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LETTER OF TRANSM [TTAL.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
‘Bureau ofF EptcaTioy,
Washington, October 8, 1913.
Sme: IHere and there in all of the States ure to be found county,
township, and district superintendents of schools who have hit upen
some plan of huproving the schools under their supervision by means’
of better pdministration, improved courses of study, and better moth-
ods of teachings better buildings and grounds, a closer cooperation
of homo and school, or otherwise.  For lack of means of publication,
however, the good plans of a county in one State remain unknown
to school oflicials and teachers in other States, and  frequently
to those of other counties in the sume State. To discover and make
known these plans, the methods of their application and their results,
to all rural-school oflicers in all the States is one of the means by
which this bureat enn render gglunble service to the cause of rural -
cducation. '
The manuseript transanitted herewith ishwade up largely of extracts
from and summaries of letters reccived reeently from rural-school
officers in response to my request that they write me in full detail an
accurate report of any work out of the regular routine done in their
schools within the last year or two which they thought to be of suf-
ficient value to make it desirable that it should be made known to
others. ' A a
I recommend that the manuscript be published as o bulletin of the
Burcau of Edueation for distributien to Btate, county, township, and
district superintendents, county and district school boards, and
county associntions of teachers.
Respeetfully submitted.

a

. : P. P. CLaxTON,
: Commissionr,
To tho SECHETARY OF THE INTERIOR. ' .
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. IMPORTANT FEATURES IN RURAL-SEHOOL IMPROVEMERT.

C\ompiled from special /reports of rural superintendents to the Bureau of
Education.

-
INTRODUCTION,

.Toward the close of the school year 1912-13 the United States
“Commissioner of Education sent a letter to all school superintendents
who havd rural schools under their supervision, asking them to report
to the Bureau of Education anything of unusual or spegial value that
]Nltj‘/bﬂ‘-ll done in the schools during the past year or two. These
superintendents were asked also to report any special methods which
‘they had found successful in lmplmmg the efficiency of their rural 1

These letters yere sent to the ¢ ounty qupormtondonts to the union
district superintendents in New England, the township superintend-
ents in Ohio, and the district superintendents in New York.  Approx:
imately 3,500 letters were sent out, nearly one-half of which were
answeied.  Many of the letters briefly enumerated a.number of

oceurrences of local intmﬁt’:‘m v as an increase in the length of the

school term, a bond issue 1 new school building, or the introduc-
tion of a printed course of gtudy. Others gave fairly comnplpte
accounts of one or two things of general value to those interested in
rural education. ~ From the great number of answers received there
have 8een collected for publication in this bulletin such selections as *
seom fo contain suggostions of special value to other superintondents,’
Many letters contain a statement of plans which are just being put
into Operation or which will be put into operation during the coming
year. Theso aro noj ingluded.

The reports are grouped broadly under the following topics: Admin-
istration and supervision; instruction; improwement of grounds and
buillings; socializing theschools; and miscellancous. Several letters
containing reports on more than one subject.are included in full.

A study of the letters from which these abstracts are taken reveals
lmprovemént éverywhero in the schools for country children. ‘There
is a feeling that the country child will be best educated for w atever
hfe he may lead whether in tho cxty or.in &he country, if tsught in>
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8 FEATURES IN RURAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT.
v

terms of country life. The movement for the closer and more effectiveo
cooperationof school and homeis nation-wide. Parent-teacher organ-
izations arq common in all States. Country schoolhouscs are used to
some ‘extent as civie and social centers in all States in the Union.
Practical subjects, sugly as agriculture, cooking, sewing, manual
training, etc., add vitality and interest to the courses of study.
~ Contests and club activities are coming inte general uso as a means

of encouraging children to do their best work. ' |

No speciat feature of the improved rural-school work is confined to N
any one State or section. Reports from. various superintendents
show the Babcock milk tester to be used in schools of Wisconsin,
Vermont, South Caroling, California, and many other States. Boys’
and girls’ agricultural clubs are found in almost, every State in the
Union.  School fairs, as separate iustitutions or as departments in °
the agricultural fairs, are gencral throughout the eountry. Oregon .
and Missouri report plans extensively used of giving credit at school
for industrial work dene at homo; reports of similar work come from
superintendents in probably once-half the States in the Union. Tho
“home-project’ methéd of teaching agriculture used in Massachu-
setis is also used in Louisiana, Wisconsin, and other States,

AD MINI.S"I‘RATION AND SUPERVISION,

. Berks, County, Pa. E. M. Rapp, superintendent, Reading.—~Tho N
slogans of our county have_been for years “Stay on the farm,” and
“*The-country school of to-day for the- country lifo of to-morrow.”
Tho result in the schools has been farm arithmetie, farm geography,
elementary textbooks in agriculture, and a demand for the enrich- ,
ment of the course of study for country children, that country chil- b
dren be taught in termsof their own lives. Realizing that whatever
.1t is op paper, the course of study is largely the teacher, and that
enrichment of the course myst come principally through enrichment
of the teacler, we have'labored most for better-trained teachers in our
schools. ' : :
Of the 550 teachers in Berks, 95 per cent hm"]md some training A e
in State normal schools, while as many as 350 are graduates. Of ‘tho
remaining 200 teachers, 140 are holders of State and county perma-
‘nent certificates, 25 dro college gradgates, and a score Jro holders of
the provisional grade—the lowest grfide certificate. Fot the last two
yoars applicants for this lowest grade certificate yero supposed to
have at least, four years of high-school training, supplemented by o
yedr’s professional training at o State normal school. Three hundred .
- of the teachers are men, and 90,per cent of all the toachers, both men -
- and’ women, are country bred. The average salary is $52.50 a
" ‘month, almost double that of 15 years ago. .. 4
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ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION. .9

Tho following movements have also heen very potent factors in -

redirecting education in the county: ]

1. Our boys’ and girls’ clubs for Iome industrinl work, =with 1,500
members, organized seven years ago, greatly vitalize ull school wiork
and afford opportunities for vorrelating drawing, Innguage, arithmetic,
composition work, and geography with concrete industrial work.

2. Our country teachers’ association, in which all of the 350 teachers®.

of one-rvom schools in the county are enrolled, meets once a year at
Reading to discuss rural sthool problemns and to listen to good speeches
on the country-life movement.

3. A country-life bookshelf of 50 volumes has been established in
tho office of the county supgerintendent and opened free to every
tencher and“farmer in the cotinty. These books are influencing the
institutional hife of the open -country for a better rurl civilization.
A complete eatulogue of the books is printed and forwarded to anyone
desiring the same. The following are o few representative titles:
The Country Life Movement, L. I1. Bailey; The Rural Life Problem
of tho United States, l[omcc Plunkett; Rural Wealth and Welfare,
George T, Fairchild; The American Rural School, Harold W. Foght;
Farm Boysiand Girls, William AL MeKeever; Freckles, Gene Stratton
Porter; The Satisfaction of Country Life, James Robertson.

4. Copies of the United States sml survey report and map of Berks
County have.been placed in each school.  Teachers required to
teach the salicut features of the report m connection -with local
geczraphy in the eighth grade, examination in that grade beimmbased
largely on the report.

5. In May of each yearpn annual field day of play picnic fol*country
school children is held on the grounds of the Kutztown Normal School.
Singing contoests, well-directed gapies, truck and field cvents, and
contests 4n oratory and in declamations make the day one of groat
pleasure to the children and their parents. Since the inauguration
of this movement, the $lay activities of almost every rural school
have been stimulated, the repertoire of games of the childeen hgs
Lonqldo-uhly mcreuscd, and playground apparatus has been installed
in many school plats and farm hemes.

6. The plan of standardizing one-room schools was maugumted
éovorg.l years ago, and has provod most effective.in placing our rural
schools .on’ & higher plane. The first year four -schools received
diplomns. The second ycar the number increased to 41, and the
third year 150 measured up to thestandurd and becamo *‘ accredited.”
Nearly every one of the 350 qchools made an effort to qualify in some
of the specified conditions in order eventually to reach tho desired
goal. Several apphcatlons were refused on ac8ount of inefficient

teachmg A '

\|




10 FEATURES IN RUBAL SGHOOL IMPROVEMENT, '

7. The civi¢c league of Reading has established travelisg art ex-
hibits for one-room country schools, modeled and planned somewhat
after the Turnéer fred\traveling art exhibit. . Each exhibit contains a
dozen carefully selectéd pictures, mounted on cardboard, peculiarly
adapted to one-room schools, and accompanied by books'and leaflets
on picture studies for the teacher. The child thus becomes familiar
with a dozen good pictures a-year. Since the inauguration of this
movement, there are'no longer found on the walls of our'schoolrooms
adventising cards, chromos, faded prints of authors, and tlsaue.pupor
flowers. < * o

8. A monthly bulletin, which is a clearmg house of information on
all school activities within the county, is pubhslmd and sent free to
every teacher, director, and interested patron in the county.

9. Through the organization of school and heme associutions the
schools of the county arerapidly becoming social centers.

Walla Walla County, Wash. Mrs. Josephiné C. Preston, formerly
county superintendent, now State superintendent of pubdlic instruc-
tion.—In 1909 Walla Walla County was divided into 10 groups or |
districts. The number was aftorwards increased to 12. The divi-
sions were not arbitrary, but were changed from time to time, when-
ever it was thought that a change would better accommodate peoplo
living nelr a selected center. They were arranged as nearly as possi-
ble with one of the larger schools near the center of each.

By means of a series of contests in spelling and declamations a

coranfunity center movement at these central schools was begun. A
!" general mooting of all the patrons and of those interested in schools

was called at the most convenient gathering point of the division.

In sonie of the centers it was found necessary to use a neighboring

church building on account df the larger audience room afforded.

Lator contests in sewing and in domestic science for the girls and in

manual training for the boys were added. In addition to these

fedtures, well-organized lecture courses were provided for the centers.
The pnncxpn.l of the graded school chosen as a center had charge
of the contests in the division, formulatmg plans under the direction
of the county supenntendont and arranging for the meetings and
exhibits. The teachers in the surrounding districts in the division
followed the direction and*advice of this eentral school pnnmpal with
the result that this principal became in effect, a supervising teacher
a for the entire division. .
+ * From Walla Walla County this community center moyement has
spread rapidly to other oounues of the State, until now there are at
least 200. ’
Z These comxiiﬁﬁity gatherings are consolidating community interests
to such an extent that community spirit will demand the consolida-
~ tion of the local schools for both social and economw re'asons. In

v m— S




ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION, . 11

~

each division there is developing a good rural high school, which has
the interest and support, so vital to the success of any rural high
school, of the teachers and patrons of the small surrounding schools.

A further advantage is that the rural schools of the division are
provided with some degree of supervision, at practically no expense
beyond the salary paid to the principal of the central school. This
whole movement can not fail to make community life more worth
while and to build up schools in. terms of rural life with all the advan-
( tages.of an urban community. ’

Bor Elder County, Utah. D. C. Jensen, superintendent, Brigham
City.-—~Wo have but one large town in the county, Brigham City
(population about 4,000), so' that our 35 schools outside of Brigham

. City can properly be classed as village and rural schools. The county
was consolidated into one district in 1907 and is now under the diroc-
iion of a county board of education of five members, elected from the
five divisions of the consolidated district.

1. The supervising force of Box Elder County consists of the
county superintendent, a primary supervisor, and supervisors of
musie, art, and sewing, and nature study and agriculture. " These
people spend all of their time during the school year in supervision.

-.The qupermtondont is engaged for the entire year. So also is the
sup(\ruaor of nature study and agriculture, who spends his summer
months in the ficld with the various agricultural clubs.

2. The following clubs have beon organized: J otato clubs, tomato
clubs, beet clubs, and gencral agricultural associations, including -
poultry, dairying, home. gardening, etc. These are all under the
direction of the supervisor of nature study and agricubture, who is

, kept.in touch with the work through pbtrsonal visits and frequent
correspondence during the entire year. Cash prizes aggregating $550
aro offered this season as an incentive for large.numbers to enter upon
this work in a scientific competition for shporiorit\ as practical farm-,
ors. These prizes are offered by the various factories mtomsted in’
tho'crops grown by the clubs. ‘
. 3. In place of agncultum for girlsin the seventh and eighth grades,
wo have been giving sewmg in some -schools. Thig has proved so
s&nsfuctory that weshall give it in all schools next year. The work
is under the direction of the art and sewing supervisor. While the
girls were intorested in.ggridulture, they are naturally more intergsted
in tho domestic arts work.

4. The past season was the first year wo have had snpermxon in -
art soparate and apart from the _primary supernslon in general. '
The results have been excellent. = ", 3
.~ . 5. In the asmgnment. of teachers we. have kept in mmd having
“ o at'least one toacher in each bmldmg who caii-teach musie. - - .W.;g;?;,'— .'f

» . =~ -
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- 12 FEATURES IN-RURAL- SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT. '

. 6. Through the increased efficiency of schiool work, due largely to
better supervision, we have reached the point when we feel it safo
to eliminate the beginners’ grade. We have mmntamed nine grades
heretofore; hereafter we will complcte the grude work in eight years
of eight months each, at a saving of one year in each child's life and
an annual saving of $10,000 to the county.

7. During the past year we introduced the plan of giving school
credit for home work, with most gratifying results. Never in the
history of our schools has there been such close union and such
perfect cooperation of effopt between home and school as this. move-
ment has called forth,

8. During the past school year the klistrict erected 11 new school
buildings, at a total cost of $205,000, amounting to $44.50 per capita
of school population. Twenty van drivers wero-engaged, eliminating
about that number of small mixed schools, at a saving of many
thousands of dollars and at a gain of efficiency in graded work the
value of which can not be estimated. ,

9. Our high-school work is concentrated in one large school in
Brigham City. Transportation at a maximum of $2 per week is
allowed students from outside of Brigham, thus equalizing the cost
of high-school education throughout the county and at the same
time Sccuring the maximum of efficiency through having our efforts
confined to onc institution.

Lafayette Parish, La: L. J. Alleman, superintendent, Lafayette.—
Beginning with tho year of 1909, the school board of Lafayette
Parish has furnished an automobile to‘he parish superintendent for
visiting schools. Ho is thereby enabled to vistt-riiany more schools
and very much oftener than was pogsible with herse and buggy.

An appropriation has been madé.for the purpose of a stereopticon.
This is to be used principally in a campaign for consolidation of rural
schools, but it will also be loaned to different schbols for illustrated
lectures:

In order to encourago further consolidation of schools the parish
board has adopted regulations providing that one-room_ schools sholl
not be permitted. in the future to teach beyond the fourth-grade, and

-, two-room schools theseventh grade. As wo have strong consolidated
-.- town schools within reach of nearly every child in the parish, it will
be possible for the children from one and two room schools to do ad-
. 'vanced work in one of theso central schools. A minimum monthly
+. attendance of 25 children for a one-room achool and of 50 for a two- .
-~ room school has been fixed by the board. In case any scheol is closed
;.son account of lack of attendance, t.mnsportatlon m the nearest cen-
Fix-dnl echool is to be provided.
* Balary. schedules. liave. besn. adoptod as folloWa. Graduates . from
tho Btato normsl sehogl, }56 per
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crease of $15 for a period of 10 years; graduates of our two indus-
trial institutes, which maintain a short teachers’ course, $50 per
month, with the same incrcase as stated above; hoiders of first-
grade certificates, obtained by State examinations, $45 per month
with the same annual increase; second-grade teacliers, $40 per month
+  with the same increase;. third-grade teachers, $35, no increase.

