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- SCHOOLS AND CLASSES FOR THE BLIND, 1917-18.

C,0147/8T6.-Number of schools reputing -Dual schools-Control-Instructors-Number of pupil:pi--
Graduates-Enrollment by grades-Enrollment by courses of study-Value of property-Volumes in
libraries -7Tow the States provide for the education of their blind-Reoelpts--Total expenditures--
Statistical tables.

TA Hi r. 1.- Rerun of statistics of schools for the blind, 1900 to 1918

1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1.507

Number of school. reportlm. 37 39 39 38 39 I 40 39 41

Instruct ors:
Men 144 173
Women 263 299

Total 437 472

1908

40

163 155 171 175 162 176 183
324 313 321 330 317 342 339

Pupils:
Boys 2,104 2,222
Girls 1,917 1 1,977

Total 4,021 1 4,199

Gm:Mateo:
Boys
Girls

Total 171

Puplisin industrisl courses_ 2,235
Instrumental music 1, 893
Vocal culture .1,815

Volumes in She library:
In raised type
In ink,

448 492 505 479 618 522

2,363 2,374 2,304 2.401 2, 264 2,318 2,304
1,952 1,982 1,932 2,040 1,941 2,041 2,036

4,315 4,363 4, 236 4,441 4, 20,5 4,359 4,340

75 70
71 54

160 141 105 13.5 170 1 118 146 124

2, 049 2,948 2,667 2, 084 3, 201 2, 871 2, 924 2,822
1,993 2, 242 2, 233 2, 338 2, 354 2,266 1, 990 2,066
2,237 2,076 2,216 2,016 2,211 2,095 1,707 1,695

88,493 93,326
40,026 41,128

Total .. 94, 684 103, 026 105,804 106,655 121, 082 125,581 105,785 138, 519 130,461

Number of schools reporting

Instructors:
Men
Women

Total

Pupils:
Boys
Girls

1909 1910 1911 *1912 1913 1914 1915 1910 1918

41 53 00

187 178
247 /53

195 202
406 450

634 631 601 652

2,271 2, 263 2,453 2,039
2,142 2,000 2,217 2,353

Total 4,413 4, 323 4,670 4,992
,=....r..

Graduates:
Boys 47 39 66 59
(Brie 65 541 38 52

Total 102 89 94 111

Pupils In industrial courses..
Instrumental music
Vocal culture

t. Volumes In the library:
in rafted typo
In ink

Total

2,900 2,855 4,041 3,268
2,013 1,769 1036 2,717
1,855 1,917 1, ga 2,057

=17.4.1EMY MINEN.S.111.

104,864
61,687

80,774
sa, 764

,
4870 3401354

air

62 62 61 62

463
211 198 201
491 482 627

792

2,015 2,601 2,731
2,572

4,973 4, 971 IS, 253

2,358 2, 370
2,724
2,431

3,754
2, 467
2,556

728

2,807
2,519

6,386
iMPINOM

es
as 78

108 103 "

3,677
2,450
2,306

8, 184
2,4,77
2,370

136,239 100,113 115,006 127,247 137,264 149,621
53,483 53, IMO 40, 468 54,788 10,022 52,402

116,821 163,947 164,664 18$,1133 141,900 202,71356,661 115,226 527,754
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BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1918-1918.

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS REPORTING.

This report, for 1917-18, includes the statistics of 62 schools for the
blind. In addition to these, 9 other such schools, known to be in
existence, didnot submit a report. The list of institutions not report-
ing this year follows. By including these schools this chapter serves
as a complete directory of schools for the blind.

_Arkansas School for the Blind, Little Rock. Ark
Florida School for the Deaf and Blind (both white and colored 1. St. Augustine, Fla.
Georgia Academy for the Blind (colored only), Macon. Ca.
Louisiana State School for the Blind. Baton Rouge. La.
Tennessee School for the Blind (colored only), Nashville. Tenn.
,Virginia State School for Colored Deaf and ltlind Children. Newport News, Va.
Racine Day School for the Blind, Racine, Wis.
Catholic Institute for the Blind, One hundred and HVVelliy-filth Street and Univer-

sity 't venue, New York City.
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The Institution for the Deaf, Blind. and Orphans (colored only at
Tail Okla., has had thus far no blind pupils to report.

to Austine Institution for the Deaf and Blind, Brattleboro, Vt..
, no longer admits blind pupils and is not properly included in this

chapter.
The highest number of schools reporting in any year was in 1913,

when 64 schools were represented. The increase from 41 schools in
1909 to 64 schools in 1913 is very pronounced. The decrease since
the latter date is duo to tip failure of certain institutions to report
and not to an actual decrease in the number of such schools, as will
be noted from the list of delinquent schools givei! ahov.



