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~officers in ' many other citics of aboiit the same size and to students
“of educution generally.

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. .

4

DevareMeNT or Tue INTERIOR,
Bureav oF EpucaTiow, »
o . Washington, May 8, 1918.

Sir: T am submitting herewith for publication as a-bulletin of the
Burcan of Education the report of a survpy of the schools of the city
of Elyria, Ohio, which was made under my direction in the fall of
1916 and carly spring of 1917 at the request of tlte board of educa-
tion of that city. The report will, I believe; be useful not only to-
the board of education and the citizens of Elyria, hut to school

-

The feport should have been printed much carlier, but there was -
unavoidable delay in its official 1)1'01):11':\601( '

Respectfylly submitted. .

R < . P.P. Caxton,  *

Y ) g Commissioner,
The Secrerary or THE INTERIOR, N ’
& . : 6
L .. .
’ 1
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-EDUCATIONAL SURVEY OF ELYRIA, 010,

INTRODUCTION.

) ' : . .

During the fall of 1916 the Chamber of Commerce of Elyria, Ohio,
invited the United States Commissioner of Education to make a
survey of the Elyria public-school system.

The invitation was aceepted upon the following eonditions:

L. That the, Bureau of Edneation shall be invited by the Elyria
Board of Education and that the invitation shall be indorsed by the
‘Superintendent of Public Instruction of the State.

2. That the survey commission may be permitted to find the facts
8s they are and to report them as they find them. ’

3. That the survey commission and The Commissioner of Eduea-
tion may make on the basis of 1he fucés found such recommendations
for the improvement of the schools ak may seem Wise, these recom-
mendations to be uot only such as may be put into operation imme-
diately, but also such as may be put into operation from year to
year as opportunity may permit; in other words, that the survey
commission and the Commissioner of Education may be pefitted to
outline a constructive program which ‘will receive at Teast the careful
consideration of school ofticials.. . o°% i

4. That the Burcau of Edueation shall be permitted to publish the
report of the survey, including the recommendations and reasons
therefor, as a bulletin of the burcau, for distribution in the city of

: Elyria and also for general distribution. o B
. 5. That the necessary expenses shall be piid, which include the nee-
essury traveling and local expenses of the members of the bureau en-
gaged on the wouk and the necessary honorariums for such persons-
as it mny bo necessary to employ to assistin the work, ° *

The secretary of the Doard of education wrote the Commissiener

of Education: 5 o8 ° o . o T '

I have been unaniwonsly fnstructod by the’honrd of education fo request
you to make-a complete survey of the Elyria eity schools.  We wish. to, assure
. You that,you will have the hearty cooperation of the board, _nnmrln.tendv'xt. and
teachers in envrying.on the work.. The'benrd of edneantion enn not. assuime-any
of the cost of the.survey; however, we umh\__mt_hml ‘that the clucational com-
mittee of the chamber of commerce hus 4 plan whereby the’ expenses of the.
. wurvey will.be fully met. v e, B :

)
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The' secy ctgn y of the chmnbor of commerce then notified thic Com-
missioper of Education that the chamber of commerce would hold
itself llalde for expenses.not togexceed $2.,500.

The United States Compmissioner of Education named as a survey
commission the follomng 0s:

From Nlc Bureau of quontion—
. T. M Ave L'Altetant. —Education of the lmm!gmut.
4 Willlum T. Bawden.—Manual (raining ugd vouational edueation.
Mrs. Henrietta W. Calvin.—IIowe econotics.
W. S. Deffenbaugh.—Administration. supervision, apd juostruction, di-
rector of field work of sarvey connnission.
F.’B. Dresslar.—School buildings
Miss Florence C. Fox.—DPrimary education.
Arthiut W. Dutin.—Civie education.
John L. Randall.—School and home gardeniung.
From outside the Bureuu of Edueation— .
Will Earhart.—>Music (director of music. public schools, Pittsburgh, a.),
August Hiller.—TFinance (chief accountant, public schools, Pittshurgh,
I'n.}. . .
C. Valentine Kirly.—Fine arts (director of art, public schools, ’itts-
bhurgh, Pa.y. o
W. C, Ruediger.—Elemeutary educatien (dean, Touehers College, George
Washington University. Washington. 1), ().
) Wiilinmn F. Russell.—Secondary education (professor of secondary edu-
. eation, Goorg?:- Péabody College for Teachers, Nushville, Tenn.).

Three members of the survey commission spept two weeks in
Elvria in the fall of 1916. The other members spent from one to six
weeks during the months of January and February, 1917, .

-
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' Chapter 1. - .

THE CITY OF ELYRIA.

Elyria, Ohio, owes its name and its existence to Heman Ely,
formerly of West Springfield, Mass., who acquired the land ¢n which
the present city stands on March 27, 1817. The tract comprited
12,000 acres, and it was known as No. 6, Range 17, Connecticut
Western Reserve. Mr. Ely spent his entire life after that time in -
developing the resources of the locality. He established sawmills
and gristmills and similar industries and organized the Lorain Iron
Co. in 1832, .

The location of the city is distinctly favorable. Tt is about 25
miles southwestfof Cleveland and 8 miles from La}g, Erie at the
nearest point, the city of Lorain. wo trunk railway lines, the New
York Central and the Baltimore & Ohio, pass through the city, and
< five trolley lines radiate in five directions and connect Elyria with all
the pringipal towns and cities of Ohio, Indiana, and west Pennsyl-
vania. Two electric lines and the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad afford
excellent f:\cSities for Lake shipments via Lorajn.

The industtial and social community of Elyria includes a number
_ of villages or towns, the chicf of which are Grafton and Wellington.
Both of these places were formerly centews of active sandstone quar-
ries, but this industry has.declined because of the incrensed use of ¥
cement and concrete in building. The greater part of the high-grade
sandstone now quarried iwused for grindstone. As a result of the
industrial change in the ‘chief industry in these villages, their work-
ing population had to find employment in other fields, and naturally
went to find it in the developing industrics of Elyria, the nearest city.

A feature reflecting the intimate interdependence of the communi- «
ties in the vicinity of Elyria is the large number of young working
women, mostly Poles, who live in Lorain but work in Elyria, because
the city of Lorain offers but little desirable factory employment for
young women. : -

In 1900 the population of Elyria was 8,791; in 1910 it was 14,825,
in 1917 the estimated population was between 20,000-and 25,000, There
- are 3,239 dwellings and 3,519 families. Fifty per cent of the popula-
tion are native born vf miative parfuts; 30 per cent are nafive born _ |
of foreigr parents; and 20 per-cent are foreign born. The natiopali: =
tles' represénted by‘tlxe foreiguiers are Grerman, Dang; French, and

: e 9.
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Hungarian, the Germans predominating. Of the foreign born

“ represented in the industries the Hungasians predominate. This _
nationality furnishes the basic industries ¢ff the city with the greater .
“portion of “roustabouts ”’; that is, workmen who do common labor
of a rough and heavy nature.” =~ :

The fact that the industrial development of 'Elyria is of recent
date and has taken place to a certain extent against the wishes and
under the protests of the older residents has caused the location of
the industrial establishments near the outskirts of the city, in a direc-
tion’ west, northwest, or_northeast of the main residential district.
A scparate foreign settlement has developed which is called West
Heights, the dominant nationality of the settlement being Hungarian, .
"Elyria, however, has no slums and no congested district, and the
pressure of the problems which ordinarily affect an immigrant com-
munity is not so great as it otherwise would be. Th® problem of
educating the children of foreign-born parents and of educating the
parents themselves is an important problem, nevertheless.

The efforts that are mado to educate the foreign-born adults are
under semipublic auspices at the settlement house at West Heights,
where an active scéttlement worker, a kindergarten teacher of the
public schools, and a teacher in the manual-training department of
the night school are teaching classes in English and civics.

‘g The first school in Elyria was opgned in 1819, and the first church
was organized in 1824." There are now 15 chuithes, representing all
the principal denominations, a “Young Men's Christian Association
bullding, which cost $141,000, and a Young Woman’s Christian As-
sociation building, which cost $16,000. There are nine public-school
buNdings, a German school, two_Catholic schools, and one business
college. Oberlin College, only 6 miles distant, may be considered
one of the educational institutions of the Elyria comnunity. The
Elyria Memorial Hospital, representing an expenditure of $2; ,000, -
consists of a general hospital, Gates Home for Crippled Chil
and Nurses' Ildme. An additional $100,000 is now being espend
on buildings. The Elyria Library was founded in 1870\upon a be-
quest of Mr. Charles Ely. ’ -

Cascade Park, a beautiful natural park, is a place for recreation

- not only for the children of the city but far the adults as well. For
the wealthy inhabitants of the city there is a country club, which
maintains golf links, tennis courts, ete. In the city there are halls
maintained by the Elks, Knights of Columbus, and other social and

* fraternnl organizations ususlly Pound in cities. ’ _
. There ar¢ four'banks, which hdve on ‘deposit about $9,000,000; the

h}(:ommg'nity is by no méans a poor one.. The chamber of commerae,

%}cbfﬁ\r@poixsibl@ tea large ”fmlf for the growth Qf( the city, has
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commodious quarters in one of the principal buildings of the city
and employs a secretary and several clerks, :

gitls.  The principal products are steel, sheet steel, tubing, bolts,
nuts, screws, invalids’ chairs, dies, tools, enameled ware, hosiery,
electrical goods, chemicals, ammunition, automobile motors, etc,
The factories represent an investment of over $10,000,000 and their
total annual output is more than $9,000,000. Much is done by the
factories to insure the contentment and permanent residence of their

employees; and clubs, bowling alleys, lunch rooms, etc., are provided
In most cases. .

THE CITY OF ELYRIA, 11

There are 63 factories, employing 6,000 men and-300 women and




K Chapter I
SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS,

ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION,

1. The minimum cducational and professiona] standard for cle- -
‘mentary teacheps should be the completion of a four-year high-school
course and a two-year normal-school course.

9. Salaries of teachers should be increased and the salary schedule
revised, making the promotion of teachers depend upon improve-
lnonf ruther than upon length of service.

3. A card system for keeping a permanent record of pupils shonld
be mtrodnced. c
4. An attendance officer should be employ‘d on full time.

5. There should be more supervision in the clementary grades,
“luch can be accomplished by the employment of a supervisor for
the kindergarten and the first six grades and the employfient of a
supervisor for the junior high school. DProvision should be made
for the supervision of music and art. A cuponlsm, teaching part
time, should be emiploved o aupor\i\‘e the work in mannal arts, and
~one, teaching part time, to supervise the work in home economics.
School gardening should be under the supervision of the teacher of
agriculture, who should be employed for 12 months in the year.
?mx’ision should be made for playground supers ision.

6: A cost-accounting system should be introduced to show ex-
penditure for each buﬂdma and for each kiftd of school. _

7. The State tax law should be revised so that it would be pos-
sible for Elyria to obtain more funds for its schools.

8. The number of fanilures and the rather c\ce~swe 1ctn1dunon
could be reduced by—

(a) A course of study: better suited to the development and inter- <
ests of the children.

{)~More and better supervision, :

" (¢) The advanceinent of the teacher mth her class for three or
_four years. ~

(d) A: summer school for pupxls who have failed. .

(¢) The division of each primary grade into three or four groups
8 mstead of t.wo, 8o that puplls may be promoted more frequently.

o
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SCHOOL BUILDINGS.

1. The Washington, or old high-selioal building, should be recon-
-structed and renovated or else torn down and rebuilt.
2. Floors should not be scrubbed, but treated with Lot linseed oil.

3. Cement walks should be built. ‘

4. Humidifying devices should be provided.

5. All shades should be $emoved from north windows. :

6. Teachers in east rooms should be required to roll up shades in
the afternoons and those in west rooms should do so in the forenoons,

7. Conferences for janitors should be instituted.

8. Ventilation in mild weather should be improved when the fans
are not running. o )

9. More drinking fountains easily accessible’ to small children
should be provided. ‘ )

10. The method of seating which places children too far from the
front of the room should be corrected.

G SCHOOL.

(1) The three present curricula should be expanded into at least
six,. providing definite preparation for classicalygeneral, and scien- |
tific work in college, and for industry, commerce, agriculture, and
the home. . e ) .

(2) The board of education should issue a booklet giving detailed
information about these curricula and about the prospects of chil-
dren electing each kind of work; the booklets should be distributed
some time before a choice is to be made, so that teachers, principals,
parents, and children may lgve information upon which to choose. .

" (8) The principal should ke up with the teachers, through ob-
servation and in teachers’ meetings, the findings of this survey in
v+ regard to mechanical errors in teaching. :

(4) The board of education should make much more ample pro-
vision for teachers to visit the classes of other teachers. .

(5) The practice of giving one teacher a number of sections of
the same subject should be discontinued, and teachers should be en-
couraged to teach sections in several different classes and of several

closely allied subjects. We especially recommend that each teacher
'{mve at least one first-year class. =~ T
(6) A number of teachers’ merctings should, be given to 2’ cons,
sideration of the theoretical study of methods of teaching,
 (7) A regular system for purchasing books for\t}\e library should’
be devised ; the library should be cataloguéd and better supervised: .-+
(8). The.faculty should give consideration-to the system of mark-
. < ~ing, to.the end that there miay; be-more.unanimity, as to i dards,”

4
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(10) Thggap now existing between the elementary schools and
the high schools should be bridged by the interpolation of the junior
high school. .
\ , ELEMENTARY §CHOOLS,

Primary gradecs—1. The subject of reading should be adapted to

the individual pupil to a greater extent in order to lessen the failures
in the first grades. More freedom for the teacher is needed in her
use of methods and devices and a greater emphasis placed by her
on the reading lesson which trains for appreciation. .
Anthmetlc lessons are developed logically rather than pcda-
g,oglcally More application of number to measurement and con-
struction work is needed. Reduce the time given to this subject. ’

3. A definite, systematic assignment for .oral language should be
placed in every program. The teacher should “cultivate literary
appreciation and the art of story telling.

4, New songs and new methods are needed in the pnmnry singing
exerciscs, and the use of music as a mode of expression closely cor-
related with the subjects of study is recommended.

5. A closer application of phonics to the #pelling should be made
and emphasis placed upon the audltory image rather than the vnsual -
xmage :

6. Materials and ldequatc desk room should be provided to make,
effective the instruction in penmanship.

7. More varieties of material should be provided for seat work,
and a,carefully prepared program for this work extending through
at least one term of the school year should be prearranged by the
teacher in every grade.

8. There should be more spontanelty in games and greate§ oppor-
tunity for initiative in these exercises, 1 '

9. An assistant nurse should be employed to make the wo
'echool nurse wholly effective.

“10. Consideration should be given in the course of study to the
-out-of-school activities of the children in the lower giaded. These
interests should be collected and used as suggestlve material for the
daily program throughout the year.

11. A primary supervisor is recommended for these gradw, who
shall-be prepared to direct all the sub)ects of study enumerated in the
curriculum,

12. Kindergartens should: be reestabhshed and the work dome in

" them integrated with that of the primary grades. :
. Intermediate and (G aclwol grades.—lntroduce more of the_

of the




e —
r' CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS, 15

Recognize nature study as a distinct subject in the curriculum and
correlate especially. with language, geography, and gard®ning.

Reduyce the time given to formal grammar and correlate the work
more intimately with the othe school subjects and out-of-school
interests, . ' ) )

Adopt either a good series of spelling books or a standard word list.

Dispense with the teacher of penmanship and hold the classroom
teachers responsible for résults, . .

Vitalize the subject of geography through the adoption of a series
of geographical readers, through the use of geographica} magazines,
pictures, specimens, and observational astronomy, a ough a more
liberal use of globes and maps. '

Relate arithmetic more closely to the pupils’ interests in and out of
school; let the children weigh and measure; correlate later with earlier

" topics and develop thought fulness by studying how to solve.

In general, vitalize the work by enlisting' more generally the ac-
tivity of the pupils and by relating the school subjects more intimately
to those phases of the world -outside to Which they pertain.

CIVICS,

1. Provision should be made in both junior and senior high-school
periods (or grammar school and high school) for adequate instruc-
‘ tion designed explicitly to train for citizenship, and “adapted care-

fully both to the civic and social needs of the present time and to

the capabilities and experience of the pupils; and to this end the
social studies of the pericds in guestion shouid he thoroughly

reorganized. s .

2. Training for cttizenship should be recognized more definitely

" 85 & conspicuous aim of the entire work of .the elementary and sec-
ondary schools, involving the cultivation of civic hebits and traits
as well as civic intelligence; and instruction in all subjects, the in-
school and out-of-school activities of the pupils and the participa-
tion of the pupils in the control of such adtivities should be madg to
contribute to the fulfillment of this aim. -

3. A head of a department of social studies should be appointed
who shall be a director of the civic educational work of the scheels;
regular conferences of teachers of social studies and directors of
pupil activities should be provided for, and other means adopted for
the training and guidance of teachers in service for more" effective
methods of civic training. 5

%. Adequate provision should be made for the Americanization and
civic education of the foreign populntion, both through the channel
of the day schools and through evening.classed for adults: P

o 5A '_c_logei‘: _rgl_ati‘g;i;\ hould -be estsgb!is]}ed; betweenthe school afid

nity:in: fecofnition: of the: iterdepéndenca of, 100 per oerit
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N
pressed in a closer coordinition between the schools and the public
| library and ‘other public institutions, the use of the schools as com-
munity centers, further development of the parent-teacher associa-
tions, nnd the closer adaptation of schoo] work to actual community
needs .
- BCIIOOL AND HIOME GARDENING.

Ilementary schools—1. The high-school agricultural department
should .be the central ‘influence in the‘pronmtion and direction of
school-directed home gardening in the clemejtary schools-

2. The high-school teacher of agriculture should conduct practical
ufter-scRool classes for the training of home-garden teachers in the
grades. :

3. One regular grade teacher, after h‘l\mg received sufficient gar-
den training, should direct™the liome g gardening of the children in the-
school to which she is assigned. This work should be done after
school, on Saturdav‘ and-during the summer \nc‘ltmn, and the teacher

. shonld receive nddltmn.ll compensition for it.
- 4. A part-time garden teacher should be provided for each of the -
following schools : .Hamilton, Jeflerson, (x.lgo Franklin, McKinley. 1
One teacher should conduct the work in the Garford and Ridge ‘
%hools b

5. A careful record of the money value of the crops raised should
Jbe keptdin order to prove the financial as well as the educationul
success. .

6. The gardening s]muld be made as intensive as possible, and
should continue through the maximum number of days possible in
this climate.. Winter gavdening should be encouraged.

H#gh school—1. A course in*l iculture should be offered in the
high school instead of ¢électives 1 several courses, adopting the Mas-
sachusétts plan of arranging studies and home projects. -

2. A lngh -school instructor in agriculture should be employed for
"12 months in the year, who should also direct home' gardening of
elementary school pupils and train his assistants.

3. Extra compensation should be.provided for six grade tenchers
assigned to tedch gardening outside of regular school hours.

4 o< . MUSIC.

1. A manual and course of study for the elementary schools should
be prepared. The school board should provide copies of rote song
books for first and second year teachers, pitch pipes for all teachers,
*and: a liberal supply of music for high-school orchestra and glee
“clubs. Orchestral groups should. be developed m ‘the -elementary
sggchools. : .
ﬁ'; %‘?Requxrements in; musxc for elementnryz teuchers shoq]d be-i

O
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“econamics in the high school, and for night and special classes.

Junches to high-sehool teachers and students.

...+ 8. Provi
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3. In the high school there should be two periods a week of 45
minutes each devoted to chorus practice. )

4. There should be strict control over credit for music taken out-.
side of school. .
5. The high-school auditorium should be open ong night each

week for community chorus singing. . : .

6. It is desirable to have a piano for cach floor of each elementary
school, a reed organ and supplementary sQng hooks’in sets of 45 or
90 for each elementary school, and in the hjgh school a course in -
harmony and.a course in -musical appreciation and history, elective

three recitations a week with the saine credit as academic subjects.

“

ART.

L. The supervision of urt should be restored at the'earliest possible
moment.

2. Art work shonld appear in the cighth grade.

3. There should be better equipment and more supplies of teach-
ing artin the elementary schools. :

4. Some art study should be planned and continued throngh ‘the
grades that will create a love for the 'world’s best art, and some
acquaintance with the principles and facts underlying it.

5. Elective courses should be offered in the high school so that any
boy or girl may select, nnder guidanee, any work in drawing, design,
color, or any of the erafts that would be of service,

PV} >

HHOME ECONOQMICS.

1. Make of arts and crafts a separate elective course in the high
schqol, open to boys as well as girls, ‘

2. Give a prevocational aspect to the instruction in home economics.
in the grades and in the fisst high-school vear. o '
. 3. Make home economics a required subject for all girls from the
fi¥th grade to the first high-school year, inclusive, and an elective

in the second, third, and fourth high-school years. ‘ ¥
4. -Make the ngcessary changes gradually over a period of three
years. . .

5. When the new conditions are fully established, employ one su-
pervisor of home cconomics, teaching part time, six special teachers
of home making in the grades, and three special tegchers .for home

0. Shorten the noon intermissien for-high school, and provide hot

7. ‘Organize sfternoon and evening classes for adults and-for young |
-wbtqep,qmployed_dliri'pgthg day ™m0 Do AT T TR,
de morp sewing: machines, betfer equipment in

d, $nd Yoake spécified changes:in'the' use-of 1o
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9. Include laboratories fm home cc¢ onnn“cs in all pl.ms fm new
bmldm": 3
10. Construct a “ model (ottwv n tho Tungarian section of tho
ci® and equip a "practice apartment ™ in the high school,

ZUMANUAL TRAINING,

- Appoint a supervisor to have charge of all manual training and
voerdonal classes, with an assistant to direct the handwork-in grades
one to six. These two should give not more than lll]ff,llll(, to
t(':u:hin"

2.\ scheme of handwork fhroughout the grades should be care-
fully m;_'.ml/v«] with a tite .1“(»(111(‘11( ranging from 30 or 60 minutes
pér week in the first vears: to one-fifth or one-foprth uf thie present
school time in the upper gr: ades.

3. Some rebrganization of the clementary school conrse of study
is desirable in order to give handwork a due proportion of the
school time. !

The wanual arts should not be limited to general educational
aime, though these should reecive thg greatest cmphasis in the carfy
years. Beginning with the seventh school vear the prevocational aim
for mo~t children and the vocational aim for some childeen should
have definite 1‘10"11!“()” _

5. Shop and “Laborator v equipment should be adapted gradnally
to the new point of view, which conecives of problems ov projects
to lw waorked out by the |nip|]\

A Hibrary of the heét eurrent literatwre pertaining to the manual
;",\rt.\‘. voeational guidance. and voeational edneation, should be made
at once available to teachers and pupils. =%

VOCNTION AL EDUCATION,

1. Qt‘h(ml instriction, especially in shop and drawing, should de
related more (lollmtolv to real life situations and should function
“more definifely in |)xcpann0 voung peaple for living.

2 The wccml Six- -yenr vocational course and the technical voca-
tional. courses in the high <chool should be strengthened antd | ex-
tended, with the twofold aim of assisting young people to (‘hoos«,
and prepare for vocations, while at the same time preparing for in-
telligent citizenship and the discharge of m(tk\uluul und social obli-

gations. A ¢ :
3. Evening classes of the kinds ennmcntod shouhl l)e orgnm/cd
“for etﬂﬁoyod \\ml\cm A\ ok

4. Advisory committees nvprosantat.n ¢ of emplo)ers ﬁnd emplgyebs
#hould be organized. e

-5, Part-time day contituation schools should be m‘gamzed in cer-

t,nh: Jmes of business anqt m(klstrg: ; '
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e

FINANCES.

The chief obstacle to the adequate financing of (he public schools
of Elyria is the limitation imposed by State law on taxation. The
direct tus for operating expenses for all purposes—State, county,
city, and s¢hool—ig limited to 10 mills, with another:5 mills forin-
terest aud sinking fund. The tix levy for all school purposes may
not exceed in any vear 5 mills on the dollar of t:\kable"]iruporty in

D

the school distriet; the aggregate of all taxes levied by a municipal-
iy for corporation purposes may not exceed 5.mills; the aggregate
of all taxes for township purposes may not exceed 2 mills.

The levy in Elyria s up to the 15-mill Liniit. distributed K% fol- A
= lows: Stage, 0045 mill county, L85 miJl¢; township, .02 mill; road ®
district, 257 mills; school, 3.5 mills for general purposes, 1.053 mills
mterest and sinking fund ; city, 3.34 mtlls far general purposes. 2.135 =™
mills interest and sinking fund, 0.1 il fldod-emergency.  For tha S
past three years the tax for the road district and for interest and
sinking fund has reduced the 10" mills, leaving only 9.146 wmills in
1984 5036 mills.in 1915 and 9.16 mills in 1916 for the State, county,
T city."and school, .

Whéi the tax pate for Elyria, both for city andeschool purposes,
is compated with that of other cities of about the same size as Elyria,
it is Tonrf® to be low, as nay.be noted from the following table:

/ Taxr vate on cach $100 assessed r:ul;mlion..
FOR SCITOUL PURPOSES, - R SCHOOL PUBIOSES-—Contd,
Duboix, P “Tonawandn, N. Y___________ I T
Muscntine, Iowa___ Hockensnele, N Jo_s_____ . T .06
-Fargo, N, l)a\k_.t,__‘___--._f-- 0 Missoula, Mont _______________ 05
East Chivago, Ind__ Connefsville, Tnd_.____________ 02
Beaver ‘¥alls, av_______ . Bethlehem, Pa ________________ .ON
Meadville, Pa ____...______ Trinidad, Colo ___.________ . ]
8p
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. 3
Tdu rate wi cuchod I asseesed roluation - Continued.
. o

ttalﬂe shows’ for thesc cities the tax rate on estimated real wenlth.

The followin

. ; 3
7 SToR senool, |-l'm'usr:s'w(-ﬁlml. i FOR GENERAL CITY PURIOSES—Coir],
IR BN ' ] .
C mh'l.w Mie I|.__'_-.__t___r__'__"_“Q(l SO of dackson, Miss ool st L $1G3
\Il-u\"f'.lll\ Sobwkooo oL LT dlarshubl, Tex_ L& _s Lol L 1B
Plintield, N, eelR 0TS L Greenville, Misso oo o___._ o L
‘nus‘-m. . \'n._.f ______ o L2 iunlunnll( | ETT) I S B
:r:u'|u<..-|;k-_r';n.____"__;,_ e T e, Mieh L N
Lhwrenee, Kanso ol _ N 0 68 *ﬁmltnnhurv S G 1,23
Turehinsor, sKins oo~ ______ .61 Missouba, Mont___________.____ | B}
“Adrian. Mivh ‘_f_____"_; _____ a0 G2 | Helena, Mont oo _____ voroe 1020
]'.lel)ll:l foans____ 2 ‘____.,__' {('.1) Musentine, Iowa . __ - 1,22
TRoise, Fledn o ___a oL e g0 | Meadville, [ S . T 172
Chickasha, kL& __._._.___ .60 | Beaver tulls, Ia . N R
Melmse, Mass. .. ______ L o0 Hentlerson, Ky_____._._.____.i~1.15
Winfleld, »Kanx -.--‘ ___________ iy .\lt»rl'i~1|»\\'lb Nodo; L8
Irenwood \ln’h _____________ ] Botse, Waho - - ___________. o7
Lendergon, Ky S0 | Chicknsli, OKl . go oo oo __ 1.6
Athens, (7:1 e T Trinltad, Cola __‘,'r_) _________ 1. (0)
l',‘_lf/rirl. (JI‘;M, oo g Homestead, o o oo 1.0
Plqua, "Obijo_:l 7. A Sionx Fadlso SObwk ool o
Middieton, Ohio__________:_ 1| Bloemfiell, No b2 s .07
Marshodl, Téx______________27 T30 BetWlehem, Paeo oo )
;] L, 40 Greenshang, oo oL YR €]
Sandusky, g 287 Aelgian, Mich oo ___ LNT
Greemville, \h,\.\ ______________ a0 | Emporia, Kans_. o ______ ¢« N7
Setmr, Al ______ '_. ol o Broaddoek, Pa o . ... .8
Juckson, Missoa oo " 80 | Hackensack, Nodooe 82
L o ron (‘P‘\":l.(\'l Y prreoses, Hutehinson, K . ey S
N S B ;“""._ Winfield, Kans__...__________ .72
Fargo, N",‘lek__' ______________ $A61 | Hehua, e " .70
East Chleaga, Tnd. o 2 __ ] ‘B Lavwrence, Kans oo ______ .G
Dubaig, Iu-_-___________”__‘_ '1 My Tronwood, Mich . ____ 62
Gosheri, ﬂyd - _________.‘___- Elpria, Ohio 56
Athens, Gy : Maglettn, Ohjo______ 47
Lewisgennrr, Tiuho____________ " | Parkershurg, W. ¥a .4
Tonawvanda, N, Y l‘uirumnt W, Vao__._C AU .10

\ more nearly oqmtnlrle 'omp.luénn of tax rates i different cities

18 on real wealth ratheg thane on nssessed valuation, since there is no
umfmmltv throughout the country and but very little in the same
Stite in nssessn;Moporty; The ehief dnﬂl&llty in making a com-
is the fact that few city ofticials know the real

valuation of their cities. Superintendents in several cities of less
* than 25,000 populatipn Imve furnished this buveau with statistics
giving the estimatad w caltir of their respective cities.

®
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Keokuk, Towa ________________ $0.98 y Adrian, Mich___________ - $0. 52
Slonx Fally, S, Dak___________ ST | Purkersharg, W, Va__.________ .49
THomestead, Voo T2 | Mutehinson, Kynso_____*__ 4
Dabois, Vo _______ N oo e o STO N Elpria, Ohioo______________ . L6
Miadville, Vi . .63 Pigun, Ohio_________________ .43
Plainfiol, N J____ . ________ SO Mavkato, Minn_______ .40
osise, - Whoo oo _________ <60 | Henderson, Ky______________ _ .39
Chickasha, Okln 260 Fargo, No Dako__o_ .23
Cadlltae, Mich LG0 | Kelmn, Ao oo R .21
Tomawanda, N, Y COS Marshall, Tex_o____ T R .20
Praddock, Ta____._______ s AT Ghreemvilte, Miss . _____________ .20
Thelena, Mowt_________________ <03,
>

ADMINISTRATION AND 'SUPERVISION,

Tar rate for school purposes on $100 cslimuled r("ull‘vr('ullh.

v

A further comparison i~ made with a group of cities of hetween
20000 and 50,000 popul:nli(m.‘s]m\\'ing the tax rate on assessed and
estimated real valuation for the eity and the school corporation,
The «data, exeept for Elyria, ave from the United States Census
]{?)m‘t for 1915, N

Tear rate on asscssed valuetion,

FOR MO0 PERPOSES, 0 LUk GENERAL CITY PURPOSES,
oltet. T oo S3.73 | Lbncoln, Neheo_______________ .80
Lincoln, Nebw___.____________ 350 | Cedur Rapids, Towa ‘361
Codar Rapids, Town._________ 353 | Stous o Yowao___ . 3.04
Sioux City, Town_____________ 307 | Jekiet, I __________ 2.02
Jopling, Moo X L0 | Butte, Mont.. _ 1.52
Springtiedd, Ko ______________ LI2 | Amsterdam, N Y_______ : 1,561
Fverett, Wash_______________ 1.15 Jopting Mo_____ . - 1.50
Pasadenn, € ______________ 10T CAustin Tes. .o "1.50
Terre Haute, Tnd ____________ 1. 64 Everett, Washo_______________ 1. 36
Mount Vernon, N, Y__________ H Fresno, Cato___________ 120
Amsterdanmy,*N, Y ___________. .95 Pasaddena, Cwl_______________ 1.09
Fresno, Calo__________s______ LI Springfield, Moo el 117
Jutte, Mont ___________ seieca. L TO [ Terre Haute, Ind.______._____ 118
Litte Roek, Arb___._______ .70 Mount Vernon, N, Y i ___ 1.923-
Wichitn, Kahs______________ .G Wicldtn, Kans ___________.__ - .93
CFHet, Micho o ______ <62 | Fackson, Mich__.____________ .00
Kaltimaz8d, Micho___________ ¢# .59 [ Flint, Mich_________________ .90
Huntington, W, Ya___________ .55 | Nuskogee, Okl _____________ e
Springfield, Ohlo_____________ <01 | Lorafn, Ohlon.o______________ .68
Muskogee, Okla_____._________ .60 .p Colorade Springs, Colocw ... .87
Colorado Springs, Colo_._____ . 50 Huntington, W, Va___________ .04
Elyria, Ohio - . 455 | Springfield, Ohlo,____________ .63
TLorenin, Ohlo.__._._ .35 Kulnmazoo; ‘Mich [V ¢ )
Austin, Tex <83 | Blyria, Qkla____.____ ——— 53
IR Littlog Rock, Ark__._________ 7,
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° FOR SCIQOL. PURPUSES. FOB GENERAL CITY PURPOSES.
Joliet, M1_______ . $1.23 | Amsterdam. N. Y _________._. $1.17
Cedar Rapids. Towa_____-.___ 08 | Austing TeSeooomooomm o 1.13
Stoux City, Towa___________.__ .81 | Cedur Rapids, Towa _____._. 1.00
Mount Vernon, N. Y______.___ o 01 Mount Vernon, N, Y__.______ .08
Lincoln, Nebr___ . _____ .74 | Wichita, Kans . ___________ L5
Amsterdam, N, Y_____________ LT3 | Jackson, Micho oo ________- .00
Wichita, Kans oo ___ .G | Flint, Mich_o ... .00
Terre Huaute, Ind_____________ .62 Sioux City, Jowa__________2_. .83
Flint: Mich __ ________ e .62 | Fresno. .Calo__ . .- .78
* Joplin, Mo .- - .60 | Lincoln. Nebro___ o .. .78
Kalamazoo., Micte___...______ .39 | Pasadena. Cal____ eem LT3 .
Springfield, Mo ._____________ .58 | Terre Haute, Ind____._____ .G% ~
¥resno, Cal o ____ .54 | Lorain, Olio 08
Pasadena, Calo_______________. .52 | Joliet, Moo _________ SR .67
Springfield, Ohio _____________ LB1 | Colorado Springs, Colo___._. .67 .
Colorado Springs, Colo________ .50 Springfield, Qhioo.__________ .63
Jackson, Mlely oo eeeo- .48 Kalamnzoo, NMich __.________ S ¢ U
Everett, Wash __ . .46 | Joplin, Mo oo .GO .
Elyria. Ohio_______ . . ______ 455 L Butte, Moot o< .61
Huntington, W, Ya_______.__. 44| Springtield, Mo________._. . .59
Muskogee, OKkla - . . _____ « .38 | Elyria, Ohio _________.__ foam LI5T0
-Littte Rock, Ark__ - ____ .35 Muskogee, OFla - ____________ Y
Loraln, Ohlo_______ . ______ .83 | BEvevett, Wath o ___T_________ o4
Austin, Tes. o _____. 25 | Tuntingon, W, Vao s _____ .31
Little Rock, ArK_.o____.__- .25 :

- pared with the Tate in other cities.
- When compared with these cities Elyria has a little more than the

Ta2 rate on eack $100 estimated real valuation,

From the foregoing table it will be noted that the tax rate in Elyria,
both on assessed and on estimated real valuation, is low when -cow-

average amount of wealth for each dollar of tax raised for school
purposes. : : .

"By meangpl a questionnuire addressed to some city superintenderits’
in different sections of the country it has been made possible to present
fairly accurate data for a few cities regarding thd amount of tax
raised for school pueposes per child in avérage daily attendance. The
following table shows these facts for a list of cities selected at
random: . . °
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Asmount of tarcs raised for school purposes pfr pupil,

Missoula, Mont_______________ $81. 21
Lakewood, Ohio_____________ 73.11
Stoux Falls, S. Dak__________ 68, 54
Trinidad, Colo _______________ 07.37
Morristown, N. J_____________ 5242
Keokuk, fowa______ R - e 52.00
Fairtnont, W, Va_____________ *51. 80
East Chieago, Ind_.__________ 561. 59

Fiwzo, N Dak_oooo___________
Hackensack, N. J

Buise, Tdaho

In this list Elyria ranks below the median,
Again Elyria may be compared with other cities as to the cost per
pupil based on average daily attendance on current expenses.!

Cost per pupil, 1915-16., for elementary and Righ school cownpared with“that in
certain viher cilics vecognized as having good schivols?

Hibbing, Minn. _____________ £108. 80
Montelair, NoT_o_____________ 83.00
Albambrs, Cal ___._________ 0.3

Sonth Orange, N).--_-,,.--_ 73.24
-Eveleth, Mion _ @« __ 69. 35

Boise, Tdaho®_______________ T 63,50
Stuekton, Cal ______________ . 60.80
Everett, Wush ______________ 58, 84
Alamedn, Cab _______________ 68,84
Hougliton, Mich ____________ Y
Tead, K Dak_.______________ 67.59
Bloomfield, N. J_____________  15g a9

When compared with these 22 representative school systems the

cost per pupil in Elyria is low,

S5 e = ]

Plainfield, N, J_.____________ $45.91
Elyria, Ohio ._____.__________ 347

Parkersburg, W. Va__________ 44. 64
Hutchinson, Kans____________ 41. 40
Adrian, Mich ________________ 42.48.
Melrose, Mass________________ 42. 03
Beaver Falls, I'"a_____________ 41. 28

$31.47
50.70 -
50. 45
50. 10
49. 39
Nutley, N, J_o.______________ 48. 03
Fresno, Cal ________._______ 48.18
Lewiston, Idaho - ______, —s. 48.90°
Elyria, Ohio________________ 46.77 3
Beverley, Mass _____._______ 47.18 .
Rlchmon(lL Ind 44.04 .
Kenosha, Wis_______.______ 42, 87

More. evidence might be presented to sho&-ffhnt comparatively
Elyria is spending less than other cities that maintain good schools.
The table on 'page 34 shows that salayies paid to teachers in Elyria
are not high.when compared with those in other cities. L
, From these comparative data and frpm observations made of school
cofllitions in.Elyria, the committee believe that school expenses in
Elyria are too Jow. ‘As a resul€of the limidations imposed by the law
the board of education has found it necoss:{r)' to discontinue seven
kindergartens, one special school for backward and defective chil-

dren, one playground supervisor,

special teachers 6f music, drawing,

physical training, sixth-grade manual training, and to reduce the
timo of the supervisor of penmanship to onc half ;ime.‘_lt has -glso

e ——. ey Y
‘Currqnt“ex_penm Ynclude cost of ‘salacios; ‘supplics, ang. expenses -for: Jnstructioh ag‘p(

operation, sod malntenance of school plants

I The oltics were selected bofors It wai knows whit WS the cast per puplt-in eack

) oy ©3

P 2
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¢

been necessary to crowd some of the high-school work and to omit the
appropriation formerly made by the board of education to the city
library, which has been rcndonno excellent senue to the schools and»
to-the city. ~

It is doubtful whether there are many persons in Elyria who |

think the school board has been extravagant. Some have thought
that-the addition of the technical high school was a mistake. For a
discussion of this phase of the school system see page. —, vocational
education. That chapter shows the schools should have more, not
less, work in industrial subje

The school board, the chamber of commerce, and others deplore
the fact that so many activitics of the sthools had to be discontinued,
It was only a question of whieh to eliminate. The school board's
estimate for the year was $40,000 more than was allowed by the board
of estrmate. This was not allowed, becanse the city had reached its
taxing limit of 15 mills. ‘

The question arises: Does the board of estimate apportion a fair
share of the taxes to the schools? The following table presents the
percentage of the city funds apportioned to the schools in certain
citics, and the comparison shows that the board of edueation of
LElyria receives its just proportion of the tax receipts, when judged
by the stindards of other cities of the sume clygs.

. Inthe median city 44 per cent of the city funds are for’ echool pur-

e posewn Elyrm 45 per cent are for- school purpoges. It nppeurs, there:

g, S ]
Tt q, e e T ’*"Q, SLACTN SR s
SR 5 - » : oy ,-,;., <2 N
Pring & »\e; It G PR S T ek 3
- ,a,_ Ry §, oo? L B AR codg T o
E 5 . i . o g o far s ™ L
¥ 4 oA 3 O3 %

e
Pereentaye of city funds apportioncd to xchools. ///'
) Per cent., : o I‘\'r\wpt.\//

Faivinont,- W, Va___ 2 ________ 0.64 | Fast Chicago, Ind_____________ 0.43
Muscatine, lown o . ___.._ ceee 09 | Missoula, Mout oo______f . __ .. 43
Dubuis, Pa - LS Winfleld, Ransoo .43..
Homestend, - . oo aaol .94 | Goshen, Ind ___ 42
Hackensack, N. T .54 | Adrian, Mich _Z BT
Parkersburg, W. Vao o ocrcne 04 | Emporia, Kanso__ oo _____.____ .40
Beaver Falls, ao . __________ 02 | Spartanburg, 8, Cooxooo .o .40
Mendville, o e Lo | Temewanda, No Yoo ___ .80
Bethlehem, P ocecceccaos .50 | Fargo, N, koo oo .83

.~ Lawrence, Kans____.______ I .49 | Chkkasha, Okla _._____________ .36
Greensburg, Pa A8 | Tewiston, Tdnho o ____._ .38
Marletta, OWMo. ... <47 | Bolre, Tdaho.___.___________ . .3
Trinidad, Col0-ocac e coaae e .47 | Bloamtield, NV _____ .a5
Warren, OO ool A0 | Melrore, Mass o ______ .30
Tlutehinson, Kans, oo 46 | Selon, Ala______________.____ .30
Piqua, Ohto_ . e .40 | DPlalnfledd, N Y________ Lo v oo .20
Braddock, I8 -coeommm oo , 45 | Athens, Groceeeei__ 2.0 .2
Klyria, OR¥O_ .- e ean .45 | Mankato, Mion ________________ .24
Tronwood, Ml e -, 45 | Murshall, Tex_ ... S NI B
Stoux Falls; S, Dak oo .- .44 | Greenville, Mlss-----. ___________ 9
Morristown, N Jocme a4
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M}la’)—l(} was $34923.  The average monthly enrollinent
was 583, Thegost per high-school pupil was there fore $39.90. Dur-

increased much more rapidly than
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fore, that the schools in Elyria aré receiving o fair share of the city
funds.

‘The problem is, nevertheless, {0 cbtain more money for the schools.
The possible increas¢ under the present law isonly 0.045 mills. This
slight increase, would, however, on the present valuation of $24,000,-
000 yield $10,800 additional. That would support the kindergartens
or some of the other services of the schools that hgve been discon-
tinned. A decrease of a half mill on the road tax would mean a
few miles less of gpod toads, but if that half mill were applied to the
schools it would mean much to the children of Elyria. o

The question has been raised whether the attendance 3t the Elyria
High School of pupils from outsice the schaol district i not impos-
ing a financial burden on {he city. According to the I\ws of the
State of Ohio no more shall be chyrged ronresident high-school
pupils per capita than the amonnt ascertained by dividing the total
expenses of conducting the «hool, cxclusive of permanent improve-
ments and repair, by the averagze monthly ¢nrollment.

To arrive at the exact cost per pupilin the high school is difficult,
since many items of expense for clementary and high schools have
not been. kept separate.  Salaries for inftruction and supervision,
which constitute the greater portion of high-school expenditures. are’
known exactly, but the amount expended forfuel and supplies is not
separately recorded. The total running expenses of thé-high school

ing4he past yearye sehool board raised the high-school tuition from
$50 to %9 per annuk. or to ipproXimately the cost per pupil based -
on average monthly enrollment, - It is doubtful vwhether the board
can legally charge mueh more” If clementary and high school ne-
counts were kept separately, ns they should be, the cost of rumning
the high school might be known exactly. , .

. The question may be raisedas to whether property in Elyria is
assessed at full value. If itis so.assessed, values have not incrensed
in nearly the same broportion as the population. ¥n 1912 the aver-
age daily schqol attendance was 2,068, and in 1916 it was 2,395, or an
increase of 25 per cet, which is probably the rate of increase in the
population of Elyria.~In 1912 the assessed valwtion of the city was
§22,315,460, and in 1016 it was $24,500,000, or an increaseof only
J per cent.  In 1912 the-arnount of assessed wealth per child in aver-
age daily attendance was $10,790, and in 1916.it was $9,441, or a
decrease of 12 per cent. These have been years of rapid increase of’
wealih throughout the United States and. of great. prosperity for,

Elyria. It is probable, therefore,” that the wealth. of the’ \_to'w)r'x'\‘lw,.s:*e

.the population; S

The_ assessment

R

should!

arefully:exsimined

s i
s
o
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assessed at full value. If the assessed valuation were increased only
$1,000,000, the schools could at the présent rate obtain about $5,000
more revenue, which® would pay the salaries of the special super-
visors and of others whose services have been discontinued. If the
assessed valuation were increased. the rate for the road district and
the city might possibly be lowered and the rate for schools increased
to its highest hmit. One method of obtaining ore funds is to in-
crease the assessed valuation.

The logical solution, however. of the problcm of financing the city
and the city school distriets in ()lno is'to repeal the present tax law
and permit cities to levy more than 10 mills for current expenses, 1f

the State legislature considers that city ofticials should not be empow-

ered to levy more than 10 mills. it <hould at least permit the electors
of a city to vote whether the tax rate can be more than this amount.
The people of any city can surely. be trusted not to tax themselves
beyond their willingness to pay and should be permitted to support
as generously as they will the schools for the education of their
i children. -

Coxts within the system.—When compared with 235 other eities, the
ratio of the cost per pupil in high school ta cost per pupil in the
elementary grades i5 about the average. as may Le seen from the
follm\m" table: :

(‘ont per pupil in hi//h se-houl to $1 of cust in ("l( mentary school,

Firginta, Mion. oo ________ 337 | Champaign, 10 oo _____. £1.67
foomfield, N, .J_______ _ 2.67 | Eilyria. Ohio __ ________________ 1.66
Ironwomsd, Mich__.. e 258 Beverly, Mass_____..____.______ 1.63
East Chicago, Il ___ o234 | Moline, TNooo el L. 160
Kenosha, Wis__.._..._ —- 2,33 | Leavenworsl, l\'nns____________ 1.59
Rediunds, Cnl_________ e 230 | Mackensaek. NS ______ 1w
Wanst, Wis oo ... 2,18 ] Attleboro, ‘“.l.\.\ _______________ 1.51
Ithacn, N, Y oo~ 212 | Alameda, Cal _______________. L4
' Momio, Gil. oot 2.11 | Qloncester, Mass_____.__. e 1.37
WinstoneSalem, N, C._______._ 2,00 | "‘Burlington, Town__.______ S BN
Long Beach, Col____._________ L | Danbury, Conne ool o ___ 1,22
Owenshoro, Kyou o ooee o . 1.8 | Munele, Ind_eeo o _______. -~ 116
Bristol, Conn. (median) ______ 1.81 . o

‘The generally accepted ratio is 2 to 1. . .