Consolidated schools are within 5 miles of any section of the par-
ish; between thesc we have one and ‘two room country schools.
The town schools open in September and close in June, while the
coffintry schools open in Novemnber and close in August, so that it is
passible for our children to attend school the year round.

Franklin County, Ky. E. R. Jones, superintendent, Frankfort.—
Prunklm County is divided into 4 educational dwmons, each division
containing approximately 750 pupils, with 9 to 14 subdistrict schools.
Approximately in the center of each educational division we have
located a county high school doing two years’ work.

These central schools are open, not only to students of high-school
grade, but also to seventh and eighth grade pubils of the various sub-
districts freo of tuition.- This class has proved highly successful.
Frequently the board of education, after providing what it consid-
éred ample stable room for the horses of those who would drive to
school, has been compelled to double the capacity. As a result of
the better opportunities offered, and enforcoment of the compulsory-
attendunce law, school attendance in the county has incgeased more
than 25 per cent. : o

The board of education has made the principals of the central high
schools also principals of the gubdistrict schools within the educa-
tion division. These principals are required to visit and supervise
the schools for several weeks prior to the beginning of the high school,. .-
nn(l also to keep in touch with the school work of the division by'hold-

t teachers’ meotings, ctc.
Although the central high schools have onl) two-year courses: of
study, the board has a eentract with the Frankfort Tigh School
. whereby all the pupils who complete tho two-year course inay enter
this school free of tuition and complete the four-year course of
study. Many of the country children are availing theinselves of this
opportunity. '

Randolph District, I'mon, V. II W Lewis, superintendent, Raw
dolph.—An office locnbed in the center of Rnndolph village was
opened January 1 as headquartom fon affairs pertaining to the
country schools embraced in three townships of the Randolph dis- . .

- trict union. In this office the rural-school teachers meot at least. -
once*each term'during the school year.” Here problems pertaining
"to school management and general d.lselplme aro conslder
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14 "FEATURES IN RURAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT.

this office. are distributed all hooks and supplies used in the rural
- districts and here are kopt on file all records and reports received
from the teachérs of the union; also all State rocords, examinatio
papers, etc., that have to do with the rural schools. ‘
Aveading circle has hcen established for teachers of the union.
- Small dues are collected and the proceads used in the purchase of
books on pedagogy and other material useful for teachers. This
office is also used as a miceting place for school directors of the rural
. districts. * Here, upon their own vote, they have agreed to meet at
least once a term with their superintendent for the discussion of all
problems .and questions concerning the welfare of their respective
schools,

Martin, County, Minn. C.J. Timms, superintendent, Fairmont.—
One of the greatest helps to the rural schools of this county has been
.tho appointment of an assistant superintendent. The woman ap-
pointed is an expert primary teacher, college trained. She has
full chargo of the primary work in the county, and issues primary
outlines each month for the guidance of the teachers.

The assistant visits eaeh school in the county at least once during

method of visiting schools. We wuse the best automobile livery
. obtainable, and plan to leave the county seat each school morning.
~when-the roads are good, at 8 o’clock. The driver leaves one of us
at the first school to bo visited and takes the other to the next.
Hgq then returns to the.first school, and when the visit is concluded
moves the supervisor to tho next school. Ie then returns to the
~8ocond school and moves that supervisor to another school. Tn this
manner we are able to visit about cight schools each working day,
at an averago cost of about $1 per school. We are also enabled to
visit each school several times during tho year. )
 Johnston County, N. C. L. T. Royall, superintendent, Smithficld. —
Last summer our board, in conference with the State superintendent
of public instruction and the State rural school supervisor, decided
‘to engage & rural supervisor for Johnston County, whose work would
be, in part, to aid in the general work of supervision, but chiefly to
"attend to the rural schools. The rural supervisor, Miss Kelly, came
in October, and we have doubled our efforts along all lines of work.
. We selected cight schools in the rural districts which we ‘hopad to
_to make into social and educational centers from which the work
_ might spread into tho surrounding communities. Seven of these
_ 8chools are now adding additional rooms or erecting largor buildings.
. At one place two whole districts and a part of another-are consolidated, .
andthe people aro enthusiastic over a new four-room building with
4 n.fmdithjign_: on the second floor that is used for community gather-
- M e ave 3
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ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION. 15

ings of every kind. A large part of the Woney for this building was
ruised by private subscription among the patrons of the school.
Wallowa County, Oreg. J. C. Conley, superintendent, Enterprise.—
The most important thing accomplished for the schools of this county
the past vear has beew to arrango for more complete and closer super-
vision of the rural schools by putting in an assistant supervisor.
Wabash County, Ind. Robert K. Devricks, superintendent, Wabash.—
Our plan of supervision provides for township principals in each
township of the county. These principuls act as assistants to the
county superintendept and are reqmred to teach only about half
their time, the other “half being given to the supervision of the
graded schools in which they teach and of the surrounding country
_schools.  Rural teachers: are visited frequently, and their work is
supervised almost as closely as in graded schools. We have been
doing this for several years, and the results are Very gratifyving.
Harrison County, Miss. J. J. Dawscy, superintendent, Gulfport.—
We have had a rural-school supervisor for the first time in the his-
torv of the State this past session. This supervisor is paid from
private funds raised i in the county,supplemented by funds from the
Southern Education Board. We are working to get a law for threo
to five supervisors in cach county in the State paid from public funds.
Washington County, Tenn. E. 8. Depew, superintendent, Jones-
boro.—A suporvisor of rural elementarv schoois has recently been
employed. His duties are to visit the schools and confer with the
tenchers as to organization, classification, and administration of
schools, and to organize library, improvement, and industrial clubs.
Woodstock Township, Vt. Linwood Taft, superintendent, Woodstock.-—
The employment of specialists in drawing and music who visit the
rural schools every week or two and give lessons in theit subjects, as
well as instruct the teachers in the work to be done between visits -
of the special teacher, has infused more spirit and enthusiasm into
sll the work pf those schools than any other one thing. '
Cumberland and Goochland Counties, Va. C. W. Dickinson, jr.,
. superintendent, Cartersville. —The best thing that hus been done in my
division during the past year was the introduction of a system of -
industrial education for nogroes by means of a special negro super-
visor for each county. The supervisor works 12 months in the year
to improve, through the school, tho social and financial condition of
negroes. This movement is produomg better clothed and better fed
. negro pupils at school, better health conditions at home, and larger
revenue from nogroes for the counties and for the State.
" Harrison County, W. Va. A. P. Morrison, supenntendent Clarks-
burg.—In the county last year we had three distriot supervisors, and -
K hope to haVe four. or ﬁvo this commg year. We ﬁnd th&t dmtnc&
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7 16 FEATURES'IN RURAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT.

supervision is very helpful in many ways. Better teachers may be
secured, and should a weak teacher be hired tho supervisor is a great
help to her.  Young teachers need the holp of o supervisor very often,
and the superintendent in a county having between 350 and 400
teachers ean not do much actual supervision.

Harris County, Ter. L. L. Pugh, superintendent, Houston.—Wo
huvo established the office of primary supervisor in the rural sehools,
She Irfis supervision over the primary grades of the county. Her
duties are to advise with teachers, visit schools, conduct institutes, 1
and hold ‘conferences with teachers. :

Wo have also established in several districts where we have from
500 to 1,500 scholustic population superintendents who have super-
vision and direction over the schools and teachers in the district.

Pointe Coupre Parish, La. Charles I. Trudcau, superintendent, New
Roads.—An expert teacher was employed by the school board to
give his entire time to the organization of industrial clubs ir all of the
schools, to give demoustrations in canning fruits and vegetables, and
to superintend methods émployed by the school children and older
people in planting and cultivating fruit trees and vegetables,  This
work seems to bo revolutionizing industrial wetivities in our country
life. . g

Butler County, Pa. Frank A. McClung, su perintendent.—Xmony
the 10,377 school children of our county we have amany enviable.
records of continuous attendanice.  Certificates wero issued ench
month to those pupils who had not been absent or late during the
.month, and at the end of the term a larger certificato was issed to
thoso who had gone the full term without missing a day or being tardy.

~ - There were nearly 500 pupils with this record in the county. Many T
have gone to school five or six terms, and in several instanees cight
torpis, with a perfect attendanco record. In a few cases the com-
pulsory attendanco law was resorted to. The townships which live
up to the law most closely and show the best record aro thoso having
8 regularly employed attendanco officer, often tho constable of the
township, who takes charge of tho work for the board and is paid a
stated amount for his services. :

Marion County, W. Va. A. L. Thomas, superintendent, Metz— ~
To stimulate better attendanco wo have boen sending to each of our
schools a monthly report, grading them according to their percentago
- of attondanco: Grade A, 95 to 100 per cent; B, 90 to 95 ?ﬂ“ﬂﬁh t, etc,
Both toachers and pupils Were interested in theso roports and made
- special offorts to keep the record of their sghools high. As ‘s means
of helping to better the attendance, wo think it has boon worth while,
Three reports contained the nemes of all the teachers in.the district, ;
“dc¥here. they were teaching, and the number of pupils enrolled. . . | K
= L 2 TR I T o SRR IO Sl G g
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‘Lavaca County, Tex. William Lilers, superintendent, Hallettsville.—
The rural scliools of this county were classified by a county board of
trustees.composed of five members, with the county supfrintendent
as ex officio secrctary. They wero classified as primnary, intermediate,,
and high schools. The Stute course of study prepared by the State
department of education was adopted for use in the county. No
teacher is peymitted to teach more than the first six grades; schools
of seven and elght grades are required to employ two teachers; if the
attendance is above 100 pupils, they must employ three or more
teachers.  Distriets having a large census enrollment and employing
only ono teacher are limited to five grades; children above that grade
are transferred to another district that has a school with higher
erades.  This classification has caused th > trustees of four districts
to build additions to their schoolhauses and add another teacher.

Caroline” County, Md. [F. M. Noble, superintendent, Denton.—
School extension work has been organized. The ¢bunty is divided
into three sections —northern, central, and southern—each of which
has an agricultural high school. Lanterns and slides are provided
for the use of the agricultural and home-economics teachers in these
various groups, so that they may visit just as many of the rural schools
as possible, and show views contrasting the best and poorest agri-
cultural conditions in the country.  We {ind that our people are gen-
erally more interested in local views than distant ones.  Some out-
side views are shown to broaden the scope of the talk.

Kane County, Hl. FEdward A. Ellis, superintendent, Geneva.—An
important movement in our county has been the organization' of the
Kane County school officers’ association. This association is open
to all school oflicers of Kahe County, but the larger per cent of the

" active members have come from the rural and village schools. This
past year, however, a’humber of the city members of boards of edu-
eation attended the meeting and took some part Th the program.
This organization has been very helpful in gaining an added interest
in schoel matters throughout the county, and particularly in obtain- .
ing improvements in the physical conditions of the school system.

Plainville Township, Conn. Lewis S. Mils, superintendent.—Dur-
ing the past year we have selected one school in each town, a school
centrally located, and made a ‘‘model school” of it. We mado o
very caroful selection of our teacher, paid her somewhat higher wages,
gavo her special supervision, and thus demonstrated what the rural
school under ordinary conditions could become. We then required
cach of the other teachers in the town to spend'a few hours in this
school, cither observing and making notes:or observing and later
taking a class under the direction of the maodel teacher.

54H98°—14——3
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"In t?iis way the teaching in all the schools was improved. The
town could not afford to give all teachers higher pay, so this method
was devised to mdke as gréat improvement as possible.

o INSTRUCTION, ’

[

York County, Nebr. Alice Florer, superintendent, York.—Special 9
efforts have been given to reading.  Three years ago the reading con-
test was organized in York County, and formed the foundation upon

which our improvement in reading is,based. Each vear the pupils 1
have shown distinet signs of progress, but this year the improvement,
- was more notable than ever heforo. -

Our plan for these contests is as follows: At the heginning of each
year the teachers understand that there is to be a reading contest
in the spring, and it is their duty to give special attention to the sub-
ject inreach division. Each teacheris given the list of 15 sclections, -
-to be taken from the proper reader.  While she is supposed to work
on any selection in the book, as she chooses, the selections for the
contest will be chosen from these 15 About Mareh 1 the pupils of
each school enter into a district contest.  The fifth and sixth grades
compete and the seventh and eighth grades compete among sheir
own membery, respectively.  The contestants dre graded as follows:
Posture 10, articulation 25, pronuncistion 15, expression 5.

Each teacher chooses three judges who are disinterestod persons.,
Three or four weeks following the district contest we hold a township
contest, when the winners from each school district in the township
mect to contest for the township honors. '

The township manager, who is appointed by the county superin-

"y tendent, socures judges as in the district 'conto§t, and the contestants 1
are graded on tho samo poiuts. In the contests the pupil does not
know in advanco what selection he is going to read other than that
it will be one of the 15 sent out at the beginning of the year. On the
same dato as the township contests in the rural schools the town
schools hold their contests. .

The winners from the-town and township contests are the delegates
to the county contest, which has been held the past three years in
connection with the county teachers’ institute. This yeur we' had

inall50 contestants in the threo divisions—high school, gramwmar, and

| intermediate. Their reading was so good that it was difficult for the
judges to make theéir decisio®, and this fact indicates that good
readers are quite numerous throughout the county. Over 40 counics
of Nebraska have adopted the ‘“York County plan,” and we fecl it is
. benefiting a. great many young people. Reading is never slightod
- where_the contests-are held, for it is regarded\las a disgrace to a
{

él';:!\xpol‘ to“have poor readers.
- =
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This year we instituted the old-fashioned spelling school, and it has
worked well. The plan is almost the same as that of the reading
contest.  The differenco is this: During the year each school chal-
lenges all the schools around it to a spelling match.  These spelling
matehes are held every woek or two.  After the schools have been
studying spelling and engaging in matches for about six moriths,
cach distriet has a contest, and tie winners aresdelegates to the town-
\lup eontest.  Those sueeessful then take part in the connty contest
lield later. . 0 = -

The result is twofold. Tt institutes a social center in eech ‘school
distriet, for most of the parents attend every challenge spelling con-
test, and frequently the schouls hold what are catled “community
contests,” in which parents, pupils, andlall others engage in friendly
rvalry in spelling.  These contests create more real cnthusiadm and
interest among patrons than anything we have had previously.
Parents frequently tell me they are pleased with the contests, and
that they are benefiting both pupils and schools.

For the past five vears we have done work in domestic science and
art, maunual training, agriculture, ete. At onr last cighth grade
commencerment, June d, 1913, many of the girls who rec eived diplomas
had made every article of dut-hmg they,wore. Some-had hand-
“embrotdered dresses, trimmed in hand-made laces,” made by them-
selves, and nowhere could you have found girls more neatly dressed.

