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RECENT PROGRESS IN NEGRO I'ZDL'L';\TIO}'.

By Thox s Jesse Joaes,

CANTEATS - Tntradu-lory —Statd gupervisdrs - Jeanes Indusirial teachere—County trafn. /]
Ing sehools- - Rosenwald schools—Phelps Stokes fund - Public wchool faciltties —-Recent
publlestions —Educationa!  mectings—-Church  boards- Urivate aud  uenowminational
sChousls, :

The past year has witnessed considerable progress in the field ‘of
negro education, despite adverse conditions brogght about by the
war.  Probably the most significant event of dhe vear was the
appointment in Texas of a .State supervior of rmral Negro schools,
whose salary and expenses are paid entirely by the State.  Short

terms, poor schoothouses, and Jow salarvies continue to hamper the
works of the public schools, but the problem of Negro education has
been called to the attention of the white South by the recent exodus
of Negroes from that section, and some improvement has already
been made.  While there has been a considerable inerease in the
actual amounts appropriated by the Southern States for salaries of
colored teachers, the Negroes still veceive no greater proportion of
the sums expended for teachers’ salavies,  The official veports of
State superintendents of public instruetion show that these oflicials
are trying to increase the school facilities for Negroes and are caliing
the attention of the publie to the matter. During the year Lulletins
and Ieaflets dealing with various phuses of Negro &ducation have
been published by State departments of edueation, L

The nmnber of Jeanes industrial teachers has inereased, and their
work has heen so effective that one Staie superintendent recommends
in his oflicial report that similar snpervisors be employed for white
sclioolz.  The cooperation of the General Fducation Board has en-
abled these teachers to organize home makers’ clubs duringay
summer months. In doing this home club work the teachérs give

. demonstrations of cooking, canning, and preserving. The General
Education Board has also cooperated with the States in maintaining
supervisors of rural schools and in furnishing equipment for county
training schools. The county training schools, supported by the
counties with the aid of the Slater ﬁmd, have passed the experi-
mental stage, and only the high cost of labor and materials prevonted

. the building -of additional schools during the year. The Rosenwald
fund has made possible the erection of a number of rural school~
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Louses,  The I’}wlps-.:'tolcvs fund. which financed the investigution

. of negro odm":ltiml, continues to cooperate with the Bureau of Edu-
cation.  Itsswork hias been the maintenance of an information burean.
giving "expert advice to schouls and kéeping hefore the publie the

< edueational needs of the Negro.

The private and higher schools have had a very difienlt vear. Le-

cause of the high cost of supplies, the diflienlty of raising funds. and
the Toss of teachers and students who joined the mlitary forees or
went into some form of war work., The facultios of the strongest
schools were heavily diawn on by the Government and other agen-
cies secking men for responsible positions.  All schools with suffieient
equipment. cheerfully assumied the additional bfrden of (raining sol- -
diers and giving special courses (o students, in order to meet. the |
needs of the Army Cooperation between denominational and inde-
pendent schools, public authoritics and educational funds. ha~ been
furthered by a committee on Negro edueation dl)l)()lnl(‘(l by the
Connmssmner of Education. . \

STATE SUPERVISORS.

At present 10 States, with the ax%is‘t.mu of the General Education
Board, maintain supervisors of Negro vural schools.  Qklalrsma and
Flor lda are the only States with a considerable pmpomnn of neggoes
that have no special supervisor. In Texas the supervisor is I).l3
tirely by the State. .

"+ The work of the State supenx«ux« may be briefly summarized
under four heads: (1) The improvement of school fae iities, by .
! urging county superintendents and boards of education to extend
school terms, puy better salaries, and provide better houses.  (2) The
development of county training schools, maintained by the counties
with the help of the Slater fund. The first object of these schools is '
to train teachers for the rural schools. In offering some high-school
work and industrial training, these schools are rendering. a large
service. (3) The improvement of teachers in service by conducting
couuty institutes, and cooperating with State normal schvobs and
sygnmer schools conducted by private institutions. (4) The promo-
ﬁ of home-makers’ clubs. In North Carolina and Mississippi the
State supervisor has & colored man to assist him in his work. In
North Carolina the salary of this assistant is paid by the State
Colored Teachers’ Association; in Mississippi it 18 paid by the State.
The work of these assistants has been of great value.

el -

JEANES INDUSTRIAL TEACHERS.

