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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL,

. DEPARTMENT OF THE ISTERIOR,
Borear or Epucation,
' , Waskington, B. C., March 21, 1913,

SiRe In all States of the Union having a large rural populution’
efforts are made to adjust the work of the eountry schools to the needs
of country life.  There is a widespread facling that the schools must
become a nfore important factor in"country life than they have been
and contribute mere toward the solution of its problems, To thiph
end normal schools which prepare teachers for public schools in rural
communitics are trying to interest their students in social and eco-
nomie conditions in the country and to show them how to conduct
investigations in regard to the facts of these conditions. One of the
most suceessful attempts to do this of which this bureay has any
nformation has been made through the Georgia Club for the Study
i. of Rural Sociology at the State Normal School at Athens. The
i - account of this club and its work given in the accompanying manuy-

® seripg, prepared by E. €. Branson, professor of rural saciology in the
i* State Normal School, Athens, Ga., and special collaboratar in the
Bureau of Education, corftains many valuable suggeslions for similar

work dn other schools and by groups of teachers and individunls in the-
country. I therefore recommertd that it be published nsa bulletip of
this bureau. < _ o 0
* Respectfully submitted. _ . p/ , |
4 . ' : . P. CLAxTON, |
"~ . - ' "o Comumnissioner, :
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, c |
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- contained & kind of information p.bout the counties that had néver

* thoughtful peogle in these counties. Wherever it was’ neclssary

ground in various waysand that"thd social and business intcrests of

" (5) public rohds, © public sanitation, (7) schools, and (8) ‘¢hurches.

~

THE GEORGIA CLUB AT THE STATE NORMAL
SCHOOL AT ATHENS, GA,FOR THE STUDY OF
RURAL SOCIOLOGY. |

7/

- 1. HISTORY,
OR;OD(

Three years ago, urnder the leador ~;lup of the president of the school,
a small group of interested people in the faculty and.student bodv L |
of the State Normal School' at A thens.began to agsemble at noon
on Mondays for study and discussion of Georgia. 'The results were
full of qulpnscq It soon became evident that there were many
things 1n the dev elopment of the State during the recent census
period to arouse pride, but also many things to cha.llengo serioys
attention and concern.

The investigations. at once t_ook the form of a sweeping cconomic ’
and social survey of the State as a whole and county by countv. It .
was found that.66 counties of Georgis were marking time or loging

these counties were” in peril. I~was alsosfound that 80 counbles
were making most encouraging gains. o

.

5 MNETHOD. P .

The rising tide of civie concern in the club sent its members into
the-census returns of 1900 and 1910, into Ahe reports of the capitol *
officials, the county tax digest, the minutes of chuich associations,
the )1brary section on Georgia, and into every other available source -
of authoritative inforhistion about the State.”

The county groups of students and the faculty members began to
draw 10-ygar balance sheets for their home counties, showing in detail
the gains and losses during the past tensus decade in (1) pop#lation,
(2) agnculture, (3) industries and business, (4) wealtlr and taxation,

Since 1910, 51 such county‘surveys have been cmnpleted These
reports have been. reviewed by intelligent, alert people in the home
counties and published in -the courty newspapers. They have

before reached the pubhc prints.  They e\mouxiged or alarmed the, -

they brought o out~concerted action for better condltlon‘f'i'n somalA
and business enterprises,
0928°—13—38 . - | . s
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8 ‘ THE 6EORGIA CLUB.

In May, 1612, the trustees of the school established a chair of rural
economics and sociology as a background and formal support for the
efforts of the club. The new chair was establisfed because the work
the club is doing is fundamentally important, and because it calls
for time and single-mindedness far beyond the opportunities its
leader had as president of the school. So President E. C. Branson
retired from his old position in order to give his undivided effort
to this new work. _

. During the present year the Syllabus of Georgia Club Studies will be
completed. This bulletin will make it easily possible for any other
school in" the State or for the schools*of other States to do similar
work. When the surveys are completed for all the counties of
Georgia they will form a volyme as useful as Whito's Statistics of
Georgia. The new volums, however, will be based not upon descrip-
tion merely, but upon economic and social causes, conditions, and
consequences.

! THE NEW DEPARTMENT.

2 Courses in econgmics and sociology, of eourse, haveia place in the

¢ regular weekly schedule of recitations; but the burden and value of the

*work lies for the most patt in the permanent economics institute that

has been established. This is almost entirely & new thing in the

.South. It is rare enough in the North and West, but it is common -

in the old-world countries. That is to say, the headquarters of the
department are open all dax long every day of the week. Here the
department chief is steadily at work digging around the taproots of
fundamental problems in the State, and hereamay come, at any time
- suiting their convenience, individuals or county groups of students
to work -out under guidance the reports upon their own counties.
Here they catch the spirit and method of an academic workshop.
The county echool authorities, legislators, and people of all sorts *
interested in public problems in Georgia also come or freely write
for information, bearing in mind always that tho problems of the
department are economic and social. Fconomics just now is far |
more important than politics in Georgia; so the club strongly Delieves.

' EXTINBION WORK. .

4 N

A large and significant part of the,work is constant correspondence
with the affiliated club members in the 146 counties and with the
-newspapers of the State; addresses to people in the field, at school
fairs, school rallies, Sunday-school assemblies, home-mission conven-
. tious, quarterly conferences, church associations, and latterly trips
to other schools and colleges in Georgia and other States, organiging

" upon nvitation Know-Your-Home-State clubs.
Already -the work of th§ department has assumed 'considerabie
-+ proportions, That is 5 say, the State Normal Seheol is moving
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HISTORY, : 9

toward théBame direct, sympathetic, helpful relationship with the
people of Georgia that the State Agricultural College has established
so efficiently in the field of agriculture.

Y 0 RESULTS.

(Here, for instance,-is an illustration of the worth and value aof the
new work. Sometime ago one of the superior court judges in Georgia
: wrote for the report upon his own county. He was so amazed and

alarmed by it that he had it published at once in his home newspaper.

He found that during the last census period his county had lost 17

per cent in horses, 27 per cent 4n hogs, 64 per cent in sheep, 23 per

cent m corn, and 88 per cent in wheat acreage; that the average
yield of corn per acre was only 12 bushels, a loss of 17 per cent in

* 10 years; that his county had suffered a decrease of 25 por cent in
the number of farms cultivated by owners; and that the number of
illiterate white children in the county was 729, an increase of 47 per
cent in § years, , -

He has since been stirrix}g up the poople in his end of the State
upon mattors of economic and social. import. The counties in his
district *arp being organized into ITelpers’ Associationg, their purpose
being to stir into actigity the preachers and church authorities, the
teachers and school authorities, the physicians and business mon.
A club member in one of those countics writes: “We are already
moving toward & county-wide, local-tax school system.” ®e

The club members here will be teachers, but fow of them will be
teachers merely. They will be leaders as woll in every kind of Pro-
gressive community enterprise. Tho mero teacher ought to go out
of existence. Tho State does not need teachers moerely, but-teachers
who aré citizens and patriots as well. The club develops leadership

~ . as woll as teachership. ) ,
The State Normal School is Building upon a knowledge of bedrock

fulngss’accordingly. And this effort is exactly up to date. For long
years educators exploited psychology as the one fundamental thi
in the science of teaching; and it is, a8 far as methods are concerned.
Then they discovered that, ecod¥mics and sociology are fundamental:
and sq they are, the content and ideal aims of education considered,
Latterly we have talked learnedly abqut the school as a social
. . center, only to discover*¥hat teachers as a professional class knew
nearl nothing about economics or sociology, either as & academie
subject or in direct, first-hand ways. The very aloofness of teachers
from business, from community life, affaim, and events is in itself &
- serious disqualification. - : ' ‘ .

-8 large and leading influence in the life of his community,

- conditions in Geoggia, and is directing its efforts toward larger use-

The Georgia Club believes that he is a poor teacher.who is not alsg ‘
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10 THE GRORGIA CLUB. v

PUBLICATIONS.

So far the publications have been ‘‘ A Fifty-Year Survey of Southern
Agriculture’’; ' Farm-Life Conditions in the South”; ‘‘ Brief Economic
and Social Surveys of Clarke, Putnam, Fulton, and Bibb Counties”:
““Our Country Life Problem”; ‘‘Country-Life Defenses’’; ‘‘Den-
mark's Remedies: Education and Cooperation”; ‘‘Small-Farm
Ownership "’; “The Church as a Country-Life Defense” ‘“The Rights
of the Child”; ‘‘The Geography pf Georgia Soils (Memll)”; “The
Country School of -Permanent Inﬂuence”; and ‘“The Georgia Club
Syllabus: Section I, on Population .

The following bulletms are in course of preparation: ‘“The Physi-
cian a8 a Country—Llfé Defense”’; ‘‘Good- Roads as a Country-Life
Defense’’ ; and the ‘“Debt and Duty of the-Cities to the Country.”

I. THE HOME STATE A PROPER CURRICULUM STUDY.'

The Georgia Club may be said to have stumbled int6tha discovery

+ that the home State and the home cqunty are proper subjects of

school study; that exact information about one’s own community
and people arouses sympathetic concern and civic conscience, any
therefore furnishes a definite and sure Youndation for social service
and efficient citizenship.

The club members knew something about the geography and
history of Georgia—not very much. We knew more about lands and
peoples farther away in time and spase. We knew little accurately
about the civic and social institutions of the home county and
Georgia but we quickly realized that we knew almost nothing about
economic and social conditions, causes, consequences, drifts, and
tendencies; about the forces that so largely in tho past have made
the hlstory wo now study and that ard so largely determmmg the
history our children will study in the future.

Many of us knew about the Vale of Tempe, but few of us knew
abotit our own Nacoochee Valley, its loveliness and its resources of
soil and civilization. Some-of us even knew on which side of the
Hellespont Sestos ‘was, but few of us knew on which side our bread was
buttered. Weknew agreat deal, we thought, about methods of teach-
-ing elementaryschool subjects, but we knew little about our sources
of wealth and their conversion into common wealth in Georgia.

Ruskin found it hard to forgive Oxford for teaching him Latin and
Greek and about the twinkling stars in distant spaces but forgetting

. to teach him that fritillaries grew in Iffley meadows. We began to

realize that our own Tallulah River, with its wealth of power and
beauty, is just as important to us as a knowledge of the Ilyssus

‘River.  We think' we ought not to miss the martial fever and fervor

of Homer’s Iliad, but also wewhave come to think that Lanier's Hills
of B&heﬂihum and Valleys of ﬂnn and Mu-shgp of Gmnm. pre pncq{@ss

TR,
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- THE HOME STATB A PROPER CURRICULUM STUDY. 11

spiritual treasures that we dare not neglect. The honey of Hymettus
is far less important to us than the wonderful revival of bee farmiog
in a near-by county where a native Georgia cracker is earning $5,000
8 year. . i

* And so the Georgia Club speedily settled down into a faithful
study of the near, the here, and' the now, the significance of the
community occupations, and businesses, the forces and agercies that
v are offering obstacles or creating opportunities in the field of social
service to which as teachers we are consecrating ourselves.

We soon learned that we had set ourselves to a great task; that
our little hbme communities are an epitome of the human lifo forces
and agencies of the whole earth; that our laboratory is the men and-
affairs, the impulses and events of our own workaday world; that we-
are steeped in source materials to our very throatlatches every
minute of every day; and that the pulse best of the social organism
is as real as the b&at of our own hearts.

+ A club member told of flding a teacher in Bartow County calling
upon the children to recite the mesager information in a geography
book about the Mesaba ore fields in Minnesota. “I looked about the
schoolroom,” said he, ““for the red and brqwn iron ores with which
the entire county is underlaid. Not a spccimen was in sight, and
not a single detail of information about the iron-ore resources of the
county was to be had from either the teacher or the pupils.”

