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'LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

! DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
- BUREAU OF EDUCATION,
Washington, D. C., Ap('il‘ 4, 1918.

Sm: I submit herewith, for publication as a ‘bulletin of the Bureau
of Education, a statement showing in some detail the amount of -
illiteracy in the United States among men, women, and children
over 10 years of age according to the Federal Census of 1910; also a
brief statement of an experiment which has been conducted for nearly
two years in one of the mountain counties of eastern Kentucky
having & large number of illiterates in its population, to ascertain
if it were possible to teach these itliterate grown-up men and women
and older children to read and write, and whether other men, women,
and children with very meager education would respond to the
| opportunity to learn more of the arts of the school. The success of

_.this experiment, made under very difficult circumstances, has been
| so geat as to inspire the hope that, with the cooperation of schools,

Jchurches, philanthropic societies, citics, counties, States, and .the

Nation, the-great majority of the five and one-half million illiterates
over 10 years of age in the United States may, in a few years, be.

- . taught to read and write, and something more; while millions of
those whose school days were very few and who are little above the
line of total illiteracy may be helped to make good to some ext,entf‘ ’
their deficiencies due to lack of opportuaity in childhood.

This bureau expects to have rcady for publication soon some

- account of other efforts in this country to teach illiterates to read
and write, and also some acgount of the efforts which some foreign
cquntries have made to eliminate illiteragy. These statements are
submitted for publication at this time bectuse of the fact that a bill,
introduced near the close of the last session of the Sixty-second ,

‘v Congress, looking to the reduction of adult illiteracy in this country

will probably be introduced ea:ly in the Sixty-third Congress.

Respect{ully submitted.

P. ?. Craxron, } . O
: g (qumiaeiomr.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

L,

-_'-?’?20“' .




ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STAT&AND AN ..
EXPERIMENT FOR ITS ELIMINATION.

The Federal Census for the year 1910 shows that at the time the
census was taken there were in the United States 5,516,163 persons
10 years of age and over unable to read and write. This was 7.7 per
cent of the total population 10 yeats of age and over. The full mean-
ing of these figures will be better understood when it it remembered
that the number of illiterate persons 10 years of age and over in the
United States is less by only a few thousands than the total popula- Z

* tion 10 years of age and over in all the New England States, or in the .
States of Montana, Wyoming, Colomdo, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, .-

evada, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and California, and more than the

population 10 years of age and over in the cities of Boston, Baltimore,
Washington, Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh
Indianapolis, ‘Louisville, New Orleans, St. Louis, Kansas City,
Minneapolis, St. Paul, Seattle, Spokane, San Francisco, and Los’
Angeles. In double fso @ march, at intervals of 3 feet, these '
5,516,163 illiterate persons would extend over a distance of 1,567 * .°
miles—more than twice the distance from Washington City to
Jacksonville, Fla. Marching at the rate of 25 miles a day, it would

. requife more than two months for them to pass a giveft point. A
mighty army is this, with their banners of blackness and darkness
inscribed with the legends of illiteracy, ignorance, weakness, helpless-
nems, and hoplessness—too large for the safaty of our democratic
institutions, for the highest good of soclety, and for the greatest degree
of material prosperity. °

Their lgnorance is ngp wholly nor clneﬂy their own, fault To a Cd
large degree .it is due to the lack of opportunity, because” of the

" ‘poverty or negligence of the States and commuhities in which they .
spent their childhood.

Of these illiterates, 3 184,633, or 58 per cent were whlte persons,
1,634,272, or 28 per cent, Were native-born whites, and 1,650,361, or
30 per cent, forexgn—born whites; 2,227,731,%r 40 per cent, were
negroes. The remaining 2 per cent were Indians, Chmese, d spanese,.
and dthers.

Of the total number of ﬂhtemt,es 1,768,132 hved in urban commun-.
ities and 3,748,031 in rural communities, in small towns, villages, and -

~. -~ the open country. = Of the urban populauon, 5 L per cent. were ﬂhter-
. ate" of the rural populauonl 10.1 per cent.: *, - .. :




8 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES.

Of the total rural population of the United States, 4.8 per cent of
the native white persons and 40 per cent of the negroes 10 years of
age and over were illiterate..
Of the urban population, 0.8 per cent of the native white persons
and 17.6 per cent of the negroes were illiterato. The per cent of
. illiterates among the foreign-born whites of the urban population -
was-much larger than that of the native white population. In the
New England, Middle Atlantic, and East North Central States, the
percentage of illiteracy was greater in thé urban thdn in the rural
population. Fof the rest of the country, illiteracy in the rural popu-
lation was from two-to five times greater than in the utban popula-
tion. : : ‘ |
The following tables show that the per cent of illiteracy in the ‘
population from 10 to 20 years old was much lesg than in the popula-
tion over 20 years of age. Of the total 5,516,163 illiterates, only
818,550 were between the ages of 10 and 20, while 4,697,613 were
« over 20. ¢ : ( - ¢ : ' ,
ILLITERATES BY AGE PERIODS.

m.u’a 14 years of age: . ¢ : Per cent.
Total......... g e LS o o 370,136.... 4.1
White.........co.lo 144,675.. .. 1.8
NGO« oot 218,555... ..18.9

« = 150 19 years of age:* - . .
Total................ .. e 448,414, . _.
White...oooeei y SR oreies T o oy 6 .\ 226,432.. .. ;%
Negro........................ NS e S e 214, 860 20.3
Males nearly 50 per cent.  ~

« 20 to 24 years of age: i * . !
Total.......o.ov. flers 32 e e ee eviers e s A 622,073.... 6.9 .
White.................... = B L %v ......... 367,669.... 4.8 T
NOgrOw. oo SB6 el eerom B A EOR OO 245,860. ...23.9 :

