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SWITZERLAND,

By Peres H. Prarson,
Diéolsion of Foreign Eduostional Syngm, Bureaw of Education

GENERAL CONDITIONS AND CHARACTERISTICS,

Switzerland has an area of only 2 little over 15,900 square miles, 8
population of about three and one-half millions, but 256 distinet politi-
cal units—Cantons—each virtually autonomous in the control of its
schools. There is no Federal educational board to issue plans, de-
crees, letters, or special instruction tending to unify the system.
Under this freedom of development the schools have assumed their
character in accordahce with the language, religion, race, industries,
and historical traditions that prevail in the several Cantons. The
resulting variety in organization and methods makes it impossible to
give a general account of the schools equally applicable to all parts
of the country; hence, features that may be regarded as fairly typical
will be sketched from reports coming from specific localities, as Bern,
Basel, or Ziirich.

The Federal regulations that the Cantons have in common provxde
for ebligatory attendance, free tuition, and, to some extent, free in-
struction material during a period designated by each Canton, op-
tional attendance at instruction in religion, participation in required
gymnastics, uniform entrance examination for students of medicine.
* The Federal Union also contributes to the support of all pmmary
schools; it prohibits the employment Yof children of school age in the
fnctorles and, finally, it imposes a uniform educational test on the
recruits t.hat esch year enroll for service. .

The annual recruit examinations have a decided educational sig-
nificance. On a fixed day of the year, after the young man reaches
his nineteenth birthday, he is required to report to the office of his
home Canton, where he is examined.by a board of health, a board -
on gymnastics and physicial training, and an educatlonal board.
In gymnastics the examination consists of lifting, running, and jump-
ings In readmg the requirement 11 correct enuncxatlon and emphasis,
¥ith satisfactory reproduction of a selection ‘as regards content;

in composition a theme is requmd correct, ory almost so, in arrange-
ment and_details of formy in.arithmetic the four elements; . with

mtemﬂ munbera and, fracnons, t.he metnc sysoem, pmpomgn, pqr (
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centage, and interest, ;m included; the test comprises also the
history, geography, and constitution of Switzerland. The outcomo
of this examination will determine whether the man is to be accepted

- for immediate service in a military unit or whether he is to be

sssigned for special service,  including ‘attendance at a school, (o
remedy the inadequacies revealed in the examination. The fnal
result is published by the statistical bureau automatically assigning
to each Canton the rank held by its schools, with the-consequent sug-
gestion for competitive endeavor.

Though it has been objected that the procedure s oot a satlsfactory
touchstone whereby to ascertain the comparative standing of the
Cantons, for communal ambition may be tempted tg establish eircum-
scribed courses narrowly adapted with a view to the tests, yet some
positive advantages are undeniable. It brings all young men together
on the same plane of personal worth and human equality, disregard-
mg the distinctions by which they had become segregated—shop-

. keeper and assistant, teacher and pppil, minister and layman, capital-

ist and peasant. Aguin, each commune has thereby been spurséd on
to see that s compulsory attendance laws were strictly enforced, and
also that voluntary as well as obligatory continuation schools were

e, . established. The exgminations sre, moreover, conducted under cir-
cumstances adapted strongly, to impress each young mif® with the
sense of personal respongibility. To acquit himself well intellectunl“
at the time he enrolls under the colors and takes the oath of gservice
is in itseff a disﬁnqtion to fail and to be placed under instruction for
delinquents is here closely connected with failure in duty to one’s
country..

) "In regard to the d1 ersity among the schools, it is apparent mainly «,
in the.outer form and organization. The obligatory period varies
between stx and eight years, but Cantons with the shorter period have
generelly & form of compensation in obligntory continustion sshools

_+ of from two to three years. The latter, aguin, differ with respect to
courses given and the general trend of their work. .In some cominunes

they supplement the instruction of the folkschools by carrying the o

subjagts of these to fuller completlon in others, new subjects are taken

up with the purpose of preparing pupils for the trades. Even within
the same Canton local mdrvxduahty asserts itself by departure from

. the cantonal type program. For example, an hour-md-sub]ect

.\ schedule was adopted in Ziirich in 1912 t6 eontinue in foree seven

- -yedrs, buit some communes in the Canton sdopted different schedules .

.. which 'were supposed to be in closer accord with their own civie needs

> and with'the psychology of their pupils.* The hours of the day and

. the freé aftérnoons—generally two eath weeki—and alwo:the vacation
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.

type, acceptmg the official program as suggestive rather than pre-
scriptive, is a distinctive mark of the progressive trend throughout
the country.

The age of admission and the length of term fixed for the infaht
schools differ considerably, the German Cantons receiving children
at a later age tian the French. The period comprised in"the primary
<chool varies a good deal; ranging from six to nine years; the period °*
of the higher grade schools (Secundarschulen) varies from two to
five years. In consequence these continue from the fourth. fifth, or
-1xth year of the primary. The concluding years-of the latter run
parallel with the beginning years of the former, giving rise to a
duplication which, es in Basel, it is attempted to obviate by consoli-
dating the two into one school unit. The communes exercise great
freedom in deciding how the preparatory work shall-be done, how
to supplement the work of the #8#®¥hool, whether by schools con-
tinuing in trades and specialties or by those straight in the line of

~ progress toward the gymnasium and the university.

The middle schools comprise a number of institutions variously we
named as gynwasia, colleges, teachers’ trainfyg schools, girle’ high
schools, technicyl schools, agricultural schools. They do not fix any
one year as the time of conjunction with the higher grade schools.
TH® one characteristic they have in common is that they prepare
their pupils for the university. and hence usually retain them until
the time for admlssmn, i. e., to the age of 18 or 19. An instance of.{
their diversity % seen in the gymnasium at Basel, which has an eight-
*year coutse, receiving pupils at the age of 10 and permitting them to
enter dircctly from the primary, without attendance at a higher
grade school. At Berne the course is eight and one-hdlf years; at
Ziirich pupils enter at the age of 12 and continue for six and one-
half years; the technical school at Ziirich has a course of four and
one-half years, receiving pupils at 14 or 15 and continuing from the
second or third year of the higher-grade school.!

The flexibility in the scheme of amticulation between school types
of different degrees of advancement is due to the fact that the schools
urticulate from the bottom up. The loeal needs of separate cantons,
with -diverse industries and educational aims, have given ¥rise to
schools varying in sims aud lenigth of periods, and with these the
advanced institutions make such connection as they can.

Closely concerned with .this’ interrelation is the problem of the
uniform school (Emhe:tschuﬂa), which here has a significance dif-
forent from that of other countries. Like those in mest other coun-
tries of Europe, the :‘Swiss educators recognize  the impartance of
udjustmg ‘the ganeral school pians ‘so as to avoid "divisions’ due to -
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gocial cleavage, but they also- call attention to other factors of the
uniform school_which in the general discussion are often obscured.
Two conditions in the lifs of a child, bpth complicated by the social
statug of its parents, call for adaptation of the general school plans :
(1) The demand which requires a definite course of training for a
chosen calling—commercial, trade, industrial, or professional; (2)
the selection of a calling according to the child’s endowments. The
Swiss believe that the child’s endowments should first be nscertained
- and then its calling chosen, but in the deliberations among European
educators the-latter consideration mainly has been heeded. Indeal-
ing with the social aspects of the problem the political advancement
of the country helps to eliminate such handicap as may depend upon
" the status of n pupil in society.

