun

st

-
arise when children

activities they like. One spring, for example,
41. the city centered their annual exhibit of chil-

"When Children Work Alone." -The
objects built or made by

original poetry and other creative
The

purpose the for pupils and
to what their children

done. The A sChedule

worked out
ilsit it The visiting
Mori 600 teachers Some times.t
Many-teachers' and the" exhibit
1ncorporat9 in their

In a city in 'CAW& for children
choose' 'individual actIvities in class

- In a class study States, for example, one

boy chow to study soil. His work with
I. little bOttles of different types

collected samples by writing and by on

project largely during his independent
1

Wipingr
tit
. tke ia busy. Pwils4 4

'`... s

A o

Indiana,' example,
pfthe

4f '., teacher. smaij other chil-.,

dren help one another. Sometimes several reader* sit in with'At

M g

1 a group of readers and by to w)tat the, difficilties Aret

*

.101P: and how each of the slow readers When theytitgrs:

I tell. what kind of Is they give it. Free-choicei

reading and aloud to are activities for the indel
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Aim school,
such as mrncoi the school rpar and announcements,

ana prwticü fOr ±oo1 dramatics, El= service
the student counci-

-tant. Appropriate
the dozens of 0-7--;,:

Ine. a

Ihe guuuce con-
independent periods

and girls can engage
taken from regular class

isconsin school the of, younger
while their mothers attend school meeting& In this hm1,

grade hor themselves responsible for contributing-.

whenever younger pupils earl be
in this wzy. A sxthgr&e thc visited Mexico, for

cAample, once sat in with fif-- piwii. while they planned
f Mexico, gave then ormation; ana helivd them decide
'ties and select reference Nvks ana other good reacting

aivu mexico. .

In s South Carolina sc,____ where -7-i-e

r-st

a
k. and

44 .2-As

1

neeced,
work around the school except

1=-,=-9 and wain the wor1 4-
N

=_ g g g

are
bV

in keeping their
place to study, work, and five. They hav--- great pride

other. Now and then individuals list words they need to learn to
spell in connection with work they ; doing for projects
activities. The room arrangement d . , on page 38 is condu-

to mutual helpfulness among pu The activities just des-
cribOd are not busy work. In each case the has helped the

plan that are part of the total
program

-

many Schools children to perform
the school Such are taken over by clubs

and councils.
In schools in Connecticut, Texas, And other

Statei; individual children take turns working in the dur-
certain periods, checking out reading books and

receiving books library and kieioing the
4 6

In a Col4necticut city, arrangements are de
for ork for

making plans
on or for or conferring with

Wanning for the use of
for in which boys
makes unnecessafy for pupils to be
activities.

*

sixth ferade_ takes care .t

children

to lower programs of tthe
enriched girl

a stady

children's help Is
bon giiis do most of the 2,

The help o
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w 0 e d. All other
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sends men to do repair work upon regdest.
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Oklahoma and Alabania schools, sixth-grade ehildreiv
mend broken toys and make new ones for the first grade, help
younger children with their overshoes, and help check
from Ur library to boys and girls who wish -to read at home.

school on by children in schools of dif-
flag; arranging flowers for

caring/or a flower
on the schecking in distributng

not carried to excess, children learn
the gwd citizens. They the

in planning_ and evaluation.
gradually learn to work independently of at other

to tal:z._ individual responsibilitjr for
their actions during independent periods. Im- a good

and girls have enough sense of
responsibilitsy for the teacher to let them move about as they wish,
plan and exchange materials with othdr'pupils, go on errands, get
drinks and go to 4lets and lavatories, and clean up the space
about their desks when the period is over. Working independently,
children develop a sense of group responsibility.

useful helping children work alone
elude the following:

Children are provided with an environment that is-
dudes plenty of clay, paints, and and
handcrafts, bsooks, on many subjects and easy read-
ing levels, materials to encourage cooking and sew-
iv, samples of handcrafts done by other pupils, and
books that tell how to make or do things of interest.

(b) Children are
the of planning ways of working during
independent periods. In this way pupils learn to

classmates ftequent questions or by too
niuch

(c) Teachers4arrange for periods when the child-ern can
repoet to thelarge group on their independent proj-
ects gni see how their work fitg into the total pro-
gram or ask for kelp from tiailitra or, clan/nate,.

all

(d) Teachers coach children who hip others in order

4 V.
- 14- - I I,
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A Maryland bulletin says
Experiefice hi solving probi
between staff and p

ity; (4) amin
individuals.

