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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. °

0

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
BuRreaUG OF EDUCATION,

~ : Washington, June 20, 1914.
Srr: Among the greatest needs of the rural schools of the Uhnited
States is that of better houses. Most of the older houses are cheap,
ugly, uncomfortable, insanitary, badly ventilated, poorly heated and
lighted, with no conveniences for school work, and with inadequate
and filthy teilets and privies, or with none. In many places aban-
doned churches and cabins no longer fit for use as homes are given
over-to the schools, somewhat as outgrown, outworn, and cast-off

clothing is given to paupers. -
Since the beginning of the recent revival of interest in rurgd schoojs
millions of dolleks have been expended annually for country school-
_houses, and expenditures for this purpose have grown larger from
year to yoar. Some of the newgr buildings are large and relatively
costly, but many, probably most, of them are built with little or
no reference to architectural appearance, to the local needs, or to
tho “principles of sanitation and the health requirements of growing

children. ' : '
Schoolhouses are not only the templgs which we erect to the god of
childhood; they are hlso the homes of our children for a large part
. of the day through the most plastic yecars of their/lives, the years
in which they aro most responsive to impressions of beauty or of
ugliness, and when their environment is, therefore, most important.
Thesc houses should, therefore, be planned-and built not only with
the feeling of reverence with which all temples and other sacred
buildings aro erected, but also with that care for health, comfort,
and ‘conveniencohich We exercise in the building of our homes. It

is cconomic waste of ‘W:t type to spend annually hundreds of

\

millions of dollars in. mohey for schools and hundredg of millions
moro in the tirn® of children-ind then fail of the best results because -~
< of bad construction and poor equipment of schoohouses. It is worse
than cconomic waste to destroy the health and lives of children * -
through' failure to observe simple and well-known sagitary laws. |
Tho places to which children come to gaip preparation and strength

for life and its duties should not prove to be hotbeds fof the seeds of
disease and de#th. The school improvement leagues of, the Southern
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States have taken for their motto—'‘ For our schools: Health, Com-
fort, and Beadty.” This might well becomo the motto for all who -
have to do with the planning and building of schoolhouses.

Within the last twenty-five years thero has been & remarkable
improvement in the school buildings of citics and large towns and in the
buildings for county and township high schools. Many of these now
approach the ideal. A bulletgg of this bureau, American School-
houses, issued in 1910, has had a wide circulation and has proved very
helpful to school boards and architects. The eagerness with which
it was received, and the continued requests which come to this office
for it, indicate botX the necd and demand for it. Thero has been an
even greater nced for similar help for school officials and others
responsible for the building of schoolhouses of one, two, three, or, |
four rooms in rural communitics. To give this help the manuscript
transmitted herowith has been prepared by Dr. Fletcher B. Dresslar,
special agent of the Burcau of Education and professor in the George
Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville, Tenn., with tho cooperation
of the joint committee of the National Council of Education and the
American Medical Association on health problems in education,
which committee accepted the material of this manuscript and sub-
mitted it as its report to the National Education Association at its
meeting in Salt Lake City on July 7, 1913. The manuscript is the
result of careful and prolonged study of rural school architecture
with constant reference to cconomy and the highest degres of utility.

I recommend that it be published as a bulletin of the Bureau of
Education.

Respectfully submitted.

‘ P. P. CLaxTON,
Commisstoner,

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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INTRODUCTION. )
. (Report on Health Problems by a Joint Committee of the National Oou.ydl
' of Education and the American Medical Association.]
. o o B

In 1911 the National Council of Education appointed a committee
on health problems in education. From the time of its appointment
this committeo has worked in cooperation with & special committee

_ of the American Medical Association, and thé fund available for the
work of these health committees has consisted of small appropriations
from the 'National Education Association and an equal amount

. appropriated each year by the American Medical Association.

At the meeting of the department of superintendence of the
National Education Association, held in St. Louis in February, 1912,
a general report on health problems in the schools of the United States
was presented and discussed. _

At the meeting of the National Education Association in Chicago,
July, 1912, the topic ‘‘Sanitation of Rural Schools” was selected for
the two committees inentioned for theit special study. N

During the spring of 1913 a field secretary, employ®dd by the two
committees acting -as a-joint committee, made a careful statistical
and photographic survey of about 100 rural schools in four Eastern
States. This information has been placed at the disposal of Dr.’
F. B. Dresslar, to be used, in addition to the extensive body of material
which he has gathered, in the preparation of a special bulletin on
country schoolhouses. ' L

The following ‘general propositjons have been approved by.the
joint committee of the National Council of Education and of the
American Medical Association: s o

It is the conviction of the joint committee that there is no more

‘important health problem in education then that which relates to the
sanitation.of the rural schools. © :

The gne-room country school is the oldest and most primitive type
of school in this country. o )

More than half theschool children of the United States are educated,

"inruralschools. , | X ’ A o

“The gountry-school child needs a healthful environment quite as-
¥ much as the city child. ' g
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In general, good architecture and odJ sanitation have been much
more carefully studied and much moré frequently secured in the
school of the city than in theschool of thé country, but the sanitation
of the rural school is in exery respect as important as the sanitation
of the vity school. \

The problems are at, bottom identical. Both the city child and the
‘country child need fresh air aud good light and clean, wholesoms, and
attractive surroundings ; but the methods of securing these educational
‘essentials are somewhat different in city and country.

A schoolhouse without an adequate playground is an educat.xon&l '
deformity nd & gross injustice to, childhood,

Negleot of anything essential for health in-construction, materials,
arrangement, and eqmpment of the country-school buﬂdmg is an
educational sin of omission, if not & social and civic crime. .

- The expense of the things which really affect the health of the pupil
in school should be estimated in terms of child life, child health, and
human efficiency, and only for convenience be redyced to doll
and cents.-

The foﬂowing features are considered most important for satis-
factory sanitation of the rural school:

" 1. Good air.

(a) Supplied abundantly from outdoors in all weather.

(®) Not warmer than 68° F. in cold weather. .
~ (¢) Heated (but not oyerheated) and kept in moderate motion by -’
the operat.lon of a )acket.ed stove or a properly arranged furnace
heater.

' Outdoor air is the most valuable tonic known to man, and acts
constantly not only through the lungs, but as a continuous air bath
affecting the entire surface ¢f the body. Ventilation is therefore
the mbst important feature in the sanjtation of the school. A vitiated
a.tmosphereYO wers the vitality, increases the susceptibility to and the
severity of disease, and decroases the physical working power of the

.individual. Although it does not produce sudden death, 1t inevi-

tably shortens life.
3 1I. Cleanliness~Cleanliness not only exerts a powerful mﬂuenoe
i upon physical health, but also produces important effects almost
. directly upon minds and morals.
- 1II. Water, pure and abunda
% (6) Water should be as free, as healt.h-gmng, and as. qvula.ble as
* . the air, '
#.. * (3) A sanitary drinking fountain should be furnishéd in every rural
“l. . &é‘ S . Y .

»

; '\ 5 = v FRS
3 ’ . L -~
~ *
" - : T : e

+ ’
, r;—’“_(é mg ‘,”‘-;-;v al\‘ v;‘d{




H

INTEODUOTION, : 8

IV. Disposal of sewage.—Provisions for toilet accommodations*and
sewage disposal in every rural school should satisfy all essential sani-,
tary requirements.

V. Lighting. :

(@) Light should be abundant and effectively controlled.

(3) Windows should be located at left or at left and rear of the
schoolroom; they should extend to the ceiling and provide & lighting
area equal to one-fifth to one-fourth of the floor area.

(¢) Light should be controlled by double shades. ‘

(d) Direct sunlight should have access, if possxble, to every school-
., room some time during the day.

V1. Hygienic furniture, books, and materials.

(@) Desks and seats, whether fixed or movable, should be indi-
vidual, separate, ad]ustable, clean.

(b) Books and other materials should not only be sanitary, but

qhould be attractive enough to stunulate‘a who]esome response from
. the pupils.

' VII. Screening against insects.—Mosquitoes may convey germs
of malaria and yellow fever. Flies may convey germs of typhoid,
tuberculosis, infantile paralysis, and perhaps other diseases. Fleas

may convey bubotic plague. Ticks may convey Rocky Mountain -

fever. Every schoolhouse and privy should. be effcctively screened
against mdsquitoes and flies. .
VIII. Location, site, surroundings, and grounds.

(a) With reasonable regard for the geographic center of the com-

munity, the rural school should be located on a site that,is (1) well
drained and away from stagnant water; (2) free from troublesome

nqise, unpleasant outlooks, or air contamination; (3) protected 80

far as possible, from unfavorable weather condmons

(3) School grounds should provlde sufficient spaoo for play and

games, \

IX. Cooperative work. ——Samtat,lon of the rural school requires not
oply a-healthful building and well-kept grounds, but intelligent and.
conscientious cooptration on the ‘part of teacher and pupils for the
preservation and improvement,/where possible, of all thie health values
in the school and the school syrroundings. -

X. Social and moral welfare—Thé arrangements and equipment of

the rural schdol should not*$aly coniarve-m every vital way physical
hoalth, but should also favor inall fyndamental partitulars the social
and moral welfare of all the pupils. The rural school is the most
. effective agency fof influencing standards of gountry life.

The followmg are some of thJTbeasons for the present dep]orable
e oondmons in rural schoothduses:

(8) Low architectural andxmut&ry st.mdndl in rural mglom gom\

' erdly throughoht the country
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+ (b) Ignorance regarding the physical and morsl offects of unattrac- "
tive and insanitary school buildings upon the children and upon the
community as a whole.

(¢) Falsé economy expressed by local school boards in failure to
vote enough money to build and _naintain suitable school-planta.

(d) Lack of State supervision or assistance, which is usually/
noacessary to maintain desirable standards.

Some important influences that are effective for obtaining and pre-
serving the sanitary and other valuable features of rural schools are
suggested:

(a) Assistance of the United States Bureau of Education and of the .
State departments of education in furnishing plans and instructions
for construction and equipment of rural schod bu idings. TheBureau
of Edubation in Washington is already supplying on request help of
this kind, and a few State dopartments are demonstrating what may
be done by supervision and support which aids without restricting,

(5) Supervision of rural schools by State departments of education
with power (1) to condemn insanitary and wholly unsuitable build-
ings; (2) to give State aid to rural schools when the local authorities
fuifill certain desirable and reasonable conditions.

(¢) Inculcation of high standards of school sanitation in the minds

. of both local school patrons and of school authorities who control
school funds and who administer the affairs of the schools. Public
lectures in the schoolhouses on health topics.

- (@) Introduction of effective school health courses in normal schools
and teachers’ institutes. Better education of rural school teachers,
county superintendents, and rural school sppe}visors in the principles -
and practice of school hygiene and sanitation?

(e) Arousing the enthusiasm of rural school pupils for the improve-

. ment and care of everything in the school and its surroundings that

affects health and happiness. Development among pupils of organiza-

tions such as ‘“‘Pupils’ boards of health,” ‘Civic leagues,” and

‘‘Health milities,” for actual constructive effort.

S (f) Cooperation with the rural school of organizations like the

5 = ~ granges, womeén’s clubs, county medical societies, and other groups

g@ 8o situated that they may further the cause of health and efficiency in

5;3;‘ the school. - : : _

" {9) Populareducation by attractive and reliable health information

an the public prees. ‘ " o

2 - () Introduction of social demonstration of sanitary school stand-

ards and improvements by voluntary or pald demonstrators.
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their appreciation of tho valued counsel and cooperation of the United
States Bureau of Education.

This bulletin has been approved and adopted by the ]omt. CcOom:-
mittee as its general report on ‘' The Sanitation of Rural Schools.”

INTRODUCTION. ' 5
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RURAL SCHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS.

N
By Frercmer B. Dazssiaz.

Chapter L.

SOME CONDITIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES IN RURAL

LIFE.

~——

The main purpose of this bulletin is to offer suggestions with- refer-
ence to the construction of rural school buildings, especially from the
sanitary and educational point of view. Before discussing the main
topic, however, it is desirabie to consider briefly the rural school as

/" it should relate itself to the community, for the nature of this relation

will have definite bearings on the size of the grounds, the construction
of buildings, and their general utility.

Rural life in the United States is in many respects different from
that of any other country and especially that of continental Europe.
There is prabably more isolation in farm life in this country than in
any other progressive country of the world, unless it be in parts of-
the Canadian northwest. The European ‘farmer lives, as a rule, in
a village and goes to and from his farm daily. The village church,
the public garden, and the public hallg give him opportunities for

* society and fellowship during his leisure hours. Cooperation, com-

penionship, and social solidarity bring satisfaction and contentment,

Such opportunities are not to be had in many of our rural communities
at any cost. -

- The houses of most American farmers haye not resulted from careful
planning, either with referenre to beauty or convenience, and least -
of all. with due regard to the joys of life. They were built to meet
temporary needs. Habit has fastened upon our rural communitiss

“such types a8 were thus developed, and these types persist long after
the financial ability to build better and more besutiful homes has

been soquired.’ It is not more expensive houses that are needed, ;.-
- but ‘more intelligently planned homes, those which will ‘contributs -
. greater joy, comfort, and healthfulness to the family. Many fariers -
 havornade the blunder of building expetisive houses with Tittle thought
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and pleasure. One farmer of this type, after saving and adding to
his original farm until he owned 800 acres of very valuable land,
recently buikt a big house. The house has no bath rooms, no central
heating plant, no labor-saving methods of lighting, no water supply,
no kitchen conveniences, no sleeping porches, no sanitary toiléts, no
laundry. Is it any wonder that his sons have gone to town to work
in & shop or that his only daughter has préferred the life of a stenog-
rapher? A library was not thought of; opportunities for games
and recreation never entered into consideration ; and yet the amount
of money expended in the construction of this house would have
purchased these things and a more beautiful and usable house as
well.

Many country people have failed to grow away from unhygienic
practices about the home simply because there were no near neigh-
bors to object to unwholesome conditions. Conditions wholly per-
missible, and even good, in a sparse settlement may become highly
undesirable with the presence of greater numbers. The fact that
there are few neighbors to view his back yard has kept many a farmer
colivious Yo the educational and moral significance of cleanly sur-
roundings. o , -

Here is a whole series of problems to which the country schools
‘should address themselves. It will be a better sort of education for
the children to use part of their time in considering how the farm
home.may be made more attractive, satisfying, and sanitary, than~
to use all their time on subjects which touch their life only incidentally.

On the other hand, farm life in our country has many elements
of strength in it, and upon these elements we must build. In general
it is & healthful life. Fresh air, hard work, with rest days scattered
all through the year, plenty of food, and direct contact with nature
have produced strong bodies possessing great resistance. The evil
babits of dissipation have not fastened themselves upon country
people a8 a class; and, despite many insanitary conditions, the death

" rate in the country. districts is probably lower for all contagious dis--
eases save four (typhoid fever, hookworm disease, influenza, and
whooping cough) than in the cities. Vigorous health is the most
effective weapon with which to fight against disease.

The claim has been made that the highest type of character can
not. develop in the country; that the stress and strain of city life are
needed. to purify, refine, and spiritualize. Be this as it may, it is
‘cartainly true that:the foundation upon which the highest types of

" human character can be developed requires the training and develop-

: ment incident to kife in the courfiry. ‘No foundation for learning and

<~ character is safely builded if it does not include in ite elements that

[ "-L» first-hand Jmowledge of nature snd. things, that many-sided training
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country life emphasizes in such a positive and natural way. Most of

the men and women whoi have enriched our national life and whose

memories we revere have had just such early training and develop~

ment as our country life afforded. On this basis of insight and,
initiative they were able to enter into the life of a city and utilize its

special opportunities, and yet abstain from its degrading influences.

It would be false, however, to attempt to picture country life as
free from all difficulties and discomforts, or to umagine that the only
thing necessary to get the most out of life is to go to farming. The
best of all things have never been brought together at any one spot
nor included in any one calling. Many thihgs which the city has are
vastly superior to anything of like kind in the country; but it is just
this need for bettering conditions that should stir all who are -really
seeking to reveal t4 our rural communities the possibilities of country
life. Country life must be made more enticing, more beautiful, and
more joyous. : '

The field of service of the country school must include the general
needs and longings of country people. The rural schools must set
themselves to the task of creating a more satisfying educational

fellowship in country communities. They must bring people to-
’ gether for the sake of comradeship and for the sak:;u;? community
interests. They must teach the economic, social, hygienic, and relig-
ious importance of civic unity and civic righteousness. They must
make it plain to all the people that this is an agp of cooperation and
that we can not live unto durselves without limiting our own happiness
and endangering the success of others.

The public school 18 the only institution in which all are interested
and through which all may.cooperate. The schoolhouse door must
swing open freely for all who would work for the public good, and
the schoolhouse must be so constructed as to invite to its shelter all
who seei for a larger visibn in anything and everything-that may con-
_ tribute to the community welfare. Above the door of every rural

schoolhouse in this land some such legend as the following should be

inscribed and through the work of patrons and teacher its sentiment

be woven into the fiber of the people: This building is dedicated to the

service of this community and to the common cause of a better life for'all.
40742°—Bull. 12—14—2




Chaptsr II. -

“RELATION OF THE' COUNTRY-SCHOOL PROGRAM TO
" THE COUNTRY-SCHOOL EQUIPMENT.

Tt is clear frbm cven the brief analysis of country conditions in
the preceding chapter that the rural sehool has-beforo it a larger and
more purposcful program than it is now undertakmg There are
opportunitic3 for a new and difficult service, and these must be-
seized and utilized effectively if the country schoo]' is t6 measure up
+ to the nceds and demands of a prosperous and satisfying country life.
What, then, are the requisites for the realization of this preparation
for worthy service ¢

THE TEACHER.

1. Teachers for ruml schools should be better and more specifically _
prepared for their work. A sad mistake is made both by the State”
and the community when the intellectual and moral guidance of the
children is intrusted to those who themselves have gone little further
elong the paths of learning than-the more advanced pupils whom they
are called to instruct. A teacher whose knowledge of the facts and
processes of learning is meager and sterile can not bring to any
comraunity, especialiy to a rural community, that lively interest -ad

husiasm which will thoroughly commend her work. Before the

al school can reach its highest usefulness the standard of scholar-'
ship demanded by the State for teachers of such schools must be
" raised 80 that they will have at least a wider and more critical
knowledge of the common branches of learning. But there are other
" importamt considerations in the preparation of a rural-school teacher.
He or she must khow more about country life and country work. A ﬂ
girl brought up in a city, cducated in & oity, and adjusted to city
life, bhas no real understanding of the problems of a country school.
eral custom of making rural schools in effect training schools
for ose who aspire to teaching as a profession is most unfortunate. -
* The normal schools of the country are partly to blame for this
~ ‘vondition. Very few of them attempt to address themselves to the
+ specific task of thoroughly preparing teachers to meet in & large way
" the responsxbxhuea of the work of teaching in a rural school. Of .
I %n}y norma achopls, mst.ead of. wisely deoldmg to. lnmt. their

: -Iq mdemrl to’ the prapa.ratmon og elemant.ary ‘tehokiers, 'are dividing




o o .

!" _& ) ﬁ. 5 5 - = P— __'T.""vﬁ:

THE COUNTRY-SOHOOL EQUIPMERT. 11

AN
their energies, mixing up their curricula, and spreading their work . -
* over such varied fields that nothing inténsive and specifically vital
is done. In general, normal schools should not undertake to train
teachers for both secondary and elementary schools. They should
devote their time either to high-school work or to elementary-school
work, exclusively. Some normal schools in every State ought to
give their time and efforts strictly to the training of rural-school o
teachers, and their whole curriculum should be centered about the
needs and opportunities in rural schools; others should devote their
time to the training of teachers for city schools; and still others, if-
* there exists no better agency for this purpose, should dedicate their
energies to the work of training teachers for secondayy schools. o

It has been said that one brought up in a city and thoroughly
adjusted to city life has no real understanding of.the problems of a
country school. On the other hand, when such persons have specific
training for country-school work and are possessed of ability to make
the most of their environmonts, they are often more efficient than -
those born and reared in the country. The latter are habituated to
the routine of country life, and they are often thereby prevented
from seeing things from a diffevent point of view. City experience
and the educational and social refinements generally associated with
it will be of very great service if, in addition, life in, the country is
thoroughly understood and its spirit appreciated.

The purpose here, however, is not to outline in detail all that &
country-school teacher should know about country life, but merely to
call attention to those phases of her preparation that have a bearing
on the sort of schoolhouse and grounds that must be furnished for her.

The rural school teacher should have a liberal knowledge of the
science and art of agriculture, for this is the paramount economio
interest in the country. A thorough and practical knowledge of
agriculture will help & tescher who has any power of imagination
to see things not as they are, but as they should be. Whenever &
country-school teacher says, ‘‘This community is so backward and
80 set in its ways that I can do nothing” she shows that she is not
liberally educated in the best sense of the term, The chief trouble
with the teaching of agriculture in our country schools is that the
teachers kmnow next .to nothing about the real thing. They may
have a smattering of book knowledge, but if they have no power. to

- apply it to the conditions in their community their knowledge will

count for naught. There are teachers who can talk volubly of the -
growing of corn, but who would be unable to select the best ear
from a bushel, or to test, in any conclusive way, its germinating _.
power. There are feachers who can expatiate on the value of. -
~ leguminous plants but'who could not, in the open, distinguish alfalfa.
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12 / ' RUBAL 8CHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS, ! ‘ ‘
On the assumption that it is possible to get teachers who do koow,
how can they successfully teach agriculture in # country school with
no ground to prepare or to cultivate? The average country-school
lot is not one-tenth large cnough, and even school lots that are large
enough are generally ill-adapted to agriculture. A few teachers have
had sufficient imagination and initiative to rent or borrow a plat of
land =adjoining _the achoolhouse and td do some real farming and

teaching thei@ ~ R
Three acres of ‘arable land connected with a rural school could be
made to pay a good profit, not only as a laboratory for teaching
purposes but in actual money returns. The reader is possibly saying
to himself: ‘‘This is all theory, for crops, must be made during vace-
tion, and then the teacher is gono and thers is no one to look after
them.” But suppose the' teacher has impressed the people with the
fact that she knows, and is there for a real purpos6 besides drawing
her salary? She will then jspend part of the winter months. deter-
miniog ‘what is best to do with that plat of ground; what will give -
the best educational and financial returns to the commanity; what
preparation the soil will need; and what seeds are to be selecied and
tested. Suppose she thus plans during the winter the work and
cultivation to be carried on during thayacation, makes out a definite
- program, and then appeals to the lar}' boys and girls and also to
‘the men and women of her community to voluntoer to carry out the
work as directod ? sicre is & chance for & new kind of ““Corn club;” |
& chance to work for the common good and not simply for ane’s
self; both kinds of club are needed. Here is a chance also for a ‘
community ‘‘Tomato club”’ to bo undertaken for the benefit of the ]
school and with resultant benefit to the individual. Each of these ‘
cooperative efforts ‘could and would bring social contacts and social
pleasures of the kind the country noeds.
There is & rural school ‘‘farm” in North Carolina where & plan
very similar to the one here suggested has been of such influence on
. the neighborhood that youngz women who hgd never before thought
of working in the field euvered into this sprt of community labor with, «
great zest and with a sense of new-found joy. : ’
‘““What will you do with the money from school crops?” Devote -
it to the interest of the school. Buy baseballs, tennis rackets, and
tennis balls; paint the schoolhouse; build sanitary toilets; ‘build a
‘neighborhood clubhouse; buy a piano or an organ for the school;
buy books for the whole community to use; equip manual-training
- and domestio-science rooms; lengthen the school term; ihcrease the
. teachers salary. . - _ o o
:i- 7 All this has been said muinly for the purpose of reenforcing the
;" sppeal for larger and better grounds for rural schools from the point
;, of view of social service axid of the sotual needs of community teachs. °.
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THE QOUNTRY-SOHOOL BQUIPMENT. 18

ing. There are other reasons why school grounds should be larger;
these will appear in the chapter on the location of country school-
houses. It is enough to indicate here that even if we had teachers -
specifically prepared to do what the country schools need, neither the
grounds nor the buildings are adequate. A new and-broader pur-
pose for country schools demands a new sort of equipment in grounds
and buildings, and it is hopedt that this bulletin may suggest at
least some of the necessary changes.