111°.kThirteen of the 62 schools reporting in 1918 are dual schools, i: e.,
they are schools for both deaf and blind. These schools, therefore,
will appear again in the chapter on "Schools for the deaf," wherein
the statistics relating to all schools for the deaf will, be found.
Altogether, 14 States provide for such dual schools, viz, Alabama
(colored only), California, Colorado, Florida (both white and colored),
Idaho, Maryland (colored only), Montana, Oklahoma (colored only),
North Carolina (colored, only), South Carolina (both white and
colored), Texas (colored only), Utah, Virginia (both white and
colored), and West Virginia. As explained in a preceding paragraph,
the dual schools in Florida and Oklahoma (colored only) are not
represented in the statistics of this report..

In addition to the 13 dual schools represented herein, there are
2 other schools of this character which did not report in 1918. They
are listed in the first paragraph of this chapter. So far as the reports
indicate, all dual schools are State institutions.

CONTROL. 4

Ten of the schools for the blind included in this report are main-
tained as a part of the city public school system and are located as
follows: Chicago, Ill.: Detroit, Mich.; Jersey City, N. J.; Newark,
N. J; New York City: Cincinnati, Cleveland, Mansfield, aDd Toledo,
Ohio; and Milwaukee, Wis. Four schools are under privite control
or management: St. Joseph's Asylum for Blind Girls, Prince Bay,
N. Y.; the international Sunshine Society, Summit, N. J., and
Brooklyn, N. Y.; New York Institute for the Education of the Blind
(412 Ninth Avenue), Now York City and Brooklyn Home for Blind,
Crippled, and Defective Children, Port Jefferson, N. Y. The Perkins
Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind, Watertown,
Mass., is under private control but receives State aid. All other
schools listed in this chapter in the detailed statistical tables are
State institutions.

... INSTRUCTORS."` NSTRUCTO

The number of instructors in schools and classes for the blind has
increased almost steadily since 1900, from 437 at that time to 728
in 1918, or an increase of over 66 per cent within this period. The
curve representing the total number of instructors is governed very
largely by the curve in figure 1, which represent the number of schools
reporting. Despite the fact, that fewer schools have reported since
1913, the number of instructors has continued to increase. The
largest number reported in any year was 728, in 1918.

The majority of the teachers in schools for the blind aro women.
In 1900 the meg numbered about half as many as the women. In
1918 over 72 per cent of all teachers in these schools were women.

SCHOOLS AND CLASSES FOR THE BLIND, 1911-18.

DUAL SCHOOLS.
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CHOOLS AND CLASSES FOR TUE BLIND, 1917-18.

NUMBER OF PUPILS.

The number of pupils in schools and Classes for the blind in 1918
was 5,386. In 18 years, as shown in fig-tire 3, the number of pupils
has increased from 4,021 to 5,386, or over 31 per cent. The " total"
curve in this figure follows in general the same course as that shown
in figure 1, representing the number of schools.

In a pr 'eding paragraph it was shown that the number of teachers
incre per cent within this same period of 18 years. These
per stages mply that teachers are not obliged to instruct so many.
pupils at present as they did several years ago. The average num-
ber of pupils per teacher in 1900 was 9, as against 7 in 1918.

The number of boys slightly exceeds the number of girls in schools
for the blind. This difference has been practically the same since
1900, a shown in figure 3, indicating that the data within this period
have been remarkably consistent.

ORADUATR8 73011 BC1100L8 10R THZ BLIND,
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GRADUATES.

The data on the number of graduates prior to 1010 are pot very
reliable, since the blank used in collecting this infofmation dichnot
sp'ocity that only graduates' from the.sec'ondary school should be
repeffed. This indefiniteness in the question accounts for the zigzag
nature of the curve in figure 4 prior to that date. In general, since



8 BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1918-1B18.

1910 the number of graduates has inerensed. The relatively high
numbers, 111 and 119, respectively, reported in 1912 and 1913, are
due .largely to the high points in the curve in figure 1 representing
those years, when an unusual number of schools reported. The
unber of graduates has been about equally divided between boys and

girls. The interweaving of the curves representing boys and girls
in figure 4 is probably due to the small number of graduates reported
annually.