Elyria is spending less for instriction and more for maintenance’
than the median for 44 other cities of between 10,000 and 25,000
populatioh, as may be noted from the following table, which shows
3 the per oent each item of cxpendlture is of the whole:

o BElyria. In 44 cities,
g O'Qnrul control....- P 3.0 4.5
", Instruction 0 ! memeeeaia 16.2 80.0

25 Mnlntenance and opemtlon of plant g 11’ 4. 15.0
Tt - i 3
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ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION, 2

For comparison of cost per high-school subject see page 112,

That there may be paore definite data in the office of the superin-
tendent of schools regarding costs, it is recominended that the clerk
of thie board keep his accounts to show unit costs. ' L

The cost of fuel per 1,000 cubic feet, in each building should be
known. If it is costing much more to heat 1,000 cubic feet in one
building than in another, an investigation should be made to dis-
cover the cause. If the current expendi{uge is more?per pupil in one
building than in another, why? The:&gz?re some of tlhe problems
that a unit cost accounting system would present.

The following table contairis comparisons of certain fiscal jtems
in 1912 and 1916:  ~ ~

o - . .

Comparison wf fiscal ifems Jor fire-year period ending duyust 31, 1916,

. . o Por mﬁt
poo1m2 - 1916 ofin-
' i creass,

Bchool tax rata(mitls). .o.......o....
Average dailv attendunce. .
\g‘;tal expenditure

(<4
o

nducting schools (curr
nterest paid.........,....

Revenue from other souroes.. ...

Valuation of preperty....,. [ T

Wealth per c{:il in average dailv'altendance. ... .. .- |

Cost per pupit for condurting schools based on average daily attend-
ance, excluding capital outlays and debt Sorvice 3

seepBann

g

" a

ry

=i

- e
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THE 8CHOOL BOARD, -

City beards of education in the State of Ohio are organized under
a general statute which provides that in cities of less than 50,000
population the board of education shall consist of not less than three
nor more than five members, elected nt large.  The law provides-that
members of school boards shall be clected in 6dd years for a term of
four years. ‘In Elyria the board consists of five members, the term

of two members expiring at the
at the end of the next: County,

end of onp biennial period and three
State, and National elections are held

_in even years. The purpose is to divorce
tions, so far as possible, from the dominati

because of their party affiliations.

school election; - “Under the present proy
. hew mienibers-to be ; e

State or National candidate or issue, so that the local offices may be
filled with men selected because of their qualifications rather than

A better provision would be for five members elected at large for
o term of five years with a member elceted each year at.a special,
isipn-:it?is‘ Ppossible for three s .

school and municipal elec-
ng influence of some strong

L4
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tirely reverse the policy of the board and of the superintendent. Tt
usually takes about a year for a new member of a city school board
to lewrn what the function of a school board is. By electing ane
member a vear he will, if a new member, have an opportunity of
becoming acquainted with school conditions by the time another

new quember is elected.  This plan is considered safer, since it pre-

vents sudden breaks in the poliey of a hoard and makes continuous
development more certain, ’

Powers and duties—The State Inw gives the school board full and
complete power over the schools. It has no power, however, to levy

taxes nor to fix the amount of money to be appropriated ; but after

the funds havé been appropriated to the school board, it has full
puwer to use these funds.for school purposes.as in its judgment seems
best,

Relation te the superintendent—A\ most commendable feature in
the administration of the Elvria schools is that the schoo] board
plaees full responsibility on the supcrintendent, )

Until recently the_school board has employed a director of sehools,
as the State law perinits. This oflice was responsible directly to the
scheol board and not to the board through the superingendent. The
law empowered him to appoint, subject to the approval of the board,
_all employees except teachers. supervisors, principals, supcrinlcnd‘qnt
of inctruc(ion, and clerk of the board, to have the care and custody
of all préperty of the school district. real and powona] (exeept

moneys), to oversce the construction of buildings in the process of
erection and repairs, to advertise for bids, and purchase all supplies’

authorized by ‘the board. By granting the director these duties and

. making him responsible directly to the board there were™two execu-

tive oflicers—the superintendent of instruction and the-director, or
‘business manager. ' -t

When the office of director of schools was established the thought
of the school board no doubt was that there is no relation between
the educational and business matters of the board. There can be no
such divorcement. _The purpose of the school is to educate children.
‘Every phase of the administration of the schools must have this end
in view. The superintendent should have general supervision of
even the pnrch'l%c of.supplied and the crection of buildings,

management of the schools in the hands of the superintendent. There
‘aré no longer two cxecutive heads. The director has been retained as
clerk of the board .and as business agent. His dutics are still practi-
cally the dame 08 they were as director, but he reports to the board

~ through the supermtendent and is subject to the orders of the supcr-
' 'nten,dent in" busmem mntters, ]ust as pl'mmpals and superv;sors Aro -

>

The Elyria school board has therefore wisely placed the entire
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The members of the school board say that they employ a superin-
tendent to conduct the schools, that they give hiin much freedom,
amd hold him responsitde. The minutes of the board for
three years were examined, and this statement is borne oug
fact that the superintendent’s name is frequently mentioned ak- |
ing this or that recommendation. e has recommended the clection
of f(*:)('}wrs,clmnges In the course of study, transfer of teachers, and
the adoption of textbooks, This policy of the board in giving full
boewer to the superintendent in these matters is in accord with the

present tendency in school administriation. It would be much easier
for a superintendent who has no other interest than that of holding
his position or of drawing his salary to permit the school board to
select teachers and textbooks on its own initiative, but the, superin-
tendent who wants to secure results and to earn his salary is willing
to assume all the responsibility., o

A point worthy of commendation is that individual board merpbers
do not listen to th complaints of parents and others, but refer them
to the snperinlond\xentc If the complainant is not s-tisfied with the
decision of the superintendent. he may appeal to the school board as
a” board. - This is the only workable policy for a school board to
adopt,  Individual members of school boards should never attempt
to settle diflicultios between pupils and teachers or parents «and
teachers, nor to dictate policies to teachers or principals.

ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION.

(4

the past three vears there has been~én an average, one special nieet-
ing,each month. The length of the board meetings is usnally from
one to two hours, sometimes more than two hours, Every important .
'pmp'osition 1s discussed at length.  Often there occurs in the min-
utes of the boapd the senterce, “After a thorongh discussion of the
question tlie roﬁl was called.” Though there are several standing -
committees, the reports of (hese committees are usnally discussed. in
board meetinig, o .

There are on the Elyria school Loard the following committees:
Finance, buildings and grounds, sanitation and hygiene, textbooks,
advisory. It is doubt ful whether a board ef five members that em-
Ploys expert exccutives necds any standing committees, However,
from a study_ of the miduies of the board and from conversation
‘with members of the board and its clerk, there is no evidence that
these commiittees have undertaken to do the work for which the hoard
employs an executive officer ; hor is there any evidence that ‘these
committees have. furnished the board with informn(t)i:?/ﬂmt'bould
© not have been provided by the superintendent of schoofs. ‘

the

. .mitted to the entire board for-its cdréﬁtl}s_tﬁdy.-}{I‘hg".clerk-" of

The school board holds a regulur meeting once a month. During - -

. The budge¢ should be ‘prepared. by the ,sup_e_rinte_nde.nt\an&-'subiﬁ‘?- :

£

board -should, sof: course, assist in preparing”th
X xe T g ! '
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-perintendeat and the business agent should: report to the d the
conditicn of buildings and grounds and have authority to hake all
needed repairs without having to comsult a committee. Fhe super-
intendent should colleet information throngh the school physiciay
and the school nurse log.udmo‘ the sanitation of the buildihgs and
;‘epmt to the board, - =

Textbooks should be adopted by the board -only on the recom-
mendation of the superintendent. Ile ¢an recommend to a board of

" five as well ax to a committee of three, ° -

Every committee could be abolished without lessening the effi-
ciency of the board us a legislative body. The schoal board is small
and should act as a committee of the whole, Each member of the .
board should be informéd upon every phase of the school work, and
not only upon one phase, if he is to vote intelligently upon all meas-
nres, Though there has appigently been no abuse of the committee
organization of the Elyria school b}mn,lvgherc are no valid reasons
for its continuance, :

The electors of Elyria have. as a rule, e]ootcd men and woméen as
school hoard members who ave well known for their interest in publie
affairs or for their ability as business managers. The present board
is compos«d of four men and one woman. They have shown their
interest in education by giving their ¢ime .m(l attention to the sc]moh
often at a sacrifice of their own private business interests.

FLEMENTARY TEACHERS,
The generally recognized educational and professional standard.
; for elomentarv teachers is fonr years' high-school work and two
years’ normal-school work. When ‘measured by this standard the
schools. of Elyrin fall short. The amount of schooling ‘the ele-
mentary teachers of IXlyria have had beyond the eighth grade aver-
ages only 4.8 years, including all attentlance in high schools, State
normal schools, city nm'm:ll courses, summer schoels, and oxtonsion
- COurses. ' '
The following table shows the nuniber of years’ ' attendance beyond
the eighth grade on the part of the several téwhorq

2to 3 © 3 tod 4t05 5to 6 Gio 7 . Tto8
-yenrs years years years - years yeurs
-3 ) 3 29 21y .4 o 9

Only 10 cl&¥mentary. teacheys have had two years' professibnal
work beyond' the high schiool, 24 one year's wotk, and 15 of the luttcr N
. number have had but little more than the wmk nﬁcred in the one- '
. year-city normal coursg, a-term at a-sumser school or an extension.
- G urse.’ Those who ha\e a0t hnd the city noxmnl course or who have

o
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not graduated from a regular normal school have usually had two
or three terms of ‘suniner school work and several years) extension
work. s _

The following table shows how Elyria ranks with 28 other citieg,

(2 ghth grade:

Average nmuhrr’n/ vears of schooling beyond the cighth grade,

il
. Years® ” . Years
schooling i . schooling
Cities Popula- | leyond | Cities Topuln. ¢ beyond
k jtion, 19104 clemen- | A tion, 1910." ¢l¢inen-
tary i . tary
grades. |i , grades.
11" {l l E
Norinlk, Nebroo L] 6.000 s Avrora M. ... L 30,000 | 54
“nu-{nmlv ,\Iknnll”. ..... . S, 107 i 4 ) 4'3;'011\\'01’!)1, Kans I! s 10000 5.4
orcan Vark 11, ., | 4, 0Nk 6.3 ehster Groves, . .00 5.2
* Whuing, Ind’.. Ioae 6.0, Mishawaka, .. T2 52
\}'irmrlk;u, Hi,.. | 'l_l]p 6.0 It Noblesville, Ind ‘ 5,000 . 49
Gallipolis, Ofa. | 5, 560 6.0 4 Rocklord, INN. .. 45,000, 4.9
(Uf')fm\illx, ‘Mo i 4,252 5».8 l| Joliet, ‘gh | :Lz,lm i . 4.8
“hfton, Ariz 4,000 5.7 0 Elyra, Ohin. ... . 14,000 4.8
Duielas, Ar l 6,000 5.6 ) South Tiend, T’ 53000 48
Oak Uark. 1L 14,000 5.6 || Son Antonio, Tex. . DG,NWP 8
Rassell, Kans d Q000 | - 5.0 l. Mount Carroll, 1, . 7,000 4.7
Eust Chicago, In | 1000 5.5 | Granite City, ... . 10,000 1 43
o i ) b

A

Measured by the.st:mdgrds maintained in 2 majority of these cities
Elyria ranks low, falling in the lower fourth, or s&yen-tenths of g
yeav less than the median and one vear fess than the upper quartile.

Asa further companeon the following table, showifig the per cent
of vears’ attendance bevond the eighth grade on the part of the
elementary teachers of Elyria and of 24 cities in Arizona is presented

§

I'er cent of atteadanee l)t‘]l!ll)l’ the cighth grade by clementary .I.r_avhcu.

~
o s 11102 ] 2t03 [3t0s | 4108 ! 5166 | 6107 | 7108 |, ah’ e
(eUURR 1 year.| YO8T3- | years. | years.| veurs. | vears. | years. | yrars, | 3 Y Mg y(:ail"n
b [P
Por crut of F,Iyrin'_l , l

teachers.. . ... .. f 0 4.0 4.9 475 2.8 6.6 o B 0o

Pér cent of tenchers ’ ’ | o .
a2 4\rimnn<‘il(os.‘ 0.4 | 1.6 5.5 ’ 3.9 1.3 i 2.6 3.6 8.8 | 41 4.1

—_— fose=s L "

% Only 9.9 per cent of the teachers of Tlyria have attended school
si% ar.more years beyond the cighth grades 54.6 per cont of the city
teachels of Arizona have attended school that length of time. It
it is possible for citics in a new State like Arizona to have standards
<0 high that more than half the teashers have had six-or more years'
schooling beyond the cighth grade, the same should be possible for a
city like Elyria in an old State kke Olio, S S

in respect to the average number of years’ schooling- bevond the

The old idea_that teachers are born, not'made, has nothihg't‘o ius,-: Y

tify it except tho fact that somo persons ure born with an aptitudo-..
§ \ . . :“) C - Lo A . flté}iég

.
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fm' teare hino' Jllst as smnc dlc l)m)n' wlt]l an nptmldq for law ot medi- -

'(mv No one would advocate permitting any person’to practice

medicine without, sp(\cm] tmuung./s The teacher i s 116 ‘motg, * boxn
\tlx.m the lawyer, t‘lw (l()tt()l, or the ¢ngineer. DA

‘ s Ve k ) ¢
Yems n/ B ,,,.2,. nee r;[ lh/::u leadhorg, t K "" R

» . : : BN "’o . N
: v E .

-

55 :
o i . . P oo
| . L. ' Years of expetience, ¢

- S O PRV O SO S SR S

Numhber (\{ .
teachers 7: .,
Per copt of

ol .
teuchiers..... G0 cobl 03] 33| ohazl ael az.aziuz] 33
i . L= 'l____l | r | g f i °0

+  Wlhen (%mp.n(\(l witly w7 nlhor cities Elyria mg]w high with re-

-spect to the o\]mlnnvo of its teachevs, as is shown by (he following
table, ranking thipd with 2.1 years more than the median.

~ - '

11(Iul/r umn?u: of pe u:\'v:f (,r/u/u wee by leachers r,f certaim u{mv

:- . . Years. L.
‘Gre@shurg, Ind .. 13.0 | Leavenworth, ans
- Morgan Pavk, JN_______* —————e 12,5 | Mount Cavrq¥%I0______

Y Blyria, ()hu)_!' ________ NS, vi1.3 Garyodnd .. ______________| )
Rookford, T __Z____________ .- 10,9 “:ll‘\(‘\. 0§ S [, 8.0
\x‘innmkn, T e o 10, Welster Giroves, Mo_. .______¢_ 7.5
Oak Darks ILZ \4)1 folk, Nebvo_ o ____________ > 7.0
Boonvillé, "Mo_____________ y .3 | East Chicago, Ind...__

.
]
'
]
]
i
!
]
EX-%
D

Jnnct[pn City, ]\nn.\ _______ ~Granite City, 1 ' 6.

Y Joliot, TH_____ e . s Sonthr Bend, Ind __________7___ 6.7
Russell, Kans.o__________ ; Nobleavilte, AInd ________ 6.2
«Mishawaka, Ind__ Whittng, Ind _________ 5.8
Te Kalb, I oo .5 | Maple Lake, Miun 52
Aurora, Iil S e .3 ’.onnor Springs, Kang 3.7

The fo]lmvm" table sliows the number and per cent (rg(;lt'nwntlry
teachers who have t.m"h( in the city of Elyria their first year, second
year, cte. <.

. a ) T
i : 8 i
Years taught in Hyvia by clementary teachers of Elyria.

M I s S, ——

% Yeors of experience in Elyria.”
i N BT . . g TS e

o ¥

: = 1_os 26 0T
vz s g5 6|7 ]8]9][10 nibiean B/ Ve
«Number of teachers. . . . 71 R 8] 2| 3 2 4| 4 2 4
}'ercentoltenchem....' 1r4 i 13.1]13.17(8.2| 49| 4 . 28|64 |33 6.5
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oOf the 61 elementary teachers, 24 have taught in the city of
Elyria 11 or, moro years. The average tenure is 7.8 years. The
pawer of the Elyria schools to hold teachers' is good when com-
pared with 24 other cities, as shown in the following tuble:

Avcraycllcnurc of clementary teachers,,

Years taught . Years taught
in city. in city.
T2 9.1 | Junetion City, Kons_--
____________________ 9.1 | Noblesvllle, Ina________________
______________________ 8.7 Bounerville, Moo
Leavenworth, Kans______________ 80 [ De Kalb, Mo
Flyria, Ohio _________________ 7.8 | Granite City, T1.______ P, 4,2
Jreensburg, Ind -6 | South Beng, Ind__ 2 ____ N 4.0
Motrzan Park, Ind : (0| Iast Chieago, Ind )

Mishawaka, Ing
Mount Olive, 1H

Ttusscll, I\'un.\'_____'____-___ _______ 6.5 | Bonner Springs, Kans_.
Winnetka, I0_________ Gt | Norfolk, Nebroz____________
Mownt Carroll, W_______________ 6.2 1 Maple Luke, Minn

The teachers of Elyria_average two more years of expericnee in
the same city than those in the median city of the, group. The
average amount of experience of teachers before entering the Elyria -
schools is 3.5 years. o ' ' .

This amount of expericnee may. offset to a certuin.extent the lack
of professional training. "On the other hand, much experience may
e a handieap to some teachers, “Xperience alone does not make a
teacher. » Experience counts for but little unless there is a back-
ground of knowledge of subject matter and of the best methods of
presenting it. Then, too, experience gained by teachers in g rural
school without supervision counts for but_little in the improvement
of tpaching power.  Such teachers may havo succeeded nsg disciplina-
rians and classroon) organizers. Some ¢ven without professional
training may employ good methods of teaching; but the only safe
plan is to engage teachers who have had professional training,

Salarics.—’l‘lne salaries of ‘elementary teachers in Elyria are not
 high whar éompared with tliose paid in'32 other representative citieg
“in different scetions of the count; y. : . .
. The following table shows the median salaries of clementary
teachers in 83 cities of betwety 10,000 and 25,000 population
(1912-13) , _ ' S .
61564°—18— g - - o
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r ) *Uedian solaries of clementary teachere

Alameda, Cal________.___ - $1,110 | Fargo, N. Dako______________ $713
Missounla, Mont ____________ e 1,080 | nat Chicago, Ind TN
Iresno, Calooeo o _______ 950 | Ansonds, Cono _______________ 7o "
Bolse, Tdaho-._______________ 90 | Elyria, Ohio __ . ___________ Thon
Great Falls, Mont___________ - 900 | Ann Arbor, Micho___________ T
Reno, Nev._______________ Y0 | Nandusky, Ohio______________ €70
Cheyenne, Wyo &40 | Kalewm, Oreg . __ i
Phoendx, Arizo______________ R0 | Bellville, Wb ______________. o0
Gary, Ind o ________ _— 800 | Muncie, Indo________________ Gy
Pladntield, No Jo___o________. &0 MMaline, U ____ " _____ ateoo GO
Morristown, N, J_________ _— 795 | Marshalltown, lowa__________ [HLY]
Aherdeen, Wash _____________ T90 ) Dunkirk, N. Y___ o ____ (L))
Oak Park, 1N ________ TH0 | West Chester, PaCoo oo ____ Hiny
Hackensuek, N, J___.________ 550 | Kenosha, Wis__ oo _____ 583
Kearney, N. J_o___.__________ 750 | St Clowd, Minne oo _________ no3
Trinidad, Colo_.________ M. To0 | Nexandreia, Vo oo _______ 0
Norwm)d,‘ Ohio__. ___________ 740

The mediaggsalary in Elyria in 1912-13 was $600; now it is $700.
If the median salaries in the other cities have inegeased in like pro-
portion, Elvria ranks low-ia comparison. The minimum salary paid -
at present is $500, the maximuin 2700, exeept teaching principals,
who receive the salary of the mrade they are teaching, plus §12.50
per room used. :

When compared with salaries of ¢ity oficials in ¥lyvia the salaries’
of teachers are low, as mxy e noted from #he following tab)

.

Salarics of 'r:«’lj/ Gfficinls in Elyria. ' -

Chief of police._____________ £1, 300 !.iouron:l‘l.ns, fire d:-p:lrlnuzlft_ - $1.150 .
Captain of police____________ 1,120 Master mechanic, fire - depnrt-
Patrolmen, class Ao __________ 1,120 ment._ .. ___________ s 1,2
Patrolmen, cluss B__ i 1, 80 | Bngineers, tire department__.._ 1,180
Patrolmen, cluss C.__ 1, 000 Firemen, class A____________ 1, 120"
Desk sergennt________________ 1,000 | Firemen, elasy Bo___________ 1, 060
Chlef of fire department______. 1,300 | Fyremen, class C_____________ ~],000
Assistant chief, fire depart- City-hall janftor ___________:» {10

ment ... ____________ ——-= 1,240 { Cemetery superintendent_____ 00Q .

Captain, fire departinent_..__ 1,180

Since these tables were compiled the salaries of city officials have
been increased in some cases as much as $140 a year. Sularies of
tenchers have been increased $47.50 a year: N - '

" The salaries and_ wages paid the city ‘officials and employees aro
by no means latge.” The point is that teachers are not paid enongh .
M comparison. A tescher muist spend five.or six )'em"propnrjng
for; her work'and expend. from $50 to $100 every few years attend- &

schiool,” She. must attend educational meetings2and: purchase
1 o “W:;Tr o7 R X 1910;11. ;
wE SrRE .‘}2:;1\ 3 :
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books and magazines. Her salary should be at least as much as that
of a policethan. - ‘

The minimum wage of day laborers for city work in ETria is
3 a day;.counting 180 duys to the year the minimum for teachers
s $2.08; counggng 300 days to the year it is $1.67. The maximum
tor day laborers is $5 per day; counting 180 days to a year the maxi-
naum for teachers is $3.87; counting 300 days to a yeiir the maximum-
Is $2.34. -

Tt isalso interesting and significant te compare salaries of teachers
with those of janitors. The -janitars are not overpaid, but the
" teachers are underpail. : '

Sularies of schoolhouse janitors in Elyriat

.Jm:ltnr A
Janitor B
Junitor ¢
Janitor D
Janivor Voo T
Janltor ¥

The median salary of janitors in the ¢lementary. schools is 973,
or =275 moge than for clvnmlitnry teachers. The highest sulary paid
& principal of c‘lcm(*ntury schools is $387.50. or $372.50 less than the.
highest-paid janitor, aml only "§47.50 move than the lowest-paid .
dnitor, e . .
cDromotion of teacherss—The plan of promioting teachers in Elyria
“is Lo @ive an increase of $50 a yeur until the wmaximum of $700 is
reached. A teacher brought in from another school at a salury of
8630, sav, woulll receive hut one increase. Teachers cmployca first
at $500 i year would receive four increases, After ‘a teacher has
taught three o four years in a school systein and there ig but little
or o prospect of further increase she is likely to become disconteated
and’ to seek a position elsewhere, I there iy a tendency on the part
-of the teaching. corps to seek other hositions, the resnlt will be that
the better teachers will secuire positions elsewhere and the poorer
ones will be left. - : .
A salary schedule should be prepared with a minimum salary suffi- -
ciently high to secure the services of the best normal-school'graduates,
or normal-school graduates. with one or two years' successful experi-
ence. The maximum salary should be sufficiently high so that there
* May not cease to be an incronse after three or four years’ service in the,
Elyria schools. - The galary schedule should provide for three -or. four
classes, so that it will take anyone beginning in the lowest class from |
Six to eight years to reach the maximum, and increase in salary should--
llnve-_sg{nq-;elatibn-to_'prqs{bﬁ* ability in-teachingr | . i T o i 3
i Inerease.in-pay shotuld be. based.: o experience, additional;
‘ A testher who sttends i

o

ERIC

Aruitex: provided by Eric



o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

I 36 . EDUCATIONAL SURVEY OF ELYRIA, OHIO.

rule, have a larger increase in salary than a teacher of equal ability
cand experience who does not. The atteirdance at summer school may
* fairly be taken as evidence of interest and of desire to improve. A
teacher.who does not improve after several years of experience should
" not be given a larger salary, and if she makes no effort to do better
wark, she should not be reelected. No teacher can afford not to at-

tend school every. three or four years, and no school board can afford .

to employ a teacher .who does not attempt to improve, The board
¢ should, however, provide substantial salacy increases for all teachers

who are makipg further preparationr and who sre growing ‘in effi-
ciency. No others should be retained.
The teachers’ training class—*At the opening of each school year a
. class of high-school graduates is organized to secure the professional
training and experience required by law of all who would become
public-school teachers.” Five girls comprised the class of 19¥6-17,
" although at the time ofsthe survey only three were in attendance.
These received instruction in scljool management, methods of teach-
ing, agriculture, physiology, and physical culture; reviews in arith-
metic, grammar, geegraphy, and history; 10 lessons each in music,
[ drawing, and penmanship;.and practice teaching. This work, to-
" gether with a six weeks’ course at the Kent Normal School, entitles
the students to a year's normal-school credit..

" Two days a week are given to classroom work and three to obser-
“-vation and practice teaching in the schools. The students are also
" used as substitutes in theé city sclrools, for which they draw fégular
pay: The work in agriculture is taken” with the high-school class, the
students attending on their classroom days. Tlie pedagogical work is
given by the supervisor of primary grades.

If this‘training class fed its graduates directly into the city schools, '
there would be no hesitation in recommending that it be discontin-
"ed ; but as it does not, it must be judged merely as a teachers’ training

class, sanctioned by the State, for the purpose of preparing teachers

for the rural schools.. The education given is meager, to be sure,
but'it is better than nothing. The graduates usually do their first
regular teaching in rural or small city schools, and some of them go
on to complete the full normal-school course. Many, however, return
to the Elyria school$ as teachers before completing the normal course.

. This should be discontinued. -’ T .
The classroom work could be strengthened by Jletting more teachers
take part in giving it. . One or two of the elementary-school prin-
. cipals and pérhaps the superintendent might conduct classad, This
:would not'only give the ‘students more varied. jnstruction, but' would

- also react favorably on those who givethe work,” & -, -7
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. "Practically all the sypervision of instruction must be done by the

*. elsewhere in the report; the 'éerﬁcee;?’qf\thb@uﬁw‘moaéf musie and
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. SUPERVISION, ' ’
N SUPEB\'ISION_O’F INSTRUCTION,

One of the great problems in Elyria is how to provide effective and
‘economical supervision of instruction in the clementary grades. The ,
grade buildings have from 3 to 13 teachers, There age in the Frank- _
lin Building 13 teachers; in the Jeﬁ'erson,‘f); in the Gates, 10; in the
Hamilton, 9; in the McKinley, 11; in the Ridge, 6; and in the Gars
ford, 3. The principals of the Garford and the Ridge School teach

“all the time; the principals of the other schools have an hour a day
for supervision of instruction and for matters of routine. A substi.
tute teacher is employed to teach an lLour a day. for these principals.

It is cyident that the principals can do but little supervising in one -
hour.  Since each principal has’the same period each day free for
supervision, she can .observe only the teaching of the subjeé:'ts that.
are on the program at her free period, unless the téacher visited is
requested to change her progrim. If the present plan of supervision

.is continued{ the programs should be changed so that the principals .
may observd the teaching of different subjects, ‘ '
“Most off/ the_time of the principals is, however, so taken up in

routine AMfairs that supervision lté instruetion is a secondary matter.

Apert® the details attended to by the principals are: Investigation

of cuses reported for discipline; talks with Pupils who are delinquent

“in their work; reporting cases of illness of children to school nurse; .
reporting absentees to truant officer; talks with parents by tele-
phone; answering telephone calls from main office and from parents;
‘making out reports; ordering and distributing supplies; keeping sav-
ings-bank books; writing notesto parents; assisting parent-teachers’
associations. The principals while teaching.are often interrupted

" by children serit from other .rooms for information regarding some

- Phase of school work, by telephone cqlls, or by persons coming; to the
-door to ask where g child or teacher may be found. One principal
reports that she has had as many s 10 interruptions during g recita-
tion. 'With all these details to look after, no .time is left for super- -
vision. Some of these details, however; could be attended to before ..
and after school hours..” Arrangements should be made so that & -
principal while teaching, will not, be interrupted by telephone calls,

It is suggested that all calls be made through the superintendent’s
__ oftice, and that no principal$ be called while teaching, &

bt

superintendent axd the primary supervisor. - Heretofore there hive W

been supervisors.of music, of sit;-and of penmanship. - As: tated : 24

¥
. Bt vero didontinued, owing to's lack of funds’; G he mupksvisor .
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A supervisor of music and a supernsor of art are no doubt neces-
sary in a school system of the size of that of Elyria, but it is very
doubtful whether the school board is justified in e;uplo) ing a super-
visor of penmanship.. If results in this subject are to be obtained,
the teacher must obtain them. A lésson once in two weeks by a

" supervisor who docs nothing more than teach accomplishes but little.
if any, more than the regular teacher can accomplish. Every child
writes much of the time in school, and if the teacher does not require

* the child to write well in his regular work, a weekly drill by a super-
visor will accomplish little. The principles of the system of pen-
manship used in the schools are easily acquired. It is then'a matter
of attention to the daily written work and to a few mmutcs of drill *
exercises.

The noed of the following %upel\lbms is recommended in other
sections of this report: A supervisor of manual arts, teaching part

. time; a supervisor of home economics, teaching part sime; a super-
visor of home gardening, who should be the teacher of agriculture in.
the high school; a playground supervisor; a supervisor of nmsic;
and a supervisor of art.

Many teachers need instruction in the tea(hmg of music and art,
The position of supervisorship of these two subjects should be re-

" stored at once. If, however, the tax rate can not be increased or
more funds provided, provision should be made for instruction in
music and art by departmentalizing the work through the grades
sufficiently to permit the teaching of music and drawing by special
teachers and the other subjects by thie regular classroom teacher.
This plan saves the overhead :charge for supervisors. The regular
classroom teacher would have her subjects reduced by two, thus

. n.llowmg her more time for the preparation of her lessons in. other
subjects.. At present some teachers exchange work, teacher A, for
example, taking teacher B’s puplls for music, while teacher B3 takos .
teacher A’s puplls for spellitg. This plan could be extended so that -

% one teacher in a-building would teach all the music and another all

_ the art.

The plan for geneml supor\ ision provides for super\ ision by, the

" superintendent. of schools, a primary supervisor, and the bulldmg
principals each for an hour a day. .

. With small bulldmgs it is apparent that the cost of supervision
“would be excessive if each building were in charge of a supervising .
ncnpal wholly relieved-of teaching. ‘

-‘Two plans for. more effective:supervision may be suggwted for-
;,:Elyrm (*Asupervxsmg principal for a group of buildings or (8).

S pmqar,y and upper-gra-e supé}vmr thh a head teacher or teach--

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION, 39

By the former plan threg group principals would be necessary,
The Hamilton and Franklin Schools would form one group with 22
teachers; the Gates and Jefferson ‘Schools another group with 19
teachers; and the Ridge, the McKinley, and the Garford Schools
“the third group with 20 teachers. The additional cost for these threc

supervising principals, who should be trained supervisors, would -

be approximately $4,800 a year.

The latter plan—a supervisor of primary and of grammar

grades—swould require-only two supervisors at a minimum cost of
$3,200, or somewhat less for principals for a group of buildings.
From the standpoint of the improvement of teachers in service
the latter plan is no doubt the bettet of the two, because sﬁ
vising principals for groups of buildings often have so many y
problems that they fail to supervise.  There is this advantage,
however, they are in a position to be the leaders of the community
interests in theip Tespective districts. They would not, however,
devate all their time to-the iprovement sf teaching as the grade
supervisors relieved from all trivial affajrs would do, for the latter
- couldgdevote all their thought, skill, ang energy toward unifying and
vitalizing instruction throughout the entire-system. All teachers
.in every parf of the city would be working with the same end in
view. If theregres superviging principals, there .may be as.many
aims as there are principals. Standards wil] be higher in one dis-
trict than in ahother, depending upon the idens of-the supervisor of
the district. o ol ' :

It is recommendad that the position of supervisor of primary
grades be retained nad that the position of supervisor'of intermediate
and grammar grades be established. These supervisors should be
persons of good general-and professional education and proven skill:
in teaching and special training for the work of supervision.

If, however, it is thought that financial conditions in Elyria will ,
. Mot at present'permit the employment of both these supervisors, it is

“recommended that the position of primary’ supervisor be continued.
If the recommendation on page 122 that there be six years in the
‘elementary grades and three yedrs in the junior high school. be
adopted, one supervisor for both the kindergarten and the first six
grades and a supervising principal for the junior high school would
provide all the general supervision needed. It is recommended that
this be the plan to be adopted. p : }
The question arises, What would remain for a superintendent to do

if & primary and an upper grade supervisor were employed? Inw —

city. the size of Elyria the duties of & spperintedent are multi-

farious: He must decide upon the. polities ‘of the- school, keep the

community in tonch with the schools, uildress different organizations’

4@ the.city on educatioua] o, gther. topics, make a careful study of
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textbooks, visit schools in ‘other cities. study the qualifications of
teachers employed, visit teachers who are applying for positiens in
Elyria, consult with teaghers and others, hold- teachers’.meetings.

These are only a few of the things that make demands upon the time

of a suptrintendent in a city fhe size of Elyria. ‘His visits to the
classrooms of 100 teacliers must necessarily be brief.© Even if he
were to give his whole time to supervision he could not spend more
than five or six hours during the year in a teacher’s classroom. In

- addition to classroom visitation tlrere mustgbe the personal confer-

ence after cach visit.
If there were a primary and & grammar.grade superyisor or only

one for all grades, the superintendent should not make any fewer -
visits to the classrooms. Ie would visit classrooms ind iPhe notgd*

any teacher that needed help he would assign the supervisor the task
of improving the instruction of that teacher, or if the supervisor by
means of objective tests or even by observation - discovered that a
teaclier is not obtaining good results, the superintendent coff® by
visitation ascertaip the cause and suggest incthods for improvement.

" Supervision would not be hapliazard, but more nearly o a scien-

ific basis than at present. There should<be fnore than mere inspec-
tion and observation. There should be from time to time a careful
testing of results. In a city the size of Elyria the superintendent
himself can not do much of this kind of work—not enough to be

-effective.

In brief; the schools of Elyria undersupervised, as the com-

mittee has found by*-observing and testing glassroom instruction.

As compared with -other cities the cost of supervision in Elyria is
low. For.the year 1915-~16 the cost of teaching in Elyria was
$87,587, or 72,16 per cent of the total current expenses; supervision;

$1,877.07, or 4.01 per cent of the total current expenses. In 44 cities’
of between 10,000 and 25,000 population the median per. cent for

teachers’ salaries is 66.76; for 'supcrvision 9.17.. For the present
year, since the services of two supcr\ isors have been dispensed Wlth
less.than 4 per cent will be spont in supervision in Elyria, -

HEALTH S8UPERVISION. . *
Thé school nurse.~An cfficient school nurse is one of the admir-
able features #f the school system in Elyria. chulur ‘visits are
made by her to each building and home visitatibns in case a- pupll
is out of school with 1llness
Baths are fitted up in three buildings, and are used by the pupxls

under her diréction. The. children are _weighed once a month, and

_areful fecords are kept by the nurse of their physncal well-being,
'%111 pnpxls who need medical advice. can con_sult the school h_yswmn,
: who“?:s on_a oF: tngCI wleaqu:,’ onérs:”” Operations ut’ “thes
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hospitals can be arranged for by him at the suggestion of the school
nurse, and no charge is made for consultation or for treatment.

" The following report of the school nurse -shows the extent of the
work done by her department :

Number of children examined since October 1, 220,
Number having physleal defects:

Defective teeth____.________ 642 | Defectlve vision e 144
Enlurgzed “tonsils —m——smeee—m - 188 | Anemia ang maknutrition______ 85
Adenolds e el 202 Orthopedie dcfwts___----__‘_-- 18

Defective hearinge_____________ 69

'l'urcnts are made aware of physieal defects in their ‘children by gotices o
Physical defects, referting them tg thelr family physician, dentist, or llospltal'
dispénsnry, I no attention js Laid, the school nurse makes home calls, .

Defects corrected sinee October 1, 103, This dees not fnclude defective tet‘th_
corrections exceprt Indigent cases taken persomnlly to the dentist, (jther cor-
rections will be noted on the Puplis’ health card at segond exawmination.

Aceording 1y my regular sciedule euehy Luilding is visited three to four hours

" ench week, ng Sopir as school opens.  Teachers send in :iny chlldren that moy
neel treatment or dressings, Regular routine exanminntions begin . after-
wards,  Each ehild I8 exapiined twice g Year, Lvery clil brings his or her
health record eard and shservations: are made while the child faces a good

: licht, near o window, When the child opens his mouth the conditlon of teeth
: and nueous membrane are notieed, The tonsils are iuslmec(ed. .\Iogth breath-
., . Insoor gigns uf_n:lsnl obstruction are noted,  ars are observed for impaeted
a cerumen or any discharge, Iyes are inspected for any jnflammatory discases,*
. e heaving and vision are then tested; the bearing by means of the whis.
rered volee test and the vision by means of the Snellen test cards, Any
defect found s noted ou the pupils® health card fof future reference, If the
defect 1s a marked one, g cross 43 made after the defect aud it is called to the
bareats’ atteetlen for crrection,  Health talks are frequently given In the
classroom, osm-’iully on dental hyglene, ‘ertain grades are inspected for -
head llee and skin discases, - Homo visits are made in (e afternoons whep
ot at any school, One afternoon a wecek |y usually set apart to tuke children
“to the specialist, physiclan, or hospital, : :

Enlargement of ¢his department needed —The nwse quite evi.
dently had too many calls on her time to do full justice to all the
children under her care, Ap n@mm, trained in the service, is ree.
emmended for this department,

-

SCHIOOL I‘OI;ULATIO.\' AXND PROGRESS TIIROUGH THE .GRADES, ’

According to the schoo] census! taken in 1916, there aro in Elyria’
4,561 children from 6 to 21 years of age. The enroHment in the pub-
lic schools is 2,614, and in the parochial schools 651, making the tota] 3
number of children between ¢ and 21 years of ago aftending publiq
und parochial schools 3265, To this number should be added those - ..

-

.

who are a ege. Just
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what this number is is not known, but a conservative estimate would
place it at about 100. There are, therefore, approximately 1200
children between the ages of 6 and 21 years not in school. Some of
this numpber have graduated-from high school and gone to work,
-others have left school to go to work at 16 or 17 years of age and be-
fore graduating, ’

According to the school census there are in the city 3,248 children
between the ages of 6 and 16 years. There are 2,826 children of this
age in the public and parochial schools, leaving 422 unaccounted for.
~The enrollment of children from $ to 14 vears of age is.1,848, while
, the censuis shows 1,825 children of this age in the city. It is there-
fore safe to assume that practically every child between the ages of
8 and 14 yeurs g age is envolled in school. There is no definite wiay
of knowing er this is the case without a continuous census and
without compaMng the school enrollment with the census,

The attendance of the children enrolled in the elementary schoold
is good, as is shown by the following table: . . {

Number of childrer in cach sehool who aifended from 1 10\90 days during the
. Jirst half of the school term.

o ' Schools. P »

Days. . | |
s Vg U ppanitin | Jeffer- | MceKin- | Mamil.

Gates. | Ridge. | Garford. | Franitin. s, tifpys ton. Total

S ' - = R i
0 ] 2 1 8 7 19
1 ' [ 3 2 8 3 17
" } ] 2 4 0 3
2 0 4 4 3 2 17
0 1 4 3 5 0 13
2 0 L 2 2 1 18
1 0 4 2 1 2 12

‘ 1 R 1 5 [ <28 1

1 0 2 1 2 1 9
4 0 5 1 4 0 17
T 1 7 4 3 1 34
2 2 12 4 ) 3 38
3 1 12 ] R 10 49
7 3 41 15 17 9 103
16 2 ] 53 I} n 24 172
K] 21 bl 54 54 471 e
H3 56 | 208 87 27 210 1,218
204 00| as] | aue YRR

Par cont attending ! . | ;

moroe than— . *

80 days.... s 2.5 855 841 8.2 75.1 8.8 AT
85 days.... 3.1 55.3 682.2 4.0 60.7 620 64. 4 86.5

Some schools maintain better attendance than others, The com-
paratively poor attendance at the Franklin school is explained by tho
fact that many foreign children attend that school. Unless there is
gickness among them, the foreign children should attend as well as
any others. It may bg necessary to call upon the attendance officer
oftener than tha other schools do, but it is the furiction of An attend-
agice officer to keep children in regufar‘attendance. The law does not
_permit-itregular.attendance of foreign children any mére than it does

e - . - ® g
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of American children. The fact that. the foreign population is con-
tinually shifting may account for the low percentage of children in
Franklin.school whe attended more than 80 days during the first half
year.
It is noted, too, that attendance in some rooms is almost perfect,
while in other rooms in the same building with children from the
‘ Saiue environment the attendance is poor. Evidently some teachers
know how to secure attendance better titn others. The teacher who
keeps a live school has but Jittle difficulty in securing regular at-
tendance. .

But therc are always some parents who must be compelled to send
their children regularly.  An attendance officer is employed part time
for this purpose. Ina city the size of Elyria it is scarcely possible to
enforce the compulsory law with only part-time service of one officer, .
This ofticer, when interviewed by a member of the survey committce,
stated that there is enongh work to keep one person busy the entire
day for five days in the week. This does not mean that there is much
traaney.  The chief duty of an attendance officer is to visit parents
who are inclined to keep their childven out of school to-run ergands
or for occasional work. If tlie attendance officer hndﬁMuty '
than that of looking up cases of truaney, he would have but little
to do. Though he reports 121 eases of truancy. for a period of eighg
months, only 6 of these were serious enongh fo refer to the probation
officer.  The other cases may be classed as hockey cascs,” a sort of
lapsing for a da¥ into freedom fron: artificial classroom restraint.

The following table presents the report submitted by tho attendance
officer for a year. the months of September and October being omitted
becanse no attendance officor was employed during those two months:

»
Attendance officers report,

X R | - . R
hriy- 8
Ttems. January, 'L;"’ ]Mrm‘h. Aprl. | May. | Jupe, M:)::n- D‘.',‘;m
Absence causod hy—
Sfekness...., L
Kept out Ly par-
enty...,,

BNW-1m

¥ . ‘ .

! i & T
' The enforcement of the attendance law would

. © " the school enrollment a¢

~locating children not.in;
S X %%& HE

the school censt
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3 [
compulsory-attendance law is the school census. This census should”
be taken by the attendance officer just before school opens in -Sep-
tember. The encollment list in public and parochial schools should,
by the close of the first week of schoal, be compared with the census

list to wee what children are not in school.

The attendance officer

should then ascertain why those not in school have not enrotled and -
should take steps to secure tie enwollment of all those who are of

the compulzory ghool age,

The attendance oflicer should keep a permanent census, after he

has once made up a complete list of all the children in the city.
Whenever children move into the city their names and addresses

should be placed in the census list, and whenever children move out
of the city their names should be taken from the list.  This can be
done casily if a enrd svstem is used. :

It 15 recommended that the schopl board employ an attendance

oflicer on full time:

not in school,

The Elyria =chbols hold children in school to a later age than
many other schools do. The number enrolled at each age is practi-
gally the smme up to 16 years, as may be noted from the follgwing

L

that he take the school census, and that he com-
pare_ the enrollment lists in public and parochial schools with the
5 - ‘

school census for the purpose of determining what children are

.

0
L‘lbh‘ o Iy
) Dixtribution of pupils by aqe, June 1, 1917, 5 1
e Number |- Per cont Age < | Numbar | Percent
Ape. ¢ of pupils.} of totaly ge. . of pupils.| of total,
] - 1
100 7.2 182 6.9
243 8.8 123 6.9
243 9.2 117 44
25% 0.8 ’ a3 2.3
242 8.8 27 Lo .
21 84| E e .
po7] 84 2]
- %ﬂ 8.0|
- 28 83 Total...voiiiinannnnnnn. 2,032

100.¢
-

The holding power by grades is comparatively good. The follow-

ing table shows distribution of enrollment by grades:

Distribution of pupils by grades, Septemper, .-l..'716.

S,

<

£

Grade.

Eunroll
ment.

Ter cont
of total,

QGrade,

Enrole
ment.

“Per cont
of total,

Elementary. -

.............. Geetivssensanns

=

High school,

Totel high. .......

se00can

Total ql‘on;ongg{‘y and

mf.,..a.,g

coipane
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. Data were coflected to ascertain ‘the number of chil
age, of normal age, and over age for their respective gra
ages were taken as of June 1, 1917, Children in the firs
from 6} to 73 years of age are considered of
or more years of age in this grade,
#s under age. In the first A grade,

ageare clasded as of normal age;
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ages.and ajaless than 7 years of age, as under age.

This report on retardation® is not as complete .as it should be, ow-
ing to the fact that it was Impossible to procure data to s
progress through the grades has been ra
~ An attempt was made te coldect d
each child-had been in school, but o
the inability of miny <childven to furnish this infor_rqa‘tipn‘,j't}gis
part of the study is cnitfed. To present statistics showing only the
mimber of years a child is behind his .grade does not
Tacts. A pupil may be ol for his grade and be m

< even tapid progress, If a pupil

© agey but he may be making a grad
that pupil shoyld not be charged to the. school, nor s
: 3

. be condidered slow.

% The fol]owiug.tablé.g,-shm;s the

mentary school pupils: .

1The lcr:q retardaution b used
»

only iu the

Pid, normial, or slow,
ata showing the'number of years -
wing to a lack of records.and*to

'ggclgr:lde distribution of ele- '

T T e e e

tuse of overageness.