Work is outlined and sent out from this oflice to cach school. I
includes an-urticle to be made each week in-baking or cooking, and
oné garment each month for the girls to be sewed und woodwork for
the boys.  The boys are required to muke one article each month
in order to got the credit offered, and also to plant an acre of corn or

“one eighth of an acre of potatoes, or both. The girls are allowed to
plant aml take care of a plat of tomatoes 2 rods square, and many
of them did so, although it was not necessary for credits. The
credits were 10 per cent to bo added to tho lowest passing subject
in the cighth-grade county examination, if the entire course as out-
hned was completed. .

McCooke County, S. Dak. C. A. Kaech, superintendent, Salem.—
Becauso of the fact that spelling has been so badly neglected in our
schools we have each year conducted a county spelling contest. The
first year wo ‘encouraged local contests, and askod each school to
send one contestant to the county contest at the county seat. .Ie,
offered a gold medal for first prize and a silver one for second. This
contest was a success, but only about 30 pupils came to the count.y
contest. The spelling was from a list of common words, sclected
and sent to the teachers during the year.

“ The past year we changed the_ rules of the oonwst. as (ollows'
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: RULES.

1. The county superintendent is to wend out 4,000 words, in lists of 200, to the
teachers,

2. Pupila to spell these worda on paper. using pen and ink.

3. Teacher to correct the list and send to the county superintendent.

4. After the entire list is spelled (hedrades are averaged, and all obtaining an
average of 95 per cent or above are granted a diploma and excused from taking the
final examination in apelling. if a member of the cighth grade: all those making an
average of from 874 to 95 per cent aro issucd a certificate. and i they are niembera of
the seventh grade, or aome grade below that, they are excused Trom taking the final
examination in that subject. . 2

.

This contest was ‘very successful last year.  Three hundred pupils
took part and sent in their lists of ‘words; 239 diplomas and 20 certi-
ficntes were issued. ’

Another contest of much interest to us is the anuual declamation
contest for the cightlt grade.  These pupils prepare declamations or
orations, not original, and speak them at district contests.  The best
speakems are selected to take part in a general county contest, at
which medals are offered. To induce pupils to participate in the con-
test, wo permit them to pass the final examination on a
than would othefwise be requir®eh.

Wohave our county divided into five diStricts, corpésponding to the
number of principal towns.  The rural and town plipils are required
to compete &th each other. Asa rule, the rural’school pupils earry
ofl_their share of honors.  This year they won a total of 18 points
out of a possible 10.  The people show a great deal of interest in thoso

Wer average

contests, and we are never ablo to geta hall large enough to acecmmo-
N . »

dato all the crowed.
Logan County, Il. D. F. Nichols, superintendent, Lincoln.—Tho

intorest of the pupils in school work is held lurgely through thd exami-

nations, pupils’ reading circle, spelling matches, writing contests,
perfeet nttendanco certificates, and the county commencomont,
Monthly examinations are held. I every school. Wo havo a yni-
form series of toxtbooks and a county manual in which monthly
assignmonts aro made. This manual correlates the textbooks and
tho Stato course of study. At tho end of the yoear central and final
oxaminations aro held for tho sovonth and cighth grades, and what
is known as comploto oxaminations for tho ninth and tonth grades.
It may be well to sdy here that the ninth and tonth yoar work is
offcred in overy rural and village school in Logen County. Pupils

 who complete this courso aro given two yoars’ crodit in ‘all aceredited

high schools. Thus a two-ycar high-school course is brought to-the
doors of overy child in this county. Our fifth annual county com-

'mencement for tenth-grado graduatos was held in June, making a

_total of 300 graduates in the past fivo yoars. Wo had over 600 pupils
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in the final examinations for tho four grades named this year. The
commencement is held in Lincoln, and the attendance exceeds 1,000.
I-believe the scholarship of the teachers is better than it is in those
countics not having ninth and tenth grades in the rural schools.  With
us the tenth year ropresents the minimum qualifieation with overy
teacher.  In order that the daily program may be protected from
congestion we climinate the least important studies and ultmfna.w
wherever possible. :
: There is keen rivalry on the part of teachers and pupils to gvt on the
r honor list in all the copnty examinations.  We publish the nanes of
those making the higliest 10 averages in cach grade, with the names of |
their teachers,  TInstead of interest lagging at the close of the year,
it is at its highest pitch.  The two-pupils making the highest and
second highest averages in the tenth grade give tho valedictory and
salutatory orutions in the county commencement exereises.
Cherokee County, Towa.  Miss Kathrine R. Logan, superintendent.—
11 cach township of Cherokee County there are speeinl schools for
farmer boys. held for about four months during'the winter.  They are
owned and managed by the township and form a purt of the regular
school systom. These schools open lnte in November, when tho fall
work ends on the farm and ¢loso carly in March, when spring work
begins.  In cech school the teacher is a man, generally from tho
Towa. State Agricultural College.  When tho scuools were organized
the hovs were taken into the confidance of teacher and superintendont
and made to feel that they were really un important part in the
administiation of the school. They were asked to help decido on the”
course of study of the school, and their contributions wero well worth
whilo in arranging a program which included arithmetic, algobra,
agriculture, husiness correspondence, civil government, commorcial
/  law, lyceum work, manual training, musie, puriamentary drill, publie
speaking, penmanship, and political scieneo.
- Theso schools are not oxpensive, The term is short, and ine
ponsive buildings were ereeted on the samo lots with regular schoog
, . With a student body made up of boys from 15 te 20 yeurs old, thore
is no problem of trmisportation,  For farmer boys who have finished ©
& tho common schools and who have ne time to attend tho regular high
schools thess township special schools furnish practical rural-life
t-mi:ﬁng at tho most fuvorablo time of their Lives.  * -

" Ayer, Shirley, West Boylston, and Boylston, Mass. F. C. Johnson,
superintendent, Ayer.—In Ayer I have had for threo ycars a spocial
room to which the brighter children” from grade 2 aro promoted
and remain for two years, doing in that timo tho work of three

., grades. - In this samoe room I put a slow group of children from grades
4 and 5, as tho numbom of our, clu.sses demand, and am thus enabled -,
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. to-get theso pupils up with their gradae or, if this is impossible, to got
them thoroughly grounded, so that thoy arc ready forwork in a
lower grade., T find that many of this class of pupils need this
thorough review in ono or more fundanmentals in which they hava
failed to keep up. through handicaps of sickngss and absence,

"I find that about one-fifth of the pupils at the end of their sseond
year aro able to do the work of the next three grades in two years, )
allow no carowding or overwork,

Mason’ Coﬂnty, . Fannie Spaits Merwin, Supcrintendent, fdla-
vana.— The best. thing done for rural schools during this venr was the
adoption of a county course of study based on the uniform county
texts. A monthly periodical whs issued from the superintendent's

ice, giving dotailed instruction as to the particular portion of cuell
month'’s sfudy.  Review questions nunbering from 25 to 75 on-each
branch were’sent out twice during the vear, u mimeograph copy of
typed questions going to each séventh and cighth grade pupit in the
countys Fully 90-per cent of sehools, both rural und tews, used this
system, .

Monroe County. N. Y. W. W. Rayfield, district superintendent,
Webster.——Especial progress has hoen nado along the line of rapid

- mental drill in number work,  Contests throughout the grades of
tho difforent schools have been carried on and a record kept of indi-
vidual progrees: A socond-grade pupil during my inspection mve’
the 45 combinations in addition in 35 seconds.  Thix was shont two
months after school oponad in the fall. -

Mlton Township, Ohio.  C. S. Clouse, superintendent, Rittman.
Wa have our work outlinod in the rural schools jusi us we do in the
villago. At tho beginning of cach semestor we divida the work into
as 1any parts as thero are weeks in that period.” This is uniform
over the township. Each teacher reports whoere ho"is working nt
the ond of each thontl.  In (his way wo keop the teachers all working
at tho samo thing at the same time.  Many good things have result
from this. '

We havo an annual oxhibit of school work each spring.  This has )
added much interost to the accuracy and genoral character of the
school work. . We have an annual spelling contest, at which time
four pennants are given to the best schools, and theso are kept up in
the schools until the next year. “This provés quite a stimulus to
making good spollera. :

Dartmouth Townskip, Mass. Albert S. Cole, superintendent, North

.~ Dartmouth.—During tho past two years superintendont and toachers

-“have been giving considerable attention to comsorvation of the

;ﬁ-;.v.@qchér’s_ time"in ‘mixed schools of several grades through a study

?pmgmmmakmg This has been mainly accomplished through

- > ~
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the reduction of the number of recitations, by the union of classes,
or grades in corwain subjects.  For examplo, in geography grade 7
would ordinarily stady South dmorica and Evrope and grado 8 Asia,
Afrien, Australia, ote,  Wo find that these two ¢lasses aro cusily put
togother, taking sovonth-grade work one yoar and cighth-grado
work the next, and so on aliernataly,  The same iden-has boen
applied to various other sidies, ©

From 30 to 35 copies each of n large selectione of roading hooks
are l\(\p( i the centrul office. A list of theso books is given to
euch teacher, and a class supply of any book is loaned to any school
upon regnost, being delivered to ber sehoul by the superintendent at
his noxt visit.  As soon as the books have bemn read, they are ro-
furnog and are ready for somo ono olso to use. By this plaren small
expanditurs of time and money nml\(Q available (o every rural
school a lkgo range of reading matter.

Uirhridge and Douglas Townships, Mass.  Charles M. Perendll. su per-

Cintendent.——Our groatast>effort tho past year was givon to bringing

dnlmquonts up to grade, so thut neno might fail of promotion.
Nuovcessarily tho teachers did much lmﬁ\ﬂduu\ work wlth the delin-
quents.  Periods were set apart for this work at every session of the

sehool.  Wo hava found that this work pays. Many of our luggurds

wore bronght up to grade.  Almost without excoption such childron
aftorwards kopt up with their classes,

Warren. Township, Mass. Albert J.  Chidester, superintendent,
Warren.—In no one of my towns are the books in the publiv libraries
graded, amd in only one is thero anything to indicate whether a book
is intended for juvenile or ‘ult lm the two libraries wholly
unclassified I have propared lists of graded books.  In Warren wo
havae a town library of about 12,000 volumes that has boon very
Tittlo usod by school children. 1 propnrv(l a list of 450 books suitable
for tho various grades. "‘Ono-half of our population is at Wost
Warron, 3 miles distant. ‘There is no branch library, so thoe teachers
undertook to got the books to tho pupils. During 5 months the
circulation of ‘books in that part of the town has boen more than any
othor pmvlmm 12 months. In Wales the result has bden tho same.
Where searcoly 20 poople formerly used the library, now, with a
graded list of books, many children aro using it intelligently and aro
acquiring a taste for roading.

Brown County, 8. Dak. M. M Guhin, superintendcnt, Aber-
deen.—The most important work we have undertaken this year has
been tho establishment of the county supplumontary reading library.

" Wo have now about 800 supplomentary readers for the grodes from

.1 to 8, whiclf"wo send out to*bo usedyby rural and village classes, on .
roquost, of the feacher. - There is no charge for tho use of the books,
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and the county pays transportation one way, the teacher or class
the return transportation. -The funds for this library were secured
by charging a small admission fee at the eighth-grade declamatory
contests held in several places’ throughout lSm county and through
a donation from the Aberdeen commercial club. We hops to see
the library grow to about 1,500 books this year. :

 Henry County, Ga.* 0. 0. Tolleson, superintendent, Mc Donough.—
The board of education of Henry County, Ga., offéred an amount
of money up to $25 to duplicate an cqual sum raised by any school.
The whole was to be expended for library purposes upon the follow-
ing conditions: The committee to select the books and to formulate
rules governing the use of the library was composed of one member
.selected by, the school and one by the board. These two might
select a third if necessary. DBooks must be properly housed. Whero
separate library room was not provided, bookcases were purchased
o' out of the library fund., The school must give bond to the board of
education to insure the preseryation of the books and the preper
observance of tho library rules. Five to three hundred and fifty
dollars was raised by each of the various schools, so that now only
4 out of 32 schools have no library. - . 0y
District, No. 1, Montgomery County, N. Y. N. Berton Alter, Nel-
liston.—A ‘‘literary diploma” is issued to each child in this super-
visory district who complics with the following conditions: (1) Reads
10- books during the school year (those mentioned by syllabus pre-
ferred); (2) commits tho six poems required for the English work of
his grade; (3) writes a letter to the district superintendent describ-
ing his favorite book.
Wilkes County, N. C. C. C. Wright, superintendent, Hunting
" Creek.—We havo established 26 supplementary. libraries in the’
county this year, with approximately 1,100 volumes of good cloth-
bound -books. We have established no -original lLibraries, for the
reason that 2ach district already has one. ,
Ionig County, Mich. Harvey H. Lowrey, county commissioner,
Ionia.—For seven ‘years we have had the county eighth-grade pupils
" come to the county seat for their diplomas, and it has had a whole-
| “some effect. It is one of the things which has helped to increasc-
the interest in completing the riral-school course, so that this year
| more than one-half of the membership of the 11 Righ schoals in this
. county were rural nonresidents, :
.- . Jackson County, Minn. J. B. Arp, Jackson.—We graduate from 100
.- to 150 pupils from the eighth grade of our rural schools annually
- and hold central graduation exercises in May. Over 1,000 people
5\ Attend these exercises from all over the county, and about 250 rurgl-
school officers come_together on' the:same day for a coriference on
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better schools. We also held a boys’ 1-acre corn contest the past year
and gave o $45 corn planter for fifst premium to the boy obtaining

the best yield, and a list of other premiums arounting to $50. For -

this contest we have nearly 100 contestants; and, besides this, we
have in connection with our county fair all sorts of premiums for

agricultural products and manual-training exitibits as well as school ..

work of all kinds, making a total of over $200 in premiums.

Martin County, Minn. C.J. Timms, superintendent, Fairmont.—
We have started an educational museum for the schools of the
county. The exhibits were obtained from various manufacturers,
railroad companies, and steamship lines. These we lend to schools
for use in geography and other lessons. We also have on hand s
complete file of the various Bulletins published by the United States
Department of Agriculture, and the varous agricultural colleges.
These have been carefully catalogued and are lent to teachers, schools,
and farmers. We also keep on hand a complete exbibit of work done
by pupils in the country schools. This we find of great help in
inspiring others. ‘ '

Woodford County, II. Roy L. Moore, superintendent, Eurcka.—In
District No. 73, Woodford County, a new and very satisfactory
plan for teaching domestic science in the rural schools has been fo’
lowed. Permission was secured by two competent women of the
neighborhood to use the schoolhouse from May 1 to September 1.
The directors were asked to purchase some planed boards to lay
across the desks for cutting table. The classes were open to girls
from the three districts adjoining. There was no charge connected
with the wark, but ecach girl was expected to bring a tapeline, scis-
SOIS, thimr, pins, necedles, notebook, pencil, and materisl for a
dress. The ages of the girls ranged from 12 to 19 years.

. Pupils were taught the tailor system of measurements. During
the summer 33 dresses wore worked upon. Various grades of cot-
ton goods were studied. The raw cotton was taken up also, ex-

. ‘ . - . .
amined, and its uses were discussed. Besides the dresses, various -

other garments were made. )

Aside from this, much practical work was done in giving instruc-
tion concorning washing and laundry work, the various kinds -of
soaps, and recipes for homemade sosp. Twenty-one girls were
enrolled in the class. The directors in one of the adjoining districts

.have asked that the work be given in their district next year..

