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- The most notable events affecting the status, of the blind within
" this bienhium are: The arousing of the attention of society to the
existence and needs of the handicapped; the labor shortage, which
created many and new openings for their employment; and the
Federal law providing, under certain conditions, for the rehabilita-
tion of people injured in industry or otherwise. Other arresting
events in_the special field -of the blind are: The final adoption of
“ Braille as the uniform tyge to be used in their schools, and along
with this the fivefold increase in the Government’ subsidy to the
American Printing House for the Blind; the successful growth ‘of
the new movement for teaching certain partially seeing children by
themselves, which is one of the outcomes of continued labors for pre-
venting “blindness; the widening interest in psvchologic researdh
among school pupils, destirfed to lead to their reclassifiention and a
modification of curricula$ and finally the successful heginning of o
collegre coupse of lectnres and demonstrations for teachers and work- "

ers.among the blind and the semisighted. | ok

. .

. NEW.INTEREST IN THE BLIND,

- Within the academic year 1917-18 unusual numbers of the older
‘pupils, ho would ordinarily have, finished their courses; left school
or failed-to return toit hecause they had obtained work and pre-
ferred whatsis cafled gaintul oceupation to maré schoolitiy, Tndeed,
the recent Iabor shortage has givers the blind the mest encouraging.
|~ push'they have eveir'.’kno'w’h,“viz ¢ The feeling that they were notunlly
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[ R MFNNIAL SURVEY OF nwmrmx, 191820, . ‘

needed in the w orkaday world, - Where there were plac vmcnt workers 3
these have been so busy filling positions that-the number of fit can-
L * didates was exhausted ; in other words, there were more places open
.to the blind than trained l)lnnlpooplc to fill them. Many secured jobs
for themsel\es, chiefly ut various sorts of handwork-in factories.
One factory in particular. thut'of the great Crocker-Wheeler Elec-
tric' Co., at Ampere, N, J.. gave preferential employment to blind
aen and wdmen at * taping. m insulating parts of motors, cte., thus
o creating a sort of department for them. This department was"hau-
dled in 4 Iusinesslike manner, actual earnings were paid on the
bagis of. piecework, and such satisfactopy results were reported that
« - the company proposes to continue employing these hands so long as
» - conditions permit. Tt was not so long ago that most blind girls. on
k graduating from a high- schoal course, could lpol\ forward only to
being useful gt home.  Latterly numbers of such girls, after tyking
. a little intensive training at.q business school, have been placed as
typists in offices using the dictaphone.  These “wirls have a bétter,:
Dackground in English than most candidate’ typists, and, being anx-
- ous to make good. havesusuallys done so. There are very many
¢ processes which blind or other handicapped people can master, aud
the naturally become quite dependible.
fllx(* fechng that carcers of independence are upcning for the
“trainéd blind has. reacted upon their schools and infosed a new
spirit into the classroom: l\pe\\m ing, for exatuple, is now taught
from a different viewpoint. “And the school “curricnka as a whole.
“are destined ta be };\cxh'miwl and modified under the advice and
serutiny of effici iency committees, At Jeast one school has now
added to its stifl a vocational guide.  Obviously only the less ca-
“ pable and the less energetic of the blind should have recourse for a
¢ - living to such humble ?mmhu‘ﬁfls as chaiy caning; and, similarly,
’.only the no Ionﬂm wuthiul or resourcefut should go to,tlw work-
\ - ing home or ‘thé specml warkshop. A.veteran educator of thie blind
-. *has written: % The ability. of the blind man ty get op successfully
1n the world will depend even more upon his head than his hand, aad
" he is far less handicapped in the development of the one than in
| ‘the other,” When the geueml eluploymg public findsthis cut the
* blind pill rise to the occasion, as many have recently done. dnd their
u whdje social status will be lifted, to their great Imppmess tmdl the
beneﬁt -of socu@fﬂy at Tappe. ,
% e - Alrgady, fnllced, the public diseovery and x‘e@ognntnon of the hwdr
" capped &8 ® consequence of thie whe hias been wonderful. The: pub- -
Yjeity ‘efforts of the Iederal Board for Vocstisnal Education and
! the American Red Cross have been potent aids. The blind bave'
" been ‘!q@edg[lv lgmnnﬁmd Kno;vfng thpt mémg of our soldidé’ hoys. .
_would T ’_u‘rn lﬂI’?xdedl u’largw of women leafnie Braﬂle, ,
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EDUCATION OF THE BLIND, \ , 5
the tangible reading and writing of the blind, and otherwise pre-
pared themselves for understanding and relieving the condition of
blindness. Their . laboratpry was/at hand umong the civil blind,
and they were sdstowished to discover how many of these there were
in_adulthood and’how neglectful society had beem in their belalf.