Meanwhile aliens and strangers have bought up theése ore fields in
Bartow and throughout northwest Georgia. The properties are not
being developed. The owners have simply meant to secure and hold
these sources of raw materials. .

In the same way the people of Georgia have parted with their .

* water-powers. As a rule, the owners of theso properties in this and
other States have known almost nothing about their value, and the
people generally. have known nothing at all.

The Georgia Club believes that students and teachers in a public !
institution ought to know about the water powers, the forest and |

* mineral wealth, and all other natural resources of the home State. = |
_\‘2}' notd We know much about irrigation in the West, but little 1
] ut the ‘wet lands -and. the drainage problems and possibilities of
* the South. The club follows Milton, who said: ®
Prime wisdom is not to know . “
- . Atlage of things remote, : St
¥ ) . But dnt‘hid:daﬂy lies about'us.
OUR NEGLECT OF R00NONICS AND S0CIOLOQY, |

Everywhere,- of course, we have strong departments- of Latin, ..
Greek, French, German, mathematics, history, and other traditional . -
soademic gubjocts. -We. have wonderfully developed our, schools-of
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agriculture and ‘chnology; but nowhere in the Seuth are there well-
developed, strong departments in economics and sociology; that is
to say, economics and sociology growing directly out of the life condi-
tions and problems of the South and directly and efficiently related
to its welfare and well-being. o

Eighty-five per cent of the people of the South stilk live in the
country, but nowhere have we yet a department of rural economics,
Dot oven in our agricultural colleges. President H. J. Waters, of
" the Kansas State Agricultural College, states that instruction in
préduction in "American agricultural colleges is very much superior
to that in utilization. Wo have not developed a strong course in
rural economics, and, barring a few institutions, comparatively lttle
effort is making along this line as yet. »

' A OOLLEGE OHAIBR DEVOTED TO THE HOME STATE.

-

. In truth, why should not a State institution maintain a chair
' devoted to tho home State, its history, its geography, physiography,
and climatology, its soils and their adaptation, and other natural
sources of wealth, their location, nature, and value, alomg with the \
- economic and social causes of development and decay? ~ ¢
The Bureau of Soils in the United States Department of Agri-
culture sends us an account of Glynn Couhty. Seventeen such soil
surveys of Georgia . counties have been finished and published.
The State geological department is issuing a valusble series -of
-reports upon our deposits of coal, iron, marbles, clays, granites, and -
gold; upon our water powers; and our progress in road building.
The State department of agriculture has just issued a report upon
- fertilizers, fervilizer manufactories, cotton-seed-oil mills, etec.
And so from.the State and the Feder
steady stream of bulletins conveying valuakle i
are widely distributed. If they were adequately val
+  studied, the general public could not fail to receive an
benefit. As it is, thoy largely go to waste through sheer
Eight thousand young people in the colleges and universiths of
Georgia hear of them only in rare instances. No departmen any- |
where assembles these treasures of information for the pu
teaching a student body about the mother State. |
- The Georgia Club believes that an institution supported by the
* State ought thoroughly to know the Commonwealth that gives it
life; that it ought to adjust its work to the needs of the State,
‘acquaint its students. with the resources and possibilities of the State,
+ .and breed in them the wisdom, the willingness, and thewkill that the
'y Commonwealth has a right to expeet from her sons and daughters.
- ~How can a school adjnst iteelf to the life that is and ought to bein a
-3 ‘Btate without knowing intimstely and thoroughly. the problems of
AP WA 2] By R 5]
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THE HOME STATE A PROPER CURRICULUM STUDY. 18

the State; and what prﬁlems are better worth attacking directly
and completely? The tnodern trend in the development of State
stitutions is toward their functioning with special reference to the
States they serve. They bring to this task the funded wisdom of the
race in all departments of learning and endeavor. It is their d?®y to
do so. They are set up and maintained for this spceial purpose. It
is & debt that they owe the Commonwealths that kive them life.  °
The Umversu,y of Wisconsin, et Mad1son, is realizing this ideal.

"The Babeock fat test, the Hart casein test, and the Wisconsin curd

test have added an additional $3,000,000 to the dairy product of the
State every year for the past 25 years. And in the same way the
university is directly and efficiently related tp other departments oLl
economic, social, and civil life in Wisconsin.
[JHE FINAL TEST OF WORTH. P c

The final Justlﬁca‘wn of public texation for public educationJies
in the training of yaung people for citizenship. If a public nstity-
tion is not doing this, it hias no reason for existence, at least no claim
upon the public purse. Quite naturally, public institutions of learn-
ing have long belioved that the hber&hzmg eﬂ}sct of general courses
yielding discipline and culture is efficient training for cmzenshlp
But young men go through these institutions, take their various
degrees, adopt their vocations and professiong in life, as 8 rule, with
large emphasis upon private income and meager emphasis upon the
public good. Occasionally, they grow into a genuine and generous
concern for community well-being and welfare; and in these rare
instances they tower like great ogksin a copsewood The Ppity of it
lies in the rarity of these instances.

NOT AN m’vzx'rxon BUT A DIBOOVERY.

Training for citizenship in direct, efficient ways has always been
“to school authorities a puzzling problem. The study of history,
civics, and kindred subjects has seemed quite to the point; but-
everything goes amiss and ‘awry without a stirring of civic conscience
and concérn.

- The Georgia Club is face to face with an unmistakable conclusnon,
namely, that intimate, accurate knowledge of one’s own home county

-and home State probes the quick and core of interest and concern.

It is an ever-present subject, with an pver-growing fascination and
appeal. Fingering the facts and the causes indicative of increasing
st.agnat.ion and social decline in a tounty (and there are 28 such coun-.
ties in Georgia) makes of our young people not teachers merely, but
citizens and pat.nota as well. .
~ In Georgia, as in other States, some tgwnships or d;stncm within

the county lines are moving rapigly forward, while others are mark- . »-
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. ing time or retreating into stagnation and decay. Eighty counties
of Georgia are clearly making gains in most directions. Forty-one
counties have been drowsing algng these 10 years or more, in a half-
awake, half-asleep condition. Twenty-five counties have long been -
losing in population, and lagging in the rear in the creation and accu-
mulation of wealth. Meanwhile, year by year, the wealth of these
counties has been more and more concentrated in the hands of fewer
and fewer people. Each decade discloses an increased number of -
landless, homeless people in them. Their country schools and coun-
try churches are steadily dwindling in power. and influence.

Of course, the students from these various counties are stirred to
the very quick when they begin to realize the status off their home
communities. Face to face with the obstacles and opportunities,
they gird up their loins for lofty service and great achievements. -—

This leads me to say that the study of facts and forces within a
small, well-defined, familiar area like the home county, is a sort of
kindergarten approach to the formal study of economics and soci-
ology in our universities. Indeed, it is a logical beginning. Many
of these students from the country know their home counties per-
fectly. They know their counties far better than students from our
cities know the localities and communities, the life and enterprises, of
their home towns. Quite naturally, what they know of surrounding ~
life, its problems and forces, is vague and superficial, and without
appeal to interest or action; bv* when the ' come to draw a balance
sheet for their counties wp2 w0 show the gains and losses over a ten-
year period, when they compare and rank their own counties with
the other counties of the State, they begln to ask with great concern,
Why is my_ county gaining or losing in home ownerslup, or in crop
averages, or in church and school advantages, or in illiteracy and
crime} Why is the rank of my county first, or fertieth, or ene hun-
dred and fortieth in this or that item of comparison$

These i mqmnw at once bring them into the cdnsideration of a wide
range of economic and social causes and forces. Asa rule, they dis-
cuss these causes immaturely, clumsily, and crudely. Their sense of
causation, sequence, and consequence is fecble, as it is in most young

. students, and, indeed, in most people at any age. It is perhaps the -
first stirring in them of a rare and m:ghty power. It is the sense of
social constructive imagination. It is the sense of social prophecy.
It is-training in inductive thmkmg about the well-known matters of
& home community. It is looking at the houses, the farms, the
business enterprises, the schools and churches that are, and seeing

: the houses, th farms, the business enterprises, the schools and

ghurches that may be. And it is a Jdynamic, snmng sor¢ of achool

expeﬂence even for mhe clumsiest mﬁeﬂm
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III. ECONOMICS AND S0CIOLOGY IN NORMAL SCHOOL OUR-
RICYLUMS.

Early in the history of teacher-training schoojs, academic t;:ld
" professional subjects, were the staple of instruction. A little later -
were added model schools, with-practice teaching by initiates under
the guidance of superiors; and still later, courses in the manual arts,
domestic arts and science, and- elementary agriculture. For a long
while the informing theory of teacher-training schools was found in
psychology, this theory changing as psychology developed its special

fields of investigation and conclusion.

At last it dawned upon us that psvchology alone was an insuffi-
cient hasis for a philosophy of education; that the content of studies
and the ideal ends of education were related to economics and soci-
ology as well. And so these subjects have slowly begun to gain a
footing in the curriculums of*the 200 public normal schools of the
United btates

But" what is neoded seems to be not formal, msulated textbook

- courses in economics and sociology; not mere acquaintance with the
kaleidoscopic changes of view and theory that mark the history of
these subjects from Auguste Compte to Henry George; not mero

! enrichment and discipline of mind in these fields of learning; but

dlrect first-hand, svmpathctlc’expenenco with the workada J world

en PR

of men; the dyeing of our hands, thé steepmg of our ming# in the
aflairs of community life, business, civic, social, and religioys.

To be sure, under competent, wise guidance an immature student
in e,conomm and sociology in our colleges and universities. may get a
sane and safe background of thinking, and it will help him into safe
conclusions about the problems of his home community and State.
Indeed, such a background of thegries is indispensable.

F TR S A ETAUETETIOICTT L, .

THE mw AND METHOD OF THE GEORGIA CLUB.

But the Georgia Glub works not out of, but into, these great sub-
jects; by handling, for instance, a problem llke thxs

The total aggregate wealth on the tax digest of my count.y in 1910 was $1, 417 ,000.
QOur 1910 cotton crop brought ioto t ounty $1,255,000, and turned it loose among
the farmers, the merchanta, 'the byfchers, the bakers, and candlestick-makers. That
in to sy, agingle cotton crop yiclded almpst as much money in one year as the totg)
wealth of the whole county, accumulated during the 111 years of its existence.

O}her members of the club doing similar figuring upon their own
counties report that two on threo cotton-crops yield money sufficient
‘to buy out every form of property, every business, everythiug, and
everybody in the wholé county.

The students then begin at once to hunt down ms\';em to such .
questions ss these: - What becomes of all this cotton money from . |
yosr to yeari Who gets nti Why does so little of 1t remain in ‘the .3
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county when the year’s balance sheet is struck? What condition of
things promptly .dissipates this wealth to the ends of the earth and
leaves so little hehind? Who gets the larger share of the meager
remainder; the farmers, the tenants, the landlerds, the merchants,
or the bankers? Why? - g
Seventywseven per cent of the farms of this county are cultivated
by tenante; what has farm tenancy to do with the slow gain of total
wealth in the county? Have the tenants prospered ¥ If so, why do
they not rise out of tenancy into Tarm' ownership? Why are there
fewer farms from year to year cultivated by owners? Are the ten-
ants ag a class industrious, thrifty, and aspiring? If not, why not?
What are the effects of widespread and increasing farma tenancy
upon farm lands and crops, upon all forms of farm property what-
soever, ypon country schools and country churches, upon the ‘good
roads movement, upon local tax for schools, upon churches and
church life and influence, upon coopera.tiwe credit associafions, upon

cooperative .buying and sellmg, upon home-raised feed and food

supplies ?

