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IIIIS SELECTIN E 131111,10GRAPHY of motion

pictures on demociac has been prepared by the (Hike

4

of Education to assist teachers, setup! administrators,

and communit leaders in choosing and using visual

aids in the teaching of democracy.

The motion pictures recommended in this bibliocTaphN

portray the historical development of democracy and

the meaning of that democracy today. It is our hope

that they will be widely used in American schools and

colleges to help bring about in Anierican youth a better

understanding of and a greater faith in American

democracy.

On ',chaff of the Office oftducation I wish to express

appreciation to the members of the AdviltorY Committee

of Visual Educators who assisted so much in the defini.

tion and preparation of this bibliography. A
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Purpose
The United States Office of Education. as Part of a program to encourage
and facilitate the teaching of democracy in Ainerican schools and colleges,
initiated in May 1948 a project calling for the preparation, for subsequent
publication, of a selective bibliography of visual aids on 'democracy.
Such a bibliography, carefully prepared and annotated. should be ex-
tremely useful to teachers, school 'administrators. and community leaders.

Advisory Committee
In undertaking the preparation of this bibtiogtaphy. the Office of Educa-
tion requested the advice and judgment of leaders in the field .of visual

especially of those individuals with extensive experience in view-
ing and evaluating visual materials. A work-conference of.such leaders
was held in Nk, ashinvon, D. C., on June 22-24,1948. At This conference
the scope of the biblrography was defined, both as to materials and subject
matter; criteria were established for the selection of specific visual aids;
and a preliminary list of 371 motion pictures, prepared in advance of the
conference, was examined and evaluated, from which certain films were
recommended for induction in the bibliography, others were rejected, and
still others were suggested for further study and investigation. The
-onferees who participated in this conference and who constituted an
Advisory Committee to the Office of Education in the preparation of this
bibliography, are:
MRS. PATRICIA BLAIR

Library Film Advisor,
American Library Association

JAmE___R W. BROWN

I Irtuttiond Abut-rids center.
Universi4,--- of Washingum

Vmsor. DAMERON
thwilwq University
Pirmerly EtUtU Secretary,

el Arai-O.- I 4-3W-1-1 inantaiem,

Association,T

a

Division of Iliad FAut-Yiti-cgi,
Mie, Board of Education

IIKRBERT Jun
Head, Kireau of Visual Teaching,
Division of General College Extension,
State CAdlege of Washington

CHARM; F. HORAN, Jr.

Associate Professore, Depot tment
Education

Catholic University of America

KA TH A RI N E M. HOIDEN

Asststatu

!v.

f.

. k
5

4

L-oarian, Mt. Vermin, N. Y.,
PuNk Lihrwy

Formerly Associate Editor, Fet:Ilefutional
Guide
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MOTION PICTURES ON DEMOCRACY

Ihl.1ii LIRE FINK-17%S4)F %

-1Asioant Division of 4udio-
isua1

ruidif Schools
FRANCIS W. NOM
Chief, Bureau of .-lothis.1

California Stale Department of Education

BORSHT t
Mu/lager of Publications,
.4o-writ-yrs Council. n Elittrotiim

C 2101-114IT SCH ACHT

Direcitir, Burma; of I njoi ro ois pn and
Prtwrarn

Extension hriAiOri,

Proccci4

31 euI11f1

NOIIMITsON SILLARS
A ssislout Dirt-floc,
American Assoc-It-al .4dult

ERNEST T1KM 4 INN

A Agisiani in Circulation, Audio.
(4711-er told

.sitird rAxat, Xtk of Ltfurugieg,
Indna I niver st-'

"Not-tv-4 N I vt,
i)jitN-fixt . ix:riling lids Ashoruteer.

