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LIBRARY ACTIVITIES, 1916-1918.
By Jou~N D. WorcorT, -

Chicf of Library Dicision, Burcan of Education.

CoNTENTS.—The librarles and the war.—War service of the American Library Arsocla
tion.—American Library Association conference, 1918.—- The libraries nnd reconstruction.—
Rural 1llbrary extensfon: State work.—Ilturai llbrary extenslon: (‘ounty and township
pisns.—Library surveys.—1I1gh-school 1jbraries,

THE LIBRARIES AND THE WAR.

Upon the outbreak of the war between the United States and Ger-
many in April, 1917, the librarians of the country, whether of pub-
lie, society, o1 school libraries, straightway proceeded to consider
how they might best serve the Nation in- thp crisis which was at
hand and placed their resources unreservedly®t the disposal of the
Government. The ontcome was the cooperation of practically every
American library to a greater or less extent in a program of war
service which may be outlined under the following heads: As agen-
cies of war publicity for the (Fovernment; work.in behalf of food
conservation; cooperation in liberty-loan and war-saving cam-
paigns; aid to the Red Cross, Young Men’s Christian Association,
and other agencies of war relief; Americanization of nhens, and
providing library facilities for soldiers. The last-named service was -
rendered directly by libraries situnted adjacent to camps, hospitals,
and stations, and in general by the cooperation of practically all
librarians in the corporate war work of their professional organiza-
tion, tho American Library Association. It was also recognized that -
an important function of the library in war time is to uphold the
spirits of the people by' supplymg“'hterature clem}) presenting
Anerican ideals, and also e\pressmg the great universal prmcxplesih
which serve for encouragement in sacrifice and consolation in be- »
reaveinent. In addition, tho general educational facilities of the _
public library serve in both war and peace to raise the standard of ‘%
efficiency of the people to meet their-practical responsibilities. A

The war affected the budget of thejibraries in two ways—by
diminishing their i income, because of dwgreased appropmauons, ete,,
and by reducing the purchasing power of the i incomes actuaily. re-

" cexved. _The mroads made on. lnbmry staﬁs by war’ condmona also MR

.
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rendered the problen of service pressing, and the mounting cost of -
living makes increased salaries for lbrary workers more and more
imperative. The libraries, in common with other institutiony, con-
sequently labor under serious cconomie diftieulties, which have obliged
many libraries to curtail their usnal activities.  Some communities
even proposed to close their publi¢ libraries during the war, but
against this course reasons similar to those advising the continuance
of school and college sessions in war time usually prevailed.

WAR SERVICE OF THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

At the Louisville conference of the American Library Association,
in June; 1917, a war-service committee was constituted, in accord-
ance with a recommendation presented in the report of a prelimivary
war-work committee appointed soon after the entrance of the United
States into the contest. The war-service committee was cmpowered
to devise methods by which the association might aid in providing
réading matter for the soldiers und to solicit funds for the erection

; and equipment of camp libraries.
> A few wecks thereafter the comumission on training-camp activities
+ of the War Department requested the American Library Association
to assume responsibility for providing ndequate library facilities in
the cantonments and Nutional Guard training camps soon to bo
opened. The pcceptance of the invitation from the commission
placed the warsservice committee in dfrect official relations to the
Government through the War Department, The: commnittee began
work at once collecting books and making plans and arrangynents,
basing its operati¢ns at first on voluntcer service and on a small -
fund contributed bjwiembers of the American Library Association.
While awaiting the erection of camp library buildings the books
wvailable were distributed through the Young Men’s Christian Asso-
ciation and similar, agencies. '

D: "ing the last week of September, 1917, a national “million-
dollar drive” for funds was held, which.succeoded*in raising ap-
proximately $1,750,000. In the campaign for this fund the war-
service committee was nssisted by a library war committee composed
of nationally known citizens appointed by the Secretary of War.
Further provision for the work wasT™hade by a grant of $320.000
from the Carnegje Corporatior, to be used for ercction of camp

¢ library buildings, at a maximum cost of $10,000 for each building.

The raising of the funds made it possible by Oétobér 1, 1917, to
unify the work in a sifigle office, under a skilled oxecutive with a

paid effice staff, and to procéed with an extensive program of activi-
s»  ties. ‘Heaqquarters for-the war-service committee -were established -

- in-thé Library of - Congress, ‘at Wnshmgtop, and’ Herbert Putnam,
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his centraliza-
r the shipment .

Librarian 6f%ongress, was made general director,
~ tion has resulted in a great impetus for the work.

of books for overseas service, di s were established at the
pnnclpal ports of embarkatigh, each office being provided with a
suitable stock of books and facflities for sorting, casing, and delivery.
Librarians were appointed for the camps, generally from young men
of experience in library work. By the spring of 1918 a larger supply
of gift books became necessury, and accordingly in April an intensive
campaign was undertaken to secure them. This campaign resulted

- in the immediate collection of more than 3,000,000 volumes, most of
them suitable for use. .

At the end of 1918 there were in the United States separate library
Imildings in 47 large camps. each housing 30,000 or more volumes,
and each serving as a central depot for distribution of books to sta-
tions of various sorts throughout the camps. These agencies served,
when the camps were full, more than 1,500,000 men. In addition to
these, 270 smaller camps and posts, 15L naval, and 40 Marine Corps
stations, 54 aviation ficlds, and 60 Students Army Training Corps
units were supplied with books.

Numerous branches and stations were established in the huts, can-

_teens, clubrooms, and hostess houses. of the other six organizations
cooperating in war-welfare work, and in other Army and Navy quar-
ters ; besides many hospitals and Red Cross convalescent houses were
supplied with books, and in most cases also with personal service.
More than 300 vessels were furnished with libkaries, and a deck
library was provided for every transport passing between America
and Europe.

- By December 31, 1918 3,854,729 volumes had been collected as
gifts from the’ Amencan people and placed in circulation, and
1,722,000 additional books, mainly technical, historical, sociological,
and military, had been purchnsed It has been necessary to buy
very little fiction, the supply donated being sufficient. More than
$,000,000 magazines donated by the public through the Post Office
Department under the 1-cent mailing privilege were distributed both
in this country and abroad. The association sent overseas 1,337,259
books, & number limited only by the War Department’s restriction of
transportation to 50 tons of books per month. The American Li-
brary Association maintains a central book collection and a public .
1cadmg room in Paris. A staff of nearly 300 persons was enployed |
in the 47 camp libraries in the-United States, at the headquarters of
" the Library War Service in Washington, and in France, while more
than 400 American librarians coopexated to some extent in the work

" dunng the 16 months begmmng thh October, 1917 Ll e ;
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The total expenditures of the Library War Servico up to Decem-
ber 31, 1918, for buildings and equipment, books, service and subsist-
‘ence,.supplies and general equipment, travel, freight, and iniscel-
laneous were $1,763,543.92, ' :

In addition to the $1,750,000 proceedsyto the American Library
Association from public subscription in! Soptember, 1917, the War g
Départment approved its budget in the sum of $3,500,000 as pait of
the total sum raised in the United War Work Campaign of Novem-
ber, 1918. This fund is to be used for continuance of the work at
home, but more particularly for work in Europe during demobiliza-
tion, including an extensive book service in connection with the War
Departmment’s educational progaam for the American soldjers .
maining in France. .
" The American Library Aglociation has prepared & number of Lrief
) and attractive reading lists on various subjects for circulation among
the soldiers. Some of these reading lists have been prepared by the
association in cooperation with the Bureau of Education.