25 to 34 years of age: = ¢
TOL i e 1,102,984.... 7.8

o WRIO. . 702,962. ... 5.2
T U 380,742....24.4

35 to 44 years of age: s = 0 oq

. Total........ a e e, - 840,610, ... 8.1
% White......... B o0 e M e A 00 o 669,403.... 5.4 -
Negro.....ooovei i Ut oo 152,182... €17 -»1

46 10 64 years of age: |
Total.... .. <. 1,486,007....10.7
White.......................... 9000men005 00000000 821, 957 6.7
Negro........... e aE e e s o BN 4 ey 584, 514. ...62.7

85 yeuars of age and over:

Total. b eeeene et .. B73,7%....14.5
7 White..covannnn,..... ERECRETTRN S Ao con o 842,420.... 9.4
Negro..:o. ... TS o U 20,255, . 145
& The proportin of 1litarstes among males 18 to 19 yeurs of.age wn/yéy 80 per oent praaterthan | |
ﬁ"mtmngwnumemm_m. @ o ) |
i 4 ; " o ) i_ S
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.+ ° " ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. , .+ 9

. The census reportyshow that in 1910.ther9 were 2,273,603 illiterate

“males of voting age, that is, 21 years of age and over, of wlom
617,733 were native-born whites, 788,831 foreign-born-whites, and

. 819,135 negroes. The per cent of illiteracy of the total male popula-
tion of voting age was 8.4; of thé native-born white men, 4.1; of the
foreign-born white men, 17.9; of the negroes, 33.7. The total num-
ber of lliterate men of voting age in the entire country was greater
tha® the total number of men of voting age in.the States of Kentucky,
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Delaware, and the District of Co-
lumbia. In some States, and in many counties, the illiterate voters Y ]
hold the balance of power iff any closely contested election.

The problem of adult illiteracy is no longer one’of race or of section..
In 1910 the total number of white illiterates was greater by 956,902
than the total of negro-illiterates, and the number of illiterate white
men of voting age was greater by 585,229 than that of illiterate
‘negroes of voting age. Massachusetts had 7,469 more illiterate men
of voting agoe than Arkansas; Michigan, 2,663 more than West Vir-
ginia; Mar{lnml, 2,352 more thun Florida; Ohio, more than twice as
many as New Mexico and Arizens combined ; Pemwylnmm,#SQ
more than Tennessee and Kentucky combindd.

Boston hud 24,468 illiterates over 10 years of age; Baltimore,
20,325; Plttsl&uxg,h 26,627; New Orleans, 18,987; Fall River, 12,276;
Blrmmghum, 11,026; Prov;dence, 14,236; Nashville, 7 947 Waqh-
ington City, 13,812; Mcmphls 8,855. :

The per cent of ﬂhterates in the populntlon over 10 years of age
was, in New Bedford, Mass., 12.1; in Dallas, Tex., 4; in Lawrenge,
Mass;, 13.2; in Wheeling, W,/ Va 32 mAmstcrdam, N.Y,103; in
thtlé Rock Ark., 6.5; in Passa.nc, N.J., 158; in Augusta, Ga 10.9;
in Green Bay,“xs 5.7; in Paducah, Ky 1.8; in Woongocket, R I,
9.17 in Dubugque, Iowa, 0.9; in Bayonne, N. J., 9.1; in Knoxvillc,
Tenn., 6.5; in Utica, N. Y., 8.2; in Roanoke, Va., 6.9,

These figures indicate that, if all classes of population are consid-

. ered, no sectish can clmm even approximate freedom f| on adult
illiteracy. /

The tables {ollowmg show: (1) Numbe of illiterates in 1910 “ho .
were 10 years of age and over;. (2) illiterate males 21 ycars of age
and over in 1910; (3) per cent of illiteracy in cities having 100,000
populatnon and over in the United States, 19103, ( 4) per cent of ﬂlxt-

. eracy in cities having 25,000 to 100,000 popdatlon in the Umtod
States 1910.
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10 . . ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. =
¥
Number of illsterates in 1910 who were 10 years of age and over,

e mable e L — -—

States . ' | \ll‘cln.sses Native Forelgn- Negro‘a

; WhIS. [ hites,
N o

| 352,710 84,768 2,063 285, 628
<l 3ness 3,776 13,758 Y
142,054 55,025 1,468 86,397
74, 2 7,509 50,202 1,320
2,780 8,133 13,807 85
665 3,583 9,202 92
13,240 3,525 3,359 6,345
13,412 960 1,944 10,814
77,416 14,871 3,390 . 503
380,775 80,203 875 308, 639
5,453 707 2,742 37
168,204 40,486 117,751 9,713
06,213 40,955 18, .95
24,889 11,541 16, 894 1,272

24, 068 9.472 13,787 5,341
208, 084 146,797 . 3,300 57,900
352170 85,359 12,085 254,148
24,554 9,824 14,394 %3
73307 18,952 | 12,047 42,289
141,54] 9.163 120,412 2,584
800 -17.848 5,113 828
49,330 5,838 40,627 215
290,235 28, 600 1,384 259, 438
111,118 63,242 2,631 23,062
14,457 , 736 8, 45 114
009 4,278 12,264 482
; R U 4,702 187 1.344 26
New Hampshire . o 18,356 2,839 13,485 51
New Jersey. .. EU PP 113,502 12,853 83, 551 7,405
New Mexico. o 4R, 097 30, 538 8, 580 101
S 408,020 36,318 362,025 5,764
291,407 132,189 477 .168,303
13,070 1,413 9,474 28
124,774 47,310 68,887 10, 460
. 67,567 33,500 3,829 L858
10, 504 1841 /6120 ]
354,200 9,680 279, 868 13,638
3,854 3,253 29, 781 752
276,950 50,245 399 226,242
12,750 1,219 | - 4,806 38
221,071 120,968 1,488 0, 540
904 90, 501 67,205 124,818
0.821 K32 3.838 49
10,808 . 4,495 6,230 69
232,911 81,457 2,388 148,950 -
18,418 1. 11,23 239
4,866 51,407 13,075 10,347
57,769 11,488 43,062 | 113
o . 3,814 2,548 102

