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Public Evening Sc for Adults "

The growing consciousness on the part of adults that they should
continue their education is reyealing itself by. a general and growing
interest in the public. evening schools. The desire 'on the part of
adults to continue group instruction is évidenced( in all civilized
countrios. Thére are those who thirfk that this movement is one .
of the most important for race betterment that the world has ever
knotn. It has been said that the nineteenth century was the time
when the rights of childhood Came to be more generally recognized.
The first quarter of the twentiedi century saw`a wonderful new real-
iza"tion ..oT the importance of adolescence as a time fo'r education.
The marvelous growth_ of secondary schools in the United States
is evidence of this fact. This mo.veznent for ediication for grown
men and women is liut thelogical next step- in the march of progress.It is hut natural that taxpayers, who have, provided schoolhotises
and trained teachers in every section 'of the count67, should lOok'the public schools for help in this movement for adult ediic"atioii.
Public `eductitión for the large numb& of .men and Women inibst ,
necessarily be-given in the late afternoon 'or .evening. For the purTpose of this bullkin the term "evening 'school" will be used in con-
nection with any session'of the public school which 'is conducted for
thqse beyond compulso.ry school 'age and is held outside of regular
school hourg.

The *following table sivziws the rapid growth of evenineschools.
When we realize, however, that there are probably 25,000,000 .people who could profit by attendance at these.sChools, we see that
the number actually enrolled is iinall. Attendance in most cases
is not compulsory for high schools. If the evening schools were aseffective id all districts as they are in districts, the attendancein the'm, instead of being less than 1,000,000, would be 10,000,000 or'12,000,000. There is also flown in thiS table the growth of thé day
high schools for the saine not' that these are comparable, but,that the reaaer may know their relative size.
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PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR s ADULTS

TABLE 1. Enrollment in public eveninischools and public day high schools'

Enroll- Enroll-
ment in ment in

Year public public Year
aevenings day high

schools

.1910 .i
1912

134,778
419,981 I

1,111,393 i

1, 2CO, 798
1920
1922 .

1914
.

610,966 II 432, 095 1924
1916 647, 881 , 1, 710, 872 1925

,_ ,

1918 585, 413 1, 933, 821 1926
i

Erirolf Enroll.
ment in ; meat tn
public public

evening day high
schools s4sobr-

586,843 2,
842, 863 2,
943 442 1 3,380,876t,. 3, e450,933

3145, If

I These figures are base 1-on repo;t4 from cities of 10,000 population and more. Accurate statistics br
evening schools are difficult to obtain, because of the great variation iq methods used by city department%
of educs tion in keeping such records:

From Bureau of Education Bulletin, 1927, No. 13, on State School
Systems, we quote the following:

The regular public high-school enrollment in 1900 was 8.47 per cent pf The
number of children in the. United Siatç .. of ages 15, 16, 17, and 18. In 1905, it
was 10.12 per cent; in 1910, 12.53 per cent; in 1915, 20.96 peK cent; in 1920,
28.94 per cent; and in 1925, 47482 iler cent. The high-school enrollment can pore
than double and still not include till children of high-school age. It is not likdy
that this limit will ever be reached, t)ut.ihe break in the increase in high-school
enrollment has not yet begun.

From the allove quotation we see that nearly 50 per cent of those
of secòndary-school age are in secondary schools. Many of the other
50 per cent,.representing 4,000,000 boys and ghis of high-school age,
must go to salool in the evening if they are to attend school at
In addition to these there are many millions of people soVer21 years
of age who need eve-ning-sehool advantages.

Some school officials have attempted to organize evening schools
knd have found that, while many students would come* the begin-
ning, attelidance would decrease very rapidly after the novelty wore

off and they found that it required, work to prepare lessons. After
such an experience some of these officials have discontinued the
evening schools, jzielieving that in this one attempt to eitablish such

aschodls they have done their full duty for those who could 'not attend
die day schools. Other school officials haveitad the same results it
first, but came to the conciusionlhat the'trouble was not with the
students so much as it was with Me school: To develop a successful
evening-school prograutjs not an easy task. ilere must be trained,
tactful teachers; the Proper esprit de corps alitong the faculty; stu-
ants must develop the habit of attending school; they must leap to
budget their time so that the evenink school has its proper place;
there must be built up 'in the community a favorable public opinion
in regard to night schooli.

One of themost discouraging phases of the éveningTschool prob*
is the uncertain financial suppoit proVided this type of school).**,
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PUBLIC EVENING SCHÓOLS FOR ADULTS

to the lack of understanding on the part of the general public of the
iMportance of the work such schools should and can perform.

The following ohart_shows the great variation in the ratio between
attendance in day and evening schools of 16 cities selected at random
from each of the. three classes of cities according to pOpulation.. If
one city has nearly 30-per cent as many people in its evening schools
as it has in'its day schools, why should another city of like population
have as licKv an attendance as 1 per cent? We sep that the evening
schools of cities of, 30,000 to 100,000 population vary from 13/s to

PER CENT THAT 1HE NUMBER I N N IGHT SCHOOL' ATTENDANCE
IS Or THE NUMBER IN DAY SCHOOL ATTEN DA 14CIE IN

16 CITIES OF EACH OF 3 POPULATION CLASSES
AR RAYED ACCOR DING TO PERCENTAGE.

PER
CENT

14

12

10

4

a

6

4

2

2 3 4- 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 13 14 15 16-

I

* T - ..

6

-
.

_

0

I
01

X

.

......

.

.

0

.

*
ill

4

/.
e

.

..