THE CURRICULUM.

The fundamental tools or 1mplements of education are com-
pnsed in & knowledge of readmg, writing, and mathematics, and a
good contro] of the mother tongue. All the rest may be acquired by
use of these and by orderly observation. One who can not count -
and calculate with precision is unable to deal effectively with the
results of his observation. One who can not read, write, and spell
is debarred from entering into the heritage of his own literature—
moral, scientific, religious, &sthetic, or philosophic.

: Desplte all the attacks on the country-school curriculum, the essefi-
tial tools for educational-progress are generally comprised in it.
Note that these fundameuntals are called tools. A tool always implies
naterial upon which it may be used. A knife would be meaningless
if there were nothing tg cut.' Arithmetic would be equally useless
it there were nothing to count and no numerical relations to calculate.
It would be a poor policy for a joiner tq instruct his apprentice
simply in the manipulation of saw, chisel, or square rather than to
teach him the use of these tools through the cuttmg, shaping, and
fitting of timbers designed to Serve a real purpose in life. Every
. country schoolhouse should have &' workshop where boys and girls
can put to test their arithmetic and reading and drawing and all the
otherﬂucatlonal tools which they are supposed to learn.to use,
Here 1s a problem that will tea¢h more real arithmetic, or at least
make this subject more actual and interesting, than all the puzzles
found in the regulation textbooks: “Wha.t will it cost to build in this
community the sort of a bam needed on'a good farm of 100 acres,
with 75 acres under cultivation ¥’
is a practical problem for a country boy Before answenng it
he first have to.make drawings and plans for the barn. These
drawings and plans will represent, if he goes-at the problem intelli-
gently, all his knowledge and ideals of that part of farm life which
must center in or.about a barn. He will ha.ve to determine how
‘many horses it would be best to keep, and how they should be
, housed. He will need to consider the number of ‘cattle such a farm
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- ) .
nection with thie amount of storage space needed for hay and grain
« and with the proper location of rooms. . He will need to figure on
- shed room for wagons, and farm topls of all sarts, and to copsider -
- how these ¢an be cared for with the leasat trouble and the greatest
economy. He will be forced to give thought. to the.-building loca-
tion, to the water supply, to the care of the compost, and to all the
included hygienic relations of the home. All this ‘will require calcu-
lation of the most painstaking sort. But he has not yet begun to
build. When his plans are matured he will need to figure out the
amount of materiil needed and the cost in the local markets of this
material. Here questions of local economics will come into promi- <
nence. The price of labor, skilled and unskilled, the expense of
hauling—all of# will enter into ghe calculation. He will find i
before he has finished that he has in these and in a score of other ways |
been brought face to face with the whole problem of the farm and |
home life that centers about the barn. . ~ ; N
A teacher who sets such a problem should know many things of
practical importance to farm life not learned in the schoolbooks.
She will be g&atly aided in meking such work interesting and helpful .
if she has gathered many suggestive plans and descriptions of farm i
bamns and of the common conveniences which ordinary ingenuity i
may suggest and construct. : ‘
* The arithmetic and other subjects involved in the solution of this
problem might be extended to the planning and construction of a
- house. Here the girls will be more interested. The planning of a
convenient, beautiful, and sanitary home is about the last thing
‘theaght of in our rural-school currictlum. But the farmhouse is
one of the most important factors in country life. Here is the center
of family life, for good or evil. Here conveniences, sanitation, and
comfort pay the highest dividends. The farmhouse need not be
large und expensive. ' It may be beautiful,-sanitary, and convenient,
oftentimes at less cost than otherwise. A log house can be made
beautiful, sanitary, and convenient if those who plen know that
besuty and health are fundamental, and that it is not necessarily
“expensive to meet these demands. ) |
+ There should be a collection of suggestive plans for all grades of
country houses in the libraries of country schools. These can be
gathered from magazines, post cards, photographs, and drawings
made directly from successful holises. They can be made intensely
*  ‘interesting-to the larger boys and girls, and through them much of
the theoretical work of ‘the curriculum can find application. S
All this suggests certain needs in school buildings. If there are
» .~ no good places for drawing, for making plans, or for working up such
% plans into models, it.is almost impossible for the teacher to follow
-&hg:lineéf work suggested above. . Therefore, when the appeal is made
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THE COUNTRY-BOHOOL, EQUIPMENT. 15 ~

for workrooms.and libraries in this bulletin, the reader will under-
stand that this'is done in order tc hasten the time when this larger
-program for country schools can be successfully underteken. With
a building planned to meet these suggestions, many other adjust-
ments helpful to both teachers and children will be pasily made.

THE TEACHEER'S HOME AND FARM.

3. The time is coming when the people will learn that it pays to .
hire competent men as teachers of country schools and to furnish
them homes or the school grounds. Then a real experimentalschool
farm will be casily managed and all the needs of the community can
be centered in a school curriculum. It would be easier to arrange
for consecutive and constructive work when conditions are such that
a country teacher can see the possibilities of a useful and prosperous
life ahead. To allow the schoolhouse and school grounds to lie idle °
"all summer and to depend on young and inexperierssgd teachers for
the edueational leadership of the community is poor ecodomy. The
one paramount need in most rural schools is a teachér with ideals
and with the desiro to focus the atténtion and interest of every man,
woman, and child in the district on the work done in and about the-
schoolhouse. "

Suppose there is & small school farm, a home for the toacher, and
a building arranged to accommodate thé intellectual and social needs
of the communiiy, what could a virile man in charge, employed for
the year instead of for a few months, do under such conditions?
He could make the farm pay half of his salary and at the same time
make it the most effective teaching agency connected with theschool.
He could develop a community interesi and pride in the school now
sadly Jacking in most country districts. b could be the social guide
«  for all the young people, those out of school as well as those in school.
If he were musical, and most certainly he ought to be, he could
develop some sort of a neighborhood orchestra and chorus which
would furnish an incentive and a means of entertainment for all
’ religious and social gatherings.’

The village schoolmaster of (Germany has a hougp and garden on -
the school grounds. He settles there for a life’s wm and is, next to
the priest or pastor, the most influential and useful man in the
village. But he must have had a thorough training in all thethings

_ that will make for joy and happiness in that community. . First,
. he must be a good musician. He must be. able to play the violin
and the pipe organ, and in additién he must be able to sing and
conduct an orchestra and a chorus. This does not mean that he
must be able to do these things in a mere passable fashion; he must
A be o skilled musician. During the many years of his speciel train-
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ing as a teacher his musical studies aro carried on in & most exacting
way, and if he fails to develop good ability he will not receive an
appointment as a village schoolmaster, even if all other requirements
are met. What is the result! He has an orchestra made up of old
&od young people in school and out of it. He is the leader of the
cliurch choir and of congregational singing. 'His help is demanded
wherever music is desired. It would be almost impossible to over-
estimate the influence his miusical ability gives him with his people.
In the United States we can not move our isolated farmhouses
~ into villages, and it is doubtful if the work of our country schools
" can be made as effective in this way as that of the village schools of
Germany. - But as long as we neglect to'give the country people the
uplifting and harmonizing influence of music, 8o long will it be more
* difficult to unite & community into a social and civic body. Music
is preeminently a social art, and is most satisfying when enjoyed in
common. / . ‘ R
If we could have larger school grounds, a school farm, a home for
the teacher, and an all-year-round social and educational center in
the Eominunity, there would be fewer desertions from farm to city.

b




‘eration of the State superintendents, two typical progressive counties

. mation concemmg the hygienic condition of typical country schools and ssks your-

" individual answers publmhed, and neither praise nor blame will appear: . .|

Chapter III.

HYGIENIC CONDITION OF TYPICAL RURAL SCHOOL.- -
HOUSES AND GROUNDS. .

o —— :
In mvestngat.mg the hygienic conditions of typxcal country school-
houses in 18 St{tes, the following method was used: With the coop-

in each State were selected. To the teachers of the rural schools
in these counties the following pexsona.lly addnessod letter and list

of questions sent:
»

[LETTER TO RURAL S8CHOOL TEACHERS.] T
The United States Bureau of Education is very desirous of getting reliable iniw- -

cooperation in the work. Two counties in your State have been designated by your
State superintendent from which this material is to be gathered.

Please fill the inclosed question form as carefully as you can and retum it in ﬁI
envelope inclosed, which requires no postage. Get one or two of your larger boys
orgu-lstohelp you to do the measuring and calculation roq'med They will enjoy -
it, and it will do them more good than an ordinary lesson in arithmetic. Make yowr .:
answers as clear aafyou can, yeét ehort: If you have a photograph of your building,
or can get one, it would help us very much if you would send usa copy. The buresu
is planding to publish a bulletin on country echoolhouses and is hunting for all-the
good features available. If you desire it, a copy of the bulletin will be sent to yod
when ready.- .

Plegge answer the g tully, whethef your conditions are good onbed. No- ]

charged to any persons or locality. We simply want the hctn a8 they are, and we- - .
trust that you will help us immediately. . :

Survey 6r TEE HYoerio CoNprTion or Rural Scroor, Dm-rnwr No ..., COUNTY
or ...... ,8raTR ... .
Survey MapE BY .....ceoiiiiiins ., Teacher. )

School gmnndn Length, o feet,‘vndth. . feet.
Bise of playground, . . square. feet; space for garden or agricultural work,
_square feet.

Ground: Level? ...... rongh or lullyf ...... ; well drained? ......; trees? ......

Buirlging' Wood? ...... ;brick? ... ; cement? ......;stone? ...... ;new? _..... 7
OlAT ceocnee ‘

8ize of echoolroom: Lonxt.h, . feet; wid feet, 7.

Light from one side? ...... two sides? 'h’ thmddu‘l' ...... ; four giden? .....

whstdmcdoﬂ thowindowlhcof East?. .... o west? ......; north
rﬁﬁtau&;m’" pupile got light? um......,rwr. ..... ; rear?,
wmt&"'" ctall the windewe? ..,..thu. :
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Iackboard; Ares, .... square feet; where placed? ... ... ; height from floor? . ...
feet; of what matexial? .. __... N
Arl:er d;e deeks single? .. .... ; double? ...... ; adjustable? ... .« .; sufficient in num-

Have you window shades? ... ... ; what color? . ..... ; do they run up from the bot-
tom or down from the top? ........... .

What is the color of the schooiroom walis? ...........
Have you cloeskrooms? One? ...... jtwo? ... .. ; hone?
Bri any special means you employ to secure ventilation. .. ......... ..
Have you tested the e{wgm of your pl:F' 2 .. ; if 8o, by what method?. . ... ...
Have you tested their ing? ...... ; if 80, by what me ?

What is your water aupfly From well oa achool ground? . ... . ; from epring?

; how far distant

...... i e .
Do you consider your water pure? ...... ; are you furnished drinking fountain?
...... ; individual cups? ......;or two cupe forall? ..... . .. ..
How do you heat your schoolroom? Common stove? ...... ; jacketed stove?
where Y S ; do you burn wood or coal? ..., . .
Do you have special janitor service? .......
you use dry sweeping? ...... ; sprinkle floor with water? ... .. ; scatter damp ;
eawdust on floor before sweelring? ...... i uso any prepared dust-gathering mate-
FAl? ..., ; are your floors oiled? . ... .. g do you use & feather duster, or dust cloth, )
to keep the furniture clean? .. ..... :

Do you have a thermometer? ... ... ; what temperature do you strive to maintain in
your schoolroom? .. ...

At what hour do you begin achool in th(; morning? ...... ; t what time do you dis- -
mise for the day? ...... ; how much time do you give for recess in the morniog?
95230 OL:.e tgne oon? 7 ? " q
ilets: One? ...... ;two? ... ; none? ..., ; are they protected - against
fliea? ...... ; are tiley ma;ie with deep excavations? ...... };) no excavations?

...... ; soptic tank di --.-.; washout eystem? ......; how far are the
from the wgll, if you haveone? ..... » ' y

Do you do any of your regular school ¥ork out of doors during pleasant weather?

Do you have'medical inspection of your school children? ... .. .. If b0, how is it
minaged? e i aooncg WIS it

Hag sy provision been made in ‘your county or township for the care of the teeth of .

school children? ....... Ifep, describeit. ...pw........... ... .

Do you wish a copy of the bulletin on country schoolhouses when completed? ... ..

These questions were sent to the teachers, instead of to the county
superintendents, for two reasons: First, thq questions required more
gpecific and definite facts than a county superintendent could ordi- ,
narily command ; second, it was hoped that through, these questions i
many suggestions would be lodged in the minds of the teachers and
that thereby some good might be accomplished in addition to getting
the facts. ' . _

In all, 3,300 letters and lists were sent out, and sbout 50 per cent of
all these wére filled out and returned. The results here presented
were tabulated from 1,298 returns, typically representative of the 18
States. Naturally, some who replied did not answer all the ques-
tions; hence, the figures for the different topics va.ry‘slightly.

[y

.
...... H

. GROUNDS. '

+ Out of 1,245 returns giving figures regarding the area of school
| grounds, 727, or more than 58 per cent, reported less than 1 acre, and.
- npaily half of this number, or 321, had only } acre or less. Only 124
" 'ofi&lhheseaohooiswmfumishodwithgromds ual to 2 acres or

more.. Clgarly the mo¥ament to adapt mra]lbdm% to rural fife will
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amount to very little unlees our rural schools are furnished more

ground for their needs. It seems fooljsh to expect any sort of worthy.. .

teaching of agriculture to emerge from our district schools under the B

conditions shown. - o
With regard to .he character of the ground as represented by the
returns, it seems that of 1,283 rural schools of this gtoup, 1,030 have
comparatively level land, and that 253 are situated on hilly, rough
land. About the same proportion of school grounds, or 1,014, are
reported as well drained, and 234 are wet and undrained. There are
one or more trees on the lots of 930 schools, while 3WPschools report
no trees at all. © The returns do not show whether the trees reported:
are mainly natural forest trees or whether they have been planted—
probably the former. T . 2
Measurements of the school grounds were taken in feet and have
been reduced to acres in making the tabulation. The reason for
asking for returns in feet was to forestall guessing as to the size of the
school lots. It should be remembered also that the dimensions given

include the ground upon which the building is situated, as well asthat . -.

about the building. =
THE BUILDINGS.

‘In order to get some composite notion of whaf a rural schoolhouse

is at this date, tho request called for returns on the material of wifich

the buildings are made. . Wooden buildings number 1,134, or 91 per
cent; 110, or less than 9 per cent, are of brick; 37 are built of stone,

and 7 of cement. Of the total number, 464 are listed as new build- -
ings, and 805 are tabulated as ¢ld. More than 63 per cent of the "
buildings included in this survey are old, and a little less than 37 per’ - .
_cent are new. But the term ‘‘new building” does not in any sense
of the word mean buildings rongtructed according to modern demands’
* "of school hygiene. The hatchet-and-saw carpenter of the country |

is generally- unable to read architects’ drawings or to follow speci-

fications. Rural schoolhouses are, for the most part, attempts to . ’

e

“

copy some existing school in the township or county. * Therefore,
“‘new buildings” are generally very little better adapted to- their

purpose from many points of view than old ones. Especially is this-
true in the older sections of the country. ' : &

~ A4

A .
LIGHTING.

When we attempt to look on the inside of rural school buildings,

the following significant facts come to light: Only 25 classrooms out = %
of 1,244 received light from but one side; 880 from two sides, 3'{(!?'-\«3
from three sides, and 35 from four sides. In other words, about 2 -
per cent of the buildings under consideration received the light from
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RUBAL SOHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS.

one gide. The prevailing oustom, representing over 70 per cent, is
to have light from two sides. But this tells less than half the story
of the lighting of the school rooms. Fourteen per cent have less than
one-tenth as much glass area in the windows as floor surface within
the room. A little over 46 per cent have an area of glass surface
between one-sixth and one-tenth as great as the floor surface. Com-
bining these, we are able to see that more than 60 per cent of all the
rural schools included in this survey have an insufficient amount of

- glaes surface to furnish proper lighting, even if the windows were
properly placed in all particulars.

Under a separate heading, facts were gathered relative to the
proper use of window shades, and, although the returns are not suffi-
cient to justify a final decision, it is plain that in the great majority
of schools the shades are badly placed and can not be easily adjusted

. to suit conditions. To sum up then, investigation of the lighting:
problem shows that windows are often wrongly placed; that insuffi-
cient glass surface is furnished; and that the best arrangement of
window shades is not often found. It is probably not far from the -

" truth to say that classrooms in rural schools receive only about one-
heif the light they should, and that even this light is improperly
distributed. .

FLOOES.

With reference to the floors of school buildings, the returns show
that a little less than one-half (611) have single floors, and that the
rest have some form of double floors. The importance of double
floors for school buildings in any part of our country needs to be
emphasized. Naturally, in cold climates double floors are more
Deceasary; yot even in the South, during periods of sharp weather,
children are likely to suffer from cold. It is almost impossible to
equalize the heat in schoolrooms during cold weather if the floors are
not practically air-tight. A warm room acts as a sort of exhaust to

. gather drafts of outeide air from all directions, especially up ‘through
the floor, and therefore the temperature at the floor line, unless the
floors -are double and properly desdened, will almost invariably be
several dogrees lower than at the breathing line. This is one of the
Jeasons why children and teachers complain when the thermometer

7»..goes 88 Jow as 65° at the breathing line. If the floors are properly

- protected and the heat of the building is properly distributed, it

5+ would be comparstively easy to reduce the temperature in most of
*. the sohoolrooms without objection, .and to gain thereby from the

_Point of health.  Many of the rural schools reporting single floors are
ot only ‘uncomfortable, but dangerous in cold weather, because of
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HYGIEXIO CONDITION. * . 21

JANTTOR BERVICE.

As to the methods of caring for the schoolhouse, especially the floor,
out of 1,262 replies, only 213 teachers stated that there was any
janitor service furnished. "In other words, 1,049 teachers out of
1,262 are required not only to teach school in such houses, but also
to keep their school buildings clean. As a result, the following
methods of cleansing are used: 548 sprinkle the schoblroom floor
with water before sweeping, 417 use dry sweeping, 227 use damp
sawdust or other dust-absorbing materials, and only 199 have oiled
floors. It seems unnecessary to discuss these facts at any length,
but it appears that 965 schools, out of 1,391 that answered this ques-
tion, must have dirty, dusty floors for a large part of the year, not to
mention the dust on benches, desks, window sills, and all possible
Jedges throughout the room. I does seem almost inexcusable that
a teacher should not st least be fugished sawdust by the use of which
she may be able more easily to cleanse the floors and preve,iitﬁ the
great clouds of dust that must necessartly arise from the sért of
sweeping here indicated. . i

-
KB

WATER 8UPPLY. \_ '

The water supply for country schools is far from s\atisfact,ory.. of

1,258 schools reporting under this general heading, only 567 are sup-

P " plied with a well or with running water on the school ground; 691 -
schools, qr nearly two-thirds of all reporting, have to depend on
springs and .w utside of school grounds; and 266 schools depend
on earrying water from wells or springs located more than one-quarter
mile from the schoolhouse. Obvioﬁzliy, under such conditions as
these, the children are deprived not only of. fresh water, but also of
clean water. Where no janitor is furnished, the children or the
teacher haveto carry thewater. It would be much moresanitary and
acceptable for each child so handicapped to by bottle of water
from his bome for his own needs, and in a few places it has been

- pecessary to resort to this method. >, .

) The receptacle for the water in the schoolroom is genérally an
.. open bucket, and approximately half of those reporting use a common

drinking cup or dipper. Recentiy there has been & rapid growth in

the use of individual drinking cups. This is due chiefly to the lawsin
many States making it mandatory to avoid common drinking vessels.

. In this connection, it needs to besaid thatindividual drinking cups in
" rurfl schools are altogether insdvisable. They can not be keptin a
~ sanitary condition, and despite all & teachier can do, they will be

! indiscriminately used. The only safe method is the bubbling foun-

tain connected with a covered water can.or jar, or, better still, with'

._a pressure tank supply. These are found in only &.of.the ‘schools:
mpomng,l P A‘ o X8

+




RURAL SOHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS.
TOILET FACILITIES. 4
Fhe toilet facilities of the rural schools re, generally speaking, not

only a disgrace but a menace to public health and detent morals.
Not over 1 per cent of rural schools are furnished with completely-
sanitary toilets. This is a liberal estimate. From the desériptions
given in the returns, it has been comparatively easy to decide between
those which are passably sani‘ary and those insanitary. The figures
are these: Out of 1,276 replies examined, 50 schools have no toilets
at all; 52 have only one; and the rest, or 1,174, have two. Nearly
half (601) have no pit at all for the refuse, and 631 have an open pit.
Not 20 in the whole number are protected against flies or can be
cleaned with any sort of success. The Rockefeller Sanitary Com-
mission for the Eradication of Hookworm Disease has recently con-
cluded that it will inevitably fail in eradicating " this devitalizing ‘
disease unless rural communities institute some form of septic toilets,

. both for residences and for schools. Likewise, there is little hope of -
keeping down typhoid epidemics when toilets are insanitary or wholly .
lacking. The.biggest rural problem is that of domestic and personal
hygiene. The rural school ought to lead in the health movement; .
but the facts. set forth help us to realize how far we are from what ~
ought to be. . Every State and county board of health havirg to do
with rural or village conditions should institute a persistent campaign
for’ better hygienic toilets. Models should be available for every ‘
community. Boards of health are already rendering s great service
in this direction. They are doing much to interest and instruct in
matters of health, but they can not reach all the people, and teachers
and county superintendents should feel it their special duty to carry
this gospel everywhere. . :

OTHER ITEMS.

A little over half the schools in the county have some form of
slate blackboards, and the rest have painted wood, painted canvas,
pinted plaster, or some one of the various preparations of paper or. 1
pulp. -Nearly one-third have their blackboards set 3 feet or more
above the floor, too high for the primary classes to use properly.

~  School work begins at 8.0'clock in 74 schools, at 7.30 in 117, and at

9 o'clock in 1,102; only 167 dismiss before 4 o’clock. The report

shows no cloakrooms of any sort in 537 schools; 418 have one

- cloakroom, and 308 two. Where no cloakroom is available, clothing

«  is'hung inside the olassroom, or piled up on benches in the gorfiers.