United Btates.................... S B5161630 1834772 | 160361 | 2.227.731




ILLITERACY IN THR UNITED STATES. 11

Ilitesate males 21 years of age and over 1n 1910,
’

- : Forelgn.
’ Native .
States. All classes. born Negroes.
r whites. whites, N ©
— _— S oo oo s
124.484 | 30614 1.028 92,744
! 14,468 1. 27 71.447 = 64
0 53, 440 1.7 661 32.013
42,757 3.175 .01 358
1134 2.0 7,468 373
23,562 1.637 21.532 314
6.272 1.740 1,602 2,829
o 0o 0oon o o © 0 asa ooooo O - 5,082 391 810 | - 3.1 -
Florida................. ce0 o o oo & oo ooao | 2. 856 SN 1.439 2,219
Georgia oo 0ooRabAa © o o 5 o o o 141.541 30,085 37! 11,037 ¢ °
ldabo.... oes 3. 418 353 2.036 : 18
1llinois. . 79,4383 IR 863 55,007 4.349
+ Indiana . 33, 583 19,584 - 1o, 602 3.312
lowa. .. 14,04 5,675 7.778 626
v 14,714 1,647 LT 2,350
kongxcky M 7004 60,147 1.382 2.958
u - + 118,716 2,006 5.211 84,176
ine.... g 13,070 5,222 7,678
yland . 31,4 5,620 5,007 17,484 .
Massachusetts 5 61,904 3,872 50,504 1,186
Michigan Go 38,703 9 308 2,004
Minnesota . 23, 6k 2,449 19,947 123
Mississipp 7,843 1,20 © 8 8. 7
Missour . 1,24 v, 217 10.848 10,088
Montana 8,812 5.8%5 5
Nebrasks A I\ . 545 2,044 5,846 21
Nevads........... ... ... e 2,399 95 ) 15
New Hdmpshire...... .. . .. .. . < 8,413 1, 46% 6,009 -
= New Jersey......., ... . . .. S i BLOSH | S4B 42.347 3,052
New Mexwo..... . . 0 .. ... . coaa  of 16,634 5,680 3.630 88
New York............. . . . ... ... 5 17,828 48,703 , 26
North Carolina. - 4,710 58, 580
North Dakota. . o 43 402 16
hi 2,567 35,160 5,160~
14,524 2.188 7,300> ‘
Oregon..... ..... ... -.... 914 4.033 24
Pennsylvania. . 2,62 148,592 8,479
Rhode Island. . - 1,260 12,793 345
8outh Carolina. H 17,50 206 72,857
South Dakota. . | 604 233 . 24
Tennessce... . : 47,743 628 38,273
Texas. 31, 198 28,191 Y 19,099 Yo
Utah.. 72| ¢ 1, 28
Vermont. 2,381 3,439 38 °q
Virginia......oooqooooo0 L 33,680 L27 > 87,887
Washington 840 6,963 121
Wast Y Irginia 21,022 8,528 5,457
w in ! %
Wyoming | 157 810 |
. a
Unlted States.... | 2,278,603 | 617,933 788,631 819,135
= :
9 ’ : -
. i 0
s’ g
\ . L)
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ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES.
Per cent of illiteracy in cities having 100,000 population and over in the UnitedSla(a, 1910.

® Males 21 years of age and over.

Negro.
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Negro.
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13. Wisconsin—32. -
— .

14, Mlohﬁn-:n.
15. Wzoming—\n
18. Illinois—37.
—

17, Californis—37;
P Al

18. Colorado—37.
19. Vermont-17,
2. Maine—41.

PN

25, Massachusetts—52.

3. Toxas—99. 9 . ) o
18 Kantnoy—m.
’ 38, Arkansas—!28.
© 3. Tenneswe—138,
. Florfda—138.
4.V 182. . °
a. North.ﬂnmlhm—[_as. ) .
2. New Moxioo—202, : -
Y=
45. Arizona—200. i
4. M| —224.
41. Alabama—229.

&

FI

4. Bouth Carolinan—257. 1
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t- ILLITRRACY IN THE UNITED BTATES. 17
Number of illiterates per thousand of the total white population 10 y"eara of age and over
in 1910. .

| 1. Washmgton—H4.
i 2. South Dakots—14.

v 3. Idaho—14. .
4. OmEon—ls. \‘
5. District of Columbia—15.
6. lows—186. .
7. Utah—17. i . < &2 <
8. Kansas—18. -
9. Nebraska—18.
10. Nevads—24.
11. Wyoming—--25.
12. North Dakots—26.
13. Indiana—28. .
14. Minnesota--29. 0 ’ =
15. Ohio—30. ' ) l
18. California—30. . | )
17. Wioonsin—30. 1
18. Michigan—32.
19. Montana—32. L Ve -~

|

)
g
2
I
9

21. Tinois—38.
22. Missouri—34.
23. Okishoma—36.
24. Marvland—37. . ' 9
25. Vermont—37.

. Maine—40.

. New Hampshire— 48
Delaware—30). - e o
Massachusntts—5]. ’
. Misstssippi—S53.
31, New Jersey—54.

. New York—S$S.

I

LIBIBISR

Florida—385.

. Pennsylvania—38.

b B [

. Connecticut—9.

Texay—67.

@z

. Arkansas—70. i

38.