.......g I

/

- .

I I

-

.

is
7-.

e

A

0 011

..

Ill ill

6

°I I-
i

..-

. t
Si

011.

/ t

e 1.
,

1 rt.
I

OP 11 4.
4(.111

? P
. d

1

I.

II

I l

_

.
4,_

I
illr CITIES OF OVER 100,0-00 POPULATI ON,
alels1101 CI TI ES Or 30,900 TO 100,000 POPULATION.
all."111. 1111110 CI T I.ES IF 10,000 TO 00,000 POPULAT ION.

a

PER
CENT
30-

20

10

o

8 per cent of their day-school attendapce, and cities of more than
100,000 population vary from 23 to 12 per cent.

This wide variation showsithat in somesities the evening school is
given much .consideration and funds with which'to carry on A suc-
cessful prbgram, while in anOther similar city there is evidently very
little attention paid to this important work.

Public schools bate always been thpught of as if they -were almost
exclusively for youth. The main work of young pedp19 is to attend
'school, and this order is not apt to be greatly. changed. However,#.
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4 ) PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR ADULTS

recent psyai. ogical stuAies show that formal learning. should noi.stop with y h Adult studeits in' 'our collegès and pniversitieshave deMonstrated that *adults excel.as students. A most interestingstudy has been made tò discover the relative" of learning fitpeople of various ages, At the annual meeting of the .A.inerican.
. Association for Adult Education, hdtd in Cleveland, Ohio, Man16,17, 18, 1927, Dr. E. L. Thorndike, of Columbia Uniyersity, gave areport laf* his eXtended' investigations in this-field. In the eveningschools of New' York City, ,the tfisk of léariiing Esperanto was givento four differnt age groups-. These'groups were selected with care soas to have in them peoplA of compirrable mental ability. The groupsand their accomplishments are here givew -

Group. /---.714 to 16 years of agemade 60-per cent accomplishment.
Group 11-17 to 19 years of agemade 85 per cent accomplish-meht.
Group III-25d to 29 years of agemade 89 per cent accom-plishment.
Grow) I V-30 to 39 years of agemade 87 per cent acComplish-

ment. .

: We see4rom these findings that Group IV made progress 27 percent highet than did Group I. Groups II, III, and IV representtile- ages of those most, frequently found° in evening schools. The,'time of thq greatest learnineability, coming at a period .when mostIwo* flit not in schmil, may be a mOst significant fact *did mapcause a reorganization our school program.

1"Evening Sch6ols in .the Large Cities
From rePorts received at the Bureau of Education it is foundthat most cities' of 1004000 dr moie population have ynne kind of

tvening schools. In some cities the attendance is small and the
Bumber of courses &feted is not large. Of cities which have a popu-latIon of between. 30,000 aDd I00,Q00, *per cent report 'that theyhave no evening scio61s, while in cities havinks a. popultiiion *of
between-2,500 änd 10,000 an evening school is rarely -found. If there,.
is afi eiening school in these smiller cities, it is usually financed by
some private agency. Fr9m these facts we can seë that relatively
onlji. a Befall part of our population-has' access to evening schools.

The great disparity between.evening schools* in .different ,cities is
shown by the 'orgarritation'of these schools, the length of du) schoa¡ear, and by the great valiation in the amount of money spent uponthém.,

Sime city school systems provide special training for their evening
'school teaChers, so that their schools rnay make the greatest possible
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- PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR ADULTS

offering to those who come to them for instruction. Other cities
tieeni to disregard entirely all -responsibility for evening schools.

In examining tile requirements for, evening school teachers, it is
seen that in nearly all States the State certificate for teachers is
required and, in addition, in many of t.he States, special training in

edticttion. Mony of the eitucational institutions of the dif-
ferent States, both private and State, offer cooperation in the teaching
of adults. Forty-four institntions in 18 different States are reported
as offering \teacher-training courses for teachers of adillts.

Many scliool officials have been so busy with tile regultir school
problems that they have given but little attention to evening schoQls;
In ous democracy theevenink school has a great task to perform. It
Avves those who,' for financial or othej. reasons, can n't go to day
school.

School officials who do not provide adequately for evening schools
may unwittingly do a great injustice to those. who can attend only
night school, if they attend school at all, Evening schools cost so
little in cbmparison to the cost of day ichools, it would seem that every
school system! where there is need f4r evening schools, woad maké a
serious attempt tò provide them. To ilTust ate the expenditure of
pOlic money for evening school pupils as TaredCo to that exliende4
kr day schoOl pupils,Aet us take the case hi two neighbor boys of
high-school age, namely, "A" and 1 i B ". The family of "A" does not
need his earnings.' 'therefore, he has, tile privilege of attending the'
day high sc.hool for four years at an average yearly cost, to the district,
of $173.72. He then attends the State university for four yeari at
an average yearly expense to the Stitte'of 003.75. It is thus seen
ihat $3,069.88 of public tax moniby hai beeh spent upon the education.,
q "A" during these eight years. .

Of considerable cmitrast are the conditions surrounding " B. He. .

lives in a home where all must contribute to the family's suppoxt, and
his only chance to attend school is after the da?s work is done. Pro-
vided he is privileged to attend anfeavening school for eight years, hd
has spent upon his education, from public funds, an average of $10 a
year, or a total of $80 for the same period of time that the education
of "A" has Cost the district. and State $3,069.881 I

The contrast in the service rendered by cities of like siie and char-
acter th'rough their evening sciwols ii most, ev*iden.t. to everyone who
stidies this probleni. 1 Just why one citY "should offer so litile
opportunity and another City prov-ide so much is, a difficult question
to answer. A .city which has a go.`od day-school program can have a
good evening school if it will but,gire this problem proper atientiorp.
Evening schooli present a different but no more difficult problem to
the school officiAl than, do the day schools. There is no gain in attempt--
ing to deti3rmine whether the day or the e;'eniitig school hits the mére

, 11

, 9- C. .5.+- - t 4 4 .4

O 10
C

.. ,I

.

d
5,

: ; : . I

1 1, .