Even a cursory view of the school system reveals a closc interac-
tion between the schools and society. Society has demanded that
every individual be given the amplest opportunity; that the schools
encourage individual initiative, that they teach cooperative effort,

= that they deal with'the industries, and, in general, that they show
how each individual pupil.can be fitted for the best service. How
the schools have responded can be seen in what Switzerland has
achieved. :
' PRACTICAL TREND OF THE SCHOOL WORK.

Touching the welfare of pupils, communal ‘endeavor in Switzer-

and has created means for taking care of their health from earlicst
infancy, for seeing to it that they have the proper nourishmént and
clothing, for founding institutions adapted to the needs of pupils
specially endowed or ‘specially hampered. Again, this country has
__put into legislative form advanced ideas of a social and political
. character, like federal ownership oX railways, socialized control of
city improVvements, bunks, and industries, und, most significant of all,
a constitutional proviso that Government enactments shall be referr: ed
to tL voters for adoption or re] ection. Aside from the contributions
of these measures to the hgppiness and sterling character of the peo-
ple, certain material ongnim easily measurable may be mentioned.

It appears to be a fact that:

Switserland, withwo harbors, ‘no coal, no iron, no coppeér, with high wages
for manual labor, with agriculture inadequate to home needs, has succeeded in
b,commg. per capita, the nex; most ndustrialized nation.of Europe, sumasslng
both Eﬂgland and Germany.!

Ip attempting to indicate at Jeast & part of the share the schoolshave
in the intellectup] as well sy material advancement of Switzerland, it
appoara thas teachera have spontaneously put.into. practics the sacient

L saxim, “ We.study.not for $he.sshools, but or life,” and. that they

= -——.-r—-n--__,—.
; nspa..t egpnnnjutwn from Dr. Berbert mmqmao. Mneh. Bwitspriang,
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are impressed with the importance of adapting their work to hfe con-
ditions. When the health or the future of their pupils so demands,
they have been able to move beyond the régime of books, lessons, and
traditional programs and to guide their pupils in such other activi-
ties as are more closely concerned with their welfare. They are
aware that the years of a child’s plasticity is the time to discover
and to insist on remedial treatment of such physical or psychlcal
defects as may adhere to it from birth, and they appear conscien-
tiously to include this among their duties.
. The general system of the schools exemplifies the principle that
education is a gradual process, with imperceptible beginnings- and
without abrupt finality. The service, therefore, that the school ren-
ders upon the first admission of a child is not of an instructional
character; it assumes this character only after a transition period
usually taken up by the child’s own self-imposed activities. The
nursery school takes care of the child, first of all, as assistance to a
crowded home or & home in the distress of poverty, permitting the
mother, ‘who 4s probably a wagc earner, to leave her child in safe
hands while she is st work during the day. When a child is pre-
sented for admission a thorough medical examination is made, and
if treatment is required it is given.

Among the institutions for the care of young children, the cﬁche, o
which is nearly always private, receives children of almost any age
up to 8 years, at whjch time they may enter th%&nfant school. The
infant school has two divisions, namely, from 2§ years of age to 6,
aud from 6 to 7, the latter division preparing them to enter the
primary school. From the first the child finds himself in a con-
genial environment ip the school garden with its play eqmpment,
there is no restraint as to regularity of hours, nothing giving rise
to the feeling that in the interest of the school the young pupil is
cut off for a certain time from home and parents. When the in-
structional stage is reached, there are kindly teachers to take him
in hand, to see that he learns the correct pronunciation of words and

- that he acquires good personal habits. So far as expedient the child .
is left to himself in his first efforts to think, to observe, to understand,
and to judge; he 18 permitted to drift into school tasks without the *
notion of compulsian; hence he does not come to feel that he is con-
trolled by a rigorous taskmaster. c

The first form of instruction assumes the ‘nature of - -entertaining

. stories with talks of a prwtlcal tinge that furnish whatever nucleus -
&) there is in the early teaching. The opportumty for advancement is \
preserved:in the recurmnt periods of promotion, usually at the end
of t.hgyear, though in'casa'of the pupil’s sickness they may come at the -
clos of. thaﬂrst mmr followmg t,he ym in whxch‘-tbe promohon“' k

= ”MX:
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This class of schools shows a tendency to increasing use of Froebe-
linn methods. The original idea of assistance to the home and of a
place of refuge offering a favorable environment is Ftained without
any modification. To their success it is tssential that unselfish people
be placed in charge, who may anticipate the needs of the children
and keep in close touch with their homes.

Just as the system permits the infant gradually to enter the in-
struction stages of the schools, it permits the young man or womnan
gradually to enter on the duties of a vocation while still remaining
under the guidance ‘of the schools. This principle is reaJized in anost
Cantons by the obligatory continuation schools. These arce founded
by the communes and by them brought to an accepted standard with
regard to buildings and equipment in order to reccive State aid.
They are of two classes, schools for reviewing and bupplementing the
gencra) school branches and schools mamly for training in the voca-
tions and the trades.

In most Cantons the compulsory attendance for boys ceases with
the comnpletion of the fifteenth year, though in others, like Obwalden

-and Wallis, it is from 6 to 12 months longer; yet even these have a

proviso permitting boys to discontinue at 15 by passing a special
examination. In certain localities there is an obligatory continuation
school of two-or three years for girls, where instruction is given in
manual work for girls and in household economy. ’

In most continuation schools is embodied an idea of the Grundtvig
institutions of Denmark, namely, that of an intermission after the
compulsory period by which times&gprovided for the pupil tv recover
from a species of classroomn fatigue by which heis then handi-
capped; a year or two is permitted to lapse before the continuation;
the pupil then takes up the work not only with better vigor, but with
clearer conception of educational aims.

The brevity of time in the programs of these schools does not per-

" mit comprehensive curricula nor exhaustive study of any of the

branches. Hénce, only the subjects pertaining to practical and civic
life are taken up. As a rule these schools admit only young pnen,
though in some Cantons, as in those of Ziirich and Bern, they are
coeducational. As nearly all lead to Buch practical vocations and
industries as pertain to the localities in which they are established,

" they show a strong tendency to specialize in the direction of the trades,
" in agriculture, .horticulture, or commerce. In the Cantons of Fri-

bourg and Thurgau there are household schools for girls; in the
former the. required.-attendance is two years, which may be’extended
ito three years if the pupils’ progress has not been satisfactory.*

it ’lha continuation schools specializing in the vocations and the trades
,are often conducted in accordance with & sphedule thut permxts the
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pup1l to be both wage earner and pupilat the same time. ‘The school-
room and the workshop function in ¢lose cooperation. To be properly
matriculpted the pupil must have secured regular employment in the
trade which he makes his chief study. The employer is closely iden-
tified with the school; he not only instructs the pupil; but he also looks
after his interest as wage earner; he has u defihite understanding
with the school authorities about the conurses and the time the appren-
tice pupil may reasonably spend at school. The time the pupil is to
remain at the work he has begun, together with otlier particulars
caleulated to insure his attendance to duty, are embodied in a con-
tract which the pupil is required to sign. The session is held almost -
exclusively in the winter, with from 6 to 12 hours so grouped as to
fall upgn two or three forenoons each week. The flexibility of the
genoral system adapts itfElf to varying local conditions, and the
instruction often extends throughout the year. The schools thus spe-
cialize in individual directions so that. they fall into groups, each of
which is characterized by the needs of its general patfonage. Tt
would be a mistake to suppose that the dominant endeavor is to impart
pectliar technical skill merely to fit the pupil to be an acceptable
wage earner. Ethical and humanitarian subjects are always included,
to ennoble the work of whatever kind it may be by educational ideals
and associations.