West V irginia—76.

&0,

Rbode Island—77.

40,

Qeorg ia—78.

i v
42. Ten

1.

43. Kentucky—00. : .
44 Alsbama—9, : N
&. Bouth Caroline—103. :
$5_North Carolina—123.

47. Artsons—1al. " ~ X
18, Lonistans 102,

49, Now Mexico—164.

_89008?—-Bnll'. 20-13—2 : ' . .

\




18 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. .
. 0 .
Number of illiterates ver thousand of the tho-bom white population 10 years of age and’
over in 1910. '

. Washington—3.

o
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. 30. District of Colurhbia—136.

6. Utah—48. -
7. North Dakots—48. . oo 5
8. New York—50. :
9. Wyoming—50.
10. 8outh Dakota—55. . o
11, Netada—85. h
12. Michigau—587. Q
13. Connecticut—63.
14, Idaho—64.
15. sohmm—m. o
16. California—71. . ~ - J
17, Nebraska— T2 / ’
18. Ariona—72.
19. Maine—80.
20. Messachusetta—S1. .
21. Colorado—R88. . ) *
22. Pennsylvania—ot. ' o
23. Rhode Island—95. ‘
24. New Jersey—00.
25. Iowa—103. .
26. Illinois--108.
27. New HnmEElm——lm. ' s
28. Ohio—111.
29. Kansas—120. : . -~

|

i

L

34. Okishoma—177. @ .
35. West Virginls—203. ]
36. Maryland—234. 2 : :
37. Texas—248.

38. Florida—285.

39. Delsware—356.

40. Arkansas—264. -

41. Tenneaneo—273.

42. Rentucky—276. -
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+ 87. Arkansas—138.

0

*

20 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED SBTATES.

Number of illiterates per thousand of the total male population 21 years of age and over
n 1910,

8. Bouth Dakota—31. 0 [N
7. North Dakota—31. *
3. ldaho--31.

9. Utah—33,

10. Minnesota—37.

11. Wisdonsi:r—40. /

12, Indiana—4l.

13, Wromim—-d. —_

14. Ohio—432.

| ——
18. Colorado-——42,

16 Mishigeg 4t 0 . Y

17, lllinois—48.

18. Callfornia—46. o

i5. Distrot of Golumbla—- :

20. Missouri—53. . .
T Vermont_.

B Maine b5

23. Montana—57. o
2 Moy Yok %

25. Novada—e60. .

3 Mumachusits 1.

27. New Bmﬂlm—om .
28. Oklahgma—=64,

. New Jersey—06. . .

31, Pennsylvanis—78.

32. Maryland—85.

33. Rbode Island—BS8. "

34. Belaware—10 -

35. West Vg'ln_h—lot .
36. Texas—100.

38. Florida—140.
39. Keutucky—145. B \_ . '
40, Tennessee—187. J

4. New Mexico—176. f

42, VI:EI&—]TJ. ' .

4. Arisona—198. 7 o~

i e T

44, North Caroline—213. y 4

TR & gy B raas

43, umm
46. Alabama-—243, ) \
4 Wisiasippi_30." L

48, 8outh Carolina—371. . j t
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ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. 21

Number of illiterates per thousand of the total uhite male population 21 years of age and
. ‘over Tm 1910,

..

1. District of Columbia—186. .
2. Bouth Dakota—17.
3. Washington—19.
4, lowa—20.
5. Oregon—20. _
6. Idaho—22. ' . . ] -
7. Nebraska—23. - . K
8 Utah—2. 0 x
9. Kansas—25. ~
0. North Dakota—26. .
11. Nevade—29. = . [
12. Wyoming—33. .
13. Minnesota—35.
14. Californis—3R8.
15. Indiana—38.
16. Wisconsin—38 .
17. Coloraito—39. . - .
8. Ohio—40.
. Montana—42. . -
. Michigan—43. - .
__Oklahoma—43. - .
11linols—44. i
Z). Missouri—45.
. Marviand—45.
. Florida~$3..
. Vermont—53.
. Mainé—55.
. New York—&0. . )
. Massachusefts—60. .
. New Hampshire—§1, ’
. Mtsslxﬂlnll—ez.
. New Jorsoy—64. 0
. Delaware—85.
. Connecticut—%8. R
. Texas—71. K
. Arkansas—75.
. Pennsyivania—77. .
8. G eorgia—H0.
Rhode Island—88.
. West Virginta—04.
] 4lf\7i_13[_gla—00. i - . ' .
42, Alabame—108.
43. Bouth Carolina—107.
44, Tennessee—112. [ )
4. Kentucky—117. - i ¥ w» » A\
| 4. Arizona—134. ) . ‘
————
47. Now Mexico—139. ) !
48. Nor_t;_hl_ Caroltna—140. 2 ]
- 49, Louklana—143. : . .

i
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.* 18. Kansas—11,
——

22 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STAYES.
. 3 .
Number of illiterates per thousand of the native-born white male population 21 years of age
T, and over in 1910,

1.« Washington—3. AN i .

orth Dakota—$, mi

9. Bouth Dakota—$. . )

L Calffornla—86. ’
11_Distriet of Columbis—e. 5
12. Massachueetts—7,

13_ Minnesota—7. -

4. Nebraska—S8.

15. Connecticut—9, »
16.. Noew York*—it. P ’

17. Jowd—11.

19. New Jersoy—I12. .
20. Wisconsin—13, =
21, Colorado—15. h
22. Rhode Island—15.
2. Pennsylvania—16. /
24. New Hampshire—16.

