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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
BUREAU OF EDUCATION;

Washingtcni, D. C., April 4, 1913.
Sin: I submit herewith, for publication as a 'bulletin of the Bureau

of Education, a statement showing in some detail the amount of
illiteracy in the United States among men, women, and children
over 10 years of age according to the Federal Census of 1910; also a
brief statement of an experiment which has been conducted for nearly
two years in one of the mountain counties of eastern Kentucky
having a large number of illiterates in its population, to ascertain
if it were possible to teach these illiterate grown-up men and women
and older children to read and write, and whether other men, women,
and children with very meager education woiil respond to the
opportunity to learn more of the arts of the school. The success of
this experiment, made under very difficult circumstances, has been
so peat as to inspire the hope that, with the cooperation of schools,

Ihurches, philanthropic societies, cities, counties, States, and the
Nation, the gNat majority of the five. and one-half million illiterates
over 10 years of age in the United States may, in a few years, be
taught to read and write, and something more; while millions of
those whose school days were very few and who are little above the,
lino of total illiteracy may be helped to make good to some extent
their deficiencies due to lack of opportunity in childhood.

This bureau expects to have roidy for publication soon some
account of other efforts in this country to teach illiterates to read
and write, and also some account of the efforts which some foreign
cquntries have made to eliminate illiteracy. These statements are
submitted for publication at this time because of the fact that a bill,
introduced near the close of the last session of the Sixty-second
Congress, looking to the reduction of adult illiteracy in this country
will probably be introduced ea.ly in the Sixty-third Congress.

Respectfully submitted.
P. P. CiarroN, .

Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES AND AN
EXPERIMENT FOR ITS ELIMINATION.

The Federal Census for the year 1910 shows that at the time the
census was taken there were in the United States 5,516,163 persons
10 years of age and over unable to read and write. This was 7.7 per
cent of the total population 10 years of -age and over. The.full mean-
ing of these figures will be better understood when it it+ remembered
that the number of illiterate persons 10 years of age and over in the
United States is less by only a few thousands than the total popula-
tion 10 years of age and over in all the New England States, or in the
States of Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah,

evada, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and California, and more than the
population 10 years of age and over in the cities of Boston, Baltimore,
Washington, Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh
Indianapolis, 'Louisville, New Orleans, St. Louis, Kansas City,
Minneapolis, St. Paul, Seattle, Spokane, San Francisco, and Los
Angeles. In double line of march, at intervals of 3 feet, these
5,516,163 illiterate persons would extend over a distance of 1,567
milesmore than twice the distance from Washington City to
Jacksonville, Fla. Maiching at the rate of 25 miles a day, it would
requitEe more than two months for them to' pass a given point. A
mighty army is this, with their banners of blackness and darkness
inscribed with the legends of illiteracy, ignorance, weakness, helpless-
ness, and hoplessnesstoo large for the safety of our democratic
institutions, for the highest good of society, and for' the greatest degree
of-material prosperity.

Their ignorance is na wholly nor chiefly their own fault. To a
large degree .it is due to the lack of opportunity, becau-ser of the
poverty or negligence of the States and commu'nities in which they
spent their childhood.

Of these illiterates, $,184,633, or ,58 per cent, were white persons,
1,534,272, or es per cent, were native-born whites, and 1,650,361, or
30 per cent, foreign-born whites; 2,227;731,br 40- per cent, were
negroes. The remaining 2 per cent were Indians, Chinese, Japanese,.
and others.

Of the total number of illiterates, 1,768,132 lived in urban conunun-
ities and 3,748,031 in rural communities, in small towns, villages, and
the open country. Of the urban population, 5.1 per cent were illiter
ate of the rural populatiOn, 10.1 Or cent.



8 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES.

Of the total rural population of the Ui'ited States, 4.8 per cent of
the native white persons and 40 per cent of the negroes 10 years of
age and, over were illiterate..

Of the urban population, 0.8 per cent of the native white persons
and 17.6 per cent of the negroes were illiterate. The per cent of
illiterates among the foreign-born whites of the urban population
was,much larger than that of the native white population. In the
New England, Middle Atlantic, and East North Central States, the
percentage of illiteracy was greater in thd urban thin in the rural
population. Foi the rest of the country, illiteracy in the rural popu-
lation was from two.,to five times greater than in the urban popula-
tion.

The following tables show that the per cent of illiteracy in the
-population from 10 to 20 years old was much less than in the popula-
tion over 20 years of age. Of the total 5,516,163 illiterates, only
818,550 were 'between the ages of 10 and 20, while 4,697,613 were
over 20.

ILLITERATES BY AGE PERIODS.

/a to 14 years of age: f Per rent.
Total 370, 13G.... 4. 1
White 144, 675.... 1.8
Negro 218, 555. .18. 9

15 to 19 years of age:
Total 448,414.... 4g
White 226, 432.... 27
Negro 214, 860. .20. 3
Make nearly 50 per cent.

20 W 24 yeare of age:
TOtal

tiP
622, 073.... 6.9

White 367,069.... 4.6
Negro 245, 860....23.9

15 to 34 years of age:
Total 1,102, 384.... 7.3
White 702, 962.... 5.2
Negro, 380, 942....24.4.

.35 to 44 yarn of age:
Total 940, 510.... 8.1
White 569, 403.... 5.4
Negro 152, 132... £7.7

45 to 64 years o age:
Total 1, 436, 907....10.7
White 821, 957. 6.7
Negro 584, 514. 52. 7

65 years of ape and over:
Total. , , 573, 799. 14. 5
White ' 342,420.... 9.4
negro, 219, 255....74.5-

Ineproportbn ot illiterate. among malei IS to le parent age was
--11 that among tamales 01 the amesp. .

y Go par cant greater than
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ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. 9

The census reportirshow that in 1910.ther? were 2,2 73,603 illiterate
. Inales of voting age, that is, 21 years of age and over, of whom

617,733 were native -born whites, 788,031 foreign-born whites, and
819,135 negroes. The per cent of illiteracy of the total male popula-
tion of voting age was 8.4; of the native-born white men, 4.1 ; of the
foreign-born white mien, 11`.9; of the negroes, 33.7. The total num-
ber .of illiterate men of voting age in the entire cotintry was greater
than the total number of men of voting age in.tlie States of Kentucky,
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Delaware, and the District of Co-
lumbia. In some States, and in many counties, the illiterate voters
hold the balance of power irf any closely coritested election.

The problem of adult illiteracy is no longer one'of race or of section..
In 1910 the total number of white illiterates was greater by 956,902
than the total of negro-illiterates, and the number of illiterate white
inVn of voting age was greater by 585,229 than that of illiterate
negroes of voting age. Massachusetts had 7,4 6 9 more illiterate men
of voting ago than Arkansas; Michigan, 2,663 more than West Vir-
ginia; Maryland, 2,352 more than Florida; Ohio, more than twice as
many as New Mexico and Arizona combined ; Pennsylvania,41489
more than Tennessee and Kentucky combinM.

Boston had ,24,468 illiterates over 10 years of age; Baltimore,
20,325; PittsbUrgh, 26,627; New Orleans, 18,987; Fall River, 12,276;
Bifmingham, 11,026; Providence, 14,23q; Nashville, 7,947; Wash-
ington City, 13,812; Memphis, 8,855.

The per cent of illiterates in the population over 10 years of age
was, in New Bedford, Mass., 12:1; in Dallas, Tex., 4; in Lawrenee,
Mass., 13.2; in Wheeling, Wx-Va., 3.2; in Amsterdam,.N. Y., 10.3; in
Lit& Rock, Ark., 6.5; in Passaic, N. J., 15.8; lax Augusta, Ga., 10.9;
in Green Bay, Wis., 5.7; in Paducah, Ky., 1.8; in Woonsocket, R. I.,
9.1 ? in Dubuque, Iowa, 0.9; in Bayonne, N. J., 9.1; in Knoxville,
Tenn., 6.5; in.Utica, N. Y.; 8.2; in Roanoke, Va., 6.9,

These figures indicate that, if all classes of population are consid-
ered, no sectish can claim even approxim to freedom froth adult
illiteracy.