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE, 1918.

The fortieth annual meeting of the American Library Association
at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., July 1-6, 1918, with about 600 in attend-
ance, largely leaders in the profession, was especially a war gatlor-
ing. A conspicuous feature of the meeting was a numerous group of
librarians in service uniform from camp, hospital, and dispatch
service. Four ropnd tables for camp librarians were held, at which
their problems were thoroughly disenssed. The exhibits displayed )

- also related to war activities, such Camp libraries and the library's
part in stimulating food conservation. The following titles of a
number of important general papers by prominent librariang will
give an idea of the character of the program: What each of the fol-
lowing is doing to help win the war—The city Yibravy; the library

- commission; the county and rural library; the State library; the

university librarf.
THE LIBRARIES AND RECONSTRUCTION.

The public libraries of America recognize their particular duty as
) educational institutions to assist in the work of reconstruction follow-
ing the war, and aro already setting themselves energetically to this
task.® Asin war time, so also during peace the library is to continue
to be an agency for conveying information from the Government to
the people, thus-helping to keep the two in touch with_each other,
. z.4The conference of:the American Library Amociation at Asbary Park, N, J., 15 Juo,

; lﬁlg,- gave special attention to the gproblems of national reconstruction as related to the
e ﬁfg‘r‘ .

e me
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On various occasions the Government will have messages on matters
affecting the common welfare, which the publie library will share
in circulating. '

" During the period of reconstruction the public library will continue
to provide literature clearly and truly preseuting American ideals
for the guidance and inspiration of the citizeps. The library must
further supply from every bossible source accurate information on
the important questions of public policy now pressing for solution,
so that the people may have the material on which to base intelli-
gent decisions regavding them. Tlese questions relate, for example,
to the problems of railvoad administration, of labor conditions, and
of the high cost of living. Now that America has become a world
power, there ave also subjects connected with international relations
to be considered, such as the league of nations, the Monroe doc-
trine, etc.

The public libraries may be relied on to conflmw their conpcl ation
in the movements tch habits ¢f thrift in the young and’for
child conservation in ection with the Childven’s Bureau and simi-
lIar agencies. It is likely also that the work for food conservation
will. require continuance for some time after the conclusion of
peace, _ -

The American soldiers have become accustomed to excellent library
facilities both in the camps in the United States and while on over-
seas duty, and it is believed that in most cases the men have perma-
nently acquired the library habits On their return to civil life
they shauld find service frow the public library equal in quality to
that which they received from thtir camp libraries. 'The librarians
of public libraries ave already taking measnves to have something
worth while to offer to the returning soldiers.  Tw many cases, they
are muiling personal notices to the hoyg,as they return liome, cor-
dially inviting them to the’ public library and stating its ud-

The American Library Association is issuing rending lists for ex-
soldiers on various subjects, vocational and other. Some of these
are reading courses prepared in collaboration with the THome Kdu-
cation Division of tho Bureau of Educatiop, and for theit successful
completlon a certificate signed by the Commissioner of Education
is awarded. Tho former soldiers are'advised to obtain the hooks for
these courses from their public libraries, and the libraries will doubt-
less take care to have tho 'required books ayailable for veaders. In"*
some places a special room in the public library builling can' be
provided as a meeung place for returned soldiers. -

The llbranes also in many cases have: opportumty to assxst m
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* starting the newly-established libraries. The State centval agency,

- library. facilities to dwellers in rural commiunitiés on’ the basis of ..
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The influence of the war has given an- impetus to Americanization

tion into a single unified nnti(mgllity. The public libraries and State
library commissions had rendered effective assistance in this work
for a long time previous to tife war. and should devote cven greater
attention to it duving thrreconstruction period. The proper prepara-
tion of new citizens is a very;important service to the country from
any agency. There must be no relaxation of effort in any quarter
until all the citizens have a knowledge of American institutions and
are able to read, writc, and speak the English language.

RURAL LIBRARY EXTENSION—STATE WORK.

In library extension the State has a part to perform which can not
as yet be left to the smaller units of libvary administration—catinty,
township, and city. In sparsely settled districts which are unable to
maintdin their own public libraries or to obtain service from neigh-
boring libraries the State must supply boaks by meanggof traveling
libraries sent out from State headquarters. The State must also fur-
nigh the stimulus and leadership which will push to successful com-
pletion campaigns to establish public libraries in new territory, and
the State’s field workers are then ready to assist in orgunizing and

with its prestige and authority, must back up the library movement
everywhere, and see that no part of the State is left without adequate
book service of some kind.  When a complete system of local Hbraries
has been established the State library should stand ready to supply
unusual or expensive books to any local library desiring them for its
patrons. It-is'the State library’s duty to supplement in this way the
resources of each local library, as is done in California, for example.

The laws of 33 States now authorize the formation and use of State
traveling librarvies. Especially effective work with traveling libra-
ries was done during the past two years by the following  States:
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Minné.ta, Missouri, Ne-
braska, New” Jersey, New York, North Carglina, North and South
Dakota, Vermont, Virginia, Wnéhingtpn, and Wisconsin.

The gumber 6f States now having State library commissions qr
their o@:ivalent is 36. . : " ,

-
. ~

~

RURAL L‘I'\BRA'RY‘ EXTENSION—COUNTY AND TOWNSHIP PLANGS.
During tho two years covered by this survey, .the extemsion of

‘the cqunty as s unit continped to make,p

rogress in-the'various States - .
d. this system. In k&'ii'ti'n ‘giving
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State-wide recognition to the county library were for the first time
cnacted in 1917 by the legislatures of Indiana, Michigan, North Caro-
lina, Pennsylvania, and South Dalkota.

The following 22 States now have general laws providing for
county libraries:. Californin, Indiana, Iowa (by contract), Ken-
tucky ‘(by contract), Louisiana” (for parish libraries), Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota (by contract), Missouri (by contract), Mon-
tana, Nebraska, New York (by contract), North Carolina (by con-
tract), Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolma South Dalota,
Texas, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wy ommg

The township as well as the county is actively employed as a
unit of library extension in the States of the Middle West and in
Minnesota, Iowa, and Ncbraska. The township unit along with coun-
ties and municipal corporations is also recognized by South Caro-
lina in its public library act of 1915, and is included in the Pennsyl-
vania library act of 1917, togethcr with counties, cities, boroughs,
and towns.

Unfavorable conditions dne to the war everywhere retarded the
rate of library progress during 1947-1 1§; nevertheless in general a
substantial advance was made. With, the conclusion of peaco li-
brary extension is certain to be greatly accelerated.

The county library system of California continues to hold the
lead in development for the gntire country. On July 1, 1918, 42 coun-
ties ouit of a total of 58 in California had taken the necessary legal
steps for establishing county libraries, and 38 of these libraries were
in successful operation. The annual maintenance fund of ‘the 38
libraries amounted to $539,458.64. They contained a total of 945,856
volumes, had- 2,800 branches, and served 1,549 school districts.