Tippecanoe County, Ind.  Brainard Hooker, superintendent, La Fay-

ette.—The work in manual training and in sewing was extended to .
five additional schools. The employment of a skilléd supervisor in . -
‘woodwork for four of these schools is'a new feature for this county,
Throo other schools

(22 o
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employed a supervisor of art and sewing. This was also highly
satisfactory, and considerable improvement is seen in the other work °
of these grades. - _
Elementary agriculture was introduced in the grades of all schools
of the county last yoar. The county supcrintendent attended the
summer school at Purdue University and spent tho five wocks in the -
courso given by the State College of Agriculture studying agriculture
and methods™n the teaching of agriculture. Foeling cortain that
many of the practical lessons of agriculturo can be taught by women
as well as by men, the county superintendent convinced his county
board of education that the mere fact of tho majority of toachers in
the county being women was not to be taken as evidenco that ole-
mentary agriculture could not be taught in all tho schools. The
previous objections of the board were waived and a unanimous vote
cast favoring the scheme planned by their superintendent.
A series of circulars was propared covering the following subjects:
Thoe apple tree study and arbor day, corn and weed seed, the chicken,
horse judging, cattle judging, secd-corn testing, the home-school
garden, and club work. Children of tho fourth, fifth, and sixth
grades were given packages of flower and garden seeds and askod to
plant and cultivate homo gardens during their vacation, and to
roport to the teacher in September. They were promised credit for
the term examinations in elementary agriculture for 191314 if their"
work was satisfactory. )
Children of the seventh to the twolfth grades wero invited to join
-ono of the clubs organized in the county—a corn club for boys, a
gardening and canning club for girls, and a poultry club for boys and,
girls. These clubs follow the rules laid down: by Purdue University.
There are 41 membors of the corn club, 19 of tho gardening and can-
ning club, and 52 of the poultry club. In the effort to organize theso
clubs the county superintendent took with him to the consolidated
schools an extension worker from the poultry department of Purduo
University who lectured to the children on poultrd raising, gavo
demonstrations of how to preparo poultry for the frying pan and tho
oven, conducted egg-tosting demonstrations, made a study of the
-egg, and of tho anatomy of tho chickep. Eleven schools wero .
visited, and the children in every school but one showod marked
interest. ‘

" Gunnisin County, Colo. Sara B. Easterly, superintendent, Gunni- .

. " sof—A year or so ago some work was done in tho county in ole-

.. mentary agriculture. Rural boys studied hay and cattle foed raised

- here in relation to beef products (the principal production of this

B, county). Several schools did some . manual-training work in the-

“iway ;%f'maki.ng necessary fittings for the schoolroom. One or two

|~ Yeachars id ‘very s ocgfsf?‘!\,\?;@;l‘; }m&sewmg .One teacher, whoss
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boys wanted to sew, put them to making canvas carpenter. aprons
and taught them to sew on buttons and mend ordinary rents.

One teachor, who was a chafing-dish expert, took her dish to school
and added appotizing bits to her own and the pupils’ cold lunches.
Sh~ took up the simple eloments of cooking with her pupils in this’

“way. Another school took care of the school lunches one winter in
this manner: Each family sont some one article, such as the bread,
the meat, or the milk, on one day, while other fumilie# each brought
a special thing. The teacher and the-larger girls cooked these things
on a common stove and served a warm meal to all prosept. The
mothers wero ploased with this idea, as they said they found it easier
to put up a few potatoos, a can of milk, or a loaf or two of bread
each day than a whole lunch for five or six children. Each day the
menu for the fpllowing day was planned and cach family du(wt,od '
what to bring. -

Jefferson County, Pa. L. Mayne Jones, superintendent, Brook-
ville—1In two of the country schools an experimoent was made in
attempting to give the advanced pupils construction work in wood,
sowing, and basketry. While the amount of work dene was not
extensive, the”oxperiment was 8 suceess. This work gave some
valuable training and discipline, but tho greatest benefit was the
increased intorest and cnthusiasm and the cfficiency thus brought
to all the work of tho schools.

The oxponmonts conducted last year indicate that industrial work
is foasiblo in tho rural school, and also that it has a goeneral as well
as special value. They alsd show that any teacher who is interested -
and willing to study and work on this problem can succeod. One of
the teachers who did this work last year had absolutely no training -
for it, and tho other had only a fow lessons in weodwork.

These Wachoggare planning to have ladies from-the patrons’ asso-
ciation come t();wl on Friday afternoons and give iostruction in
sewing. I beliove this will open up a valuable field of labor for the
rural school.

Chester Township, Ohio. Harley Il. Smith, superintendent, New
Burlington.—During tlie past school yoar wo did some good work in
cooking and sewing. Our equipment for cooking, in the high school
as well as in tho grade schools, consists of a coal-oil stove, a few tables,
and cooking utensils, all of which were donated by parents at a
“‘kitchen shower.” The teachor who had charge of this work in our
high school was not a graduate in either domestic science or domestic
art, but with grit and doetermination she introduced the work and '
made a successful beginning. .

During the coldost part of winter we served to the children warm |
lunches, with a vmed menu each day These lunches were seryw 3
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physically but also socially, as we were-served-each day by previously
appointed cooks and waiters, chosen from the boys and girls. This
fall we expect to can tomatoes and other vegotables for lunches during
the winter. L

The girls wore taught plain sowing and mado curtains for the win-
dows and rugs for the floors.

Second district, Saratoga County, N. Y. Lou chs'mgrr su perin-
tendent, Ballston Spa.—In.my schools I have gono among the teachers
and worked personally with oach one to arouse an interest in common
things and the things of rural life. One means I have taken is to got
an increased interest in drawing and handw ork. Thg drawing is
mostly of the naturo of design, with the object of making pupils l\now
. better combumtlons of colors in rugs, wall paper, oile loth ete. In
sovoral schools the primary pupils havo worked out or wmnl designs’
for borders, surface patterns, ete., and then havo “orl\(\d theso out,
in c¢ross-stitch on holders, pillow covers, and various ot her houschold
articles. Soveral teachers havo organized sowing classes, in each case
to teach p]mn soewing artd mending. One toacher has awakened a |
groat intorest in the cocoons and moths of the locality,  This in itself i
is not so importent, but the amount of information those pupils acquiro
while in search of sommhmg about moths is of vast impdrtance,
besides the power it gives thom of acquiring other knowledga by

A their own cfforts.

Warren County, Ind.  Ilarry Fvans, superintendent, Williumsl)ort —
Perhaps tho very th thing that has boen dono in any school in this
county was the introduction of somo elementary work in agriculture. |
This was put in the high school at Pino ¥illage, and tho students ]

- oligiblo wero given the option of the work in agriculture or Virgil.

With one exception all took both subjects. As a result of the intorest

in this work and the reflocted interest shown in other subjocts, these

pooplo had scholarship grades about 5 per cént highor on thoe averagoe

than thoy had maintained tho year before. This increased averago
- was not reached because the bright ones had grades that wore un-

usually high, but because the ‘‘plodders,” seeing somo incentivo in )

thoir work, took more interest in all subjects. Not only wore the
scholarship grades better, but tho average por cent of attendanco was
"about 5 per cont botter, duo, as wo think, to the increased intorost.
Girls and boys vied with each other in tho work, which included, in .
a vory gonoral way, soils, crops, animal husbn.ndry, and dairying.
_ The girls showed as much interest in judging stock as the boys, and.
-their judgment was as good in most cases.

. Caldwell Parish; La. E. H. Turner, superinteident, Columbia.—

We secured for the Grayson School departments of agriculture and

.do! mestm seience and hsvo oqmppod that school for this work bypur- -
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chasing farming implements, stock, etc., and by erocting a modarn
barn in accordance with plans of the State department. We have
also installed in the kitchon a cook range and s kitchen cabinet, with
Necessary equipment.. . '
Clinton County, Ind. Marion 'W. Salmon, superintendent, Frank-
fort.—This is the first year that domestic science has beon taught in
any of the public schools of the county. The trustoe of one township
| put a sowing course in a consolidated school this yoar under the super- -
vision of & compotent teachor. The course was open to the girls of '
the seventh to the twelfth yoar, inclusive, and was mado eloctivo.
Evory girl in those grades took it and remained in to the end of the
yoar. Nothing but handwork was dono the first 'somester. Some of
tho girls in the boginning did not knew on which finger to woar a~

"{himble. Many of them¥gwwever, became skillful with the needle by
the closo of school. .

Machines were introduced the second semester.  Many of the girls,

even in the higher grades, had never used a machine, but befora school

| closed-many wore able to cut, fit, and make garments for themsolves.

The course is very popular with both pupils and patrons.

.IMPROVING THE TEACHERS IN SERVICE.

Boulder  County, Colo. J. H. Shriber, superintendent. —Boulder
County has 66 school districts, and 62 of these are of the third class,
representing town and country schools.  Thesa 62 distriets havoe beon
grouped into 12 “centrals,” vr working units, each comprising from
} ~ three to five contiguous districts, in which a strong village or rural
: school is used as the contrul point.

The teachers of cach group clect a chairman and secretary and-
hold monthly meetings at the central school. The main part of the
program of these meetings is a study and discussion of the course of
study for the forthcoming month, as outlined and sent to the teachers
monthly by the county superintendent. Each tcacher who teaches
all grades discusses a subject from the monthly outlines, as arithmetic, -

“for exsmple, beginning with the first year and carrying the discussion
.through the grades to the cighth year, thus showing the continuity
of the work to be dono in the soveral grades. Tho sceretary of cach
group makes a brief report to tho supcrintendent’s offico of the
. program carricd dut and of the number of tcachers present and
’ absent. The results of this offort for moro effeetive organization
and supervision of rural schools are as follows: )

1. Tho isolatod condition of tho solitary school is in a degreo over- .
-come and tho weak or inoxperienced teacher. is brought in frequent

contact with the strong toncher of her group. j
2. The country school can be standardized. and its student.boa&

.. :
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80 FEATURES IN RUBAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT. g

3. City superintondents, principals, and strong grade toachers can
be secured to addressand give encouragemont to the teachers of the
soveral groups. :

4. Reading circle work and extension work offered by univemsities
and teachers’ colloges can bo undertaken and made interesting and
profitable. .

5. By increasing the school unit from the district to the group, it
approaches in a sensiblo way the problem of real consolidation,
pointing the way to tho cstablishment of rural high schools anfl to
the employment of a supervising principal for each group.

6. In cffeet it gives the county superintendent 24 assistants whose
businioss it is to maintain high standards for the several groups &f
dﬁ,?'i\cths. o

Clinton County, lowa. Grorge E. Farrelk, superintendent, Clinton.—
Clinton County consists of 20 eivil townships, in each of which is in
active operation a teachers’ study eclub, which holds meotings one-
half day each month under the direction of a leader appointed by tho
county superintendent.  Three to four hours are given to intensive
study and discussion of school topies. The courso for a year’s study
is divided into cight parts and outlined for each month by the super-
intondent. Thus cuch club pursues similer work; meetings nre -
gonerally hold - during an afternoon of o regular school day. Our !
school boards, with the exception of a few individual directors, grant
this half day without requiring their teachers to make up tho time lst.
The sceretary of each club keeps an accuratg record, and reports in
detail to the superintendent tho proceedings of each meeting and the :
attendance of all inembers and visitors. / . ¢

In addition to the eight teachers’ meetings held during the “year '
by each club, at least one patrons’ meeting and school exhibit is
held for the entire township under the auspices of the local study

- club. The county superintondont aims to bo present at each patrons’
" mecting and school exhibit and at not less than one teachers’ meeting
in each township. ' '

We have had theso teachers’ study clubs for two yoars and thair
results are very noticeable. Teachers are working as a unit for a
common ond—botter schools. Pupils are interested because their
teachers aro alive and are using wide-awnke methods. Parents are
intorested, and evon the indifferent school officer is awakening.. The
clubs are not averse to passing resolutions commending or edndemning
the action or inaction of boards. o ¢

During. the year now closing our records show an averagoe attend-
ance of more than 90 per cent of our toachors, and thero aro also in
regular attendance from our town and city schools many students

| Who desire to bocome teachers. Patrons and school officors are fre-
3 quent visitors and the patrons’ meefings ‘g}'eln:rg‘ely attended.
1 A SN TR EA S P e L - K
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A marked spirit of self-relisnco is manifested by our teachers, as
the entiro responsibility of arranging and carrying out those meetings
is reposed wholly in the various clubs.

Knor County, [ll. Walter I'. Boyes, “iperintendent, (falesburg.—
The plan of our teachers’ feetings is ns fol. ws: The county superin-
tendent designates the number of teachers, 6 10 12, to meot at a cer-
tuin county school on a certain date at 9 o'clock.  The. forenoon is
spent in observing the regular work of the school.  Neither the county
superintendent nor any visitor has anything to say.  All keep in the
backgrous.d as much as possible with the idea of embarrassing the
members of the school as little us may be. At noon the pupils are
dismissed and teachers and county superintendent give the afternoon
to a discussion of the problems of teaching, with special reférence to
what had been observed during the forenoon.

The plan has been approved by the annual directos’ meeting of the
county, and only 5 directors out of a possible 480 express any unwil-
lingness to allow the teacher the day.  Of 160 teachers listed, 144
were present at one of the 18 meetings held.  All the teachers attend-
ing exeept one thought the meetings helpful.  One did not desire to ¢
express himself. : c

The advantage of such a mecting is that it gives discussion a con-
creteness impossible in most teachers’ meetings.  Practically every
teacher at cach of the meetings was most alert and attentive.  Enough
difference of opinion was developed to make the discussions most
lively and interesting. Everybody {ook part, owing to the entire
absence of formality.  To make such a mecting of the greatest value

Ais a real day's work for the county superintendent, but for the im-
provement of actuul elass teaching in his schools 1 do not know how
he could spend the day to better advantage.

Logan County, [ll. ~ D. . Nichols, superintendent, Lincoln.—In our
efforts to improve thecorps of teachers we let them know at the outset
that the merit system prevails.  This gives every teacher an oppor-
tunity to be measured according to her efforts. Certificates are
renewed without examination, providing there are no grades below
75 per cent.  Success in teaching, institute attendance, and reading-
circle work are the requirements for renewal.  Wo have an annual.
institute lasting one week just before schools open in September. - We
fuvor a late institute, ns it does not interfere with teachers’ vacations
and its value is not dissipated before actual work in the schoolroom
begins. At least three or four normal-school instructors are employed
to do the instrueting.  In addition to this, we have a'county teachers’
association, which holds two semiannual meetings within the schqol
year. ‘ :

Lebanon County, Pa.” John W. Snoke, mpeﬁnte.r‘adpnt_, Lebamm-—-
I hav® organized my teachers into four groups, viz: Rural teachers’ -

. . L u
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association, high-school and grammar grade teachers’ association,
~ intermediate grado teachers’ association, and primary grade teachers’
association.