These and other inquiries they bhegin to make and answer, of
course, in immature, clumsy ways. How could it be otherwise? It
8 a new’kind of thinking, alang new linesy in & new field. True,
these facts and forces have all their lives long been as close to them
as their very skins, and like their skins have challenged consciousness

just as little. And yot here are conditions and agencies that are’

writing the future of their home counties in terms large or small.
When the club has wrestled with these problems .in a series of

‘meetings they are more or less ready to consider the fundamental

signifigance of home and farm owncrshlp, to understand why fewer
and fewer people own homes and farms in dénsely populated pros-
perous communities; to see why the county w -ith a large number of

.-small landowners who live on and cultivate their own farms forges

ahead more rapidly than the coynty with a small number of large land-
owners who for the most pnrto‘& the farms they own; and to,realize
why cooperative farm enterprises, buying, selling, cgedit societies,
and the like, are so easily:possible in the hrst county ald so. nearly
impossible in the second county. \_

They study and discuss the economic situation that explains the
marvelous multlphclty and prosperity of srhﬁl.l country banks; that
is to say; banks privately owned that grow ri¢h upon thé business of
farm ‘communities. They are led by a consideration of facts and
forees of the home community into a study of the sources of wealth,
the production, exchange, and distribution of wealth; the relation

" .of wealth to community welfare, and the conversion of wealth into
. gommonwealth,

‘I the school is to be related to sﬁrrquqdmg life and . efficiently

D

s RN, SO

resch upon it, jhesb problams mdl many ,;Qghers must be volved: with
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THE CREED OF THE GEORGIA CLUB. 17

understanding and vision. If the school is to become the center of

" occupational and recreational life in the community, then it at once
appears that teachers must know intimately and intelligently the
problems that the school must help to solve by proper adjustﬁbont.
And teachers myst think about these problems sancly and sensibly,
with all the help that can possibly come to them out of the accumu-
lated wisdom of the race’n cummmc&nnd sociology.

THE IDEAL OF THE GEORGIA ;QLUB.

The Georgin Club holds as an ideal the teacher who reads and
thinks, observes and serves his community far beyond the walls of
s schoolroem; who claims and exercises part and lot in the life of

* his community as a eitizen as well as & teacher; who owns his own
home, drives his tent pegs down deep, and slmros in the task of
community upkeep snd upbuilding. The Georzia Club thinks that
his profession ought not to disqualify him for knowing intelligently
and thinking symputhchcnl]y, keenly, and wisely upon tho problems
of community life.

Holding thm“i(lonlq the work.of the. club durihy the past _three
vears tonvinced the trustees of the school that the purpoSes, methods,
and studies of the club were a (Imupllnc in eitizenship; and that a
chair of economies and sociology, growing out of and related to the -
problems of Georgia, was a pcofitable preparation for leadership a3

well as for teachership.

IV. THE CREED OF THE GEORGIA CLUB.

1 First. Wo believe that education is a reciprocal union with society.

Second.  We believo that social conditions determine all efficient
school functioning.

Third. We believe that the output of the Georzia State Normal -

"School should be teachers who are aflamoe with rational ideals a.nd
.purposes, but are als» stéeped in realities,
. Fourth. Wo beliove that the teachers of this faculty ghould bo
intimately acquainted with tho indoor concerns .of their dopnrb—
ments, intimately aoquamtcd with the best that the great world is
thinking and doing in their departments; bug also that they, should
he accurately schooled in outdoor economic and social cenditions,
causes, and consequegcees in Georgig, in divect, first-hand ways.

Fifth. Wo believe Smt tho s(‘hool is one of the mightiest agoncies
“of sociat uplift, and fhét*ho toacher can help to make this school
such an-agency uvless he is directly and vitally related to the human—
life problems-of the community and the Stute.

« Bixth. We bolieve that a teachor has‘a right to be a citizen and 8. ..
~patnot that to be'less than ext,ﬁer or both isto bes mere teaoher” )

-
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and that a mere teacher is to be less than a fullstatured man or
woman. — . c B

Soventh. We beliove that this school has betrayed the high
calling whereunto tho State has called it if its graduates do not set
their hands to their tasks’as cifizens and atriots, as lovers of theio
kind and their country, with keen realization of home conditions
and needs, with sympathy and concerq, with erowinz love for com-
munity and couaty, State -and country, and with high resolve to
glorify common tasks, common duties, and, common relationships
in faithful devotion. o

Eighth. We beliove that in the measure in which we shall “satisfy
thege idqal.q will we' all lovd the school more, our home counties
more, our State and country more, and serve them better, both now

, and in all the years to come. » ’

r

. ¥. WHAT STUDYING GEORGIA MEANS TO THE GEORGIA CLUB,

- «The club relies confidently upon the departments of history,

civics, geography, and agriculture for instruction about Georgia in

» . these subjects; and so the effort of the club has been concentrated

upon economic and social conditiong, causes, ‘consequences, ajul

remedies. These studies have concerned (1) the State at large in

comparison with every other Staté in the Union, and (2) every county

o? the State in comparison with itself during the last census period,

and (3) ,in comparison with every ether county of the State. The

rank of the State and the rank of each county aro figured out in

every detail of the study. i

The topics in general bave been: (1) Population—urban and

rural, white and-black; causes and effects of increasé or decrease?

(2) agriculture—farm ownership and tenancy, causes and conse-

quences; crop acreages and per acre yiclds; increases and decreases ;

causes of the snme; domestic animals—increases and decreases,

causes and effects; home-raised food and® feed supplies—surplus, ' - ™

deficiency, and effects of the same; (3) manufacture—forms, in- '

creases in capital, wages, and total products; mill-village problems; |
child labor and compulsery education; (4) wealth and taxation—
natural resources of the State, the factors in production; studies in

the county tax digests Showing forms of wealth, increases and de- «

creases by races’ tax values o7 land compared with census values,

exhibiting the inequalities of taxation Tor State purposes; per capita

wealth, by races; the systbm of taxation in vogue In Goorgia, cpm-

pared with other States; (6) improved public highways—progress in
the counties of the State, ¥id and cost of improved roadways,
values; (8) cooperative enterp.ise—in buying, selling, and banking;
. city marketa; (7) sanitation—State board of health, functions, sup-
< pors, dhciency, and values, compared with other States; ‘preventable

fa
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diseases; county health boards and sanitary officers, value of the
siume; me(hcal inspection of schools, results and progress in other
Stntos and sections; (8) schools—local’ taxation tn Georgia and
> other”States, local tax systems within the State; redirected country
schools # school fairs; efficient school supervision; counties ranked
accordiny ‘to (o) sper’ cent of average attendance, (b) per cent of
pupils- reaching the high school, (¢) total amount invested in school
property, (d).total amount invested in school equipments, (e) aver-
age salaries paid, (f) average cost of schodling a child per month,
(9) per cent of illiteracy (these/figufes for each race); (9) the country
church -—its status, its usefulness in the past, present menaces and
perils, necessity for new ideals and redirected effort, model country
churches; religious status of the negro; country. church surveys by
county ministerial associations: and so on.

VI. GENERAL STATE‘ PRO.BLEi(S—TAﬁLEB AND MAPS.

From time to time club members have volunfered to work out
the following general problems of the State, in the office headquarters
at odd times, as the chances of‘a crowded schedule pemutted i

‘1. Counties of Georgia ranked according to aensity of population,
1910 ‘

. Counties ranked accordmg to increase or decrease of populatlon '
durmg the last census period.

3. Counties ranked according to the per cent of negro population.
4. Counties ranked'la(,cordmg to the gums and losses of negro pop-

' ulation.

(The results in eacl case bemg graphlcnlly represented upon skele-

_ton map, e State.)
5. MAp showng the group of counties with negro majorities.
6. A table showing in percentages, by codnties, the increase of

- white population, side by side with the increase of white farmers;

and the increase of negro population alongside the i increase of negro,
farmers.

7. A table showing the decreasing ratio of negro populntlon in the
cities oy Georgia. -

8. A table ranking the counties according to the proporuon of
farms cultivated by tenants and by owners. »

9. A table showing negro landownership by counties: (@) Total
acres owned in 1910, (b) per cent of the total farm area, and (c) per
cent of gain since 1900. .

10, Counties ranked .according to ratio of cash or standmg rent to

*“sharb tenants, (a) whites, (b) negroes. 3 )
i The first seven of thess ublu and maps lppeu- in the *Georgia Club Bylhbul, Sacum 1 on Popuh-
tion.” Thoa&mwﬂwhtmunﬂmthm(tuohbm o

i

5

\

?

o5 PEYON o7
I A e AT Y )




’

200 - THE GEORGIA CLUB.

~

11 Tables rankmg the counties of Georgm according to (a) per
cent of freedom from farm indebtedness, (b)) white farm owners, and
(¢) negro fa;m owners.

12. Counties ranked according to tax value of farm lands per acre
when compared with the census values.

13. Cities of Georgia ranked according to (a) total value of manu-

.

factured products, (b) cnpltnl invested, and (c) number of operatives

employed. - .

‘14. Counties ranked accotdmo to per capita wenlth by races.

15. Table showing total taxes paid into the State treasury by each
county and the total of pension and school money received by each

('.)unty from the Stat(,‘?:i:iy, with oxcess or deficit foreach (1910).

“16. Counties ranked aggording to percentages of increase or

decrease of (a) cattle, (b) work animals (horses and mules) (c) hogs,

_and (d) poultry. (Tables cover lust census period.) .

17. Counties ranked according to the average number of work
animals per ffim.  Similar table for Georgia and the other States.

18. Counties ranked according to the investment in farm machinery
pex acre. Similar table for Georgin and the other States.

'19. Cotton tables ranking the counties according to- (a)-per cent
of 1mpr0\ ed land in cotton, (b) per cent of increase or decreuse in
acreage since 1900, and (¢) in average yields per acre.
> 20. Similar tables for corn.

21. Tables showing by counties the home- rmsed mea# supplv (cat-
tle, hogs, and poultry) per-vear.

22. Tables showing by counties (a) total annual expenditure upon
roads and bridges, () total invested in road machinery, and (c) miles
of road built (year 1911).

23. Tables rnnkmg counties according to (a) per cent eravemge
attendffnce upon school populntion, (b) per cent loss of pupils between
the first and seventh grades, () per cent of pupjls reaching the high-
school grades, (d) cost of schooling a pupil per month, each race, ()
total amount invested in common-school property, (f) total amount
invested in school equipment, and (g) per cent of illiteracy -among
children of school age (separate tables for each race).

24. Counties ranked accordmg to per cent. of church members
(census of religious bodies, 1906).

The student groups, as they pursue their county ‘studies through
the various details, come to these general tables on file for ready
reference in the office to see just wﬂere their county stands in these
“various particulars. First of all, a group has been comparing the
home county with itself during t,he last census period. Now, by the
help of these tables, they comfare their county with every other
county in, the State in warious details of study

'y
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VII. SKELETON OUTLINE OF COUNTY SBTUDIES.

While volunteers. from the club have been working out general
problems, covering the State at large, as already indicated, and list-
ing, ranking, mapping, and otherwise graphically representing thed
results, individuals or county grouns.have been assembling from
every available source of ‘aut{)oritathe information the facts about
their own home counties and comparing’ the county wish itself over
u 10-yeur period, the lnst ffensus decade.

‘These county studies Rave occupied their spare moments some-
times for two or three months, in some instances for a year or maore.
They have been in correspondence with the coprthouse offickais, with |
the ministers, physicians, or other well-informed people at home (who
are usually afliliated members of the club). Students often spond
their holidays searching courthouse records and oth®rwise investi-
gating, c'hed\mg, sorrecting, and pexfevtmg theirvcounty. reports-—
on the ground, in_person. -

They have been guided in their qtudles by the otﬁe that follows.
These outlines.are used merely to assemble the facts comparatifely. -
When these facts have been thoroughly reviewed and revised with
the help of the affilinted club members at home, then these bare,
bald figures are’ translited into simple running nharratives for the
county newspapers at home. In this wuy these reports reach a
reading public that as a rule rarely sees any cgnsus news and never
any census details concerning the home county.