*,*

' ,

---1

1

-

'.
,

I-. %::auli. :

7 1

1 .

1

,

-. .,
! ". ._..

!

'

, .

' .
,

,
..

, -.

.,

..

:
, .,

.....:11
'

. .!,,,,
...I .. .7'

.:, :

.

!

: i.

:
'. .....1'-.,..

.
.,-,

i ...,

.,..

,

,

.`.

..
,

.,*

. ....1,

't-".. ,

- .., ..,

.., ....,,

.
. . .:z--,4.

,

. -.-.'...1:0
, . . ...,):

i...... -.,.: .1- --...- .. ,..... .1,.,..., .....;,-.......,_,_:.-,... ; .,......:; ,,..: ,, :,....... . ...--.:, ..,..: -,).. ,,,,,.....A...,.: .4 .4, f .;- , ; A. 4;._`""4
try , v ' 4., ,,..- , -0c.... e ' ,A,* ilir-f ,illilbt 71.7 ..':ii .*:101 0, 0 :: 4 :pr .....e..1. tr i i. . j,E.11::...,',11....-A, 4 . ,:..:;

'A 'WZN.A.....n1.r1V.44444.!?.4'S.','h.. 41:1 i'lb.i.r i'`V ItIrX. I ., Az. .. . ' + . .44 Ti ,.. RIV

.,j, i,$ .e.,,...-,..!..r.1,- ,*1":.',..,.'1 _ILA ' t ',KA, ; . r. I '.. .ief .4, a7.-V, 1 . Vi.;), $- i ... .tift 4`,,";», ""Y,,?,:, -,,,,r, r gr. ,-, ks:.:,* .,.--,. ,..,-tt I ki...f.2e1 ; L ,, . ,,Z- ';.V. ; : . 't.. . .: ;4.'1' !4,' 4r14 -1' -""
--'''-'1'- iL:.2-z'T% :.- . ; .'..";,:-¡!:, C':!t VAt' :,k , A=r.'4 ,ivrA,..-1:.



PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR ADULtS

L_

1 II

HIGH-SCHOOL BUILDING
lived for Evening School (Ithaca. N. Y.

MACHINE SHOP

Rhea (N. Y.) Evening School
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'ttWING CLASS

Ithaca (-N. Y.) Evening chocil
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IMIl.LINERY 'CLASS('

Ithaca (143 Y.) Evening School
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8 PURI4C EVES1NG SCHOOLS FOR MAJLTS

important work to do. The evening schools may be said to be com-
parable to an emergency hospital, while; the day schools do a work
comparable to a regular hospital. Both are important. No city
should neglect ather kind of schoa. lt i evideitt evefi to the casual
student of the evening schools That these sOwels shouid be (Moretti

theory an ractice friii day se too s. Tini greater maturity of
the evening school .st mien has given experience that should he called
into use in the learning' .

Four cities.with evening schools are here given as examples. The
- two large cities. selected- -out.% fromihe East and one from the West----

from those having a i)opulat ion of more than 160,000parMAA Angeles,
Calif., anti Bultak, N: Y. l'ht other cities given are Gary, -Ind.,
in the Central Stiites; which has a population (.4 abo'ut 60,000, od
Ithaca, N. Y., 'which has a population. of about 20,000.* Ithaca has%

stfch an excellent Istem of eveiting schools that it was chosen tt;
illustrate what NM be done in a comparatively small city.

.

Los Angdes, Calif.

Enrolled in the evening schools of Los Angeles, in 19i6, were
62,630 stud-eats. TwentAive schook are in kisession two to five
evenings per work, two hours per evening. The schools attlopen to
students 40 weeks of the year.'

The age, attendancnd occupatio-ns of students are shown. by
the following statement, received from thewoffice of the city superin-
tendent of Los Angeles schools:4

a. The oldest student enrolled in evening school is g3 years of age, the youngest
18 years.

b. -The largest enrollment appears in typing classes.
C. The average age of evening high-School students is 27 years.
d. Thirty-nine per cent of evening high-schdol students attend 2 eveninq per

week; 34 per cent attend 3 evenings per week; 2 per cent atteTid 4 eveninis per":

week; 18 per cent attend 5 evenings per week; 4 per cent attend 1 evening
per week.

e. tiixty-s4tven and No-tenths per cent of evening high-schooLstAidents are
Tarried.

f.-Thirty-nine and six-tenths per cent are high-itchool graduates; 6.9 per cent
college graduates; 11.g per cent are technical school graduates.

g. The average age when students left regular school was 17 years.
h. Occupations as follOws: One bemired and eighty-five clerks," 164 steno-

graphers;111 housewives, 45 salesmen, 16 engineers, 3 chiroprattoors, 2 librarians,.
2 fiolieemen, 2' physicians, 2 dentists.

The cost, per student to the district- fór two hours nightly instruc-
tion for 10 school monihs is $67.50. This includes, 6esides cost of
instruc.tion, expenses for maintenance, such as school repairs or
upiwp of -grounds, insurance, librarian salaries, libiary b6oks.