The following statement of the work of the Jeanes fund teachers,
who are county industrial supervisors, is furnished by the director - °
of the Jeanes_fund: :
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The Jeanes fund, for the improvement of Negro rural schools, cooperated dur-
ing the session ending June 80, 1918, with publle school superintendents in 209
counties In 14 States. g

The supervising Industrial teachers, pall partly by the counties and partly
by the Jeanes fund, visited regularly in these counties 5,717 country schools,
making in all 20,803 visits and raising for purposes of school improvewent
$204.646.  The total amount of salary paid to the supervising teachers was
S65.182, of which the county school authoritios paid $25.354 and the fund $30,848.
» The business of these traveling teachers, working under the direction of the
county superintendent, is to introduce into the small country schools shinple
home industries; to give talks and Tessons on sanitation, personal cleanliness,
ete to encourage the improvement of schoolhauges and school grounds; and to
conduct gardening: clubs and other- kiuds of clubs for the betterment of the
~ehool and the ll(‘li_'..'hl‘('l'h')llll. ] C

The table liere given shows the extent of the work done by theso

vachers, and how it 1s ‘l'u»'c(l:

Negro rural school fund, Jeancs Foundation, 1913-19,

- S — e —
States | Number of, Numberof]  Paid hy l Vaid by
* ™ wihcrs. | counties. , Jeancs tund. . public fund.

B
2
=8
£2

888888888883

REEZRE

tienrin. ...
Nentueky...
Yomsinna. .
Mussissippi. ...
North Curolina
Routh Caroling
Tanpessee. . ...
Texas ...... .. .. [} 3 1, 540. 00
VITBHRLL e e : IR Y 18 2,473. 00

=

gz

0=t TN w1 TN

T
1
~

ST BTSSR | va17 I 26| $0,067.2 |

! lucluding Stato supervising toachers,
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Several of the State supervisors have found it wise to concentrate
their efforts on counties where Jeanes teachers arve at work. In Ala-
bama, Kenfucky, Louisiana, North Carolina, and Virginia thero is
a State supervising teacher.  The work of the Jeanes teachers in Ala-

bama is described in the folfowing paragraph from the 1917 annual *

report of the department of education:

BUPERVISTON OF SCHOOLS,

s~

As an nid to the county superintendeuts and county hoarda of cducation
charged with the supervision of all schools in their respective ('n'\'mtlt'n-it has
Dbeen possible to plave in 24 countfes, through assistance from: the (Jeanes
Foundation, 27 §uperv|slng Industrial teachers, all of whom, with ._thel excep-
tion of one mKn, ‘are women with special training in lndustelal work. They
supervise the elementary industrial trnintng in the rural schools of the county,
and assist in the generanl supervision of the Negro schools. The fact that in
1913 there were only 12 of these supervisors employed and that lnst year the.:

number had ncreased to 27 sliows the success with which these workers arve’ .
weeting. There Is a growing disposition on the part of the counties tb-b‘ga"r‘
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S an inereasod proportion of the salaries of these workers, wlio luave proved
themselves to be of inbrtimable value to the schoul ofliciuls and people of their
respective counties.

That State school officials have seen the value of the work done by
the Jeanes supervisors is shown by the following quotation from the
annual report of the superintendent of public instruction of Vir-
ginia, for the year 1916-17: ,
COLORED  SUPEBVISORS AND THE LE»SUN THEY .TEI\L'”.

Some of ]H’Q's best lessons are tuught by the simplest and most obvious illus-
trations, as in the case of the slugegrd who was udvised to observe the un-
recognized ant; and so we mny.say that if any man will ebserve the work of
the colored demonstrators or supervi<ing teachers—ien and women whose
gervices have been almost (hrust upon the State by private generosityv—he can
not hesltate for a moment in deciding what is the avext-step in the develop-
ment of our work among the white chiliren, These colored leaders have
increased teachers’ salaries; they have also lengthenied the term and have
drought into the schools so many new children that the taxpayer bas found the
per capita cost” materially reduced.

-

COUNTY TRAINING SCHOOLS.

At present there are 77 of these institutions, and several others
will be erected as soon as the abnormal price conditions of war times
have passed. They are divided among’ the States as follows: Ala-
bama, 11; Arkansas, 51 Florida, 1; Georgia, 5; Kentucky, 2; Mary-
land, 1; Louisiana, 4 \[lsslsxlppl.ii North Carolina, 14: South
Carolma. 6: I'onnoxsce. 6; Texas, 3; Vnglnm 8. These sdhools are
built and maintained by the combined efforts of the public-school
nuthontms, the Slater fund, the colored people of the county, and
the local white friends. of Negro edueation,  "This quaotation from
the report of the supelmtehdont ‘of public instriction for North
Carolina, 1915-16, shows the plan uuder which the county training
schools are built and maintained : ‘

r'be establisbment of three copnty training schovls was mentioned in iy {irst
biennial report, These begnu work In the fall of 1914 in the counties of
Johnston, Pamllco, nnd \(Qh’ These scheols are established by the countye
boards of cducation on theNwecommendation of the county superintendents,

= Their main suppot. is upportioned from publicschool funds,  Some aid for

current expenses is given by (he Slater fund, und the General Kducation Board
has made donations for equipment.
The best statement I liave seen of the need of such schools, their pmpose
" andl the conditions for receiving outside flnancial aid s wmade by Dr. James H.
DilJard, director of the Slater fund, It isas follows: 0 - B
One of the greatest Immediate needs s for even fairly competent teachers
in the small public schools. The Slater fund has contributed much to the,
preparation of teachers, but in the past its corrtributions in this dlrectlon have'
been mainly. to the lanrger and hlgger institutions. There 13 now' great need
for the preparation of teachers in.a lower grade of advancement. The fmme-
diate. conditions under which .such work wist be done may be far ‘rrom\ldeal.