« The schools and libraries, the public commissions. and the private as-
sociations for the lind_ pointed the way. They held classes, gave
practical” demonstratiens. and taught by eorrespondence. Young
wonfen became volunteer social workers, some offering the use. of
their carsmand of themselves as céhauffeuses, driving thronghout a
whole season or until the work set for them was done. College girls
read regulurly to blind students and persisted as they had never
been known. ta do before.  Bitt most have heen continuously help-
ful in Brailling out stories for; the blind to read. -Nbt a few hitherto
idle people have found their vocation among the blind.  In these
and other ways a new and improved mutual understanding exists
to-duy, between the Llind and the public. which it is hoped can be
meagurably ‘maintained. S 4 : '

Heretofore the towns, cities, and States. alone have provided such
public aid as was given at all to_their citizens whose producing ca-
pacity had been reduced in any way.  Handicapped children have
been given sehool training, and 2ertpin of the adult. as the blind, kave
had employment provided in subsidized shops. Though the publie
recognized a duty in this, it was a charitable duty. It was 'n_'kimlness
to the ipdividual. But now that.the Federal Government, by reason
of the Fess-Kenvon' Aet, which ro:'vntly became Taw, will lend-aid
as an économic difty to the severyl States which themselves under-
take. rehabilitation of persons iMjured inprocesses of industry or
otherwise. -and. that this makes it possible to provide training and -
placement after training for those who are biind as a result of dis-
east, one ean be hopeful  that this is but the heginning of a vast and

" fai-peaching work of reclatning and making independent citizens «f

... those who are blinded in thg years of manheod and wmmll)‘homl._“'

PR . I

‘ , 'THE WAR BLINDED. ‘
Many. workers among the blind optimistically believed that the
Goveriment rehabilitation of the war blinded and their placement
i industry would so, sweM the ranks of efficient blind men seen daily

© going about their work that this faet alone was destined to.raise not
o ittle the social status of all the blind, ' The: plans’for their fe- i
- habljtation were acknowledged: to be the wisest and, best the world
.had ever conteived. A generous pension and insurance was to place
 the amen beyond all- financial WOTLy ;- every conceivable tieans for
. their &“ﬁfgmtgénwnwmwrnini@g was to be offered them, and they

¥ 3

were to.be urgelt to fit tHemselves to become: again and remain gco-
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v,ﬁ " BIENNIAL SURVEY”OF EDUCATION, 1018-20. % ‘

‘ momwallv useful citizens, not only because so to do was for the good
of society. but even more becanse the feeling of being nseful would

"« makethem hnppler and hetter.  And, indeed. mhe Gm’ernm@nt showed
rare wisdom in this. It had ucoep,teﬂ the dictum of Helen Keller
that * the heaviest burden on the blind is not blindness. but idteness.”
Who cai say that the statement of this remarkables worfian. so
widely read as it has been since 1907, when it wus published. did
not so popularize the ided as to help bring about the national pnlu )
for reclaiming all its war broken. inc lu«lm-' the blinded ¢ -

Edueators of théblind, then, foresaw great good as likely to_come
. to their poople out, of the. vast evil of the war.  And they, like
society in general, were eager and anxious to aid the soldier bovs
who should return so grievously changed. Many of -them would
have thrown their schoels open to them, had this heen deemed best.
But they themselves did not so deem it. They agreed rather with
the ,mthm/res at Washington that it wald be wisest to hring heée
young fellows together under inspirational environment until thev
should find themselves again or he led through m(npntlmml activi-
ties into the state of mind without which attenipts at training wonld
be useless. They advised that the period’ of mental convaleseence
would be sqonest over’if these invalids were kept away from their
homes and grouped by themselves for a period where no one would
~feel himse]f an exception needing special coddling and where ever v
influence both of vecupational therapentics and preltminary training
shoufid e brought to bear until each, individual could be sent forth
for definite vocational training where this could best be found. And
they advised that. after training. placement and follow- up shquld l»e
provided these wards of the Nation.

