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-desire of—he board to adopt a consistent policy as to buildings,
‘all the recommendations. . But it is possible to make gradual chxlnga\
tl temporary O\pe(lwnts which retard rather than further educa-

_gressive ideas and to offer the best poss1hle eslucational advantages

.best-and most economical means for improvement.

. INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. -

= ‘

- 5 o o

- This study of conditions df. the, school system of the Coumy of -
Currltuck “with suggestions for its unpm\'ement is made at the
request of the -county hoard of education. Itis inspired by the

organization. course of study, supervision, and instruction, which

provides for present and future needs of the children and gives slue

consideration to modern educatidnal standards and ideals. - - "y
It is recognized that it mdy not be possible to meet immediately

in harmony with the p('complhhmont of the ulumnto plan for an”
efficient school system, and to avoid. useless expenditure of money

ional progress. c
This mqulry aims to consider the system’of schools for white

children as it is and“as it should be, in order to accord with pro-

to the greatest number of “children. It recognizes. obstacles with
which the county board.must contend and aims to recommend the

4
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 SUGGESTIONS FOR THE REORGANIZATION OF THE SCHOOLS IN -
~ CURRITUCK COUNTY, N. C. .

GENERAL CONDITIONS. . =

Currituck County is located in the northeastern part of North *
Carolina, on -the Atlantic coast. It is a peninsula, triangular in .
shape, 40 miles long, 14 miles wide at the north end, narrowing to
5 miles in the southerq portion. It contains‘about 276 squage miles, .
Besides the mainland’, it includes several islands:  Currituck Sound
~and the North River bound it on three sides. It joins Virginia on
the no_r.lh.' : R a's ’

The soil is fertile; the leading crops are soy beans, cow pgas, corn,
potatoes, melons, and cotton. Potatoes purticularly have brought .

“splendid returns during the last few years.  There are 984 farms in -

the county. The population is entirel§ rural. Practically all the
pesple are engaged in farming or fishing. Hunting, while the regular
oecupationof only a few of the people, draws many to the county for
recrentioy. A number of hunting clubs are located along the coast

“of on the islands. . Cyrrituck is the county seat, and Moyock the

largest trading center; neither of these villages contains more” than
a fow hundred people. . The mnjority of the white farmers own their
furms. : *

The county is dld in history and tradition. Only d short distance
to the south is Rganoke Island;, where Raleigh made the fitst white
settlement in the United States, in 1585, and where Virgiuia Dare
was born.  The white population is almost entirely of native birth
and parentage.  Most of the people are descendants of families who
have made their homes in the county for many generations.

The total population is about 7,000, of which 60 per cent is white.
The school census for 1919-20 was 2,748, of whom 74 per cent, or
2,080, were enrolled in school, and 72 per cent, or 1,49, in average
daily attendance. The school population, enrollment, and attend-
ange have not changed materially ‘during the past five years.

5

. ADMINISTRATION OF THE SCHOOLS. B

Cdrrituck,County conforms with the North Carolina plan in the
administration of its schools. Nominally the county unit of organ-

ization prevails, Thero is a countybogrd’ of .education elected by

the legislature, with considerable -power and importsnt duties, one:

. of whichis selection’of the county superintendent. The county board

wlso has general supervision ovey the schools of the county, the power
gehers, to locate buildings, to ghange dis~

X + T

s P PR B : 3
v - e '

L3

ot




o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

iy

. W 13 = c
6 THE SCHOOLS QF CURRITUCK COUNTY, N. C.

trict lines, and, by recent legislation, to consolidate school districts,

-Until this was onactedl the county board could not carry out 2 program
_for consolidating the schools and reorganizing the system. Six dis-
tricts which failed to levy a‘special tax,have prevented this, with the
result that actual conditions resemble more nearly those which hrevail
unden the district unit plan of administration. In the specipl-tax

districts school Buildings are better, the term longer, and salaries of

teachers higher than in the nontax districts.” In the latter there are &

only such b('h()()l facilitics as satisfy the minimum requirements pre-

scribed by State law und are furnished by State and county fuml~

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS.

The whlte oluldron of the county are taught by 48 teachers.  They
attend school in 20 s¢ hool buildings as folluw . Nine; one-teather:
four, two-teacher; four, three-teacher; one, four- toavhcr; one, five-
-teacher; and one, nine-teacher building. Of these, 15 schools have
a s,chool term of six months onl\. 2, seven months, the addjtiona)

- one month’financed by private. sllb:(llpllon the three consolidated

districts levy a spec ml tax large enough to provide for a ternd of
eight months.

In four of the schools some work of secondary grade is done,
There is one aceredited high'school at Poplnr Branch. At two other
schools, Moyock and Currituck, four years’ work of secondary grade
is offered, But only one teaghier in each school devetes fyll time to it,
The school oqmpment is very meager, and there are praciicdlly no
librar} facilities in the county. Poplar Branch has a few referenee
books and some laboratory equipment. The organization follows
the North Carolma plan of seven elementary and four’ high-school

gra(lea *
SUPPORT.

It is apparently the intent of the North Carolina law that schools
should be supported from State, county, and district funds in ubout
equal proportion; that is, each contribiting approximately one-
third the cost of the school. But this ideal is not followed fully in
‘the management of the schools of Currituck County.y The budget
for the present school year indicates that, of the total expenditure

(exclusive of borrowed money), the State is supplying about 39 per -

cent, the county 26 per cent, and the local districts 15 per cent.

As compared with the county and local district the State’s'support -

is generous. The State‘'is by 'no mesns contributing. too much.
North Céroliba 1¢ rich. It ranks eighth among the 48 States in the
payment. of .direct ‘Federal taxes, . It has, by inference nt -least
through its-State laws, adopted the policy that education is a State
funcuon and ha.s assumed certain respousibilities foward cmrymg

e »tlns out. The county and es’pecmlly t.he loc.ﬂ dlsmct nrg oonmbum-

iy ’x
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THE SCHOOLS OF CURRITUCK COUNTY, .N. C. . K

" ing entirely too little. They are not assuming thé proportion of

total support contemplated by the law. The total amount spent”
for educytion is therefore ulto«'(-lhor inndequate. .
For thie year 1919-20 the per ulpltu cost based on enmllmont was

&1 per year for cacts child enrolied in elementary and high schools.

The average cost in the United States for 1918 was'$36.62, varying in
the different States from approximately $10 in North (‘lmlma to
276 in Montanas During the years 19191and 1920 expenditures in

~sehools throwghout the country ine romsml materially.  While. com-

plete data are mot available, returns so‘far receiv od by the Bureau of*
Edueation, ns well as aostudy of certain communities made by the
Russell Sage” Foundation indicate that the increase in 1919 ov er that .
of 1918 was about 14 per cent and that of 1920 over that of ¥919 -
about 33 per cent.  If this estimate ls‘(orroct the compurison for .
1920 is about as follows: The United States as a whole, $55.50,
varying from $15.16 to $115.25 as among the 48 States; for Curri-
tuck County, $11--very far below the average for the United States
and below the average for North Carolina. C

Next year the present fimitation on county millage will be removod
and the county tax can be increased. It is impossible to tell at this
time whether the-amount receivet Trom the State will be larger or
not.  But in any ease the local district can appropriate inoré money
und slhould at least. mate ‘h the county in #he amount of its contribu-
tion.

o SC HOOL BUILDINGS.'