A view of the plans and methods prevailing in the teachers’ train-
ing schools will show that their work is ordered in strict accardance
with the one principle of anticipating what the pupils are to do later

.on in life. In the apportiomnent of the time between the academic
and the professional subjects, those training directly for the teacher’s
future duties are given the greater prominence. Realizing the need
of a reviaw of the general branches, and yet the danger of allowing
too much time for this, the reguiations concerning it are so framed

" as to effect a carefully balanced compromise without unnecessary re-
strictions. The statutes of Ziirich order that the future work of the
teacher shall determine the allotment of time to each subject, as well .
as the character of the instruction; they also specify that the =]
instruction in all branches shall be such that it may serve the pupil
as an eXxample in his future school work. To secure conformity to
these regulations those who conduct the recitations are required to
make thorough prepagation for every lesson and to keep a book in
which the plan of«€ach legon is preserved. Instruction material,
‘c\tbooks, plans, programs, and apparatus are fully discussed, so
that the prospective teacher becomes familiar with them, and reaches
an estimate of their value for his future work. The training is®n-  *
ducted with regard to the twofold capwty of s good tedcher: ‘As’s
muster of the detmls of his sub]ect orgamcally ‘combitied -and;' ugaxf, :

3 2
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as the instructor gpecialist who has the skill to fashion the subject
matter for presentation before the class.

The official guides and study programs anticipate in their outlines
the practical work of s pupil after his school days. The mstrui-
tion plan for the Canton of St. Gall sets up as a chief principle that
instruction in fact should predominate. In grammar, for example,
there is to be less theory than practice; this book should, in fact, be
only a guide to the correct use of the language in speech and writing,
an &:d in composition. The outlines direct the pupil to write on
what he has seen or heard or experienced, and hence really under-
stood. Description is to be not simply a list of the characteristics
of an object, but it is to be brought into living relntion to nature
and to man. In history the events of one’s country should be seen
as related to what taltes place about one’s home. In the googmph)
of particular localitics and countries careful attention is to be "l\ml
to the life of the people of these places, Pelr work, gnd arrange-
ments peculiar to their life and calling. In natural history the
pupil is to be led :to see why the object under inspection has the
pecubiarities he discovers and how well it is adapted to its mode of
existence, what relations of reciprocity it hold$ to other beings, wirat
value 1t has for man, and how man accordingly is under obligation
to protect it or destmv it.

The report of Prof. Neuberth, of Christinnia, supplvmg details
of observations in the classrooms of Swiss schools, gives a glimpse
of the actual work of teachers thus trained. He says:

There was o quiet orderliness fn all the uctivlt!eso of the puplly, no trace of
indifference, no slwenllnesﬁ, but evidence of patnstuking care and of close
cooperation between pupit and teacher. Sonie, to be sure, wouldl fall below the

good marks, but there was no real(nnd certainly; no gencral deliyquency. The
fostructor-was gifted with particular sklll in framing his questions, a matter

~regarded of such fmportance that it {8 pointed out in the statutes of ZWrich as

the specinl mark of a good teacher. The questions fnvariably compelled the
‘puplls to think; instead of furnishing the form for thg pupil's angwer, they
left hiin to do this for himself. The teachers had, sppeared, carefully
welghed and judged both the conteut and form of their questious, appearing
to be indefatigadble in training themselves to get thelr questions stated
right. ®* ¢ * The ahswers, which were glven with very satisfactory reéadi-
ness, often gave rise to new questions on the part of the teacher. and, what was

) . ‘particularly noticeable, also on the part of the pupil.. Thougll" the deliberate-

ness seen may be criticlzed for its dry outline character and: for the absence
of those #pontaneous detalls that vlmuze a lesson, the landmarks through the
lesson were certainly charted and estuhlished giving a chance to fill in with
appropriate illustrative matter.

The pmctxcal life issues of the teaching have, as wohd(d be expected
p {arge share m the deliberations of teachers at their profeilonal
meatings, its, feasmn of September, 80, 1918, the Zirich
Teachers’ Aasoomt;én discussed contemplated snhanges in t@ﬂugher
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grade classes and the courses to be-given in these. As the suggested
rearrangements involved time allotment to vafious subjects, the
accepted or alleged values of these gwere again fully considered. It
was evident that'the world evenifisand the recent experience of
Switzerland made the teachers, cvély More than formerly, insist on
positive answers to questions of a subject’s value to the pupil after
his years at school. ¥T'he propositions for the discussion of the
classics ‘were formulated with regard to these considerations:’

1. What significance does the culture of the anclents have for our own time?
2 Docs the Instruction at our gymnasia correspond with this significance?
3. Can not the same gosl be reached in other ways, and, if 8o, what adaptation

would it entail on the gymnasia of the future? ’

Early in the discussion it wns\iﬁsisted*that Latin, to maintain
itself, must show that it leads to undonbted present-day values. -
Since the war, it was urged, important developments have taken place
in the industrial.and social life, with new social phases, outlook, and
ideals—the position of the individual in the State, the place of woman
as a member of the Commonwealth, the principle of the family unit,
the international position of the State—time must be found to master
and to organize new masses of details to prepare the pupil for the
place he is pow to take. Hence the question, .

Can Latin be dropped as an ‘ohligatory study and the time thereby gained

given to modern subjects, and can the study of the anclents be extended by
reading gnod translations? Time shquld be found for psycholggy which, as it is

now being developed, moves ¢lose to everydu} activities; we constantly come
into psychic relatlons with other people creating perplexing situations and
problems. Outside of the schools the.pupil is left slowly, painfally, and waste-
fully to acquire the psychology which the schools could more conveniently give
him.!

On the other-hand it was held that the western’ world has been
influenced by the old classic world for cgaturies, and h®nce no matter

~ how high it might tower above the old, its roots get their sustenance

>

from the anciept soil. Our modern social organizations—state,
church, school, society—are the result of a development in a straight
line from the ancient world. If our present-day intellectual con-
ditiens age to be apprehended in.their-integrity and continuity of
developmient, their origin and growth must be understood.