4
LThisiirvey takenstrom one evening higb sehnol. .
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Pum.W EVF.NING, selltioLs FoR Anuvrs 9

penses of instruction include principals'. salaries, clerical salaries, sup-
plies, and so on. Act ual iter-capita inst ructi4 costs are $56 per pupil,
for two hours per, school day% 10 school :months pei year. No ¡I'm, is

, charged to studen'ts,a Los Ange6t. evening ellools. .

e

Evening schools are administered by tin assistant superintendent
under t he ipervision 9f the superintendent of city sehools. Evening
high-sc1l041 principals are directly r-esponsible ro the issist on( super-
imenttent in charge of evening schools. Twenty-tisree suptivvisom
and principals are ii; dii-ect charge of the 25 eveninrschools, and 46.S
,teachers are employed. .

..

'The requiremeNts for teachers in evening schools sire the .0¡le Ls .

for day-sch4O1 teachers,. For Americanization work the teachers must
-hold .sevondary certificates, either general or special 'in the line of
work in which they wish to fetich. Preference is given to. those
teachers holding the special secondary cOrtificate in citizenship. No
one may lent+ the foreign adult who has nor had at least 2 years -of
training 'beyond the high school and 4 years of teaching experience,'
in additiop to 6 semester hours in especially deteignated courses.
These couNes (liver a thorough study _of, the Wet hods of teadiing
English, with a reviei- of language instruction and the preparation of
lessons for use in the classes. in addition to the study of methods,
these courtZes include a -study or the immigrant, ttie souse of immi-
gration, and the reason s. why vast numbers of immigrants seek the
shores of the United States. As the result of this, training,
the teacher holds her classes wheritjt teacher nol es' brially prepar(id
is unable to do St b. .,..

- The livening schools -of Los Aligeles.olTer 96 subjects. It may be
said that the sincere endeavor to reach 00 needs of-the °City is evi-

'.(fenced. by the wide range of saihjects ofreied, such lis -accounting,.
,

agricilitime, bookbinding, basketry, carpentry, (-ivies, concrete con-
ono ion, cooking, cost ume-design dietetics, flower-making, income.**
tax, journaljsm, floriculture, plastering, reed wqrk: typing, trigonom-
etry, and so op. Ali manner of student activities are 'mumbled in
the evening schools.

' In regard to the importance of evening sAtoolel io Los.Angoles, the.
t:upenntenjent J tge city schools says, in part:

4

In Los ngeles, shuIt educatiOn, which ix conducted on an evening high-
school basis, is at prolgnt ancrwill be yluring the immediate future the dowinant
type ofkadueational empluisis which the grhools of this city shall be called upon
to stres-s.

At present there are eninlled in adult. evening classes in the city as many
students as are enrolled in senior day high Schools.

4,
The'vast number of men and %WHICH WhO attend evening high-schdol clismNs

in the city of.ti.)s Angeles di) So for cultural ag well as for occupational reasons.
Tilt pursuit of globes ht the evening schools enegtirages a wiser and more profit- .

Ible usg,of leisure time. A Wide selection of subjects in offered in Much -depart.
0 ,meats as art, musie, history, literature, and ditin)C
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.10 PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR ADULTS

Evening high schools hi the city of Los Angeles Dv organized with the idea.that they will serVe the needs of the community. Verever there is a group
interested in a .spcial study, it is the policy of the board of ducation to .'employ
,the proper instrators and to provide, within limit needful equipment. '14this end we are glad to make. contacts with new fields of interest and to iTd
every" encouragement to those who have a desire to continue study.

Buffalo, N. Y.

. Buffalo has had evening schools for 30 yeats. During this 19ng,
experience conclusions have been reached which might be useful to
other cities.

During the school yetir.1926-27 more than 2000 people attended
evening schools. All of these students were over 16 years of age;
the average age was 31 years. The stuaents *ere from all Nyalks of
life and from almost every nationality in the world.. Practically
every trade of the city was also 'represented. A wide variety of
cuftural as well as vocationalsourses was given.' Whatever course
13-or more people wanted was offered, provided a good teacher could
be found.

The evpningioschools of Buffalo are free. They Are a part of the
regular ptiblic-school systein. Thirty-three.school buildings are used
for eyening schools, aiid a person may select any- school near his

'home or any other 'school in the city that Meets his needs more
particularly.

The evening schools are in session for 25 weeks in the year, 3 eve-
flings per week, 2 hours per evening, or 150 hours per year. If we
compare this with the number of hours the day schools -fiie open
that is, 1,080 holirsthe time allotted to evening schools, seems
small indeed.

About 50 per cent of the evening-school teachers are regular day-
school teachers. The others are chosen from any source that can
furhish persons best fitted by preparation, experience, and.personality.
Teachers for the evening schools of Buffalo have a *spirit of service
ana good will thitt make th3 students want to come again.

Why people attend extension dasses.Some time ago officials made
a personal canvass of thousands of pupils in the Buffalb evening
schools. The results of this canvass, supplemented by hundreds of
letters from other pupils, indicate the following motives for attendance
in such, classes:

41. To make up for educational opportunity lost in childhood,
2. To acquire additional 0,u1ture and refineknent.
3. Tò prepare for college or professiortal schoOls.
4. To prepoe for, entrance, or for advance, in canmerce, trade, or

industry.
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PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR ADULTS 11

5. To qualify for newer or bean vocations, higher and richer
fields of endeavor.

6. To improve in all the arts -and sciences of the home.
7. To seek guidaZce in adjustment to the land of their adoption.