...~ No'thermometers are found in nearly two-thirds of the buildings
> Teported, and even where they are supplied.it is manifestly oloar that -
- #.. many teschers either know next to nothing about keeping a school-

- mn the proper temperature, or else ,tha't,t.he‘ oconditions of: the
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buildings are such that the rooms ¢an not be kept at even temperature.

or example, many a teacher reports: ‘I am supplied with & ther-

ometer and I strive to keep the temperature at 75° to 90° in winter.”
This may not be so bad as it seems. If the thermo.eter registers
80° a little above the breathing line, the temperature . foot above
the floor may be as low as 65°. Until the buildings are inore care-
fully constructed, the matter of heating rural schools will ne ~essarily
be unsatisfactory. Of 1268 reports on method of heating, 764
schools use the common stove and 604 locate it in the middle of the
room.

There are practically no workrooms in the schools reporting;
not one-fourth of the desks are adjustable; and few of the buildings
are properly decorated.

In concluding the discussion of this brief survey into typical rural
achools, it should be said that it is very important at this time for
the various States to render helpful service -to their rural-schonrl
officers, who are eager for better things; they need specific help.
Much of the back-to-the-farm movement will be disappointing,
unless the rural schools are remodeled and revivified.

The reader who will take time to study carefully the summarized
results presented in the accompanying table will be able to get a
more complete idea of actual conditions than he’can get from the
condensed account given above. The narhes of the States from
which these’ returns were gathered are here given in order to show
that the figures represent as nearly as practicab’s typical conditions
the country over. A study of the detailed reports brings out the
fact that there is less difference between rural schoollbuses in’ the
States mentioned than might be anticipated.

Returns were studied from 2 counties in each of the following
18 States: ‘ ¢

r

Alabama. Missouri. Pennsylvania.
Arkansas. Montana. South Dakota.
Colorado. Nebraska. - Tennessee.
Indiana. North Carolina. " Texas.
Maryland. . North Dakota. West Virginia.
Minnpesota. * . Oklahomas. Wisconsin.
Size of school grounds:
Lees than onehalfacre..... ... e eenes 821
One-BAY BCTO 10 L RCTO..ouvoeeee oo eneraneensa™ 408
ONEACTO t0 2 BCTOB. - - ovvuernn e et e ae 864
Twoacresto3acres........... k10 oS 5P R340 00 5600 0AgEO0 60 0000000000aa 74
Three ACTE8 OrMOMG. cevvenneneon e S A5 8 80 000Ba0 00000 00 0kk v . B0
Area available for gardening: . '.
Less than one-tenth acre.............. Ao, 2. 168
More than one-tenth acre.............. 73000000 S ¢ B4
‘No ground available for gardening or agriculture...... T eeeee 1,108
(\’
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.24 BURAL BCHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS. .
_ Character of ground:
Level............ 1, 030
Roughorhilly................... 00 253
Drafned................... . 1,014
Not welldmined..........." ... 234
Trees. ..o .. 930
Notrees..... ... ... ... ... ..~ ¥ aaooeBasacasnna ‘840
Material construction and age of the buildings
Wood.......... 950065 5003608 50822205 405 00 s oo e 1,134
Brick....... ... 110
Blone. ... 37
Cement...... ... . 7
New. oo 464
OM..........o 805
Number of classrooms: '
One...................... ... Yo 0a00006600000000000a0088000 oq 1,162
13500000 am 060900000 829589 245 5586005 5 S000an 28 e o et 60
More thantwo. ... ... . T 33
Method of lighting:
Fromonmeside................... . 25
From twosides............... T 880
From threesides..................... 346
From foursides................ e 35
. Amount of glass surface in classrooms:
Lese than ono-tenth floorares... ... 56000008a00000 8080000000 171
Y208 than one-sixth to one-tenth flograren. .........._ . 669
One-sixth floor area ormore......... ... T ee.. 482
Window shades and methods of using them: a
Baving window shades.........." .Y Naeooog 1,146
Nosghades........ 0008500000 6BEEEEA08 186 80 aa s [ 144
8hades fastened at the bottom of windows. .. ... Sec0ana0a0aan0 0000 234
Bhades fastened at the top of window ... . . }0500 666 00000306060 897
Character of floors of the clasrooms:
8ingle thickness...... ... . . . TR 611
. Double thickness.................... T 644 .
Kind of blackboards used and height set above floor: ‘
Painted tumber............ 177
Some form of liquid alate. .............. ... TTTTTUT 668 ‘
Painted canvas. ........... ... possea $98800a006696 8000800 5 & .. 98
Other improved material.......... ... . I0a9a0000080a66eaa0000 660 188
Less than 8 feet above the floor....... .. .. ... ... Afe000 0000006000 692 )
Character and number of desks used:
Bingle.........ooo. 514
Double....... 774
Nomadjustable.................................. 848
Adjustable................ 281
Suficientin pumber.............. T T 1,127
Insufficient in number.................... ... T 148
Color of classroom walls: .
Unpainted lumber. ............. .. Tttt e, 122 ;
" Pasmble color.......... S0000060800E6EE0000 SoaBEaE0a B ad e teeeeeinenen 691
: £ ;|
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Number of cloakrooms:

None. ol Ll el T s stve B R M S 537
. One.. 30055 o o o2 6 oo on s Mo oo TTH0 o LS N 9 1.
Twoormore . et Pl Bl Ll B A Zerrzee DT G 6 5 ol w308
Ventilation of the clnmrooms
Windows.. .. T3 T A P P P o s (405
Bome help from ]ackeved stme S k20 00075110 8 0 apin b0 b o0 Al i 336
Otherdevices............................. ... . 83 e e Y T 133
Testing the vision of the chlldrcn
I\otteeted ; T IETrrmey =068
Testing the hemug of the chlldren -
Tested.. ©5D00T0GE 00 0 00T A R BERLES 80 8 [ op FX105 100 00/afm0 0 8] Cagas o o 238
Nottested ......................................................... 1,002
Bource of water supply:
Well onschoolgrounds.................... L. ... b67
Sprmgmthenexghborhood i 1M
Neighbor's well... R Y 4
{ee8 than one- fou:th m_\le fmm buxldmg ................................. 727
One-fourth mile or more from building............... ....... ... .. ...... 228
Pure (teacher’s judgment)....,.......... ... L. 1,082
Not pure (teacher’s judgment)..,...... ... ... .. ... .., 182
Methods of serving water to the children:
Bubbling fountain..... PN T . 3 n 3
Individualeups. ... e 673
Common drinking 2Upa............... .. e 580
Methods of heating the classrooms: 2
Common stove............. ™ ... 764
Jacketedstqve........ ... ... .. .. .. ... ... .......... b0s
Fireplace........................ .. i F PR 1
Stove placed in middle of roow..... ... . ... ... ... ... 604
Stove not placed in.middle of room. ..........ooooil 559
Janitor furnished: m
Y08 mei- -l B Ht et S S et L e 218
ORI NNl v, sovwwe s Mibvas -y ps, SIS FUOTEIE SR 1,049
Methods of sweeping: . )
Dry. 2. eame s anad - SO T e AR L | Sy a2 ATl g PP & . 417
Sprinkled floors... .. ... .l L i 648
Damp sawdust or other dustgathering material...... - ... ... S — 227
Floor oiled..voveueeneren i, C¥10 o[ JFCD 0 0 OHIOEROG 0 199
Method of dusting:
With“deather duster. .’ . vy e e ey 146
" Oloth- (dusting evxdently poorly done) .................... 2y TS NS *1, 080
Regulation of temperature: ‘
©  Well regulatéd (teachere)udgment) NS o ol e 814
No thermometer......... e P £
Time of day for, open.ing school
8o'clock............ 23932 00 202APYZ 8 & W £g7 2 A0P P YEOEEY - eoE P O s T
8.30 0'clock. ... ..o o o rtanh sl eiie e b e 8 a8 Sl 117
B0 CROCK. 1. e eeeoeee e e e e 1,102
Time of day for cloeing school: ' %
. 40o'clock.. .. oo .1‘,121
Eaxher............... ........ 1000000600000 APG00q seeetreesiseenaany - 167

40742°~Bull. 12—14—3
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26 RURAL S8OHOOLHOUBES AND GROUNDG.

Number and condition of toileta: ‘ }
Nome.....o oo 50
OO, e 52
(T 1,174
Paseably eanitary..... 50000E00B00 B0 6600 E 66006 0A000 BARAREE00E08 6800808 601
Insanitary.. ... 631

Open-air studying:

L D 408
Nooe o 845

Medical inspection: 0~
Yoo, . oo 706000060 08 aEaa000 A aReRaE00a 81
Nowwuioiiei e, U 1,196

Qare of the testh of the children: | :

Yoo 68
) 1 T e ettt et e 1,148 "
The following report of the results of the sanitary inspection of

3,572 fourth-class district schools, made in 1911 and 1912 by the

Pennsylvania State Department of Education, shows that the condi-

tion of rural schools in that State is about on a par with that brought

out through similar investigations in other States.
The tabulated statemont giving the summaries of the investigation
.i8 here reproduced: .

Summary of senitary inspection of 3,572 district schools in Pennsylvania in 1911 and 1912.

Number of schools inspected............................ ... . 3,572

Number of achools insanitary................... ... . . . .. S o - 3,036

Number of achools sanitary. ........ .. ... TR 636

8chool building: .

Rooms and halls unclean............................. ... . . PN <. 229
8awdust and antisepticanotused............................. . 2,662
Drydustmg ..................... 2,934
Light surface not 20 per cent of floor space.................... .. e 1,083
Light admitted in front of pupils. ... . Po0000050000008 60008098 8040 aaeaas 622
Ventilation insufficient. .......................... ... ... ... . sl 1,647
Stoveinroom..............o o 2,798
Stove notjacketed............... . . 9603000000000000 6008806600008 e.-- 1,020
Steam orhot water............... e o tan
Furnaceincellar.................. N Boaaooaamoasnns 602
Roommotwarm.................................. ... ... ... 228 /
Floorsmotwarm........................ ... ... . ... S 279

i Hotalr..........o 2

Water supply:

No water supply....... T, 1
Fountaln.......coooe oo 15
Hydrant or spigotin room.................... ... ... 188
8pigot in buildingeronground.................... . ... . ... 246
Drilled well. ......... 0O00D00B00REE60a0E00000a0a0AdE 88 B0E00058 50e00eea o 704
Dug well............... Bee e eee e e e 1,021
Bpring...cevnnriininiiiinn. . 80000000800004 0000600600000640600aAAG 1,085 .
. Surface drainage not excluded................. £00000006000008a6800 ceenn 437
Nuissnce within 100 feet................ocoooivveniennnnnnni........ ..o 884
AT S L o Je
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- HYGIENIC CONDITION. ’ 27

‘Water supply—Continued. !
Menaceon higherlevel...................... ... ... _.............. 287
Bucketnotcovered........................... ... ............. 1238
Notscalded daily............00.ccccocii ol oL 1,500
Fresh supply not secured each session....................,.............. 251
Individualcupsmnotused............................ ... ... .. 2837
Cupsdippedinbucket. ... ................. ... ....._........1,78
Creek Water.. i comsmmenmmngipirasrizss 2 R 1
Cistern. ... . 24

Ground pollution............... ... ... ... 148

Privies:

Oneeinglo.......poeooon i 169
Approachesnotscreened . ........ ... ... ... ... 1,748
Dividing fences not tight .. .. ... ... ... L. 1,138
Bad repair..................... ... e e 397
Notelean................... ... .. .. Pac o 6cac0000aa00 80006860060 080a0a0a 1,190
Objectionableodor............. .. ... ... . ... 1,320
Nowvault. ... .............. ... ... ... . ... .. e 839
Vault not water-tight.................. ... ... . .. .. G e 785
Vaultfull....... oo e e 500
Vaultoverflowing................... .. ... .. P fee et 208
Lime or ashesnot uaed........................ PR B ooasansed FPooaoanas 1,068
Surface drainage not excluded............ .. U 5 06aaa0c600a9000000 0000000 962
Urinals and flush closets:
Not properly venited.................. .. ... ... ... 21
Noteleanm..........oooooiiiii o L L e 13
-Objectionable odor.............. ... ... 17
Not sufficiently ventilated... .. Po0aa0aa 0066a0a 6 8 6aa6aE00 a0 682000006 506000 17

The accompanying tabular statement of the gencral hygienic con-
sdisbn of 109 rural schools was compiled from the details of a suryey
mado under the direction of the joint committee of the American
M(;I(iclal Association apd tho National Council of Education. This
comhiittee sent a specially trained field agént with a camera into
certain counties of the Statcs of Cox_m'eéticut, Vermont, New York,
New Jersey, and Maryland to make a personal investigation of the
conditions of the schools. The summary of facts given below was
derived from a compilation’ of the returns. Many other facts were
gathered, but it has not been thought necessary to present them in
this connection. . .

It should be said that the Statcs selected and the counties chosen
within each State were singled out, not from previous knowledge of
conditions, but more or less fortuitously. Thé committee does not --
claim that they are typical counties and typical schools, but it
believes that they are approximately so. - The fact that they are
typical could be substantiated only after a similar investigation had
been made in practically all of the counties of each of the States
named. However, indirect evidence through the results obtainéd by
the investigations previously referred to bears out the supposition -

untry over. i
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28 . RURAL SUHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS.

Summary of results of the survey of 109 one-teacher rural schools in the States of New Yort,
New Jersey, Connecticut, Vermont, and Maryland. Investigation made in 1913 by
direction of the joint committee of zhc American Medical Association and the National
Council of Education.

. GROUNDS.
8ize of grounds: 8choos,
"Less than one-half acre 7
One-halfacreto lmere. . ... o 25
Oneacreto2acres........... ... ............ . . ... . 10

Location of buildings:

* Onmideofhill .......... .. ....... .. .
Onlevelground...... .~ .. ... . ... . .
Highground.............. ..

Low ground............ .

Character of soil:

Loam............... . .. .. ... . ...

Clay. cooieviia ...
Trees on grounds:
8chools having trees... . .. .. .
Schools without trees..... .. ..
Character of fence:

Board
Stonc wall.......... .

WATER BUPPLY.
Soume of water supply: !

Open eprings. .. 15
fi Piped from opou spnng ................................................ 7

Dugwells. .............. £0000000a000008 606000800 600004 S P 68 ﬂ
Drivenwells............ .0 .. ... ... ... 10

(=]

Souree of defilement: . A
Too near privies..... PR
Too near farm buildings. .. ...... P0000000000aa0Ea006 8800306588 0aa000 00 :
Inopencow pasture...........ooeoooii il
Sources that are exposed to other kinds of defilement....................
‘Receptacles for holding drinking water:
OCommon open pail................. ... e
Covered tanks with faucet................ ... .. e
Covered tanks with bubblingcups..... ... ... .. [ e
- No receptacle provided................................._. .. . L 15
How often receptacles are cleaned: . .
Four times a month............ ... e BHoanaa 1908060000005 00600508 00 3
: Daily. o o 00065 0ea8000 50R00REE00G 10
e S When teacher thinks neceesary:.................... 300gpoac0sa 8

P
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HYGQIENIC CONDITION, 29

Lavatory facilities: : Sehools.
Washbasing................. Nt b R R 91
No washbasing . ...................... S S 18
Provided withsoap.................... ; e st 61
Not provided withsoap.....e .. ..., AT R, S B |
Provided with towels................... . - cpmeses D0
Not provided with towels. .. ............ .. ; o a e 58
Towels washed twice a week......... — . e 3
Towels washed once a week.. 52 AR 2 L 31
Towels washed at infrequent mtervab; e N e — L8

Methods of serving water:

. Bchools using papercupe. .............. . .. ... —— 5
Schools with only one cup. . ... P R i i SN 20
Schools with one cup per child..... e e 51
Schools with more than one cup, but fewer cups than children., 4t 29

- Schools withotit cupe. .. ....o i A= 9
. PRIVIES

Both boys and girls use same. . .......... R R S T W a0

Partitioned. e o1 - I

Beparate bmldmgﬂ pmvxdod fnr gexes. T e S

Bereened. ... ...l L P, 51
Distance from school building: .
Less than10feet..,.................... .. ... .. e G 25
Between 10 and 25 feet................. 230 =a8accas aaaoo 2 0 eoonocnoos 32
Between 25and 50 feet-................ .. ... L. 36
AverbOfeet. ... .. ..o . 16

Provided withlocks. . . ...l 14

Obecene AraWingB.......ovuieurne et 60

Kinds of toilets ang their condmon .

Provided with removable receptacle.............. ... .. ... ... .. 9
Cesspool protected from fliee: .. ....................... ... ... 8
Cesspool unprotected from flies ........... oo o % a0 D0 260006 0666800000 101
Neither receptacle nor excavation......... ............... ... .. 92

How often refuse removed: , N
Oncoayear..............coo.... . e 101
Lege frequently.....o........ ... .. e e 8

Ventilated: N
Noprovisionmade. . ......... ... .. ... 75
Some provision made...... .......... ... R 34

Odoroffensive. ... ... ... ... . .. . . e 106

Not offensive. ...................... ) T M 3

Seatsclean. ... ... ... ... ... ... ' ..... 60

Notclean. . .. ... i e ‘49

Disinfected........... ... ... ... L el 1

Notdisinfected. . .. ... ... ... .. .. .. 108

Number of roofs that leak............................. Qnanaaanna0geaea0aaas 22 A

. WALLS AND CEILINGS. .

Material of walls: N
Mﬂtching- 0%0Q00G60 06 0006000000060 80000 Y ooo60000000a0000000000000000000
Plssterodandpapemd.....:....... : .

Plastered. .. .. s c o ovvees e e poaod .
Wood. covnniiiii 5 ’
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8 RURAL SOHOOLHOUSRS AND GROUNDS, R
- |
Coloz of walls . Schools. i
WOO. .o 23
GRY. e - 80
Green............. 500650008060 0a00a8E B00BEEAEA06E066008000050060 600 10
TR L ee ettt e 8.
WL 25
Termacotta. ..o 2
Yellow. ..o 5
Brown....oo 6
Color i wainscoting
Gray....coooei Hac000080a0000600a00000a0000 000 87
Green. ... ... 8
Wood. ... 8
Brown...... .o 14
- White.............. ... F AR 10
Material of ceiling: 5 .
Matching.......... .. .. 2, B, 85
Plastered and papered................. 86006 00060008000000060 0RA0EEBG0 7
Plasterod... ... ... ... ... 33.
Metal. ... ... 4
Color of ceiling:
White.... ..o 86 ‘
OERY. o 2% |
Green. & . .. 5 |
.8 T 4
Term COLR. ..o 3
Brown. ..o s
Yellow. . ..o o 5
Wood. ...l 08000338008 0asaEEEAREE 000 E6a06 00aB0BaE 29 :
) BLACKBOARDS
Material of blackboards: *
Wood. .o 49
3] T 42
Compocitnn‘........: ................................................ 4 |
Cement....... ... 8 |
Plaster...................... :0000000A00PE 08 DG ASAREAAA AEEERAABABeeAT aoe 8 '
I.oauon of blackboards: T U
Frontonly.............ooo.oiiiiiii.., ©00a008a000a0Bea00asEEaasaAE 42
Frontandrear............ .. ... ... .......... 3 5aaa0a0esaas . 9
Frontandomeside.................. i i 18 {
Frontand twoeldes..........co.oooooee i 15
Front, rear, and oneside......................... Coerreaeen sl o 2
F&ont, rear, and twomides. . ................. ...l L 12
Onesdoonly.....ouveeieiiiaiiii e e 1
“T'D sdes........ ! h0060000000E000BEONBAC00BEABE0AEEEBABA00a0Eeaaa ad / 7
D 7 O 6000000080006 0600EEE0B00E 00EREBEBENNE86E 2
Bactndmddu.. e et ttee e e ateeeetaranaceitnenaaennn 3
Between Windows. .. .........i oo 57
s deht of biackboards set above floor: ~ 2 :
4!0.&....... ................... reeeeeenn 4500000000066 000E000 EOBEB0OG0S 1
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Width of blackbosrds: [ Y _ Bobodks. -
BMeet. ..o e e e 5
T8 - S U 11
Sffeet. ..o e 2200G000 B0 0. 0 & o Fro 00coCET 8
R0 - 70
bR T R I PP 9
Schools DOt BN . ....oo e e 1u
Bquare feet of blackboards:
S0squarefestorless.... ... ... . ... .iiiiiiiiiieeiil.. b
801L01 50" - - e o 7o s oy rovere) = 215 3w o8 et eerele S are 8 e oAt o et s oo 5w e e el ol 28
€ 8080100 ee et o e e e e 40
1000 160...... . ... oot e DO 2 OO N e Jr 18
OVEr 100, ... i e e 2
- SCHOOL BUILDINGS. -
Character of building:
Wood'. - .. lc s s e e S B s e R AT B 3 s 5 52 P 100
Stome. ...l e P, L 4
B K L s S r s e I T Tt ) TS Tk el ke E el el o B
Ol oo paEpoogo 108
20 e I o e ]
Good condition. ........... ... L e TR00e S 80
Needing repairs........... ... S R 2
Basements:
8chool buildings with basements. ..................................L 1
Sanitary basemonts..... ..o e 7
. Insanitary basements.... .. ... s et Rt S le o ) nol vt [ T Bl T e 28 ore 4
Floors: )
Single floors. .. ........ ... %= #booooo oo 89
Double floors. ......... e B R 70 4
Deadened. ........oove ottt e 1
Good condition. . ... ... .. ... (<]
Bad condition. ... e 46
Oled. oo e e 38
Roof:
Leaks about belfry......,..................... R E0ri00 cliogruossaSaoaoy .1 .
Leaks elsewhere................. 300 00h0 S 60 600 0 50 CEED0 6 66 Ae0 e d® & 22
8choolrooms: . |
Length—
20feetorlems. .. ... ..., P 4
l ‘ 20t022feet ..o, $990 0550000 50050903 ] ........... 20
22t0 24 oet. ... et [ ] -
4to2feet. ......................... D 13
2660 2B100L. ....... ..ol e 10
2B 080000t . ... . e 7
. 80to32feet............... S0 0080000 H 000D B EEanE T anaEas 3 11
[ 82toB4feet................... Il e 14
S4tol6feet. ......................... k- SOOI PUTTTU 8 i
86to38feet......................02 B L el o Blaly el ee e aee e e e e 2eelen n®
88tod0feet. ..... 0 i e e 4
Width—
R L] T TP 0 :
10t018fe6t. ...oounnnenie. o e e S SR R BooGEoREEOC 8
, 1800 201088. ¢ ..ceeeuiieaenneeqmeettaniennaneranes cemicebe WoER
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- . Behoolrooms—Continued. . L2

~,  Can be opened for ventilation—
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Width—Continued. 8chools.
2080 22160L. . .. oo g 81
4 to20feet. ... ... 12
26880 28108, . o 8
28to30feet. ......... .. 2
"800 82f00tun e . 5
Height of ceiling above ﬂooh S
TOOBeot. ... ..o 28
Bto9feet. ... .. . .. 39
Otod0feet. .. ... e 17
0todlfeot. .. ... 14
11to12feed..........o.oooo i T 2
12to13feet. .. ............ ... ... ..., ‘ .................. 4
15 to 18feet. . ........................... AU @ 2
A6to 17feet. .. ............... ... ... 3
Windows:
Schools with—
Swindows........... ... T 1
4wWindoOWs. ... ... e ]
Swindows.................... ol 9
Bwindows............ ... ... ... ..., /5550 6 8 8880600000 6000a80 & 58
Twindows..... ... ... 9
8windows..................... .. 14
Swindowe..... . ... 8
10 windows............... ... ... ... ... ... . 3
12windows............ .. 0 1
Windows in classroom face—
Northandsouth....................... ... . . . ... 15
North, south, and east. . ... . e K
North, south, east,and west. ........... .. ... .. . ... .. .. . 1
North, east, and west....... ©~0000000 an0essaa 6 050008 aasesacscaa 17
North, south, and west............... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 13
North and esst.......... B 1
Northandwest............................... ... .. . 2
Eastand west. ... 2 1
Eastandsouth........... ... ... ... ... ... .. . ... 1
. Bouthandwest............. ... o 1
South, east, AnA Wet. ...oe ittt 22
Total area of glass surface in windows compared to floor eurface—-
Glase surface equal to~ )
Lees than one-tenth floorsurface. ..................... ... .. ..
s ., Morethan onetenth but less than one-eighth....... .. . ... .. 27
; More than one-eighth but less than one-sixth... ... ... .. L 20
More than one-sixth but less than one-fourth. .. .. . .. . . . .. 36
’ On&foun.hormore .................................... . 13
3 Notgiven............ooo oo L ! ................. 3
Double sash on weights............ ... T a8
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Heating:

"= HYGIENIC CONDITION.