Earlier in this account the pupil’s gradual release from lessons and
entrance upon wage-earning employment has been mentioned as &
feature in the school arrangements, The transition period thereby -
created gives opportunity for the teachers to render bervice to the
pupils, no less important because it comes outside of t}m,usual school
programs, In a circular published January 1, 1918, and addressed.
by the school suthorities of Ziirich to the teachers of district schools, - .
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- higher grade schools, and folkschools is set forth the duty of teachers
*to help pupils to find émployment smted to their aptitudes. The
school boards and teachers have, accordingly, cooperated with the
Buresu of Stanst.xcs to ascertain what eallings were most sought b_y
pupils sfter completmg ‘the. period of required attendance. The in-
formation, brought in showed what callings were most aftractive to
. boys and, girls, and also in what fields of endeavor their labor was
most ¥ demand. It was taken for granted that the teachers would
understand " that the prerequisites were: bodily. force and vitality, -

» powerof or derly and sustained thinking, congenial manners, resolu-
tiorin wilk and deed, and strength of character. The teacher through
personal expernence understands the pupil’s rmental and physical ca-

* pabilities, and is, in consequence, prepared as no one elsa to assist

+ the parents in selecting his life work. He would réach an under-

standing' with the parents, and perhaps take oceasion to explain to
them the moral as wall as the industrial conditions depending on the
choxce, and the disadvantage of being without a trade or calling, If
8 choice is dificult to make, & pupil may, while yet at school, be
guided in the general direction of a trade or one of the commercial
lines. In performing this duty the teacher, it was pointed out, would i
often have a delicate task, for he might have to advise the choice of
manual labor in cases where the parents would insist on something

" they regarded as higher as the calling for their children. If the
economic conditions of the parents would permit the’pupil to pass
through only the primary school, or at most, two classes of the higher

ade school, a calling consisting in the main of labor with the hands

" should not be looked upon as unsuitable, unless marked personal
glfts pointed to something different. If, despite the. statistical show-

" ing that clerical pOSlthIlS and offices, are crowded by young appli- -
cants, a choice of this calling should seem wise, it- becomes the .
teachers ‘'duty to point out that success here' depends especially on
tact and persggg:! address, readiness in the use of several languages, |
skill in ﬁgur%, and the ablhty to write a neat and legible hand.

The circular of the Ziirich school authorities also states that young
men and women should be advised thit a great many of their num- | W
ber—most of them insufficiently prepared—tum in the direction of
a calling- requmng smentlﬁo training. These people trowd the mid-
dle schools, and when they have pnmfully and at great sacrifice gone
through the oourses, t.hey find no opening commensurate with their

b - hopea it is an especmlly responsible task to guide those that con-

- template ta.lnng up. the _profesdion "of teachmg The requisite en-

é . dowments a.nd«pambxl:hes are-not alWays obvitus at thé kge of 14

-

2 6i? 15 lugh order- of'mental power with'; tf!lvetm'n‘pem

. uint nd singth ot Shachdtir, I ot alwags’ mm by e ik
" ipu pﬂg gwuj g.h mm ' mbould there-|

v : .‘w’g" .*
(s L T e e e ¥ g




r - , : = - s —~7
- BWITZERLAND, .- 18. |
fore be aware.of his solemn duty to counteract the vanity of parents
by aiding his pupils in a choice which eaves both them and their
parents from cruel disappointments. Again, he will have the more
agreeable duty of encouraging the capable boy and girl whom he
finds in his class tq take up such secientific or professional lines as
appesr to be within their powers. Ia bebanf of thess he will have
occasion” to confer with the boards and officials that will come to
have charge of the pupils in the branches selected. As the question
. of oxpense is also involved, the teacher’s further service consists in
. helping the pupils to secure aid and stipends from such funds as are
available.
" As an outcome of these early suggestions, educators began to con-
" gsider the feasibility of a compendium in which this kind of service
could be outlined in a form suitable to be taken up as a part of the
scheduled work ef certain types of schools. With this in view. the
educational board of Ziirich directed that a vocational guide bhook
should be furnished pupils at nominal cost and be studied as an ob--
ligatory subject in the eighth primary class and in the first two
classes of the higher grade schools and that it should also be adopted
. for general use in the third class of the higher grade school. Atten-
, tion was called to the desirability of treating its content as instruc-
tion nafdrial. The teacher was enjoined to stress tha impommoe of ..
training for skill and attention to duty and to find oocusxon to give., = -
his pupils helpful words of counsel as they entered % their chosen
life work. He was remifided that the pupil’s choice of ¢alling should
not invariably be regarded as final; the 1nain point was to belp him
earnestly to consider the choiee. '

The movement here mentioned. which was well under way in 1918,
hab since then assumed -new phases, and a scope beyond what was
originally contemplated. If the annual report of the educational
board some of the results for 1917 are given.' In many districts and
communities, says the repdrt, boards for vocational consultation were
established. The official school journal for March, 1917, ppblished &
comprehensive list of places where applicants might come for con-
saltation. Many benewglent associations, among them.the founda-
tion “ For Young People” (Fiir die.Jugend) gave financial sup-
port to the cause,- The expestation was that a general service bureau .
for the entire Canton would be established. ., ° »

" The Jugendwoblfahrt, Revue Suisse:de Photectien de la. Jeunesae,
under date of January, 1919, surveys in part wha.t was sooomphshed '
during the years from 1916 to 1919, . :

.The sugggestions published by. ithe.school board Jed to- coopex'ttlonv~
‘between sthe’ ‘sohools ani - the - mooxmom ment,loned shbn. 'I.‘lny'
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succceded: in getting 42 business places, factories, and other industrial
plants made accessible to pupils who in company with their teachers
.desired to vigit.these to reach a clearer conception of the work there
going on- with the view of choosing a calling more intelligently.
Similarly, they conferred-with about 160 foremen of shops and trades
to procure information for those pupils who expected to seek posi-
tions as apprentices. Every teacher instructing final or graduating
classes of the primary and the highér grade schools was furnished
with & list of available positions and also of places in the gity where
practice in the trades could be secured. The teachers were also fur- ..
nished with a list of applications from farmers who wished to employ
boys having completed the school requirements; slso a record of
places where girls could find emp]oyment ‘Through the agencies
mentioned, the instructors kept in touch with about 140 educational
officials throughout the Canton, t,hemby extendmg the work until the -
city of Ziirich felt warranted-in increasing the shpends and funds
for promoting instruction in the trades.? .

As the importance of this form of school service becume more
extensively recognized, there was felt the need of organizing for its
further prosecution. With this in view the occupational teachers of
the Canton of Ziirich, in the antumn of 1918, effected an organization
of 200 members. The constitution adopted by this body sets up its
purpose thus: (1) To guard and to further the material and ideal
interests of the occupational teachers; (2) to promote the profes-
sional training of its members; () to cultivate right relations among
the oecupntional schmls, the folk schools, the trades, and industries;
(4) to assist in procurmg mstructm material for the trade schools.

- The executive agencies of the associdtion are to consist of permanent
‘committees representing the various occupatxons Their chief duty

will be to further, in accordance with point 8, closer relations among
the trades, the industries, and the’schools.