.':.'3;33_
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but h ¢ faces facls ns they are. Jt is a fuct that a very large majority
of rhomln the small rural sehools for negroes hnve got what Yhey have
of eduention andtraining in thefr own or o neighboring county,  Many superin-
tendents are showing interest in the buprovement of sowme centeal school In
the county, which muy serve the purpose of supplying a4 somewhat better grade
of teachers, M

Aid rrom the Stater fund is given on the following stmple conditions:

Fiest. That the schaol property shall bhelong (o the State or county, thus
fixing the xehool o pnopart of the publicsehool systen,

Sceond, That therve shadl be an approprintion of at least 8750 from the public
funds for maintenanen,

Third. That the tcaching shall be eavrled steietly and honestly  through at

Jeast the cighth grade, inclhading ilwllsl rial work, uand in the last year some
training, however elementary, for the work of tenching.
C Umider these conditions the Slater fund has azreed to approprinte 8300 for
nintenance, nud in the first year, where new huildings or repates may be
necessiry, to aid in supplying these in cooperition: with amounts roised {rom
otler scurces,

The recuiar State public-schoen] course of <tudy Is followed in all the sehools
throuzh the seven colementary grades. To the eigbth and ninth grades, where
there is o nimth grade, the State high-school course fs foltowedd with negro
history substituted in most cases for ancient history, stmple teacher training,
s nlustrialawork for e clagsies. An ¢Tort is made to teach the slnmle'
home ingustries throughout the school, These conslst of cooking, sewing, house- 3
keeping, lanndey work, gnrdeninz, mannal training, and the like.  Tast spring
severalb of the schools wde ly sereens and endeavored to ger the people {n
the connmunities zenerally to use them. Very fine gardening work was done at
the Methodd Rehool, . .

Facle of these sehools reecives annudly S0 from the Shater fund for cur-
yent expenses. ‘The General Eduentlon Board gave $1,164 for Industrial and -
ather eqpuipiieyt for the three schoots in 149 t—"l\‘;'). and $3,160 for the same pur-
poses for the five schiovls In operation in 191516 :

One of the schools, Parmele, in Martin County, recelved 2,000 from the
Phelps-Stokes fund in 1915 to ald In building, Three others recelved a total of
SPUO0 Tor the same parpese from the Slater fund in 1915-16,

R (hese apprapriations were made to supplement loenl funds to be used for
the (\ux‘pnsus mnned,

AL the Dierry O'Kelly Sehool, Wauke County, a splendid new modern brick
Duilding ix Joust belug completed. When completed, the plant will cost more
t\h:m $10,000. The Martin County school moved into a nice new brick bullding
o 1S Repairs and haprovements have been made In the other three coun-
ties.  Small, but satisfactory, indostrial buildings were erected in Johuston,

Pawmtico, aud Sampson Counties, : z
. 'ROSENWALD SCHOOLS.

The following letter, sent toj county superintendents in Georgia
' by the supervisor 1 that State, explains how the Rosenwald fund is
being used to promote the building of good schodthouses for colored
. children: e
3 - an
To County Superintendents of Schools: . o \ '

GENTLEMEN : Tfhe Rosenyald fund is available for assistance fn constructing
model colored school bulklings, fu an)erntkon with local eommunities and
county authorifles.  This fund is offered for the purpuse of encournging the
coustructlon of modern model schovlhoused  Such houses wiit doubtless fm-

~u - ~ LI
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prove the Kimds of residences of the peopte and tend to elevate the moral and
clvic ideals of the people. °

it Is insisted thut good sehoolhouses should he huirm suitable plnees 1o be
approved by the county boards of edueation, and <hould be bullt after an ap-
proved plan. Tt is further urged that the titles to public school property should
be held by the county boards of education,

Smndl digtrict schools, {n the absenee of untural barviers, should he con-
golidated, thus hringing two or more one-teacher schools into o larger one,
Combinlng such communitios, when it ean he done, will ereate mwore enthusiasin
and render available larger assistance in constructing schoolhowses,

It is vseless to sny that we, as friends and neighbors of the ooloured people,
are and should he much fnterested In their schools and school buildifzs,  The
encouragecnt of the white people and schouol authorities is quite helpful in de-
veloping school pride and improvgments, ) '
‘ Upon complianee with the following conditions, participation in the Rosenwald
fhnd is ]m.l%ihlv:

1. The schouthouse is ta lw for countey children, and smadl towns may be in-
terested,

2 From 2 to 5 acres of laud are to be secured by the colored people, at a
place approved by the school hourd aned the property is to be deeded to the
board of education for colored schoul purposes,

3. The county superintendent, the putrons, and the undersigied are 1o igree
upott 4 plion of buitding,

4. The superintendent of schools shall handle the funds and direct the eon-
struction of the building,

5. The *community and county authovities must guarantee the completion
and ocquipment of the building.  ‘T'he bouse shall be painted inside and outside
with at least two coats of paint 5 ench classroom must contadn at least 20 lineal
feet of good blackboard and have suitable desks for pupils and teacher; the
buflding tust contain at least two clonkrooms, g workroon), and o snall

kitchen. The smoke flues must he g from the ground,

6. Two closets, properly locnted, must be buift,
7. 1t is understood that the school shall be run at least five months each yeur,

PROTPOSITIONS,

Tor a one-teacher schoothouse the community and county authorities must
ratre in eash, material, and Iabor, $750. The Rozenwald fund will contribute
$400. '

For a two-teacher house the community and county authorlties will raise, as
above, $1,000. The Rosenwald fund will give $300. .

In cases of consolidation of two or more schools the Rosenwald fund will con-
tribute more. ’

Any and all parties Interested in this much-needed work wiil address the
writer at Milner, Plke County, Ga.

Respectfally,
Gro. D. Gopagp,
- ’ Special Rural School Supcervisor,

The Rosenwald fund is handled by the extension department of
Tuskegee Institute. The table below, furgished by the institute,

1 shows how the Rosenwald schools have been built and how they are

divided between the several States:
- . ) 4 \‘\

1]

»
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Data of rural schoolhouse buitding Nded by Mr. Julivs Rosonecald.

(Asof September 1, 1018)

L ® o e R —— e A ——————— ————————
c l Amounts contributed by —
{ Nomber Y
Stules, v ol school. | . fh ' .
’ i houses. . . White .| Colored | Mr. Rosen-
! ARG people. people. [ wald. Total.
.- el B D S U .
i . |
Alabama. . ....oooiiiia.. I 179 . $43,776.00 i $R,445.00 | $ut, 761, B | $55, 450,00 $109, 435. B
Arkgnsis. . N 2012500 L4850 MG w0 | 30 118,00
Geargia . o 23 2975, m) 10 202.00 l l,.’ﬂ'l 00 7.5 3R, 209. 00
Kentneky. . S0 6,015 0) 250000 84,0117 2,600 0 12, 936. 50
bonisiann ... oo, | 49 $,200.00 ;7 3,000.00 { 33, 3M00 17, 600. 00 63, 290, 00
Marvland .o oo 0o : 4 2,700 S0 00 ; LLI2vm b ) 454000 §,775.00
MisSisstppi, oo : 250 3,613,501 13,6009 [ 10, 258.25 ‘ 12,2:6.00 |, 4%, 787.70
Nerth CaroYiva. ... ! . K0 365000 a8 501 3578775 24,365 00 9:'),730.1%
South Carcling............ ... O] 33000 K3T6W | 50600 [ 3 w00 21,272
Tennessee. ..o .. O 500 2,005,001 3 RT0.00 0 2615000 | TR0155.00 142, 100. 00
NN .o ! /OG0 .)aoo‘ 20 | TR0 ] 64N
Total ... 01 20331550 1 64, 300,45 | 26°0790.8 | 193,616 ™ 1 726, 540.18
i [} 0 |

‘The above figures represent nnmu;ts put in the construction and
furnishing of the school builtling\-' Besides the $193,616 spent in
this way by Mr. Rosenwald, he has put in §23406.54 up to September
I by way of agents’ salaries, traveling expenses, ete., in promoting
the guovement for better schoolhouses in various States.

' PHELPS-STOKES FUND.

For the past five years the Phelps-Stokes fund has financed n staff
of workers in the Bureau of Education.  Since the puiblieations of
Bulleting 38 and 39, 1916, the agents of the fund. as special collabora-
tors ofythe Burean of Education have followed up the study of Negro
education with constructive work. One member of the staff who is
trained in business methods and accounting gives all his time to the
improvement of acconnts and records in the schools.  Schools have
been given assistance in their efforts to udapt their courses to the
neals of their pupils and community. Fraudulent Negro schools have
been exposed. and the ne(‘(ls of worthy institutions brought to the

. attention of interested persons. A bureau of information has been
muintained. Campaigns for the teaching of gardening and for-the
- maprovement of living conditions in dormitories have been carried
on. The fund® agents have kept in touch with educational boards-
of the various C!lllldlbb, other educational funds, the public-school
authorities in the several States, independent schools-and land-grant
colleges, and have endeavored to hate these agencies coordinate their
efforts. Individual schools have been given financial aid for main-
tenance. Iellowships for the stady of tho race question have been
established at two State universities in the South. The réfationsHip
now existing between the Bureau of Education and the Phelps-Stokes
fund will cbase by operation of law on July 1, 1019, and no appro-
EN,C S Y U S U I L S A PR RTINS PO PRI et P
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\

priation has been made to carty on the work of the Burcau of Educa-
tion for colored schools, .