Besides mecting annually for one week ip county teachers’ insti-  *
tute, we have cach association or group of teachers meet at scparate
times twice a year for an entiro day to discuss the work particularly
pertaining to their group. Lectures and instructors are procured,
and the work of the association has proven to be most helpful.

Butler County, Pa. Frank A. McClung, superintendent, Butler.—
Last term we held a series of teachers’ meetings over the county that 5
were a little different from any ever held before.  Two meetings were #
scheduled to be held in each township district. At one school in the
district designated by the superintendent the children gathered as
usual on Saturday and during the forenoon the usual classes were
held. - The other teachers of the district came to this school at the
opening of school at 9 o'clock and observed the teaching during the

" morning session. At noon the children were dismissed, and during

- the afternoon topics of vital interest were discussed by the teachers

- to whom subjects had been assigned before.  These meetings were
attended by the teachers, patrons, and directors.  Two mectings were
held in cach district. Those present and the result of the mecting :
were reported to the superintendent.  In all 54 mectings were held, f
with a total attendance of over 400 teachers and nedrly 200 directors. )2

Howard County, Ind. Albert F. Hutson, superintendent, Kokomo.——

The best step in progress we made.in the past year was the mainte-
nance of joint township institutes held once each month af the county

—— .

seat. lercetofore we had conducted thiese in cach township. 1In our !
joint mecting we have sectional work composed of the following sec-

tions: Primary, intermediate, high school, and district. We do sec-

tional work in tho forenoon. In the afternoan we havesone or twd

good lectures along some school lines for the institute as a whole.

This plan brings about anity of work, social relations, a saving of ‘l
time and energy, better institutes, and a broader influence in every

way. : ' :

- Pushmataha County, Okla. W. ('. Payne, superintendent, Antlers.—
Puslimataha is a largo and thinly scttled county, and the teachers
have found it impracticable to meet together for reading-circle work.
Last year they decided to organizo as a libryry nssociation. The fee

1875 conts.  The books are kept at.the county superintendent’s office,
and thoe county superintendent acts as librarian. The books are
S mailed without cost to the teachers. The plan has been very suc-
* cossful, and within a few years we hopoe to have a well-equipped
library. L , . :
 Bewks County, Pa. E, M. Rapp, superintendent, Reading.—Two
ncies that have contributod groatly to the improvement of our L

oo .
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- t a
toachers aro the toachers’ roading union and the traveling pedagogical

library for the use of the toachers of the county:

Thoe roading union has had a continuous existence since 1891,  Its
objects aro tho improvemont of its mombers in Titerary, scientific, and
professional knowledge, and the promotion of habits of scH-cultyre.
Ono book is adoptod for study each year. A diploma is granted to
membors of the union who answer the prepered questions for throe
conseculivo yoars and attain an averago of 75 per cent. For cach
additionul year's reading a soal is pTced on the diploma. .

The results of tho 20 years of tho history of the union very fully
justified tho cfforts made to improve the professional spirit among
the teachors of tho county. The growth of interest hias been most
gratifving. It is not an unusual thing for a new venture to meet
with succoss in the beginning and then gradually lose its hold and
pass into neglect, leaving littlo but a remembored failure.  But the
Borks County teachers’ rondlng union has steadily grown, each yoar
fully justifying its c_\},slom o by tho improvement in tho work done in
tho schools as u diroet result of thoe fostering of higher cducational
standards and of encouraging a finer profegsional spirit.

Our travoling pedagogical library has 10 cases of 40 volumes each.
An additional case will be added every year until the number reaches
23, or about one ¢®se to evory 25 teachors insfead of 50, as at present.
All of the cases are shipped from the offico of tho county superin-
tendent at the beginning of the school term tgplocal centers, where
they romain until the closo of the school term, when they aro shipped
back to tho oflice of the superintendent.  This is all tho traveling
they do in a year.

The local custodian is usually a school prmeipal, and the hooks aro
usually kept at tho school.  All oachers, diroctors, and patrons may
freely use the books. The local custodian keops a caroful record of
all books distributed.  The expense of transportation pehorne by the
reading union. .

The following card has beer preparcd and distributed to our
Yenchers withgood results? ' ’
A Seur-GrapiNg UERTIFICATE 1); Seeckss,

CAN YOU GIVE YOURSELF JOO PER CENTY

For the Schovl Year Ending June, 19—,

. s
THE TEACHER, 100 PER CENT,
[
. A. PERSONALITY, 20 PER CENT.

1. Physical: Health, hablts, indubtry, ability to do tlungs, cleanlinves, neatnesa of
attire.

2. Mental: Moral worth, habita, dispmition, temperament, mdnu]uaht.v. originality
power of lmwmve, sellq:ont.rol sarcasm, amcemy of purpose, atulude Lo\s;mi ‘

children, a‘uy to mcet peoplo 5 2 ot

.
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B. A8 A STUDENT, 15 PER CENT.

1. Lines of study pursued.
2. Lectures attended.
3. Vacation schools attended.

C. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, l—) PLR CENT.

~1. Problems of teaching studied.

2, Work in to\vn-ﬂnp nstitutes or teachers’ meetings in cities and towas.
(a) Propx\mnuu . '
(b) Prasentation.

3. Attitnde toward educational meetings.
(a) Attendance,
‘b) Participation.

4. Lectures attended.

5. Vacation schoof® attended.

. D. AS AN INSTRUCTOR, 20 PLRR CENT.
1. Preparation. . ' ‘
{a) Defore coniing to class,
(b) Assignmients,
(+) Skill in bringing the pupile into the right conscions attitudo for the mew
truth to be presented,
2. Presontation,
(@) Knowledge of the mind of tho pupil.
(b)Y Knowledge of the matter to be pnmonted
(e) Knowladgo of ways of prexentation,
(fy Skill in pruontatmn
3,_ Comparison or interpretation hasod on children’s exporienees, -
(@) Skill in keeping tha minds of all the papils contered on the new truth eing
presented and upon their own experience that w1ll hélp them interprot
at the same thnao.
4. Generalization. @
(@) Skill in leading Hupils to draw correct conclusions and to state them well,
- b. Application,
(@) skillin making people realize the new truth as their own.  ADility in leal-
ing pupils to 1}1«( oves that sehool prollems an life problems, .

E. GOVERNMENT, 1) PER CENT. h
1. Two ways.
(a) 'I‘hrou(:h the conscions use of rewards and punishments,
(b) Through the inspiration of pemonality.
2. Two typesor order,
" (a) (,onntr:unml unnatural, and dead,
%b) Freo, natural, and alive with the busy hum of mduatry that ‘accompanies
the undertanding that each pupil 18 to do his work withont disturbing
his neighbors. .

P. COMMUNITY INTEREST, 13 PER CENT. 0

1. Asillustrated by —
(a) Ability to keep ])uplls from withdrawing from echool.
(b) Ability to secure regularity i In attondance.
2, As illuetrated by —
{a) Ability to sond common-school gr:\duat(w to lngh wchool.
- (b) Ability to send high-school graduates to higher institutions. .
3. Asi)lustrated by— ’
a) Carg of school property, keeping records, and making roporta.
b) Sanitary conditionas. decorations, and neatness.
) .\blht{ to efablial and mamlam hbrsnos and yonug people’s renditig
cire
(d) Coopera.tlon with toachers. supervisors, and rehool officials in echool plans,
exhibits, and meatings.

\

- 20" &g) Part taken in tho plans and affairs of the conimunity, N
5o, ¢ Tota (Bro0acon00n 6000000090 EOEEH0 BB A EIBH 60 GO O3 B BOG0CO OB AR BOCIRE
B2 - oo i s adnesiee e aeieelen saneos s s-Topcher
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At the ond of the school year (arefully mark the above schedule. and if you find
that vou full below “507 quit teaching for the eako of the children, for yoursake, and
for tho sake of the State.

Clinton. County, In(l Marion W. Salmon, superintendent, Frank-
fort. ~At our midwintor meeting—a meoting attended by all the
teachors of the county—wo had a school o\lnbn that was very sug-
aestive and helpful to the teachers,  Tho exhibit included work from
every year from the primary te the high school, and from tho one-
room sehool as well as from tho larger consolidated schools, Tt con-
tained dovices and suggestions for representing a great varioty of
work - booklots on homo geography, nature study, and agriculture,
English work corrolated with thoso subjocts, botany and physics notes
books, Hrawing work and writing from all grades, and an extensive
sowing display from ono of our largest consolidated schools,

Mercer County, Pu. I . McConnell, superintendent, Mercer.—
During the last two years wo have tgied to omphasizo the following
subjects: Reading, writing, and drawing.  Much good work has boen
accomplished in ench subject.- In writing wo havae been nsing the
“muscular movement.”  For two yoars wo have had three spocial
writing instructors at our county institutes, who dgilled and trained
tho teachers in netual seat work in writing, just as they would dril
pupils.  Twice during aach school yoear this has been followed up by
theso instructors at difforont places.  Some districts havo held spocial
conforences undor the direction of the instructors.  Each teacher is
request ed to send monthly spocimens of pupil's and teacher’s writing
to the office.  Thoe same plan was followed in drawing work last yoar.
{ Dartmouth Township, Mass. Albert S. Cole, superintendent, North 4
[ Dartmouth.—Puring the year tho teachors have mot at a contral
schoolhduse for half a day on Saturdays to teach cach other the
handwork gleaned in the various normal schools whero the teachers
wore trainod.  Baskotry, chair «aning, souing.'n((-., have rocoived
quite an impotus from these mootings.

’

darris County, Tex. L. L. Pugh, superintendent, Iouston.—The
principals of the county have organized a schoolmastors” round table.
Mootings are called onco & month and school problems and all inattors
pertaining to the bottermont of oducation are discussed.’

Each yoear a school annual is published, which reaches evory home
in the county. Arrangomonts have beon made with tho Carnegie
Library to furnish books to rural-school teachers and supplomontary
reading ‘'matter to tho childron.

Harrison County, Miss. J. J. Dawsey, mq)mntcndmt (’ulfport —_
Asummor normal for the throo coast counties has heoir held in my
county_ for five yours at Wiggins, Miss. Tho torm lasts four woeks,
Wolike this plnn much bottor than tho old plan of holdmg o ono-weok
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36 FEATURES IN RURAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT,

institute in oach county with ono instructor. Wao securod for this
past summor fivoe instructors, all spocialis{s in thoir work.

Chenango County, second district, N. Y. Albert (. Bowers, superin-
tendent, Sherburne.—A study of school conditions was made to deter-
mine which schools were in special need of strong teachers, either
in the  higher or lower grades, and of the teachers to determine the
strength and weakness of cach. As a result of this study, it ]ms’ (
been possible to place the teachers in the district in the positions
where each could accomplish the most during the .\‘(Pml year.
Many teachers who ean do excellent work in one school would do
poor work in another; these who ean do well with lower grades are
often unable to do well with higher grade pupils, while it is equally
true that others who can do satisfactorily the higher grade work are
not fitted for the work of the first three grades.

School exhibits <were held during t]lL, vear in connection with
teachers’ confercnees, at which were shown samples of handwork by
both boys and girls, toﬂ(-thm with an exhibit of the regular school
work. '

In the small country schools conditions vary <o mu<h that no two
schools cun follow the same method of procedure. Much is left to
- the judgment of the teacher.  In afew schools there were maintaiped
2 gu;? clubs which met cach month and served lunch prepared by

the children. TIn thesc schools, the children became much inter-

ested in cooking.  Other schools tovk up sewing as a special work,
and boys as well as girls scemed ' to enjoy it.  In other sthools, hand-
work was encouraged; clementary seience apparatus, windmills,
waterwheels, weathercoe ks, and many other things were made by
the boys. The results obtained gave promise thut much could bho
accomplished by a teacher who will correlate the work with geogra-
phy, drawing, and mathematics. For example, boys devised appa-
ratus to determine wind velocity, and also other veather apparatus: ‘
Neat weather charts were prepified. ~ Waterwheels were constructed,
modeled after wleels in near-by places using water power.

One day in the term was given by each teacher to visiting schools
and observing the work of the teachers visited. A carcfully prepared

Jreport th the district superintondents was required. Suggestions
* " for making the report were sent to cach teacher, together with the

list of schools in which observations might be made. This brought
the observers into contact with somo of the strong teachers while at
work, and required them to record the methods and means used in.
obtaining results. ) -
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'IMPROVEMENT OF BUILDINGS GROUNDS, EQUIPMENT
ETC.

Knox County, 'I'(r'zn MW, Wilson, superintendent, Knorville.—In
Knox County we erected during last year 14 new buildings, at a cost
of §25,000.  One of these was for o consolidated school where four
.s(,hoolx had been brought to one eenter.  This consolidated schodl is
n brick vencered building costing $10,000.  All the other buildings
have two rooms. During the last two years we have reduced the
number of buildings from 154 to 136, We are trying to do away
_with all one-room schools in the county, but 34 still remuin.. We

“are now creeting three new agricultural’ hlgh schools, at a cost of
850,000. In these schools we expeet to have both grammar and
high-school departments, with four teachers in the grammar grades,
and four in the high-sehool department.  These huildings are being
erected on sites of 15 acres of good land donated to the county for
demonstration work, All are brick veneer, with slute roofs, stcam
heat, and all modérn conveniences.

. Juckson County, Minn. J. B. Arp, superintendent, Jackson.—We
have in Juckson County, outside of 3 high schools with 8 or more
grades and (l(‘])‘\rtmonts un(l 4 small v 1llngo schools of 2 or 3 depart-
ments each, about 112 one-room rural schools.  Of these 112 schools,

{ 107 have uttzunc(l the standurd now demanded in Minnesota to be

classed as “rural State-aided schools of A, *B,’ or *C’ grade.”

Fach schoolhouse is heated and n‘ntllutod by some good system
of jucketed stove that keeps the air fresh and the temperature even
any day of the year; and the buildings are in such state of repair as
to make this mmpuruti\ol\ casy in any school.  No building in the
county is left unpainted qr unswhtlv and the last 10 or 12 buildings
erected are pleasing in~arce hlt(‘(llll(‘ lighted -from one side only,
with ceilings 12 feet or more in Imght providmg 18 square feet or
more of floor space per pupdl, with hardwood and Svell-oiled ﬂoors
angd with modern individdal desks.

he apparatus consists, of not less than 100 square feet of slato

blackboard, one modern unabridged dictionary; not less than 5

acn(lemic or other abridged dictionaries, 1 set of tegular reagders and

2 or more sets of supplementary rondus for cach g#nde (which means
from 16 to 30 sets of good readers), a case of 8 maps and a State
map for geowruphy work, n good 12-inch globe, and from $5 to $10
worth of primary mutorml for the lower grades.

Every school also has a reading library aside from its tO\tbook
library wjth not less than 40 \'olumos and up to 250 or 300 volumes
of children’s books. . Textbooks in Minnesota may- either be bought
by the pupils or owned by the districts, but Jackson County has .

no school that is not supplied by the dmtrwt thh text,books asxde *1

~».14~'~,-'-‘:‘,~A"'~r - \2_,.

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



38 FEATURES IN RURAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT. ‘*, '

from its free libraries. The average annual cost per pupil of such
textbooks in only a little over 50 cents after the first purchase.

