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AN

CONSOLIDA OF .RURAL SCHOOLS AND TRANSPORTATION OF
PUPILS AT PUBLIC EXPENSE.

L HISTORY AND EXTENT OF THIE MOVEMENT.

Lutroguction—* Consolidation of schools ™ is the term tsed when
twd oF more school districts are made into a single district, one schaol
i one building veplacing two or more small sehools in several bnild-
ingrs. In some States when hut two schools are replaced by one, the
new school is ealled a ** union ™ school, the term “ consolidated being
applied only when three or more schools are replaced by a single
whool, In other sections the term *consolidation™ is used only in

spenking of a school te which children ard transported at public ex-

pense.  When a single school is abandoned on accannt. of the lack of
suflicient pupils to keep it open. and the childgen attend school in a
neighboring district, the term * consolidation ™ would seldom be ap-
plied. " Consolidation in its best form takes place when schools not

forced to close for Tack of pupils ure deliberately abandoned for the -

purpose of ereating a targer school where more efticient work may be
done, or equivalent work at less expense. '

‘Ohio uses the term ™ ceptralization™ instead of © consolidation,”
a centralized schocl Leing one loeated where it may be most con-’
venient for the children of an entire township. Sometimes the
" eentralized,” wscheol is located in the village nearest the center;
sometimes it is located in the open country. Some of the Ohio
centralized schools ave housed in two or more huildings; the usual

M . W - 5
wumber, however, is but one. Many Western States hive schools
¢ which’ to all intents and purposes are consolidated Yor ceutralized

schools, although they do not replace older one-tencher schools. They

wre the original schools built to-serve Iarge territories and existing

from their first establishment as two or more teacher schools. .
The two primary motixgs in the movement for consolidation have

been and still are (1) for the purpbse of securing better educational "~
facilities, and (2) for the purpose of decreasing the cost of educa- *
tion, o1t the school district. Considerable space is given to the dig-~

cussion’of both

f these mubjects tey in_ this bgl}eﬁj;); .

-
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‘6 CONSOLIDATING SCHOOLS AND TRANSPORTING PUPILE.

The movement for consolidation has assumed several different
fofms. One iwillustrated by the “ union schools™ in North Carolina.
In this State in the past 12 years mdre thay' 1,200 small district one-

# teacher schools have been lol)lzucd by less than half that wamber of
two and three teacher scliools, all lTocated within walking distance
of the pupils’ homes. If districts o formed do not contain more
than 10 or 12 square miles of territory. agd the schools are centrally ¢
located relative to the population, no child will have an excessive
distance to walk. In a square distriet 3.5 miles on a side. «ov 12}
square miles in area, the greatest distance from any part of the,

- district to ayschool located at the geometrienl center is up]nu\im.ltcl\'
2.5 miley, and four-tifths of the t territory of the distriet ix within 14

_miles of the center. This movement in North Carolina is therefore

one of pmlml)lo wisdom. The greatest gain in efficiency in consolida-
tion comes in the making of two-teacher schools to wpl.u ¢ those with
omne teacher, The two-teacher school may be as ehicient in its elemen-
tary work as a larger one; of course it can not give the social ad-
vantages and the opportunity for high-school departments that can

be given in larger schools., .

In dxscussmg this type of consolidated school the Commissioner of

“Education, in his introductory chipter for the 1913 report. says:

1 suggest that the rural schools Le consoliduted s tuch as ean be done with-
out. too 1much lnconvenience for children or too gl"o:ut a cost for {ranspobla-
tion. 1n a enrefully tnid-out skhool district of 10 or 12 squire miles, with a
schoolhouse at or near the center, few children have to travel more thun a hile
and # balf to or from school.  Except in the worst winter wenther this is not
too far even for Bmail children to wnlk, There Is now little or no renson why
the conntry school for young children sbhoald be in sesrion when the wenther
18 worgt and not'lln gension when the wenther i3 good: and watking through
coungfy lunes, ncross fields, or aloug forest pathsabs plensant and health
glvlné In most counties In the Lastesn, \nnhel&oulh(\m. andd Middle
Westerrf States, and In mauy or the more densely populitted gounties of the
Pacific States, there 18 now a school for every flve or slx square wlles, nnd in
many cougtles a school for every three or four square mlles, The nmnifer of
gchools 18 lurger where the populntinn 18 more dense und xmaller when 1t is less
dense. ,In many countles one-rovln one-teachier schools are scattered uldng the
‘roads und across the country little wore’ (han a wlle apart. By making o
school district of 10 or 12 squnre wiles (12 aquare mlies means only 3& wiles
square), two. three, or fowr schools, and somettmes ng many -as five nchoots,
each with one or two teachers at the most, could ho Jbrought together Intv one.

- Thig consoll(lntion would give to each school " lnrger number of tenchers
and make It posslble to arganlze the school with priucipal, special tenchers for
different subjects. fewer didly lesson periods for each tencher, u better scboot
splrlt. anmong both pupils and tenchﬂ& more variety 1n studies. and many other
advantages.

Another form of the Movement,is illustrated Dy the “ partial CON o
sohdatlon,” resulting from hmntmg the nnmber of grudes in one-

T
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T HISTORY AND EXTENT OF THE MOVEMENT, . T ™

°

for children who have coitipleted these grades.  In Louisiana, for
example, 11 purishes (counties) have by nction of the parish boards
of education limited the nufmber of grades in one-tencher sehools
ustally to five.  Children completing the work of the fifth grade
are given opportunity for further education in centralized schools
to which they are transported at public expensé or paid a small
amount in liew of teansportation.  As another example I°ranklin
County. Ky., might be cited. The county isgdivided into four edu-
cational divisions, each with a division bourd of education and ecach
containing from four to pine school subdistricts.  1n each division
there has been establish€d a central school for alt children in the
division in the seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth grades.  Afler com-
pleting the tenth grade the children desiring to receive a full high-
schoel education go to the county high sthool for the work of the
eleventh and twelfth grades.

Southington Township, Conn.. has a total population of 6,516
persons and an area of approximately 36 square miles. There were
1,546 childremof schaol age, 1.413 of whom were enrolled in school in
1911-12. In the |4 school buildings in the township., 41 teachers
were employed, 7 of whon were in one-teacher schools and 4 in tw-
teacher sehools.  The small schools'in outlying digtricts do the work
of the first five grades only.  Children from these schools tuke their
sixth, seventh, eighth, and uvinth grade work in the central schools.
They attend also a central high school. Transportation expensés are
allowed, 5 cents per day tor thése living on the trolley line and 10

cents per day to the others.  This is about one-half the cost of trans-

portation. » : . \ -

The first consolidation—When consplidation. is the word is gener-*
ally understood, began in the United States is difficult to sany.” Probably
1 the.older States from very early tinges schools had heen ahandoned
for the sake of economy and the childrdent to neighboring schools.

In Massachusetts enough such instances had occurred previous to

1869 so that a question came before the legislatyre in that year as to
whether o not"chiJdren from an abandoned school district might be
transported to apdther district at publi¢ expense.  The legislature
acted favorably, and school trustees wereauthorized to pay for the
transportation of children o a neighboring district ont of the school
funds. The law reads as follows: : ]

Any town in ;l-le Commonwenlith may ‘rnire by taxation: or otherwise de

nmprn_pr'lnte' noney to be expeuded by the school comnuttee in their d&gmtion in
providing for the conveyance of puplls to and from the public schodlg.

~ Hon, Joseph White, formerly secretary of the State board of

education, stated that the act was introduced into thelegislature o

through the efforts of a }pmcticaI_ man from one o‘f the,n.ur‘al_‘_tqw_n
tory.and sparse:population, where the_oor
e }, e ._,‘.i:i.::vn,,‘,..; X

Lo g o BN AT LAY




. ’ -‘_ +
8- CONSOLIDATING SCHIO0LS AND T.ARANSPORTTNG PUPILS, . '

-problem §s how to bring equal school priv ileges to all without undue .

- taxation. The first ghildren carried to school at public expense un-
der the provisions of this act weve in the town of Quiney. in the

, eastern part of the State. 'l"wrv. im 1874 a school with less than o
doz&n children was closed ahd the pupils carvied to wnother one- . .
tencher school. the union uml\nw n school not too large for one
teacher. The district abandoning its sehool puid ¢uition and trans-
portation expehses and found the oyf®y less than the amount. whick | +
would have been required to maintain_ the old school. No special
educational .ul\nntum s enme to the pupils tr ansported, exeept from
the wesocintion with o greater number of children. -

1'he Montugue consolidated sehool —The first consolidation for the o
definite purpose of securing for the children better” educational ap-
pmtumtw appears to have ocenrred in Montague. Mass.  There, o
in 1875, as a result of a campaign conducted principally by one of
the school committee, Mr. Seymour.Roelowell, three “district ¥ schools
were abandoned und a new brick building erected at a central loga-
tion, to which the children from the abandoned districts were trans-
ported at public expense. This school is still in a flouvishing condi-
tion. It serves a territory of approximately 20 square miles. A
high-school department was addedvery soon ufter the schoolk was
established and graduated its first four-year class in 3684,
Seymbur‘ Rockwell. in 1893, wrate as follows regarding the Mon-

tague consolidated school:

<

TTor RE) years we live had the hest atgndanee from the transported children ;
no. more stekness among them. and no aceidents, Fhe children like the plan
oxceedingly. We have saveil the town at least $600 2t yenr. Al these childven
now atteind a well-equipped schoothouse at the center. The schools nre graded
everybudy ‘Ix converted to the plan,  We mnconntered all the oppoxition found
anywhere, but we asserted our seusible and legal rights and accomplished the
work. I gee no way of bringhg the eotintry =ehools up but® to consolidate
theta, making them worth seelng: then the people will be more likely to do
thetr (hlt\- by vislting them. ;

With its Inrgest attendance the sehool enrolled about 175 pupils, *
‘wore than one-fourth of whom were in high-school grades. Pupibs
- . came to the high school from neighboring districts, which were able

to take care of efementary pupils, locally, but wanted.the @pecial
high-school Ol)p()l‘tllllltleq The (‘hlldrcn were transported n six
3 sclmol wagons, and later in five wagons and one trolley car.

* The totsl nnmber of children tgansported in 1912-13 was 85, at
a total expenditure of $1,5(0.82, or 10 oontmper pupll,per dogg
Each driver received an avernge of $1.70 per day, or $312 per year,
and carried an average of 17 children. The shortest route is 2 miles,
dhe longet,t 4.5 _miles. The drivers, furnish their own wagons and
20 teams. . The wngons must be lnclosedtm stormy weatlier and equipped
) —m:th struw - or-Fugs under- foot ahd wnth sobes: " The dr1Vers are under 5

e v‘&té;,.‘_b “g}:rpr en
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HISTORY AND EXTENT OF THE MO\«'EMEI‘IT. 9

contrast with the school authorities and must ¢over the routes on
schiedule time. They have full authority over the children while
on the roind and enforce good conduet,  The wagons do not stop at
all the houses where pupils live, bt follow routes laid ont by the
school authorities, picking up the childien along these routes. .

From the beginning the history of this consolidated school s one
of satisfaction. The building was made modern in every respéet.
It was heated by hot air and properiy ventilated amd Hehted, T
had indoor toilets and running water from o neighboring hillsidg
spring. The-majority of its high-scliool teachers have heen college
graduites; its elementary tenchers yndunl graduates.  The high+
school department was among the first country high ~chools in the
State to be put upon the aceredited list by the New England college
entrance hoard. > 09"

The 39 years of its existence has given ;n.:plv‘npp(.ll'umit.\' to com-
pare ‘the value of the consolidated school with the one eacher
school and to work out satisfactorily many of the problems in con-
“nelion with public transportation.  The high-<choel department
fres afforded an opportunity’ for a constant comparison of the work
of pupils whose clementary schooling was received in the consoli-
dated” schoel and these whose elementary schooling was received in
swrrounding one-teacher gchools,  The comparizon brivgs ont mneh
eviddence in favor of the consolidated school work as the more offi-
cient.  Also fhere has been afforded an opportunity to study the

%

advantages and disadvantages of transportation in school wagons
under school anthoriiy and in public electric cars. 'I‘h'cwxpc.rion(':\'\
has resulted in a sentiment in fuvor of the scliool wagons.  Little
disorderly ennduct er improper speech ever occurred on the wagons,
while Dboth ocenrred more or less frequeptly on the ears. The wagon
drivers. beeause they were engaged by the school board. were recog-
« nized Dy the children as in authority: the carmen were-not so
recognized. 4 0 .
The Coneord consolidated school —The second consolidated school
in the United States was probably on® established in Concord, Mass,
A central building was erected in 1879, replacing several gne-teacher
schools.  Concord aut thgt time,™with the township, ineluded about
4,000 inhabitants.” The arpa was about 25 square miles. For sehool-
administration purposes it was diviged into two village distriets
and five rural districts.  Prior to 1879 the common schools were 12
in number, occupying .11 +housed. Five of these schools were in the
. central village; two, in the same building, were at West Concord;
the remaining five were in the outlying farming distrjets. The
dist ricg schoolhouses were it distances of from 14 10 3 miles from the .-
center. At the center was a high school to which pupils. came froim : .«

all parts-of the township, . Thé new/ building was éa led the: B o
=¥ ‘.i=;~;’>{‘l»:i‘::-,’.,fcl:_::, 0 e AR R g "Tl;‘%u;&.&_— AT ]
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School and éontnined eight.rnoms.L 'ﬁen first opened it mplacedr the
five schools of the central village. . The follawing acconnt of the
absorption of the district schools by the Emerson School is given by  «
W. L. Eaton, formerly superintendent of schools of Concord, Mass.!

In 1879 the school in district 7 was Xlosed and the children comveyed to the
qtef. because the committee “* did not Yeel jugtiﬂed in keeping the school open-
for the mmall number of pupils attending it.” About the name time the grammar- .
school pupils in district 2 weve directed to attend the centegasctioot and *to
muke théir own way thither.”” In 1881 Supt. Tileston reports that the chiidren
of district 7 * have been earried to the school of the village for more than a year. 2
The parenta were at firrt mostly opposed to this conrse. They seem now en-”
*’tlrelv satisfied and would not have thelr old school if they could” In 1881
the pnrents in district 2 pefitioned the committee to close their school and con-
vey their chlidren to the center. A counter petition was sent iu, however. before
action had been taken. The committee, preferring to wait for s more perntanent
séntiment, did not close the school. Tu the sume year the school In dlstrict §
was c[gsed withont opposition. An uttomm to close at the same time the school
in.district 6 met with o strenuons opposition that the committee did not per- .
gist in closing it. In their next report (1852), thescomiittee refer to their
actlon as “follows:
‘Tt has not heen the policy here to bring the ch\ldrep of the outslde dirtricts
to the central schdolg unless the voters of the (l’letrl(t desire it. When the

cumber of -puplls is less than 10, the committee feel that they are not war- |
ranted o incurring the expense of keepling a seperate school, |

®hey also urge that— 2 ’ ‘

it 18 n guestlon which the paretts in the outer dirtricts of the town sbhonld I
connider carefully. whether the lnstruction at the center of the town Is not
better, a8 well a8 chenpgr, than it can be made in thelr own schools, aud what .
is their duty in such a case. :
In 1885 the school ln district 3 was closed at the 1eqneqt of the loeal mems-

ber of tHe school cominittee. -In 1887 the parents In district 2 petitioned the
committee to convey their children to the center. The committee acted promptiy
and .begen-to convey the children. A counnter petition then was sent in, but an
fnvestigation was made, and the committee. conruiting what they “believed to
be the best interesta of the children.' denled the second petition. . In the same
year-the achool in district 6 was closed by vote of the comittee, and the scheme
_of consolidation was effected. '

. The apprehensions of the owners of real estate_that a depreciation of values
would result if the local schools were closed have Proven to he groundless. The
natural reluctanct of parents to send their young childgen so far from home and
for ail day. to attend the cengter school, has vanighed.\\The children are con-
veyed in comfortable vehiclés fitted up for their nccommlation. They are in
SNES chnrge of trusty drivers en route. and at noon they are under the espechu enre
. of one of the teachers, who has an extra copgipensation for the mervice. ¥When

it is practicable, a farmer living near the extreme end of the district in
employed to convey the childven. Often the farmer’s wife drives the convex-
ance—an arrangement that meets the entire approval of the school committee.
i and 1s, yerhapo. the most satistactory one possible. As a rule the committee do
" nof approve of ln*imstlns the duty to the-hired man. Three 2-horse barges and

" two 1-hom wagous are ln use at present. All these vehicles nre ftted with
i U N mnnlng lencthwloe and are-closed or open at sides and ends as the

o
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rhs'rqmr AND EXTENT OR THR MOVEMENT, . 11

The driver starts from or near the remote eud of his district and drives down

the principal thoroughfare, tnkiug up the children nt thelr own doors or at croes-
street corners, -

The attendunce of the (-lxifdrou conveyed is several per cent better than that
of the village children, und 1t is far bigher than it was In the old district
schoole, This is not stinnge when one reflects that the chiildren nre taken at or
near their own doors amdl conveyed to school without exposure in stormy
wenther aud with entire comfort in cold or fnowy wesither. Diaciplue in the
txlrringes is maintained readily. as the driver has Ymthorlly to put out any
unruly child.  The clhildren are conveyed frow 14 to 3} miles. The cost of
transportation i about $50 per week. It i3 estimated that it would cost $70 a
week to waintain rehouls in all the districss. The mlm_l)er of tenchers in the
center xchool is not increarned Ly the consolidation, as the 30 to 100 ehildren
,frq,u‘l the districts are ‘digtributed quite uniforily among the various rooms. )

Other consolidation in Maszachusetts—Following the Concord
consolidated schools came others in the neighboring townships. -
Progresswas slow, however. In 1882 the State abandoned the single
district organization and adopted thé township unit organization.
Since that time each township. including the village, town, or city,
has been a school unit. with its_school affzirs managed by a single
school board.  With the adoption of this form of organization con-
solidation hecame much’ easier, and the movement advanced more
rapidly. In 1888 104 townships out of a total of 240 in the State
were spending money for the conveyance of pupils. In the school .
year 1886-89 the amount paid for that purpose was $22,118.38. "In
1891-92 160 townships and cities were paying a total of $38,726.07 for
transportation. A stndy made by Mr. Eaton, superintendent of Con- .
cord, who obtained datn from 135 towns in 1892, showed that 15 of
these towns were transporting high-school pupils only. The f#main-

ing 120 towns, prior to the beginning of the movement to consolidate, 4
had supported 632 outlying schools. In 12 years 250 of these had .
been closed. .

In regard to the sntisfaction given by the plan, Mr. Eaton has the
following to say: '

~

The tensons for closing rehools were given:as “financial and educational.”
In many of the towns of t‘ne‘ Rtate depopulntion of the districts outslde of the
viflages has mude it cheaper to transport to other schools than to teach them in
slitn, * ¢ * In ather towns the dedire to make strong central schools aod
the purpose to give all of the children of the town the benefit of better apph
ances, better teachers, and better supervision have heen the dominant motives
to determine consolidation. * * * -fghere §8 a substantlal agreement in the o
afirmative that results have been satisfactory. ' . @ o
In 1898, Mr. G. T. Fletcher, agent »f .t Massachisetts Board of |
Education, made an inquiry in the State concerning .the extent of . <
consolidation and the result frem an educational and financial view. - i
% poifit. About 200 towns out of the 240 in the State reported., Mop# - i

oo that oy oud -
Jo clow.did wodolldate sdie whools, 7

. than: 65 per cent of this. number, reported

o
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Mouvements of population inside town or city limits. as well as the
-exodus of people from many tqwns, had led to the closing of schools,
but had not necessarily involved the transportation of pupils. The
different towns reported from } to 10 schools as having been closed.
As a rule, consolidation was partial only. In a few towns it was.
" complete. Tn a few instances congolidation was accomplished “at
one stroke.” Most frequently, however, it was accomplished gradu-
~ally. In 25 instances it wasaacomplished by tuking pupils from the
bigher grades to a central’ higl’x-school building. The inquiry re-
vealgd that 60 per cent df the towns reporting consolidation stated
that The cost to the town was less than the old plan and the results
better: 15 per cent that the cost was the same and the results better:
8 per cent, the cost mare and the results better; 8 per cent, the cost
more, but the results not stited. In the remainidg 9 per cent the
cost and the result were not gtated. The inquiry also showed the
attitude of the public toward the policy of consolidation as-seen by
the school authorities—70 per cent of the people approved the policy
and 30 per cent opposed it. . .
In 1895 the State provided- for its sparsely vettled portions “ union
supervisory districts,” composed of two or more of the smaller town-
ghips, and required the employment of professionally trained super-
intendents, approved by the department for each district. This
action further stimulated consolidation. At the present time the
State has compar‘ntively few one-room schools left. J. E. Warren,
until recently an agent of the State board of education, in n letter
to the Bureau of Education in 1912, reported that there were then
‘Jess than 900 one-room schools in the State. That is, fewer than 900 -
T‘ teachers out of 15,079 employed in the Stdte wery in one-teacher
schools. - -
An iden of the extent ¢f the consolidation movement in the State
may be gained from the following figures, shmy{,ng the ¢xpenditures
of public-school superintendents for transportation each year since

: the State board of education began collecting such information:
T‘f ' Aggregate coat of conveyance in M assachusctts,
. Amount ' Amount
9 o cxpended. * cxpeaded.
o 188880 ... mmmmmms $22,118,8% | 1001-2. . ... ... $105,506.91
. 188000 ... 24,145.12 | 10023 . ... 178, 207. 64

e /141,768, 80 | 39!
s s |

e
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| calll HIBTORY AND EXTENT OF THE MOVEMENT, . . g

Consolidation in Ohio.—jhé movement spread-from Mussadhusetts

to other Northeastern States and the, West and:South, until now it=

is doubtful if a State can-be found in the Unton without several §x-
amples of snccessful consolidated schools. Ohio and Tndiana*took

" hold of the iden earlier than most of the other States. Consolida-

tion was easier to establish in these States than in the great majority
of States, because both Ohio!® and Indiana, like Massachusetts, are
organized on the township basis. except that in OQhio and Indiana
cities and towns may be independent school districts, with their

schools separate in cvery way from the rest of the schools in the .

township. -

The first consolidated school in Ohio was the Kingsville School,
in Ashtabula County.- A. B. Graham. in a bulletin of the Ohio State
University, says: ' {

In 1802 the Wingsville Townuship board of edacation was confromted with the

necessity of providing a new school hullding.  Thelr schools were small, and
the per caplla expense wasy unduly large. It was Bnally: agreed to trunsport
the children of the township to Kingsville, which was one df the district schools
of the township., For the cost of transportation o special LI was introeduced
into the general. assembly and becume a law April 17, 18, 'I‘lxe‘mensure
applied  only to Kifgsville Township. In the succeeding generanl assewnbly
another measure was passed for the relief of tly countlex of Sturk, Ashtabula,

aud Portage.  On April 5, 1808, the genern! asseinhly pusred a genernl law on -

the mubject. In 1897, one yenr before #he law was made genernl, Mad River
Township, In Champ#ign County; truasported 18 children to Westville rather
than establish a new subdistrict and bulld a new schoollionse. This wus the
first step toward establishing a centralized school in western Ohfo.

A law of Ohio, approved April 25, 1904, authorized the hoard of
education in any township to suspend schools in any or all sub-
districts in the township and convey pupils to a centralized school,
with the provision ghat no school with an average daily attendance
of 12 or more could be abolished agninst the opposition of the ma-
jority of the voters in the district. Following the passage of this
law, the movement for consolidation progressed rapidly. In 1910,
there were 178 centralizdd or consolidated schools in the State; 49

of these were township schools serving the entire township. In 1912,

there were 192 townships out of 1,370 in flie State with their schpols
completely or partially centralized. The new school laws of 1914,

given elsewhere in this bulletin, are intended to promote nore rapid

centralization.

Consolidation in Indiana.—Consolidation in Indinna was first

ngitated by Caleb  Mills in 1856. Nothing of importance, however,
was done until 1889, when the legislature passed an act recognizing

the right of township trustées to pay for the transportation - of

pupils.to.consolidated. schools. - In 1912, there. were-in the State:580

v

+ e, 2N A

tawnsliip baxis o the county in July, 1014,

hia'a

stributed in 18.0f the 99 counties inthe State.

-
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There were still, however, 6,962 of the old-district schools left, so
that thete is room for much further consolidation. Approximately
37 per cent of the rural children in daily attendance are in consoli-
dated schools.

i Some of the principal facts in regard to consolidation in Indiana,
taken from the annual report of the State superintendent of public
instruction for 1911-12, are as follows: X
Number of consolidated schools________ __________ _______ . 589

- Number of district schools rewnining S S 5
Number of regulur school wagons_ . _____________________________ 1. 446

v Number of other vehicles used lu transporting school chilidren. 532
Cost of regular wagous per day._____._______________ ____ .. $2. 24
Totnlgcost of all wagons per dny_______________________«______ $3, 218. 0
Total cost of trnusportation per Venr__ e errer e -2 $477,110. 00
Average cost per child per year______ SRS S U S Y $10. 04
Average length of route, 'n milles_______________.________ . _____ 4.5
-Average length of time children are in wagons, in minutes________ 81
Per cent of hmproved ronds traveled by wagous_ . _____ 7
Average-dnily attendince iu.cousolidated schools. ______________ 31, 314
Average dally atteudnnce in district scbools__ . ______ 85. 583

- Consolidation in other States.—Massachusetts, Ohio, and Indianu

have established a greater proportion of consolidated schools than

: any other States. The extent of the movement in all of the States is

given in the following pages. It will be noticed that the movement

has gone furthest in States witR large administrative units for school

affairs—that Js, in those with the county or the tognship organiza-

tion: and that it has made little headway in States with the small
“school district” unit, except in a few where a relatively large -
' amount of financial aid is given by the Stat® as a stimulant. The |
New England States, and New Jersey, Ohio; Indiana, and North
* Dakota, ﬁll of which have many consolidate] schools, are organized |
for school management on the township basis. Virginin, North Car-
olina, Louisiana, and Tennessee, which also have many consolidated
or union schools, are organized on the county basis. Washington
and Minnesota, the only States orgunized on the single-district unit
that have made much progress in consolidation, have done so on

- account of special State aid. yF =

< "_ The dependence of the movement for conso]idn?'(n upon the form
" of organization is well illustrated by the States of Indiana and
Tllinois, the first with about 600 consolidated schools, the second
with less than 50. Indiana is organized on the township basis, so
that all the schools in any township are under the control of one
agency. Illinois is organized on the “district” basis, the district
being usually in rural territory, the areasberved by a single school.
Each district bas.three trustees to manage the affairs of -the school
and 4o vegulate the worlc of thi teacher. Thé State has more than

e — Dl atsgted dhe couaty wtt beds i 01
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10,000 oue-teacher schools; these 10,000 schodls, with 10,000 teachers
are managed by 30,000 trustees. Consolidation under sych conditions
12 diffienlt, since it means the formation of new districts out of two
or more old districts, which is accomplished only after an mljustment
lhas been reached of the business affairs and the jealousies of the old
districts. Experience shows that sometimes the district trustees are
the most difficult persons in the district to convince of the ndvzmtnges
of consolidation. The honor of serv ing in their pusition is sweet to
them and given up reluctantly.

The—two—states—organized for the. mmage.nent of rural school
affairs on the single-djstrict basis, which have made notable progress
in consclidation, are, as has been stated. Washington and Minnesota.
Washington pays from the State schotl funds to consolidated schools
an annual bonus of $170 for each school abandoned less one; to illus-
trate, if six districts combine and establish a single consolidated
school, the Jew schoo} receives each year from the State five times
$170. In Minnesota, previous to 1912, practically no consolidations
were effected. In 1911 the ](‘.glbllltllle pussed the Holmberg Act,
described miore in detail elsewhere in this bulletin'  Under it con-

solidated schools are classified and aided from State funds. The |

firstvenr under the operation of the act 141 old districts were formed
inﬁf‘rﬂ new districts.  Nortlr Dakota, Missburi, Wisconsin, and Iowa.
adopted. in the 1913 session of their legislatures, measures somewhat
similar to the Holmberg Act.

The following interesting statement of the beginnings of consoli-

" dation in Louisiana is by the State superintendent of public instruc-

tion. Louisiana is organized on the county basis, the parish (county)
hoard of education having complete control of the edueational affairs
of the parish,

How Louisiana hegan comoll}laﬂon.—Tl;(f consolidation idea {n T.ouiriana had-
fts birth in 1002 and was due to a cyclone. In the parish of Lafayette, n cy-»
clone dest?oyed a one-room 8choolhouse located ahout 6 mlles from the town of
Rcott. This occurred during the sessioh, and as the bullding of n new school-
house would cause the children to be out of school for a moutl of so, twe
public-kpirited cltizens, members of the school board. DrgyMoss and Mr, Judice,
proposed to furnish n wagonette temporarily nt their own expense to be used
in transferring the children who had been attending the little school that was
denstroyed to the schoel located in the towu of Scott. Thelr proposition was ac-
cepted by the board aud the new plan put into operation. The iden worked
out 80 successfully that the board decided not to rebuiid the house, but to put
ln & permanent wngonette. Other communities in Lafayette heatrd of the new
plan and petitioned the school board to place their children in central graded
schools, In & year or so Lafayette parish had made practically every con-

‘solidation that was possible ind wap operating a large number of wagonettes fu

which children were transported to central. schools, Graduslly the iden worked

e




18 CONSOLIDATING 6CHOOLS AND TRANBPORTINGPUPILS.

“The system now Is general throughont Louisluba, practically every parish in
..the Btate having consoliduted saclhools .xu(l wmost of them operuting school
transfers.

The nuber of strictly conwlidated country schools is 210, and the nwmber
of school wagunettes in nse Is 259. The average monthly cost of operating
wagonettes I8 £18, and the uverage number of, children transported Is 17. The
following statistics will give u falrly correct idea of cousolidation in this State.
‘These statlstics relate to white schools only and are for 1912,

Number of schools of one teucher, 1,486 ; two tenchers, 351; three teuthers 89;
four or more teachers, 117.

Several methods of transportation are employed in different parishes, In
sonie cnses the schodl board operntes the wigonette and tenm and employs a
man at 8o much per month to earry the children to and from school: In other
instances the board buys the wagonette and employs a driver who furnishes his
own tenm. In many cases the schwol bourd furnlshes no wagouette, but pays
-each parent iJving béyond a certaln distance from the school a certain monthly
allownnee for each day that his chiidren attend the school.  In still other caxes
the board Ilfmits the number of grades in the one-room schools, and all ghildren
_of that community in bigher grades are pald so much per day for attending a
- achool which hus higher grades, Each plan Is working successfully,

STATUS OF CONSOLIDATION IN VARIOUN RTATES.!

Alabuma.—From 1912 to 113 there was a decrease of from 4,500 to 4,419
public #chioola In the State. This decrense was due almost entively to the estub-
lshment of * unton schools " : that s, n one or two teacher school in a1 single
bullding tuking the place of two separate old schools,  Consolidated sclivols
with public transportation ure found only in afew instances, In Mobile (;nnnty.
the only patrt of the State where public funds may be used for trausportation,.
there are flve consolldate:l schooly, and. in Sumner and Geneva Countles there =
are onc¢ each, with pupils transporterl ut private expense.  Ten schiool wagons .
and twelve private conveyauces are used to transport the children to thexe

" rehiools. The average route iy 3.5 miles.
4rizona~The school law authorizes consodntion und trunsportation at
public expense. Under the provisions of this law many districts have puited
aud built Letter school hufldings aud Lbrovided better schools, but no case is
reported where puplis are transported to such schools at public expense.
Arkansgs.— The basis fur the work of consolldation of school districts In the
State was fixed 1u the pussage by tbe legislature in 1911 of un act which pro-
vides in a comp’ehenshe way for the consolldation of two or more adjncent
rehool districts by vote of the people of the districts to be nffected. RBofore the
pssage of this act, there was no adequate lnw for the cousoiidation of dis-
tricts and there bad been compuratively ilttie done in the way of consolidation.
- With the new lnw ns a husis for work, i good beginning Lins been made. On
B Jaunary 1, 1812, Mr. J. L. Bond was appointed sMfervisor of rural schools. He
- 18 cooperating with county ruperintendents. examiners, und teachers, in this*

D campaign of education for cousolldntion. The number of new consolidnte]
b #chools establiahed 8o fur is 18; approximately 226 districts have been reduced
e to 75. Transportatlon of puplls at Qistrict expense has been begun’ln most of
theae cases. There are about 24 wagons in use, paid for out of publi¢ money.

g .“The conplidated work I8 being well reflelved, and the people are more gf
© more bomlng to teallze and know' that consolldatlon offers a safe, sane, and

v

“( 1/ThJ statement baé been ‘complied from the'latest avajlablé Btate repbrts, supplekouted .°

by official ggrmponden R ¢ Amnxwgqm;:»homu. even the. Btate depa mtp are g
- wnable to furaish isformation on’ consolidation hat 1 ge¢ at lcut 2 yoirs ol . 5
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4. GARFIELD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL, GARFIELD, WASH,
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|

i

i &

4

L

i

i

2

[

CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS
in
NORTII DAKOTA

(3 - T '
e | . ~ e B sl
[ ] [ ] aouge®
. To L] L) [ . .
L a " 2 n® ® -
b . ot an [N MY RN
I [ I ® -~ ®) N Ly
| L Cums e o g
» » : [ . O
, " e og. b
[} S Be ..
5 * g '] e |90 e [
At - - ] g
¢ 1® Py
P a2 s
' ~— Y e Og0 o o 4 ‘ L
. s
[T S Fr
B [T [ RY IR ° -
Fony
3 0% oo |®

) v
o Town Consolidated Schools

R I 41
s 0pen Country Consalidated Schools 10t
" ".:l,.l{.l'.-‘::“.l..ul:-d i N 27'

B. CONSOLIDATION IN NORTH PAKOTA.




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-

STORY AQ EXTENT OF THE MOVEMENT. 17

praetical plan for bullding up strong schools in the ruril communities of the
Ntate” (G. B. Cook, Stnie superintendent of public instruction.)

Culifornie, = Culifornia ha® had on its statute books for ubout 10 yents a
Liw permitting the consolidutlon of schools and the tramsportation of puplis ut
pablic expense, but hax not us yet made wlde use of either iden. ‘The ditfcuity
seems to he jnertia and a reluctance to give up the little home schoolbouse,
T'here are perbaps u duzon consolidated schools In the Stutes, and they lhave
beewvery suceessful. .Our. laws for transportation nuthorize high schools to act: i
to any extent In transporting- their children snd elementary schools to a llﬁ)lt
of 15 cents per day per pupil A(Ivnntugy has been taken of this more exten-
stvely, and with satisfactory results,  Several schools- have employed automo-
hiles or autotrucks to transport the children. ‘I'hese are swift, efficlent, and
sutisfactory. Many high schools nnd rurul &chools have operated school wagons
with  excellent resuits”’ (li(l\\':lrd Hyutt, Ktute superintendent of publle
instruction.)

Colorado,—In June. 1912, .lL('ordlng to thc State superintendent of public in-
structlon, there were 13 consolidated schools in the State, to which 850 children
were transported at publie expense, the cost belng £1. "{)yer ¢hild per month.: In
the following year seven additlonal consoltdations were made.

Connecticut.—According to the annual report of the State bourd of educatlon
for 1011, consolidution of schools begun in 1SPT-08.  In that yenr 84 schools,
located in 44 differant fownships, were closed. and the children transported to
ather schools. From 1897 to and tncluding 1912, 1,151 schoolé have heen closed.
In 1911-12, 3,481 children were trungported at publle expense, the total cost for
tranzporiation being §82.465.07. In uddition to this nmount, $32.668.57 was paid
for the transportation of high-school pupils.

I)(‘Iuf{'ur('.—\'or.\' few ‘consolidations have been effected.  As €ur as informa-
tion bus been obtained. no childrengire transported at pablic expense.