R

dyen under
des. The
t B grade
normal age;
‘as over age; all less than. 63,
children from 7 to 8 years of
all 8 or more-years of age, as over

how whether

:show all the -
aking hormal or -
enters school Iate,” ke may beover
¢a year. If so,¢lie retardation of -
hould the. pupil

46

all 74




T “ ]
o:,_.x:o: _N: _m:

80T |2 o in | % |88 15

.l;l-:.lll|-J.||.“.|
1] S R vy o |st Joz |sz
w 1 1 13 .o 01
e 4 4 4 L 8 . 7 b ) - . .

6 | 1 { 1 L T _2 0zl "N - i s Y shimShoR pes S

P s L =X | -

ot femessesesieeeaiagg

14 | (4

\.l.....:.:....:.n.fn& i

YRIA, OHIO,

A!ﬁ— A.-u,-A‘t-ﬂv%z.-lb<w
o eeeressseefiieniiaigg
. srresesssicaseeceroiigy

4. LIt
w
a1l :
Yot " SN S PO S e O P
A .

12

\

.

wofa fet el e A
ot {va [aus Jes [z [erreectoseeeseeesceeyy

EDUCATIONAL SURVEY OF EL

y o JRRD) R ! B & i icio e e O Ll R R e ¢ Iz 88 18 S8 [ereeeeeeeseeeereenggy
i |
1 HRie D e | ! i z :
o1 | Koo | dor _ [ BT SRS B 11 | LRSS S R T+ G 1 L] 6 | %9 S §e L | %8 o

1o il %01 0101 03f8| 016 [03E8] 038 t01T ] 012 o1¥9| 019
| | ‘sapesn.

. sefy ) 3

£ _ P

b1 ke
g e

0¥, _S.z_o:..: Ul Yl [0 GT 04
S

s |

o1ty !yt %o
i

46

L1681 ‘1 ouny ‘spdnd jooyos Aumjusued)s fo uonmquysyp sppib-aby . &

kN

Aruitex: provided by Eric

Q
E



o

ERIC

Aruitex: provided by Eric

© ADMINISTRATION AND SUPEBVISION,

Childr;n undcr age, of normal age, end over age,

i
Under |Ofnormal .
A Grade. + bgo. ago. Over age,
Pereent. | Per cent, | Per eent. o
.7 62,0 0.2 b g O
-~ 43.0 Q.4 1.4
2.7 Gl 0.2
2R 2.3 21. 4
QL0 43.5 36. 5
2.6 © 406 338
181 39.5 4.4
216 42.4 32.9
9.4 W7 | -5l
229 31§ 45.2
A4 N8 WK N
17.0 4.7 X3
12.7 19.2 4.1
a4 vl €°s
.2 44.6 32.1 »
LI 1.8 8.7,
- e T 243 425 331
Children under-age, of normal age, a‘td oercrdge in cach school,
- . _
. Under | Otror- Over
) Rcboals. uge. | malngo. | age.
1 +
. Pereent. | Pereent. | Per cent -
...................... .3 3.5 38.2
36.0 400 . 24.0
21 4% n7
24+ ®7 38.6
0.3 .47.3 T R4
MeKinley 4.9 34y B ]
. ® Ridgo... . .»9 4.4 b
Cily.oveaen... 4.3 42.5 3.1

47

In a study? of retardation in 29 cities, in which the ages were also-
R b

taken us of June 1, it was found that 29 per cent of the school
dren were under age, 34 per cent of normal age, and 37 per cent

chil-
over

age. In Elyrin 243 per ceiit are under age, 425 of norinal age, and

33.1 per cent over age. Thero is but little retardation in the
grade in Elyria, the greatest amount being in the fifth grade.

.ﬁrst

The table following shows by gradg the number of children re-

tarded less than one year, one to two Fears, two {o three years, and
g :
three or more years, . . \ :
. -

. - 3 ldentifiention-of the Misdt Child, “Ayrea

.
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Retardation in the schools of Elyria.

Number refarded. |
| '
Grades . fens Onoto | Twnin I‘l'hroo or!
* s than one two threo maore ‘
year. years. years. yeurs. V.
= | &
12 1 (Y ISR ! .
2 8 3 1 |
kil 3 20 L wearin
% 11 2 2 |
32 '8 2 |
44 18 7 2
27 13 R 1
] 15 7]
3 1 4 2
2 24 ¥ 3 |
2 1t 8 0
3 14 4
27 S 3
. 21 12 12
th 8 Wicooppooad
. o Sl v
'rnvnlA....,...,; 35 { 12 ’ R | 19

The 14 children below the seventh grmlé retarded three or more
years should have special w k. There is no doubt that many of the
children retarded two years or more®hould be placed in-what mwht
be terméd “enportunity classes.”

Though the amount of retardation in the Elvria schools is not
excessive when compared with other schools, there should be fewer
over-age pupils i each grade.

From a study of promotions made in February, 1917, it is evident

_that too many children failed, the average promotion rate for the

city being 86.9. Since the per cent of over-age children is small in
the primary grades and large in the upper grades it is evident that
few %ﬁldrcn enter school late and that they become over age, partly
at least, beeause of fuilure. ) ;

The following table shows the per cent promoted in cach grade in

¢ach school; . i
Rate of prédmotion, a \
3 P \
i S
Gradev. b 4
L]
Schioo! - Average.
"1 1 2 s 4 5 o 7 8
. . 3
. er cent.| Per cent. I"r cent.| Per eent.|Per cent. | Pereent. | Per cent. I‘erg‘enl. Per cent.
Franklin,.......... 7.8 8.8 R0 8.3 . 1. b -8 2.3
Jofferson. .. oaa,. 8.6 2.5 9.8 9.8 0.9
McKinley.......0.. 0.0 8.0 85.0 8.0 88.0
Hnmlllon. -~ 79.4 8.7 R0.0 79.0 8.2
Rid 77.0 100.0 3.0 100.0 n.g
-72.9 8.3 4.8 92.0 80,
8.2 8.3 100.0 80.0 8.6
7.3 8.0/ 8.9 894 8.9

+ With an average anhudl promotmn rate of 783 ner cent for the
ﬁrst gmde, only 783 chxldren out oi 1 000 entermg zha firgt: gmde-




the grades. In the first grade 17.7 per cent fail.in this subject.: “No - ..

o
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impossible to awaken interest in thie olass, From obsertations the
Ay

Bubyects. : : ——[Average,
1 2 3 4 [ 7 | v
- —_—— -

“below the second grade.

L otebge
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would be promoted to the second.  That the average promotion rate
of 86.9 per cent for all the grades is low is evident from the fact
that, out of 1,000 children entering the first grade, only 325 would
completo the eighth grade without failing. A promotion rate rg high
as 95 per cent permits only 663 children to complete the grades with-
out failure. Of course sonic of the children who fail repeat and grad- «
ute in spite of failure, but why should 673 of 1,000 children in
Elyria fail while poing through the cight grades? This is based
on the supposition that the average promotion rate for the past eight
years has been 86.9 per cent. ' . ~
Other causes it is true operate to produce fatlures, as irregular at-
tendance and sickness.  The formor can be a charge against the
school unless cansed by sickness, and it is unfortunately true that
sickness may frequently be charged to the school. The cause of a
large amount of failure must be charged to the school. Tt may be
due to’a poorly prepared course of study or to poor teaching. 1If 25
per cent of a class fail there is evidentl¥ something wrong with the
teaching or with the course of study. Whenever a teacher says. that .
her pupils fail because they take no interest in school that teacher is
ackngwledging her ingbility {6 arouse intevest or possibly the teacher
ix held to%a threadbare conrse of study to- such an extent that it is

congittee is of the opinion that some of the failures are due to poor
teaching, and thatstherg would be fewer .fuilures if the course of
Study-were better suited to the needs of the pupils. y ’

The following table shows he per cent of failures’in si§ subjects
in each of the eight grades:. C .

PFailurcs in sir subjccts in cach of.Ihe cight grades.
. . <

Grades.

oY

Perct. | Perct. | Peret. | Perct. | Per of.

Pl
)
<3

Perct. |Peret. | Peres. ¢

Spelling. 03! o7 4.8 13 1.8 63" 331" g 2.8
language, .0 .0 2.6 3.1 - 5.0 5.8 12.7 13.3 3.9
Reading. . 2.3 10.1 5.1 1.6 1.4 3.2 L1 -0 6.6
Arithmetic., 12.7 6.8 1.6 }(1)(7} 13'17) {:l,g l;.g 0.8 l:.g
Goography. ........ ...... X . 2.3 P 5

Hlsloryp. ..... EETTTN FOPrRRN MO o EETS SRR FOUT IO 8.0 7.5 (X

There is an excessive humber of failures in arithmetic in most of

child in the first grade should fail of promotion because of arithmetie, .
It is generally agreed that arithmetic should not be taught formally’
Many authorities Would not haye it. taught. ..

belowthe third grads

except ipc’lfd

éntall;
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. .
o Y . .
" Failures in geography,
’ * Grades.
Schools, Avemge,
’ 4 ] [ LI ¢
er cf. Perct. Pereaat. | Peaet Peret.
7.0 10.0 188 &5 wie
" 6.25 20 3.0 .0 3.0
10.0 9.0 14.0 12,0 1.3
280 12,3 7.9 7.6 13.9
.0 4.0 &ol..... ... 4.6
81 80 17.3 10.0 10.3
108 .87 1.6 83 9.6
Failurcs in history.
[l - - =
. Grades. .
° School. | Average.
7 s 1
— w
Per ct. Per ot Per ct.
[ %4 7.7 7.0
.0 23 1.5
1.0 20 5.0
O heee..... .0
16.6 8.3 127
30 7.5 59
3 5
. Failurcs in language.
- Grades. ) N F
8chools, “ Average. -
| 4 5 [ T‘ 7 4 .
.
Pad. | Paa | Pad. | Pret | Pod. 4 Pra.| pora®
Franklia 0.0 55 0 R4 &7 18 7
: .0 .0 .0 60 31l 6 18
1.0 .0 -a0 9.0 16.0 10 3.2
.12 6.0 18,16 43 18 (.......... 59
20 R .0 Ol......... . .6
232 .28 3.0, 68 . 28 h.¢] 58
26 31 5.0 5.5 12.7 133 a9

It may be noted that there is a wide variation among the schools in
the proportion of failures in several subjects. In the J efferson School

.+ .only 4 per cent of the first grade failed in arithmetic, while in the

Franklin School 25 per cent of the first grade failed in that subject.

In the Jefferson- School 3.1 per cent of the seventh grade failed in = -
writhmetic, while in the Gates School 26.6 per cent of the seventh

grado failed. In-the Hamilton School 188 per cent of the seventh

_grade failed in reading, while in four pther schools there were-no-. -
_failu_m‘in reading in that grade. Lt

e
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Among the remedies to reduce the number of failures and the

smount of retardation, the following may be suggested: ,

. A course of study better adapted to the needs of the clnldren

. The elimination of formal arithmetic in the first grade or the

adoption of a better and more concrete method of teaching it.

. The reduction of the amount of technical grammar in the sev-
enth and eighth grades.

More and better supervision.

The advancement of the teacher with the class for three or four
years. Much time is wasted by teachers at the beginping of
each term in getting acquainted with new pupils. Few of the
teachers know what the children in the grades below study, or
how well. If teachers were advanced with their classes for
three or four years they would become intimateiy acquainted
with each pupil,and would not be teaching 'merely first grade
or second grade, but teaching children.! This plan also would
permit children to be grouped differently in different subjects.

6. The organization of a summer term for children who have failed

in one or two subjects. In cities where summer schogls are
maintained about 73 per cent of the children who fail in one

. or two subjects at The close of the term and r1ttend summer
school make up the work. :

7. Cliildren in the primnry rooms should be divided into three or

: four groups instead of two. The slow-moving pupils should -

be in one.group, more rapidly moving pupils in another, and
so on until about four groups have been formed. If there
are two first grades in a building, eight groups can be formed,
so-that there will be only an interval of about a monlh be-
. tween each’ group. A child need not then be leld .until the
. end of the term and required to repeat a half year's work:
He-can be dropped back to the next lower group when he
"shows that he can Mot keep  up with the group that he is in,
or if he shows special ability, he can be advanced to the next
-higher group. This plan does not.cause a collegtion of the
dull pupils into a class by themselves from the fact that the
best ‘pupils ‘from below are allowed to rise .as fast as their
" ability can carry them. Bright pupils are continually added
to the different groups. In every group tliere will be its
_quota of bright pupxls, some leadmg the class and some just -
sustuining.themselves in it, having recently joined it. "~ "

0D

[<1]

oo

’

1. tRde U. B Bureau of Educatlén Bulleun. 101‘5. No. 42, The Advneemem ‘of ‘the -
>y encher with the Clul. .
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RECORDS AN.D REPORTS.

* One of the fundamental principles of school management is that
only those records and reports that contain data usable for adminis-
trative pufposes should be made. If the teachers ‘are required to
record too much, they tend to become mere clerks-and to, lose sight
of the art of teaching. In Elyria, however, there is too little rather

than too much attention given to records.

kept in the elementary schools to show the
child.  Steps should at once be taken to pre
to show for each child the number of days
scholarship, cte. The following form, wh

the department of superintendence of {he National Education Asso-

clatjon, is suggestive:

No permanent records are
entire school life of each
pare a card-record system
attended during'the year,
ich was recommended. by .

o q . ., [Face)
[ .
1. Last name 2. First name and initial ! ELEMENTARY SCHOOL RECORD SYS-
TEM—ADMISSION, DISCHARGE, AN
" .| PROMOTION CARD. ,
3. Place of birth 4 D%mh ot 5. vacci- To be kept for eves¥ pupll and sent

©

nated | with the pupil when He is transferred
to any school, either public or prl-

6. Name of parent or
guardian-

or guardian

7. Occupation of parent | names COMPLETE and CORRECT,

: vate, in the city or outside the city, -
Great care should be used to have the,

Write all cates as follows: -1972-
‘9-25. .

8. RESIDENCE. (Use ore colufn at a time. Give n
residence' when pupil ig transferred.):

ew | 9. Date of 10. Age
discharge. Yrs. ths,-

|

remalning above,

When & pupil js permanently discharged to. work, to remain 8t home, or because of death;
permanent iliness, or commitment to an Institution, this card Is to be returned to the principal's ]
’flce and a full statement of.the cause of the pupil’s discharge is to be made In the blenk space

(ovaer) -
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- A
{Reverse.) N

[ b ¢

o
L)
-
L]
g

Age Sept. 1.

Date of
School admission. &

Scholar-
ship

It is then to be sent to

....................................................................

a change in the office records.

..........................................

it is to be fitled out and sent to the principal's office when

g

n
he teacher who has the pupil.
'
.
)
1]
1]
H
.
.
.
'
.
'
.
'
'
v
:
.
.
3
v
'
'
'
'
'
T
'
'
.
.
'
'
'
1
SO
\
'
.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL RECORD SYSTEM—PROMOTION RECORD.
This card is to pass from teacher to teacher or Yrom school to school as the pupll is

promoted or transferred.
any change }s made requiri

(ovér) |

!
HA
.
L
L 3
v
'
'
v
H
'
.
'
—
'
'
'

The card would be improved if it.contained on the reverse side a
scholarship record by subjects. ' :

In the high school a permanent vecord, for each pupil has been kept
in a large book. A card system gr a loose-leaf ledger would be more
convenient. This card or ledger should show essentially the samo
facts asthe card for elementary schools. 3

In the grades and in the high school™it is the custom to send
mo’nthlyl report eards to parents, showing days attended, times tardy,
gradés made in each subject, etc. A bimonthly report would be as
effective as a monthly report. Special reports asking cooperation
thould be sent parents whose children are showing signs of weakness.
This special report should.state causes f the pupils’ falling behind in
their work. Or, better than a written report in serious cases, would
be a personal visit. If reports are sent out each month, much time is*
wasted by the teachers in compiling them. A teacher no sooner has
one set of reparts made out than she must ‘begin another, There
should be a breathing spell between reports. . There should be fewer
reports, or some one should be emplayed.to record the grades. In a
large high school it is a difficult problem to keep track _Qf‘pu&)_ils dur-
ing the day,  There mus} df necessity be some way for teachers to

X - 2 (S
sy . y > R s Sy
. . = 35 ~a
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report to the principal’s“oﬁice‘ whenever a pupil is absent from her

class. The Elyria High School seems well supplied with blanks and
cards for this purpose. Each teacher is. provided with a blank on
which she reports the hour g pupil is absent from her class If g
pupil “cuts a class ” he is discovered. A ‘form is used for pupils
who wish to consult with the librarian or with a teacher in another
roawn' By the use of this ticket it is definitely known whether a
pupil has loitered on the way to or from the library or other room.

There should be more data regarding the children of Elyria in
the office of the superintendent of schools. « At the close of each term
there should be sent him from each room the number of failures by
grades and by subject and causes, distribution of leavings and with-
drawals by ages and grades and causes, and distribution of attend-
auee.! . : -

For the teacher to furnish the superintendent with the dnta needed
will requive but little time.” A1l tabulation should be made by clerks
in the superintendent’s office. Ile and his a&istants should then in- -
terpret the data for administrative purposes.

The attendance officer should keep a file of the school census cards,
as recommended in another part of this-report. :

It is also recommended that the superintendent each year issne 2
report covering the work of the year. 1In this report he should have
data showing the exact conditions as regards attendance, progress of

© pupils, costs, ete. . T

SUPPLEMENTARY CLASSES,

Provision for exceptional children.—Provision for exceptional chil-
dren is made in three special schools or classes: One for crippled and
convalescent children, one for subriorma) children,and one for motor.

-minded boys who do not take suffighent interest in the academic work
alone. ’

A sehool for erippled and convalescent children is conducted in the

city hospital.” Seven children of varying ages and attainments were
in attendance when the stirvey was made and the city course of study’
was followed. An experienced primary-school teacher was in charge.

=
The children took great delight in their work and frere making com-
mendable progress.  This school is obviously a boon to children who
. are cither temporarily or permanently kept from attending the regu-

- lar schools by ‘their afflictions, and the city and State deserve high - -
credit for maintaining it. . ) .y
"The schools for backward children‘and for motor-minded boys nre
both conducted .in the old high-school building. The backward chil- ]
dren; of whom 12 were in attendance, aré in charge of a womsan whg *
hag had special;training. for her work; She teaches'the children i

eyt N

- LFor a. full dlwenéalon ‘of records ¢ . epor
1913, o on U L£arts
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.

small groups and adapts the work well to their capacities. While
some are receiving instruction in reading, writing, spelling, lan-
~g'uage, arithmetic, or geography, others are engaged in studymg or
in sewing, knitting, weaving, crocheting, making baskets, or caning
chairs,

The school is in session from 8.30 to 11 a. m. and from 1 to 2 p. m,,
with a recess from 9.45 to 10. On the program all the forenoon time
is set apart for work in the academic subjects and only the one hour

.in the afternoon for handwork. Although some handwork’is done
incidentally in the forenoon, it scems clear that too much time is
spent on the academic subjects, in which the pupils are but little
interested, and not enough on the handwork in which the pupils are
much interested. Shopwork in manual training for the older chil-
dren_comes only once a week and can not now come oftencr because
the ahops are occupied by thc high-school pupils and by the voca-
tional class. =

The teacher in charge realizes that the facilities for’manual train-
ing and handwork are inadequate and has requested. more. Iier re-
quest should be heeded. »

This class not only does good work for the pupils that are in it,
but it assists the schools generally by relieving the teachers of those
pupils who can not keep np with the regular work. In this respect
the class does not reach far enough.. Unduly backward children
were observed i * 3 humber of schools, and some of the teachers volun-
tarily spoke of their presence. Thcse were ustally remote from the

" building in which tkz: speeinl classes are housed, Elyria should pro-
vide an' additional class for backwerd children.

An elementary school population of 2,100, such as Elyria’s, would
ordinarily be expect-1to furnish about 30 children sufliciently back-
ward to require special instruction.” Not more than 15 of such pupils
should be assigned to onc teacher,

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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“the bosefhent to the attic-and the suppart of the roof distributed '

. though possible, to support the roof when'some of the supernumersry
"walls are taken down to make a greater number of classrooms: - Fur-

Chapter 1V,
SCHOOL BUILDINGS. '

THE WASHINGTON SCHOOL.

The Washington or Old High School building was very badly
planned, but apparently was well constructed as measured by the
standards of its ‘time. It is now in many respects unfitted for
school purposes and should eitlier be put in a more.sanitary con-
dition by thorough renovation or, reconstruetion or in part aban-
doned. If it is decided to reconstruct the building the roof should -
be taken off. all the inner walls should be taken down, and a com-
petent architect familiar with school-needs should be asked to re-
plan gnd reconstruet it. The lighting in most of the rooms is’bad,
the r(&(')ms are impractical in size and shape, and the curiously con-
structed assembly room is dark, Any plan of reednstruction which _
yWill retain the outside walls will necessitate the disuse of the space
in the center of the building except for halls, and these will be of
nhecessity unnecessarily wide. The building is too wide in_either of
its main axes for two classrooms and a hall betweon; but an inner
room could not be properly lighted and ventilated, and this waste
will be necessary. Under the Jaws of Ohio, if a general reconstruc-
tion is undertaken which would affect or change the vital featires
of the building, it is necessary to comply with the present law in
full. The statute says: - :

It shall be unlawful for any owner, officer, board, committee, or other per-'
§on to construct & * * * gchoollouse * ¢ = or to make any addition
thereto,or alteration thercof, except In case of repalrs wlthoqt affecting the
construction, sauitation, snféty,_ or other vital feature of sald building or

structure, withouy complying with the requirements and provisious relating
to thlg act} o :

- Because an unusual number of heavy brick walls were built from '

rather ‘irregularly in- certain parts, it would be a diffioult task,

thermore, the location of the ‘windows in
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ing from the outside, which is now pleasing, would be marred. The
best thing to do is to tear the whole bmldmg down and use the stone,
brick, and other salvage materials to construct an entirely different-

" type of building. If this can not be dJone now and it is desired to
get the most service out of the building at the least cost, the present.
hot-air heating system should be taken out and the classrooms and
offices should be fitted with indirect-direct stean radiation, steam foir
which car. possibly be supplied Trom the new technieal bui ng. .The
laws of the Stato demand, when steam heating is used, that what
is known as the “split system 7 shall be used; that is, a part of the

“radiators. shall be situated in the classroom and a part in the basg /
ment, through which fresh warmed air may be forced thraugh ducts
leading to the rooms.* In case this would overtax the boilers in the
latter building. it wonld be necessary to install an independent
heating system in the old building, and this would introduce the diffi-

culty and the necessity of reconstructing a part of the basement,
which is now in a very bad and insanitary- cnn(lit'ion. It would be
poor cconomy to install in ‘this damp basement an ‘gxpensive heat-
1ng plant, and the State laws would not permit the installation c\<(-pt
in a thoroughly fire-proofed room.?

Whatever plan is adopted, it will be necessary, both for the healfh
of the children agd the safety of the building, to render this base-
ment dry and to throw into it more light and sunshine.

There is another plan which might be considered to make this build-
ing further useful. The rdom immediately back of the stage can
easily-be made into a serviceable recitation or laboratory room, and
one or two of the small rooms on the east side could he transformed
at small expense into recitation rooms, which would alw ays be useful
for the advanced classes in more or less specialized work. It is pos-
sible also to fit up at comparatively slight expense, if the authorities
of the State will permit, a room in the attic in the central’ part of the ™
building. This would be especially adapted for mechanical or free-
hand drawing. JIf this is attempted it would be necessary to make
a safe passugeway from the top of the steps to this room mentioned,
as well as to render the room safe and warm in cold weather.

There is only one effective way to make the basement of this build-
mg or that of any other school bm]dmg dry, and that is to surround
it with an open-jointed farm-tile drain, set lower than the foundation
walls, and at a distance of approximately 6 feet away. Naturall
this drain must have a clear outflow -either to the surface of dower
ground or else, whero permitted, trapped into o sewer. ' The method
of placmg thls drain is as follows: > 7

[

" A Laws of Ohlo, vol. 102, 1911, p. 630. : )
* Bec. 12000—43, p. 622 nwl O( Ghlo, 1911, e
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1. Dig a trench about 6 feet from the outside walls and at least 6
inches deeper than the foundation walls—a foot would be better. .
The purpose is to conduct all gronnd waters away from the building
@nd to keep the footings of the walls from standing in water-soaked
ground from which moisture would pe carried by capillarity into
the walls above. Once the ground under the walls and basement
floors is thoroughly dry no more trouble will be experienced if the
drain is set properly. Naturally the tiles must be set carefully, so
that the water which will gather in them will be cartivd off imme-
diately. ' : )

" 2. Well-burnt ‘4-inch farm-drain tile, which should cost from 3
to 5 cents a foot, will be large enough.

3. If a shovel flf]\l of medium coarse gravel be carefully poured
over each join€ after the tiles have besn set and fastened on the bot-
tom of the drain, no brok-n stone or cinders need be put over the tiles.

4. In undertaking to dfain decp basements it will be found neces-
sary to run a level from the proposed outlet of the tiles to all points
in the coarse of the drain about the b.uildi'ng so as to be sure that it
can be deep enough and have sufficient fall in all partsto cause the
water-to flow away readily. T

5. It is far better to put a deinnround a building than to put it
under the floor or against the walls. - By the use of the former method
the water is canght before it is forced under the building and the
dangers of damp walls and floors are greatly lessened,

6. The joints between the tiles must not be cemented together or
joined any closer than Tecessary to prevent the infiltration of sand

© “or silt.

WORKM.ANSHIP,

Tho newer buildings, .with perhaps the exception of the Gates *

School, show %n various parts that the workmanship was not of .q -
« high grade. The cement work, plastering, finishings, and plumbing

in many instances do not show good work. It is difficult at times

for boards of educaticn to command the means to do, what they  are .
sboth willing and angious to slo; but grent care should be taken in

drawing specifications, and then it should be demanded wunflinch.- |

ingly that the work when completed shall be an exact fulfillnient of
the contract. Furthermore, the best- €conomy in permanent school
_buildings demands good material and the best of workmanship, for -
where hundreds of children spend u great part of their working
hours there is bound to-be hard usage. - o
As an example of poor workmanship or improper specifications,
- or both, the cement floors in the McKinley School and the cement
work: in ‘the "Ifegl_miwcgl High" School may be cited. . Other” building: -

5 3
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floors, especially when the only toilets available are Jocated there.
The Technical High School gets harder usage than any hotel in
Cleveland, for its daily attendance is greater and the expense for
its are is smull in comparison; hence the need for great.care in con-

~struction.  An example of bad planning occurs ini the plenum cham-
ber of the Technical High School building. That plenum chamber
consists of a set of Iarge tunnels and pdassageways under the Towest’
floor of the part of the building deyoted to classrooms. Into this set
of caverns a medium-sized fan delivers tempered air, and is sup-
posed to put it under suflicient pressure to force it equally into the
“classrooms without the loss of its heat. Theoretically and practi- .
cally this is not possible in* coldaweather. There should have been
built at a suitable place urtler the building a plenum chamber of
the proper dimensions to receive the air, and fivm (his all the ducts
leading to the rooms should emerge.” The ducts should be properly
covered to prevent the loss of heat, and the plenuin chamber should
be air-tight to keep the air within it under pressure and to insure
its rapid exit into the rooms. As it is, the space under the lowest
floor is absorbing most of the heat in cold weathes, and it seenis
certain the fan is unable to meet the demands on it Adequate tests
should be made during cold weather to determine the best method
of correction, I’mh.\ps the least expensive and ‘most practicable
plan wauld be to install additional radiators in rooms and halls and
depend on the windows for some of the ventilation. This would be
theoretically erroneous advice if the rooms were supplied with suffi-
cient fresh warin air. but since this is not true sume other method of
heating and ventilation must be provided.

The down spouts from iie eaves troughs should liave been set in
the walls to prévent them from fillmg with ice when the snow
partially melts on the roofs in midday und freezes in the night or
afternoons. 'The drains from outsidé areaways and stairways are
improperly constructed and are doubtless overtaxed during “heavy

- rains or thaws: These and many other details show the lack of care-
ful planning or poor construction. Such faults should be prevented
in future building.

TIIE SP‘LECTI(;\' OF SCHOOL GROUNDS.

The selection of a good site for a school building is extremely
important. Compfuatne]y few bonrds' of educgtion realize how

" intimately the size, shape, position, orlcntutlon, and contour of a.
» school lot may affect not only the sort of building it is to carry,
but somewhat intimately the whole educational usefulness of the
building. Satisfactory lighting for classrooms can on'.ly be had when
the windows fade either east, or west. Suppose, therefore, that a
h}pt ;gy chqsm froptmg a stneet gr roadway running nprth upd south..

.
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- The lighting could be properely arranged under these conditions
only if the broad sides of the building should front east or west; -
- hence a whole side of the bugling should open toward the street. |
. This might be all right providdl the lot were deep enough from east
~ to west to set the building well back from the street, otherwise the
noise and dust from the street wonld be a constant menace to the:
quict and healthful condition of the classrooms.  1f, on the other-
hand; a lot be selected fronting a street running east or west, then

the end or narrow part of the byilding would have to face the
street and the windows on the broad sides of the building face east

or west. Generally speaking, this js the best direction in which to
face a building. It permits the main entrance to Le situated in one
end of the main hall so that the classrooms may-be Jocated on ejther
side of this, opening to the cast and veest for their light. This, then, -

| would shield the roonys somewhat from the noise and dust of the
street and allow the long axis of e building to run at right angles

to the street. Furthermore, it is advisable, if possible, to select g
lot on the south side of a street running east and west rather than

- the northside. . The reason for this preference is that the playground
back of the building will receive the sun better -and be drier and .
more acceptable as a playeround than if it were in sbadow of the
building. : R - .
The necessity of selecting a Yot which can Le easily -drained ig
“Hustrated by “the location of the high-school building. Here, be-
cause the basements are decp and the ground nearly level, the diffi-
culty of placing the tile drajn abont (he buildings sufficiently low to .
keep the foundations and basements dry isevident. Ifaq playground
runs ofl into low gronnd which receives the drainage from contiguous -
territory, another difficulty is encountered.  Alj considerations, there-
fore, demand a lot which lies highér than the ground about it at -
least in one direction, with ample gpportunity for thorough subsoil

. drainage. / . * A
Large grounds for school buildings are important even though the
children must walk for a greater distance. Play 4s one method of -
= tleaching children, and it is their legitimate ridht. The games of
. children meet the instinctive needs of child ife. Through their
variety  they have given the children almost an mnlimited opportunity . -
. Tor exercise which tends to develop all parts of the body. Instine- -,
- tively boys have taken to those games which ¥emand strength and
{lectness, while girls’ games are more individualistic and less strenu-. .|
ous, especially upon the muscles of the shouldersand back, Besides, .|
games ave the most democratic institutions about our schools. The.

! heroof the playground is not nieasured by any family or social rela~ o
HE o b . A . N i Qa9 e 0o o i L e
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adjust their tempers. It is poor economy to stint.children with
schnt playgrounds and to fail to give them the nceded oppogtunity
for cooperative effort. The problem in America is to learn to sub-
ordinate individual desire when this runs counter to the best insti-

~ tutions of the group. Waell-regulated and well-ordered playgrounds.
are fundamentally negessary for an education in a democracy which
we are-striving to attain. It is better to economize in many other
things rather than in spaces for plavgrounds. Five or six acresob
ground around the high-school group of buildings would afford
.space for tennis coutts, basepall Jiamonds, and football grounds, and
would add greatly to the educational popoxtumtns A playground
at a distunce from the school building is better than none, but the
lack of necessary supervision and care always detrdbts from the
value of such games as may be organized. ~ Furthermore, shower
baths, lavatories,"and drinking water are more easily supplied at the
school building than at’ a detached playground. Al successful
democracies have counted heavily on gumes and plays as a funda-’
wmental part of thé preparation for citizenship.. A boy who has no
opportunity to learn to play at school is deprived of one of -the
essentials of education, both bliysical and social,

- A school lot, if possible, should always be away from busy thor-
oughfares, fxom busiugss houses, from railways and noisy car lints
of any description. It showdd be a quict, dcm safe spot where chil-
dren.can be gathered together, free from dl~t1ubnn(e and from the
dirt and dust of modern commercial life. & :

The Elyria school board is to be commended for its policy of mak-
ing a careful study of the city and anticipating as far as possible the
needs in its several districts by going into the market early and select-
ing the best locations, and thus forestalling exorbitant prices usually
demanded for\&hool grounds. !

By way of recupitulation it njay be said that school grounds de-
mand the following conditions: '

1. They should be large enough for ample playgrounds.

2. They should be dry aund capable of thorough underdraimage.

3. They should preferably face a street running east and west and
sntuutod on the south of the street. . i

4. They should be’away from busy thomughfums, manufacturing

plnces, street railways, stcam‘rml“ ays, and any other disturbing or
injurious environment. ‘

5. The soil sliould be capable of° pxoducmg lawns, ﬂowels, and =
trees, and suitable for playgrounds. i

1]
-
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¢ PLANNING- 8CHOOL BUILDING&

. 'When new buildings are %o be constructed it Jis desirable that a
committee of teachers, with the superintendent as its chairman, be’
sclected to cooperate. with the archifeet in working out every detail .
ol the plans. The architect should make pencil sketches for pre-
timinary studies unty® full agreement is reached betwecn the com-
niittee, the board; any the architect. Before final plans aré’ made it
wonld be well to subm eliminary plans to specialists in this
field. and then, of cdurse, to the State anthorities for approval. The
-architect should never be allowbd to make final drawings until these
preliminary studies are carefully made and approved by all con-’
céined.  Teachers kndw, or should know, what conditions are de--
manded for comfort, convenience, and health in sehool buildings, and
they have a perfect right to be heard. They know more abotit school-
houses from the standpoint of function than architects do. . Archi-+-
teets should “be }led rospbnsib]ew(f:])\safety in construction,” for
honesty in workmanship, for wise specifications, and for knowledge
of markets and tabor, and for planning tg meet a given budget angd
to eliminate waste space. An honest and capable arghitect can-always
save more than the amount of his fees. School architecture is unlike
any otlier line of building, and demands special prepavation and a
" true conception of the purpose of education. . ’

A ¢
817 OF CLASSROUMS, ! )

. -

The classrooins in many of the, older buildings of Elyria are un-
' necessarily large. The policy seems to be to set the number of pupils
for classes in the elementary school at about 40. Naturally, high-
_sthool classes will vary with the subjects taught and with the ad- _
vancement of the classes. A‘clussromn 31 fect long, 23 feet wide, and -
12} feet high is darge ¢nough for a class of 40 clementagy pupils; to
~ make it larger than this not only increases the initinl cost, but adds
“to the expense for upkecp, heating, and cleaning. A room of this
size is easily lighted from one 'side, brings ¢he teachors and pupils
sufficiently near together for easy instruction and good control,’and
tends to prevent the mistake sometimes made of burdening the
. teacher with too large a class. : 5 °
Classrooms in high-school buildings should be of varying sizes, for
it .is’ poor economy to teach'a small clyss in advanced Latin, for-
. example, in aglarge room.. On the other hand, classes in ‘first-year -
+  English, mathematics, gnd_ history require a room large etough for .
from 20 t0'30 students, which should be the maximum sizo of a clags,
. High-school children‘isnally pass:frdin room to room for thigir recits-
-~ tions, and programs ¢an be made'so” that the'smaller roophs-ecan |
;- 1ised for-the smaller clusses and the lirga rooma for the ;
S 5 T o B
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It is a mistake to make classrooms higher than 124 feet from finished
floor to finished ceiling. With rooms of the size indicated good light
and ventilation can be obtained with a ceiling of that height, money
can be saved in construction, and the fewer steps in the stairways -
would lessen the danger in case of fire and relieve adolescent girls jn

a measure from what might be & severe strain. The newer buildings
are approximately correct in this particular, and no further em-
phasis need be placed on this point.

-

CLOAKROOMS.

The various methods employed in providing cloakrooms are ing
general satisfactory and no suggestion or criticism seems necessary.
Usually it is ‘better to open cloakrooms for the clementary classes
into the classroom only, Where fans are used, an exhaust duct
. _should be st well above the clothing, so that these rooms may be
ventilated directly outward and not into the classrooms. The plan
of opening cloakrooms into classrooms malkes it possible for teachers
to prevent many mistakes in clothing, umbrellns, Tunch boxes, etc.
It'must be remembered that moral stmdards of children are in the
- making, and unnccessary temptation, to say the least, is a useless risk,

COLOR OF WALLS,

- Walls or wainscoting below the level of the children’s eyes when
seated should be of some ‘nonreflecting color, as a neutral brown.
This harmonizes well with any other coloring and is unoffensive and
not easily red. The walls above the level of the eyes of children,
save, of course, the-blackboard spaces, should be a light shade of
gray or slightly buff gray. \The color of the ceiling should be some-
o What lighter, but so applied as to ‘climinate blotches of high light y
that might cause trouble. Hallways should always be of a Jighter
calor, in order to prevent the absorption of light. A good plan is
to use white-enameled brick for a rather high wainscoting and white
plasterfor the wall$ and ceilings above. The halls of thé McKinley
School are too dark.. The wainscoting is made. of glazed brownish
brick ‘and the ceiling and walls of other shades of brown.or green.
The small rooms back of-the landings of thestairways shut out
much of the light. The condition would be improved at little ex-
pense by painting the walls and ceilings a tlear white. If that is
« not suflicient, more windows should be placed in'the wall between
. the land_inﬁ and the small rooms back of them. It is not advisable
to uge wall paper, especially dark paper, in classrooms. Such rooms .
are more wholesome with the propéx plastering, refinished when .
~ mecessary with a good quality of kalsomine. Most wall paper.ab-
sorbs too much light, is easily defaced or sgilejd, and in a short time

. will preserit an unkemipt dppearatice. . : e
n L 5 R Ay RN S
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FLOORS, L *
In the main, the buildings of Elyria, especially the newer: ones,
have good maple floors, and with proper care they should prove
- entirely satisfactory for an indefinite period. Such floors ought to-
be scrubbed rarely, and then with as little water as possible. If these,
ftoors are frequently serubbed, as now seems to be the practice, the
alternate shrinkings and swellings will canse cracks to open and
il with'dirt, the boards to cup and to loosen frem the,joists below.
The: pbres of the wood should be closed with some unobjectionable
filler .and the floor should be:surfaced with floor wax to prevent
undue wear and tear. It appears . that the Ohio law does not pro-
hibit the use of hot linseed oil in such quantity gs the floors will
fully and readily absorb.  After this is dry the floor should be
waxed and polished and daily swept with some acceptable sweeping
compound or with a combination"of clean, fresh sawdust properly
dampened with water and wax or a light nonodorous oil: To thig *
mixture may_be added also a portion of salt or cleah, white sand.
Good brushes should be supplied to all. janitors with which to do
the sweeping. They are now complaining of lack of these. Sticky
oil as a floor dressing is objectionable in many ways and it is not to ’
be recommended.- The wood floors in general, under the present .
metod of treatment, are rapidly .deteriorating and” will soon be
unsightly and more and more difficult to keep sanitary. It is always
poor economyto neglect the floors of school buildings, for they at
- best receive hard usage and are "a vital element in the Realth of
 children as well aarin the general appearance of the building.
The_method of treatment which has been’ suggested will not only
preserve the floors but will prevent much of the fine dust from lift-
ing into the air and falling again on desks, books, and. all the fur-
-imiS};ings of a schoolroom. While it is impossible to keep down all
~~dust, it is very important to reduce this menace to health to the lowest .
" possible point. Dusting should be. done with so-called dustless mops
ind brushies, rather than with rags or any sort of a feather duster: .
for these latter only scatter the dust, again to cause trouble. -~ © .
Much wear and tear on floors can be- prevented by well-cared-for -
Playgrounds, especially if cement walks ard constructed all -about .
. school -buildings. The children would gathér less mud on their ghoes .
4@ carry in less'sand and fine gravel to cpt and grind out the *
floors. . Plenty of scrapers should be furnished, and the éhild_pe_n:;f
should bé.tfained to clean, their shoes carefully. This habit, wiit= 3
be useful through life. : ‘Without- some device ifo Bold'and-bg,lp,hbeff’ 3

_themselves, children can not .‘_clean.f(\;ljeil‘_\_s!ioes"'wgll. ~ Stakes or rods. }(:“
-+ -of'a_pipe railing properly placed, for. the, children to-hold .would:be .

g S g P e o e e *Tmeche v Y SN
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LIGHTING OY 8CHOOL BiJlLDINUS.
~

- The best natural illumination for classrooms is obtained through
-/ windows opening toward phe east or west. Offices, libraries, labora-
tories, manual training rooms. domgstic science rooms, and other
rooms for. similar purposes may have south- light, while drawing-
rooms and art rooms in general are well situated when receiving
north side light or north skylight. ' 3
There are several reasons for preferring east or west light for class-
rooms, and two of the most important of-these- “may be stated as fol-
lows:

. East exposure on clear days affords opportunity for the warming
and purifying mﬂl'u_nces of sunshine in the rooms before school time,
and also allows shades to be completely rolled up as.soon as the sun
1= high enough for the direct rays of thesun to leave the desks near-
est the windows.

A west exposure receives the direct rays in the afterngons for only
a short time before school closes and on sunny days shalbs will have
! {0 be used at most about an hour and a half. Immediately after
school adjourns for the day these shades should be rolled up and left
so until the direct rays of sunlight come the next day.  Such manage-
ment of shades will greatly-aid in keeping classrooms wholesone.
JIn this discussion it has been assumed that classrooms are pro-
vided with unilateral llghtmg, that sufficient. glass ares is prov ided ;
‘that the windows are set in the correct place, and that the c]ass-
‘room is of the proper size and proportion. Most of the old buildings
were constructed with windows on two sides of classrooms, and this
was done more for the sake of outward appearance than for the

" comfort and health of pupils and teachers. - Arclitects have been.

. compelled to set themselves to the task of planning, first for useful- .
ness and for the best outside appearance afterwards. A good illus-
tration.of .unilateral lighting is the Gates School. Unfortunately, -
. the windows in this building while properly groklped are set 8o low
that in most of the classes the children’s eyes are’in a strain because
the reflected light from without shines dircetly into their eyes. The
lower, part of the sash of all clasroom windows should be above'the
* level of the eyes of the children when they are seated at their desks.
The windows in ‘the - rooms for the first grades should never be set
]ower than 3§ feet above the floor,and’ those for all the hlgher classes
should be set at least 4 feet above the floor. -~ - :

\ The windows of most of the buildings are. ]ong enough to reach

" . mear the- qellmgs, and~thls plan should. be consxstently gollowed, In

e
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tions. ' In Elyria where there is apparently not enough smoke to be -
trodblesome and no hills to raise the horizon line, properly set
glazing in the ratio of one to .five ought to be sufficient. We sug-
gest that a.room 31 by 23 by 12} feet, which is large enough for 40°
clementary school pupils, would be well lighted by five wihdows 8
feet long and 34 feet wide, set 4 feet above the floor, a €

S8EATING.

Bilateral lighting of classrooms makes the .problem . of seating*
much more difficult than with unilateral lighting. The law of Ohio
specifies the width of the aisles, both next the window side and be-
tween desks. Possibly this is in general a wise precaution, and yet
the specification for the aisles next the window seems to be unneces-
sarily large. When buildings are properly constructed and windows
set as they should be, an aisle 18 inches wide next the windows, free
from all obstructions, is sufficient. - Of course if buildings are poorly -
constructed and the windows are badly fitted, so that"much cold air
blows through, it is better for the children to be at 1 greater distance
from the windows. It is better to arrange the desks in rows parallel:
to the Jonger axis of the room, provided, of course, this does not com-
pel the children to’face the windows. The reason for this demand is

- to pré'vvent the children furthest from the windows from having to
work in poqr illimination. The main- light should come from the
left of the children when seated at their desks, so that they will not
be troubled. with the shadows of their own hodies or hands on their
books or paper. If children were generally left-handed. it would Be
propqr for the light to come from the right side: In a corner room
with windows on both outer walls, it is extremely difficult either for
the teacher or the pupils to be placed so that one or the othor will not
be forced to face glaring windows, for usually in" such rooms the .

- windows on one side arc insufficient for light when the others are
closed. Moreover, cross shadows are proguced, ,and these are un-

' necessary distractions. Generally speaking, no seat should be further
from the main source of illumination than a distance equal to twice .
the height of the top of the window above the floor, For example, " °
if windows 12 feet high are placed in one side only and ‘with the
longer axis of the room, then the room may be 24 feet wide, It is
better, however, to group the desks as close to the window side of the . |
classroom as pagsible, taking into account all conditions. Where-40

- children are to be accommodated in one classroom, usually the best =
o arrangement is fite rows of desks with eight in each fow.” This will: .
*-give sofficient space near the blackboard for workets and-will a}'léé\;"»-,fg
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A |
space in front for the%yhm 's desk. There are some advantages |
in this plan, but there are also some serious disadvantages. One of

" these is that it removes the children so far from the teacher’s black-
board that it may be very diflicult for some of themn to see an&iunder-
stand the work she places there. A more serjous difliculty is that ..
when the children are so far in the rear. even with unilateral light- -
ing, too much light shines into their faces, It is sometines difficnlt. 9
too, for the children to understand what the teacher savs'and for
the teacher to understand the children. Of course, there is some
advantage to the teacher to be able to bring the children before her
in groups for certain exercises or recitations. This; however, does
not fully offset the difliculties enumerated.

Those who set the desks should be directed to put them at a minus
distance apart; thiat is. if a vertical Jine is dropped from the edge
of the desk toward the floor it slumld ¢ut the seat about 2 inches
.from its front edge. I‘ln% of course, should vary somewhat with
the style of desks used. The purpose of this is to give the children
the use of the back rest while they are busy at their work.

In the study room of the Lincoln School the desks should be turhed
toward the north end of the building with the left side to th¥® west.
This would necessitate closing the windows on the north side by
opaque curtains and keeping them ‘closéd: but this arrangement
-would certainly bring great relief to.the students, especially to those
students who are farthest from the light aud have to work in ‘their
® own shadows. The desks are now placed so that the backs of the
“pupils are to the west, which is the main GO of light.