A county library bill which was introduced in the Illinois Legisla-
ture in 1917~ failed of passage. Plans were immediately made to
continue the campaign for county libraries by presenting a similar
measure to the following session of the legislature in 1919

During 1915-16 five new townshnp libraries were established in
Illinois, making a total of 38 in the State.

Indiana’s new county library law went into effect July 1, 1917
Before September 1 of that year fo counties—Switzerland, Union,
~ Scoft, and Jennings—had taken step to organize libraries under the

law. A year later the libraries of Switzerland and Union Counties.

were rveported as making fine progiess. Scott and Jennings Counties
riations, but were expected to open
their libraries soon. During 1918 Cass County was the only one to
organize under the county library-act. - Other counties seem. to have

‘

[
. lA county ubmry law . for Illinols was enacted by the 1919 ledlh:uh apd went I
eﬂeet Jnly l, mw Sl 309 oo o ° . ; o




T report. Here tHd White Bear library serves the rural parts of the
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been deterred from library orguLization b
taxation, which was especially burdensome during the war. "

- The township basis of library organization is extensively employed
in Ingiana. The Stafe now has 166 townships obtaining library serv-
ice under the act of 1911, and ) move served under the coumty libragy
act of 1917. In 1918 10 additional townshipgaoted support to city" -
libraries in return for library sérvice. Only a few which had been
previounsly served discontinued their arrangements for ‘this service
duringg the year. B

Since 1913 Towa bas a law providing that a town., township. school
corporation, or county may contract with a public library near at hand
for the free use of itsbooks. No county has yet contsucted for library
.service under this law, but 16 libraries now supply their boolks to their
Tespectivo townships in return for grants from the public funds of =
these towns, . .

In a-report tor the Maryland Public Library*Commission for the
period March I to November 1, 1917, the field secretary of the cour
mission states that in 14 counties visited during these eight months
she found “ eight free libraries and reading roows which serve their
respective counties; three of these have separato buildings and two

y the prospect of increised

- receive assistance from taxes.” This is exclusive of the Washington

County free library at Hagerstown and the Frederick County free
library at Frederick, which are both in active operation.

- It was reported in July, 1917, that out of a totaf of 1,252 townships
in the State of Michigan 147 were maintaining libraries, a decrease of
78 from the preagding year. - The whole number of volumes in these .
libraries wa.s-l'55; Q; added during year, 6,124 volumes; total Annual
income of towhship libraries, $22,191.71.  One township in Houghton

County voted an ahnual library tax of $3,000. -8

The new Michigan County library law was approved by the gov-
efnor in April, 1917, _ _ -

There are now nine county libraries in Minnesota operating on the
contract plap,.whereby the county commissioners make, an annual
appropriation to the library in return for service. These counties are
Anoka, Clay, Hennepin, Itasca, Meeker, Olmsted, Ramtsey, Steele,
and Washington. The appropriation has recently been increased in
Anoka, Itasca, and Steel® Counties, and in Heimepin County the
system opérating from Minneapolis has been enlarged to 62 stations.

- The loounty appropriatign in Lake County has been discontinued, but
- & large, number of people from the swrounding country still' draw
" books from the former county library at Two Harbors, Ramsey =

County has been added-to. the list of county libraries gince the last -

o

gounty, &0 o s
s '

) kY
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. While in Minnesota only nine libraries have l‘egulm systems of
county service, many others have extended their use to rural boy-
rowers. - For example, the Ortonaville public library circulates books
among the inhabitants of Big Stone County, and even across the
State line in the neighboring section of South Dakota.

A commiittee of the Minnesota Library Association was appointed .
in 1918 to endeavor .to ‘obtain from the 1919 legislature such revision
of the county library law as would make county libraries more active
and permanent. The development of strong county organizations for
war work was considered a good basis for this movement. .

Two Minnesota libraries have contracts for service with adjoihing
townships. Graceville public library receives annually $100 from

«, the: township and has 218 borrowers outside the village. Hibbing
public libravy is under’ contract for service to the township of Stuntz.

In a number of plages in Minnesota school and public libraries
have been combined by authority of the State high-school board.
School libraries are open to the public in eight Jocalities. .

* The Montana county library law .was enncted in:1915.and amended *
at the legislative session of 1917. The amended act. provides that

. the petition for the establishment of a county free library shall be
signed’ by not less than 20 per cent of the resident taxpayers of a
county instead of 20° per cent of the qunhﬁed voters, 16 previously
allowed. Other provisions of the revised law increase the poweis
of the county librarian for the- orgamzatlon and administration of
the library. : *s.

Several counties of Montana have already availed themselves of
the provisions of the act witli very beneficial results both to the
communities and their’schools.- The county commissioners of the

- following counties recently established libraries and employed
librarians: Big Horn, Blaine, Chouteau :(18 bmnches) Missoula (18

/ branches), Phillips (2,branclies).

The Nebraska law adthorizes the city council of any CIt), , the board
of trustees of any incorporated village, the county board of- any
?xunty, and the electors of any township to establish-a free puhjic

brary, or to contract for the use of.one, and to levy a tax to provide
the necessary funds. Put of a total of 108 ‘fax-supported libraries. &
in the State in 1918, 12 were township libraries, 4 of which were ~_

' ;:tabhshed during 1917-18. There were no eounty libraries in the
“State -

In North Larolxna there are now six libraries vshlch serve theu- l
respective cousties and recéive in return funds from iaxation, as =

follows: Good Will Free lerary, at Ledger, Mitchell Gounty, public

library. of Salisbury, Rowan County; pubhc libraty of W

b o 3




.

BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1016-1018,

County. In 1917 the legislature enacted a law authorizing the board
of county commissioners and the county board of education of any
county to cooperate with the trustees of a public library in any city
or town in extending the service of such library to rural communities,
« In Olio there are cight county libraries organized under general
epactment, located in Erie, Greene, Paulding, Portage, Richland,
Ross, Van Wert, and Wood Counties. In addition, there are the
Hamiiton County library st Cincinnati, established under a special
law, and the Birchard library, an endowed institution at Fremont,
which is freeto the inhabitants of Sandusky County. Ohio also has
! 39 township libraries, i

A county library law passed by the Ohio Legislature in 1917 was
vetoed by the governor.