La Salle Parish, La. J. Wolfe Carter, superintendent, Jena.—We
have recently fihished and are now occupying a $30,000 brick school
building in oné part of the parish and will build a $6,000 frame school-
house this summer in another section of the parish. We have estab-
lished manual-training and domestic-science departments in those
schools and are planning to extend this work to the smaller schools. [
We have established an agricultural school and propose to place great <
emphasis on this phase of education.

Jefferson County, Nebr.. R. C. Ilarris, superintendent, Fairburyp.—"
Some 50 roems are now properly heated and ventilated. Single seats
have been installed in more thanhalf of the 102 schools of the county.
People are beginning to realize that it does not pay to require a small
child to sit in a seat that is too large. Quite a number of rural schools
have been erected, and in each case they have proper lighting. One
rural district is now erecting a modern building costing $2,200, which
will have a full basement for playroom and other purposes. About
12 other schools are now supplied with playground apparatus.

Ransom County, N. Dak. C. E. Cavett, superintendent, Lisbon.—
Consolidation of schools is attracting the greatest amount of attention
in this county at this time. At present we are erecting two buildings
which will provide ample room for graded and high-school work. We

“are also establishing a house on the ground for the superintendent.
This will enable him to live near his work and board the other teach-
ers. We are hiring college gradlates for these schools, and: we shall
insist on making the positions as permanent as possible. In addition
to this every board in my county has pledged itself to fix up at least
one school so a3 to meet the requirements for State aid.

Third district, Erie County, N. Y. Wiltiam E. Pierce, superintendent,
East Aurora.—Much attention hag been given to equipment. Practi-
ca.lly everyschool is supplied with a modern bookease and a goodwork-  °
ing hbrary Suitable maps, charts, globes, and dictionaries are to be

" found in al| thewchools. A piano or organ is found.in many of them.
Wall clocks and suitablo framed pictures are provided. Attention
wee. 1188 been given ' to suitable pupils’ desks and seats properly arranged.

Pierce County, Wash. I. R. Coz, superintendent, Tacoma.—We
have been especially emphasizing the work of playground apparatus
and playaheds District No. 74, at Elbe, is building a $3,000-gym-
nasium. - Districts No. 49 and No. 41 have built substantml well-

" equipped playsheds. Almost all the schools of the county are domg

7. . something along the line of playground apparatus. . In several dis-

. triots t.he boy& and girls- are installing homemade apparatus. In

S E.tonnlle jn addition to t.he 4% acres,.the district has purchased 10
St PRV
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acres of ground with- & good water system installed, and this is to
constitute agricultural experiment grounds and athletic field.

Logan .County, IN. D. F. Nichols, superintendent, Lincoln.—In
kecping up and improving the physical equipment of our rural and
village schools'we use the plan of the State superintendent of public'
instruction for standardizing our schools.  As a result, more improve-
ments have been made,during the past 5 years than in the preceding
10. Of the 104 rural schools in the county, 45 are fully standardized,
and sll the remainder have been helped by means of the st.andardl-
zation scheme. We hope to increase our number of standard schools
to 60 Jduring 1913-14. =

We have averaged two new rural-school houses a year for five years.
Theso buildings are all modern and up to date id every particular.
The following towns have recently put up new school buildings, all
of them being very complete in equipment and conveniences: Eden,
$12,000; Middletown, $18,000; Mount Pulaski grade school, $30,000
and township high school, $45,000; and Atlanta, $50,000.

\The salaries of the rural and village teachers will avergge with the '
best in Illinois. One rural teacher is getting $113 per month for nine
months.  Salaries of $75 to $95 pet month are numerous.

Moaroe County, N. Y. W. W. Rayfield, district superintendend,
Webster.—I urged upon all teachers to have a’ genera.] clean-up day
in the spring, and I noted with pleasure that, with » few exceptidns,
the school grounds were put in tip-top shape; ashes removed, yards
graded, tulip beds planted, and many creditablé school gardcns main-
tained for the first time. In many districts the schoolroom, windows,
etc, received a genuine cleaning, the work béing done by the pupils.

Lamar County, Tex. W. H. Snow, superintendent, Paris.—During
the ‘year 1912-13 we built. 20 modern school buﬂdmgs in Lamar .
County. Nearly all of these wero crected by the issuance of school
district bonds. Tho amounts ran from $1,000 to $16,000. Some -
miserable shacks have been replaced by modem, up—to—date school -
buildings.

Flathead COuntu, Mont. May Trumper, superintendent, Kalis-
pell —The very best thing dono in our rural schools this year has been
the rearranging of several of our old one-room rural schools so as to
have the rooms properly lwht;ed,\

The old rooms had windows on opposite sides. The windows on
oneside have been closed and Blackboard placed the full tength of that
side. The seats have beon turned to faco this blackboard. . This®
has been tried as an experiment in three schools, with such satisfac- :
tory results that the trustees this summer will placo extra windows
at the rear of the room, or at the rear and left of the children. We.
huve hsd the expenment t.ned in three dlﬁerent parts of the
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in the hope that adjoining districts'may catch the idea. As soon a8
the windows are moved, the attention of all districtd™will be called
by a circular letter to what has been donein the t,hree schools.

SOCIALIZING THMSCHOOL.

Newton County, Mo. E. H. Newcomb, superintendent, Neosho.—I
consider the most important thing attempted for the rural schools of |
this county during the last year to be the beginning of the move- [
ment toward making the “school the community center.” We have
sought by some means to bring home interests and school interests
together and thus to mako the work of the school moro hearly sup-
plement that of the home. We have soyght to interest patrens and
parents in the daily work of the school and to get them to fecl that
the welfare of the school depends directly upon their efforts in its
behalf. Wo have tried to teach also that the s¢hoolhouse and-
premises are public property and should be used for any ahd all
public purposes, the lecture, the mothers’ club; farmers’ organiza-
tions, cte. -
In the endeavor to bring the school snd the home together wo
have used two methods of procedure, One is the doing of that
. work in school which will supplement that done at homne and which
"grows out of the home interests: T here refer to practical agriculturo
and naturc-study work, domestic science, and the st,u(ly of farm
management and rural government. The other method is the
endeavor to get patrons interested in the work of the school by giv-

ing them an opportunity to visit the school and to contribute timo
and cffort in the school-day programs.

In every district .there is a day set aside gnd known as parents’
day. Itis a day, early in the year, when parents are invited to the
schoolhouse to spend the day. The old farm wagon and the “big
dinner”’ aro always in eovidence, and the gencral results of the day’s
exdreises have been more than gratif ying. The attendance through-
out the county for the last school term aggregated 2,000 peorsons,
and tho various communitics have been warmed with community
and neighborly good will and have responded to the ‘‘cal of the
schiool.” The day within itself is of Little benefit compa.red with that
derived from tho one fecling that tho parent has actually gone to
the schoolhouse and. spent the day in the intcrest of the education
of the child. Phe children are anxious for the day to come, and they
often aftorwards prevail on the father or mother to como again to
the' school. The parent, too, is awakened to tho fact that the teacher

.* hes the welfare of the child at heart and that the interests of both
" are common. Growing out of the manifest interest in these parents”
5 s‘dsya thero has risen another school oxercise known as school day. '

t@&gyc‘@.‘,@-ﬂ&% A s "%’«.% ok 3‘,," 1% A% o
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For educational purposes the county is divided into seven districts.
Each of these centers around a village or a larger town, and it is
here that the school-day exercises are held. In one of these dis-
trigts tho ‘school day comes with the county fair; in others with
farmers’ day or with other rural or village activities. At some time
during the autumn school day.'is obscrved. Hufidreds of people
aro’in attendance. At Sencca in the fall of 1913 more than 1,500
people gathered to witness the work. At Ritchey, a village of 200
inhabitants, more than 800 people were present. Tho exercises
consist of teachers’ mectings in tho forenoon, display work all day,
contests in declaiming and spelling about the' middle of thoe day, and
athletics in the afternoon.  Many kinds of exhibits have been mede,
much interest has been tuken in the athletic (field events) fea.tures,
and great pride in the school parade. Thousands of peoplo attended-
theso exercises last yoar, and in the seven lines of march there were
more than 2,000 children, In tho various contests and exhibits
prizes were offered and awarded.

Throiugh these three days —parents’ day, school d nd gradua-
tion day—the people are awakening to the fact tk hools exist
and that the work of the school after all is worthy the support and -
good will of the home, that the home and the school should go hand
in hand, and that tho schoolhouse should no longer be closed for
the major part of the time. They are slowly coming to fecl that the
work of the cammunity and ‘of the school is common ground and
that what aids one will and must necessarily help the other, and that
the community interests must be toward tho best \wlfn.ro of .the ~
community school, - s

Yamhill County, Orcg. 8. 8. Duncan, superintendent, Me AMinn-
ville.—Our annuel school fair has come to be the “big cvent” of the
vear in the county. During the entire school year we encourage
industrial work in every school, and we have only to get the products
of theso efforts together to have such a display that our fair building .
is taxed to the utmost. Last year's fair increased-50 per cent over
the year before, and everything indicates a like increase this year.

As a means of creating the interest necessary forsuccess in industrial
work, we are holding rallies in the country districts. We include from’
four to six school districts in a rally district, and hold the meeting
at a central school building. Tho program consists of discussions on
such subjects as “The relation of the school and the home,” “ What
I expect the school to do for the community,” “Beautifying school

»

men ‘and women, as well a8 patrons, take part in this work, end we ';3
usually secure a man from-one of the State educational msmuuons LA
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- It is a veritable “gct -together movement,”.-and is doing much to
creat,e an interest in the schools. sto free discussions cause the
patrons to feel that they have something to do with the management
of the schools, that they must feel respousible to an extent for what
is taught there, and that the schools are for the phrpose of developing
“characier and not merely to teach facts from textbooks. Indeed,
they are couiing to see that the fucts in general ave not learned for
themselves alone, but for the lessons that may be learned from them,
and for the effect they have on the life of the child. ™ .

2 The “rally >pirit’ is kept up later by organizing rural school im- -
provement clubs in évery district. They elect a prvmdcut, a vice
president, and a sccretary. The_y meet about once a month and dis-
cuss anything that-may be of interest t6 school patrons. The
teacher and pupils usually give a short program, and a luach is quite
often served. They . arrange for \'lsltlllg the school regularly,. and
they visit it, not in a spmt of eriticism, but with an honest _purpose
of m\'(‘sll(’illl()ll with d view to md tho teacher in every way.

Jeffersen County, Pa. L. Mayne Jones, superintendent, Brook-

- wille.—A nimber of the schools organized home ahd school nssociations
and these associations were a very marked help. They turned their
attention largely to the material needs of the school, such as sup-
plying equipment, improving the grounds, eté. At West Reynolds- i
ville this association purthased a portable stage, a rug for the stuge,
and* over ]()0 chairs. At Sigel several hundred feet of good ‘comeit:
sidewalk was made and some referene hooks purchased. At the
Stone school over $50 in cash was raised for }}\l])l()\ ing the grounds,
and some work was done by volunteer lubor. At Worthville trees
were planted. At Upper, Buchheit and Prospect money was ryised
to improve the grounds, and a literary sot oty was conducted through
tho summer. In uddntmn to the material assistance, these associa-
tions have been invaluable as a mefns of bringing the home and
school into closo cooperation.

Lafayette. Parish, La. L. J. Alleman, superintendent, Lafayette.—
'We are changing the emphasis in our rural schools ‘by entering into
" work related to ugrlculture, such as corn clubs, canning clubs, poultry
clubs, hog clubs, and domestic science clubs. In addition to a parish
fmr whore the best of this material is exhibited, we have an annual
“convocation day.” The first of these was héld in.r003 or 1904.
On’ convocation day all the public school childrefr of the parish
. assemble in Lafayette and form into line of march, heqded by a brass
= band. Each school carries a banner, and the line 8f march proceeds
.. -through the principal street of the town to the campus of the South- e
’g western Louisiana Industrial Institute. There the children engage
oin l#erary, athletnc, and. agncultuml contests. We have spelling
mtches oonteggs in mthmetxc, singing, etc. Exhibits of domestic
P &sxﬁ/&i%fﬁéﬁ’% i&%ﬁx@!’ "%f > ]
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13
science and art work, classtoorn work, such as writing, cdixi’positlions, .
maps, and drawings, are shown. The agricultural exhibits include
> pigs raised by the boys, vegetables from the sghool gardens, poultry, -
canning, etc. We have aunually about 2,000 children and nearly
1,000 adults who attend these convocation days, and good results
are obtained. -

thews.—Each year, ubout the middle of Apnl, a ficld duy is held,
in which all the schools of the county participate. The exercises are
held at the county scat. In the morning the literary exercises ure
held.  These inelude, contests fn 41® weademic Dbragthes, such as
spelling history, and arithmetic. Tae contests are written or oral,
a3 scems best in each instance. *Then follows a practical address by
some well-known educator.  Dinner is served on the grounds; in the
afternoon athletic contests are held, and prizes arc awarded 'to the
winners in both the literary and the athletic contests,

These exereises have created the most intense interest throughout
the county, and have been the means of awakening more interest in
the schoals of the county than any other one thing I have been able
to bring to pass during my term of office. At the lust field day here

.about three-fifths of the entire white population of the county were

, ingg tendance. ;
© Colfax County, Nebr. F. J. Vogltance, superintendent, Schuyler—

Our rural school litepary socicties are composed of the young men

and women in the small school (li:fln'('t.\‘ whose names do not appear

on the school register as regular pupils in schoo}\] These young people -

- meet at the schoolhouses in the evenings, elect their officers, ete.; and
decide ot the kind of program they wish to prepare for next mecting.
Their programs usually coysist of Tecitations, dialogues, songs; ete.

5 Marty young people in the rural districts take music, vocal or instru-

c mentat lessons, and such programs give them a splendid opportunity

' to appear before the public.  One of these small schools where there

were a few of these programs given last winter bought'a good piano

| with,ghe admission {ees. Some have debates on subjects of goneral -

: interest. All their meetings are held at the schoolhouses: :The. tele-

| phones, R. . D5, and automobiles help them to advertise their pro-

grams and get crowds larger than the schoolhouses ean accommodate,

The teacher is usually the one who gets things started, and often she -
takes part in the program, or sore of her pupils. - o

Keith County, Nebr. Genevieve Richmond, superintendent, Ogg- ..

IaI_Ia.—Mlorwtlmn' two-thirds of our teachers had son_n‘ethiﬁg’i in the - ¢

- way .gf social work in_their schoolhouses during the year. Thess -
gatherings were literary - societies, box socials,’ debates, programs, .

hings' % 5 SEp . . Y B o :.'.';:h - . & .
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- Several teachers taughit sewing without interfering with their class
work. Two teachers served hot lunches every day. The school
work of the county was better than”ever before. For the first time
it the seven years T have been in office it was possible to secure a
sufficlgnt number of qualified teachers, instead of deading in ** permits,”
as we [hd found necessary before.