» B liinols—17. )
28. Mk!’dsx_n—ﬂ. ‘
27. Ohlo—%. . i

37. Florida—49.

38, Misslaippi—00. -

9. West Virginia—75.

40. Arkansas_75. ) v

41, Geo . -

4. Virginia—97. . .
43. Alabema—100. j ) .

4. South Carolina—108.

48, Tennessee—113. =

4. New Moxico—IN. bl :
¥, Kentuoky—119, ik el

4. Louisiana—138, / -
49 North Caroline—140, ° - ' _ =




ILLITEBACY IN THE UNITED STATES. 23 ?

Number of dt*t;ata per thowsand of the negro male population 21 years of age and over
wn 1910.

A Y ‘
ﬁmgon—(!l. . .
) 2. Minnesota—36, vt
T 3. Wyoming—38. o -
T4, W&hlngtqnﬁw.
5. Vermont—39. - *
6. Utah—48,
7. 1daho--49.
8. New York—60. . o
9. North Dakota—3$1.
10. W isconsin—84. .
11. Mich|
12. Counnecticut—és.
Nevada—66.
.14, Californis—68. .
15. South Dakota—70, 0 .
18. Nebraska—72.
17. Arizona—84. "3 v -
18. Colorado—87.
19. Montana—88.
20. Massachusetts--04,
21, l’onnszl\‘mla—lm.
22. New'Jersey—107. N
. *23. Ilinots—109. 0o . -
24. Rhode Island—112,
25. Iowa—115. .
20. Maine—114. . -
21. Ohjo—132. - )
28. Kansas—135. :
. New Mexico—137. o
. District of Columbin—138. .
1. Now Ham pshire—145. o -
. Indians—160.
. Mizsouri—190. ~
. Oklnhoma—201. : ) \
35. West Virginia—240. . -
36. Florids—259. j . -
37, Maryland—273. ’ . - 0
. Arkansas—287. '
30. Texas—209. '
40. Delaware—313. i - i >
41. Tenneeses—331. )
42. Kentucky—343.

il

1 b

w

N1

&

44, North Carolina—3s8. b
45. Mlssissipni—410. e
48, Georgia—416.

*47. Bouth Carolins—431.
48. Alabama- +34.

#. Loulsians—483.

o
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i 28 ILLITRRAOY IN THRE UNITED STATES,

To wait for a generation ofsilliterate men, women, and children to
& die is a slow and painful process. That there is a shorter way to the
reduction and elimination of illiteracy has been proven by sonie ;
European States, and sporadic efforts in this country indicate that '
thereis a better way here, to wit: To teach thess grown-ups, in schools ~
organized especially for them, to read and write, and possibly some-
N thing more. .

One of the most notable recent attempts to do this is that begun in
September, 1911, by Mrs. Cora Wilsoh Stewart, superintendent of
schools in Rowan County, Ky., and her associates. S,

a Having studied carefully the conditions of the county, Mrs. Stewart

" decided to opén nigh#schools for adults on moonlight nights in the pub-
lic schoolhouses.of the county. She outlined her plan to the teachers
and called for'volunteers. All the teachers of the county-responded. |
On Labor Day, September 4, 1011, these teachers visited the homes |
of the people throughout the county, explained the plan, and an-
nounced that moonlight schvols would be opened the next evening. |
It was expected that the response would be slow, but more than 1,206 '
men sn@*women from 18 to 86 years old were enrolled the first evening,
They came trooping over the hills and out of the hollows, some to add
to the meager education received in the inadequate schools of thoir

. childhood, some to receive their first lessons in reading and writing,
Among these were not only illiterate farmers and their illiterato i
wives, sons, and daughters, but also illiterate merchants or *‘store-
keepers,”” illiferate ministers, and . illiterate lumbermen. Mothers,
bent, with age, came that they might learn to read letters from absent
sons and daughters, and ‘thet they might learn for the first "time to
write to them. _ : ' B

Almost one-third of the population of the county was' enrolled.

Says Mrs. Stewart: . o~ .

They had all the excuses and all the barriers which any people might offer—high
hills, bridgeless streams, rugged roads, wearinees from the day's hard toil, the skame
of beginning study late in life, and all the others; but they were not seeking excuses—
they were sincerely and-garnestly seeking knowledge. Their interests, their zeal, and
 Weir enthusissm were wonderful to witness, It was truly an inspiring sight to see
', thesdaged pupilsbending over the desks which their childwin and grandchildren had
. occupied during the day. Their delight in learning and their pride in their achiove-

ments exceeded any joy that'I have over witnessed.

;- In some instances, where shyness prevented some of the adults

« from attending at first, lessons were given in their homes until they

"2 could read and write a little: They were then willing and eager to -

= enrollin the night schools. - . e s

s~ - In-September, 1912, a “‘moonlight school” teathers’ institute was

- %-bald in Morehead, Ky.; and the superintendent and. teachers who had
Sy £ gogs X
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: ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. 29

conducted the first ‘fnoonhght schools instructed others who wnshed
to do work of this kind in Rowan and adjoining counties, and in the
fall of 1912 the movement spread to 8 or 10 other counties, while the
enrollment of adults in“Rowan County reached nep:'v 1,600,

The success of the men and women proves that it is . ot so difficult
for illiterate grown-ups to learn to read and write as is generally
supposed. They learn in a very short time, if given the o} nortunity.

Reading, writing, and arithmetic are simple subjects whei mature
minds are concentrated upon them. A child of ordinary mind can be
taught to read and write in three or four weeks; and the adult can do
at least as well. One man, aged 30, after four lessons in the evening
school, wrote the county superintendent a legible lotter. Another
man, aged 50, wrote a legible lotter after 7 nights’ attendance. A
womasn, aged 70, wrote a legible_letter after 8 nights of study. These
cases are, of courss, éxceptional; but experience has shown that a few
weeks’ nttendance at the night schools has been sufficient to enable
the adult pupils to pass over the dark line of illiteracy and to get into
the class of literates. Several succeeded in securing a Bible, which
had been offered as a prize by the superintendent to those who would
learn to write a letter during the ﬁrst two, weeks of the moonlight
school term.