South Carolina has an act of 1915 which authorizes any county.
township, or municipal corporation in the State to acquive, own, or
operate s library or libraries, and to levy a tax of not exceeding
2 mills on the dollar for the support or acquisition of the same. At
its 1915 session the South Carolina Legislature also passed an act
establishing a public library at Beaufort for the people of the town-
ship, and .incorporating the trustees of the Beaufort Township
Public Library. = = - -

A Caunty free library bill passefl the Legislature of South Dukota
"by a unanimous vote at its 1917 session. Tliis action shows gratify-
.Ang progress in the growth of the library idea in the State, coming
.only four years after the establishment of the South Dukota Free
Library Comigission. With the close of the war a marked develop-
ment of county libraries in South Dakota is expected,

. The Texas county library law, enacted in 1915, was amended by

the Legislature of 1917 in a ﬁ% facilitate the formation of

county libraries. The amended-act provides that on its own initia-

tive or when petitioned by 100 or more voters of that part of the
county affected, a county commissioners’ court shall submit to the ‘=
voters the question of establishing such library; a majority vote
Jto decide. The original act required a petition by 25 per cent or
- more of the qualified voters, and hpproval by a two-thirds vote for
_ establishment of a county library, The 1916 lawe prescribes*an an-
Fe nual tax not to exceed 6 mills on the $100 valuation of property
+ in the’tprritory affected, for the establishment and maintenance of
" a.county library. The amended act allows a county tax of not ex-
3 ceeding § cents on the $100 valuation for support of library. The
* .= Jaw of 1917 also creates a State board of library examiners, to con-
.\ -pist. of the Std\tg,,.libmlk'inn, kbravian of the university‘and three
‘ ard to pase on qualifications of county libra-

i

s % )J B
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4




r_ - M L . B o mv_
LIBRARY ACTIVITIES. .18

The Wisconsin law provides that any public library may, under
such rules and regulations ns it deems necessfry, open its services to
nonresidents of the city, town, or village in which the library is
situated. Any library \Qo(nd may contract with the board of super-
visors of a county, or with the governing body of a town, school
district, village, or city to loan books singly or in traveling libra-
ries to the inhabitants of the governmental unit with which the
contract is made, and the unit served may in return nake an
annual appropriation to the public library rendering the service.

At present, Wisconsin has only three county libraries, described

* as follows:

The Antigo Public Library and Langlade County have been in
contract relations since 1909. The county pays $850 annually to
the general library fund. In 1918 there were in the county 28.library
stations in operation and 382 books were sent to individualsby parcel .
post, in addition to the use of the city hbmry by country people.
County borrowers numbered 761.

. Wisconsin also has one endowed county library,the Mabel Tainter
Memorial Library at Menomonie. The wish of the donors was that
the benefits of the library should be as great to the patrons living
outside the city as to those living within, and accordingly the
library circulates its books without charge throughout the county
of Dunn, employing automobile service and parcel post. The
library now has 1,179 rural borrowers. County schools are divided
into two zones, the more distant teachers being allowod 25 books .
on an eight-week charge. :

The extension work of the Milwaukee Public Library in Mil-

sukee County is carried on by contract with the county board

nder a law of 1913 which applies only to counties of 150,000 popu-
lation or more. An amendment of 1917 provides for charging back
to each town, village, orxaty in the county its share of the expense.
The contract was.based upon an estimated cost of 10 cents for each
book circulated. The circulation in each town, village, and city is
reported quarterly by the library to the county clerk, and the total
amount of money due is paid by him into the hbrary fund.: Once
n year the county board charges back to each town, village, and
city its proper share of this total accordm“;o the circulation. By
this plap each district in the county pays for the exact service .re-

ceived bf it from the central library. There are 58 cdunty statxons, s

" many of them.in schoolhouses. A special wppropriation is made
for_automobile service, which is facilitated .by a_system of good

' eoncrete roads.' quuent visits from the }mtor of extensxon nnd v

... +his large ‘personal° aoquuntance thmugb the

\.4.21 P

factors in't the succeas of. th_
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1t is reported that a very large and increasing proportion of JVis-
" consin public libraries in general are already free to,country people,
whe are uxing them to a considerable extent without being taxed for
their maintenance.  Library boards scem to be coming to realize
that even for a purely material advantuge—to secure the farmners’
trade for the city merchants—it is worth while to encourage rural
people to visit the city library, The Wisconsin® Library Commis-
sion urges local library boards in general to open the resources of
their libraries to all vural people without charge, and offers them
‘¢ . support in this action by means of loans of books, traveling libraries,
_special groups, ete. :
- Under existing laws in Wisconsin, two taXing units for rurai
public library purposes are possible—the township and the county. '
In the more closely settled parts of the State, where there are several
cities of about the same size in a connty, with some rivalry between
them, the town seems to bé the natural mnit. At least 12 libraries
are now receiving such aid, in amounts varying from $15 to $200
from any one township. This aid has been voted for a number of
years in several places, showing that the libraries have rendered
satisfactory service. Where the interest of a whole county focuses
in one center, a county library is preferable to other plans.
., '~ The Wisconsin County traveling library law provides in brief
‘ that a county board of supervisors may establish a library board
of five members, who shall appoint a supervising librarian at a
salary limited to $50 per year. An appropriation for traveling
s library work may be made from the county gencral fund, not to
- exceed $5¢0 for the first year, and not to exceed $200,for any year
. thereafter. The county may also reccive bequests or gifts to be
used. for-is traveling library system. _
Fourteen cohnty traveling library systems are now in operation
under separately organized county traveling library boards. In 11
of ‘these oouptiesiﬁ}-nf librarian employed to take charge of this work
is the public librarian at the county seat; in one county, the courtty
superintendent of schools; in the other two, private individuals with -
offices in the court house. The funds by law allowed are found in-
adequate to do justice to the work, since the librarian’s salary is
-~ - limited to $50 and the annual expenditure for maintenance of library
<" may not exceed $200 after the first year. o '

- At the 1048 meeting of the Wisconsin Library Association a com-
> mittee on county libraries made its report and presented a draft for
: & riew county library law. A discussion followed touchirg the whole
2. gubject of rural extension. A committes was then authorized by the
.- . association‘}o study’ the subject further. - This new committee is to

- Eopoft at the 1910 megting of theWisconsin Library Assocition. "
s N R LR B RS L YA '.. SRETEENANEaN a
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The various administrative units for library extension were dis-
cussed at the Louisville conference of the American Library Asso-
ciation in 1917 in the following papers: The State as.a unit for
library extension, by Minnie W. Leatherman Blanton: The county
as a unit, by Harriet C. Long; The library district as a unit, by John
A. Lowe; The township as a_unit. by Mayme C. Snipes. These
papers mgy be found in the Proceedings of the American Library
Association for 1917, pages 230-237. The subject was also discussed
by M. S. Dudgeon at the Pasadena conference-of the American
Library Association in-1911, in a paper entitled Administrative units
in library extension—State, coiinty. township, city, published in the
American Library Association i’roceedings.‘f)ll, puges 130-138,

N

LIBRARY SURVEYS.

During the past few years in the surveys made of the educational
- systems of a number of States and cities, a tendency has been mani-
fest to give increasing recognition to the library, both school and
public, as an. educational factor of importance. Besides inclusion
of the library as a feature of the general educational surveys, a
survey devoted entirely to the State-supported library activities in
Washington has been-made by the State library advisory board to
and at the request of the Washington State library commission and
its report issued as a public document of 134 pages st Olympia in
1917. - :
" This report is a valuable piece of work and is worth camft;l?stlaj
for its treatnent of library problems which are typical of other
States besides Washington. - . '

The State library advisory board of Washington was appointed
in 1915 for the purpose of advising the State library commission
regarding the control of the miscellaneous department of the State
library, the traveling libraries, and the State historical library;
also to give ndvice and counsel to all free libraries in the State and

.to communities proposing to establish them. In addition, the ad- °
visory board was required by law to’ cooperate with advice and .
assistance in the performande of certain duties of the library com-
mission and the State librarian, and to report on the desirability of
certain proposed improvements, such as a library organizer, special
publications, archives work, development of interlibrary loans, ete,:
Before offering advice and recommendations on these matters the
advisory board felt it necessary to obtain the fullest possible informa-
tion on which to base its proposals, and consoquently undertook a

- State-wide survey of existing conditions as.regards libraries; ... ..

i Lo ooy
-/ The membershipof the advisory board consisted: of:the .State’, /5%

.~ superintendent of public instruiction, of two peraots appointed-by the -

» tust
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governor upon his-own initiative, and of two other persons to be
appointed by the governor, one representing the Washington State
historical society .and one representing the State fderation of
women’s clubs. John B, Kaiser, librarian of the Tacoma public”
library, was made president of the board. The State librariai is
ex officio secretary.