- 8.. To seek relax'ation and change from daily pursilits.
9. To( seek to preserve or . restore health through systematic,

supetvisM, and directed physical education and exercise.
Adrertising the evening school.it his been the poliey of the d & I art-

ment of education to frdvertise thoroughly the opportunities al orded
in ,the evet)ing schools. Advertisemnts are inserted in the daily
and foreign language papers for a week or two before the term begins.
Posters in two colors are distributed:throughout the city, especially
in offices anti factories where large 9umbers. of men are employed.
Children in ehe day school take home printed announcements of the
couNes to he offered in the evening sChools. 4n some instances,
moving-picture lious4 fave displayed stereopticon slides advertising
these courses for a week previous to the opening of the school. 'The
pupils recorded in active attendance in the night schools the preceding
year reeeivft persona4 invitations to return. Thesé are mailed a few
.days before the term opens,- .

. Recently a survey was made of the Buffalo evening schools and
the question was asked; "Why do so many young men choose to
attend classes rather than spend their leisure time upon the streets
or in tir pool 'rills as is done by so many_ydung men in othercities?"
One young man said, "If you ask us to write out the answer to this
question we will say that it is because we want to get ahead in the
world, hut this aitswer will be only partly correct. A truer reason

that here w6 meet people wt want to know under the most favorable
conditions. Studying tocrether brings a comradeship that is most
valuable to us."

The'folkwing are excerpts from reports on adult education in
Buffalo, dated September 1, 1923:

The purpose of the modern system of public instruction of adults is to give
men and women opportunity to. make better use of their spare time, to make
leisure moments pay richer dividends in ability to serve ihemselves and others. 7

Someone his said, ".The popular use or abuse' of spare time will deterMine °.
the future of the race and nation for good or evil." Adult education then
becomes a matter of national concern and as such should not only permanently
endure but constantly expand. It can not so endure and expand .unless itd
importance is generally. recoKnized.

Conserve latent human force8.The physical and mental forces latent in .tluit
Re of a great city are as a fertile plain unfilled, a rich mine undevelopeCI, a
Niagata unharnessed. .

We havt irrigated. our deserts, developed our mines, utilized our water power..
and have b to save our forestb an(' ourioils. It Ise least equally important .

to conserve : d develop our uneinployed human powers of mind and muscle
through an adequate system of adult education..
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.12 PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR ADULT<

. Promotiop of students., A recent canvass showed% that over 4,000. pupils inadult education classes were either promoted or received an advance in wage ae
a direct restilt of attendance in extension classes. Many responsiblò positions
in Buffalo are held by those who owe their start to the night schools.

An Americanizing infliumcc.In our extension classes for women, all national-
ities meet on common ground for a common purpose. The class Itecomes a social
neittborhood unit. .Better acquaintance makes for mutual understanding andfriendship, and thus the old-time neighborhood spirit prevails.

Immiàrant educalion.Forty-nine different nationalities were represented in
the night-school enrollments last year. Four thousand to six thousand jnuni-
grants are taught English every year. One out of every four persons registered
in our day and evening extemiion classes was born abroad. Thousands of these
people owe to the evening schools their ability to read, write, and speak our lan-
guage. In quiff& parents of the next generation of Am&icans will speAk the
language of America.

Three hundred to four hundred non-English-speaking immigrant mo0h6rs who
can not go to night school are taught in small neighborhood groups hi their own
homes. In addition to these, classes for adult immigrants Are going on in shops,
factories, hospitals, hotols, missions, and neighborhood houses. Classes are in
session seven days in the week at places suited to the convenience of the pupils.

Evening trade improveMent classes for adults are making better workmenat
the rate of 3,000 to 4,000 penyear.

M4chine-sho1) !minds are being developed into mechanics, and mechanics into
technicians.

Mastery of a trade makes men leAs' the victims of changing trade conditions.
The technical instruction given is comparable to that offered in institutes of tech-

-- nology. The instructors are teachers, plus. They are trained technicians,
men of practical experience in the field who have actuallymmet and solved the
problems which the pupil has met or will have to meet.

Student appreciation.Here is the statement of ono pupil of the
evening schools. It is the sentiment of thousands:

In my:opinion, the question of whether the evening -schools are a success was
settled a long time ago. The thousands of workers who,vusble to complete their
education in the day schools, found in the evening schools The means of attaining

o
their ambitions are a testimonial which can not be ignored. '

For my part the evenings that I spent at school have borne fruit in a greater
interest in my work, a better understanding of its underlying principles, and a
consequent increase in my personal efficiency. The courses I have taken in elec-
tricity and mechanical drawing, belles giving me.a fund of technical facts,- have
enabled me to attack practical problems with the confidence which Comes frop

. experience. .
The combination of a wise and.sympathetic teacher, an atmosphere of ambition

in the classroom, the teaching of good, sound facts, is bound to have a part in the
shaping of a man's career. * * *

The remarkable growth of the night-school enrolhncnt in Buffalo is undoUbtedly
due to what the-business man would call "satisfied customers."

Gary, Ind. .

One-sixth of the adult population of Gary is in evening schools.
Oyer 12,000 Men and womefi fill the 19 school buildings that are used
for evening schools... Some Of the schools are open 48 we'eks CA the
year, from 2 to 5 evenings a week, and for 2 hours per evening.. Not
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a pui)il in the schools s there because of compulsion, and not even age
can keep one from cdming. The only requirement is that students
must be iwer 16 years of age. The oldest student is 65 years old.
"Students of many nationalities and of widely differing grades of

education may be found in these schools. Foreign-born illiterates
and gradilates of schools and colleges of Europe are in attendance. In
the A mericarlization classes are earnest young men and women, study-
ing the history of the country of their ddoption, her laws, her language
and the customs of her people.