ENROLLMENT BY GRADES.

The distribution of pupils by grade groups is shown -Table 3.
In the kindergarten, 498 pupils were enrolled; in grades 1 to 4, 2,138
pupils; in grades 5 to 8, 1,614 pupils; and in classes corresponding
to the high-school grades, 1,005 pupils. Only 2 of the 62 schools
reporting did not make this distribution by grade groups. Of the
5.245 pupils represented in this distribution, 9 per cent were in kin-
dergartens, 41 per cent in grades 1 to 4, 31 per cent in grades-5 to S.
and 19 per cent in high school. About one -fifth of those in high
schools graduated. One-half the pupils are below the fifth grade
and the other half are in the fifth grade or above.

ENROLLMENT BY COURSES OF STUDY.

The number of pupils enrolled in the different \courses of study in
schools and classes for the blind are represented gra'hically in figie5.
The. number reported in 1918 was 3,164. Of this number, 1,6£C
pupils wore boys and 1,478 'iris. Since 1900 the curve for the
number of pupils in industri:, trade training courses has stood
above tho_curves for the enro ent in music courses. The trend of
this curve follows that in figure 1, showing that the enrollment in
trade courses is proportional to the number of schools 'reporting.
The highest number of pupils in these courses was reported in 1914,
when the greatest number, of schools reported. The decided' drop
in 1918is probably due to war conditions. Presumably most of the
trade courses are taught by men, and the draft would necessarily
deplete the male teaching force. Further, there was a special demand
for men who could teach trade-training courses. In corresponding
courses in the other chapters of this Biennial Snrvey la decrease is
shown for 1918.

The number eeed in music courses is also shown in figure, 5.
In general the number in instrumental music exceeds the number in
vocal' culture. A decided drpp in the number in vocal culture is
noted in 1910 and a decided increase in 1914, which are both probably
due to erroneous reports. In general these two curves dg not rise

'So rapidly as the upper curve for enrollment in trade courses. This
tendency indicates .that ikteroasod emphasis is placed on industrial
work,



SCHOOLS AND CLASSES FOR THE BLIND, 1917-18. 9
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VALUE OF PROPERTY.

Altogether, 54 schools reported the value of property as follows:
Buildings and grounds, $11,586,064; apparatus, furniture, library,
etc., $1,378,231; permanent endowment or productive funds,
$3,306,964. In 1915-16, 48 schools reported for these items
$10,152,802) $9164426, and $3,590,278, respectively. A slight decrease
in productive fuhds is shown. The 6 additional schools reporting
the value of property in 1918 may account largely for the increased
value of buildings and grounds 'and for apparatus, etc. Assuming
that the 8 schools not reporting the value of property in 144,8 had
the average value of $214, 557 for buildings and grounds, and
$25,523 for apparatus, etc., the total value of the former item for the
62 schools reporting would be $13,302,520 and for the litter item,

148748°



10 RIRNSlise, SURVEY OF F.PliCAT/OA, 1916-1918.

$1,582.115. These tonounts are probably high, since city schools
for the blind usually do not report the value of property. inasmucTIF
as separate buildings for blind pupils fire seldom provided.
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SCHOOLS AND CLASSES FOR THE BLIND, 1917 -18. 11

VOLUMES IN LIBRARIES.

In schools for the blind two kinds of libraries are usually found,
one with books in raised type and the other with books printed in
ink. Tho statistics on the number of volumes in libraries are not
very reliable, since dual schools sometimes reported the number of
volumes printed in ink with the library used by the departnient for
the deaf, and since often a school reported the total number of
volumes interchangeably, finder one nomenclature or the other.
As shown in Table 1 the data on the number of volumes in ink vary
considerably from year to year, being the lowest in 1910, when
34,754 volumes were reported, and highest in 1916, when 60,622
volumes were reported. The number of volumes in raised type
shows amore stable tendency, rising almost steadily from 8S,403
volumes in 1907 to 149,621 volumes in .1918. The data on libraries
previous to 1907 do not distinguish between these two types. The
totals for each year more nearly represent the general tendency to
increase the number of volumes. In Table 5 it will be noted that
in several instances the library statistics in dual schools have been
included in the chapter on schools for the deaf, thereby decreasing

,correspondingly the number of volumes reported in this chapter.
The average total number of volumes in the libraries of the 48 schools
reporting is 4,270.