REBLIC SC[[()OI, FACILITIES.

The public schools for Negroes in the South, n.tpm-inll_v/in those ~
countios where the negioes ontnumber the white people, are not
doing eflicient worlk, because of small salaries paid to teachers, short
terms, and poor school buildings.  In the annual report of the Ala-
buma Department -of Fdueation we find the statement that:

The amount paid for salarics n the |n||>!ld sehonls of the -Ht:ltv':\nl:lnlh'd
to $3,145,604 for white teachers—an average annual salary of S for each
mnn and f363 for each woman, almost preclsely \\'h:ll'llu-)' were the year before,
ugd despite the fact that the high cost of Jiving is constantly increasing.

As far the Negro schoolsy wo learn that:

In the schools for negro ehildren l:l.\ year GItnen gnd L9310 women wera
M L]
employed. There was a slight decrease in the number of bo¥h men nnd women,
oorad R = op . .
dile to the egress of Negroes to other States, There was expendal in the
form of saluries upon the teachers so employved $309.970, o alecrease of 320,183
from the preceding year, The nverage salavy paid 1o cach non was 8167
and to each wonin $152, and the length of the school term was 100 days,

The report has this to say shout the Negro teachers in Alabama

The grades of certiticdes held by that portion of the 2,572 (cachiers who
were required to hold State certificates were as follows

Lo o Ll el My BIEL()
First geade oo e L w3
Second gradeo o ___._ R 131
Third grade_____________. RN SR B 1] 24

So fole as the qualitications of the teachors are concepiied, there seems to
be no Improvement over the preceding year, B

The results gf the inandequate public-school facilitics wppear from
the discussion of school attendance in the report:

ATTENDANCE, ‘

The avernge attenditnee fn schools for whites in 1915-10 was 218204, and
in 1916-17 an Increase of 5,740 brought the total up to 220034 1t {5 to be
remgirked that this net Inerease was the vesult of approximately a 8 per cent
increase in the number attending elementary grades and of a 24 per cent
increase in the number attending in high-school grgdes, %u.\ml one the Intest |
census returns, the percentage of attendance upon envolhuent was 63, Be-
cause®of the removal of Negroes tothe lnst and North, the avernge attendanoe
in their schools showed a decrease of 3,450 from the number for 1915-16, of
407,334 . .

Using the school census ns a basis, 50 per cent of the while boys and girls
were In average dafly attendance and 29 per cent of the Negro boys and girls
Making due allowance for those of ‘school age who attended district agricule
tural schools, county high schools, private denominational and parochial
schools, and lnstltixglons of college and secondary grade, the results are still




Increase in a-ularivs~u/ Negro teachers in five States. E
T
‘ 3 Date of I'er cent | Dinteof Per cent
Slole report. | FoI8AES. | o Figtai | rapart. | Sabartes. | oft Ao )
.
v
Florida. 1910-11 | $167, 381 lmi 1916 | $214, 201 1.6 .
Qeotgla. ... 1011-12 | 483,622 o 3 1917 555, R 14.8
Loulstana..,.. 00T Wi-12 ] 201,876 .00 1913 zm 515 7.6
North (,arolma ...... 1010-11 | 340,85 1661 1016 | 563,473 141
. Virginla.............. 1911-33 | 421,381 1.3 10i6-17| €20, 588 o l.-1
: . . . - ) ) o

: }.—
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« Hueollmeat.

Y . "

, Kurai ! Urban. T
. ° \‘('flf i*" - N '; - - T T
I White, I Nepro 1 White [ Negro
. | e Ll
B !
1915-146, . | 126 w07 I VAR 2,814
91e-17 . i 13,025 51,808 i 23, 40t
Ty,
Avareye atlendane /
_— F ;
| Rurul Urban.
Year, 'i--— et T P
. .
@ T While i Negro 1 White, Negro.
{ . . {
[ i T l
1915 ! I w407 | 4012 I 18,438
l‘.)l(: lo I 41,308 ,- 14,72

Frow an examination of the nhove, it would nppear that there lmj heen a
somewhut normal inerease both in rural wnd in urban enroliment® and nttend-
anee in white schiools and o positive decrease in the case of negro qolmdlw Thiy
Iuttm condition is due (o the Teave-taking of the negroes ns alrendy sugpx&ted

From the ubove quotutions it will be seen that the superintendent
of education in Alabania oxpluins the- decrease in the number of
Negro achers and pupils by 4he migration of Negroes from the
SRouth. The white men and colored men who have investigated the
movement are agreed that the poor public-school facilities were '
among tht most important causes of the exodus.