BLACRBOARDS, -

There is cbmparatne]y little to be said regardmg blackboards
\egapt te commend the wisdom of the board in installing a good _
uality of slate. In certain buildings, however, the. blaclkboards are
gt set at the proper distance above the floor. Generally speaking,
plackboards for the first and second grades should be not lower
than 26 inches from the floor; for the third and fourth, 28 inches;

for the fifth and sixth, approximately 30 inches; and for all’ other
grades, 3 feet. If blackboards are set.too low the children must - '
kneel on the floor or else their writing is done under great difficulty.
- Some._ of the slate panels were budly set and have. loosened fromn
then' backing, thereby making uneven joints: Such a condition is °
“troublesome, because in the hands of children erasers are likely to °
. strike the: uneven joint, fall to the floor, and scatter dust in the
-room. Very careful supervnslon should be given to workmen. who
R are’ engaged. in ‘installing blackboards to see that the.panels are all
"ed securely'to the backmg‘. and.that. the joists are true and .. -

o

ERIC

Aruitex: provided by Eric



o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

SCHOOL BUILDINGS, '

Some of the buildings are still using composition boards, and
these seem to be in a fair condition, but in the long run such boards
. Are more expensive than good slate, for they will constantly need-
- repairs. ',Besides, composition boards after use _
“tleck, and are liable to rveflect light in such a way as to mnake the
work on the board illegible from some parts of the room. Good
slate is” free from this defect, and if properly cared for will lust
indefinitely. It is gdod economy to use the quality of slate that is

installed in most of the new buildings.

HEATING,

By reason of the fact that the buildings were examined when no
heat was needed the only informatior we are able to get concerning
the effectivencss.of (he heating systems was derived from janitors
and teachers and from a general examination of (he apparatus, All
the newer buildings are supplied with steam-heating systems, while
some of the.older buildings use hot-ajr systems.
expected; for much progress has been ninde since the old high school
Certainly the Jow-
-as.those at Elyria.
With good boilers well set, suflicient radintors Properly placed and
cquably balanced, and with a.satisfactory system of thermostats
kept in good repair, there should be little trouble in getting suffi-

or the Ridge Street bl‘li](ling was constructed.
pressure steam heating is best for winters as cold

cient heat. .

It may be of some use to suggestgthat since the watendpressure in
the city is not very high at times thewir pumps supplying the pres-
S;the thermostats may not- give the pressure needed to

handle the da vers-effectively, It-is easy to learn if this js true,
Complairt was made by the janitors at several buildings that some
rooms were insufliciently supplied with radiators., - This was true
especiglty for the Technical High School. the Gates School, and one )
or two others. * Sometimes ineffective heating is due to insufficient g
discharge of condensations rathet thah to a lack of radiating sur.
face. At the Gates building are some very long wall-pype radiators,

sure tanks fo

which at best are not very effective. They are so set as to s
slow drain’a\ge, and that would, of course, result in smaller g—tn:;:\
capacity. If this be the source of the trouble there, it.canbe easily
remedied.  The deficiency at the high school seems to be lack of ‘
sufficient radiating surface, especially in the halls and assembly. -
room, because the heat from the tempering coils in the basement - *
is largely absorbed in. the cavernous_plenum chgmber below, It ..
. would be possible fo meet the deficiency "by adding-td" the indirect "+
* radiation by multiplying the ‘tempering coils, . '

der .the‘-ﬂgg‘)fs ’v!;ithbut

but- this ‘would -be:

-
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If the heating problem is serious, the best thing to do is to employ
a8 competent engineer and let him make a thorough exumination
during very cold w eathg‘.md report the best means of correction.

None of the buildings is snpphed with humldlfym(r devices. A
higher temperature, thereforc, is required in the classrooms than .
would be required if the percentage of saturation were raised by
introducing moisture. For example, in zero weather, when air out-
side has a high degree of saturation, if it is heated to 68 or 70° I,
it expands to such”an extent as to reduce the saturation to a wvery
Jlow degree. The air‘is dry and harsh and will quickly absorb moist- .
ure from the skin and respiratory tracts. As e (mea(ion isalwaysa
cooling process, children and teachers are chilly m a roam supplied
with such air, when with more moisture they would he comfortable
at the same temperature. In all future buildings some inexpensive
and yet effective humidifying device should be installed; it would
"not only save expense, but it would add to the health and comrfort
of all concerned. A temperaturc of ¢6° when the saturation is as
liigh as 51 per cent is more corifortable than 70° when the per-
centage of saturation is as low as 25, which is not at all infrequent
in, classrooms in ¢old weather _ .

VENTILATION,

Under the topic “ workmanship.” attention was called to the defects
in the plenum-fan system of the main part of the Technieal High
School building, and no further diséussion of the ventilation of that
bulldln;: is necessary here.  Attention should be ealled, however. to
the general necd of more careful ventilation # the other buildings,
especially when the fans are not running. -At the time of the exani-
ination the weather was mild. and since little or no heat "was needed
4he fans were not running. The ventilation ‘of the classmon _de-.
pended on the thonghtﬁllnmy of the teacher, and’ her knowledge of
handling the windows. “()\t of the classrooms visited were badly
milated and the air Was foul apd unfit fo breathe. Both teachers

]amtorb should ‘be carefully instructed on the best methods of
managing windows for ventilation. One of.the difficulties incident
to the use of windows for supplying the classrootns with fredh air is
in the kind of shades .used. Those tenchers who have classrooms
. with.a southern exposure are compelled to draw down the shades
during all sunny ‘days to protect the%hl]dmn from the glare of direet.
sunshine on their desks: hence they must open the lower: half of the -
\vmdows for “ventilation, -and: the puplls are subjected to drafts
Those rooms with windows on the north hav& no need for shades, and

- those supplled onght 'to be removed, unless the teacher i is compelled to .
Q?fi' " the: windqws. - Rooms depen'dmg wholly upon’ east. wmdqws."-
61' ‘shadés in; the eaﬁ? art-of-thi d;;iy.-only,.an fter h

»‘fw‘g"" \,.gtw e %
. "‘
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direct sunlight passes, the teachers should be instructed to roll up the
shides, both for the sake of light and in order that the sash may be
drawn down from the top for ventilation. Classrooms with west
windows only should have the shades rolled up until the sunshine
begins to be troublesome, and as <oon us schook closes they shoyld be
again rolled up until the next afternoon, This ‘will not only insure
better light during school hougs, bot will also afford.an opportunity

) for the sunshine to sweep the room and purify it after school - hag
closed for the day. - = ©

Many of the top sashes Have no eatches into which window sticks

may.be inserted to raise or lower the sash, This defect should be

remedied at once and all the windows made easily manageable.

Teachers are very busy
. windows as eaxily as men
which permits casy adjus
or clse those now in use
casings so that they may

people, and women are not able to handle .
can.  Either a type of shade should be used
tinent to all parts.of the window openings,
should be fastened to the bottom of the
be pulled up from the bottom rather than

+ down from the top. At any rate it is essential to the health of

tenchers and pupils that the ventilation should be better than it was
when the buildings were examined. _ - : _
Much has be¢n said recently regarding the value of fans for driving -
resh air into classrooms. " The State code specifies or permits the
use of fans and presumably assurhes that sufficient fan power. will
Jbe supplied. _ '
Unfortunately, many school boards th ughout the country have -
failed to supply suflicient fan power to meet the theoretical require-
ment, not to mention practical demands. In the main, and especially
“in the larger buildings of Elyria. the fans-are too small to drive in
suflicient fresh air and keep it in motion in the classrooms. .Under °
* these conditions teachers must either keep the children in impure
and often superheated ait, or else resort to open windows for help.
1f some -teacherg 19 this and others do not, then the balancg in
pressure is destroyed, and some rooms are profiting at the expense of
others, If fans aré to be used, by all means put’in fans too large
rather than too small, for the latter cndanger the health and comfort. -
of the children. The most expensive thing in school work is bad ajr.

DRINKING WATER.

.

. The board of edueation is to be cogmended in supplying sani
(‘irinkir}g fogntains easily accessible to the children, where they

have good water ‘without danger of contamination, - The -only
gestion to be made with regard to this service ig that fountai

the smaller children be set at the proper height, so that th
+ "dridk without climbing.on:boxe -or-stools “and ; without i
. -stand. too ebect :

XL,
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tions to suit their needs. Applmnus are flequc,ntly purchased with-
out this care, - .
.. TOILETS,

The boys’ toilet in the Lincoln School is in a very bad condition and
should be remedijed at"once. One plan would be (1) to move the
partition between the girls’ and boys’.rooms farther south, so as to
add another window to the hoys’ room, and (2) to set the seats so as.
to face the windows and place the nrinals under the windows, so that
both the seat stalls and the urinals may have light and sunshine.
The best of fixtures should be installed in hoth rooms, and the floor
should be set with white tile or made of terrazo. Buack of the stalls
in the boys' room, if they arcset as recommended, a small storeroomn

can be made, and a door_ into the boys' toilet should be opened from
the passageway leading to the space where bicycles are now kept.
All the walls should he thoranghly cleaned and cither painted with
white_water-proof paint or’ set with white tiles. If another and
larger room can be found in a convenient and private place in the
building and supplied with sinshine. it would be far hetter to install
"new fixtures for the boys’ toilet there, for, with the best adjustment
possible in the room now occupicd, and even with the enlargement
suggested, it may l)e too short for a sutlicient numbex of seats .m(l
urinals. v

The paititions hetween the stalls are, in lmth the boys’ and girls’
rooms, unnccessarily. high: they impiede ventilation and make the
rooms dark. Five feet is high enmmh for the partition in the girls'
toilets and 53 feet is high encugh for those in the boys’ room. They
can be braced by tcmng together rods from the front corner post to
a ved or pipe running across the front, sufficiently ]ngh to give head
room for the tallest students. This method is now in use in some of
the buildings.
~ These rooms should he put in better condition, for they now invite
defilement and careless nsnge. The toilet rooms in the Ridge School
building and in the Jefferson biilding are also in bad condition and
need remode]mg and refitting. The rooms. ‘at the Franklin School,
while not in such bad condition ns those in the other buildings men-
tioned, are supplied with old-style furniture, set back.to back, an:!

the light and ventilation are insufficiegt. "All these rooms should be
.renovated at the earliest” possible date, and modern ﬁ&ures should .
berinstalled.

At this- pomt it may be well to mnke some su«gestlons touchm;_
| the proper location of toilet rooms and the best method of equipping
4 them. First; the toilet rooms should have direct. sunshme, and plenty.
ot it, _to keep them snmtary and. Ilght Seoond the stalls should o ncé

ght. beset bick to. -all parts: of.the.
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. very acceptacle.  Tenth, toilet rooms need not be over 12 feet wide.

_serving ‘them from the wear of sand And grit -that are dificiilt to

Ment with ducts leading to hglh‘vays only, and depending on long
*hose connected with these to clean the classrboms, they prove unsatis-

;- install & vécuum clesiring device of this typois to.put an opening in_-s*
e front of each room; . sufficient.~ [In

- SCHOOL BUILDINGS, ' 78

3 E)
be open for quick inspection. Third, the best sanitary fixtures should
be installed under guaranty, preferably direct individyil washouts'
for the seats, and white porcelain urinals, Fourth, the xooms should
be set in tile or terrazo and should drain td an ‘outlet, so that the
flogrs may be waslied out every duy after the close of school.  Iifth,
cither an exhaust fan should be installed t§ disclrarge the aiefrom the
seat amd the rooms as a whole into an independent duct leading to
the outside through the roof. or else ample window ventilatlon shounld
be afforded.  Sixth. ghe sides of the stalls should e as low as privacy
will permit and braced as indicated before. Seventh, the fixtures for
the little folks should be of juvenile size and so placed that auto-
matic segregation of the vounger pupils from the older would take
place.  Eighth, a mechanic should he eharged wifh the duty of keep-
ing the closets in repair, and the janitor shoul] he required to keep
them in good sanitary condition at a]) times. Ninth, a private room
shorld Le supplied. for the older girls, angd in this a sel f-closing sani-
tary receptacle should be placed. For high schiools, a nickel-in-the-
slot machine from which snnitm'_vmnpl‘gins can be had has proved

for large Moms invite congregation. tend to prevent the sunshine .
fram reaching all parts, make uxuw'c(*.s:Szu"‘y labor in keeping them
clean, and increase the initiul eost, Eleventh, if proper privacy can
he had, toilets should be installed on all the floors and not in the
basements only, Twelfth, lopg tvivow Fooms with windows at one
ond, such ‘as those in the Technical High School building, are not
satisfactory. Finally, in order to set high standards of decency and -
decorum, especially amongst the boys, turn in the light and keep
these rooms above reproach. - . -

Iy

VACUUM " CLEANING,

Vacuum cleaning devices for school buildings, properly installed
and regularly used, are of great service in kecping floars clean, pre-

sweep up, and preventing the rise of dust in the air to settle agnin on
desks' and.other school furniture. ® If, however, the attempt is made,
as it has been in many places, to install a vaciuum engine in the bhase-

factory for the simple reason that the hose is so long and heavy that
janitors can not or will'not ‘Handle it. * Besides, a long hose offers so: .-
much ‘friction, to the passage of the air that its. suction power js<:-%:
greatly redueed-and it is much less effecti ve, The only proper way to °

T 5,
u dgf I

50 that, a"short hose, w
can 4

ill. be: 8 @
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tion. When such a system is used regularly, school children suffer -
less from colds ahd are less liable to other forms of contagious
troubles.  Unless vacuum systems are correctly installed, strong
cnough to give vigorous suction, ind used consistgptly, it is seareely
voorth while to go to the expense of installing them.  When they
have failed to weet expectations, the failure lms been generally due
to false ec onomy in inst: iHling apparatus too small and with inclii-
cient piping. : =

JANITOR, SERVICE,

“The janitor service of th(‘?]\ll.l s(‘ll()()l department is properly on
a civil-service basis. T his means sec urity of position so long as the
serviee is of standard qualiy, and advance in wages when the work

'(l()’(‘lthm in quality or quantity ineyeases. One of the most impor- '
tant oflicers conmected with a school. especially an o]unon(.uv sclwol,
i an intelhigent, eareful, and painstaking pnitor. His work is not
confined to sweeping. dusting. and providing heat and ventilation,
Lut there are literally scorey of-duties for him to perform which are
not nsually considered by those who employ him.  Morcover, the
miachinery in a modern school building denunds intelligence and in-
itiative of a high degree. A janitor who i~ \l\illfu] with tools and has
ability to constrnet needed devices. to repair minor defeets 1 equip-
ment, ard meet all sorts of -emergencies is o public servant who
deserves appreciation and commendation. There are daily oppor-
tynities also for mordl service which must be tactfully and wisely
performed. No téacher in a school coties into more vital moral con-
tact with the boys than the janitor. The janitor has a profession
which should offer incentive fm' prmnminn and progress.” Tt wonld
be well to have'regular meetings of janitors, for which spomﬁed pro-
fessional programs should be arrange «d and better ways of doing
their work difcussed. Such a series of mectings nnght be organized
into a sort of janitor school, to improve tho.e whowre in service, and
to prepare candidates to enter thie service. There are always betler

- ways of doing things: and as new conditions arise new adjustments
miust be made.  The programs should include lectures from the
school superintendent, the inspector of buildings, health officvi~.
plumbers, eagineers, and also opportunities for the janitors them
selves to set forth the special devices or methods which they find usc-

. ful. They should have books and magazines felating to their duties,

_ and 4 consistent effort should be made to de olop a real professional
spmt Some janitors use more conl than necessary, through lack of
understnndmg of combustion and stoking: ethers waste water,.gas,
and clectricity; some are \klnf\ll in saving, and in making the most -

of conditions. If all such experiences Were brought to light and ex-

: amingdv_q,mtennggntly,and symp&thetwal};gs&vmg“m@‘ better service
= z 2 @ : e §
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uncasy and many of then were complaining of this or that,
possible to say whether these complaints were well founded or not.
The janitdrs repeatedly volinteered the statenent 'th
difficult to get the supplies they needed, or in case repairs were im-
peratively nceded that velief came very slowly. There were no dut- -
. ward signs of disloyalty. but.¢here.cun be no doubt of the uneasiness. _
- Whether as a vesult of this general state of mind o other conditions
anifor service in some instances not of the hightest
standards. In a number of buildings. for instance, we found the
fresh-uir intake dirty and nsed s o storage place for oil cans, brooms,
mops, and the like. Tt should be cleay even to the niost thoughtless
that this space’should be kept serupulowsly elean, for through it the
fan is drawing the air for lhe'clnssr(mms:- Any dust or odor allowed
to gather there will be driven into the classrooms to the detriment
and discomfort of the teachers snd c¢hildren, Bexides.cany mate-
rial stored in these intakes will be an obstruction to the passage of the

we found the j

air and hence lessen the effectiveness of the fane,

for necessary supplies, 5

It would be well to provide some cengral storage placg whiere all
unused or<broken furniture supplies in use niight be stored until "
needed:  Furthermore. a good deal of combustible material would
thus be removed from basements and fire hazards-woull be reduced:

. In every new building a fireproof closet should be
basement for the storage of paints, oils, and mops which are more
or less saturated with ‘oil or wax. It was observed that a fire had
started from such muaterials in one of the closets in the Technical
High School. Caution in all things 6f this'sort is of more value thun

fire escapes, 0 :

The grounds about the school buildings were not in good condi- |

“tion. It is hard to undérstand why ash piles should be banked up
against the aest side of the old high-sehool building or in the court .

of the new Technical High School builditig.  These piles keep the

ground and walls damp and are not in keeping with the neatness
for which the schools strive. Some of the playgrounds look ‘ragged : { |
“and un"-!('emf)t. - A systematic attempt ought to be made to pu
in drder immediately. A number of the buildings leak and needre-."
: : ding.when: leaks mar"

pairing:. A janitor can. not keep a neat:buil
nd flgors,

[}

- ‘The:roof on the Jefferson: buildin;

Lack of. storage”
room was frequently given as the reason for thus 11sing this space,
and there scemed ¢o be in some buildings a real lack of storage space

provided

2k

It is im-

at it -was very

16

would result. Besides, a trade or profession which does not command
intelligent interest will degenerate info g mere task, more or less
loathsome. . ,

During the time the buildings were inspected the ‘Janitors were

in the

t them .




Chapter V, .
HIGH SCHOOL. , ‘

.

' 1. PROUGRAM QF STUDIES, :

~The program of the studies of the high school at Elyria. Ohio. is
divitled into three currienla—8he classienl, commercial;and industrial,
The classical curriculum is deseribed as *a straight road to the col-
lege of arts.  Colleges generally require four to six credits of foreign
languages, Litin or German. or both, one or two of history, two of
science, two or three of mathematics and three of English: the re-
maining units may be elected. as shown below, making a total of 15.”
The commercial curriculiun aims “ to give a practieal biusiness course
and (o broaden the mental horizon by valuable supplementary aca-
demic studies.” ‘The industvial currieutun. according Lo fha prinied |
course of study, leads “directly to such technical schools as Case,
Ohio State, or Boston. which will aceept four eredits in manual train=
ing. Without "looking forward to the uniyersity, it fits the student
forimore effective work in vavieus industrial lines.” The three cur:
ricula fouow: g N

CLASSICAL. . COMMERCIAL. 3 INDUSFRIAL,
. rwa
Fouglish, ceneral bistory. Fuglish. genckal ht . general | English, gencral historv. geuera!
Latin. “science. und maunal training. science. ’ i
Elect one: © Goneml science, or urts and crafts. Bove: Mevhanieal drawing ().
manual truining, or arts and pattern making, and melding .|* - ]
crufts. (). ; .
Girlss Arts and erafts (), draw.
inz. pottery. modeling, bas LS
. . ketro, and cooking (B |
— ; s\
1 nglish, English. . Eagllsh, algelra, horticaltare.
Algelra. - ‘Bawiness {orms (3) Boys: Architectural drawving (4):
Lutin. Bookknc[‘ln; (A, forging, pattern, and fonuding:
English bistory. Typewriting. olect as an oxtra (4); electricity
Business arithmetio, or plpe fitling.
Industrial history. Girls: Cooking (3, drawing ({). .
. sowing (§). . ) .
Plane goometry. Sten aphy. I'lane geomotry, physics.
Latin or German or both, Bmkolf;cpmg. . « | German. L
Elect: Ihysics or horticulture. | Cominercial geography. Bavs: Machine design, pattern
English (commercial), and foundieg.
Qirls: Motal work, jowelry, honse
designiug, inte§or decoratiny,
hookk b printing, or
gy horticulture. )
S » . a
Raghsh. Lnglish. » | English, Gerinan, solid geometry,
Latin or German or both, Hu\nugmph(. . and algobir ('!or college) or
Solid geometry and aigébra, If | ommerciafl law (3). chemilstry, .
reparing fof college. Bookkee [C) 2 Boys: Drultlng, machine_shop,
Elect: Americas history orcive | Elect: an of clvics or | ' pattern, and founding, cabtnet
les or chemistry or physics. physics, - - ot agriculture. - “
] . : (llrl.-:kﬂojuseb?ld_acnnomy, metal [
N : ] work, jewelry, posters, aurs-
: - m'orcllzﬁdmn, :‘M%gg;i)l
i y [y en’s cl hlng. g
i cylture.

O
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The distribution -of the pupils among the several curricula is as
follows: . ) ) -
- Pereentanc of pupils enrolled - tn various curricula,

a - — -
Currfeula. | Total.

Bogys. Glrls.

Percent. | Pereent. | Perceny.

Industrial, .
Mixed...

The principle npon whicls these currienla were formed js obvi.
ouwsly a good one.  “Ilere is not a wide elective svstem, trusting the
work of the pupil to the vairied whims and unfounded cholces of ghe
pupils. An effort has been male to group the courses of stidy in an

organized serjes leading to certain specific types of work to be fol-
b s

lowed after leaving scljool.. ) C

To test the officiency of this distribution certain .questions muyst he
amwered ; (1) Are too many eurricula offered, dissipating the en-
ergies of'the selool ? (2) Are too few curriculy offered, sacrificing

..the interests of any considerable numbers of pupils? (3) Are the .

curricula as they are arranged at present composed of the wisest
selection of courses possible wnder Dresent conditions? (3) Are the
Pupils receiving. adequate guidance in their selection of the partic-
ukar curriculun) which they wish to pursue? . Oc
1. Are too many enrricula offered #
Theve are two valid reasons why, undeyp certain cir_(‘ums_pnn.ces, a

. very few curricula should be offered. 1Ina small school where there-
e ure very few teachers the multiplication of sections dissipates the,

energies of the sehool. Tn a school where all the children come from
familics of the same class. and are bound for similar occupations,
niultiplication of sections and curricula is unnccessary. Elygpia High
School fulfills neither of these conditions, .. I

=2h(a) T'he school is large enough lo yive many more curricula wigh.

were offered, with' the following distribution:
Number of scctions offered in the several courses 'pf study.

out dissiplating ite energies. In.the fabl éemoéter, 1916, 129 sections

Rections. | - 2 Sections. |
I
-_— ] . ———
Agrienlture ..., L1 P I 31| Mathematfos.......... .. ) ‘
. v 2 Lt Ile .
Drawing... .............. 1. 3 K N ¢ 5
English.., [ .00 1. g 5 : o IV,
: * 11. " 8 | Commercial arithmetic 11"
N . IV 5l German._..,, .. ... .. I..
Hhtory.;................L 9 . 3 .
o R 1§ O "3 -
Commercial geography 111" H
- ommercial geography 00 1
uomeoonom;m.........l.. ;
4.
SR o 3 I3
Latin,............. - Ry
.y a, '. ,‘ LS -
: b 3

- o

ik
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(b) The school draws its pubz'ls from such a variety of homes that
wide variation inits program of studies is highly desirable. A ques-
tionnaire was addrested to the pupils of the high school, asking each

tor the occupation of his father. Replies were received fromn 540
pupils, with the following results: - |
Occupation of parents of children in the b‘lyri‘a High School.
Professional...ceeeeceeeeeaueeaaaaas T s I Trade—Continued. . . .
. a ; 4
Civil engineer......._.-..... 16| Paymnear
Lawyer. . ...oooiiiiiiiiiaannn. 8 . Lol I
Minister...........oooonienn v Man«fac(tu’fng and mcchunical e
Teacher.....ocoooeeiiiiienens 61 tries........... e 185
B Dentist.. ... ... ieeeiaaa . 6 -
Bchool administrator. ...l 2 Machinist........ B — 3
Electrical engincer. . .......... 2 Carpenter T
Mechanical engineer............ & FOrCIman. .o T 20
Chemical engineer. ............ ! Meghanie. . ......... ... docaacd 4
Experimentasl engineer......... | Toolmaker. . oonno oo . 8
Vocational engineer........... - M . Electrician.................... '8
Probate judge.n........... Leee | ’ Fattory workes. ... ... . ... .. 7
Doctor............ TR | Millwright. . . ... e 6
’ a o |l e Molder. .. ... ..o qeceannnnnn 6
i iieasiabiy " Blacksmith Yoo 6
. Merchant.. ... ...... 3 6 e 0 0 15 Plumber. ..a.ooo. ... S 5
Traveling saleman...... §... RN Painter......... ... ... "5
Mansger.~ .. . ........... 10 Steam engincer. . ........ e 4
. Real estate agent. . ....... P "1 o Pipe cutter................. e
Contractor. ....cooieeennncnann. 5 Laborer. ... ..... I TR 4
Tailor. ... peeiecearacnnn ~eeow B Stonecutter.....c.cooeeviennnnn. v 3
~ BookReeper.............e..... ) Baker......... [ eeeenas 2
* Sflperintendent.’........o...l .. 9 Automobile tire mender........ 2
** Live'stock Droker...,.......... 4 Garageman. s.... . ..... e, 2
GFOCET. ... coviiieiiniiiiacanns 3, + Lacemaker.................. e.n 2
Junk dealer. ....lieviiiiigine. 2 Pattern maker.. % ...qoiiin.. 2
. Jeweler..,.. ..... 2{ " Rolignnder....coeeunnonnn.... 2
© Miller..... 21, Inspector. .. .......... Hhgooooa 2
Florist..... feverit it 2 Superintendent machine com-
+ Purchasirig agent ... ... ... 2L, ANy i 1
Lumber yard Yén. .......5... 1 President foundry company.... |
. Shoeman....... .. . ..a...... <. 11" Casebardener................. i
' ' Monument dealer............ e 1 8teel mill foreman. ............ |
Road builder....seceevnvoois 1 Motor assembler. . ...4........ e
Meat cutter. ....cceunininnnn 1 Roll turner...... eeaeeeeraeens S
Shipper. ..... SETRR, doecqpoogas 1 Magon..........cceenen.. e P
Tie dealer..........oovevnnnn.. 1 Foundry manager. ..oee........ 1
8tock and bond dealer. . & e 1 Metal mixer.......oooveiiiia.. 1
Hide dealer.................. .1 Timekeeper.....oamivonreeneny 1
Who}edgle confectioner. ...... .01 MOtOr te8ter. .- ... v eveeny.n. ™ 1
‘Branch manager.......vco.0iy 1| Inner tubeinspector. .....o... 1
Infirmary superintendent., . ... « 1 Polisher..i..c.ocvagieinnranana 1
b Leather inspectorsi: o, mnvawe- 1 Bleel #ange manulesturer., . v.v L
v Automobile ageiif. . .« os . vieis 51 BRO® TOPRILOE. seve i choteeiscon -1
Gas and-¥lectric company....... 41 v T
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* Oceupation of parents of children in the Elyria High S chool—Continyed. '
Transportation. .o o o Soveeneee.... 85 | Public sgrice—Continuéd, 5*
=— Deputy sheriff..... .. terenenn . 1
= Conductor...% .. .............. 10 Member industrial commission 1
Drayman.,..coouuvennnea...... ° 8 ) ' - .
N 3 Domestic and personal rervice. . . . 24
Carimepector. ...l .3 < Barber............... ... g
Dispatcher.................... 2 Saloonkeeper................. b
Chiefelerk.................... 2 Watchouan. . ...... .. ...... 1
P V(0 1) S y0000 o 2 Janitor . 3
Porter. . ..o 1 Chef. . ..o .. ... e I i
Brakeman...,.. A 1 Owner dance hall. ... ......., 1
Lineman............... ... 1 *4 Ownertheater.”............. . 1
- Section foreman. ................ 1 quéranmplemonx...'..:.... L1
Freight agent. . . ........ .. s 1 * Owner lunch counter. . ..., 1
' L = Owneérhotel................. 1
Exzpress, postal, telegraph. te....... 13 . . L=
. . « —— | Qerical service.................. S 10
= Railway postal clerk...... .., : &1 . —=
.Mail carrier... ... L 3 . Clerke i B
Telephone operator.s ... . ... . 2 A?riculture.'j _______________ I 11§
- - . - -—
Public service. ............ s 6 (v Farmers................... m
e, ’ - Gardener..................... 3
Fireman. ...e..o oo ... 1 Horse tniiner. . .. .. 2 (
- » —_
Ct_)unt',\ oﬂjcor.. 1 Others..oueeeen 2 ™
Fire warden....._........ . ... 1 ] 0 —
Probation  oflicer  juvenile Dead.....;..............‘.... 46
court. .. ..........: S0000000 1 “Retired...........0.. ... ... 3
The children in the Elyria High School come. then. from all sorts
of homes. The types cupations rank in the following mdlar:
’ Per cent, Per cent.
Induatry..o 2o o . Tmnsporlation...’............a....; 6.0
" Agrienltupel 19.8 | Personal servire. "'""cr' T
Trade creseneniecennn 171 | Express, t(‘-.......:.‘....'........I..« 2.2 .4
Profe seseseviesiesasi.. 8.9 | Clerical servige. ........ Roo0s eede LT
Othehs...oeieiitiiviennan... B.7. Puhlig Bervice. .. ooiienon.. L 1o
2. [Are too few-curricula offered, sacrifioirig: the intercsts of any con- -}
siderable number of pupils? * - . . e o e
t is of coutse out of the question to provide/ under a systein of -
gronp instruction the very best Possible curriculum. for wrery | >
stude The question is whether or not the classical, commercial. -
and inddgtrisl curricula as they ‘now stand are taking care in _ the -
. o\ ., - e D ! - . q . o
most-efficiént way r oups of pupils who are likely-
"$ to engage im\ sipi ar work after Teaving. school. The ideal ;‘m)/m,
test this woul to procure the history of all the children who had
entered. the, high school- during the past 20 years, trace. their ex-
ey TR R B AL A P e T L s
[eiionces adtar-leaving, soliool, ud Wbon that as :basis obigifi‘an
Lo e of the experispces“whichvit 13 probable the'pupils now in school.
;= Will'have after they-leave. So far ss the investigator .was dble to
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Occ.upationc which the boys of Elyria High School plan to follow.

1Innu/n(‘l‘(zﬁ‘u1ian’d mcchanical in-

-Blectrical engineer_._______. 13 d""”“ ‘T.'—‘““"““‘““ a3
Doctor., 13 Draftsman _._______________ 12
Lawyer -- 13 Master mechanico__.____ m===p" | )
Mechanieal engineer_______ 9 Electriclan ——— .1
Civil engineers wy-————____ 6| Machinist ________________ o v
Engineering_____._________ 5 Engineer __._ . _________ 1
Arechitect _________._______ - 4 Wireless operator___________ 1
. Che"uft e 4 Inspector . __ ... 1
b Musielan ___________________ 3 Printer 1
* Journalist _ . 2 Pattern mnker—_____________ 1
Y. M. C. A. worker____._ 2. Tool makér___ o __________ R
Actor _________________ 1 ==
Radio.englineer 1 | Transportation ______________ = 2
g enonr o 1 mationd wan i
| Violn teacher_ oo oo ceeeer 1, Rzulro_nd mu_lnwr-_‘ _________ :1
| Financier 1| Clerical occupations_____________ tu
I Vocational engxnecp__, ______ o1 -
; Minister 1 Bookkoep?r oo L
i TOTeSter oo 1 Office l?‘” """""""""" J
SArmy oMcero o ioe o 1 Stenographer —zeeooooeeo. .
Dentist Y| pgricndture oo ____ 230
Cartoonist 1 _—
— Earmer ... __ o o ... . 2
Trade 3 - —= _’3 Mn;'ket gardener.._________ 1
P Pharmacist «_____. —~—a— i) . -
Contraetor oo fooo. Ay INCsdccided Sy
Merdhant fooe 3 Senlors y...____ T et 16
Advertlser .. ___________. - 2 Juniors X T 18
Clothing business. ......... 2| Sophmores — - oo _____ 29
Banker "\‘““““’T"""“" 2| Freshmd e—syee—oeeoo__-__ 87
Lumbierman N 1 =
Business 1 ' . [
Ofl man. . 1 m
, Saleswan oo 1 . *
Summdry of preceding table, . o
Boys planning to— : . Pat Der eent,
. Enter professionnl life,. = _— - 3L1
Euter trade _o..______ ' : = 8.
Enter Industry .. ... 1L TR0 ‘ et 12.0,
Enter transportation .. ' sasg— = 5 1]
Eugage in clerical work —ap : ° v—eeem 8.8
y . Farm, emmloa, = -; - 8.0
- Undeclded. et - ; 88.2
16 out of 34 geniors, q;; 41 Per cqn&are undecided. > s
.18 out ¢t 54 Junlors,.or 83 ner cent are lmdeclded. X ¢
29 out 9¢ B2 sophomores, oF'85 per cent are undecided, ow
: nomotusmme-.orumcantmweq{m R e L
? K3 - .
Py -5 oy . L}
AT v LU F e SEOR

[ 80 "EDUCATIONAL SURVEY OF ELYRIA, '0HIO. , -

determine, no such information is available. The foliowing data
were procured, however, which will serve almost as well : ’

~

-N
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’ . » .\4
-, Occupations wohich the girls of Blyria-High Bchool plan to follow, -
Profcssional y Domestic and persongl service____ 92
Teaching Nurse __________ _,_ .......... El
Missionary 8ettlement worker ~reccean ‘G
) Tlestrator ________ ¥ B Home maker.__._______'_____ 3
S Author __.___________ 8octal secretary_ . ___ S ]
Lawyer______ ______________ ] Costume designer~.__ >, ____ 1,
Musielan ________§_____ 14 ===
usicia 4 === | Clericol service .___________. ___ 75
Trade . ¥ ’ —
T . — . Stenographer 6
Business woman .___________, 1 ‘Bookkeeper _______________ ]
Milllper _.__________ _____ 6 lerar!nn--;__-____.'_______... 5
R . o Reporter __0__________ M |
Manufacturing ~ gnd mechanical - —s
tndustrieg _____________ —- 1| Undecided __.______________ 107
) " Garage repair work_________ 1 Benlors ___.__________ 19
o - . == Juntors. M. __________ _ 19
. -t Sophomores_:__________ 24
° ' Freshmen_.®________ . 85
Summaries of p;cceding table. ) . . o
. Girls planning to enter— . T ~— Per cent,
- Professionad wte____________ .. . .,_-_--:_r: ....... 2.2
e 2.2
Industry - ______ P e e areeem .3
Personal. service..__________ N B e T N
Cierlcal service _ e e L 23.9
Undecided B O 80.9
19 out of 45 seniors, or 422 per. cent, are undecided. _ ’ ,
19 out of 82 juntors, or 23.2 per cent, are undeciged. s & 9 L
24 out of 70 sophomores, or 34.3 per cent, are plilecided ’
- 35 out of 117 freshmen, or 30 per cent, are 1(1«-lded.
' B Present occupation of the boys who graduated in 1915 and 1916,
Professional ______________ I 18 TranalJor‘taiion._._-; _____________ -
Engaged in Surther study_:__. 16 E””;“" ctc-.;(_ “““ N e
*  Working with adentist_____ ¢ Mall clerk . * .
¢ Lawyer e mimee 1| Personal service..._____ '
) Trade ;_ . _=_-__=_‘ Clerical ru'cuputiona_-_-,-__a..__l. K
Working in a bank._.______"% 4 Clerks _____.
Manufacturing . and | mechanthlyf_ Hiscellancous ... _____
industries __,_________ ¢ 191 . At home—{l
«.  Draftamien, Natlonal Tool.. 4| .. -?end‘i... s
Wikl factory.......__._____ 3| s:m;;
Standard Ot e qeuTlanan D B
Steel plante..._______T_ g dler and pugtiist_._..___
, QGarfordsl _____ _____ 81" :
it Rubber,facgbry g 1 =t ¢
LoJ0er | facior, o s
B ,fwom'&jlﬁ,&hogz‘z?w” 2 :’ RIS Sl sy
\ e Qrpigterr._--.{..i.-i?.-:,_’.’.:.:“ 1 X e R
LY 4 Lo, AL e A g .4* A " 3
T""“““%’%ﬁhmm—q L5 TS S o e L
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Summary af preceding table. ’ 0

‘Boys engaged In— . Per cent.
Professlonal life or in turther study _____________________________ .- 34.6
Prnde o e e eemmman T -
Industry ._..... et ——— e 304
Clerical occuputions _______ e e e e e 0.6
Other 0CCUPAtIONE. _ - e oo el 1.9,

Present occupations of girls who graduated in 1915 and 1916.
Bngaged in further <tudy_____._. 83 | Fgctory worker __ o _______ 2
o ’ —— | Teclephone operdtor !

At college_:a_____ “_-- 17 | Domestic and personal service._ IS
Business college _____._______ 9 -
Teacher training course _.... 4 At home.______________.____ 13
Studylfig MUSIC _coceomceee 3 Married oo ... 3

Professional e __ o ___._______ 22 1 Clericat helpers oo _______ 19

Teaching - oo oo 22 Stenographers. ooooeo . oon
) Office work ____________ RIUREPIR &

Troade . oo oceoo o= 2]l ¢ Clerkinastorec__________a. 1 -

MINNEr Coeo oo 2 ’ -
* . Summary of preceding table.

Girls engaged in— C Per cent. /
Further study .o oo e oo e e 34.0
Professional WoOrK_ e e e c22.7

- Trode -e-—eioco—- y - N b o
POCtOTY WOIK o o oo cmm— e icceieeeeea 2.0,
Telephone operatmg. - SRSV, s B ' 1.0

' Domestic 8erviCe o mom oo e m e 18.0
Clerleal Work .. e een S NS NS - 19.5
Prc.wrj: occupations of older brothers who ot least entered high school,

In colleQeam oo 28 1‘1‘(1«15 ___________ e me—mceem e 20 .

P}\ofc.monal ______________________ I : ‘ _— .

A - = Business_ ... ... cccecbeeeoe 10
ATChIECt ceecomeamceeeo— - B Salesman_____._______..____ 5
Teaeher oo oo 2 Banker._, oo cecooecooooio B
Artist. .o e o 1 Broker. _t . . 17

- Civil engipeer 1 ) LIETTE S 1T T SN S 1
Chemist oo RS 1 Proggisten ceeoccccaaconcan- 1

© Minister_ . _____ S 1 : ’ ‘

V. InAUSIIY oo 99 | .Transportation 4
X . ' .  —— | Publio service - _aianeceuo... 18

.In fodusiey. o __ 84 . —_—

(X &

oy Electriclan 6 Public service .. ___._______ T
;,, ~ 8urv AT O Ty Army and Navy-._.......... @
- Ca L A S - 2 X ——
“*L,w mdlo-opemtor--.--‘.-----.. 1 | Clerical oRoupations e 8
ﬂ&’e&!‘"“" R Ty ROl oo bl e I R
,.,,j by e D A e o PR bt L s SRR
Pﬂ'ﬂtﬁr Py r? }Z‘s«_ Qa, £ 15‘, % s! ?ggﬁféﬁ?ﬁwf?ﬁ_ q}\v’f "‘"ié"'::é:#f e “-_
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Bummary of preccding table. ) ’

Older brothers engaged in— (el T Pereemt |

| * Further study-______ _____ R =l e N 124 |
meesslonul_-___-____-_h-_____________1 ________ 4t

Trade i

Industry

Transportation

Public service y

Clerjcal work____

Farming _..

Present occupationa of older &isters u:hg at least entered high xchool,

4 » L .
Further study . oo o__ -- 17 Clerical occupations_____________ 58
Professional .______.________ 2o 86 a0

S Stenographers._______ S 52

Teachers __________________ . 35 Librarian____.______________ 1

* Organist____________________ 1 . —_—
" === | Telephone operators. ____________ 5
Personal Agrvice____.__._______ 99 | Miscellancous ____.____________ - &

Marrfede._.__________: ___ 75 .

Keeping house ___.__________ 21

Nurse ______ . ___________ 3 »

EY ..
R Summary”of preceding table. -
' Girls engaged in— Per cent,
Further ®udy _ e e e e 7.9
1 Professional work__.____________________ Eo PN — }6.6

Fersonal service (married 34.9 per cent) _._o____ e ————— T

Stenography and office work_ .. . _______________ S SOCPNN- W 2 4:2

‘The accupalioria of all pupils who entered with present genior claga. -t

o BOYS. BOYs—-continued.

‘ B{dl in schavl._______ immmenan 47 | Industry.________ .Sl

InElyria H 8_______ iees 41 In Willis plant______ ————— )

In business college Carpegter _______ lo=e . 8 d

Studying in Paris ___________ 1 Lace factory _._____7________ 2

In school elsewhere .______._ 3 Steel plant _______._________ e

g . Garford.. & - . )
Trade oo e .. 12 Goodyear - _____.____________ 1
5 e Garage ... ... ____ . _ . __ 1

Drug store e oo _____ A . Ly

Grocety___ .o __ 2 | Transportation__.__..__.________ 5

Furniture dealer.. 1| Personal service. . ___..._________ ,,

Bikery oo e, 1 Rellboy  eoooee ' 1.

Bleycle shop e SRRSO § 3 " — :

Loke Terminal C0ceeeee e 1 Aoﬂcuuure.{_ . —_— SNEE ¢

Office steel PlaDt wpoics o 1| Unkmoson . _____ M

ey R = | Loofing 2 vs .
3 ’ . £ o
A ! T
= e
‘; - 3 e “ 1 - 3 = 0
° .,

O
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The octupations of all pupils who entered with present senior class—Continued.

N GIRL8. " eIrLs—continued.
- BUill in school .__________________ §9 | Personai acrrice-___________" _____ 9
C X —u ——
« In*Elyria H. S______________ 53| . At beme ______o._...________ 6.
" Business college_____________ 2 Married. . ____ Z
In school elsewhere__________ 3 NUrS@o oo o pe ]
Gradnated _—______________ ‘1 === !
=—= | Tclephone operator______________ S
‘lndu.efry ________________________ 8 ! clerical’ work —— oo ___ 9
.ln‘ factory _—_____ e 3| Unknown oo ___. I
3 Summary of preceding tabl’e. )
. Per cent Per cont
o A 3 . of byys. . of wirls,
Stilt n-sebhool oo N 30.6 661
TrRde o o o oo S 12,9 Y
Industry e 19. %, 3.3
Transportation__________.___________ e S SN % . -
Telephone ________________ e T e T e T B = L 900
Personat service . )41 10.1}
Clertentl Worko oo ________ e R A 10.1
Agriculture - ___ 5.4 ——
UnKnOWN . e 4.3 1.1
Loafing oo se . 11 azoo

These five serics of datg-afford about as good bases on which to ,

predict tie probable occup?&-iuns of the pupils in Elyria High Schoal. _

as it is possible for us to find, for the records of the past are f“"

complete. | . " SR
What the boys und yirls of Llyria arc likclgjo do.

- A

-~ = =

. . What What
~
g . 2 What the lhmho older
. Patents’ the  Igraduates left the | Pfothors
\ Types of ocdupation. occupa- | puplis [ ol 1915 | O and
B tion. saf hey | and 1918 class are | Sisters -
will do. -Bre doing. are now
%% doing. 3 dofng.
» .
BOYS.
e : T
Professional and college. .. .« 5.9 8.6 UL 173
Teade,. 17.1 13.1 7.7 25 9.0
1 3.2 18.9 36.4 8.9 4.1
£ 6.0 L3 ..., 10.8 lori
F- 2.2 d L0 [, coo .
1.0 1.9
1 4.1
1.7
19.8

g

COO00O
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e
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e

On the basis of these data it is probable that most of the boys and
girls in Elyria High School will fall into the following well-defined
w_ #roups and that each group will have a sufficient fiurnber of mem-
T lers to warrant consideration: e

‘
(1) Boys who will g0 to college— .

(a) In the classleal course, as In Oberlin or Kenyon.

,. - (U) In the general course, us-at Ohlo State, )\'cstorn Reserve, Olhin
Wesleynn, etc. :

v (c¢) In the engineering or scientifie work, as at Case or Qhio State.,
(2) Girls who will engage in further study—
(a) In the classical course, as (la).
(b) In the general ("oqrse. as (1b).
(¢) In the .Ohio Normal School, at Kent,

(@) In the Elyria trnlnlngcourse. T

(e) In the Oberlin Conservatory of Music. )
(3} Boys'who wil) engage in industry. - =
(4) Boys who will engage In business, mostly clerk work, : . “
(5) Boys who will fagm. 4 S
(6) Girls who will teach without furqther preparation, ¢ ' D e
(7} Girls who will be married or help at home, :

(8) Girls who will engage in business? mostly as clerks or stenngraphers.

Having these well-defined groups in the student body, let ns now
cousider the manner in whicl they are served in the present cur-
riculum of the school. In investigating this question each pupil was -

¢ asked why he had chosen to enter the curriculum which he was fol-
~lowing. The results are given in the following tables:

. ) . Rcazuns given by boys for clecting the 1:(1“‘&7‘#0«16.
) Chassieal ... T - e et e ot
Planning to go to college._____. | Tl o

“ May go to college: and If T do, T wish to prepare *_

Glves the best general education :
. To be a mustetan___.______ L S
“To help In specifie work, such as pharmacist,

~ . > .
Cou‘lmerclnl Z

To engage ln.'o'mc'e work., Brr
! Vague and Indefinjte

Tndustrial . e Ce o, . L

e Fita the'for the frofk T am pldnning to do -
e * Because I ltke. it ™ - - t
; « To_prepare’ for. college.._.__. ey
. T6-prepare for farming. .. 1 ez el
-~ 'To “gdin.an"idea of .various 1nes .of  Work®
% . Yagus al Windf"ﬂ”’lf& e ey *x%’-:é

: e ke VLT -4
- :%b;q%—‘-_..&g—:%m-«-.ﬁ . :10 ;
. . = g F

.2: - - Yague aiid

o
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Reasons given by girls for electing the several curricula.