In some of the districts the enrollment of adults exceeded the
enrollment of children. In two districts the enrollment ran as high
as 70, and in several as high as 65.

One teacher, 18 years old, had ohly four ad+.li puplls in her class,

. but one of these was a preacher who learned to read his Bible and a
newspaper after & few weeks of earnest study. After 4 lessons he
signed his name to a paper for the first time; and after 7 lessons,
to quote the words of the county superintendent, ‘‘he wrote an
enthusiastic letter, with a period at the close of each sentence as large
as a bird's eye.”

In another night school, of 65 enrolled, 23 were illiterates, and there
were 3 preachers in the class. Several octogenarians were enrolled in
thedp schools; one.a woman 85, another a man '87. Some of the men
and women-entered the schoolroom for t,he first time in ‘their lives

. when they enrolled as night pupils.

One of the significant facts brought out in this expenment i that
adults of limited education have taken advantage of the opportunity. -
to return to school and to increase their knowledge. Of the 1,600 =
adult pupils attending night school during the second term, 300 were - |
unable to read and write at all, 300 were from those who had learned

.in September, 1911, and 1 000 were men md women of meager
education. - ' ] .
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80 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES.
In & number of instances adults from the mght schovlg have
enrolled as puplls in the day schools; and the superintendent States |
@ e/ 30, / /f/ 2, |

LETTER NO. 1. THE RESULT OF AVE NIGHTS’ INSTRUCHON.
The writer, Moses Wallace, Is 32 y d. s

; that thé presence of a determined msn or WOman in the school has O
r%ia provon ag,fmsplrﬁtwn 10 pujgﬂs and t.egcher Ny : &

» 4
i
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ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. .81

The change in the attitude of the community toward the school,
whefe ‘the night school has been undertaken, js in itself significant.
A school trustee thus describes the change in his community: !

I have lived in this district for 55 years and I never eaw any such interest as we

ve herp now. The school used to just ‘drag along, and nobody seemed interestad.
We never had a gﬁthering_at, the school, "and nobody thought of visitﬁlg the echool.
We had not had night school but three weeks until we got together right. We papegred

LETTER NO.2. THE WRITER'S FIRST LETTER. HE IS THE FATHER OF SEVEN SONS,

the house, put in new windows, purchasgd new -stovepipe, made new steps, con-
tributed money, and bought the winter's fuel, - ) ‘

Now we have a live Bunday eéhool, 'a #inging school, prayer meeting once each
week, and preaching twice a month. People of all denominations in the district
meet and worship together in pirfect unity and harmony, aged people come regularly,
aiid even people from the adjoining county are beginning to come over to our little

]

£ Theremark of one old wgm of 70 probably‘vqicofg_thejfe:alin‘g,s\}nd -
sentimenta of all the.adults who haye learned to read and write in

Iy
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82 ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES. _ l

these night schools. When asked what benefit.the moonlight school
had been to her, she said, ““Oh, to be able to read my Bible and to
write to my children and grandchildren! I would not take anything
for the privilege.” '

- The studies pursued in these moonlight schools are reading, writ- -

ing, arithmetic, and spelling. Brief drills are given in the essential
facts of language, history, goography, civics, sanitation, agriculture,
and ‘horticulture. The reading text is the Rowan County School
Messenger, edited by the county superintendent, published weokly
for the special benefit of the adult students, and furnished free of
charge. This paper deals largely with-school and county affairs,
and tho news is mado up in short sentences designed to help the pupils
in their efforts to read. ' :
This experiment in Rowan County, Ky., shows that it is possible
to bring help to illiterate men and women even under the most
,difficult and adverse circumstances.
" The following extracts from an article in the Louisville Courier-
dJournal of December 29, 1912, show the spirit of this work so well that
they arc included here: :

The teachers gladly.gave volunteer gervice and received no com;iépsation what-

ever. A few prizes were offered to stimulate teachers and trustees and were to be.

awarded on the highest enrollment, the largest attendance, and the number of
illiterates taught, but teachers and trustees announced that any prizes won by them
would be donated, to the district for libraries and other needed improvementa. The
teachers are in the main natives of Rowan Counfy, young in years and in experience,
deeply in sympathy with the people and theirﬁee{ls, cousecrated to the cause of educa-
tion, and determined to wipe out illiteracy ffom the county and to make of each and
-every citizen, high or‘low, an intelligent, attive, happy factor in the school. They
possess o high degree of intellifence, ain average amount of scholarship, and the
mimion spirit, the most eseential qualificgtion of & teacher, in the highest degree.
If obstacles presented themselves, the teachers ppmpily removed them; and if
excuses were made, they met them with argument and pereussi nd overcame
them. Several married teachers who lived at home and rode_vn forseback to achool
each day left their homes when the night-school term began and thok up their abode
in the district. Teachers who lived or boarded long distances from\the schoolhouses
remained at school from the time the day echool began at 8 o’clock in the moruning
until the njght school ended at 9 o’clock in the evening, making a 13-hour day. Some
canvassed their districts regularly during the.few hours which intervened between
the close of the day achool and the beginning of the night school and étarted many
who were too diffident to come to school to writing at'home, and after they were
slightly advanced persuaded them into the school. One widow, who not only
taught, but was burdened with household cares, walked back and forth 3 miles with
her two children twice each day to the schoolhouse to instruct the pupils in both

the day and night school sesions. School was conducted for two hours each evening -

on four nighta during the week, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday even-
ings, leaving the teachers: three nights for complete rest and relaxation to refresh
them for the work of the next week. None showed any particular evidence of strain
or fatigue or overwork, and each and every one declared the work a moet delighttul