Windows—Continued.
When cleaned—

ONCO 8 FOAT. o=/t s BT st A2 04 5 Ve et it 4 el 0 -
Oftener............. it
Nevercleaned.................... R L SN, S

Windows withoutshades................ .. ... ... .. ... ... ..
Shades in good condition.................. ...
Shades in bad condition....................

Cloakrooms:

Schools having one cloakroom... . ..

Schools having two cloakrooms. . .

Schools having no cloakrooms.... . . ... TR

Janitor service:

Special janitor service........ ... ..
Teacher serves as janitor..................... ..

Desks:

’

Doubledeaks. . ..oouvevonen o
Singledesks.................... .. ... .. .
Sufficientin number........... ... ... ...

Nonadjustable......... .. .. .. . . ...

In good condition....................... . ..
Inbad condition...................... .. ... ..

8tove in corner of room......... )
< Sufficient heat in cold Weather. . .
Insufficientheat............... ...

Sbovetmubleeome...................:...: ........ , -

Yentilation:

By tlie use of windows..... B N e I O
By the usc®of doors. ... oooeveeoeo
Both doors and windowe................... ... .
Uppersash of windows. ....................... .
Lowersuwshof windows. ................ ... .
Both lower and uppessash................ ...

Sweeping and dusting:

.................

Once a weekor less. ....... g ey E— .

cDadly. oo LSRR I e i b TeeE

Dry sweeping.......

Sprinkle or use compound \

Use feather duster..........

Use dust cloth. ...............ce...o.....

Medical inspection:

.................

Vision and hearing tested by teacher....... .......... . ... ...

By reguler medical fngpaector......... Siraraeaaas o6 6B Sooo0ao PP A ’
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Chapter IV.
THE LOCATION OF COUNTRY SCHOOLHOUSES.

More friction Bus arisen between county superintendents and

" - school patrons and among the patrons themselves with regard 6 the
location of _rural school buildings than over any other question
directly or indirectly having to do with country schools. When
achool district boundary lines have been established, the people natu-
rally conclude that the building should be located in the exact center
of the district, or as near the center as roads will permit. Rarely
has the thought of the location from the needs of health, playgrounds, -

“or & school farm been the chief consideration.

There is reasonableness in the demand for a central location, but
only when more important demands are not in conflict with it. It
is far more important,” for example, to have well-drained school
grounds, where the opportunity for securing a sanitary water supply
and toilet system is good, than it is to give the preference to a loca-

" ‘tion nearer the center of a district where these sanitary necessaries
are not readily supplied. The slight inconvenience to a few children
resulting from locating the building to one qr the other side of the
geographical center shpuld mot be considered seriously when the
more important considerations of health, smitation, playgrounds,

- and the larger community interests are at stake. Of course, in very
- cold climates children will have to be p tected in bad weather, but

parents are generally ready and willing todo this 8{ their own accord.

In good weather a walk to school of a mile&hd a half furnishes axcel.

lent exercise, teaches the children to be self-helpful and courageous,

gives them strength to resist the effects of ordinary exposure to wind ]
and rain, and is usually of greater value in general physical training
than all the unnataral calisthenic exercises the teacher can devise,

In selecting a site for a rural schoolhouse, the following factors
should be_considered: . '

» 1. No site should be selected that will not offer a good outlet for

. . tide drains set well below the walls of the building to keep she base-~

. ment and garden in good condition. A wet, swampy piece of land is

... Dot only & muddy, dirty place, but it introduces dangers fronf ground

. oir and mbisture that will always prove troublesome and unwhole-

i;- - some. The air, on sccount of its great ‘weight, preeses into the

%+ ground'to & much greater depth than is ordinarily supposed. When

C -
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THE LOCATION OF COUNTRY SOHOOLHOUSES. § §5

the air above the ground becomes colder than that in the ground,
and this is true at night during warm weather and even during the
day in cold weather, the heavy air above the ground will displace
that in the ground, and will drive it out at the point of least resist-
ance. Since the ground underneath and about a schoolhouse is drier
than that not covered, the ground air is driven from all directions
toward the schoolhouse, and by reason of the fact that the heat
escaping from the building will cause an upward draft, this ground
air is easily drawn into the rooms. Ground' air contains a far greater
percentage of carbon dioxide and other noxious gases than is ordi- -
narily found in air above the ground. These gases are produced

through the agency of the bacteria acting gpon decaymg u’mal and

vegetable matter in the soil. Moreover, ground sir is generally

saturated with moisture, and as it rises in the schoolroom, especially

at night when the building is cold, this moisture will be’ deposited

on the walls, blackboards, and floors, so that all wooden parts of the

building are rendered liable to decay and the air in the bui dmg will

be stuffy and cellarlike. Unless school buildings are so bhilt as to

prevent the entrance of this ground air and the moistire brought up

with it, no amount of effort on the part of the teacher will be able

to keep the air always wholesome and bygienic. Itis of great impor-

tance, therefore, to prevent these difficulties by selecting a site which

can be kept wholosome by proper drainage.

To go to the other extreme and select a high hill or a wind-swept
place for the location of the school building is also an error. What
is needed is a logation comparatively level, but so situated that it
can be easily kept dry.

2. Other things equal, it is generally bettar to select a site with a .
frontage to the north or the south, so that the building may be
planned with the short side facing toward the roadway and the long
sides toward the east and the west. Such a site makes it easier on
- the whole to plan the building with reference to its general appear-
“ance and also with reference to its cost. In order to make. this point
clearer, lot the reader undertake to draw a floor plan for a lot with
an approach to the building from the east or the west. Either he
will havaso depend for his classroom on north or south light, which
is to be avoided, or to face the building with the long side toward
the roadway. This will introduce some architectural difficulties, for
it is often much easier to get & sstisfying elevation for & one-room
school building with the entrance in the end rather than in the side
of the building; and it is also more economical of space. Many
school buildings have been doomed to bad illumination frém the fact’
that builders have followed the custom of facing the end of the build-
ing towagd the roadway, regardless of the direction &mm which the
oclassroom must get its light.

e
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However, it isnot impossible to adjust a satisfactory -building to a
lot facing & roadway on the east or west. Several of the plans pre-
sented in this bulletin have been drawn to meet just this situation,
for sometimes school authorities are limited to thb selection of a site
east: or west of a roadwagy.. But where there is a choice and all other
considerations are even, it is better to utilize a lot with a frontage on
the porth or the south. ' '

3.. Another set of conditions must be taken into account, and these
‘have todo indirectly with the ‘lighting. Suppose a lot is selected
with &'north or a south frontage, and that to the east or the west of
it there are high hills or mountains sufficiently near to raise the horizon
line appreciably. Such a location would at once handicap the build-
ing by making it next to impossible to secure the proper amount of

 light from one side or the other. If high forests or mountains are
near on the east, then the west Hght should be preferred. for the class
reom. If this hindrance to light is on the west of the lot selected,
* then the east exposure would be the only one to use. Many rural
school buildings located in valleys are much more seriously handi-
. capped from the point of view of illumination ;ha.?e average school-

man is conggious of. ‘

4, Eh’a emphasis has been laid on tkef fact that our school
grounds not large enough, especially from the point of view of
agricultural work. The country schools will never be able to do their
wagk properly unless the amount of ground assigned to them is
increased. Playgrounds, agricultural work, fruit growing, and for-
estry—all legitimate demands upon the rural school—require more
land thaa is usually given to rural schools. But it would be possible
to select a plat of ground sufficiently large and yet ill-adapted for play-
grounds or for agricultural work., Hence the site selected should be
on good soil, adapted for the cultivation of any .or all kinds of plants
or grain ordinarily grown in the neighborhood. To select a poor,
sterile, rocky soil, though well situated with reference to other

“requirements, would be a mistake, for no teacher could, on such
ground, make such a showing in agricultural experiments as would &
attract the favorable attention of the farmers in the community, =
Hilly, réugh, or rocky ]and is not satisfactory either for playgrounds
or for any other purpose to which the country school plat should be
devoted. - :

In one case in New York State observed by the field agent of the
joint committee in the summer of 1913 the schoolhouse wason a hill- -
side and the acoumulated wash downthe hill had risen above the

. foundation to such an extent that th drainage actually “seeped

:4..4;' " thmugh.to"t.hg ﬂOQI‘.‘” : . . o ‘N

E . 8. ‘An-sbundant and sanitary water supply is a matter for thought- -

v

+ .ful consideration in the selection of the site for a rural schoolhouse.
S PN s b : '
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A country school building is frequently located because of the prox-

imity of a spring or a neighbor's well. - The average spring in the

country has proved to be a _%_eater menace to health than people have

ever dreamed of, because with increasing population and deforestation

there is more opportunity both for contamination of springs and

‘greater irregularity of water supply than was formerly the case.

Spring witer may appear very clear and yet be unwholesome to
drink, and it is therefore risky to depend on springs for drinking
water,, If a site is selected with the idea of depending on a well for
dri.nkﬁ;g water, it is important to take note of any possible chances
for seepage into the well. If a high, rocky place is selected, it would
be very difficult and expensive to sink a well to such a depth as to
insure a sufficient amount of pure water. Generally spesking, a
gravelly or sandy loam into which a well can be driven to a sufficient
depth to prevent any surface contamination is preferable.

6. Finally, no site should be selected for a school building too close
to electric lines and steam railways. Such a location offers oppor-
tunity for the introduction of a great deal of smoke and dust into the -
schoolroom. - Further, there is always some danger due to fires or
electricity when a building is situated near such lines. There is also
great temptationfor children to walk or play on car lines, and this nat-
urally introduces useless danger. The chief difficulty, however, is
the noise. Some States have laws forbidding the erection of school
buildings within 500 feet of railway lines, and this sort of legislation
is bound to increase.
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&= Chapter V.

ORIEN14TION OF THE BUILDING.

No school building can be well lighted if it is not first properly
placed with reference to the cardinal points of the compass. If a
building is so placed on a lot as to make it necessary to locate the
windows in the classrooms to face toward the north or the south,
neither the required amount of glass surface nor the correct, setting
of the windows will overcome the difficulties thus introduced. In
order to make this last statement clear and ‘significant, these diffi-
culties must be stated and explained.

The fundamental demands of health require the purification of a ~

classroom by direct sunlight; but it is also necessary to introduce
this all-important purifying agent in such a manner as to prevent as
far as possible the direct rays of the sun from falling on the desks
and books of the pupils while they are engaged in study. If. the
windows of a classroom are placed on the north side of a building
located in any section of our countsy, very little direct sunshine will
ever enter, and during the school season practically none, for the

‘sun’s path is then too far to the south. It may be possible in the

southern and southwestern sections to get sufficient well-dispersed
light in & classroom with windows facing toward the north, but the
light thus entering has lost its power as a germiicidal agency.. Direct

- sunlight is the most powerful and reliable disinfectant known, and it

is running contrary to one of the best-established “principles of
bygiene to construct either & school building or & dwelling house in
such & manner as to fail to get this value of direct sunlight.

True, in large buildings devoted to high-school or technical educa-'

‘tion some special rooms are needed {gasrt work, and for these the

north light has an advantage beca ita quality. North light is
soft and produces more artistic shadow effects than light from any
other direction. But these rooms are not ss wholesome as those

, recéiving direct sunlight, and are allowable only for short periods

during the day. For ordinary classrooms, where children remain at

~work during the whole day, dependence on north light is a‘serious
. o, detailed reasons are given why olassrooms shouid re-

osive light from but one side; it is sufficient here to state the fact

thst. unilateral lighting is. universally recommended in all locations

.‘yf.ﬂuﬁ' ST e .
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where light is not impeded by tall buildings, a dirty, smoky atmos-
phere, or any other serious hindrances. In cold climates it is not
best to depend on windows facing toward the north, because it is
more difficult, and consequently more expensive, to heat these
rooms. They are not only exposed to the direct winds from the
north, but they fail to get whatever available heat the direct rays of
the sun carry. By reason of thesé two handicaps a schoolroom so
situated may require in cold weather 10 to 20 per cent more fuel
than one getting east or west light. Of course the effect of the wind
will depend to a gréat extent on the construction and location of the
building. A building with walls made of porous brick or wood will
show greater leakage than one whose walls are of cament or of hard
brick. But while these difficulties suggest greater expense, they are
not of soanuch importance from the health point of view as the

dangers to lack of sunshine. For tHe sake of health every
" schoolroom—and, for that matter, every living room—_should receive
a “‘sup bath” every day the sun shines. .t

Doubtless some who realize the great hygienic importance of sun-
light have concluded thet claerooms facing toward the south are the
most acceptable. This conclusion would be warranted were it not
for the fact already mentioned. With direct sunlight streaming into
a schoolroom during the entire school day, it is well nigh impossible
to furnish proper light to all the pupils in the room. This difficulty
is not serious in a dwelling, where chairs are not fastened to the
floor- and where people can adjust themselves so as to get proper
light either for reading or for work, butin a schoolroom, where from
25 to 45 children must spend a good part of each day, it is impossible,
whether the desks are fastened to the floor ar not, for all of the chil-
dren to adjust themselves to avoid the shifting rays of direct sun-
light entering the room. . If, as is usually the case and probably will
be for & considerable time to come, the desks are fastened to the
floor, the pupils can do little to adjust their positions so as to avoid
the painful and harmful effect of direct sunlight on desk or book.

! If shades are used, they will inevitably reduce the light in parts of
the room below the normal demand, and hence some of the children
will suffer for lack of light, Many kinds and qualities of window
shades have been devised to mset these conditions, but none of them
has fully overcome the diffic'ilty suggested. Space is lacking to
discuss window shades at length. Suffice it to say here no shade has
been developed that will proerly condition the direct rays of the

. sun to a schoolroom 8o ae ¢y, guard the children from eyestrain due ;
to reflection of direct sunlight and at the same time permit the 1
passage of sufficient light to give satisfactory illumination for all
pd'to of the room. E

'




40 . BRURAL BCHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS.

The conclusion, therefore, is this: Be sure that no lot for a building
is selected which will require such an orientation of the building that
"it ‘will be necessary to depend on south light for the classrooms;
buildings for school purposes, especially for elementary classes, should
be so planned and so located on a school lot ¢hat the classrooms may
receive.either east or west light. ' )

In the construction of a small building there are some advantages
of the east light over the west. First, an eastern exposure will permit
the morning sun to take the chill out of the room before school begins.
Second, it is probably true that there are in most parts of the country
fewer cloudy mornings than afternoons, and hence thosé rooms hav-
ing windows toward the east will get a better sunning than those
with windows toward the west. In those sections where foggy
mornings are prevalent, the opposite would be true. In buildings
with east exposure the troublesome direct rays of the sun will have
nearly disappeared by 10 o’clock in the morning. - The shades can
then be rolled up for the rest of the day. In the third place, the
prevailing- cold winds in the winter are more from the west and L,
northwest than from the east, except along the eastern coast. ~

However, the correct choice between east and west windows will

. 'depend to a large degree on the surroundings. For example, if a
school building must be placed near hills, mountains, or tall forest
irees, it would be better to choose the west side for the windows, if
the horizon line is high toward the east. If the opposite be true, the
east side is preferable. A range of high hills or mountains often raises
the horizon line so high that the sun may ot appear above it until

- quite late in the day. Besides, even after the sun has reached the
zenith, a mountain’s sidgill not reflect back enough light to insure
good illumination. A wide expanse of sky is necessary. It will be
important 4hen to study' the surroundings, to note the possible hin-
drances and the general outlook in order to decide wisely whether
the building should be placed to introduce east Jight or west light into

. the classrooms. . ‘ '

Plate 17 represents a schoolhouse in the mountains of Colorado. lh
Therlocation of this building makes it very éssential that the Light '
entering the classroom should come from the side opposite the
mountain near which the school is built. ' o

Even when the difficulties with reference to lighting are for all prac-

 tical purposes equal, other considerations may affect a decision. An
attractive outlook from a classroom is better than an ugly one, and it
sometimes happens that this consideration decides the orientation
when other things are equal. For example, if a lot must be selected

..\ Dear a busy, dusty roadway, much relief from the dust, noijse, and
- disturbanoce may be secured by facing the windows in the opposite

. direction. On the other hand, the appearance of a building may

: - 5
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demand the placing of the windows on the side from which the
approach is made. All matters of this sort must be determined by
local conditions. But it will always remain true that in the latitude
of this country it is better and safer to depend on east or west light
for schoolrooms than on north or south light. .

There is still another point worth mentioning and this favors west
windows. Children seated in rooms lighted from the west will natu-
rally face north, and are then in a position to read their maps without
confusion. The cardinal points on the map will then agree with the
realities about them. The top of the map will be toward the real
. north, the left side will correspond with the real west, and altogether

the representation and the reality will bo motefug;%am\ected.

Thus far this discussion relativg to orientatfon has been concerned
with the proper lighting and sanitation of the classroom. The ques- .
tion of lighting workrooms;libraries, cloakrooms, and toilets, demands
separate treatment, for in these rooms direct sunlight is not a disturb-
ing element, and in the main the purifying inflience of sunlight is
more important. Unilateral lighting is not an essential condition in
these rooms. :

Workrooms in general are decidedly better for receiving abundant
sunshine, for here benches and tables should ®e arranged to suit the
convenience of the students;’and more individual liberty is necessary.
The same is true of library rooms. Toilets and cloakrooms require
direct sunshine and abundance of light in order to keep them sanitary
and wholesome. Proper orientation when applied to these rooms
means provision for abundant light and as much direct sunshine as
good sanitation demands. Sl

40742°~Bull. 12—14—4
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Chapter VI.
THE COUNTRY SCHOOLHOUSE.

. GENERAL CONSIDERATIOKS.

= . The country schoolhouse should be beautiful. This does not mean
) that it needs to be expensive. Frequently those who have much
money to spend on a school building do it so thoughtfessly as to de-
stroy all possibility of basuty. Towers and turrels have no place on
& country schoolhouse. A log schoolhouse can be made beautiful,
There is power in beauty .closely sllied to rightdousness. The dis-
satisfaction with country life which has caused 80 many young people
to go to the cities is partly due to the bleakness and ugliness of the
farm home, the farm barn, the rural schools, and churches. If a
. beautiful rura] schoolhouss could be constructed in every neighbor- -
hood, it would not be long before the people would see and foel ita
power.
How shall we get beautiful schoolhouses? There is only one way.
Those who have developed that sense of fitness which wo call appre’
ciation of beauty must have power_and means furnished them to
create it in our public buildings. Cities where a few artist-architects
. are at work can do much, for they can afford to hire such architects
. to plan their buildings and to supervise their construction. In the
country where a meager allowance is mado for the construction of a
schoolhouse, those inr authority do-not feel justified in hiring a worthy
architect to make their plans. Even if they did, it is not likely that
they would get the building the artist had planned; for the ordinary
carpenter who builds most of our rural schoolhouses is not able to
read drawings and to follow exactly the specifications the architect 'P
would draw up. Practically all of the riral schoolhauses constructed °
in the last ‘quarter of a century have been copied after others in
adjoining neighborhdods, and hence little:progress has been made. -
Year gfter year new houses have been built perpetuating thﬁvils
of unhygienic construction and the horrors of architectural ugliﬁgss
.. in almost every detail. By the use of the plans dgtailed and illis- -
trated in another chapter, it is hoped that a little may be done to
further the construction of more beautiful rural schoolhouses, and at
the same time to save money and get more satisfactory buildings.' «
(Sce chap. 7.) o . S ;
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This emphasis on the beauty of school architecture is not for the
purpose of declaring it to be the prime essential. Yet none of us
should forget that beauty is in its own nature useful. ° Unfortunately
those who have built our country schoolhouses have for the most
part given little or no thought to real beauty: Some have attempted
to adorn, but these adornments frequently only accentuate the lack
of unity and harmony. Hundreds of rural school buildings show
that if the roof and the sides, the height and the #idth, had been
befittingly sproportioned the one to the other, much raoney would
have beon saved, and far moro beautiful buildihgs would have been
obtained. Ugliness in rural school buildings has, t.herefore, not only
cost money, but has corrupted the youth by rudely starmg them
in the 4ace daily. Simple beauty is not expensive; it is by its very
nature economical of material. ;| Look at the illustration of the little
log schoolhouse (plate 18A) located in a far Western State. Cover
up the monstrous lean-to, and you will see how beautiful a simple
building can be. Contrast this little, inexpensive building with the
new and olaborate building shown in plate 18B. See how many things
have been-stuck together in the latter, and how much, might have
been saved if. some one in authority had seen the real through,the
ideal. :

Boauty is more than economical; it is edu(,a.tlonal in the hlghest
sensq. Beauty is not for the rich; neither is it for the poor. Itis
for all. A beaufiful country school building, appropriately located,
will exert a quiet but persistent educational influence on all who are
associated with it, in school or out. _Its unconscious reflex influence,
will enter into the life of the nelghborhood and of necessity express
itself in many ways. All who see a beautiful and appropriate school
huilding are inclined to be more loyal to the cause it represents and
loss satisfied with ugliness anywhere. The district schoolhouse is
tho only building in the c¢mmunity that belongs to all, énd in a
dofinite way it reflects the civic standards of all. It is, therefore,
important to oxpress through it the highest attainable ideals of
beauty and fitness, so that it may servo all acceptably.

WORKROOMB NEEDED.