Classical I S [P e 156 ‘
Planning to go to college. oo e 66
May go to college, and would like to be prepared____________________ 33
Prepares for teaching__. .. 22
" Prepares for the normal®school. __ ____ ____________ ... 4
Have to have four years of language for the Oberlin Conservatory of E
Muste e e 12
Best general training. “(One grl sald: “ Best training for an unde-
cided Person ™). oo 13 '
Best tralning for a prospective nurse. ___ o ________.____________ (4]
Vague and indefinite_____________ ______________._ S commo oGS 18
*Commerclal ceeeeo oo ... B R 76
To prepare for \tonogmph\ or bovkkeeping- o ___ S~ S - 50 .
To go to business colle;:e__ e e 3
. Yague and Imleﬂnite (" By takipe this course," U'll get It rather than
. let it get me, because 1 am poor i mattiematies™) L. __________ - 14
© Couldn't stay more than two years in high schoolo___________..__ ___ 3
*” ' —
P Industrial Lo O R —— om0
; ;

“Becnuse I like jt”__ _____
To be n mllnner hnuse\\lfv

.Under the present conditions, choices of- curriculum are made for
widely varying reasons. All \\lm plan o go. to college or pormal
school -{except thé engineers) seldct the clusslull course. Those who
are undecided sclect the classical course. A smaller number that ¢
have other fairly definite ambitions, go into the other lines. There
- dre nfore sighificynt groups of puplls dhan there are curricula pro-
vided. This brings us to our’third question: ‘

>

3. Arethe currwula @8 offered as efficient as they might be in meeting -
tlw fuvure necds of the pupils therein registered?

The classical cyrriculum enrolls those ®ho are planmng o go to
college (except the engineering students) and those who think that
there is some slight probability of their going on to further academic
work It entolls boys and girls whd are plannmg to go .to the con-
servat.ory of ‘music, girls planning to teach, with or without addi-

* tional training. It also enrolls a group ef doubtful students, How
weu does it meet their need!s\? ‘

o =3 [ AXX ) X

» . -
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The entrance requirements of the colleges in northern Ohio most
often attended.-by Elyria High School graduates are as follows:

College entrance requirements (arts coliege) in northern Ohio.

~year high school.  (4) Those planning to enter the conservatory of
-tory, solid geometry, advanced algebra, or fourth-year English (4). "

_unjust to those_who are undecided and. to that great group of am}'f

. are’destined never to finish. Of every 100 boys who entered Elyria.
‘High School in the past five classes but:19 to 26 have. graduated; .

4, shigh-school courds has pitifully little result-for hiseffort.

i
R ! Ohjo | Uhio Keagon. Western
U nits foquired. ,:(’ﬂ»crlin.,, state. | ¥ .ﬁ N - Resetve,
0 i I eyan. s (2) 3 |-
| .
Enchsh. ........ooooei ..., 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Mathemtaties........... 00000 2 3 3 3 3 ?
Foreign languages (Latin and i
Greek, 2) .................... ' e e L
Latin and Greek.... ... ... 7" S, ¢ L FRORN IR S
Forelgn langusge............. | L) 4 b 4 4 4
History and civies..........0 00 1 1 1 1 2 | 3 PPN
fenes. ... 1 | P 1 2|,
Elective. o, oo o i 3 4 4 2 2 2|7 5
1 : | g

1

“Oberlin (8 miles fré'm Elyria) and the classical course at Kenyon
require two years of work in either Latin or Greek. The others
allow the candidate to present uny four units of foreign-language
work, i)rovided, of course, tha’ it is presented in blocks of not less
than two units. Elyria High School, through its present offering in .
the classical curriculum, is compelling every child swho plans to go
to an arts college to offer the Oberlin” program of entrance. This
is an injustice, in our opinion, for the following reasogs: (1) Three
representative northern Ohio colleges specify only four units of lan-
guuage. work- without spegifying ancient languages; (2) only the’
group bound Yor Obgrlin or Kenyon are thus served; (3) those’
planning to.go to the normal school are compelled to study ancient
luigunges, which will be of relatively little help to a teacher. All
that is required for entrance is graduation from a standard four-

music need four units of foreign language. The requirements run as
fullows: English (8); mathematics (2) ; -foreign languages (4);
history and civies (1) ; science (1) ; foreign languages, sciehce, his~

These music students who obviously need much study of modern
foreign languages are thus forced to study ancient languages for. -
at least two-years. (5) The curriculum as at present arranged .is

bitious™ high-school students who start a curriculum which they

of 100 girl3, only 35 to 56 graduated, (Ses table, page 90.) ‘The sig-..
nificant’ resylts.of the study’ of ancignt languages come, only. in- Jater
years.of ﬁud.y;?{i),nfrti.cl'sliéfl'yfi'i,xi.é!h.e%.uppgr;;,li?zb-ﬁ:hs{izl‘f cliisses 'giid in-
further work in cgllege:> The boy or-girkwho drope out’__’durin"thg“l

e R s S ) it et

s
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It seems wise, therefore, for the Elyria High School to divide its
classical curr luxhun imto at least two parts. One, pxoparmv for the .
classical course’at Oberlin and Kenyon, shoutd remain substantml]v

" as the curriculuin is at present, with the possible addition of another
year of work in English. The other should substitute two yvears of ’
some modern foreign language for the two years of ‘work in begin-
mng Latin. and L{Lsxr This would do no harm to"the college-pre-
paratory group and would be of more benefit to the muslc students
and to those who are compelled to leave. There is every reason to
suppose that another curriculum s needed. \Lm) of the girls elcct
the classical curriculum with the. idea of using it as preparation
either for teaching directly after leaving hwh school or as prepara-
tion Jor the normal school work. Those w ho made this survey have
grave doubts as to whether either-a fonugn language or abstrict
mathematics, such as algebra and geometry, furnishes the best prepa-
ration for prospective teacher$ within the bricf time involved. Wo .
suggest, therefore, that the schools’ officials discuss the type of prepa-
ration needed for that line of work with the authorities at the Kent
Normal School and with the scacher of the “training class™ in
Elyria. Surely such preparation would nof be had in itg hlghost.
form in the present classical curriculum. .
The commercial vurriculum enrolis but one algmﬁc'mt \ETQUP of .
* students, those who plan to enter business as clerks, h«okkeepem or ., «
stenographers. It appears that o few students are taking the com-
mercial and other curricula with the idea.of going to a busmess
col]ege Why is this? . < : .

The industrial curriculum enrolls a variety of groups. T'my in-
clude boys planning: To enter the engineerjng or scientific courses in
collogc, to enter industry, to become ?.n'mcr‘s. market gardeners, and
dalrymen and girls planning to specialize in,vuriom phases of home
econeinics or art \\ork or to conduct homes of their own or to help
at home. The curricnlum’ “as at preserit arrnnged is not suﬂimently
diversified to meet all (hese needs. Those preparing for the engineer-
ing schools ‘need T - certain distinet distribution of courses. Tor
example, the Case School of Applied Science requires th& followisey
for entrance:

Unita, - .
Algehm. to qundrntics-_ 1.0 1l
’ Quadratfcs, binowiat llleorem. and progreisions_, _________ ST, LA
Plane geometry __..__.__ s (IR S A1 wamm 1.0
Solld §eometry _ o ooeeone e B _—
English oo . " 2T 8.0. °
©of Gérman, French, OF SPRDISH. .o clooiioimrs e ien e imnaa 2.0 L
i Phybles .o S Mpseamaacy ,.‘,’: i Y
.~ ' Chemfistry... Ty PRI " s 1.0 -
. Opttoniat unaxuémg mschahical ﬂrawu}g abd ahopwork)......--».- m
o =T T . e e § =t :
; : RN ] SO0 s : s
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_need, requiring a choice betv:cen solid geometry and algebra and

“group. In all probability this currieulum, with its five optional units,
. four of which may be in drawing and shopwork, will also prove to he

" munities. Nearly one-fourth of the older brathers-of these children,

“and that a compéte curriculum desimmed to prapare for home making

- HIGH SCHOOL. T 89

The curriculum as at present arrangéd does not quite meet this

chemistry in the senior year, both of which are needgd for entrance
to Case.  With this exception, the curricu]\um is satisfactory for this

t Zood course for those who plan to enter industry. The pearer the
two groups can be kept together the better, for ungoubtedly there are
many boys whe plan to go to Case or Ohio State who will be com-
pelled to énter industry before graduation from the high school.
The English, mathematics, science, and industrial work all have great
vilue for this group. 5 o S
More than 80 boys in- the Elyria High School live in rural -com-

who at least entered high school, are farming. A separate curriculum .
is needed for this group. L ‘
On the bnasis of the experience of. prévious classes, it seems that a

large percentage of girls should have more ‘worlg in héme economies,

should be devised. The value of mathematies, .such gs algebra and
geometry, for girls preparing-to be home iﬁqlﬂrs is d@t‘ful_; chem-
istry and physics, more adapted to the needs of girls, should be in-

troduced. Where there are four sections of ‘phyvsics and two of

chemistry, one section in each weight will be specially adapted to .
the needs'of girls. e , v -
In partfealar the coursetis weak: i failing to provide as muchfs
possible for the boys aud girls who are foreed to drop out of school.
The teachers and administrators of high schools must’ keenly realize
that less thaf one-half of the children who enter ag freshmen will
ever graduate. Elyria High School is no 'excep'tion to this rule, as
the following shows: . : O '

Elimination ¢n Elyria I!ﬁ;h School in classcs of 1?712-1916 convidering only those )

v who entered 1with the class.

q L. ©

. Students. A R IR TR T ERTYH

. /
.l. v 2 F — B
: N_gm;per of students who—

.
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Ishmma“on in Elyria High School during the past /h:e yeara, based upon every
. 100 that entered.

0 —_

i . Total. r Noyx. Y ' Girls.

¥ ; e | : !
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The group that seems to be treated with thﬁcohﬁderutinn 15
the group which leaves school-before graduation; thOse pupils receive
the smallest return for their cfforts. in proportion to time spent. Tly

group must of necessity be more or less neglected. Any plan, how-
ever, whith wilp streygthen and make. more vital the work of the
eulller years will improve the arrangement of the program of studics.
"The commercial curriculum and the agricultural phase of the indns-
trial curriculum espe(.nﬁly sin in this [)(lltl(,ll] ir. No vital commer-
cial work is given in the first vear. nor is theve any f agriculture;
yet of the older brothers who are farmers, 11 graduated and 11 did -
not; and of the older brothers who are in buginess. 10 graduated and

10 did not. Of 52 older 3 isters engaged in oftice work. only 3% gradu-

ated. Further treatment is problem will le found under the sec-
tion which discusses the estaA®lishment of a junior high sch(ml

4--Do the pupils receive adwpmfe '/w(hnm’ in their chowe of a curric-
ulum? .

. The organizaion of studl(Jls into u series of ciirricula, each de( ‘ised
to meet some definite need in an effort to steer between the elective
system and the system of hard and fast.requirements. It secksto avoid

~random and aimless selection” of courses of the one and at the same
tiifie to ehmmate the hard atid fast nature of the otheg which has its 1
only justification in poverty or in a beliéf in formaf discipline. Under 5
the, curriculum plan each pupil has free choice of the general line
which he wishes tg pursue, but having made this. choice, he is cont-

. pelled to fotlow that specific line of work for the rest of his years.in
high school that he may achieve the results which follow thoroughue:.-
and continuity of attack. It is'exceedingly important for the success

“of . this"system, however, ¢hat tRe pupils feéceive just, impartial, and

}adequat,e guidance in their selection of n curfi¢nlim, v

It is necessary that Elyria High School take more v1gorous steps
~in'this direction in the future. At present'a {ittle booklet gmng the
e‘uru(;ula pﬁered the‘y‘ords of ‘desqflptnon quoted,.and cértain other ..

ru‘!es“nnd*mgulatlogs- al Lst,l‘u;\but,_gdi to_ theachildy nv of. .the’ eighth J?'
grnde sh&rtly before they arg reaﬁy to entei;h:gli"school.‘.”l‘he m‘ty o

.“.
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superintendent visits each eighth-grade class and makes a little talk.

The teachers try to hélp.  This guidance is insufficient.
several reasons for this. The teachers in the grades

_ Possession of sufficient information to guide their children wisely,
One teacher told the investigator, with some pride, that nearly all
of her children had elected the classica] course, so that they might

enter college. Upon being- asked if she knew which

northern Ohio demanded such preparation she admitted that she
did not know, but * supposed that they all did.” Too many of the
children, in answering the questionnﬁire previously mentioned, were
Jndefinite and vague in their statement of the reasons which
prompted them to enter a particulur course. “This is natural, since.
~ they had never been put in possession of sufficient facts
¢ satisfactory judgment. Further, the parents need enlightenment
- in this patter. Too often the children are advised by parents who

ought to elect. Still-further, children.need to be proteded from the
-propuganda advanced by ulert, intelligent, but too
and partial teachers.’ M many g.hil(il;e_l,g._l_l_ajg been enticed into
classical or industrinl eurricula by organized caﬁ?ﬁaig?fs'?c"di‘ﬁéd“on
by teachers of these subjects. The only remedy is to acquaint teach-
ers, parents, and pupils alike with such facts us hiave been deter-
mined. It would be highly desirable for the board of education- bo .
have a’booklet prepared giving cach curriculum in detail; just what
it leads to, just what preparation is needed. what the rewargé are
~ likely, to be] What modifications, if any, cai be made.” Some of the
__ history of previous classes could well be introduced, and the pfrobable
.experience of present classes in-this light could.be predicted. Dig-
h-ibutiqg this material well in sdvance of entrnce to high school,
encouraging discussion of it in class. al home, aid at patcfRteacher

cetings, and climinating scaftered \ hd casual.. i‘ecqnnncp_dation?“
would help to preyent misfits, to'put squhre pegs.in squifte Holes, and
" round pegs in round holes. . At least Sedous discussion of this prob.-
Jem should occupy seversl faulty meetings. 1t can™not be hopey,
-that every child will be served with equal adequacy bt only that:

lave not sufficient facts at hand to know thich c'u'x"hgq]um 3 child

more children will be served efficiently than at present;
The following are. therefore recominended:: )

1. That the present thred curricula be expandeg a;ld molded more

g

0

gested as a minfpdme

- directly, with certain results in mind. The following is qug-

L]

.. *! Oberlip and Kenyon.. . -
&b The general curriculum, pdep

A K s . '._,. :,z‘..“-o~- ’4'”-‘.",.,'-.
.8 The.elassical course ‘entrance curriculym, Prepaging for .

T
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c. The scientific college preparatory curriculum, preparing for
+ Cuse School of Applied Sciense, Ohio State, and the hie,
most of the boys pre-

This course should also provide for

paring for industry.

G ; ‘ _ 5 L
d. The commercial curricalum, arranged substantially as 1
present. ) L
e. The agricultural curriculum, giving more thotoygh work i
agriculture.

) . . . . - .8 .
& The home economics curriculum. givig a definite line of

work for home mnkers!_'eliminuting abstract mathenmtics,

.

of girls.

and meluding science work better designed for the necds

2. That the authorities conzider the need of a curriculum better

adapted
3. That the

than these to the needs of prospective teachers.
authorities consider whether there iv sullfeient facility

and demand to warrant a special course in arts and erafts,

4. That every effort he made 1o put

years of the high school. )
5. That the board of education, in coaperation with the high-school
faculty, publish a booklet giving much more detailed information
about the courses dffeved and probable demands and results. in

order

higig®chool faculty_consider this prol)lenﬁ with care.

more vital work in the earlier .

at more adequate guidance mav result: and that the

)

It is vecommended that the various curricula be made up somewhat
as follows:

CLARKL
CAL.

viars) Chay I GENERALISOENTIFIC | CQMER- ol BooE cs
Yonetish, Faatish. I'nelish. @& neiich Fnglish, Enelish,
. “elence. Seivnes, Srience. 1listory. History:. History,
Flrst vear JLatin. Mod<c rn|Disdory. Sefenee Selenee Keiveen
. tinguage.
History, Historve Industrial | Commerclal Agricultare. Hame cconom-
nork. work. . J fey
Faglish, Enalish. English. Fnglish. E fs.{ Fnglish. 4
Algebra, Algsbra. Agebra, Business|{Ar{thmetie?T Arithmetic
. arithmetic. 1 - and acoounts andacconnt s
Second || Latin. Mode rn{FEconomies IndustriatfTndustrial Horticulture. i
yoar. Ianguage. and  ndus- history and work, -
trlal history. ocommercial
History. History. Industrial work. (2) Agriculture. | Home ‘conom-
. work. les.
English. English. English. English, English. Engltsh. |
Plane geom- | Planc geom- | Plane  geom- | Commer ofal Physies. Housshold
Third| oty otry. ctry. geography., physies.
| year. Latin. Mlo d e r n | Physles. Bookkecping. | Agriculture. n'omvuconom-
anguage. b
German or | Electivo. Qermancor in- Stenography. | Elective. Elective. |
phyyics. : dustrinl arte.|
— ¥
Enghsh, F.nglish. English. English. English. English, s
» Latin. Modor u8aildgoometry| Commereial | Chomistry. Houschold
Fourthil . language. | andalgebra. | wotk (2). i “- chemistry.
yéar.  { Balld xqtm- E[ml»x??g). Chemistry, Eloctive (1): | Agrioulture, B'omeeconom-
X . otey andyd. | o 2 3 ) NIGHIEN “fcs. .
algobra. German ot in- S ,E,(gcﬂ {1 Electivex1).
S . ‘_Slocuya.; ﬂunrtuhnr@ | TR | Blectirer z
3 L3 b
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BCIENCE,
’

- There are three courses offered in science, not including the agri-
culture—which is discussed separately—general science in the first
Year, physies in the third, and chemistry in the fourth. The work was
elected by 190 students, 57 electing gencral science, 96 physics, and-
. 87 chemistry.  The (exthooks are: Snyder—General Science; Mec-
P’herson and Henderson—First Course in Chemisiry; and Hoadly—

Physics. 0

There are two out=tanding needs in the <clence work-—better equip.
ment and a wider application of (he work covered in ¢lass.

The general science is taught in a roomn not well adapted to the
tenching of science, . It is nerely an ordinary elassroom with one
row of seats loft out to provide a fittle space for experhmentation.
A few additional cluscts ,are. available for extra material, The
physics work is carried on iy g very poorly lighted laboratory in the
oldest of three buildings. The chemistry liboratory, while none too
light is better than the physics.. In the near future, however, it will &
either.have to be moved or extensive repairs must be made, for the
plumbing is giving way to the attacks of acids that have bgen pnssin'g
down the sinks for years. The result of these conditions has beep to
hmit the usefulness of the other laboratory equipment. In-the gen-
eral science, the very nature of the room compels the experiments to
be demonstrations by the teacher and not experiments by the class,
In physics, while there is considerable excellent inaterial provided in’
suflicient quantity for 24 to work at once. the bad light limits its use-

. fulness. The chemistry classes are not as bad off now as they will be
In 2 year or two. -

The way in which the science work in Elyria Hhgh School ean be
most improved, however, is in a wider application {o the life which
the.pupils are to lead. The work in general science gives only about _,
15 out of 450 pages to problems of health, probably tha wost-needed
study in the entire progran:. Physies is taught largely in actheoreti-

3 cal way. A topic is taken up; the class is given a series of directions
for experiments; a double period or more is spent in the laboratory;
* then its significance is treated, There is relatively little excursion
work and only a meager amount of direct application to any of the

" growing industries of Elyria. The work in chemistry is open to the
same ‘criticism. ' . ' _. x

There are two ways of remedying this difficulty. The: science ™

teachers can, through conference, discussion, and study, enliven their
- work far more than they are now doing. ~ It is perfectly feasible for
them to give more time to applications and to allow: the class to-spend 74
8 considerabld phrtion of the time on the useog the work in question -

g
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It would be tar more easy, however, to make application of the

science’ work if the clusses were composed of more homogeneous
groups. Three great groups need the science work particularly ; boys
who will need it in nulu%ny. boys who will use it on the farm, and
girls who will need it in the home. Under the present arrangement
it would be practicabl¢ to~divide the sections in such a way that
persons with similar interests would take the work at thd same timc,
For lnstdnce, in two of the four sections of physics there is a majority
-of girls; in one, 18 girls and 6 boys; in another, 14 girls and 9 boys.
Ten girls are tal\inn chemistry with27 boys. It is suggested that the
six sections of chemistry and phv\ms be divided as follows: That one
section of physics and chemistry, each, be taught with special refer-
ence to the home, one section with special reference to the farin, and
one section with special reference to* industry.
{ The separation of the pupils into groups of this sort ought to im-
prove the work. It will continually*remind the teacher that thero
are applications to be made. There need be no vital change in the
content of.the course. The needed change will be made by more and
better applications of the material studied.

We also stiggest that a greater importance be granted to the study
of health The high school has no h:ghex dnty

2 ) GERMAN,

Two years of German are cffergd in the Elyria Migh School, 113
_taking first-vear German in the thrd vear and 53 taking second-year
German in the foufth year. Studgnts who wish to take four ycars of
language are compelled to elecf two vears of ancient language,
whether they wish to take it or not. Elyria is particflarly fortunate
in having teachers who speak-the German language, whose pronuncia-
tion is excellent. and whose knowledge of (German (loes not stop with.
the language. We believe that Elyria should make more of modern

given. - It may be that with additional time, the teachers, who are
amply prepared for it, may be able to make more use of the “ direct
method " and still rest assured of proper college preparation.

LATIN,

Cicero, and Vergil being followed. In the fall semcster there were
101 beginning Latin, 64 reading Cresar, 31 reading Cicero, and only
- 19 reading Vergil. TFour out of every five who begin this course
E,\never begin the fourth year's work. If the rewards of the study

-...5-‘-1,« l !p,precl“n llfo

.

]anguage.s. We suggest that four years of one modern language b

Four years are -offered in Latin. the usual sequence of Cresar!

2, of, Latin wers to comegarly in the work, this would not cause com: .
% TRACATY beheved thygk the results frony. 1;the study of L come o
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Romans and in the added knowledge of our own tongue which
comes from a familiarity with the language which makes up so larg.
a part of it. The first valus éomes only to a small number, roughly
20 per cent. The second comes only. after methods of teaching are
employed definitely to attain that end. We suggest that ‘the Latin
teachers strive eagerly for two goals: (1) To keep out of Latin the
children who ought never to take it and (2) by carly and constant
effort to show children how the Latin helps the English. This ought
to be a part of every classroom exercise, : 5

ENGLISH,

-Three years’ work in English is offered, the usual program being
to omit it in the third year. It is taken by 231 in the first year, 158 -
in the second year, and 106 in the fourth year. Twenty pupils in
the third year are taking a course called commercial English and
salesmanship. Literature is commonly studied three days a weck;
compasition, oral and writtep., two days. Herrick and Damon’s New
Composition and Rhetoric is used in the composition work_ through-
out the school, althaugh sume of the beginning classes are using
Lewis and Hosic’s new book. . ¢

The literature work is arranged as follows: ’

First half— . ‘
Ashmun, Prose Literature for- Secondary Schools.
- Ashuun, Modern Prose and Poetry for Secoudary Schoola, .
Secornl hialf— .
Ivanhoe,
Merchaut of Venice.

S(’;(‘ﬂnd wear:
Silas Marner.
Jullug Cnesar,

. Speechies of Washlngton, Webstar, and Lincoln.
Iiyls of the King. o
Vision of Sir Launtul, %
Rime of the Anclent Mariiver,

Fourth year: ' : :
Macnulay, Essay on Snmuel Jonon, L.
Shaukespenre. Macbeth
}luwthorne‘, House,of Beven Gulles.

Selected American Toems, . .
Hojmes, Autocrat of the Breakfust, Tahle.

Several tf)ings stand out in striking manner in this course:
1. T'he work i3 not as efficiently related woithin itself as it might be,

T#is is shown' in several ways, There is ﬁot_sutﬁcieng'cqrrelatioxj‘
bétween the work. in oral composition and the woi;k‘o_f the remdi;gt{)e;;g;
of the week. . As‘shown below’in_ the study 6f. methods.of ‘teachinges.

ngs. is. the brief-and fmgm
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aeter of the answers given by the classes; the English classes on days
when oral expression was not definitely prov1ded for were no excep-
tions to this rule. The children talk when they ure having “oral
expression.”  The rest o1 the time they do not.

The same thing is true of the rvlntinrishif) of the classics studied.
If the teachers were to take advantage of every opportunity, there
would be more reference to other works that had gone before.  In the
classes in which comparisons were made. and the various works
of literature were connected, better work was done. :

There is not sufticient emphasis upon the nse to which the English,
classics are to be put. Obviously, the study of 'English literature
should have as its main object the instillation of a love of reading,
particularly the reading of books of the best sort. The Elvria High
School properly starts with two collections of rather short selections;
and then settles down to intensive work for the rest of the course.
When children spend 19 wecks on Ivanhoe and The Merchant of
Venice progress must of necessity be so slow that thé children do not
“see the forest for the trees.” Much time is spent on the author’s
life, unessential details of construction, and unimportant niceties
which might just as well be spent on much nmore extensive reading
of a pleasurable sort..* We suogest that many more works be read,
just for the fun of rea:ling them,

By starting with the short selectjons at the beginning. it is clear
that the teachers realize that the children have interests of their own,
and that the old-time way of beginning with the long novel was not
successful.  The particular selections which are used as a beginning
are too nbstract and too much withont adventure to appeal to the
average high-school beginner. We suggest that these dry and prosy
selections be reserved until later in the course, when the student will L
-have developed more taste for them. Begin with modern short
stories and read “ Treasure Island ” before very long.

There is probably not sufficient connecticn between writing or
speaking and the study of technicalities of writing. Grammar as
uch is the s@]y of the clementary school. Rhetoric comés in the-
high school. It is hardly likely that the errors warned agninst
early in the course will be recognized in their new setting late in the
course, We usually learn when the need for learning arises. 1f
grammar were reserved until need for it arises in connection with !
compositions, the problem of teaching it efficiently would be greatly
simplified.

2. There is a healthy tendency to make literature more readable.
Burke has given way to Washington, Webster, and Lincoln: the i

Idyls of the- King to American poems. Milton's Shorter Pocms
have been postponed until eollege, and pieces of literaturs have been
deemed wortHy of readmg Whu.h ure less than 100 pnges in Tength,

O
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3. There is excellent use of objective aids. Bulletin boards are
found in every room. Ilustrative material gathered from current
Literature, pictires from all sources, maps, charts, etc., are found
in the English classrooms in profiusion. _

4. There is great necd for experimentation. There is little of the
growth apparent in the Lnglish departmient whick comes from thc‘
constant contact of alert any progressive teachers with one another
Iinprovements there undoubtedly have been.  Good devices are un-
questionably in use. DBut (he teachers are isolated from one another,
One has all the senior English; another all the sophomore; several
others divide the freshmun Latin and Englizh and history. Therc
should be more division of the work and more departmental meet..
ings, in order that good ideas may be disseminated and grow,

S Lrery class should be a dags in English. Good habits in writ-
ten and oral Inglish can not be gunined from school work by occa-
sional lessons in one subject only. Every teacher throughout the
school should require and demand accuracy in edfression. Yet this
is not done at the Elyria High School. and it has rarely been accom- -
plished in an incidental way.. We recommend that the English de- -
partment accept this as a problem for study. Tt seems to us that the .
problem for proper cooperation in English has never been ‘ade-
quately solved. ' '

MATHEMATICS,

! « There were 352 pupils studying algebra, 92 of udﬁ?g plane geome-
| try and 27 studyving solid geonietry.  More were studying begin-
ning ulgebra than any other single subject. This was due to the
fact that in previous years algebra had been given only in the sec-
ond year of the high school, and in 1916-17 it was advanced to the
first. Next year there will be a small group electing algebra and g -
broportionately larger group in geometry. ' :

The mathematics work scems to be well done so far as it goes,
There is little application of the work ' me, but that is not usually 1
found in high-school mathematics.  Much of it is abstract, but that
is what tenchers usually want, ' s -

The Monroc algebra test and the Penbody ulgebra test were both
given. The Peabédy test was.given by the writer personally. The
Monrde test was I6ft to be given March 1, when it was designed to be-
given, Through a mistake in the time element, the test was not
given as directed, and of course the reslts are meaningless, )

The Peabody test is better adafd to those: who have had algebra .
» year. There were no pupils of this grade.in Elyria. ' It wag given
to those who . wero just beginning their second halfiyear’s -work. .
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The results, compared thh pupils of similar advancement, are as
follows:
Elyria pupils in algebra compared 1cith othera, r'

F <
l Al | A2 A3 Ad B¢ | o= I
= = (== e
Eivha se hools with 522 pupilsof | Fer cent. . Percent, | Percent. | Per cent | Per cent.| Per cont. Per cent
stherestes o 0L 370 Sl 3.9 | 02 41 R 323 LANE
Etvria cohior pupits. L 23 l u7 I 5.3 2.1 l 26.4 3.0 I LN
s i i .

Elvriais not doing the work that the schools in Nashville, Paducah.
Owensboro, Whitesville, and Little Rock are doing. Considerable
difference wos found in the work of the individual teachers, but that
Ixa matter t6 be handled by the principal and is not of pr(,lill interest
ta the general public.

¢

I, METHODS OF TEACHING,

Despite the emphasis that is placed upen nmttem pertaining to
achninistration, the program of studies. phyvsical equipment, school
buildings, and the like, there 'is no more important phase of high-
school work than the methods of teaching. It is hero that the suceess
or failure of a particular line of work rests. The major efforts of the
principal should be directed to increasing efficiency here.  Neither
school law, social pressure, nor finances stand in the w ay of improves
nrnt in tth particular,

- RealiZing this, the ol~crver made everx effort to ohtam as compure- >
hensive and as acturate knowledge as possible of the methods of
teaching used by teachers in the Elvria High School.  This is difficult
to obtain. CThassroom observation at best is bound to be unsatisfactory.
Teachers unaccustomed to visitors are apt to be nervous, especmll)
in the face of a surre, A steanger in the room often disturbs the
pupils. Chance Ol)Q(‘l\’.ltl()ns of scattered recitations or portions of

recitations often fail to reveal facts in their true light becauss of the
necessary lack of familiarity on the part of the observer with what
has gone before. These difficultics, while not eliminated, were mini- ﬁ
mvcd in the following ways: ' :

Beioro starting the survey the teachers were called tonother and -

m-qunnted m a general way with the plans.of the observer. They
were told that their difficulties were appreciated; that “while o
necessity they were being viewed in a critical light, they were before
Jho “court of star chamber ”; that every.effort would bo made to
Jndge theit work by standards that all would accept ; and that before.
any “definite recommendations were made, sufficient concréte cata
would be advanced to- substantiate the pomt The teachers were
‘asked to pWy no attention to.the obsery er, who promised to try to
make»hlmself ag’ mcbnspxcuous as possible, E : e
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2. During the earlier days of the investigation and as ‘much as
possible during the later days, the observer entered each classroom
with or before the class, took an inconspicuous place in the rear of
the room, and remained there mtil the close of the period. Fifty-
three complete recitations were observed 'in this fashion. In some
of the work, particularly in language and mathematies classes and
i laboratory periods, two and sometimes three classes were tisited
i the sume hour.  Twenty-one classes were visited in this way,
‘Toward the close of the investigation several tours of the school were
nirde, the observer remaining bit a few minutes in each roomn, verify-
g certainsconelusions from previous investigation and watching the
progress and connectedness of the work. * :

"3 To obtain a more romplete knowledge of the work, the observer
made a practice of seeing the teacher teach the same section for three
or four days in the same subject. In this way the continuity of the

“work was seen. and abnormalities of 3 single recitation were seen
waore nearly intheir true ligh.

Five variations of classroom procedure were clearly distinguish-
able in the Klyria High School, namely, variations in—

(1) The responses given by the pupils,
(2} The relative emphasis on lwemory i ou thought work,
L (3) The‘responsibitity for the work shared by tencher 4wy puptl,
(4) The application of wmaterial studied 1o elass, and "
s (D) The interest of the puptls In the class work. -

These are to be considered by the faculty of the high school in a
thoughtful way to determine if such variation is efficient, to magnify
the Mrong points, and to eliminate the weak ones. There are a fow
cohsiderations in connection with cach. however, that deserve mén-
tion,” o '

(1) The responses yiven by pupils —Other things heing equal, we
should assime that longer answers by the pupils would be desirable.
It should malke for continuity of thought and better oral expression,
Tt scems hardly right, in English for example, to devote a day a
week to oral composition and then for the remainder of the time to
discourage it. Short answers, however, are not necessarily a bad
thing. There is no neecksary objection to a rapid-fire review or to a
hurried’sarvey of a field. Some of the short answers were the direct

' result of bad questioning habits on the part_of -the teachers, and - .
where this is the case the short unswer should be considered a signal * -
- of danger. These are discussed in orden: | S
(@) In the clusses where short nswers are found many of ths
teachersghave g habit of’ #sking questions that-end i ““jsr_l’t_._ it,?
“ doesn’t Ve, and “Ysn’t that the way it Was,” pte, " Questions 8f:thig;

. type-aro indications . of Careless’ preparation, careléss -thinki
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he is COlldllCtil).g a recitation.  Almost no effort is required of the
pupil, either in remembering material or organizing it. Ilustra-
tions of thisare the follawing: *

A form of government, isn't that what it was?® |
“You found it worth while, didn't you?”

“Then, it was o matter of heredity rather than euvironment, wasn't it ™

*Commoen working place, wai't it?” ' '

“He has thus far sneceeded, hasn't he?”

“The war was not over here, was i7" )

“1le sums it nllb up. doesn’t he? ™ e |
S0 tellx how the treex are arranged, doesn't 17" {
“There was o dixiodged <tone, wasn't there?”

“Phey usually were pavileged characters, weren't they?”

“Then. we practically¥ree. dou't wed” .

* Your figure proves it o trapezoid, deesn’t it?" . v
A small number of (|110$ti0na‘<)f this type in a recitation ean do
but little harm. and most teachers ask a rhetorieal question ocei-
sionally.  But when they arc numerous they certainly do no goofl
and flgqllontlv develop bad harbits, In general. a question of this
kind might just as well not be asked. Nine times out of ten but
ane answer Js possible. The teacher, in fact, makes an zl%mtmn to
which the elass lends passive assent, © :
In some of the classes in the Llyrin High School questioning of
this®sort is too frequent to be consistent with efliciency.  Foug
teachers in particular sin in this directign.  One téacher, for in-
stance, asked 26 questions of this sort in ad5-minute period, another
18, another 21, and another 16. = & )

() Possibly more inportant- still in the encouragement of short
and incomplete answers is the inverted question thaf ends in “ what.,”
The teacher who asks this question has in mind not a query to be
answersel, but, i particular answer to be nchieved. The teacher
thinky first of the answer wanted. repeats a portion of it, and then-
calls upon the class to fili out the thought.  The followmg series of
questions and answers from an Fnglich class 1lluslxutes the pomt

.

Q. Then from there he went to what pluce?

A. Salem,

Q. What for?. !
A (To prepare for college.

. Y'nder whom?

A. Worcester.

Q. Jle went whtre? = 5
AJTo Bowdein.” ! .
. Longtellow svas not such an intimate friend, was he?
. No. )

. On his finishing, he weat wherel

To Salem.
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Here is another series of questions that gave the same resul S, $0
5 far ax brevity of answers is coneerned ;
, “ e held most of hix Positions throngh friendship with whom?
3 “And the grean preduct of his writing was what?”

“His whole aim wirk 1o move barck to what pliwe? ",
* 10 you had noticed, vou would hinee fowml what about bis relations?
% *Obliged to move to what lirle place?
“ Newrer still to wlhat placey™
CPhe name of his home was wla2®

I
3 Other questions to <how the sume type. which was found in almest i
’ every clase in the school, ave the following: ~ ¥ '
12 . Omne thing we learned abant fons yesterday ? Another? Whn(,-ul»..';l
cthems They are whar? Y '
“The purpose of (s experiment s what?” : !
“You put on here what? That will he where?  That will be put where? ™
T all goes back to what?" . N

~

*Fhat will be the valhmne g whipt temperature? "

“ Glve me the formuta for inwcid sl That is the n:liuu for what?”

| *That is needed to got whats  Tolk about what agentg?*
“Saezen was follewed hy what ruter? .
¢ Forte modifios what?* '

Tt seems that suflicient eviden .o hats been given to show the serjous.
ne<s of this habit. When the »what ™ op = whom™ is pluced at the
end of the guestion, the teachor has alveady done a good share of the
work: the sentence and setting ure a1l prepared: the pupil has but
to put one little-ward into the place that is waiting for it. This does
not require great ability, nor does it tend to develop it. -

Nearly every teacher in the school, to a areter or less degree, has
the habit of asking questions like this. One teacher asked 42 ques-
tioms of this-sortvin g ~ingle period, smérn] others between 30 nnd\ 40,
In o few eases the ohserer would wait as long as five minutes for a
single question of another tyne, . '
i In one of the teachers the habit lad hecome so ingrained that it
i ‘even appeared in a written axsignment. which was to be copied by:
o the children from the Dboard. The question was, ¢ I‘Iv(\n_wi,thont 1

knowledZe of the historical setting. the render of this address must
feel what effects?” A ‘ :

(¢} Another factor in encouraging brief and incomplete anstvers
is the habit that several teachers have of asking fuestions that nre
sentences with a word or'two left out. requiring through manner or
- - gesture the pupils to fill in the gaps. Tt is about the same as the
. in¥erted “what question” with the what left ouf,, Such teaching:
i - reminds one of the puzzle page or of the “ comgletion tests® of the ..
wPsychoicgist. The teacher frjnmgs the piizzle or the test; the ;iup_il-: Ry

supplies t e'misﬂsihg word. ‘It is. needléss to remark’ that ,ih.};th'isrii
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casé the teacher doe too muiel. of the wavk. Ilustrations of this
habit follow (the portions spoken by the pupils being put tn paren-
theses) :

What did thed mean? The rleht 1o (secede) from the (unfon).

That means (secessbond,  The States tried (o make it snull and void),

Would there have been any dispite if the constitution had detinitely ,pro
Qvl(lml certatn things that the States might A(do) or might not (do)?

Was the constutntion for or speinst®the (Vieging and Kentueky resolutione o

The things that are teonstitutional ) and the things that are un-(constin
tionul),

After Boston he went to 1 13 lm.l.fl'nll

This habit is not found as frequently as some of the others. hut.
nevertheless, it i~ found all too fren.

(d) Another factor that contributes to the brief answers is the
hahit which many of the teachers hiave of repeating the answer given
by the pupil. If the teacher were to repeat the answer exactly as it
is given, the habit- would not he so harminl, as it wonld make the
teacher realize the essential incompleteness of that answer. But the
teaclier, in his cagerness. nsually picks cnsthe fragment extracted
from the pupil, resets it, and gives it forth in a more complete en-
tence or ina néw application.  All this is work that the pupil shonld
‘do. Another danger arising {rom the rdpeated answer is that the
teacher, in his.cagerness to hear the correet answer, often fails to
note mistakes.  The pupil is encouraged to “ bntt* an answer or gne

a portion of it—just enongh to set the teacher going again.

In every class where the answers are fragmentary or brief the
observeTfaynd that the teacher .was repeating the answer. Nearly
all the teachedg did this more or less. So far us the observer conld
estimate, one-teacher repeated practically ‘every answer given by the
class. He cotinted over 60 successive repetitions before turning his
attention to something else.  He observed five recitations with more
than 60 answars fepented by the teacher, four with from 40 to 60 -
repetitions, anf’9 with more than 20 repetitions, not co.mng the
ones just mentfoned. :

In a few ¢fises he noted places where the pupils’ Answer.s and the
“teacher’s repetitions did not agree. Such occurrences are particu- i
larly bad. Whe following nre a few illustrations of this: . -«

“ Agrees i person and number.” “Yes, in person and gender.”

U Acirele) “ Yes. a circle is a plane figure, isn't it?”?

“In the plane.” “ When they lie in the plane, yes.”

“Line.” “ X straight line, yes, or the side of a parallelogram.”

“France.” “Yes, Spain.” '

“ After the Re»olutu)lmry War? Yes, during the Revolutionsry
Waz.”

“Sie durfte sprg(;hen,’* X Xes Sie durﬁen sprechen.”

v
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“Er durf sprechen.” “Ja, ervdarf spréchen,” N

“Was soll das.” “Ja, was soll denn das.™ - - ‘

“Du sollte lernen.”” « Ja; du solltogt lergen” - 2 °

') Another bud habit, closely allied-to this, is the “Yes” habit.
The teacher in this case continually approves or disapproves of what

the pupil says.  The teacher calls upon the PHDIl to answer the ques-
tion. The pupil singled ont starts upan his answer leisurely. The
others in the class sit back, Kidwing that they are not to be held
responsible for the correctness-of the an<wer, Meanwhjle the pupil
who is reciting is cagevly awaiting <omie sien ax (o whether or nal
a tves™ora Yne” s coming. e leaves his forked road open as
long as possible. The teacher who continnally judgys the correct-
ness of the pupil's answers is ke ablack cloth nbsorbing the rays
of sunlight. The teacher might as wol bhe o mirror reflecting to the
class the answers that are proposed, holding the elass responsible as to
whether they arve right or wrong, , = .

A few of the teachers in Elyria have a bad aftack of this habit.
One tencher says  ves™ or % po " every time a child answers,  An.
other does it every time that he Joos not repent an answer.  The
Diabit i much too frequent. - :

(/) Another tendeney which makes for brevity in response is the
habit.which sonme of the feachers display when! after explaining a
point or making a <hort diseussion, they inquire of the class, “Ts.

, ~that clear?” or “Do you see the point ! Of course the only answer
N usially given is ¢ Yes? Only once in all (he elasses visitod was there
n dissenting response iven; only once did the pupils indicate, any
lack of comprehension. .« . .
Most of us who have heen high-school pupils at <ome time: or
other in our lives remember with considerable wonder how often wo
were ealled upon in elass for the exuct portion of the leson whick
we did not know well. We were acenstomed to give our teachers
“eredit for- almost supernatural insight into our- foibjes. But this

. Was probably not theé case. We supposed that we understood the
whole of the lesson, and only renlized that we did not when we were
called npon for the resnlts. This only goes o show that we may

* think we understynd something wlren we really do not, and the

way deenrately to_determine our nnderstanding ig' not to ask - us

v whether we do or nhot, 'but to'call for an application of the knowledge

in question or to drill upon it. _ ' o
. This is a common cducationnl principle which several of ghic Elyria

. High School teachers have failed to apply. - One teacher in par- .

ticalar conducts his recitations by interspersing a series of talks with

.a Tew "questions, many. of of - tle « Is that clea
T : a .l;er should at-once’k

\
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(8) Thought wersus memory worl—A recitation depending
mainly upon memory work is not in itself a bad thing. Surely one
of the great aims of school attendance is obtaining and holding fast
much knowledge of 4 great variety of things. Thought work itsclf
must L& dependent upon a*eal of memory work, because one can
not think with accuracy.or to good purpose without a solid basi< of
fact. To that extent the t¥g types of work combine. Sume of the
tgnchbrq in Elvria High School. however, confine the greater part -
gof the wérk to the mere reeitation of facts from textbouks or from
topical outlines.  There can be but twe reasons for such procedure,
One is that the teacher belicves firmly in the doctrine of formal {
discipline. resting: the methods of teaching upon the assumption that
all work. so long as it is well done, will strengthen the mind and
yield diseiphne.  The other reason is that those teachers have no
_clear_idea of why they are teaching or of what they wish (o
accomplish. :
The mere fact that sonie of the teachers are doing more than mere
memory work stiggests that others could do more in that direction,
The ultimate solution of this problem lies in a change of ideas on
b the part of the teachers themselves. A teacher can teach successfully
by no methad but his own. A\ teacher can aim in no direction but
That which he himself deems worthy. The basice cause of this differ-
_ence in method Hes, therefore, in the theory of teachings held by the
individual teacher.” Improvement must be the result of changed
1dens. o P

' (3) The relative responsidility of teacher and pupil.—This diver--
geneo of miethiod is abvo w result of diverging ideas on thé part of ile
teachers. The one group apparently believes that the way to edu-
cate & pupil is-¢0 repress him.  Iducation is & matter of holding
down the individual. of repressing the wrong responses, of enconrag-
ing passive assimilation. To the other group, education is a matter
of encouraging an individual to act, to think for himself, to assume
responsibility. Tt is mueh Tike the old theological doctrine of origi-
nal good and eriginal sin.  The one meant encouragement; the other,
repression, Pussibly the truth lies between the ¢Xtremes.

(4) The applicglion of material studied.—The varying ideas back
of varying practice in this respect lie in the opposing theories in re-
gard to the use of subject matter. One group' believes that any sub-

ject matter carefnilly learned will be applied in time of need. The

other believes that tho only way to be sure of the proper application
of inqterial is to make this application while the material is beiig
Jearned. Noindividual can decide this question for all teachers, and
it. requires®nsideration. The growth of the case method in the
law schools, and. the development of the interne system in the study
of medicine, point. to the growing strength of the latter.idea. '

a2
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(5) Interest versus effort.—Two opposing ideas of successful
teaching have caused the differing practice in this particular which

. is found in this school, . The hard, distasteful work that men are

compelled to do in the world, the mpossibility of sugar-coating all

tasks, the fecling of triumph that comes from compelling people to

do work that they wlo not want to'do huve led teachers to advocate

work that takes effort. The shggishness of classes driven by force,

.« thestimulation of work done for the work itself or for its legitimate

applications, have led other texclhiors to a belief in the doctrine of
tnterest. Here again the solution lies in a change of ideas. .

The remedy~Many of these  divergences ave legitimate. It is
entirely within the bounds of possibility that these teachers are doing
right in using one method for. one group and wnother method for
another. It would be hetter, however, if methods were consciously
adopted by the teachers in 1he light of the experiences and ideas of
oiher teachers. Each tencher should know what the practices of the
others are, and how his standards compare with theirs, .