the yuccess of the day school

©

%

and fascinating oné and: one. which even greatly ‘increased the intereet” and added
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PUPILS IN THE ROWAN COUNTY MOON_LIGHT SCHOOLS.
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A. NIGHT SCHQOL AT OPEN FORK.
The oldest pup | veys 73,
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Too much credit can not be given these mcbm—h.lthful earnest, hervic cervants * 9
of the Commonwealth—who volunteered to teach by mght as well as by day In
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From this school, under the instructian of an 18-year-old girl, a beginner in the
profession of teaching, a preacher 50 years of age was graduated in readfng and writing,
for the terms of graduation were only that he should be able to read his Bible and the
newspaper with reasondble fasility, and should write a legible letter, and both of these
he now can do to his unspeakable pride and joy.

He signed his name to the assessor's list, for the first time, aiter four nights’ inftruc-
tion, af¢ wrote the superintendent a legible, four-page, enthusiastic letter with a |
period at the close of each sentence as large as a bird's-eye, when he had been a pupil !
of the school but seven eveninga. The youthful teacher was inclined ‘to apologize
for the few that she had enrolled, and eaid: ‘‘I didn't have as large achool as the
others—just four—but they were in earnest, and T did my best for them, and told
them that [ would teach as long as one of them would corae,” and then she said with
a twinkle in her eye, and an evident thrill of pride, “but I taught & preacher to read
and write, and that was something, waan't it?"’

- One achool of 65 pupils had .23 illiterates, all of whom were taught by a young
teacher to read and write. Three preachers were eurolled in this school, and added
much by their interest, their zeal, and their inflience. In fact, all ministers
in the rursl sections aided much in the work. They assisted in campaigning and
organizing, and the mome.lcarned assisted in teachiug, while those who were unlearned
sought more eagerly than any othem to acquire some educatiorf. Four preachers were
taught to read and write. These and all other beginning students in the night school
who learned to resd and writeand who wrote the superintendent their first letter
received as a prizea Bible with their names engraved upon it.

On one of her visiis to a moonlight school the writer watched the eager, happy
throng come trooping through the moonlight, laughing and talking together in free
ahd easy schoolmate fashion, and as they entered the door no that there were not
only students of all.ages, from the maid of 18.and the youth whd had just attained his
majority to the grandame of 50 and the grandfather of 80, but there wero a carpenter,

a merchant, a manufacturer, a postmaster, a magistrate, a doctor, a preacher, school
trustee, five former teachers, farmers and farmers’ wives and their sons and daughter,

- mapy educsted perroys and eight illiterates. That the thimst for knowledge and the
determination to reach a more elevated station in life were not confined to any age or
any class scemed self-evident, and that the moonlight achool met the demands of those
in any age and of all these varjous classes was proven by the fact that they came again

" and again, and plead for a longer term when its sessions closed. .

The studies pursued were, essentially, reading, writing, spelling, and arithmetic,
but brief drills were given ron the moat significant facts.in language, history, geography,
civics, eanitation, sgriculture, and horticulture. With beginners, wtiting was the
most fascinating study, while the more advanced were divided in their preference
between arithmetic and agriculture and made moet rapid progress in the study of
each. Horticulture was discussed and fruit grafting was performed in some schools.

The reading text was a little newspaper, the Rowan County School Messenger,
edited by the county superintendent and published weekly for the special benefit -
of the adult students and furnished to them fred of charge. -Its motto and the motto

- of the moonlight schools was: a v

T2 riuhes of the commonwealth s 1.
Are free, strong minds and hearts of health, .
R And more to her than gold or grain .
: Ate cunning hand and eultared brain.

“ " 'This paper dealt largely with school and county affairs and was made up of short
sentences intended to inspire effort and to arouse the curiosity of the beginner so
that he would immediately seek to read the next sentence. And it had the desired
effect, for 50 sentence in ‘any book could have spurred the reader on t6 seek further

pa did the snnouncement that “John Brown bag moved to s,” for immediately
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the desire to know, guch as impels the reasder of fiction, what was going to happen
next, or what had happened, was uppermost, and so there was renewed zéal and
effort to master the next sentenceand to see who else hed moved, and who was visiting,
and who had painted or built a new house. .

The statements of school improvernents, t00, served two purposes, one for practice .
in reading, and the other to arouse the readers to make fheir district excel the one
which was being exploited, and this, also, vas effective, for when the people of Slab
Camp read the statement ‘‘They are putting up window shades and hemstitching
curtains for the'school at Chestnut Grove,” they at once decided that Slab ¢ amp was
not going to be behind the rest, and that what Chestnut Grove could do Siab Camp
could do, and shades and curtains went up, without delay, in Slab Camp school-
house, too. And if one school resd thatanother wasgerminating eeed com or grafting
fruit trees, the same cours¢ was sdopted by them then and there.

The newspaper contained one poem, running iu scctions, a stanza or two was to be-
‘memorized esch week. This was Longfellow’s “‘Psalm of Life, "*4nd was learned
more for its sublimity of thought, the tmining of expression, and the acquisition of
new words and phrases than 23 a memory drill. Al drill questions on the various
branches were published in the paper. Among ‘them all non¢ created a more genuine
interest than the drill in language. Drillsin the correction of such words as *“crick, ™
“kiver, ” “gil, u' “yitv "o hit, " “seed," ._“‘hyoard, ” utucf"w “fust, ” “hn.in’t, .9
“‘skeered,”” and many others caused much merriment among even those who jgm 3
in the habit of employing them, 88 well gs those who were accustomed onl ‘ng
the proper forms. Al joined heartily indrilling on the correct forms, and afterwards
took great pride in using them. Drills on words cnding in *‘g” resulted in the correc-
tion of the careless habit of saying ‘‘doin','’ ‘‘goin’,” ‘‘readin’,” *‘writin’,” and of
oth@® words which had been sbridged in the same way. . o

The text used in arithmetic wasa small book recantly published and dealing entirely
with the probiems of rural life,and meeting adequstely the needs of a rural people.
WS book became most popular and *took mnk next to the Bible in many homes.