"

t councils, should provide

_und

_

,
- ..s

a

Schools organize &student councils with varying degrees of bene-,
fit to the In some schools, the council appears

halls and study groups to maintain order, keeping scraps of paper
its efforts to activities that are merely remedial, such as policing

off the playground, and checking on tardiness. Such councils may
have vale, but not u much as the that have niore con-
structive- programs. Some of the latter are the outgrowth of
teacher's study of children's developmental ana real prob-
lem& Councils with constructive programs to in keeping

moderi theories of child divelopment, can
seen in improved practices and the pupijs.
are examples of council activities with emphasis on purviee, kinds
of activity,

Pdtposos of Student Councils'
A school in Connecticut, which seems fairly Wiesd,,states the

purpose of its student council thus: To unify students and facult7
and help promote the welfare of the school. A ichool in Indiana
has a student cOuncil that systematically provicks for txioperative-

.
service; to school or draws. children together In

planning. Before °this school h4d such a .stu4ent council a
spirit of 'competition had developed. Childre4 to work
against one another more than they worked together. tonded,
for example, to work for better. rector& than'ahet04 10 Andy' tO
make higher grades than others, to take part in ecanpigitive type'
of recreation, to try for awards, and to enter school contests. Too

were drawing children together In their plan-
,_ , ning and their study. Even when groups fonzwd for

.
-,

acts, the children had a tendency to pit theimaelves one against
,. another. After stlidying the situation, teachers and principti dem

Med to sponsor more activities that would thaw togethst
and began by introducing 'the stmlent council idea. ".,

for:
(1) (kinocratically; (2) coopers-
tio* ; (3) cooperation bdween school And

service; and (6) *wokp.
matt of 1*

a

JA ay.
A

of tki activities of the grit Winuting annmfte of
dl was to /Audi! the dismissal plan of the seitool and recommend

-a

0--
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4?thEr carried c;rt 1w fl coUncil include cooperating
with : :m paper a1e tc raise a fund f'ci use
Ii ti sc-ix ; for 2 trained student ccmmttee ta=

EPS leeji the DOWCW:Er in good condition and to bike
(fl1fl the %V1TiIi films are shown ; aintanin a
E-ervfe i=:= tJ c:f ii1 3T =RjJj' O

111 ft,r ::o- imist be absent from the
. building take charge -

'=i untilii; iit;1 UI- ;Ai rdH=m; 31JIXSt1

LL:LL!: L4jtj1fJS FL! fiTTtT 0 tT!tfl:= r:h )f venth and
boys to dtc ci bicycle safety an=i other traffic prc;=b

cEJ The club tisO r:-anged- for students to be on call to heh
teach=i-=; vitIi such activities as banking milk money, keeping
etTh=r anti e:ouIn8 icr rflhiK flQfley answering the telephone.

to certain i!IDMX'3T dUtiS flO' out ways of mak
ng tti =;: The council fz coofdjnatpd

program, a cf 'vcicii- adapted'

'U uie miinins 3=I tfl: i%fl DJtflfl
LJU1 school prepares council

iv=aper r:u&' 4fliflcU News; PUflSO1'S a S-t4r

on LJflfl ; (tff1t C3 utter IMig" r:hlt:e at
school free cii! paper er litter ; ic1 with the:r 5!W)fl

sor, b?s h* of sctuol banking. hi a Tcik SCt1cX=!.

rocn is r ml the 1=-. pmRnrs
class. R f the council ni,crt council i:=tA:
youngei puplig. also wéI1 organized, Is a cc;i=ti

tütkin1, ;TIcI1 9 rgnizei1 part c;f tIM? Ac;=ta1 SCh:XiI

tkZk1t #cciinwiLs also sponsor schi:u=i1 aetiiiuz; ii tr)ii}i tt

;i-&ies ha;v43 nart. In one hooL the: stuthmr ec!:mi1 v:ifl t1w

teacher $)Q-? =i nf flw nnua) fl:1u1 IIncThiii

celebration intawn. 11 fa-ture of the occ&c:Eii :; n !:lrli nf frit
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Bible for the safety patrol throughout the school. The older _girls
help supervise games at recess and help leep younger children
in the proper play areas. Patrol boys help -people cross the .walks,
retrieve balls,.mid place traffic signs street

;

In L.Gonnecticut !school, the student council was
carrying out ,a soil erosion project in which the boys girls

Ailed i and gramed a path which had cut by students and
citizens across the corner of the school ground and a neighbor's
lawn. In an Illinois school, the council has a part in
outdoor classrooms, fireplaces, and gardens; sponsors a
campaigt and to the mayor; and plans
*icing with i"squAr-es" for children a, w\ell as adults,

In 'at least two schools in Oklahoma, the primaiy responsibility
or tlee student =council JB schc1 &afety. In one of these, the 91der
girls amist in supervising games at ress 'and. help keep younger
pupils in the proper play ,r,as. Older boys constitute a safety
Oatrol. They place traffic signs at certain street intersections and
aid 'Ong: children in crowing walks and in retrieving hells that
have rolled into dangerous play areas.