DEMM gMEI roMMMEN MEE a3MCi

exttiticAte of aquibeitte

The Public Schools of Gary

Hereby Certify That

films satisfactorily attended course preparing :-

for the English Language ánd Naturalisation, and is entitled' to this. Ceriifi-
cate
.

of Attendance as attested by the signatures affixed,

Guy. Ind. .

arai a &beak

MIME CUREMSESIMEBEEMES IMEIESMEI MEMO
No fee is charged to the man or woman who wishes to study in the

-Bvening schoòls unless work is taken in the university course, in which
case the regular universitY fee is charged. A minimum enrollment .4if
12 or 6 studeInts is necessary to the complete organization of a class
in ihe university courses. If 16 students want to take a full-time
course, thus completing in a year a year's work, classes for, these
pupils can b.e arranged to meet during the day at.the convenience of the
students. The instructors in these classes are from the Indiana
University or other universities.

In 1924-25 there were 325 men and women enrolled in the univer-
thy classes aiid lectures, doing work for cpedit. University work
taken in the evening schools of Gary has the same credit .value at
Indiana University as similar work taken by students in residence at
that uiliversity. *Of the 325 students, 234 received credits toward a
degree. The majority of the grades made were "A"- and " " Dur.
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ing three yean of profitable employment.in commerce or industry a
student may complete the freshman and sophomore years of university
work. He may then attend the university in.residence for the junioi
and senior years and thus, without expense to his family, secure a
university degree five years after he graduates from high school.

The evening school of Gai:y is more than a school; it is ksocial
center. It is the best kind of club for young people. The auditorium
programs are given once a week at eilh of the school centers. Plays
are presented by studen6 and by juvenile and adult Clubs. The first
hour .of the program is given over to plays, to chorus singing, dia-
logues, dances, and songs. This is followed by an hour of moving

This is to certify that

GARY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
EVENING SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

s

DIPLOMA

has regularly attended the Evening School, has successfully completed an approved course
of instruction in:

and is entitled to this diploma as an evidence of satisfactory completion of Said course.

Approved

Mecum

1 9

Signed

InnnglwI

pictures. Band, orchestra, and club activities.are a part of the regular
program of evening schools. There is a* wide variety of clubs organ-
ized, such athletic, engineering, nature study, vocational.

The followini departmeiits are included in the evening schools:
Academic, commercial and special lecture, physical training, audito-
ritim, sorial, and vocational.

The writer, when visiting GarY, asked It resident, " Where are the
young men of the city? I do not see-them loafing down town in the
eyenings." .Thie .reply was, " Tkey .áre attending evening school,"
The schoolhouse to these p.eople means opporttinity. The evening
pochobl is a family institution, as the whole family is apt to he found
there either for instruction or for entertainment. °There is a..place in
.the Gary evening schools for every type of serious student.

The superintendent of the Gary public schools reports that the
evening schools.of that city add hut 5 per cent to the total cost Of

the school ,systeti
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Ithaca, N. Y.
AIM

4 4,.

, The evening school of Ithaca is one of the most popular and ono
of the most productive activities of the public-school board of educa-
tion óf that city. It has been part of the educational system of the
city fot 19 years. In IthaCa it is a popular thing to go to Iiight
school. Entire families will be found there. In the year 1925-26
nearly 700 men and women out of a population of 18,000 were enrolled
s students. Among these students were men and women from
almost every class of citizensdoctors, busineAs men, ministers,
nurses, home makers, men horn the industries, men and women from
the arts and crafts. Representatives of 28 different nationalities
have been enrolled.

To reach all classes of students has been the definite aiin of the.
Ithaca 'Board of Education. The spreading of information about
the evening schools has bòén done *sYstematically and thoroughly..
Use is made of the day schools, of slides in the moving-picture theaters,
of posteis on billboards, and ,of notices in newspapers; but the most
effective method is the house-to-house canvass by high-school girls
who are paid to distribute anillitstrated circular, which varies from
year to year, and to present the attractions of the evening schools.
Great -care is taken in the' selection of the young women for this
work. .

The scfiools -are made more interesting by general entertainments
and schoól plays which are interwoven with the studies. The stu-
dents are also made to feel .that they are contributing -to the welfare
of the community, as the fees collected at these entertainments are
often used for.charitable purposes.

Interest in the evening schools is also fos6red by the issuing of
certificates which testify to the work done by the students. The
work of the night schools is thoroughly done and is on as high
plane as the work of the day

The evening school of Ithaca is in session 23 weeks of the year.
During this period the 'same subjects are offerod as are taiight in.
the regular day 'elementary and high school. In addition, special'
commercial, horiie-making, mid industrial courses.. are available.
Over 50 subjects are taught in the evening classes.

In all the teaching the parainount motive-ever before both teacher
and educatiOnal board is, "The re-Americanization of Americans and
the Americanizatioh of foreigners."

For the evening-cliss work the teacher is instructed that the
emphasis of the work is to be placed upon the student and not upon
the subject taught. The evening...school student is there for training,
inforhiation, and -help,- and the -course of study is merely the guide

Jyy . f9r all this..
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PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR ADULTS 17
-The purpose of the Ithaca evening schoolo is to make students

better neighbors, better Oarents, better citiAns, .better employers,better workmen, and 'to enable all who attend to get a larger viewof life in the highesi -and truest sense. Credits are given to those
who earn them, but the evening schools are not primarily for the
purpose of issuing credits.