As arule the affiliated member at home is both wﬂlmg and prms
to assume the paternity of the county reporg when it is ready for ti
heme paper. In this way the narrative has greatly increased value
and effect, while the “club escapes the quspxcwn of impertinent
obtrusion. =it

S8rate NormaL Scuoor, ATHENS, Ga.

ECONOMIC AND BOCIAl BURVEY OF .......... COUNTY,

1. Location and surface: (1) woils, climate, adaptation; (2) other natural reeo&rcea;v

(3) great inen, great events.’

2, Population; ) _ }
1010, white, .......ccco...o.....; black, ool total Ll
1900, white, .............i..l ; black, ... B 717.Y I R
Gmn orloss (per cent), .......  ....... E Y

3 City population, figured in the same way whenever there are towns or cities in °
the‘county. ls the city gaining mainly in white or black populatlon? Are
the country regigge of the county gaining or losing in white population; in negro .
‘population? (Figure on the reverse side of the sheet and summarize the results
below.)

Briof account of the chief city, if large or growing,” -
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4. Area: .... acres; under cultivation, .... acres. Per cent of total ares under
cyltixation, ..... Number of farms, ....; per cent of increase since 1900, . . . ..
"~ Number of white farmers, ..... Number of negro farmers, ...., Av size

- d erage

of farms, ....; of improved farms, .,... Brief account of room for homeseekers;
drminage areas; water powers, etc.

5. Ownership and tenancy: .
(1) Farms tilled by owners: )
1810, white, .. .............. ; black, .......... ytotal, ... ...
1900, white, ................ ; black, .......... ; total, ..., e

Gain or loes (perceént), ........ ...
(2) Farms tilled by tenanta: - )
1910, white, ... ............. ; black, ... .. ... total, Lo,

1800, white, .._............. ; blaek, ....._... ; total, Lol .
Gain or loms (per cent), ...... . Seag =7 obagao
(3) Per cent of farms tilled by tenants, both races:
’ 1810, .. f.. By owners, ......
- 1900, ...... By owners, ......
.(9)Rank in farm_tenancy in 1910, ...... Ratio of standing-rent to share-
tenants, ...... :

(5) Effects of tenancy upon farm properties, soils, schools, churches? ..... .. ..
8. Farm indebtedness: Farms tilled by owners—white, free, ... Pper cent; negro,

free, .... per cent.
(1) Average for the county, .... per cent; for the State, .... per cent.
(2) Rank in freedom from farm indebtedness: ... ..
1. Wealth:
- (1) Value of all farm property (census, 1910), ......
Total aggregate wealth (county tax digest), .... ..
Compare these. Conclusions: ..........
(2) Total value of land (censui): e ; average value per acre (cen-
BUB), .......... B N
Total 'vnlue (county tax digest).........; average value (county tax di-
gest), ..........

Compare these,,. Conclusions: ..........
(3) Investigation: Are farm properties paying

.

relatively more ar less than their

equable share of taxes? ...... et
) ufactures: Number of establishments, . ... .; kinds, ......,
: . otal invested, ...... ; increased per cent, since 1900, . ......
« (5) Banks: State and private, number, .. . ... ; national, number, .......; total
- bank capital, ..... .; intreased per cent, .....: ’
{6) Total number of farm lsndowners who do not cultivate, bdt rent their
lands to tenants, ... ... .; total acreage 8o owned, .......
¢Per cent of the acresge of the county, . ..... per ceat,
(Get this information from the county tax digest.) ,
e To the number of owners who only rent the farms they own, add
the number of ownem who cultivate the land they own (see census,
: 1910), and figure the number of landless people in the unty. How
many are white? .......... g LA
(7) Negro property ownership: 100 1910 percent.
2 (a) Number of acres gwned. ...  ........ ccoponon
() Total aggregate wealth...... SoSon0g seeeesage
(c) Per capita wealth™......coov auvnenns cereans ¢ eeveren

(@) Gonclusions: cevisieeine '
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8. Coopaubu enterprise: (1) Buying; (2) selhng (3) bartking; (4) medicaly associa.
tions; (5) ministerial amociations; (8) women’s clube. Brief account of each:
(1) purposes; (2) achievements.

9. Domestic animals on farms and ranges: ' A
(1) Cattle: .
TB10, .- e e e eeeeieee e e eeea s erinn e aannens aeanenaean .
T900, eyeenennaes o eeiei e et - R e
Gain or loss per cent), .-...cceveriiiine i iieeieeecas
Note increase or decrease of dairy cows since 1900.
(2) Horsee:
DL R S SN :
Gain Or 1088 (PEF CENL), .« .orvennnneilivermnmniieiinn iianannnnnens
- Note increase or decmse of colts.
(8) Mulee: :
e BBIO, e e e e e BRSNS, -
1900, covreminee St et itree i caee et e PR
Gain or loes (per cent), ........ e, . eeeiaa. ,
Note increase or decrease of colts. -
(4) Sheep:
FE L PO TR P S
1900, ..... {bocooo0aeee06s © 00500000 a 005000 o 200800000 0000a00 6B000G S
Gain or 1088 (PET CeNL), « . vovvivnen it e eiiaiie et a e
Why? State on reverse side of this sheet.
(5) Hogs: . - -
SEN), 0000000000000 000000 0 0.050000COCOEEA0NE © 0EaEE0A 0G0 BOIBAATBOT <00
TB00, - o oo enen et e e eran e e eaaa e aeen e aea e e
Gain Or 1088 (PEr CONL), «verernvounrriirciaeiiiaaeeeiianecanaiaa,
Why? (Ildem) .
(6) Poultry: . \
: 1910, .. onnennnnnn, e fee et e
TB00, .« e ceerinn e teeie et e eeeae e eee e e aea ‘
Gain OF 1088 (PET CONL), evvvrncnanariencneioiettonneceneacasanas
Why? (Idem.) :
('{gBeeswarms .
1010, e e et irnenee
Gain or loss (per uut,), ........................ {s% 000000000000000
Why?™ (Idem.)
(8) Dogs: . . -
1910, ...... 1 S : : ,
~ Gain o’ lon(percent), ................................. e oco

Debate: Should there be & dog-hcenne tax in Georgia? A dog-muzzle tax law?.
10. val . Cova,
(1) Cotton: - h
*1010, acres, ...... , total bales, ....,1vengeper acre yield, .
1900, acres, ...... ; total bales, .. ..; average per acre yxeld
Gain or los (per cmt), ............ . ereens
e . (@) Percent\ofimpmvedhndmcotton?
(5) How many counties had a smaller per cens. of tho cultivated
! : ares in cotton? .......
(c) How many counties M Y lugot yuld pet m?.......
0 wh" oae ..‘ ’
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.. 10. Crops—Continued, ¢
(2) Corn:
- 1910, acres, .. ..; yield, total bushels, ... .; sverage yield, ...,,
1900, acres, .. .. ; total yield, bushels, . ...; average vield, ..,..
. Gain or lose (per cent), ... ... e e ORI o 4

(a) Per cent improved land in corn? .......

(b) How many counties had a smaller per cent of the cultivated
wrea in com? .....,.

(3) Osta: .
< 1910, acres, .. .. ; total yield, ... . bu.; average yield, ..,.. #
& 1900, acres, .. ..; total yield, .... bu.; average yielg, ...,
Gan or, (per cent), ..... % comow 9 a00000Q
T (4) Whmf/ﬁ . ’
19107 acres, .....; total yield, ... bu.; average yield, .....
) 1900, acres, ... .. ; total yield, .. .. bu;; avefage yield, ...,

Gain orlosa (percent), ...... ... goe  ooa 9000 !
(6) Bweet potatoes and yams:
1910, acres, . . .. ; total yfeld, .... bu.; average yield, ....
Notz.—No census report in 1900 upon sweet potatoes by counties. '
(6) Hay and fomge: , ,
1910, acres, ....; total yield, .... tons; average yield, .. ...

o = (a) Ave there more and better pastures in the county year
by year? .......
(b)) Why or why not? ....... o
11. ‘Home-raised food supply per persoss per year:

(1) Meat: Divide total cattle, total hogs, and total poultry by the population
of the county and tabulate results below:
(a) Isitsufficient? ... .. o,
(b) Get from the n&chants the facts about the agnyal shipment of
i meat into the county, . !
- (¢) Deficiency.
(d) Cost of the same. ’ 0
(2) Small grain: -
(a) Total bushels raised (corn, wheat, and oats), ...... .
(%) Total needed for population and work animals (horecs and mules)>
(Count 6 bushels per person per year and 50 bushels per work
animal peryear.).......
(¢) Deficit or excess, ....... '
2 (d) Cost gr value of the same. ......, 3
(8) Amount of money put into circulation in the coupty by the cotton crop
reported in the 1910 census (multiply number of bales by $65 each),

[

(4) Total aggregate wealth of the county on the 1910 tax digest, .......
(6) How many such cotton crops equal the accumulated wealth of the county
. gince the beginning of ita history? ......, v, )
(6) Where goes this vast cotton wealth year by year?
e . (7) Conclusions: ....... . . ] :
> 12. Marketing facilities: (1) Railway outlets; (3) city” markets—advantages 0 the
o country, to the city.
*o 18 Improved public roads: 4= ¥ 8 " .
M2 (1) How many miles of public roads in the county? . ...... -

s (8) Miles of improved public roads built o date? ........
=5 . (8)#Amount imvested ipmdemnh‘nerytu.,, o g y
._. - 2 b}"-{, 'l..f'- b'e’ O 5 : % i n_ X fr‘”x:" (X

3 -

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



13. Improved public roads—Continued. '
(4) Amount spent upon roads and bridges
%) Does your county consume ita roads nfoney in  pate hing rads?

Why?..

BKELETON OUTLINE OF 0OUNTY STUDIES,

191”....... .

(6) Compare !.he county in all these particulars with other counties.
(7) See Home's Good Roads Bulletin, Uniwersity of South Carolina.

14, Public health:

_(1) Common diseases in the county?.......
(2) Are they preventable?
(3) Death rate: Whites?
(4) Results of the hookwormi investigation?
(5) Is the boll weevil in your county?

effects are.

(6) What has been done toward cattle tick eradication?
(7) Has your- county a health board and health officer? .......

why not?

o (8) Is there any roedical inspection of children? .......

How? .......
Blacks? .......

Results? ..

15. Schools: {Consult Jatest Siate school superintegdent’s report. )

(1) Schools, white....

(2) Whitexchool pupue -

(3) White puplls en-
rolled....... ..
(4) Per cent of enrll-
Ko ment upon
school populs-

tion.. .
(5) White avemgb st
tendance.......

(6) Per cent of aver-

age attendance
upon sc hool
population......

"(7) How many coun-
« tiesshow a larger
per cent of at-
tendance?......

(1) White pupile, fipt

~ grades........ .

White pupils, sev-
enth

. Loes per

(2) How many coun-
ties lose o larger
per cent of pu-
pils between the

first and last .

Y
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Schools, negro...q...oouann...
- Negro school population...... .

Negro pupilaenrolled..........  ......

Per cent of enrollment upun
school population........... )

Negreaverage attendance.....

Per cent of attendance upou
school population...........

How many counties show a
larger per cent of attendance?