This plan, w hich was for the most part the one hem,q succvksfullv
followed in England for the Government by the National Institute
 for the Blind, our Government made every preparation to Carry out
- for ltse]If Tt mccemedl the use of a private estate at Ba]tnmnre.

. pdded: temporary. schocl and recreational buildings, armnged for
ample leadership, and in April, 1918, when the first  cnses ” arrived,
started up its qplem?]ld maehinery. . Indeed. the intentions of the
Fe(]eml Board for Vocational h(lucutlon, assisted by the Red Cross.

- were generous in the extreme.

S Thege bodies could not do enough. The expendlture of money for
the ‘vehabilitation of these.men- who had gwen"ﬁhenr sight for their *
goumixsyfms to be more than smple—even lavisl, = Great Britaifi Was®

10 be surpassed, \m;umllynml instinotively evérybody tried to help.

. But But the project began in dfnsfhax‘magv. and’it was not yntil May, 1919,

“ " ‘when the men were discharged frog. the Army and the Amepican

Red Cross undertook tiw full condmcfz of it for the Federal Board -

‘that harm begnn to’ appmr and-so genen} 'exbectatiéns, w}nch

-
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- to the public opinioit'of people supportin

H AU 'EDUCATION OF THE BLIND, * 7

- N N M :
were oversanguine, have hardly been realized. Perhaps this was
inevitable under the circumstances. However this may be, the whole
new task, in which there was so much heart, proved complicated and
dificult of execution. The plant was there but no single executive
l#ad having the background of experience and the support of public

" confidence and of the blinded men themselves. Then. the conscious-

ness which these men had of having ample incomes for Lt in itself
militated against’personal effegt: also the lack of previous education
of most of the men and their harmful ciddling by, the sentimental,
publie—these and other things, in a measure, have t]n\':n'tsd fond ex-
pectations. At least, this is the conviction of educators of the
civilinr blind. some of whom, feel that. were the undertaking tg be
begun anew. they would be justified in offering to sacrifice for a time
the ‘interests of their own schools in order to help the Government
start its deliente task. Possibly the result would have proved no
more suceessful, and it might have been far less'so. But could they
have known how few men there would be for any one institution, if
distrilmted among the 45 of the country. they could doubtless have
arranged somehow to receive them. 7 ' '

- The rensons they aqvised grouping them for'a while in one place,

as was done, are, ih short, these: The existing schools and their dis- _

cipline are adapted in every way. both in equipment and in stafl, for
the nseand noc\ls of children, not men. ¥ow, men and children can
not profitably be schooled together: hence either the schools would
have to be divided in plan or’be overturned to suit men. ~ Either way -
would have beeni at a sacrifice of the children, who nimbered in the
school year 1915-19. 4616, whereas all the serious eve eases resulting

- from the war—gunshiot and gassing, wenkness and disease—known

to the Federal Board in December, 1920, are 308, hardly one-fifteenth
as many.  Donbtless the officials responsible for the proposed re-

habilitation of the war blinded had other plans: than to subject these _

anen to the old-time blind-school methods: and #r this matter they
were doubtless justified enough. . For. were they called upon to do
their task over again, they woul! undoubtedly plan much as they

. . : . . . ¢ N . 3
did, but endeavor to carry the project out more happily. And edu-

cators of the civilian blind; some of whom gave leave of absence to
members of theig staff to further the cause, would now try to be evén
more helpful-than they were able to be before; and they tried to bé
sooperative gli along. ' The above remarks, made by one of them, are.
miade in the kindliest spisit, and are not to'be takén so much as a
criticism of the Government s an explanation 'of their own attitude’
in the matter and of their ‘disgppointment- at the general results so

- far. As for the old:time methods of existing schools, it should be:

borne in mind, in the first place, that no school cap be much superior

Y EER LG > = By o
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social and ‘industrial status of the blind be lower than it might be,