In vachool In Kansas where the. work Of a student council is
limited temporariky to safety; the council is responsible .for bicycle
safety, including activities th teach- pupils the facts pout bicycle
hazards as well as safety. All the'schools in town ire included.
The work is done. in cooperation with the.eity traffic department.
It 18 believed that p,s a fesult of the :campaign during' the past
year all the children who ride bicycles to school have sucessfuliy
passed a safety' examination and have had their bicycles licensed.

In a city in. Mmachusetts where the muncil has charge of
school safdy, the 'children place signs in the neighborhood of the
school to help pupil! recognize safetk hazards. All classes make
posters calling attention to things the children consider to be
safèty\halards. The council meets with the regular student safety

ols and reports t9 representhtives of classrooms on measures
Me patrols think important.

-batpm and S
ft

V.

The bp-aic ortranizatimi of itudent councils appears to be about
the same in all schwia, Or* Maryland wungil, which is probably
typical *this has* president, a vie* praddent, !-
and ripmentatives Iron each cil--==ss. Committet,,are appointedly,
this group for special projects and disbanded irjus their work Is
dnne. A 'assachtmtts school pravicks opportunithe for ihe &JP
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for the project under Besides, the children ---2PLere eager to
xvnine the tec se if they Were all L1at had been for.

The :implls P-rrou-n8 all over the et
wi--Z-:_7f a few of the books until

to tilante most of the and either
for tn and read.

Le pupils CJIAS by subject, and a corn-
mittee ctta/g. *._;.rds fa them. in high school of
which the group just refer is a part, one tz-,-acher teaches all
or !Lost of Cifte subjects in vde, just a in elementary

Consequently, -,:21.,eler,-3 and pupils are free t. work, this
clam, was doing, on; centers that several stfl
jt1s and airm the tine of Iwor%in0-._

South Dako e to use in
gtering information for report& The boys
several yw of for one of their studies. Each pupil

responsible for information on
a ce:---'cin topic. They discussed of

sia people, taking a rAt get.
xta either through in-'_-_,rviews people who know ivy

nervation, gild zonmitilit= n4ws, -:,---oAcks, and

publication& The library was a fine rurc of
tion, so. the helped them tritAe a plan
of the library, and .went to librwrji ith the
librarian helped them ,f_--0-44 classified, how to
the index, how to cards, and how the min,-

r.:4 in which erel, interested.

T LrT.T2

FO41T t /6- e pupils in ',Maine school win*. ti
questions t had rai. They neeir-i' 77-ounP,

tion, that waLs er and richer teael
thought would u. time t iii-lioduce the ,izrzyclo

f encyclopedias o f 1 volumes was brut
the room. --tiro and girls aw at v--eatke were

1;
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_,4,,-,,Tr-es of facts. They could 1 it was going to more dLi
cult to :`nd facts on any topic in th. encyclopedia r.I-Tn it had

in school readers, )ut the e 5ar
tiNt- time tiny know their

other textbooks did not have te anv,ers for they had carefully
checked the table of -61inten4.8 d the index. in these 0.g. boo
WW1 their thouancs at rik some ne w looking or f acts
would i o value.

The teacher ',sped a about the so that each ild
could turn tre pages see what it like. One child used the.
index volume to ac., whether '_-:_erie was yhiiii on "public no _4
ing," which they were studying. Thechiidren checked co
which voiume contained 1..he page hided in :the index.
They tried one or two items for practice, discovr,

as traey wen. .'ong asking questions, ein o an c rycit-
is different from :Ai 0rd in y Te rer c o.k or

The teacher pointed ou that :i child would now knowbe the were ,tept and
ne .houjit su.t books would help.

The South Dakota sixth grade referred -Lo o al
up information in encyclopedias to cetnire discovered

other b9oks that the Tore less When
a pupil read fact encyclopedia L.7:=. had alt,c is,tftcn
ered another book, he read to the encyclopedia
said, and the class discussed the agreement or disagreement
tae two articles.

4

Teachers help children from ..cLs 4 hroug. 6 0.t. dice.
tionary. This done through direct i instruction and i:

in a fifth grade in -\-.ortii Dakota, the te!-A. r was t
NC. help-

ing the children to-alp words.betiv3 lists of spelling
4

1 Y*
._.

4
-'.4.. 11,v 1 the words in class are L--,e ones --,ho childr,

n-4,---.4.-, to spell in stories, otiost; iologlegmeti A, and f-4,--,-,fier,....... 1-

things they in tt_. thefts adivf.doa. 1 `,.---
.