) . REGA THB FUPILS’ HEALTH

' Tn order to render m complete ‘service for life the responsi-
bility of watching over the pupils’ health has also been brought fully
~withm the scope of the teachers’ duties. Childhood is obviously the
‘time 'when physical defects of whatever kind shoild be discovered angd
: remedied. Each Canton has specific regulations toaching the phys-
i . rical examination’ of -the' child upon &ntrance into the schools, the
= ‘latet'periodical sxaminations and reporba of abnormal oonrdmons dls-
covered.
w7\ This- pekioo} Jaws' stid { published ngulat:ons ahow that the phym-
aiifn mm.gd ‘it gm. work' must himself pua mgxd quuhfying ‘

Wi eme ¢ - MM g,‘,t _ﬂ
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test. He must hold the practiciug physician’s lHoenss as tequired: by
the Federal Union. Employed by the department of education, he
is not permitted individual practice. When the school board desls
with questions of hygiere or sanitation, he may be summoned as an
advisory member. His pm‘wwnal duties with regard to the schools
and the pupils are minute and definite. In the Canton of Selothurn
thess include the examination of each individual pupil and inspection
of every schoolhouse in towns and country districts. He is to visit
schools for. women’s work at least once 8 year and to make careful
inspection of ventilation, heating, lighting, cleanliness, sewers, water
supply, courts, gymnsstic rooms, baths, pupils’ benches, school fur-
niture, school utensils, and sanitation material. The physician must
have regulat hours for consultation ; he must pass on all requests for
exemption from attendance at school based on reasons of health; he
determines whether pupils should be placed in classes organized for
defectives, and whether o1 not they are to be sent to children’s sani-
tariums; moreover, he enters on & special record cases where pupils

are to be under observation for some time aiid where they need par- -

ticular consideration during the school work; at specified intervals
he is to repeat the examination of eyes, ears, and teeth. Vaccination,
disinfection, precautionary measures against communicable diseases,
tuberculosis, and diseases of the scalp, attendance on pupils taken ill—

. these are mattersto which the school physician must attend. He may,
if he wishes, make his inspection at any time, even during @l .

hours, though it is expected that he shall interfere with the recitiiion
as little as possible. He is privileged to be present at recitations¥ay
time when this may help him to an insight into the pupils’ state of
health.. Early in the spring of 1919 the school periodicals discussed
the phyrical measnrements of pupils with the view of studying a new
type of school bench adapted to their health and comfort, an attempt
in which the school physician evidently takes part. Other  duties
falling to'him are to approve the plans for school buildings, to inspect
the health certificates of men and women teachers, to teach them how
to treat the defects they discover in the speech and voices of their
pupils, how to deal with children suffering from pervous troubls, and,

finally, to lécture to teachers and parents on topics of hygiens. Dur-

ing the influenza epidemic pupils generslly atteanpted to get.back to
school ‘before ‘complete recovery; hence they were in danger-of in.

curring bad after effects. The school physicians adopted the reguls. -

tion that no pupil should be pe;'mmsd to: retnm smul the uventh day. )

after oompletzenoovery. < & Bas % e

.

- Various institations having bot.h euntive md mntmehmul pur-

poses are found,throughout. Switzerland. Soms:of M)wa
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tion of the pupils’ health. They often have the character of vacation
colonies, where pupils under the supervision of their teachers may
come to recuperate. They are by no means limited to the poor, but
-well-to-do parents realize the benefits there received and send their
children to these places in increasing numbers.

One of this class is the forest school, where gecitations are held in
the open under the trees. The first one was founded through com-
munal initiative in Lausanne in 1908; in 1912 and 1913 two similar
schools were founded in the Canton of Geneva through private en-
deavor; later one was established in Neuenburg, and in 1914 another
in the Canton of Ziirich. Their origin grew out of the needs of chil-

- dren with weak constitutions, to whom fresh sir and nourishing food
are the essentials. The location selected is in the edge of the forest;
the period for the sessions is from May till late in September.

.. In El Monitor de la Educacion Comun an account is given of

- snother achievement of Swiss educational and medical endeavor,

"namely, 8 sun echool, where certain classes of pupils in poor health
may do a limited amount of school work while they are recsiving
the benefits of the curative properties of the sun’s rays. ‘A school of
this kind has been conducted summer and winter for 12 years at
Leysin. The restoration to full usefulness under the treatment here
provided is more remarkable in the case of children than in the case
of adults, for the reason, undoubtedly, that the former can more
readily comply with the necessary restrictions in regard to work.
The locatien selected for these schools is at a high altitude, sometimes
as high as 1,100 meters above sea level. The largest school has a
farm completely equipped, under an experienced agronomist, himgel f
& cured patient, where agriculture, dairying, and bee and fowl keep- 1

* ing are carried on. In so far as the treatntent js adapted to the cure
of tuberculosis, all lessons are:subordinated to this purpose, the only
mention of school proper being &3"one of the divisions of time among

B hours assigned to exercises for respiratory development, walkn, and

; light agricultural or garden work. g %

o ¢ In his account the author shows how the mental training goes hand

: in hang with the physical. No sperial place is designated for recita- '

.. tions, the covered galleries adjoining the chalets being generally util-

- - iged.:-A-small, portable seat with writing desk attached, the frame

"~ higher than usual and requiring an upright posture, is furnished each

i_. pupil.-When the weather is fine the clias and the teacher roam in

. search of the most attractive place for recitatiolg—it is the movable

:¢ school par excellence. In addition to the lessons assigned, the teacher
nggmmm-uetwn on:some theme arising out of the loc:l topogrsphy,
mm,/m,& nia S AL Tal . .

‘I"iinn thé dthml poink of iview. tho bﬁoct upomm;i:hﬂd m‘ n;ost,_




temper and stability of character, effects appearing as a consequence
of the physical hardening.

The writer in El Monitor advocates the extension and adaptation
of the best features sbove mentioned to the general publie-school
system. He does not attempt to prescribe the exact method by which
this may be done, but he is confident that it can be worked out any-
where by & study of local conditiome—Varioys instafices of its reali-
zation are cited, as in Bern, Basel, and Geneva, where children from
sowe of the publlc schools receive open-sir instruction. In Lausaune,
under the auspxces of the city authorities, experments in such in-
struction have been made with children selected by the physicians.
Vurlous cities of naighboring Cantons have organized advanced
classes for further experiments. Objections on the score of expense
are ewly met, as the latter are obviously light, the necessary equ1p
ment being of the very simplest. _

The Swiss journils. and official reports also speak of other ar-
rangements, both for the therapeutic treatment of school children

and for special training in usefulness for those whom medical care -

is not able fully to restore. Under the dirgegtion of the health de-.
partment of Ziirich, children who suffer from defects of speech or
ailments of the vocal organs are taken it hand. This branch of the
medical department is intended first of all to impart such knowl-
edge and skill as will be of use to teachers having charge of pupils
afflicted with troubles of the throat and the speech organs. Sessions
for.these purposes are held in the consultation rooms of the city

clinics. Here teachers may receive such medical knowledge as will -

fit them to discover and relieve the less serious cases that they find

in their classes and also to see the importance of promptly referring -

troublesome cases to the specialists. As instructors, they are taught
what to do with pupils that stuttdr or speak with an unnatural nasal
tone, to understn.nd the troubles at the béttom of recurrent or
chronic hoarseness, as well as partial or incipient stages of deafness.
The diagnosis which-the teacher is:prepared to make will be the ﬁrst
step toward a course of corrective treatment. )

Again, unless the teacher understands troubles hke thess, he may
classify an apparently backward child as below normal mentality,
when the trouble is due to dlﬁiculues in the organs of speech or
hearing. :

Teachers in Zfirich and Basel having charge of puplls of defective headngf
explain the handicap under which these get an education. Many things ‘t

school, and nt home pass by them without leaving a trace, To réatope meoe.' ’
f0_far ga posslble, to full communlon with the outer world and éhereby glvé -

thelr 1fves greater “fullness is a "worthy ehdéavor for the’ schools. l‘t‘mly b8
added that the. knowledge requlsite for this kind of eervlce is !n essentim_a
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chiidren, at least when it is a question of raising the instruction fromn a purely
. mechanical method to one based on a knowledge of the speech organs.!