Student Fees and Length of Term
A careful study of the reports from 500 cities in regard to evening

scho-ols shows that there is a very wide variety of practices in con-
nection with student.fees and length of school year.

Sóme schools charge a nominal fee, others charge a fee just large
enough to keep out the student having `no serious intent, while others
charge a fee sufficiently large to cover the cost of instruction. There is afeeling in some districts that the eiening schools should at least pay thecost of instruction, but in the majority of districts there are no charges
whatever for evening schools. In cities where schools are absolutely
free may be found 'the largest, and probably the best, evening
schools.

It is interestifig to riote that °Worcester,.Mass., has conducted eve-ning schools continuously for'the last 78 years. In that city the prat.tice is to charge $15 for the elementary grade work and $20 for that
of secondary grade. This is probably the full cost éf instruction.Cost accounfing for evening schools has not been carefully worked.
out. However, the pertinent que.4tion which: each superintendentasks himself is, What will be the. additional cost for running an eve-ning school 30 or more weeks of the year? The.estimate of manY ofthose in charge of eirening schools in the cities having the most'satisfactory programs is that 5 per cent of the ort of the day schoolis sufficient to run a successful evening-school program.

The relatively small cost of running evening schools is due to thefollowing facts:
1. That the time in which the eveiting-school program is given issmall. TWo sessions of 2 hours each per week, for 30 weeks, is but120 hours per year; with 3 evenings per week the total is but 180hours per year; whereas the day schools run for approximately

1,100 hours per year.
2. That- the equipment needed is slight in most cases. The costof heating is not large, as the buildings are, tinted for the day school,and an economical heating prograni does not let the fires go out duringthe night.
The cost of light 4itemsand the cost of instruction aro the two main .of expense for evening schools.
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.18 "O PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR. ADULTS

An effort to discovei the principles tinderlying the policy of Out
ing tees reveals the fact that tliere are two theories upon which school
boards "act.. The first is that the schools are the purpose of
-,eduoatifig the young people of thé community aild that .nothing
should be permitted to interfere wi.th the efficiency of this mirk.
Under this theory, if evening' schools for those who have passed'
compulsory- school age are conducted at all, the students of them
should pay a fee large enough to meet the expense.

The other theory is that the public schools belong to the people
and that they should givò whatever legitimate service is demanded
of them. The main idea back of this theory is that the schools are
for the Improvement of the whole cortimunity, whether young or'old..
It is well known that the older generation has much-influence on' the
younger generation and that by teachibg parents and .other adults
the schools are indirectly but very effectively also teaching ¡the
children.

Bet*een these two theories may be fourid all sorts of.compromises,
and from year to year-. these comproriiises may fluctuate from Tie
extreme to another. While it may be of value to know which theory
is the more nearly correct, the important question is, Shall there&
evening schools? Whether with or without a charge is a secondary
consideration'.

In this connection it might be interesting to note what some great
AMericans have said on, the importance of providing education for
the whole population:

John Adams.The whole people must take upon themselves the educatio0of
the -whole people and must be willing to bear the expense of it.

Thomis Jefferson.I have at heirt that of general education to enable every
man to judge for himself what will secure or endanger his freedom * * * a
system of general instruction which shairreach every descriRtion of our eitiiens
from the' richest to the poorest

Horace Mann.--Edueation must be universal. It is well when the wise and
the learned discover new truths, but how much better to diffuse the truth:
already discovered amongst the' multitude, Diffusion, then, rather than dito
covery, is the duty of the government.

For administrative purposes it seems that the theory of free schools
tothe whole people works best. Where' full fees are charged, the
ore in charge of the schools is compelled to give only suCh courses
as will attraét enough students to paY the costs. Such courses ar
r,ery. mitp to be only those that lead to coil e entrance or whid
are fòr 'college credit, whereas the need in most localities is for ele
mentary instruction that will give large numbers of people the abiiity
to read, write, keep Ocounts, and understand the principles* of
American goverment. These courses can hardly be made *-
supporting, as the people such Courses are very apt not- to

. be in position to pay for them.'
,
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PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR ADULTS .19

As in the case of tuition charges, there is griat diversity- of practice
various cities in regard to length of term of even' schools,

the term varying from 8 to 48 weeks. The most of schools
open in October, continue through' the winter, and close the last
part of March.

In the city of Los Angeles, Calif., the length of the evening sghool
term is the same as that of the day schools, namely, 10 months. In
Gary, Ind., the term is 48 weeks; in Newark, N. J., it ranges from
24 to 40 weeks, that of the accredited evening-high schools being
40 weeks. Wherever a city attempts, in its evening schools, to give
full instruction comparable to that of the day schools, the term is
usually of the same length.

TABLE 3.Nimber 'of weeks constituting even *ng schoo
school systems

Number of
weeks in

school year

3
4

6_

.8
10

12_

14_

16_

18

20

-22

Number of
school sys-

terns reporting
---

r
- ...... ....

.... .....

10

., Ole

3
5

11

12
8

34
21

127
6

Number of
hi. weeks

year as reportui by 48

NuMber of
school sys-

tams reporting
24 91
26 , 10
28_ 15
30 30
32 17
34 5
36 21
38 10
40 I. 18

Tot al 446

TABLE 4.Ckuses per week in evening schools as reported by 463 school systemi
Number of Number ofevenings school sys-per week tems reporting
1 ,.. -.