- Floridg.—The nnununl repoft of the State departinent of public instruction for
1912 states that ** 12 counties in the State hnve made falr progress in the con-
solldation of schools.” No data are availuble to show the extent.

Georgia—In 1911 Georgla gave legal sunction specifically to consolidntion and
transportation at public expense. According to the figures collected by the State

" dbpartment of edweirftion, there were, in 1913, 109 consolidated schools, to which

1928 jsupils were traunsported at public experise tn 141 wagons. The nverage )
cost of transportation per child per yenr was $10.03. In a few comtles sonie-
thing bad been done before this act was p.mxed Fulton and Iancock having
done perlulpy‘more than aty others.

Idaho’—Several consolldated schools are found in the State. The Twln Falls
consolidated district is 42 square miles in extent, and cbildren sre transported .
in 17 wngous Jerome (usu lct Bfs an aren of 220 Aquare miles, a total earoll-
uent of 383 pupils, and an. average dally attendance of 330. Much of the dis-
trict, bowever, 18 unsettied. l‘lle\on wagons convey pupils to and from the school. ™

Ilinots.—In 1913 there were 40 consolidated schools In the State, “ The
consolidatiogyof districts and the estubilshment of centralized schools has been
making slow progress. In ¢very-legisluture for 10 years n vigorous effért to
secure legislatlon which would facilitate this movement his been made, but
has falled. The Farmer's Institute, the State university, and quite a num-
jh of county superintendents have favored the measure. Conservative people
dislike to make the change. They dread the long drive to the schoolhouse and
fear that the condition of the roads will make- it impracticable, But the
effective opposmon comen from certnin landlords, nnd cettum prlvam school
mtem . ) "f? LI . . . .
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18 . .CONSOLIDATING SCHOOLS AND TRANSPORTING PUPILS,
.. %At Seward, in Winnebago County, the first consolidated school was Putib-
lished I 1901, Three districts were united, and a four-room school has since,
been molntained. ‘Fransportation of pupils has not been undertaken, The
school does not differ from the villuge schools of the same number of rooms
and texchers. ' .
“ Near the viilage ¢f McNabb, in Putnam County, Mr. John Swnney gu\e 20
acres of fine land, mifd three districts untted. The bhullding cost about $20.000).
A four-room school is mmintalhed, having n full four-year high-gcbool course,
agriculture being one of the studies carrvied through the four years, The
school is locnied tn the open country and s in fact an up-to-date rural school.
There ure few wschools in.the euntire country that put into practice 80 wany

‘advanced ideas us this wchool. 1t is patronized Ly the advaneed pupils of all

the, country round. Only the best qualiied teachers are »mplu)od I'upils
were transported at first st public expenre. but on complaint of tux]myerﬂ the
circult court enjoined the authoritles from doing so, and tow the expense of
running wagous 18 paid by private subscription. ¢

The Hurlem School, just outstde the city Hmits of Rockford. in W innebago
County. was formed by the union of four districts, through which an inter-
urban ratlrond extends. LiKe the John meey School, it puts into practice
modern fdens of rural education. *

“The $cottiand School, Edgar County; district” 115, Woodford County ;
Hindshoro School, Dogglns County ; and Buncomb &chool, Johnson County, are
located in swall villages, one or two distriets having been annexed. They
differ little from ordinary villagé schools.

“Phe most extensive consolidation has just tnken place in Paw Paw Town-
ship, in DeKalb County. The territory comprises about 36 sections of land,
Eight dietrlcts have beem donsolidated and a $30,000 bullding erected. ‘Truns-
portutlon s nbsolutely necessary in this district, and the authorities hawve
undertaken it.

(Consolidntion will not advance rapidiy uutil the law 13 80 changed as to
pormll it without the danger of a lawsuit.” (F. G. B]alr. State superintend-
ent of ‘public iustruction, 1012.) o

Indiana.—Indiana had 589 Lonsolldnted #chools in 1912, attended daily by
31,314 children. Informativn concerning Indiava has been glven in the first
pages of this bulletin.’

Iowca.—1In the annunl State school report fork1911-12. Iowa reports the
followlng statistics regardlung the consolldation in that State for the year
ended June 30, 1912, A study of the nttendance and cost of sowme- of these
consoliduted schools as compnred=with ‘distriet schools is glveu in anbther place
in this report. .

\ Total number of consolidated schools______________________ )
With 8 grades in course. -
‘With 10 grades in eourse. ... ____.___.
With 11 grades in course ..
With 12 grades fu conrse____ .. .o ...
With 13 grades In course . .o - e
Number of schools abundoned before Jwme 30, 1911 ___.__.___

Numbér of schools abandoned after June 30, ) E1) ) VORI
Number ‘of pupills from abandoned sachools in consolldnte&
BChOOIB o e mmmgeemm e a o 1,
Number transported at public expense-__-_' _____ -
. . Number of school wagons. ... ...___..

»* Total cost of transportation.
. 'I'otal enrollment...- .- , ‘
\Average dally attendance----;_-._ ..... s
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Kanaas.—* The first consolidated school in Kunsag was :stablished in 1806,
Siuce then 76 othersn have been organized and are in operation. Between
6,000 and 7.000 pupils are In attendance ut these schools. The area served by
them I8 somethlug more than 1.200 square Iniles. Many of these schools
bave established high-school courses. some of them with the full four years.
In every tnatarfee the movement has proved to be an unqualified success,

“As i many other States, the number of schoals in Kansas having small
enrollment or avernge daily attendance s very great. To overcome this condi-
tion and to render the schools renily etlicient, consolidation seems to be the only
remedy. That more ruphd progress hag not been made s due chiefly to thz
objection of violating the traditiong and to the fear that consolidation may
weunn incrensed ex;x-lmo.. In the light of our Knnsax experience, it 18 my jidg-
ment that State ald should be provided for*all consolidated districlts. This aid
onght not to he considerable, but wauld prove a temptation that would overcome
much of the present inertia. I can not apenk too strongly of the entlre success
of this movement, nud believe that it is one of the most complete solutions of the
present rural schogl' problem.” (E., T. Fairchild, then State leerlntendem of
publi¢ instruction, 1912))

Kentwekpy.—The first consolidated school in the State was d Mays Llick,
Mason County, effected in 1911, l~‘urther information u)ucernhlg this school
i8 given 4n another part of thig’ bulletln.‘ Three other cunsoltdated schools
were establiahed in the county in 1912, | Fuyette County hns three consolidated
schools; Madigon Coanty, 1; and Garrard County. 1; all of these were effected
in 1912, A grent Interest In consolidation exists i the State at the preﬂent
time, ‘due to the appolntment Iu 1912 of approxininely 70 smpenlsors work-
Ing as assistants to county superintendents, who are all carrying out a cimpaign
of educ ;niun ax to the advantages of consolidatton.  The movement has been
heiped also by the establirhment of over 200 demonstration schouls. each of
which is s center for the surrounding district schools, and many of which are
beginnlnug to take care ur the pupils in the upper grades for the surrounding
schools.

Loutsiana.—Consolidation in Louisiana began In 1902. 1n 1912 there were
210 consolidated schools in the Stater with 259 wagons, each transporting an

-average number of 17 children. The cxtent of the‘om«)ndntlon mgvewment

nuy be gather¢d from the following Hgures, which
fgr white children only:

e for the rural schools

Number of one-teacher 8chOOlS o oo ______ S 1, 486
Number of two-tencher nehools o ________>.____ e memat am1
Number of three-teacher schoola__ __ . _______________________ R
Number of four or more teacher schools_ __ __________________ 117

Further information concerning the Louisiana xchools Is gliven in another
pluce in this bulletin.”

There were several con&)lldntlonu during the year 1913. The number of one-
tencher schools decreased 115. Mr. C. J. Brown, State,sbupervisor of rural
schools, says in regard to the preserit ovemenf: * No'definite reports along this

line have been recelved at this om('e Cousolidation ls taking place all of the

time, but it has become s0 fixed'n policy a8 not to create any comwent nor
require any special campaiguiug, except in rarve instances.” -

Maéne.—* The discontinuance of a school and its cousolldatlon with another
i2 accomplished in any of these three waxs:

“(1) By operation of the statute which forbids, with certaln exceptions, the

continuance of a school. that has failed for the precgdlnz achool year to mam- . '

tain an average aftendance of elght puplls; or— T
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*{2) By uq.lon of the towuship school commlttee which has authority
granted by law, to discontinue for a period not to exceed one year any school
it believes to be too small for profituble maintenance; or—

*“¢8) By uction of the citizens through the town meeting.

* It will be noted that the second method does not provide for permanent dis-
Pontlnuanoe schools are actually discontinued permunently oniy by the first or
third method.

* Maine does not have the district system the uctlon of the residents of any

vemmunity I8 without force. Of course, the timent of the local community
18 an important factor when any nction’ ré{n:vne to the status of its school’is
contemplated either by a school committee or by the town itself. In general it
should be snid that local sentiment is strongly against consolidation. and the
discontinuance of a school 1s very rarely uccompllshed wtthout strong protest
from school patrobs. .
- A general statute provides that the superintending school commmee sfhall
pass'final judgment on the necessity of conveyance of pupils. When the com-
mittee adjudges the distance from a child’s rexldence to the school is too great
to require the child to wolk, then the superintendent of schools must recure
conyeyance for nll or a part of the distance, or he may, if specially authorized
by. the committee. provide bonrd in pince of conveyance.

* Under jhe operation of these statutes there have been discontinued approxi-
mately 700 schools. Probabiy the majority of permanent discontinuances have
come nbout through the first method described.

“ Dhuring the school 'ymr of 1912-13. 7,183 pupils were conveyed to school at
the expense of the towns Thisyimmber represents a little less than 6.per cent
of the common-school enroliment. The conve_vnnce cost the,towns approxi- 3
mately $155,264.

. There has bheen very “little school consolidation In Maine of the kind tlmt

e mkee a number of one-room schools and establishes in thelr place n school of
several rooms. Consolidation hag tanken the forin of uniting two or three very
small one-room rural schools into a single one-room &chool, or of employing a
¥Illage school as a nucleus and building it larger to nccommodate the combined
schools.” (Payson Rmith, State superintendent of public schools, 1612.)

Maryland —Comparantively little hns been done in the State in conrolidating
schools except the &cuvity of the past year -or two. Scattered throughout ghe
Btate are several lnstances of consolidation.” Montgomery County, for instance,
.has the Poolesville consolidated school. with public transportation, effected in
1011. and two others effected in 10]" Baltimore nnd Prince George counties
have several.

b Massachusetts.—Information concerning the bistory and extent of the move-
~ - ment in Massachusetls 18 given in the first pages of this bulletin.! !

I? lllchlgtm —The State superintendent reports that there are few consolidnted

r’:

% schools in the State, and that no data have bgen collected by~the Btate depart-
i ment in regard to the half dozen:or so which do exist. A report of the Com-. =~
> stock” consolidation, abandoned after sovera} years trial, {s given lnter tn this
bulletin.
"« Minnesota.—* Consoﬂdatlon as a State-wide educational. policy n Mlnnesotn
_-began with the passage of the Holmberg Act® in 1911. This law proyides the -
b ;qﬁncemm of generous Btate afd for consnlidated schools and fixes standards

i "*;9; ares .of° dlstrlct, buliding, equipment, beachen qualmcutions, lndustrlal 0 |
“eonrlai. and ttansportatlon. : ) O

= “W =7 2 =
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* Previous to 1911, Minnesotn had only 9 consolidated schools. During the
vear 1012 there have been over 60 cstablished. The 0l type was only a schcol
of more thap one department and reveaied all the faults of the one-room dis-
trict school. , The new type, under the guidance of the State . department of
public instruction, s an institution with d!stincthe features.

* 1. The bnilding {8 modern in arrangement, ‘is equipped with centrul heating
ilant, fan ventilation, and a water-pressure system for flush cloxets, and bub-
Lling drinking fountains. Lighting, seating, library fucilities, blackbogrde, aod
veneral apparatus are as well provided for as in the best: of villugé and city
schools.

2. Transportation is standardized by requiring that saus used couforg to
State specificatlons, and by limiting the distance any child must ride to reach
~chool

* 3. Stress {8 placed upon securing the best truined and ost .-xperieu('ed
teachers for this work.

* The principals of the schools are considered vital factors in the snccess of.' ’

the movement. To the end that they may be in sympatby with the State's pur-
pose it is the intention to require them to gnther for a rix weeks' SURBIer course
at the State I;‘arm School ench season. This season 45 men came together for
this purpose. YRekides doing regular class work in agriculture and manual
training they met with some State representative of the cousolidated school
wovement for one hour each day for the discussion of speclnl problems. 1t is
hoped that these achools are to become ceuterr for the social, economic, intel-
lectual, and moral uplift of the commmunities in which they are placed.

* Consolidated school aid is §750, $1,000, and $1,500 annually for schools of
two. three, and four or more rooms; respectively. There Is also bullding aid of
$1.500.

* Instruction is required in agriculture. manual training. and household econ-
omy, and the school I8 Intended to serve as a distributing point for the fuod
of valuable information collected by the Federnl Department of Agriculture
aud the State colleges of agriculture. )

“ During the school year of 1911-12 there were transported 911 children at a
total cost of $20,870, or $21.70 per child. The nverage number of days of at-
tendance i 150, making the daily cost of transportation per child about 14.5
centa. In schools not con#ted partin{ reports show about 1,500 chiidren
transported at an anuunl of 2,700, or $18 per child per yenr. The aver-

age number of days of attendnnce in these schools is 90, making the dally cost
of transportation per child about 20 cents.”  (E. M. Philllps, rural school com-.

missloner, ) -

Missiasippi.—In the fall of 1907 the Btate superintendent a;;polnted a com-

wittee of three county superintendents to prepare a report an the subject of the
consolidation of schools. This report was adopted by the association of county

superintendents, and a bill prepared providing for consolidation and trans .

portation for the 1908 legislature. It falled to pass. The bill was reintfoduced
in 1910, amended and strengthened, and passed. - Further amendments were
found necessary, and there were provided in 1012, As the result of the 1810
bill .and the 1912 amendments the State has consolidated more than 175 schooll
and has move than 240 wagons in operation.

In 1912-13 there were organized 75 consolidated schools, with the chﬂdren '
transported in 100 wagous. ‘The average area of these 76 consolidated dis- -
tricts is 80: square miles’; the 75 bulldings erected cost. approxlmately $140.000;

During the y
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Couanty, one of the largest in the State, has 15 consolidated schools, and only 30
one-teacher schools are left.

MHissouri.—The State superintendent of public educatioh, Mr. W. P. Erans,
wrote In Augnst, 1912: “ The story of consolldation in Missouri is & short one.

. The laws are ready and nothing i8 needed but that they be taken advantage of ;
yet practieally no consolidation exists. The laws of Missduri permit three or

- more common-school districts or a village district with two or ;ore common-
school districts to unite into n consolidated district. By a law pa in 1911,
if two-thirds of the voters nuthorize it, transportation may be provided for from
the school funds. While common-school districts are not authorized to main-
tain high echools, such-consolidated districts may malntain high schoois as well
as elementary schools. Comjpwmratively little has been done toward consolidation .
under these statutes. although the luw permitting consolidation has been on
the statute books for 11 years.” Since this was written the State legislature,
in 1013. revised the iaws on consolidated schools and now offers speclal State
ald to urge consolidation. By Jnnuary 1, 1014 29 consolidited schools bad beeu
established. The main features of this law are given elsewlhere fu this bulletin.

Montana.—The movement for consolidation began in the Staie in Ravalli
County in 1810. Aftér nn agitation lasting uver a yenr, four districts united to
form & consolidated district.. Children were transperted to a central building

. In six transportation wagons. Up to the present time uo other consolidnted
schools have been reported.
" Nebreska.—There’ are approximately 35 consolidated schools in the State,
with transportation at ‘public expense. They vary in slze from two—teacher
#chools to five-tencher achools,

Nevada.—No reports of consolidated schools have been received.

New Hampahire.—* Congolidation of rural schoola accompiished by trans-
portation of pupils at publlc expense has been going forward in New Hampshire
since 1885, the dnte of the abolition of the _old school district system. It has
pever assamed the character of a universal pollcy. but, on the other hand.
there is hardly a communlty in the State which bas not done 1more or less of it.

“ There have been two somewhat distinct posgibilities hefore each of the sev-
ertl achool boards: (1) To effect absolute™epnsolidntion—that is, bring all the
children in the township together in a slugid large building having from four
to elght rooms; (2) the other, to consolidate #mall one-room schools into larger
ote-room schools. o

" “The former policy has rarely bee ble of accomplishment, due largely °
to the -topography of the State. Four to five miles I8 the maximum distance
which children may profitably be carriedl over hilly country. Otherwise a start
must be made at an hour which is too early, and the return to the remoter

- bomesteads is felt to be too late, especially for the younger children. This fact.
is ordinarily of jitself suffictent to prevent abeolute coxfolidation. However, in
several townshlips favorably situated the plan is carried out. That s to say, -
elther all-the schools are consoliduted into large bulldings or. intg one large
building with_one or two distant oneroom schoois in remote ,md relotively
tnaccesalble partn of the township. .

“The other type of consolidation, namely, the consolidation of several small

. ope-rcom schools Into one large one-room school, has entered into the policy

- of nearly every town in the State. In the period 1885-1911 the reduction ln

. the numiber of pahools by comsolidation has been about 25 per cent.” (H.
lorrllon. State superintendent of ptiblile fnstruction. ) -
= Now; Jemy—-“xn New Jersey the State pays 76 per cent of the cost_ of the
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eommisaioner of educatlon, approves the necessity for imusportntlon, and the
cost and method thereof. .
“The total amount spent for transportution during the year ending June 30,

1912, was $185,080.46, The corresponding cost for transportation during the
five years preceditig, was as follows : * -

WO5-8. $11, 888, 04
19067 .. T 21, 449. 68
. 87, 840. 44
18089 ____ . B L 109, 502, 12
1909-10. .. _TIIIITrmmmmme 145, 736. 86 «

“The law provides that cousolidation of schonls may take place if the
majority of voters ut a spectal election in each of the distrdets affected by the
proposed consolidation approve.  Under tbis law from 75 fo 100 schools hnv,e
been nbandoned and cnn'solidmed with other schools or districts, . .

“In this coanection it should he borne in mind thut New Jersey 18 largely
an urban Sfate. In the rural districts; where consolldation is most needed,
there is stiil much opposition to It, u]thongh‘lu swome zections- the opposition
hns practically disappeared. Parents frequently., and In many cndes per-
slsteatly, object to sending their childreu, young children particularly, idug
distances from home. There iz the further objection that the nbandonment
of the local school would danuige the locality by removing the chlef com: i
mnnity center, and property would consequently depreciate in value, This op'-' =y
poeition 18 stroug enough to prevent consolidation in mauy sections where it
is neede. :

“ However, .public sentiment in the State as a whole is gradually becoming .
more favorahle to the movement.” (Calvin N. Kendall, State commissioner of
education, ) * T

Newe York.—* The educntion law of thig State confers upon district superin-
tendents the power to dissolve school districts and to annex the terrltori
td adjoining distriets. There {8 not in operation fn this State the plan of con- .
soltdation of schools as such plan. is understood in the ceatral and western
States. The general policy of this State bas alwiys been to Wmaintdin a publie
school wherever sufficient property and childrenscan be brought together for
such purpose and the people are willing to meet the Necesyry expenses in-
curred thereby.

* School -districts may contract for the education of their children tn ad-
Jolning Qdistricts, Instead of maintaining n home school. When such contracts
are made, a district which does not alntain n homme =school. hut which cdn-
tracts for the education of its chil allowed the same apportionment
from public funda as If it maintained a pnblic sehool. This money may be
used by the district for the payment of toition aud the cost of transportation.
There were 475 districts in this State last year which maintaiued schools
under the contrnct system,

“In addition to this plan, the Rtate will. pay high-school tuition. for any
child in the Stdte meeting the requirements for admission to a high gchool
and ltving fu o district which does not maintain » high school.’ During the - A
past year, the State pald the tnition of ahout 15.000 children who Mved in dis-
tricts which did not maintatn high achools.” (Thos. E. Fluegnn, asnistant com-
missioner of educntion.) - o : '

Northk Caroling.—The State department has only martia) statistics relnting

. " R
to the consolidntion of schools in the State. More than 1200 small districts . A &
Bave been abolished during the past 10 years. yet this hins been done withodt .- -

" . the hecessity for pablic transportation of puptly. A wider type oﬁ’&ﬁnioﬂdq};‘;
. f’whu*. G PN = 2 R 1
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conslidered by several of the wost progressive county. superiutendents. “In three
counties a few wngous are used for the transportation of pupils.

North Dakote.—"The movement for consolidntion hegnn in 1004, the first con
soliduted schools being ertublished that yeur. In 1914 there were 271 legally
consoliduted achools in the State, 170 of which were located lu villuges and 101
in the open country. I1n additon there are 683 schools, cach serving a large

. territory with pupls llviug more than 23 wiles from the school. Of these 683
schools, 263 transport puplls at publle Mpeum- Only O3 of them are comnionly
spoken of as consolldated.

. Ohto—Information concerning consolidation in Ohio is given in the first
puges of this bulletin!

Oklahomu.— -
Number of comuon-school districts tu Oklabowa oo o _______ 0. 567
Number of consolidated districts in Oklahomn_ . _______ . ___________ 91 °
Number of consuvitdated distriets formed <luce July, 1911, ___________ 20
Number of districts using transportation. .. . .o ____._____________ 42)
Number ofswagons nsed ju transportation.___ .. ___ __. [ [ 130
Number of puplls carried in wagonS______ . __ ___._.._. _.. ____u__. 2, 996
Cost of tmnqport 1tion for the year 1911-12_______ 7._.._. el ._--___}341 314
Number of counties hmlng consolldated districte. £___ . Lo 30

Orcgon.—'There are severad consolidated schools throuzhout the Ktate,  Stevens
County, where more has been done than n sy other county. reports .8 consoli-
» dated schools repliucing 20 district schools, i
Pennsylvania.—* Consolidation of schools l8 very dithicult in the State of [‘enn~
sylvanla a8 a8 wbhole. on account of the mountainous charucter of the State.
Wherever pupils can he hauled to school within an hour and be brought back
* to their homes before dark the policy of trausportation nud consolidation hns
been successful, but under the most favorable circumstances there Is a gread
deal of oppositlon to the closlng of schools by reason of the fuconvenience to
which many pwipils nre snbjected.” (Nathan (. Schueffer. Stufe superintendent
of public instruction.) | .
* Rhode Island.—The quesxtion I8 of glight importance in the Ktate. as only 7
per cent of tlie people are rural. The'State superintendent reports: “ The con-
solidation o schools In Rhode Island hing almost ceased Lo be n prol)lem. It has,
been carrfed peurly is fur ns possible.”
© Bouth Carolina—Aa “ruranl graded-school act,” passed by the State legislature
early in 1912, directly encourages consolidatlon. During the school year 1912-13,
iargely as a result of thls act. 41 schools were dircontinued on acconnt of con-
solidation with other schools. There were 46 wogong used to transport children,
G835 chlidren belng transported at public expense. Comparatively few consoll-
. dated schools had beeu established previonsly. ) (
Tennesscc.—'The legislnture in 1003 passed an act under which the school and
civii'districts were made coextenslve and took the power to crente school dis-
tricts mw;ny from the county courtr, where it had previously rested. The same
! ‘act required that-many kmanll schools should be abolished. Under this provision
T 1t 18 estimated fully 3,000 small schools In the State svere discontlnued. In
. ' 1905 the: legislature provided for the county unit of orgunigation Im several
»". countles In 1907 this was extended to all counties in the State. "Since these
- acts the connty’ boards of education Buve had control of all the achools in their
v : rupectlve countles, and consolidation has progressed. In 1011, In 37 of the 08
'“' eonntleo in the 8tate, 05 new schooll were -estublished to replace 148 schools
-wnhndonedm The new schoolx served an avgrage of 14 square-iniles each and
'<ltul an avernge gf 8- teachem In 1918 thm were 84 nddmom\l lchooll abup 1:3?
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doned and repiuced by 45 schools, each with 2 or more tenchers, There are
28 schools In the State using school wugons, ’ .

Teras,—Little hus Leen doue toward consolidation in the State, although a
beginning has been made in several countles, In 123 counties there have been
148 consolldations, resulting in the abandonment of 155 schools. ) 0

Utah.—The peol:le of the State live tlmost entirely In villages and cities,
and not oh theirsfaris., As g, consequence there are practically no one-room

" schoolhouses, There are huardly mere than 20 in the State, Consolidation,
however, is lnkmg place,  Eight countles of the State “ire now orgnnized into
single-school districts, with al schools in each county under
i county  board  of edueation, Fhis hus resulted in  the closing ¢
#chools nnd the establishment of several consolfdated schools with pub
transportation.  The county Losrd of education of Box lLider County, for
example, during 1012-13 crected 11 new school buildings, at o total cost of
8205000, to tike the place of 30 old buildings; 20 wuagons were put Into opera-
tion to carry the children from the nbandoned scheols.  The bigh-school work
is all conecentrited at one lurge school at Brigham City. Transportation t6 a

k unximum of §2 a week is allowed students outgide Brigham City, thus equnlia
ing fu part the cost of hlgh-school educention *Nghuut the county, E

Vermont.—Xo data s available relative to he cxtent to which consolidat
hools have begn estublished.  An estimate iy be uade from the nmount
expended  for transportation.  Ju 1802 tbe first act was passed nuthorizing.
expenditdre of schoel funds for transportation, - Last year the expenditure was
£120,563, There nre 421-unused abandoned rural schoolbouses.in the State.

Virginia.—In 1006 there were In the State 7,320 schoolbouse: ith 9,228
rooms; fu 1912, 6.743 schoollhiouses, with 10.730 rooms—>577 fewer” houses, with
L5002 more rooms.  Over 200 tranxportation wagons are in usd, |

Wyshington.—" Practically all of the progress in the consolldation of rural
schools in this State has Leen made during the past five yenrs, Transportation
of paplis iy belng done successfully in about [HoO consoliduted districts, scat-
tered through about 20 countles of the State. More than 2.000 pupils are trang-
ported in this manner, at an, average dnlly cost of $2.60 per \valgou.’About
L0000 i spent.annually for this purpore, There nre now (In 1012) in the
State 120 consolidated schools, replaeing 206 old districts.” (J. M. .Layhue,
assistant State superintendent of public instruction.)

Weat Virginia.—Owing 1o the mountainous character of so large a part of"
West Virginin, the transportatton of puplls to centralized achools can never
bheconie nuniversul throughout the State.

However, muterfal progress has been made along the lines of transpcitation,
The work {8 of two "classes, namely, coasolidation with transportation efther
by the public wagon, the trolley, or the stenm rallroad, nnd consolidation with-
out transportation. Thus fdr consolicdation with transportation has been put
fato effect prindpnlly in the northern panbhandie of the Rtate, the enstern pan-
handle, a section of the southeast near the Virginia llne, and a smal aren in
the norlh-central section of the State. T .

At Gary, 1o McDowell County, which s fn the midet of n populous mining |
section, f) schools have been consolidated into one. The new bullding: is
strictly fireproof, with glass roof, wodern sanitary apparntus, snd geners)
equipment equel to that of the best city schools. This pinut, including the
land, will be worth from $60,000 to $75,000. A large percentage of the pupils

+ are transported:by wagons, . : . : -

f;

v L
- L S

the place of the viliage schoot. and. San. ;%
Bpdords SRR s ~

sk AR

been .completed. This school takes

¥




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

s suﬁacf” and-also on

Y

trunsport the pupils. .

At places {n Marion, Wetzel, aid sowye other counties effective consolidation

on o limited scule is carried on b) means*df the troiley iines running in various
directions tbrough the territory. E3 2 .
At Charles Town, in Jeffersan County, in the eastern panhandle.”is a school
ewploying 17 teachers, which includes the grades and a high school. One-fourth
of all the pupils in the school come from the suerounding conntry, all of them
by private conveyunce. A ** pooy brigade.”” made up of bovs and girls who ride
some distance, i3 a feature of the achaol. . -

The consolidated schools are uniformly better than the old. hut us u rule they
are not money-raving institutions. We have a number of cages. however, in
which consolidation hus not only hrought better schools und better school con-
ditions, but has actually worked n material saving in the cost of maintaining
the achoolg. Rock district. in Mercer County, affords one of the most striking
instances of this kind. At Mouteal, in this county, n four-room house hng
beent buile, wmol(fnr the present year will easily accommodate the 70 pupils
within a radivs of 2 miles who were t:iught lust year by six tenchers in 2 two-
roun 8chools and 2 one-room schools. 1t will be seen that the salary of two
teachers. as well as the additiona! fuel expénse for two addltional rooms, wiil
be maved. SKince the district maintains an cight-month term and pays an

at tenst $800 1 vom At Mora, in the same dlstrict. a four-room houre hius been
built to take the place of 3 two-room schools and 3 one-room schools, with
their necessary nine teachers. a!l within a radius of 14 miles and enrolling but
80 pu)ms laat yenr. The money saved here Is more than double that in e chse
of Montealn. .There are other !nstinces of consolidation in the district more
or less striking. 1t hax been found fhat 28 of the 100 teachers employed In that

_district may be Jdispensed with without any loss to the effectiveness of the work.

We are working out this process of consolidation to n grenter or lesas degree in
each county in the Rtate. Of course, there are few places where the advantnyes
of consolidation are as evident as in the instances cited.

In all niore than 100 isolated schools have been abandoned withtn a year past.
(M. P. Shawkey. State superintendent of free schools.)

‘Wisconsin.—The matter of consolidation hns heem ngitated during the past
few yeara and severnl consolidntions have resulted. The two most notable
cnses of conmolidntion nre those at Port Wing and at North Crandon, hoth in
thhie northern part ‘'of the State. Four or five wagons. are ‘used in ench district

- to transport tbe children to school. In each fustance the territory of the district

comprisessthe whole township. Other notable consolidntions are gt Brussels,
Deetown, nnd Zendn. In these districta, however, t}'l\ns[)or(atlon ia8 not fur-
nisbed. One or more cuses of consolidation and transportation of cbildren

" at public expense are found in each of 46 out of the 6D counties.

Wyoming.—No consolidntion ts reported from this State.

I1. STATE LEGISLATION CONCERNING  CONSOLIDA-

TION AND TRANSPORTATION, z

Tt is, of course, well uhderstood that consolidation can make httle

:‘progm wnthout tavorable school laws. In the following pages a

o,

summary. is. gtven of .those now in force in each of the States on thm.
o queutggn of &:Q&g:;gortntlon at _publxc e

44..\~

average #salary of $45 to $50. the consolidation effected will rave the district -

'$§  CONSOLIDATING SCHOOLS AND TRANSPORTING PUPILS. q

one-room’ schoois n the :uljoinlng territory. Three wagous are employed to
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It will be noted that in only a few States are the education author-
ities given power to consolidate school subdistricts without first ge-
curing a favorable vote from the qualified voters in the districts
affected. The county boards of education in Florida. Louisiana,
North Carolina, and Tennessee have such power. Th. Maryland
county board may close schools of less than 12 pupils. W ‘hin cer-
tain limits a few township boards in States where the tawr hip is
the unit of administration have the same power.  Usually, ho vever,
it requires a favorable vote at a meeting open to all voters in the
tawnship.* Schools in Indiana whose average daily attendance falls

¢+ Dbelow 12 in any year are closed at the end of the vear by State law,
and the children nre cared for the following=vear in some other
schocl, being conveyed to the school at the expense of the district.
In the same way Louisiana schools with an average daily attendance
{))f 10 are closed, those in Maine with an average dailv attendance-of

-~

» and in Ohio of 12. If the number of children of school age falls
elow 25 in uny school district' of New Mexico or below 20 in any
district in Texas, the district must he aholished and included .in
neighboring districts. .

The votes for or against consolidation in the great majority of
States are taken in meetings lield simultaneously in each district
affected, and, to carry, must have a nujority vote in every district.
One district has often succeeded in preventing a consolidation. which
all others concerned wanted. Tn four States—New York, Minnesota,
Towa, and Missouri—thi votes are not taken in_the separate dis-
tricts, but are taken at one central meeting of all the districts con-
cerned, each district sending representatives. A majcrity vote of
those present is sufficient to carry the measure. regardless of the
districts in- which those favorable or unfavorable to the movement
live. ) .

In nearly all States pupils may be transported to consolidated
schools at the expense of the school districts, In several States
school authorities may pay parents or guardians a fixed amount per
day instead of furnishing cransportation.  South Dukota and Wis-
consin are’among the States that fix the amount that may be paid

. in accordance with . the mileage pupils travel. Maine, Vermont,
Minnesota. South Dakota, and Oregon permit payments for board
and room for pupils in homes convenient to the schools where the .

.

cost of so doing does not exceed the cost of transportation.

In most instances, however; such action is very rvecent, and time
enough has not elapsed to show the results. Rhode Island allows

P l_-\ ;’5«}

each  department,

o2 =

S5 TS s b

any township which has consolidated three. or more ungraded’ i
schools into a single graded school, with not_less than 20 -pupilsiin’

‘the sum of$100 -anpually - for gach*‘q,qpar;mﬁnt.'m

-

‘

In several States special Stgte eid to stimulate consolidation isgiven. *
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. The State of Washington pays to each consolidated school approxi-
mately $170 annually for every district abandoned to forin the new
district. Vermont appropriates an annual amount to be expended
in reimbursing, in part, towns for moneys expended for transporta-

-tion. Towa appropriates money to purchase equipment. and to assist
in maintaining courses in agriculture, domestic economy, and other
industrial subjects.  Only consolidated schools may recefve the bene-
fits of this appropriation.  Missouri voted in 1913w Qay annually
to every consclidated school $25 for each square mile in the con-
solidated district. In Tennessec 10 per cent of the genéral school
funds is set aside for éncournging instruction in industrial subjects
and assisting consolidated schoals of three or more teachers. South
Carolinn and North Dakota divide consolidated schools into two
classes, and u different amount of State aid is given to each. The
regulations of North Dakota are given below in abbreviated form
as an example of such regnlations. The most important features
of tlre Jaws on consolidation «f Wisdonsin and Minnesota are also
presented below, since the regulations of these two States are worthy
of special note.

Wisconsin gives aid for erecting und equipping the consolidated
school building. and nlso annual aid for transportation. The en-
actments were passed by the 1913 legislature, so that time enougch
has not elapsed to determine the ofﬁmw_v of the faw. The Min-
nesota laws on consolidation were passed in 1911 and their effective-
ness is explained on page 20. Minnesota defines three classes of
consolidated schools; the amount of State aid received by a school
depends npon its classification. Tt is an annual grant. In addition
.the State pays 25 per cent of the cost of the buildiig. The Minne-
sota act is known as the Holmberg Act, and is reproduced in full,

gince it is of particular interest. and has been copied in part by
several States. )

(A) REQUIREMENT oF LAW AND OF THE NoRTI! DARKOTA STATE RoAkD or EpUcag
| TION FoR CLASBIFICATION 0N CONBOLIDATED, SCI100L.S8,

F'irst class—To be entitled to nid ns u State consolldnted school of the first
" ¢lass, the lInw and regulations of the board regnire: hd

1. Bchool Term : Must be not less than nine months durlng the school year.

2. Attendance: The actunl per cent of atteudance for the school must be not
Jess than 80; provided that each. child between the nges of 8 and 15, inclusive,
must attend school for the entire time that the #chool 18 in session, unless it
can be shown to the satisfaction of the Stute hoard of educatlon that the non-
nttendance is due to one of the following cauaes, viz (1) nttendance elsewhere

'3 ut-some approved school: (2) extreme poverty or.destitution of the fumlly
i which the county has falled to relieve on belng requested to do 8o by the family
%, in quesntlon; (3) completion of (he-murse;.'u) physical or mental incapucity;
;‘n,nil (5)-1ack of transportation beyond (he 2¢-mile it : :
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) , STATE» LEGISLATION, ) 20
3. Departments: Must be not less than four depurtments. @

*4. Teachers: The principal must be n graduite of a Btite normal school or
higher institution of learning; he must hold a professional certl@cate; and must
receive not less than $90 per month. Ench tencher must hold a first-grade ele-
mentary certificate or better, be a graduate of i standard our-vear. bigh-school
eourke or equivalent, aud must receive not less than $65 per month. On and
after ih”y 1. 1914, each teiicher must be a graduate of a standard four-year
norul-school course or equivalent, and must recelvo not less than §70 per
wonth. Al teachers must render efficlent rervice of a high grade,

% School Buildings: Must be suitable for school purposes, clenn and well
kept.  Fire esenpes and outswinging doors in the exits must be provided, as
requiréd by law. There must be at lenst 12 square feet of Hoor space and 200
eubic feet of atr spuce provided for each pupil, -~ :

G. Fguipment: Esch department must be provided with encyelopedin, die- !
tionarles. supplementary readers, maps, globe, desks. and weits, binckboards,
drisking water, laboratory equipment,

7. Course of study: The common-scliool subjects, including elementary agri-
cuiture, a8 named In the law sind outlined In the State course of study. must be
tght. A two-year high-gchool course must e offered. as outlined in the high-
school manfial.  This shall lnelude a course in either sewing or cooking and a
course fn efther maununl training or agriculture. provided at least 10 qualified
high-school pupils ask for same. ) < .