@
" Negro pupils in firet grades...,

Bow.ﬁny counties loee a larger
per cent of pupils between’
tre.fizst and the last grades?.

vesves
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15. Schools—Continued. |
> . k
. )
(1) How many white How many negro pupils in high
high school pu- schools?. ...... . Sonmen
pile in the
- county?........ coopaa
(2) Per cent of . white Per cent of negro school popu-
school populs. ) lation..........oo . L.
tion?........... Focos " ‘ .
- B Rank of the _ Rank of the county in this par-
county in this teular.....o.ooooois L,
particular?...... ... B
) -
(1) Cost of schooling a . Cost of achooling a negro pupil i
white pupil per permonth............ .. ... 0000
month?........ a0000s )
= (2) How: many coun- How many counties apend *
ties spend more more for schooling a negro
c for scHooling’ a pupil per month?...........,
white pupil per
month?......... Sanco
. () 3
(1) Total fund for common public schools?. .......... T Ees . ootoaa
(2) Amount raised Ky local taxation and allother sources?............ . -
*(8) Per cent of the total fund derived from the State trensury?....... . ...,
(4) How many counties derive a smaller per cent from the State
treasury?..... e e e e et eenaireeeietiaeeneies ..
. . (6) .
(1) Total amount invested in common achool property?. ... ... L.l
(2) Total amount invested in the county in automobiles?. ...3....... ..
(3) Comparison ... . ... Conelusions: ........................... . ) i
(4) How many counties have & larger amount invested in common |
school property?.............. SR S e S |
?
. ) . 90 =
{¢)) Howmanyechoolahnvoochoollibmrica?.............,........4.,, Snéooo g
(2) How many échools have corn.clube? . . . ... Gardenclubs? .. ... B R
Canning clubs?, .. .... P o
16. Iliteracy (soe new Georyia bulletin soon to isue from the Census Bureau).
' (1) White, 1910, ...... i negro, .i....; total, ...... ’
White, 1900, ...... ; negro, ...... ; total, . ...,
Decrease, percent, ...... .. Booo ceveie f
. Decrease, percent, ......  ...... °  Goosao .
-7 (2) How many counties show a smaller per cent of white illiteracy? ...,
17. ‘Churches (consult minutes of the church associations and investigate personally
. on the grounds). 0 = .
. A fow of the significant facts to be amembled, for each rce, are ay follows: (1) The
5 mumberof strictly rural churches, . .....; (2) the number in towns and villages, . .. . . . B
+ - (3)the number in citles, ......,; (4) the total membership, .. ... +7 {5) the per cent'o' i
. the eaind of the total population, ...... ; (6) the number of rum} churches with * :
B CR e 1 . i .
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homes alongside them for the ministers, ...... ; (7) number having préiching onces
month, ......; twice a month, ...... ; (8) the number of Sunday schools, .. ... 5
(9) the number of churches that have dwindled in membership and influence during
the last 10 year, ...... ; (10) the number tiat have been standing etill, ......;
(11) the number that have been abandoned, /..... ; (12) the number that are served
by nonresident ministers (coming from a distance each month), ......

Note: Set the ministerial associations of the ceunty to work to collect these facts.
The preachers ought to know these and mamy mbore such definite facts abeut the
home field.

18. Suggested agencies and plans for commupity uplift.

19. Study: **The Challenge of #he Country,” Fiske, the Association Prees, New York.

* Strong’s “The Challenge of the City,"” Eaton & Mains. Kern's “Among the

Country Schools,” Ginn & Co. Foght's ‘‘American Rural Schools,’’ Mac-
millan Co.

20. Sources of information'in this report: The 1900 and the 1910 Census Reports; the

reports of the capitol officials; the co* tax digests. (Add such others as

may be used.) -

VIII. A SPECIMEN COUNTY NARRATIVE.
A BRIEF. ECONOMIO AND SOCIAL SURVEY OF HENRY OOU!TY, GA.
For the Georgia Olud ..by lln Mary M. Woods.

(Bources of inforsastion: The census reports; l.ho reports of the stateheuse officials; the countf tax
digests; “ Georgia: Historical and Industrial;” White's Statistics of Ooorgh. and every other avallable
source of suthoritative !nlormauon )

- LLOCATION AND BURFACE. e

Henry County, created in 1821, is located a litlle west of the center of the Piedmont
uplands. Like other counties in this.section of the State, it is an undulating, hilly
country, broken and well watered by abundant streams; by the South.River, a branch

of the Ocmulgee, by Cotton River, and by numerous creeks. The lands along these -

streams are rich and fertile. Llsewhere the soils are light and eandy; in some’ places
they are “mulatto” and red-clay seils. Soils, climnate, and railway connections make

- diversified farming possible a‘ﬁd profitable. o

In the watercourses are many-fine shoals, offering valuable water powers. In 1800
there were several small cousitry mills for corn and yheat; among them s good roller
millatTsland Shoals. Theee have not dxed out during the census period, s in 8o many

other counties.
b

| 4 N
In 1910 the populatxon of the counfy was 19,927, a gain of 1 32{ people, or 7.1 per
cent during the laat census penod (Between 1890 and 1900, it was 14.7 per cent.)
Sixty-eight counties in Georgia grew at a greater rate during the past 10 years. The

POPULA'HON

- . ‘incregse consisted of 530 white people, or 6 per cent, and 785 negroes, or 8 per cent.

Henry is ongME the 66 countiea of Georgia having negro majorities. Until 1890 the

county had a white niajority, but 10 years later a negro majority, and in 1910 4 'still _

‘larger negro majority. Henry is one of the 28 counfles showing an increased™negro

. ratio during the laat 10 years.- The negroes at pmeent are 51 per cent of the entire

-populatiod. White reparts 9,669 whites in the county in 1845, or only 74 fewer than
in 1010. However, Henry has lost territory to three or fdur other'‘coupties since 1845,

At present the population is 69 per square mile, and the mnk of the county in this ’

particular is twenty-eighth.
Three towns absorbed the increase of population, or #7 per cent of it, ay follows:

1,099, ] 184 per cent, and Locust Grov pop\union, 716 incrdue,

McDonough, pment population, 882; md(eue 29 per cent; Hnmpton, popuhtion,
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¢
LAY TS . A

Accmding to “‘Georgis: Historical and Industrial,” the ares of Henry County is

. 215,680 acres; according to the 1910 United States census it was 207,360 acses

(spproximate); according to the 1910 county tax digest it was 196,762 acres. Such
variatione in size occur in the various reports for almost all the counties of Georgia.
Nobody knows how large Henry or any other county is without acgurate, official
county surveys. Strange to ssy, very few counties in the State havé such aurveys.

’ FARMS.

The land in farms amounts to 161,182 acres, but the improved land in farms is only
85,327 acres; that is to eay, barely more than two-fifths of the county isin cultivated
farm areas. ‘Here, then, is plenty of room for home seekers. .

In 1810 there were 3,062 [arms, an increase of 25 per cent in 10 years. A little mare

than one-half of these farms were less than 50 acres in size. The average size of all

farma was 63 acres, but the average size of improved farms was only 38 acres. No
Jarms were reported to the census takers as being 1,000 acres or more in size
But the tax digest of 1910 reports 15 landholders owning 1,000 acres or more éach,
or nearly 22,000 acres in all.
WEALTH.

The aggregate wealth of the county, on the 1910 connty tax digeat, was $3,336,499;
but farm property alone was reported in the 1910 cenrus a3 worth $6,373,486, or nearly
twice the total aggregate wealth of the county. In the 1910 census, farm land alone
was worth $4,195,339, but on the 1910 tax digest this land was returned at $1,404,935;
that ia to say, at a 334 per cent valuation.

It ought to be aaid, however, that farm lands are returned for taxation in this and
every other county at a relatively higher valuation than other forms of taxable wealt}).
The trouble ariges in the fact that one county returns its propertiesat a fourth, another
ata third, anotherat a half, and in one instance at more than the cbnsus valuation,

The result is that 107 counties of the State received from the State treasury in 1910,
in pensions and school money, nearly $800,000°s10re than the State received from those
counties in taxes. That is to say, there are only 39 counties that support themselves,
and these 39 are requircd to.contribute to the support of the other counties. It isin
this way that Henry County in 1910 received from'the State treasury $8,604 more than
the county paid into it.

Property ownership among the- negroes shows in Honrv, as in other counties, a
remarkable increase during the last census period.. In 1910 they owned 8,472 acres,
8 10«year increase of 118 per cent; $63,024 worth of farm animals, an increase of 152
per cent; and nggregate wealth amounting to $J75,630, an increase of 123 per cent
during this peried,

The per capita wealth of negroes in the county was $17. - The per capitn wealth of
the whites was $338. The per capita wenlth for hoth races waq $167. Ninety-seven

. counties of the State in 1910 had » higher per capita wealth,

DIRTRINUTION OF WEALTH.

A little more than one-third of the land values on the tax digest in 1030 was city
real estate and a little less than two-thirds was country real estate. Of the 3,062 farms
in the county, only 813, or 27 per cent of them, were cultivated by owners, 712 white
and 101 black. The farms cultivated-by white owners decreascd 36, or 5 per cent,
during the 10 years; while the farms cultivated by negro owners increased 46, or 83
per cent. Pwo thousand one_hundred and thirty farms were cultivated by tenants,
891 .whits and 1,349 black. Seventy two per cont, or nearly three-fourths of the
farms in the county, were cultivated by tenants. During the census period the cultl-
mionothrmbyownm fe’lﬁ&mszpexcemwmpermt.
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The extent and the increase of tenancy in Henry County mean, as everywhere else,
a steady deterioration of soils and farm properties, a low average yield of all crope
whateoever, and increasing difficulty in maintaining effective country schoola and
conntry churches. The problem is rendered still further difficul bv the fact that in
the South 51 per cent of the tenanta move every year. Ninety-fourcou tiesin Georgia,
have a larger per cent of farms cultivated by owners and a smaller per ce. t cultivated
by tenants.
.. Counting out the population of McDonough, Locust Grove, and Hampton, we have | /
18,236 people in the country regions of Henry County; and counting each far... owner
1 torepresenta family of five, we have a honig-owning country population of 4,065; that
4 is to say, in the farm regions of Henry we have more than 14,000 landless, homeless
" . people. Nearly 4,500 of these were white. -
Y Upon the 1910 county tax digest it appears that 55 landholders, owning 500 or more
acres, owned altogother 45,522 acres; that is to say, a little more than one-tenth of 1 B
per cent of the population owns more than one-fifth of all the land. _But it further
appears that 16 landholders, owning 1,000%cres or more each, own 21,977 acres, or s~
little more than one-tenth of all the land in the eounty. g
Here is a remarkable instance of land ownership by the few and land, orphnnage for
the many. When one considers thatgwﬂmmon is rooted and grounded in the home-
- owning, home-loving, home-defending msunct one wonders what the future holds in
stre for Henry County.

PARM INDEBTBDNESS

In 1910, 79 per cent of the farms cultivated by ¥hite ownem were free from mortgage
indebtedness, and 61 per cent of the farms cultivated by negro owners were free.
These figures are below the avemges for the State, which are 82 per cent for white
owners, and 71 per cent for negro owners. Both white and black owners considered,
the average freedom from indebtedness is 77 per cent. Seventy-three counties of the

{  State makea better showing in the matter of ffedom from farm indebtedness.

DOMESTIC ANIMALS8 ON PARMS AND RANG:S.
[ 4

In 1910 there were 5,965 cattle, a gain of 11 per cent during the censug penod but
pe there were 3,078 dairy cows, an increase of 38 per cent. Florses, 1,455, a gain of 30 per
© cent (but a decreaac in home-raised colts from 78 to 44). This is perhaps the largest
gain in horses in the counties of Georgia. Usually there is a loes in horses. Mules,
2,79, an increase of. only 5 per cent, which is perhaps the lowest increase in mules in
" the counties of the State; but home-raised mule colts decreased trom 49 to 21 during
: the 10 years. Hogn, 5,613, a loss of 22 per cent. Poultry; 52,349, a gain of 14 per cent,
but barely more than half the poultry in the county in 1890. Beé swarms, 878, a Joss
of 60 pe“cent In 1890 there were 397 sheep in the county; in 1800, 119, but in 1910
none. But there were 1,184 dogs on the tax digest of that year.