The tables following show: .(1) Nunibe of illiterates in 1 910 who
were 10 years' of age and over;. "(2) illiterate males 21 years of age
and over in 1910; (3) per cent of illiteracy in cities having 100,000
populatioA and over in the United States, 191("1,k1) per cent of illit-
eracy in cities having 25,000 to 100,000 population in the United
States, 1910.



10 . ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES.

Number of illiterates in 1910 who were 10 years of age and over.

t

State:. All cluseS. Native
whites.

Foreign-
born

whites.
Negtoes.

Alabama 352.710 84, 788 2,063 265,829Arizona 32,953 3.778 13,758 122Arkansas 142,9'4 55.1025 1, 466 86,390California 74, ,2 7, 509 60,292 1,329Colorado 23,780 8,133 13,897 856Connecticut 53665 3.5143 49,202 792Delaware... 13,240 3,525 3,359 6, 345District of Columbia 13,812 960 1,944 10,814Florida 77,818 14,871 3,390 59.503Georgia 389,775 60,203 875 308,839Idaho 5.453 707 2,742 37Illinois 168,294 40,086 117,751 9,713Indiana 66.213 40,935 18,200 6.059Iowa .. ... .... . . . 29.889 11,541 16,804 1.272Kansas 29,19(9 9.472 13,787 5, 341Kentucky 208,084 146,707 3,300 57, 900Louisiana 352.179 85,359 12.085 254, 148Maine 24.554 9,824 14,394 93Maryland 73,397 18,952 12, 047 42, 289Massachusetts 141,541 9.163 129,412 2,584Miehigan 74,800 -17,846 54,113 826Minnesota 49.330 5,838 40,627 215Mississippi 290,235 28,699 1,364 259, 438Missouri 111,118 05,242 22.831 22,062Montana 14,4.57 736 8,445 114Nebraska 18,009 4,278 12,264 482Nevada . 4,702 187 '.344 26New Hampshire 16,386 2.839 13,465 51New Jersey 113, 5Cr2 12,453 83.551 7,405New Mexico 40,097 30,338 8,580 191New York 406, 020 36,318 382,025 5.76$North Carolina 291,497 132,169 477 .156,303North Dakota 13,1(70 1,413 9,474 28Ohlo 124.774 47,310 68,887 10.460Oklahoma 67.567 33,569 3,824 17.858Oregon 10,504 I 841 6, 120 48Pennsylvania
Rhode. Island

354,290
33,854

59,680
3,253

279.668
99.781

11, 638
752South Carolina 270,900 50,245 399 226,242South Dakota 12.750 1,219 4,896 38Tennessee 221,071 120,968 1,4814 98,541Tety . 282.904 90,591 67,295 124,618

0.621 832 3.838 49errnont. 10,806 4, 495 6, 239 69Virginia 232.911 81,457 2.368 148,950Washington 18,416 1.838 11,333 239West Virginia 74,888 01,407 13.075 10,347Wiseensin 9 57,789 11,488 43.662 113Wyoming 3,874 298 2,548 102

United States 5,516,163 1.534,272 1,650.361 2.227,731

5.

I
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ILLITERACY IN UNITED STATES. 11

'Ululate males 21 years of age and over in 1910.

States. .611 classes.
Native
whites.

Foreign-
born

whites.
Negroes.

Alabama 124. 494 30.633 1.028 '92.744
Arizona 14. 46) 1.297 7.447 64
Arkansas 53,440 20.728 661 32.013
talifornia 42, 787 3.175 28.921 556
Colorado 11.343 2.9:46 7.468 373
Connecticut .......... 23.562 1.637 21.532 31,6

Delaware 6.272 1.740 1.602 2,629
District of Columbia..... 5,042 391 810 3./101
Florida 21, 6,6 5,441 1,439 23,219
Georgia 141.541 30,065 376 111,037
Idaho ............. 3.416 353 2.036 Ill
Illinois 79.433 16.063 55.907 4.349
Indiana 33,531 19.594 . 10. 642 3,312
Iowa - 14, 204 5.675 7.779 626
Kansas 14, 716' 1,447 7.497 2.380
Kentucky 87.516 (07147 1,382 25,858
Loublana
Main° ......... .

118,716
13.070

29, 026
5,271

5.211
7,676

84, 176
55

Waryland
Massachusetts...... .....

.

.

. 31,238
61,909

0.620
3,872

5.617
56,504

17.484
1,186 N1/4

Michigan 38,70) l Ws 28.031 397
Minnesota 24, au 2,469 19,917 123
Mississippi
Missouri ......... ,314

1,270
30.217

' 593
10./448

96, 702
10,068

Montana 8.812 394 5, 845 75
Nebraska 8,543 2,044 5,486 211
Nevada. 2,399 95 968 15

Ne,w Ildmpshire 8.413 1.41;4 6,&19 29
New Jersey. ...... SI, OM 5.423 42.347 3,652
New Mexico_ .. 16.614 9.680 2.630 814

New York ....... . 174k 561 17.826 148, 703. 2,295
North Carolina... 107 ,Sal 49,710 274 16.621
North Dakota... 5, 4117 193 4,029 16
Ohio. .......... 62,994 22,567 36,100 6. 169,
Oklahoma. ... 26, 707 11.824 2,1494 7, 3911-

Orogon 6.46) 914 4.033 24
Pennsylvania ...... 179.942 23.625 149,592 6, 479
Rhode Island 14,4641 - 1, 260 12, na 345
South Carolina 90,707 17,5179 206 72,8,57
Sou th Dakota 604 2, 323 24
Tenneasee
Texas

85..606,677
109.324

17, 713
31. 196

626
28,191'

38, 273
49,099 1 .

Utah 3.477 372 1,959 26
Vermont 6,039 2.561 3.439 38
Virginia 92.917 33,680 1,27 57, 867
Washington 10,5/40 840 6, 993 121
West 35,040 21,022 8,528 5, 457
Wieoltsin
Wyoming

27 s48
rs94

5.42
157 211.10

United States 2, 273,603 617,733 748.631 819,135

, s



12 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES.

Per cent of illiteracy in cities having 100,000 population and over in the United States, 1910.

Cities.

li
In population 10 years of age and ,7

over. Males 21 years of age and over.

All Native Total ,, ,

AB Native Total. .
claws. white. white. clam& white. white. l'`'''r°'

.