8. Library: Must have a weil-selected Ubrary of at least 150 volumes, divided
letween genernl and reference. ,

In addition there are certain regulatious regarding henting, vemtilatthg, and
lzhting required, also concerning outhouses and school grounds,

Necond class—To be entitled to State uld as a school of this class the re-
quirements are practically the samne q&for the first class, except that the rchool

may have two or more departments instend of four or mere,
]

L) JRIBCONSIN RPECIAL STATE AID To ASSIST IN ERECTING AND E@preing
CONBOLIDATED Scnoor. Brimsgs, ’

1. Whenever 156 per cent of the electors of any rural achool district, and one
or more contlguous school dlstricts or subdlstricts within or outside of an
incorporited village, shall petition therefor, the respective gchool bbnrdg 'shnll
meet at & place derlgnated by the_school board of the 1)(41('rnnlng district having
the largest population to fix a time for an electlon to deterinine whether the
district schools within the districts shall be consolidated. Ther shall fix the
-dute of the election at not less than four nor more tha elght weeks from the(l
time of their meeting and notlfy the distrlet clerks of the date. The district
clerks of the respective districts and subdlstricts shall post the notices of elec,
tfon a8 notices M_chop] district meetings are Posted. The elections shall be
held by the school officets of the respective districts by written ballots, They
8hull report the result of the election in thelr respective districts to the clerk
of the district In which the meeting to fix the time of the election is held,
within three days after the election. The respective school boards, one week
after the election, shal\meet In the sume ninnner and place us for calling the
vlection and shall canvass the returns. 5 4
1t ‘A mnfority of those of eath district voting at the clecglon vote in favor ‘
of consolidating the district schools in their respective school districts, the
territory included constitutes a consolidated rural school district. - . L
Tle school boards at thé time of canvassing the returns shall appolnt 4 time .
. WU place for the Arat.district meoting and shall post a written notice. thepwpt s
10 ;‘.: ‘;‘:' i RIGEEE A 7o P Dty W et Mmoo “V;IVN}_\_ P i
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in at least thrve public places in ench of the several districts or subdistricts
which compoee the consolldated school district,

2 A egf\aolldnted rural 8chool district shnll be deemed orgunized when any
two of the officers e,!ected nt its first legnl meeting file with the clerk of the
meetlag for canvaasing returns, their written acceptunces of the office to which
they have been respectively electél. or when it has exercised the franchises
and nr!vlleém of the district for the term of one year. A consolidated rurni
school district lawfully organized 18 a body corporate and possesses the usual
powers of a public corporation. by the name nnd style of ““ Consolidated Rural
School District No. — of ' (the town or village, as the cuse tay
be, in which the school I8 located or proposed to be locuted). Such numbers
. shall be designated by the buard or bmrqq in the order of the formaflon of
consolidated rural school dlntnus. The board shall make its (‘untructs in Its
corporate name.

3. When a consoliduted rural school district shall be lawfully orgnnized, the
school districts or subdistrictsaout of which It shall huve been formed shall 1
ceasge to exist as school dirtricts or bodies corporate. nnd the title to all property
and assefs of every nature of the severnl nchool districts and subdistricts out
of which 1t was orguuized shall thereupon become vested in the consolidated
rural school district, aug all valid subsisting clatws und obilgations aguinst and
contructs of the snld severai school districts und sululistricts shall coutinue to
be valid clalms and obligntions against them severuily. All claims and obliga-
tlons arising after the formation of a consolidnted school dlstrict shall be
against the consolldated school district. ‘Fhe consolidated rural scliool district
shall malntnin and conduct the schools theretofore malntained nnd conducted
by the several districts and subdistricts. until such time as the consolidated
rural school district shail have purchesed or erected and equipped a lmlldpm
in which school csn be conducted.

. Consolidated rurnl school districts ahall be entitled to and shall share in the
dlstributlon of the common school fund income find other school funds, in the
same manner as school districts maintaining common and graded schools. In
care a hlgh school s maintained, the consolidated rurnl school shall be entitled
to and share ar In the case of union free high w,h(ml\’ﬁ

Special State aid partlaily to defray the cost of€grecting and equlpping a
school bullding shall be granted to cousolidated schoot districts as
follows: oo

1. To a consolidated rural school district malntaining n school cousisting of
one department formed by the uniting of two or more school districts or sub-
districts, one-balf the cost, not to exceed $5600 to any one achool.

2. To a consolidated rural schoo! distrlct maintaining a school cousisting of
a graded school of two depurtwments, formed by the unlting of the achoois of

" two or more school districts or subdistricts, one-Lalf the cost, not to exceey
"$1.500 to any one school.

3. To a consolldated rural school district maintainlug a school consisting of a
graded school of three departments, formed by the uniting of the achools of
two or more school districts or subdistricts, one-half the cost, not to exceed
$2,000 to any one school. :

4. To n consolidated rurnl school district maintaining n school ‘consisting
of a graded school of four or more departments, formed by the uniting of the
..achools of three or mure school districts or subdlstricts, one-haif of the cost
not to exceed $3,000 to any one schodl, .

5. To a consolidated school district maintaining a school conslsting of a
graded school and a high school, formed by the uniting of atl the districts and
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subdistricts of a township, one-half of the cont, uot to exceed $5,000 to any oone
wchool. ' ’ .

All plans and expense gccounts for additions to school buldings or for new
“buildings shall be submitted to the State superlutendent. No State ald shail be
granted unless the State superintendent has approved the plany when thus
aubniitted. * . v

R .
(C) WIBCONBIN SPECIAL AID' TO ABSIST IN D'ROVIDING - T'RANSPORTATIO TO
~CONBOLIDATED SCHOOLS.

The consolidated rurnl schoo! district shall recelve specinl ald for transpor-
tation upon complying with the following conditions :

1. Transportation sball be provided for at lenst 32 weeks.

2. The average daily attendance of the puplly transported from auy districts
or wubdlistrict to any consolidated rural sehool or Btate graded school or free
high-schoo!l distriet must be S0 rer cent of the entire number enrolled for
transportation during eadh term- of school. ~

3. Each driver contracted with must be of excellent moral character, trust-
worthy . xmq responsible, and must furnish a safe teats with a sultable and
comfortable convevance, well supplled  with protection againet stormy and
inclement weather. .

It shall also be Ilawtul for the electors to authorire Pre sc,hml board to
enter fato an agreewment with the parent, guardian. or other person In charge
of uny pupll to compensate such parent. goardfan. or other person, for trans
porting any pupll or puplls to.and from school, and to enter Into contracts for
the transportation to and from school of all persons of school nge who attend.
and to levy a tax therefor. In all cases where the distance from the homé& of
the pupll or pupils who are to be transported Is 2 miles or less by the nearest
traveled highway. the sum per puptl ro pnid ghall be sueh as may be authoriged
by the electors; and in all cases where the distance Is more than 1. and jess than
2 miles, the State shall pny 6 cents per day, and where the distance {8 more
than 2 miles, 10 cents per 'dny for each puplii transported regularly to and
from’ school In some reasonable and comfortable manuer for a pertod of not
less than five monthsa.  The. school board or the town board of school directors
nnd the principal teacher of the school In which such pupll 18 enrolled shall,
on or before the 15th day of Jyly of each year, make under onth a report
giviug the nnme and showlug the distance and number' of dayn each pupll was
transported, the mode of trausportation, and the total amount claimed by the
districts on account of such transportation. o D S

(D) Laws RELATING TO CONBOLIDATION OF RURAL Scu8ois 1y MIN¥mgoTA (THE -

Hotarege AcT). 1911, ° 4

Procedure for consolidation of achool districts.—Pwo or more school districts
of any kind may bhe consolidnted, either by the formation of new_district or by

- annexation of one or more districts to gn existing district in which is main-
talned a State graded. semigraded. or high school, as hereinafter provided.

" A district o formed by consolidation or nnnexation shall be known as a
consolidated school district.. BRefore any steps are tukea to orgnuize a consoll-
dated school district the superintendent of the county {u wuick the major por-
tlon of territory is situated from which It {s proposed to form 8 consolidated
school district shall cause a plat to be made showlug the size and boundaries
of ‘the new district, the location of the schoolhouses \n the severnl districts, the
location of other adjoining school districts and: of schooihouses therein, to-
gether with such other information: as may be of essential value, and submit

the mn'e_ to the lupqﬂntmdont of public lnstrqcuon, who shall approve, modity, -
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32 CONSOLXD&.TING SCHOOLS AND TRANSPORTING PUPILS. o l

or aeject the plu;y B0 proposed and.certify bis conclusions to the county superin- |
tendeut df wehools,  To recelve Rtate ald ns a consoliduted schiool of Class A '
or Cluss B, u3 defined i this-act, the consolldnted distrlcet mn'gst contain net
lesy than 18 sections, and to recetyve State ald as o consolidnied schiool of Cluss C,
not less than 12 sections; but Any existing sehoct distriet of at least such area
ghall have the rlghts and privileges of o cousolldnted school distritt. A con-
solldated nehwol distrlet of loss than 12 sections may be formed us hervelu pro-’
vided, but slmll not he eutitled to receive specind State add oy herein provided
for. (Sec. 1, ch. 207, 1911.) :

Duties of county superintendent.—After approval by the superintendent of
pubtie lnstruction of the plan for the formatlon of a conrotidated sehool district,
aud upon prerentation to the county superintendent of a petition signed and
ackitow leilged by at lenst 25 per cent of the resident freeholders of ench districet i 9
affected, qualified to vote at school meetings, asking for the formation of a '3
consolidu ted schioul district tn accordance with the plany approved by the super-
intendent of public instruction, the county superintendent shall, within 10 diys,
caunse 10 days' posted notice to be given in cach district affected ond one week's
pnbllslleil notice, if there be n newspaper published i such .distriet, of an
election or specinl meoling to be held within the 1»ropuwd' distriet, at o time aml
place specitled tu such notice, o mw upon the question of consolidation.  (See.

2, ch. 207, 1911.) B

Eleetian of officers.—At ruch mu-(mu the electors, not Jess thme 25 belng

. present, shall elect from fheir number o chalrman and clerk, who sball be the

tHeers of the meeting.  '1'he chalrimn shall appoint (wo tellers, nnd the meet-

ng and election shall he conducted as ave annual weetings in common and inde-

Jpendent districts. The vote at such election or meeting shatl be by ballot, which

’ ~suall rend * For Consolidation™ or “Agains Counsolidation.” The ofllcers at

pitich eetlng -or eleetion shnll, withlu 10 duys thereafter, certify the resuit of

*he vote to the supgglntendent of the county i whilch such disteict mainty Jes;

£ a majority of lll% voles eaat be for cousolidittion, the county superintendent

within 10 dnys thereaflter slttll ke proper vrders to give eflect to such vote

nnd shall thereafter transmit :t copy thereof to the auditor of ench county in
which any part of auy district affected lles and to the elerk of each district
affected and alse to the superintendent of publie instruction. 1f the order be

for the fogrmation of o new district, 1t shall specify the nunber of socly district. =

The cogiity superlntendent shall alko cause 10 days’ posted notlce and one

weelCs published notice, if there he a new upuper published in suc I district, to

ﬂw veu of a meeting to clect ofticers of the newly formed consolidated school -
district : Provided, That a consotidated district shatl upon its fornution l»ocnme
an fndependent Qistrict, with the powers, privileges, and duties now conferred
by law upon independent districts.  After the f()rl‘futlon of uny consolidated
school dlstrict appeal muay be taken as now provided by law in connection with
the. formation of othier;, school dlstricts. Nothing in this act shall be construed
to trausfer the 1nbilty of extsting bouded indebteduess from the district or

tetritory ngalngt which it was originally incurred. (Sec, 3, ch. 207, 1011.) .

. ('unsolidu&lu‘z wflh other districts.—In like manuer, one or more school dis-
tricts muy.be consolidated with an existing district in which s maintatued a
Stute  high, graded, or semlgraded school, in which cnse tlhie school board of
the dlstrict maintaining a State high, graded, or semigraded school shall con-
tinue to be the Loard governlug the consolidated schicol distriet until the next
annuil school meeting, when successors 10 the members whose terms then

* expiré aball be elected h} the legnlly qualified voters of the ronsolidated school

;mmcu Provldcd, hotwever, That {n the case of consolidiation with a schoal dls
Mhrwhleh them is- mainmned 4 .8tate high- or.-Btate graded; sehool. con o
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_immedintely after tire election and qualification of members of the schucl board

solidation rlnll be effected Ly vote-of the rnral school districts ouly, !n the
munner provided under this act, and hy the approval of such consolldation of- 4;;
the rural district or districts with tirer-eme In which there is maintained a *
State high or graded scbool, by the scbool board thereof. (Sec. 4, ch. 207, 10J1.)
Certificate by oficera.—The officers of the'several districts forming a conmoli-
dated school district sball weithin 10 days from receipt of copy of the order
of the county snperintendent certifying the formation of thie new district, or -~

in the consolidated schooel district, turn ove® to the proper officers of the newly
vlected scboe! board, or to the proper officers of the echool Huard in the dis-
irict mataining the State bhigh or graded school, all records, funds, credits,
wtl effects of their reveral districts, (Sce. 4, ch. 207.1011.)

- Powery of consolidated board —For the parpose of proimoting a better con-
dition & rural schdols and to encourage industrial tralning, including the
flements of agricnlture. wanual training. and home economlcs, the board in

a lidated school district is nuthorized to establish schools of two or more .~
dmen(s provide for the trangportation of pupils, or expend a, remennble
amount for room and hoard of pupils whose attendan€e at scbool can” more o
economicnlly aud conveniently be provided for by such weans, locate and ac- . .
quire sites of not less thun 2 ncrer. and erect-and equip suitable buildings - ---
thereon, when money therefor has been voted by the district. They rhall
submit to the superintendent of public instructfon a plat of the school grounds,
indieating. the site of the proposed hnildings, |)hms and spe-ifications for the
schiool huilding and Hs equipment, and the equlpment of the premises. .

1t shall be the duty of the snperinteudent of public instrnetion, with. respect ,f
to achouls in consolidated dlstricts, to approve plans of sites, of bulldiugs dud’
their equipment, and the equlpmeut ‘of the premises, to Drepare suggectlve T
conrses of study. fncluding an tndnstrinl course,. to prescribe tle qu'umcntlons 8
of the prinelpanl and other teachers. and through such supervisors as he mu H
appoint il n connection whth the-county superintendent. exercjse general mper
vision over suid cunrulidated schoola (Sec. 6, ch. 207, 1911.)

Proccdure for recciving State atd.—(1) For the purpose of recelving State
aid. schools in consolidnted dlatricts shall be clnssified as A, B, und C. They °
sboll be In-sessfon at least eight mouths in the ye'u'-nnd be well organized. --
They slall have sultuble schoolhouses, with the necessary® rooms and equ
ment. Those belonging to class A shall have at least four departments, those
of clags B three depart ents, and thase of class C two departments. Tho
board-in n-consoliduted s 00l district maintainiug a school of elther class shnll *
arrange for the' attendance of all.pupils living more than 2 miles from the a
school throngh suitable provisian for trangportation, or for tle bogrd and room .:'_-'
of such s mny be more economically and conveniently provlded for by luch
means. - &

2. The principal of & school com!ng under clnss A shall bold at le'ust a dlplom
from the advanced conrse offa State normal school and be quulified to teadl
the elements of agriculture, as determined by such tests as nre required by ther
auperintendent of public lmnructlon. A school of this class shall bhave sult-' i
able roonis and equipment for {ndustrial and omer“‘?rk, a lbrary, and peces-
sary apparatus and equipment for eficient work and & course of study -etabrae:,
ing such branches as may be prescribed by “fhe wpeﬂntenden; ‘of. pyblie
instruction, A

8. The prlnclpal of .a school coming’ under class B_or C\g;han bold At lensk &
Btaté n_rlt-grude eertlﬂmle; &i&om respécts” these scliools shall comp
'wlth themnlrmuoru cluul..pm -‘A_thhmy,h__
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cable, in accordance with requirements'ﬂxed by Lh‘.superlntende.nt ot public
instruction. . Teachers other than the principal, inciudiug specisl teachers, shall
_ possess such qualifications as are required of teachers In State granded schools.
4. Besldes maintaining schools in comsolidated districts conforming tgAthe
requirements of those coming under classes A. B, and C, the school bourd may
maintaln other schools of not more than two rooms und receive State nid for
" these as provided for semigraded nnd r}uml schoois. (8ec. 7. ch. 207, 1911.)
Aid for the warious disiricts.—Schools under closs A ihonsolld.nted districts
shail recelve uli('“:lly State ald of $1,500: those under class B, $1,000; tbose
uader class C, $7 and in addition to sach annuai aid a school of nny of the
above classes shall recefve &n amount to aid in the construction of a building
equul to 25 per ceunt of the cost of said _bulldlng, but no district shall recelye
mare than a totdl of $1.600 for nid lu the construction of bulldings. The annuéti
--ald and the aid for buliding shil be paid in the same nmnner as now provided
by law for the payment of othef State aid to public schools. Whenever any,
school in a consolidated dlstrict attains the rank of State high or graded school,
it shall possess the rights and privileges of such school. (Sgc. 8, ch. 207, 1011.)

The above act providing a new law for the consolidation of schools
went into effect April 18, 1911. Tt -differs from the previous law.
chiefly in the foll()w'mg provisions: g

1. Petitlon for a vote upon consolldation is binding upon a distrfer li signed
by 25 per cent of tle resident freeholders of the district. Toder the\former
law a majority was requlred.

2. Consolidation is now voted upon at one poliing place for all districts peti-
tlonlng and I8 carried by a majority of all the votes.cast. The old law left
each’ district petitionlug to vote separately. ’

f\ 8. The new law permits u district to rdceive ald under the lnw. prov Ided it
already possesses the requisite minimnm area estnbliuhed for a consolidated
district and complies with all the other requirements as to lnfild!ng. equipment,
gualification of teachers, industrial courses. and trausportation.

4. It estnb'llshes the snme standards for teachers in consolidated schools ax

" for those fn bigh and graded schools in villages and cities.

5. It provldes. that principals of consolidated schools, In addition to meeting
the regular profeaslonu.l requirement. must secure the special Indorsement of the
State superlntendent a8 to fituess for the partlcnlur position sought.

) 6. The new law requires the malntenunce of Instruction in agriculture, nun-

2 ual training. sewing, and cooking In every alded school.

R 8 It authorizes the State superlntendeut to estublish requlrements as to

bulld g and equipment and also concerniug transpoytation.

nally, the Holmberg Act provides for generous State nld, the purpose of

whlch 18 to make it possible for rural commnities to maintain for thelr chlidren

I graded and high schools as good In every respect as those in urban commuultleu

2 «and at no greater cost than that tn such communitiea.

{

(E) BumMARY or STATE LAWs on CONBOLIDATION.

Alcbomo.-((}ounty) No dgginite Jaw on consoltdation u®r on transporta-
tion. Oounty boards of éducation have full power to fix boundnr!es of nchool

2o 1The word in pareatbeses (couaty, township, or district) .given after the mame of each
< owhitate indicatg the unit of ,organiaation for, the administration of the rural achool affaire
tlﬂllllhh‘ Where “ ﬂnﬂa"huw@nMntothemledmﬂct, uu: he

tory served by one school: mwowmmnmmn
on ! memm«"w = BN S
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districls after holding a publje hearing advertised tluree weeks in local papers

#nd by posters in district affected.

Arizona.— (Digtrict.) Two or more school districts viay be consolldated Into
one district provided tbat 15 per cent of the school electors of each district
present a petition to the county superintendent asking aun elecqion in ench dis-
trict and the majority of votes cast in each district is in favor of cousolidation.
Prustees of any dlairict may calt an election to determine whether trauspor-
tation shall be provided. and -upon petition of 15 per cent of the school electors
they must c¢all such a meeting. Only children living nt a grenter distance thpn
1 m\lp frotm: the school may be trinsported at public expeme

Arkansasx.—(District.) Au act to provide for the (‘nnmlulntlon of adjncent
districts was passed ‘In 1911.. The school directors in ench district to be in-
cluded in a proposed consolidation may. and upon the petition of 10 per cent
of the 8&chool electors must, submit the question of cousolidatlon to the eléctors
of the distrtet elther In the annu:xl mneeting or in special meetings. | The con.
solldation Is effected if the mujority of vaters of ench district vote for coun-
rolidution. The diregiura of the districts abandoued become the directors of
the consolidated distrfet until tire fegular annual election. when six directors
are chosen at large from the new district. These directors nre given full nu-
thority over the school and wny proyide trangportation at the expense of the
3 district if they deem it ndvisable to do ro.

Californin.—(District.) When a wajority of the hends of fnmilier who re-
slde in two or more contiguons school distriets and who have cbliidren attending
school unite fn a petition to the county superintendent for the formation of
nnion school district the superintendent must cnll an election in ench distr
to he held simultaneously. To effect the uunion the mwjority in each district
must vote for it. If the vote.is favorable to consolidation. each district elects
one representative to a Joint commiittee that. with the county superlntendent,

* determines the location of the new union school or schools. If the board can
not agree. then n general electlon I8 ‘held to dctermlne the site ; only such sltes
ng have heen named by the district represeumtheq may be voted upon.. The
repmseu”th es mentioned ahbove constitute the unlon district board untll the
time of the anuual meeting, when 2 regulur bourd of trustees is elerted., This
bontd s composed of one person from each of.the old fchool dlstrlcts.‘ Itis
given full control aver the scheol or schools and may provide public tmnsporta-
tion at public expense in such manner as it may deem best, - N -

Colorado,.— (IDistrict.) The school hoafids of twe or moere ndjoining districts
may. and upon the petitlon of not leas thun one-fourth of the quilified electors
must. eubwmitt the question of mumlidnﬁon to a vote of the qua lified electors in °

- ench district.- 1f the majority vote in ench Aisttict is In tavor of consolidation,

a unfon meelmg ‘I8 held. called by the #chool board iu th@ district with the

Intgest school censuR and n bongd of directors of three persons elected. These

directors select the site for the cousolidnted rchool. erect thq building, and .

manage the school. Ther may furnish publlie tmunportntlon to chlldren llvlng

more than 1 mile from school. .
Conm’cﬂmt—(’l‘ownnhlp )} The town (townshlp‘o schoo! cominittee have tull <8

control of all schools 1n the town. * They shall waintain in theae several towns :

good common achools * * ¢ at such places * # * a8 in thelr Judgment .

shnll -best subserve the Interesta of educntion. * * * They eball Qesignate ]

the schools which sball be attended by the various children within theme sevegal ":W

towns * ¢ * gnd they may pmvlde for the transportation ot‘ chtidren wher- s

-~

-
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yote for or ngainst conselidation. - I -two-thirds of those preeent favor con-
solidation, a committee of three voters is appointed to meet with similar com-
mitiees fr m the otheér districts and arrunge the terms of Consolldation. Each
committee reports to an adjourned meeting In its wict. I the report is
accepted by a two-thirds vote of the voters present, oblléutory, ()ng dis-
trict faillng to accept the report does not preveut the others Trom unliting.
Floride.— (County.) The county board of public instructlon is given power
* to locate and maintain =rhoolg in every locallty in the county where® they may .
be needed.” Bcliools Ly not be located nearer than 3 mjles to ench other
unless for some local reason & necessity. a
Georgia,—(County.) , The 1911 legisiature provided that the county board of
education in any couuty * shall have the right i, in their opinlon, the welfnre
of the schools of the county and the best interests of the pupils require, to con-
Bolidate two or more schools in the anme or different districts fato one school
located us near the center of the new district as possible.”” They may also
form new districts. Including part only of existing districts. &hould objection
be made by us muny as 10 of the patrons of any school to be gffected by the
consolidation, the county -superlotendent must call an election which shall de-
termine by mujority vote whether or Jot the consolldation will be made. The
county boards may furnish public.trannaportation to conroliduted schools.
I?la]to.~(Dlstrlct.)_ The board of county commissicners may unite two or
more contiguous districts upon petitlon of a mnjorlty of the heuds of families,
provided that the plau for the consolidated district has first been fndorsed by
the State board of edudatian. The wclivol trustees of any consolidgted district
may provide, out of the regular school funds, for the conveyuance of pupils.
Other large districts maintalning ceptral schools may jprovide trunsportution
nt_public expense. - . ’
Hlinots.— (District.) While the district Is the urmit of organization which
bolds: the bulance of power, some school ‘ndwinistrative functions rest with
the townsltips. Township trustees are elected whose prinetpual duties concern
finances and the regulation of the district bounduries. The township trustees
may consolidate two or fore districts when petitloned 1% g mejority of the')
- legnl voters of the districts, . [t
Indiana.—(Township.) Whenever a ‘majority of the legal votdrs of amy
school district petition the trustee or trustees for consolidatlon, it shall be
the Quty of the trustee to conzolldnté. No township trustee may abandon any
district ‘school In his township uvutil he has procured the written consent of '’
* wajarity of the legnl voters In the school district. This does not apply to
.+ schools with an average dally attendance of 12 pupils ¢r less. By State aw
4 school whose average daily uttendance during the year Is 12 or fewer puplis
18 closed at the end of the year and the trustee mnst provide for the education
... - .ef-the puplls of the dlstrict o some other school, Transportation for all
BEa .,ch'll_dren living 2 milesyor more.from the school which they are to attend
.. must 1 provided and also for puplis between the ages.of 6 and 12 who live -

v

o~ "more than 1 mile from the school. The law requires the drivers of school
3. Wagons to furnish.the teams and to malptain disclpline while the children are

" in the wagons. . .

" sdowe——(District.). When one-third of the eiectors reslding In a- contiguous

territory: containing not less than 16 .sections petition for.the establishmeft- of

consolidated district, a public meeting must be. held at which all electo

the’.proposed. consolidated -district :shal) be entitied to vote by ballot " for-or .
~vihinst consolldation, ;A; majority. yots:is -reqiired-to_cpasolidate..: A .school -
‘board 1s*elected at large from-the. new district, The school boary: >
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are not required to leave the public highway to receive or discharge occupants.
Children living any unreasonable distance from school may be transported
iy /parents or guardians to the school or.to n school' wagon neute, and the
school board is nuthorized to allow a reasonahle amount of compensation for
such transportation.

To encourage the movement for consolidatiou a specinl State aid was pro-
vided Dy the legisiature of 1913. Under the provirions of this nct {hree-room
Lufidings receive from the Stute government $350 toward eqilipment and $500
apnunlly. provided {hey maintain departments for tene’..ig agriculture, howe
«\onomlc« and mannal traving or other industrial subjects and employ teachers
Ldlding State certiticntes showing that they are qualified (to teach 4ucl} sub—l
jects. Four or more rooin bulldings receive $500 for -equipmeut and §750
annually. .

Kansas.— (District.) The county superintendent may, when any two or
more adjoining sehool districts have less than five pupils, comblne the pupilg
of such districts in a single school. The distrlct) school board may call
meeting of any school district at the schoolhouse, or such a 1eeting must
called when 25 per cent of thé voters petitloa for it, to vote upon a proposltlon
of consolidation witll other school districts. When two or move districts vote ‘
. to combine the county superintendent designates a thme qnd place for a union

meeting for the purpose of electing a school board of tlhiree members for the
new diuiriet. The district board of consolidated school districts must provide
comfortablg trangportation for pupils llving £ or more miles fromn the school.

Kentucky.— (Ceunty.) The connty board of education, by act of the leglala-
“ture of 1‘n2. i3 empowered to fix a lvonndnry fncluding a number of school dls-
trlets; nnd to rubmit to the voters within that boungary the proposition of a
tnx qutﬂcimt to provide for consolldation of the schools {vithin the boundary
and for transportation of puptls. '

‘Loudsiana. —(()’uty ) The parish (county) bonrd of educntion is authorized

. by law to determine the number of sclools to e opened ench year in the parish

und the location of the schoolheuses. 'I‘hey may change the location of -any
schoolhonse whenever they-see fit to do so. They are forbidden ‘to maintain
schiools of less than 10 pupils.

Mathe.—(Township.) Any town (township) at lts annoal meeting, or at a
.meethm'cull(xl for the purpore, may determine the number and focation of its.
schools nud may discontinne them or change their location, but such discontinn-
ance or change of location may be made only on the written recommendation of
the superintending echoo! committee. Any school !'nll,lng to maintain an aver-
nge atteodnnce of at least eight pupils ghall be abandoned at the close of the
school year. The superintendent of schools in each town shall procure counvey-
nnce of nll common-school pupils to and from schogl when snch pupils reside at
such distances Yrom the school as, in the judgment of the superintending schop!
committee. ghall rew-r such conveyance necessary. The school committee, how-
ever, may authorize the superintendent of schools to pay for board and room
at a suitable place near nny established school instead of providing conveyance,
when it can be done at an equnl or less expense.

Maryland.—(County.) The county board of school commissioners have gen-
oral supervlnion and control of ail schools in their counties. The law gives the
board ‘authority to conmolldate schools when in its judgment consolidation 14
practicable and desirable, and to arrange for and to pay ¢hargee of transporting
-pupdls to and from such achoola.. The board; however, can not close a school ,
with t?yenﬂy average of 12 puplln or over without the consent of 60. per eu;t_”

" . st __fd R RN -
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Maseachusetts.—(Township.) The town (township), at regular or special

" town meetings, determines the location of its schoolhouses. Money muy be

sppropriated at town meetings fur the transportation of pupils to public achools;

street cars and rallronds are required to transport pupils to public schools at
half the regulur fare charged for other passengers. .

Michigan.— { District and township.) Authority to regulate the boundaries
of schools districts 18 left with the township board which has general charge
of all township affajrn, This bourd may cqnrotidate two or more districts, but
not without the consent of a majority of the resident taxpayers of each dis-

,\ trict. In the upper peninsula, whiclrls organized on the township basts. and
in a few dintricts in the lower peninsula on Yhe sime bagls, the towunship board
of education is given power to lorate the school hulldings. When sehiool butld.
ings are so located that some children Hyve an unreasonable (distance from the
building, transportation may be provided. ‘

- Minnesota.—(District.) Two or more school districts of any kind may be
consolidated. elther by the formation of u new district or by aumnexation of .
one or more districts to an existing district fn which i maintained a State
graded, semigraded. or high school. The flan must be first upproved by the
State superintendent of public instruction: it is then voted upon by the free-
holders of each district affected. The board of education of the consolidated
district may provide for the transportation of puptls or may expeud a reason-
eble amount<for room nnd board of pupils whose attendance at school can
nore . economically and conveniently be provided for by such menns. (See

p..81.) .
Miaa‘aalmﬂ.—((".y.) The county board of education fixes the boundaries
of achool districts. o regular district school can be crected with less than 45
children of achool nge. If the attendance at apy sclicol in a district is less
than 5, the school must he iscontinued by the county superintendent at the
end of the month. The county board of edueation may consolidate schools
whenever it sees fit, and it is empowered to provide means of transportation
for pupils living 2 miles or more from the achool. On petition of the majority
of the qualified jelectors of a consolldgted school district contalning not less
- - than 25 miles squure. a specinl tax may e levied on the property of the dis-
" trict to pay the cost of tranaportation. The consolidnted schools have all the

privileges granted to separate achool Atdtricts,

Missouri.—(District.) The school code has provided for consolidation for sev-
eral years. but comparntively littie has been done. In the 1913 leglslature the
Buford-Colley consolidation law was ppssed. This provides that when the
resident cltizens of any compwunity desire to form a consolidated school. n
petition signed by at least 25 qualified voters of said communlty shall be filed

.~ with the cdéunty superintendent. The county sqperintepdent f8 then required
bee to inspect the community and determine the exact boundaries of the proposed
¥ " consolidated district. He then calls n spectal meeting of all the qunlified
;. voters of the proposed consolidated dlstrict, nt which a vote is taken by ballot

~-  to determine whether or not the consolidation shall be effected. A majority
... yote of those present, regardless of the subdistricts In which they live, is all
that is required to adopt the consolidation. : ‘ ]
- Transportation may be voted upon nt the same meeting. If it ig not \provided,
. the'beard-of directors of the consolidated district-must maintain an elementary
school” withih' 3} miles of every child of echool age In the district. Rpecial .
:MKate-ald, equal to $25 per year for each square milg in thearea of the con
."‘liﬁh’”dl@vgt:'& provided. R
- Monténa:=(Disfriat. ) Two- oF. miore - schoo
. “"‘*‘ ; m‘&’ﬁua%wtfna'ir A#ct
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districts to ancexisting district. Whenever the connty superinténdent of schools
recefves a petition shmed by a nujority of the restlent freeholders of each
district affected. asking for consolidation. he holdr an et€ction in each district,
to vote for or against consolidation. A outjority vote {n ench district is neces-
vanry to carry the measure. The trustees of any schoo! dlstrict in the State
. of Moutana, when they deem 1t to be for the hest interests of all pupils, may
expend achool monel for the teansportation of ehildren to public &chools. ¢

Nebraska.— (District.y A school digtrict may be dircontinned and ts terri-
tory attuched to other adjoining districts by the county superintendent. npon
petition aigned by half the legal voters in each district affected.

“ Suppose: distriets Nox, 1. 2, 3, 4 of a certaln county desire to consolidate
with district No. 5. Separate petitlons must be circulated in each of these dis-
tricts 1, 2. 3. 4. asking to be dircoutinued and to have its territory attached to
district No. 6. whieh district shall retain its ownh number. Four separate -peti-
tion’ mugt algo bhe circalated In district No. 5; one asking that the territory in
distriet Noo 1 be attuched to district Na. H: one asking that the territory In dis-
trict No. 2 be attached to district No, 5; one asking that the territory in ‘district
Nao. 3 be attached to district No. H; and one asking that the territory in district
No. 4 De attached to district Na. 5. The conzolidated district shall take the
numh‘er of the sald digtrict No. 5. the new dirtrict vot only h('cr\)mhlg Invested
of the property rights of the old, but aleo anrwerabie for their debts. The
mnnt;\' superintendent is glven large discretlonary power. However, he can not
refuse to change the boundarles of a school district when arked to do 8o by petl-
tion atgned by two-thirdg of the legnl voters of the district nffected.” *

Any district hoard of any school district in the State of Nehraska. wheu an-
thorized by a two-thirds vote at any anunal or fpeclal meeting, may make pro-
vision for the transportation of pupils. The 1913 legislnture has provided spe-
cinl State afd to asgist {n maintaining A school term of at least seven months.
Such ald shall be glven. however. to no district containing less than 12 sections
of land for ench schonl maintatned. No district formed after the passage of
this Aot may recelve State afd under Its provirions nnlews it containa at least
20 square miles of territory. L)

Nevada.—(District.) The board of county commissioners In any county,
upon the recemmendation of the Rtate deputy superintendent of public instruc-
tion and withont formnl petition, may enlarge the boundaries of any school din-
trict, wherein there may be udcertainty of Mmnintainiug the minimum require- .
menta of five censts children, #hficlently beyond_the 18-miler-square limit to
Include five or miore censur schqol ehildren, and upon recommendation of .the
depyty supoMnt. niny consolidate two or niore schobl diatricts or purtp
of distfletr into n single district. When sueh consolidation is- effected the
(h-pﬁ?v superintendent appoints a hoard of trustees and determines the location
of the achool.