" The rural schoolhouse should be designed to accommodate and °
encourage many legitimate phases of school work now generally neg-
lected in the country: All district schoolhouses, those for one-
teacher schools as well as those of the consolidated type, should have,

. at least, one workroom—two would be better—where manual train-

vng, domestic science, and-related subjects could be taught accord-"

ing to laboratory methods. In a district where the number of school
children does not exceed 30, one good~sxzed well-hghwd workroom
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can.@ made to accommodate both boys and girls by alternating .
their work. Here the boys can be taught to make yeaful articles of
furniture for their homes or for the school, and to apply their arith-
metic and'drawing to real problems. Such work can not be done
in the regular classroom. When s separate room is provided, much
of the manual work can be done while the teacher is Mearing other .
clagses recite. The separate workroom will furnish afi axcellent op-
portunity to place a definite responsibility on pupils who work for a
part of their time out of sight/ of the teacher, but near enough to call
for direction whenever it is needed. Manual and domestic work ‘is
individual work and each pupil can be held to strict account for the
faithful use of his or her time. ! .. .

An attempt to do manual training in a ope-room rural school |
is shown in plate 24, but certainly this is an unsatisfactory malkeshift
for & workroom. Under the conditions here shown the boys would
either have to work out of school hours or alse the rest of the school
would have to take s vacation while they hammer and saw. Much
cardboard work could be done without serious distraction; but very
few vigorous boys take as-kindly to cardboard carpentering as to
mmking some real thing of wood. This interesting picture serves to
emphasize in & more vigorous way than one could in words the need

. of & workroom-for boys in a rural school.

The boys can use the workreom as an agricultural laboratory as
well as for shop work. The preparation of boxes for tegting the
germinating power of seeds, the study of soils.and fertilizers, experi-
ments on the growth of plants, and a large number of similar experi-

" ments call for'a special room. This room could be used by the older

boys two afternoons or two stated periods a week, by the older girls
for a similar time, and possibly by boys and girls together for one
period when things of common interest, like domestic hygiene and
sanitation,. house planning, studies in food values, drawing, could
be worked out to the advantage of all the older pupils. Thé work- .
room is needed by the girls for cutting, sewing, cooking, canning,
and millinery, for leundry work, and for all other subjects directly

~ - connected with women’s work in the home. A well-prepared teacher

can make the workroom of a district school a very significant con-
necting link between the school life and the home. . . .
"The ordinary district schoolhouse conaists in general of a classroom

.only, and there will be a good.deal of prejudice to' overcome. by
* those' who would {introduce workrooms. The boary and customary

oolhouse I used as a boy had no ‘workroom.
I got along all right, and my children are no better than I” —ill
have to be met. Thig objection can be answered in some. such
ashion as this: :
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Yes, you have done well; but why do you not use the same sort of a plow your
fnt.har used? You find it to your advantage to use many kinds of tools he did not
bave. Would you be willing to deny yourself and your neighbors a modern har-
vester because your father a acythe and cradle? Would you be willing for
your wife to do her cooking in ah old-fashioned fireplace instead of on & modern stove?
Would you have her do gll your sewing by hand, as her mother did? Yes; they
were aa good a3 you and your wife; but conditions have changed, and you would not
be as good_as they if you did not take advantage of labor-saving devices, just as they
did. They did the best they could, and would be ashamed of you, were they alive,
if you did not do the same thing. 2

Such argument may not convince .all, for prejudice is not always
amenable to reason. But it will rationalize the demands for work-
rooms and will in the end serve a purpose.
1 , This demand will find more favor, however, if such objectors can
- be shown that it will often cost very little more to introduce work-

houses with classrooms larger than needed. There are not so many
children in many of the districts as theré were 15 or 20 years ago.
It is an unusual one-teacher country school that has an average
daily attendance of 35 children. But suppose it does st a little

Areaper c¢osts more than a scythe and cradle, but it is worth more.

No apology will be offered for introducing workrooms into most

of the plans which follow later'in this bulletin. They are needed,

and the children and the community should have them. THey

should be fitted with tables, cases, drawers, and benches, where tools

and work could be kept, safely during the progress of the work and

when school is not in session. If possible,a small cooking stove

- should be ingtalled and utilized for cooking an occagional warm

- luncheon for the children as a part of the work.in domestic science,

and on_which, during social affairs at the schoolhouse, a pot of

warm chocolate or'a cup of tea could be prepared. This stove will

not rust out during the summer, provided the schoolhouse is used as

it should be, and as it will be if a proper incentive is furnished. With

, proper care, and that should be a part of the teaching, it would

not rust through a summer even if not used at all. Special training

in the care of tools would teach boys to take better care of tools

and impldments at home, as well as of public property, and this
training is sorely needed by the average farmer.

It is not proposed to keep children after school hours to'do manuat

daily program. Oblect.lon to such work will, of course, be urged
| by some teachers and patrons on the ground that the program is
, already overcrowded, and that if time for manual work is taken

the course of study as outlined can not be completed and the exami-

nations Pasqed for promotion. Such objections héve weight, and
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rooms than to do as we have been doing; that is, building school- .

more to provide workrooms, that is no excuse for not doing it. -

labor of any kind; the training should be a legitimate part of the -
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some country teachers are so hedged about with rules, regulations,
and rigid programs that they could at first do little along the lines
of industrial work. It 'is difficult to cover all the work ordinarily
mapped out, and demands for more time are constant from every
one who is exploiting some specialty for the supposed betterment
of the achool. Each devotee to mathematics, nature study, . geog-
raphy, classic myths, English composition, grammar, local history,
spelling, or what not is pleading, and sometimes scolding, for the

* greater recognition of her specialty, and by reason of this persuasion
the curriculum is overcrowded, and too much fact-instruction is
demanded.

No specialty is exploited when it is urged that every girl in a
district school should learn something about hosfe-making and home
life in general. QGirls will have to learn it some day, whether they
learn it in school or not; in fact, most of it can not be learned in
school, but only through actual experience; yet it is possible to
interest deeply all girls, and boys, too, for that matter, in home
sanitation, house planning, care of children, food values, sewing,
cooking, and other things of fundamental importance tG the home.
These are not specialties; they are the common demands of life;
and even if a girl is so fortunate as to be able to keep servants,
she must know how to do sich things in order to direct servants
properly and economically. The demand for workrooms in the dis-
trict schools in which boys and girls can be taught some of the things
of practical life is part of the current demand for a more rational
education for the children. By no means should the ordinary school
work be neglected; but it ought to be shorn of its useless feat

- and\sdapted to meet actual needs. :

OLASSROOMS.

- 'The size of the classroom in a district school should vary to suit
the number of pupils of school age in the district, and more especially

- the probable number attending school, A room 30 feet long and 21
feet wide will accommeodate 35 pupils, will allow for 5 rows of desks— 1)

7 desks in each row—and will give ample aisles between the seats and
about them. A room 32 feet long and 24 feet wide will accommodate
40 to 45 pupils by placing 5 rows of desks and 8 to 9 desks in each
Tow. In a room 30 feet long and 21 feot wide, such as shown in
figure 16, 85 deeks ceuld be placed. The width of the aisle next the
> windows would be approximately 2 feet; the aisles between the rows
o>+~ of desks 18 inches wide;. the space behind the last desk in each row

" 3 foet; and the space between the inner wall and the first row of desks

. approximately 3 foet. Thé spsce between the first seat in each row

- - and tho front énd of the room would be about 8 feet. ™ This location
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of the desks insures good lighting and will give sufficient space
about and between the desks to manage the classes® without con-
fusion. If we could enlarge this room 1 foot in width, retaining the
same number of desks, the advantage would be considerabls; for
then instead of 3 feet between the inner wall and the first row of
desks there would 5& 4 feet. This suggestion is made to emphasize
the need of plenty 6f space next the blackboard most used by the
children. The size of this room shou]d be considered in relation to
the fact that it will not be cumberd§ by bookcases or supplies of
any sort; for it has been planned for a building which is to include
workroom, library, and cloakrooms.

By reference to statistics concerning the number of children attend-
ing the averago district school it will be seen that such a classroom
would be amply large for the great majority of one-teacher rural
schools. If, however, the indicationsin any district are that provision
should be made for 40 to 45 desks, the other dimension of 32 by 24
feet should be used.

.. Country schools are in session usually during the winter season,

and therefore are not as likely to be troubled by the Presence of flies,

moequitoes, and similar pests as they would be il in session in summer;

nevertheless in many parts of the country during the fall months
flies are particularly plentiful and dangerous. Whenever trouble
from' these plagues is liable to occur, wire screens should be provided
for doors and windows, and every effort be made to prevent their
presence in the schoolroom. This precaution will not only protect ,
the children while in the schoolroom, but will impress upon them

the great importance for such provmlon at their homes,

The height of a clasaroom of this size need not exceed 12 or 12§
feet from finished floor to finished ceiling. If the building is located
on a lot which will permit the lighting of the classroom from either
east or west and there Are no obstructions from tall buildings, high
hills, or forest trees, 12 feet will be sufficient. This height will save -
a good deal of expense in the construction and maintenance of the
building as compared- with a building a foot higher. The placing
of the windows will be considered carefully in another section, ~

In planning this Qussroom and the other rooms in connection with
it, the use of the basement as a furnace and fuel room should be borne
in mind. If a clasaroom of this size must also accommodate a stove,
it would be necessary to reduce the number of desks somowhat in
order to give the proper space for the jacketed stove in the comer
next the fuel room.

Some objection may be raised to the size of this room becauss it:
is smaller than many one-teacher rural clasgrooms, but its freedom
from any incumbrances whistever answers these objections.

-
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FLOORS OF SOHOOL BUILDINGS.

No more serious mistake can be made in the construction of a rural
school building, unless it bo in & failure to provide plenty of light,
than in bad construction of floors. The floors of every country
school should be made double, with some deadening matecrial between
them. This is necessary primarily to prevent the floors from being
cold and to exclude the possibility of the entrance of ground air.
The under or rough floor may be made of any well-scasoned, rough
lumber, and should be laid diagonally across the floor joists and joined
together carefully. When this floor is finished, it should be covered
with some form of asbestos quilt, deadening felt, or, if cxpense must
be reduced to its minimum, good quality of building paper. Upon
this, at right angles with the joists, should be laid the boards of the
main floor.

Floor material of good quality is becoming more and more expen-
. sive, and as a result dealers are economizing by using lumber unfit for

schoolroom floors. The best material to use is a good quality of white
oak, well seasoned, in boards not more than 3 or 3} inches wide,
tongued and grooved, and blind nailed or screwed. Nailing is much
less expensive, and, if properly done, answers just as well. Floors,

however, are often damaged by careless workmen in their cfforts

to draw the boards closely together; instead of using a nail set or
carefully fitting the boards so that they will join together easily,
they drive the nails in with & hatchet or hammer and frequently
‘batter theedge of the board so that when the floor is*completed

« it will show these marks and leave openings for the entrance of dirt.

Those who have under their charge the construction of schoolhouses
will save a great deal of future difficulty if they will hire someone
to oversee the work of laying the floors. Such an overseer could

select the boards, see that they were properly prepared, and prevent °

‘them from being marred in the nailing.

If it is impossible, on account of expense, to use oak, a good quality
of hard pine, with boards not more than 3.inches wide, properly
tongued and grooved and set carefully, will make an excellent floor.

Here agaim the supervisor should be on guard to prevent the use

of any boards with pitch gashes or knots; otherwise the probability
is that such boards will be used, and they will always make the room
sppear untidy and gather much dirt and dust. ~

Maple flooring may be used,-and, if properly laid and carefully

kept, will prove satisfactory; but maple boards are soft, stain easily, ,

show the dents of nails in shoes, and in geheral are more easily marred
than either hard pine or oak. Maple, however, does not splinter so
easily as pine and will generally wear longer. )
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Atter the floor has been laid it should be planed or sandpapered
to’ an even surface. Before it is used it should be treated with hot
linseed oil, and then, aftet it is thoroughly dried, it should be waxed.
The oil will fill the pores of the flooring and prevent it from shrink-
ing, and the wax will give it a finish so that it will not mar easily nor
hold the dust. P )

This is a more careful preparation og the floor than is usually
made in constructing a district schoolhouse. The main things, how-
ever, to be insisted on are doyble floors, a good quality of material
for the upper floor, and careful laying. The care of the floors will
be discussed in another section dealing with the general hygieue of
the schoolrobm. : '

WALLS OF THE CLASSROOM. -

As lumber has rapidly increased in cost during the last few years,
and as the use of plastering made of cement or pulp has become
much more common, comparatively few country schoolhouses are

now built which have an all-woodet finish‘on the inside. In certain

gections of the South, where lumber is less expensive, and in parts
of the Far West, where buildings are remote from railways, class-
rooms are still ceiled entirely with wooden boards; but throughout
the country as & whole most rural school buildings use some form of
plastering for the walls. When it seems necessary, on account of
convenience or expense, to use lumbe® the boards should be well
seasoned, not more than 3 or 4 inches in width, carefully tongued

and grooved, and joined evenly. The chief difficulty in the use of .

lumber for the ceiling is that it is often left unpainted, absorbs much
light, and makes the schoolroom too dark." Those walls on which
no blackboards are placed should be painted above the 4-foot line &
very light buff or grayish color, so that there will be no glare and yet
the absorption of much light will be prevented. A clear white is

objectionable, because it is liable to reflect high lights and to over-
stimulate the eyes of the children. The red end of the spectrum °

should never be used, becausg those colors absorb too much light, are
objectionable in appearance, and produce disagreeable mental effects.
Naturally, the walls above the blackboard should be painted the
game color as the other walls. All walls carrying no blackboard

ghould be stained or painted below the 4-foot line & neutral light

brown or a dark gray. The walls below the blackboard should be
treated in the same way. The ceiling overhead should‘.t)e painted
a light gray. \

When plastering is used the surface should be made firm and

hard, so that an occasional cleaning with a damp cloth will not harm' -
it. Clear white plastered walls should be tinted a light, grayish

«®
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~ buff or, when light is plentiful, a slight greenish tint may be substj-
tuted. Green, however, is a rather risky color to use because of
the danger of introducing too much ofit. The use of a light, grayish
buff is in general to be recommended. :

If wainscoting is used below the windows and the blackboards, .
the boards composing it should be stained a light brown or & medium
gray. This will prevent any strong and useless reflection into the
eyes of the children when at work at their desks.

The ceiling should be tinted a lighter color than the walls in order
to prevent too much absorption of the light. . ‘

BLACKBOARDS FOR CLASSROOMS,

Ordinarily, the best blackboard material that can be used for rurat
schools without a good deal of expense iz a prepared slate cement,
which can be mixed and spread on as ordinary plaster. This costs
more than the various forms of veneer or the preparations of pulp
or cardbeard now on thé market, but if it is put on in the proper
way it i3 much more permanent and will not buckle or draw ‘away
from the wall as the other material mentioned is inclined to do. If
it is possible to ‘use slate for the blackboards, it should be used by
all means, for, when carefully set, it will prove more satisfactory
than any sort of manufactured blackboards, - Glass blackboards are
still better, but they are so expensive that it is not likely that they -
will be used for the ordinary distrig§ school. Glass blackboards are
prepared as follows: A plate of heavy glass is ground on one side
lightly, but thoroughly and evenly, and is slightly roughened on the
other side; then this roughened side is painted the exact color that -
the board is to have. By setting this painted side against the wall )

- the color is reflected through the glass'to the other side and seems
to be an integral part of the structure of the glass. The ground side
is the side _upon which the writing will be done. The grinding

roughens the glass, which causes the chalk to leave a clear, distinct
mark on it. . ' .

Many experiments have been made in order to determine the proper .. '}
colof of the blackboard. . In geoeral the most satisfactory color is
a dull black. A ~ery slight tin of green renders the blackboard a
Jdittle more satisfactory .and a little less conspicuous, but it is so
easy {0 use too much green that one hesitates to recommend it. A
. decidedly green blackboard s very trying on the eyes and disturbing

e Yo the senaibilities. Many people suffer when in the presence of

A much greenish color, and for this reason it is generally safer, unless

T‘ . the work can be, intrusted to same one who appreciates all these ‘

" diffieulties, to use a dull, dead black. - Tha liquid slating, eo called,

often put directly upon the plastered walls, may prove fairly sami-‘//
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factory for a time, but the plastering will soon begin to chip and
discolor, and after some usage the board will look spotty and the
crayon marks will not give a clear, distinct impression. Money can
be saved, therefore, by the use of a specially prepared cement black-
board or of some good quslity of the other preparations now on the
market.

HEIGHT OF BLACKBOARDS.

A district school must accommodate the children of gll of the
elementary grades, and hence the blackboards must be pladed within
the reach of all the children. The mistake of placing blackboards so
high that the little folk can not use them is a very common error,
which those who are constructing a rural school should seek to avoid.
If the blackboard on the wall opposite the windows is set 28 inches
above the floor, the littlo folk will be able to use the lower part of this
board to advantage If the board is 3% feet wide the larger pupils
will have no difficulty in finding space at the proper height for their
work. One can not do good work on a blackboard in a stooping

-posture, and the work can not be seen so readily if it is too high.
“The blackboard on the end wall near the teacher’s desk will prove -
more satisfactory if set 3 feet above the floor and made 4 feet wide,
for this space will be utilised largely by the teacher for illustrative
work and for such assignments as she may wish to indicate on the
board. The rear end of the room may also be utilized for blackboards .
when the ‘‘breeze windows’ are set as indicated in the floor plans
suggested. The placing of this board may correspond with/that at
tho other end of the room—that is,it should be et 3 feet above the
floor and should be ‘about 4 feet wide. ' The irregular line of the
blackboards about the room will not be disagreeable, despite the
opinion of some architects.

No blackbbdards should be placed on the window side of the room.

/" There should be no wall space of any conesquence left on the window
side on which blackboards could be placed; there will be no space
between the windows and only a short space in front of the windows,
and this space ought not to be used for blackboards. It will not
receive sufficient light, and it will be so badly placed with reference
to the ‘children seated at their desks that they will not be able to
read easily anything written on it. The two ends of the room and the
side opposite the windows will give space enough for blackboards. )
The chalk troughs underneath the blackboard should be wide
enough to hold the erasers as well as the chalk, and should be deep
enough to catch and hold the chalk dust dropping from the brush and
the board surface. If a narrow strip of }-inch wire mesh is laid in .
this trough and is hinged so that it may be lifted when the trough is
to ba cleaned, it will keep the erasers frem dlppm& ;umw the chalk dust
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and carrying it to the hands and to the board, and thence scattering
it over theroom. 'This device Wil cost very little and will prove very
helpful and acceptable. .

DOORS OF SOHOOLROOMS.

Comparatively little may be said concerning the doors of school-
rooms, for those generally used are of the stock pattern, and no others
are ordinarily available. It is to be hoped that we shall get away
“ from the ordinary panel doors in time, especially for school buildings,
and come to use the plain door withoyt panels. These are now manu-
factured in a few places and have proved acceptable. No panels
- mean noledges to gather dust and dirt; and plain doors are easily kept '

clean. ; . : ~
The outer door of the schoolhouse should swing’ outward, both as
protection against danger from fire and against tho driving rains.
The positions of the doorsy/of the'schoolrooms, workrooms, and libra-
ries shown in the kariougMoor plans are worth the attention of ghose -
who are planning sch66] buildings.

-

TRANSOMS, , ~ )

Transoms in schoolrooms, and for that matter in dwelling rooms,
are largely a delusion and a snare. They are usually the dirtiest
places in the room, are rarely used » and have been continued from
time immemorial out of mere habit. Qenerally they are so far out of
reach and so hard to opan that they can not beused. As a result they
_merely add to the expense of building, gather dust, and render the
room untidy. It costs a great deal more to set transoms properly
than one would imagine. The ‘‘breeze windows’’ and the doors and
windows in the adjoining rooms may be utilized for breezes in hot,
~ weather much more safely and easily than transoms Phose who
are planning rural schoolhouses would do well to abandon transoms,

PICTURE MOLDINGS. IN' SCHOOLROOMS.
« ' . .

-One is loath to advise the leaving out of picture moldings in school-
rooms and dwelling houses; they are very convenient and useful; -
and without them walls are usually marred and -rendered unsightly
by the use of nails and other’; fastenings for hanging pictures; ‘but
thése moldings gather so much dust and dirt that a schoolroom on

- the whole is better off without them. Some inconspicuous nails or
. screw hooks may be fastened to the woodwork of the walls without
.. marring them and without catching the dust. Incidentally it should
qu - -benoted that it is nqt infrequent to find too many pictures in school-
.~ Yooms. - Few things are more tiresome than a wall loaded down with
%~ & hodgepodge of various kinds of pictures. 7

-
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CLOAKROOMS.

Every country school should have a special room where childrea
can hang up their wraps and place their lunch baskets in safety and
out of the dust and bad atmosphere of the schoolroom. Two cloak-
rooms, vne for the boys and one for the glrls would be better than &
single cloakroom for both boys and girls; but, if a single room is
properly placed, lighted, ventilated, and heated, it will serve the
_ purpose. In the chapter on the hygienic condition of rural schools it _
was shown that a comparatively small percentage of rural achools are
furnished with cloaskrooms and that in the main the children have to
hang their wraps in the classroom or stack them up in piles on unused
benches. No argument seems necessary to prove that such care of
children’s wraps is not only untidy, but dangerous because of infec-
tious diseases. If hooks for wraps are placed on the schoolgpom walls,
they will prevent the use of these walls for blackboards, render the
room unsightly, contaminate the air with odors from damp or soitéd

garments, and absorb some of the light. Furthermore, wraps so
" placed will be knocked down as the children pass about in the school-
room. Merely from the point of view of economy, it will require
almost as much space to make rdom for hooks and passageways
about the wraps within the classToom as it would to partition off a
part of the building specifically for this purpose. No teacher can
make a room appear attractive and well caréd for when all kinds of
wraps are hung upon the walls, and it is one business of the school to
teach children the proprieties of life. When cloakrooms are properly
located, they can be carefully supervised by the teacher, and this
will lessen the probability of pilfering. The loss of umbrellas, over-
shoes, and other similar articles is frequently very troublesome to
the teacher, as well as to the pupils. ‘Cloakrooms are necessary, a.nd
every plan set forth in this bulletin calls for them.

LIBRAR\ AND TEACHER'S ROOM. : .

It may be repeated that the school building belongs to the whole -
community and not simply to the children who are attending school
and the teacher who is employed. It is generally theonly community
property within the district, and, hence, everybody has a right, to
use it, under proper restrictions, and to make it the general civic
center of the communiby. Pracmcally all district schools through-
out the country have or should have some general reference books,
and- they need decent places to keep these books where they can be
consulted readily, easily, and without disturbance. It is not neces-
sary in a small district school to have a large room for the hl?rary, but.

the library room sheuld be made the most beautiful and interesting -

i il
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-one in the building. Here little Louches of decoration and comfort
‘may appear and an atmosphere of quiet study be suggested.

Many of the books found in school libraries can be used to advan-
tagein interesting the patrons in the cofhmunity in what the school is
attempting to do and is doing, and a special effort should be made to

collect such books as the-people need. One of the general reasons
why country people do not read more good books, and why they read

. newspapers instead, is that the newspapers are brought to them and
that books, even if found in the school library, are kept there and
are not readily accessible. i

Many States have provided by legal enactment for the establish-
ment and maintenance of libraries in country schools. Lists have .
been made out by committees and officers to guide in the selection of
books.  But for the most part these books must be kept on shelves or
in bookcases within the classrooms and be used by the pupils at their
desks while classes ars being conducted. As a result the school
Library is not used effoctively by the pupils unless the teacher has
special aptitude for interesting them in the books at hand. Adults

. have difficulty in giving undivided attention to their reading when
they are surrounded by much noise and eonfusion. School children
have still less.power to focus and hold their attention. Moreover,
the ordinary classroom with_ its necessary discipline does not furnish "
the incentive nor the atmosﬁlere of a reading room. = A library room
can be made attractive at little expense. It can be kept neat and
tidy, and will exert'a tranquilizing effect on the children who are
‘accorded the privilege of using it. The mere experience of -being in
8 room devoted to books and reading will create a.new sort of senti-
ment for books and develop a love and respect for them. : !