Thé need for more monéy is apparent in the general appearance
and equipment of the school buildings, With the exception of those
at Poplar Branch and Currituck, the§ are either too small or other-
wise unfit for schools.  Even these two are not entirely satisfactory.
According to the Strayer rural-school building score card, neither
scores more than 650 on a scale of 1,000 points.  Water for drinking

. and washing, some means of fire protection, and sanitary toilets are=

needed badly in both. The heating plant in Currituck School, not
now'used, should be repaired. - Both need cement walks and other
similar improvements. There is also need either for a good jEnitm'
or other definite provision for l\oopmg rooms. clean and in a better’
state of repair.

In all of the others, Ospocmlly the one-room buildings, various
insanitary and unhealthful conditions men&co the safoty of the,
children. In a pumber of. schools there are unsupporteqd, ill-fitted

J joings of stovepipe, unprotected chimneys, and other careless arrange:

‘ments which offer constant danger from fire. Five schools have no -

toilets, and several others only one. Al toilets are in bad condition.

Pmctxcully all.of the_schoolrooms are either unnecessarily large or
too smn.ll to Mcommod&te the chﬂdren. sIJm tha school bmlﬁmgs

3
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. having more than one room thin partitions, some reaching only half

way-to the ceilipg, and in"one ense curtains.séparate groups of chil:
dren.  Even reasonable order and the quict necessary for schobl work
aro not possible in such conditions.  There are few clonkrooms, no
closets, fnany double desks, and ‘homemade benehes, . Lighting .
space is only one-tenth or ane-twentieth of floor <pace in several
instead of one-fourth or one-fifth, as it shondd be. - Windows .
are on four sides in most of the one-room buildings; properly pliced
. windows and cnough light are provided only in the Currituck School.:
"Nearly all buildings ‘arc in poor condition. - They arerarely serubbed
or carcfully cleaned. ‘ L )
_+ There is little cquipment beyond the bare necessities,  There are
no libraries or supplementary books for reading. history., of geography,
and no illustrative material in the clementary schools; there is very
little blackboard space and that of poor quality. In many cases

"~ blackboards are gluin boards with paint almost or entirely worn off. -

‘Only two schools have any playground squipment.  There are pinnos
in only four. ° ot i
THE TEACHERS.

- SALARIES, | > 0

The salaries paid white teachers in the county are shown in Table 1.
They vapy from 8390 to 3900 per vear, salaries of principals not
included. Teachers who do not livé at home piy board at the rate
of 430 or. $35 per month.  The salaries paid for six or eight months .
“must cover living expenses for the 12 months of the year, us well as
expenses for books, travel, attendance at summer schools, and other
means of self-improvement.  Prepared teachers ean not be expected
to work,for salaries so small.  There are.of course, other considera-
tions, such as satisfactory living places, good working conditions,
proximity* to one’s home, and the like. .\ few teachers will remain
in the county hecause their homes are in it or near by, but the
- majority need the indicement of better salaries as well as more satis-
factory working conditions. »

TasLe L.—Salaries’of white teachera in Currituck County. 0

. . . i " ’
8chool | Number: Salary . . " Rehool | Nember . Salary
,unn.ln! of ; . Sty g ferm,in ; of per
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months. | teachers.' month, ' PECYU Ty 0nthe teachers.  month.
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TABLE 2.—Ler cent of leachera recciving ecrtain salaries. - - -
_._._._L.— -———— . - -y . e gt St i ar v s+ b .‘:<—- -——— ’
) . - . ' - .
© o . Numbes
Cumu. _
Auniunl salury . i . > 4 Per cont tative
k teachers roeveiving. |
’ ° neeciving. ®-: por cent.
. )
’_“"‘": "" T T ommm e T v ek Sal} I e S —
$4% o Jess. 5000000600000008 @ o .3 7 . h
$pntogun, . 3 1 13
$0 10 Fam 1!; £ :‘2 gg‘
XIEEY AT |
?_‘ulm E ST TN 0 o0 ? la l ‘0
AN RN L e, . 1 9| 100
Totale il 3 e s ' W .a

o~ _ .

CLASSROOM. WORK.

IR . P'S *,
Teachers of the,county give, on” the whole, the impressio/of'—
dignity, pleasing personality”and interest in their work:  They lack
-~ definite préparation, unity of purpose, and well-defined staridards of
micthod and ‘accomplishment. The ‘majority of teachers- are fairly .
well qualified as 10 general education, but fow have professional prep-

aration.  Table 3 shows this in detail. * ) o
Of the 48 white teachers dncluding 3 principals) eniployed, 9 are

T graduafes of normal schools; 1 has three years of higher education;
and 5 have been graduated from college. More than half the teachers,
M per-cent, have no training in addjtion 10 high<school work, and
© about nlll‘.-lhil"d of these, or, one-sixth of the total ndmber,.have not -
" completad a full four-year high-school course. )
OF the total numbeg, of teachers :in the county, 18 per cent are
teaching for the first time; 28 per cent have had no experiencé or only
one vear of experience before coming into the county; the remainder .
have from two to four or more years of experience in teaching. = - -
TanLE 3.— Eduedtion of teuchers in Currituck ( 'uunly.'
_ " Number of |i~i|cllors having— g
Elementary educationondy. .. ..o 00cB00085 !
"One year of high-school troining. .. . el e U L oo 1
Two years of high-school traini . . 2-
Three years of high-school -tr(?r:iug: 50000008000 500 g0 BBa00OE 1980600a8000000 R |
Four years of high-school tralarings cgraduspesr. o 00 18
Une year in addition to high-Schvol training. *........ .. fhoooaa 2 U §
Twwo years in addition to high-schéol trainine (normal-school graduates)..... 9
Three years in addition $o high-school training............. 39000008004 s
Four years in addjtion to high-school training (eollege graduates). .......... 5 ‘
MOt ey f e PRI ORI SOPEY it
Thie length of time the tedchers ‘remain iy’ the county and in the o !
school is important, as well as their preparation androxperience. At
Loaweslee—2 4 T e
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the preseat time 8” _per cent arv tmwhmg for the fist time in their
present. positions., A few are tonchmg the second year, and only‘one
has-spent more than three vearsin ghe school inwhich now omplm ol

This annual turmover of the teaching corps - for- the condjtion de-
scribed is not confined to the present year. as examination of the ree-

ords show—is p«-rlmps the worst feature gov ernitg the efficiency of
teaching in the county. The turnover is always important. but
especinlly so when close supervision is uupﬂwzlhlv There is con-
tinuity of neither practice nhr]mwwlun-; nor is it possible for teachers
who (-lmngv every term of six or ecight months to beéome familiar
with the needs of the school aind ‘the progress of the children. Re
gnnllo\s of -any consideration of ‘the qualifications. of teachers, the
change in itself is a distinet loss to the progress of the children. “lv
tends to make the county sehools training schools for more or less
_inexperienced  or indifferent teachers.  Those who are suceessful
soon leave and give: the bienefit of their experience. to. other com-
munities. -

, . L rm R TERM.

‘

The school term varies in length from six ta eight months, with an
average of 127 days for the whiu- schools of the county. I 15 sehooks
the t term i’six months, in 2, sevea: and in 3. cight. | The special
district levy is used for the purpuso of payving tenchers’ salaries for .
the additional one or tivo months when-held and for supplementing
the regular salary paid‘by the State and county for the full ternw
This use of the funds is commendable, but the amount Taised is quite
inadequate. The standard school rerm shoild not be less than nine

" months. Several States now have an’average term of 180 days. In

North Carolina 43 counties had a longer average term than Currituck -

- County in 1918, The average for .thé cities of the State was 165

.

fé‘&:?;

> :Je

“%eding the present are given in Table 4

e e ——

dayy. nearly two months longer than in Currituck County.