The biggest obstacle to progress in the Elyria Tligh School s the
isolation of the teachers.  While a visiting d:n_\‘k‘ technienlly pro-
vided by the school board, very few have availed themselves of the
privilege.  Many frankly say that they have nof‘sog'n a. class taught
by another in years. Day by day they go through the routine of
their tasks, hoping that they are doing the vight thing, bat having no  «
standard of comparison other than their OWn experience. Experi--
ments in adjoining ropms. different methods of approaching, results
of other_ynethods are unknown to them. A physician or a lawyer
simtlarly isolated would be out of touch with his profession in a very
short time. _ i . :

Coupled with this is the Practice of giving each teacher s mithy
scctions of the same class as possible. One teacher tenches four sec-
tions of senior Englis, another four sections of sophomore Tuglish,
another all the history taught.to juniors and seniors. One teacher
teaches only beginning Latin, another only Cwesar. This practice
applies throughout the gchool. - ‘

This isolation has prevented growth. A teachor with almost no
mechanical faults teaches within 30 feet of a teacher who is as
fnulty on methanical details ns any in the school. Another teacher
who teaches with the sole purpose of storing the memory of heri
pupils is soparated only by.a partition from a teacher who is stimu-
Inting thonght iy his pupils as much as any teacher the observer has

-, -8een. Within the walls of the school are all the examples needed for L&

improvement. The remedy lies in breaking down ‘the. isolation, et

“Frequent visits of the: principal: and frequent qupfe_iin@fgwquéd s
..~-T-...r-~ch‘ N = A3 t 2. rged Q .&L,/ihpﬁfw

‘help.

attention to
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tions which tlre teacher could not see. He conld relate the procedure
of other classes. Ile coulil act as a medium for the c.\chunge of ideas,
P.wult\ mectings for the study and discussion of opposing cduea-
_tional thecrids would produce a more alert attack on educationat G
problems.  Departmental mectings and assigning different classes to
teachers would help.  Three teachers were teaching Ivanhoe to see-
ond-term freshmen. One had a truly excellent idea for teaching it.
It would have been destrable for these teachers to discuss methods
of presentation before taking up the book: but each taught in his
own wad and without "knowledge of what the others were doing.
Had four teachers eachotanght a section on Washington's Farewell
Address instead of one. and had there been discussion before taking
it up, surely a better attack conld have been made.

We therefore make the following recommendations:

That the privcipal obsérve as many of the teachers as he can,
and that he spend as mnel of his time 1n supervision s possible in
order that -he way note and remove mechanieal errors in teaching
anedl serve as a means of communieating snceessful practice from

teacher to teacher. .

2, Tt a series of facnlty meetings be demtcd to the’ findings of
this section of the survey. Improvement can only come {fom a frank
and full discussion of ‘the points mentioned. A teacher can teach by
no method but his own,

% 3. That the pmb](-m of wemory versns thounht be considered, and
that works like Dewex's How We Hun/., McMuvey s ITow to Study,
and Strayer and Northsworthy’s ffow to Teach be read.

4, That the problem of the relative responsibility of teacher and
pupil be considered.possibly with the above books,

%. That the problem of applications be given consideration.

6. That the problem of interest versus effort be considered in con-
nection with Dewey's foterest and Effort,

1. ’_I‘}mt teachers be given every opportunity to visit the classes of
their colleagues.

8. That teathers be encourafed to pair off for mutual cmtlcmn
for the improvement of their teaching. - \

9. That teachers be given a greater number of different sections
to toach, and that where tlus is done departmental meetings be en-
courmed

-

111. THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE HIGH 8CHOOL.

- [LIBRARY,

[

There is & fairly good school libm;ry of some 1,200 volumes ar-
mngedalong one side of the senior study hall. It gm\t,a.ins a num-
ber: of the usual reference works and collections. It is stronger in

£ S \
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‘history and science than in English. 1t has no regular librarian,
the room teacher taking charge. It needs catalogliing. Some bind-
. ing should be done. . T
This library has two. sources of revenue.  About $60 a year comes
from an endowment left to the library years ago. .\ Varying sum.
1s received annually from the sale of tickets to the conunencement
cXercises, -
No regular system appenrs to have been devised for the expendi-
ture of the money, If the Elyria High School is to keep abreast
of the tines, a good, up-to-date library must be maintained. We
recommend that instead of buying books by the haphazard method
of the past, a budget system be introduced, with definite amounts -
A appiopriated to members of the various departments who need ref-
erence 1naterial.
The present arrangement w

ith the city library, whereby pupils
who hold cards may read there during the first period. is unsatis.
tactory. It linits the privilege to a few pupils, and for the num-
ber who can take advantage of it, only a short time is left for
- reading. , -
BUPERVISED 8TUDY,
One of the latest ideas in high-school work js ¢ supervised study.” 1
» There is manifest need of doing something to correct the nimless,
kind of activity which is found in the din und timult of the study
hall and in the family gathering in the home, where few pupils _
have opportuniti to study uninterruptedly,  One remedy that has
been suggested for this is to lengthen the class period. and to devote
a portion of it to recitation and a portion to study under the direct
supervision of the teacher. This has been said to produce good
results, and there nre many advocates of this weasure s there are
real opponents.  Most high-school teachers are neutral. -
The Elyria Tigh School has an exeellent opportunity to do some
constructive work in this regard. We frankly do not know whether
or not the proper sort of study will result from lengthening the
periods and devoting class time to it. Probably more will’ come-
" .. from better teaching. . But the arrangeinent of classesonflords oppor.
tunity for an excellent experinient. At present. of the eight periods
in the day. the first and the: Inst are used only for assembly, labory-
p tory periods, and the like. We recormnmend that in_certain classes.
of the second, and seventh periods,” a teacher be allowed to start -
earlier or conttnue later than usual, so that the periods may contain
80 to 70 minutes.  This would allow supervised study. to be tried s
oat in those classes; and the principalgeould watch the and ;%
.| compare, with other, classes -not.on the sime’ plop. years
i Elyrig- would: know. whether 8uperyis d ‘study was wa by
% ! ; Rt
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THFE MJIRKING SYSTEM,

In the Elyria High School a percentage system of markingeis uscd.
By that is meant thai the pupils are ranked upon the basis of their
work, absolute perfection being signified by 100 per cent. absolute

failure by 0 per cent. . Grades are supposed to he entered nearly every

day. 'fhe average of these is turned in to the seetion teachers once »
month, to be transferred to cords, “These cards are given to the
pupils to take to their p'mut</ At the close of each semester the
monthly grades are aver: mwl 11 the pupil receives a grade of 75
per cent or above. he is considered to have completed the conrse
successfully Tf he receives 74 per cent or less he fails in the conrse,
receiveg no credit. and if he dexives credit in that course he monst
repeat it.

It is a recognized fact that through the country as a whole there
is httle uniformity in grading.  Dr. 100 Kelly in his study of
“Teacher’s Marks™ substantiated the conclusions«of many that had
gone before hiny, thatthere is the widest variation. Where conrses of
stndy ave determined for the pupils. and little choice is Ieft to the
individual, wide variafion is merely unfair to the pupil. He knows
that for certain results one teacher will assign a certain “grade ”;
with another, a totally different grade. He can merely -resign him-
self to his fate, and hope to get an “easy” teacher during the next
semester. In a school like the Elvria High School. however, where
there are large nwinbers of pupils and only three set curricula, and
coneiderable clection within cach curdienlum, wide variation in
mnrking is not only unjust ta the pupil. but it tends te handicap the
sv=tem of election. A pupil is often prevented from going on with
waork that he knows he ought to take because of the abnurmally high
standards of those who teach it.

It was beeanse of this phase of the problem, that the investigator
nd(hessed himself toa study of the markiyg svstem and the varia-

' tions in mmk\ng among the various teachers.

Lists of the grades given for the semester’s work (fall of 1916)
were procured, arranged so that it was relatively easy to determine
the tea(‘llers name, the grade and sex of pupils, and sub]ect in whicl
the mark was given. These grades were the final grades in the
courses taken, determining the promotion or failure of the student.
The grades were then tabulated according to several classifications.
It was obviously a.statistical task of too great extent to transcribe
and tabulate in several different.ways each numerical grade. The in-
vestigator arbitrarily divided .the grades into five groups, namely,
700-95.\94-89, 88-83, 8275, and 74-0. All the failures were placed
in the. lagt group. These’ grndeq were then trinsferred.on cards, of
which the followmg is, an illustration. . &

\J:




o

ERIC

Aruitex: provided by Eric

Paplls, 10095 | 94-80 o] [ 8-78 0
G — = [—
< Percent. | Per cent. | Pereent. Percent. | Per cens.
.“rhoolmuwhole................................... ] 1”77 28 _ 36 13
Bovs, ..., 4 16 b4 n 18
Gir.s 7 17 2 35 -2
~ Feulors. ..... . 10 16 25. 39 510
Hinfrs 9 16 28 33 "
*a,ihomires 4| 19 77 aa# 15
trshmen.. oo 00N 5| 18 2 35 13
Minteachers......... PO SER 8 20 2 1 n
Womenteachers...... .. .0 00 100000000 7 16 23 _u 13
L " Btudents receiving marks of 95 to 100 per cent. .
In the department of— In the department of—
German______ e . 20 .
Agriculture __.. Commerce
L]
“History.._ English
S Mathematics Sclence
Latin -
; ’ o »
4. It is much more difficult to. pass in som

HIGH SCHOOL,
My
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D Teacher (Miss Terry). History 111, 2.30.

100-95 |' #4-89 88-83 82-75 ' 40 Total.
—_— & —_— —_— e
|

11 mr oo ’ 11 13
) | Gis U un I 1 1 12
Tota.. .| 2 6 | 7 6 1 2%
| a

The data, after being transTerred to the cards, were assembled in
various ways, in each ixse the total number of grades of a particular
group being totaled before the percentages were figured. Certain _
conclusions from this study follow :

1. The general distribution of grades for the school as a whole is
as follows: , .

100-95 94-89 8883 82-75 o140

6 per cent. 17 per cent. 28 per cont, 36 per cent. 13 per cent.

2. The teachers in Elyria High School do not vary widely in their
marking either of boys and girls. or of freshnien, sophomores, juniors,
or seniors; nor is there any special difference in {he way men and
women teachers mark. Tn other words, the general distribution of
marks for these groups is about like that for the school as a whole,

3. It is much easier to receive a high mack in some departments

than in others. .
Marks on the Elyria High School.
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-

Students failing in the different departments,

In the ‘depaﬁmont of— In the department of—
Per cent. Per cent.
Mathematles ____C S 21 Englisb_ . ______ k3
Latino__ Mechanie arts _ )
History_ e ___ 18 Germian. ._ . ________________ s
Svience - [ 17 Agriculture o oL ___ LD
Commetve o _________ 13 Home economies o _______ 3

5. One mark does not mean the same thing in one department that i
it means in another. The following data show that:

Per cent of students receiving certain marks. - ¢
N
. 1
llc:Nms. [ rnes | sese | swre | 827 -0
N N s : Tt T B o
N\, Pereons. pereent, Per cent. | Per eent. | Per cent.
Homeveonomies . of e ke 36 36 3
Commerce. ... ‘ NN 20 12 50 | 13
German........ 20 18 23 34 8
Meochanfearts. . 1 | 24, 33 330 9
latin v 13! kX sl 18
Engiish 4! in ! 2 37 13
History 9] 20! 19 3 18
Agricuture. . 10 A |l 47 18 | 5 =
ence......... 11 12 27 40 17
MathemutleS.oeeiiieiniiiiioiieiiieei e, 9 19 23 27 2
—— — - . A . - . L4

. 1Y
6. A mark does not mean the same thing with one teacher that it
means with another. The following table shows that. Here each
teacher in the Elyria High School is designated by a letter. Coupled .
with this is the pércentage of his classes which he has marked within
the group noted: -

r

Markings of the differeat teachers,
3 ;
g r : N
100-85 R B I AN R-Th 0 474—0‘}
[ : 1 -~
Perct.
mlqQ
.
A
-
- 5
. B .4
]
LA
3
.2
2
1
1
1
0
0
-
‘#f‘v s e
FTD A ey :'“‘

o
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Tenchers P, H, K, T, D, and O are clearly giving more marks
from 95 per cent to 100 per cent than the best judgment of all the
teachers would warrant. In the same way teachers Q, L, V, X, N,
and M are clearly ¢ failing” many more of their pupils, in a similar
way. than the judgment of the entire group would indieate. When
one teacher “ fuils 36 per cent of all the pupils with whom he comes
i contact, while another fails but 2 per cent, something is wrong,
One teacher is either exceedingly good and the other exceedingly bad.
or one has standards‘mugh higher than others, and one has standards
much lower than others.. Pupils will gravitate from the classes of
those high up in the last colmnm to those low down, Khile the move-

ment will be in the opposite divection in the firstedlumn, Surely it
would be much better for the teachers to have standards more nearly
alike.

7. Some teachers in Elyria High School do pot mark boys and girls
in the same way. Some favor bovsy~ome, gilg; some fail more boys;
some, more girls. The point is not as nportant as the other, bt jts
investigation brings ont several cases in which mention of it to the
teacher may do some good. "Teachers B. K, L. M. N. V. and X fail
a larger percentage of hoys than girls, while teachers J, 0,Q,S, and
T fail a larger bercentage of girls than boys. It seems hardly prob-
able that such wide variations should exist. The other teachers nre
not making wide differences in their judgments of bovs and girls,

8. The school at present has a well-defined standard of marking,
There are not wide variations from ihis i large groiaps. Individ.na]s
and departinents, however, do vaify widely. Tt wonld be u good thing
for the principal to talk with the teachers who vary most widely
from the standargds set down by the combined judgment of the rest
of the school, and try to ascertain the causes for either the poor
teaching and high standards or'good teaching and low standards,
There should not be such wide va rinfion from teacher to teacher.

9. Experience in many stadies of marking. and in variations in all
other phases of human abilities, shows that peoplé vary about as the
“noemal curve of distribution,” Where a five-step scale is lisod—
that is, A, B, C. D! and E—it has been found that under normal cir-
cumstances about 3 per cent fall into the A group, about 22 per cent
in the B group, about 50 per cent in the C group, about 22 pér'cent in
| the D group, and about 3 per cent in the E group. It seems that the
children in Elyria Iligh School are marked both too high and too
low. It hardly seems probable. that as many as 2Q per cent of n'class
would be able to do perfect work; and we fail to see how a teacher

A

could rest content with from 20-per.cent to 40 per cent of the children

failing in the work, particularly -Whm.%-coéfe;:ence, hourkis I:’mVid_ 4
8 the clos of the.day, . N u
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CO8T OF INSTRUC’HON;

The cost of instruction in the Elyrin High Schonl is svell balanced
in the various (!(%I)hl'tlllentS. -_I‘iusing the cost of instruction on the
enrollment in the classes on September 20 (the end of the third week)
as the nuwnber of pupils for whos places are provided, and estimatin.:
the costs on the basis of 1,000 ~ixtyv-minute student hours, we have

. the following costs for the soveral départments,  (For example. if «

teacher has 40 children in a class for 45 minntes, she has taught 30
student hours.) .

. .

Cost per 1.000 student hours of the rarious depargments in E®pta High School,

('onnnogcc ______ STG.U8 I Modern lan- ITistOry e $OT.53
Yatino._____.._. 77.30 FUNEeS oo .. 366, 30 | Natural science. 5404
Aprieulture. oo _ 67. 80 | Homeeconomics. G184 | Englsho oo ___. 0363
Mathemuatics_o_.  66. &1 | Industrial arts_ 62,60 | Drawing___.___, 48.75
b Musle.o______. 3854

It s rather unusual to find in a high school such an evewr balanco
between the various types of work. The management is highly to be
commended oy ils efficiency, ‘

At the same time the costs in ‘the Elyria High School aré also well
balanced ~o far as bomg within the “zone of safety,” as Prof. Bob-
bitt calls it. The costs of various mbjocts mmpued with the data
tubulaled by Prof. Bobbitt are shown in the following tables:

Costs V 1.000 student hours ()] rarious jubjects in Flyria High School com-
;mml el ‘!h other citics,

AGRICULTURE. Hicrory~—continued.
De Nalb, M. $118 | Mount Carroll, Il ______________ B Yt
Bonner Springs, l\.ms __________ 106 | Fust Chicago, ITndo_ oo _____.__ Ti
Elyrie, Ohio .. .o . @S | Vst Aurora, T ________ o3
Maple T.ake, Minn_.____________ t& Nouth Bend, Ind__ [ 1.
Brozll, Ind o o _________ .. 08| Granite City, TW.______________ o
" Russell, Kans_ .. _oo________. 52 | Teavenworth, Kams_F___________ W=
. Mount Carrall, M __________.. 44 | Klyria, Ohio _as
Nablesville, Tnd__________ - 4 [ Noblesville, Ind_ el =0}
Roonville, Mo_____ - 3¢ Boonville, Mo_ ________________. .
Gregnsburg, Ind_ e ~ 8% ] Bonner Springs, Kons__________ a2
« Washington, Mo . = 20 [ 1nssell, Kans _____________..__ b
Brazt), Ind_ .o _ 44
) ELIGTCRT Morgan Park, TN_ ... 4D
Elgln, 1N ?\ »127 | Washington, MO e e 41
Maple Lake, Minn_. oo ___. - 109 | Norfolk, Nebr_:__._. Y S an
De Kalb, Moo 103 | Junction City, Kons .____ omemeee A
Mishawaka, Ind ... ___ ot i Yo ) . )
Snn Antonio, TeX.oime——n_.. 83 0 TR
JGreensburg, Ind - 82 | Eigin, I 118
SWarikegan, T eeeo oo - 79| De Kulb, Nl__4 > 12
anrve,y. Pl : e e A (] -San'Antonlo, Te:......i.........._...... 108
.- . ;, ‘~. ) ‘:"‘Q\r *:1.- e Lo Sl ; %‘“ . ‘: ;:g:; ‘»_‘;;
A i Eaathe h =R vy
¥ . ¥ 2% - hy T
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Costs per 1,000 student hours of various ‘subjects in Elyria High Sdi‘ool com-
pared with other cities—Continued.

cduusncz—continued.
Washington, Mo_________ ——— $100
Mishawaka, Ind___ S - |
‘ounville, Ind____ ——— 81
Flyria, Ohio ______________ T
Wankegan, W12_____________ 73
Nublesville, Tnd________________ 72
« Fast Chieagd, Ina___________ 72
Harvey, Kans______-___________i 69
Leavenworth, Kans_____________ 60
Aunction Cjty, Kans___________ 54
Grunite Clty, Moo ___________ B4
jonner Springs, Kans_._________ 5o
Aurora, 111 49
Rockford, TH 49
Iiazil, Ind 47
Nushville, Tenn © 46
South Bénd, Tod 43
Greensburg, Ind: 23
HOME ECONOMICS,
DeRao, TN ______ 174
" San Antonio, Tex__________
Waskegaaf, 10 ____________ S8
Grecnsburg, Ind _:_..______‘__ 81
Nushville, Tenn__________ e 7O
' Hatey, Mi________________ ki
South Rend, Ind _____ e - T2
Noblesville, Ind_____ e -— 62
Eluria, Ohdo : 62
Mistiawaka, Ind_________ e ¢
Biging i_____________ - &0
Reekford, TW__________ 48
Junction City, Kaps_________ — 40
“Bonner Sprivgs, Kans_________ I 1
Maple Lake, Minn 41
Fast Aurora, M_______ R 839
kst Chleago, Ind 36
Biesell, Kans_,._______ ——————— 8¢
Leavenworth, Kans SO 1
LATIN. -
Maple Lake, M.______ ______ — 244
Universtty High, Chicago, IN1___. 174
Ryssell, Kans________________
Elgin, 1 _______, : '
Mishawaka, {1 IS
Sun Antonto, ez =
.« Harvey, m __.. |
:S:?ch‘Bgnd. T6d..

LATIN—continued.
Juaction City, Kans.___._______ &
Fluria, Ohio ______________ T
Leavenworth, Kanso____________ T
De Kalb, L ) 7
Washington. Mo________________ M-
Last Aurora, TW____________ (3]
Mount Carroll, N___________ 2
Wavkegan, T _____________ N |
Noblesville, Ind.______________ 1
Brazil, Inafe____________ - 5
Morgan Park, Ill___:;__________ o
Grunite City, IN__________ R 52
Rockford, nm. 49 /
Norfolk, Nebro___________ U, 43
Boonville, Mo______________ N
Greensburg, Ind___g__:________ 44

MATHEMATICS,

University High, Chicago, IN___ 169

Mishawakas, Ind______________ 112
Blgin, 0 ___________ 10
Maple Lake, Mino______________ 100
wanite Clty, M_____________ 88
Fast™Chicago, Ind______________ 82
DeRalb, = ________ 74
San Antonio, Tex____________ ¢9
Harvey mm____________ GY
Elyria, Ohio 7
63
Iast Aurora, I____.________ 61
Rockford, Ill_-____-__---_f ..... 59
Boonville, Imd_______._ . _______ 5
Brazil, Tnd_____________________ 56
Leavenworth, Kans_____________ 46
Greensburg, Ind_____._______ ot
Morgan Park, __<_______ A b3
Noblesvilte, In(l___,.___-_‘g ..... he
Norfolk, Nebr___.________ . ____ 42
Washington, Mo . 41
BonnerSprings, Kans___________ 3%
Russeéll, Kans.. ._________ ——— 84
Junction Olty, Kans_._._____.. 81
Mount Carroll, Moo, 80
. ENGLISH, a3
De Kalb, 1} et 100 %

Mishawaka, Ind_.____ " " g5 R
b nawaks, Iy ;
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ENGLIsH-—continued.

ﬂgln, 1
arvey, .
Waukegan, TH______ o<
San Antonlo, Tex __ _____ ___

South Bend, Ind . ______:1___
‘East Aurora, 1M____________.____
Bodhville, Mo _ . o )
Elyria, Ohio__%_ . cam

Roekfon-d, TN o . Az
Greeustinrg, Ind_______________ —
Noblesville, Ind__ _________.____.
Brazit, Ind_______________ R

Maple Lake, Minp ...t ..

Morgan. Park, 11 _____ -~
“Junction Clty, Knns_________ .
Mount Carroll, TH__ ____________-
Granfte Clty, IN___ ______._..__
Bonner Springs, Kans .. I

MODERN LANGUAGES

Sun Autonlo, Tex_____ ___ . .-
Blgin, IN _____ -
Mishawkika, Tnd
DeKalb, 1W______ -
East Chicago. Ind ________ T
Waunkegnn, T ____. .
Harvey, N __________I_______
East Aurora, Th____
Noblesville, Ind________________
“Blyrin., ORiO - oo
Green:uhurg, Ind_ o
South Bend, Ind. ______________
Rockftord, M- ___________.____
Leavenworth, Kaos______ . _.__
Washington, Mo_________.____ i
Rrazil, Tod_.____ S
Junctlon City, Kans_ ___________
Boonville, Mo____ ____________
Bonner Spriogs, Kans . _._____

. Norfolk, Nebr____._____________
Ruseell,- Kans._____ —— RS
Maple Lake, Minn_____o _______
Granite City, Th________. ..

.

.
NATURAL BCIENCE,

5 De Katb, M. -
b Untversity High Chicugo, ..

Leavenworth, Kuns . __ . |

NATUREYL 8CIENCE—continued.
$82 | Waunkegany, Wm0 &10n
L ast Chiengo, Indoooo oo I AN
60 ! Maevey, TN oL 0!
68 | Bast Avrora, Moo __ .. N
66 1 Wlgin, MU . .. N
58 | Morgan Parvk, I___ . __________. T
T Nad Antonie, Tex .. ____ (I
53 | Bonner Springs. Kons_o____._ . 65
52 | Maple Lake, Minn_. __.__. . Gl
51 | Sonth Bend, Ind___ .. __ 62
51 | Mishawaka. Ind__ . BalE i GiY
50, Mounnt Garroll, 11 s N [HY]
49 | Roonviile. Mo ___.___ aR
47 | Grunite City, Ind 56
44 ' Nussell, Kans i
1 Kiyria, Ohto - ... T
40 | Norfolk, Nebr _____________ 20
30 | Leavenworth, Kans __________ Ot
g8 Prvaxilodnmd_oo oo .o ... 02
’)Rn('k\{orf], Mm .. o
Nohlosrilte, Ind ___ . Bl )
114 | Greensburg, Ind. ____. U 11|
10y | Junction Clty, Kans - . ___ H
9] | Washinaton. Mo__________ __ 3N
op | Ruseell, Kams_________________ 20
]2 | Washington, Mo________________ 34
81 | Norfolk, Nebr_______.___________ 8
80 -
=8 INDUSTRIAL ARTH,
08 Y .
o Junctied Cfty, Kans_____________ 148
o5 Elglo, M__ .. 139
Aurora, 1M ____________.________ 133
g‘; De Kaib, W _________'___s___ 12N
61 Waukegan, 1. _________. Y
9 South Bend, Ind________ PSS [BRR
61 .
54 Roonville, Mo . ___.____.__ 1o
253 San Antonlo, Tex.__________ _ O
Mishawaka, Ind_ . ______________ S
45 R .
43 ussell, Kans____._..__________ . [
48 Noblesville, Ind______.__.______ 67
42 Rockford, Ni______ oo e G4
g7°| Blyrie, OMdo_ e 63
g3 | Harvey, Thoo_________._ PSR 11
LeaVen‘wqrth, Kans _________ I .. 54
Norfolk, Nebr_.__-..____...>.._. 48
140 | Greensburg, Ind_ oo PN ;1
180 | East Chicago, Tnda—ooceoooe e 21
N
- 34 -
29 v ;. ; i

.
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Costs per 1.000 student hours of various subjects in Elyria High School com-
Jpared vith other c{!ics—Cn’tinnod.

5
i
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A number of $actors might combine to determine the costs, the
salaries of the teachers, the number of periods taught per day, and
the size of thesections. Are these well balunced §

_ The teachers do not. teach too many hours a week. Prof. Bobbitt

« gives u table showing the median length of the teaching week in the

viarious subjects in the schools Qe studied, together with the qyartile

. range. Giving this and comparing the average length of teaching

week (the median is inaccurate with so few cases) in Elyria High

- School, it i§ clear that the teachers do not teach too many periods
ax compared with other schools.?

Length of teaching week per teacher and subject, Biyria and otRers.

rd ; -

. Med 60

° minute

. o . ” hours ;
. .68 per n
. . Bubjects, : T | safety. | teacher | Elyria
0 o per week
) in other
0 N . Cities.
Ara .I!l;ru ................ o R-7 25.4 18,58
Huusehold eecupations. .. .. 22 241 22 5
aa T- . Rill
Lo - o 4y 3 . 5
:Iaahcmauu B0 g.s 18.5!:
atn,,.o oo, 6.1 -3 18.5
Modern languages. . ... ... =20 .ﬁ.ﬂ 18.58
Shinnwork (industeial arts) 8- -1 30.m
A SO . 20 B0 18.58
CIRTHITS  F R $00000B60006E000 ' 0-22 2.5 25.50
Y

4
In all but commerce, shopwork, and science tho teachers in Elyrin
High School are well below the median and below the zone of safety?
This would inerease costs, not lower them. :
Nor are the sections especinlly large.  The median seetion for (he /
scfiool is 21 pupils. The entire distribution of sections is giyen in the’
following table: .

Sixe of sections in Fiyrio High S:‘{tool.
: )

&' a8 . o ’ H‘mdomi\

Sulyocls. Median
llmm~ 1-4 59 10-14 | 1519 | 20-24 | 25-29 20-34 4u
wrs, . - v

Muthwmatics.. .. ..
Modern languages. .
Musie,

science.,
Industri
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.

Size of sectiona in VFiyria High School comparcd with upper ond lower quar-
tiles of a number of other cities (Labbitt).

¢ | Rlyria. Other cities.

Subyrcts. Upper = Jower

- } Modian, quartile. Medlan. quastile.
Mude ...l L I = LTS P RS e e R Ae e 1 4.5 &8 58 12
Fuzilsh . . P e A s A T | 24 34 n 20
Muthematics. 24 24 21 N
Uistory . ..... ¢ 2 23 21 17
Befenes. ., 21 2 20 16
Apriculture d 24 [ i3 19 I
Cominerce St < o ool 14 : 23 P N ]
Prawing. ... R e 17 24 18 B
5Iu.!r‘rnl]1nmmzo< 20 20 17 1
latin . - 20 1y 17 u
Heuse holduwup-unn( E dcagaoaaca 15 I < 7 "
SIGPWOTK, 0t PP 12 E ool 2 B et ke i 1o 5 o o ] o AV 16 18] 14 l 12

- Flyria is (~l<-nl\ at almn( the u‘ntml tcn(lonu of the cities studied
by Babbitt. o The expenses of instruction are well distributed from
department to department. It is at about the median. &

V'kee salary of the principal'—The lagest available eompilation of
sm(btms of salaries of high-school prineipals’is o1 the year 1913-14,
At that time the principal of the Elyria High Sciggol received $1.600,
which was $100 less than the median and $73 less than the averagoe
paid  to “high-sthool principals: in the cities of the country whose
populntlon was between 10,000 and 25,000,

The Elyria principal now receives $1,700, exactly the median sal-
ary in 1913-14. Since that timme, however, salaries have increased
throughout the country. and undoubtedly the median salary is still
greater than that of the Elyria school. A reasonable:increase should
be granted to him. The following t.lblo shows the salaries of 223

high:school principals: & R q
Suluries of hégh-school pﬂmpalv in citics of 10,000 to 25,000 populalmn in
1913-14, >
Principalr |~ Princlpals | v Prine unls
recelving | recelving. reveiving

~ Median, ‘Sl 700; average, $1,673. At that time Elyrm pnld $1,600.

TEACHERS.
The salarie he teachers in the high school at Elyria:are sur-
pxising,]y Jow" "The median safary is $1,000, or $100 more: than it
was in 1912-13.  The distribution of calaries of 23 teachers employed -

0 o

in the fall of 191617 was as-follows: Y A
' ; Ralarics of teachers, 1916-17. . .% '
. Tenchers. Teache
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Alameda, Cal_____________ $1. 440 | Kearney, N, J ___:_._._.'____ £1, 000
Flaintield, N J______"°° -- L300 | Krnosha, Wia . 17777777" - 1,000
Norwowl, Ohle —mee 1,300 Morristown, N. J__C77777°C - Y ooo
Fresno, Calo____T --—= 1,300 | Ann Arbor, Mich._ - 1_()0!))
Botee, Idaho_____ ———- 1,300 Moltne, I _ —— D50
Wost  Chester, 1'a__ = 1200 | Adrinn, Mie e ann
Wilktushurg, Pa.__ - 1,200 | Muncle, Ina_'_ " " ——— 015
I konsack, N, J_ -- ‘1,150 Leavenworth, Kans. ———— 000
Gary, Ind_.______“T7TTTT7C -- 1,100 | Rast Chleago, Ind__ don
Trinidad. Colo_ - 1,100 Elyrin, Ohfo__ ___ - {0
Part Chester, N, Y____ - L1100 | Fargo, N, l)ﬂk.t —_— 00
Stonx Falls, N, Dayk____ -- 1,100 | Bandusky, OhloVa _ - 875
Puerett, Wash___ [ 0 - LORi | Nurlington, lowa._. - R4S
It flle, T -= 1.000 | Owensboro, Ky ____ 77 7777"7TT7- 855
bunkYrk, N, J__222000C ol 1,000 i

Teachers. ) ) Teachers,
D yeurs.______ e - 1 Torees . -~ 2
Svedrso___ V|6 years.______________ T 1
S§oyears. 1| 5% venrs._________. 1
N venrg B Syears ________________° 3

17

Comparing the median salary in Elyria with the median salary of
cbrtain other cities of about the same size (reducing the median to
conform+o similarity of dates) we have the following ;

HIGH BCHOOL, '

. * .
Median salarics of Migh-schonol teachers in certain cifies,

Under ordinary circumstafces, with snch a low price paid for
teaching, one would naturally expect to find marked deficiencies in
other lines. such as very vaung teachers, teachiers without experience, -
poorly trained teachers, cte.  But this is not the case. - '

I. The teachers of Elyria High School are exceptionally well
trained. The median teacher has had a four-year college course;
Uiree have done graduate work; while only seven have had less than a
complete college course. '

Years of training beyond elementary school, Klhyria Righ-school teachers. .

9. The teachers of Elyria High School have had successful experi-
ence in high-school work. The teaching done and the amount of each
kindl is given in the following table, in months: i

Bzpericnce of Elyria H igh Schogl teachers. . .
. B
. In highschool. | I elomentary school,
No. | tanching [1npresony| IR PIbschool. ] bn elemantary achoot.
. experience,|  Piace. Rural,
T Monthe. Months. Months
1 360 - e,
L. 08 3
Xoof. xn
Qo0 00DQ0S el
I: .. : : : : : ........... i")
; ------ 70 ----------- 9.
© 2000000000008600008000000000 B R AN T
Iu 77
R 381,
...... 80
0

¢
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The medisu teacher of the Elyria High School has had a total
experience of 80 months, 43 months of which have been spent in the
present place. All but 3 have had experience in high-school work
previous to the present year, and only 1 has had less than two
years’ experience previous to the present year. .
3. The teachers of Elyria High School are a mature group of ;
teachers. Their ages uve as follows:

Agyes of teachers in Elyria High School.

Teachers Teachers.

Under 25 .. .. __ e 203549 [ - 1

D5 T : 25 [ S S 1
-84 . S I3« 1 3
8530 e~ 816004 . 1

4044 ... 1

4. The teachers of Elyria High School have had considerable work: |
in education. The amount of work which each had done in education .
and psychology, computed to a cummon standard, the semester-hour
basis, is shown in the following:

Profcssiongl study by lcachers.

i

Semester hours in educadton: “Teachers,
YO ss o N, ey gy R B ki
510 . __. . R t\. e 3
B 0-1520 2t e 2 s RS SEEE 2 P LT, [2
3520 e i e 4 '
B L < — A =t - o P 3
25 aDA OVET - %o e B e e e ol )

Considering that the teachers of the Elyria High School ave iwell
educated, have had successful experience, are mature, and have had
training in psychology and education, it is surprising that they are
not better paicl. The explanation lies in the fact that the great ma-*
jority of them previously lived in Elyria or the vicinity, and that the
opportunit®to tcach at home among familiar surroundings and
friends outweiglhs the higher salaries that would be paid elsewhere.
Only'a‘ few of the tcachers have any appreciable income outside of
school work, but the fact that a good many live at home with their
parents in effect increases their salaries a little, - Eleven of the teach-
ers are graduates of the Elyria High School itself, seven from high
schools in northern Ohio, and only five from other places. Nearly
every teacher in. the school secured his place through the personal
knowledge of .the former superintendent, showing that the school
was not bidding for teachers in the open market.

_ The teachers take an active pait in the work of the commuinity,
only g% pot working eithesiin the clubs, Sunday schools, Young « «

*
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Men’s Christian Assaciation, or Young Wo’r_ﬁen’s Christian Asso-
ciaticn. ' '

One noticeable feature of the attitude of the teachers is their lack
of attendance upon summer schools, This is not so necessary as it -
might be if they were not so well trained, but the fact remains that
15 of the teachers have not been to 8 summer schoo] since grz';d}la-
tion from college. The salaries paid, of course, do not warrant
much expense for study during vacations. '

L. We recommend that the salaries of the teachers of Elyria High
"> School be increased tc meet the demands on the outside. Ten teach-
ers have been drawn away from Elyria by Cleveland and other
cit'es during the past 10 years, . :

2. We also reccmmend that efforts of teachers to increase their
worth to the schools of Elyria by study at summer schools and in
other ways be given proper recognition,

POBSIHLE ECONOM [ES,

~Tn addition to the plans previously mentioned, there are at least c
thiee ways in which the Elyria High School may economize the time
of the pupils who enter its doors. It is not peculigr to Elyria that
boys and girls are entering professional life at a later age than boys
pnd givls in other countries Twenty-five per cent of the present
senior clasygre 19 or older last June. The following “age-grade »

tuble shews the maturity of the student body.

Ages and grades of pupiis i Blyria High School. e
- \
Ages.
Grudes. _\l T E
13 M 15 16 17 13 lq Z) 2
“‘ﬂr\sl YOAT. L 9 b3 T KU T
Secomd year. . 4 7 2 1.
Third vear. .. [k 0. ; ................
Fourth year. . -] ] 1 2 2 -

Anything which will enable the boys and girls to finish school at an" -
earlicr age, orto complete more of the course before they are forced
to stop school, would be a good-thing. Thieo measures may be more -

* 407 less completely adopted to further this purpose: (1) The school
might continue for a longer time each year; (2) the pupils in certain.
cases might be allowed to carry more work; and (3) a closer relation.
ship might be made with the elementary school whereby the break-.%

‘between the twg institufions would be lessened, so that the boys and?
. girls might get an’earlier start in 'the high ‘school. SR

(1) Increasing. the time given gqf«l\'@qlgweﬂéié‘!‘pe Elyri:“gig"h.-‘ :
School has . term of 88 weeks; an unisiially long ¢ s Many other
lioolj ixy: the: Nagth Centi “Awsoclition rufi biit 85 or 86 weeks, and .
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still receive the sama credlt for a .‘M‘ ork If Flyrm High School

were to institute a summer term of nine weeks, and add to ‘that two

or three weeks of the winter term, a sunmer course compieting from

one-fourth to one-half of a year's work might be offered. If a'student

[ were to take one-third of a year’s work every summer, the course coulil
be completed in three years. a =aving of an entire year. If com- -
pulsory military training i~ sddopted by this conntry some such plan
as this will be needed to make up the time to be fost in that way.
This, of course. will increase the total expense for salaries, but it will
be making a Detter use of the school plant. In time some such plan
ns this shonl(l be adopted.

(8) Alswing certain pupils to carry more work —1mhv1duals dif-
fer widely. On the race track we exppet certain boys to run much
faster thair others, in the declamation contest e are not surprized at

"inequalities in ability, but ii high school we usually insist that every
boy and every girl carry four subjects, no matter whether he or <he
is bright or dulls It is well known te anyone who has made any
psychological study of variations in ability that it is quite as easy for
certain children to carry five subjeets as it is for certain others to
carry three. There is no good reason why the bright, heaithy children
should ' not be permitted to carry-five subjects and graduate in three
years. \

At present in the Elyria High Schod relagively few are carrving
more or less than the normal amount. The following table gives the
conditions on Febrnary 15, 1917: )

Nuniher of jopils "in Elyria High Selonl cuny/m{; . 3. 4, and 5 courscs.

_____ = = A e —
Two : Thico Four : Five
CHUr-0L, T CONITSCS, | QINI8CS.  Courses,
- . ! i
|—- .- e
FIOShIION. ..\eoieeneneecneereninnennn V| — i 1y 161 2
Sc¢phomores, i ood) 13 170 13
Junirs. .., 315 106 11
feniors, . .. "Il " 2 '

U From dedlrg: 1ent school,

3 Bix taking music outside.

' Dolug oflice work outside: need but two units to graduate.
Taking music outside.

Most of the pupils carrying less than four courses are carrying
music in addition. Those from the delinquent school are carrying
but three. -In the same fashion, why should not the exceptionally
able, coming from the elementary school, be allowed to elect an
extra subject, or rather be éncouraged, to clect it. It would make
for earlier graduation. It would save a year for many.

- (3). A better organization of the program of studies— At present
‘ﬁthe elementary’ schools and the hlgh school at Elyria are almost com-
letgly\separal;e, In tbe grade'schools the chlldren sn‘, in one room.

o
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in the high school they move about; in the g'r:ae schools they have
but one teacher except in manual training and mathematics; in the
high school they Lave many. In the elementary school the same
. . g

subjects are studied throughout most of the course; in the high
school new ones are taken up with relative frequency. One of the
large elementary schools is on the same plat of ground as the high
school, yet the two are in no way connected, Few high-school teach-
crs have scen an elementary-school class taught since they left the
cighth grade. Few elementary-school teachers have seen a high-‘
school class taught since they themselves were in the high school,

Not a single reference was made in any first-year high-school class
that was visited to any elementary school work that might have gone
before. The high-school teachers were quite as unfamiliar with any

are held in the high school. These are the only connections,
No argument is needed to prove therinefficiency of this organiza-
tion, the result of accidental combinations of differing types of
schools in our educational system.. Thete is no Psychological, socio-
logical, or practical reason why “elementary-school work should
continue for eight years and then suddenly give way to “ high-school -
work.” There is no valid reason for a break between the two. Va-
rious attempts are being made all over the United States to remedy
this evil, which, of course, is not peculiar to Elyria. Many element-
ary schools have intreduced-departmental work in the upper grades,
allowing for greater specialization .of tho teaching force, with the
consequent increase in efficiency, striving to make the elementary
school more like the high school. Other cities have tried to make .
the first year of the high school more like the elementary school, giv-
ing one.or two teachers endire charge of a section. Some citjes pro-
mote the eighth-grade teacher with the class, making her a section
teacher of the new first-year high-school class, and having her con- . .
“'tinue the Latin and algebra which she started. the year before. In
_ this way all the eighth and ninth grade teachers teach one grade or

the other gvery two years; .
2 Without doubtjthe mst successful solution of the difficulty has
B been in the introduction of the junior high school. This movainent
has been viewed as an unwarranted oxtension of the high school

were all right 50 long as one was for the training of followers and :
the other for the training of -lead spirit, of demogracy*

_‘But.the.

has grown, and. the  high school
g

% %
A “5% A g

downward, In reality it is fully as much an extension of the ele-
« Mentary school upward.. The elementary school and the high school .

Yol &hﬁgp;ljggéa&ggglggg;l the
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per cent of the people go. More than 50 per cent of those who enter
it leave before the close of the sccond year. A change, therefore, is
urgently needed which will wipe out the iine of demarcation between
- the elementary and the high school. T or the commercial curriculum
does not really start any commercial work until the second high-
schqol year. Yet, as Van Denburg in his study of the New York
high schools has showed, pupils leave in great numbers to enter
business before the close of the first high-schoel vear. For the col-
lege preparatory group, the four years of training are not suflicient ;
nor do we see the like of it in any other great country. German boys
start Latin in the class corresponding to our fourth grade, and a
simildr condition prevails in France.

In view of the foregoing facts it is recommended that Elyria adopt
the six-three-three plan of organization for its schools. In this plan
the first xix grades become the elementary ~(lmol the seventh, eighth,
and ninth grades become the junior high school; and the t,enth, e]ev- .
ently, and twelfth’ grades the senior high school,

It has been said that-it is the function of the first five or six years
of «chool to impart the tools and basal concepts of education by
nmiecans of interesting subject matter. and that it is the function of tho
upper grades and the high school to impart interesting subject mat-
tee by means of the tools and basal concepts learned in the earlier
grades. This shift in tmph.x\h forms the logical Lmnxmon from the -
elementary school to the junior high <chool.

Impress upon the teacher the fact that pupils are lo'nmg schopl,
™ One great advantagesof the junior high-seheol idea i that therd is
a * graduation " at the close of the ninth grade, and the teachers do
not count on throe-;'\uurs' additional’ work’ for every child. Yet in
the usual high schonl. the program of studies and the ideas of the
teachers are often based upon the lhought that all children are gomg
to graduate.

Ono additional consideration. A ‘survey need not confine itself
to suggestions which ave nmnedmmly practical, The one which fol-
lows is one which the administrators of the high school should: weigh
with exceeding care. mrmdmlng its possible advantages and disad-
vantages. The suggestion is that at least a part of the Elyria High
School be organized on a part-time plan like that of Fitchburg,
Mass., and the University of Cincinnati. A number of considera-
tions lead to this suggestion. ‘A great number of the pupils aro
leaving school before graduation. Mnch of the so-called vocational
‘work, particularly agricultiive, is without point unless it is con-
noctod‘\v:th tho actual operation of such work out in the world. . The
great majority of:the boys and many of the girls are ongnged in
gnmfnl occupanons during the summer and on Saturdnys and beforg

3
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and after school. If the « alternation plan” were adopted pf oper-.
ating the school in groups, one group to be at work in the industry
or on the farm or in the home, and another group to be in school,
the groups exchapging places every week or every two weeks; prac-
tical experience in the work would be had, the school work would
have more point, and many pupils otherwise unable to remain in
school would be ensbled to do sor . :

The children at Elyria are already engaged in gainful occupations.
The pupils were asked the folloﬁg questibns: How much dig you
make at work last summer? W t wes the work? How much do
You make out of school hours and on Saturdays? What s the work?
The results are given in the following tables;

-~

Money carned by high-schan boys,

5 o S A R
0 Nonresi- N ” Nonresl- | i
dent pupils l'{‘\5."“\'" Amonnts “dent upils! R“*‘{'“_’“ ,
cho i Puptiswhol earned I wS‘m~ 'p“p”‘\“}"’lrarnlnzs .
Amned e’ O3 N6l the | during ['earned e , e the | Farn pbert .
cmel e amannts | summer | amounts | Smounts | N | tarilg
;'l',?l:,','"'n | Batedin | vacation, | stated 1n | Stated in | Sehool term.
¢lumn 3/ lumn3. | 1916, li eolumn g,
. [ j o
H 3 |l 4
b
7] 0 ‘ o | R |
9 $0-810 1 3
H | ‘-2 7 | 10
16 21- 30 ] 18
6 - 31- 40 I 10 25
5 41- 5 1 10
1 51- 60 | 5 15
8 f1. 70 | 1 4
15 N 1 9
8 RI- 0 ’ 1 3
25 01-100 1 1
2 1 1 1
7 1 4
7 1
; .
2
2
H q
2 anrd, .
? 191-200 ndefinite. £
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Profitable occupations of high-schood boys. 8
. ) I
Nonresident puplls, Resident  puplls
who earned who eafned
moncy—- mnonoy— . s
Ocenpation tn which [— . : —
money was earned.
. ‘Durlng During | PUrIng 1 pyrine
summer summes [N
vacation, iChm] vacition, ichool «
1916, et | Tygre, 7| term. -
— e - r
Clerking In store. ....... 3 7 4 9 [
Oftice work. ..... Jq”° 0 0 f 3 - B
' Farm and garden . o 58 patl 15 1 »
Factory........... o 3 1 3 9
0dd jobs.......... . 0 3 20 i
O Chaufleur and garage. .. . 1 [} N 3
b ¢ © Driving truck..... . -3 0 5 0 -
Plumbhing . ... S 0 4] 0 2 .
Shopwork. 1 1 4 -0
Carpentr; 1 0 0 0 s
Music. 1 1 ] 1
Theatr: . [} Q 1 0
Caddying....... 1 0 2 1
fetting ten pin [:] 1 0 2
Detivering. ... 1 0 0 2 H
Minor sales........ 2 2 13 28
Waliting and barber: 0 0 1 3
Printing. ......... 0 0 3 2
Eleetric work [} 0 1 1
Litrary......... 0 0 0 1
Drafting. ceceeveen.. H 0 0 0 1
|
. - .
\ Money earned by high-school girls,
o o R
! n ]
Nonresi- | paqdent Nowresi- | pogdent
dnn‘l‘ggmls: pupils who| Amounts !don‘t‘.mplls pupllswho | Esmings
- earned the earned the osrned ieamml the eamed the | per woek .
nnats samounts during | aemte smonnis + durin
“’}“wd in | s'stedin summer || TOOULE | stated in sthoo!
column 3. | column 3, [vacation,1918. column 0, | cotunn 6. | * term.
5 . | d .
- — S —] h -
i 2 3 4 5 [
- 7 i "0 { 1681 0 -
2 44 $1-$10 7 13 $0.01-80. 50
- 12 17 11- 20 2 I8 .51- 1.00
n - 1t 21- 30 1 1 1.00- 1.50
1 3, 31- 40 2 a 1.51- 2.00
1 -2 41- 50 0 1 2.01- 2.50
0 2 51- 6y 2 1 2.51- 3.00 D
1 0 81- 70 1 1 3.0~ 3.50
1 2 71-80 [} 1 3.51- 4.00
3 9 | Indefinite, 0 [} 4.01- 4750
'] 1 | Premiums. 1], 1 4, 51- 6. 00
1 0 Boord [ .12 | Indefnite,
............ S S 1 0 Board. .
) [
. <
. L
3 o
1
-
= oot
T v
& TR e e e
T TR A T
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Profitable occupations of high-school Yirls.