Since we can not have in Georgia 8 dog license tsx law, as eight other States in the

*~ Union have, might we not have a dog-muezle law and put an end {o the horrogg of
hydmphobm ss England, Germany, and theCanal Zone have done? Last year 486
p°ople mostly women and children, were bitten by mad-dogs in Georgia, and the State
is spending $10,000 a year to cure rabies: Surely we value our clnldren in Georgia
more than we yalue our dogu . N

CROPS.

‘The 1910 census reports the crops of the countyu follows: Cotton, 63, 899 acres, an 1
increase of 20 per cent during the census period; averige yield, forty-ome hundredths |
of a bale, or just the sime a8 in 1900. . Fifty-Bve per cent of the cultivated arca was |
in cotton. Qnly two other counties in Georgia had s larger portion of their cultivated
land in cotton—Morgan'sad Jasper, 61 per cent each—but 58 counties have a larger
yield per acre. - Henry County catton ranks-high sngd is in great demnnd with the .
ggmmm. (Geo:xin'nwzsul d Industrial.) ‘
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Corn, 2,688 a’:ms, s loes of per cent during the census period; nvangald, 12

. bushels, a gain of 9 per In 1910, 23 per cent of the cultivated area was in corn.
Thirty-three counties had an increased acreage in corn. Henry was one of the 1i3
countiee that' loet in corn acreage during t.he 10 years. Thmx—mx counties had a
larger yield per acre.

Onta, 3,319 acres, 8 gain of 39 pef cent; average yield, 17 bushels, a gain of 70 per
cent.. The average yield for the State was 15 bushels.

Wheat, 2,327 acres, a loes of 63 per cent; average yield per acre 10 buphels a.gain of
43 per cenz The average yield for the State was only 8 bushels.

Bweet potatoes, 442 acres; average yiéld, 86 bushels, a little below the average fcr
the State:

Dry peas, 2,755 bushels, & gain of 16 per cent.

Hay and forage, 2,676 tons, most of which (2,038 tons) consisted of grains cut green.

S

EOME-RAISED FOOD SUPPLY.

=
B It will be seen that the home-raised meat supply in Henry is meager, consisting in
1910 of one-third of 8 beef, one-third of a hog, and 10 poultry per person. Recently
cattle have baer selling on the hoof in Chicago at 12 cents per pound and pork sides at
$12.55. The meatsupply of the country steadily falis behind the ingfgpase in popula- |
tion. Meatin the future promises tobestill higher. It looks like the farmer’schance, ;
At all events, he can afiord tosell; hecan notafford to buy atpresent prices,
Considering only the population and th/ work animals of the county, the 1910 grain.
crop of Henry fell short of wknt waa neeqed as food and feed for man aud beast by
139, 271 bush2ls. With corn at $1.10 a bushel and flour at $6.25 a barrel (to- day 8
quotatxom) the people of Henry County are spending about $200,000 {0 supply this
deficiency. The 1910 census reported/$41,428 s'pgnt by the farmers for feed alome.
Add the money sent out of the county for work animals, for meat, bread stuffs, and
fertilizers, and you have a total of more than $600,000 that must be charged against the
farmers’ profits year by year. Itisa king’s ransom, annuslly paid to aliens and stran. &
gers for supplies that might be raised at home. i

8CHOOLS.

The 1911 report of the State school commissioner shows 37 schools for white pupils

1 lesa than in 1900) and 37 for negro pupils (11 more than in 1800). There were 54

white teachers for these 37 schools, fom which we conclude that the county has a

number of two and three teacher achools. That looks good. Of the white teachers 57 5

had first-grade or life licenses agd 27 had at least one year of training in normal schools,

In 1911, 2,458 white pupils, or 82 per cent of the schoo] population, were enrolled;

3 and 1,821, or 70 per cent, were in avorage attendance. These are high percentages;
neverthelem, 269 white children were not registered in the schools for s0 much ss a
single day during the year, while 408 were barely more than registered,

In the negro schools, 2,370 pupils, or 71 per cent of the school population, were en-
rolled, but only 1,672, or 47 per cent, were in average attendance. In Henry, as in
almoet every other couhty of the State, the attendance of negro children upon the coun-
try schools lags behind the whites.

‘There were 454 white children regiatemﬂ_wﬂnt grades, but only 300 in the sec- - 1
ond grades; that is to eay, 164 children, or more than one-third, had dropped out of -
school, most of them to take up the burdens of life with one bnef term of schooling in

A\_ the first-reader clases, Two hundred white chilgtenm Henry reach the seventh

\ grades; that is to my, more than half-of the children whc@‘n&: the count:g:_czhools
dizappear before they have received the full benefits of the
Theee facts a¥e disturbing, but Henry makes a far better showing than moét of the
) coundeso!@eorglain t.huparticuhr Onlyu negro children. mchthonvénth
T ghiges, qunm;e wore mun 190. i

i
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Sixteen whlw schools in the county gwe h)gh-echool coumdes to 418 white pupils;
that is to say, 45 white children in 100 in Henry reach the high-school classes. In!
Clarke Cobb, and many other good counties of Georgia barely more than 2 or 3 white
codntry children in 100 reach the high-school grades.

There are 4 negro sthools in the county giving high-school instruction to 46 pupils;
that is to eay, 14 negro children in 1,000 get as far as the hxgh school.

The countﬁoard in 1911 received from the State $20,465; from local or municipal
taxation, $1,348; from tuition fees, $15,169; from incidenml fees, $2,025; from dona-
tions, $1,798; and from other sources, $1,250, making a grand total of $42,147. Only
six county boards in Gegrgia gpend moce money than this for common echools (B‘Fﬂb\\
Chatham, Dodge, Fulton, Kichmond, and Whitfield). No giher county board in
Jseorgia receives so large a sum from tuitions and iucidental fees.

The county ‘board spent $36,836 for the schooling of white children and $1,780 for
the schooling of negro children, giving 118 days of free schooling to white children and
100 days of free achooling to negro children. -

The cost of schooling a white child per month was $1.50. Seventy-six counties of
Georgia spent more for this purpose; for instance, Clay $3.03, Ptke $3, Terrell $3.09,
and Quitman $4.76. . ’

The cost of schooling a negro child per monjh was 55_cents. Eighty-two countiee
of the State spent more money for this pu . .

The county board owns 81 of the houses in which the 74 schools are taught, their
vatue being $36,150; average value, $1,165 each. Three buildings are owned by
municipalities, their value being $35,150. The average value of two of these ia $17,500

.
‘v

each. The Baptist denomination owns one achool property valued at $40,000. The *°

total investment in school property is $111,300. Only 6 counties in Georgis Kave
mote money invested in school property (Bibb, $335,000; Carroll, $144,000; Chatham,
$482,000; Colquitt, $181,000; Early, $125,000; and Richmond, $750,000).

Seventeen schools are equipped with 719 patent deaks Seven white schools and
one colored school report school libraries.

Forty children are transported in school wagone to two schoola at a total cost of $501.
The consolidation of sthools and the transportation of children has made great head-
way in other States, but the movement lags behind in Georgm & A beginning in a
small way has been made in 36 counties of Georgia.

Far better than most counties in the State, Henry is able to establish a county-wide,
local-tax echool system. Already 29 counties have establirhed such systems, giving
1o the country child chances st an education equal to those of the city child.

The dalaries paid white male teachers in'Henry average $80, and white female tedch-
ers $45. How can Henry maintain efficient country echools upon salaries ranging
from $260 to $400 a year?

The salaries paid female negro mvhers ia $18 & ponth or $80 a year. The negro
teacher worth only $90 a year is probably worth nothing at all, or worse.

The problems of public education can be solved only by local initiative, local pride, .
local self-sacrifice, all of which means a liberal local tax for schools. The problem has
been solved in no other way in any State of the Union.

.,
ILLITBRACY.

The latest available figures upo: illitéracy by counties in Georgia are in the
1808 State school census.! At that time the illiteracy of white children of school age
in Henry was 4 per cent; of negro children of school age, 26 per cent; average for both
mces, 16 per cent, One hundred and six counties in Georgia have a lower illiteracy
nte. However, the school illiteracy of the county fell from 22 per cent in 1903 w0 16
per cent in 1908. . w

'*."
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LEADING RIGH SCHOOLS.

In 1911 the leading high schools of-Henry Couaty were located at McDonough, E. D,
Gunby Pprincipal, no report rendered to the State school superintendent; Hampton,
C. C. Gilbert, principal, 5 teachers, 24 high-school pupils, 5 graduates; Stockbridge,
Mrs. O. E. Ham principal, 15 pupils, no gradusates; Locust Grove, Claud Gray prin.
cipal, 7 teachers giving entire time to high-school subjects, 1 giving part time, x
teachers in all, 273 high-school pupils, 25 graduates. )

The school at McDonough is & four-year high school, accredited by the university
with 14 units required for graduation. ¢ .

The Locust Grove Institute is a senior four.year accredited high school, with 1
units required for graduation and 25 unita offered.” This school is under the control
and direction of the Flint }'\iver Baptist Association. Mr. Claud Gray, A. B., has been
its principal for many long years. 1t has & high rank among the fitting schools of the
Btate. 1t offers ample high-school courses; but even more and better it offers rare
advantages in character developinent under Mr. Gray.

CHURCHES.

Little information can be assembled out of the reports of the copferences, associa-
tion, and synods of Georgia for the simple reason that the counties in which the churchex
are located are never indicated. We are therefore calling upon intelligent, weli-
informed citizens of Hen'ry County to know, for each : (1) The numberof strictly
rural churches, (2) the number of churches located in to ngnd villages, (3) the num-
ber of country churches with ministers’ homes alongftde them, (4) the number of
churches with preaching once a month only or twice a month only, (3) the number of
Sunday schools, (6) the gﬁndny echools conducted the whole year through, (7) the
total church membership df the county, (8) the total Sunday school! enroliment, (9)
the number of country churches that have grown in numbers and influence in the pasi
10 years, (10) the number that have been standing still, (11) the churches that are
dying or have died in the past 10 yeuars, and (12) hovfmany country churchesare served
by ministere not resident in the county?

Sixiy-three per cent of the people in Henry County are church members, almost the
highest per cent in Georgia and nearly twice the proportion of church communicants in
the United States. . * -

This informsation can be had without reference to denonfinations or the games. of
ministers, thus avoiding invidious comparisons. This subject isan im ntinquiry
by the ministerial aseociations of the counties. The Baptist Howme- I'id{d and other
home mission publications are calling for exact jnformation concerniug $he country

" church. Will not the ministers of Henry County supply this information?

The main matter is to know aocurately whether or not the country church is in.
creasing or dwindling in numbers, power, and influence. In Clarke County, for
instance, outside of Athensand the small towns and villages, there are only two white
country churches left in an area embracing 100 square miles. During the past 25
years four white country churches in Clarke County have died and have utterly
disappeared. 5 \

The church statistics from year to year show that upon the whole 60 odd million
pedple in America, or two-thirds of the whole populstion, are outside the pale of any
church whatsoever; that in membership the church has simply marked time during
the past 10 years; and that 2,685,000 white children in the South are not in the Sunday
achools. ’ N

The matter to be ascertained id the status of the country church in Henry County.