For the actual work of the survey the.board sought to associate
with itself from within the State specialists on varioug phases of
libtary work' and educational problems generally. ~ In addition,
wherever possible, the superintendent or equivalent. officer of each
institution to be surveyed was invited to join in the work as a
committee member.

The survey was organized into cight divisions, each in charge of
a special committee, as follows: (1) The State library, (2) hLbrary
extension, (3) county and rural school work, (4) State educational
institutions, (5) library training, (6) libraries in State charitable,
penal, and reformatory institutions, (7) library work with foreign-
ers, and (8) library legislation.

As a result of its survey, the udnwry board found that primarily
the State-supported library activities in Washington nced greater
financial support, o greater measure of responsiveness to visible needs
and opportunities on the part of the library commission, and an
infusion into thoe service of workers whose professional ability, per-
sonality, and capacity for leadership will create the desived respon-
siveness in the commission and inspire in the logislntnm that con-
fidence which deems it a prmlege to cooperate.

For greater efficiency in library extension, the advisory board
recommended the employment of a State library organizer and field
worker, and the allowance of money grants to small public or school
libraries distributed in a manner nnnlogous to the New York State
_plan. - Tnsistence on at least one year’s attendance in a training school
for librarians was advised as a minimum requirement fm all nddx-
tions to the technical staff.

Suggestlon was made for a conference of representntn es from the
.- State university, State college, State historical society, State library,
L rl%velmg library, and library commission, to devise a cooperatnc -
a3 gram of library service, and to consider various problems, in-

cludmg the following: In view of the distance*from the traveling
- department to eastern Washington, should the State college through
its extension division or library attempt similar service, and should
‘the State have a second State library orgamzer and field worker
étatxoned at the State college? '
_e Stntg is also urged in the report to pamcnpate more eﬁectxvely
g b sy

s EnisT
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The board recommended the immediate passage of a county library
law making possible the establishinent of county libraries in Wash-
ington.

The board considers obviously desirable the consolidation of the
library commission with the advisory board, or the climination of -
both and the transfer of their combined duties to the State board
of education. -

The report of a snrvey of State Higher Educational Institutions of
North Dakota, made under the duemon of the United States Com-
missioner of Educatjon, which was published as Bulletin, 1916, No.
27, of the Burean of I‘Alumtlon, devotes Chapter IX, of 9 pages,
to the State library commission and the activities ®vithim its field.
This chapter outlines the work now hemg carried on with sugges-
tions for extension and improvement. The survey finds that evi--
dently there is need for considerable ingrease in the appropristions
for all this library commission work if it is-to accomplish for’the
Stato what was originally intended and meet fully the ever-larger
demands made upon it.

After discussing the organization of the State library commission
reference and field work, the survey passes on to the subject of insti-
tution hbrnncs, meaning those of the university, the agricultural
college, and the normal schools. These libraries may, to some extent,
loan their books beyond their walls, but should avoid all effort to
cover the general field of the library commission. Outside service
should be only secondary, and to a Iarge extent only supplementary
to the work of the library commission, and in this service cach insti-
tutional library should have its own definite field. In North Dakéta,
under present conditions, extensive courses in library work at more
than one institution are not justified, but there is need for instruetion
in the simplest and most elementary principles and practice of hbmry
work for those who have the care of the smaller libraries, and espe-
cially for teachers in the public schools who are responsible for the
selectton and care of books in the school libraries. Such instruction
should be provided at the university and normal schools, and espe-
cidlly in the summer sessions of these schools. In order to secure uni-'
foripity, these courses should be planned and the work mapected bv
the secretary and director of the library commission.

“ The report expresses approval of the very liberal laws in North
Dakota facilitating the cstablishment and ‘maintenance of city, vil-

s lage, township, and school libraries. Howover, less than 10 per cent
of the people of the State now have easy access to any adequate col-
lection of books. To meet fully the necds of the poople will require
lxbmnes largex than ean be mamtamed by the small umts of school” f’"‘

o
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district, village, and township. Tt will require the cooperation of
county und State. .

The survey commission recommends that the legislative assembly
of the State be requested to make legal provision whereby counties
may establish and maintain libraries, supported by taxes levied on
all the taxable property of the county, managed by trained libra-
rians, having branches in all the more important towns and villages -
of each county, aifd using the schools as distributing centers. It
should not be dificult for uny of those counties having each a popu-
lation exceeding 10,000, which constitute more than half the total
numbet of comities in the State, to'provide the funds for a building,
book%, and theiir proper .care and udministration for a library of

. ‘80,000 volumes.. A library of this number of carefully selected books
ﬁou]d'be amply sufficient for any county in the State, especially if
“all the ‘county libraries wero supp]emented by the State educational
reference library enlurged for this purpose. : .

The survey.concludes that such a system of county libraries would
incredso in large measure-the value and effectivene:s of the States
system of public.education. Tt would be especially helpful to those,,
the great majority of the people of the State, who live in the open
country and in villages and small towns, and most helpful of all"to
those living in reinote, isolated farm homes. On Sundays, on rainy
and snpowy days when li‘tle or no work can bo done cutdoors, and on
long winter cvenings—very long in this northern latitude—much
time for reading can be found by children and older people alike in
the rural districts. The cost of upkeeep of the libraries when once
established will not be large. The total cost for all the counties
-would probably not exceed 6 or 7 per cent of the total '\nmm] ex-
penditures for public schools.

Various recent surveys of city schools give attention to school
libraries and to the educatiunal work of the public library. Among
“thege may be first mentioned the Public School System of San ¥ran-

i _cisgo, Calif; a Report to the San Francisco.Board of Education of a

Survey made under the Direction of the United States-Commissienes

of Education, published as Bulletin, 1917 No. 48, of the Burean of

Education, -«

This survey report states, that an exammatmn of the library equip-
ment of 12 representative grammar. schools and’ elementary schools
L of San Francisco showed none of these schools to be propérly sup-
v . plied with supplementary readers and other library facilities. Teach--
:ﬁ{ := ors and schools can not do effective work under these conditions. - A
Yi h ral ‘allowance of money for supplying needed -reference books
‘and libraries’ thréughout the entiro system of Dchools is, strongly
’ i,;ggsalkishe‘?mey'conimime (pp.217-218), "~
4 AR ‘ ‘*’&;J,
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The survey cominittee:also recommended the establishment of a
fuller, more effective cooperation Letween the schools and the San
Francisco public libraries.  According to the report, the library offi-
cials manifested eagerness to coopernte with the schools.