.
-

, S SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.. = ©
The school cénsus, enrollment, aud nuondnnco for five yesrs pre-
- It shows Iittln'clmn;,«- in
" the school population and. practically no unprm'omont in the success.
with which the schools are enrolling children who.should be in school
and keeping them in régular daily attendance.- Yet this is one test of
the real efficiency of the school system, and measures the interest of
the people in their schools and their confidence in the value of educa-’
tion. - There .should be a contmumg incréase in. the porcentagc of -
children’of school age who enroll’in. school and in the precentage of
_this number who are in average daily attendance. - Unless this is
true the system | is not unprovmg asit should\be Unless the majotity

» Jmd .
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of rhlldron who should be>in school really attend rowulnrlv much of*

[Ahe maoney: spent to pmvulo facilitics for them is wasted.  The
uunnlp:ln\’lng diagram’ gives an indication of this irregulurity: in
‘urrituck County, s
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TasLe 5.—School census, enrollment, and attendance for five years (arranged l;lrording ~
: = to present and proposed districts). e

{
i

1916 e 1918 1910 190

Districts. El& 13§ & £ g g g1 gl

£l ¢[E & 4 E 8 5 8 & 4 £ |2

Ils = | £ 5 & 3 £ .2 T \§ £.2:5

- s - = = = s =

2 228 & 28 & 2 8 4 % & g |z

—_— — B R Mol s o Y — e

Shawbora. ... B T,

Griggsby . ... 26 B 2% X 18 3} W] 15

Cotner GuM,.......... 331 13| 65 45 25 x| 43 29

Indian Town.......... 681 421 72 590 35 K ﬁT\ 41

. Totale...eoroooo g 127 | 72 16 P

Currituck § 1™ 13 8 .’.é‘ 0 sl a2

Tulls...... L2410 190 33 31 13 PIRE)

»  Belle Islanc 13 g 13 1 g 30 .9

S S (A S S VO (U

. Total 12| 9 (1ol e |2 ned sef et ] s | 17 | 2] a
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. Afidea of the way children of -the county attend school may be
obtained from Table 6, which gives the actual numberof days each
of 498 children attended .schoal during 1919-20. More than ‘}mlf
thia number, 54 per cent, weré in school 100 days or fewer during
the year. Only 1.8 per cent of the total number were in school 160

4. days (accurately 155 to 160 days) or the full term' of eight manths.

4 .. The majority-of the 498 children reféfred to above nttendednschool

e 8t intervals throughout the term, continuing o remain on the roll,
. bt sttending irregularly. Such irregularity is particularly serious,

- because the abgent ehild, ‘besides missing work himself, retards the

< progress of the others in his class. He must pither fall hopelestty

I ok o .
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behind and go into a lower gmde or consumg the time of the teacher,
“receiving qpecml attention to make up the work -he has missed.

TABLE b~Number of days attended by each of 498 chzldren during year 1919-20.

Sums of ‘

i . ‘Sums of |
| Number | children | - Number | childreu -
> Number of days. of chil- | from the Numnber of days. of chil- | from the
. © dren. begin- dren, begin-
l ning. |l ning.
- R ! -
= [ 7 i 38, 37
d 12 1 26 402
1 20 39 14 416
. 14 53 11 427
. 33 8 9 436
19 195 [ 442
29 134 10 452
32 166 12 464
49 215 25 489
53 268 9 498
36 3 :
34 388 | . 194

i

T

* The course of study for North Carolina, is based on a nine. months’
term, the standard accepted throughout the countgy. It is impossi-
ble for children to complete in six months t]w full amount of work
prescribed for nine, even if they are present every day. If to the dis-
advantage of the short term we add irregular attendance so serious
that more than half of the children attend school only five months
in the year, it is ap aron% that normal progress through the grades
can not be expected.” Two years are needed to complete the work of
« .
one grades The result‘is that a large number- of children become
gradually more and more over age for the grade in which they helong
and drop- out_at the end of a few years, with little education above
the mere ability to read and write a little.
The extent to ‘which this is true is indicated in Table 7, showing .
- the age-and grade of 607 children in the schools of the county. Feéwer
than hnlf the children are of normal age for the grade in which they
are enrolled, making the liberal allowance of a two-year rather than
& one-year span tq, the grade. ; c
Normally a-child is npected to enter school at 6-years of age and
~ to finish one grade a year.  CHildren in the first grade shquld be
S years old, in the second grade 7 years, and so on. Children alike in
,tastes, inclination, and geneml development are grouped together,
and may easily be dealt with by the teacher in the same 6r a similar
way. Each group can reasonably be expected to finish abott the
~ same amount of work in a given timie. - When, however, ' ﬁ,he differ- -
. ente in #ge becomes too great, group. ‘work is not feasible and ¢an bg
- done only at the expense of the mdlvﬂu&ls Who Inake yp the clags, - -
The table shows that there &re children in the first grade ranging
from,6 to 12 years of age; in other gzades ranging from 8 to 13 yoars,
o from 10\50 lﬁ yam, ﬁ'omfs to 7 yeurg, from 11 tQ 18 yegﬂ:p,mith B
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14 THE _SCHOOLS OF CURBITUCK COUNTY, N. C.  °

.' span of from 5 to 9 years in each group. It is apparent that this con-
dition makes good class work difficult and tends to shorten the.school
life of many children. B

. . TaBLe 7.--Ages and grades of 607 children in Currituck (‘,‘uunty‘
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Total pupils........... 000(00000650600000 0000 0O0EEBEOEEEBEOEHNEEEIBEEA00 607,

Number under age. 000000000000000000000 0630580000686 00 000EE0E 19, or 0.3 per cent.

Numberofnormalbee..................... 00000 0 e s 287, ur A7 per cent.
. Numberoverage..,.. 000000006008 080EaB0Y G e e B or 49 per cont.

HOLDING POWER OF THE SCHOOLS.

Table 8 shows how many children are in attendance in each of the
grades for every 100 enrolled in the first grade. The rapid decline
from the first to the second grade and the continued, though more

-.gradual, decline throughout the grades shows how serious the whole
question of attendunce is. Apparently, only those children with ex-
ceptionul ability and opportunity finish the upper grades and high
school, while the majority of children in the county are satisfied with

- the limited education offered in the first few grades. This condition
is due in large part to the short term and to the fact that the law
concerriing compulsory school attendance is notstringently enforeed.

.. It also'indicates laxity among the people concerning the importance

. of education, indifferent methods of instruction, and general ineffec- -

tiveness of the whole school system. - A

.TABLE 8.— Number “of children in each grade, based on 100 in the first gradr.
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Enrolled “1n " Currituk_schools, | " S A
"“geptember, 1920 eceniie] 400 1 42 047 548 - T98 | 281 az'
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Expectancy survival t : 190 100,1!!) wl‘ 61 68] 54
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‘of work for the day. were' found in only one school. Classes were -

sity of distributing time among grades or subjests acerding to the

the gmun& to be euvered amd thg tMe to be spent, in dmng if. Thgy : |
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'THE COURSE OF STUDY. '

The course of study quite generally throughout the county con-
sists‘in following the order of lessons in the textbooks. The same
books are used in all schools. Aside from this there is no unity of
procedure nor generally accepted standards of practlce oraccomplish-
ment.