The Swiss school authorities are giving due attention to those
pupils who suffer under some species of more or less marked psychic
disturbance, which makes the usual school arrangements unsuited for
their progress or recovery. Among the symptoms pointing to such
cases are absent-mindedness, sudden rage, depression, unnatural
activity of the imagination, delusions, and disturbed sleep. These
young sufferers are obviously entitled to treatment such as their
conditions require, which can be given only in school homes espe-
cially suited for them. Here they could be treated pathologically
according to a plan adapted to each ; the children could be segregated
into groups to prevent harmful influences of one individual or class
by another. These ideas are in part carried out in some of the
cantonal schools, were special care is given to children of nervous
temperament. Dr. Frank, of Ziirich, advises that—

Parents of' such children should be viaited and thereby a clew obtalned to a
correct diagnosis of their troubles. The teacher himself should not presume
to play the part of a pathologist, for he might thereby do great harm, but he
should train himself to detect these not uncommon instances of slight nervous
disturbance. Sometimes a quiet word from the teacher will help to remove
the slight peychio obstruction; in other cases the trouble is to be referred to
the specialist before the damage becontes too great.

‘Dr. Frank adds that offenses committed by these chlldran should
be dealt with in & manner different, usually gentler, from those of
others. The experiences reported from such homes in Germany
make it plain_that a rather long period is necessary to effect a cure,
.though even a stay of five or six weeks has been beneficial.

For .those that can not _be fully bealed the teachers try to find

k thnt comes within t.holr powers. “This endeavor has not only
: ‘anegonomic. but & moral and ethical side, for it will holp to keep
L these , fortunate people from feeling that they are a burden.”
‘o An atmmptw this purpose was made in Basel in 1917 by
8 ‘openmg a little trade school for subnormal children. -
2 ,Az firgt it was known as the Weaver's Shop, but it was by no means intended
P llmlted to the occupatlon lmpl!ed in the name. Ald from the Canton and
% printe ‘donors enabled the orlglnators to carry the plan further. The
;o tucheri fu charge found that-sewing, stitching, covefing cushions, and to
: , some extent weaving could very well be done by subnormal pupils. The results
" were, In fact, o encouraging as to warrant the extensiqn 0f the idea by open-
. lnz & .chool nt Stnptelberz for subnormal girls. Since flfen funds have been
% . secured from other sourdes, so ‘that it 18 now contemplated to éxtend the scope
@ @ ot the enduvor by or‘pn!xlnz rural’ Homes whére chlldren of’ thid dass may
. AT With farm work and thereby be placéd in the j"’,"?f.".a'n'"s‘
-"-all’)‘" I R S AL i‘:’;'. RYDTT R
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Movements of this kind have been accelerated by the war, and
some new arrangements formerly regarded as of doubtful expediency
have been put into practice. From the Canton of Aargau, for in-
stance, several measures taken by the schools are reported that may
be regarded as typical of what the schools are doing elsewhere-——
greater attention td exceptional, criminally inclined, or unhealthy
children; increase in the facilities for free lunch and free clothing;
more thorough health supervision; improved sanitary conditions of
schools and pupils’ dormitories; reduction of the number of pupils in
a class; conference on the choice of work, together with plans for
free instruction of pupil apprentices; furnishing of writing and
instruction material free of charge; remittance of tuition in the
district schools; increase in the number of stipends for pupils; es-
tablishing courses in commerce adapted for girls and manual work
for boys; greater freedom in the change, election, and omission of
subjects; increase in the efficiency of agencies to secure employment
for pupils; reduction, under certain condmons, of the obligatory
school period.

In immediate connection with the programs of all schools, there
is a marked tendency to investigate the value of work done at the
home as compared with that done in the classroom. With the aid
of experimental psychology, teachers have reached the conclusion
(reported mainly in Schweizerische Lehrerzeitung for Feb. 28, 1918)
that:

The work done at school was ‘generally supertor to that done by an {isolated
pupil at home as home work. 1In copyimg and figurlag at home it was ma- .
terially less than it should be in cémparison with the same kind done at school.
Qualitatively thé comparison wns also favorable to the school. As over against
this, the experfinents showed that in the case of certaln puplls who were per-
mitted to work quietly at home the work was better than that done in the
class. In proportion as higher spiritual qualitles entered Into it, the assign-
ment (lmagluation, judgment, presentation, llterary style) done at home wa!'
better; In proportion as it involved the charncter of 2 memory perfommnce.
into which little of the pupil’s personality entered, the classroom work wn
better.

Among other conclustons reached was that the pllpll «if permltted
to select his own time for doing the assignment, would often choose
hours unsuited to mentsl work, such as the time immediately 'after
a meal. -As the pupil grows more mature, with clearer realization of his
responsibility, the home work becomes more satisfactory. It is
obviously the duty of the school authorities to see te it that pupils
do not become overburdened by assignments to be done at home:

* When home work is'necessary, it may indeed setve a3.a'link between

the home and the school becamse the parents would be.underobligstion

" toses o it tha.&theehildrnn lum t.heneoeamyhme torthshomr-r‘-’
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EXTENSION OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES DUE TO THE WAR,

One of .the\ﬁrst effects of the war on the schools in Switzerland, as
elsewhere, was to furnish an incentive to break through the fixedness
of the school programs and to respond to the immediate emergencies
created. Occasions arose for extending the work of the schools in
directions that had been thought to lie entirely beyond their province.
The justification of these departures became topics for deliberations
by school councils, leading inevitably to a new survey of the nse-
fulness and timeliness of the various branches of the curricula. A
new outlook tending to take us its viewpoint the very fundamentals
in education began to prevail. If this wholesome disturbance of
the educatjonal régime comwe3 to crystallize into any new principle of

- teaching, its characterizing features will be a more direct regard for
the health and the entire caveer of a pupil, whether such regard can
best be observed by the aid of books and lessons or in some other way.
The pupil’s life interests will be more fully paramount; and the
programs of schools will be fashioned toward theso ends, no matter
how they may come to deviate from the school traditions. -

The possibility of suspending the school routine for the sake of
greater interests first appeared in the form of an endeavor to help