WO :- SI Z--. derivative's of simpler words, the teacher ;Hz the &ail--.i.;..

. _. .-:,o -:,10 helps the
....,,,

6,4,--Jiin.- of the wo----; in dictionary and t-.48 1:Folaili ta. and*
424 e

e:-

o n. itF7-Intion -?:44) words ehe h
A,.

, pare the children to a .
:....,..
,.. .
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---,-'1,-.
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..,ri-: -i get the information ied, whether it is

dation, meaning, on/rolling. In some f:-;1. ery
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c-f-Wikluettice of reading programs
include the following:

here there

(C.L) '40zyq and girls are reading eijoymenl
vidual reading levels from materiak4 about subjects
in whirk they are interested.

(b) Th cugh a variety oj aa-t,eriais,, children's interests
Ize being increased.

(C.) Thrc if select of riaL. and sympathetic
chilerektes curiosity is expanding.

(d) Teachers see evidence wgro ttg ithat children are n
the fun/Jame/nit/ reading abilities including (1) Inas-
tery o! techiliqws for quickly recognizing new
words and r lqf of words. (2) ability to under-
stand tkR meaning of word$, (3) comprehmi-ion of

read, (4 ) %ability to locate information bear-
g o. problems, and (.5) ability to organize ideas

raePtirris Of in *idyl:fly problems.

(e) Rgadin artivitivs are closely associated with the
the cilildren's other school and home acts Cr

lir the hub, observed learning. to
Writ hporatanety- about something important to

alAi learning to spell in v;r1t7-_40 !,$) write. In addition to seeing
that have coTittuniti-6- to Lm their !ling and writing,

suggestions of ;;--;-ledo_ curriculum guides or
--..-x-_.00k man Below are examples ot children using Writirt:tz

Afg. r iiT in &tUoi: tt mak sense to them.

Pupils in a North D OA. dty corresponded with boys and
I. 1 Eastern State. The teacher of thein a children's

iLt -piro= sent them a letter in which tipS* and Aria in
ri ckildre 4 w about tne birih on the hospital

cTlaric `IN' beginning of a correspondence that 14-4
.p pHs kuo more closely e. birds in their

environment an t;; Eastern children's interests
!n-bil grvi

411

4 - ./
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at indi-
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in an

It the the
North Dakota otwerve
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A sixth-gi de class in Kansas ;Iat
writing to two sick classmates.

important experience in
"
thingsThey dscushe ithla6

E

they could write about appropriatei_ in such letters .

about the form for writin friendly letters and
talked

" e v--ed to the
textbook for iacts they neede When everyone had

to "tion he needed, half the _iass one classmate anu other
the IlLLuLLLta-

half wrote to the other classmate. The Children also-made
all the pupils in order that in tlhtory of the addresses of

various types of 1,ukiefs might be sent to6c1asasn-iaLes.

direc-
.r

. I ULU

them

rP-

A California kindergarten group wished to write to a child whohad bear absent for some time. They dictaled what they wanted tosay the1 Leather. She wrote it on the blackboard _Lor
said, "I will copy it on letter paper for you. ..Now you ca
some pictures to put with .4- LL you wish."

School Newspapers
A Massachusetts elementary school emphasizes ,ne

school, newspaper ik=
.

which L L.,
e4 LN are Hionned about1,-, ----..,.

on in their school. Members of the oewspape- staff in
meet to evaluate papers previr ``-published"

i(-,,,40,,
plan ahead for the remaining school ronttis.
newspaper Li1

%A, L. (A_ _charaeerized
informal,courteous, 1.1t1 i

czrl I InA of a
zatN_TX..yr

this si-bh

them 'Ansi
K.etings of the

an oxerinrcro of
_ ideas

_of o.pinion arise. in the sc
contribute.

Through the paper, Lhe children

and take Wilen
=Las a

learn Lae

ri.k_d-41 a

un-ty to

than now .o write
use

locrihiv grid gpell correctly. They improve weir
procedure. They discover tr,%

4of 11 figiwg-,v1vit.& I I CILL

nem tor someone Isf! actroup, to carry ou,, .-141 decisions, and
WOI is assigned to the eu.