Textbooks are the only source of information and the only work-

. ingequipment furnished.  This'means that the rich stores of material

in the worlds af nature, literatureé, history, science, and he like are
disregarded in hoth elementary and high school. Music, art, in-
duatl‘l!\l and manual work, agriculture, nature study, physicdTedu-
cation, pln) ground activities. games, and dramatization are entirely
ignored in the course. Y

The high-school courses are of the old classical type; very little
science, no home economies, and no agnculture is oﬂ'ered "There are
no electives. * Neither of the high scheols has o good workmgllbrary '
nor a reasonable supply of reference books. Training in the use of
a libraty and in ability to use source muterial and.to gather and
organize information are therefore neglected in the high school.
+ At Poplar Branch there.are a few books of the kind appropriate -
for a “circulating ™ library. /

SUPERVISION. -

'

In a rural county llko Currituck, with a syqtem of schools not yet

_so well organized as to run without friction, with a high percentage
of relatwelv unprepared and. mcxpemmced teachers, supervxslon is of
* greater importance than administration. However, pressing adminis-

trative problers and clerical duties now occupy and probably in the
immediate’ future at least' must continue to occupy the time of the
superintendent to the exclusion of any possibility of close supervision.
There is, therefore, little evidence of profesgional supervision in the
schools of the county. KEach school is a separate entity. ahd each
teacher a law unto herself, as to orgzmwntlon dlsclplme, methods,
and course of study.

Lack of systematic supervision is apparent in the methods and tech-
nique of teaching. Daily programs or schedules showing the order

called and dismissed with no apparent plan or thought-out purpose
to be accomplished. Many teachers did not know how many reci-
tations they heard during the day, and had not considered the neces-

needs of the children or the importance of the subjeet. The teachers -
have ng feguldr schedule but merely call classes and hear recitatiéns,
as they happern to remember them, without, well-defined ‘plans for
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"use from 5 to 30 minutes in recitation, often giving entirely dnspro-

portionate amount of time to some classes to the neglect of others,

~ This results in poor work for the schools and leaves the child. with no

definite or orderly arrangement of the few facts he happens to remem-

- ber from the duy's work. Satisfactory edueation i i _llllp(hslblt' under
such conditions. : ~.

. The™ appearance of the sehoslrooms is nnother evidence of. the need

of close supervision. Almost without exe eption they are disorderly

and unclean.  Cloakrooms, when there are any, are used for storage

- . without any thought of sanitary requirements. * Distegard of the

simplest hyglemc regulations is generul.  Whether janitors are fur-
. nished or not, the teachers. assume little respunsnhlllt\ fur t'lo condi-
" tion of the rooms; :

SUMMARY ‘OF SCHOOL (‘ONDITIONS

" 1. The people of the county are s sponxmv \'(-r) little money on their
schools. More tig half the principill expenditure is paid by the
State. Only three districts. levy a special tax: the others make no
effort to improve schools from loc x.l funds. but, depend entirely on
-the State and munt)

2. The term is far tho short to enable children.to complete the \mrk

parts of the country.
" 3. Teachers are underpuul and not well prepared.” ln most cases
they remain only one year in a school. ‘
4. The percentage of enrollment und the pcr(ontuﬂo of. nttmdnmo
~are low. . Attendance is irregular: compulsory law is not. rigidly

enforced.
5. Bmldmgs are madoqunu- and umuntar\ thev Imvc no modern
. school equlpment o he
\ “6. There is no wellmr;.,umzod course of qtudy That followed "is,

interest of the children.

7. ngh schools are not_accessible to mum ‘children.

- 8. There is a hlgh percentage. of overage ‘children i in all the grndes
and few complote the full course.- iy
9 blipervnsmn is’ lnadoquate L s P )
, svccssnons FOR Rnonmmzmom e
THE scuoox.s ON THE \lAl\LA\I) suoru» BE CO\BOLIDATFD

‘ The board should lmmedmwly adopt. a plnn f_or consululuung the
W%,;%Jdchools &ot,' ,the Qounty, & There _are .now few. reall_). sultablo schuol

‘"\ “"4 S 4%., s"“&,,\} "'x"% ot \Ay s ’\6{ &
* , \u, & @;. Hh ReYW vy -m St
Tl R feirs :xmﬁﬁ o

of any grade.according to the standard prescribed for schools in other

not adapted-té the needs of the mmmumlv and does not engage the

16, THE ‘SCHOOLS OF cvxm'i‘ucx' COUNTY, N. C. -

‘of unused and useless articles, and are dusty and dirty. Results
- from poor facilities are made worse by lack of care and attention to-
those that are furnished. Sweeping is done at recess periods and

8
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THE SCHOOLS OF CURRITUCK COUNTY, N.C. > 17
Ebuildings. and the time is favorable to .adopt the new plan before

additional money is. wasted in replacing or repairing buildings now

in use. o . - o

The shape-of the county, Jong und narrow except at the extreme "

north end, and the probability that the new system of improved
roads will include only the one main road- east from Moyock and
s‘tl!,h from Currituck, necessitate. two high schools. In addition

- CURRITUCK
OOUNTY .
Bt

’ ’ 1931

to enlarged buildings at Poplar Branch and Currituck. four’ new
" school buildings, six in all, will be needed on the mainland. . For
the present the schools on the islands in Fruitville township must
- remain gs they are, and while the. road is in’ its present condition "

. . . ., L. L. = - N A
~“the. one:teacheér school on-Churchs-Island must: be continued. The, 7

* .childven ‘wti¢nding ‘this should be. transported to Coinjock’as soom: » .

" be tonsolidated u_écord_ingj_to the plan outlined and diagrammed.

~
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18 ~ - THE SCHOOLS OF cvnnrrvcx-covn'rv, N, C. : 1

The diagrams show two ‘'successive steps townrd complete con-

* solidation. The names used indicate the approximate location of -
consolidated buildings and are for convenience only. They are not .
intended to represent the exact location of any bmldmg Dmgmm -

B | represems the hrst step.

-

HIGH SCHOOL DI‘%TR]CT .\—I‘OPLAR BR;\I\CII

According to Diagram I (p. 19) the schools now at. Powells Pomt
,'Jar\'bburg, and Harbinger are consolidated in one- school bulldmg' )
. located in a central location to be agreed upon by the board and
. .the people of the three districts. This school should include the -
elementary and- junior high-school grades. Six teachers will prob-
ably suffice for the first year. There will be pupils for only two of
. the junior high-school vrudm, the seventh and eighth. The course
should be so modified that subjocts requlrmg laboratory work or -
expensive equipment may be given in the senior high school grades.
Two teachers working on .the dopurtm@l plan should be assigned
fo the junior high school. Through alternation of ‘the work of the
two grades and some combination of classes, purt of the time of one
of the teachers can be given to assist the four feachers assigned to
the six elementary grndm To illustrate: The teacher of geography
or of mathematics in-the seventh and cighth ¢ ,{ud(‘\ should arrange
his program so as to have one hour a day to teach these same sub-
~ jects in the fifth and.sixth grades also.” Such a division of work
- would avoid_crowding the teacher’s time in any of the grades.
The Barco and Coinjock schools are consolidited at o central
poimt; an elementary school” is retnined at Churchs Island with
- junior lugh-e( hool puplls transported to the central school bmldmg
- at Comjo«l\ in which an elementary and a junior high school is
maintainéd. It is necessiry to retain the olemonlm} grades at
- Churchs.Island until the rond can be made better. This should be
. done as soon as: possible, since the school building is badly located
“‘and-unfit for school use. Children in the junior hlgh-sclmol grades
-are older and can be transported or transport themselves. to the con-
solidated. school. - With an arrangement similar to that. suggested
-~ above for Powells Point, five teachers will suffice for this school. The
enrollment is small. One teacher can take care of two of the ele-
'mentary grades with some help in the ﬁfth and sixth grades from
“the junior high-school- teachers, - -
":The school at Aydlett is dxsvontmued nnd the clnldren in all
grades are transported to: Poplar Branch. L
;- -All the territory above should b inicluded in one dlstnct fpr high-
. sehool: purpose with the: hlgha(-hool building at Poplar Branch. It
F% _~ls desngnated in-the dmgram as: ngh—bchoo_l Dlstnct A. . This large
AN 2 :Itsis not . possxble
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r i THE SCHOOLS OF CURRITUCK COUNTY, N. C.’ 1191'
- to maintain such a school unless propér equipment is supplied and -