« relieve the economic stress the war created. As the Swiss school
) publications report the early instruction for the guidance of teachers
in conductmg this relief work, and as later issues of the same publi-
cations gne the actual achievement, it is possible to trace these
endeavors'through some of their stages. The Commission on In-
ustrial Information in its report advises that those who have charge

of placing city pupils as helpers should slways have regard to the
spontaneous willingness of the pupils to enter upon this kind of
service. Of the two usual modes of making the labor of pupils
available for agricultural productiveness, namely, as assistants dur-
ing harvest and as independent tillers of gardens of their own, the
" latter is the more promising. To plant and produca (‘l"nps of their
own fosters a spirit of social respon51b111ty and a sonse of patriotic
duty. Educationally, too, it has a superior value, for it is a form of
experimentation in whlch the young agriculturist is sprred on to

. inform himself about the best method of tilling the plat allotted to

- him.. It would be highly.desirable, if city conditions would permit,

to place school garden tillage on the program for the fifth and sixth
" years; even 8 further extension of it as a part of the curriculum
< would be advantdgeous_if’ weatfer conditions would make it prac- :
" ticable to,give,it a fixed place on the daily gchedule. v
I8 \'Pheeaohool _publications call. ‘attention.to the, conmdentlons that
b dmmmﬂgmoeenotpupurmungonmgfm dunngthe |
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busy seasons. The experiences of city pupils on the farm have not
always been satisfactory either to themselves or to the farmers.
Usually the boys come with incorrect and distorted conceptions of
country work, and are therefore cruelly disillusionized. during the
first days; and, again, the farmer does not elways have a correct con-
ception gf the city pupils’ feelings and outlook. In participating in
the work of the country it is for the pupils to be accompanied
by teachers and responsible persons who see to it that the stay in the
country becomes profitable to their charges as well as to the farmers.

There may not always be the needed _acco§mnodations, in which -
~case the village schoolhouse could be used as a dormitory. Here the
work group could be kept busy at some form of lesson during rainy
days. The help should not be rendered gratis, but should. be com-
pensated by a wage; even though noming], it would be an enoourago—
ment.

The substance of the nbove suggest,lons, taken from the pubhshed
instructions to Swiss teachers, is supplemented by information. tell-
ing of the actual endeavors to carry them into effect. Instances are
cited of individual farmers who spoke highly of the efforts made by
tho city puplls to help, adding that some of them rendered very ma-
terial aid in harvesting the rye. The pupils from a oertain modern
school excceded the expectations placed upon them. One result of .
these experiments was that an organization of teachers at Basel deter-
mined on a plan for carrying them further by making them a perma-
nent school endeavor. . To that end they invited pupils—boys and
girls—to take part. The press was asked to assist by urging, the
farmers to availsthemselves of the pupil’s help at the next harvest.
To got the farmers themsolves interested was regarded as most im-~
portant.?

As the schools of wawerland are closely xdentlﬁed in their wOrk .
with the practical affairs of life, they were closely touched by the
economic disturbances of the war. One immediate effect, already
menticned, )vas to organize for productiveness; another was-the ne-
cessity for’augmenting the salaries of teachers, Where the burden|”
of this emergency increment should fall was at first a msiter of un-
certainty. The Federal Government looked. for a solution which
would make the intrease 400 francs, instead of 600 as asked by th
teachers, and apportion it equaily between the Canton and the Com-
monwealth. Temporary increments were granted until 1919, when
permanent salary improvements will undoubtedly be made; arrange-
ments which appeared to be entirely.satisfactory to. the teachers.
Despite thg opportunities for more remunerative wark, few teachera
loft theu' pem of duty for other employment. T G TR
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Some dislocation of the work came about, through the general
economic stress. School boards received many applications from
pupils for dismissal before the expiration of the required time, be-
cause the parents wished them relgased for remunerative employ-
ment. In the interests of both the pupils and the schools, these re-
quests were granted only in cases of extreme urgency. Considerable
interruption of the work took place, however. In the spring of 1919,
for instance, the irregularity had become so extensive that many
schools concluded the year’s work without the usual semester exam-
inations. Exercises of another kind were then substituted, but in
no case did these have the character of tests. These arrangements

- were 50 much the more necessary as the influenza epidemic had, in
many districts, compelled the schools to be closed for periods from
weeks to months.

Increased. opportunities for wage earners 80 diminished the school
attendance in some districts as to make it difficult to maintain the
school as usual. In the Canton of Ziirich this led to the consolidation
of several smaler districts, with the result of relieving somewhat
the financial straits 'of each. In almost all these instances, the
accounts state, the amalgamation, besides effecting a more equitable -
distribution of the school burdens, has been an advantage educa-
tionally. Hence there is a growing tendency to bring tegether a
gtill larger number of school groups into consolidated institutions.
‘The union of two schools is often effected by making one primary
and the other of higher grade. Even districts and schools denomi-
nationaly different from one another have in this way been satis-
factorily brought together. In view of the ample supply of teachers
the movement has not been in their interests, but its justification is

“upheld by a fairer distribution of the expenses, better equipment,
better general instructional facilities, better utilization of the teach-
ing force, a more ample supply of tgaching material for each schog).
Agnin, it stre: gthens the community spirit and extends it into larger
circles, widening the outlook by fuller aympmhy with the people out-
side of the immediate circle.

Among the more permanent effects of the war is the desire to over-
come the tardy processes of mrymg out school reforms obviously
needed. The procedure now in vogue in Switzerland and elsewhere
‘is delayed by deliberations on petty objections until the needed legis-
“lation is:‘postponed for years, by Whlch time the social order- has

- movad on'toward new horigons, -

«-An-instanoe-of how: the usual delay can be overcome was presented -
when, ‘in response to’ requirements arising out of altered conditions,
“vocational -selection was: brought into the-courses, : The samie condi-

ons,als0 gave rigs to-a pew, inquiry into the edueational slgmﬁcance ,

of glmpunull“hbot dmt pup).ls and teachérs voliin 'nt'snly pgrformed
G e B T -
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during the war. So favorably bave educators been impressed with it
that they are unwilling to take the backward step of having it dis-
continued, hence prompt enactments may be expocted,that will pro-
vide for its continuance and expunsion. The direct practical aims
that the schools set up insist on & corresponding directness on the
part of the school authorities in making provisions for the new

- endeavors. The more independent of books the instruction becomes
and the closer it draws to everyday life, the clearer becomes the neggs-
sity of a prompt response {o the call for buildings to accommodate the
new activities—suitably equipped rooms for girls’ work, for boys’
industrial courses, school exercises in chemistry and physics, pupils’
lunch rooms, gymnastic rooms, playgrounds, and school gardens.
Years ago some arrangements were begiin for the cantonal and com-
munity control of supplies and instruction material. The plan was
gradually adopted by the Cantons of Solothurn, Baselstadt, St. Gall,
and Thurgau; they effected joint contracts with publishing houses to
furnish books at prices which became lower through consolidated pur-
chases. @ther Cantops cautionsly adopted the same plan, though
modified in details. -Recently some form of the gemeral plan has
been adopte«l by almost all the Cantons; traditional objoctions have
been more easily overcome, and it is now recognized more fully than

" before that the movement toward a socialization of the schools in this
way is in perfect accord with the democracy of the people of
Switzerland. : _

The democrafic trend of recent events is shown in the efforts to
bring the problem of school inspection to a solution. When the |
schools of Switzerland became {ree from the church they came under
the direction of secular inspectors who were governed by rules and
directions which many teachers considered vexatious in their char-
acter. The argument that such State inspectorship is necessary to
maintain uniformity among the schools is not regarded as valid by
the Swiss 4eachers as a body. The defects, they argue, now remain-
ing in the schools can be remedied at least as readily by the associated
teachers as by the official inspectors. Through their associations,

f"therefore, teachers are urging that the inspection be taken over by
their own organization to relieve the schools from some of the features
of the State inspectorship that are objectionable tv them.