Albany, N. Y 3. 2 0.4 3.2 4.2
i

3. 8 0. 4 3.8 5.(Atlanta, Go .. & 6 2.0 2.2 20.9 . 8.1 1.6 Ph 21.7Baltimore, If d 4.4 0.6 2.8 13.2 I 4.7 0.8 3.0 13.1Birmingham, 10.4 1.2 2.4 211 10. 7 0.9 2 3 73.Boston, Mass 4.4 0.2 4.4 3.6 I 4.5 0.2 4.5 2.8Bridgeport, Conn 5.4 0.3 5.4 6.2 1 6.5 0.3 ' 5.5 4.1Buffalo, N. Y . 3.7 0.4 3.7 4. 1 4.4 0.6 4.4 6.4Cambridge, Mass 3.0 0.2 2.9 5.6 3. 2 O. 1 3.1 5.2
Chkego. 111 4.5 0.2 4. 4.5 4.0 I 5.1 0.2 5.1 3.1Cincinnati, Ohio, 3. 1 0.8 14 " 14.3 3.5 0.8 2.6 16. (Cleveland, °hie' 4.8 0.2 4.6 4. I I 5.3 0:2 5.3 3.2Columbus, Ohio 2.9 1.2 14 8.7 &4 1.0 29 9.1Dayton, Ohio 2. 3 0.5 2 0 9.6 2.8 0. 6 2.4 10. fDeaver, Colo ..,.. 2. 1 . 0.3 2.0 6.0 2. 2 0.3 2.0 5. (Detroit, likh 5.b o. 5.0 3.5 6.5 0.4 6.5 3.7Fall River, Mass 13. 2 1.7 13.2 8. 1 15.6 2.1 15.7 4.:Grand Rapids, Mieh 2. 5 0.2 2.5 4.8 2. 7 0.2 2.7 3.1Indianapolis, Inpi & q 0.9 2.0 12 4 3.5 0.9 2.5 1.3.1Jersey City, N.7 5.6 0.4 6.0 4.9 6.8 0.3 6.9 3.1Kansas City, Mo 2.3 0.4 1.5 9.6 2 3 0.4 1.6 K tLos Angeles, Pal 1.9 0.2 1.7 6.0 2.0 0.2 1.8 4.:Louisville, Ky & 3 1.2 2.1 18.7 6.9 1.4 2.3 20.1Lowell, Mass 6.0 0.5 6.0 2.7 7.2 0.6 7.3 0.1Memphis, Team ' & 0 0.5 1.4 17.6 7. 0.3 1.2 18.la vraukee: Wb 3.6 0.2 v3.6 2.9 4. . 0.3 4.6 2:M.neapolis Mims 2.4 0.2 '2.4 2.9 2. 6 0.'I 2.8 3.7Nashville, Tenn 8.8 1.8 1.9 22.0 9.4 1.9 2.1 25.1New Haven, Conn . 7.0 0.3 7.0 4.5 7.5 0. 2 7.6 4.1New Orleans, La.. 6.9 1.1 2.7 18. 3 6.5 0.9 2. 6 17.1New York, N. Y ' 6.7 0.3 6.7 3.6 64 0.3 6.5 2.1Newark, N. J 6.0 O. 5 5.9 7.5 6.0 0.5 6. 0 7.;Oakland, Cal 8.0 0,4 2.8 3.3 3.5 0.4 3.3 2.1Omaha, Nehr 2. 7 0.2 2.5 6. 3 3.3 0. 3 3.2 5.7Paterson, N. J 6.9 0.8 6.8 11.3 7.0 0.8 6.9 11.1Philadelphia, Pa 4. 8 0.5 4.4 7.8 4. 7 0. it 4.5 7.1Pittsburgh Pa 6.2 0.4 6. 2 6. 8 8.5 0.5 8.6 7.1, Greg 1.2 0.1 1.1 1.9 1.3 O. 1 1.2 1.:Providence, R. I 7.7 0.7 7.7 9.7 8.3 0.7 8.2 10.1Richmond, Va 8. 2 1.2 1.5 19.6 8. 6 1.4 1.7 201Rochester, N. Y 3.8 0.3 3.8 1.4 4.5 0.3 4.6 2.1Bt. Louis, Mo
flt.Paul, Mhm

3.7
2. 1

0.6
0.2

3.0
11

12.4
2. 3

4.1
2. 2

0.0
0. 2

3.5
2. 2

II.,
4., 1.1San Francisco, Cal 2. 1 O. 2 1.9 & 1 2.0 0.2 1.7 S.1Scranton` Pa 8.9 0.9 89 8.3 12.2 1.1 12.2 2.1Seattle, iVasii ...., . . ........ 1. 1 0. 1 1.0 27 1. 4 0.0 1.3 2.1Spokane, Wash 1.3 . 0.1 1.1 2. 4 1.8 0.0 1.5 1-1

4/7Then9edN'YToledo, Ohio
4.9
2. 8

0.5
0.7

4.9
2.7

6.1
4.3

6.3
3.4

0.5
1.0

6.3
3.4

.6.1
Si.;Washington. D. C 4.9 0,5 1.5 13.5 4.9 0.6 1.6 13.1

Worcester, Mass 5.0 0.4 5.1 3.5 60 0.4 60 2.:

ti



ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. 13

Per cent ojelliteraey in cities having 25,000 to 100,000 population in the United States,
1910.

Cities.

In population 10 yews of age and
over.

Males 21 years of age and over.

All
chases.

Native
white.

Total
white.

...T._"'f". All
classes

Native
white.

Total
white.

.7_"s'"'

Alabama:
.

Mobile 4. 12.3 v 0.8 1.2 25.9 11.6 0.6 1.1 25.1
Montgomery 13.4 0.9 1.1 25.1 11.7 0.5 0.7 24.6

Arkansas:
Little Rock 6.5 1.9 2.0 15.8 6.3 1.9. 2.0 15.7

California:
Berkeley 1.4 0.1 1.2 3.8 2.0 0.1 1.8
Pasadena 1.2 0.4 0.9 6.0 , f 7 0.5 1.2 1. C

Sacramento 1.4 0.2 1.2 5.5 ; 1.4 0.1 1.1 4.1
.fran Diego 1.6 0.3 1.4 9.6 ' 1.8 0.3 1.7 9.9
San lose 3.2 0.4 3.0 2.5 3.8 0.5 3.3

Colorado:
Colorado Springs, ' 0.9 0.2 0.6 6.9 1.0 O. 3. 0.8 4.'7
Pueblo 5.6 0.9 5.4 10.6 7.1 1.3 6.9 12.2

Connecticut: '
Hartford 5.0 0.3 0.0 4.8 5.0 0.3 5.0 4.f
Meriden loan 4.2 0.3 4 2 2.7 4.6 0.4 3.9
New Britain 9.2 0.3 9.3 9.1 0.5 9.1
Norwich town 8.6 - 0.6 6.4 12. 3 7.2 0.7 6.9 15.:
Stamford town 6.0 0.4 6.0 4.5 S.8 0.5 5.R
Waterbury ........... .... 6.2 0.3 6.2' 5.2 7.2 -vv 0.4 7.2 4.t

Delaware:
Wilmington 6.6 0.6 5.I 18.7 8.0 0.7 6.4 20.1

Florida:
latkvonxille 7.9 0.4 0.7 14.7 7.0 0.2 0.5 13.1

Tampa 7.5 1.2 6.2 11.5 `6.5 0.4 3.9 10.7

'Georgia:
Augusta It 10.9 3.3 3.3 19.9 9.9 3.2 3.2 18.1

Macon 10.3 2.3 2.6 19.6 9.9 1.8 2.1 20.1
Savannah 14.6 0.9 1.6 26.5 12.8 0.6 1.4 23.1

Rlinols:
Aurora 2.0 0.3 1.9 8.8 2.5 0.3 2.4 11.1

Bloomington .. . 1.2 0.4 0.9 8.8 1.3 0.6 1.1
Danville.... . .. 2.4 1.3 1.7 13.5 2.7 4191a 1.9 12.1

Decatur 1.3 0.6 1.1 8.6 1.5 0.7 1.2 10.1

East 81. 1.0016 8.5 0.7 4.5 14.6 7.1 0.6 6.1 14.1

Sitrin 2.8 0.4 2.7 16.3 3.1 0.5 2.9
Jo let 5.8 0.3 5.8 10.6 8.4 0.5 AO 11.1

Peoria 1.3 0.4 1.1 7.2 1.2 0.4 1.0 7.1

Quincy 1.8 0.6 1.2 13.7 1.7 0.7 1.0 14.,
Rockford . . 2.0 0.1 2.0 0.1 2.4 0.1 2.4
Springfield. 4.7 0.9 4.1 13.9 6.6 1.1 5.0 13.