at least three prepared teachers devote their whole time to high-
school work. The consolidation suggested combines territory with
a tax valuafion of over two million dollars and school enrollment of
718, A district so formed would be amply able to incur bonded
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indebtedness large enough: fo build handsome and satisfaciary
buildings, to buy trucks or wagons for transportation, and {6 sup-
port the schools adequately without undue hardship to any tax-
payer. Under this plan educational advantages could be furnished "
equivalent to those offered by progressive communities in other

~ parts of the country. Transportation should he furnished for pupils

- Who live more than. 2} or 3 miles from a school building; e
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20 THE SCHOOLS OF CURBITUCK COUNTY, N. C. .

HIGH-8CHOOL DIRTRICT B. ¥

"~ In the northern part of the countv the one-room schools at Tulls
and Belle.Island should be discontinued and the children send to an
enlarged building at Currituck. A junior high school, in addition
to tlw six elementary grades, should be mumlmnml hete.

The two-teacher schoul in Shawboro and the one-room schools at
Grlgsbv Corner Gum, and Indian Town. should be consolidated at
%the most contral point, designated on the ‘diggram as Shawboro.
Only the six elementary grades should be maintained.’ .

The Moyock district now includes the adjacent territory. A new
building and improved high-school facilities are immediate needs,
however. Pupils in the junior high-school grades-from the Shaw-
boro consolidated territory may attend at either Moyock or Curri-

" tuck, The county board can fix the boundary lines so that children
may attend the school nearest their homes.” Few children live s
far as 3 miles from Shawboro. If this were made a meeting place
for children, and one large trifck sent from here to Currituck or
Moyocl\ probubly no additional transportation would be needed for
junior or senior high-school pupils.

This combined territory should miintain one senior hmh school
located at Moyock or Currituck (the former is (lo\urrmtod on the

* diagram). Probably the latter ¢an be more easily reached by the
majority of children in the consolidated district suggested.  The
tax valuation of the combined territory um\ututnw this high-
school district is $3,300,000. The enrollment is 342.

The'second step is shown in Diagram II.

The junior high-school grades at Powells Point and C()lllj()(k are
discontinued,’ and all pupils above the sixth griyle attend the eentral

- high school at Poplar Branch.

The elementary school at Shawboro is discontinued also, and the g
district divided so that children may attend at cither Currituck or
Moyock, whichever is nearer thieir homes.

This final completo consolidatien will make possible incrensed
efficiericy in school work and economy in management. The history
of consolidated schools shows in nearly every case that the total
enrollment and the number of c¢hildren who remain and finish the
upper grndos increase materially; that transportation, given a fair
‘grial, is eminently successful; that roads are improved; and that

. nejther patrans nor children wwmﬂd wﬂlm.glv return to the-old systen,
The people of Currituck, after trying consolidation according to the
fisst step outlined will, it. is believed, be anxious to take the addi-
tional one; which insures still greater efficiency in the education of
the children. - As the enrollment in the grades abovo the sixth con-
tinues:to increase, the central high-school building can be enlgr'g&

Gl ¥
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. .. THE SCHOOLS OF CURRITUCK COUNTY, ¥. C. 21

to meet the needs more economically than two bujldings. Larger
groups make the work more interesting and can be taught effectively
withfewer teachers. The rooms vacated by the puplls in theseventh .
and eighth grades will be needed by the children in the six elementary
ﬂmdo& No sphice will be wasted.

If it were not for the faget that the roads are in lmd condition, and -
there is little prospect of immediate improvement, the final plan

Diagrem 11. Permnent. o L
POPLAR BRANCR HIGH SCFOOL DISTRICT -Ae

Powells Foint : Coln ook .
- Sl @ . * T
Elemontary 3 s llyﬂaury
. Poplar Branch
Elementary
L te
1 . :
: ¢ ko st Junsor High
s
Jenior RHigh
-~
MOYOCX MIGH SCROOL DISTRICT wBe
B . . - -
. : Moyoex
Elementary
SKoND S | Junter mign
——¢ | Semior BRBigh
Currituok
[ vy & £ ry | Shewboro
1 | . Platriot
\ - {Al) gredes ~
e Puaior Rigz dfacontimued)

Fotes: Disgram 1 - If,
& + Emch dlook represents & sohool duilding.
) Szall seotions separated vertical lines represant rooms., -
y larger sections espareted by horisontal 1ines reprefent departmsnte
’ of the 6-3-83 organistion.

( "~

. would be remmmende(i for the first step. Time will be necessary tq
© get good ronds.  In the meantime the children must not lose the
ofiportunity for an education. 1f uné-;.wr) Unit buildings, ns herem-
‘ufter recominended, are built, there-witl be no loss. Changes can’
progress more tapidly as prospects for good roads get lbmghtwr R
According to the plan the county would be divided jnto two high~-

> ns&hwldlétricts, omo wn.h a valuahon of ﬁ'.? ‘m@ 000 lhe otlhel' thhs
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22 THE SCHOOLS OF CURRITUCK COUNTY, N. C. _ !

valuation of $3,300.000. Both districts would be amply able to sup-
port £chools as recommended, whether combined for all schools or for
bigh-school purposes only. .

The best method to pursue in Curmuvl\ County is to consider the
whole county as one district for the purpose of school support, locat-
ing schools as suggested. If this is impessible or inexpedient, the
“twodistricts is the next best plan.  Greater equnlity of school oppor-
tumty and more equitable support is possible with one district ouly.

VI-‘W AND [-‘\'L\l{(il-‘l) BUILDINGS ARE \l-‘i-‘l)l-.l’
-«

It is very important that the vount\ bonrd, b«-fnro making 'lvhnm\
srrangements for any new buildings, secure the services of un archiwet -
experienced and skilled in planning school. buildings.  The plans.
should be submitted to the State board of edueation and be approved
by that body. )

All bullthngs should be planned with a view to appearance, utility, «
convenicnce, sanitation, fire protection, mul udaptation to ther oqmro-
ments of improved methods of teaching. * One-story l»mhhngum the
dnit- plan are most suitable and economical in Curritick County,
especially as they w ill in all probability be of wood. Ground i~ easily -
obtained and inexpensive.  Such buildings can be vnﬂmgml as needs
increase and the conmrplete plan may be initinted at a minimum of cost
and puid for gradually.  Each bunldmw should have an auditorium
lnrgo enough to acommodate the ponplv of the community for meet-
ings of general mh-u-st and entertainment.  There should be at least
one extra room for.industrial work in cach building.