Lycorling COuntyt Pa. (. B. Milnor, superintendent, Muncy—
Parent-teacher associations raised for school improvements during
1912-13 83,935.52.  Sociables and entertainments by teachers and
pupils brought the larger part of this sumi.  The money was expended
in the various schools of the county for all kinds of improvements.
Some schools purchuscd libraries, fixtures, and play-ground equip-
ment, while other schoolsspent their money in beautifying the school
grounds with trees, shrubbery, and flowers.  The parent-teacher club
of one school put a new roof on their building, ¥hile many schools
were provided with curtains, shadesand water jars. :
~ Gloucester County, N. J. D. T.|Stedman, superintendent, Wood-

bulg—Somc form of industrial or ndgnual training is now taught in

aligour rural schools, and just prioto the closing of the schools a
spct®! day is set apart for exhibitilg the hand work o
" Parents are invited to these exhibits, andN\ find an unusu
interest has been aroused in the rural con this nieans,
.On April 5 our first annusl exhibit of the sch < of thé county
was held in the courthouse at Woodbury, every school in the county
oxKibiting. Four thpusand persons from our own and agljoining
- counties were in attendance. That you may better understand the
interest maniféested in this exhibit by people in the rural section, I
.~ . will state that one family, consisting of father, mother, daughter, and
son, drove 12 miles over a country road to bring to the exhibit a
peach pie which the ‘daughter, a girl of 10 years of age, had made
from a recipo furnished by her tencher. ' -

Greene County, Ill. George B. McClcllund, superintendent, Carroll- +*
ton.—Specimens of schoul work done during the year under the
direction of the county superintendent are preserved in well-covered
books and exhibited at the annual county fair and at the teachery’
institute. Premiums are awarded to the schools preparing these, and N

“also to pupils of tho schools for exhibits of educational, agricultural,
and domestic science work. A lively interest is taken by the people B

% in these exhibits. Premiums of $300 in value aro offered for this
..~ - work by the fair association, $100 of which is cpntributed by the
- . ocounty board of supervisors. . i
»  Fourth district, Saratoga County, N.Y. Ida M. Smith, superin-
~_ tendent, Saratoga Springs.—I have held two exhibits of school work at
2% the.close of the school year. These have placed before the public the
“work of the sohogls insuch & manner, that many :things which were - |
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before unknown to the majarity of the people have been called to their
attention, and I feel that as a result the actual work of the schoolroom
is held in better esteem. )

Monroe County, Ala. J. A. Barnes, superintendent, Jones Mills.—

( The principal of cvery school is made president of n local school
-improvement association. He is required by the superintendent to
to organize his school’and have every pupil do what he reasonably
can.(a) to promote better houses and equipments; (b) to promote
better health conditions; (¢) to adormn and beautify the school building
and grounds.

Mason. County, II. Fannie Spaits Merwin, su perintendent, Ha~
vana.—Two rural schools held **old pupils’ reunions” which were -
attended by 125 arf¥ 150 **old scholars,” respectively, some from dif- o
ferent States of the Union, even from Texas. At one of these a
movement was set on foot to rebuild the schoolhouse.

Macon County, N. C. M. D. Billings, superintendent, Franklin.—
The one thing which I think has stimulated public interest in the
schools of the county more than anything clse is the annual school
exhibit given at the county seat near the close of the school term,
This exhibit consisted of essays, notebooks, drawing, penmanship,
woot carving, sewing, and basketry. It would be hard to estimate
the good that was derived from this exhibit, as it awakened great
interest in the patrous of the different schools. I saw the result of
this interest this 3 car when muking application to the county board
of commissioners for a special tax in order that we might have a six
months’ school in every district in the county. 'The commissioners
not only gav e the extra tax I asked, but after going over niy estimates
made the tnx.hrgor than I had thought of asking. The most gratify-
ing aspect of this is that, so far as 1 know, the increased levy meets the

\gpproval of all'the principal taxpayers of the. county, .
1 Mercer County, N.J. J. M. Arnold, superintendcnt, Trenton.—In

three of our schools the **school industrial eredit for home work’' was
undertaken with excellent results.  Many of our teachers, hearing of
this work, have requested that it be tried in their schools during the
coming year. I give herewith a letter from the teacher ofothe Stony
) Brook School:

About February 1, 1913, the plan of allowing *school industrial credit for home )
industrisl work ' was undertaken in the Stony Brook Bchool. Lists of the things
for which credit would be given, including habits of neatness and cleanliness, were '
printed and copioa given to the pupils. Notebooks were furnished and'diily records
kept of the- amount and kind of work done in tho home. These records were signed
by the parents and from time to time shown to the teacher. . A lively intorost was
soon aroued, and home and school were brought imto a closer relation.

At s little social gathering a cake that was served was pronounced very fine. ‘A
mother proudly aserted that her daughter had made it, *‘Bhe does nearly all the
¢ m . . ‘th o] ‘-" .'- ? d«od'
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Another mother wrote to the teacher in praise of the movemeont,
saying that now her little boy kept the wood box constantly supplied,
whereas before she had to coax him to get an armful.

Parents were often heard to say that instead of constantly having
to remind their children of the chores to be done before and nfler
school the children did them without being told and seemed to enjoy
doing them. Incidents might be multiplied showing how the boys
and girls made themselves useful in their homes, much to the joy and
satisfaction of their parents.

And the movement wus not without its ceffeet upon the school,
Out of an enrollment of 25 pupils, 6 were neither absent nor tardy
during the year, an increase of 4 over the previous ycar; 15 were absent
only when nccessary, owing to sickness.  Lessons were better pre-
pared, and the better conduct of tie pupils was nnto(l in & marked
degrec.

The undertaking was a success, dnd I hope to continue the work

another year and to give it even more attention.

Langlade County, Wis. A, M. Averson, supcrintenden', Awtigo. - -
We took up the system of home credits, following the xystem used in

Oregon, except that wo.added credits in final examination in some

subjeets, such as the following:

In physiology 15 per cent for sleeping with windows open and com-
ing to school with clean fuce and hands, and hair combed,

In agriculture t0 per cent eredit for making corn tester and Lo\tm‘r
at least 100 ears of corn. )

In agriculture 10 per cent. crc(ht for testing and keeping milk record

of 5 cows for a month.

About two-thirds of the teachers carried on this ('rmhl svsten, and
most of them reported that it had helped them materially in creating
a greater interest in the school work, because the school recognized
not only the work of the children in school but their work outside.
The parénts took a greater interest h the school, and the children
looked upon the home work as a *uro, whereas it had been
drudgery before. 1 expect, next year; Yo give gronlcr credit in final
examinations for work dono at home.

Manitowse County, Wis. (. W. Meisnest, supe mntendmt Mani-
towoc.—During the past two yoars we have tnkon up in the county
a line of agncultura.l exhibit work. This is planued as follows:

In the.spring of the year a large number of pupils all over the
ocounty, somé from every school, plant home gardens. We tried to
feature the important things, such as corn and pptatoes,-and recaived
a sack of corn from our agricultural department of the university,
for distribution to tho childron. I distributed this corn through the

": tawhem, who called for same at my «office. A great many.other-
gndmmostusee;hechﬂdrengavethm'
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little gardens fine attention d@®ing the summer. The teachers, in
many cases, corresponded with their pupils and encouraged them.
In the fall the results of their efforts were exhibited in the schoolhouse.
Most schools have a district agricultural fair. Besides agricultural
products, there were exhibited others, such as school work, cooking,
baking, sewing, etc. The fair was usually held in the afternoon,
although in a few schools Iriduy afternoon and evening were given
up for that purpose. and the people turned out in large numbers.
Generally, wn outside speaker or two gave a short talk, hat most of
the program (agricultural) was furnished by the school and the
younger progressive farmers of the communiry.

In n few cases the schools (six or cight) of an entire townsuip
l)wt their products together at a gentral hall, and in that wuy had -
a exhibit.  These township agricultural fairs, with exhibits from

six or eight schools, were vory successful, thaugh the district agri-

.cultural fuirs, T think, were most impressive. -t

A second line of work which some of my schools havo taken up is
the Oregon iden Y gi¥ng school credit for the regular home duties.

Ounly a few of my teachers, however, have taken this up the past year.

Credit was given in various home duties and in sunitary lines, such ag

sloeping with open windows, brushing teeth, ote. . ) ¢

Vinaugursted the past year another somewhat similur line of work.

This was the giving of eredit at school, and also at my diploma ex-

< amination, for work done at home or uf school along: agricultural

lines. T gave credit as follows: g
o I’er cont

1. 1"0rn1:1kin;;vu}r‘1 rack....ooLilll L 000000080000480000 06 8 0eR0a: o) 8
2o Forhora garden... oo )
3. For proper selection of seed comn for father's planving ..o 2
4. Forhaving performed alone or with the teacher at least Sexperiments as oul-

lined in my pamphloet or similarones............... ... ... .. . 6
5. For performing germination test................... ... ... b
6. Bubeock mitk test ..o oo L P 6
7. Carpentry articles (for hoys) or,domestic science (sewing. cooking, otc., for

girds). .o 0G068E6E06085008080000 06000 % 06000000000 6

. 30 -

)

“In all, 30 per cent credit was accepted by mo toward their standing
in agriculture for this work, which was done either at school or at
home. A certified statement from the teacher that such work had
been done was presented as evidence. h

I also gave 20 per cont credit at my diplome examination toward
standing in geography for pupils who drew to scale a map of their

« - -school district and inserted thereon some of the geographical things
I suggested. I am'suré this gave the pupils and the teachers a more
thorough understanding of their.districts than they ever had befors.
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These are some of the newer things we have been taking up in the
county the past year or two. We have also our contests, commence-
ment exercises for country schools, fa’rmers’ clubs, literary socictics,
etc, -

"Second district, Saratoga County, N.Y . Miss Lou Messinger, supm-
intendent, Bullston Spa.—The” four district superintendents in. the
county- huxe organized an agricultural contest, with products to be
exhibited at tho county fairin August of cach vear. The great value
of this contest lies in the fact that only pupils from rural schools are
allowed to enter it. Wo have also organized a contest in English
and agriculture combined. Each pupil in every rural school in the
county above the third grade is required during the year, as rogular
school work, to write an essay on some nature study or agricultural
topic and submit it to his teacher. The toacher is to scleet the best
3 of these and send them to the district superintendent.  Then the
best 3 in each supervisory district, or the best 12 in the county, are
sclected to be read by the writers for prizes at the county fair o
education day. The writer of the best essay in each school receives

a book as a prize. This has brought ahout a great mu‘r(\st in {he
‘English work in the schools.

Lamoure County, N. Dak. Laura B. Sandirson, Lamoure.—For my
entire term of- office, four and one-half years, I huve been pushing
the industrial contests among school children.  We have had corn,
potato, and sowing contests. The winners-at the county contest get
a free trip to the short course given at our State agrie ultural college.
Last fall I took 1Q there.

This yesr wo have added cantests in bread and butter making.
Weo age also holding an acre alfalfa contest for the larger boys. |
peesented this matter of alfalfa growing to the board of county com-
missioners, and they furnished meo seed for the boys. I felt that we
should introduce nothing but the best pure-bred sced, and so we
secured the best Grimm sced for these contests. Of course, we hopo
great things from’ this small beginning. For several yoars we car-
ried on county spelling” contests, tho winners gotting o freo trip to
the State contest held at tho Stato capital.

We have becn trying out.the plan of school credit for home work
in some of the good village and rural schools of the county and find
that it has worked out most successfully. Parents have approved

of this work from the start and have holpcd it along. In most cases
the school boards have furnished prizes, ulthough in a |fcw cascs
I have done it myself.

Kane County, Ill. E. A. Ellis, superintendent, oé’nm—puﬁng
the winter of 1912-13 about 135 boys enrolled as mombers of the
Kane County boys' corn club. Out of this number, 126 received

. their. a%ljgwance of seed corn and are worlnng their pnze acre this sym-

s Uil L. e
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mer. The shrinkago was duoe to the fact that some moved out, of the

Y county and some moved to town this spring, and therefore did not
have tho available land. The corn furdished the cluly was paid for
by the Kano County board of supervisors, who purchased 27 busfols
of tho bost-bred sced corn they could obtain at the rato of $5 per
bushel.  Each boy was allowod 16 cars, was [urnished with a seed
tester, and given instructions as to tho method of testing his corn,
It is hoped that through this ¢lub % large amount of very good seed
corn will be availablo for use throughout the county.

The Kane County girls’ sewing club was organized last yvear at the
same time as the boys’ corn club.  Each moember was given a Belding
sewing book, and cach sghool purchased a book on hand sewing les-

- sons. Each teacher was also furnishod with tho list of ontries which
are to bo exhibited at the Kane County fyrmors’ institute next yedr,
and the suggestion was made that sho diroct the sewing efforts of the

. girls along theso general lines.  Two hundred and twenty moembers
have enrolled in this work and are preparing tho material whicl they
are to send to the farmens' instituto. gluch of this work is dono at
home, and we find that where toachers take an intelligent interest
in directing the efforts of the girls they do a great deal of work
home and do it in a ereditable manner. i

Darws  County, Utah. Tlubert (. Burton, superintendent, 'Kays-
#le.—~This summer wo have a man continuously employed to do
club work and assist tho boys, girls, and parents in their homes.
In this werk he holds meetings to demonstrate thoe best methods of
preserving fruits and vegetables.  Tlere is one of his announceryents:

THeERE wirn Br A Caxxine DEMoNsTRATION °
which the mothers and daughters are urgently requested o attend, at
Auguer ..ol ,at 1 o'clock. .
The principlesd underlying the suceessiul preservation of vegetables and- fruit will
be demonstrated and explained. 1f you ean, bring & quart bottle, with rubber and
lid, and romething that you would like (o sco putup. If you bring fruit, b'ring sugar
to sweeten; if vegetableg, bring a teaspoouful of salt. . =
Tt is important that the girls in the canning club attend. We want 500 pints or
quarts by the girls for the county and State fairs. There were 68 presont at the
demonstration in Bountiful. Don’t miss this opportunity,
Rc?pevt,fully,

Monroe County, N. Y. W. W. Rayficld, district superi;ztcmlent,
Webster.—In my home town, through tho active support of a local
cannor, I have a tomato contest under way. Pupils must have been
in'school this year and be over 10 and under 18 yoars of age to enter
the contest. Each contestant must raise 300 plants and personally
care for them and deliver the crop. ‘Tomatoes are to be bought at .

~
'
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market prico and several prizes ranging from $5 to $50 are to be
awarded for tho best kept and most produictive crop raised. A com-
mittee of throe visit the plats and inspect thom.

> McCook County, S. Dak. C. A. Kaech, superintendent, Salem.—
Weo havo boen dovoting much timo and energy to the organization
of industrial contosts among the boys and girls of the county. In
1911 wo spent $100 for this purpose; in 1912, 8214: this yoar we ase
. offering prizes to tho amount of $225.  In 1911 and in 1912 this money
was appropriated by the board of county commissioners.  This year.
it was appropriated by them in accordance with a law passed by thie
legislaturo of this Stato. . ’
Just at presont we are erecting a county educational building on the
fair grounds at the county seat. The money for this purpose was ob-
tained from the school hoards and from the county commissioners.