! X BLIO BANITATION, 3
There are no facts in print ypop public health in Georgia by countics. Our State

\

. Btates, and id almoat all States 1t other sectiong of the Union,
,;.'4;,‘,3,' "‘_4,“‘ 3 Tl] 1 s -.-.- e SINT

- 2 » L

“Bonnd of health toljects and publiahes no vital statistics, as is done in msny Southern
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Under the law of 1901 every county may have a county health bomﬂmd a county

health officer, charged with public sanitation and public education upon the subject

_of preventable diseases. Strangetoeay, on]y two counties in Georgia have such health

" officers. Considering that 40,000 people in Georgia die every year from preventable

diseases slone and that 15,000 of these are helpless infants, the matter of county health
boards becomes urgent. -

Public spirited citizens and legislators ought to know what the State health boarde
of North Carolina, Florida, Louisiana, and Texas are doing, the laws under which they
work, the support they receive, and the wonderful results they are accomplishing,
Georgia is far behidd in the matter of public health. The physicians of every county
would render a great eervice in taking the initiative in the creation of\gounty health
boards.

g
y
:
‘

IMPROVED PUBLIC HIGHWAYS,

Bulletin No. 41 on Public Reads (United States Department of Agriculture, 1909)
reports no improved public highways in Henry County. A recent report on public
roads iu Georgia by the State geologist, September, 1912, reports $13,000 spent upon
public roads and bridges in Henry County in 1911; 34 convicts, 25 mules, and $1,800
worth of road machinery emploxed upon public roads, but o improved public high-
ways built. Presumably the efforts of the road force were spent upon patching roads.

The county officials report four steel bridges built in 1911; and aleo that effort has
been concentrated upon the ¥rading of the county roads in prepamuon for aurfacmg
with topsoil and eand-clay.

- Whatcah be done in building improved public highways with a smnll sum year by
yearis well illustrated by Rockdale County. Attention iscalled to the booklet issued :
annually to the taxpayers of the county by the board of county commissioners, W. J.
Eakes, chairman, Conyers, Ga. It shows the sources from which all-moneys were .
received; to yhom, when, and for what all moneys were paid out; the miles of good 0
roads built, the patching doneand in what districts, the cost per day, per convict, and

5 per mule, together with details of other expenses concerning road bufiding. It is not

y only a model effort at road building, but it is a model of account keeping and account
rendering. Mr. Eakes will send this pamphlet to anyhody writing forit.

The foregoing studies are submitted to people in Henry County
who have a genuine concern in public well-being and progress. The ‘
club is asking then\ r further information, for corrections, and such *
extensions as will muke the report full and fair. At the last it will
be a 10-year balance sheet for the county, showing the guins and :
losses during the last census period. . -

In order to put the report to its best uses, a detailed quiz is added i
provoking thought upon conditions, causes, and consequences, and
making the report available for teachers and schdol officials, physi- :
cians, preachers and church officials, club women, farmers and farm-
ers’ wives, who are genumbly interested in their home community.

.- Intimate knowledge of one’s own home community and county is
certainly just as 1mporta.nt as scholarly knowledge of Greece and Rome.

IX. OLUB mm'rmos CLUB STUDIES AND DISCUSSIONS.
The Georgm Club meets regularly from.9 to 10 o’clock every Mon-
day morning for informal, general, free-and-easy discuasion of the

. partioular'subject or phase of Géorgia life under review at ‘the nme in,
_ the chosen- order of bopxcs md studxee. _
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The members have been more or Yess prepared for these discussions
by the work they héve already done upon their home counties and
upon the State at large (as already indicated). e facts they have _
been handling are thedfacts found in familier surroudJings. They are
keenly alive apd cager to know their significance wh¥a set against &
larga background of thinking. Conditions, causes, cons ue:ff&,' and
remedies begiri to be_big with meanmg. *

The students have free access to the volumes upon economics and
sociology in the club headquarters; a small well-chosen, and valual§g
department library.

The programs arer announced a woek in advance.

The following subjects have bt&h discussed in the club sessions dur-
ing the three years of its existence:

1. Density and sparsity of pepulation; economic and social effects.

+ 2. Twenty-eight counties of Georgia lost farm population during the last census
decade; causes and CODNBEGUENCes.

3. The isolation of life on American farms compared wnth the village farm life-of
othger lands and countries; causes and effects. g -

. 4. Tho Black Horse-Shoe Belt of Georgia; an historical sketch.

6. Twenty-¢ight counties in 1910 show inCrWego ratios, and twenty-two de-
creased negro ratios of population, Why?

. & The mine largest Georgia cities show decreased negro ratiosin 1910. Why? .
1. Negro fargpers in the South increase faster than negro population in general (ex-
cept in Vbes&%‘xrgmm, Louisiana, Tex&w llonda,'and Oklahdeia). Why?, Conclu-

sions, -

8. Just the reverso is true of wh.w farmers (except in I\entucky) Why? Conc’lu-
sions.

-#. Thesignificance of farm and home ownership; the decreasing cultivation of farms
hy owners in 120 counties of Georgia: Causes and effects.

10. A county with a.large number of gmull landowners who live on and cultivate
their own farms, in contrast with a county containing a small number of large land-
owners who, for the most part, nant their lands to tenants: The economic and social
outlook of each. N

11. The social ills and evils of land ownershlp by the few and land orphanage for
the many; a concrete study of two counties in cdMiraat; of Lngfxmd and Germany {n
<contraat.

12. Restoring the land to the people; in ance, Pruyssia, Ircland and New Zealand.
The outlook in America.

13. The increasing landless multitudes oi England and the United States; causes
and consequences.

14. Tenancy farming in the South; ita origin, increase, and extent causes, reinee
dies, and outlook. .

15. Th,eJelstxon of epareity of population and fertility of soil to fnrm tenancy.

18. The economic and sociat effects of cash tenancy in contrast with share tenancy.

17. The increasing landless, homeless multitudes in 120 counties of Georgm, causes,
consequences.

5 Why the tenant farmer raises cotton mainly and so little of everythmg else.

Competmve tenant rents: A study of farm hfe in Belgium. Begmnmga of the °
system in Georgia. -

20. ‘The relation of cotton frming, by. the tenancy system, to.illiterscy.

21. Tenang leases, long and short. Effects, . -

ﬂz?béitsnbewwinegtor@nmumwmmﬁeom? -
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23, The 107 dependent counties (countide receiving from the State treasury more
than they pay intoit); the extent of the dependency and explanation of the same,

24. Per capita weslth in Georgia. Wh so little?

25. Avemge valueof farm lands pey acre; astudy in the county tax digests. Account
for the wide variation in values. Conclusions.

26. The rise and the multiplicity of small banks in farm centers.

; 27. Agriculture and mhnufacture in Georgia compared: (1) Capital invested, (2) peo-
ple employed, (3) total value of products, (4) average wages earned. Conclusions.

"8 The tax system'in Georgia: The incquities apparent.

: 29. Negro property ownership; increases, causes, effects, outlook,
' 30. Guorgia has barely more cattle and considerably fower sheep and hogys than in
1850; causes; significance.

31. TheTexas cattlatick; the infected area ,txck cradication mcthodssm}progm

32. Hog cholera; the new serum remedy.

33. The boll weevil; progress ¢astward; economic and social effec

34. Home-raibed feed and food supplics in Georgia; the facts; concluelons

35. The annual cotton weajth in a Georgia county compared with the aggregate
wealth of the county accumulated during its entire history. Query: What becomes
of this vast sum yesr by year, and why does the wealth of the county accumulate so
glowly? .

36. Cooperative farm enterprise; achievementa of the farmers’ unions; cooperative
creanteridh, successes, failures, and causes.

37. The cooperative farm-credit associations of the Continent of Europe: A simple
account of the principles involved, methods of business, extent of operations, benefita
v to the fafiner; opportunities and obstacles in the South. .

- 38, Public city markets; advantages to the surroundmg farm reglons to the city S

consuruers; the city markets of the United States.
t 39. Railroad facilities: A special comparative s'udy of the mne-Georgm counties
. with no rsilroad traversing them.

40. Improved ‘Public highways; what they are, kinds and costs per mile, values;
progress in Georgia counties.

g Investment in farm machinery.per acre in Gcorgla a study in comnparisons.

Homepower per farm in Georgia; a study in comparisons. v 2
. The redirected country school: The xdeally desirable, the actually possible. .
! 44. Noteworthy achievements in country echoals in Georgia.

45. Local taxation for schools: Arguments, tactics in the campaign therefor,

46. Georgia Lompnred with other States in local taxation for echools.

47. The consolidation of achools and the transpdtiation of children: Where wise,
where unwise; progress in Georgia. .

48. Miss Jessie Ficlds and the Page County schools, lowa, N

49. Kem and the Winnebago County schools, Illinois. :

60. School mortality in Georgia.

61, Nliteracy in Georgia: Causes and consequencee

62. The socialized high school; reasons therefor.

63. High school and coll\ege statistics in Georgia compared with other States. -

54. Astudy of contrasts between country and city high-school pementages “between
Georgia and other States. h

66, School supervision; a atudy of Georgm in contrast wnh Kentucky and West

LIPS

Lo s

~

.

Vuglnm )
56. The investment in common-schaol property and in automoblles in the counties - |

of Georgia.’ N ]
67. School hbnnes Books mltuble for school Meg, pmgrem in Georgia com-

pared with other States.

8. Corn clubs;garden clubs, canning clubs; orgnnmt{on purposea \aluu.,
50 Bchool fairs; exhibm, premiums, values.” -

‘“"{v. b
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.
60. A dog-tax license law and the public-school fund; the nine States that have
such & law. .
61. The school ag s country-life defense,
62. The achool a8 an occupational, social, and recreationsl center. 0
63. Compulsory education; history and results in the United States.
64. Country gatherings, amusements, and recreations: A contrast with earlier days.
5. The redirectsd country church; McNutt and the Dupage County church.
66. The farming pastors of Georgia: .
87. John Frederick Oberlin. . s
68 Theypastorlem churches of Georgia.
69. Bignificant Sunday echool statistics in Georgis.
70. Country homes for the country ministers: Necessity for(tbem.
71. County church surveys in Georgis, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Miseour. v
. 72. County ministerial associations; suggested achedele for a year's research and
. study. ’ : :
73. The church as a country-life defense.
74. The State board of healih; functions, support, values, and results compared
with other States. . .
76. County boards of health and health. officers; necessities, functions, values.
76. Vital statistics; importance; necessary laws and legal machinery.
71. Preventable diseases; how prevented; necessary organization.
78. Medical inspection of schools; progress and resulta. 3
79. A dog-muzzle law and rabies; G(trgia in contrast with the Canal Zone, -England,

and Germany. Y
80. Doctors as citizens and patriots; as a country-life defense.

* 81. Women's clubs; opportunities and achievements.
82. Women's clubs; suggested program for a - ear's resesrch and study. e

83. Not more people on the farm, but an ef_cient, eatislying country cjvilization.

84. Preserving & mfe balance between country civilization and industrial city
civilization. i - Q , 2 * E

- 85. Bffects of improved fasin machinery, telephones, and automobiles on country .

civilization; s study of Iowa. * . . . .

86. Effects of rising land values and the specultive interest in farm lands.

87. Does a growing city, like s standing army, tend to destroy the region upon which
it subsista?

88. Is mankind entering a new ers of :)vemhadowing industrial city civilization?
Causes, eflects. n :

89. The challenge of the cities. (Strong’s book.) '

90. The challenge of the country. {Fiske’s book.) - ) b

81. Will improved farm methods alone solve the problems of rural life? Or better
schools alone? Or better churches alone?

92. The church as a social center.

93..Thie school as & social center. oL

#4. PRp¥mpartance of sympathetic federation of raral-life agencies.

%' cOUNTY SURVEYS: THEIR USES AND VALUES. .

. ‘4 L . LR

o ) ORIGLN.

*  Nedrly 60 y4ass ago Lo Play began‘in France a direct investigation
of facts concerning the household finances of wagd earners; but only
., within the past few years has his method been generally applied to
*'+: economis and sogiel problems ih ¥is country. =~ -
% - Directisqtliry jnto human life conditions nd problems has been
stimulated by the investigation by Cornel) University of agrioultupsl *
28
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COUKTY SURVSYS:.THEIR UHES AND VALUBES. . 87

conditions in Tompkins County, N. Y.; the rural surveys of several

counties in central Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Tennesses, Tllinots,

‘Maryland, Indiana, Ohio, and Missouri by the home mission, board
of the Presbyterian Church under Dr. Warren H. Wilson; and the -
Pittsburgh, Birmingham, and other surveys by the Sage Foundation.