0

ef to .lead
for

discussions. Such
rr.10

the task of keeping a written recora ot decisions
meetings.

s- -11 e.-rta.;-tbid:

repo orlon 111A

To the children of this school their newspaper is not making
believe. williey are in dead earnest " writes Lrie chairman

ThrOugheducation mannina commit, Pe of the schooi. their wrik
on the newspaper the children see a purpose imthe use of punctua-.
tion marKs, capital letters, alLd correct spelling.' r
appreciate good form

learp
lit Ar1 I ince at"T the same time the 4-1--encouraged Lo oe original and sincere in what they write.

to

:

in other schools rjepoll, similar ome say thaL

t,
4_1orouffh pars

_ o -
0

7 eticipating in the "publicati,o of a 'school newspaper,1 child engain in poise andr unckdbtanding in working with others and inability to get along with others and to work in groups.
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Efforts atwrltlng Poetry
Especiallk

poetry read and
ldren if. a Nevada

rare-- =A

ATar rItIri er
A 1.1
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v-%EJ- I I 6

teacher

L,

lass liked
appealed to them.

elow is a 'Poe'
One day

frmy a
Lue thered from

A WINTER SNOWFALL
snow is falling slowly, softly, silently.
each little snowflake the snow rows deeper.m grayness of the sky blends with the whiteness oi

collec-
the Class

he snow.
!lie shrubs, bushes, and Lrees are dusted with snowflikes,
.nd all this makes a beftutiful winter pattern.

_ -At
r 1=

(

A

Aconsiderations
vn Lt

ff to thoughtbe imporizat

Early opportunitie to recognize words as such
observing the teacher write short

chart.tions on IT ti 0u I

V

slme n 1-71

blackboard or
0

in
stormy or direc-

important to write about.

-portan:ties to write ont-i. (t little at first, such as
Le's own name, then messages or statem

the
short

I I / iif blackboard itewspaper
t.orzes, notes, and letters.

iv 'CI ,.. 1) in
." g - li ( CI g i nee 4107eni KA %- - E-0 vi_,- . Eko . .._.g

7

(e)

common endings

or a letter,

analyzing words,phonics,

then

finding
and beginnings, forming denea_

othertives, and ln
spellers.

ways becom.n.q independent

Stud?! of individual words vritholPs

methodirthat is acceptable and that/ ni
to help themselves.

1 V

n I Y)

help children
ustng a

Teachers in many of the schools that were observed try to have
chiltiren _use numbers in real situations with activities that make
sense to them. Teachers try to giye children experiences with
numbers throughout the school day and not limit them to single
short periods set apart for teaithing about numbers abstractly.
Opportunities oecur for children to count the pupils groups,
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to mal:e out bii1s When 1the: have learned these things to t1ir
tiis:action and to tre satisfaction of the teacher, they open the

store to t1flj:f (the pu:is irom other tr1es 'uo wish to buy
flCIS, paper, erPsers, shoestrings, and tooti; pziste ) . Profits are
given to charity. One year 15 was contributed :o the 1arch of

:ine The learn to write chec:: The high-chool commer
cia! t31cher !ieIps. Uum audit their books.

T::qh child keens a store jç The eiIe j one child's store
hr-i-k- read

Jan. 11, 1951 Jim
in

Jan. 19, 1951 Ted
ing.

Dunhan d Irrn ?Lthe are clerks today. They took
5.00 today. lusiness was good this morning1

and Billie are cIer1rs now. They took in $4.00 this rnorn

We will help the March of Dimes today.

-.

- a
-- - I

4

AriUImetIC makes sense and you can eat the results, C-reenvjlle, MMD.

the
The teacher 1iip th! children Count the

':": One Clerk has
rrAoILey 'I'ne other clerk CIDUUt;IS aioiiu. At the close or the uay,

the c1er
p! for the teacher to help them write

checks. They looked m ih e -:s a u:?fl in
0

each day. They r-ezer to their stoy-e Woks to ansver the teacher's
questions : Which day did we have the best business ? 'e'Thich day
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tiling Science MeaningfOly V

Science is used to enrich many major activities and to help solve
problems, in- connection with which other subjects are also used.
Some visitors report aquanums, terrariums, w-n QIN gardens, out-
door gardens, ,ollections of rocks and minerals, electne anDaratus,
magnets, and soil collectims. Children study
and make ob8ervations and recprds. Th
snow and the benefits of these to crops, trees ,--p(i flownrs. They

%limas and weather
itudy rain and

observe the stais. They listen to bird so a dca1Is. They make
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radio, iiii3L-;'!s9 and the stars. They read new
breEds of animals. .the aand nevr

pets and learn to take good care of them.

44

4hk "CIL..

f

IA- y
E

y

a

a

4- ,

, ===.;

-

irtAttL7.0&"X'' J.S.*
';",-;tV ..
. , ..t

-.=

`,14-kfv-.