- A-district-school library should not be restricted to the use of the
pupils in attendance. The books belong to the community, and all

. who can make worthy use of them should have access to them.

" Therefore, with a special library room available, children who have

‘left school and all adults in the district should be invited to come at

any time during school hours to read and to borrow books for home

-reading. This use of the books would be impossible if they were

kept in the classroom, for the.work of.the regular recitations -
must go on and the teacher’s time be left undisturbed. Tn brief, the
country-school library. should be the public library. for that commu-
nity, and the school building should be designed with this in nimd.

__The question of the size of this room would naturally arise here.

How much space can be spared, or rather, how miuch can be provided - '
for 8 library room? There will not be & large collection of books in

" 'most of .the rural schools for & long time to come, and, hence, from i

.. . the point of view of providing room for books, only & small space will .

s be needed. Shelves can be built in the walls at little expense and
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without encroaching much on the space available, but a room large

_ enough to provide for a reading table and a few chairs will be neces-
sary. Furthermore, the library room should in many buildings, and
perhaps in most one-teacher buildings, be used also as_a teachers
room. For her accommodation a small wardrobe, a washstand, and
a mirror would suffice. The school supplies also can be kept in this
room. . .

The library room will afford the teacher opportunity to confer
privately with patrons and school officers. Teachers will soon learn
that when parents call to present a grievance it will appreciably
lessen any possible friction to send them to this room where an
atmosphere of quiet and dignity prevails and to allow a few minutes
to elapse before conferring with them. The more beautiful and taste-
ful this roonrcan be made, the easier it will be to come to an amicable
agreement. For these various reasons, in many of the floor plans
presented for one-teacher buildings one*room is planned to serve asa
library and a teacher’s,room. ] :

A room 10 feet long and 8 feet wide will generally be large enough
for both purposes, espetially if the windows are correctly set and the
shelves and wardrobe are built into the wall. )

This room should open only into the classroom, so as to give-the
teacher entire control of it and to make it possible to keep it warm from
the classroom stove. If its location should afford an opportunity
to build a small fireplace in it in connecticn with the chimney for the
classroom stove, its usefuln ess and cheerfulness would be appreciably
increased. The floor should be stained and waxed, and some taste-
ful, inexpensive rugs be supplied. .

If this library room can be made a sort of spiritual and intellectual
sanctuary for'the community, its reflex pgfluences’will be scen and
felt in many unexpected ways. A tastefdll,'cozy, and inviting library
room in some of our district schools would help mightily to developa
dissatisfaction with rusty stoves, broken window panes, dirty floors,
a hodgepodge of chromos on the walls, ill-kept school grounds,
and that general air of neglect so commonly seen about country
schoolhouses. This reflex influenée might reach beyond the school

. grounds. Do S

The possible use of the library room in connection with socisl
‘activities.in the community needs only to be igentioned.: The room
would be too small, of course, to attempt to enfertain in it alone,
but in connection with the workrooms and thg classroom, it would
prove a place for some sociul features that w]puld aid in making the
community life more enjoyable.

If some such plans for a library room could be wrought out, and the ,
books be selected and used with reference to the special needs of the 1

~ . 4
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commnunity, the people would soon be willing to increase the expendi-
ture for books and would develop a commendable pride in their public-
school library. ‘

BASEMENTS. *

Until recent years very few.rural schoolhouses have been con-
structed with basement rooms, and these have been in the colder
climates of the north, but with the use of basement rooms there -
has been a growing recognition of their value in rural schools. In
the first place, a good basement furnishes the best location for a
furnace for heating the building. The word *“‘furnace’’ is-used here
instead of ‘‘jacketed stove;”’ the only difference between a jacketed
stove and a furnace is that the jacket surrounding the furnace is
open at the top only through ducts or pipes, which are devised to
conduct ! e warm air to different parts of the building. In all
essentials, a hot-air furnace is merely a modified jacketed stove.
When a furnace is used in a basement, it will be possible-to heat
directly, not only the classroom, but the workijoms, library, and
cloakrooms. This will givé a much more satisfactory aqd even
heat to the various rooms than if dependence were placed upon a-
jacketed stove within the classroom itself. Furthermore, it will giveo

@an opportunify to ventilate all the rooms to good advantage. By
placing the heating device in the basement, space will be saved in the
classroom and a greater amount of space for fuel can be economically -
provided than would be easily possible on the first flnor. - -
~ In the second place it would obviate much dirt, dust, and confusion _
in the classroom. TIn spite of all one can do, even with the use of »
wood, a stove in the classroom is a source of a good deal of litter in one
form or another, and it always makes the room gppear untidy and ill
kept. Moreover, a building is less endangered by fire when'a furnace
is properly placed in the basement thun it is with a atove located
within the classroom. There is always some danger of fire dropping
on the floor, or of doors coming open out of school hours and thus
endangering the building. A good basement with a cement floor
and carefully protected joists above to provent overheating from the-
furnace reduces the possibility of danger from fire to & minitaum. A
furnace also generally has a better draft than a jacketed stove set

" in the room above because of the greater distance between the intake' )
of the smoke flue and the exjt at the top of the chimney. The fresh- 3

.~ airduct can be easily arranged from the outside through the basement
to the furnace without in the least disturbing the general appearance
or structure of the building. In another place more extended discus- -
. gion will be made of the heating of schodlrooms. .

- ° DBasements are always advantageous for the location of toilets

. ,and baths. This matter will be taken up in another chapter; it

L
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is sufficient here simply to state the fact in order to make clearer
the value of basements under rural schoolhouses.

Tt has been said above that a basement offers opportunity for a
larger fuel room than cén be accommodated on the main floor.
This is & very important matter. In cold climates it is absolutely

" necessary to have some convenient and amplespace for the storage

of fuel for the winter, else the teacher or the pupils-will be exposed
to the weather in bringing.in fuel and cleaning the stove of eshes.
With a basement under a‘rural schoolhouse, ample room can be

. secured for the storage of sufficient fuel to last through the winter.
"This can be put in before the beginning of school and will be safe

from rain and snow and will be in far better condifion than if it
were in some detached outbuilding. It is impracticable to attempt to
build a fuel room sufficiently large on the main floor to accom-
modate a year’s supply of fuel. :

Doubtless' the main objections which will be raised against the
construction of basements under rural schoolhouses are the expense-
of coustruction and the difficulty of keeping them in a sanitary
condition. A basementshould not be constructed ia aschool building
located on flat, wet land, unless there are abundent opportunities
for properly underdraining it, or, rather, surrounding it with drains
so that it will not become damp or allow water to seep in during &
rainy season, ] '

The best method of keeping basements dry is to surround them with
tile drains, set at least a foot below the level of the basement floor.
To-surround the building.with tiles is better than to attempt to.run
a drain beneath the floor. The tiles must be large enough to carry
away all of the water flowing toward the basement, and the ditch
must be so constructed that there will be ample flow into it from all
directions. Comparatively little local surface water sipks into the
drain; the water.comes up from below into the drain'and is thus
carried away, frequently aftgr having traveled a long distance
underground. This principle is not generally understood by those
who have not had large experience with the tise of drain tiles. - The
pressure of the water increases with the depth and naturally that -
lower down would be the first to escape, just as in artesian wells,
If, therefore, & drgii is placed all about a school building and below
the level of the basement floor, therg is no probability that-any flow of
underground water will reach the school building, for it will be carried

off through the tiles thus placed.

When a rural-schopl building s located on high, gravelly soil,
with no drainage toward'it from any direction, it will not be necessary

‘to surround the building with a drain, for a good, strong cement
" floor, and cement walls will prevent the entrance of any moisture.

40742°—Bull. 12—-14—5
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\Q might-otherwise come in.. However, it is generally safer”and .
frequenitly not expensive to surround the building wjth a drain as
indicated, and this makes assurance doubly sure. -

“Under ordinary conditions eaves trotighs and leaders should be -
provided to carry away the water from the roof of the building. If
there. are no eaves troughs, the water will falk down all about tho
building and saturate the ground, making it difficult to keep the
basement walls dry. The water from the roof should be carried
away a sufficient distance to prevent any of it from finding its way
back to the basement.  When a drain is placed well below the lovel
of the basement floor, tho roof water can be carried down through
the leaders and through cemented sewer tiles into the drain. Care
must be taken, however, to prevent the débris which gathers on the,
roof and in the gutters from clogging the leaders or the drain below,
Generally, there should be some form of trap between the sewer tile
and the end of the leaders to catch the coarser materials and thus
prevent clogging. .

aves troughs, however, have their disadvantages, especially in. -
cold ¢limiates. 'Frequently, when' the roof is cevered with snow and
the atmosphere is below the freezing point at the eaves, the heat
escaping from the sthool room will cause the underside of the snow
to melt. " A part of this water will freeze in the troughs and leaders
and-in time they will be clogged with ico and Nadered worse than
useless. Some builders in the north have given up the eaves troughs

. and depend on a drain directly below the eaves to catch and carry

, sway the water falling from the roof. They lay the drain a safe
distance below the level of the walls, give it'a good gradient, fill the .
space above it t0 within a few inches of the surface with coarse .
broken stone or baulders, put a thin coat. of soil and sod over the ’
broggn stone, and thus let the water sink quickly to the tiles. When
stone is near at hand, this method of drainage will cost less than
the use of leaders and eaves troughs and has proved acoeptable in
many places, - o : " X

Besides the difficulty experienced with ice, eaves troughs are edsily
clogged with leaves and are frequently broken.. Constait care should
be exercised to-keep them in proper condition. WV
- The space to be excavated for'a basemeht will not necessarily be
of ‘the same size as the school building. - If it.seems neocessary o

. &conomise, only such excavation need be made-as will give sufficient

» spaoe for the use of the basement as indicated. .

» -~'The height of the basement is a matter that canmot be definitely

é - wettled onoe for all; each location will offer different conditions. of
S e

.

drainage and surrounding topography, At some placea it will be
omible- to.excavate to.a greater depth with ‘safoty than at.others,
Besides, the tize and shape of €ho building will have a ghod deal 10
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do with the amount of basement walls showing above the ground.
Ordinarily the distance between the finished floor of the basement
and the joists of the floor above is about 8 feet. °If the depth of the
finished floor is 4 feet.lower than the surface of the ground around
the building, it would be necessary to raise the foundation wall 4 feet
above the surface of the ground, and unless $he building is rather
low and wide this would leave the foundsation wall too high-and
make it difficult for the exterior to maintain proper proportions. If
the excavation'is 5 feet below the surface of the ground, precaution
will be necessary to prevent the entrance of ground water and to
keep the basement from becoming damp and unhealthful.

The contour of the gmund and the nature of the soil, as well as
opporturrities for carrying water away from the building will have
nuch to do with the deptlr of the hasement. It is possible to make
a basement, where work rooms are not to be installed, usable and
sanitary when the height between the cement floor and the bottom
of the joists supporting the floor above is only 7 feet., In this case
it will generally be necessary, however, to set the furnace in a water-
tight cemented pit & foot deeper than the level of the basement floor,
80 as to keep the top of it at a safe distance from the floor joiste
above, .

UNILATERAL LIGHTING.

If the great majonty of children ware not right—handod, it would
be unreasonable to demand that the windows be so placed in school-

roomsd 88 to admit the light from the left side of the pupils when -

geated at their desks. But, since we are a right-handed race, with
brains organized wccordmgly, the great majority of children are rid
of troublesome shadows in writing only when light is admitted from
the left,side, thus carrymg the shadows away from the written work
and relioving the vision from the disturbances which would othere
wise come. If the reader will take a seat in & closed room near a
window and attempt to write with the hand which is next the win-
dow, he will realize more fully than words can tell how the shadows

of his hand and pen will trouble him, Children suffer more from _

such disturbances than older people because their eyes tire more
quickly and their attention is more easily distracted. Hence it is a
matter of importance to the health and comfort of all right-handed
children to -be so placed in the school room that light should conte
from the left rather than from the right.

All left-handed children should be taught from the first te write

" with their right hands. Cont.ra.ry'to the general belief, this is not &.
Jserious undertaking if it is made when the child is just learning to

“write. If, however, a ohild has not been carly téught to use his

neht;md soq has reached the upper gredes With an established
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* habit of using his left hand for writing, it is often better to ¢ him
~ continue rather than to insist on » late change. In all cases, how-
ever, it is only fair to the left-handed writers ta seat them, if posaible,

. 80 that the light may come from their right, B0 as to throw the shad-
ows back of their hands. But, since the great majority are right-
"handed, schoolhouses should be built to meet their needs and special |
provision be made for those who have not been taught the use of

~ the right hand for writing. g
' -But some one may ask: ““Why not have windows on both sides of

-& classroom, for is it not impossible to have too much well-diffusod
ve light in a schoolroom?” Until very recently. all school buildings
were constructeq in this manner, and it is still hard to convince some
people that lighting from one side is better than lighting from both
sides.

Suppose we consider a schoolroom with east and west exposure,
with the same number of windows on each side, located in the same
relative positions. At 10 o’clock in the morning, other things being
equal, the light is stronger from the east than from the west, and the
*  line where the light from each side is equally strong is well toward

the west side of the room. This line will shift toward the east side
the rest of the day, reaching the center at noon., But at any time
~in the day there are always two shadows of the hand and pen. These
shadows are of equal intensity only at this shifting line of equal light.
-Here they are comparatively inconspicuous, but still xisible, . To the
left or right of this changing line one shadow is stro&mt, and hence
it'is impossible to seat all pupils so as to give them an equally good
light for writing. ‘There is no desk in the whols room where double

receive the stronger light from tho side opposite the hand used in
writing éxperience less difficulty. If the heavy shadow falls athwart
the work and within the focus of the vision, it will fatigue the eyes

in a schoolroom with bilateral lighting without imposing some slight
hardship on all and s serious hindrance on sol{;ething less than half
of them, - I ' R I
*_There are other reasons why bilateral lighting is not to be preferred.
The best place for a blackboard is directly opposite the source of

.olassroom. The common custom has been to place the blackboards
" between the windows og both sides. Such a setting of blackboards
>%  is responsible for-an untold amount of eyestrain, headache, and
7 - habiti of inattertion. - He whoreads thase lines and cazt notrecal] from
= 'hin.achiool days’a distinct memory of pain from ‘such blackboards wilt
1 undsatand the juustios of the eriticiam if. he will face an-unshaded
" window“agdvipttempt 4o follow::the ; demonstxation -of' & problem
X ey Ry iA.,‘.P‘_e‘_\ L3 i o5 gy S 2
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shadows of the hand and pén may not be seen; but those pupils who

uselessly. For this-reason it is-impossible to seat all of the pupils |

light, -and hence it bught to be placed on the wall of one side of the
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whose solution is worked out on a board adjoining the window. It
must be remembered that the.eye is to a large degree an automatic
or reflex organ and accordingly accommodates itself to the light
entering it. " If one looks at work on a blackboard adjoining & win-
dow, a conflict in the demands of vision takes place. “The strong
light from the window causes the pupil to contract so as to reduce the

. number of rays of light which would otherwise enter the eye and over-

* pupils to make a blackboard placed there. effective for class demon-

.

*blackboards. T

" in. schoolrooms to sky lighting, though the latter is often helpful.in

stimulate and shock the retina. But this is just the opposite of what
the eye demands in order to read easily what is written on the black-
board; for when the eye is focused on a dark surface the pupil expands
so that all the-needed available light may enter. This conflict is the
cause of much eyestrain, fatigue, and the accompanying revulsions.
Young children'should not spend much time studying work writ-
ten on blackboards; but we can not do without blackboards nor
without frequently directing the attention of the children-to work
placed on them. It may be argued that there e(Pld be space enough
on the end walls for all the bla#kboards needed, and that it is unnec-
essary to locate them between windows on the sides. Frequently,
however, the teacher’s end of the room is broken by doors to cloak- .
room, fuel room, or library, and all the available blackboard there
found is needed for assignments and directions.- The rear of the room,
even if not broken by doors, is too far removed from many of the

strations. Besides, the light on the end of the room is generally not*
so good as it is on the wall directly opposite the light. It is a rational
conclusion, then, to say that even if unilateral lighting were not in
accordance with the demands of hygiene it would still be wise to -
locate all the windows on one side,so that the other xmght be used for

Contrary. to the usual belief, light commg directly from above the
desks introduces more dlsturbmg shadows than that coming from the
left. For this reason alone lateral lighting is generally preferabla

cities whero tall buildings obstruct the light or where troublesome
reflections from outside buildings are hkely to overstimulate and '
fatxgue the eyes. -
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Chapter VII.
PLANS FOR RURAL SCHOOLHOUSES,

The various plans exhibited in this bulletin are introdyzed for the

gestions to aid them in thé planning an construction of rural school-
houses. The variety of plans correspofs to the varying conditions

met with. Some.communities are aBle to construct buildings of .

ample sizo; others are limited in means. * Some neighborhoods, with
small school population, need small buildings; others, whose school

* population is growing, need larger buildings. Some communities can

command the means to equip & building with modern ¢onveniences g
others will have to reduce expense to the minimum; and some must
think of consolidation and the sort,of building and equipment such
conditions dernand. Problems of rural education are so diverse that
10 oné building can be designated as a standard building. There are

- some conditions which every building ought to meet and which have

- been set forth briefly in the earlier chapters of the bulletin; but, in

other Tespects, country school-buildings must be constructed to-meet

_the demands of the particular neighborhoods which they are to sarve,

~

v

N . Model No. 1.

-purpose of furnishing to district-school authorities some specific sug- .

- The first model presented is that of & one-teacherschool building, -
, including one cloakroom, a teacher’s room, a library, a.workroom for

-

the girls, a fueﬁ!qp;z a toilet for the boys and one for the girls. This
building is ‘designed to*accommodate about 40 pupils.! The plate
showing the interior arrangements of the various rooms is from a pho-
tograph taken of the model with the roof removed.” The number of
desks shown in this cut is too great. The desks are properly located,
1t each will oocupy more space than is shown in the illustration.
It is to be noted that in this building the main entrance is on the
side. .. This, 43 has been said in the discussion on the location.of the
choolhouse, 1 not, i general, the most ‘satisfactory place for the
in-entrance to a one-teacher rural school building, because in a

way it necessitates placing the loxig side of the building toward, the

m way from which the entrance is made, However, school: officers
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are sometimes compelled to select a location with east or west frontage,
*  and in such locations, if the main entrance is placed in the end of the
building, the broad sides of the rooms would lie north and south, and
this would make it exceedingly difficult to secure good lighting. The

floor plan of this building was drawn with this difficulty in mind and is

designed to help solve it. This plan can be used on a lot fronting
east or west, and in either case will get good lighting. The plan con-
‘templates facing west, so that the classroom would be lighted from
the east. This will shield the classroom from the notth and west
winds in winter, and also, to some degree, from the heat in summer,
The only difficulty with this orientation would be that the workroom,
designed for the girls, would have only north light. If the building
were faced foward the east and dépendence were.placed on west light
for the classroom, then the workroom and library would get the south

Fta. 1.—T'ront elevation, Model 2.

exposure. The choice between thetwo orientations should depend
on local conditions: Either will be, ih the main, satisfactory. .

In this building toilets are shown for the boys and the girls, the one
for thi boys being just to the left of the entrance from the outside,
and the oné for the girls opening off the werkroom, which is largely

designad for the special work that girls will engage in. Some objec~

tion might be offered to opening the girl’s toilet igto the workroom.
It wm::g be bet ter if this could be easily avoided, but since this work-
room will be occupied for the most part by the girls, it will be easy for
the teac‘er to maintain proper privacy in it. If, however, it should
seom adtisable to use this workroom for both boys and girls, the pro-

am for the boys can be so arranged that no inconvenience for the

rls will arise.  Furthermore, the door into this toilet room may be
made through the fuel room by slightly enlarging the space for the

68 .

fuel room and that marked for the girls’ toilet, and thua due-privacy i

could be maintained. ‘Ofcourse where running wateris not available,
the toilet rooms shown could be left out or be used for other purposes, -
. o [ ] .
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The boys’ room could be easily transformed into an additionsl cloak-
room, and that for the girls be thrown into the fuel room or used as a
tool room. P8 time is coming soon, however, when washout toilets
will be more common in country schools, for the pressure-tank system
of water supply will meet this demand. ' '
In this building the light for the library comes from two sides, and’
the room will therefore be well lighted and properly purified by

- sunshine. Those Who read or work in this room can easily adjost
themselves so that there will be no need for anyone to face the light.

* The room is arranged to open only from the classroom and is thereby
under constant and direct control of the teacher. Bookcases should )
be built in the walls. “There will then be plenty of room for a reading
table and chairs'for thos8 who are sent here to do their work. This
library room should be made as attractive as funds will permit. - The ]
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F1a, 2.~Rea. elevation, Modet 2.

children will consider the privilege of using it as & sort.of reward of
merit, and the teacher can use it effectively for many purposes. .
The use of the workroom will, of course, depend upon many condi-
tions. It will be noticed that the chimney passes up through ‘this’
room, and hence a small range could be placed in it and the girls be
-taught scientific cookery. - Tables and cases could be located in it for
the purpose of teaching the designing, cutting, and making of girls’
, clothing. If the boys afe to be taught also in this room, & work- -
- bench’could be installed and certain lines of manual work cbuld be
engaged in. N : : -
» - +'The cloakroom to the right of the main entrance is designed for the
. o Yse of both the boys snd the girls, and hias a door opaning directly into
B o classroom,- Bya little careful supervision and proper arfangement
7 rof hooks, cases, and shelves, this room should be amplefor the number
<. of -pupils it is designed to accommodate. If, however, at times the
%" older girls shduld need 4 little more privacy, the workroom could be
utilized for them. . . r L
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PLAN‘B FOR_RURAL SOHOOLHOUSBS, -
The teacher’s mom‘;a located off the front end of the olassroom

and is designed as a private place where the teacher may keep her '

wraps, and, if need be, keep the supplies for the school. In this plan,
the teacher’s room need not_be utilized in any way as a reception
-room, for the library can better serve that purpose.