The fpllowing table shows the increases in the amounts appro- -
priated $0r the salaries of Negro teachers in five of the Southern
Stateyr The figures for the earfier years are those used in Bulletin
30, 1916, Tt will be seen that, w e in every case there has been an’
.mtu.nl increase, there has bcon very little increase in the proportion
of the total salavies, and in the caso of Florida and North Carolina
~there have been actual decreases in the proportion. In considering *
the figures” in the table.it should be remembered that between 1500
and 1910 the whlto population” of the Southern States increased
" faster than the (olomd and it is only reasonable to assunie that this
* hastbeen the case since 1910,

o
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<
INCREASED INTEREST ON PART OF PUBLIC-SCHOOL OFFICERS.

That educators and other leaders of thought in the South realize’
that the situation calls for action is shown by the official reports of
State superintendents of education. In his biennial report for the
school years 1914-1916, the superintendent of iblic instruction de-
votes several pages to a discussion of the e(hﬂuioh of the Negro.
The last two paragraphs of his statement are reproduced here as
expressing what may fairly be considered the attitude of the think-
ing white people of North Carolina:

This question of Negro,edueation §§, after all, not @ question of whether the
Negro shall he educuted or not, for it 1s hnpossible for any race to remain
fn this great Republic in the twentieth century uneducated. The real question * -
is, therefore, how he shall be educated and by whom it shall be done. 1f his

" educntion is not directed by us, others that do pot understand our soclal struc-
_ture,-that ave ignorant of the nature and necds of the Negro and have false
" notions of his relation to the white race in the South, will take charge of it
Our safety, then, lies In taklng charge of it ourselves and direeting it along
lines that shall be helpful to him and to us and in burmony with our civilizn-
tion and society and with his nature. o

There Is anpther phase of this problem of Negro cducation worthy of the
serlous considerntion of our people. It is manifest to me that if the Negroes
become convinced that they are to be deprived of thelr seheols and of the
opportunitles of an educntion, most of the wisest and most sglf-respecting
Negroes wilt leave the State, and eventually there will he left here only the
indolent, wortliless, and crimmlnal part of the Negro population. Already there
bas been considerable emigration of Negroes from the State. There is no surer
way to drive the best of them from the State than by keeplug up this con-
tinual agitatlon about withdrawing from' them the meager educational oppar-
tunities that they now hn\\'/e. Thelr emigration In large numbers would resuit
1o & complication of the labor problem. Some of our southern farms would be
compelled to lie untenanted and uotilied. The experience of ouve district In
Wilson County somle years ago illustrates this. The county board of educa- ©
tion found It, for varions reasons, impossible to purchase a site for 4 Negro
achovlhouse. Before tlie year was out the board received several offers from -
farmers-inthe districf to aounte a site. Upop inquiry by the chalrmaan of the
board as to the Tenson of these generous offers, hie was told that when it was
learned thut no site for the schgalhouse could be secured ‘and that the Negrges
were to have no school In that district at least one-third of the best Noﬁo
tenants and laborers tiere moved into other districts, where they could have
the advaatages of a school. This is n practical slde of this question that our
people would do well to consider. What happened in this district will happen
in the entire State if we give the.best Negroes reasonable grounds to believe
‘ that their public-school privileges are to be decreased or withdrawa. :

} . In his annual report for 1916-17, the superintendent of public in-
struction of Virginia says:

2 & : _COLORED BCHOOLS. -~

Our-seventh depnrtment of special effort wns concerned with the negro
:: .choqln. Wq rejected the idea that the Megro should reinain uneducated, but
e weiggjust as.fifmly of the oplnin that the old type of scholastic education

> = .
PR Y ) P

0 B
~p uﬁy

- 4 - -
oy S ESL Pt Y Zaece . Tl - [ o0
3 e, 0 7 SPT e a s S L P

A T L LI Y
T e VR YO O

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

N

b

' RECENT PROGRESS IN NEGRO EDUCATION. 13 -

which has been provided for him was in many respects a misit. In our cforts )
to give him a better chance mentally, norally, and physically we have been
aided at every turn by the wisc aud earnest men who Lave heep pluced fn charge
of th’e General Education, Slater, and Jeanes funds. and very lurgely slso by
the admivistrative officers of both our Federal lgod-graut schivols, the Virginia
Polytechnie Institute, and the’ Agricultural atid Tndustrial Tostitute nt Hainpton.
Nearly every county In Virginia with a large Negro population is now served
ty & colored Mdustrial superviror, part of whose sulary is paid by, one of the
foundativns ngmed ubove or out of the Smith-Lever twid, which is disbursed
by the Virginin Polytechnic Iustitute.  These supcrvisors have gone ainong the
colored peaple and urged them, fird, to build schooliouses ; second. to lengthen
the school ter: third, to put their children fn schiool. They have also fostered

.the indusivial 1ype of truining which has grown so much in faver awmong hoth

white and colored teachers duriug recent yenrs. Our own State school for
volored youth, the Virginin Norma) and Industrigl Institute, 4t Petersburg, the
Colored State Teachers” Associntion and e Newro Organizittion Nociefy have
abso contributed intelligently and powerfully to the success of this movement.