Two-story buildings like those at Pnplnr Brunch and Currituck;
with no means of egress except that afforded by an inside stairway,
aredangerous.  When the needed rooms are added to these buildings,

hethor theyare of one or two stories, ndequate protection from fire
should be installed in both old and new sections.

Homes. for the principal and the teachers ‘should be orocu‘d in
- connection with the consolidated schools wherever they are needed.

It is becoming more difficult year by ‘vear for teachers to-find satis-

* factory l)oardnw placesin the country. Good homes where teachers
are welcorsed and can have wholesome food and comfortable rooms,
-affording the quiet and privacy which they need in order to da satis-.

 factory hchool_)\'()rk, are difficult to find. School boards find one or _
¢’ two cottages on or near the school grounds an economical investment.
The teachers ot principals in chatge of the agriculture and home
mﬁomabs work should live in the county throughaut the year. Fop

. them; at loast, homes aro essential,

The codt of such homes to the school board( in Currituck County
ynﬂl not be great,” In most cases tho abardoned school buildings
e oAl be mﬂie over mm vek-y sstmﬁnctorv hpuses. Some gvf them mxght 3
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be made over into garages or barns for protecting the automobiles or
wagons and horses, if the lagter are used for. transportation. Since
shelter for such purposes méist be provided, this use of old buildings is
probably more cconomical than selling them. < -

-

A REABONABLE SALARY SCHEDULE SHOULD BE ADOPTED BASED ON. |
i PREPARATION AND SUCCESSFUL I'IXPERU-I.\’Clé.

.

The board should employ a tafl of well-prepared and, when pos-

- sible, experienced teachers “and retain them during good service,

To this end they should establish a standard of academic and profes-

sional attainment which all upplicants for_positions are expected to

meet, and adopt u salary schedule planned to recognize preparation,

swecess in teaching, and special individual merit, and to encourage
splf-improvement.’ ' - .

The minimum requirement should be graduation from a standard
normal school or its cquivalent i academic and professional prepara-
tion. The minimum salary should be based on this, and an incre-
ment allowed for successful experience within und without the county
system.  Entering teichers should, have probationary status for

. at least one year.  After that their positions should be considered
permanent during good service, with regular promotionswhen require- .
ments of the board are met. ) > g " 5

Teachers who enter with higher quulifications than the preseribed .
minimum should begin at a higher salary, und should probably have
larger increments of increase in salary.” Marked success may be
recagnized by skipping a*grade or by estiblishing a hdnus for meri-
torious service.  Salaries should be on o yearly basis, paid in 10 or 12
installments.  Teachers should hold thethselves in readiness during
~ vacation periods to follow any regulutions the board makes for

.( attendance at sunmmer schools, supervision ‘of home work, or other ac-
tivities in line with their regular work. |

Followingis a\schedule embodying diese principles and recom-

mended to the board for its consideration.  The beginning saldry of
$1,000is not as high as it should be. It is given here because the pres-
ent scale is so'much lower that it may ~cem difficult to the board to
raise salaries as much as it-should immediately. > The North Caro-
lina State Board of Tducation has established a ‘migimum of $1,200
per year for “prepared” teachers. Certainly Currituck County '
should not he content until this minimum is established and only
preparéd feachers are employed. If any child anywhere in the State

- needs well prepared teachérs, all children, including those in Curri-
tuck County, do, and for the same reasons. Money spent on those
below standard in efficiengy is wasted. Certainly it is not possible

' < and can not be expeoted- that efficient teachers will remainin the

county ufiless tho salaries paid juatify them in doingsp.
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" . A propasd salary schedule. - .
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When the musimumy of cuch group is reached the following al-
ternaiive courses should be apen to the board of educiition : )

I. Termination of the contract (permissible each year in group
No. 1. ' . ' :
- 2. Reappointment annually, at the group masimum.

3. Promotion to the next higher group.

The promotion from group to group hevond that of the three-
year teachers should he granted only to those whe have shown jpecial
merit and have given evidence of valuable professional study. To
satisfy the latter condition, the hoard might require the candidate
for promotion to spend a year in study at some recognized college
or university; or a year in teaching in some good school system in
another part.of the country. or perhaps a year'instudy and trave]
combined. In this connection a *system of exchunging tenchers
might well be established. ' : 7

A schedule such us the one prepured would have teachers who
enter the first group looked upon as being on a probationary status,
‘subject to réelection each year for three years. Those: who are
rated as **successful™ at the end of this period may be promoted to
the group of three-year teachers. where -they will advance auto-
matically according to the given increments for a pefiod of three
years. Those who are rated. as ** unsatisfactory’ can in_ turn he
“continued from year-to year at the maximum of the probationary
gmoup or -dropped’ from the corps. Wheén a teacher has reached .

~“ the maximum of the three-year group, the board can then promote -
. hier to the five-year group if she his met the roquiremients demanded

1.7 - for: promotion; réelect her from yedr to year at’ the iaximun she
%}&"bhﬁg_.’ reached,” o ‘disimise her. 4 nd so, when the: maximum of the
:five-year group i reached, the teacher:who has won promotion by
- her suceess in ,thc classroom and by her efforts at self-improvement
gen by madsh memsbor of th  ermanent. tachiee roup, whee. i
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she will remain until sllo.wlih:s.' If, in the judgment of the ofticials,
a teacher has not merited this promotion, she ean bé retuined fog;n
time at the maximum salary granted to the group she is in orFhe
dropped. I this manner an adjustment ean be worked out between
the teachers’ proper. desire for security of Mvure and the board's
proper.decize to eliminate Yhe teachers who do not continue.to grow

“in efficieney. At the same time the teacher knows that efforts at
<lfimprovement will. find tangible reward .in"terms of salary in-’
Crense, °

ADEQUATE SUPERVISION SHOULD BE PROVIDED. - .

The plan suggested for reorganizing the schools contemplates the
engugement. of four principals!  Each should have at least half his
time free for supervision.  One of these principuls should be prepared |
to dirvet the introduction of and supervise work in home economics;
unother should do- the same’ for ngriculture: another fdr physical
«ducation: and another for music.  The board should have in mind.
when seleeting the prineipals, special preparation. and fitness for
such work.  In addition o their duties in the schools of which, they

“are in charge, they shotld supervise their special subjects in all the
<chauls of the county. :

For the present at least u primacy supervisor is needed to have
weneral charge ‘of the first six grades.  After the new buildings are
~completed, the new organization well established and well prepared,
©experienced teachers are secured who remain in the sytem from year
" ta year: the superintendent and the principals together will con-
stitute an adeqguate supervisory staff. a

N

A NEW COURSE OF KTUDY RHOULD RE SPREPARED, *

The. county ix entirely rural.  Farming is the one important in-
dustry. The school, if it meets the needs of the community, must
-conneet its work closély with farm and home life in the elémentary ~
grades and establish in the upper gr:uwumes which "directly
prepare for farming and home. making. . ]

- This does not mean that the curriculum should be so narrow as to
confine itself to education in agriculture or to make n vocational
school of the elementary. course. It does mean that all education
must be based on life and in a-rural community. on country life;
;. that children :who, because of inelination, ability, ai_ld‘c.‘il:(:ym’at».p’('g‘fi_'s‘_,M G
".expeet to remain in'the county and be farmers need -the- chance itol:#
‘prepare to.be intelligerit ones, and: that the scliool.sliould offer them 2/
this opportunity. The fact that the present population.ix made up

-

e - e

- 1 The distribytion of work cotitempiated s, one principal for high school and ‘oue for eletnentary,
. I cachi distriel.  Aiother Basts; that’of lacatién, f might' be adopled if préferble
' ! 20 i o sy
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-of persons whose fllml]les have long lived in the vicinity leads one to
‘believe that most of the child®n now at school will rellihm and

make thelr homes: in' the county. Moreover, a school courde of the

- kind descmbod would appeal alike to the practical minds of boys and
- girls at the age when they are most inclined to leave school, and to
 their parents, who have learned by experience to realize the neces-

sity of progresswi scientific methods. of farming. Children come
longer and more régularly to school when their interests ure engaged’

“and their welfare affected in a w ay which is evident to them.