Rour County, Towa. [ I5. Fuller, superintendent, Orange (ity.—
In Sioux County thero are 130 boys enrolled in the 1-aeroe corn con-
test, 23 girls in the gardening and canning contest, and 8 boys, and
girls in the poultry‘contest. To each corn competitor enough Silver
King soed is given for an acre. Tho winners in all contests recoive
free trips to the State Agricultural College at Ames. '

Waseca County, Minn. Harry C. V@f Loh,  superintendent,
Waseca.—Industrial work is carried on in nearly all of the gehools.
We find this a great incentive to keep the larger boys nn‘irl&in
school. Clubs are organized and at tho meetings work pertaining ©
to the welfaro of the clubs is taken up. A county bovs and girls’
industrial contest is held cach year. Work of the boys and girls is
also exhibited at the State fair.  Our main aim is to get attendance
and to keep this by making school life interesting. ‘ )

“Clinton. County, Ind. Marion W. Salmon, superintendent, Frank:
Jort.—Through the cooperation of tho teachors of the county we have
organized a bpys’ ~orn club of 70 members. Each member is culti-
vating an acro plat of corn under, the rules of the National and Statoe
contests. Tho boys aro interested and enthusiastic. Theve are
getting a great deal of first-hand knowledge of soils, plants, and how
they grow, kinds and neod of cultivation, besides tho socializing effect.

.of their moctings. They are developing interests that w“i\ll eventually

anchor them to the farm. . \ X

Pierce County, Wash. H. R. Cozx, su p‘grinten.dent, Tacoma.—In
addition to the regular scholastic wourk, we are enlarging upon the
agricultural and industrial work of the schools of the county.upon the
plan started last year, and are now working with the State ¢rganiza-

" tion of the boys’ and girls’ agricultural and industrial contest.* The

county is now divided into 24 districts for local school fairs for vege-
- . tables, flowers, handwork, etc. The schools are gaining in nterest -

<2 - and enthusiasm along these lines. y
e CAGN A R L N e | R, ey ~
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Somerset County, Pa. D. W. Seibert, su pemntendent, Somersel.—I
think we secured a helpful school sentiment by means of our work in
agriculture andshousehold arts which wo organized and encouraged
through the rural and graded schools.  Last year wo had noarly,2,000 .
exhibits of articlesmado and grown by some of the 16,000 chidren
enrolled in the schools of the county.  The contest was held in a’large -
assembly room of the courthouse during the county instituto for
teachers. It seemingly addod new lifo.and interest to the wholo
public-school problem. Many children who perhaps have never beon
recognized or praised for excellonce through this means were brought
to realizo thet they could do things worth while, .

Pulaski County, Ind. 1I. L. Rogers, Winamac.——Wo have had 8y
boys’ corn club for four years, and the results are astonishing.  In the
four years over 1,600 boys have taken up the work ; 65 different boys
have boen giveh a free trip to Purdue University for one week during
the short course, and 36 boys have heen taken to Chicago to the
stock show.  Other prizes have been offered also. - A class of boys.
will be taken to Purdue again this year, and ond boy will be sent to
Washington, D. (. A poultry club was organized this spring. :

Mercer County, Pa. 1. E. McConnell, superintendent, Mercer.—
This year wo have 144 boys raising corn. = We havé nine high-school
corn clubs, with an envollment of 57 boys and 2 girls; cach contestant
is {o raiso 1 acro of corn. Then wo hdve 85 boys warking-a quarter
acre.  Prizes aro given in each contest. This work was startod by
the county superintendent.  Mercer County is fortunate in having a
county agrienlturist who tries to visit the boys oneo each month and
to mako their work worth while. '

Our girls also have a part.  Wo have 115 girls in a bread-making
contest. Much illtcroﬁt is being manifestediin both contests.

Fourth district, Saratoga County, N. Y. [Ida . Swiith, superin-

“tendeat, Saratoga Springs.-—Instead of sending a report of her own

work as superintendent, Miss Smith sent the following papor, written
by Miss Florence Bootly, teacher of district No. 9, in Greenfield Town-
ship.  Tho report gives an account of Miss Booth's work at the school
of which she is prineiqaal: ,' ' = - .,

TyprovEM ENT or ScHoalL BUuiuhiNG axn Groexns.
Al o
° BUCCESS' UUE TO COOPERATION OF PARENTS AND TEACHEL.

It scema to be & poplilar idea among parents, especially in rural districts, that
anything is good enongh fog a schoolhouses Thoy say that a child dues not nolico its
surroundings and has no thought if its school environment. This, however, is a
mistaken idea, and I feelthat I have so proved it to the community where I am located.

-- When school opened for the fall term in 1912 the building and grounds were in fair
condition. us far as repairs are concerned, but the interi(zr wag a most uninviting place.
The walls, which were rough and newly patched, were calcimined a dingy rose color,
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with a dull brick-red border. The ceiling was a pale blde pnd thickly coated with

amokaq, while the woodwork was a neutral stone color. The window shades were a

yellowish green, full of cracks, thusletting the sun pour into the room all day. One

of the blackboards was made of threc wide boards painted black; the other waswmerely
- a #pace on the front wall which had boen given a coat of black paint. The furniture
was in fair condition, except that the desks were both double and single. A good box

stove furnished heat, and there wasa fine bookcase and teacher's desk. .

During the first week of achoul I talked with the pupils about what we could do 1o
beautify our schoolhouse, and then T began to make my plans. The first was to
organize a *“‘sunshine club.”” Membership in this club 'was a reward of merit. The
pupils were required to come to school with nails clean, teeth brushed, and hairneatly

. combed.  The opject of the club was to promote a love for nature and the beantiful,

to make school hours pleasant and happy, and to lead to a desire for better surround-
ings. The meetings were held each Friday afternoon, providing the week had been a
successful oue; otherwise classes were held as usual. These afternoons were
devoted entirely’ to music. stories, poems, drawing, sewing, and handiwork. The
work done at the club was with the idea in view of future decorations. The first
addition, one made by the district, was a fine slate blackboard, a long shelf fur plants
and a shorteronein the entry for water pail and washbasin.

When the club was well under way I began making calls among the inhabitants of

" the district and visited every family and home. .I thus became acquainted with the
hdme conditions, and in this fact, I atn sure, lics the secret of a teacher’'s miccess,

There must be a friendly spirit betweon parents and the teacherand a a{virit. of cooper-

ation, if aschool is to be succeéssful.

I next started the plan of hqldmg sociables to raise money to redecorate the walle.
These have been a complete success, and were held at the various homes of the
parents.

The choice ¢f wall paper fell upon a sun-proof green, with xertxml lines of white.
The ceiling, which is carried down 18 inches on the side walls, isWwhite, with a stone-

. colored design. Thiadrop“was finished with a green and gilt band. Thus decorated,

. ¥the room hasa very light sppearance.  When the question of hanging the paper came
up, the trustee and I decided to do the work and thus smve the expense of hiring.

After this was domne the school de¢ided to have another social and mise money to
purchaae new shades. Theae were' chosen to carry out the color scheme and dark
green ones were bought. I then hung eash curtains and the room looked, as one man
exprossed it, ‘'like a little parlor,”’ and all at an expense of less than $12 beside our
work.

The next thing to be done was to clean up the gmundq By working together
noons we piled tho wood neatly, raked the lawn, and burnt the brush and refuse.
We finished by planting three trecs and some shrubs on Arbor Day. Ve had a great
deal of pleasure doing the outdoor work, and the chxldren felt that they wero really. l
doing something. :

.After these things were tiken care of we began to plan for a ' covered :water tank to
tako the place of the uncovered pail. This tank was supplied by the district, and
: ™ each child ohtained a cup for himself. The tank was placed in the entry, upon the i
shelf mentioned before. Ncar-by I hung a emall mirror and a comb case, with comD |
attached. With the addition of a bagin and asap dish, the corner has been complgte,
except for mnitary towels, which we hope to have in the near future. ‘

We thon took the*handiwork made at our meetings of the club, such as chains,

-, &Japunese lantérns, calendars, etc., and hung them at intervals across the room, the

" calendars makmg good decorations for the walls, wgether with the pictures which I

_ supplied. .

.oy The ladt thmgwodxdthpupnngmtogowthe woodnforfomwhlch make fine
BT ”‘plnnu for achool, and e be obtained eualyin spy rural district. * Y g Vi
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We have often invited the mothers to come to school, and they come, sometimes
halfa dozen at a time. These parents, with the exception of two families, are German
farmers, many of whom speak very broken English. I was fortunate enough ta speak

German, imperfectly, to be sure, but enough to talk wijth them. We have become

good friends, for I also lend them books in their mother tongue and teach their chil-
dren the German songs, which are very dear to them. They have helped willingly
in every way they could affprd and best of all is that it is *‘onr schoolhouse,'’ because
all have helped to make it what it is now. The children are happy and contented,
and show their appreciation by 1)nngmg many flowers and_plants to school.

All this has not been brought about without opposition and many discouragementd,

but if a teacher with & real desire to better conditions goes along smilingly, a little at
a time, she can work wonders. We now have a building that we are proud of. and it
is due to the spirit of friendliness and cooperation between the teacher, pupils, pu.
ents, officers, and the entire community,

A little leadership is all that is necessary to accomplish what we have done, and
every teacher is capable of being a leader. In all communifiea the teacher, if she
does her duty. is respected and lookeyl up to, and I am sure that with a little of the
right spirit on her part the success which we have had will come to her and her achool.

A 4
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES.

Myra L. Ingalebe, Hartford, N. Y .. district superintendent in Wash-
ington County, reports that school children under her supervision very
much enjoyed correspondenco with school children of more than 20
foreign countries. The plan of their letter exchange work is as fol-
lows: : -

1. Pupils select country and town or cn\' with which they wish to
open correspondence. e '

2. Letters written, pictures and souvenirs inclosed. o

8. Reacher writes a letter to the teacher of the foreign town or city
to which the letters of pupils are to be sent.

4. Wrap the above letter sccurely in a parcel and address the same
as follows: )

To any I-lnglinlh-spgaking teacher,

.-yt - -

5. Tcachor writes a sccond letter’ addrcssod to lho poatmastor of

the chosen town or city. Said letter contains a request that.the

mcloscd parcol of letters bo handed to any English-speaking tdacher
in the given town or city. This lottef is placed upon the aforesaid
parcel and the mcrea.ud parcel again securaly wrappcd and addressed
to

' Postmatter,
N 0o 0o db 0o 0o oo ca oo op oa

P -

C. W. Tillibridge, Smethport, Pa. supennlendcnt of McKean Counly, '
haa been publishing for the past olght years a school paper. Thete

are four nymbers per year and all teachers and school directors
receive freo copies. . The subsonpuon price taq. pupﬂs is 10 cents per ;.
AL . The subscnpuon lxat edl,200 l Jyear. L -

73
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In Douglas County, Colo., during the vear 1912-13 the schools con-
ducted successfully a ‘“herd record contest in dairy work.”
In Laurens County, Ga., several schools are cultivating 1-aero fields
of corn. The children in each school cultivate their acre in common,
wcordmg to the best instructions §r corn growing in Georgia. The °
purpose is to teach proper methods of corn cultivation, and the profits

from the sale of the corn will be expended by teachers and pupils for
needed school improvements.

In Northampton County, Va., 1,200 peoplé belong to the school
improvement leagues of the several schools. In 1912-13 the leagues
raised more tRan $6,000. :

Sumner County, Tenn., conducted 30 night schools for adults in
the fall of 1912. In t,hese schools 300 illiterates were taught to read
and write. Of this numb?r, some were 75 years old. “

Henry and Tuiggs Counties, Ga., have begun a system of volunteer
medical inspection of school chlldren

C. 1. Kingsbury, Mezxico, N. Y., superintendent of the fourth dlq-
trict of Oswego County, last year completed arrangements for free
operations on the school chxldren of his district for adenoids and
tonsils.

In Praire View, Ark., the principal of the publxc qchool induced the
pupils and patrons of the school to rent 12 acres of ground and grow
cotton on it for.the benkfit of the school. The venture was successful,
as more than $200 was cleared for school improvements.

Brown County, Tez., recently held a successful clean- -up, contest.
The superintendent reports that 40 of the 65 schools of the county
entered the contest and that thousands of dollars’ worth of work that \
had been needed for many years was done. A permanent organiza-
tion, ““The Brown County school betterm: t league,” was one of the .
rmults of the contest, '

In Snohomisk County, Wash., some of the topics studied and dis- .
‘cussed last year by the principals’ club were the new education,
centralization of the rural schools, medical inspec(ion in the public
schools, sex hygiene, and the juvenile court.

In. Williamsburg County, 8. C., one.of the schools gives,three periods

"8 week to theoretical and practacal dairy work. Two cows, one of

"the ordinary t’}pe and one of-the best type, are kept in the school

.. barn. A comparison of records of the two cows is made monthlv

L. - for the benefit of the pupils. The dairy produce is sold at market
: value

-Supt. C. M. Dammr, of Gaaoonade Oounty,-ﬂo, in hm annua.l

", ,report records the experience of all of the 77 teachers in the county

- The record shows each teacher’s grnde of certificate, years of semee,

5. SR l“ig_ﬂe%&;x;;%dxi \‘;\hnq N ? -
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und salary for each year. Such a report ‘makes known the names of
those teachers who move every year with possibly no increase in
sulary. .

Berks County, Pa., has & county teachers’ veteran association com-

25 years or longer. There are 56 m ers, 46 men and 10 wqmen.
The president of the association is Johh G. Dengler, who has taught
52 years, 40 years in one schdol. The association holds an annual
meeting at the time of the county institute.

In Haskell County, Tez., the superintendent publishes a school
paper called the Haskell (‘ount) School News.

In Harrison County, Ind., the course of study for the hlgh schools
emphasizes forestry and t,ree planting. Before any pupil shall be
issued & grade in botany he must have complied with the following:

Each individual pupilshall planta tree upon the school yard or other public grounds,
by the roadside or in some place where the tree may be of public benefit. The tree
may be a shade tree, forest tree, or fruit tree, but it must be fummhed with some pro-
tection and carefully and scientifically choson and transplanted.

After the treo is planted each pupil is required to direct a letter to the county super-
intendent of schools doscribing his tree and place of planting, giving ressons for
selecting the particular tree and place, and telling what protoc tion the transplanted
tree has been given.

Itisthe purpose of this roquirement to have a thyifty, growing tree of public benefit
to the people of the county for every boy and pirl who passes through the high schools
of the county.

In Danville, (Fa., as an adjunct to the corn-club movement, the
school girls orgumzod & cotton club for the purpose of promoting the
study of the cotton plant, improving its type, increasing its yield,
and bringing*about more pleasant social relations among girls that
live and work on the farm.

Island County, Wash., has tried the teachers’ cottage and found it "
helpful in retaining good teachers and in developing the community-
center idea.

The superintendent of this county also reports that the placing of
talking machiges in many rural schools has brought much happiness
to little peopl lysolnted from good music.

In Montgomery County, N.Y ., one of the granges, desiring that the
local teacher better equip herself for teaehing agriculture and domestic
science, voted an appmpriation toward the expenses of the teacher
in taking a summer course in agnculture and lousehold arts in.
Cornell University.

In Oconto County, Wis., during 1912-13, 50 schools used Babcock
milk testers from oné to four months each; 33 schools owned the
testers,” while 17 used borrowed ones; 30 of the schools kept. m11k
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