“ this,is due in large part to public prejudice or a reluctance of eme’
ployers to give the blind man-a chance to prove his value as a pro- -
ducer. And it should be borne in mind. in the second place, that it is

- & fact that almost every new worker among the blind, who has vision,

and initiafive, feels the call to discount ‘what Las hitherto heen done

in_this field and v propose for immediate application fundawentul
= changes which seem to him to promise better results. -

- UNIFORM TYPE AND THE INCREASED SUBSIDY. FOR PRINTING
) IN IT. o ’ . ,

The signal achievement of Valeotin 1a iiy. the first teacher of the
blind, was the devising of a means of reading with the finger. The
eilucation of the blind; then, was foundel upon émbossed ” hooks,

“With the opening of the pioucer schouls for them in this country. in
1830-1833, embossed priuting was begun and continued. as funds
were available, until 1579, "when Congress granted the American
Printing House for the Bliml, wt Lowisville, Ky, wn annual subsidy =
of F10.000. This house hecame at once the greatest producer of its .
kind in the world and continued to be such into’ the present_century,
-when the numbers of pupils in our schools drawing upon this sonrce
of books had more than doubled : which fact. coupled with the in-

" creased cost of prmlm'l,i(mé made the yearly output entively inade-
quate. In this emergency several of the sehools set ap small printing
.presses of their own and assisted one another and the rest to a hetter
supply. The State of New *York and certain Bible societies Lave also
splenididly supplemented ook production. " One endowed enterprise
set about manufacturing writing uppliances and table games for the
blind and selling them at less than cost. : : :

In 1919, Congress icreased it~ grant to the American Printing
House from $10000 to $30.000, which sum has made possible the en-
largement and improvement of @ plant and the immediate increase
in the number of Looks to each school. ‘This fact is an achievement,
indeed, and is one of the signs of recent progress in the education of

. the blind. 7 _ : ‘ J

Dozens of embossed types for reading by the finger have been de-

-vised at one time and another within the past 136 vears -since the °

. first practical one was hit upon in France. And much ingenuity,

effort, and money have been put into them. All may be grouped -

.« into’ one of -two. classes—those composed -of lines and those com-

I pose ;,pfpoints; In genersl, the line types, which came. first, were

. " " imitations of characters that had sui‘viv_ed as best’ada pted to reading -
- by the eye. "The point types, the chararters’of which are merely
| different arrangements. and fumbers of sin

s

ar points or dots, reprg- -
éing more generally tangible

- sent, arbitrary systens justified both us |
i ‘. i‘a 5 B g =§lz" i
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than the lines and particularly as being ulone writable as well as
readable by the blind themselves. And so the point systems have
- gradually driven out the line types with the exception of one of
them, Moon’s type. which is so large and coarse that anvbody having
the least patience can learn to read it with the finger, Its bulkiness
is seen {n this: .\ single, copy of the Moon Bible fills 63 quarto
volumes, costing in England. where the press for producing it is -
endowed, £8 135, 10d. Nevert heless, great numbers of the old*and
infirm wane this type, and most libraries for the blind among Eng,
lish-speaking people” circulate more books m it -than in any other.
A single line type, then, has survived and is destined.to stay. But -
Moon's type is not needed by the voung blind at school or by the
maore courageous of the adult.  The point svstemi known as | wille,
from the name of its maker. is now the survivor. among three which
have competed Yor supremacy.  And it has won out- for no. other
reason than that of wnifernfity: but this js ample veasons Hitherto
the plates from which editions were reprofluced might be jn ane or
another of’three systems—a highly wasteful busineS and one which
compelled the wonld-be regder of yeverything v.mhn:‘sed to learn
< them all . ‘ .
~ People whao promoted either one of the other two systems did .so
conscientionsly. helfeving it a better tool than any other and there-
fore addingTess to the hanglicap of blindness, I_In\\'e\'cr;tl;o agree-
ment upc‘K original Braille has heen ﬁr.-u‘liuyll_\' unanimons, and
sinee M9 no'new book in another svstem has been embossed here,
Tt.is called * Revised Heaille Grade 10 for this reason: Revised'
Braille as used among the British is printed. some in grade 1. which
is full spelling. but chiefly in gradde 2, which is highly contracted—
that is, it employs so very many characters for arhitrary abbrevia-
tions, like ale for always, 4 for blind. and arbitrary combinations
of letters, like fo, for. ation? com, cd, ete., some Lof whiceh are not
justified by their frequency ; uses these without regard to.syllabica-
tion, as for-um, or * correct-usage,” such -as individuality -of word, .
- like ¢ toeut,™ “ togo ™ (which latter may stand cither for the verh or
the “Japanese.admiral), “intothe,” all run togetlier: avoids the use -
of all capital letters, as “john P: and, Joreover, is so encumbered
with arbitrary rules and regulations to prevent ambiguity and pre-
serve. some degree of nniformity that- American blind schoolmen
would not inflict it npon their pupils:  As textbooks and printed
+ ~literature should a}ways be models of good uéé._t_hey'“ferefunwilling
“'to lay these before them or to. allow them fo disregard usnges in
their Braille writing that are intolerable in pencil Or‘typewr'itinv.”
. So-a gride between 1 and 2 was agreed on and termed grade 14. . It -
+ - will be-seen thap the American grade 1} is merely a siniplified or'
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, 1
purified grade 2 and ean be vead, of course, by .anvoune who knows
grade 2. Moreover, €hie many books already existing in grade 2 4re
not closed to any who wish to take the tronble to read them, and