3 't

v,..:,,-..-.
ir. 't
kot .

'41*

AV .a . f

;

about '1,l't

-1 44; .,

..

:
a

, tr.
,,,, .

31-4-(3-40_7= '-az'm v41

tt 1:it(74 ,1

. 4

4

.. . .,7%

.
.,, : I

A4/ '
,1

,e 4 . - -."'7.
.14

4 nj- A "--=

-"rLV ;,
A- 0,

A

44*'11'
einv' V4tt.

i ll

;
measuring building

in; wing
counting they ,buy;

and in
(b) part involv-

and- yse

(c) is frequently and
happy are-

gettind) that
to them.

whettr the
and girls the re-

.

.

in

(f)

010. eat a

N...

,r4-4 n
t; ;

4

fl -

9.

s-

..
"N.

....,i .

r e.,),41*.i,,), i.' -: .I V.
. .4 4

,
.r...ilt: ,. -., .#: r. .,. - 'It

,- -

A,I. i ....4,....--). ',..- t : , .-. .. i..,., . \ ,.' . ,. -.1: '' - . . .... ,:.71' A-tf'-o-e...1--...' ! r; '4- .f:, 4'1;1 .t. : ' . ...4 . \'... -1.- -.. I..1;,:i .-.4"-- ':".-teX.V., '"44' Pi '4 Is.:',--14. 4? 't4 ,......4 4s.' '14' t _14. -- 4--,7_?.,"&i. . ,A...: ,...

' .

qr

-e
. .., ? - ,t. - I-.i - r-,

9

p.

I-

?
. e

I

t

I.
; A

. 11,

*0
4

4 tf";L, - ir
(c0 t4k.tik-

IF

a; -
447.;. TIS

.. -

Ir-441

;1'

,4_1.

2

77..t 4 4 , ,
-` A

11 -; u -
AT WORK IX'

.

F.

,

-110 16. i!

ar.

.

-tsMkr _

a



Lesson on &sibs
A aryland fourth grAe illustrates one way %of working

On the science table wefe bui which the childrenproblem.
IVA° t for study: The children zgested questions. Tr

wro them on the bl#ckboard. One quegtion seemed most impor-.

on a
hadf

teacher

ant the- children, and the dam decided to_ takeinteresting !II

it up at once. t was: "How can these oulbs grow .k.without ?Soli or
in a*rock garden

A

or ledge Nhere there is very little .,
teacher suggested

apout..the answer
guesses. One of

and Luen
Lie childre

see .i. theycould prove any
ht make .-sorne

u61-_,_:_.,t_bLt_ aL eQa might
16.

in the bulb. That WO-Uld provide for growth, she- zlizid.

"guesses"
of their

be stored
The teacher

asked if there wpuld be any way of pron:- g that food-was stored
in thf bulb.

"We could cut the bulb and look ior foO
tsvir-=. couldvt- e ; in uo

-S 1

"We .-ght not know that the Wok is right,"
- "We could do both " said another. _

in half nd
book tq4,j .7l7 ,.=K

"I A
W0- A- Al 4- I Ekf _*. hate

PT find

/ saia one.

Co 111 ci cut thc bulb

in r-e bulb agrees with what

a ouib "'said one. be
on't we need to worry abouLthe bulbs we
d a child.."They don't look very good.,

"It says in the book," volunteered
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g
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en v.

bulb after it h

to do. She item..? ea

k
FAir

grown awhile said'0- -

teacher suggested that ':-._, .. . ig,-r CI& n n 1 T. ri =et r 1 70 wilai had.._., ...-.,...,........._,, _ Aw

the summary
1.,Cut bulbs in half to see how

books.

ji

_

on the Lblack bo.-.=-1'W. e

look. Make a diagram for our noth-,

2. Look in4 the science book for information and
,

2thestudy diagram!
3. Cut a bulb after it has grown awhile to find out some or e bulb
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Te oug;ht jijst to cffl a bulb in two and jO()IT at it lx.cause tAd% will
save a lot of reiIng and save the trouble of asking an authority.
We can decide for ourselves."

A new question arose when they decided to cut an onion. The
teacher sau, now can we know that an onion is a buw :-ince
the children were not sure. they agreed 10 find t Ert about. that
question, too.

.

1?orty chiirii:;1 \vre in the roOm. They decidedo se'-arat rito
four groups. The- teacher suzgested tiiat tJiej form their own
groups.
"Look around amijoin a group of fewer than ten children," she

said. '

rhe observer did riot. time to remain in the room to see the
children complete their study, ht prhap this report will enable
the reader to get an idea of the nature of the work. Seyerai qucs-
tions remained to be answered after the expertmentttion. Some
of the children checked their observations with statments in g:ar-
den bulletins and 'reported to the class.

r:

,

A *flt full of High Foii, N. C.