Nonrasident pupils | Resident pupils
who eamed whoearpe
. monsy— meuy—
Occupations ip which
money wis earned. During Durin
summer | During | summ D,
vaca- sc.hoof vaca- hool
tion, term, tion, term,
1916, 1918.
Housowork.............. 25 ~ 3 38 25
Clerking. ... .. . 3 2 15 16
Otlien work.... d 1 2 10 2
Numsing. . ..., . 0 0 ] 1
Famn and garden 30 [} 5 0
Factory work 1 0 3 0
liaking and candy roak-
n 0 o 1 2
1 0 4 3
[} 0 2 3 =
0 0 1 0
N r
] 0 1 3
] 0 0 1
0 0 1 0

-

. : .

It is clear that a large number of lines of we i pre already ropre-
sented in-this high school. The boys particularly are already at
work, and many of them are engaged in work which renders consid-
erable return for the effort. It is certainly true that the rapidly
growing industries of Elyria and the vicinity are drawing boys
away from school. A combination plan whereby boys could be al-
lowed to alternate between work and school would tend to keep

boys in school. would help them to carn their way, and at the samo

time woull tend to mak# the school work of a practical nature that
no other plan would secure. . \ :

This plan has been successful in other cities. Tt is doubtful if the

work in industrial arts or agriculture.will evor amount to what it -

shopld until some plan something like this is adopted.
8UGGESTIONS.

(1) That a curriculum better adapted to the needs of prospective
teachers be devised upon consultation with the normal school
authorities, 0

(2) That a curriculur in arts and crafts be devised. :

(3) That every'effort be made to put more yital work in the

-earlier years, particularly in the commercial and agricultural de-

partments. : ‘

(4) That the three Science laboratqrie§ be x;epaired and made more |

suitable for their work. . . . .
(56) That more work in hygiene and health be given.. . .-
. (8) Thiat science work, especially ‘phygics and chemistry be better
adapted to the needs of farmers, industrial
(7). That Lo yoary'of-osie moslat lavg

N
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sons be made between the classics, and greater emphasts be lnid upon ‘

the reasons-for reading particular books; that more interesting stovies ¥ ]

be selected _for beginners; that better, application be made of gram- ¢
" mar and rhetorie. - : :
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. \ « &
(8) That every Latin class be also a class in Engfish.
(9) That the pupils who are not doing ‘well be encoura@ to drop
Latin and algebra early in the course. .
© (10) That instruction in “oral English composition” be extended
in a measure to all the exercises of the school; that frequent compari-

(11) That algebra be postponed to the second year.

(12) That the hard and fast sysiems of assigning lessons b
abolished. ) .

(13) That experiments in supervised study be tried. - )

(14) That some part-time classes be introduced.  ~




Chapter V1 ‘ 1
INSTRUCTION IN PRIMARY 'GRADES,

. : READING,

Failures in reading.—Twenty-one per cent of the children in the
first._ grade in the Elyria schools failed in reading af the mid-ycar
promotions in 1917, Ten per cent failed in ‘the second grade, -5 per
cent in the third grade, and only 1 per cent in the fourth grade. - Com-
parison of this record with that of Cleveland.for June, 1914, shows
that thefirst-grade failure in Oleveland was 15 per cent as against
21 per cent in Elyria; the second grade 10 per cent in both cities;
and the third grade 6 per cent as compared with 5 for Elyria; and
in the fourth grade 43 per cent for Cleveland, anf/ 1 per cent for
Elyria. Cleveland has a lower rate of failure in first grade by 6 per ¥
cent than Elyyia, but in the next three grades—second, third, and

- Jourth—the Cleveland failures are ¢ per cent greater than in Elyvia.
. Cleveland’s curve of failure in reading is Yower than E, yria’s in the
first grade, but still maintaigs a high per dent, while 1t follows the
sume general direction through all the gragbs. Elyria has.a decided
gain on Cleveland in the middle grades, and 't was demonstrated re-
) peatedly in the reading classes observed in Elyria that the children
in the middle grades read with fluency and nccuracy! '

A full discussion of the probable causes which 1€1d to the, high
percentage of failures in the first grade and the reasons for the '
wide  variation e proficiency in reading between the first and the
miiddle grades will be given in the following pages. .

First grade—~Many influences work together to deter the progress
of first-grade children.  For the first months they must adjust

*. themselves to new_eonditions and adapt themselves to a new entiron-.

ment.  Tho language .of the schoolroom is very different, even for .
. American-born children, from that of the home. The arbitrary
" sviubol in reading, as the sign of the spoken word, requires in itself
- a remarkable adjustment. The child has known: language through

, the ear’and voice, and now it becomes a thing of sight. He sees

language and is expeeted to translate the symbols quickly and ac. -

* curately into the spoken word with which he is alrendy familiar.

This fundamental principle of learning to read is too often made. ;

more difficult for him than i_t.need'..bé‘._' He comes, equipped yith.
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large vocabulary of spoken words. He knows their meaning, He -
¢éan use them at will to express his thoughts on many subjects. Thesé
thvughts and words are too often ignored in the early lessons iri -«
reading, especially. with children who speak a foreign language at
home.» New matter and the strange symbols confuse hini, and fi'ed'I
: quently after five months of struggle to meet this requirement hel
C O fails. . 2 as . " \ i : 1
Fequirement in first grade~—That the requirement for first-grade
reading™is much too large is fully demonstrated by the number of
failures in all the first grades throughont the city.  There needs to .
be i quickened conscience among the teaching force in regard to

! failurés in their classes, and: greater 1wge'should be made of the half- .
. hour period at nooil designed for the special help of backward
: children. ‘ . -

W ethod in.ﬁrst grade.—~The method used in the beginning classes
lacks the element of adaptability and elasticity. Children arc held
too long on one unit of work befors they proceed to new mutter.
No provision is made within the method used for either the advanced
or the backward child. _

< Obscreation in first grade.—The first grades throughout the city
were beginning a new .term and the metbod was the same in all
reading clagses observed. A rhyme was ‘ritteh on the blackboard
and the pupils went over the words with the teacher wmtil they were
familiar with them. Then individhaal words were emphasized until
the children were able to recognize them out of their setting, in the
rhyme.  Sometimes this ‘analysis of the sentences into word units
‘became monotonous and tiresome, for the childven were held on one
rhyme until all the words in it were mastered. In one first-grado
room there were 18 children, 10 of whom were repeaters, and as they
had already Spent five months on the”same rhynies the repetition of
“the process must have been most discouraging. Some individual
teachers made an attempt to vary the exercise§ by singing the rhyme,
or by playing a game with bean bags and keeping time with the
tossing of the bags back and forth as the children chanted the rhyme. -
This diversion fidded a fictitious interest to the exercise but did not
scein to promote the real obiject of the lesson, that of functioning

words. ] . . .
) : ' PIIONICS,

Mechanical dificultics in reading.—1t is evident, both from obser-
"vation and from statistics, that the work in phonica in most schools
15 desultory ‘and docs not carry over into the, resding and spelling
lessons us it “should.'x The time allotment in phonics’ in’ Elyria and

in 15 other cities showsthat Elytria iano _efx'c.:ep;,ion‘tp\_the rule. = ;.
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Fifty minutes per week in the first three grades are devoted to
plmm(‘q in the Elyria schools according to tln‘ daily program in
rthnse grades, Ten minites a day. extending over three years of
school time, mean a long-drawn-ont ~tudy of a subject that needs
to be emphasized only (lmum the first year of =chool.t Tt conld be ’
virtually mastered in two or three months, In all his vocalggary
the ehild uses Wit 45 sounds. and he need- to Tearn but 36 letters
and letter combinations to represent them. Tt wonld scem an easy
matter to analyze his slmlu 0 words into thé 45 fundamentals and
then teach him to vecognize the symbols which represent thém., 1
thi~ could be done during the first few months of school. it woul B
give the child 2 mastery of~the te(,'rmqu(‘ of readmg and areatly 3
reduce the pereentage of failures in ll‘ldln" in the first grade. .

Time allotment for phonics in Elyria and in 15 other cities, -

l Minutes per week. Per cent of grade time. l

' i .
Crades. ' T T
e Fifteen | . Fifteen
' Elyria. [ itine o Elyria. ciLres, | ) v
¢ S TR SR SR
Q i
J 5 e S0 a9 6.8
' Kt l NLT2 ¥ ] 54
, | Wb s 39 33
! ;

The time allotient from 15 other cities compared with that of

Elyria indieates that this plan has been carvied out in some schoots. QY

The 15 cities tabulated in the table above show an average of 105.5
minutes n week dpvoted to phonies in the first grade, ns against 50 .2
minules in Elyria: 81 minutes in the second grade for 50 in B Ivrin,
and the same allotment in both cuses for the thivd § grade.
The-apportionment which these ¢ities wake throngh the three
araeles seems an equitable distribution nf time for phonjes, It
shows a high .nppxoemtmn of the nnpmmnoe of plmmc\' s15 2 subject
for study in primary edue llmn. >
Phonics, or word drills. ——Unfm‘tmmtol\'. not even the 10 minutes’
allotment for phonics per day in Elyvia is absolute, for the (Iuly
.])ronrnns give a double assignment to this period which is listed W
“phonies, or word drills,” in all programs examined except one.
The choice lies with the téacher: she ean teach either suh;oct duving
this period, and as the “word drill . is more closely related to l]m -
reading lesson than the *phonie drifll” she often emphasizes the
former at the expense of the-latter. &
Observation of a phonic lesson in first grade —Drill cards were
used in a ﬁrwt grndo phonic lesson observed. They w were ])lmultt‘d

‘Tho data in this lcctlon are not cnlmlalcd on the rame lmuis g the duu\ given. i

=, the seetlon g, Inltmcuon In the Intermiodinte and gragmar grades,
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at vandom as far as the sounds of the letters were concerned. The
drills consisted of initial consonant sounds in blend witl, the letters =~ |
v, kol ete—pr, fr, fr, sh, th, and bl, combined with the enclings
ad, eey y, ay, orer, aud ound, to form the words pray, tree, fry, shad,
rorer, rownd, ete. f -
- This exercise, like many of the phonic drills observed, was & drill
on the quick recognition of the symbol by sight and the Pronuncin gy,
tion of its corresponding sound. * There was no trpining of the ear
. to the quick recognition 6f sound apart from it< nssociantion with the
visible symbol, a type of trainimg which is much neetled by these
children and is greatly negleoted in all grades.  No observation was
. made of a development lesson in which the sound of any letter wag
first presented to the class. : .
“In general all lessons in phonics that were observed were used as
“sight drills rather than sound drills, It is suggested that the symbol
be used only occasionally until the children become expert in discor
ering sound units.in the wards they use ordinarily in conversation
in the schooltoom. The Work from charts and cards is apt to be-.
come perfunctory and to lose all spontaneity. It issuggested that the
teacher originate and prepare new matter and new methods for these
lessons. ) . ) _
“L'ests for reading vocabulary—The, Haggarty Scale. for Reading
= Vocabulary was used in the first three grades in selected schools to
determine the child’s proficiency in pronouncing words. The test
consists of lists of words, 25'phonetic and 25 sight words selected from
the .Jones list, and printed on small cards in columns arranged in
groups of 5 according to a seale of increfcing difficultve The first
group of words is numbered 50, and the list consisfs of the words =
would, out, bit, that, and fox, line 60, following line 50, is 10 points
“more difficult than the preceding line and consists of the words ring,
eut, Liney secd, more; this is followed by lines 800100, and 120, 0f five: -
-« 7 words each, the points of difficulty being indicated by the number of
the line. - . - . _ o
Each.chtld was-tested alone, and by Yhe sime person, A card was
handed to him and he was told to read the list of words it contained; ®
if he hesitated, he was tgld to pass onto the next word. The child -
S i was not marked in percentages on this test, but.a careful record was -
kept of his reaction on each word; a space left #f lio pronounced the
word correctly, a zero if he made no attempt, and the word he' sab-
stituted for the correct word was written in the space reserved for the. - *

record of his score in the test. .
o . - '

o
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. ’
. Tty HAGGARTY TEST vOB READING VOCABULARY IN PRIMARY GRADES,

et
CHARTI. . Clas< 1-A, in school five manths. PHONETIC WORDS.
9 0 -
a a
6 g
winkl..| blow,
bnt. .| nat,
. bit....| bite. -
. 0
OxX....
.| ne ...} min. .
0 | cat.
] -0
........ [
0 0
0 0
0 | sing.
0 0
fall.. .| feed.
..... hote...| hote,
dog. . .| pie.
= sledil el 0 | sling,
0 1]
0 | mage.
] ']
Shug .. 0
slopy..| slopy.
..... 0 | smg.
]  Oflake...f.......... 0 0
..r 0 0 l CarTy. -

Influcnce of ‘phonetic training shown in thig test—Chart T is the \

record of the children of a.1-A class in beginning reading who have
been in school five months, as tested by the Haggarty Scale for Read- .
ing Vocabulary. It throwsan mtcrestmg light on the influence which
phonetic training has on the ability of children to pronounce words. -
.The-pupils are numbered on the upper line and on the next two lines .
below a iccord of their sex and age is given. The list of test words

— 18 glwn at the left of the chart in a vertical line and each child’s re- =~

.. action is recorded in the spaces at the right of the word lists.

An individual® pupll‘s record is read dewn the column and cach
child’s attemipt on a certain word is found by reading across the chart
from left to right. Of the 250 trials on this Jist of phonetic words
in this class of pupils 190 were missed, nnd of these 144 were at-
tempted. Nearly all these attempts show ‘a- decided’ phonetic in-
ﬂuence. They show, also, for this cf¥ss, at least, a state of mmd that
is % confusion worse econfounded.”. The word “ dig,” for mstance, has
1" correct pronunciation out' of 10 trials. and 9 attempts, in tlis
order=—big, big,"big, pig, dite, dog, dige, dog, pig. The consonant

i j,f difficulty here is smkmgly apparent.: Five substitutions for the letter
SRy A o

g oceur; g\e‘ letter&{; threg times;’s che""letter 2. twicel. T!ie Vowel ., ™
Jiﬁiculty occura ‘four tunesj 'lﬁng”i conﬁzsed wzth ghort aﬂr.wwe, and s

.
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L
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e

» 1. Jcs has already-been minde, and may well be repeated here.

with short o twice. One little ‘g;'l, 6 years old, whose record is re-
¢orded as No. 5, attempted every word in the list of 25 with 1 cor-
rect pronunciation and 24 incorrect. Her difficulty is evidently with
vowels, for she gives the initial consonant sound correctly 13 times
out of 24 and the vowel sound only 4 times nccurabcly.' Her other

attempts are far afield and they show no phonetic influence.

The HacaaBTY TEST FoR READING \"0('.\!!1”‘\](\' IN PRIMARY GRaADES.

CHARTIL : Class 3-A, in school two years. PHONETIC WORDS. |
. 1
5 F ;
Pupils.. ooivvveiii el . 1 2| 3 4 5| 6 71 8 94 10
BeX . e e Q B|B G BB B|G|D B A
L 50050 boTE P . B o e o & 9 81 9 9 9] 3 8| 748 10
Line 50.

would... ool world.|.

] eod)eell) world.

-

Chart IT shows the results of tests in a 3-B class who had b#en in
school two yems. The seme words wero given to the same number
of children and under the same conditions as before. Of the 36
words missed in 250 trials, 32 were attempted. Many of the attempts
indicate that phonctic analysis had not been utilized, but that the
flush-card method had been adopted. Many show the influénce of
phonetic drills, however; the word sang ™ occurs three times 2§ a
substitute for snag, ring twice for rang, stid for sled, angd Ait, hoot,
hote, and Aut for kot. Nearly all these substitutions show 2 vowe)
difficulty which should not trouble children entering the third grade,
A suggestion for a more suggestive_and incisive treatment oj.phgnet- S

Valus of reading vocabulary testg~These chacts.in the hands of
the teachers of these children should Pigeg to b most illuminsting

-
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and suggestive.  Here is an opportunity for the teacher to put hu
sand on the weak spot in reading vocabulary for every member of'
her class.  Oune child needs drlll% on the vowel =ouunds, another on f
the consonants. When a child has formed the habit of guessing at
words, like number 5, in Chart I, and is unconscious of making
21 crrors in 25 attempts. a special analysis of words into sounds and
symbols is needed to create a consciousness of sound values in the
child’s mind.

Rates of progress and the evidence of new difficulties will lo
revealed if tests of this kind are given frequently. Comparizons of
proficiency of pupils in other school buildings of the same grade will
prove of value to the feacher when measured by this seale, «

The weckly time allotient for reading for the fiest grade in Elyria
is 207.5 minutes, while thie average for 20 other cities is 338 minutes.
Elyria devotes onc-third less time t§ reading than is usually given,
which may in part account for the per cent of failure in this subject,
In the second grade-ihe time allotment is pmctlml]v the same and
still much lower than for corresponding grades in ‘other cities. In
the third grade, where the Elyria-curve of failure wrending drops to
5 per cent, the time allotment. is about normal. It is suggested that
the time allotment far reading in the™ first grade be lengthened and
that an etfort be made by other means as \wll to lessen the number of
failures. In the section of this survey devoted to arithmetic it is
shown that number work is receiving a disproportionate amount of

time in the first grade. Some of the time given to anllumtlc might -
well be applied to reading. .
Timc allotment in reading in KElyria and in 20 other cilies. S
. . .

l Minutes per week. | FeF “ﬂ"’ of grade

t.rades.

P . | .
< B® ' Fiytia, | 20-ttics.| Kiyela. 20 eitics.

.. 27.5 388
: 215.0 355
195.5 275

Development lessons in the study recitation in reading.—Tho read. = -
ing material in Elyria isdrawn Jargely from the best sources, nainely, i
Yolklore, myth, and _fable. The reading lessons in all classes wre '
reproductions of the finest literature that the world has produced.
Theso lessons should be treated as more than ihere oral reading exer-
cises, perfunctory _and formal in which one child reads one para-
grnph another following with the next, and so on. - Some of the
time s be tuken for the developmeht' appreciation, The
. socialized recitation is the typu-of exercise for these lessons. The
&; f'ollo\vmg Dh&hj\glﬁ suantM 2548 suggestlon'

~ : i . - g
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OUTLINE FOR THE STUDY RECITATION IN Reaping,

[ 1. Assignment of theesson: Arouse interest by—
¢ = 1. Questions.

2. Informal cohversations.

3. Reading the text by pupils'and teacher togetber,
1€ ©IL Reading the lesson, ornl\Iy and silently,

. Section the story.'

. Make an outline,

. Ré'toll fmpottant parts,

. Visualize,

. Dramatize,

. Read silently for apprecintion.

. Read orally for expression, flucncy, ete.
Memorize cholce phrases and sentences.

Divided periads in reading.—In some cities the 'neeg training
for appreciation is realized, and the time scheduls has been changed
so that 30 minutes are devoted to each lesson in reading. Fifteen
minutes of this time is taken for a talk about the story, and the other
15 for training in proficiency. , :

Olservation in second grade 4n reading for appreciation—One of -
the second-grade reading lessons observed dealt with the story of

S The Three Billy Goats Graff.” from the Free and Treadwoll Primer.
The aim of this lesson was ¢0 read for appreciation. The children

! " stood grouped about the teacher in an informal way, and the social

spirit” strongly dominated the entire exercise. THe children had
already read part of the story, and a review of this was being given
by the pupils in reply to the'slaillful questions of the teacher.
Trrcner. What story did_ymx have yesterdny?
R I'viai. The Billy goats. g
Traener. How many gonts were there?
Prreii. There were three.
TeacHER. Whitt were their numes?
P Little Billy Goat Gruff, ete. *
TEACHER. Who lived under the bridge?
', A troll. .
TrsCcHER. What wis on the other «lde?

P ND O W

Peei. A hill, : .
TeACHER. What wns on the hil} v .
Purrin. Pretty grass. - 0 .

f TeacHER. What did the goats want to do?

i Prrin. Get fat. . g :

a . TEACHER. Whnt did the troll want? i i
! Pupl. He wanted to eat the goats up. That's what trolls ke to do.
l _ Teacure. -DIA he eat Llttle Billy Goat $ruff? Let's read and find out;

.

(Children read.from page 83.) 2
- TeAcier Did the toll say-that? - Did the jilly goat sy it? ~ Which: Bilig %

-, gont sald'it? nd word? L1 BupDose you_ would ot sy it ¥

e ;

o
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“sized throughout the entire recitation, only one reference being made

“the B lyriarschools. The stud\ recitation outline is recommended as
- a guide to teachers who desire to improve their method of teaching :

“words from the blackboard. No time was given to-free nnd spon- .

136 EDUCATIONAL sua»ny OF ELYRIA OHIO. !

The te‘nc})er s questions brought out the vifal points of this fine old
tale and helped the children to appveciate much of its charm. The
cral reading was excellent. Reading for appreciation was emphat ;

to the mechanical side of the reading. g
Recitations of this kind should be more common than they ave in q-

reading after the manner of this recitation.
~ . o
1. Failures: There should be a quickened conscience among the
teaching force in regard to failu™®, and greater use should be

made of the half-hour period at noon (l(\\l(med for special help .
. to backward children. } .
II Phounics: =

1. -Longer periods should be al]ottod to the tenchmg of pl%nws
2. A few weeks of oral training in sounds should be given
‘before the symbols are presented,
*8. The work should be thoroughly systematized :md#come a
a regular part of the daily program.
4. There should be @ closer zlppllcdtloll of pbomcs t,o all
language subjeets.
11I. Reading for appreciation:
' 1. The time nllotment for readihg in the ﬁrqt grade should l)e' ’
¢ incréased. R -
2. A period should be set apart each day for uummg mn xeadmg .
.. for appreciation,

N )
&, © LA N’l? AGE. . o
3 »

Ja
Oral language.—~The luck o%ppnrtunity for oral expwegsion wuas -

o . '

‘the most noticeable defect in thg school program. The indivigual -~
Pupils ohserved in the-first three grades spoke less than 100 words
during a session of £60 minutes. 'Ih;s Oppmtumty came only in the
- Tecitation period aud consisted .of counting numbers and réading -

tnneoub expréssion; no questions were asked by the pupll and no
o]nmon was offered by him on nny sub]ect :
“Ihig table shows that little prov ision. has been made in Fﬁyrm for
language training in primary mades. The d’mly program gives 10
minutes a day to oraldanguage in the first grade, and this is usually
listed as “s#nse training or games,” « dramatizing,” 4 { games and folk
danoes. In the sqcond gradc g little~over 8 minutes s, devoted to
oral Ianguage. * In the third grade 20 rhinutes three times a wéek.is
.set apart: for “nature study,” “oral l(mguage "% poem,” ds. wished,
which mdxcntee “that' the’ chnldren are-not reee:vmg any deﬁmte 8yS
temahc mmmg ‘i thi ot i
St &
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!' : daily programs lists one period of 15 minutes on Tlle§day for

- “language games,” “talk of grammatical errors,” “ describe a pic-
! ture,” or “reproduce a story.” The fourth grade lis\ts a 25-minute
4. period on Monday andWednesday for « language,” but this con-
_sists of written work only. . '

i . Time allotment in language in Rlyriq 9@ fn 20 6ther citics: )

- i e
Minutes per week. Pmpor::t:;;fgmde

-Grades.

L Twenty | Twenty
Elyria. cities. | Elvria. clties.

' Per cent.
3.0 133 88 >
3.0 144 9.6
1.3 .

62.5 170

=

In comparing Elyria with 20 other cities; wo find that near]} threg. ~
times as much attention is paid to oral lapguage in other cities as in
Elyria. We find, also, from observation and reference to daily

“programs that the work in Elyria s not language work, but that
. the time allotted to this period is distributed over a large number of
stibjects already numerated in this report. ’ -

Importance of oral language training.—Too much can not be said
in favor of oral language training in primary grades. Al authori-
tics agree that the eas is the impertant organ to be considered in .
teaching little ehildren to speak, to read, dnd to write. “Address the -
ear principally,” Gouin exhorts the teacher of language, “afterwhrds
take as awxiliaries.the eye and hand i reading and writing.” Iluey
agrées, “The ear, and not the eye, is the arbiter of speech ; the
mouth, riot the pen, its greatest instrument,”  * ‘

It is hardly possible that the children in the Elyria schools are
receiving more than a minimum amount ‘of language training with

; “such limited time allotment and such:indefinite assignment of subject
matter. *© - . R S g "
Suggestive material for oral language lessons.—So far as observed
in these grades there was no correlation of the work of the school
with the interésts and experiefiees of the, children out of schook.s The
number work, the language lessons, the games, and plays were all
"' too far removed from the immediate interests of the child,

Table of out-of-school activities.—A’ table of out-of-school activi-
ties is included in this report as suggestive material for oral lan.
guage lessons; for namber lessons; and-for the other activities of the,

 sclioolroom to be correlated with the ‘regular .subjects’ of study, ~
" i These data were guthered_ from children in the first
the Elyria schools; and’ ave_ecorded: under the

¢h
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The table offer- a wide range of subjects from which to select

.~ material for oral language lessons. Interesting topics of study for

nature-study lessons are listed under vaeation activities, One child
reports a garden activity. “I break earth in picces with the hos
when father digs”; which suggesls to the resourceful teacher a
series of interesténg lessons in the preparation of soils for planting,
“T plant potatoes while daddy digs the holes™ introduces the gub-
ject of germination and offers an opportunity for valuable experi-
ments in sprouting pofatues, plwting hulbs, ete.  Another sug-
gestive report, “ 1 pull cirvots,” leads the teacher directly to a series
of lessons on the value of the roots of some plants as a fpod supply,
and the best ways of cooking carrots. beets, parsnips. and simifar
roots. .

The proportion of childrén in each h g ade who are engaged in dif-
ferent home activities is reported. “These: reveal i a concise way
thase occupations and interests most common to the children of
LTlyria.  For instance. all the children in the first arlde wipe the
dishes as a part of their home work, 50 per cent in the second grade,
and 25 per cent in the third gradé. Tt is within the power of the
teachers in these grades to make these homely activities interesting
and to 1ift them above the plane of drudgery they so often occupy.
A practical, usable course of study ‘on home cconomies 'might be
prepared for the elementary grades Trom reports of this lind.

The reading interests shown in this table should be utilized in
various ways as a basis for oral language.  The reports on books
read would be valuable: an exchange of books between pupils and
discussions of the story and clusacters should find ‘some place in

-the course of sty as a phase of the work in library reading. The

games. the vacation sports like swimmimg and fishing, the church
and Sunday.school interests, all make up the child's’ \\orld and

'should find some place in his scheol life.

TBUGCESTIONS CO:\'(:I*}R.\'ING THE TEACITING OF LANGUAGE IN ELYRIA.

1.'The time,allotment should be lengthened ip the primaey grades.

2. A systematic course of study should be mappod out with a (lvﬁ-A

mte (mmnmcnt of subject matter for each semester in each grado
Each teather shonld have the opportunity to study for herself

the best literature for children, and should receive training if this"
most necessary art, that of telling stories to little children,

ARITHMETIC.

The number of failures in arithmetic in Elyria is u'nnsually large
in the lower grades. In the first gmde,.17 5 per cent of the children
faxled at the mid-year" promotton in, I'ebruary, 1917 65 per cent
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fourth grades. Cleveland’s rate of failure for June, 1914, was 2 |
per cent In the first erade, and 4 per cent in the second grade, but

26 =
r o Y \
3 \ /1N
@ 170
/‘ @\
20 - \ .
. // \\,
> ] ;‘ / \
[ i .
15 /
- /

-1

Grades-1 2 S 4 6 6 7 8
Di1AGRAM 2.—Per. cent of failures in.arithmetic In Rigria at wmidyear promotiong, Jany-
. ary, 1917, cguibarod “with Cléveland for Juog 1014, , Elyrla, solid line; 'Cl‘eveliuq,

broken llne, L [ o ot B
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Botlrin Elyria and Cleveland the difficulty in the third and fourth
gl ades is due, no doubt, to the introduction of the pnnmpk of

* carrying, which perplexes children more than it should. It is difli-

A

cult-to fix responsibility for failure in any subject, but probably the
lack of a pedagogical development of subject matter is one of the
_ chief factors.

Failures in the first grade.—The difficulty in first-grade mltlnnctu
in Llyria, as shown by the curve in diagram 2, is undoubtedly due'to
the lack of adaptation of subject matter. Number work in the firsl
rrade should be Iu"dy a matter of counting and measuring, De- ™
mands for measuring are found in the manual arts, m nature study.
in the home and school activitics, and in the child’s own personal
interests. The pupils in Elyria are weighed each month usder the
direction of the school nurse, and this might well be used as illustra-
tive material in number lessons. The pupil’s hewht his age and
birthduy dates, :ill atlord excellent matter for applled number work.
During the survey in Elyria schools a request came to the teachers
for the children to report on the size of the back yards adjoining
their homes. Here was a demand for the measuring and computing

“of ‘arens, which would have been of vital 1mpoxtume in the making
of home and school-gardens. No use was-made, however, so far as
¢ould be determined of thiz opportunity.

Logical development bf number emphasized.—Judging from the
observation of many classes in arithmetic, from an examination of -

daily programs, and from conferences with teachers;thetogient-develt————

opment of the subject of arithmetic is the only one considered in the
prigary grades. In the first semester the children count to 00 by
ones and tens. They read and write these numbers and add and
subtract in simple combinations. A marked rigidity characterizes
this work in all the primary-grades, both in the recitation pertiods
and in the outlines prepared by the teachers from the formal comrse
of study. The entire class in arithmetic moves through this required
work with lock-step precision; the bright children are restrained.
and those who are bacltward join the ranks of the ¢ repeat,ers ? at, the
end of the semester.

. Time allotment in arithmetic—With twice as much tnne spent on
arithmetic in the first grade as in_20 other cities the ratio of failure
in Elyria is abnormally high. In the second grade, where the time
given is about equal to that of other cities, the-failure.score corre-

- sponds to that recorded in Cleveland and elsewhere. In the third
- grade the failures increase, and the time allotment is about 8 per cent,

below the average.
1t wéuld seem then that the quahty and not the qu&mhtny of work
dohe in Elyria needs nttention; that much of the time now spent on
X arlthmeﬁc goul&wdllbe gf ven mrwg and lnnguaga umd 6 school i

R ARG 8 ’e)
2 3 o N
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roam activities more in harinony with the child’s development.at this |
period of his school life. ; - :
. -

+

Time allotment in drithmctic in Eltyria and 20 other citics.

] Minutes jer week. | Ratio of graude Hmc.’ ‘
o~ —
e Grades. = {_ i S
pia | TWenty | Twenty
l - Elyria. | clties, I| Ll)’riu.‘} S :
! ‘
- ’ . er cent. | Percent,
72.50 1.3 45 | .
| 148.75 10.8 9.0 .
| 218.00 1.5 14.5
| PR e |

Shilled supereision needed.—Applied nmmber is difficult for an
intrained teacher. ~ She must know how to find a legitimate demand
for number in the several subjects of study and hew 1o connett the .

“ funddmentals in arithmetic with the problems which arise- in those |
subjects. ' \

It is evident that the social gspect ‘of number i almost wholly * .

_ignored in- Elyria, and that the abstract treatment is overemphasized.
lllﬁstr:ntipn with objects was seldom used, and measurement with the
ruler was never made a part of tlie number exereiso. There is need-
of a supervisor in this work who is. especially” trnined in ‘primary
methods to help the teachers formulate a bragmatic course of study
in arithmetic. . ' .

.

e

» a
R s TBUHGENTIONS CONCERNING THE TEACHING OF ARITHMETIC IN ELYRIA.

LA study of other courses of study in cities like Cleveland is
recommended to note the difference in requirement ns g possible cause p
for the wide vagriation in per cent of failure. . :

2. Mdaptation of the subject matter to the ditferent grades in the
primary school is recommended, and greater emphasis should be
placed upon the social bearing which number should have for the
children. The child’s need of number and his use of number should$
"be the basis of his work and not the logical development of tha

“subjeet wholly from the scientifi¢ ktandpoint. .

.. 3. Less time should be devoted“to the study of arithmetic in the -
. . first and second grades, and greater stress should be placed upon tire
“eultural subjects-of reading and language.. - : . .
- 1. A skilled supervisor is needed to assist the teachers i this work.
=2 o _r . N X
X . SR PENMANSIIP,

. . a Y o " A . ’ S ) ) )
Mcthod of teaching penm_amkip.i-f'i’he,exer.cises, in_penmanship, -

» consisted of drills.on movement, sliding thé hand back and-forth over

. the shite as:the. arm. rested on, the Jargo. miscls, in the fors

Rhythm wes emplasized by’ the.tise. of s small: phoriogry
ol
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was a source of great interest to the children and put considerable
enthusiasm into what would have been otherwise a dull lesson.
Ovals and circles, upward and downward strokes were praeticed and
occasionally a single letter was given as a copy.  Fhe stress tlien was
put on the form of the letter, and the movement was of the fingers
only. i ' ‘ Ol
Material inadeguate—Slates were used because of the@fliculiy in
obtuiting paper el pencils. It shonld be pointed out thit <lates \:
and slate pencils are a poor medium for writing lessons.  The fric- B’
tion of the peneil and the obstruction of the frame are hindrances (o
ease, grace, and speed.
lhc tops of the desks in the primary gmd('s are too smadl to allow
the arm to rest on themy the children hold theivarms in the aiv and
ased thé finger and hand movenment.  When the copybooks were nsed
the writing beeane @ painstaking copy-of a letter rather thm a free
exercise in movement.

v

SI'FLLING,

Subjeet matter in spelling.—The spelling lists vsed i the primary
grades were taken largely from the reading lessons. The time al
‘ment amounted to about 20 minutes per day in the second and third

grades. The assignment for scat work in spelling was usually
n; ululu ite; sometimes only two words were given for a see ond -grade
lesson to fill o period of 15 minntes.

Method of teaching spelling—The words were written on the
blackboard and were spelled orally by the class in concert. They
were then copied on puper, and finally written in exereise books from
dictation.  The exercise was 1 training of thé eye to vecognize the

sdifferent symbols in a word without considering the part which the

ear' plays in the tunctioning and the angdysis of words.
No application of phonies to the spelling was observed.  Sight
words and phonetic. words all received the same treatment, '\nd were
allitaught in the same way.
Suqqgestions for lhe s r///nt/ lesson.—The oral excrcise §n the
spelling recitations shotild be lengthened in ordpr to train the chil-
dren’s power to form auditory images. There is no greater wil to
correct spelling than the power to hear the ditferent sound clenients
in a word and to represent-those sounds with the appropriate symbols, |
¢ : ) \ o
i . GAMES,

ORRERVATION OF S8ENSE GAMES,

I'zrst gam\m “The aim of this game was to-give a drill on the recog
nitiog of the three primary and secondary colors. :

The. methoed oopsxsts of calling six children fq the fluor, :egqh.]m]dl*
Jng a colored bal;t 1 hxs hand, The)t stnnd unl(me, arrmnged aépmdmg \

O
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. - ¢
to the order of color in the spectrum. First the-class are asked to
nume the colors; then the balls are changed ubout and the class are N

{ asked “to rearrange them in their proper order. FinalJy, the balls / {
i arc hidden and the class are asked to locate the colors. T £
4 - Neeond game—The aim of this game was to test the child’s mem: - |
S '; \ ory of the location: of different members of the class when they are in ]
their respective seats.
\: One member of the class was blindfolded while four otheﬁgéft

their seats and hid in various parts of the room. Then the blind®
was removed from the child’s cyes and he was asked to name the .
absent. pupils, to locate their seats, and to describe their appearance.
Ihird game~-This game was designed to test a child’s”sense of
hearing. A blindfolded child was seated with his back to the class
i ant two erasers were placed on the loor behind him. The child: was -
a " watchdog” and the erasers were “bags of gold.” The game con-
sisted of individual pupils in the class * stealing ” the bags of gold -
without the watclidog's knowledge.  Tf he heard, lie.called out, “ Who
isit! Isit John?” and John apswered, “ Yes; it is John.". When
the watehdog fuiled to Lear, the children all clapped their hands.

The ealue of games—TFor an oceasional excrcige for sense training
these games were excellent, but they lacked spontaneity and afforded
noropportunity for the pupills initiative. There should be greater
freedom in any game than was allowed in these. . A series of games
that cultivate resourcefulnessand give an opportunity for physical
exerelse are recommended as a part of the duily. progrum in every
« L, room A '

-

RECESSES AND DISMISSALS® ¢

Waste of time—The children have a 20-minite period for recess
in the primary grades in Llyria, both in the morning and in the
afternoon. They pass to the eloakroom and, get their wraps, then
back to their seats to put them on, and when all are ready they pass

< Out. first to a basement toilet; where the janitor assists in keeping
. Tl then in line to the school yard. . ® .

During the snowy weather they stood about with their hgnds in
their pockets, shuflling their feet in-the snow or swinging on. an
iron bar which formed the fence in the school yard.

Putting on wraps~—The recess period was appreciably shortened
by wagte of time in gotting wraps and putting them on, and in wait-
ing for all the schod] to pass out together. It may not be possible to

_make this an individual matter, allowing each child to leave the room
when he is ready, but it would greatly lengthen this period for most
children, if this could be dome, - . e

S BIBMIBI 10 L el @ T
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Some form of en'ertamment ‘needed.—Some entertainment’ should
. ‘be provided for this period, both within and without the schoolroom.
Large yards and open spaces surround_most of these schools and

afford excellent opportunity for games and exercises. In sonie yards -
* An embankment had been thrown up, and the inclosed ' space floogded
so that the children might skate during the-cold weather. Some .

school yards were fitted up with a few pieces of apparatus for
physical exercises, and some yards were arranged for games and
sports, but wlhere no one was cspecially designated to lead in these ‘
exercises the children made little use of them.

_ An assignment” for this work meeded —It is suggested that one -

. téacher each week be appointed to provide some form of recreation

. for the recess period in each building.  Valuable suggestions for the  «
recess recreation period may be found in the fable of out-cf-school
activitics, included in this report, especially those designated by the
children themselves under the head of home ‘ganes, for the first four,
grados . . 2

NEED OF KINDERGARTENS.

Yalue of kindergartens.—Another cause of failure in the first
sygrade in Elyria is undoubtedly the lack of kindergarten training: for
the children before they enter school. ‘

English—The kindergarten prepares children for the work of the
first grade, and .this is especially true of children of foreign-born

. parents who speak a foreign langnage at home. In language train-
ing alone the kindergarten is indispensable.  In Elyria, where so
large a proportion of the population is fortign born, the school
authorities can ill afford to “ml\on the school GVSli‘m ‘at its most
vulnerable point.

School adjustinent.—As.an introdiiction to the school régime, and
-as a training in school habits, it is most important, 'since his term in
the kindergarten saves the child a similar amount of preparation

& for school work in the first grade.

" Social adjustments, the ability to work in harmony ‘with his fol-

"+ lows and his teacher, motor control, the '\blhtv to coordinate his
" motor nctultles with his will and underﬂtandmg, obedience and

discipline, these are only a part of the many lessons he learns under

- the kindly guidance of his scacol mother. Adé to those his acquisi-

tibn of knowledge and its constant, apphcntxon .to Nis social needs

"+ and uses and we have'a sum of indisputable arguments in favor of

2+ -this trainin}. Tn no other school department will he find- this im-

~- portaat correlation. AR
Datd from inpestigations. —To those who still doubt the efficiency
of Kindergarten trmmng we cite a number. of ‘instigations lately 8

r e @ +3

4 SN

S
A4S

R S SR e e ‘wfaw*f‘”f i \\r- RN i:“\""‘smif,;.
e : Wk ; £

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

INSTRUCTION IN PRIMARY GRADES. 147

conducted in various parts of the country. Berry’s statjstics? re-
gurding the effect of kindergarten traming on promotions in Michi-
gan disclose the fact'that the percentage of repeaters in first grade
is 69.5 greater in towns having no kindergartens than in towns which
have them. Mrs: Bradford found from a study of the Kenosha
(Wis.} schools,* in comparing a group of 925 kindergarten-trained
children 'with a group of 738 children without kindergarten training,
that fewer retardations occurred in the first group. Supt. Hervey,
of Pawtucket, R. 1., discovered that 60 per cent of children entering
-ﬁp{t grade without kindergarten training failed as against 35 per
cent of those having that training.

C'onclusions.—It is especially recommended that the kindergarten
school system be reestablished in Elyria. There seems to be an im-
perative need for such training in Elyria on account of its large for-
eign population. Undoubtedly a continuation of these schiools will
do much toward raising the standard of instruction above the plane
of dry formality which it now occupies. Y

'Berry, C. 8. A study of Retardation Acceleration, Elimination. and Repetition in
- “the Public Elementary Schools of 223 townd and citles of Michigan, N
* Bradford, Mary D The Kindergarten and its Relation to Retardation. N, E, A,
1932, pp. 624620, : .
.

I




. ' Chapter VIIL

INSTRUCTION IN INTERMEDIATE AND GRAMMAR
' GRADES.

'

READING, .

The time given to reading in the schools of Elyria ranks approxi- -
. mately midway between that given in Cleveland and that in 50 othey
American cities. : :
: Time given to reading

Uifty I Cleve-
vities. land.

|
| Elyria.

i
|
!
. |
'
|
|
|

Por cent, | Percent. | Per cent.
oo 31 5 43

16 171 2
13 17.0 18

. 12 4.0 15

. 10 b 150 17
10 .4 17| -
17.4 204 26

RUAMNG IN THE UPPER GRADEB,

. “An analysis of the reading material used in the upper grades
. indicates thiit only abeut one-third is of a literary natyge or-of a
nature calculated to lay.a foundation for literary selections, such
as the story of the Iliad. The rest may be classified as history, civics,
geography, hygiene, and nature study. ' _
That some nonlitor[:ry material has a place in the reading class is.
not questioned, but that this material shouldmake up two-thirds of
what is read may well be questioned. It makes of the reading cluss
a 'dumping ground for the overflow from other classes and for mate-
rial that shoul‘d have an independent place in the curriculum. This is - |
unfgir to the other subjects and robs the reading class of itg proper
_spirit. It is therefore recommended that the major part of the inis-

S i The Agures In this and succeeding tables for Cleveland are taken Irom " Bobbitty i’

Jand (Ohio) Edncational Survey entitled '* What the Schiools. Teach snd t 'l‘a':&l?? nl:du::;lﬂ;

Bros e on tortl S D R A e

0. , 1 e : ¢
versity of Chieago Press, 1016) SRR Toarhook 0 e A

b » N . N -\
. Innlquhunuhemnmhmubmuuhmospmttnnmhmdwml&n«m-
- ‘oludod. “Keading, fui ludes phonucs, litera! and A 3
e e ribermore, 1ng phomuca, literature, memoriung po ,-:,-df,umgmr :
Whogom o = c. . 5 s =iy { A
R e e T T
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cellaneous material be transferred to those subjects in which it is

germane.

Nature study is not now scheduled ss a separate subject in the

:‘% Elyria schools, but it should be. This subject should not lose contact

1 with the concrete, it is true, but in giving an appreciate understanding

k 1-‘ of,the plant and animal world, books like “ Plant and Animal Chil-
¥

dren,” * Ways of Woodfolk,” and “ The Bir World,” which are now
-classed as supplementary reading, form an i dispensable aid. These .
books are written by people who love their subject, and are therefore
well adapted to inspire a similar love in the pupils. They fall.into-
the class of natural history rather than science, and are indicative of
the spirit that should pervade the science work in the elementary
school and even the junior high school. Here the method of scientific
I‘ dissection and analysis is not yet in place. _ '
If the major part of the reading material that falls in the fields
s of history, civics, geography, hygiéne, and nature study were assigned °
to these sitbjects, it is tlear that the time for reading could be mate-
rially reduced and still more splections of a literary nature than now O
could be read.  This reduction in ttme would also help to make room
for suchsubjects as nature study and civics. ‘ A
Some of the texts now read in the upper grad€ are clearly too diffi-
cult for the grades to which they are assigned. Examples are Haw-
thorne’s “The Story of Achilles,” assigned to 6R, and Mowry’s
“First Steps in.the History of England,” assigned to 7B. Such
texts should either be assigned to higher grades or be displaced.
The basic reading matepial, or some of it, may very properly offer
a fair amount of difficulty; but most, if not all, of tho supplementary
muterial should be chosen for rapid reading. Tt is this type of read-
ing that brings the pupil into the spirit-of the selection, that gives him
the swing of it@nd is therefore most likely to develop a love for -~
the art. !