~onr civeulating libraries” have already imported considerable num- |
bers from England. : e '

The nusic notation for the blind is now the same evervwhene, as

are the mathematieal and the chemical notations, wherever Faglish =
is nsed: thns duplication of seoves and tables gy be avoided
through intermational exchange. ~\ 1l this represents n signal achieve- -
ment and advance and is what is meant when the adoption of a
nniform type for the blind is heralded.  Mready. with the close of
the vear 1920, 208 different hooks have been published in the uni-
form type, and the schools have begun their introduction with their
younger pupils.  Phe older pfipils will camtinue to utilize the other”
books until these are worn ont und supplanted. ,

. LIBRARIES FOR THE BLIND. . z

L4

-.\l«}t\svlnmls are glad to circulate their embossed books heyond
their own pupils and do so in s far s they can. But the reading
hungereof the outside blind who reud is chiefly satisfied by civeulat.,
ing libraries loeated here and there thronghout the country. The
splendid © Books for Eoervbody ™ movement which aroX during the
war has persisted and now inclydes, looks for the blind. A drive
has Deen made ‘in their behalf, which has further attracted public”
attention to the necds of these people.  Indewd, lilwarians have
helped nobly,  Some have induced- apthors to ment the cost of pub-
lishing in Braille «” book or twa.  Otlers have oreanized clulis for 4
writing out in Braille by hand short'stories pripivily “for the blinded

v soldiers—the spacial libearian of the Liliary of Congress announc-
iz that 24257 pages have leen thits contrilwted and fastened into
houks throngh dier. .\ no less important duty of the Hbravians is
bringing ‘to the attention of their public the titles of afl the new
“books that- miy be horrewed far the asking, and this publicity
the librarians have also-earrvied ont as best ‘they could.  Truly the
[ cause of the reqding Lilind. bus marched. v g -

w

- BOOKS ABOUT THE BLIND,

Libraries and schools interested to do so have coffected much

" literatitre .on. blindness and‘the blind, especially the war. hljnded,
‘which )p\s lately appeared in quantity, and also on the prevention

~d¢f Mindness, an enterprise that wHl nfwuys need . genorous .support

. and should have it, | Thongh there is considerable literature on the . |
; gcqern!lsgnbjgct_, there has ippegred no single c@m’prehéngigvp book .-

it any language until 1919, when Mactillan .issued *“The |
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© childeen in such clugses than were reported twd years ago, bhut more

.