-~ TIn the sessions of the school convention at Ziirich.in September,

1918, the political and social outlook created by the war obviously
colored the educational deliberations. There was strong pregsure in
the direction”of opening a still greater number of avenues toward
practical work that could be taken up by pupils differently gifted.
But the question of. the manner.ifi -which the school organizitiong
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aims be made possible, the selections could be made from -fuller nam-
bers and on a broader basis. The trades would thereby gain nany
pupils who under the present organization are éncouraged to go on
to the 'niddle school, thongh they are able to follow_its courses only
in part. By an early choice of calling the crowded middle schools
would be relieved from the influx of a great many, pupils whom neither
gifts nor aims justify in going on with higher studies. «

On the other hand it was argued that an early departure in the
direction of a chosen calling can not be made from the safe bakis of
sufficient data on the pupil’s endowments and aptitudes. Such early
choice is therefore likely to be influenced by the social and economic

poSition of the paremts. The children should be enmuragod to travel -

the same school highway, so far as possible, under the satne teachers
doing the same work, subject to the same tests for segregation toward
special lmnes. An obligatory folk school with a lower division of «ix
classes, and with these an organically united division of two classes—
the latter adapted toward specialization of studies—would safeguard
all interests of pupils and of society. Here would be room for manual
work, real productive labor, which all pnpll‘would be required to
¢take up. The prestige work would attain by its elevation in the
echools to a plane with other subjects, and the mutual participation in

it by the pupils, were regnrded as the most efficient way in which the"

schools could combat the notions of caste. K is realized that when
pupils get together in the manipulation of actual things for industrial,
productive, and, as such, patriotic purposes, social demarcations and
cleavage tend to become obliterated. Subjects having much to do
with® criticism and scholastic achievements are a more favorable
" “field for the growth and madntenance of distinctions among classes.
Within its organized outlines it was insisted there must be scope for
types and schoo) units to specialize in industrial direction and at the
same time to preserve coordinated interaction. These aims lie in the

direction of decentralization and differences in administrative regu- -

lations with the view of adapting the work to fit the pupil’s calling

and endowments and the wishes of his parents. In brief, the present

complicated administrative system should be made simpler and more
elastic, so that it can moro readlly respond to the expanding activities
of the schools.

At a teachers’ meeting in January, 1919, the discussion seemed to
show that new conceptions are beginning to crystallize into definite
-and positive forms. While due regard will be given to the many
new and useful activities that claim admission into the curncula,

the teachers of Switzerland are not- disposed to neglect the old and :

éstablished - bmnches “The fundamentals of the systém “ha not
S Iéen “distuibed by ‘the-war..-The classroom instruction - will,

Mter’ E‘Befoté, oompnee reu.dmg ‘writing; figuring ;it mll rain’ the
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memory and the judgment of children; it will give them constant
pructice in the analysis and the combination of thought processes.
The schools will put forth their best endeavors to help lift the gouth
to a point above the narrow prejudice of egoisin to sympathy with
the world in which they live, out of limitations and seclusion, out of
contempt for the concerns of the world, to a knowledge of actual life
and to a participation ig its stinggles. Though there will be earnest |
attompts to remove the handicap avhich through birth or station
may weigh upon a pupil, there will be no enthugiasm for the dead
levels of mere equality. The social and educational values associ~
ated "With manual labor as a reqmred part of the S(,hool program
will be fully recognized. In the future as in the past, therc will be
steady efforts made to attain results, materfa] as well as spiritual;
but the Swiss teachers will continue to bear in mind that they must
compensate for the materm] things which must como from abroad
by spiritual values within their own borders. The war has' en-
hanced the fundamental values by stressing courage, energy, vitality,
injelligence, and the love of freedom. In the intdrests of these values
considerations of a merely scholastic. character are, temnporarily, at
lenst, pushed into the background. The interaction of school units
as A qystem will be su%mdmated to these cends.

The scssions at the January meoting stated that the school system
must never be permitted to assume the character of a business de-
partment of the State, with mechanical functioning and eonsequent
deterioration of its spiritual life., The schools must be relieved from
routine, fixity of form, and oﬂi%‘om. Lesson plans and methods
should not impose a rigid schdjic of instruction waterial to be
nastered or memorized ; the aim should rather be to adhe#® to what-
ever nlerial or combmntlon of material, or means, further the
growth of the human intellect, and encourage its own early and
spontaneous activity. Freedom, therefore, within the school régime
is a dominant idea which recent events have made insistent. Human
.feeling begins loudly to protest ngainst the thought that the most
yonthful, most original, and inherently most _joyous period of life
should be repressed by official formality.

Again, the teachers advocated Government aid for students, arti-
sans, and teachers, to pass some time in travel to study their re-
spective callings so as to attain a mastery of what was best in usages
prevailing abroad. -This was one of the most -direct ways fully to
‘utilize whatever resources their own country afforded, and thereby’
rise to a position where they could worthily and eﬁiclently help to
rchabilitate the countries devasted by the war.

While the teachers as an organization could advise in matters that. .
the steady. progress and the enlarged responsibilities of ghe school$
s now requlred 1t rema.med for the Govemment to heed the full’

-
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_ cational opportunities that the events of the past years had created. |
Switzerland occupies preeminently an' international position, from |
which the harsher antipathies created by the war have been sbeent.
According to a ‘communication from Dr. Haveland Field, of Ziirich, |
datéd November 8, 1918, this would be an ideal location for a me- .
morial educational institution from which sentiments of amity
toward all -peoples could radiate. Dr. Field calls attention to the |
dspirations which the Republic of Switzerland has in common with |

" the Republic of the United States, making it especially appropriate
#0r these two nations to take the initiative in the furtherance of .“i
/ international idea.

" A few educational movementa, that have gained a new s;gmﬁoan
by the war have been mentioned. Others now uppermost are: 1. Th
war has shown that woman can do some things formerly thought ir

~*_possible to her. The schools will, therefore, adapt courses more full
to woman’s intellectual and physical constitution and to the new
sibilities brought within her sphers. 2. Teachers will cooperate mor

. closely with the homes of the pupils. They will endeavor fully
enlist the sympathy of parents for the school work. 8. Democratizs-

_ tion of the school control. 4. Decentralization of the working organ-
ism of the system. 5. Stipends to be made mors generally available
for tdlented pupils. 6. Endeavors to guide pupils to select occups-

- tions according to endowments. 7. The occupstion of the teacher -
-toust be lifted above the influence of cliques. .8. ‘Efforts to individusl-
ize the instruction. -9. Concentration of the instruction as studies and
-léssons. 10. Greater use of opportunities for exchange of teachers
in foreign languages. ' 11.' Exchange of sbilities in city and country.
12, Coordinating manual labor with other studies of the ourriculum.
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