On the . . nmendation of the deputy sqperlnteudent, the boards of school
trustees of any contignous school districts may. fn joiut meeting of the two’ o
boards._unite the two districta and cstablish a unlon achoo! to be supported
ont of the fundsr helonging to the respective dlstrlcta The scho«l is governed !

"by the two boards. M

New Hompnhlu‘ —(Towuship.) The township boards are required to provlde

schools at such places as will best subserve the Interests of edncation. They

» WAy use a portlon of the achool money. not exceeding 28 per cent, for conveylng
pupils to and from schools. Any -town niny m!ae money for the pumone or
purchnslng trausportatlon wagons. . e @ O

i —-(Toymnhlpg’a: The townahlp board - of edue,ﬂong;m‘éi‘\imi ;
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“district upon majority vete of the legal voters In each distriet. A board of

. education representing each distilet is selected.

New Aerico.—(District.) No schoul district mny be created wtth less than
25 children of school age. The connty superingendent is required to consolidate
8chool districts on the presentation of sepurate petltions signed b¥ awajority o
electors reslding lu the respective districts affected.

Whenever the nmmuber of (3l|l!dre|fnf school age has been reduced below 15 in

T oany district, the superintendent is ennx)wemd to dlsorganize the (distriet and
. nttach tln- territory to au adjolning district. .\ppoul may he made to the board
of (umm commissiondrs from the deciston of the mmm supetintendent on the
change of boundary lines.

New York—¢District.)  The 1913 legislature made the following provistons
for coolidatlon: T'wo or more cotamon-school districts nuty be crestted ar one
district, or u common-sghool district and a unfon free-school distriet - ¥ be
created as i unton free-schoul district by a majority ®ote of the qualified elec-
tors fn the districts affocted.  Whenever 10 or more electorn of each of the dls-
tricts affected sign u request for a meeting to be hela for The purpose of de-
termining whetller such districts shall be conrolldiated, the trustees muast c¢all o
meeting at which there vmst be present at least 10 qualittad electors of ench of

" the districts alfected, 1f a majority of those present vote in favor of eonsolida-
tion, the weasure is adopted. and the district superintondent tssues an order
consolidating the districts, .

North Carolina.—(County.) The ('uuu.ly bourd of education divides the town.
ships into conveunlent kchool distrlets, The board s prohibited from ostablish. N
lug new schools in any township within 38 miies of schools already established,
or frown crentingg a school district with less thun G5 children, unfess such dix

*trict containg at least 12 square mlles ot'ierrltory. It may form a scbool dis-
‘triet out of portlons of two or more contiguous townships, 1t is anthorized to
_ consolldate two or more school districts fnto oue district and to secure facilitles
" for trunsportiug children to school. ‘The dally cost of transportation, howerver,
can not exceed the dally cost per pupll of providiug n separute sehool in a 5€)ul-
rute district,

North Dakota.— (‘Township and distriet.) The boards of cducation, whether
district boards or towuship bonrds, are authorized to organlze, watntaln, and
convenfently loente schools under the following regulations: Each bonrd wust
calt 0 meeting of the voters of the district to dectde by vote upon the gquestion
of the selection, purchase, or gunle of school sites and #choolbouses,  If the djs-
triét, whether a single diatrict or a township distzict, waintaing more than one
#ehool, the schools may be consolldated by tictior of the voters of the dlstrict.
At the sume meeting 1t I8 determined by vote whether or pot puplls shall be con-

, Aeyed at public expense to the school, The election muyﬁ{e calted by the hoarl
- on thelr own volltion or upon the presentation of n petlmlxcd by one-third

of the voters In the district. Two or more separiute ndJucd® districts may unite
on the najority vote of énch strict. ]

The State legislature of 1918 defined consolidated schools nnd dlvided them
into irst and secoud class achools. It provided also special State ald accor dlng
to the grade of the achool. (8ee p. 28.) . -

Oho.—(County, with townshlp and villnge subdistricts.) The Ohio school
laws, adopted in 1914, provided that the township and speclal school districts
exlstlng at.the time the law was passed shall constitute rural school districts

~:nntll chanxed by the county board. A district may be’dissolved and joined to a-
eon;lsnoua rural or. vmage district by n mafority vote of each districh . -

Bt kiihe question of Setitraltzation of the achools within a dlstrict miy be brouglit.

Fs hﬁwm mlo by the amnct« bond of ‘edué ‘

Ry

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



P - STATE LEGISLATION, 41

own volition ;upon the recelpt of o petition stgned by at least one-fourth of the
voters of the distrlet; upon the order of the county board of education. 'A ma-
Jority vote aarriex the question. A vote to dlssolve M.conso}idutlon cnn not be
legally held for three years. If a meeting votes not to consolidate, the question
cun nog be legadly voted upon aguin until (wo years Lave elapsed.

When the average daily atiendance of iy school for the yvear falls below 12
the district buavd of education must pfovide for the nnuspormtlon of the pupils
10 unother xchaol for the following year.

In adl mral aud village districts free transportation must be furnisbed for
all chltdrea living 2 milex or more from the sehbool, It may be furnished for

. pupils Hving neaver than 2 miles upon the optidn of the school bonrd. Children
iy he required o walk L mile to meet the selicol wagons, )

Oklahoma— (District.)  Meetingr of the voters of any two or maore adjucent
school districts suany be called in their respective districts to vote upon providing
woeonsolidated schoul. A majority of the votes in each district muast lw in favor
of the movement before consolidation shall be effected. The district board of
diredtors ore required to farnish tl-lllhpﬂl“l“(”l for nll pupils II\Jn;: 13 mbes
or more from the sglmol.

Pennsylvania.—~ uship)  The school code ndopted in 1911 provides that
the townghip boards of rRchool directors wuy cousolldate public schools in their
distriets They must, bowever, provide 1«11 rural districts free (runspdrmtloq .
of pupeils Iving "14 wiles of more from the echool. An et paseed April- 13, 1011,
provides as follows: -

That whenever graded schools ¢nn he nfde to nccommodate the puplls of one |
or wore uugradwd schools by congolldating such ungraded school or schools with
awthier sehool, eltber graded or nungraded, it shull be the duty of the school
direetors o abandon the one vont sehool .or /ehools, nud, lnstead of rebullding
er repalring tlie one-roon sehoolhiouse or scheolhouses, they shall erect a sult-
able modern bullding for the purpose of consolidating and properly grading nil
of the sald schools: Provided, That no pupils of the abandoned schools shall be
required to woik wore than 14 miles to the new school bullding.

Oregon—~(District.)  Consolldation fs cffected by the wajority of votes of. .
the school electors in ench district to be included in the proposed consoldntion.
The district school honrd of any legally organlzed district ghall, when author-
lzed by u mafority vote of the lexal voters of the district, furnish trnnsportn-
tion to puplls living more thun 2 miles from the school building. ‘However, in
theiv disevetlon they may pmy fhe board of any pupll at any snitable place pear
the sdmol instend of providing conveyance, when it can be doune at un equal
or less expense {hun by conveyance. Any dlstrict way vote to suspend its school -
and trangport children to another distriet if it sees tit to do so. .

Rhode Island —(Township.) The school conynittce of any town (township)-
may, with the approval of the State commissioner of public schools, consolidute
any schools the nverage number of pupfls belongihg (o ench of which is lcss than
12, Each town In town meeting nmmy determine to erect additional school
bulldings or to conmll(lale exlsting schools. Iu case .any town consolldates
three or nwre un;,:.ulvd schools and walptiing a graded schicol of two or more
depariments wlth not less than 20 pupils for eag‘h departwent, the State will’
Iy to such town $100 annually for each department. ‘Town school committes -
are authorized to provide trahaportation at publie expense, v

Bouth Carolina.—(County.) The 1912 legislature provided $15,000 St&hmld
to encourage the movement for consolidation in country districts, To receive
the benefit of .this nct, & rurnl disteict must levy and collect a school tax of

, ¢ ot lers than 4 mifls, employ at least two certified teachers for a. school tarm - ..
of-not. leasthan slx months and have gn earollment of not. fewer than 60, pupﬂl
eme cwly nttendnnce of no; fpwer than 80 puplls ﬂ"'bo muit bé:

s
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49 CONSOLIDATING SCHOOLS AND TRANSPORTING PUPILS.
tavght in A budldmg approved by the Rtate depmriment of edueation, oy
recelve $200 per venr. 1f the dlistrict employs three teachers and has an en-
mllmen‘( Of 75 pupils with an average daily nttendance of not loss than 40, i
may recelie Rinte ald nmounting to 300 per yenr,

School dlstricts may be consolidivted by the conuty board of edncition upon
the petition of at least one-third of the quulhiul voters of ‘hc district proposed
to be consolidated,  Rehiool trustees of o consolidated district receiving Stige
ald. under l(-x.lshnhv ennctment wentioned above, nuty use sich funds to jny for
transportation If they desire to do o, -

South Dakota.—(District.)  School Qistricts may be combined tnto singlo
townghlp dlstricts by the connty commisgloners upou the veceipt of # petition
signed by the mnjority of electors of the districta, A township bonrd of edaca-
tion is then appolnted aud schools muy be consolidated. The 1913 legisinture
provided that if two or more adjacent school districtr wish to congider consoli.
dation, the connty superintendent fx required to nuke 31 nmp of the Proposed
consolldnted district. showing the location of the sehoolhouses in the several
districta. the proposed location of the new school, the loention of trangportation
router, and submit the snme to the State superintendent for approval or re.
Jection.. When the plans have been approved. the county mlporlnlondmt peo-
vided.that he hns u petition signed by at least 25 per cent uf the \otorq of each
district, calls a publle meeting nt which a vote is taken for or nznlnst consolida-
tion, 1If three-quarters or more of the votes cast ask for consolidation. the
vote carrles, '

The board of edueation of the cousolidated school digtrict 1s authorized to
provide for the tmnsportntion of pupils, snd is required to transport pupils
living a ;zreutor distance than 2 miles from the school. Instend of providing

0 transportation, the bourd may. make arrangements with the parcut, guardian,
or other person. to transport such children as may tive more than 2 miles from
the school. Children shall not be' required to walk more than five-cighths of
mile from thelr homes to the transportation route.

District boards of educntion as well as honrds of conrolidated districts nre
permitted to fnrnlsh transportation or may pay to the parent. guardlan, or
pupil n certain sum of money in Heu of tranwportntion.  For pupils residing
more than 24 miles nnd less than M miles from the schoolhouse, the punrdinn

"+ or pupll slmli veceive from his school dlatrict 10 cents per day for each pupil:
if more than 3 milgg and less than 4 miles, 20 contr per day; If more than
4 wiles and less than 5§ mlles. 30 cents per day; i more (han 5 miles, 40 conts
per day. If there nre two persons In the same family, the rate per day 18 less.
No township or district may expend more thap £800 for transportation in one
Fear. When(\er children of achool age reside in a territory not organized futo
a school district,-the county mmmlusloneru shall puy their tuition and trays
portat!on to some schoot In an organized digtrict. In Hen of transportation
they may expend a rensonnble amount for rooin and beard of such pupils.

Tenneasee—(County.) By nct of the legisiature In 1913 the county bonwd

,of education is given full power and authority to consoHdate twoe or more .
achools and to furnish transportation to pupila who live too fur to walk to

‘~" school Special Rtate nald 18 given m consolidated schools of three or more
tenchers.

: Teras.—(DMetrict.) The munty superintendent has power to close the school

. . In any distriet with less than 20 pupila of n(-ho‘nmlc age nnd consolidate with

J', an-adjolning district. The connty commissioners' court may, at any time

;. they: aegm necésmury, consolldate two or. more ndjncent school districts. The

county high-rehool’ hontd ot ednmﬂon by. nnd wlth the mx\sent of n majorlty B
“‘h':;g&s-,:%;, AT P e T L g )
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TRANSPORTATION ARRANGEMENTS AND COST.

of all trustees fu cieh common-sehonl distrlet affected, may  cousolidite any
numher of connnon=xehaol districtg to ¢&tablish o high-school  distriet,  The
high-school distriet beeoes o consobidited distebt i every sense of the word,
The olld distriets cense go exist, and (e s<chools mny be closed and the chijdren
transported to u centrallzed school maintained o connectio with the high
school. ’

Ctal—(Disteiet and comty) In the conntles orzntzsd on the district
basis the hoard of conty comnissioners has pawer to consofldate schools, 1
conntles ovganized on, the comnty baxis the county boargd of educntion hins tull
power to locate sclinols wherever 1t wishes, [ may sell present sehool sites
and provide conxalidated xchools in its diseretion, 0

Verngnt.— (Township.) . The township bheard of school -directors are au-
thorized . to locate schools wherever they deem best, “They may provide con-
veyiapee of puipils at the expense of the 1own or iy pay, in len of trnusporta-

special Rtate appropriation is divided stz the towns fumishing trnsporta-
tHon-to pay part of the expenses of the conveyinee of pupils to publle sehools,

Virginia, — 1 Magistorial distrlety  The maghaertal district board Is given
power to loeite seheolhonses wherever it decms advisable, provided the wite,
loeation. plans, and specitications are approved by the division sdperintendent
of schools, The hearl is olsa anthorlzed to provide consolidfited schools and
public transportation.  The bhaards nre directed h,\" the Xtate bourd of eduea-

uin thre published regulations of the Stage board * to use (hefr best influence
I qreventing o nndtiplieity of schoels, partlenlarvly of small_ungraded rural®
schovlsrand to urge wherever possibie the consolldation of ﬁ*ll schools into
Tnrger schools with two or more teachers.'™ . '

Washington,.— (pistrict)y  Vpow’ o petition glgned by five heads of families
of two or mare adjointg districts in ghe stme county, the coility superfutender
may organlze And establish o comsoltdated school district.  Consofldated f5.
tricts receive s]uﬂ*l State add, In apportioniug State funds, the consolidated
district is credited With 2.0 days’ attendance in additiou to the sctual at-
teudnuee for ench distriet, less one, go consolidated. '(S(?e o270

West |'il'yiuiu.—-(M:l){is}y\‘ﬂll dixtrict.)  Magistertal honrds of educntion may,
upon the petition in writlyr of 75 per cent of the voters of the sulklistricts
nffected. nbolish any such subdistriet and consolldute the sehool or scheols
therein and provide for the conveyance of pupils, A e

Wiseongin ——(Comuty. ) Two or more school subdlstricts may be consolidated
by a favornble vote of each distriet affoated. Reate nid I whven €67 assisting fn
providing suttnble buitdings, alsofor providing transportition, ~ (See p, 20.)

Wyoming.—(Distytet.s Phe vounty disteiet boundary board may at nny time
annex the tervitory of a school distriet having less thau elght pupils to a _con-
tiguous distrlet.  The same bonrd may gl unite two school districts upon the
potition sigued by the mnfority of the véters in the districts affected.

III. TRANSPFORTATION .ARRANGEMENTS AND COST. .

Authority is given to school officers by the State legislatures in at -
least 43 States to expend public funds for the transportation of chil-
dren to schools, provided the children live outside of a reasonable
walking distance. Such authorization is necessary before large con-

thon, e reasmable s for the board of popils while attending sehool. A o
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solidated (hst/uets can be established.  Consolidated 'di\k()ricts of from
9 to 12 square miles may be established without trnnspm‘tutum

The regnlations fixed by the States are given in brief in the seetion
of this publication begmmng on page 34 In certain States trans-
portation at public expense is permissive only, in others obligatory.
-Ohio, for instance, requires free transportation to be furnished to all
children living 2 miles or more from the school.  Chihlren living
nearer tay be conveved free at the option of the school board. Tn
Misspuri {ree transportation must be provided to children living 2}
miles or more from a school.  Colorado school districts may furnish
free transportation to children whose homes are i} miles or mere

~.away. The consolidated district . boards of Kansas must furnish

transportation to children 2 miles or more from school, those «:‘f Okla-
homa to children 13 miles or more from school,  Pennsylvania pro-
vides that “ no pupils of abandoned schools shall be required to walk
more than 13 miles to the new school building.”

The details oFtransportation are of extrerie importanece, for the
consolidated school to which ehildren are conveyed in school wagons
or in public carriers can not be satisfactory unless the transporta-
tion itself is satisfactory. This7is well stuted by the Indiana State
superintendent of public instruction in a chapter on consolidatioh
in his nnmtal report for 1912,

The great objection which nust be met in covsulidating gur l‘l;l‘nl schools
i8 tranaportation. Muany parents obJect, and with good cause, to the fuet that

their children nre Lrangported too greit a distance and that they are compelled

to leave home too early in the morning and are returned too late in the even
ing. This demonstrates that the unit of consolidatlon is tvo Jarge. A read-
justment of the copsolldated aren shonld be made, and the puplls affected

should be trausported a reasonnble distunce. In rural comnnities where »

good roads cun not be amdntained throughout the year the people wmust be
content with the district school. Where the unit of cansolidutlon 8 not too
large transportntion of pupils bas made attendunce larger, more regular, and |
eliminnted tardiness. Trmsporlu(lon has been a great ald to the hoalth of
the children. They are not connwllod to walk through the vain and In the
mud, wearing ‘wet shoes all dpy. In the mujorlty of phices where we -have
consolicdation the s¢hool -officinls have been very uu‘e(ul to get respongible wmen
as drivers of the-school wugons. (‘oneequently, the pupils are under the cire
of eome responsible person all day. and the girls are protected on the way o
and from schoo) and the boysm, Influenced from the temptation to quarrels and

. . other miaconduct.

"The snccess*of the cousolidated schovl depeudn In very large measure upon\
tmnsportntlon If the transportation i8 safe, comfortable, rapid, u.nd in \

' scharge of auen of high chnracter, no tronbles result from it. When men.of

loav {déals are in charge of trunsportation or when transporwtfgn i8 slow, or
“when' the distance is too great, then certnln evils are at once seen, and just
complaint is made ugninst the consolldnted schools. These evils, bowever, are |

. all _remediable. 1f the people demand drivers of high character. they can be

lecured. lt the oﬂiclals Imdst upon mmdlty of tmnspormtlon that goo cun be
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(A) THF, DETAILS OF ARRANGEMEXTS FOR TR;\\NSPORTA'I‘IO’_N.

Transportation routes.~Usmally the school wagon follows a defi-
nite route and chijdren meet it on the route. The wagons are rve-
squired to run on schedule and leave fixed points at set times. In
a few cases wagons go to the homes of the children. .Ohio requires
the wagon routes to be arranged so lhut no child will have to walk
more than one-half mile to take the wagon ; South Dnl\otn so that no
clald will have to walk more than five-eights of a mile. Towa pro-
hibits the wagons fram leavi ing the public highways to’ receive or dis-
charge occeupants, and I)I‘(l}l.](S that children living ¢ unreasonable’
distances from schools or wagon routes may be transported ly
parengs or guardians, who ‘receive compensation for so deing.

While the wagon is the usual form of conveyance furnished at
most schools, many children are transported in all parts of the
conntry by steam railroads or électric roads.  In Massachusetts and

California, and, lll\(lnlll)tvdlv in other States, mtomobile Lusses are
conling mto use. In Virginia. on one route, a gasoline launch is
used. . .

Puyment to parents in liew of transportation—The plan of aflow-

- . . . . .
..ing parents or guardians a certain amount per day for providing

. conveyange for their own children is in operation to a certan extent
in many States. It is probably the only plan feasible in sparsely
settled d»l\tll(‘ts. and where ronds are very poor. In such cases
¢hildren journey to school in buggies, on horseback, ‘or on biceycles.
Uften the school funnishes a shed for the horses. The*amount
ullowed parents in South Dakota, Wisconsinand a fow other States
are given on page 31 et seq.

The plan hus several advantages and several disadvantages. Its
principal advantage is that children ride from their own homes to
the school by the most direct route gnd, as a rule, in less time than
would be taken by a school wagon! One of the principal disad-

vantages is the expense. It does not require a larger expenditure of

_school funds, but the total expended by the school patrons is much

Jereater. A large nmount must be invested in horses and vehicles,
and stubling and-feed for the horses provided. If the children them-
.selves drive, the horse is not available for other work on school days.
Another (llvu]\nntnge is that it 7TGes not assure the regulavity of

~nttendance and the freedom from tardiness resulting from the use
of transportation wagons, or of pablic electric or steam railroads.

Zhe driver~Among those who_have had experience with trans-
portation in school wagorns and ‘in public carriers; the sentiment
seems to beé much in favor of the wngon when  properly munuged

* The:trip. in. the_steam or. electric car js. made .more. qmckly nnd in




_ is not alway‘as satisfactory as in school wagons where competent
drivers are employed. The- children -recognize the right. of the’
scheol directors to ‘dictate their conduct while they are riding.on
wagons owned or leased by the school and driven by men or women
who have the same anthonty over them as is held by their teachers.
When riding in public carrters, children, as a rule, feel that they are
outside the authority of the school directors.

Satlsfactory transportation is obtained only when competent
drivers are employed. Great care must be taken to select drivers who

“»  are trustworthy, temperate, careful, and whose words will be- re-

spected and obeyed. In some instances, older schoolboys liv ing near
the end of the route drivp the wagons, keeping the teams in the
vicinity of the school during the day. The plan is seldom satis-
factory. In many cases wigons are driven by women, particularly)
during the busy seasons on the farm. In bad weather their places are
taken by their husbands. The arrangement is usually satisfactory.

. The use of & farm teamster or * hired man " is not to be recommended.

Whenever a parent of one or more of the children transported is em-
ployed the service is usually satisfactory. E. M. Phl“lpS, State
rural school commissioner of Minnesota, says:

probable thnt next year's reports will show g_higher average salary for drivers.
It may reach $30 per month. The pructice of employing schoolboys to drive
is a dangefous one. A few near accidents as the result of -this practice will
teach boards to do away with It .entirely. It pays to employ responslible
drivers: It pays to dlsmiss promptly any driver found to be unreliable in any
. particular.
i The wagoh.—Another essential for satisfactory transportation is
a comfortable wagons.  They must be well built, strong, safe, and
* warm. - 'They must be covered and equipped with side curtains to
keep out wind and storm. Glass sides are much better than curtains,
a3 the children are not then sitting in semidarkness, and in addition
' they can see the country as they pass along. It results in hetter con-
o - duct. The best wagons are built so that the drivess sit inside with
%~ the children. They are then~in the position to require proper con-
duct and conversation on the part of the boys and girls under their
. charge. In cold weather the floor is.covered with rugs or with straw,
and'lap robes are provided. Often wagons are heated by coal or oil
¥ ptoves ‘plitced .sometimes inside and sometimes outside under the
'+ wagons. - “Footstones or planks of hardwood are sometimes. used,
: bemg heated by ‘parénts at their homes in the morning and again
onthe achool ‘stove for ‘the retum Cnp Arhﬁmal heat, however, is
mw'éﬁi’ry exceptifi efxtg-eme cold of on Jgng routes.,
~ On accoutit of the Tmportance of providing good agona, it 18

!!'IJ-JQI:"'"" 2l S ) o S R 3 ﬁ- _—
D I coxsoummc SOHOOLS -AND . TRANSPORTING ‘PUPILS. “4;:
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"The cost in consolidated schools, as shown in the reports for the year 1911—12; e
is surprisingly small, avéraging only $40 per month. per driver. It is entirely -

dmwtu ,(anml yrici oe--fot hehool nuf.hormea in}:gﬁ'i"ii‘y_ A
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States to purchase wagons, hiring only the drivers and teams. In

* Minnesota the State department.of education, in awarding State aid

to consolidated schools, makes as a condition the use of wagons built

according to specifications furnished by the department. These
specifications cull for a closed wagon with curtain sides. and glass in”

front and rear, the driver riding inside with the children: They
designate the materials that may be useftl, also the size and weight of
the wagon. Doors must be provided at Loth ends, and the front
wheels must “ cut under.”

As evidence of the importance of proper wagons and drivemss the-

following from the Carnegie Foundation Report on Edncatmn -in
Vermont is given:

Ju piaces where trausportation has not heen ;intlsfnctor;j the difficulty is often
due elther to the driver or to the conveyance. Parents charged that a rough

hoy driver bad taught thefr boys to smoke, tnd tolernted and even encouraged |

dirorder.  Older drivers were sowefimes intoyicnted, Ratisfaction almost
always follows when a driver is either a father.or m myther of some of the
children. A wsecond source of difficulty i8 the type of wagon or slelgh used.
Wagons may be so crowded that the children are uncomfortuble, * © o

Sometimes other londs also are carried, and the children are made to walk up

hills and over bad roads. Sgmetimes sufficient blankets are not supplied. The
grentest ratlgfaction bas h’eeu experienced with the " school harges  purchnsed
by some of the towns. For fall and spring these are aprivg wagoas with top
aud sldes curtnined for protection from min and sun. The rents extend along
#le sides @nd are cushlioned.  For winter use there nre sleighs with closed tops.
In noue of those. obgerved was there provision for heating. but the drivers had
often procured ronpstona or pleces of hardwood, which they heated over the
school stove and plnced at the feet of the pupils ou their way hope. These
mme objects were hented fn the homer of the puplia lu the nmrnlng and used
an the way to, school.

THhe folluwing also 4n reference to Vermont, but not from the re-
port just quoted, is further evidence: "

It s umt\fung to report thut feveral towns during the past blennium have
purchused barges rpecially constructed for the conveyance of schoul children,
Tn conseyuence the opposition to consolidation -1n those towus has bee grently
reduced. ag parents {n general are not so much exercised over the qiestion of
ytrunsportation ae they are over the kiud provided. The experlence of those

towns which hn\e provided proper and comfortable comeyance ought ‘to be

suggestive to the'towns which have not so m'ovlded.
Transportation tnd the roads.—Transportation is, of course, much

eagier in n district with good roads than in one with bad roads, and
t)fSre is much road in the country so bad that trdnsportation'of '
school children is impossible during certain seasens of the yeaf. -

However, if the roads are,good enough for the children to pass over
on foot. they -are passable for wagens, and the wagons would bring

them to’ the school with dry feet and clothes. .In muddy-and- wet'

')eather mgny chlldren who walk to: school over'bad roads M‘e e




-8 ‘CONSOLIDATING - SOHOOLS AND TRANSPORTING - PUPILS, .

The large pumber of wagons used in all parts of the country,
-and over all sorts of roads, is the best evidence that the consolidated
school with public transportation may be established in a sectivn
with poor roads. Mr. J. B. Eggleston, formerly State superin-
intendent of Virginia, speaking of the success of transportation in

" that State, snys:

During the fifth year (1912) of this policy we hnave over N0 wagons run-
ning in all sections of the State and under u’lmost every porsible condition.
We have routes us long ase8 mlles and as short as 24 miles. We have wagons
on good roads iund bagd roads, on level roads and wountain roads, on rocky roads
and sand roads, on maendim roads and red-clay roads. We have transportation
wagons of the latest and most modern type, and we have ordinary farm-wagons
fitted up for the new and precious freight, We have one-horse and two-horse
xwagons, and in one instance we have a four-horse transportation wagon, or
*kid cart.” as it I8 cnlled, which hauls between 45 aud H0 children to school

. every day.

The Minnesota commissioner of rurul schools says:

For a considerable period of years, too, chilkiren have heen successfully trans-
ported in this State, in widely separated portfons, under road and weather
conditions abont as faverable and about as unfuvorable as the State affords,
Personal investigntion of the situation has shown ‘that trangportation in Minne- H
sota Is entirely practicable aund generally- satisfactory.

Nothing stimunlates good-rond dbuilding like the necessity for road travel
Consolidation Las fairly intoxicated communities with a zeanl for road huilding.
tome districts still have very poor transportation route8; but many mlles of
road previously impnssable in wet seasons have already been put in good con-
dition. and the good work will be (nkon up agaln with the next open season.
In a word, poor roads can be made lnto good roads and this transformntion
will Le made with promptitude where transportation of schicol chlidren i8 in
vogue,

An interesting statement made in a bulletin on consolidation,
published recently by the University of Illinois, follows:

It is a singular fact and one that escaped notice uutll very recently that trans- |
portation has . been long practleed in all paris of the country; and when men
are.showing, as they suppose, couclusively that transportation of chlldren is |
imposeible on account of * bad roads” and “stormy weather” they will find,
if they look gbout, that it hns been going on silently for years all about them.

A good proportion. of the young men and women in the viliage and small city
‘high schools everywhere cowme from the sirrounding conntry, and a lur&*’ahnre
of them drive or ride to and from echool every day. In one instance a family
of fonr young men, all graduated from the city high school, driving 7 mlles and
2 back dally. This was over the “mud roads” of ceutiul Xlllnois. In this same

* __gmall city -the nonresident tuitlon has wore than paid the superintendent's
: salary for the last 30 years. %upt. Kern reportd that the farmers of Winne-
[ -, bage County alone have puid over $30,000 tnition in the city schools in the last
v t» 10 yvars, 4 ' 0
"V I oue cigy” In «centra) Thiinols A many ag seven vehicles eome into town over
: N llnﬂg”md every day bringiag chlldnen to school.: Iu this instance the livery-,
_Moen:were oblged to- niake. additions to fheir mm- “on qccouugwof the séQtol'tm
 peinging. childrw to ochool. : ;
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4. AUTOMOBILES USED TQ TRANSPORT PUPILS, BRAWLEY SCHQOL. IMPERIAL i
COUNTY, CAL.
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4 B. TRANSPORTATION WAGQNS, WHITE RIVER, RANDOLPH COUNTY. IND.
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On the bagig of facts Hke these it {8 folly to maintalu that transpertution
is impossible. Transportation s n fuct, n well-settled pructice glready, though
it is done at private expense, which I8 the most costly way. Imagluable. It ia
Lot too much to sny that the horser now engaged fn carrying young men and .
women to the village high school fn all sorts of conveyances are fully encugh, <~
if doubled up and attached to suitable vehicles, to carry all the children of
the same territory to a centrul‘ school.  Trausportutiom®s n tact. Shall we
enjoy 1ts full frults in a rational systein of country schools? '

The success of 'trunxporlution.——'l‘he suceess of furnishing trans-
portation seems to be universal wherever properly handled. An
interesting study made in Connecticut by the secretary of the State
hoard of education is reported in his annual report for 1913.

The expense per pupil for conveyance to elementary schools in
Connecticut for 1011-12 was $23.69 for the school year of 184 days.
The total number of children conveyed was 8,481: the ‘total expendi-
ture. $82,465.97. This does not include $12,968.83 paid for the trans-
portation of high-school pupils. The elementary children were trans-
ported by school wagons,“trolley cars, steam railroads, and by pri-
vate conv eynnées In many cases parents are paid a certain amount
per day in liew of transportation.

The report mentioned gives for each township in the State the
number of elementary school childrgn transported, the cost for the
vear, and whether or not the transportation is, on -the whole, satis-
factory to the pavents and beneficial to the schools. There are 120
townships in the State that reported children transported. Of these,
8 failed to report on the last item. The others reported as follows:

Satisfuctory to parents and beneficinl to schoola__.__.____________ 98 A
lnnutolal‘uctor\ to purontq but baeneticinl to schools_____ R e O
Unsatisfuctory to pnrents und not beneficial ‘to schools_ . ________. 4 1
Unratinfuctory to parents and no report whetber beneficial or not-- 4

Concerning one town, in which one school was closed and the four
children in attendance conveyed during the four winter months to
a central school, it is stated that the sentiment in the community is
that it would be better if this school were not ¢losed.” No reason _
is given.

In another case where two children formerly nttendmg a school © i

" which had been closed ave conveyed by a parent, the plan is unsatis. J
factory because “the parent wants more money.” Tn a third case

13 children are transported. It is reported unsatisfactory because .
*“ isolated families are expensive to transport and the parents expect
too much for trnnsportmg their children.” A fourth case, where 64
children are conveyed, it is reported as generally satisfactory, “ex

. eept for complaints of some pareits of the boisterousness of large
boys in wagons.” In a fifth case, where 9 chlldren are tmnsporbed
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sssigned. Three cases, where 42,50, and 113 children, respectively,
are transported by trolley and wagons, report “ hardly satisfactory ”
in one school and “ not entirely satisfactory” in two. Another cave
reports that it is not satisfactory i in one district. Another reporta
that it is satisfactory, but the expense of transportation is growing

-md becommg a burden; another that the plan ‘s satisfactory to

pments but * not beneficial " to school; ** would not close any school
if there were eight pupils.” ;

Prof. A. B. Giraham. at the head of the agricultural extension serv-
ice of the Qhio State University, recently made a study of the satis- .
faction to school patrons of transpor tation to Ohio consoliduted
schools. He states that— o

80 per cent of the panents report that their chjldren attend moﬂe regularly
uunder trauswrtathgthnn they did previously.

90 per cent teport their ahlldren more interested in school than Ifefore.

95 prer cent think thelr teachers show more interest in thelr work.

100 per cent practically agree that the soclul and educational interests of the
townshlp consolidated huve grently improved. .

5 per cenit of thore who were formerly opposed to consolldation and transpor-
tation are now in favor of it.

Miss Mabel C. Williams, superintendent of Shelby County. Tenn.,
writes as follows:

The transportation of puplls in publicaschool wagous has proved to he «
great miccess in Slhelby County. The system wns Instituted five years ngo. We
now have 15 wagons running, with petitions for wauy ore as Foon an wé can
butld the consollduted scuoois. It wonld be’ immmihlo 1o persugde the pupils
who ride in the wagons to lenve the consolidated schools and go back to the one-
teacher or two-teacher schools f}'mn whence they came. The parents and
teacliers appreciate the mrenter advantages which the Inrge sehool offers. We
find that the nttendnnce is Letter on the wagon routes, ns the chll(lrvu do not
have to conaider the wenther. Only one child hns ever been hurt on the wagous,
and that was not serfous. We have carried as many a8 50 in one wagon. 1 dn
not remember that we have ever bad n cowplaint of drunkenness, profauity,
tardiness. or carelessness on the part of the wagon drivers. In fuet, most of the
trouble which Is anticipated from the adoption of the pnhlh-m hml witgo never
bhappens. - . ~

. (n) CONT OF PEBLIC TRANSPORTATION,

v
The cost of transportation varies in the different States. At the
Montague consolidated school the total number of children trans-
ported in 1912-13 was 84, ut a total e\pendlturc of $1,559.82, or ap-
proximately 10 cents per pupil per dsy. Each driver received onan
average $1.70 per day or $312 per year, and carried an average of 17

--children. The shortest route is 2 miles, the longest 4.5 miles. The
‘drivers furnish their own wagons and teams. This is about the

average amount paxd in Mnssnchusetts. :
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steam and electric cars. The cost of the regular wagons was $2.24
per day, the average route being ‘4.5 miles in length. Tippecanoe
County, Ind., transported 1,000 children to 67 schools at an ‘average
cost of 15.7 cents per pupil per day, or $2.34 per wagon per day. In
the 13 townships of the county the cost ranges from 9.8 cents to 20.7
cents per day for each child.

Lonisiana in 1910-11, the last  vear thut figures are available at

this time, transported 5,151 children in 249 wagons, at $38 per wagon.

per month. or $2.58 per child per month, or 13 cents per child per
school day.