Evryday Thlflgs

I

-iiiiiii-iiiii -,

A thirdrade teacher iri a SVisciusin school e::ieriments rn
heIp=i-TH children to aJar: of :c:ence in everyday things.
9iiie thty, for exainII-e the upils tried tc inidce,a cindle burn ma

i..

-'
-. :

'

.'

'I. a' -

I

4 , #:%J
t -V V :- : - t--- - ---- -- -=-- .: -_ - .

3w1;=---.1itti'v-irri3r- i II ___- ---4: r ..,-.7-.
2-"'' ./17-,..-44.:\*r ..-r;, ----4-q _v_'..-

,i- _.. -- - _ ,'.." Ay( .: :,-4 1, ... . 4 ' -

i t

A
*VI

4*?':' '-
si

,
_ _

: . . -`t t4 -Nue r-- 4 a, -N '.8-.14?kAte';' '41 t ,""c ,' 61-. " .%- kt -1 A

I I
-.

4.

*5

4 :r,`
..

'
Ifiks 4

.

,_ ,,

,.. 4

''r
I

k

,. .

.-t"

-
. '

.q
_..

Psa-x-.:,,..k_- ,_

4-,-_,,, :.

,,.. 1 f

.
,,:.

,_:.-_
,

,
._,,...., .,,

,, i.--
,,.,r,,
..,,,..,

,,
_.

t
4

tiA7
a-.

i-_.$ 4
C.,. . .
' U.

... ".-

;,`:.'4. 1..., ,

I

l:,...:_,

I '
''''';- :

..). ;z
Lat4 Ai

-ke'.

I

have

_;

,,.,.:
._,

:1! ..,--.
i''..-' ..

$''.....i... li-,.:_,cople
4.

4-1'.4--
..;4 ..

-1
- A-..± :t '

.j.4 1I I-....,!.... E.

1/
. .

3/44 s' ei: :I.;,?`4.; * e
...., Ay

Ks% -

lirel--40-s& + '
s .-

- . i 4 . A.; .... :it. t 1.,. , t t
.

A-
1- .

A',!:.,- ..*. ,- : , ,,, . .. .. , ... ,. ..: f- .4* -...(a.'- = ..... .= _-=- = -
"._ - - - -=-

-

."le. 14 -_ 4-
f"-3.1-_,_4"

t

^ ,, Tvitti ...Liortz 11.!

tfito 7

471..'

1.0* 9

t

1111

ucit-Aa"

C

.

I a I

Alt
ir 1.-

.
4 Tal .JF

3

. s it /
'

1

:o



numpkin.
OUt
I

4-

A
E - /'

eyes and

0-=
rge

V.-=

ck--- LI N.] LE

Again when
that are dronp«

Ail
QTi

4.4 &_;- 4.

-rerence

p_ece of

The
ana

teacher

es (Ind paper
talked

WE SCHOOL PROGRAM

e candle
Iree."

iL

uiouth in the pumpiL
noted that when

went
reading

A teacher

,rn well when, they
wat\-ing

CUL

-0-
e cut-otit pieces were
he

41'Litt concluded
Lii

that
.supplement r

e candle

dren were making observations abovf th
dropped crimp

imila-
i

itee of ._,Piper along
The crumpled piece ot

the reason
olved in t

L,.

about the PIEiflCI

darts.
Lx:) in an Oklahoma seéom

canaries his family had. The children oro te este-u.
mother the" brought several canaries to schoo

class about the

and from this
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(d) Happiness and emotional security for every child
are regarded as a responsibility of the school.
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OLizdren get:sufficient sleep and rest and that neither
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Two of the Activities commonly engaged in ndparticipation in community activities. They usually meet with p-prval of and parents. in addition to help' child to
Chil-

exIctriences-usually begin with excursions ote trips tatMaces of tam interest. Children are always eager to ke a trip;
usually to help make the experience'

illustrations how excursions andregarded by schools of the study. schools, for example,beginning oi. the year the excursionstfe or the year ahead,
to when the A'

Dakota

as follows :

Kindergar

,Second grade

No except school

City

City radio fire station, bakery, anda trip the city in a city bus
rnber company

City library
City and

Third grade
gr

Fifth
Sixth grade . .. . .. gird

trips taken in elementary in this city includedexcursions to a market, a dairy farm, a firethe city post once, the city &n implement company,a florist a greenhouse, and the offices of twoin most of the States visited, opportunities for -.buys ndtAke trips are provided through cooperation of school andents. A d grade in New York State, for visitedplaces im and around- their city saki these on themm4. SoTne places were near enour!-- children reach iParents provided transportation places furtheway. Some of the children earned part of their fare. Some thtyz,;_y they learned along wilt the children.A fourth grade in the a the coot !ration of tisrentz extended trAvel to communities i o'Ier fUnited States. Through the kind of class travel just
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-4 i fa how people in other times lived and worked. ley gained
appreciation ot,the lima ñi which they are living.