Indiana:
Evansville 3.4 1.4 1.8 , 1R.7 3.9 1.4 1.7 21.
Fort Wayne 2.2 1.6 2.1 7.0 2.0 1.8 2.0' 5.
South Bond . 3.3 0.6 3.3 3.5 3.7 0.7 3.6 6.
Terre Haute 1.7 1.0 1.4 6.9 1.8 1.0 1.8 7.

'Iowa:
Cedar Rapids. 1.4 0.4 1.4 6.5 1.6 0.6 1.6

Xlin ton ts. 1.R 0.4 1.7 8.9 2.2 0.4 2.1 7.
'Council Bluffs 2.8 0.5 2.2 12.4 4.7 0.7 ft. 5 15.
Davenport 1.1 0.2 0. I1.4 1.2 0.3 1.1 10.
Des Moines 2.0 0.6 I. R. 8 2.2 0.8 1.9 9.
Dubuque 0.9 Q. 3 0.9 0.8 0.3 ',Al
Sioux City 1.7 0:2 1.7 0.4 2.2 0.2 24 0.
Iv atertoo . L4 0.3 1.4 . 1.9 0.4 1.d,

Kaneas:
Kansas City T. 9 0.6 3.1 10.0 4.6 0. 6 3.9 9.
Topeka 2.6. 0.4 1.7 10.4 2.9 0.5 2.0 11.
Wichita 1.5 0.6 1.2 7.3 2.1 0.7 1.8 8.

Kentucky:
Covington 2.6 0.9 a.3 20.7 9.8 1.2 1.5 22.
LerJnitton .69": 12.5 4.R -5.0 28.6 14.9 7.0 6.9 82.
Newport 1.g 0.8 1.6 12.2 1.9 0.9 1.6 14.

Ianislna:
Shreveport 16.8 0.6 2.0 29.7 12.9- 0.11 1.6 /I.

Maine: ,
Lewiston 8.4 % 2.0 8.4 11.0 2.4 199
Portland 2.8 0.2 2.8 2.9 11.2 0.3 3.2

Massachneetts:
Brockton 2.6 0.2 .2.0 3.8 3.0 0.3 3.0 4.
Brookline town. 1.0 0.1 . 1.0 0.6 1.0 0.2 9.0
Chelsea & I 0.4 8.1 4.4 7.8 0.7 7.8

7.0 0.6 7.0 -' 84 0.8 8.3
giZirte 1.6 0.2 1.6 2.7 1.9 162 1:4
lltebbara 0.11 0.7 911 7.1: 0.9 - 1:9
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ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. 15

Per ceDnt of illiteracy tin cilia having 25,000 to 100,000 population in the United States,
/ 910-Contin ued .

I In population 10 years of age and
over.

Cities.

Males 21 yeturof age and over.

All
classes.

Native
white,

Total
white. Negro. All

classes.
Native
white.

Total
white. Negro.

Ohio -- Continued.
Smingfleld 2.1 0.5 1.4 R. 6 2.6 0.6 1.7 9.6
Yotmgstown 7. 1
Zanesville 2.2

0.4
0.9

7.2
1.8

5.8
8.7

9.0
2.7

0.3
1.1

9.1
2.3

6.6
10.8

Oklahoma:
Muskogee 4.2 0.6 0.7 12.1 3.9 0.4 0.5 12.6
Oklahoma City 1.4 0.3 0.8 6.7 1.5 0.2 1.0 6.2

Pennflvania:fentown 3.0 0.9 3.0 2.6 2.5 0.6 2.5
Altoona 3. 1
Chester 6. 6

0.8
0.7

3.1
5.6

3.8
13.8

3.9
9.1

0.6
n. 7

3.9
8.2

1.4
14.9

Easton 2.6 0.8 1.8 3.8 2.4 0.5 2.4
Erie 3. 7 0.4 3.7 8.0 5.2 0.7 5.2 8.2
Harrisburg 2. 5 0.9 1.8 11.5 II 2.9 0.9 2.1 12.8

Hazleton 10. 0 1.6 10.0 11.3 1.4 11.3

Johnstown. 9.0 1.0 9.0 3.0 13.3 1.4 13.4 3.9
Lancaster 1.7 1.0 1.5 13.1 2.0 1.2 1.8 13.5

McKeesport 4.1 , 0. 4 4.0 6. 7 4.9 0.6 4.8 7.3
New Castle 6.4 0. 6.3 10.8 R.9 0.6 8.7 14.8
Norristown borough X. ft 4.01 8.5 15.8 9. 7 4. 4 9.3 19.9

0 1.1 3.0 3.4 3.7 1.0 3.7 3.7
BITicilianniSolth borough 23.7 2.5 24.7 28.6 3. 7 23.6

WilkesBarre 6.9 0.8 6.9 8.1 8.6 1.0 8.6 7.7
Williamsport 1.4 0.6 1.2 7.0 1.8 0.7 1.6 7.3
'York 2.7 2.1 2.6 1L6 3.0 2.2 2.8 11.5

Rhodr Island:Neort 2.9 0.3 2.6 5.8 3.5 0.3 3.3 6.7
Pawtucket 5. 4 1.1 5.4 5.6 5.6 1.2 6.6
Warwick town. 10.6 2.8 10.6 9.0 12.6 3.2 12.6

Woonsocket . ...... 9.1 2.3 9.1 11.9 3.3 11.9

South Carolina
Charleston 15.3 0.9 1.5 27.9 14.0 0.9 1.7 26.8
Columbia 17.4 6.5 5.6 32.2 16.2 5.2 5.3 32.3

Tennessee:
Chattanooga 9.9 2.3 2.5 20.7 10.1 2.1 2.2 21.9
Knoxville 6.5 4.3 4.3 14.2 6.0 3. 4 3.4 15.2

Texas:
A ustin 7. 2.6 4.2 19.8 A. 3.6 5.0 21.3

Dallas 4.0 0.6 1.1 15.4 3.R 0.5 1.1 13.1

El Paso.
Fort Worth :k1

Galveston s.,
3. 1
0.7
0.9

13.4
2.0
2.8

9.5
12.0
12.2

11.4 2.3
4.4 0.6
5.5 0.9

11.5
2.7
3.5

IL 8
12.0
12.0

Houston 6.4 0.7 1.9 16.4 5.9 0.6 1.8 16.4

Ban Antonio 10.1 4.3 9.7 13.2 9.4 3.6 8.9 13.0

Waco 5.1 0.6 1.4 16.8 5.2 0.4 1.2 18.8
Utah:

Ogden 1.5 0.8 1.3 2.7 1.9 0.3 1.6 0.9
Balt Lake City 1.6 0.2 1.3 4.6 2.0 0.3 1.3 4.3

Virginia
Lyncburg 9.3 1.1 1.4 253' 9.3 1.2 1.8 28.2
Norfolhk 9.0 1.2 2.3 19. 7 R.6 1.1 2.6 18.6

Portsmouth 9.8 1.0 1.7 24.5 8.5 1.0 1.6 31.1

Roanoke 6.9 2.0 2.2 22.7 7.2 2.8 2.4 RA 8

Washington:
Tacoma 1.8 0.1 1.7 3.6 2.1 0.2 1.9 3.1

Wart Vir&ia:
litmftgton 5.1 4.5 4.6 13.3 6.6 4.7 4.7 14.8

Wisconsin:
Wheeling

G Bay

8.2

5.7

0.9

2.8

3.0

5.7

9.0 4.0

7.6

1.3

4.3

8.8

7.6

8.0

Madreen osse
IA Crison 2.6

1.6
0.3
0.1

8.0
1.5

2.9
2.2

0.4
0.1

2.9
2.0

Osbkosb.
RacineBu=sa

2.7

1:1
2.7

0.8
0.9
0.3
0.2

2.7
3.6
3.2
2.6 1.2

3.4
4.7

I°

0.4
0.1
0.2
0.2

3.4
4.7
3.9
1.1

'at



16 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES.