In Vermont there was paid in 1911-12 the sum of $128,962 for pub-
lic transportation and for board of pupils in liew of transportation.
The avernge number of children transported was 4,490, making the

. annual cost per child per yvear $28.72, or nppm\iumtclv 18 cents per
day. The State appropriates $20,000 annually, which is n.ppmtloned'

among towns expending school money for transportation,of elemen-
tary scliool pupils. , k\

In Washington State the total number of pupils transported in
1010 at public cxpense was 1.855.  There were 96 wagons used, the
avernge cost being $2.61 per wagon per'day and $23.75 per pnpll per
year, or :nppm\mm(el\ 15 cents per day.  The total expenditure for
public transportation 1n the State was $44523.

d

CosT DAra FOR TYPICAL STATRS,

\ ) Tippceanae ('mmlu.'lml,, 141,
ConsoHdation began______ . _i_._..._.. 1380
Transportation at public expense begal oo ... _______...__._.____ 1900
Nuniber of district- schools. . . __.__..._ .. S S 45
Number of consolidated sehooln-_________ ... e 20
Number of wagons used. .. ____ .. el T 67
Number of _pu]»!ls transported . . ..._.1,000
Cost per warol per Ay - - - e . - 824
COS\t per c¢hlld per day - .. wu(.s-_ 15.7
The cost per child per day varles from 0.8 to 20.7 cents,
Minucxota, data for 191112,
Children transported at public expenre to consolidated schools________ » o
Total cost of transportation_ .. . _______________________ £20, 870
Cost per child per year_____________________ e e ___ ... ‘§21. 70
Cost per child per duy. . _.___.__ e e a_Celits_ . 14.6

- . lmm data for schobl year 194-12,

(‘hlfdren transported ut public expense to consolidnrted schools
Number of schiool wagons_ ...l _____._ .. > @ ocrCerceraeaes

B
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Louisiana.

Number of consolidated scfnmlu_______._.__,._N_-_______' ____________ 210
Number to which children'are trangported at public v\p«-uw AU 141
I\umber*ﬁ( wagonettes .. L ___ . . T__ . _....0 . 249
Number of children transported .. ____________ ... __. e - 0, 151 l
verage cost per wagon per Thonth___ ..o . _______ ... __._. .. $37.97
%emge nuwber of children per wagop,. . ... AP 14. 27
Average cost per ebild per miontho . ___.______ ... . . . _. ... . 2 608
.\wrage"cost Of WREONOH OB _ ... . ___ $146.%

+
From lfurhum x atuity of conxolidated schouls of fonr tow n*lup* in northcasterns
Ohiso ( 181y,

Totalwcost of transportation. . .. . . ____. TP I 3 RN
Nuniber of children conveyed_ oo __. e el R IR
Cosat per child per year_o___ - . Lol lolL L ... 15
Cost per chlld per duy_ ... . . ... . . __cents. 9

A4 qmsufiduh-d wcltool in Larimer County, Colo,

| ] . .
[ Milas for | Monthly |Numln-ru!
Routes. first child | salary of children in
| to ride. driver. wagon.
ag
' - .= _e_ 5 ‘
. 4 ' $19 2
A | 40 A
. 1 5 0 25
4 ' 40 B b1
2 1 37 2N
5 € 5 15
3y | 44 0
| .

There were seven. wagons; the average monthly salary of the driver was
$48: and the transportation cost per pupll per duy-was ¢ conts.

Consplidation of schuols and tranxpurtation of pupils in Shelby County, Tenn.
b 50 oo eeerm £ acm o ok a g : i
@ | Distance -.
Namea of consolidated schools, R(lilnl'xi‘:()-rm traveled
\ : . . Linfles).
- t
0. 00 5 s
00, 00 5 5
50.00 | 4 P
.00 4
. 0.00 4
4. ¥5 &
40.00 ! 3
19.75 | b
5.00 ! 3
55.00 3
50.00 3
0.5 -4
49. 50 4
19, 00 3 -
44.80 4

I e B e e oy
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TRANSPORTATION ARRANGEMENTS AND COST.

Tranaportation, Jladixon County, Tenn,

«
| « q ! Distance I
Nimes of conscinbated sehools \ \«;lr‘:\r:‘r"( | traveled
H co (miles). \
Pape...oo o . 2 soon 7 t
ope........ aoaalf o S | .
Tope. ... . a0 o aa o N o 5
. Matesas,.. . .o .0 L L 2500 . 4l
- Pinsen., .. o  oobaa noao i 500 Ay
Cenfer I'uint. ... .. L \ oo - st
Sprine Creek.... ... . L 400 S
. S P
(('\ CONTRACT WIUTHL DRIVER. .

The following forn contract. i= in us¢ in Raudotph County, Ind.:

. : ”~ 3 .
Caxtract ror Haviazg Scuont Citr breX.

- -
S Route N .. ) ewnship
Contract entered Into on ____. cemymma o 19, between o oo -- .
party of the frat parts and oo oo trastee of L oiaes

sehool township of Rundolph County, .. party of the second part.

Fhe party of the first part (for the snm named below to be pald by the party
of the second part) agrees to perform the following work: Fo drive the school
wigon o route No.o oo I 1) S 1 Comooooscans rchool township of Ran-
Aolph Connty. Ind., and Junl all the_eliildren of school age now reslding and
adineent to sahd route (or who may be along said route durlng the life of this
comtraet) ta and from the schioul, aeeoarding to the following schedule. The saild
aehédule (o be as follows nnless changed by the trustee: '

Commencing 4t the - Standard sun, Returning. Btundnrd sun,

Thenee to the. .o Schoob {00000 P leaving. ... Schoolat. oo ova ™
arviving at.

Said work is to be governed by. the fullomng condmom

1. The mid....... 060000500068 sehool lm\ nship is to furnish tl\e/\\aguu to be

£4

ured and keep it in repair.




b4 COONSOLIDATING SCHOOLS AND TRANBPORTING PUPILS, -

2. The'aaid party of the first part is to furnish, keep, and feed all the horsen, and
furnish harness, necesary to haul the wagon on the mid route, without any expense
to the said....... N I T schoot lmvuslnp, other than the pay agreed upon
for the party of the fint part in this contract. .
(hure insert conditfon as to stable)...... ... ... ... S e P

3. The party of tht, ﬁmt parl i to lm\o control uf all the schoul children so h.mlcd
toand from school, to kovep order aud miintain dircipline while in the wagon or along
the route, and to teeat all children in a gentlemanly and civil msnner and to see that
no child is amposed upen or mistreated while in his charge, and shall use every ecare
for the safety of the children under his charge.  All school hacks shall come to a full
stop immediately before crossing steam or clectric railwayn and the driver shall asce:-
tain positively as to the approach of any danger. The party of the first part hereby
agrees to prevent the use of tobacco inany form, by himaeli or any other pemon vipon
the school wagon while under his charge.

4. The party of the first part is-to drive the wagon and.aake the children along the <
route overy day that school is in session during the school yearof 19. .. and 19.

5. The paity of the fimt part shall inform the parents of the achaol (luhhvn as (o
the time he will arrive at the place where the children are to take (Re achool wagon
each morning, so that the childron can bo ready to get into the wagon with the least
possible delay” 1le shall wait & reasonable length of time for the childven in case
they are not ready when the wagon arrtves-in the morning, but he will nat be required
to 80 wait over two minutes.  Said party of the fisst part is to use as many hornes s
nectsaary to haul the wagon on the schedule eslaid down in thix contract.  The party
of tho first part is to personally perform all the said work as laid down in this agrecment,
unless perfuission for a substitute be given by the trustee, who shall designate who
such substitute shall be. This contract shall not bo amigned to another persoit to
perform without the written consent of the said township trustec, ts purty of the second
part, and to be so written upon the back of this voniract. The’party of the firt purt
is to wash and clean up the wagon at end of term and place it in the sebool bari, e
elsewhere, as directed by the trustee without extra compensation.

6 Pasty of the first part h(‘reb\: arees to make all reports called for hy' the
tl‘ll\t(‘e or anyone siuthorized by the trustee to eall for them.

. The party of the mecond part hereby agrees to puy the pairy-of the first
part the sum of _____ I V11 T17 o - O, )} per day for every dny €ich work .
is performed. Py for such work cau ouly be drawn each month durijyg s serhioal’
term ot at the end *of the term, or on the &ame jrluu and lvlms as with the
school-teachers If the trustee 30 desires o

8. The wiilful violatlon of any of the provislons of this contraet shalt be:
cause far its forfelture.

9. In case anything should :rise not namel or caverel by thix contenet, the
nntter shall be adjusted by the township trustee. whose decision shinll govers
all parties coucerned. '

To all of the above we do hereby agree fu every particular by signing our

pnies on this, the. . ___ @y of oL _l19__.
B & it it Fu = T e w
BN Party of the First Part.
3 B e et At ) .
Trustee of__ - - . __._____.__ w—-School Townghip, Randolph Caountp, Ind., and.

Porty of the Necond I'art. ¢

e
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LS B N ’

IV OOQT oF I‘HL (O\bOLlD ATED SCHOOL. :

Ixperience in consolidated schools proves conelusively that the
cost of education per child per day. in such schools as a rule is much
less “than,in one-tescher schools, provided that largely increased
salaries are not paid to the teachers in the umsolulnted schools.
The consolidated school may be, and l.suallv’ is. made more expensive,
due to the_fact that consolidation follows an editeational awakening
which demands not so much centr dl‘i/.ltl()ll of buildings'as the edu-

aml the addition of high-school grades;

In studying data, thelcfme. of comparative costs of r'onsoﬁduted
and nonconsolidated schools, consideration must be taken of work
done by the consolidated schools that is not done by the others. The
following data give representative fizures from various States.

t'ost of small gchools in Tennessee and -North (arolina—That the
cast of the small one-teacher school is extreme is well understood.
Récent studies in Tennessee and Nortis Carolina have heen made on
the cost of small schools, the schooll being grouped nccording to the
mmber of pupils. The average cost per child per month, based on
the average daily attendance, in Tennessee in 1912 was g follows:

In 672 schools with from 1 to 15 puplls encloo o . . . ____..__.... $3.02

In N7 schiools with from 16 to 20 pupils eneh ... ___________ 214

© lu N schools with frome 21 t0 25 pupils eacho_ .. 1. G-

In 1056 schools with from 26 to-30 puplls each . _______________. 1. 52
In the elementary schools of 13 repredentatlve cities of the State the
avernge mouthly cost per pupil based on the avernge dally attendance

WHR oo ool e e ot e e e o e e o 1.27

The avernge cost per child pér wibnth for teaching only. hased on
the av erage daily attondnn(-e, in \'mth Carolina was us follows:/

In '«‘hunls or from 1 to 12 pupila lngl||si\e .......... ce0 soopaco o 5o o 00 s';_. s{1}
tu schdols of from 13 (o 15 pupils, fnchnstve. s o o0 2 03
n seliools of from 15 to 20, pugls-tuelusbve oo oL 1.65
In xchools of from 1 to 20 pupiix, hmluhnm_-_. e, 207
Cust of teaching per puphls mmmith;ms@l on the avernge dafly nttcnd '

auce in the elepmxmrs a(lmulx uf 18 North Carolina eities_ _____._____. 1.33

© Compaiative cost of. tui.ta}ru in ,olva-——lhe follmnng, taken from
the * Report of the State Superintendent of dowa for 1912, includes
data on the cost of conwhdntml schools in that State as compured
with neighboring non(‘omohdated schools. It -must be remembered
that the consolidated schools,’ n(s\n rale, gave further advanced work
then was given by the small schobl’s.. :

Lhe follow ing data, tnhulute«l from the reporis of lhe c\umm snperlntendema
for the yenr emung June’ ’10 1011 shm\ mmo luwresnuu fmvts \'oncemlng'-the

ctional advantages made- possible through L‘!ltl.lllllltl()ll Longer-
terms, better equipment, trained teachers, superyising principals,
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compar}he attendance, cost per pupil, etc., as represeated by the average for ¥
.all the rural schools, not consolidated; in the counties given angd the consoli-
dated schools. The average daily attendance is higher and the sverage cost
of tuition is lower on, account of the better attendance in consolidn ted districts
than {n districts muintaining small schools s

Conipdrative cust of consvlidated and of nonconsolidaied sehcols in lotwa.

| [
! Attendance.
. A"“’?ﬂe Numben 7| Acost of
number { Sum
Schools. - months | of hacks. | Per cent | Per cent tuition.
of schoal. of enu- | of enroll-| | PO%
meration| mgnt. ’
———— e e - J—— P -
Washington County:
Nonconsolidsted schools, .. .. . [T, Py s o 1.8 ' 69 L $2.99
Crawfordsville cansolidated schools. ... . Y., ... 9.0 5 a 85 - LT
Mitcheli County: i
Nanconsolidated schoals. . 7.8 ... 4 68 3,37
Mclnt consol}dstcd schobls 2.9 9 60 ] 2.04
Marshall '
N 2. ........ 52 68 3.8
9.0 ¢ l o 81 2.8
ROl..........0 3 61 5
8.0 8 { 51 ] 1.8
84 f.......... 8 87 3.13
9.0 4 63 ” 28
9.0 4 61 h] 3.6
8.2, Tl s 53 61 3.66
7.0 8 71 M3 1.93
2 9.0 4 % 69' 273
728 ool b M [ 3.3 .
8.0 3 67 ® 2.7
: 6710 ......... 1 62 348
9.0 6 60 ™ 1.9
an‘ Vista County:
Nogreonsalidated achools. . R8O [La.... 44 ® 2 3.7
M 9.0 6 61 R4 1.8
y Newall consolidated scl\ools... 9.0 ¢, 60! 0 2.
§ Truesdale consolidated schools .2 4 ) | 66 39
b .

)

. i ‘ . -

Cost of consolidated achools in Illinois.—The fn]lmvmg table rela-
[ - tive to Illinois cnnsohdated schools was compiled by the State super-:
. intendwgt of publi¢ instruction in 1912, It not only gives the cost of
maintmmng the consolidated schools, but also shows the numberadd-
hlgh -scheol departments and “the introduction of courses mot
> pracucuble in district schools. It ‘will be noted that 23 districts, with
* 653 children enrolled, had been consolidated into 8 dlstncts, with 940
‘enrollment, while anly 30 teaéhers were employed in the 8 dQistricts
,to do the evork done formerly in the 23 dxstncts and in addition
to give the instruction'in 8 high-school departments, 4 of ‘which give
.l four-year courses, 2 three-year courses, and 2 two-year courses.-
: It\rngay be noted also that in 5 of the 8 schoolsl agriculture, mgnual
R trammg, and domestic science ire generally tanght. The 8 sthools
; hnrqﬂled 987 more pupils than the schools repla?ﬁ 97 of whom

- Were tngtlon guyﬂg frgyx outs§de the eonso]lidated districts.

i
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! iB J
. John | Scott- |Seward | District | Hifds- U | Harlem X
Swaney ’ Jand | 8chool, | 115, boro gcnhmt scnlmbl Sghool, o
ltems. School, | Bchool, | Winne- | Wood- | School, Douglss| John- | ¥ inne-
’ l’utmml Edgawr | bago ford Douglas Count con . bago
County. : County. |County. |County. | County. ¥ ICounty ICounty.
Numberof districtsconsolidated. K] 3 1 3 4
Number of sections of land in o . o
district . 18
Assessed valoatian &&7.”
Tax levy, for maintermance £3. 700
Tax levy. for bnliding. 200
* Rateof ta per$l, 000 for ma ”‘“ g
nance.
Total tax before unioa . . | $1,800
t'ost of pew bullding.. ... $17,700
Number of teachers. . . ... aao 4, a
Number of pupils.. . 100
Number of puplls befors ﬁmon 62
Number of n tion pupll.- 4
Nujober of years in high s 4
Is agriculture taught Yer
Is iiumesfic scieance taught Ye
1< mmanual trining taug! Yoo o
1« theschool Iwn««hanbe o8 Yes.
Are pupits lnn;{mu‘l . R Yes R
Are pupils eatisfied... . ..., .: Yes. i

*high-school departments, since the mujority of such schools main-

-

INinvis consoléidatcd schooa—T abdulated report of county auperintendemts, -

(‘ost of conzolidated wchools in Indiaue—The most complete study
3

of the relative cost of consclidated and nonconsolidated schools is
that, of the State department of public instruction of Indiana, the-
results of which are published in the report of the State suferin-
tendent for 1912. This gives data by counties, comparing all con-
solidated schools in each county with the nenconsolidated schools.
The expenditures for nmintenance of the two groups are given in
the following table, which has been compiled from thote given in the
"tute report. The pex capita cost is bused on average daily attend-
ance: The data for consolidated schools include e‘pendltures for

tain grades above the elementary schools, and data are not available'
for the elems&m and secondary departments separatelv. ' .

'~ ut of mmot(datcd ond mmvonnolldaud e huolu lu lndlana

1
. Consolidated by
Nonoonsoll %

ulxb«ha:l. J “daed (no . %

S nctuded). - m schools). . B

Number of schools. . e treite cemreiar e he earene A |7
Avmdnﬂyntundang 50000 00 [P 31,314

Total cost: N

aus |
é“l
o4 |




“The per capita cost in high schools is always mucfl greater than in

IR
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Cost 6f cunsvlidated and -nonconsolidated schools in Imdisno—Continued.

~ 5

Consolidated '
leberel | abiad e
{ncluded). high achools).

I

-

Per g&m ©cost based on average daily attendsno=:

"
~

(oo 0 - obE .21 |
Repatrs. .... 1.37 1.82
Janitors 2.16 .97
8 16, 30. 67
3.8 36.31
Transportation ‘ ' X, 15.23
. Total........ 49.12 38.31

The total ¢ost in thg consolidated schqols, not including transpor-
tation, was $33.89 pet child; in the district schools, $36.31. Includ-
ing transpartation the cost per child in the consolidated schools was
$49.12. —_ ; :

i A study of the above figures shows the cost of schooling per child,
when the expense of transportation is not included, to be $2.42

reater in the district schools than in the consolidated schools, show-
ing that the district schools are not as economical, as. far as the cost
of education itself is concerned, as the consolidated schools. When
the transportation is included, however, the consolidated schools cost
$12.81' more than the district schools. This looks very high; how-
ever, we must keep in mind that the educational opportunities given
by the consolidated schools and by the district schools # not cor-
respond in any respect. The consolidated schools wereWinintained

+ approximately 20 days longer during the year than the district

schools; they employed better teachers at higher ‘salgries, and in
each building a principal is employed who devotes part of hjs time
to supervising the work of the other teachers in.the Luilding. In
many cases the principals are men, where under the old plan few
men were employed. Furthermore, practically all of these consoli-
dated schools mainiain’ Aigh-school departments, whereas before
the consolidated schools were established there were few high schools.

‘elementary schools.

V. EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES OF CONSOLIDATION.

* Consolidation is consideséd usually for the purposes either of
securing better educationtl facilities or of decreasing the cost of
maintaining schools. The second of these has beon discyssed in the
»pnew‘dixfg section. Some of the educational advantages of the con-

-molidated school will be presented in the following .sections. Much

space, however, will not be taken for the subjeet, since it is gererally
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recognized that the consolidated school does offer giany educational
V opportunities that the one-teacher school can not offer. Progress in
*-~ consolidation is slow, not because these advantages are not under-
stood, but because the difficulties connected with transportation
seeni unsurmountable to those without experience, and also-be-’
cnuse there is a strong sentiment for the old one-teacher schoolhouse
in sight of every home. There is ajso a fear on the purt of the
property holders that property values will decrea% with the re-
moval of the local School.

The question of tmnqportatmn has already been considered.

-.Sentiment for the “old school ” is praiseworthy, but it ought not te
interfere with the establishment of a better school if a better school
can be obtained. A school should be located within sight of every
home, provided there are enough children to maintain it. Presi-
dent John Adams said, in 1785, * There should not be a district of
1 mile square without a school in it.” There might be a general
agreement if President Adams referred only te areas included
within city limits.

A depreciation in land values with the removal of the local schools
to a central school has never occurred as far as information has been
obtained. Reports from all-sections of the cougtry are to the con-
trary; where good centinl schools have been established land values
have risen, not enly adjacent to the new school but through all the
territory served by the school. '

M. B. Hillegas, in speaking of consolidatian and lumi values in
Vermont wherever consolidation has been effected, says, in"the Car-
negie report on education in Vermont:

It has often been feared that th'e closing of g rural school wonld tend to ~

lower the “value of the adjacent property, but In no place where consolidation_
was In succesgtul operation was this :rgument consideted valid.

Mr. R. F. Gaither, principal of the Mays Lick (Ky.) consolidated :
school, in a recent article concerning the school, says:

™~ Three and a half years ago Mr. James Kirk bought o 178-nere farm neer the
achool known as the C. W. Willinma farm at $107 per acre. A year and s half
ago Mr. Kirk sold to Mr. Eff Willinma 10 ncres of thia land at $125 an acre; to
Mr. T. B. Robertson 30 acres, at $110; and to Mr. James Blattery 50 acres. at .
$110. Mr. Kirk has been offered 8166 per acre for the remnining 83 acres and
{8 holding the price nt $100 per acre. The man who gave us the above facts * -
sald that he knew that the Incrense in value was due to the Mays Lick con- Pt
solidated school. This Is only one case out of mnny that we could cite to
show that consolidation has increased p}opefty nlues in this district.

Supt. Eaton, in his report on the Concord consolidated school k
mentloned in the ﬁrst pages of this bulletin, said: . pr g
. The -pprehmion.pt ‘the ownérs.of Téal estate that a depreciation x?‘ mmﬂ,s}”
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OONSOLIDATING SCHOOLS 'AND ‘TRANSPORTING PUPILS.

(A) RURAL SUPERVISION.

* One of the great educational advantages of the consolidated school
‘comes through the possibilities of increased supervision without ad-
. ditional expenses. The city schools of the United States are effi-
ciently snpervised on the whole. Practically all cities of 4,000 popu-
lation or over employ school superintendents, and many of those
under 4,000 as well. The 18 largest cities of the country in 1910
were employing one supervising officer giving half or more than half
of his time to super vision to every 19 teachers. Qutside of New Eng-
. land and New York the rural supervising officer is the countygsuper-
intendent, and in only a compnmtlve]y few counties are assistant
superintendents or supervisors employed. Under average condi-
tionsa county superintendent can not visit his schools more than once
in a year, and then the visits must be short. In many counties it is
a physical impossibility on account of the size of the counties, the
poor roads, the number of schools, and the length of the term, for
the superintendent to visit all schools each year. Thirteen States
have found it necessary to enact legislation requiring "the county
superintendent to visit his schools at least once each school year.

A ‘recent study made in- Tennessee from dnta concermn“ every
county superintendent shows: -

(1) "That the average county superintendent spends 40 duyvs annunlly visiting
schools, or nbout two-fifths of the ninnual ‘sesslon;

(2) TbLat he visits. on the average, 24 sclLiools per day;
(8) That he spends, on the avernge, 2 hours and 10 minutes at ench wchool ;

and
(4) That he gives, dn the average, 1 honr and 60 minutes to |upery lulng ench
school ln his connty during the mession. oL 1

A study n1ndi~,m North Catolina shows similar conditions. From

" data taken from ‘the reports of 14 county superintendents it appears:

That the average numbeg of reQgrite schools Jrer county superintendent in
these counties is 1084, '

That the average number of days giv on to viniting wchools dullng the entire

year.of.school (1009-10) by each superintendent was approximately 053;

+

tendent was 2.2;

'l“hat the totn nverage nmount of superviglon given by each saperinteudent to
h school fn bis county during that entire school year wan only 1 hovr

and 54 minutes.

- ese -counties may be considered as fairly representntne of the
4 ‘_'énti e State i m the eﬁicxency of the supermtendents, in the number of

‘_t ons, ind i m the densnty and sparsity.of their populatmn. Co

; g  Mugh\ of the mpermtendent tlme is'lost ‘in traveling from one

school “to¥knother: "This tinie iawmved‘w;th cq&ag};dgtmn.
parnli mm:&h ﬁm unploymant of é‘* pvising.

That the average number of different achools visited per dny by encly superin- °

:;F“""{f"'{ E
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the consolidated ‘school. A school large enough to require several
5 teachers is large en(mgh to require the services of a competent prin-
cipal not only to manage the entire school but to supervise the work
of his assistants as \\oll

{B) CLASSIFICATION OF PUPILS, .

In the ideal school children ar¢ grouped in classes, each class con-
taining as nearly as possible children of the sume degree of advance-,
ment. In the ordinary one-teacher schools there ure not enough chil-
dren of the same degree of advancement to form classes large enough
for the inspiration coming from class work and the friendly rivalry.
hetween pupils.  There is no one to “ measure up against.”” It isin -
the cluss that the mind of the child comes in contact with those of the
other children and of the teacher. There he gets the ideas of the
other pupils and learns to see things not from his own farrow view-
point, bnt from a viewpoint made up of the combined experiences of-
the engire class. The class work in the cluss of from 1 to5 children
is not interesting. .In classes of from 8 to 20 it is inteyesting. Boys:
and girls enjoy going toeschool more; they “do” better and they
atteud more regulurly, becanse of their greater interest. Attendance:
at eonsolidated schools, even where transportation is not furnished, is
as a rule better than at the old district schools,

The following, taken from the report of the State superintendent
of Indiana, written by one of the county superintendents who has
had much experience with ¢onsolidated and nonconsolldnbed schools,
is the result of his observation::

Ny

A pnpil sbould have a great deal of competition in his ciass work in order )

- o develop the best that is in him. Competition creates enthusiusm, and cer- -
talnly thin is lacking o a class of 1 or 2 puplls. A teacher can teach a class
of from 6 to 12 pupils much essler and nccomplish a. great denl more than
can be dccomplishad 1n a clnss of 1 or 2 pupils. Consolldated schvols with 160
puplis have few m(xra clusseB than there are in a one-room school of 25 pupils.
By cowblning 6 syuh schools, the work i3 enslly done by 4 teachers, giving

three times as mucls better service nt the sume time. / ]
. o

(C) DIVISIAN OF TIME BETWEEN STUDY AND RECITATION.
The State supelg'isor of rural schools of Tennessee recently made
an iuquiry relative to the time devoted to study and to recitation in
his State in L country and city schools. He reports as follo&s'

alowing no’ losa of time-in clanging from one redltation to anofher, we find

¢ ¢ * ihat the average length of time allotted to each recltation im schools
with— I s ° . '

$ , From 1 to 15 pupils in dally attendance is 14 minutes.
From 15-to 20 -puplls 4n daily nttendance. 13 minutes. -

‘ From. 20.to 25 pnpll;ln dauy attendmce 18 mlnutu. _
- urom 2810 90 pupiy 16, Gallr-aftengince, 13 min

Assuming thn‘t the teacher nctm\lly teaches six hours durlng the day, and‘ ’
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We find the rumber of recitutions per day to be, m schools having » d.u;
atmdance of—
From 1 to 15 pulll , 24
From 15 to 20" mffls. 26.
From 20 to 25 pupils. 28.
From 25 to 30 pupils, 28

~
\!{

Average number of daily recitations per teacher in the elementary schools

of 13 representntive cittes of the Seate________________________________ 8
Average length of time. in minutes. allotted to ench recitation in these
city achools____ e i
Average length of school term, in days. ln these citles_ ___________________ 180
< Average number of dally recitations per tencher in country schools hnving
_from 1 to 20 puplis fn dnlly attendance.________________.__.______.__ 26
Average length of-time, in minntes, allotted to each recitation in these coun-
try schoobs _______ ... 13
Average length of school term. in dnys, in the country schools_ . ___________ 99
A study made previously in North Carolina by the State super-
-visor gives the following:

From data taken from the reports of 23 county superintendents that may
be cousidered fairly representntive of the State from the stnndpoint of efli-
clently orgunized rural schools. it’ wili be seem that the average number of
daily recltations per teacher in schools hm.lng———

From 1 to 12 pupils in duily attendance is
« From 12 to 15 pupils in dafly attendnuee, 20, *
Froey 15 to 20 pupiis in dafly attendnnce, 27,

Assuming thut the teacher netunlly tenches six honrs during the day. umt nl
lowing for no lnss of time in changing from ome recitation to the other, the
aberage length of time allotted o ench reclitation in sehools of—

From 1 to 12 pupils in daily attendunce Is less than 15 minuten.
From 12 to 15 pupils in daily attendance 18 less than 14 minutes.

From 15 to 20 papfils in daily aticndunce fa less than 13 minutes. i
Avernge nnmber of daily recitations per tencher In the etementn ry schooln

‘of 18 represenjative ‘cltier of the State_____________________________ ]
Average length of time, in minutes, mtlotiel t5 ench recitatton in there .

2 ¢ - SO NI q
Average tength of school term, in. days, in themse citlen__ ________________ 73,
Averuge number of dally recitations per tencher in conntry schools having

from 1'te 20 pupils 1n daily attendance_____________ oot s xn
Avernge length of time, in miuutes, alletted to euch recitation -in these L e

i country Mchoods. -l _________ 13
=4 Avmge hngth of schoot terms, in days. in fhese country nchools__._.___ 0. 8
- The typlcal one-teacher rural school of the Tnited States has

28 to 32 pupils npresenthg fight different years of advancement:

'from 26 to:82 recitations are condncted each-day, the recitation periods

sging 10 to 14 minutes in length. Fach pupil studies, as a nile,

: f ubjects, reciting fourtimes day. He spends about one-eighth

~of his school day, or approximately 45 minutes, in-recitation, and'

; ‘aeven-enghths, or 4 hours-und 45 minutes, in study (or in idlemess or -

“f‘" schief).; “,The tehchior, gives most of ther time h MW recita. .
«ERL
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In the typical city school the pupil spends approximately one-half
of his time in study and one-half in recitation. The recitation
periods are from 20 to 40 mimutes in length, depending upon the
ages of the pupils. The teacher has tire, therefore, to draw out
from each pupil for the banefit of the class wk .t each has got from
his study. Pupils interpret what they study in terms of the ex-
periences in their own lives. The recitation should bring to each
the benefit of the expertences of the others. This ‘can not be done
in a short period. .

The-excessive time allotted to study in the rural school, in propor-
‘tion t- the time given to recitation, is one of the objectionable fea-
ture’ of the schoel. Few rliral schools have sufficient, proper, and .
profituble reading material to give to the pupils during this long
period. Few pupils can spend profitably the time in study because
in the short recitation period the-feacher has no time to direct ex-
tensive study. Some pupils, those with a large amount of the right
kind of native ability, do well under the arrangement ; the majority
do not. Those who succeed do 50 in spite of the airangement rather
than on account of it. .
: Consolidation of schools makes fewer classes to each teacher, and
F | ‘cfmsequently makes longer recitation periods possible. If four one-
teacher schools with cight grades in each are brought together into
one school and four teachers retained, each would have bLut two
grades instead of eight, and the pupils would devote one-half of
their time to recitation and one-half to study, instead of one-eighth
to recitation and seven-eighths to st'udy as in the old schools,

(D) VITALIZING THE 8CHOOL WORK.

.

The ordinary teacher in the one-room country school can’ teach
little but reading, spelling, writing, urithmetic, geography, and a
little history, on sccount of the difficult conditions undér which she
is working. It is, however, very desirable that music,  drawing,
sanitation, manual training, household arts, and agriculture be.
taught, both for their general culture and their utilitarian ‘values,"
and also for their value as vitalizing agents in the school curriculun.
For instance, agriculture: properly taught is probably as-educative
88 any other school subject. It is also-a vocational'subject and has
8 practical value in making better farmers. It is likewise a “ living "
subject to most boys and. girls;'it is a part of their lives, and‘on and,
about it as o foundation’their academic subjects may be based. The .
same may be said relative .t_*lge hosehold sciences and arts. The -
- one-teacher school can gjve Title, agricultural work or little domes-
‘ * tic cience; gll the mibjects mentioned shove, however, may ba taugh€-
“ 6, inﬂp o '.‘\ (of:t!lm «l.,- 5 sachi s ~ B 2 R
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> Further discussion concerning the teaching of these subjects is
given later in this bulletin, particularly under the articles on the
Harlem und the Mays Lick consolidated schools.
»
() 11161-8CHO0L cOURBES,

In almost every case consolidated schools are giving courses two
to four years longer than the schools replaced. High schools near
enough home for the children to live at home can be had for country
children in no other way. In rural sections served by one-teacher
schools pupils must be sent away from heme for their high-school
education, if they are to receive nn), usually to the nearest ‘town or

. city, where the education they receive drawsthem away from country
. life and their homes and people, and the cost is usually prohibitory
“except to the well to do. Inan great many rur al school districts par-
ents of high-school pupils are paying in car fare, bonrd, and tuition
far more than enough to support a good high school nt home. When
the benefits ¢f a high-school course are appreciated, and when it is
understood that often great injury is dene to many hoys and girls by
sending- them away to city schools during the years when they need
most the influence of their«fathers and mothers and theiy homes, then
miuch greater efforts will be made to provide high schools at home.

Consolidated schools of any size are seldom found without high-
school departments. Towa reports 47 consolidated schools, in all of
which except four -high-school departments are organized. Kansas
reports ‘73 consolidated bdmols; *many of these schools have estab-
lished h)gl\ school courses.’

In the report of the Indiana State superintendent of public instruc-

" tion for 1912 is the following statement relative to- high-school de-
partments in consolidated schools: .

L+~ Possibly one of thie greateat reaults nccomplished by the consolldation of the
‘rurnl achools 18 fhe establishment of the townsliip high rchools. Students who
cquld not have entered a high school had they bhevn comjelied to leave home,
attend these. schools, -and, in most cases, graduste from tbem. Consolidation

" has made It posaible for the child of the rural district to he under the direct

o control of the home (hrou,hont Its elementary and highi-pehiool tratning. Many

chiidren in onr consolldated achools who do not care to even enter a high ‘school

while they are working In the grades, and some who have no home encourage-
ment for entering high school, become interested In the high-schuol work by

- obuery ing the- énthusiasm manifested by thelr clussmates In their hope orrenter-

X inz and completing the courre ns prescribed for these high Achools. . The con-

nequoucen are that many children of the above-named clnss graduate from a

- mooq commissioned high achool when they wounld otherwise bave falled to com-
. plete the elementary achools had it not been for the consolldated school. 'The

tmcmne ot students attending the hlgh schools in Indlana in the laat two

l'l dne in neat part {o tho work. of consolidated schools. " IR
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bl A. INTERIOR FARM MECHANICS BUILDING, SNOHOMISH CONSOLIDATED®
- SCHOOL. WASH,

B. SCHOOL GARDEN, POULTRY HOUSE, AND FARM MECHANICS BUILDING,
S SNOHOMISH CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL, WASH,
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AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS AND FLOWER BED, SNOHOMISH CONSOLIDATED
, SCHOOL, WASH.
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B. TESTING MILK FROM NEIGHBOh\NG FARM. AGRICULTURAL LABORATORY,
b HARLEM CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL, ROCKFORD, ILL.
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< vent of the children graduating from the elghth gr"mle entered high  school ;

. EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGHE OF CONSOLIDATION. 65,“?

Mr. L. L.. Driver, county superintendent of Rnn.dolph County;
Ind., writes of the establishment of high-school departments in the
consolidated schools of his county as follows:

In Randolph County there are 13 cohsolidated schoolg. Tle first one was
'(~slnhllnhul fn 1905. These 13 schuols contain 84 PR, not including recltatjon
rooms, “Inborstories, workrooms, aind playrooms. The' hulldings, unot including
gronnds and wufpnwnt. cost nearly $300.000. The 13 sehools have un average
of § neres of ground ench. Before cotisolidution, 83 teachtrs were employed in
clementary work and 8 in high-school wdrk.. After consolidation,. 50 teachers
were employed In elementary work and 25, In high-scbool work. Six of the old °
distriet sehools had high-sehool work, only two of them employing more than
one tencher; 11 of the consolidated schools maintaln high-school teachers, none
of which lave fewer thun three tonchor, All of the consolidated schools but
two mainutaht ot elght-month session; the average term of the district schools
wius'less than seven months. Al of the consolidated schools with high-school
dvp:u"tuwnm give a four-year hlgh-sgﬁool conrse. Tinder the old plan 48 per

under the new plan there are H1 per cent.