In the chapter on high schools) the San Francisco report says
(p. 279):

In addiion to well-equipped Inborutories, gymnasium, anditorium, and lunch
room in ench high-school hullding, there shvuld be also a well-oquipped lbrary,
in churge of which should be & well-dtrained ithminn.  Not one of the high
' schools at present has either a well-equipped library we u libravian, It is quite
a3 necessary that both the library und the librarian be provided for in afl these
schools as it i that laborntories, gymnasiums, liweh rooms, and auditoriums
and well-equipped teaebers shatl be provided,

The importance of securing the cooperation of the public library
with the schools in the provision of materials relating to community
life is brought out in the report in the ehapter on Civie Education
(pp- 363-364). This should include the publication of bulletins, or

phifse of the life and growth of the city and State in a form and
 language suited to the use of pubhc-school pypils. All published
" meterials relating to the city and State should, be made available by
the library ; and more important still, there should be special attend-
ants familiar not only with these matm ials but also with the course
of study in the schools, who should have ready at hand the materials
needed by classes ns the work develgps throughout the term, and who
should directly nssist pupils and teachers in the use of this aterial.
A room iu the library building should be set apart for the use of
pupils in their study of this material relating to the community, a
room where exhibits of pictures and other illustrative materials should
be on display. It might be known as “ the San Francisco room.” The
library may also be the proper agency for the collection of slides and
films illustrative of ccmmunity conditions and activities, which should
be lent to. schools, social centers, parents’ associations, or local im-
provement associgtions as needed. The posslblhtles in this kine are
almost unlimited. .
* Thesurvey report also observes in this chapter on Civic Education
-, thatin San Francisco the working relations between the public library
and the schools have been developed only to a very stight extent.
'I:he library does not seem to be in any real sense a part of the wérk
ing equipment of the schools, and with few excemons is not recog-
nized as such by teachers. More branch libraries are needed ; but more
especinlly there is needed closer cooperation between llbrary and
- teachers in regard- to subjects taught-at & given time in ‘the schools .
~ and matermls relatmg to these sub)ects avulable in tﬁ“o hbﬁ.ry- Mora! -

leaflets, or a journal of some kind, covering in the course of time every

.’%’;»'
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definite and systematic provision should also be made for working
collections of books to be lent to schools for short periods of time as
needed. : ~

Individuals and private sfencies have opportunity to cooperate
with the schools and the library ip the collection of local materials
for community study. There aro many individuals and various

" organizations in San Francisco who by coordinated effort could give |
impetus to such extension of the uscfulness of the publiclibrary.
Efforts in this direction should be made in full linowledgo of the aims
and methods of the schools, and the schools should have o’ supervisor-
op other representative through whom such cooperation could be
made effective,

In connection with the subject of cducation of the immgrant, the
report says (p. 564) that a force possessing many latent posstbilitics
as a factor in Ameri®nization is the public 1rary. At the time of

- the survey n magnificent new building for the- public library was
well underway in the civic center, and since then has been completed
and opened. Definite plans for cooperation between the library and
the school were already in operation, For example, each of the
seven branch librarians had to visit all schools in her library dis- -
trict. Two story-telling hours per weck, in charge of branch libra-
rigge, were conducted in cach branch, one for older and one for
younger children. . ' LI

In the survey of the St. Louis public schools, of which the report
was published in 1917, the section on high schools® was written by
A. B. Meredith, deputy commissioner of education of New Jersey.
He reports finding in cach school a library under the special super-
vision of a teancher ussigned by the principal. The rooms were
admirably lighted, conveniently located, and fairly well stocked with

~books, especially for work in English und history.- During the day
different te: chers_are assigned to library duty, so that at lesst seven
different teachers a day are admiistering this department. Nadu-
rally these teachers are not all experts in library administration,
while the expense of this.arrangement is an jtem of considerable
magnitude. The important consideration is the educationa] value

) which may come to- the pupils from expert library service, while

K leaving regular teachers free to supervise study periods, A further

- question 4 the value of a teacher’s time in comparison with that of

- .* o librarian. Without criticizibg the service now vendered by the

.. teachers in charge, it is feir'to say that to put trained -librarians
in charge of the school libraries would.add immensely to; the effect-

~

i

. ivencas of this department. A plan of.cooporation. with the public
library of the city is advised. . With one person in charge throughout
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the day, the library could remain open after school howrs and be of ‘
increased usefulness to the pupils. R

In most school libraries an absenee was noted of books of reference
in the sciences, practical arts, and mathematics, and also of depart-
mental and general magazines. It would appear that the library is
considered merely as an adjunct to the English and history depart-
ments, and not as constituting a general laboratory of research and
stndy and related to all depnrtmcnts of instruction, which-is its true
function.

The report of the schaol survey of Grand Rnpxds Mich. (1916),
brings ont the fact that that city enjoys to a highly unusual degree
the educational cooperative work of the city public library. The
library is governed by a Loard that is sufliciently independent of
those who control the school affairs proper, and yet is suiliciently
linked to the educational organization to secure thoroughgoing co-
operation. Of the six members of the board of library commis-
sioners, five are elected by the citizens at large, including women,
on a nénpartisan allot, and the sixth member is the superintendent
of the public schools, ex ofticio. The title to all property of the
library rests with the board of education. For more than 20 years
the city library has been pjacing deposit and branch libraries in all
of the schogl buildipgs of the cit,. The legally connected and *
closely cooperating boards of education and of library are thus by
means gf 'a single service systematically caring for the reading op-
portunities of all the city’s people, both juvenile and adult.

A good-sized reading room is now supplied for the branch libraries -
by the board of education in “about one-third of the regulm school
buildings of the city; and such a room is to be provided in each of
the new buildings. The school board ‘supplies heat, light, and janitor
service, while the’ library board supplies the books, periodicals, card
eatalogues, hnd the llbrary stafl. The library board also conducts

o a weekly story hour during the season, a course of free lectures for “
children and adults thmugh the year, and the systematic indtruc-
tion of the children in the uses of the library. The branch library
rooms sefye as reading rooms for the’children during the school

", day, and during day and evening throughout the year are open t0 '
the use of the udult community. The brafich libraries are equipped
with from 1,500 to 3,500 volumes, of which about half are for chil-
~dren and the rest for adults, Each is snpplied with 25 to 30 current

" - periodicals in the English language, and if required, with. special

periodical literature in foreign languages, adapted to the popula-

tion of’ t'he;}xstnct "The use of the books in these branch libraries :

-« .is carefully observed, so ns to keep only #live” "books upon the

P '_abelves and to return ay unusedxbooks to-the central library. 3
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In most of the schools in which branch libraries have uaf,_been~
openéd, there aroe located what are termed deposit libraries, largely
determined in size by the demands of the pupils. Books currently
used ure retained, and unused books are returned, thus regulating
the size of the library automatically. In addition to the relatively
permanent library sets already mentioned the public library pro-
vides traveling library sets on special topics in American history
and other subjects. Thiese traveling libraries contain from 25 to 200
volumes, and may be kept at the school building by a teacher fref
four to six weeks for collateral reading by the pupils.