The schools should be orgum/od on the’six, three, and threg plan- -

six elementary, three junior high, and three senior high-school grades.

This is economical mewell as efficient in the country” because older

“children can walk or be tnmaportod somewhat farther than youfiger

ones and edimentration of groups is more feasible. Senior high schools

“and, to a less extent, junior high schools need more utpehswo equip-

ment, larger buildings, and teachers who have specialized in the sub-

' ‘jects they teach, and should not be unnecessarily multiplicd.

The North Carolina' State course of study wilt form a good basis

“but $hould be adapted to local conditions. The first six grades-are

concerned chiefly with fundamentals and should, in addition. to the-
tool subjects, provide for nature study, gardening, play and. recre-
ation, sanitation and hygiene, dramatization and story telling. Music.

literaturg, the fine and mdu:,t;ml arts should be .taught with em-

s

phasis on upprecmtlon

The junior hlgh~school course may mclude electives, one or two in
the first year, mcrmsmg the number allowed in the second and third
years. . In the junior high school three years each of English, his-
tory, and mathematics, one year of civics, two of geography, and
patural science, one year of fnywwno and sanitation, and three years

each of physical education, music, and current events should be re-
- quired. Other required and olecuvo subjects may be selected ¥rom

the following: Home economics, fine and industrial arts, animal hus-

" bandry, agticulture, one or two other sciences, commercisil subjects,
- Latin, ang at least one modern language. " - JI
d

In the senior high school a higher degree of spwmluutlon sho
be expected and the number of electives increased, - Courses which
prepare for college and courses which prepare for vocations should

 be offered, affortligg as wide a sclpction as the size of the sthool and
: ."resourcos of the cammunx],y Mmmt

5 g9q o N
_-REOORDB I8N EEDED

; 'l‘he-syst.ems of accountmg and of record keepmg do not show the , .

fthmgs ahout thé business conduct of the system ‘and the school con-
! _’;dmons whlch tl}ey should The: records kept, now. show the cush' i
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balance, the nmount of indebtedness, ete., and. check items of expens
ditures roughly for the county. They do not shew the cost per child

in average daily attendance in each school; the amount per capxta
- which. the board is spending, expressed in terms of salaries, repairs,
equipment, supplies, ete.  An account should be opened with each

. school, so'that the board can know how the children in each are
faribg in terms of money expended. If this were done in Currituck

County, it would show a very wide variation among the schools in’

~ the amount spent per child on educition.

]he records should also show such things as the followmg
Age-grade distribution for each school and for the whole
s\stcm taken annually to dotormme fxu s about romrdntxon and
m(vlomtmn of pupils. - . ‘ :
2. A table compiled annually slummu hm‘ many childrén i in ench
ﬂm(lc and school have attended for- 100 days, 110 dav;. 120 days, -
/+  undsoon up to'the fuil number of days the school has been in session.

3. A table sho\\mtr the facts about promotion and failures in-cach .-
grade and in each sc¢ llool:

4. A table showing the number of (lnldron who dropped out’
before the term (-lu%cd and why. .

5. A card catalogue of thm(- who hage completed t]w grades und
the high school, showmg the important facts about tholr school
hl\tm y. where they go and what they do.

6. A card catalogue of teachers showing. - training, o\pvnonce,
certification, and othor facts of i lmportam(-o

7. Chart showing aeatmo' capacity and.number of children msloned

“to cu(.h Yoom. : o~
8. The amnunl reports. of the superintendents of other school -
systqms should be secured, examined, and a card index _compiled of
references to those which the supormtendont forceoos may be of use
in connection with some of his projects. A -sjmilur dile of. publica-
tions from the Staté dcpurtm(-nt loauhn«r oducntlonul journals and
“the like, would be ueeful ' : : R

. v

*.

THE COST 01' (ARR\]\I- ouT 'l'lll" PLAN NOT PROIHB]TI\E -

Estimates for tho prosont school yoar indicate that the county is
spending for all purposes about $15.50 per ‘child enrolled on- the "
‘upkeep of the schools. The corresponding ﬁgure for the United
States (uvernge as éstimated in another. peragraph) is $55.65. Asthe .,
glven amount in, Currituck County.is spent:almost entnrely on. powch-
ers’ salaries, we may confine ourselves to that in: this estimate. 2 ri;*r’ L

If the per. capita expenditure is increased $9.50 per year, malnng
a total of $25, the county will still ‘be spending much, less than the::
‘average for the Umted States- nnd can not be cbnsndered extrava.‘g‘ ,
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~or even liberal in prgvndmg for i(‘ll()olx “Such an imcrease will be
approximately equal to that amount raised by a levy of 3 mills on
the total tax valuation of the county, or $18,632. The salary budget
for the present year is $41,244. 1If to this is added 318,632, esti-
- mated as ahove, the total avmlnhlc‘ for salaries will be uppro\mmtoly
$60, 000..

If the plan proposed were-earried out the following teae hws \muld

be needed: - . -
For the consolidation at— . )
*Powells Point.............. feograacoasananasoa000s0anasas BaGEEE sac00sac W
. Coinjock.....oeoreernn.... 6000088000000 ad e e e s B
Pop]arlimnch e S e
(‘urntuck..............:.‘- ............ S . ... A
Moyock...ooueennn... T LT T Ty LT
For the u'hoolsm lmmlllo.'. ........................................... .M
Total............. S A0

Forty teac hus\wnh fnur principals and one supvr\hm. will con- -
stltu\x u staff large enough to allow®on¢ tencher for each grade 1.
most, cases, with-not more than two grades for any tmwhvr, with
three teachers for one and four for the other senior high school devot-
ing full time to high-school subjects. The caost of this stafl is esti-
mated below.  Salaries suggested, while muéh higher ghan those
" now paid in the county, are not hetter than goo({5 teachers should
- expect.. " A term of nine months is contemplated. Of the $59,500
estimated as necessary, the State can be expeeted to ‘pay half, or
'-nearly half. The amount received from that source ‘the present

year is $25,000. Some increase is probable.