The schools bave brought about a higher apprecfation of schopl work In
advance of the eighth grade.  Families are now represented {3 the high schools -
of the townships which were never represented before.  Children no longer-are .
discussing the question of stopping at the eigbth grade, beenuse they bhave in
their own midst an fnxtitution of hi;:licr learning, We Kkuow .of N0 more con-
vinelug proof of the above Buences than-a reference to the statistieal. report
of this connty,  In 1908-9, the year before these schiools were Kmﬂcd outslde the"
toyug, this connty had 371 eighth-grade pupils enrolled, 1M highi-schodl pupila.
In 1911120 by a strange coincldence, the report shows the same vumber of
elglth-grade puplls, but the enrollment in the bigh school has Incfeased from
191 to 417, Seventy-oile per cent of the puplls of the. townships of*the- county *
are In consollditted schools, : o ",

- -

- .
( l-‘) SOCTALIZING INFLUENCES OF THE CONROLIDATED 8CHOOL, -

The added value of the consolidated school over the small ane-
teacher rural school as a socinlizing agency ean hardly be estimated.”
The larger schoql brings its pupjls into contact with severl teachers. -
and a larger group of children.thin in the small school, who come
from many different kinds of-homes and from a wider territory than - -
those in the single disttict. This contact with many children widens
their visions and gives to them n*breadth of view impossible in the
sminll district. There is a disappearance of much of the shyness
and bashfulness often particularly noticeable in the country child,.
a trait which often proves a hundicap to him in affairs of_hig later
life. Te not only has contact” with a lurge gronp of “children, bt
he associates with them, measures himself aguinst them,.and forms
a more correct estimate of himself arid- his ability .than is possible
otherwise. Heé learns to take higpart in their activities, to cooperate.

2 3 Sy
 lesson sadly needed in American country life. L K
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In the consolidated schools may be formed singing classes, hber-
8ry sotieties, debatmg clubs, and dramatic associations. All of these
ha\e great value in the making of the boy and girl. Athletics may
lso'be developed for both boys and girls;, with the increased school
- “spirit and the improved school work always resulting from athletics
- properly conducted. '
The consolidated sghool, in addition to the socrahzmg influences_ -
on the pupils, may .have a similar influence on the community. It
is difficult for thé one-teacher school to be a “social and civic®
-center; it is easy for the consolidated school to become such. Iri
other direct and indirect ways the consolidated school may have a
great.mﬂuence on the territory it serves. ‘Many have. Among them
. .Inay be mentioned: the Farragut School at Concord, Tenn. This
.is - consolidated school with a full high-school course, serving for
* ; high-school purposes a much. larger territory than for elementary
.school purposes. It is located in open country, 2 miles from the-"
. nearest village, and on & 20-acre lot on which successful farmmg
1demonstratlons ‘have been carried on for 10 years since the openmg
‘of the school. Agriculture, manual training, and domestic, science” .
are included in the curriculum of the high-school depaxttnent The
following are some of the ways the school is serving the community:*
Onthe last Friday night before euch full ‘moon there has been held at“the
schoolhonse for the past five years, meetings cnlled * moonlight soctals” These
' aré communlty gatherings to which all are welcome. The program varies from
. meeting to meeting. There 8 always a liberal allowance of music and usually
) a tdlk on a subject of ggneml Interest pertainingyto some phase of farm and
: homg life. Sometimes the' tulks are given by outside persons, from the State
Agrlcuitm'al college or elsewhere, -More otten, however, there is a general dla-
) cusslon of a selqcted subject, led by a few members of the community selected
, . befove the meeting. If the subject to be discussed deals- with technical phases
- of agr!culture in which they are not nterested, the women will meet in another
room and discuss some pmblem of Busekeaping. The dlscussions are made as
practical as possible.’ After the regular program ‘is over the evenlng is given

to peneral sociablility, playing gamw:zg famillar sougs. Usually some
#ort of lunch is served. The dom scidhce room has facllities which make

¥ the aarvlng of a lunch’ very eagy. The meetings are wel] atumded and have
& . begoxne a v«x‘impormnt part of the community life. )
i - “ Other gvening meetings arg held in the schoolbpuse on many npaem oceaslona,
oo It the people of the community desire to get together for any pumone the school-
X:. .. house is alwaju designated as the piace of meeting. .
... .The blnu{;-meeﬁnt o0f tbe year, however, is on Gommeemant Day The
Vel -xmcmm lasts all day. In the forenoon thy graduating éxercleey take place,
Swith, euayl or lhort talks by members of the. graduating claes, These essays
-,‘ lnd hlh qbe milly upon subjects pertalping to farm an country Hfe, and .
S Motmommmcbmmdmcémmmmrynmm
'_;(~ 3 mamrarmﬂon. ;A% this' forenvon neeting the graduates.recelve b
5T Stheir diplomas. unoonnnkecdmneruuwaonéwmnmunmm
: Inmﬂiﬂh mMmeuMbyuchhmmumtgxn“ogmonM' :

m from Bureau of Bducation Bullitin, 1918, No. 40, 3~
B e b > \.._-_-.‘ e .4_. v 5 ¢ S :
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. . . '
and served us a!community dinner. The domestic-sclence room is utilized to
> . make the lunch more complete, This plan helpq make the lunch hour n real
" soclal hour. After diuner the visftors inspect the plat demonstratiohs in
. “rotdtion of crops, aud the progress of the various crops under the different
treatmerrts i8 noted. The features of the demounstratiow are explained - by the
principal of the school. At 2 o’clock the péople assemible in the achool and there ~
is & commencement address. usunily by some prominent oytside speaker, Fol-
lowing this.is a baseball game between the high-school teatf and elther & team
from some other school or a selected team from"among the farmers of the com-
nmunity. In the evening a drama is Dresented by the students of the school.
This part of the program creates great interest and Is always well attended.
Another service of the school 'is in furnishing agricultural reading for ‘the
farwers and their wives’iu the cot"‘nd,ty‘ The school library contains about
200 books and a large numbes of Government reports. It also contains about
4,000 bulletins from various experiment stations In the United States. There q.,
ts an abundance of valuable reading in thesé bulletins which {s not ordinarily. ¢
availfible for farmers, because they have no way of determining where the most
. valuable materlal {8 to be fonnd. This school has been very successful in its
- . attempts to overcome this difficnlty. One teecher of the school examines all
bulleting received., He notes -pagticularly what jn the bulleting is of value
to the farmers ang housekeepers in the territory served by the school. He
therefore not 6nly has information on the particulat subject discussed by the
bulletins, but also 18 able to put into the hands ofiathe people of his com-
munity the material which will be of most valne to .- All the bulletins
* and books of the library are constantly in clreulation In the community and
are avallable for young and old peopie slike. The“school bu{ldlng is open on
‘Wednesdays and Saturdays throughout the summer vagntion for those who care
to visit the library to consult the books and bulletins iu the ltbrary, or-to get- -
books, reports, bulietins, or periodicals for home reading. . @
During the vacations the achool playgrounds are used freely by péople In the
. district. They are, in fact, commualty playgrounds, on which the boys gather.
for baseball and other games whenever thelr duties permit. * The tennls courts
‘and basket-ball courts are in cousidernble demand. The school and its property
are regarded Y1y the individuald of the commpunity ae belonging to them, and
they are welcome at all timesto mdke dny use of them which does not work

-

FTaR

- injury to the sclool. Ou gays during the summer vacation on which the school
. library is open the shower baths are also open and many visitors use them.

The school grounds and demonstration plats nre open to Inspection at all
times, and farmers driving by frequently stop to examlne the cropa. ‘Many ;
of them visit the plats at regular periods and study carefully thelr progross. =

Another important comtnunity service comes through .the outside activities
of the principatl of the school. He has beconie an expert pdviser i agriculture
to all‘the farmers of tliie community. ‘He is employed throughout the year: . -
and a horsp is furnished him. WEen school 18 not in seesion ‘he spends much *
of his time in driving about the cormmunity, visiting the farmers on their farms -

.and getting in touch with local agricuitutal conditions amd probledf ™ Thia .
.+ enables, him. to ‘know well the agricultural conditions of the commanity, ‘¢p, °
. adabt the work of the school to the needs of the community as he finds thém,
', * todring toweach farmer expert advice for hin own particular needs, and to gtbe &

to all'information’ in regird to the best things doné by-any. 1t ‘also’ enabies
~fjtm to keep in:touch with the bogs" coraclub Work and gifier wirlenitural work,
© "= daq to. oo that 1u'thelr practieal work va:the faray’ they siaply ‘tha’ priacipies
P iriﬁm E&M%}'" '.‘~<.:"‘-:‘z;§$ :‘_\... — 2t iyl O
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- (G) A PERMANENT TRACHLING FORCE.
+ One of the advantages of the consolidated school is'the possibility
of maintuining a stahle teaching force. In the school with four or
-more teachers there will be relatively few changes in the teaching
force, never a complete change, as always takes place in the one-
room school whengthe teacher resigns. A permanent teaching force
is essential in making a schodl efficient and satisfactory. It is par-
ticularly desirable that a guod principal be obtained for any schocl—-
. “particularly” for the consolidated school—and retnined as long as
his work is satisfactory. This can be done by paying a sufficient -
"/ salary, or it can be done by providing a hofire-Jor the principal, given
to him rept free, with land enough for a gardgn or a small farm by
means of which his salary can be supplemented. The chief vylue
of the teacher's home, however, is that it_tends to make the teacher
more definitely a part of the community. by tying up his interests
more closely with those of the (“ommunity. ’ *

Teachers’ homes in connéction with the consolidated schools are
becoming quite common, instances being reporte(j‘ from many States.
They are probably more common in Washington State than in any
other. In discussing teachers’ homes in cohinection with consolidated

~ f&chdols in the Tntroductory chapter of his anmml report for 1913,

the United States Commissipner of Education says: y

e " When such n consolidation s ninde, a good schoolhouse shduld be built, at-
tractive, comfortable, an® sanitary, with classcooms, Inboratorles, and Hbrary, '
and an assemb'ly hall large enowgh not ouly to seat comfortubly all the puplls '
of the school, but also to serve ng 2 meetlng place for the people of othe dlstrict.

For the principal’s home a hous should be bullt on the school grounds. Thls
housg should not be expensive, hut neat and attractive, n. model for the com-
mymity, such a house as any thrifty farmer with gobd taste might hope to
bufld or have built for himself. Aud esu part of the equipment of the school
- there ghould bé a_rmall farm, from.4 to & ncree If in a village or de’nsely popu-
v lated community, and from 25 to 50 acres if In the open country, The pringipal
of ‘the school ahould be refuired to 1ive in the principal's’ home, Keel it as g °
el home for the cdmmunity and cifitivate the farm as % model farm, with
5 gavden; orchard, poultry yard, deiry, and whatever elre should be found on a
well-¢ondapted, well-tilled farm in that community, He shpuld put himself into
close ‘contnet with thp agricultural college and agricfwral experiment statiov
of his State, the departnients of agriculture of State #nd Nation, farm deuion-

* " stration agents,"&nd other similar agencles, an@ "% should be made their duty

to help'_h_fm in every way possible. The uee of the house and the products of the

farm fhould d¢ given the princifal as a part of his salary, n addition to the
salary now pald In-money. ‘After & sntistactory trial of r year or two a con-
tract ghould be made witle thé prineipal‘for-life or good behaviof, or at*least

- fox-a oug ferm of<yenrs, 97 i .

- T this wey It would.be posaible to get-and kéep In the achools men ;Bf frat-

- “iglase wiillity, compietent by feach children and 06 becom® lenders i thelr com- -

_ munties.” The peincipal of n Comniyy. athoot should know. country Hife:( & darge 5 ¢
try 1s bas to do-with the culilyation and Care 9 the-farm. - The -
e . 53 S e\ B s

~
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g ' . EDUCATJONAL ‘ADVANTAGES: OF coxsoum'nox .69
best test here as elsewhere is the ablllty tv do. . The priucipal of a country ~°’

‘nchool in a farming community should be able to cultivate and care for a‘small
furm better, or at least as welf, a8 uny other man in the community.

: , _ -{H). BUMMARY.
* That the average consolidated school as an educational institytion
is much supenor to the average one-teacher school is the general con-
sensus of opinion of those who have had experience with each either
as administratite officers or as teachers. N. C. McDonald, State rural
school inspector of North Dakota, writes as follows: . .

In the 57 consolidated schools that I have visited during the pqst two years,
1 have found tlhe work to be much better than In the best rural schools I have
hieeif in at ady tiwme. Tast year I conducted a serjes of tests in spelling and
aritbmetic. These were given to the fifth to etghth grades, loclusive, in 80 '
one-teacher rural schools, 30 graded,rural schools, 30 consolidated echools; and
10 city sckools.. The results are as follows: The grand average in both subjects
for the fifth to eighth grades for city schools was 90 per cent; gruded schools,
80 ; consolidated schools, 80; and rural scliools, 55. For the elghth grade alone
the grand avepage for both testa for clagg schools was 90, for graded schools 80.
for the consolidated schools 81, and for the rural.-school 43, The puplls in the
rural schools were nntur:l]y Just as bright as these in the other schools; bat
too many,classes™gr the tencher, poor attendance, and poor teanching had Jeft
them fur behind. onsolidation will remedy thie and other conditions also.:
Then when we compare the number of boys completing the eighth grade, the .
graded nud ‘the consolidnted schools are aliead of the rural school in that they -
gmdun.:e a larger proportion. It the schools inspected it is nearly three times * o
4 a8 grent, aund fqr, the city schools it 18 seven times sk great. Here f8 the. great
waste In thé rural school. ,But consolidation tmproves the grade and quantity
of school work and lncreuses the proportion completlng\ the eighth grade.

The ‘prigcipal benefits. of consolnlatnon are summarized in the 10 i
points given below.- These seem fo be agreed upon by school au: ¥
thorities and patrons wherever consolidatjon has been given a f L
trial. Many of these points are brought out in the followmg paég
the stories-of several individual schools: . = %

statements may be given concerning the ud\ nntnges obtmned by the
tion..of rural schoola: l'rlnclpul amiong theﬂe ndvantages are the.
. N 0

' 1. Addquate super\lslon of the touchlnz m‘rk " mudo poselble through 2
mnsolldutlon. . ; '
2. Better educational results. are nbmlned thmngh the beltep dlvlnion of the
pnplls tlme betweemnecltnuon and study. ., 5,
8. Classification becopes popiuble with all the advautages to. the pupil o%
worklug ina c]uu of puplll nppmxhiately his own nge and In'the same ma

%y ‘of mental advancemrent: . . - S Gmrd < 5
b 4 Vltnllxmg epecial aubjectu aucb s munlc, drnwlng. ngrlunltnre, ud hou:e-“*
.~ holdarts may be tapght In the. cgu-ondated schivol, ) tei

o0 Hlsh-sgg\vm grades deuﬂyf added i_p‘itbe Gonsolidated lehonl. S
6. Puptly gatii muck: ddueatioh, general citare; and bresdth ofview troni

cont, ctvrlthﬂuh_ mmhe:rufmapnt{n the .conolidated schools.
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1. The child’s progress 18 not serlously delased 28 in the one-tencher ‘school
by the chunge of teachers, The teaching force in the consolidfited achool is
stable, The entire force seldom chunge at the same time. In the onhe-teacher
school the entire teaching force ajways changes at the same time and seldom
" leaves any ndequute records behind. The new teacher must clussify the puplls
bn the® puplls’ own statemeuts of where they belong.

8. Better teachers may he obtyined for the consolidanted schoel. Tenchers
like to work where they may have the association of other teachers, they llke
to live where they may meet other ¢eachers. ’

8. A study of consolidated schools shows that longor terms, a larger engoll-

“ment, and a more regular sttendance result from the consolidntion. There 18 a
very marked improvement in attendance where tmusportution {s furnished,

10. The cost of the cousolidated school is less than the one-teacher schools
cons!derlng the adv antuges obtained.

V1. SOME TYPES OF CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS IN-
VESTIGATED AND REPORTED BY COLLABORATORS
OF THE BUREAU. __, "

'

(A) THE MAYS LICK CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL, MASON COUNTY, KY.
¢
1. HISTORY OF THE CONBOLIDATION,

. .

By McHenry )lhdﬂeu‘ Professor of- Nwondnry Education, Kiate University ot
l\entucky oy

Consolidation of schools and school districts into larger centers
. of eduéational interest is comparatively new in Kentucky. Itis a .
subject now generally discussed, but one- upon which very little has
“  been done us a State mevement.. A few progressive centers, however,
have made a beginning in an experlmental way. The consolidated
school at Mays Lick, in Mason County, is a typical center-and may
mrly represent whgt is the beginning of the movement for consoli-
2 _dation®in ¢his State. - :
] r_'.s.r:. + Mays Lick is a small town of about 250 pe le, situated some 10
 iniles from Maysville, the county seat. Ip 1908 Mason County under-
i took to comply with the county high-school law, which required each
<. county to establish one or more county high schools within- two years
. - from that tlme, by making preparations to establish two county high
- schools, oné at Minerva and the other at Mays Lick, both rural com-
-munities. The people of Mays Lick and vicinity conceived the idea
-'of consolidating The. contiguous districts into one and maiung & real .
"5e consohdated school, instead -of a high .gchool -only. They set about
: ecomphshxng this end, and cooperating with' theé county board of
B seducation j ‘%téd i _commodxous brick building ut 8 008t of approxx-
-"‘f"“mtely W'ODQ- : m.ss\‘:”" 4:»¢ :j;-}“ "‘a:é A= 21%n «'”*‘ v
: *Oﬂhbenm. v, Burens uiaifn?i.
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‘assistant $75. The first-grade téacher receives a salary of $55 per

-law providing for transportation of pupils, but had not done so.

N already been done in this direction at Mays Lick or elsewhere, thereby
" vindicating the principle of consolidation and preparing the way for

- of the ehildren of school age in thedistrict. The difference in-prog- - 3
- ress of students under the consolidated plan as compared with the- 3

tion has, been too short for definite coriclusions, but both the county -#

" impressed with the value of the plan and its superiority over-the oﬁe,L

. Mason Couity; and other communities are- getting

TYPES OF CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS. ,

The building is modern in structure and arrangement. It has -
eight rooms, and seven teachers are working therein. The principal -
is a college graduate with experience; the high-school assistant is
also a college graduate; the five grade teachers have had spectal.
prephration for their work, four of them loldfhg State certificates. »
Thy consolidation at once emphasized the necessity for better teachers. o

facts about the cost of maintenance may be summarized as follows:

The school holds annually a session of 9 months—36.weeks. The
salary of the principal is $125 per month and that of high-school-

month, the eighth-grade teacher $50 per month, the other three $40 -
per month each. The salaries of all teachers are paid out of the
general school fund. . ' ’ —
Seven wagons were purchased at a cost of $157 each and drivers
were employed at $40 per month, The driver furnished his own .
team and harness. .This part of the expense is borne by the consoli-
dated district, which taxes itself by special levy for this purpose.
" As might have been expected, new movements like this could no¢
be inaugurated Without opposition. The opposition, though repre-
senting u very small minority, brought suit-to prevent the collection
of taxes to pay for transportation of pupils. The matter was taken 2
through the courts, and the appellate court held that transportation
of pupils was not a recognized school furiction, and therefore 1llegal.
The court further stated .that the legislature had the right to pass a. .

This final decision was rendered by the appellate court in February, .
1912.  The legislature was then in session. A bill was speedily pre- *
pared and passed by the -general assembly providing for consolida-" .-
tion of schools and school, districts and for transportation of pupils .}
to and frqm school at public expense, also legalizing what: had

SV g

future work in-this direction.. Ao , : o I
The enrollment in school last year was 266, which was 05 per cent . -

singl&digtrict plan can not well be determined, as the time of opers- .

superintendent and principal declare that the work under the nbw .
plan bids fair to produce very satisfactory results. The patrons are -

district. * In fact, the idea is taking strong hold.of the public mind ik
. G : i @’w*“nqa"'éli:_ 3
dite distriots ‘into .gride-sohool.centebs. with -better “facilities and;

PR Ry




e OONSOLIDATINC SCHOOLS AND TRANBPORTING PUPILS,

, «» ‘This expenment was tried under very advantageous c(mdltlbns
‘Mason County is a pich agricultural county; splendid pikes traverse
the entire county, mukmg transportation easy. Much of the success
{ of the movement ig due to Miss Jessie O. \ ancy, the county super-
‘intendent of schools. - - —
The course of etudv while it comprises the (>ss,entml< of uxlture,
" is also arranged with a view to ministering to rural conditions and
" _community. needs. (onrsey, in ngrlcultme and household arts are
- --maintained. The boys have'a corn elub, and the girls a club in the )
domestic arts. Athletlcs receive special attention. A schoo} fair is
annually conducted. ‘Last Thanksgiving the ladies of the commnnity
gave ‘a dinner in the school building, and tlie pupils gave a play in
, the evening, dmrgmg a small admission fee. . The net proceeds from
the day’s.entertainments were .$319.. This sum was etpended ip
_ installing sanitary drinking fountains and providing a rest room
. for the girl ‘students. During the three years the school has been in
elﬁstence a tdtal of $819. has been realized from school entertaininents
- and lectures, The pu'plls are happy, the people are delighted, and
Y the social center spirit is abundantly in evidence. The nuditérium
is crowded at every meeting. These social and industrial activities
... that are now a regular pnrt of the school hfe were practically im-
f“p(mnb]e before -consolidation.
Thée drivers have so farreported very few caves for "discipline on
the roads. The children realize that they are under the care of
_ school authorities on the roud.ag well as in the school. The regu-
. lan(’y of attendance created hv transportatnon lias made classifica-
. tionin the. school more regulm\ '
i+, ' The local’ tax voted by the: consohda‘ted district yields an nnnunl
. ‘met income of $3,200. From this Source:come the funds for defraying
= the expenseg of tmnsportatlon. .. The Yate of taxation in the county
._for school purpnses is 20 ¢entis on $100 uf tu(nhle property, and the’
add’monal rate in Yhe’ consohdated dmtnbt ft)l‘ purposes of trans-
tion is 20 cents on the. $100 of tﬁxable'_p?opertv Both taxes
) .collected by the shenff a5 other {a d ai

y hag-lived
a.new ideal
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? sonal and h:texwting way some of the obstacles et and overcome in
the first few:years of the school’s history : o

MAYS LIcK, Februafy 25, 1913. 3
DEAR Mi. Hameerr: [ anm wrﬁng you i regard to our consolidated school
ut Mays Lick~ 1 am giving you, the details of how It was bullt. After the
enactment of the Sullivan school law in 1008, I was clected trustee of the
qub«lls(rkt school at Mays Lick, and chairman of educational division No. 4,
and se(retury of the county board. Soun after the organization of the county
board we decided to establish somewhere in the county a high school. At a
mwtlng cialled for this purpose, I expected the bourd #ould select AMays kick,
a3 I thougbt here wus the ideal place, ns it would serve more children from
Ilwil bonies; hut ench of the other members had a location in his divigion where
i high school was desiruble. We adjourned without making a selectivh.
Refore we met again I consulted the Mays Lick people, nud we decided to make
the board of education a ploposition’umt our district would pay $5,000 on the
school bullding that is, we wouhl vote a local tax each year of $1,000 for five
w.n'u. Fifty s utial men.slgned a contract that it uny year the district
<hauld fall to vote the tax, they would pny the $1,000 as individnals. Being of
the epinftn that this wns more help locally than any other place wold give,
they decided to locate the high school at Mays Lick. .
We then secured nn option on 10 acres of lnnd nmloyed *nrcbltect to
_fwrnish plans and specifications, advertised for contractors té submit estimates,
. the hoard expectiug to create n sinking fund to pay for the bullglng. but when we
selected tlfe lowest contractor, and were reudy to sign the contracts, we were ’
advised that we had no.money to build, and’the 1gw prolilbited us from creutlng
o debt we could not pay from that year's revenue. The board concluded that it 5.
wus Impossible to erect a building,suitable for a high school, and was about
o abandou the proposed high schoo! at Mays Llck Then the Mays Lick people
pruposed to the board thnt they would furnish the money for the buiMing, nnd -
to do this, we organized the Mays Lick Improvement Co.,”incorporated, at 3100
w ahare; sold 50 shares, amounting to $5,000, and borrowed $20,000. Then fhe
Mays Lick Improvement Co. entered into an agreement with the board ot '
. education to erect.ou the 10 acres already selected a bullding according: to the
© plans and spodﬂu\tlons furnished by the board; the board agreeing to pay -
the improvement pany $3,000 rent a year,.in additlon to the $1,000 pajd "
ly the dlstrlc util the improveinent company had received all the money
expended, with 6 ‘per cent interest, the.property then to be deeded to the g

county.s ’ : A
. The building when completed cost about $32,000, a mﬁcﬂne moneg, due’
from the county bonrd for the first. two years being paild tly to the con- 3
tractors. We thought tle bulldiyg, consisting of six lnrge rooms, two small E

rooms, und auditorium, seating 360, would nccommpadate the children in n dis- U
 triet the boundnry of which would be from 4 to:5 miles from thex Mays Llck R
“.  School, and gontalulng what was originnlly seven districts. The county. board ) A
being assurod by the taxpayers who petitloned the board to consolidate theoe"_ ON
,  districts thet they would vote a tax to tranusport the chlldren. the board con-
W  pented, nnd in the spring of 1011 formed the oonsolldnted dlstrlct. At the'

' levy a.zo-cent tax for.local sctiool. ) rpoaeo, inciuding: tmnaportatlon of ehnduniff e
" tc.and frod school, the. vote be!nx 1 4_for {he- tnxi gnd .60, amjmt.m'l‘hc sherlft"
~ collected ithe mx, nmo\mtmx to sa.m% Aifew o Q‘g}an«mtw tAxpayers, -
.who thought” they could-not’ Afford’ to” iy taxis - for b for- achool, efijoined the
wmmmmm tommolhoud. Thlm__m
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. the injunction, but the court of nppeals ruled we had a right to use the money

_tracts and had the money; thut the voters had said at the polls how it wax

"sprln& of 1011 we set aslde one Friday as a worklug day on which the meun

‘the children. The next year it took 9, and after school pened

har of teachers has beepn increaséd to seven, and, some of tbe rogms
& m wery-muck in need of another teacher.

T4 CONBOLIDATING SCHOOLS AND "TRANSPORTING *PUPILS, Il

& 5 .

for local purposes, us generally understood, but could not use any part of it
for trunsportution. This decison wus wot reached untll January, 1912, Wo
had bought geven wagons at a cost of $165 euch, and had contracted with seven
men with tenms at $40 per month for driving ‘from Septembér. We bad not
anticlpated this ruling from the court. Our side of the question was In the
hands of Judge Henry 8. Barker and Judge Ed O’'Rear, who guve cousiderable
time and thounght to the case without cost to the school. Howev er, the legistature
was in session, and Mlss Jessle Yancey ‘and. myself left at once for Frankfort,
when we explained to the committee on education that we .had made the con-

to be used. and desired a law that would permit the mouey to be 80 expended.
‘At this 8esslun a bill was passed empowering county boards to consolidate dis-
tricts, and .{o sulmit to the voters a proposition to levy a tax to transport
children, and validating an election alrendy held. So we continuned to truns
port children to and from school. At the August election, 1912, we agaln voted
a8 to levying a 20-cent.tax for transportation with 106 for and 24 against.
This year we had an onrollmout of 200 and used unine wagouns. ‘In addition to
the (ax, we have rulsed since our building was completed in the fall of 1910,
by entertainments nnd rént for the nuditortum $1.355.12; also raised by privale
subscription $265 fe extend the term of 1010 and 1811 With this money we
have lighted the éntire building with acetylene gas, Installel. sanitary drinking
fountalins, plano. window shades supplemeutary renders, flowers, trees, etc,
‘and bave a balance sufictent b equlp laboratory and furnish rest room. At
the instigation of our asslstant principal, Miss Frances Jean Gordon. in the

with ‘thelr borses and wagons were invited to help thie school boys to sod
fhat part of the yard between the building and the road, the ladles and schoel
;tirln furnishing dinner. A day enjoyed by al taking part, and a large yard
made behiutiful. If this work had been done by contract, 1t would huve cost
$2560. ‘Altogether this distrlet has - since 1810 by local taxes, etc.,
49,860.67. It might appear that thls Is a wealthy district. but 58 per. cent of
the children in the census are in rented homes. o
Yours, very truly, . W. E. Pyres, Trustce. .

0

.

fI. THE WORK OF TUE 8CHOOL.

. By R. F. Gnlther‘ Prlnclpn!

T,he ﬁrst year after consohdatmg schpol wagons teansported

for 1018-14 we were compelled to put on the eleventh wagon to relieve
the congestion on one wagon that at times brought in as many as
42 pupils. Thé increase in the number of wagons is a pretty fair
“index of the increase in attendance. This increased attendance would
avithih itself seem to justify.the increased expenditure. The nam-

_have this fajl. (1918) been crowsed beyond their capacity 5o that we

oply are more pu birought into” aiﬂ\ooil but tardiness is
to a niinimum, mg those who are'enrolled attend more regu-

old m Although mu- achool wu cloeeﬂ
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" last year by epidemics of meningitis and measles, stiil our attend-

_ better opportunity for peljonal work with backward pupils. The

7 ance-is.due directly.to . the transportation featiire, ‘but: we believe .
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ance based on énroliment was 93.9 per cent. This attendance is very
gratifying when we compare jt ‘with- that of Mason County, 60 per
centy that of Kentucky, 573 per cent; and that of the United States,
72.1 per cent: The main benefits derived from consolidation with
transportation can not be given in figures. These benefits may be
classed under three heads as: Benefits to tlfe school as an institu-
tion developing true citizens, benefits to the student body. and bene-
fits to.the community at large. .

The one-room school, like &ll small institutions, is not generally
susceptible "of a very high degree of organization, while the con-
solidated school can be as thoroughly organized.as a city system.
Among the host of benefits to the school that we have found result- -
ing from better organization are better discipline, better grading

and classification, & longer period of time for each recitation, and 8 -

latter is a very important gart of the school’s work in elovating the
social status of the community. Sympathetic interest and a little
personal attention will help lrold the backward pupils in school and
keep them fron. dropping out and swelling the number of semi-
illiterates of the communityj, .
. The benefits accruing to the country pupil from consolidation can
hardly be -estimated. It gives to him a broader life, widens his
vision, and affords him an opportupity to move nearly fill up Ris
life to the full nreasure of its possibilities. In the consolidated [}
_ school the pupil has a wider circle of acquaintances and learns to
estimate his own value. He has # better opportunity tq realjze that .
he is really one of the units of an active warld.. He does not have
to come intomiddle life before it dawns on him that he should be
one of the active ageiits in shaping the trend: of affairs, political and’
otherwise. I - '

We believe that we have noticed sone immediate and direct effects

on our pupils. They are imbued with a higher sense of honor than
is generally found in the small school. When we began, the “ gang
spirit” was strong. Some of its undesirable features were promi- -

nent. An offender was protected. Now they feel that it is the o-

dignity of the institution and the self-respect of the student body
. that must be protected, and offenders hive ceased to try to conceal

‘thenmisélves among.a number of their cothpanions, trusting that the . - ..

. companions will gccept a part of the blame nather than expose them.
"~ We can not estimate what part of our high percentage of attend:

FEeaeh A » -

;that; smong the older pupils. especially; there’is. another slemeiit thab -

“iters. inka:jt 46 a. yerx miarked extent, and.that is thé studeiit's

ion 6f the iimportanceof ‘each’dsys Work.: Tt requires. s
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‘ exCeptwnal teacher to handle the large number of classes necessary
m a one-room s¢hool. in such n way that the stimulus of grade dis-
tinction -is not lost. Usually the different grades fuust be jumbled
together and the recitations hurried through in such a way that
the pupil comes to attach little importance t the day’s work as
such. Opposite conditions are easily attained in" a consolidated
school.  Last week one of our pupils came to me with a statement
like this: %T have necessarily been absent two days, and it looks to
me like T am two weeks hehind my elass.”™ Such a pupil knows
where she stands 8t the end of each day und will exert herself to be”
regular in attendance and * make good ” in her work. ‘

Everyone knows of the inspiration that comes from numbers. We
have all felt the difference between plodding along alone and being .
carrjed on by the sweeping current of the crowd. The child feels
it perhaps more sensibly than the adult. The Southern negro, who
is more.nearly the child of nature than the white man, feels it to
guch an extent that he is almost gregarious. This love of the crowd

. 18 in almost all normal people. Tt is one of the influences that-draw
boys and girls to the city. Its effect is ns great in school at it is

- elsewhere. Lack of numbers in each class is, to a large.extent,
responsible for the older pupils quitting the dne-room school hefore
they complete the grnde work. Don’t Llame the pupil.  Yon who

“experienced like conditions did the same thing, or wonld have done
so had not’your parvents restrnined yon. In our school, consolida
tion has proven a cure for this evil. Out of 24 pupils who passed
our eighth grade last spring 28 entered the high school this fall.
As you read that statement, bear in mind that between the eighth
and ninth grades is one of the breaks in our school svstem. Consoll )
dation holds the pupils in school. | ' '

The l)mldmg of character by menns of wholesome athletics 9hould

.« be included in the catalogue of benefits of consolidation. Our boys

. .and girls find_ in basket ball, basebull, tennis, track-team work, and

" other sports an outlet for their animal Wirits, so that the larger boys
‘ are not found ouf liehind . the house teuqmg small pupllk and raising

= “scraps” among themn. In the friendly riv nll y-of their sports the

... . larger boys have learned so well the lesson of “give and take” that

s+5 - ywhen present they generally stop any troubles brewing among the

B younger pupils. Not a single fight has come. to ohir attention during

- the thﬁ'ee and n- hnlf ybax‘s we “have been here. Athleties beneﬁts

? ;‘to See: tlm gameg.: . ’l‘hev get mterested nnd root for the home tgam,*' ;
"and Een go ‘home: lekmj;ubout “om' boys ? and’ “our gxrle’.’-f-dm_i !
% our tenm when ﬁlhleﬁcszi hé o ‘l . 'e\_{_that bmds soR them
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Consolidation brings together a sufficient numbor of pupxls to make
possible the organization of an efficient literary society in every
“school.  Almost all men arid women of middle life have had the
experience of being called on to make .yulk and unless they have
had training their speech usually consist§ of little else than rising to
their feet. getting red in the face, cho]\mg up, and sitting down.
Besides bringing our people together in pleasant social mtcuonrsc,
we.expect our literary sceiety to have a marked-effect on the caveers
of our pupils when their school days are over.

In a one-room school the teacher:has neither £acilities nor time for
amnual training unless other duties are neglected.- Neither is there
time for drawing and music. Tliese are potent factors in dev eloping
. higher ideals and the wsthetic nature of the child and should be

given to every country child when possible. We know that they have

exerted a beneficent influetice over our children but have not the
opportunity to observe to what extent then cultural valuethag affected

the homes.

We can observe in only a gzonerul way the benefits consolidation
has conferred on the copmmunity at lnrge. “Of conrse all benefits
received by the pupils directly are received by the commumty in-
directly. Each year the Mays Lick Consdlidated School is increas-
ing its number ¢f friends., The people believe in it and give.unmis-
takable evidences.of pride "when speaking of it. The school spirit of
the pupils has spilled - over into the homes qf tl\‘ patrons and even -
into many homes that are childless. An entertainment given by the
pupils-nearly -always fills our auditorium to its seating capacity of
350, and we usually have to sell standing room. Thus far we have
not thought it best to organize a parent-teachers’ association in this

¢ district. We attain the ends sought by such an association and at
the same time. keep the people interested as a whole. To illustrate

our pomt let us consider.our school buzaar and Thanksgiving dinner.”