A
[

WORK OF T11E NEGRO SUPERVISORS. | K .

During the 1916-17 session 49 supervising industeial teachers were employed
to, ussist in the supervision of the Negro rchools of 48 counties fud 2 cities
Thetr instructions were to introduce Industrinl work u8 far ar practicable and
to encourage other forms of cdueational jwogress.  Sowethitng of the magnitude
of the work of these teachers sud the results obtained may be brought out by
mentioning the followling facts: . . )

Tn the 48 coupties in which they worked there reside 68,1 ver cent of-tl':.e
Negro chbildren of school age {n the counties of Vh‘;:lﬁg. GL5 per cent of whom
were enroiled in the schouls; 8 389 visits were paid to 1,304 teucbers working
in 1,024 buildings; 607 of these teachers extended their school terms partiy
throwgh meney vaised by the people, for which purpose iy report the rais-
Mg of 64074, -

The supervising industrial teachers report that &1 of the 1.094 butldings
under their superviston have active seboul improvement. lengues, and report
further that in addition to the money rafsed for term extension they raised
for other purposes xH.:ﬂﬁ.(lO, mking a totul voluutary tax for school purposes
in the 48 counties with supervisvis of $44,011.838. 7To secure this splendid nddf- .
tion te the séhool revenues the counties expended 1 little over $8,000 for the
salaries of the supervisng industrial teachers, the sun-total of whose saiaries

amounted to a little less than $25,000. ¥ .

'd

The superintendent of educatioh in South Carolina, in his report
for 1918, points .o*t tho difficulty that has hindered the development
of an effective public school system for N cgroes—the lack of a publiq -
sentiment_ favoring Negro education. In recommending a special-
appropriation of $20,000 to be expended for the betterment of Negro:
schools, he says:
NEGRO  SCHOOLS,

For the ﬂrst.tl_m'e in the history of our public achool system, the State supe
intendent's office bas undertaken definitely the betterment of oar Negro sch
Through the cooperation of the General Bducation. Board of New, York,
salary and the traveling expenscs of a. State agent for Negro sch
secured. . ¢ : . : o )

A
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’ The task is difficult. Houses, $erms, salarles, equipment, standards—all
these are loy. Fundsare limited. A foundation must be laid in public opinion
and in public support before a definite program can be outlined and undertaken,

(Thg present welfare and the future progress of .the State are indissolubly
linked- with the development of our entire population. A careful perusal of
the chapter dealing with Negro schools will show specifically the work under-
taken during the year. The cooperation of outside agencies is readily -acknowl.
edged. The attitude of the Negro has been appreciative, and In my opinion
the time has come when the general assembly ought to authorize and direct
a campaign for Letter health and better Industrial conditions among our
Negroes. .

The foundation for such an effort lies in the schools. The prejudice that has
long hainpered the progress of the Negro youth has been largely modified by
_the events of the pnst two years, The fivst step in the program for their bete .
termeut would be a mudest nppropriation to be expended solely in Negro schools,

RECENT PUBLICATIONS.

From time to time the various State departments of education
issue pamphlets showing the progress that has been made in Negro
. education. As representative of these, Bulletins 9 and 10 of the

Georgia Department of Education may be cited. These leaflets con-

tain the reports of the Home Makers’ Club Workers and the Jeancs

Industrial Teachers. The Department of Public Instruction in North

Carolina issues a *Monthly Progress Letter ” repbrting the activities

of field workers in that State. The most significant publication of

the year is one issued by the Louisiana Department of Education,
.- entitled ¥ Aims and Needs in Negro P’ublic Education in Louisiana.”
The frank and fearless’ discussion of the problem, contained in this -
bulletin, is shown by the following paragraph:

It may be well to point out horé'ﬂ;at In some sectionsof fhe State the Negro
18 not receiving for the education of his race the direct school thxes that he
contributes, To fail to graut him this amounts to confisention. Scgregation
of fonds or taxes for the two raceés 1s undesirable, but let us not take from the
negro, by throwing all tax money into a general fund, what he is clearly en-
titled to. Surely this Includes a just share of Stnt’e taxes, a just share of
corporation taxes, al es that Ms race pays, and the indirect zchool tnxes
that he pays d8 rente®™nd as laborer in helping to produce the wealth of the
State. In dealing with this question we must learn to npply‘the same stand.
ards of honesty and fafrness that we use in dealing with the different white
gchools and white communities, Only through the exercise of Justice nnd fair
ﬁlay ngy we expect Justice and fair play in returm, and a8 a result of this,
*  good feeling und good citlzensuip.