- edueation and sociology ~hould have.  An excellent Manual on Con-

EDUCATION OF THE BLIND, / PEERERES § B
R

Blind." by Harry Best. Ph. D.—a work which may he truly called a
lnbor of love and which every library that includes bonks on special

servation of Vision Clasees has been iscued by the National Com-
mittee for the Prevention of Blindness. and n bulletin, expliining

and describing these classes. by the Harvand. University Iress,

. LA 4 .
v VS'I‘.'\TIS'.FI(‘S OF .-\'l"l.‘l'lxl).‘\.\’('l’. ", ) . M
By fav the largest nnmber of blind and parety blind papils pe-
ceiving edueation i the United States. us elsewhere, atteml the
residential sehools, commanty callwd institutions. We have 43 such
schools, whose attendanee. in (01 19 was 616 In the Se qens
demic venr 959 attended day-schaol centers, of which therne are now
Uit the public ~clivols of 36 cities. The yJay-~eliool maovement,
which began iy Chivago in 1900, everywhar considered all it pupils
as blind and hm;dx(’ them as suel for over a deeade. when in a few
cifies certain of the semihlind among them were segregated and,
it as semisighted pupids: that s, chiefly throngh the cye in-
steadd of the finger, There being wany move defectiveovesicht chil-
dren who have wable evesight than who hive uet bt st depend
upon tonch, it follows naturally that the elasses for the Formier have
grown apace, so that the above-given figures.of atteidunce of Wind -
children at day sehools are misleading. Thivre e really fewer blind,

semisighted. The movement for such sepvdghtion is seientifically
cyrrect and represents agreat educational afhvance in he propar
methods of reaching children suffering not frdm Wlindiess bt from -
sevionsly defective eyesight, : e

)

DAY SCHOOLS FOR BLIND AND FOR SEM|SIGHTED CHILDREN,

“Ihe movenient for “semisighted clusses.” rought fram England
in 1909, was wnable to organize its firsticlags in Boston until 1913,
sinee when it has extended. especially in Myfssachusetts, Wistonstn,
atd Ohio. anil in New York City, *But i is fo the wise and enthiisi-
astic supervisor of the department for the blind of the Cleveland
pablic schools that its recent spread is my inly due. He cleverly
caused the State's respopsibility for the eflucation of -its eye de-
fectives, thé blind and the sémisighted alikk, (o be extended to the -
public-school systens of given cities, and in this way he was able
to elahorate n praject which most_ city-supported systems have not
yet been able to matel. . He obtained fron friends the money ithe
which to print bis - clear type” books for the semisighted. - His
early ][)nvoiriding of ‘the books, which -are i 12 24-point heavy black
type ‘on ungluzed buff paper, and which jare on sale, hus been an
invaluable seryice to the whole cuuse. Thi *pigpaﬁdm‘,“izho\ is him. ©
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self b]nnd and a product both of an institution and a unwenslty, has
-been ‘able through "his State subsidy to elaborate according to his
~ need his provision for both classes, the blind and those with de- -
fective eyesight, and to approach in thoroughness much that is done )
for their blind pupils by the residential schools and more than is
done for their partially blind: and he has been able to avoid doing
some things for both kinds which these institutions can not avoid -
doing. I‘Ql both kinds he has lengthened his school day, added a
Saturday morning session, introduced physical. musical, and. manual
training, some l)oy scout, girl campfire, und summer camp experi-
ence. and’ he- has taught a little household cconomy every day at
the noon lunch hour. He has also recently found it .ulns.ll)lo to
collect in two small -families certain of the blind children in his
public-school ¢lasses. Here he liolds purents’ meetings periodically.
He also employs a special home-\mtmg teacher.

This so-called Cleveland plan is setting the pace for other com-
munities o follow. Thé rock on which it is fonnded is State support
rather th:m city or local support, whiel latter is hard to get in suf-
ficiency and to keep getting, or than°private enterprisc, \\’h()se fune-
tion is-rather to initiate and justify @ublic movements than to

maintain -them. The plan now also supplies vocational guidance,
sends te high school those who should go there, offers voeationnl
,instruction, places the fit in emplmmont and follows them up for
two years after placement. This is more than most. institutions do
or can do for their pupils and ex- pupils. The advantgees claimed
for the day school over the vesidential are. first, tha %v former
subjects the handicapped child from the beginning to dnut com-
petition with the unhandicapped and while doing so gives him the

of the homce. TIn "eneml however., the day-school movement ignores
the other fact thnt for the child who is blind, very many if not most
of these homes furnish a poor and. unstimulating ehvironment, which