2 _ 193v

11

3
4
5

Total

180
60
19

463

That evening schools are found at all in smaller cities is usually due
to the interest of some local organization and these schools, almost
without exception, are dependent upon some such charitably incilied

"organization for their very existence. Such support is 'Usually. ipo-
radic, because some other worthy object may claim the attention and
the funds of such an organization for another yeai. But, in the me.an-
time, many of the towns have the benefit of the evening schools
only, as the resulis of the efforts of such organizations. These even-
ing schools are, usually of but one scission per week.

104.,

: !.
. .

' 7

'At.143 .

Im

Os

,

.

.

.

ins

:t. e

.

.

.

.

, .

: ..
-

.

school year ,.
.

.
-4 1

. 1 ..... _ ., . ...
I. _,

. _.

.
6

,,

.

, .-

_ .......: .... .. _ s 4.- m : op a ms.11,%._ _. . _ _ ..
. -

.
- I _ _ _ _ _ ..... ...

___ ..... _ ..... ....... ........... ..._ _

, ..... :. ,

.
i - ,

,
,

.

,
...

I.

..... _ _ ..... _ _ _ _

._ _ _

.

_

_ _

im.am MD 411.

'ID 411

.

-.....:..',i
,..,,. .

- '. --vrt,:t:,1,

. . ,,..1
i ,

.- ,..:.".,.ift 0

'

'

.

»
. , r - tit

. "- ,,rt
.

. .

y.1).1;111 . ; 'I, 7. .7 V;t .

7. °' .N.
,gh'sk ; - 1A, .JA0.-- V." :t .S % * "

!.,

.
.1.4. t:71

n
4°

" ihSt :V,%:/.* T. , te, a \V. j I.,. 7 ,. tlk Uirjr.,:, 7.:L; 14.,t;._
.. 1,4 .7. 1 ,mLi...9.7 4,? ,4.j'

°, 14_/' 1 . .1 . . . -? t" V4 Aa- . !;:-)t-
'"'"'1",.'" :`f./VI!.x' A3&¡'';'

41/4 44Ir V" .

fiWei ..,srek-,

a

_

---- -
_ _

_ _

_ _

_ _ _ ------- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



.

20 -PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR ADULTS

Since the-automobile and good roads have ¡one into general wein all parts of the country, evening sch4o1s are now poasibliin many
small and rural communities. There is a decided tendency. for town
and country to fonn a larger community with the town as a' center.

ANOTHER CHANCE
k e

(Copyrighted' by the Delaware. PuentTeacher.kssociation and used through t6eir courtesy)

Fifteen or twenty miles is not too far for people to go to dances and to
motion-picture- shows. The intellectual,hunger of many Rople will
cause them to go like distances to attend classes if those classes fire
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pUBLIC EVENING SCHOOLS FOR ADULTS- 21

Evening school students learn how to play is well as how to work;
how to govern' as well as obey. Student oiganizations manage
athloties, dramas, balls, conferences, social evening% and banquets
kr honored guests. Sane of these student organizations edit evening
school newspapers and do much to advertise the schoolo as, well as
to help in their administration. The initiative shown 'by some of
these students in dealing with the evening school activities, both in
And out of the classroom, is of great value to the community.

To the evening schools come many people of talent. Ailiong these
are graduates.of foreign univerSities who have a contyibution tolnake
to public 'education. The evening school often is the !pearls- of
securing the active participation in -educational problems 'of this
country of mrn and women'of real ability.

Some Suggestions for a Successful Evening SChool2

1. Teacii everything woeth while for which there is or c*an be
created a sufficient demand.

2. Teach from the practical standpoInt in group small enough!
to afford individual instructton.

3. Employ the best teachem obtainabte from any so,urcs$ and .

4. Give them a. living wage.
5. Make them better teacheN by adequatie supervision and Eupple-

mentary trainilig. ,

6.. Make education easy toe get by opening well-equipped centers
in many communities.

7. Create a demand and secure general cooperaiixo, interest by
adequatepublicity.

8. Foster community interest and promote community cohesion
by making the night school the center of community interest.

9. Make appeal not only tC legitiniafe self-interefha but to the
desire for culture, specifiC senmproyemmt, civic dutY, witional
need. .

16. Ean courses to benefit and"therehy interest definite groups
manufaefurerti, merchants, labor organizations, -i;ocieties, social
workers-, organizations of nom-English-speaking group!. . .

114;ln fine, open to the, community every .ficifity which* the
schools can offer and even increase these facilities wiien possible.

MaY it not be that the task of offering elementary education to the
20 or 25 million men and womin between 16 and 50, ¡ears.of agerWho
lack it i one of the most important educational p:roblems of tile
country to-day? The opportunity for theta° mén and women to

111111
a George E. Smith (director of Buffalo evening schools) In "Tlie Journal of the YorrState Thelma

Aisociattent" Mock 1924
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22 . Moab EVENING SCHOOLS FORe ADUL/re

,secure the working toalfii of an education must come to most of theft
'after a day,of toil. 4is problem calls for an evening sehool-prograntli

The community wgif,h looks upon its inhabitaqts as its main asset
and 86eks to develop this re'source to its full capacity will not neg1e4

. to use die public 9vening schciol as one of the agenCies- for tat
accomplishment.

Equalization pf educational opportunity if! such a big contrite
that it oould not, in the very nature of things, be realized at once.- It
is an ideal for which we may ever labor and nevei entirely attain.
That we are miking progress in this respect is cer-tain. In .our effort
tò equalize 'educationil opportunities the evening Khools must play,

large part.
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