About six weeks before Thanksgwmg the principal issued a fequest

for all ladies interested in.getting ap a bazanr and Thanksgiving din-
_ nér to meet at the schoolhouse’on a certwin day. The day appointed

wag very disngreeable, and so only two ladies were present. Were
we discouraged? Not at all. We had felt the pulse of the com-
minity too often for that. We appointed another\ day for meeting

‘o week later "and adjourned. At the second meeting a sufficient

. number were present to guarantee success.- A president was s plected,  »
. committees were appomted to *solicit donations from every person
in the district, and in a few days practically every home in the dis- -

= trict was preparing somethmg for. Thanksgwmg Day, éither for the
;. diniier or for the bazaar: Of course the day Wag u guccess, JuBt a3 1 the
two, v’vious ‘had: beén..” Tn: the. Tast. f,hrqe yéars we have tiken i1
; :$1.,000. his wayee&After thme t:mls«some of the peopla i
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are asking that we make the Thanksgiving dinner a permanent thing.
The money thus raised has been used to puy for our drinking foun-
tains, piano, light plant, laboratory, furriture for a rest room, win-
dow shades, shade trees, ﬁmwr%nd many other small items.

r (B) THE COMSTOCK (MICIL) CONSOLIDATED &CI1OOL.

» 2
By Emest Burnham,! Director of Rural School Department, State Normal
School, Kulamszon, Mich.

The Comstock consolidation was made in 1906 and consisted at first
of four whole districts and parts of two other districts. The area
was afterwards extended to 18 sections, or- one-hulf of a township.
The curriculum of the school developed rupndl) tq include domestic
art, manual training, drawing, and music. Library, lulx)ratory and
classroomn facilities were hccumulated, and excellent service was ren-;
dered by the school, which becfme one of the best graded schools in -
the county outside of the city of Kulamazoo. Ilowever; in June;
1914, three of ‘the old Yistricts withdrew from the consolidation and
opened small schools at home. The reasons are given later: i this
article. .

Before the dissolution of the consolidation, three vans nnd a trolley
line which crossed the district and passed near the school were used
for transportation. The chief expressions of dissatisfaction were in
respect to the tax rate, which had risen from 2.4 mills the first year
of consolidation to approximately 12 mills (not including permanent
investment, which raised the rate to 14 mills) in 1911, and to the diffi-
culties of transportation. Extending the school site, enlarging and

-improving the building, and a comparatwely liberal budget for cur-

rent expenses account for the increase of tax rafe. .

The present superintendent, who has been in‘continuous service
since the establishment of ‘the consolidation before it was decided to
return to the district plan suggested the fellowing considerations as
the important lessons of expenence :

1, Trnnaportttlon is the hardest fentury. This should be r('dncéd to a mini-
mum: Nextyear's plan is to start from the homes one hoar later, to nbbreviate

. the intermigstons. and occupy these brief recesses for organued play nnd a by
. yarm luncheon. Al

-

2 Teachers should be secured who are lntelllgeut nbout and lntéresggd lu_
rural pgéjle und conditions. .

-3. Expansion. of the equlpment and curriculum should proceed rapidly at the
beginning of the consolldnted .school, and t¢ make this posaibie initial expendi-

4. The cduolldlted school. should own {ts:lighting and pumplng station and

be proxided with nq'nry driuking fountains lnd all ngceum:y hyglenlc
hings at the start: R

w «nn.nm. u:ig rgm-yu-u
y ' 7

s R
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8. Establlshed pructices will suteguard the elementary school. The bigh
school will need to be stimulated. and the cooperntion of all local orgnnizations
t? this end s)onl\pe sought.  Au energetic civic improvement lengue has been «
great aid in Comstock. ; . = °

v

6. The real oppmeyts of the conmolidnted school are not the people at large,
but the heavy taxpuyers.

Table 1 following summarizes significant statistics about the Com-
stock Consolidated School. 1In the table. after “F ather's. occupa-
tion,” “A™ is agriculture, “ I " is shop“orl\ industry, and “T™ iy
teacher. After kind and grade of present certificate, * Life ™ means
a State life certificate to teach, 2™ means county second-grade cer- «

- tificate, and “3” means county third- -grade certlﬁoate. “Visits by
superintendent " refers to the county school commisgioner, a position
corresponding to county superintendent in other States. The data
are for 1912-13. ) .

[ 4 -

. - . .-
TABLE L—Kummaries of district and ‘teachers, 1952-18.5°

e —— = —
District. : Teachefs.
\
Aren in sections. .., ... .. 18 | Median ape, in years . 2%
Tax \:\hwuons ....... $34, 340 | Number of teachers. F,8
8ite in square rods, PR 100 A4
Value of school properl) $7,000 | Father'y occupation,? . {4
K§te of local tax. . 12 T, 1
Total cost of tmmportuﬂun $1.375 1 Eduestional pmpmuuﬂ (modinn in 1
Par caplta cost of transportation . . $5 YOArK) .ot 1.
Total pald In teacher's wages. . ... ,&4.747 | Kind und grade of present certifleate, , )
Annual cost of educatlon....v....... .. 2$9.210 | Normal achool lnstruct on (medlun n’
Per capita cost of educstion based on | * monlh* a moN
enroliment a0 | £4 [ Dayw’ utwulwe at luutftuwu N 2
Cash on hand at end of yvear 4 $1.717 | Readin ctrele, books read.. ... . od! 0 ¢
Volumes in library. ... ... 785 | 8Bchool Journuls taken? 1910-11. . . 2
Volumes added during )Pﬂr 501 Months’ experfence in teaching 36
. Children of school age. . & 337 | Days employed in schoaol, mo—n 130
Enrollment.................. 270 | Wages per month, 1910-11. . 3845
Average daily attendance................ 252 [ Cost of board, room, and
Percentage of enroliment hased ore cenans. 80y doath.,,. 18
Percentage of attendance based on cn- Visits by su rintendent 1
roflment B | Length of his v lalum.ln‘h&m od 3
Days of school 180 | Visita by district-offioers.:vi . .......... - 194
Diffcrent teachers 9 Leugth of their visits (median tn hours).| , .
¢ Median wages v ’ Visits by patrans, .. ¢................... .
superintendent) R 845 | Length of visits, in hours N
Estimated legal voters. %0 | Homes vidtod By teache
Voters at ahnual meetin, 60 {al gatherlngs ntunded hy teachers. . 58
Women voters at meeting 11 | Roclal gatherings panaged by schoot. , 12
. Public mtertalnmem.s given'by school . . L

1 Life, 62 per eent second gn\de, 2'6 per cent; third grade, 32 cenl.
*The {tem for ‘¢ \nnoal cost of education’’ tncludes $1,000 ?a nn deht, $000 paid for enlarging aite and
hnprovinglgﬁiem{z, 3.1’1‘3 $600 patd for cleotric and water ‘tacillties. <
n .

.

" By vote of the dlstnct the consohdated school was xhssol\ed
takmg effect at end of ‘school year of 1913-14. The reor mzatmq,
lpaves the gentral distrigt with- some territory additioffal. tosthe
eriginal central district and three outlying districts, where: separatt-
schools, two.one-teacher and one two: teacher schoola,- were opeped
m September, 1914 w o ° R

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



N L e e

CONSOLIDATING S8CHOOLS" A'ND"TBAWBTING PUPILS, ’
" The causes of the failure which ure most frequently heard in the
com¥nunity are: ‘

1. Factional strife among the people o o

2. The high tax rate.

3. The long hours for small children.

Explanations offered by outside observers include the following:

1. A too rapid expansion of the annual maintenance hudget.

2. Aggressive distrust and jealousy on the partpf a few taxpayers
who were not taken intimately enough into the confidence of the
super intendent and members of the board of education. O,

3. An honect conviction on the part of some intelligent parents in
the outlying districts that an elementary school within walking
distance of the home is both cheaper and better.

. One man in the outside detached part of the area tells me that, *
“The scheme is all right, but we did not know cnough to run it.® J
Another says the same thing in attributing the failure to the * jeal-

N\ ousness " of certain individuals, -

((') THE I'ORT WING CONSOLIDATED SCIHOOL, I'URT WING, WIS,

[}
Ry W. E. Larson. State rural school inspector.!

Port Wing is a small unincorporated village situated on Lake
Superior, in Bayfield County. The country around it is yet com-
parntu ely new, although it has been.developed quite extensively dur- |
ing the Tast few years. This part of the State has great possibilities,
and it was because of this fyct that some of the leading citizens of
the community planned the school,system of the town of Port Wing.

In 1894 a small mill was erected at the n]lnge and r.school was

- organized. By 1898 the number of pupjls had incr ensedBto such an
extent that u two-department school was established in two build-

ings, and about 3 miles aw ay a smaller school was located in n log
schoolhouse. In 1900 the tdwn of Port Wing was organized and the
.. township system of school government was established. Because of

%~ the increased school attendaunce the school authorities were com-
, . pelled to provide added school facilities. Some of the lenders, an-
% ticipating the growth of the community, decided to erect a building

i which would accommodate at least 400 pupils and provide transpor-

g” . tation for the children living at  distance. The school 3 miles away

~was closed: Instead of btuldmg schoolhouses in various parts of the - ~ -

i ’%wn -aa ‘settlers moved in the schoo} board prov uled tmnsportanon
_" fuclhhea
% When the township gystem was abolished -in 1911 and the district
: fi‘}stem Substituted the whole town" of Port Wing ‘was organized as

L qnanng]&anﬂ mdependﬂ Mnct..w. tl), RIS £ /AF(‘ .
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5 5
FIRST SCHOOL BUILDING IN'THE DIS- MACOONALD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL,
TRICT, BUILT IN 1828. 1906.

GRASS PLOTS, MACDONALD CONSOL!- CABBAGES GROWN BY PRIMARY
DATED SCHOOL. CHILODREN.

i THE MACDONALD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL, KINGSTON, N. ‘B.

-
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.Which the young people cai. get an advaneed education right at home,

- achool. a¢- Port Wi
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The school building itself s an eight-room stracture and bustt-of .~
the best materials. The present cost, including heating system and 1
equipment, is z\ppmx'unutel.v $30,000. In the erection uf the building
the town was aided hy a loan of $10,000 from the State tpust funds,*
which amount was paid in three years, .The building was crected
sta time when the lumbering industry was prominent. Owing to the
foresight of the leading n..n of the commmnity, the settlers now.Lawe - _
an excellent school building which is the pride of the town. & .

At the present time five teachers are employed. The district main-
tains what is known in Wisconsin s a " State graded sehool of the
first elass.”  Nine grades are being mmintained. The princial of
the «hoo] holds o State certificate. and the other teachers ]l:l\‘:’(hlli- ’
lications required by the State graded-school law. “I'he amount paid
for teachers” sularies duving the yenr 1911-12 was $2.520.  The total
enrolhnent s about 150 pupils. The lengthe of the term is nine
months. the minimum required in all State graded sthools.. The -
total wmount (-.\;pén'(.lod for school purposes the past year was approx-
imately ¥6.000.  Of this sum about $1.000 was spent for permanent
tnprovements and equipment. leaving the actual cost of maintenunce
approximately $5,000.  The usscssb(].‘nllmtinn of the town of Port
Wing is approximately $500,000. '

During the pastyear five wagons were used to transport the chil-
dren to school.  Four of these were in operation the eatire ‘school
vear. angl the fifth was used six months. The transportation routes
are lnid out by the board and Tet out by bids to responsible drivers.
The total cost of transportation for the past venr was $1,255.41. The
drivers receive from %30 to $38 per month and* furnish their own
wigons,  These wagons are covered and the children are kept com-
fortable.  Not a day has been lost by the drivers since the system was
established. Only a very few children are Leing transported more
than 4 miles. The attendsnee is excellent at all times. )

The sehool building . contains one large assembly room, which is

txcellent opportunity to mhlg the school n social and civic center.”
As the conntry becomes more sefled and the school sttendance in-
creuses, it is possible to extend the course 3o that mor'e grades may be
added. Eventually Port Wing will have u high school of its own in .

The course of study for State graded schools includes instruction in

agriculture, and. the subject will do much to get the young people

interested in the industrial development af the surrounding country.. .
To give the children of the town school facilities locally, it would . .

be necessary to maintain at least five schools in addition, to the gradg
ng. Most of these.schools would bave: a small

AP S Y
.f.g?“f;-:’gaf P
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82. CONSOLIDATING S8CHOOLS AND TRANSPORTING PUPILS. .
- ajtendance, and some of tle children would have a consideriible dis-
tance to, walk. There is no comparison Detween the present. school
facilities and what they wonld be if small schools were established in
various parts of the town. Though there was considerable. opposi-
tion to the plan at the beginning. there would now be u unanimous
opposition to return to the small-school plan. The cost under the
present svstem is not greater than the cost would be if small schools
.were established and maintained in a proper manner.

(D) TIHE WOOL MARKET CONSOLIDATED SCUHOOL. 1T ARRISON COUNTY, MIKSK,

By W. II. Smith, \t.m- \ulu'llntmuln nt of I'ublic lll\lllll(l«nl Mississippi

+ In Harrison (mmt\m Miss.. about 8 miles out from. the Gulf and
in a typical sonth Mississippi rural community. may b found the
~ Wool Market consolidated selhool. the subject of this Irief study.
4 Three medium-sized one-tencher schools—Cealville, King, and Onle-
head—were brought together two years ago to form this school near.
the Wool Market post nﬁwo on the Biloxi River, 9
The new house, built by private subscription at a cost of about
. $2,000, was located within 2 miles of all the children in two of the
old districts, whilé n transportation wagon ¥a$ used o bring in
from 25 to 30 pupils from the Onkhead district. abont 3 iiles from
the new .schoolhouse. The territory of the new sahool® covers 27
square miles and now has within its bounds R4 children of legal
school age. e
Each of the teac hers in the abandoned schools, having from 30 to
40 recitations daily to cover the eight grades of the eleng:ntal) and
grammar gradesghad no time to do Irigh-school work, and on that
account had no lh-school pupils.  As a result of those conditions
the patrons who were able financially to bear ¢he expense sent their
children out of the community te school as soon as they were ready
for the high school at an annnial cost of from $130 to $200. while the
larger number were forced to turn aside to take up life's duties and
responsx'lnhtles with only the meager training obtuined in these Iittle |
schools.  Such conditions obtain in three-fourths of the schoods in
the South. The Wool Market consolidated school, now serving the
same territory, has 23 high-school pupils—16 in the ninth grade. 5

~

- - in the tenth gmde‘ and 2 in the eleventh grade—and 20 papils in the
. music and exprgssion classes under gpecial teachers, .
F - The aggregate m'ernge attendance for the original schools was 60

_puplls, according to the records, while the average attendance npw
g m the consolidated school is 110 pupils, with an enrollment of 125.-
; ks fe are onlv‘ﬁ chllﬂren of schml age in the dlgtnct not in school.
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In the old schools the number was too small to form au attractive
socinl center and to justify the emplovment of”special teachers, but
the new school is fast becoming-the center of all social activities of
this larger community. employvs special teachers in music and expres-
don. and has in the faculty teachers qualified to give instruction ‘in
ctical agricalture and domestic seience. In the interhigh-school
ntests st spring the Wobl Market consolidated school. though-only
wo years old. eaptured a fair share of the medals in dechunation and

recitation, while the m:]s lmsl\ptvlm]l team clats the county chamn-
pionship. . .

The school is located on & ac res of land. which are used for play-
grounds, school garden. and practical u;.zn('u]tmu] demonstration
work. Dr. Welch, the community physician. lectures to the school’

“once a week on hygiene and school and home sanitation: and Mr.
W. AL Cox, a trastee of the schoob and a practical farmer and horti-
enlturist. givks the school weekly lectures on agricultoral, horticul-
tural. and allied subjects. -

-After trying the consolidated qclmol two vears the patrons and
other citizens of the Wool Market community voluntar ity levied a tax,
of $7 per thousand on the property of the district to support the
school for an eight or nine months” session,

.

Compuralive statistics,

Cost of the three teacbers intold xchool per menth. oo o .____.. . §12R
Aggregate attendance in the three schoels. o _________ . _____ a- 60
Average cost per npil per month_____ A §2.10
Cont of the three tenchers in the ol(‘nmnmr\ md grammar gehool gridey

of the consolidnted school. per memith______ . N = $150
Entire cost ofslhe one transportation wagon, per nmmh______'_ A_’_______ $50
Average cost per pupil per month fn same. geades T, 2. 22
Cost of the four teachers in entire school and of the uhnul wgon.

P AN Hlococcbons comompmonesons moonoen0ma 56 G66 & caEme @00 500 omm: $250
"‘Average cost per pupil for the elementary and high school. _____._ .« $2.04

The Wool Market school, with its four tenchers and adequate
high-sehool advantages, costs the community only £1 cents per pupil, .
or a total of $45 per month more than the three little one-teacher

schools. To send the 23 high-school pupils ont, of “the community___

for their high-school education would cost the community at least
$1.000 more than this entire sthool cost the community and county
for eight months. Mr. W. A. Cox, referred to above, is anthorntv
for the statement that the value of land in the commiinity had in-
creased dnring the two vears as a recult of the good schaol fmm
$10° per acre to $25 per acre. -

“What has beeny.accomplished in the Wool Mmket school can be

the cggt@ntxon%hat»

¥
.

s 5

done m almost any community in the South.. This and similar-in:

d
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adequate school advantages can be provided for the country children
., inthe bnmfmlnity near the farm home.

(L) GARFIFLD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL, STATE OF WASIHINGTON.

By Muargaret Craig Cuetan, !mmuh of W n-rlnlm.'(on State Department of
Educeation.® .

The Garfield consolidated school, which draws its pupils from the
original Garfiell district and several districts outside. is sitnated
in the town of Garfield. in. Whitman County.  arfield has a popu-
lation of somewhat more than 1.000. iphabitants, It is surronnded
by richi farming country and is tocated on the Northern Pacifie and
Oregon Railroad & Navigation Co. railroads aud the Inland Empire
Electric Railway. )

The ciremnstances that led to the consolidation of the districts
were largely :u-vidvntll Consolidation had been considered for
some time by two or three country districts for the purpose of

-oqtnbllshm.«_: 2 muntl\ high schools Several families, however, were
opposed to the plan for the reason that they weve as eloze to Garfield
as they would be to the propesed high scheol. and they could not see
the necessity of another lmll(lmg when all the pupils of the terr itory
conld be accommodated in the Garfield schodls, This fact is of
interest because it drew the line dividing the people for and nlr.nnst
consolidation with Garfield. _

< The second step of thie aecidental order was tukcu in December,
1908.  The teacher in district No. 151 failed to pass the teachers' ex-
amination, thus leaving the school without a teacher. Tenchers that
yeur seenied hard to find, aygd he school was closed.  This district
had as a director, Mv. E..J. By¥Fne, who w s perhaps the leadef in the

“opposition to the country hlgh schodl and thé leader in faver of

= consolidation with Garfield. It was the most-natural thing that he
#hould hiteh up his team .and take his five children to the Garfield>
school.  Githers of the (]Mrl(t followed his example, and the records.
show that almost the entire enrollment gou & taste of the town school
before the year was over. The children enjoyed and profited by
their attendance at the Garfield school. The county sc]m% superin-
tendent, Mr. N. D. Showdlter, was in favor of the plan of consolidat-
ing the several districts with the Garfield distriét. The matter was
. presented to the people of the yaripus districtg and a petition was pre-
nared. Strong opposmon was found; there were many who doubted
\e aduisability of organizing a consolxdated istrict. some 10 aniles
in length and 6 miles in breadth. In this part of Whitman County
' the soil is'heavy, black, end sticky. The hills are numerous, long,
A ‘hlgh. The: roads are. the roads of a ‘new country They are

taolhbnrltm& B nﬁﬁ%ﬂq o1
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‘the children might arrive at the school in time for the 9 o'cloek bell,

_grades, work in these brarches ig continued, They have the advmju”
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being improved, lmt only as roads in a furming comnnmity where

the farms run into the hundreds of acres are improved. Tnorder that

it was necessary for the wagon to start with the first children not
later than 7 o’clock in the morning.  This in the short days of winter
was early indeed.  From 7.30 in the mormng until 5 in the (-\(-mng
was o lnn,t:, hard schocl day.

In the face of all these difficulties the great majority of the people
believed that the Thildren would ‘be better cared for in the Garfield
school than they weuld be cired for in the country schools. LAt
the hearing 4t was cleaply shown that a majority of the people \\ere
in-Tavor of ll!l(l(‘ll.ll\n"" this plan, and a consolidated district was,
therefore, formed hy the ‘county superintendent in June, 1909, by
uniting two rural sc haol districts, numbered. w\pe(m('lv "I and 151,
with No, 36, the Garfield distriet.

Tife records show that nt (hat time district No.-21 had an avernge
daily? attendanee of 37 pupils and had had a T-months’ term of
whaol during the last year. District No.o 151 hadgan average daily
attendance of 12 pupils. and the school had been in session 9
months. At the time these districts were consolidated, Garfield was
maintining & school having all the grades. including a four-yvear
ligh school.  When the children from the rural distriets were
bronght in, thetr elassification seattered them through the different
rooms, so that it was ndt necessary-to employ any additional tesch-
ing force in orderto take care of them. The pupils below the high-
school grades were given the advantages which the ¢hildren of any
city school enjoy.  Therefore. the Boys and girls froin the farms
had equal epportunity with those of the city. .

The usual argument™Wat consolidaffon is to make one large distriet.
of several small, struggling ones is not to be applied too rigidly ia’
the Garfield ease.  Before the consolidation, district No. 21 had an
enrolhnent of 49 Rupils and district No. 151 had an enrollment of

93¢ Asench district had a rge railroad valuation, the tax rate was:
Delow the.ayer age, and at the hearing it was shown that a higher tax
rate would he necessary under consolidation. However, the people
Wanted to give their children the best possible gpportunity to acquire
an ceducation.  The records show that the tax rages have been from
3 to 5 mills higher on the old conntlv districts since the consolida-
tion. For this cost the:children secure the-privilege of attending a
graded school- with all its ndvantages over the usnal rural school. -

Beginning with the fourth grade the -puplls are sent to the high -
school each week, where expert ‘instruction is given them i in manual
training and the domestic arts. When they reach the igh-school

of a- four-yeag;gocred:bed hxgh school, in wh1¢I‘Wy@m %‘ke Coures

™ e‘a .ru AR N L S5y T
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whi::h will prepure them for entrance to any of the higher institu-
“tions of lcmnmg in_the State of Washington.  Two years” work in
8 commercial ‘course can bedind in this school. This distriet, us
enlurged bv consolidation, was not content to remain \nnpl\ a graded
school and high school of the ordinary type. The people wished

* more. A broud eougse in nmnunal training was Rrednced: also a

+ thorough course i domestic cconomy,  Lhese courses were popular
from the first, as'evidenced by the fact that of the 450 pupils eprolled
«in the schools, 111 boys took the mechanical course and 115 girls took
the economy course in the year 1911-12, Teachers who have had
special training and who are graduates of aceredited institutions
have been emploved to teach these subjects, and the investwent has |
puid.  Bench work, turning, home repair, along with a full conrse
in mechanical drawing constitute the principal work in the manual -
tinining department. while in the dotiestic cconory conrse, cookinig.

- sewing, and home-making avts are taught. e

A course i agriculture was added tn 130 This inehwdes a coupse
in chemistry, conducted to augment the comrse in cooking on the
one hamd and chemistry of the soil on the other. The teaclier of .
agriculture is elnplowd purt of the time in advising tunun i the
rural sections.

-Consolidation has been a benefit in the’ community in another di-

-rection. A cotlege-extension/plan has been arranged wherehy special
instruction is given the wonten of the conmiinity in domestic econ-
omy. A week is set-aside for instructing the men in agriculture,
animal husbandry, and kindred subjects.  For these courses instrue-
tors from the State college at Pullmun are seciived.

%he oppgsition to consolidatjon is dying ont. as the nuny advan-
tages are becoming -more and more apparent. One of_ the advan-
tages which the farmers are enjoying as much as any other is the
notable improvement nade on ¢he roads. especinlly along the routes
which the transportation, wagons take.

The per cent of country pupils mntmumg tlnmlghout the course
in the Garfield schools shows a noticeable iygprovenent over condi-.
tions - before consolidation.” The country (‘lldl(‘ are far more
regular and punctual in attendance than the town children. -While
the hours are long and the distance tenveled in many cases is greaf,
the health of the pupils is good: the children are not exposed to wet
and ¢old as they would be if fhey were attending®he rural q(hools_
where transportation is not provided. .

ot Four wagons were used to transport pupils to and, from the Gar-
. field school in 1911-12. There hag been no difficulty in secnrmg the «

‘services. of . goqd, relinble mien as drivers. .The discipline. in the

Agonsand: the. attxtudei"‘of the people toward transportatmn depend

g}
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has been fortunate in this respect. Splendid discipline and well-
managed wagons have resulted in a favorable attitude of the people
toward transportation of pupils. The cost of transportation aver-
ages $80 per month per wagon. . ) .
: < .
(1) MORO - CONSOLIDATED  SCHOOL, ARKANSAS,
By Jo L Bond, Steate hll|’('l\|\(il of rural schools /lkuuizw .

Moro s is a thriving \ill.lgc in the west-central part of Tee
County. in the fertile '\t [rancis-Mississippi Vallev, in one of the
richest agricultural connties of the State. the land being generally

fevel and casily coltivated. The rvoads are only fair. l)nling the

winter and spring montle some of .them become very * bad;” but
they areniow being improved.  A¥ithin the. last few months u '1»1()()()()0
connty bond ssue for road-buildmg purposes has been authorized.
Three small districts were consolidated to give the larger terri-
tory needed for the consolidated school.  Distriet 15, which might

- properly be designated the base for the consolidation. was composed
of only 10 sections. while districts 14 and 36 contained 12 sections,

each. ) 8 . . o
District 13 had a small, one-room, schpol building. The building
was 1 frime structure. very ordinary and poorly furnished. * The
average length of school term was about five months in the year,
with small attendange. School interest was lagzgings, - '
Conditions in district 14 were very similar to those ig district 15,
The school building was small, with one room, very or ry and

poorty furnished.  The average anmyal length of school term was

Cfrom four te six months.

District 36 Lad no school building. A schoot had not been taught
in this district for a nnmber of vears, the inssmm Lhaving heen at the
residénce of one’of the school patrons.

As eriterin of the interest shown by the people in the schiools taught
in these two districts the vear preceding the consolidation. the fol-

lowing statistics are given: - 4
2 N :
”» . .
* Statisticx of school disgtriets. :
N .
: | Percentage Pnroentage
S R School | .0 ' cnumors- l A“,:E‘F" enumorn-
. " Dijstriets. enumer- | o 5t tion | M"‘“d_ tlon in >
’ ation. ; enrolled in STioe) daily N
| i school, ! attendance.
- s — 0 s e e man e me— e
T ; I :
Distriet 15, .o i : 55 35 9.3
District +4.. 8. .. .. FERPRRRSI e a7.5 19 1 5.3
. ; ,

The fa(‘ts and Qtntxstlcs gwen above regardx;g these dxstncts refer-
: only to the schools for the whites.

a
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- The agitation for consohdutinn of the dxstm(ts began, first in dis-
trict 15. A number of the people in the distriet began thinking.
talking, and working to build up a better school. Consolidation of
- districts sn{.geste\{ itself: then opposition arose. almost violent on
the part of some: The sentiment for consolidation jn all the dis-

. tricts to be affected crystallized slowly but gradually.

A public mass meeting was called at Moro during the winter of
1910. The question of consolidation of the districts was discussed,
and it was decided that steps should be taken at once to effect the
colisolidation of the districts. An election was called in each dis-
trict. The vote was almdst unanimons in favor of the consolidation
of the three- districts. At this same ele/ftion six directors were
elected for the consolidated district.

A hpn’ntifnl school site, well located, containing a lit¢le more than
2 acres, and valued at $800. was selected. Plans for a brick bunilding,
-to cost nppro(mmtelv $9.000,"were secured and the erection of the

building was begun in July, 1911.  The building contains four large
dlassrooms, with accompapying clonkrooms. principal's office, q

library room. and hallways. When the needs and conditions demand
- it, an addition can be built withouf marving in any way the ‘archi-
tectural effeat of the building.

As there was some opposition to a bond issue for building pur-
posa/ the boird of directors decided to erect the building without the
issuance of bonds. They have so far adhered to this decision. and

- while the district is in debt the board thinks that in another vear or
two it will be free of debt. Meanwhile a good school §s bring main-
tained.

School in- the (onsohdnte(l district opened in Sept,embex 1911,
The building had not heen (‘ompleted and school was begun in a
chirch.

A wagonette was bought by the district and a transportation route
‘arranged. The wagonette has capacity for 30 children and cost

. -conld be.eonveyed to the school, the wagonette making a distance of
* 11’ miles on the round trip. A thoroughly responsible driver was
" secured, 8 man who lmd\ children of his own to be carried to school.
‘The amount paid the'driver per month was $57.90; he furnished his
- own team and paid all’ the cosis of keeping it. 'I‘he district agreed
{ “:to pay for all needed repmm on the Wagonette For' the year, $1.50
o was -paid out for repairs.
~ i, Ad first there was considerable oppomtlon to the idea-of transporta-
tlpq Jt was urged that such a thigw as transportation” of -childrefr

t pra ggble Some parents did not. want their. cluldren togo -

o far away home to: m!;ool, butathew 900“*‘ und: that it was
7 _2"“, pn&%%:‘h S =
A " il : .

$289.54. The transportation ronte was so arranged that 26 children . .
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~ There \,vere two teechers at first, a principal and an assi_stant, who
was the prineipal's wife. The enroliment at the beginning of the
school was only 74. but it grew rapidly. A third teacher was soon
required. The schdol made application to the State board of educa-
tion for State aid as n two-year State high school. The aid was °
granted and the board of directors employed a third teacher.

At the close of the vear the enrollment had reached 170, distributed

fifth, 18: sixth, 22: setenth; 19 high-school grades, 51. The dmlv
attendance averaged appreximately 80 per cent of the enrollment.

Accurate statistics as to the cost of maintaining the schools before
the formation of the consohdated school are not available, and for
this reason no real comparison can be made of the relative costs of
maintenance of the sma)l district schools with that of the consolidated
schotl. The gross expenditures for school purposes for the first
vear of the consolidated school. as leporwd were $2,186, or. a total
of $12.86 per enrolled child. - -

With a larger and better school. there has come a splendid school
spirit. both on the part of the children and patrons. Games of
various kinds were provided for the children. and school life became :
attractive and inviting to the child. The people are prond of their
school and are enthusiastically supporting it. .

The population has materially increased as a rgsult of the estab-
lishment of the consolidated school. Property -values have steadily .
risen. Lots that formerly sold for $50 are 4Q-day bringing $200
The whole community life has been touched and quickened.

o ~

VIL MACDONALD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL MOVEMENT
IN CANADQ.

By C. H. Jane, (hlef Qpeclnllst fn Agriculturnl Edumtlou. U. K] Office of - -
Fxperiment Stations. ‘ . a1

This was a- mmement for the improvement of ,Canadish mral
schools. Four consolidated rural schools, ?is ob]ect lessons, were pro-
vided by the MacWunald rural school fund, one in cach of the four

Edward Island. * ~ ¢ -

They were located at. places chosen or approved by the provincml
departments of education. In-each case a new building -was erected.
to take the place of the small schools yhich.at that time were sergmg .
the sections .proposed to be ‘consolidated, ;They, were_ eqmpped with -~ !
@mxxmmd mbly s, unglnlm for manual Gain-
ing,homehotdm nphn-a 'm“dwhoolm A.
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consolidated school board was elected according to the sehool law of
of the Province concerned. .

THE SCHOOL AT MIDDLETON, NOVA SCOTLA,

The school in Nova Scotia was opened at Middleton in September,
1903. Th Loppsition made to the people in and about the town of
, Middletor relative to the establishmment of a Macdonald consolidated
school, by Dr. James W. Robertson. agent for the Sir William C.
Macdonald school fund. was that if eight sections would unite and
contribute an amount equal to the average payment by each indi-
vidual section during three previous years for school purposes the
fund would build, equip, and asgist to maintain for three years a
school in the town of Middleton, where in addition to the subjects
=  generally taught in the common and high schools at Nova Scotia,
there should be taught manual training. home eccnomics, and agri-
culture. A school garden was also to be established in connection
with the school for the purpose of tenching practical agriculture and
carrying out experinents in agricultural operations. The children
from the surrounding sections or school districts should be conveyved
to and from the consolidated school in school vans.
This agreement was ratified by the Nova Scotia legislature., There
%ere then built out of the Macdonald fund a brick and stone building
" and a large barn for the sheltering of the vans and van horses. The
fund also furnished the necessary equipment for the school. The
original cost was about $25,000. In addition Dr. Robertson contrib-
~Juted from the Macdonald fund, a syfficient fund to defray all the ex-
- penses required over and above the amount contributed by the indi-
vidual school districts. For the first year this cost the Macdenald

5 fund nearly $8,000. One item, that of onv -eying the children to and
B from the school, during the first year, was %5 377 it was slightly
B less during the next three years. The average vearly draft upon the
& Micdonald fund during the first three years for all school purposes
.~ was about $7.500, while the total nmount from other sources during
- each year was about $3,300. Haence, the school was run at an expense

. of nearly $11,000 a year.
§ Accordmg to Mr. G. B. McGill, first principal of thlS school, the
;> school was ideal in'its purposes. The comparatively large staff of
. teachers, together vith all needed apparatus, was sufficient to make
&5« it greatly superior to any of the individual country schools. The
‘}“b‘ch‘ool soon became justly popular. A better system of classifica-
. Hion ‘of pupils contributed: to moare thorough classrgom work. The
ﬁ;nmml training“and home écononiics department” became very ‘at-
tractive, not only to puipils; lmt to pax‘enm ag well,.and lent s new °
interest’ to aehéol life,  The Iu:g’ “schiobl !ﬁdﬁ way- by iio dns |
the least interesting and nlulble._ Hm pupih condttoted t,henr

RO J
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miniature farms with some interest and a profit. Demonstration

plats were also arranged and cared for by tlre pupils under the

supervision of the principal. The school, too, maintained a large

cadet corps, which achieved some proficiency in military drill.

During these years nature study was a very prominent feature of -
the school and did much to give a new life to school work.

The pupils, in a large measure. appreciated the changed conditions.
They seemed interested and happy in their work. It is worthy of
note, says Mr. McGill, that notwithstanding the additional work en-
tailed upon the pupils by the introduction of manual training,
home economics, and agriculture, they were enabled ut the end of each
school year to obtain, better results {Qam in former years from the
provincial examinations on the purely scholastic stibject/formerly )
taught alone in the public schools, '

A new agreement was effected for the second three vears-of con-
solidation wherehy Dr. Robertson donated ont of the Macdonald
fund $400 for each individual school district that remained in con-

“sohdation. The various districts unitedly wére to defray all other
expenses. The new school board, by reducing the number of ténchers
and eliminating certain other expenses. were enabled to continue
the school, with redults quite similar to thut of the first three-year
period. o : )

At the end of this period all help from the Macdonald fund was
withdrawn, in consequence of which several school districts, except
one small district adjacent to the town of Middleton. withdrew to
their former contlitions of school work. not. however. without some
notion of new ideas in educational methods. Ove of the original
outdde school districts contifities sending in all its pupils.  One
other district has made spasmodic efforts to rejoin the Middleton
consolidated school, but the cost of ,conveying the children has been
the greay difficulty in the way of continuation. Thus the district ,
which was unable to maintain.a public school on a local cost of /
about. $125 wauld require $600 a year to convey the school clfildren

» of that district to and from a consolidated school. The entire cost
of a school in such a district, including municipal and provineial

Y

grants, would be less than $£300. ) . 7
"The present Middleten Macdonald school continues the depart-
ments of hanual training and home economics. Strange to saya the |
ngricultural work of the school has been abandoned, s the study 3
of classics more generally introduced. As Mr. McGill declares, there 3

‘can be no doubt that the manual trai;ling, home economics, ‘and o
. agricultural ‘work of ‘the schgol contributed toward the building np : é
i~ of great interest-and improvement in rural-life, and ‘it was this thit °
" o Bie'William C. Miodgnkld-had'in yiew #hieri'he 'nigde his generous
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Dr. McKay, superintendent of schools for Nova Scotia, writes:

It looks very ‘much at prerent as if it is eaxier to pro\'lde u teacher and o
sumllehoelhonse than to Vransport the school 3 or-4 milles to o well. -grided
educationn! jnstitutlon; and becaure it is chieuper, it is eonsidered to bhe b:\\\
There Is veed of education oun the difference in value between the cheap wisce
laneous yural school aud the well-graded village school. 1 find also that pupils
bm-mne\llred of sturting so much earlier I the morning in order to be ready
for the vans und of the monotony of the ride tn the van both to nod from the
schoolbouse. ‘They uppear to enjoy the freedom of traveling on the roud a short

- disthnce better than an enforced long ride every day.