. fact even Cleveland has recognized, as is stited above. In theory the
ddy schogl has much the most to support it, but so far it has heen
impracticable to .attain all these fine things of the Cleveland plan
except in (‘]melnml {even Cleveland has not the special equipment
‘and study resources of a residefitial school) ; and these can not and
will not be approached anywhere except in citiés or large communi-
ties where there are enou,ﬁ) sueh children to waprant it and .wlicte
_the machinery to carry on is'set opsa firm fnun(f&ﬁmn althe uf sapport &%
ag& of.inteligent and progressive enthusissnt, -

i t,mm shove mentioned, is swgmﬁcmt and will futerest critios uﬁ pub-
TWS«'?WOI Gmﬁuu'l&hg in gehers):” il g

] "A, study of tlpe ptr «mmtié")u iecords of I(IQ» éfzmﬁhvlng clnw pqmgg in C
o redctio prer cent dn'the proportion of fuflures ufter the
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work in the sight-saving classes is well begun, hs cnn}pall‘éd with the proportion
of failures of these pupils prior to entrance in the sight-saving clusges. The
iwomirtion of failures among- the sight-wiving class pupils is 60 per ceént less
than the proportion of failures in the entirve public-school systent, ’

vision. The children, most of whom would injure their evesight®if
required to attend the ordinary school. ‘have lLere this precious tool
- guarded and conserved, while at the same time. they agequire an
Tducation—both being blessings to them and to the communities in
which they live. 2 e '

.

MENTAL MEASUREMENT AND RESEARCH.

- The movement for a better understanding of blind pupil material
through psychological testing was started at the Perkins Institu-
+ tion in May, 1916.and wis taken tp in September, 1916, by the Penp-
svlvania Tnstitution even more “vigoronsly, " Fgel of these s schools
now employs one o two traiged psychologists. both of whom work
under the direction of Dr, Samug) P. Iayes, professor of psychology
at Mount Tlolyoke College. who is paid to give up one-fifth of his
time to this specinl undertaking and *who gives more than that.

schools, remaining away weeks at a time, and up to the present have
tested 1,500 different- pupils. The tests are both individual and
~“group.  They reveal mental capacity, make possible a comparison

and show up methods of teaching.  The comfittee 1 efliciency of
the American Associntion of Instructors of the Blind, appointed in
1918, will continue to rely on Prof. Hayes for very material aid and
suggestion. ‘ g ) :

THE HARVARD COURSE IN THE EDUCATION OF THE BLIND,

In the fall of 1920 the Graduate School of Educition of Harvard'
University announced a halffyear course in the education of the
blind and the gemisighted, and began its lectures and demonstrations
on October 22 with a registration of 73 students, mostly teachers
and social workers. The tecturers, who volunteered their serviges;
are expétts in their special fields' in Massachusetts, New Yo,

.~ Pennsylvania, Mdryland, Okio, amd Ontario, The scope of ¢
ieourse I gefiergl) tredting of the history of the subjeot, the feitohiny

1

- and reudling p in the subjéctd treated in the lectures, . :

ete. Greater Boston: furnishes inustial gesouncés for demonstrating

fi
(&

e

pS

The classes for the partially sighted pupils are variously called |
myopic, optical, semisighted, sight-saving, and conservation of

These testing psychologists' have heen sent aroynd to six -other”

‘between the blind and thé sceing in this, that, and the other subject, -

the :

- of children and of adults, the prevehitiolt of Blindpess, the cofduct’
" of private and public ngencles, the psychology of blindness, relief, ’

i

-




The cmlrse, being the first of its kmd any\\here, is an e\pemmen-
tal one.” It represents the kind of -extension work this new school
of educatiorwould. be glud to do. A fominal charge was made to
the students in order to help meet expenses, the chief of which
were covered by the Massachusetts Association for' Pr romoting the
Interests of the Blind, swhich or«mmzutmn. and the division of the
blind of the \Iass.ulmsctts Board-of L(Iucutum. and the Perkins
Institution are responsiblg to Harvardefor §he initiation and con-
duct of the course. The project is significant, tending as it does to
give the work for the blind the sl.nnlm«r and importance that it
.¢hould have.”
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