', Two pnnclpals for the senior high schools, at 2,000 vach.............o.L $4,000
Two prineipals for the junior high schools, at $2,000 cach. .. 599500006900004 000
Forty teachers, at $1,000 evch per vear.,..... J e 49, 000

_ One primary supervisor................... 300000000006000000 008 % 00000000000 1000
Y T posoogpocos e POTEURUTTR e 59,500

It'is not mtmded that tlns estimate shall be more than a tentative
onv or give more than a general idea of the cost.  When the levy is
_-actually made; it will probably come in part from ¢ounty and in part
- from special district sources. The county levy can be increased the
" next year wuthqut exceeding the maximum' prescribed in the law at
- the present- time, regardless of any pl‘OVlsl(m the legislature now in
#"””sessnon may make. Howevor, a 3-mill increase: over this- year's levy

3tk
,mprobably represents the' minimum* ambunt ‘which will'be needed to
carty" out the new plan the coming ycar. .As salarms increase accord-
ing to the schedule suggested the annual éxpense Will increase some:
‘what. The: ‘county tax rate this year is.1.9 mills. -If we add to this

m’%&ﬂ{e 3 mllls suggest,ed for mcreaemggsulmes an j,quahﬁ(*atlons f
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teachers, the total would not oxu-ed 5 mills. A 6-mlll Ievv would
doubtless cover the maintenance expense of all the improvements
recommended.  Many counties in gther States have a far higher rate -
for schools; 50, 75, and even 100 mills are not uncommon. |
“The 'money needed for buildings and equipment, including trucks
-or wagons for transportation, should be raised by a bond issue.  Auto-
molnlo busses for schools or auto trucks have proved most satis-.
factory for transporting children in different parts of the country:
(wnorull\ the cost per child is less than if horse-drawn vehicles are
used.  The initial cost is greater and should be included in the bond -
budget? while theé mmntonance expense should be included in the
nnnunl tax levy estimate. " The interest- and a sinking” fund for -
meeting the annual payments should be provided for also when the -
levy is mnd(-

CAN (‘l'RRl’l‘U.CI\' COUNTY AFFORD BETTER SCHOOLS?

Tt has been indicated elsewhere that Currituck County is not poor. .
in natural resources, value of produ(-t,s. native ability of its people,:
or tax valuation. lntclll«wm'o and prosperity are indicated by the
quality of furm homes nnd buildings, machinery, and general i improve-
ments.  Many of the homes are equipped with- electnc or other
lighting plunt and have other modern conveniences. Tractors gnd
othcr fmm implements  show that progressive ideas of farming
- prevail. There are 400 automobiles, valued at approximately

£400,000, & per- capita investment of $55, more than four times the °
amount (312) invested ‘in school property. Estimating upkeep of
these automobiles at the conservative figure of $15 per month, more
money is spent annually .on automobile repalrs. oil, and gasoline *
thun for the muinteriance of all the schools in the counfy. . If‘we
consider only the money spent by the county .itself, excluswe of
State funds, it is safe to say that the people of Currituck. are spending
this year twice as much on keeping up automobiles as on educating -
children. Only in the st-hm\ls are the people of the.county willing-to- "
continue' ‘the: methods and standards of living adopted by their
futhers and grandfathers to meet the needs of many years ago. The.

* old homemade benches (not desks) still in use in some-schools bear "
the.initials of the grandparents of children who now attend, and if .
not in the same buildings, at’ lenst in those Whl(‘h are snmllar in kmd

. and: construction.. g
e The State’s favorable laws and hberal asslstunce in’ funds do much;- ;
. 7 Aor the éducationdl mtorsts of the. county ‘Recently. property valuan

£ tion for taxing purposes has been raised, conformmg Wwith progressive’::
. ideas on this subject. Inshort, the county gives.every indication of...
.- beinginaf vorable posmon for the estabhshmentof a,modem syst.em‘
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of schools It is necessary- onl\ for the peoplo acuvolv to interest
themselves in' the education of their children and to mntrlbuto m«m-
_generously to the support of the schools. :

It is not necessary that an amount be added to the present school
expenditures which shall be burdénsome to taxpayers, or that i* shall
be more than a slight expense to the. mn]orlt\ Table 9 shows the 1
number of persons paying taxes on given valuations, ranging from
$500 to more than $10.000. arranged in intervals of $500.

TABLE . Number of persons wying laves on given mhm!mm.
! ) v 10 { 7

P'ersons, . I'ersons,

On $500 or lexs. . ceeeeieaiaa 886 On $6.001 1o 6000, e 12
On $500 to §1. o0, i 246 On 650110 ST0M, T L0
On $1,101 to $1.500. ... .. A 12 OnST00l ST, .. 1
On $1,501 to $2, 590 0 d% 0 Foooaa . Il7fnn¢ SOl tossooo.. o0 2
‘On $2,001 t0 32,500, ... . ¢ 107 L OnS8001 to S8A0.. L L6
On%?solm&moo..-.;’. et 7| On $8.501 10 $9.000. ...« . . .10
-On $3,001 to £3.500. . ; On*$9.001 10 $0.500. . . 8
On $3.501 t0 £4,000.... .......... -3'4; On £9.501 10*10000..;..... U B
OnS‘iOOlto‘tl500..............1 15 | On $10.000. R | [

- On $4,501 10 $3,000.... " ‘ :

' On $5.001 10 £5.500 - 30 ' 5 > - RN

© On$501 a0 a2 T ‘
. Valuation of hunting+ f(xlm 3470804 numinrnlululm 87 N. K Railroad property,

400, 202. e e

, Of tho 2,067 tn\pn\ors in lho county, more thun lO pvr cent pay
~ taxes on $500gr less and npproumatol\ 55 per cent (54.7 7 percent)
" pay on a valu?{un of 81,000 or less. A flat increase in the leyy of
3'mills recommended in this report means an increase in total taxes
paid annually -of $1.50 of less for 40 per cent of the people and §3
or less for more than half the people in the county. ~For 8% per
- cent of the tuxpayers. ‘the increase amounts to $15 or_less. - Only
.. 110°persons and corporations. including a numbek of clubs. railroad
and other corporations. as well as nonresident individuals. would
~have increased taxes of $30 or more per year. Surely this amount
is.negligible in view of the fact-that this slight increase on the prop-
erty of the counfy would make poselhlo the nmmtonnnco of vastly
~ improved schools.
b The total cost of building und uporatmg guod schook is always
.. greater than that of poor ones. Good buildings, good teachers,
longer terms, hxgh schools. and transportation fucnlmm cost money.
So.indeed-do modern homes, harrows, .disks, tractors,.automebiles,
o hghtm‘g sysbe}ns, and: telephones; " ind yot few mtolhgont ‘people
£ contend that we' should .discard‘these modem means of mmfort and.
convemenee.. Economy does not necessnnlv follow smull mvost—
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value received for money pxpen-ded. The present school system

costs very little, but the returns are meager also. Indeed, many

schoyls now cost mote than their value in educational returns actu-
ally justifies. A good school system will enroll a higher percentage

of the children of school age; will keep them at school regularly for -

a longer period cach year and for the completion of -the full course;

will provide the kind of eduention that makes better and fore use--

ful citizens: add to land values and productive possibilities of the
county: and encourage desifuble and progressive citizens ty make
homes  within its batders. Returns on the investment measured

in meney ‘will be much larger than from the same amount invested
in any other way. If measured in terms,of the permanent influence

5, .
they will be greater still, -

on the lives of the children and the higher welfare of the community,

-

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS. -

1. Substantial increase of school funds,
2. Consolidation of schools according to plan outlined.

»

3. New buildings which meet modern requirements in’ appearance,

arrangement, and equipment. :

4. Reorganigation ori the 6-3-3 plan; a course-of study based on

the life- and needs of. the mmhnupily and harmonizing with such
reorganization. ' ' .
3. Adequate staff of prepared supervisors. prineipals, and teachers.
6. Salury schedule based on preparation. experience, arfd meritori-
ous service, applying alike to all parts.of the county. '
7. Provision for. enforcement of compulsory attendance law and
systematic effort to promote regularity of attendance.
8. The school term of nine months for all schools. . .
9. Adoption of effective system of cost accounting and of collect-

ing data and keeping records. e
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