We tind 1t w-\wrk at preseut only In uttaching a small settlement which can
havdly support a. school by itself to the nearest scbool center.  That means,
as o rule, th?ﬂq{ﬁr consolidations consist of the wirdon of oue or two s all sec-
tious with n centFiT one. ‘This we fnd to be useful. nml every year : few niore
of sueh umall conrolidations are orgnnized.

t
TIHE NEW BRUNSWICK SCHOOL.

~ The New Brunswick school is located ut Kingston, a villuge about

25 miles east from St. John. The village is 8 miles from the railroad,

situated on the top of a hill, and contains a few neat farmhouses,

a chureh, and the Kingston Macdonald consolidated school, JFhe

school was opened in September, 1904, and served an area thaf was

formerly seven rural school districts. Kingston, of all the towns in

.New Brunswick, was selected for this demonstration because few

places could offer more naturdl obstacles fo the success of such an

enterprise.

All the districts which voted to consolidate were ordinary vonntry

localities, spursely settled. Sowme of them maintained school only

< part of the year. . In many the schoelhouses were poor and ill-

equipped. The consolidated districts were to contribute what they

had been paying for-school puwrposes in the past. The Macdonuld

fund was to pay all.additional cost for three years. At the end of

. that time the people were to decide by vote ‘whether to continue

the consolidated school and assume the entire responsibility for its

support or to go back to the isolated, meagerly equipped, poorly

taught one-room district schools, This school also received annually

provincial grants, as does other consolidated schools of a similar

"character, to the éxtent of $1,000 and one-half the cost of the tréns-
portntxon of the pupils.

* The Macdonald building is s commodious structe well placed in

a lot of about 8 acres. Near the road the grounds are laid off with

~ -gvaval walks and well-kept lawns and planted with numerous shade

< "{pees, brought from the woods and set out by the pupils. Back of the

< bml@ng is.a playground. apd a'schoo] garden and orchard. At one

Fside is a long loy, stable. with seven doors, each lnrge‘enoush to.adglt 7

'pniz of,honeg'md a vnp: "I‘he bnsemmt of th

o
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and airy and is used as a-pheyreom in bad weather. On the first Hoor
are two rooms for the yoiinger pupils, a Storeroom, and a manual-
training room well equipped with benches and teols. On the second
tloor ure two rooms for the more advanced pupils, a laboratory, a  °
library, and a room for househiold science, which includes sewing,
cooking, daundry work, hame nursing, and sanitation. Under the
roof is a spacious astembly room. The pupils are conveyed from ¢
their homes in vans, -~ :
‘Fhe enrollment in the seven districts before consolidation was 125;
after «consclidation it arose to 166 the first term and 175 the second
term.  While the avepage attendance in the nonconsolidated schools
was 44 per-cent of the enroliment, after consolidation’ it arese at unce

to 84 per cente In considering these figures it must be horne in mind
- that the school year is 40 weeks long, and the services of the older
children are quite as valuable at home as in other farming communi- -
ties. Although 140 children out of a total of 160 had to l)e collected
daily over routes varying from 3 (o 5 miles each way, in the unusually
severe winter of 1904 on no day was the attendance less than 50 per.
cent, and in the winter of 1905 no van was late, )

In speaking «f this particular schaol, Mr. R. . Steeves, director of
clementary agrieultural education in New Brunswick, says that the
school.has been entively successful from the outset and has done ex-
cellent work.  Muny pupils began the foundation of a good education
which after gm(lu.umn they continued either at normal seheol, cal-
lege, or other instituticns.  Many pupils who have been su(‘voaxful-m

various lines would doubtless under the old system never hdve arisen
above grade 4. The difference Betwen' the course of s study here
and in the ordinary country school is sufficiently suggested by the
difference in equipment. The orchard, the gr nf(mg tools, the prun-
ing knives, the spraying nppamlus. the kltchen with all of ity house-
‘hold 1mplemonts, the sowmg tables, the benches and tools, andl the
taberatory for indoor work in winter—all utterly fm‘clgn to the ordi-
nary school—are here for a definite use.

At the end of the three ycars (1907) all the districts voted to con-
tinue the consolidation, and Sir William C. MacDonald continued
his financial assistance to the extent of $1,200 a year for three years.
After two years under this plan the building was burned. Before
rebuilding the entire scheme was agdin submitted to the people, when
it was decided to enter.into a regular legal consolidation, all the |

several districts bemg merged into one, under the management, of a R
trustee board. This is the present organization. The Macdonald as:
sistance has been withdrawn eftirely,.and the school is supported by 4
-lhe people and grants from the provincial government, S :
"There are only three oit the achool stafl at present. Al ¢ the indtis
il ¢ At Aiied:. The fact that:lnt prinig the -

.
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pupil making the highest average in’ grade 8 for the county was a.

regular attendnt at this school. shows. according to Mr. Steeves,

that the ordinary subjects of instruction are not neglected. The

expenses of the school have considerably incrensed.” The school tax

is now upward of $2 on $100 of nssessable® valuation of property.

‘The total assessable valuation of the entire district is under $30,000.
Mz Steeves writes:

Arom this cu»eﬁmunl I amm fully convinced of the udvantages of consolida-
tlon. The cost will be greater, but renl value 1 obtained for the money. The
fact that twice after the \[nulonald wehonl “was established the people athirmed
the principle and continued the school shows that its value 1w recognized.

Muny who have no children to send to &choot complaiu of the tux. but mwost of
" them admit that the school Is a credit.

As a test of consolidation the Kingston experiment was a severe
one. The population is sparse, and consequently the distance the
vans travel is long.  The roads are quite rocky and hilly, the ex-
pense of conveyunce is heavy. and the winters are cald.’ _

Tn more faverable localities, with a small number of vans for con-
veyance, and more level country. the scheme should prove mst as
advantugeom educationally and not so expensive.

Tt may be of interest to note the gencral attitude of the people of
this Province toward the matter of consolidation. In the report of
the special agricultural commission appointed in 1908 to inquire into
the agricultural conditions of the Trovinces and the means of im-
proving them, the question of consolidated’ schools was considered.
A series of questions «enling with the matter was sent to the hoards
of trustees of the 1,420 rural school districts. Replies were received
from 219. Of these, 24 districts would supporttconsolidated schodls.
106 districts were not in favor of such schools, 22 districts expressed
themselves as willing to submit to higher taxation for consolidation
purposes, and 117 districts did not want higher taxation for such
purposes. So far as the schools answering represent ull of the dis-
tricts, this shows that only about 20 per cent of the trustees of the
New Brunswick schools five vears ago favored this method of im-
proving the status of the rural schools.

THE $CHOOL AT GUFLPH, ONTARIO, »

The Macdonald consolidated school at Guelph, Ontario, com-
. menced in November, 1904, under practi®lly the -same conditions
financially as those organized in New Brumswick and-Nova .Scotia.
. - Five districts were tonsolidated; three have withdrawn, so at the
.. present time two districts comprise thﬁ consohdatxon, with about 46~
o additional pupils from the surrounHling districts in attendance. . -
i heso Ave. ,dlstnctq _were. rural districts surroundmg the caty of A
W L 3 _ -
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in the consglidation. Children from the three districts withdrawing
were conveyed across the city to the new school. That_ the school
won the approval of parents is evidenced in the fact that at'the close
of the three-vear trial period.when the vote to decide whether or not
to continne in consolidation was taken, only *one rate paver with
children at school in” three retiring distriets voted for withdrawal.
In every case there was only a small mjority against continuing.
even with the necessity” for increased taxation bofnre the rate payers.

The kind of edueation which thix school wag established to demon-
strate still continues. The pupils receive special instruction in ele-
mentary agricniture, home economies, and manual training. With
the appreval of the Ontario department of eduration, the continua-
tion classes have adapted their studies especially to fit the needs of the
home and the farm.

In disetissing this forn of education a bulletin of tho Ontario Apri-
enltural Cellege at Guelph states that—
while the prin(‘lplo of consolidation has been confirmed in undoubted pedagogicu!
quecesses, these two educational reformers (Sir Willlam . Macdonald and Dr,
James W, Robertkon) hnve been iy advance of thefr thmes. None of these I’rov-
Inces was ready to ineorporate into ity body edueationally the highly organdzed

rurnl graded soiool that had mel with o lorge and favorable aceeptance fn an-
other conntry.

In explaining the appyfent failure of this form of edncation, it was
felt that the condition of.the rural schools of Ontario was not so bad
as to require any large change in organization. The rural people are
conservative. They were getting for their children as good.an edu-
cation as they wanted for them. They had not arrived at the point
wlere they considered indistrial subjects of any special significance
in the education of their children. The experience of six yvears with
a consolidated school® was not a sufficient force to create a public
sen(iment which would sustain and expand the plan & consolidation,
It is thoughit by some that it would have been better to have begun

atthongh it wonld have pYevented possibly the most satisfactory in-
troduction of elementary agriculture, home economics, and mgnual
training teaching, it wonld greatly have lessened the costliness of the
- experinient and -saved the hardest criticism of it—the: increased
" expense.
TEFE 8CHOOL ON PRINCE EDWARD 1SLAND,

The Macdonald consolidated school on Prince Kdward Island was
opened early in the summer of 1905 at Hillsbovro. Prior to this time

o
T .' -t
. MACDONALD CONSULIDA’I'ION MOVEMENT IN CANADA 95 -

" ~3(Guelph, which is an independent school district and wus not included’

the schools on a smaller scale, taking in fewer school districts, and -.

:;{ each of the six districts consolidated had o one-room rural school , iy
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for the education of its chiklren. The huildings it cuses were

winviting and the smrroundings bave and eheerless, Bo\s\(m.’r 12

years of age usnally attended only u few months in the winter. Ac-
cording to a' report of this school, issued in 1910, individual taxes in
the original six districts vanged from 20 cents to $5.20. The average
contribution, by the mate payers was but 11 eents on $100 property

valuation. and the total salaries received by the six teachers amounted

to #1,190. »

For the first thiree years the six districts contributed nearly their
previous assessment on pwpelt\ svaluation, but at the expiration of
that time three of the six districts remained in consolidation and
agreed to pay 40 cents on the $100 valuation. There was a volun-
tary fee of $2 per pupil for the first three in the family. Pupils

“from outside distvicts paid a toition fee of 5. Tri addition to this

the school veceived a st.ntutm\ grant frow the provincial government.
Sir Willimn ¢, Macdonald contributed $1.200 as a lump sum,-and
the defieit was made up by Dr. James W, Robertson.

Couwrses of study ut the school included, in addition to what was
given in the original six ~chools, school gardening and nature study,
manual training, home economies, drawing, and physieal culture.
All these subjects were tanght by spece inlly trained teachers,

I)unng 1908-9 the work of the school was done by five teachers,
but in 1910 an extra tencher was appointed so that the principal
might he free to put on a specinl comse for farmers’ sons. This
special courge for farmers’ sons included. in addition to the regular
academic subjects of an ordinary school, live stack, poultry, dairying.
farm crops. agricultural botany, horticulture. farm chemistry,
physics, and mannal training. e

While this school from the mnt‘;(-t, was apparvently suceessful in
bringing about the form of eduention which its promoters hadsin
mind, the superintendent of education of the Province w: m‘s. under
date of August 27,1013 ¢ _

1 regret” \'01‘,\' wuelh to lave to suform yow that the Macdonall consolidntetl

school at THilisboro lLus been closed for over a year, 1t did excellent work
during the weverul- years in which it was In operntion and fulfiliad the bighest

_expecttfions of It promoters, but the school districts In which it wns located

dld not seem-to apprecinte its advantages to the cextent of being willing to

“contribute rufficlently to the expenses of running it. and. therefore, as soon

as Sir William ¢ Macdonnld and Dr. James W. Robertson withdrew thelr sup-
port (June 30, 1911) the sachool was allowed to cloke. The result is that the

commodious bullding and excellent equlpnient remain idle, while the little .

one-room district schools nre vainly attempting to do the work of educatlng
the boys and girls of the community. * * °* I dm convinced that consoli-
Uation is the remedy for most of our educatioanl disabliitles, and I am not
without the hopg that ;ho Macdonnld conwli'dutcd school will yet be reopened.

. (

5 AT BT e

.




o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

9

r g i O

THE HAPLEM (ILL.) CONSOLIDATED BCHOOL.  « o7

S e By €', ¢ Bruxs, Principal,
T

b} —

The Harlemn oM idated school, 6 miles north of Rockford,. 111,
is the pionecr consolidafed school in Wimtebago County in estab-
lishing a course of study embracing agriculture, Jdomestic science,
jnd mannal training. These advantages were made posbih]e by the
tonsohd.ntmn of four une-room country schools isi April,” 1910,

The petitions making possible consolidation were slgnu. by 64

electors i favor of the movement and 16 against it. The trustees
voted unanimously to consolidute, and an election was held to bond
the distriet for $17.700. which was earried. A school board was
elected, and .its first act was the ndoption of a rule to employ only
tenchers who were either normal school or college graduates.

The consolidated school district comprises nbout 16 sections"of land
along the Rock Riverund an interurban electric car line. It is about
3 miles wide in the widest part and 9 miles long.  The valuation of

* the taxable property last year was $489,000. .

The Harlem consolidated school has steadily grown and  pros-
pered. 1t is now in the fifth year of its -existence, and has its
equipment fairly complcto and its comrse of stady dotuumned

The course of stidy in agriculture begins in the seventh grade
and is continned in the eighth grade. This follows a course of nature
study beginning-in the first grade. In the first year the child takes
stock of 'what lie knows about the things in the world ont of doors.
Liater more pum( wlar studies of the earth, sky, animals, and plants
are taken and work in gardens is begun. Every spring penny pack-

ets of seeds nre Lought by the children. Any child in the school may .

have a home garden, and practically all do have them. The nature

“study is a preparation for the agriculture that follows and for the

science in the high school.
The conrse of study for agriculture in lhc seventh and elghth
grades declares— .

An attempt 8 made 1o Interest the pupils in theichlef industry of the com-

munity by a direct study of plants. animals, soil, and the conditions of ngrleul-
_ture rather than by mere testhook work.

The reasotnble requence of farm operations is taken ndvautge of. Thus the
snbject of weeds, plant disenses, farm crope, corn judging, and silos are en
up daring the fall, when syich operntions are of most interest on ‘the farm/

During the late fall .and winter farm animals ure studied. o O

With early spring comes the terting of seeds, the care of Im!bedn followed hy
the study of the fuvorable conditions of plant and sofl.

8chool and homegnrden work Is mrrled on during the uprlng and nmnmer'

months. A Tair lnhald ench fall. ' o

]
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The first summer of the school-garden work the children were or-
ganized into committees, two or three children visiting the school
garden each week during vacation and taking proper care of it. The
garden was in beautiful condition in the fall.

The next summer practically all the children had home gurdens
requiring their attention, agid it was voted best to pull up-the sehool
garden rather than let it go to weeds. ’

The organization of the home-gardén work has been fairly com-
plete here. The sense of ownership which home gardens engender,
together with the possible profit to the child financially, make them.
popular. The conveniénce of the home garden is another advantage
over the sclhiool garden. Work in the home garden can be done at
odd moments, and many times children help provide vegetables for
the home in this way. Parents become interested in the work of

_the child and oftentimes give necessary supervision.

The greatest good which the home-garden work has done here is
to connect the home and the school. This has been brought about
by the fair held each fall at the school. The grange in this commu-
nity had held fairs each fall probably since its organization, in 1873.
I suggested that we hold our fair together and call it a community-
fair. The plans were-ca™ed out successffilly in every way. The
next year I asked two farmers o? the community to help me with
our argangements, which they did. In connection with the_part of
the cﬁlildron's gardens.the grange and the people of the community
‘were to take, I proposed that we hold a plowing match and an all-day .
picnic for the entire community. In spite of bad weather in the
morning, the fair was“a. success. Following.the work up, it was
proposed that a permanent organization be formed and officers
elected to take entire charge. Last March a community meeting was
held at the school and officers elected, with 'a special committee of
the older boys and girls to take charge of their part of the fair.

Agriculture in the high school naturally divides itself into fonr

units—plants, animals, soilg, and farm®maniagement. In gthe conrse®
of study a h: If year’s work in each unit is required of the boys for
graduation. One yenr's work in inanual training is also required,
one-half the time for mechanical drawing and the other half with
practical woodwork. . _
- Boys specially desiring more werk in, agriculture may receive
another semester's-work in plant husbandry and one in animal hus-
bandry, : g, ¢ o O

Two years Q{agriculture are required, with ohe year elective, und

. one year of manual trajning, which we expect to revise and improve
80 that it will really be a course in farm mechanics. ¢
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The work in agriculture is arranged so th§t.the student may re-
ceive training in the regular high-school scignces before taking np
the agricultural work. . ‘ i .

The science work other than agriculture ks as follows: (ieneral
science throughout the freshman year, l)qt;nv and physmlog\ dur-
g the second vear, chemistry in the third, and physics in the’ fourth
vear. :

.General science is outlined to include five main features: (1) The
air: (2) ice, stean, and water; (3) work and energy; (4) the earth’s
crust; and (5) li\ing things.  The most excellent results, we believe,

are being obtaired tn general science as foundation work for all

science work.
- During the”second year botany is given. The fundamental prin-

ciples of plant life are taught. The work is a' preparation for the .

work with plants, fruits, and grain study in agriculture. In the
botany class the economic plants where applicable to the point in
Dhand are used.

Chemistry in the third year precedes the work in soils by a full sem-
ester.  The second semester of chemistry deals with ugrlulltm al prob-
lems and with foods to such an extent as to make the course practical,
interesting, upphcnlﬂe. and of such a nature that the student will
realize and connect up its relations to everyday Life.

Physics h# many points of interest for farm boys. The conrse in
electricity is made especially strong. '

The study of plant husbandry the first semester of the third year
in high school gives much wove satisfactory elass work than if pluced
carlier in the course. This is due to the previous preparation in
science, especially in botany.

Cooking and sewing are taught in the, seventh and eighth grades.
Practical usable things are made. The girls are encouraged to apply

[he problems at homé. TLessons of economy are taught in'both cook-

ing.and sewing.

The domestic-science teacher in a rural conununity must have ‘P‘r
subject well in<hand to be able to lead in her work, as she will he
called npon to do a broader work than merely teach her class.. If she
is the very best, she will feel this herself. Country women, espegially

in communities so far in advance of the average as to have a con-."

solidated school, are very able und well informed. The domestic-
science teacner should bd able to'cooperate with them and lead in
their work in the community: A girls’ home-economics elub to con-
néct up the schoo! and the home is of help Such a club has been
formed here. Thm club has been useful in making money, in provid-

ing socials, and in serving luncheons at different times to the sa'hoo '

bonrd and members of the commumty

s
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Williams, Mabel C, on trungportutjon in Tennesxee, 5. ’
Wisconsin, consolfntion and trneportution, legislution. 33, 43 consolidaticn
of schools, 26, 80-82. 4
Wool Murket consolidated school. Harrixou County, Miss., §2-54.

Wyowlng, cousolidation aud transportation, legislation, 43. i
p
]
¥
' i <
»




o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF EL'JCATION.

{Nore.—With the exceptions fudicated, the d scuments named below will be ser.* free of charge upon
application to the Commuissloner of Education. Washington, D. C. Those marked ith an asterisk (*
arc 1o longer available for fres distribution, but may Ve had of the Superintendest of cumpents, Govern
ment Printing Office, Washington, D. C., upon payment of the price stated. Remittancesshould be made
in coln, currency, or money order. Stamps are not accepted.  Documents marked with a dugger (4) are
out of print.] -

1906.

1No. 1. Education bill of 1806 {or England and Wales as it passed the Houso of Cominons.  Anne T, Smith.

tNo. 2 German views of Amerfcan education. with particular reference to Industrial development.
Willisrn N. Uailmann.

+No. 3. 8tate school systems: Legislation and judicinl declsions relaling to puiic edueation, "Oct. 1. 1904,
to Oct. 1,1908. Edward C. Ellott. 13 ets. )

’ 1907. ) :

tNo. L The comtinuation school in the United States. Arthur J. Jones. —=
tNo. 2 Agriculturaleducation, Including nature study and school gardens.  Jumes 1. Jewel).
tNo. 3. The auxiliary schools of Germany. 8ix lectures by B. Maennel.

tNo. 4. The elimination of pupils from school. Edward L. Thorndike.

N 1908,

tNo.1. On the training of persons to teach agriculture in the pullic shools. Liberty H. Bailey

*No. 2. List of publications of the United States Burean of Education, 1867-1907, 10 cts.

*No. 3. Biullography of education for 1907. James Ingersoll Wyer, Ir., and Martha L. Phelps. 10cts.

tNo. 4. Music education in the United Btates; schools and departments of musie.. A rthur 1,. Manchester.

*No. 5. Education in Formoss. Julean H. Amold. 10 cts. ’

*No. 8. The apprenticeship system In Its relation to industrial education. Carroll 1. Wright. 13 ets.

*No.7. Btate school systems: 1. Legislation and judiclal dectsions relating to pubile education, Oct. 1,
1006, to Oct. 1, 1908 Edward C. Elliott. 30cts. .

"No.n Statistics of State universities and other institutions of higher s Incotiom partinlty supported hy the
State, 1907-5. 5 cta.

' 1909,

*No. I. Facllities for study and research in the offices of the United States Governmuent in Washineton.
Arthur T. Hadley. 10cts. ©

*No. 2 Admission of Chinese students to American colleges. John Fryer. 25 cts.

*No. 3. Daily meals of school children. Caroline L. Hunt. 10 cts.

$No. ¢. Tho teaching staff of lary schools in tho United States; nmount of educution. lewgth of expes
rienco, salaries. Edward L. Thorndike. . ==

No. 5. Statistics of public, socioty, and school Hbraries in 1905,

T. Balley. 15 cts. .
No.7. Index to the Reports of the Commissioner of Education. 1:7-1907.
*No. 6. A teacher's professional library. Classified list of 100 titles. 5 cts.
*No. 9. Bibllography of education for 1908-9. 10 cts.
No. 10. Education for efficiency in raitroad service. J. Shirtey Eaton. -
*No. 1. 8tatistics of 8tate universities and other institutions of higher education partlslly supported by

the Btate. 1008-9. 5 ots. -
. 1910, .
*No. 1. Tho mo\‘cmgt for reform lu the tesching of religion in o pubidie acliools of Sazeny. Arley R.
Bhow. &ets. - v )
No. z'sm-i school systems: IIT. Legislation and juditial decisivns relating to public education, Oct. 1,
1908, to Oot. 1, 1906. Edward C. Elliott. o )
tNo. 3. List of publications of the United States Buresu of Education, 1887-1010. .
. *No. {. The biological stations of Europe. Charles A. Kofold. 50ets. i . 4

fNo. & American schoslhonses. Fleicher B. Drosler. - °

;ihe State, 1000-10 v ¢ A TR AT AL § aom
R S WAL e TR % W s . L § e
s RGN T S St i v M grc s = A

& R vl Ya s =

*No. 6. Instruotion in the fine and manual arts Ju the United States. A sististical monograph. Jeary

Blatistics of State Grifversitios and other insiitations of higher, education bartially supported by -




o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

I T e X Tt ety 2w S

I N BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION. <
IRTITH
*No. 1. Bibliography of science teaching. 5 cts.
*No. 2. Opportunltie for gruduate study In agriculture in the United States. A. C. Monahan. 35cts.
*No. 3. Agencles for the fmprovement of tachers in service. Willlam C. Ruediger. 15 cts.
*No. ¢. Report of the commlssion appointed tn study the system of education in the public sehodls of
Baltimore. 10 cts.
*No. 5. Ageand grads consus of schools aud collegew. Geagge D. Strayer. 10 cts. . -
*No. 8. Graduate work in matheratics in universitios and In other lnstitutions of like gradeid the United
. States. 5cts. ‘

§Neo. 7. Undergraduste work in matheroatics in colleg: d universitiex.
#No. & Examinations in mathematics, other than those set by the tracher for his own classes.
No. 9. Mathematics in the technological schools of colleyinte grade in the United States.
No. 10. Bibliography of education for 1909-10. ’ . i
tNo. t1. Bitiliography of child study for the vears 190%-0,
tNo. 12. Traing of teachers of clementary aud secondary inathematics.
*No. 13. Mathematis in the elementary schools of the United States. 15 cts.
*No. 1. Provision for excoptional children in the public schools 3. H. Van Rickle. Lightrer \anor.
and Leooard . Ayres. 10 ots.
.. No. 15 Educationa! system of China as recently reconstructed. Harry E. King. 10 cis.
* tNo. 1& Mathematics in the public and private secondary schools of the United Statex.
" $No.17. List of pulikations of the United States Bureau of Education. Octo. vr, 1911, |
*No. 18. Teachers’ certificates issued under renerad State laws and regulations. Harlan UpdegrafY. 20 ctg.
No. 19. Btatistics of State universities and other tnstitutions of higher educaiion purtially snpparted by
the State. 1910-11. . .
1914, T,
#No. 1. A course of stuly for the preparation of rural-school t £rs.  Fred Mutchlerand W.J. Craig. Sets. °
tNo. 2. Mathematics at West Point and Annepglls. - . :
*No. 3. Report of committee on untform records and reports. 5 et
®No. 4. Mathematics in techuical secondary schools In the U nited &
®No. 5. A study of expenses of city school systems. Harlan U pdegraif?
®No. 6. Agricultural education 4 seoondary sehools. A0 cts.
*No. 7. Educational status of pursing. M. Adelaide Nutting. 10 cts.
®No. 8. Peace day. Fannle Femm Andrews. 5 cis. { Later publication. 1913. No. 12.}
®No. 8. Country achools for city boys. \William 8. Myers. 10 cts.
tNo. 10. Bibliography of edurcation in agriculture and home aconomict.
tNo. 11. Currént educstional topics, No. 1. .
tNo. 12. Duteh achools of New Netherland and cofotial Newr York. Willnm H. Kilpatrick.
" *Na. 13. Influsnces tending to Improve the work of the tracher of mathematis, 5 cts,
*No. 11. teport of the Americun comrmissioniers of thetinternafional coinmission on the teaching of mathe-
" matics. 10 cts, .
tNo. 15. Current educational topics, No. 11. o © W
1No. [8. The reorganitad school playground. Henry 8. Curtis.
®No.'17. The Montessri system of education. Anna T.Smith. 5 ets.
tNo. 18 Teaching linguage through agriculture and domestic science. M. A. Leiper. *
*No. 19. Professioual distribution of coliege and untversity graduates, Ballef\- BB. Burritt. 10 cts.
tNo. 2. Readjustment of & rural high school to the needs of the comu. nnity. oll. A. Brown.
tNo. 21. Urban and rursl common-sohool statistics. Iarlan Uprdegratl and William R. Homi.
No. 22. Public'and private hich schools.
. No. 3. Special coliections fn lihrartes In the United Btates. . Dawson Johnston- and tsadore G. Mudge.
$No. 24. ‘Current educational topics. No. I1l. . '
", #No. 23. List of publications of the United States Burean of Fducstion, 1412,
tNo, 2. Bibliopraphy of child study for the years 1910-1911. '
No. 27, History of public-echool education In Arkansas. Stephen B, Weeks.
*No. 28. Cultivating school grounds in Wake Couaty, N.C. Zebulon Judd. 5 ets.
" No. 3. Bibllography of the teaching of mathematics. 1900-1912. David Fugena Beith and Charles
: QGoldsther. G
No. 30. Latin-American univorsities and spoctai schools. Edgar E. Bramion.
No. 81. Educational directory, 1912, o -
. No.32. Bibliography of exceptional children and thelr education. Arthur MacDonald.
1No. 83. Statistics ofBlate universities and bther astitutions of higher education partially supportedby
the State. 1912. . © .

Sets.
10 cts.

«

' ’ 1913, 7/
% - No. L Monthly record of current educstiogal publiomtions, January, 1913, .
2;.1.,vm_x2;_'l‘mhqnueu-u-mlorm-m.ehm: A.C. Monahan and B. H. Wright. 8 ety. R I

0, SNo. 3.:The tachihg of modern languages in the Unitad States. - Chartes H., Hasdschin, 15 ots.

*No, 4, Present standards of Nghur edrication fii the Ynited Stated. '_:oma B,
No. 8, Monthly record of curfent sducational publications,  February, 19

P
i

T




o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

is{(

'—* g D T
" ‘ol . L4

BYLLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF. EDUCATION. I

$No. 6. Aglenltural instruction in high schools. €. H. Robisen and F. B. Jinks 10cts. |

tNo. 7. College entrance requirements. Clarenoe I), Ktngsle)

*No. 8. Tho status of rursl education in the Uniled States. A. C. Monahan, 1.'cu.

1No. 9. Consular reports on continustion schools in Prussiu.

tNo. 10. Monthly record of eurrent educationsl publications, March, 1913,

tNo. 11. Monthly rocord of current educational publications, April, 1913.

*No. 12. The promotion of peace. Fannle Fern Andrews 10 cts.

tNo. 13. Standards and tests for measuring the efficlency of schools or systems of sohaots. KReporti of the
comiuitiee uf the National Council of Education. Goorge D. strayer, cmlrman

No. 14. Agricultural instruction in sccondacy schools.

tNo. 15. Monthly record of currept educationnl publications, May, 1913,

¥No. 16. Bliliography of medical inspection and heslth supervision. 15 cts.

*No. 17. A trade school for girls. A preliminary investigation in a typical manulacturing eiy, Worcester,
Mass. 10 cts. -

*No. 1¥. The fifteenth international congress on hygiene and demography. Fletcher B.. Drvsslar. 10 ots.

*No. 19. German industrial cducation and {tg Jessons for the United States. Holmes Beckwith. 15 ots.

®No. 20. Mliteracy in the United States. 10 cts

tNo. 21. Month!y record of current educational publications, June, 1913,

*No. 22. Bibliography of industrial, vocational, and trado educstion. 10 cts.

#No. 23. The Goorgia Ciub at the State Normal Bchool, Athens, Gua for the stud of rursl sociology. EcC.

Brai on. 10 cts.
*No. 24. A comparison of public education in Germany and in the United States. tieortt Kerschensteiner.
5ets. )

$No. 25. Industrial education in Columbus, Ga. Roland 8. Danul, 3 cts.

tNo. 26. Good roads arbor day. Bussn B, Sipe.

tNo. 27. Prison schools. A.C. Hill. LN

#No. 28. Expressions on education by Americun statesmeu and publicists. 5 cts. .
*Xo. 28. Accredited secondnry sehools in the United States.. Kendric C. Baboock, 10 ots.
*No. 30. Education In the South. Inets, o -

*No. 8L Bpecial features n city school systems. 10 ets. o

No. 82. Edueatlonal survey of Montromery County, Md.
1No. 33. Monthly record of current educationnl pubidications, September. 113
*No. 34. Peuslon systemagg Great Britain.  Raymond W. Sks.  10vcts.

*No. 35. A list of books suited to a high-school library. 15 cts. .
*No. 38. Report on the work of the Burcan of Education for the natives of Alaska, 191112, 10 cts.

No. 37. Monthly record of current cducational puliications, f)clohor,‘:l. *

*No. 35, Economy of time in eduration. 10ts. .

No. 39. Elementary industrial school of Cleveland, Ohlo. W. N, Hallmann.
*No. 40. Tho reorganized school playground. Henry 8. Curtls. 10 cts.

No. 41. The reorganization of secondary education. .

No. 42. An experiinentat rurn) school st Winthrop College. I, S. Iirowne, [
*No. 43. Agriculture and rural-lile day; material for 1ts observanca.  Eugehe °. Brooks. 10 cts.
*No. 44, Organfzed health work in schools. E. Itlloag. 10 ets.

No. 45. Monthly record of curront educational pulilications, November, 1913,
*No. 46. Educational directory, 1913. 15 cts,

*No. 47. Teachlng mutorisl in Government publications, F. 1. Nayes. 10 cts.
*No. 48. Bchool hyglene. W. Carson Ryan, r, 15 cts,
No. 49. The Farragut School, 8 Tennessee country-life high schoal. A, &. Monahbn and Adams Thillips.
No. 50. The Fiichburg plan pf cooperative industrinl educn-ion. M. R, McCann.

-

*No. 51. Education of the immigrant. 10 cts. °

"lgNo 52. Sanitary scboolhouses. Jegulecquirements in Indiana and Mhio. 5 ots.
No. 53. Monthly record of current educational publications, December, 1013,
No. 54. Counsular reports ot indusiril cducatlon in Gevmany. ¢

No. 55. Legisiotion and judicial decisions relating to education, October 1, 1904, to Octoher 1, 19:2. James .

C. Boykin and Wiltlam R. Hood. .
tNo. 56. Bome suygestiva features of the Swiss schoo0l system. William Knox Tate.
No. 57. Elemontary education tn England, with spacial wterence h\Londnn. Liverpoal, and Manchecter,
I. L. Kandel. :
* No. 58, Educational system of rural Denmark. Harold W. Foght. 4
No. §9. Bibllography of educatlon for 1910-11.
No. 60. Statistics nf State univetsitics and other imutufkms of higher odnmuon partiatly supported by
tho 8tate, 1012-13.
1914, I

No. 1. umun; record of current educational publleatiom January, 1914, 5 cls.
attendance,

> No. 2. Compulocy school I
. nt qm;utgu.l mwmm. !obmry, mc. ooga e
: A + 2; e




- m

r . -
“ow _"BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION. 1

* No.5. The lolk high schools of Denmark. L. I.. Friend.

No. 6. Kindergartens in the United States.

No. 7. Monthly rcord of current educational publicatlons, March, 1014,

No. 8. The Massachuselts homo-project plan of vocational agricultural education. 1. W. Stlmson.

No. 9. Monthly rocord of curront educational puhlcations, April, 1914,

! ONb. 10. Phyaleal growth and school progress. B. T. Baldwin. 25 cte.

No. 11, Monthly record of curront educational publicatlons, May, 1014, .
° No. 12. Runl schoolhouses and grounds. F. 8. Dresslar. *

No. 13. Prescnt status of dsswing and .art in the elementary and secondory sehovis of the United States, 4

Roysl B. l“amum\

No.'14. Vocstlonal guidance.\ *

No. 15. Moathly yecord oY nl edneational publications. index.

No. 16. The tangible rewards bf teaching. James C. Boykin and Rot.eria King.

No. 17. 8anltary survéy of the schools of Orange County, Va. Roy K. Flannayua.

No. 18. The publio school system of Qary, Ind. Willlam P, Burris.

No. 19. University extension in tho United States. Louls I3. Reber.

No.20. The ryml schoot and hookworm disacse. J. A. Ferrcll. '
. No.21. Monthly recorl of current educations! publications, Septem.er, 1614, a
® No.22. The Danish folk high schools. H. W. Foght. i . 3
,, No. 23. Bomis trade schools in Europe. Frank 1. Glynn. "

No. 24. Dankh clementary rural schools. H. W. Foght.

No. 25. Important features in rural school fimprovement. W. T. Hodges.

Mo. 2. Monthly record of current educational publicatjons, Oetoher, 1914,

No. 27. Agricuitural teaching.

No. 28. The Montessori mothod and the kindergarten. Eligaheth Huubon. E

No. 20. Thekindergarten in benevolent fustitutions.

No. 10. Consolidatiop of rural sehools aned transportatinn of pupils ot public expense. A, (. Monahan,

O ‘ ;

[

£ S ARy B
At e s b
o g vy ‘iig"“)’v«'::&;?“.,.\;,). g " ey
C SRR 7.2&3:». R

L

i
o
A

5

o

ERIC

Aruitex: provided by Eric