N.
HO% THE STATES PROVIDE FOR THE EDUCATION OF THEIR BLIND.

An index as to the interest manifested by a State in educating
its blind is the per capita investment for each blind person in its
institutions.' In figure 6 it is seen that Indiana has property valued.
at $8,615 for each person in its school for the blind. Kansas ranks
second, with a per capita valuation of $5,379. The corresponding
average per capita for the United States is $2,669. In the construc-
tion of this figure, only those schools were used that reported both
the valuation of property and the total enrollment for the year.
A State having large schools necessarily has a lower per capita valua-
tion, than a State with a small school, where the per capita cost of
housing, etc., is necessarily This fact must be considered in
judging a State near the bottom of the list. The data on which
figure 6 is based are shown in Table 2. In the case of dual schools
the valuation of property has been prorated between deaf and blind
in proportion to the enrollment in each as shown in the detailed
tables cf this chapter.

It should be remembered that the schools included in the construc-
tion of this figure are not all State institutions. ghe school repro-
(muting New Jersey is a private school. Only one of the four schbols
for Now York is a- State institution. Ih all other instances the
State is represente4 by State institutions.



12 BIENNIAL SURVEY OF RiweATION, 1(014-1/38.

RECEIPTS.

In all, 49 schools for tile blind reported their receipts aggregating
$2,385,049, or an aveitke of $48,674 per school. Of this total,
$2,304,278 was itemized as follows: $1,724,969, or about 75 per cent,
Came from 'public funds;489,101, or over 4 per cent, from privat
benefactions; $267,336, or over 11 per cent, from endowment funds;
anti, $22P.872, -or almost 10 per cent, from other sources. The sig-
nificant implication of these data is that about, three-fourths of the
income of all schools for the blind comes from public sources, usually
from the State.

Thirteen schools represented in this report dit hot give a statement
of their income. If these schools each received the average indicated
above, the total receipts of all 62 schools reporting would be $3.017,811.
This total is only a gross estimate and should be used with caution.,
The schools not submitting any report whatever for 1917-18 have not
been considered in estimating this total.

EXPENDITURES.

Altogether, 52 schools for the blind reported their expenditures,
amounting to 42,459,252 ai an average of $47,293 per schooL Of
this amount $2,404,169 was itemized by function as follows: For
buildings and other lasting improvements, $393,032, or over 16 per
cent; for teachers' salaries, books, etc., $547,663, or almost 23 per
cent.; and for other salaries and all other current expenses, $1,463,474,
or about 61 per cent. If the average for the 10 schools not reporting
expenditures was the same as that for those reporting, the total
expenditures for the 62 schools represented in this report would be
$2,932,182. This amount is almost equal to the estimated total
receipte for the same schools given above, viz, 33,017,811. This
coninaratively slight difference signifies that thesetotals are oven-
tially correct.. The validity of these estimates is further supported
by the fact that receipts usually exceed expenditures.

Figure 7 shows the amount of money spent in 1918 on ow'li person
in schools for the blind in the different States represented. TheStates
are arranged in the order of the per capita cost for current'expenses.
Montana spent $1,178 fOr each person for current ex and $556
additional for buildings, sites, or other permanent improvements.'
Maine ranks second with a per 'capita of $865, and Massachusetts
third with a per capita cost of $845. The correspondipg per capita
amount going for current expenses for the United States is $428 and
for outlays $82. This grail is a good index as to the importance
which a State attaches to the education of its blind. In the case of
dual schools the expenditures have-been prorated between deaf and
',And in proportion to the enrollment in each type of school as shown
in Table 6.

IN*
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I t should be kept in mind in reading this figure that New ,feNey is
represented by a private school and two city schools for the blind;
New York by one State, one city{ and three private schools; and
Ohio by one State and two city schools. It is altogether proper,
however, to incluM these municipal and private schools in ranking
the States, since it is evident that these city and private schools are
patronized by State pupils, and, therefore, reduce the responsibility
of the State in providing for these blind pupils ina State institution.
All the private schools represented in this report receive public funds
and usually pupils are admitted at the request of some State officer.
They serve, therefore, in several ways. as State schools and are properly
included in the graph.
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