The library employs a number of ways of encouraging the chil-
dren to use the books supplied. A weekly story-hour is held from
October to March at the central library, and at each of the branch,
libraries. Monthly bulletins are issued calling attention to all \new
books of various kinds. Eight or ten public lectures are provided
each year for adults and children at cach of the various school

“branchea Books for colluteral reading ave recommended -on the
~=ubjects of these lectu

A further method of stimulating readjng is the organization of
reading clubs in the schools. A yearly average of 19 books per child
was read by the pupils in one school buildfg, the children of all

* grades, including the kindergarten, being counted -in taking this

average: . Many- children read a book a week, the habit formed
during the school year tending to persist during holidays and vaca.
tioh seasons. There are some children who read two books a week
through the year. Since children should be early truined for rapid
silent reading, this constitutes oncwf the most effective possible
ifethods for providing the training. o
The books for the schools are carefully selected by trained assist.
ants and reports regarding their use are received from principals

and teachers, who are also requested to send suggestions regarding * °

inaterial desired to the library. Thiscooperative method of choosing
new books draws upon the best information and experience of hoth
librarian and teac*er. The library also.informs itself regarding
the children’s reading from its annual conference on children’s
reading, in which both teachers and paxents are repregented.

. The report concludes:  *-

After school diye are over, the most important conz_lnulng educational fnfly-
ence i3 the readlag habit. 'Frequent cases in Grand Rapids show that full
and effective ‘cducation ‘through lbrary reading is 2 type of education that
does not lapse whén school days are over, It is therefore recommended that

: library -work through the schools shall tontinue and expand. | L
“ ~;-tl_‘hb-.Report of a Survey of the School System. of St. Paul, Minn, -
23 .:bytho. Survey. Commission, St.- Paul; 1917 contains’ &
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The subject is covered under the following headings: General, cen-
tral library service, school libravies, class-room libraries, supple-
mentary reading, instruction in use of libraries, and library publica-
tions. The last named include publications giving information
regarding the library for teachers and pupils, reading lists, and a
projected library manual for high-scliool pupils.

The Report of the Educational Survey of Elyriu, Ohio, made
under the direction of the United States Commissioner of Iiduca-
tion (Bulletin, 1918, No. 15), contains sections on ‘the Iigh-school
library (pp. 106-107), and on the public library (pp. 20452053). A
good general presentation of the necessity and utility of an ade-

library methods is given on pages 11943122 of The Public Schools
of Columbia, 8. C.; a Report of a Survey mggle under the Direction

cording to this report, “Learning how to use a hbmry——that 18,
learning how to use the tooks of study—should be begun well down

Besides the surveys already mentioned, the reports of the fol-
Survey of the Pullic Schools of Brookline, Mass., 1917; Educational

Survey of Janesville Wis,, by the State department of public in-
struction-of Wisconsin, 1918, the last with considerable fullness.

factor: Report o )2 the Denver School Survey, 1916; Educational

HIGH-SCHOOL LIBRARIES. :

Standardization of ‘requiremengg for high-school libvarians by
State nction made substantial progress durmg the biennium.

The following law, which became effective in July, 1917, was
passed by the California Legislature:

No lihfarian shall he employed for more than two hours a day in any

teacher’s certificate in libraty craft, techalgue, and use, of secondary griade

‘shall rank as teachers and shall be subject te the burdens and eutltled to the
~ benefits of the public-school teachers’ rotnrcmcnt fund, on the samé basis'as
, Other teachers. .

In Oregon the State educational department recommended to its
supcnntendents that in any high school emplo; ing as many as 10

time to supervising the work of the high-school library: Several

qunte school library and of the value to the pupils of training in’
of the Commissigner of Edueation (Bulletm 1918, No. 28). Ac-

--in"the grades and continued throughout the entire school course,” -

lowing contain material relating to the library as an educational

high school u:less such librasun holds a hlgh-school certificate, or a ‘sperial *

work, granted In accordance with the provision of this code: Such Ubrariuns’

tenchers, 9 of these should be used on the regular teac hmg force and ™
-~ the tenth teacher should be & trained librarian who may give her full

cities in Oregon ‘have adopted’ this plan. The school librarian. is °

choeen by. -the city .or county | librarian. a"fter consultdtion with the'. .
clty supennbendent of schools.l‘ She‘ls under the inuhedlate supe:-‘- s
viborof the , : %
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high school and in the grades. The city supenntendent _cooperates
by requiring Bis teachers to follow the librarian in matters affecting
the readingof the pupils. This work has so impressed many school
boards that in the smaller high schools one teacher-librarian is em-
ployed who gives half her time to teaching and the other half to
- library supervision.

The State department of public instruction of Wisconsin sent the

following, notificdtion to the high-school principals of the State:

Beginning with the school year 1919-20, it is expected that every high school
in the State will employ a teacher-litwarian who has had the library tralning
represented by'the course fer teacher-librarians in the University of Wisconsin,
or its equivalent. Principals of high schools should‘plan to meet this require-
ment by that date or soone lt feasible.

- Larger high schools in"Wisconsin are expected to have high-school
librarians who have taken the full course in a standard library
< school )
- . The State education department of New York State, through its
dlvmon of school hbranes, sent out under date of May 1, 1918, the
following ruling concerning the State certification of hlgh school
librarians: c

L . ‘Inssmuch u,n district quota can not be allowed for the Bervice of a school
. librarian unless said librarian is a holder of a certificate, it bas been decided
1 to issue certificates as follows:

(@) Permanent certificates will be issued to those who are coliege graduates,
and also graddhites of library schools approved by the regents of the University
of the State of New York.

(b) Five-year certificates wili be issued to graduates of approved library
schoolg, and after five years' satisfactory service a permavent certmcnte will
be issued to such persons. _
- .{c) Three-year certificates. will be issued- to graduates of an approved short
ubrnry course of not less than six weeks, provided that such graduates have
had at least two years of library experience.

(d) One-year certificates will'be issued to graduates of g short library course
of not less thin six weeks provided they have had one year's library experience,
and to gradoates of approved colleges and normal schools who have had no
) library experience ‘provided they have had one or more sessions of the State
- summer library institute conducted by the State libraty and are certified aa i
having done satlsfactory work.

- ’

= % (e) Certificates may Ve renewed for a like period provided there is satis-

12

factory evidénce tMat acceptable work has been donme during the: period. for

... Which the orixinal certificate was granted. .

.+ For service in cities of the first and second clasd, only pqnnnnont

S oerhﬁcates will beaccepted in New York State.

E < .";.In 1817, the University of Missouri issued a bulletin oontammg ob-
&, dervations:on high-school library conditions and suggestions for im-
- :provement, based on mformatxon oontamed in rephee tos queshom

‘__ﬁ*ﬂ:é‘”"‘maumeh@ redi ’g,g,p the. unf

' _bulletin W ntnmurd,gt ‘ileq'l ' )
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"+ 200 to 500, (d) four-year high schools or senior high schools with
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" credited high schools, following the norms set up in the reporf of Mr.
Certain’s_committee to the North Céntral Association of Colleges
and Secondary Schools, which is outlined in the following pages.

In a number of States, State supervisors of school libraries, State
inspectors of high schools, and Staie high school visitors from the

_ universities continued effectively to devote their eﬂ'ort,s to the im-
provement of high-school library conditions.