The classroom receives all of its light from one siae, and the win-

dows on this side are placed well to the rear. The bottoms of the

windows are 4 feet abave the floor, and theif tops extend to within a
few inches of the ceiling. A B

The cubical conteénts of this building betweén the floor and the main
cei" ug and the outside walls is approximately 15,700 cubic feot. The
. ust of construction, of course, will depend upon the kind of material
used on local markets, both as to material and labor, and the kind of
finish and furniture used on the interior. The model from which. the
photographs were made whs designed and constructed by Messrs.
Copper & Bailey, architects, of Boston. There are no difficulties in
the way of construction. : :

"The interior floor plan can be modified to some degree without '

serious disturbance; for exantple, if the library were furnished with

a wardrob® to accommodate the teficher, the cloakrogm could be .
‘enlarged to advantage. However, it would be a mistake to. put

_anytHing in the library that would have a tendency to limit its useful-
ness or disturb the opportunity for making it attractive and beautiful.
As has already been said, if the workroom is to be used for both
boys and girls, it would then be advisable to open the door into the
" girls’ toilet from the fuel room. The fuel space could be boxed in, and
_there would be sufficient phssageway through the fuel room to the
toilot room. This would make the location of this room less objec-
tionable. . C 2 = 0 S
A closer view of " this building shows that the front steps are
shielded partly by a small overhanging roof. The front door is
protected from theweather. The floor of theopen passageway should
_be cement or tertazzo. The only objection tqleavihg this passageway
open to the outside as indicated is the danger of tranfps or other dis~
.reputable travelers taking advantage of it as a place to tarry at night.
If neod be, the steps could be set in and double outside ‘doors could
be included. . In the milder parts of the country this outside door
would not be necessary. In colder northern regions the outside should

“be closed with double doors, thus preventing the snows, from’ drift- <

n. {2

It would be a pity to disturbin any way the lines of the exterior, the .

pitch of the roof, ts width of the eaves, the height of the windows,
the height of the gables, or the lines of the windows, for they all blend
in%o/an alrfost perfect unity. A building with such delicate Tines as
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66 BUBAL SCHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS. -

this should not be marred with eaves troughs or leaders. The wall
should be protected by a tile drain all about the building-located
 directly under the eaves, as described on a preceding page. .
The little touches of art indicated in the style of the window sash
- may beneglected without any serious disadvantage. The color ofthe
model shown by this photograph is pure white. It would not be
at all necessary to follow this color scheme in a building constructed
after this model; in fact, the building would be less conspicuous and -
more beautiful if a darker neutral shade were used for the roof and
the sides. A dark weathered brown for the outer walls and a dark
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Fia. 8.—~Floor plan of one-teacher sohool, Model 3.

. moss green for the roof would make the building blend much better
aith the average country noighborhood than if it were treated in
" white. Any carpenter or builder should be able to take the measure-
ments of these drawings and photographs and construct this building.
in exactly the samp beautiful form. . = . ’

Model No. 8.

. The above floor plan of model 2 shows a one-teacher rural school-
house, with a classroom in the center of the building, and with the

. workrobms and library grouped around it on three sides. This build-
ing is also designed, as in model 1, to aceupy a .ot having an east or
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west frontage, and to make an entrance in the side of the building.
If ‘the front of the building is situated on a lot facing west, then the
lighting of the classroom would come from the'east, and the boys’ work-
room would receive the south light, the girls’ workroom would receive
north and west light, the library would have south and west light,
the cloakrooms would both receive west light. However, this build-
ing could be located so as to face east and be equally well situated with
reforence to thelighting. The advantage in facing it west lieg in the
fact that the classroom would be shielded somewhat i winter from
west and north winds. This plan is more elaborate than the first one,
because it has two workrooms, one for the boys and one for the girls.

PLANS FOR RUBAL SCHOOLHOUBES,

Boys Toilet

8xiz wWork. Reoom

and

Storaqe
X2

Yuelc Yurnace @

Room

Unexcavated
1 4

Fia. 4.—Suggested basoment, for Model 2.

This is a decided advantage. It gives room for different kinds
of manual training equipment, and develops a sense of responsibility -
in both boys and girls by having special rooms for their special work.
The library is not quite so large, but there are two small cloakrooms,.
one for the boys and one for the girls; in additign, there is afyel room N
in the rear of the classroom and a small room xlr tools, draWers, and
cases adjoining the girls’ workroom. -

No toilets have been planned in this building, and the basement
< would have to bo arranged for them or else detached buildings used.
The accompanying drawing (fig. 4) shows how the basement could
be arranged both for heating apparatus and for the location of toilets
and baths and offers suggestiens to those neighborhoods with sufficient
funds at hand and opportunity to supply running water.

The classroom, as was said, is situated in the middle of the building,
with only one outside wall. The windows in this room have: been

. . )
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grouped closely together on the rear and left of the children when in
their seats. The windows are set 4 foet above the floor and are 3 feot
wide and 8 feet high, The distance from the finished floor to the ceil-
ingis 124 feet. ' . ' '

Blackboards in this room are set on three sides of the room; none
areon the windowside, At the front end of the room, near the teach-
er's desk, the blackboard should be set 34 feet above the floor and
- should be 34 feet Wide. On tho other sides it is better to set the *
blackboards 28 iriches from the floor and-to make: them 4 feot wide.

Wainscoting should bo placed boneath the windows and beneath
the blackboards all around the room. On tho window side, this wains-
coting should reach t¢ the lower part of the window casing; on' the
ather side to the clfall&:"o'ugh. , :

The walls above the ainscoting and those above the blackboards
- should be plastered with the best material and, beforo the, building is
used, should be tinted a light grayish buff or a very inconspicuous
shade of grayish green. Tho colors of the red end of the spectrum
should not be used in a schoolroom.

- If a basement is provided under this building, the entrances to it
yuld be from each ond, beneath the workrooms, and these entrances
ould be guarded by some form of covering that would harmonjze
with the architectural design of the building. A furnace could be
ated at the most convenient, place in the basement, preferably near
%center, and from that point hot-air pipes could be carried to the
krooms, library, and classroom. ' .

If provifion is made for a fuel room in the basement, 2 fuel room
on the main floor will not be needed, and that room could be utilized
as a teacher'’s room. ‘The floor plan was drawn on the supposition
that no basement would be provided, and the location of a jacketed
. stove and chimney are indicated. If a basement is provided, as

suggested, walks should extend around the building and provision
shoild be made for tile drainage, i ]
. The classroom is 30 feet long and 24 feet wide and hes desk room
for 35 to 40 pupils. : ,

** The boys’ workroom, situated immediately back of the teacher’s

desk, is 24 feet long and 8 feet wide. It is lighted entirely from one

.. side and has a door opening into the classroom near the library room.

.Cases-could be built in the outer end of the boys’ workroom for tools

and models used in coanection with the shopwork. .

The girls’ workroom as shown is approximately 25 feet long and 8
feet wide and is lizhted from two sides. A door opens into this room
directly opposite the door into the boys’ workroom, and thus allows
passage along the wile aisle between the last row of geats and the
inner wall. - f '
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~ Blackboards should be set in both of these workrooms on the inner

walls and should be 34 feet above the floor and 3 feet wide. These
blackboards can be used for many purposes, but are chiefly designed
for drawings, lesson assignments, and plans in connection with the
work done in these rooms.

The small room adjoining the girls’ workroom, marked ‘‘storage
roomn,” can be fitted up with drawers'and shelves for sewing materials
and also for kitchen utensils. ' '

The library room opens directly off the classroom, near the teacher’s
desk. This library is designed to be 10 feet long and approximately
8 feet wide. Bookshelves should be built around tbe wall in those

spaces not occupied by the windows and the door.” These shelves . :
should not be more than 9 inches deep, and hence there will be room’

for u small reading table and a few chairs. ' The walls above the
bookshelves should be tinted the same color as in the classroom.
The clonkrooms, opening left and right from the vestibule, have
one door each and are designed t6 communicate only with the vesti-
bule. Were it'not for the fact that the blackboard space on the wall
in the classroom opposite the windows would be greatly limited, a
door should open into the classroom from each of these cloakfooms.
This arrangement would givo the teacher better control and would
prevent some congestion in the cloakrooms, but unless the black-
boards in the workrooms ceuld be utilized for some of the regular
-class work this change would not be advisable. .
To provent annoyance, all doors opening into the classroom should

swing out. This applies to the doors of the workrooms, library, vesti-

bule, and fuel room.
" The chimney passes up through the girls’ workroom. This will
permit the one chimney to serve both the jacketed stove or furnace
and a range for the girls’ workroom. |

The floors of all raoms of this building should be double, except . -

the vestibule, and that should be of cement or terrazzo. The upper

floors in the other rooms should be made of hard pine, selected maple,

or oak boards.

Ay

The wainstoting throughout. the building should be stained a -

" neutral brown, so as to reflect no high lights into the eyes-of the pupils

while they are at work. The roof should be of rather flat construe- -

_tion, preferably hipped. .

*The windows into the cloakrooms, as will be noticed, are set 6 feet

above the floor, 8o that the walls beneath them can be used for clothing

hooks. This provision will give plenty of light, and it also relieves

the architectural features of the building to some extent. =\ |

. The model from which this drawing was made was designed by

Mr. Williamn B. Ittner, of St.-Louis. The drawing does not show
\ Y ol & -t
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the real beauty of the exterior. The model wasg not in condition for :
photogr g, and this drawing had to be made instead.
TheAlimensions of this building are 46 by 32 feet. 1In rural com-

munities where there are-opportunities for utilizing the school for
general soeial purposes, it would furnish plenty of space. “The girls’
" wor] , the boys’ workroom, and the library especially lend them-
selves tp uses of this kind. With a range in the building, light
refreshments could be easily prepared, and this, as every one knows,
would add greatly to the success of any soctal undertaking. If a
teacher who understands how to organize a district school “to meet -
~" “the demamtds of the community were located in such a building as this,
~_ it is needless to say that she could at once interest the whole com-
\\qlunity in the rural life problems undertaken in the workroous ‘as
well a8 in the classroom. :

| BURAL BOHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS, u

<y

S . . 3 N
9. F10. 5.—Bketch of one-teacher school designed by J. L. Sibley (See p. 107).

.o

Naturally, this building should be located on good soil, with suffi-
cient ground nbout it for agriculture and gardening, as well as for
~ playgrounds. N ’ v ‘
: . Model No, 3,!

Model No. 3 represents almost the minimaum of rural school equip-

° ment. Separate entrances connected with cloakroo:ns are made for
the boys and for the girls.. From these cloakrooms doors lead into
the classreom, which, as will be seen, is designed for a district with
comparatively children. : ' .

" The dimensions of the classroom are 18 by .24 feet. The architects
have indicated the placing of 35 desks. This would give a little less -
than 13 square feet of floor surface to each pupil. This would riot be .

. sufficient, unless most of tho children were of the primary grades. .

Such a building as this should be used for nd more than 30 pupils.

In the rear.of the classroom provision has been made for a fuel
.. Toom, and also for a.furnace whith would in'troduce the fresh air into
" the'room at a height of about 8 feet above the floor. The chimney is

e ot .\ plate 7,
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pls,céd at some distance from the furnace on the other side of the fuel
room, and is designed to have a vent flue dpening from thé schoolroom
near the floar line, in this way utilizing the heat from the furnace to
create a circulation of air in the schoolroom.. Possibly it wodld have
been better if the chimney had been placed near the center of the
partition, so that the smoke pipe leading from the furnace to the

" chimney woild not be so long, and hence less dangerous, and®also

to prevent dead airspacefear thewindow side ot theroom. However;
this su"gestion is not of great importance, because there is less danger
of dend air space near the windows than on the opposite side of the
building. o

Tho storeroom off the fuel and furnace room is designed sunply for
brooms, brushes, and such material ns a janitor would need. A
sopurate entrance is marked for the janitor. This does not seem at
all essential, bitt does make an“easy method of introducing the fuel.

The classroom is lighted abundantly from one side alone. The

"windows are placed, approximately, 4 feet above the floor and run

up to the ceiling. It will be noticed that the ceiling of the clofk-

,rooms and the fuel room wiil not be.so high as that of the classroom

-

on account of the methad of roofing. This will be u definite saving
and will introduce no serious difficulty.

Two small windows, one in the rear and one in the front, of the
classroom on the rlght of the pupils’ desks, may be included for the
purpose of ventilation during warm Wenther If these windows are
inserted, they should be placed above the blackboards and so arranged
that they may be opened easily from the floor. They are npt designed

for light, but are “breeze windows.” »These will relieve the rather

bare side of the building, and give a better general effect architec-
turally. 5

The rather elaborate steps and overhanging roof give a qua.mt
effect to the building, ang would not be at all difficult or expensive
to construct. “

Thelight in the cloakrooms is preserved by cuttmg away the broad
eaves immediately over the windows in front of the building.

As noted above, this building is plinned for almost the mirimum
activities of a rural school, and may be of service in those communi-
ties which can not undertake to build a more elaborate structure,
designed for a larger educational program. :

The ehalet effect in this building would be especially pleasing on a
beich level of a hillside, with the windows facing up or down the val-
ley.. Such a position should bu:l&nin only when there is a sufficient
amount of level ground to afford playgrounds and such gardening as
a school of this size would undertake. The huilding should face
south, preferably, €0 as to get the west light in the classroom and the
south light in the cloakrooms. If it faced north, the classroom would

i
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get east light, which is frequently better than west light, but the .
cloakrooms would not get as much sunshine.

This building especially lends itself to the clapboard form of con-
struction; that is fo say, the weatherboarding could be unplaned
lumber fastened to an inner sheathing and then stained some color
that would blend with the trunks of the forest trees. The long, flat
roof and extended eaves give it beautiful lines, and if the grounds
were treated to'sult the building it would ‘make & most attractive
small rural schoolhouse. This building should not be treated in any
other way than in wood ; it would not suit brick, stone, or cement. i}

-The cost of such a“building ought to’ be very low, for it would
require very little lumber, and the plan is so simple shat any builder
could easily constriict itfrom the data given in the floor plan and the
photograph. These are all drawn to scale, and although' they are -
much reduced in the photograph all the working drawings could be
made up from the data here given. : ) el

In the classroom in this huilding the blackboards are on three sides
of the room, nope at all being on the window side. The main_bl#éck-
board is on the wall directly opposite the windows. Since this build-

ing is egpecially designed for primary pupils, the bl#€kboards should

not be set above 28 inches in height, except at the teacher’'s end of

the room. The width of the board should not exceed 3} feen

Model No. 4.

Drawings showing the basement and floor plans of model 4 are
hera inserted and described. This mo%el was designed for a small

‘willage school or a consolidated rural school in which two- teachers
.would-be sufficient. The basement plan includes toilets and baths

for both girls and boys, with dressing rooms attached, and a fuel and .

furnace room. $ . _ e
In order to .economize space and ‘Jessen ¢xpense, entrances to the

basement rooms are made at eac, from the outside of the byild-

. ing. Some simple harmonizin covering should be devised for the

stairways leading down into the basement, and walks should be con-

structed, along ‘the whole front of the building and 6n the two ends .

leading 16 .the basement staps. s
The entrance to the furnace room could be made through the boys’

 bathroom orva separste door for it could be opened on the outside.
", It would be simpler and ¢heaper to-open this déor through ‘the boys’ |
* rbom, as indicated.

« The drawing for the basement shows half of the space underpeath
the buibling excavated. If funds .permit’and the location be suite
able, thie whola ares undernesth the building could b ex¢avated,

.andyin addition to the toflets and bsths s furmacd room; work-
Ny iﬁgﬁufor‘!?opmd‘gjrlgconubﬁe@iﬁymnsmm.
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would necessitate lifting the building somewhat higher above the

surface of the ground in order that the excavation would not be too

deep to interfere with sufficient light and proper ventilation in these
workrooms. However, the building should not be lifted much higher
above the surface of the ground than shown. Light could ke ar-
ranged for two sides in each of these rooms. The stairways to the
basement could lead into the workrooms rather than into the toilet
rooms, and corinecting doors from the workrooms to the toilet rooms

could be easily provided. 4

The drawing shows a shower bath and two dressing rooms for the
boys, and the’'same conveniences for the girls. TFhe furnace room is
shogm auﬁicxently large for the storage of fuel.

The chimney is set. to pass up thyough the center of the bulldmg,
through the partmon between the two classrooms. If a workroom

for the girls is devised in the basement, an additional flue in this |

chimney should be constructed to accommodate a range.
The basement plan as shown makes provision for the introduction
of ample light and sunshing A basement of this sort, with the sani-

tary appliances indicated, could not be equipped unless running -
water ang either a sewer outlet or an ample septic tank are)awnlable.

in connection with the toilets and baths.

The floor of the basement rooms should be carefully oemented and
the walls plastered with hard cement plaster; and some form of water-
proof” paint should be used throughout the rooms.

The ceiling of the furnace rqom should be parefully constructed, so

a8 to avoid the possibilities of fire from the furnace. If need be, the -

fumace,could be set in a pit a foot lower than the floor of the base-
ment; but, with such an arrangement, especial care should be taken
to prevent seepage of any water into the pit.

Th® drawing also shows that the dressing room, the sta.llé for the
seats, and the urinals all face toward the windows. This will insure

better sanitary. conditions and will also make it much easier for' the

teachers to inspect the condition of these rooms.

A fresh-air inlet for the furnace should be built froin the window

side and the duct be 8o placed th at it will not be in the way of the
fuel. The location of this duct will*depend somewhat on looal oon=
ditions; it is therefore not shown jn, the drawing.

The, floor plan (fig. 6) of this building shows two eht.ra.me
porches, a cloakroom foreach clagsroom, a: library oonneotmg with
each classroom, and a teachers room off the library.

The dimensions of the classrooms are 22 by-30 feet, withlight entu-ely

* from one side. It seems untiecessary to mtmduce breeze wmmdowi
into exther of these ch#rmng,ahwbm the Outpﬁ' door in m@rmml
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| 1 opens on & covered poreh, and, if a breege is needed, this door can be
' left open. Additional help in the way of a breeze could also be °
. obtained through. the library by opening,the doors from the class.
rooms into the library and throwing open the windows of thelibrary.
° The windows in each classroom are grouped to the left and well to
the réar of the pupils when seated at their desks, thus insuring plenty
" oflight. The Wwindows are designed to be 3 feet wide and 8 feet high
~and to be set 4 feet above the floor. The mullions between the
windows are to be not greater than 12 or 14 inches. This arrange-
ment of the windows would give a glass surface a little greater than -
{ one-fifth of the floor surface and, with this size of classroom, would
insure abundance of light under any ordinary conditions of proper
~ orientation. Sufficient blackboard room is furnished by using the
rear and front walls of each classroom” and those parts of the inner
walls not broken by doors. No' blackboar s should be placed on.
the window side. ‘

The height of the classroom should not be greater than 12} feet
from finished floor to the finished ceiling, as indicated in the previous
plans. The finishing and tinting of these rooms should follow the.
general plan indicated in connection with the other models.

If it seemed better to dispense with the teachers’ room and instead
supply a wardrobe for each teacher, the library room could be.-
enlarged to advantage by iricluding the space marked off as a teachers’ °
room. .This would give a Jibrary room 24 feet long and 8 feet wide, .
which could be made the most attractive and inspiriag place in the

" Doors are indicated in the cloakrooms opening out on the porch,
80 that when children come to school they may hang up their wra
before coming into the classroom. However, these doors could be *
dispensed with, and the'inner door indicated would suffice. . This, J
of “course, would make more copgestion in the closkrooms, but it
« ‘would give the teacher better control, and thus prevent pilfering and
" oarelessness in the eloakroom. ' 5w
.~ Warm-air ducts are shown in the'sorner of the' library room and
% the teachers’ room. These.come from the furnace below and should .. -
% open ingo the olassroom approximately 8 feet above the floor. The J

sige of these ducts will depend somewhat on the lotation of the fur--

- nace and their complete insulation from the cold air underneath the*
| * building. There ought to be also & warm-air duct opening into the
library. The location of this is not indicated, but cah‘be easily sup-
plied In ‘copnection ‘with the duat dready indicated, in the fibrary,
In Yyigorous ¢lfimates foot warmers should be introduced along the

- frontiof & sentsitunted ness the front of esch rpom.*
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The windows opening into the cloakrooms, library, and teachers’

room should all be of the same dimensions as those in the classroom
_ and should be ] the same manner.

The porches should have cement floors and, instead of a boxed
entrance as indicated in the photogrgpli of the model (plate 9), -
steps could be arranged partly inside and partly outside the full * -
length of the front side of the porch. The open end of the porch
should be shielded by a banister or a solid wall 3 or 4 feet high.’

- The drawing suggests that a water cooler could. be located in the
inner corners of thé porch. This position also would furnish excel-’
dent opportunity for a drinking fountain and would be safe exceptin -
extreme cold weather, when the water eould be turned off and some
temporary arrangement made for supplying proper drinking facilities,
Local conditions and climate will have so much to do with "these
arrangements that enly suggestlons are possible.

The photographs of the views of model 4 show how the building -
would appear from the outside. The only difference between the
photographs and the description given is with reference to the °
entrance steps to the porch. While the illustration hardly indicates
it, this is a beautiful, simple model for a two-teacher country school-
house These models used as they have been in many different
parts of the country, were not in good condition for photographing, ..
so that they do not appesr to the best advantage in the illustrations. °

The r6of has wide eaves and is comparatively'flat. No attempt -

* at decoration is manifested aside from pleasmg propartions. :

This building could be treated either in wood, cement, or brick in -.
an effective way. If constructed of wood, it should not be pn.u;,ted'
white, but in a color to harmonize with its environment.

If paves troughs are used on this building, the leaders should be
“placad in the rear so as not to harm the effect of the lines of the front. ]

a tile drain were placed about the house, as indicated in previous -
discussions, and the steps to the basement were properly and effec- -
tively guarded froin beating rains, no eaves troughs would be neces- - * *

. 8ary, for tho roof is wide and 16w and ‘the water could be' carned oﬁ ’%
by the drain.as fast as shed from the roof. ] o0

If,a building following this model were constructed on a good »
ldcnt.lon, fronhng east or vest and the garden treated to harmonize, -3
there is no doubt that'a very ‘beautiful and attractva rural school- . *,@f
house would result. !

The writér is indebted t& Mr. William B Itt.ner, of St. Loms, for v 3
oonstruotmg this motlel on a floor plén which was suggested to him. = 3

This plan is commended.to thooe village and country school oﬂioen

. who desire.to get a ‘ood buildmg with minimum cost. Thosa who
1 undertp.ke to oopy it ,cm;htzto t.ryﬂto get:thie ssme effect in.the pro"

X viaw
% ,3 ﬁgpuherb shown:" S I Sl g™ Y ey U
*1 *#{:r%\fmw"«w" 9 ' 5 iy
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‘Model No. 5. . .

Model 5 represents a three-teacher school building, having a library
and & girls’ workroom on the main floor, and & basement, including
baths and toilets for both boys and girls, & workroom for the boys,.
* and provision for two small furnaces and a coal bin connected

rewith, .
kh%lnt.mnce to the basement is gained from either end of the building
through a vestibule. The girls’ toilet and bathroom is not accessible
from any other part of the bassment. The entrance to the boys’
» workroom is near the foot of the steps leading to the bésement, and
sthe boys’ toilet is entered from an adjoining door. Entrance to the »
furnace reom and coal bin is down the stairs used by the boys.

T /

Fia. 8.— Reaf elevation, rural schesl designed by J. L. 8ibley (see p. 107).

A three-teacher schoolhouse is one of the most difficult to plan. g
In reality this building is what might be termed a *four-roomed’’
building; but the space for* one classroom and its necessary tloak-

“room shas been utilized for the library and the girls’ workroom. A
building of this type would be well adapted for a centralized or Gon-
solidated school in & sparsely settled district. .