Number of Mucks per thousand in the total population JO years of age and over in 1910.

1. Tows-17
2. Nebraska -19.
3. Oregon-19.
4. Washington -20',
5. Kansas-22.
6. Idaho-V.
7. tTtah -25.
8. South Dakota-29.
9. Minnesota 10.

10. Indiana-n.
11. North Dakota-31.
12, Ohio -32.
13. Wisconsin 22.
14. Mich igan -33.

15. Wyoming-33.
16. Illinois-37.
17. CnIilomia-37.

Colorado- 37.
16 Vermont-37.
20. Maine-41.
21. Mktsouri-43

rol 22. Now Hampshire -46.
23. Montana-48.
24. District of Columbia --49.
25. Massachusetts -02.
26. Now York-65.
27. Now lerirv-66.
26. Oklahoma-56.
29. Penda-59.
30. Connectlent-nn.
31. Nevada -67.
32. kfarvland-1-2.
33. Rhode Island-77
34. Delaware -81.
35. Weat Virginit-S3
36. Texas-99.
37. Kentacky-121.
98. Arkansas -126.
39. Tennessee --136.

40. Florida -I38.
41. Virginia-162.
42. NorthArolhm-1143.
43. New Maxim -24r2.

44. Oeorg1a-207.

45. Arbona-209.
48. Ilbadakippl-224.
47. Alabama -229.
48. Routh Carolina-267.
49. Loubiana-290.

V



ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. 17

Number of illiterates per thousand of the total white population 10 years of age and over
in 1910.

1 Washington-14.
2. South Dakota -14.

s. 3. Idaho-14.
4. Oregon-15.
5. DLstr1ct of Columbia-15.
6. Iowa-16.
7. Utah-17.
A. Kansas--18.
9. Nehraska-18.

10. Nevada-24
11. Wwomine 25
12. North Dakota-26.
13. Indiana--29.
14. Idlnryota -29
15. Ohio-30.
16. Ca Worn la-30
17. W iscons in -30

16. Michigan -32.
19. Montana-32. gr"

20. Colorado -35.
21. T111nols-36.

22. Mtssour1-311.
23. Oklahoma--36.
24. Maryland-37.
25. Vermont-37.
26. Malne-40.
27. New MITI1p01111,- 46

28. Delaware-50
29. Massachnsotts-51.
30. MIssksipp1-53.
31. New Jersey -64
A. New York-55.
33. Florida-55.
34. Pennsylvanla-58.
35. Connect feu t -59.

36. Texas-87.
37. Arkansas-70.
38. West Virginia-76.
39. Rhode Island-77.
40. Oeorgia-78.
41.

42. Ten 97.

43. Kentucky -99.
44. Alabama -99.
45. South Carolina-103.
46. North Carolina -123.
47. Arizona-131.
48. Lotilatans-142.
49. New Mexico-164.

89068°-Bull. 20-13---2

/MO



18 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES.

Number of illiterates ter thousand of the native-bdrn white population 10 years of age and
over in 1910.

1. Washington -3.
2. Idaho-3.
3. Wyoming-3.
4. Oregon-4.
6. South Dakota-4.
6. Utah --4.
7. Montana-4.
S. Nevada-4.
9. Massachusetts-6.

10. Callfonals-5.
11. Minnesota -6.
12. North Dakota, 5.
18. District of Columbia-6.
14. Nebraska -4.
16. Connecticut-6.
16. New York-0.
17. lows-S.
1$. Kansas --A.

19. Wisconsin-9. ,
20. New Jersey-9.
21. Michigan -11.
22. New Hampehlre-11.
23. Pennsylvania-13.
24. Illinois-13.
25. Rhode Island-13.
26. Oh10-16.
27. Colorado-16.

1.28. Vermont-19.
29. Malne-20.
30. Indiana -21.
81. Maryland-20.
82. Missouri-29.
33. Delaware-29.
34. Oklahoma-33.
35. Arfrona-42.
36. Texas-43.
37. Florida -60.
88. Mleslatdpp1-62.

39. West Vlrghils-64.
40. Arkansas-70.
41. Georgia-78.
42. VIndnla-80.
43. Tennessee-07.
44. Alabama -90.

Keptuoky-100.
4e. South Carolina -103.
47 North esrellns-123.
48. Louisiana -134.
49. New Mexko-140.



ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. 19

Number of illiterates per thousand of the negro population 10 years of age and over in 1910.

1. Minnesota-34.
2. Oregon-34.
3. Washington -43.
4. Wisconsin-15.j
h. Vermont-48.
6. U tah -48,
7. North Dakota-4R.
S. New York-50.
9. Wyoming-SO.

10. South Dakota-55.
11. Netada-53.
12. Michigan-57.
13. Connect icut -63.
14. Idaho-64.
15. Moirtarm -70.
16. California-71.
17. Nebraska -72.
18. Arizona-72.
19. Maino-80.
20. Mostar h metta-81.
21. Colorado-86
22. Pennsv1sania-91.
23. Rhode Island-93.
24. New Jersey -99.
25. Iowa -Ira.
26. Illinois -10S.
27. New Hampshire-106.
28. 0 h lo-1 1 1.

29 Kansas-120.
30. District of Columbia-135.
31. Indiana-137.
F. New Mexico-112.
33. Missouri-174.
34. Oklahoma-177.
33. West VIrginla-2113

36. Msryiand-234.
37. Texas---246.

38. Florida-25S.
39. Delaware-236.
40. Arkansas -264.
41. Terms 273.

42. Kentucky-276.
43. Virginia-300.
44. North Carollna-319.
43.

46. Georgia-365.
47. South Carolina-387.
410. Alabama-4ot.
49. Louisiana-484.

a



20 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES.

Number of illiterates pee thousand of the. total male population 21 years of age and over
in 1910.

1. Iowa-21.
2. Washington-24.
3. Nebraska --24. I
4. Orion -25.
5. Kansis-29.
6. South Dakota-31.
7. North Dakota-31.
8. Idaho-31.
9. Utah-33.

10. Minnesota-37.
11. Wiseonain-40./
12. Indiana-41.
13. Wyoming-41.
14. Oh to-42.
15. Colorado-42.
16. Michigan -44.
17. Illinois-46.
18. California -46.
19. District of Columbia-40.
20. Missouri-53.
21. Vermont-53.
21. Maine-55.
23. Montana -57.
24. New Yorlc -60.

25. Nevada-60.
26. Massachusetts-61.
27. New Hampshire-62.
28. Oklabojna -64.
29. New Jersey --66.

30. Connecticu t-68.
31. Pennsylvania -78.
32. Maryland -85.
33. lhode Island-88.
34. Delaware -10
35. West Virginia-104.
36. Texas-109.
37. Arkansas-135.
38. Florida-140.
39. Kentnalcy-145.
4Q. Tennessee-157.
41. New Merice-176.
42. Virginia-177.

ri 43. Arizona-196.
44. North Carolina-213.
45. Georgia --4 .

46. Alabama-243.
47. Mhairalppl-263.
48. South Carolina --071.

Loutstans-ISIL

e

a

me"



IleLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. 21

Number of illiterates per thousand of the total white male population 21 years of age and
over in 1910.

1. Dtstaiet of Columbia-16. .
2. South Dakota-17.
3. Wa.shington-19.
4. Iowa-26.
5. Oregon-2d.
6. Idaho-22.
7. Nebraska-23-
8. Utah-23.
9. Kansas-25.

10. North Dakota-26.
11. Nevada-29.
12. Wyoming-33.
13. Minnesota-35.
14. Callfornla=38.
15. lndituut-38.
IC. Wisconsin-3S.
17. Uolorado-,39.