An important event was the adoption by thg North Central As
sociation of Colleges and_ Secondary Schools, at its meeting in
. Chicago, March 21-24, 1918, of a report on Standard Library Organ-
ization and Equipment for Accredited Secondary Schools of Dif-
ferent Sizes, prepared by the library committee of “the commission
on unit courses and curricula of the North Central Association, un-
_der the chairmanship of C. C. Certain, of the Cass Technical High
8chool, Detroit, Mich.%. The report was also adopted by the depart- .
ment of secondary educatign and the library department of {he Na-
~ tional Education Association in joint session at Pitts Pa,
July 3;.1918, as a statement of national standards in high-school
library development The period assigned for attaining the stand-
ard prescribed in the 18 States of the Middle West represented in
the North Central Association is five years from March, 1918, and
‘the nfovement to tHis end is commencing at once.
This report suggests a practical working standard for the follow-
ing types of high schools: (a) Junior high schools, () high schools
with enrollment below 200, (¢) high schools with enrollment from -

enrollnent between 500 and- 1,000, (¢) four-year high schools or
senior higl’h@ls with enrollment between 1,000 and 8,000. It
defines the requisites of s standard library organization as (1) ap-
Ppropriate housing and equipment of the high-school library; (2)
professionally trained hbrarmns (8) scientific selection and care of
books and other printed matt.er, and the proper classification and
cataloguing of this material; (4). instruction in the use of books and ...
libraries as a unit course in hlgh school curricula; (5) adequate’an-
nual apploprmtxons for salaries and for mmntemmoe, for the pur-
chase of books and other printed matter, for Winding, supplies, etc.; - ']
(8) a trained librdrian as State supervisor of school libraries elther
through the State department of educatn gr the State library coms
mission.
The report proceedsto emphmn‘ the importance of hanng the
library room centrally located in the school building, sclentlﬁcally
,planned and well equipped, The room should be.of adequate size, .:

Ry

. l'l'hh . report bilshed i North Central. A-ocuuon ot Collesu md Snomnr;
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attractive lirits appointments, and provided with the apparatus of
‘vertical file, bulletin boards, illustrative material, and other modern
accessories to the efficiency of a library. Since the function of o -
high-school library is to inspire a permanent love of reading, the
library bookshelves should be open, and the pupils encouraged to read
for recreation and pleasure, not merely to consult books for refer-
-ence and for supplementary and collateral study. o
The report sets forth the desirability of having a full-time trained
libryrian in the larger high schools as a regulac policy, and also in
the smaller schools whenever possible. The librarian in the high
.scheol should combine the good qualities of both the librarian and
the teacher and have the personal characteristics of enthusiasm,
pawer to inspire, and teaching ability. A librarian who is aErndnate
from college d4nd from a recognized library school having at least a
one-year course is urged upon all schools of 500 pupils and over, and
a.staff of two or three library school uates’is recommended for
the larger high schools. The high-school librarian is~entitled ‘to
rank with the teachers of the school asa regular officer of instruction.
In high schools having heads of departments the librarian should be
made head of the library department, with status equal to that of
heads of other departments, as has been done in the Schenley High
School, Pittsburgh. The salary of s high-school librarian should be
adequate to obtain a person with the proper qualifications, not lower
than that of the English teacher, but higher if necessary.
‘The educational work of the high-school library may be summar-

ized as follows: '

. (@) Beference: Helping teachers and students to find sultable material“bn
apeclal topics, notifylng teachers of new Looks and articles along professionul

. lines, looking up answers to questions which have arisen in classroom or

laboratory, preparing snggestive reference rendlkg nlong the lines of the course
of atudy.

"(b) Instruction: Systewatlc lnstructlon of studenw the use of reference
books and library tools, such as card catalogue, indexes, etc., by means of lec-
tures, quizzes and practical tests—emphasis to be given in this instruction to
tife relationship of the high-school lfbrary and the public library, and the rela-

- tlon of a 1ibrary to Mfe outslde the school. .

_(1) Educsgtional and vocational guidauce: Cultural and msplrational work

in Widening the. Interests of the students and in &Iltlvatlng a taste-for good
- reading. Methods to this end are posting interesting ‘matérial on bulletin
. boands, compilation -of reading lists, organization and direction ¢f reading

. clubs, and personnd guldance of the rpading of individual students. The -
3 Iibrarian should also cooperate with vocational counselors in afding students

" in the cholce of vocations, 4

. One of _the*following i)lgns should be sélecte;i in giving instruction
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_ries. This instruction should be given by the librarian and credited
as a distinct requirement for graduation. . The credit should be
recorded as a grade in llbmry instruction. a_

9. Establish “Instruction in the use of books and hlnm ies™ as a
unit course giving a minimum of 12 lessons a yeayto this work, In
view of the fadt.that efficiency of instruction in any department de-.
pends upon 'm“l:@hmmt use of the library. the following schedule
for the 12 lessons seems practicable:

In English, threg lessons a year; in history, three lessons u year;
in Latin. one lesson; in Spanish or French, one lesson; and m tHe
scicnces and manual training together, four lessons.

Training in library use should include the following: The use
of books for educational guidance. as tools, and as & ineans of rec-
reation, amusement, and inspiration; esprit de corps in handling
books as public property ; and also the subject of the relation of high- -
school and public libraries. To relate the work in the highschool -
library to that of the public libwvary, and to maka-clear the uses to
students, after school dn)s are over, of an institution which should be
a factor in their future mental development, classes should A taken
to the public library, where its book resources, mles, methods, de-
®artménts, catalogue, and support can be briefly explained by one of
the staff. This should be done in the small towns us well as in the
large cities.

The maintenance of the schoal library should not depe'hd upon in-
cidental sources, such as school entertainments and “socials,” al-
though funds raised in this manner may well be used to pllrchase
accessories to the regular library equipment. The library desorves
an annual appropriation of sufficient amount in addition to salaries
to provide means for the necessary correlation with all other depart--
ments. Ior books alone a minimum of 50 cents a student is needed
nnnually Not less than $40 a year for m:\gamm and newspapers is
needed, éven in small hlgh schogls.

Emphasis is dlso lnid in the report upon the employment by the
State department of educhtion, either by itself or in cooperation
with the State library commission, of a trained librarian to act as
supervisor af all public-school libraries in the State—normal, high,
elementary, and rural. Lq)el‘t supervision of this sort will raise the
standard of library eﬁicwncy in schools of all grades and sizes. In
States having mo supervisors of libraries, high-school inspectors
should make note of library condition# in schools visited and embody
the information in their reports.

The evolution of & proper type of library for j ]umor high schools

. has lately received. careful consideration from school librarians at |
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Association also accords this problem a conspicuous plaoe It says
that the junior high-school library should be organized in such a
manner as to meet the needs of boys and girls in grades seven, eight,
and nine, and contain materials suitable for this purpose. This
llbrary should be sharply differentiated from the library in the

-genior high school, not only as to the character of books selected, but

also as to the kind of qervxw expected from the librarian.. It should
contribute to miore varied and extensive interests, for, unlike the

library of the senior high school, the library of the junior high school

does not requiré the kind of materiak-and the character of serv1oe

“necessary to close specmlun.tlon in particular subjects.

The librarian of the junior high $chool should be a student of chil-
dren and adolescent psychology, and ‘should have sufficient culture

- and professional training to select books discriminatingly from the
- ‘standpoint of the appropriateness' and educational value of their

subject matter, also to supervisevintelligently the pupils’ reading.
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