.atw the chili:itt. in one primary grade tuts. never
ridden on a train, the teacher planned a train trip to a nearby
city. The plans were made with the conductor ergineei sothat 1=7's anti, girls had a char -tie to buy tAeiretici5etstto 40 through
the -train, to Ei&=- how a ix,Arth fis made up, to eat in a dinqr, tiinspect the locomotive, and to visit the roundhouse.

=A. City system in Connecticut works i cooperation with

0.
e police department in sponsoring a 4-day trip to Washington,

C., and one pupil in each school makes thi#, trip every year. Thepoll& department releases two men with two 'town cars to take
the children to Washington. When they return, the boys who make
Ci trip report ti their school in n assembly. Once one of the
'toy was invited to report, to a oup of -aarents.

Participation in conununity tivt helps children become
21-61 citizens. While opportunities for adren to take trips lndlook at objects in the community re ne1i-in-e7ous, opportunities areless numerous f r participation, which is more important thanmere observation and discussion. A num:Kit of participating Activi-ties, however, were reported to going on in szh ,els. I al.the activities were ieca with regard to their suitablenessf children.

2'=_ALto tiviti i which children do engage are : -=_leisingmoney for -14 rFo.nizatioxis as t American Junior
Marek a Dimes, .th Ilh4j, or nearby chfdrer! .hospitals orho giving service, uch u baby sitting for neighbors, tAkt-.
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Probably most teach*,and parents firststeps in learning the irk% of

.in home. In the practices described foregoingsections of , are men-tioned. Particularly if rtant are the andworking with cliildren of handing out aP--signatents andcommands. groups, committees, c1ub, ana pupilcouncils operate
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Groups
The indicate that most schools are aware of

importance of establishing a close between
school and the school and community for
many purposes are the most active organized groups
which brings from both the school and the
community is the parent-teacher Although, in some places,

groups go by other names, the activities of all of
mach in common as far as goals and methods of

The Goals
Most of the parent-teacher groups in this study are in one

or other giving service to the school ; most
learning about the work of the schools; and many are interested

some the of curriculum construction, reporting
and ether school ictivities. are

making contributions to the health and general welfare of chil-
dren in and out of schcol hours.
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library. An Oklahoma school group N-.) bulbs and
plants for school ground planting..

A parent group in Florida cooperated with school personnel
in sponsoring Halloween programs that are fun, but not des-
tructive----parades and parties seem to be popular activities in
this connection. Several other parent g oups a
activity.

A school system in another clt3 is orzanized to help teathers
cut stencils for mimeographing and with other typing problems.
This organization also assumed responsibility for making the
school a more attractive place by supplying pictures and furni'-
ture in corridors and by decorating the principal's office.

Health and
The parent-teacher groups, in many cases, do work that di-

rectly affects the health education of children. There are several
examples;tof such activities. They are listed and briefly described
here because many of the schools indicated that these activities
are especially helpful in the total school prop-am.

In a C-eorgia scioo1, the children, teachers, and parents to-
gether became coNerned about the poor lighting in the class-
rooms. All of the persons concerned studied the problem. A
person from the Stste health department came with a light
meter to gather data to help define the acuteneu of the need.

par?nt group, in South Dakota, assists in purchasing
glasses for children who need them but would otherwise be un-
able to have them. Still others repOrt serving on Safety Patrol
committees and in some instances, where it seems necessary,
parents participate in supervising pupil traffic at disminal %time.

In North Dakota, a school reports a project to enlarge and
improve recreational facilities in local parks and elsewhere. The

group the Junior Chamber of Commerce in
the project, an.d many groups participated in the

In a Wisconsin school, the parents sponsor medical exarnina-
tion for beginning pupils and assist with registration of the
.kindergarten pupils. This organization sponsors hearing and
weing tests and dental examinations for school children, and
sponsors immunization and baby clinics. Many other nhools
indicate that they participate in similar health examination
programs. A parent group in Nebraska equipped a health room
in the school and provided milk for all children who needed it. A
school in having a health sz-rvey
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