Di. Ohio-40.
19. Montana-42.
20. Miehlgan-43.
21. Oklahoma-43.
22. 1111nols-44.

Zt. M Lssour1-45.

24. Maryland-45.
25. Florida -53.
26. Vermont-M.
27. Maine-35.
28. New York-60.
29. Maasarhusetts-00.
30. New Hampshire-61.
31. Mlasksalppl-62.
32. New Jersey-64.
33. Delaware -65.
34. Connecticut-1W
35. Texas-71.
36. Arkansas-75.
37. Pennsylvania-77.
38. Georgia-86.
315. Rhode Island--88.
40. West Virginia-W.
41.- Vfrglnla -96.

42. A labems-106,
43. South Carolina-107.-
44. Tennessee -112.
45. Kentucky-117.
46. A aeons-134.
47. New Mexleo-139.
48. North Carolina -140.
49. Louletans-143

V
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Number of illiterates per thousand of the nativeborn white malepopulation f 1 years of age
and over in 1910.

1., Washington-8.
2. Montana-4.
3. Idaho-4.
4. Wyoming-4.
5. Nevada-.4.
13. Oregon-5.
7. Utah-6.
a. North Dakota-6,
9. South Dakota -2.

10. Callfornla-8.
11. District of Columbie-01.
12. Massachusetts-7,
13. Mtnnesota-7.

414. Nebraska-8.
15. Connecticut-9.
I& New York -11.
17. Iow5-11.
18. Kansas-11.
19. New Jeraoy -12.
20. WIsconsin-13.
21. Colorado-15.
22. Rhode Island-15.
23. Permaylvania-18.
24. New Hampshlre -16.
25. Illinois-17.
M. Michigan-17.
27. Ohio-20.
28. Indiana-28.
29. Melne-28.
30. Vermont-29.
31. Arleona-33.
32. Maryland-34.
33. Missouri-38.
34. Oklahoma-40.
36. Delaware-40.
36. Texas-43.
37. Florida-49.
38. Misaimippl-80.

`39. West VIVia-75.
40. Arkansaa-a25.
41. Oeorifa-87.
42. Virginia-97.
43. A1aaina-108.
44. South Carolina-108.
45. Tennewee-113
48. New Mexico-1W

Kentucky-119.
48. Louisiana-13e
49. North Cerollns-140.
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.1

Number of iletterates per thousand of the negro male population 21 years of age and over
in 1910.

1. Oregon -al.
2. Minnesota-38.
3. Wyoming-38.
4. W Ashington-39.
5. Vermont-39.
6. Utah-46.
7. Idaho-49.
S. New York-60.
9. North Dakota--61.

10. NV isconslu-6..

11. Michigant-8.3.

12. Connecticlut -66.
13 Nevada-66.

.14. California-68.
15. South Dakota-70.
16. Nebraska-72.
17. Arizona -84.
18. Colorado-87.
19. Montana-88.
20. Massachusetts 94.

21. Penns ivaniu --101.
22. NewJerey-107.

'23. 1111nols-109.

24. Ithodo
23. Iowa-115.
26. Maine-11e

Ohio -132.

28. Kansib-135.
29. New Mexico-137.
30. District of Columbia-138.
31. New Hampshire-145
32. Indiana-100._
33. Missouri-100.
34. Oklahoma-201.
35. West Virginia-240.
36. Florida-269.
37. Maryland-273.
3g. Arkansas-287.
39. TexAS-299.

40. Delaware-313.
41. Tenneesee-321.
42. Kentucky 1-343.
43. inia-383.
44h North Carolina-380.
45. Mindasippl-410.
48. Oeorgia-418.
47. South Carolina-431.
48. Alabama- 434.

sr

49. Loublana-483.
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To wait for a generation ofilliterate men, women, and children to
die is a slow and painful process. That there is a shorter way to the
reduction and elimination of illiteracy has been proven by some
European States, and sporadic efforts in this country indicate that
there is a better way here, to wit: To teach these grown-ups, in gCrools
organized especially for them, to read and write, and possibly some-

14' thing more.

One of the most notable recent attempts to do this is that begun in
September, 1911, by Mrs. Cora Wilsoil Stewart, superintendent of
schools in Rowan County, Ky., and her associates.

Having studied carefully the condition3 of the county, Mrs. Stewart
decided to open n' schools for adults on moonlight nights in the pub-
lic schoolhous the county. She outlined her plan to the teachers
and called for volunteers. All the teachers of the county-responded.
On Labor Day, September '4, 1911, these teachers visited the homes _

of the people throughout the county, explained the plan, and an-
nounced that moonlight schools would bo opened the next evening.
It was expected that the response would be slow, but more than 1,20E
men and women from 18 to 86 years old wore enrolled the first evening.
They came trooping over the hills and out of the hollows, some to add
to The 'meager education received in the inadequate schools of their
childhood, some to receive their first lessons in reading and writing.
Among these were not only illiterate farmers and their illiterate
wives, sons, and daughters, but also illiterate merchants or "store-
keepers," illiterate ministers, and illiterate lumbermen. Mothers,
bent with age, came that they might learn to read letters from absent
sons and daughters, and tliot they might learn for the first'time to
write to them.

IAlmost dne -third of the population of the county was' enrolled.
Says Mrs. Stewart:

They had all the excuses and all the barriers which any people might offerhigh
hills, bridgeless streams, rugged roads, weariness from the day's hard toil, the shame
of beginning study late in life, and all the others; but they were not seeking excuses
they were sincerely andiarnestly seeking knowledge. Their interests, their zeal, and
their enthusiasm were wonderful to witness. It was truly an inspiring sight to see
these aged pupils bending over the desks which their childern and grandchildren had
occupied during the day. Their delight in learning and their pride in their achieve-
ments exceeded any joy that'I have ever witnessed.

In some instances, where shyness prevented some of the adults
from attending at first, lessons were given in their homes until they
could read and write a little. They were then willing and pager to
enroll in the night schools.

In September, 1912, a "moonlight school" teachers' institute was
held in Morehead, Ky.; and the superintendent and teachers who had
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conducted the first moonlight schools instructed others who wished
to do work of this kind in Rowan and adjoining counties, and in the
fall of 1912 the movement spread to 8 or 10 other counties, while 'the
enrollment of adults in'llowan County reached nee; 'v 1,600.

The success of the men and women proves that it is of so difficult
for illiterate grown-ups to learn to read and write as is generally
supposed. They learn in a very short time, if given the of nortunity.
Reading, writing, and arithmetic are simple subjects wheii mature
minds are concentrated upon them. A child of ordinary mind can be
taught to read and write in three or four weeks; and the adult can do
at least as well. One man, aged 30( after four lessons in the evening
school, wrote the county superintendent a legible letter. Another
man, aged 50, wrote a legible letter after 7 nights' attendance. A
woman, aged 70, wrote a legible_letter after R nights of study. These
cases aro, of course, exceptional; but experience has shown that a few
weeks' attendance at the night schools has been sufficient to enable
the adult pupils to pass over the dark lino of illiteracy and to get into
the class of literates. Several succeeded in securing a Bible, which
had been offered as a prize by the superintendent to those who would
learn to write a letter during the first two. weeks of the moonlight
school term.

In some of the districts the enrollment of adults exceeded the
enrollment of children. In two districts the enrollment ran as high
as 70, and in several as high as 65.

One teacher, 18 years old, had only four ad, .6 pupils in her class,
but one of these was a preacher who learned to read his Bible and a
newspaper after it few weeks of earnest study. After 4 lessons he
siimed his name. to a paper for the- first time; and after 7 lessons,
to quote the words of the county superintendent, " he wrote an
enthUsiastic letter, with a period at the close of each sentence as large
as a bird's eye."