Another school trustee, who sttended the night echool through the same sense of
obligation, received an inspiration and is ipw a student in the day school, alang with
his own children, every day. :

+ This man is at present sechy board of education, and those who

enter a certain remote echoolhouse will not only have turnéd to them the eager face of
his 6-year old son, but will be greeted by the inspired face of this man past 40, a face
lighted up with an unusual intellect, high character, and noble purpose. A hungry,
appealing look it is at present, for he hashigh aspirations, and realizes that it isa long
~step up to them; but one of tlem is:aljnost within his grasp, and with his spirit of
determinationand persistence he will rechit, and that is the ambition to be a teacher,

and to lead others, as he was led, along the night-school road o a higher education.

One justice of the peace and one ex-magistrate enjoyed the advantages of the night
school and afterwards enrolled in day school. In several day schools may be found
the child of 6 and the man or woman of 40, and, in every instance, the presence of &
determined adult has proven to be an inspiration to both pupils and teacher.

An sged father and mothar, parents of 14 children, all of whom had gone beyond
the rooftree, and grandparents of 84 grandchildren, learned to read and write, and
absent ones, to their surprise and excesive joy, learned that father and mother had
been attending Moonlight School and could read snd write, and not only was a new
world of communication opened to the sged couple, but a new joy and & new uplift
and & new dignity was given to their sbsnt onee, making them, doubtiess, better
citizens of their adopted States. : o : ~
. What has beén sccomplished in Rowan 8 & county system has been sécomplished

_in districts here and there this year in oﬂn;lcmmﬁ% In the Sandy Valley' Bundreds
have enrolled, 400 in Lawrence County slone. In Boyd County in ope diatrict it
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was tried, and the people responded to the number of 60. In Madison a school was
’ - coaducted among the tenant class, and was thronged with eager students. At the
:l},ou'two weeks' sossion all these tenants could read and write, and one of them

58 6o elated with his acquirements that he wrote to his landlord, a Sfate official,
and informed him that he no longer had an ignorant tenant.

@ta' /5'/ /7 /L -+

+

LETTER NO. 4. THE NIGHT SCHOOL LETTER WHICH WON rﬁ'as; PRIZE.

* In Gamard County; gt Buena Vista, & noble teacher opened the school fof night
«, oeesions, and found an anxjpus crowd of adults to greet her each evening, students
\ who plead for a lengthened term. _ . -

Ona x:ddle-aged. man was eo faxinated by the ability to write his name that he
wrote it’over and over again for two whole days, and was the more elated at every
gtz Ii . e o .
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One father and mother came into a achool one night with six grown sons, three
- of whom were married, and sall voters. Within two nighta both parents and sons
could write their names, and within two weeks the\ could all wriie a resﬁectable ~—
letter. —
John Dehart declares in hix first lettet that he would not takes $10,000 for what
he has leamed. Doubtless, besides the increased happinessand usefulness, the knowl-
! edge which he has gained will 8dd that much to his earning capacity.during the rest

/

Lﬁ% ﬁﬁwdw

LETTER NO. 4—-Countinued.

~ of his lifetime, jor he is but 25 yeard old and belongs to a family of remarkable viger .
and noted longevity. John has conle to'realize his possibilities, atid has caught a  ~=
vision of higher achievements, and-has enrolled as s regular scholar in the dsy school -

. since the night :cl::olcloaed woe .
In fagt, more one adult has fonndin tbe day ichool ‘lengthened oppommity, -
Atmthenighmhoolndommovor. Lut 'yeat » school trustee of limited edu- -
- uﬂonltlanded Aho achool ttnigbt,’puﬁyu -official duty, and also to'accompany.
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-
his wife, who was the teacher. During the session he caught & glimpse of possible
power and service, and enrolled immediately in the day school, and attended every
==, day, being taught by his wife. When the day school closed, he entered a private”
normal school, applying himself assiduoualy until summer, when he secured s cer-
tificate to teach. This year he is one of the most earnest and successful teachers
“in Rowan County and in both day and night school he manifests a spirit.of conse: '
cration only poagible to one who has come into the service along a rugged path, beset !
by many difficulties. He, &t least, can sympathize in the fullest with his adult stu- '

dents as they bénd over book. copy book or newspaper.

" As every teacher was inspired ith the idea thiat hé was upbuilding the Common-
wealth, a3 well as uplifting humanity, every citizen had pride in assisting his
neighbor to be and in making of himself a more useful factor of society and a nore

’ intelligent citizen® A man redeemed from illiteracy hecame atonce a source of pride
N and admiration to his neighbors, as well as to himself and his family, and, like most
" new converts 1o a cause, he exceeded the old adherents in zeal and loyalty and
became a most enthusiastic advocate o the cause of education, faithfully supporting
the compulsory school law, the school improvement league, the library, and all the
aida to education. . . w

The solution of many of. the problems of the day school have come about through

the night school; parents who, aiter they bhecame students and inmnates oi the achool,

came td see the necessity of certain improvements to which they had hitherto been

appare blind. In one district for 20 vears.children had hopped across thé creek

from e to another and had scrambled up a steep. slippery bank to the school.

The and grandparents had hopped and secrambled bLut a few nights until

. they discovered that a footbridge across that stream was an immediate necessity,

and the agitation for u footbridge was at once begun.
’
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