5 A Y EDUCAT[ONAL MEETINGS.

. The National Association of Teachers in Colored Schools held
its fifteenth annual meeting at Harpets Ferry, W. Va., July 31
®  to August 2. Tlns wqns the most important educational gathering -

Eﬁi,g ~-of the year. A number of State teachers’ associatichs met during -

> ;hetyenr These assqcxstlons have woiked to raise the standard of the
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teaching profession, and have cooperated with State superintendents
in many ways. On account of war conditions, the Association of
Colleges for Negro Youth was unable to hold its annual meeting.

CHURCH BOARDS,

The American Baptist Home Mission Society has adopted the
policy of concentrating its cfforts at one or two schools in a State,
and has therefore withdrawn its aid from come schools which it
supervised bat did not control. The American Missionary Associa-
tion is following the policy of discontinuing schools where the public
school facilitics become adequate. and inereasing the support of other
Jdnstitutions.  The Freedmen's Aid Society of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church has discontinued its appropriation to Walden (ollege,
at Nashville, Tenn., and the property of Walden has been given to
Meharry Medical College. The board has decided to sell the prop-
erty of New Orleans College, at New Orleans, La., and of Gilbert In-
dustrial Institute, at Baldwin, La. Only one school will be main-
tained by this board in Louisiana. It will be located in a section &
wherce a secondary school is needed. '

The Christisn Woman's Board of Missions now maintains five
schools, and property has been purchased for another one. The
Presbyterian Board of Missions to the Freedmen reports new presi-
dents at. two schools maintained by the board. The Society of
Friecnds has determined on the policy of cnlarging the gCheyney
Training School for Teachers, at Cheyney, Pa. The AmericdChurch
Institute - for Negroes of the Protestant Episcopal Church” reports
n growing appreciation of the importance of accurate acconnting
wand businesslike administration in the schools under its control.

Thewducational boards of the African’ Methodist Chireh. the A.
M. ‘E. Zion Church, the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church have
given evidence of their willingness to improve the accounting, build-
ings, and supervision of students i the schools under their control,

PRIVATE AND DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS.

The financial problems which many of the private and denoniina-
tional schools now face were bronght to the attention of the public
by the Commissioner.of Education in the following circular detter,
which was sent by the burean to 5,000 persons interested i Negro
education: : : ’ 2

R DErARTMENY or THE INTERIOR, |
- 5 BUREAU 0F KKpUCATION,
Washington, October'8, 1918,

Drear Sie: I am writing to call your attention to the 7pcclal war-tlme necds

of many of the colored schools. ' ' ' 3

As you know, most of the secondary and higher schools for Negroes in the 7

South are suppdrted by private. philanthropy. These schogis sre largeW de-, |
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nominatlonnl, nnd have some assured, though inadequate, support from the
church orgnnizations back of them. But many of the best private schools, in-
cluding espechally the effective small schools of the industrial i'ypc, are inde-
pendent in character, and have no incowe except from donations,

The (le.mmuls which the many necessary war appenls have made on the public
purse have made it ahnost impossible for these private schoals to raise enough
money to keep open. Church organizations have found that contributions have
been somewhat lessencd. and the independent schools have experiencd con-
giderable difticulty in raistng funds. At the same time the high prices of food
and materinls have made it necessary for the schools to raise wore money than
ever to malntain the old standards. A number of the best teachers hive gone

juto the service of the Natlon, many of thiem teachers wha, from sheer deve- '

tion to the work, had served for low salgries.  ‘T'he high cost of liviug has
forced other tenchers to seek more rewmunerative fields of labor, '

Sonte Negro'schools are well known and have many influential friends. But
many worthy schools, botlt of the neademic and industrial t_\]»é, are nhot s
widely known. They need money urgently ; they necl money not only tv do
the necessary work that they have been dolng for years, but they need more
money to provide the special training imperatively necded for large numbers
of colored people in the wur emergency. Contributions to schools that are Jdoing
a necessary war work shouid make a patriotic appesl to anyone who has the
means to give to education. It should not be forgotten, however, that nothing is

_ gained by responding to appeals for gifts to schools that do noet exist or have

no value as educatlonal institutions. Many such appeals are made.

Determination of the relative merits and needs of colored schools hag become
a much more simple matter since the publication of Nos. 38 and 33, BULrEnN,
1916, of the Bureau of Kducation, whick list practleally all the colored
schools of the South, with deseriptions and recontendations for caeh school
The bureau will gladly supplement the information coutained in this veport and
answer any questions tn regard to these schools,

Sincerely, yours,
- D. I, CLaxTON,
Cuimnmissioncer,
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