In another night school, of 65 enrolled, 23 were illiterates, and there
were 3 preachers in the class. Several octogenarians were enrolled in
the* schools; one a woman 85, another a man 87. Some of the men
and women-entered the schoolroom for the first time in 'their lives
when they enrolled as night pupils.

One of the significant facts bright out in this experiment is that
adults of limited education ha< taken advantage of the opportunity.
to return to school and to increase their knowledge. Of the 1,600
adult pupils attending night schoolduring the second term, 300 were
unable to read and write, at all, 300 were from those who had learned
in September, 1911, and 1,000 were men and women of meager
education.
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In a number of instances adults from the night schohave
enrolled as pupils in the day schools; and the superintendent tates
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LETTER NO. 1. THE RESULT OF AVE NIGHTS' INSTRUCTION.
The writer, Moses Wallace, Is 32 yellte.pld.

that the' presence of a determined man or woman in the "school has
proven an inspiration to.pupils and teacher.
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The change in the attitude of the community toward the school,
where 'the night school has been undertaken, s in itself significant.
A school trustee thus describes the change in his conununity:

have lived in this district for 55 ?ream and I never saw any such interest as we
tave here now. The school used to just drag along, and nobody seemed interested.
We never had a giithering at the school, and noborly thought of visiOlg the school.
We had not had night school but three weeks until we got together right. We paNred

.;

LETTER NO.2. THE WRITER'S FIRST LETTER. HE IS THE FATHER OF SEMEN SONS.

the house, put in new windows, purchased new stovepipe, made new steps, con-
tributed money, and bought the winter's fuel.

Now we have a live Sunday school, a singing school, prayer meeting once each
week, and preaching twice a month. People of all denominations in the district
meet and worship together in perfect uility and harmony, aged people come regularly,
and even people from the adjoining county are beginning to come over to our little
schoolhouse. -

The remark of one old woman of 70 probably voices the feelings\ and
sentiments of all the adults who have learned to read and write in

1 h.
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these night schools. When asked what benefit.the moonlight school
had been to her, she said, "Oh, to be able td read my Bible and to
write to my children and grandchildren! I would not take anything
for the privilege."

The studies pursued in these moonlight schools are reading, writ-
ing, arithmetic, and spelling. Brief drills are given in the essential
facts of language, history, geography, civics, sanitation, agriculture,
and horticulture. The reading text is the Rowan County School
Messenger, edited by the county superintendent, published weekly
for the special benefit of the adult students, and furnished free of
charge. This paper deals largely with school and county affairs,
and the news is at ado up in short sentences designed to help the pupils
in their efforts to read.

This experinitent in Rowan County; Ky., shows that it is possible
to bring help to illiterate men and women even under the most
difficult and adver'se circumstances.

The followin extracts from an article in the Louisville Courier-
Journal of December 29, 1912, show the spirit of this work so well that
they are included hero:

The teachers gladly.gave volunteer service and received no compensation what-
ever. A few prizes were offered to stimulate teachers and trustees and were to be
awarded on the highest enrollment, the largest attendance, and the number of
illiterates taught.,
would be donated, to the district for libraries and other needed improvements. The
teachers are in the main natives of Rowan Country, young in years and in experience,
deeply in sympathy with the people and their neeils, consecrated to the cause of educa-
tion, and determined to wipe out illiteracy tom the county and to make of each and
every citizen, high or.low, an intelligent, setive, happy factor in the school. They
poetess a high degree of intelligence, an average amount of scholarship, and the
mission spirit, the most essential qualification of a teacher, in the highest degree.

If obstacles presented themselves, the teachers pumptly removed them; and if
excuses were made, they met them with argument and persuast nd overcame
them. Several married teachers who lived at home and rode on comeback to school
each day left their homes when the night - school term began and k up their aboile
in the district. Teachers who lived or boarded long distances from the schoolhouses
remained at school from the time the day school began at o'clock in the morning
until the night school ended at 9 o'clock in the evening, making a 13-hour day. Some
canvassed their districts regularly during the few hours which intervened between
the close of the day school and the beginning' of the night school and Started many
who were too diffident to come to school to writing at home, and after they were
slightly advanced persuaded them into the school. One widow, who not only
taught, but was burdened with household cares, walked back and forth 3 miles with
her two children twice each day to the schoolhouse to instruct the pupils in both
the day and night school sessions. School was conducted for two hours each evening
on four nights during the week, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday even-
ings, leaving the teachers three nights for complete rest and relaxation to refresh
them for the work of the next week. None showed any particular evidence of strain
or fatigue or overwork, and each and every one declared the work a most delightful
and fascinating one and one which even greatly increased the interest' and added
to the success of the day school. . .
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Too much credit can not be given these teachersfaithful, earnest, heroic servants

of the Commonwealthwho volunteered to teach by night as well as by day. In
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LETTER N0,3, FROM THE FATHER OF TEN CHILDREN.

no crusade or march of pmgrees has more self-sacrifice or heroism been shown than has
been displayed by them. Patriots they are, of the truest kind.

89068°Bull. 20-13-3
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loom tiiis school, under the instruction of ai 1S-year-old girl, a bAginner in the
professiton of teaching, a preacher 50 years of agewas graduated in reatIfirg and writing,
for the terms of graduation were only that he should be able to read his Bible and the
newspaper with reasondble facility, and should write a legible letter, and both of these
he now can do to his unspeakable pride and joy.

He signed his name to the assessor's list, for the first time, after four nights' instruc-
tion, arid wrote the superintendent a legible, four-page, enthusiastic letter with a
period at the close of each sentence as large as a bird's-eye, when he had been a pupil
of the school but seven evenings. The youthful teacher was inclined to apologize
for the few that she had enrolled, and. said : "I didn't have as large school as the
othersjust fourbut they were in earnest, and I did my best for them, and told
them that I would teach as long as one of them would come," and then she said with
a twinkle in her eye, and an evident thrill of pride, "but I taught a preacher to read
and write, and that was something, wasn't it?"

One school of 65 pupils had .23 illiterates, all of whom were taught by a young
teacher to read and write. Three preachers were enrolled in this school, and added
much by their interest, their zeal, and their influence. In fact, ail ministers
in the rural sections aided much in the work. They assisted in campaigning and
organizing, and the moue learned assisted in teaching, while those who were unlearned
eotight more eagerly than any others to acquire some educatiort Four preachers were
taught to read and write. These and all other beginning students in the night school
who learned to read and write, and who wrote the superintendent their first letter
received as a prize a Bible with their names engraved upon it.

On one of her visas to a moonlight school the writer watched the eager, happy
throng come trooping through the moonlight, laughing and talking together in free
and easy schoolmate fashion, and as they entered the door notei that there were not
only students of all ages, from the maid of 18 and the youth wh hfid just attained his
majority to the grandame of 50 and the grandfather of 80, but there were a carpenter,
a merchant, a manufacturer, a postmaster, a magistrate, a doctor, a preacher, school
trustee, five former teachers, farmers and farmers' Rives and their eons and daughter,
many educated persons and eight illiterates. That the thirst for knowledge and the
determination to reach a more elevated station iu life were not confined to any age or
any class seemed self-evident, and that the moonlight school met the demands of those
in any age and of all these various classes was proven by the fact that they came again
and again, and plead for a longer term when its sessions closed.

The studies pursued were, essentially, reading, writing, spelling, and arithmetic,
but brief drills were givenron the most significant facts in language, history, geography,
civics, sanitation, agriculture, and horticulture. With beginners, writing was the
most fascinating study, while the more advanced were divided in their preference
between arithmetic and agriculture and made most rapid progress in the study of
each. Horticulture was discussed and fruit grafting was performed in some schools.