Thede surveys were so ably conducted and the facts disclosed by
them Were so humanly kindling and compelling that at once general
and special community surveys became the order of the day, and
with good reason. - .

The physical sciences long ago-brought their fields of investigation
intg closerange. Things themselves were taken into examination and
critically weighed, measured, counted, and compared, in labor#éories
increasingly supplied with instruments of precision. The human-
life sciences have eome tardily into direct investigation and study
of the facts involwed in their particular conclusions; first, physiology -
and medicine, then psychology and education, then the other social
scionceg one by one, and last of all men have begun to ask what are
the human-life facts that ought to be known and considered if the

.church rightly conceive her mission in the earth and adjust herself
efficiently to her task. )

The results are significant. . There is no lack of sympathy and
concern, no lack of willingness and readiness among men and women
to devote themselves to ‘‘the relief qf man’s edtate in- the earth.”
Yet our cities are threatened by the problems of congestion and
submergence on the one hand, while our rural regjons suffer from
increasing depletion and staghation on the other. The trouble is
we have only latterly begun to inow the facts and their significancs.
The recurring high tides of moral reform in our large cities regularly
subside into a low ebb of indifference and unconcern. The church
has found it almost impbssible to create an adequate interest in the

-problems of the home mission field. The challenge of the country
goes unanswered because good people do not realize that the country
school is more and more, not less and less, a problem. as the years go
on, and thatthe country church is a waning and not a waxing inflygnce.

" Mainly, the trouble all the while has been that the facts were not -
known, or were known only by & few. They were 'ilpt generally and |
commonly - known by all.- The home mission enterprises of every .
denomination would be amply and instantly equipped

w;}m&;y menfgnd |

means if only actual conditions were keenly and genege :
The simple fact is that nothing so certainly evaporates overnight
8s any form of social or religious enthusissm. A main miatter is to
lodge in the mind a knowledge of the facts and to convince the second '
gober judgment. “In no other way shall we have an adequate founda- - -
.. tion'of knowledge and' motive for Better schools and churches in the -, ... ::

stes and tho sauntry rogions liks, and for  saner sssalt upon th -
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sources and agencies of evil everyw\here. Short of a vivid reaffzation
of actual conditions we shall go on indefinitely with social palliatives,
hoping to set things right“with ‘‘soap, soup, and social salves.”’
Otherwise we are not likely to fix upon remedies that are funda-
mentally curative and reparative in any field of necessary reform.

Out of the efforts and.studies of the Georgia Club have etherged
certain clear convictions, namely, that observation and analysis of
social conditions must precede interpretat.ion that facts without
opinions are useless, and that opinions without facts are impertinent  {
or mischievous; that it is idle to speculate upon questions of better-
ment without intimate knowledge of social structures and functions;
that we must investigate social realities before maturing a code of
social doctrines; that economic facts alone do not furnish a basis for
final social conclusions; that the production and distributioh of
wealth ought to be meaps to largeness and fullness of life; that indi-
viduals and comimunities, whatever be their state, dre never hopeless
but always improvable; and, lastly, that the club is barely entering
upon a great field of learning} wherefore t.he necessity for modesty,
tact, and finely tempered zeal.

Above sall arises the conviction that citizenship is not a subject
to be taught or learned bookishly; but an attitude, outlook, an
impulse to act one's part intelligently, worthily, and wisely as a servant
of the common good. ‘

The time spent by the students in the study of their home counties,
sometimhes two or three months, brings them into a new field of infor~
mation, into new methods, new purposes, and motives. The.new
field of learning is the home community, which until now hasg been
an unconsidered source -of stirring, stimulating scholarahxp The
new method (that is, new to them for the most part) is direct acquaint~
ance with the facts themselves, critically examined, compared, and
classified; along with bandling all available sources of information
about their home counties—the census returns, the reports of the
State officials, the county tax digests, the grand jury presentmeats
and other courthouse records, the county handbooks, the minutes of
‘the church associations, the school library section of Georgia history
and biography, and what not-

Assembling information {rom all these various sources, drawmg a
balance sheet for the home county, showing gains and losses dunng
s lO-year period, the companson i of the home county with all the

A other counties of the State, the inquiry into conditions, causes, and
'+ . consequences, all mean valuable discipline as well as Valuable enrich-
ment of mind.
', " The student suddenly finds himself intensely interested—so much
80, 88 & rule, that & vigorous correspondence sets up between him
o8 aad the ootmty ofﬁonls or other- well-informed people ot home. ‘He
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struggles to make the report sccurate, full, and fair. He rejoices
when his county makes a good showing. He bewails the deficiencies  *
whenever they appear; but in either event, he knows far more about
the home county, as a rule, than anybody ever knew before. There
is in this knowledge a direct, invigorating appeal to motives. He
suddenly finds bimself restored to his people with strong desires to
serve them in the schoolroom, in the church, in community life, in
i commumty enterprises, in every way that means progress for his
home people and home county.

Meanwhlle, correspondence with the nohres1dent affiliated mem-
bers in the® counties arouses interest and contern back among the
home folks. The bald figures that have been assembled are trans.
lated into simple running narratives. The home papers ask for these
county reports and devote space to them, sometimes for a half -dozen *
issues or more, until they are fully given to the public. As a rule,

'~ the editors. meanwhile keep half a colunin or so full of editorial sq%

e T D RS Y o

and comments.

The specimen narrative in this bulletin is now running in the Henry
County Weekly. ~ The editor writes: “Earoll me as an affiliated mem-
ber of the Georzia Club. 1 am thoroughly in sympathy with its pue-
poses. “I have intended of my own motion writing an editorial
commending the reﬁqrt and asking my. subscribers to read it.”
The gpinisters of the county are considering the proposed churehi -
¢ survey. The faculty of the Locust Grove In:titute is using the report
~ upon tho county as a sort of textbook,in thclr seuior claisrooms and
for faculty discussions.

Thus the studics of the Georgia Club not only serve to arouse the
students themselves, but also the general publicin’the home counties. ‘
Any kind of survey that does not have a dynamic effect of this sort ‘
1 is a dead and useless thing. o

HOW ONE COUNTY USES THE CLUB REPORT.

\ . . .
As a rule these county reports are promptly used to promote prog-
regs in some direction or other., For instance, the Laurens County
school commi.sioner is now struggling for a 3-mill tax in support
of a county-wide school system. 'vhe county paper last week con- |
tained the followmg article, which this official has worked out of the ‘
- Georgia Club re upon Laurelm County: . 1
WHAT LAURENS NIBDS.AND HOW TO GET IT. »
While some 15 or 20 of Dublin’s most pmmix_xent citizens have shown you the needs
of the city, only a few have taken into serious consideration the needs of 'a great .
1 county like Laurens. This article was contributed in support of the efforts of County 0

8choo) Commissioner Whitehurst for better education- Fndman: S
The greateat present need of Laurens County is undoibredly s better odncwoml

.. ystem, 'l‘heonlyny t.oganucthmugh t.helovyohlmalllocnlm
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“but the church authorftics in Georgiahave been keenly interéted in

. soheduled to address the members
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Often a subject may be presentod more clearly and forcibly by & series of queationg,
Listen: i ’

Do you know that in every 100 children in Laurens County 18 are illiterate?

Do you know that although our white population at the last census incressed 22 por
cent, yet the avarage attendance upon the public schools dropped from 2,354 to 2,196?

Do you know that 527 white chikdren drop.out of school every year after just one
term of achooling? :

Do you know that in 1911 in the county achools only 72 per cent of the white school
population was enrolled and that the.average attendance was only 42 per cent?

Do you know that 115 other counties in this State have a amaller illiterscy per cent
than Laurens? )

Do you know that the present tax values of Laurens are 80 low-that in 1910 this
county received $5,512 more school and pension money from the State than ehe paidin?

Do you know that although the cotton crop of Laurens led the State last year, onl ¥ 50 .
per cent of the farms cultivated by white farmers ‘were free from mortgage or other
debts? - -

Do you know that 133 other counties in this State made a better showing? *

Do you know that in 1910 Laurens County farmers spent $36,325 for feed slone?

Do you know that there are 328 landowners living in Dablin and 137 lsndowners.
living outside of the co\mtylho own just 154,510 acres, or nearly.t'mc-third gu,-‘mj) T
acreage of Laurens County? ™ . - .

Do you not resalize that these landowners will pay just one-third of this local schal
tax? . ’ - o

Do you know that, in 1911, 68 school-teachers had only tem porary license to teach?

Do you know that every other county in the State has a larger-percen tage of teachers
possessing first-grade or life licenses? . 3

Do you know that the city of Dublin spends about $12.12 por yearupon the s¢hooling
of each child, while Laurens County spends only $3.56? '

Hasn't the country child just as much right to the bendits of an edycation as the f
city child? - ;

Do you koow that the county school board owns qaly 15 of the 113 schoolhousts
in Laurens? i ’ : o 5

Do you know that 93 of the housesiin which schools are taught are owned by private
individuals? - '

Don’t you know that proper schooling educates the bad things out of your children i
a8 well as educates in the good things?

Do you think that $1.50 on every $500 of your propecty is too much to put into the
future of your children? ) : . °
" With the above facts in your mind, try to construct a sensible argument against a
local tax for achools, and you will find you have given yoursell a difficult task. urens
County is one of the greatest in the State. Its possibilities are stjll greater. Preper
education, and that alone, will bring them out aa they should be.

. e °

CHURCH AUTHORITIZS ALERT, M

Not only are the school officials calling for these _county;in-veys,

the- work and purposes of the Georgia Club. Df. Victor Masters,
editorial secretary of the Baptist home mission board, and Dr. John §.
Jenkins, secretary of the home mission-board of the North Georgia i
Conference3have been keeping in-touch with the club, and both &re
of it at the figst oppomtu'nit;.,
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The club is always largely reprcsented at the annual meeting bf
the Students’ Missionary League of Georgia. The club ig in ho wise
a religious organization, but we have come strongly to feel that we
are investigating just the facts and forces that ought fervently to
engagp the attenglon of the church authorities as well as t,h’e‘ educa-
tionalmnd business forces of the State.

It seems to ub quite clear that the country church is an agency of
tremendous usefulness, becausé country people will line up behind
; and follow a favggite preacher when they will submit to no other

leadership whatsoever. As & rule, they resent le?iershlp among
themselves. In virtue of their calling, individualism is the domi-
'nant'instinct of farmers. ‘If only the country churah could have a
néw and truer vision of the kmgdom, and could adjust itself to the
changed conditions of eXistence, the country civilization of the
South might remain what it Has always been, the most precious heri-
tage we possgss. The great call is for 8dequate vision and under-
standmg on the part of country preachers. . _ -

THE SPIRIT OF rn GLUB

The club.sentiment is p ﬁxphras\ed from one of Senator Carmack’s
addresses. It appears on the megpbership card ad follows:

Georgia:~To her every drop of my blood, every fiber of my being, every pulsation
of my heart is consecrated fqrever.
¢ I was born of her womb; I was nurturred at her bresst and when my last hour shall
: come, 1 pray God that I may be pillowed upon her bosom and rocked in sleep within
her encuchng arms.

Paul Sabatier, spoakmg of art in.the middle ages, says:

$ . These artiats of genius who, like those of Greece, knew how to speak to the péople,
{ were far the most part humble workmen. They found their inspiration not in the J
formulas of the masters of monastic art, but in constant cumniumcwuon with the very

soul of the nation. [N

And so"as humble workmen the Georgia Club members aspire’to
be in constant communication with the very soul of Georgm, for sake
of themselves, the school, and the State - ‘

: - ‘ 0 | -