Oh "ftar I

anon
,o,

FtilloNsing the work-conference. the Office eincatinn. act

II

pon the
advice of the conferees and following the ria established at toe con-
ference. Acreened and evaluated the films originally recommended for
inclusion in the bibliography and those sugiested for further studY and
investigation. For the most part. this reviewing was done 1). a group

. of five staff specialists,. all of htnn had participated in dip conference,

FLOYDE E. BRook KR. (,hirf J isuat Aids to Fduention,

IIQWARI) CusimiNcs, .speuialist in Co-o-ut merit and Economics. Division of secondary
Education

J. L. PH ALAN. Specialist lit Vconomies. Division of Higher
Swum tiv1Lt4 ,4*s11Isani Chi4, J isms/ Aids to Education

ratiOn

JENNINGS B. ff5m4a n KR Say SpeCidiSi in iiistsw-y, Dituion of Higher fAication

Reviews of 107 films 61 of them recommended for inclusion in the
hibliouraph and 46 not SO recommended were sent in the early part of
March 1919 to all members of the Advisory Committee for editing and
opproval. and upon the basis of the Comaitter's reconyendations,
preliminary edition of the bibliography wks issued in April 1949.
Following the publication of this pretiminan edition of the hiblioff .Y9

whose incompleteness was recognized bN both the Office of Education anti
the Advisory Committee, additional films were screened and evaluated
and reviews submitted to members of the Advisory Committee. In addi.
tion, the 61 films previously chosen for the preliminary edition were

thereevaluated anti upon Dasts of a more nrTorous a--iiention of
criteria of wiection it was decide(' that several films previounly

itffkild not be included in the final edition of the bibliography.
in summary, 219 different films have Ewen screened anti evaluated in the.
prom-Ts of }rmaring t1iis bibliography:, 102 were aece--ne,
rejected.

4

-and 117 were
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THE 'BIBLIOGRAPHY . vn

rbe Office of Education expresses its appreciatim to all the film pro-
ducers and distriliutors who furnished ieview prints for screening and
evaluation. In thooe few instances vsliere re% jew prints could not he
wbtained, the films have not been iticiuded im the hibliograptn.

Finally, a draft of this bibliography wits submitted. for editidg and
approval, to airme4ers of the Advis4v Committee. In most instances
the changes suggested by Commjttee members have been incorporated in
the bibliograph. It should he noted, though. that there has not

.46vays been unanimous agreenient on the films selected for this bihui
ography- -nor on all those rejected. But on all decisions. 'there has !wen
majority agreemeyt in the Commit.tee.

Scope of the Bibliography
In the first place, onh 16rurn sound films have been included iu this
bibliography. This limitation in no waN implies that other visual aids--
both projected and nonproje'eteti mitterials should not be used in the
teaching of democracy. Thes most certainly should be. But for prac-
tical reasons this bibliography has been limited to motion pictures.

Secondlyand thit4 is a most important criterion only those films which
deal directly with the piinciples and piocesses of democracy have been
thaw iIlr in this 1)ibliographv ; It is recognized that. to a certain
extent, nv film on American histon or geography or economics or
social problems may contribute to an increased understanding of our
democracy, but such an interprothtion would have resulted in a bibliog-
raphy covering practically the total field of the social studies rather than
a selective one oh the subject lof democracy. The application of this
criterion is best shown. perhaps, in the major subject categories used
for the classification of the films in the hibliograpby, namely:

1 I. Our kernn [Talk Heritage. Here only those films which deal vyith
the histori al development of democratic principles have been included.
Films portraying military battles. for eiample, or other historical events
not specifically related to democratic concepts have not been included;
but films dealing with the Bill of Rights or the Declaration ,of Indea

. pendence have been included. r

H. The Meaning of Democracy. In this category aie films which ,illus-
.trate such principles of democracy- as freedom of speech and religion,

respect for the individual, humanitarianism, etc., which distinguish
democracy from totalitarianism.

III. &mom& Fracases. Films included in this category portray
democracy in actionin the 'home, school, community, government,
and the worldbut only those filmii have been selected which do portray
processes uniquely deniocratic.

4
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