The reading text was a little newspaper, the Rowan County School Messenger,
edited by the county superintendent and published weekly for the special benefit
of the adult students and furnished to them free of charge. Its motto and the motto
of the moonlight schools was:

I
'rho rtahes of the commonwealth
Are free, strong minds and hearts of health,
And more to her than gold or grain
Are cunning hand and cultured brain.

This paper dealt largely with school and county affairs and was made up of short
sentences intended to inspire effort and to arouse the curiosity of the beginner so
that he would immediately seek to read the next sentence. And it had the desired
effect, for no sentence in 'any book could have spurred the reader on to seek further
as did the announcement that "John Brown has moved to Kansas," for immediately
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the desire to know, such as impels the reader of fiction, what was going to happen
next, or what had happened, was uppermost, and so there was renewed zeal and
effort to master the next sentence and to see who else had moved, and who was visiting,
and who had painted or built a new house.

The statements of school improvements, too, served two purposes, one for practice
in reading, and the other to arouse the readers to make their district excel the one
which was being exploited, and this, also, was effective, for when the people of Slab
tamp read the statement "They are putting up window shades and hemstitching
curtains for the.school at Chestnut Grove," they at once decided that Slab Camp was
not going to be behind the rest, and that what Chestnut Grove could do Slab Camp
could do, and shades and curtains went up, without delay, in Slab Camp school-
house, too. And if one school read that another was germinating seed corn or grafting
fruit trees, the same course was adopted by thew' then and there.

The newspaper contained one poem, running in sections, a stanza or two was to be
memorized each week. This was Longfellow's "Psalm of Life.' find was learned
more for its sublimity of thought, the training of expression, and the acquisition of
new words and phrases than as a memory drill. All drill questions on the various
branches were published in the paper. Among 'them all none created a more genuine
interest than the drill in language. Drills in the correction of such words as "crick, ".
"kiver," "git," "yit," "hit," "seed," "hyeard," "tuck," "fust," "hain't, ''
-skeered," and many others caused much merriment among even those who een_
in the habit of employing them, as well as those who were accustomed onl ng
the proper forms. All joined heartily in drilling on the correct forms, and afterwards
took great pride in using them. Drills on words ending in "g" resulted in the correc-
tion of the careless habit of saying " doin'," "goin'," "readin'," "writin'," and of
stun oPt words which had been abridged in the same way.

The text used in arithmetic was a small book recently published and dealing entirely
with the problems of rural life, and meeting adequately the needs of a rural people.

'Another

book became most popular and took rank next to the Bible in many homes.
'Another school trustee, who attended the night school through the same sense of

°Irrigation, received an inspiration and is new a student in the day school, along with
his own children, every day.

This man is at. present secrilounty board of education, and those who
enter a certain remoteechoolhouse will not only have turned to them the'eager face of
his 6year old son, but will be greeted by the inspired face of this man past 40, a face
lighted up with an unusual intellect, high character, and noble purpose. A hungry,
appealing look it is at present, for he has high aspirations, and realizes that it is a long

sstep up to them; but one of them inaltnivt within his grasp, and with his spirit of
determination and persistence he will retch it, and that is the ambition to be a teacher,
and to load others, as he was led, along the night-school road to a higher education.

One justice of the peace and one ex-magistrate enjoyed the advantages of the night
school and afterwards enrolled in (lay school. In several day schools may be found
the child of 6 and the man or woman of 40, and, in every instance, the presence of a
determined adult has proven to be an inspiration to both pupils and teacher.

An aged father and mother, parents of 14 children, all of whom bpd gone beyond
the rooftree, and grandparents of 84 grandchildren, learned to read and write, and
absent ones, to their surprise and excessive joy, learned that father and mother had
been attending Moonlight School and could read and write, and not only was a new
world of communication opened to the aged couple, but a new joy and a new uplift
and a new dignity was given to their absent ones, making them, doubtless, better
citizens of their adopted States.

What has been accomplished in Rowan as a county system has been accomplished
in herodistricts he and there this year in other eountil. In the Sandy Valley hundreds
have enrolled, 400 in Lawrence County alone. In Boyd County in one district it
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was tried, and the people responded to the number of 60. In Madison a school was
coaducted among the tenant class, and was thronged with eager -.students. At the
cl,sLa.two weeks' session all these tenants could read and write, and one of them
Ois so elated with his acquirementa that he wrote to his landlord, a State official,
and informed him that he no longer had an ignorant tenant.

42,

tainic%

LETTER NO. 4. THE NIGHT SCHOOL LETTER WHICH WON FNST PRIZE.

In Garrard County; at Buena Vista, a noble teacher opened the.t school for night
sessions, and found an anzkua crowd of adults to greet her each evening, students
who plead for a lengthened term.

-.
One niiddle-aged, man was so fascinated by the ability to write his name that ho

wrote iePover and over again for two whole days, and was the more elated'at every
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of whom were married, and all voters. Within two nights both parents and eons
could write their names, and within two weeks they could all write a respectable
letter.

One father and mother came into a school one night with six grown eons, three

-----...

John Dehart declares in hilt first letter that he would not takes $10,000 for what
he has learned. Doubt lest', besides the increased happiness'and usefulness, the knowl-
edge which he has gained will add that much to his earning capacity-during the rest

/

LETTER NO. 4Continued.

of his lifetime, for he is but 25 yeark old and belongs to a family of remarkable vigor
and noted longevity. John has condo to realize his possibilities, and has caught a
vision of higher achievements, andhas enrolled as a regular scholar in the day school
since the night school closed.

In fact, more than one adult has found in the day school a lengthened opportunity,
after the night - school sessions were over. Last year a school trustee of limited edu-
cation attended the school at night, partly as an officigl duty, and Mac to accompany.
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his wife, who was the teacher, During the session he caught a glimpse of possible
power and service, and enrolled immediately in the day school, and attended every
day, being taught by his wife. When the day school closed, he entered a private'
normal school, applying himself assiduously until summer, when he secured a cer-
tificate to teach. This year he is one of the most earnest and successful teachers
in Rowan County and in both day and night school he manifests a spirit...of conse-
cration only possible to one who has come into the service along a rugged path, beset
by many difficulties. He, at least, can sympathize in the fullest with his adult stu-
dents as they bend over book, copy book or newspaper.

As every teacher was inspired With the idea that M was upbuilding the Common-
wealth, as well as uplifting humanity, every citizen had pride in assisting his
neighbor to be and in making of himself a more useful factor of society and a more
intelligent citizen: A man redeemed from illiteracy became t t.once a source of pride
and admiration to his neighbors, as well as to himself and his family, and, like most

-7 new converts to a Cause. he exceeded the old adherents in zeal and loyalty and
became a most enthusiastic advocate of the cause of education, faithfully supporting
the compulsory school law, the school improvement league, the library, and all the
aids to education.

The solution of many of. the problems of the day school have come about through
the night school; parents who, after they became students and inmates of the school,
came td see the necessity of certain improvements to which they had hitherto been
appare blind. In one district for 20 years,children had hopped across the creek
from lie to another and had scrambled up a steep. slippery bank to the school.
The and grandparents had hopped and scrambled but a few nights until

, they discovered that a footbridge across that stream was an immediate necessity,
and the agitation for a footbridge was at once begun.

O



B
U

R
E

A
U

 O
F

 E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

B
U

LL
E

T
IN

. 1
91

1,
 N

O
 2

(1
P

LA
T

E
 6

A
 S

P
E

LL
IN

G
 M

A
T

C
H

.



BUREAU OF EDUCATION BULLETIN. 1r)11, NO. 20 PLATE 7

.1. MATHEMATICS IS AN ABSORBING STUDY.

D THIRST FOR KNOWLEDGE NOT QUENCH ED BY eAtSING YEARS,