Two furnaces are shown.! - One large furnace would be ample, and
it could be situated nearet the center of the building, relieving the
boys’ workroom, and making it easy to conduct the heat from the

" furnace to the various rooms in the building. If this change from
two furnaces to one is made, as indicated, special care will haye to be
taken to provide an ample inlet for the fresh air, and this would
probably. be done better by constructing & DATTOW passageway ending
nesr the furnace in & galvanized duct. This would prevent a good ** -

" deal of friction and insure & better supply of fresh sir. . - . .
Dreaing rooms for the boys could be easily construgted along the L

... iningk wall next the workroom, - e

. -, Theillusthetion shows {hiroe showers umar the outer etid of the girls’ -

: to__ﬂft.poommd two nﬂ&m@”g_q&mée}'— It seems that-three showers 3

-y

o
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would be ample, and that the two equares marked “showers” near
the steps could be utilized for dressing rooms.

Ample hghtmg forsphe basement rooms is indid#ted, ospecm.lly if
the small furnace in” the boys’ workroom is removed and a larger
furnace put nearer the center. '

If this building is lochted on a slight elevation, in good soil, the
basement can be excavated to the depth of 44 feet, and the dlst.ance
from finished floor to the ceiling of the ba.sement would be 9 feet,
thus giving windows 4 feet in height on those sides of the basement
requiring the greatest anibunt of light.

_ The plan has been designed for'a consolidated rural schqol where
running water is available, where good drainage can be obtsmed
and where a séptic-tank-disposal can be introduced. -

Plate 8A was made by removing the roof of the model, raising
the model on edge, and photographing it down through the interior.

It will be necessary to face this building north or south in order to
insure the proper lighting for the rooms abovo ground as well as for
those in the basement.

The classrooms are 30 by 24 feet, and this photograph of the
interior shows provision for 48 desks in each ropm. This is too great
& number; instead of 6 rdws, quly 5 should be provided. This will
glve better spacefor aisles and wﬂ‘ﬂot overcrowd the reom. In the
primary grades, however, if condmons demand 6 rows, they may be
introduced, because desks for pmma.ry pupils are not so large as those
for the upper grades.

Each classroom is lighted entirely f rom one sxde, and the desks are
so grranged that the pupils get the light from the left side. The
windows are placed tb the rear and left of the pupils when seated at
their desks, each room being provided with 5 windows, 3 feet wide,
8 feot high, and set 4 feet above the floor.

The distance from finished floor to the finished ceiling in all of the
rooms on the main foor is 12} feet.

" In addition to the three classrooms, a girjghsworkroom and a libx‘&ry

are provided on the main floor. The girls’ oom. is fighted from

two sides; the library gets its light from one side.only. It seemed
better to give the girls’ workroom .the advanta.ge of the lxght and‘
ventilation; because such wotk as they engage in will necessitate in
part, at least, better light than would ordinarily be needed in those

- parts of the hbrary some distance from the windows. The space

near the windows in thd library can be utilized for reading iables,

-,

and the .space -nearer the halls can be left free for bookstacks l.nd‘_ﬂ

(magmne tables. ~ ., o
It will be noticed that the chimney is so ]phee& as to come up

thronngh one wall of the corridorand & croes wall bctwwn f.wQ olm- i
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rooms. This will necessitate & very little amount of projection
either into the corridor or into the classrooms.

Provision is made for inlets for the warm air, if a hot-air furnace
18 used, and for exits on the same side for each room. The arrnge-
ment of these ducts and exits should be studied very carefully, so that
each room could ordinarily be kept at the same temperature.

‘By reason’ of the foreshortening in photographing the interior of
the model, the walls seem to be spread across the center and make
the floor look a little irregular; but this photogtaph has been intro-
duced in preference to line drawings, for it shows & great many more *
features than an ordinsry drawing could sho¥.

A cloakroom, opening into the classroom only, is shown at one end
of each classroom. These are lighted from the outside and are ample
for all of the children in eachroom. Provision for two doors, opening
into the corridor, was. made for each classroom. If it should seem
more advisable to introduce but one door from the classroom into the
corridor, this change can be made without any difficulty.

From the vestibule a series of steps leads up to the corridor and
another series down to the basement. Double doors are indicated in
the model at the head of the steps leading up into the corridor. This
isolates the corridor and the rooms opening into it from any possible
contamination of the air from the basement. These doors at the
.end of the corridor should be fitted with large panes of glass, 8o as not
to obstruct the light. Outside doors are shown at each entrance, '
and these could be left open during the school session, thus preventing
bad air from getting into the cgrridor or classrooms from the base-

v -ment.  These outside doors show large transoms or windows above,
It will not be necessary to arrange these windows as transoms; they
are needed simply for the purpose of throwing plenty of light across
the vestibule into the corridor: K

The photograph (P1. 5C) showing the front of the model will make

* the entrance doors clearer, and will also show the method of light-
ing the classrooms and the front part of the basement. The decora-
tions in the upper+parts of the windows opening into the classrooms -

| . are not essential to the. beauty of the building. They sepresent
little artistic touches which may be introduced if desire prompts.
Unfortunately, the pillar on the right of the entrance as shown in the

- out of the front of the njodel was out of plumb, and makes the model.
appear awkward. Attention should be called to the low, projecting
' z6of, end especially to the extension of the roof over each entrance

| sothebuilfing. | .

~ . 'Tho question might arise regarding the necessity of two entrances,

*  one piArked for the boys and the other foathe girls. -'Il‘h;;e is no need

- ohlimiting the boya to entrance. &t one pointiand the girla to another.

e However;there aﬁuld be & door in the rear Jeediog cuf toward the -
B J . 3 i & ey " >

e
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playground, and since  the basement on the girls’ side is cqrefully pro-
tected, there is no reason why this door could not be used by both
boys and girls, and the same is true of the front entrance.

, If this building were located on a'lot fronting east or west and if
there were sufficient space to remove the building far enough from the
roadway to avoid dust and disturbances, it would be entirely justifi-
able to Tace the broad side of the building toward the roadway, thus
making the two entrances equidistant from the gateway leading from
the street or roadway. In fact, this building is beautiful from any
point of view and easily lends itself to proper orientation.

The height of the classrooms from finished floor to ceiling should
not be over 124 feet, and the drawing shows the corridor 12 feet wide.

The cloakrooms are drawn 6 feet wide. The location of the doors
into the cloakrooms; can be seen by “studying the cut showmg the
interior. ‘

Thle model was esxgned by Cooper & Bailey, of Boston. ‘The
building can be constructed of any ordinary material, but is especially
adapted to concretd or stucco. The model is painted white, and
hence is shown in the photograph in this color. It would ordmmly
blend bettér with the environment if it were a dull gray or, if con-
structed of wood, & rich brown. The color of the roof should be made
‘to harmonize with the construction. A building following this plan
could be comstructed at a reasonable cost, for it demands no super-
abundance of material and isin every way simple in construction.

> ' Model No. 6. -

The floor plans and views.of the model here mtroduced show an
unususl type. The model represents a building ‘having four class-
rooms, with a cloakroom attached to each; two separate excavations
for basement, in which are rooms for tmlets baths, furnaces, and fuel;
connecting pergola.s and an open-air theater or assembly room.

The accompanying drawing (fig. 10) of the basement plan shows
that only half of the space covered by the two parts of the building
is excavated and that the entrances to thie basements open to the rear
and outside of the building. Toilets are located in each case where
they will be well lighted, and shower baths and dressing roornfs are
- indicated in each side, The basemant rooms are to be lighted from

*one side and the outer end. A chimney from each basement extends

up through, the connecting walls between the classrooms and emerges
at the comb of the roof. The furnages can be so placed as to make it
easy to secure fresh air, and the ducts leading to the rooms above oafi

be easily constructed. If instead of-hot-air fumwes, hot Weteror low- - : ,I

pressure steam seems proferable, one boiler would be sufficiént &nd -/
the m}t could be ooilmde ity cmfully pmmm piped yndemmd P
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from one bulldmg across the court to the other. This basement plan
could be uséd only in communities furnished w1th running water and
sewer connection or septac-tank disposal.

The floor plan represents four classrooms and a cloakroom at the

outer end of each. These classrooms are 32 feet Iong and 24 feet
\

Open Air
hea

CloakRoom
2426 . »

CLAssRoom ] = A o CrassRoom .
TA'x92’ oy i ‘v 24'1.3:' . 2

*  ¥i0. 9.~Matn figor plan, Model 6.

x_ ‘mde The cloakrooms are 6-feet wide and extend the entire width
' of each classroom. This makes it possible to introduce windows in
... tha edds. of the building for hghc:;lg the cIloalmom@, thus relieving
g %M£¥W of the b b t]hub ; Pk
g unusual an mmangparq, buildmg es in the fact v
Qhu nolnlh huve boenpmuded’ then' place ) mlkmg by pergﬂlug
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~ connecting the two buildings and of)ening into the court. There is ’

also shown a series of semicircular amphitheater seats for open-air
classes and assemblies. This modél was designed for the warmer.
parts of our country, and espegglly for those soctions of the South
and Southwest where the climate will permit much outdoor work.
The building can be used not only for school work, but for social and

educatiohal purposes by the whole community. _ mg

i IES_EH:’-‘:B"S

PR |

] ?ﬁrnau ¢
Tuel Room

.

Unexcavated Unexcavated

F1a. 1), —Basement filan, Model 6.

The building may face either north or south. In the' warmer parts
of the country it would be preferable for it to face north, so that an
audience occupying the amphitheater seats in thg rear would not
have to face the sunshine. In the'cold or windy parts of the country .

& good deal of protection could be secured if the building faced south,

In no case should the building face east or west, because, if e8 placed,
the classrdoms could not be properly Hghted.  ~ ' .
T'he pergolas should be covered with vines, preferably grapavines -
or oné bardy. perennial, o thatdin time the whole struoture Would

2 il
i i S ) - ¥ i

L i S L o i b T e e e S S il i




-84 BURAL S8CHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS,

nodeeem to be composed of two parts, but would be blended into a

@wo doors are shown in each classroom, one in the front and one
in the rear end of each room. These open directly out. beneath the
pergolas and into the court. The width of the court, as shown in
the drawing, is 30 feet. This will not Separate the.-two parts of the
building too far, and at the same time it will give sufficient room for
the open-air theater and the court to accommodate not only the
members but the patrons and friends of the school.

In order to get a little more clearly before the reader the idea ir
mind in drawing these plans, the following uses of this open-air
theater are suggested: In the first place, all the children in the school
could be gathered from their classrooms to these 8eats in a minute or
two, because the children of each room could march separately and
directly to the theater. Hence, in good weather, the morning’s
exercises.for the whole school should be conducted here. Chorus -
work throughout the day, or regular classes from any of the rooms
where blackboards® are not necessary, could be conducted hege.
Entertainments of all kinds, weather permitting, could be given
without any danger of disturbing the school building, and, above all,
in the open air. The pergolas offer an excellent opportunity for
simple decoration for evening entertainments; two or three dozen
lighted Japanese lanterns hung from tie beams of the pergolas would
make a beautiful picture. The rear court could be used a3 a stage,
and its convenience to cloakrooms and classrooms would easily sug-
gest how these might be used as dressing rooms whence the actors
could emerge without the need of curtains. Flowers, plants, and
shrubs in this rear court could be arranged with the idea that the .
space is to be utilized for a speaker’s platforyp, for a theater stage, or
for the conductor of & chorus. . ,

Neighborhood clubs, farmers’ institutes, and all the social and edu- ‘
cational gatherings of the neighborhood might utilize this open-air
theater. 1 *

It will be evident to anyone considering the proper site for such”
8 building that the amphitheater sdats could be mare easily and
srtistically placed if the building were situated with these seats rest-

- ing against a hillside or a convenient mound about which were vines
and shrubs and trees.

‘THb upper tiers of seats irr this amphitheater should be about 16"
inches high, and the lower tiers should be adapted to the smaller .
children and be about 12 or 14 inches high. ' The width of the seat |
should be great enough to provide space just behind the back rest

- for the feet ¢f those sitting immediately. be&'md, and, thus keep them _
. om fntarterlng with tho backs of thoso sitting ono step Jower, 2

Vi )
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No one who has not felt the delight of guch an auditorium as this
can he expected to appreciate fully the pleasures and comforts it
brings. In this auditorium questions of ventilation do not -enter,
and it would certainly emphasize in a striking way to all the people
who might frequent it that there is far less danger of taking cold in
the open air, when properly clothed, then in ill-ventilated rooms.
Such an open-air ‘‘room”’ as this would be the most useful, the most
delightful, and most educational place about the whole buddmg

The cross porgolas connecting the centers of the two buildings
should be 12 feet wide at least, and a bubbling fountain should be
erected at their center. The waste from this could be piped directlyw
to & waste-water oxit in one of the basements. A fountain located
at this point would be easily accessible to all of ti » children and to
anyone else attending exercises in the theater. If it should seem
necgssary to'have more then one fountain, they could be arrdnged
for at the same point. -

The classrooms receive light from one side only, to the left of the
children when seated at their desks. Each window is 3'{feet wide,

. 8feet high, and is set 4 feet above the floor.. Instead of the ordinary.
- sliding sash, casement windows should be supplied to this building,

which would open directly out and be sd hinged shd guarded that.
they could be held at any point without danger of being broken by’
the wind.. Platé 26B is insérted to show this window arrange-
ment in one of the semjopen-air rooms of a Louisville school build-
ing. This type of window sash calls for apecial care in construttion
and arrangement, but can be imitated with success in a rural school.

This building*would easily accommodate 140 to 160 pupﬂs of the

- elementary grades and 100_of high-school grade

Several serious omisstons in rooms needed in such a bulldmg a8
this have doubtless occurred to the reader; no library, no workrooms,
and no offices for the teachers have heen planned. They have been
purposely left out of this plan not that they are not absolutely essen-,
tial, but that they could be provided in deparate bulldmgs This form
of building permits of front extension without any serious disturhance
to its umt.y In drawing these plans without these several rooms, -
the thing in mind has been the construction of four ¢lassrodms, with
the accessories. mentioned, at the very lowest posslble cost. By re-
ferring to theq)hotographs representing the model it will be seen
that the hipped roofs of each half of the buiiding are low, with wide
eaves, and hence that all the walls are of the same height. If the

building.were constructed of wood, each piece of studding would be
_of the same lengt.h provided the foundatlons were level.: - Altogether

the construction } is reduced to its simplest elements, especm.lly as t,ha
expense of hlls i is entirely ehmmam =

oy
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“"trol and preventing many arnnoyances.

. for this building. N o.change would be necessary except tointroduce

7 L TR 2|

. 3 - T . - * ) . £
86 RUBRAL BOHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS. C ‘
. U _

These plans are offered, not as perfect and complete models, but
as hints toward greater utilization of the open air for classes, assem-
blies, and genéral social work.

The building should be located on ample ground, and the trees,
shrubs, and gardening effects should be made to harmonize with the
atmosphere of freedom and space suggested by the courts and the
open-air theater. -

Thanks are due Mr. William B. Ittner, of St. Louis, for the con-
struction of the model on floor plans furnished him. The photo- |
graphs do not give an adequate idea of the beauty of the model.

Plate 11A represents a one-teacher rural school in York County,S.T.

The floor plan (fig. 11) shows a classtoom 24 by 32 feet, a cloak-
room 16 by 6 feet, a teacher’s room 8 by 6 feet, and & workroom 12
by 24 feet. The opén porch is plainly shown in the view. There
are'three outside doors, two leading into the classroom and one into
the cloakroom. The windows of the classroom are well grouped on
the left side of the pupils, ard two windows open in the rear. The -
locations of the windows in thd workroom and the teacher’s room
are shown in the floor plan. . :

This building, though it is far above the average, could be im-
proved in the following ways: . '

A basement could easily be constructed beneath it. An examina:
tion of the photograph shows that the building is resting upon narrow
brick piers.

A building like this 50 feet in: length, if placed on high ground, or,
preferably, ground sloping t the rear, would offer easy opportunity
for installing in the basement a furnace which would heat the class-
room, the workroom, and the teacher's room. The basement would
offer abundant space for the installatiqn of toilets and baths and a
workruom for the boys, the workroom on the main floor being re-
served for the girls. With this change there would be no reason for
the rear door opening front the classroom; hence, the space devoted
to the cloakroom and the teacher’s room could be lengthened 2 feet,
the cloakroom shortened-slightly, and the teacher's room could then
be transformed into a library and teacher’s room with more satisfac-
tory dimensiens. '

The cloakroom would be safer and better lighted if & large window
took the place of the door. 'Pupils would then have-to enter the
cloakroom from the classroom, thus giving the teacher complege con- -

The following drawing (fig. 12) represants a réarfanged floor plan -

» window in the closkroom instead of a door, to close the rear door

from the classroom, aid to widen the window in the library to 4 feet.
" ~ '
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Work® oom
24 x 12/

Small Ranqe
- Fla 9

- .
Cloak Teacherr
Room

Porch (A 374 el ) . £
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~ CLAs55 Room
24'x 32’

Jacketed
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’
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y Vet windovws 8 above fl. .
i ~TF1a. 11.~Floor plan, ons-tencher rural school, York Couaty, 8. C.
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« Fua. 12.—Rearranged floor plan of building shown tn fig. 12,
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; . Instead of the two windows in the rear being at the same height

' above the floor ‘as those on the left of the pupils, they should be set at
least 6 feot above the floor, so that the blackboard could extend
across the rear end. These windows could then be used only for
“breeze” in hot weather. :

The original drawing shows a platform fof the teacher set near the
front door. The dlawmgs for the floor plan show no platform, and .,
the desk of the teacher is moved to the opposite side of the room.
This is 8 better position; because the children’s eyes are shielded from
looking toward the windows when attending to the toacher, and the
teacher’s desk is out of théWay of the children going to and from the
cloakroom before and after school; further, it would give the teacher
better position for managing the classes and better supervision over
workroom, library, and cloakroom.

Some objection might be offered to the length of tlm building in
comparison with its width, and were it not for the simple but rather
graceful porch, this objection would carry more weight. As it is, the
building does not look out of proportion and shows good lines. -

Figure 13 and Plate 40A represent the floor plans and an outside
view of a one-teacher rural school designed by J. 1. Felt & Co.,
architects, Kansas City, Mo.! These pla.ns anticipate either the con-
struction of a new building or the remodeling of an old building. For
example, if an old bluldmg in the form of a classroom without any of
the convenionces affachod were enlarged by adding the hall with its
attachéd cloak racks, the workroom, the niche for the hoater, and the
various other elemonts in the front of ghe building, by roarranging the
windows, and changing the doors, it wOMId be an easy matter to make
over an insanitary un(l inconvenient one-room buﬂdmg into this
hygienic and modern structure.

There aro certain foatures of this building worthy of attention: Tho
niche in which the heater is placed could be made ﬁroproof at little
-expense. 'The fuol need not be carried into the house. The exits for
the foul air are brought into contact with the cflinméy, and in this
way thoe movement of the air is hastened. The workroom is shown
with folding doors betwoen it and the main schoolroom. These doors
may be left open, or they may be closed in case tho work withifi this
room disturbs the pupils inthé classroom. A blackboard mRy be
placed undor the high windows in the roar, as well as on the wall in the
front of the schoo'lroom Further,if the windows on the right side of
the workroom were placed higher, say 7 foet above the floor, & black-
* board could be introduced across the entire end of this room, which
would seem desirable. If the windows on the loft of the classroom - ,

. were all moved back nearer the loft rear corner, as the children sit at

1 'l‘hhnhmdus the architects for the use of mk mbod ﬂoot plm and uxo photograph of tho bulld.hp
.« 40742°—Bull 12—-14———-7 :




RURAL BCHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS.

their desks, better light would bhe obtained, because less of it would
be in the children’s eyes. :
This plan could be improved somewhat by slight reconstruction,
the result of which should be a building with a single workroom
for all, one cloakroom, a teacher's room, a library, and a classroom.
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Pa. 13.—Flooe plan of model one-room school, showing sestroom. J.H. Felt & Co., Kansas City,
. Mo., architects. ’ )
If » besement cotld be constructed under this building, it could be
_ used for the furnace and such other conveniences as community con-
.~ ditions would warrant. Without a basement a jacketed stove could
_beget as indicated. A separate flue should be constructed in the
~workroom to furnish opportunity to uses.small range for domestic
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science work.

L

°'9
If it seemed "best to separa¥d the workroom intof . _
parts, a partition could be erected between the door and the
the workroom.

-4

—_

\C lasr Room
24X 36
4

L

5tove

F10. 14.—Floor plan of a typicsl old sohool building (see also p. 115).

anures 15 dnd 16 show a buxlamg that is not a one-room building,
but o one-teacher building.!

It is really a five-room buildmg There I
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is a splendid workroom, beautifully lighted, with provision for a
* small range for work in ®ookery. This workroom is 7 feet wide and
approximately 21 foot long and will accommodate all the older boys
and girls of the ordinary rural school. The uses to which this room
* can be put will be limited largely by the ability and foresight of the
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Wi, 15.—Front and side elevation, one-rgom school, Hobart & Cheney, Architects, Ban Francisco, Cal

teacher in’ charge. Manual training in wood work, all sorts of draw
ing work; model making for farm barna, farmhouses, and outbuild-
ings; studying germination of scods and growth of plants; cooking;
desiging; cutting; sewing; ang all other kinds of work relating to ]
.homs life and school life may be done in this workroom if the teacher . .
has vision and power to outline and direct the.work., = *. .

5 \ e
RIS e

L AR 3803 <

/ o

L]

]
I

e
I}
HTHH

e,

S it . X
SR L S
i Rt g 2t Seiee




PLANS FOR BURAL SCHOOLBOUSESY 98
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’Ro library room should have more light than isphere shown. There
should be two windows instead of one. These placed (as indicated
for the oneshown) 6 feot above the floor will permit bookcases beneath
and give good light and sunshins.

The two c]oukrooms are well situated, and although some objee-
ftion might be raised to the fact that tho teacher’s blackboa.rd has
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3 F1a..16.—Floor plan §f one-room school, 1lobart & Cheney, Architects, San MMO, Cal.

boen shortonm\l by tho doors into these rooms, it is still long enough,
especially if it is made 4 foet wido, &3 it should bo. -

The windows of the classroom are grouped on the left.” Two high -
windows in the rear (8 fopt above the floor) and those in workroom
and hvﬁry may be used to secure a broczé through the room in hot °
‘'weather. -The cloakrooms can be vonulated through t.helr own
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RURAL SOHOOLHOUSES AND GROUNDS.

If a basement were properly constructed undor this building and
running water, with the nocessary sowage disposal, wero available,
sanitary toilets and baths could be installed; a furnace also could bo
used instead of the jacketod stove suggested in this plan. If a fur-
nace is installed, inlets should be set to hoat the classroon:, the work-
room, and the library, which should open from tho innot walls about
8 feet above tho floor, and the outlets should be noar-by at tho floor
line. Tho furnace would enablo tho small room sltown in the draw-
ing as fuel room to be thrown into tho workroom; or bettor still, the
partition and chimney could be moved farthor to the front, and two
workrooms, one for the boys and one for the girls, bo made.

By studying these drawings it will be soon that tho plans contemplato
& construction with cement plaster eithsr of firoproof tilo or of framed
and galvanizod stoel lath and a tilo roof.  But tho form of this buila-
ing londs i