The 17 classes in reading that were observed in the upper grades
were taught with widely varying degrees of merit. ‘Approximately
cne-fourth of the teachers get satisfactory classroom results. They

direct attention to the heart-of the selections, devlop the setting, and
. " then follow the- story or theme in a vital mann'g'. "Their pupils ire
P interested and read with good expression. Yet even these teachers
: restrict. their work too much to the traditional stidy-and-recitation
- . type Little reading for the joy of it, reading that is relatively tree
» and spontaneous, appears to be done in connection with the schools. 7
In the hands of approximately one-third of the teachers in the upper~ ;
~ grades the classroom results in' reading are not sgtisfactory, Thess
teachers usually -have their pupils'stand at their seats and read mes"" ¥

o 7 ae

chanically t6 the teacher; they.appear to feel littlo or mo interest'in the”
., , Selections themaelves xnd:they. fuil to causs theit tupilili feelanys
(__v:.;v:_) S X ’).ﬁ 5 o «\(?? : 4 i
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they spend little or notime in bringing out the thought or settmg, und
most of the criticisms they offer pertain to the pronunciation of words §
and the observation of punctuation marks. . A few of these teachers
let their pupils stumble along one after another with practically no
snggestions whatever, and they assign the advance lessons' by pages
without even directing attention to the difficult words that will be met.

Perfunctéty results such as these -can be remedied only by the
vitalization of the teacher’s own attitude. - The teacher must realize
what the significance of the selection read is; he must ‘develop ‘the

_historical, geographical, or- other sctting that brings out this sig-
nificance for the class; he must in the longer selections develop an,
introductory outline of the theme or story: he must direct the study
and discussion along the one central tllome, leaving-all elst‘ to give
support; and he must not hesitate, upon oceasion, to road choice. or
difficult portions to the class hunself.

In every class observed every member had studied the same seloc-
tion. This must, of course. be the case when basic classics are studied,
but with much of the reading material suited to elementary school
pupils it is difficult to maintain interest under this condition; Motive
on the part of the reader and variety and interest-for the class may
be brought in by letting each pupil occasionally prepare-a different
selection for oral reading. Such selections may be taken from news-
papers, 1mgaznnes, library-books, and supplementary readers. If a

* selection is too long for the time allotment of one pupil, let two or
more parcgl it out among themselves,

Little, if.any, attention is given to the development of facility in
silent reading. This is the type of reading most used in life, and
it should therefore raceive attention in school. The slow but neces-
sary motor habits of pronunciation involved in oral reading are not
needed in silent reading, yet, if all the emphnsis is placed on oral

" reading, these habits are likaly to become so iridelibly associated with
the reading process that they will in a measure- impede silent read-
ing. What is needed is a parallel set of ‘habits for silent reading.
The development of theso habitg should receive attention al] tlnough
'thb efcmentnry school.

In the upper grades about two-fifths of the rcadmg time muv well

“be given over to relatively free silent readmg Let the -children
'bnng or choose the books théy are interested in and let them read,

. reading, interspersed with periods for discnssion and iith mope
. formal work that readmg becomes. easy and that a.taste for At 1s
'.f ' developod ' |

53* m:is: prowded vﬁlth chmrs and a‘long’ table’ plénbeou

supplled

i

hool, where only the first four: ginde afe repmsentea 1& A vacant”

Lt e ‘)\ \4,.-_ - ,a’*.,*vqﬁéf
i__,.. »-'y' .,Q- % [ ed )

X : i s =

_ primarily for their own satisfaction. It is through suchfree snleut o

. Somethmg hke thig has nlre;xdv been at.t,exnm;ed in qne Gnrﬁold._.

e
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; ~* with books and children’s papers. T this-robm the children repair
" with evident enjeyment at recess and-at ngon whenever-the weather -
~~doss not permit outdoor play. This is egsentially a school library
or‘f'ehdiﬁg room, and it would be even more in place. for the grades
. above the fourth. A suggestive list of books for such a library, as.
. well as for supplementary reading, mnay-be found in . The Sixteenth
' Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education,”
pages 33-59.1 L " . .
X RECOMMEND.’\TIONS.

1. More of the =pjrit of delight should be introduced into the read-
ing classes. o : L
: 2. Practice in rapid silent reading should be given and more oppor-"
i tunity for relatively free silent reading should be provided.
: 3. Much of the material now assigned to reading should be trans-

ferred to other subjects. o, Co-

1. Selections toq difficult for their grades should be reassigned
or.displaced. . R
Time given to language,

. Gradcs. - Elyria, | Flfty | Clove-
© N Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent.

00000000000 00000004 ‘Sooooao 7.5 LY 10.9

2. 8.0 - 87 10.8

-~ 3. 83 10.3 9.0 -

4.. 10.0 10.9 1.8

§.. 121 12.0 13.8

6., 17.0 122 | 13.8

N 15.8 13.7 .14.3

R 2.8 .t 14.3

12.2 L4 12.3

upper grades are as follay's:. _ - A
. Grade 6 B.—Parts of speech, forms of nouns, qualifying words,
s degrees of comparison. Written and oral exarcises suggested in the
reader. y ‘ o
- Grades 6,4 and-6 B.—« Speaking and Writing No. III” is used
as a text, and emphasis is given to argumentation, description, rela-

... The provisions of the course of study in ]nxigllag/e for the four

* tiom of stories, topics about Lincoln, and debates.
. Grades 6 A-8 A, inclusive—* The Mother Tongue, No. IL,” is par-
. celed out by pages and topics to the five divisions, and formal gram-
mar is systematically studied. Oral and written“exercises are talled
«  for. Although not mentioned in the course of study, at least.one
written composition a month is desired, . Y
Sixteen- lessons .in language 'gn.d'_,gm.m'm_gg were- observed in the '«

four upper grades. . Seven of these were grades 5 B B, and ning;-

o
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£

. 1n gmdes 6 A to8 A. All of the latter were on formal grammar,
end the others were based on “Speaking and Writing,” the preé-
scribed text. In no case was language or composition directly corre-
lated with the other work of the school. In fact, language study in -
the upper grades of Elyria is made a thmg apart. °

Viewed as a formal study, grammar is on the whole well taught.
The pupils participate in the recitations, they ferret out the minute
gubdivisions of the various parts of speech, and they analyze and

- diagram highly complicated sentences. But the wisdom of dev oting .
two and one-half years, the language time in divisions 6 A~to § 8 A, , {
to- formal grammar, and some of the time in the fifth grade to.
grammar more informally studied, may be seriously questioned.

_~ The best thought of the present inclines to the idea that language

_.study, as such, need be given but little separate time—not more than
one or two pcrlods a week—and that language and composition re-
celve emplmsns as part and parcel of all the other work of the school.
Oral expregsion is of necessity involved in all the situations”.of the
school; and many of the topics studied in geography, history, civics.
current topics, nature study, and literature should be written up in
the interest of mere pedagogical completenggs. The more sponta-
neous forms of composition, such as stories and letters, should grow |
out of reading, literature, and preparation for Th: anksgiving, Chuist-
mas, and other special days. This provides an abundunce of langungn
topics, places the attention on the content, where it be]on,gs, and ' e
gives language the interconnections and continual emphasis that it
inherently req@tres. - Z

Enasy and correct language control is acquired through frequent
and correct language use, and then only on the condition of having . ‘
something to say. Habit and not knowledge is the immediate guide ‘
rail of right construction, especially with children. Grummutlcal
and rhetorical knowledge function if expression only indirectly aul
reflectively, and then with children almost solely through adult
assistance. It is seldom that even an cighth-grade child will correct *

- what he has written on the basis of his graminatical knowledge. This

. is the achievement of the extensively trained adult and is still excep- :

- tional with high-school and college students. o

* This relation of langunge and .grammar indicates the place. that -
gramiatical and rhetorical study should have in the elementary
‘school. This study should be treated as the reflective support of cor- -
rect, expression and should be brought in only when it is clearly

~ needed and when the pupils themselves may.be led to feel this nced.

- Tt is needed in developing control over such topics as capltallzatlon,
‘punctuation, number, agreement, inflection, sentence structure, para-
gmphmg, and the correction of Qubitual errors. The ratnonahzatlon

e nf theae ' topics:is for nost; pupxls helpful qu samfymg, but: the facts

T e S 5
Vo ,,?‘Q “"Qr: o y,, ;,_‘*n et )«74"" 3 “34“ £ 2 i"% :3,4);%
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) and principles needed must be brought in again and again, for not
until the correct forms become habittal has the desired end been
achieved. ) )

Giving grammar a separate place.on the daily program before the
. cighth grade can do little, if any, good, consumes valuable time, and
c is likely to develop a dislike for the subject. By the time the eighth
" grade is reached a sufficient number of language facts and princi-
ples may have been gained to make a systematization through the
specific study of grammar significant. But even here the study
should face in the direction of use ruather than theoretic knowledge,
and should serve as an interpretation of expression. It should be -
correlated not only with the written work done by the pupils, but also
with reading, history, and the like. s °
The conclusion that formal grammar has little or no effect upon
the clearness and correctness”of writing is borne out by the com-
position work of the children in Elyria. Compositions were col-
lected from 17 classes, 9 of which were in the seventh and eighth
grades. Composition scales are as y&t not sufficiently specific to
make possible a comparable ranking of these compositions i neither
are standards available for thc'seventh and eighth grades with
which these rankingg might be compared. A study of the compo-
sitions, however, reveals all the faults, both_in variety and fre-
quency, that are usually found in children’s writing. Sentence
' structure is often poor; clauses are strung together without proper
connections; verbs are sometimes omitted; quotation marks and ths
sign of the possessive are frequently omitted ; the rules of capitaliza-
tion are occasionally ignored; and the principles of punctuation are
not applied. Occasionally a whole composition is written as one™
paragraph, and even as one sentences Dowe is used for did, seen for
saw, a plural subject is followed by a singular verb, and the tense of
verbs is varied within the same sentence or the same paragraph.
Different is followed by than about as often as by from, and such
words -as person, pupil, teacher, oneé, and: everybody are almost -
invariably followed by a plural, instead of the masculine pronoun,
Pupils and many of the teachers alike seem to be ignorant of the
. fact that in English the masculine serves as' the common gender
pronoun. Such expressions as “A person should do their best ?; “ 1t
. you sce some one doing something unkind, what is the best way to
. .. persuade them to be kind - and “ Let some one read it who thinks
" they can doit well.” are the-rule rather than the exception. - _ -

. Whether or not the percentige of grammatical and rhetorical -

errors made by the Elyria children is greater or less than that made-

by children elsewhere it is impossible to say, but that many’serors

" - persist in‘sf)iteiof’th"g-'ex'tehsivéim'd.-iribe sive  of formal: gramss:

\ ] _ .

TALE Ryl
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errors is not by the study of formal grammar, as such, but by never
ceasing (o correct the mistakes that are made. In making these
corrections the overt study and application of language facts and
principles may often be of assistance, but it is habit rather than
Lnowledge that serves as the main gnide of expression. :

In the 5A and 6B divisions lessons were ob=erved on such topics
as Daniel Webster and the woodchnek, Mercury and the woodsman,
The cruelty of a_knight to his faithful horse, The schoolmaster
persiading the farmers not to kill the birds. A frod pleading with
Jboys not to throw 'stones into the pond; and a fabte from Aesop.
The pupils discussed these topics, read them from the text, acied

them out with and without the aid of the text, and wrote c@anposi-.

tions upon them. The reading was good as reading, but the acting
was usually so simple and artificial that it was embarrassing to the
pupils, who, it should be remembered, were in the fifth and sixth
grades. The compositions observed were of an argumentative nature.
They aimed to persuade a_person not to be eruel to a faithful horse,
farmers not to shoot the birds, and-boys not to kill the frogs. Most
of the pupils were inferested-in writing these®, ;ompobmons and for
fifth and sixth grade children they did well: with them. But why
not dispense with the text, at least in the hands of the pupils, and
let the composition grow out of topies of real coneern, such as indis-
criminate SQO“’IH]“I]L' keeping the snow and'ice off the sidewalks,
and keeping backyards in ovder? Inthe S])rmg such topics as killing
frogs, robbing birds’ nests, walking across lawns, and picking othv
people’s flowers might well be taken up for discussion and com-
position.

When the language work is correlated with the other work of the
school and with the interests of the community, State, and Natién,
no special language text is needed in the hands of the pupils. Such
texts always tend to make.the work unreal -and formal, to make
language a thing apart, arid jo consume a dlspm])()l'tlml.lt(“m’l’fmmt
of time. They also tend to take the zest out of the work for the
eighth gragde, whete a text is needed if forthal grammar is taken np.
The teacher, of course, should have a variety of texts for suggestive
purposes. '

SPELLING. -

.

The following table gives the percentage of spelling time in Elyria,
Cleveland, and 50 other. cities.  While Elyria sets no specjfic time
upalt for gpelling in the first grade, the average for the cight g .ulcs.
is still above that of Cleveland and the 50 cities.
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Time g;’vcn to spclling. )

Grades. Elyria. | Q0 | G
|I’rr cent, | Percent. | Pereent. | .
1 8.5 6.3
2. 7.2 7.3
3. 9.0 80
flo b 7.1 8.9
5. o Ay 5.7 6.3
6. i 1 5.4 59
g. | g 5.4 5.3
. ! 8 N b 5.4 e
A\'cr;:gc.....’............I 77 l 6.5 6.4 .
- Z »

", Spelling was tested in all the grades above the first with the lists

of words used in the Cleveland survey.! These lists contain 20 words

cach and have been selected from the Ayres spelling scale, This

scale is‘ade up of the 1,000 words. most frequently usedin cor-
respondence, newspapers, and bBooks. The words are arranged by
groups in.their order of difficulty as determined by extensive tests
in 84 different cities. b ' :
On the words used in Elyria® the children in these 84 cities made "
average scores of 73 per cent correct. ‘These scores were the same
for each grade and applied to thoss childrén that had completed
one-half of the workpf{éxg grades. As the tests in Elyria were
given within 10 days of the beginning of the second semester’s work,
these scores are directly comparable with those nrade by the A classes
in Llyriag These classes begin the work of their grades in Sep-
tember. ml(l had therefore completed one-half of it. The average

scores for the A classes are given in the following table:

Spelling scorcs.

Arranged for the A classos.

N Grades,
8chools. | £ i -
’ 2 3 a 5 I [} 7 13
Franklin. ..ooccecieenenecnnnecliennnnn .t 47 2] 63 74 82 73
Garford 94 92 92 . oleleloloiole)aalel = lelelale
Grtes,.. 62 87 n % 87 63
Uanulte a3 |- 67 08 7 Geeacodon .
JetTerson 66 [.......... iy 3| 63
Mciinle 35 (4] i 84 s 70
Ridge. . 3 062 80 68 L2 R O Y
48 64 67 [ 7% 7 a7
) 73 ) al 71 ) 3
R C e

- - . -y, o do S 5 -
*Judd, Charles Hubbard, * Measgurlng the Work of the Schools,” p. 239, Cleveland
Education Survey, 1916 ° . . . o

QQ
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_ variation is manifest. While 4 clusses made scores above 85 per 4

" group of classes, the 6 A classes, exceeded tle 73 per cent standard,

On the average 7.7 per cent of the recitation time in Elyria is

.devoted to spelling, as against 6.5 per cent in Cleveland and 6.4

‘into syllables, they were oftén pronounced and spelled in coucert,

- such as that published by Pryor in the Sixteenth Yearbook of the
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»

Only 12 of the 38 A classes tested made scores of 73 per cent or
over, while 26 made scores below 73 per'cent.  An exceptionally wide

cent, 8 classes fell below 60 per cent. On the average only one .
and these exceeded it by only two points. Why this relatively poor .
showingr? :

It can not be assuwed that the children in Elyria are inherently
poorer  spellers than (1686 *m other cities; neither can the poor

showing be laid to an insuflicient amount of time devoted to spelling.

o, s . 0
per cent in 50 other cifies. Neither does it seem clear that the poor
showing can be laid to poor teaching. The members of the survey

commission observed the teaching of 40 spelling lessons, and these
appeared on the whole to be well taught.  The words studied weve '
within the ramge of ('_(mu)l'ch(‘llsion -of the pupils, their meanings '
were brought ont, they Weve fxed 1iv sentences, they were divided
the resultsin the final spelling were usually exceMent, and the teachers :
follow the practice of reviewing the more troublesome words af the
end of the week. i _ . '

The main cause for the poor showing in spelling appears to be in |
the method of selecting the words for study.” No spelling books or
spelling lists are used, the words studied being selected -from the
other school subjeets or from newspapers, as the teacher may see fit.

This is excellent as a supplementary neans of word selection, but
as the primary means it is too haphazard; it is likely to let too many -
common words slip through without adequate study.

That poor word selection is the'primary cause of the poor showing
in spelling was corroborated by, the testimony of the teachers and
by the spelling in the composition papers. When the spelling lists
were handed out a number of the teachers predicted™that their
results would be poor, for; said they, “ Our children haven’t studied.
these words.” Most of the misspelling in the composition papers
were of such-words as where, there, goal, always, and rcecive.

To insure a“more systematic word selection it is recommended that 1
Elyrin adopt either a good series of spelling books or a word list, :

National Society for the Study of Education. (Bloomington, 111.;
1917.) A . L =

-
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+

PENMANSHIP,

e The following table shows the time given'to pcmrinnship in Elyria
as compared with other cities: -

1®ne. given to penmanship,

- h
"Grades. Elyria. %:;& c};[‘l[g
i ]
— v . Percent, | Per cent. | Per cent. .
‘ 1 <. 5.8 6.5 .
2.. 5.0 7.2 6.7
N 3.. 5.8 7.2 8.7
. 4. 4.9 7.2 5.5
5.. 4.4 6.4 5.1
8 4.0 5.4 4.8
7 4.6 5.4 3.9
8.. 3.5 3.0 3.7 .
o Averge 4.7 6.1 5.1 i
: et -
. - UPPER GRADES, I ~

Specimens of penmunshi, were obtained from all the pupils above
the fourth grade. The pupils were asked to write with pen and ink a
well-known sentepce, such as “ Mary had a little lamb.” The sen-
tence was placed -upon the board and the pupils were allowed pre-
cisely two minutes in which to write it over and over. The results
obtitined are summarized in the two following tables:

- Speed of penmianship.  (Mcdian numbey of letters per minute.)
EJ y .
Grade.
- = . cem : - - - "
8chools. « 5 -6 7 \ :
R .
B| A | B Al B A B |4
. Franklin..... ..o ... Socaomooa 8 74] 90| 50" 72 42| ea| 1
GalES e it cr e e b T 59 70 72 77 81 78 0"
Jelferson 3 42| 67 T 90 12| as 70
Mekindo R T RS 5 ( 63 85| 85 wl..... b}
Ridgo. . L I Y T2 OO oot Mauttd I
Elyiia. . . 5 / e o8 73
Cloveland.. 8. o7 bed 81
. Fily-six eftles .. [0, L 0TI M - ’7 63 ves

L¥rank N. Froeman, “Handwritiog.” 1n the Sixteeath ¥ sasfook of the Netonal Society for the Btudy
of Education, p. 01, ﬁloonghuton. ., 1917, o L ¢
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Quality of penmanship.

(Thorndike scale, median scores.)

l Grade. \
8chools. ‘
!
e . — o - 2 _ il
i
Franklin. .. 9
GOICS . e e e
Jeiterson . 9
MeRinley oo
D L T 7+ R S ™ | 10
L 4 !
Bl o s a,
| L] Sy i e SRy T 1 - S8 | s,

The table on page 157 gives thc median number of letters written
per minute for each half grade of the different schools, and the table
on page 155 ip a corvesponiling manner gives the miedian scores for
quality in ters of the Thorndiké seale.

The Thorndike scale is made up of samples of }mml\\ntmw differ-.

ing in quality by equal steps from zero to 18, Samples 9 to 11 may

~ be considered {air, 12 to\l4+ good, and 15 te 18 excellent.

A comparison of the Elyria scores in speed with those of Cleve-
laind and 56 other cities (p. 157) and ‘in quality with those ofeButte
(p. 158) indicates that.in penmanship the children.in Elyria are do-
ing about what the children in .other cities are dmng There is no
question in respeet to the comparability of the scores in spu-d but the,
sanie assurance can not be o\prcssul in respect to the scores in quality.
I Butte “about 80 teachers scored the papers under the direction
of a member of-the sur \ey comnn\slon.”‘ \\'hlll, in Elyria one mem-
ber of the survey conmmission did the scoring.  He was assisted by the
teachers iy two of the buildings, but found so much inconsistency that

“he felt comypelled to go vver most of the papers again,

The fact that Elvria has, hind for many years has had, an efficient
tencher of penmianship would have led one to expect that the city
would take rank above the median in this subject. In passing judg-
ment, however, it should be rethembered that this teacher has time to
give only one Jesson in two weeks in each room. This manifestly
leaves the teaching of penmanship to the room fewchéls after all, who
are nevertheless relieved, of much of the respunsnlnht;v for resuits.
These teachers were not obsorved to insist upon the arm movement and

" good form outside of the writing lesson, and as a consequence only u

small proportion of the pupils are mastering.the arm movemnent.
With so many other urgent needs in the sghools unsatisfied, it is
recfommended that thc te: wher of penmahshlp be dropped that a

, \ .y
v b,
.
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standard system of penmanship be adopted; that manuals setting .

¢ forth this system be placed into the hands of the teachers; and that < |

1 + tho classroom teachers be held responsible for results through the _ |
general=supervision, . ; ' L
* GEPGRAPHY, 2

Geography as a distinet study is begun in the fourth grade. Tt is
given a daily pgiod in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades, and shares
. the time with h\story in the seventh grade. Home geography in the
form of suppleine cading is taken up in the third grade.

-

Time given to geography.

" Cleve Fl!ty- P

f‘.l_\'rn}» lamd. cities.

1 - ] Grades. l
|

Per cent. | Per cent. | 'er eent,
0. 1.

1

DML O
=

MPESe

COOTNRWLA XX
¢

&3
3

&

From the preceding table it appears that the amount of time given
. to geoyraphy corresponds precisely to the average time given to the
subject in 50 other cities. 1If, however, the time given to home geog-
raphy in the tliird grade and to geographical readers’in the fifth and
seventh grades were counted here instead of ‘in reading the average
g © woukd be raised fromn 7.1 pee cent to about 8.5, - - g '
Geography- is usually discontinned in the middle of the sevegth
grade. where it gives way to history, and, save as commercial Feog-
raphy in the third year of the commercial cowrse, it is not included
in the curriculum of xho high school. The wisdom of this may be
questioned.  This snbjegt is“so fundamental in impottance that it
. might well be allowed to share the time with history throughout the
i cighth, minth, and tenth grades. . R
Y - But if a wider range of geographical study is to bg justified, the.,
' teaching of the subject must be vitalized. The texts used are sutis.
factory, but the work is based too exclusively upon them, The-few -
geographieal readers that are- used are connected with reading and -
not with -geography. This leaves op]y the relatively menger texts
as a basis for the work.”, Maps.and globes are usually before the class,
but the are seldomi referred to; pictures are used: sparingly, and -
specimens very rarely. Sets -of Tiffany’s “Naturg cabinet” were
seen in two of the_bui]dir‘xgs,',l}t_moily ong teacher Was seen to make ..
The fact. that th sbinets ‘were not’eyen . mentioned

3 \ N TN0N F B
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_ in the teaching material listed by the principal appears to indicate
the place that they hold in the minds of the teachers.
All the seventh grade teachers were teachmg the mathematical or
astronomical phases of geography, but none was heard to direct the
attention of the children to the visible planets, the brlghter stars. pr

the consplcuous constellations. Children delight in locating these

objects in the heavens, and the observation of their motions forms
the only direct basis for appreciating the motions of the earth. The

knowledge gained, moreover, comprises that minimum astronomical

heritage that should be considered the right of every child. If the
" teachers themselves do not now have this knowledge, they could

easily gain it while teaching'it by means of a n.anual like Bowen's

“Astronomy by Observation.™ -

Should it seein inadvisable to give the primary presentation of
these astronomical topics j n connection with geography, this could be
'donc as nature study durmg the winter months in the fifth or sixth
grades, and the knowledge could then be used: in the geography
classes. Two periods a week for four or five months would be amp]e
Interesting and valuable language material wou]d be found in the
associated myths and legends, ..

While it is true in general that the work in geography lacks real-
ness and vitality, it should not be inferred that no good work was
observed on the subject. “A fow of the teachers supplement their
work well with pictures, specimens, and the making of maps in
relief, and a majorlty ‘of them enlist the thought responses of the
puplls in tracing geographical relatiopships without, however, mak-

' ing thegggork sufficiently realistic. Those whose work is poor in
"nearly all réspects are again in the minority.

\ Recommendauom

e - .1 The w0rk on home gcography in the third grade shonld be
: classed with geography and be taught in relation to the pupils’ en-
* vironment through -exercises and .constant first-hand observation.

2. A series of geogrnphlcal readers should supplement the formnal
texts, - . :

Pal

3. Geogmphlcal magazines and articles of geogrnphlcal topics,
from other sources should be placed in the hands of the'older puplls :

4. Pictures.and specimens of geographical interest should be given

‘a position coequal with globes and maps, and all should be used
. more abundantly.

8. The visible. planets, about a dozen of the bnghter stars, and the

‘chief dobstellations.should be located and their movements obserVed'

Sl i correfatlon with general or. mnthama.tml geography s,

“:«—umnmnookcmam : e

SRR T “detatled mmnlon otvngethod- ‘1 mnph,y. pgn ghn San hnu:eo gu-.
"wey (Mctlna(a Bmuwmmucn*mn’ﬂo. m. PR BE z;‘.:-irﬂww
<03 . L
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ARITHMETIC.

The following table shows the percentage of time given to arith--
metic in Elyria as compared with other cities:

Time giren to uvrilhm(’tic.

Klyria. |~ Cleve. Fifty

. Grndes. land. cities. | - .

|
. . I
|

t Per cemt. | Pet cent. | Per cent.
: 5.2

1. L2 ) 6.9

2. o182 15.5 10.7

S 3. 21.0 8.3 | 144

4. 2.0 17, 15.4

5. 2.5 17. 1.9

. 6. 2.7 17.5 15.0

foeooaossse sonaneaoans 2.5 16.1 M4

8 .o 21.1 179 | - 1l

3 AVerage. .........ooial.. L20.5 4 13.2
- - _ - 5

UPPER GRADES,

0

The ability of the pupils In’ addition, subtraction, multiplication,
and division was tested by the Woody tests, series B,' and the ability
in reasoning by the Stone tests in reasoning.! ;

The Woody tests are composed of problems arranged in an ascend-
ing order of difliculty for each of the four fuhdamental opera/tions,

{ as exemplified by the following test for subtraction:
//\.° " ' Subtraction scale.
1 @ @ W B (8,
8 o 18 w16 .
[ 1 7 8 37 9 .
« e - a %o % = -
| - S N T3 SN ¢ 1) S £ 00
! ' 50 83 507482, 23—1= 83
. ‘ 26 178 106493 63
H v — — Q —
12) a8 . Flay. Jaby v
' 27 - 6 yds. ] frad in.

o 12§ . 2 yds 2 Mt 8 i, 7.3-3.00081=  3j-1§=
5 .. N .
) Ten minutes is allowed for the solution. of each set of problems,
and the scores are determined by cofinting the number of problems
i solved correetly. The number of problems, which represent the pos-
Py sible'scores, in-eagh sot are: Addition, 19; subtraction, 155 multiplica-
“tion, 20; division, 15, . ° O ; :

>
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) "Cl_ltord Woody, * Mensurements of Some Ach‘eve‘mnt! An, Arithmetle.” Teachers'
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As 10 minutes is more time than muost of the pupils need for solv-

“ing-all the problems in each set for which they are prepared, the tests

do not test speed, but accuracy only. .

The results from the Woody tests are smmarized in the tablos on

P- 163. The scores are given in'medians instead of averages for the
different grades or half grades of the various schools. -T'he median
. . . \ - .

is the middle score, and is found by arranging the scores under con-

sideration in an ascending series and then ‘counting in from either

end to the middle. It usually corresponds very closely to the aver-
age; is found more quickly, and in studies like this is now very fre-
quently used. .

°
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Ehiria scorcs eobipared with standard scores given by Woodin

T R — -

Addition, l Subtraction, i Multipligation. Division, . i
. ke = I —r—
Elyvria. 0 Wardy, | Flyria. - Woody. | Elyria. i\\'ood) él\ﬂu « Wouody F
— . fjom : =
. oy 53 5.0 3.0, ol 20 1
et o) [ N TN 6.0 3.5 3.0 Woos
128 1.0 Wi N0 v’ ort T o4 o O
15 4.0 10.6 .0 0.0 1n.o' S0 7.0
1.5 16,0 12.7 12,0¢ 14.7 15.0 10.0 ¢ 1007 ‘j
i6.0 18,0 13.0 13.0 ! 19.0 15.0 2t 130 A
160 18.3 14.0 14.5 10.5° 18.0 » 12.0 . 4.0 e
An inspection of the table on page 163 reveals the fact that there.
are oceasionally wide variations between the scores for the different i
lmildingx‘ For example, the scores for the 3A classes vary from

E2.5 to 16 in addition, from 9 to 12 in subtraction. from 10 to 14 in '

nmltlph ation, and from 6 to 10 in division.  As these variations do s

nat occur with any uniformity between scheols. they may be of litile

significance: yet they set a problem that the supervisors and teach-

- ers may find well wortl, considering. : 5
Another fact revealed by this table is a frequent lack of steady

‘progress from grade to grade. B(\gmmn" with 4B and endimg. with

6A. the scores for the Gates School in addition are: %3, 11, 14,

13, and 16. Similar irregularities are found in the other schools

Tlnls would ‘indicate that the development of skill in the funda-

mentals does not receive sufficient specific attention. )

Data pointing in the same direction are exIiibited in the table on

page 164, In. this table the Elvria seores arb sot alongside of the

* standard scores given by Woody, In gr ades two, three, and four the

" Elyria scores are b(\ttcr than the st.md.ud scores: in grades five and

_six they are approximately u]u.n] to them: and in grades seven and

(.l"'ht they are poorer. 0
o The main reasous why the good scores in tho primary grades do
not continaé through the grades appear to be: The basic combina-
tions are ot sufliciently antomatic: complicated thought |)ml)lcmx
are intro(lu(ml.])n\ln.ntuu-l) : and not safficient time is given to ac-
curate and rapid work in the fundamental processes in the iner-
rediate and upper grades. 1t was noted, for example. that nEny
p\{p\ls in the eighth grade still added b) mppm" or by wuntmg i
a whisper,

o .
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Ablhty in reabonmg problems was tested by the Stone test in
reasoning, which follow:

1

.

ARITHMETIC; BEASONING.

i or (Icl as numbered 0

1.

. I 34 tons of coal cost §21, what will 54 tons cost? S
. A"newsdealer bought some magaziwes for $1. He sold thém for

If wn buy 2 tablets at "7 conts ench and a book for 65 cents, how

* muth change should yon receive. from a $2 bill?

Jolm sold 4 Sulur(lu\ Evening Posts at 5 cents each. He kept half
the money and with the otber half he bought Sunday papers ut 2

, vents each. How many did he buy?

. If James had four times as much nioney as George, he would have

$16.  How niuch money las (;mrx,e’
. How many pencils ean you Vuy fOr 50 cents at the rate of for
3 conts?

. The uniforms of a Laseball nine cost $2.50 each. The shoes cost $2

a pair. -What was the total cost of uniforms and shoes for the

nine? '

. In the school of a certain city there are 2,200 pupils; one-haif. are

In the pritnary grades. one-fourth in’ the grunmar gruades, one-
elghth in the high school, and the rest in the night school.  How
many pupils are In the night schoal?

,

$1.20, gaining b cvuts on each maguzlm ‘How inany maghzines
. Wwere there? .

9.9A girl spent one-eightlrof her.money for ear fare. nnd three times as

¢ much for clothes. Half of what she had left was 80 cents. Ilow

\ mich money did she have st first?

J10. 1 wu girls receive $2.10 for nmking buttonholes, lam- mukes , the

1

1.

other 28, How shali. th&lhlde the money?

MYy. Brown paid onethird of the cost of a building; Mr Johnson
nld half the cost. Mr. Johnson received $509°more annual rent
han Mr. Brown. How much did each receivg?

. A Freight train left Albany for New York at G o’clock. An express
left on the same track at 8 o'clock. It went at th¢ rate of 40 niles
an hour. At what time of day will it overtake the freight tmlu if
she freight train stops after it has gone 506 miles? =

Tliese tests were givenin the grades above the fourth in the IF 1";nk-
lin, (mtcs. McKinley, and Ridge schools. The msults nxc sum-

‘marized in the two following tables: .

B

165

Credit,

1

Stone teset in veesoning—Arerage scores by bt:lldi':;z'a\
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.
.
« Stone test i reaxoning —Compurative scores,

£ B S —— U —— ek
j | Grades,

k.
Cities, ,' e — 1
i
q ]
& .
Buitte, Moot ... ... i .t
ToSinndield . .
Elvra, Sani Bd Nl
Ilvra, N divisen, ... Ny
Slobe (medisn cily). . L T B U D . L
|
T T T T e o T . ('

In scoring the papers credits were given a~ indieated after each
“problem an pagd 165, except that when a problem was reasoned cor-
rectly but throngh a mechanical errdr a wrong answer was ob-
tained: a uniform credit of 1 was given, * .

The data for the Stone test= were collected from sixth-grade
clasees, some of which were in the fiest half of the school year and
gomie in the second half.  The average scores fronr 26 svstems tested
by Stone varied from 356 to 9,14, The Elvriascore that may be nost
fairly compared with these scores. i% that from the 6\ classes, which .

¢ had just finished the first half of the sehool vear. This score™ (5.43) .
ranks just below the median in S one's table, there being 12 lower
undd 14 higher seoves,  This would indicate Hhat the result achieved

- inreasoning problems in Elyria is about average. Flyvria ranks

considerably above both Butte. Mont.. and Springfield, TIL. The

Butte score (3.90) is the average for the 6B and GA divisions, while

that from Springfield 15.08) is for 6A. taken. however, near the ewnd
of the school year, : ‘

A

L SRR

In view of the time given to arithmetie in Klvria one might' ex-
pegt that the scores wonkd he bettor., Why Xre they not hetter? EOEE
" (1) *The fact that complitated reasoning problems are introduced
too early is no donbt one canse.  This téhds to denden the sense for
- thought relations,  (2) Suflicient aftention i% not given to developing

T eloir coneeptions. thonghtfully understood. of how to solve prob-
ems. the Tion’s share of atiention being given to getting the answer.
a_Only one assignment- was seen over which the.teacher had wiitten g
b' Study how "to solve.” (3} The basie principles of handling com- _
nion dud.decimal fractions and.of percentrge appear not to be brotght LI

‘ont in snflicient relief and appear nol to be continually reviewed and
recognized in application.  The pupils appeaf not to be led to be-
come clearly awnre of the fact that arithmetie, outside of the fundn-
mental operations, comman and flecimal fractions, and percentiige,
. contains nothing new of a mathematical natire, and that even these ~
mathematical phases are closely interrelated. (4), Finally, the
= work in the -applied phases of arithmetic lacks in vital relationship
»_’;»_ to reality; it is bookish, and-so. falls'short'in _thqugirht-pnoyokipg.v'_mg- !

L T ey b = ryim g P o e N RS L R X
ve Allithe:sixth:grade teachers; for éxi were: ing :
tive” Al the sixth-grade teachers; for:exiinip & Were teaching tables
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3 4

of mensures, but only one was seen to let the pupils measire some-
thing. In the main the pupils are not getting concrete notions of
yard, rod, ncre, and the like. In two of the schools the observer
» ked about how many acres the school yard contained. but none of
. the pupils could even give an estimate. The 8B classes were study-
g ing stocks and honds, and while one teacher had present a stock -
certificate whicli was pinned to the bulletin board, noné made use of
1 the stock quotations in the daily papers or related the subject to the
commereial interests of the city or Nation in any way. '

o

.
.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. Fhe time given to arithmetic, especially in the lower grades,.is °
excessive-and should be reduced.
2. The work should be made more concrete and should be more
. intimately related to the children’s own experiences, both in and out
of school.  The children should learn to weigh and measure, and
topies like interest.and stocks and bonds should be used to interpret
business practices. S ) . :
3.2The aim should be to make automatic the basic combinations in
addition, subtraction, milltiplic:ltinn, and division, and develop con-
fidence and accuracy in the use of common and decimal fractions.
_ - 4. Bring into relief the connon principles running through the ¢
{ applied phases of arithmetic and place comprehension above the
use of formulas. ) " .
5. Have study lessons on “how to sblve,” and avoid introduciny

' complicated thought problems.prepriturely. .
. 9 K
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE JMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION.

The foregoing examination of the content and method of instrue-
tion i the elementary schools of Elyria indicates that the most gen-
eral fault that nray be found is the fault of verbalism. Tecaching is
done toe much on the basis of words and not encugh on the basis of
reality. Insteadl of interlocking with life at every point, of intevprét-
*ing the, wotld to the ehild and giving him a mcuuingfnl and svs-

. tematic conception of it. the school moves too much ih a groove. by
“itself. Textbooks are looked ypon more s an end than a means.

While the teachers as a class possess a Ingh grade of native ability,
and while. through their refinenient nud courtesy, they - have a whole-
sonie” undl elevating infhicnce on the spirit and attitude of. ‘their
pupils. in vespeet to the subjects that they ure teaching, they lack
vision.  They face svhooli\"rd rather than lifeward, apd too often
o throigh their lessons as'so many routinio tasks to e, completed,
"Fhat the exercises of the school receive their sanction fgr tRe require-
only on-the =
I't'of the ch

ivity on:the py
6y: Atmol
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position, spelling, arithmetic. geography. ete.. too much as set an

formal tasks and not enough through the ereation of situations that

‘elicit the useand study of these sulijects through the satisfaetion of

needs. Teachers are imterpreters of life, and only by leading their

pupils actively into an ever-widening control’ over the content and -
processes of life. and an appreciative understanding of these ean .

they mitiate them into a meaningful mastery of the school arts. Any

other basis of instruction centers the attention primarily upon forms . |
and svmbols and leads to the fault of verbalism. .

The cause of verbalism in teaching is often said to be the promi-
nence of books in the schoolroom. This is true only in a superficial
sense, for the prominence of books is in itself only « symptom of

. decper causes that lie in the nature of the educative process itself. 1

The life-of the child and the Tify of the adult are in some respects

¢ far apart.  The achlevements of the race in science, art. skill, and

Adeals. which are the very foundation of adnlt activity, are not

t‘r;msmitted_ to the child throngh the channel of heredity. but must be
anastered by him anew, : -

The agency tliaf has evolved to assist the child in mastering these
achievements is the school. Tt is the function of the school to lead
the child into a rounded and meaningful mastery over the life about
him. But in performing this function the school is beset with a num-
ber of obsta('l(‘_s.‘ T.lwsc are inhevent. and all tend to bring about {
empty and_formal resulfs. They are (1) the isolation of the school
(2) the symbolic nature of much of onr subject matter: (3) the von- ]
finement of the child: and (4) the limitations of the teacher,

In order that the school adequately iy supplement the give-
and-take experiences of 1ife and tran=mit the achievements in science
ahd art, it must be organized into a separate institution and housed’

#30 its own building. This places the school largely outside of the .
© very reality over which it should confer comprehension and mastery, .
Yet this isolation is in n measure unavoidable, .= '

The symbolic nature of subject matter is also largely unavoidable,
The achievements of the raee in literature and scienee and the de-
scriptions of events and places from other times and countries are
of necessity” preserved in books. These contain the largest one of s
those clements that the informal experiences of life fail to give.

- The isolation of the school and the symbolic nature of subject mat- ;
ter both operate to restrict the aativity of the child while learning,
The child must of necessity spend much of his gme poring over
« books, and he must do this usuallv in the prescncbgno(hors who are

likewise' engaged and must, therefore, not be disturbed, This tends
to eliminaté motor cxperiences, without. which basal meanings can
not be attgined. > . i A i
The tase in respect o the teacher is little better, Ha is asproduct
-~ of -the routine of the schvols, and le is, ustally a person Why Qﬁjozs
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this routine for its own sake. Direct experience with'the life from
which this routine gets its significance he has had but little chance to
et and his knowledge of history, sociology. econonics, political sci-
tnce, and educatioml theary, which might illuminate his work from
the theoretical side, is usually very limited.¢ Add fo this the fact
that he has to teach so many subjects. that he has time to master
none. which is certainly the case i the upper gr:k?és of the ele-
mentary school, and the picture is complete. :

This diagnosis makes it clear that the educntive process is inher-
ently exposedgo verbalism. The obstacles in the, way can not be
removed once for all, but they must be continually: met and overcome.

In the first’ place, the teacher must realize that the processes of
the schoolroom are not sufficient unto themselwes, but have as their
goal the interpretation of the*processes of life. The cirele of in-
struction must not be limited to the schoolroom, but must be ex-
panded to embrace reality. The pupil .must be led to see that the
problems that engage his attention, have their setting in the world
and not merely in the book. Geography treats of other people and
places with which we are interrelated; history traces the develop-
ineat of the customs and institutions in which we are now living;,
:nuf?éudin;:, writing, spelling, language. and arithmetic are tools
that are needed bath in and out of school. Education is for life, and
st in its processes of acquisition jnterlock with life.

«In teaching of. this vital sort. books have an important place, but
they must be viewed ag means.and not as ends. They hold a place
in teaching similar to .that held hy guidebooks in travel. Just as
it is the function of guidebooks tointerpret places and buildings for
the traveler. so it"is the function of texthooks to interpret nature,
institutions, and processes for the student. Both point beyond them-
selves to the realities which stimulated their existence. The teacher
and the personal guide again occupy similar positions,

For the traveler to sit in his room and rest content with reading
his guidebook would be absurd. He means to hecome directly ne-
quainted -with the scenes described in his hook, and he fleans to do
this through his own activity. The same two aspects are present
in cffective teaching. The reality studied must in some way be

b
motor, and reflective activities must be enlisted in beconting ae-

.quainted with this reality. What are the means available to teachers

for providing these two aspects of this work!

available:  They are:asranged in their order of nearness to reality;
1. Observatlon of reality— . - - T - .
'ii a, Turough field trips: =

DN

; : P
On the side of‘exhibiting reality the following means uppear to-bo
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2. Spocl‘mens:
a. Temporary: Botanical, geologienl. ¢lass, (‘\pelimenl\ ote, .
b. P'ermanent: Sceds, minerals, manufactured nrtlcles. ete.
3. Mudels: Mostly  geograplical sl physivlogicl); globes, maps in,rellof.'
models of hodily organs, ete,

.

4. lictures: <
a. Tor class use: Motion pletnres, slides, wall pictures, o
b. For individua! use: Stereoscopic views, photographs, ilustrations in §
bouks, - ete. ’ i

b. Maps and dingrams: In geogeaphy and other subjects.
G. First-hund descriptiovns or souvees, mostly in Bistory and geography.

"These mieins should be considered as supplementing, not as dis-
placing, the text. The text. aided by the teacher, is the depository
that contains the theory that binds the conerete experiences provided
for by these means into a unified and meaningful whole,  The text.
moreover, presents this theory in a ronded and systematie way and
in a form adapted to the edueational development of the learuer.

Field trips, sometimes inappropriately ealled school excursions,
ave well known,  They may be effectively used in connection with
Jome and physical geography, nature study, civies, loeal history.
and imdustrial topics. but they ¢onsume much time and are difficult
to manage. The same endsmay often be just as effectively gained
through field assignments in which the pupils are held m(lmdmllv
responzible fop their observations,

‘Specimens, models, pietures, and maps, as well as scales, measures.
and boeks may all be classed together as teaching material.  No mat-
ter how resonrceful and eflicient the teacher may be, he can not
work with empty lunds. In lhis own peculiar. way he needs his
tools, just as the physician, dentist, or artisan needs his: Tnvestments
in teaching material should™be regarded in the same light as invest-
nlents in buildings, grounds, and teachers’ salaries.  Without an’
adegiate supply of this material and the will to use it, especially in
the,clementary schools, teaching is likely to (letronorute nto empty

form.

The Elyria schools arve poor ly supplied with teaching material,
andl the little that is on hand is seldom used. There are not umu"h
waps and’ globes to supply gren all of its uppu -grade teachers; sets
of ilry and liquid measures were reported from only three of the
soven butldings; wnabridged dictionaries are few in” number, and
eyelopediag suitable for elementary-sghool” pupils are lacking al-
together.  Nature cabiniets were seen injtwo of the buildings, but only
one of these appeared to be used, und that by only one teacher.

A globe, a set of maps, an encvclopedm, and reference books suit-
able for the grade showld be found in each room above the third or
Tourth grade, but specimens, such as min’s seed ‘pods, woods, mip-

2 ;émﬁs; mgta]s, nignutactured: nn'tlc]es, eunos, classified pictiires, QndL
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the like, muy be gathered in one place for the entire building. This
means that in each building a school musenm should be dcve]opul i
The speciniens and pictures should be labeled nnd systematically :
arranged and.a eard index of them shonld be kept, The needed cases
< and shelvex could be made by the manual training department, al-
-4 thongh some would no doubt have to be bought. Perhaps some of
the spgeimens would also have to be parchased, but in the main they
~hould he gathered by the teachers and puplls'\\nth little or’no ex-
5 pense. ’1]10 activity of the pupils especially should be enlisted in .
' gathering them. This would be ‘an interesting and edueative ex- -
perience for‘them. And as an added incentive the label for each
~pecimen should provide a place for the name of the donor.

Fdyvria is forlunate in having vacant rooms in which the muscums

conld he kept. The school libravies could be kept in the same roowms,
In the future a mnseunm and Hibrary room should be definitelv pro-
vided for in cach building, and the supervising oftivers should. see to
it that the teachers get into the habit of using the material stored
there. Merely to gather® and store the material would be of little
use.and there seemstobe an inherenit-tendency for many teachers to
neglect the use of-the concrete.

The initiation ‘of the school museum must rest with the teachers
and supervisors, but. the necessary expenses should be borne l)v the
~chool board, Tu the clementary S('hool. and to a large extent also in
the high school. the museum is quite as necessary as the library, and
it shonld be provided for and supported in the same way. The ad-
ministration of the musenm: must. be worked ont by the teachers of
each building.  Some teacher, usnafly some one otlier than the prin-
cipal, should be placed in chxu{.zv. and specific provision should he
made to enlist the cooperition of a few of the older pupils!

In respect to enlisting the activities of the pupils to.a greater ex-
tent than is now done the following means are suggested : (1) School
evedit for home work: (2) sehool and home g ,ul(lcmn"; (3) shop and
laboratory work; (4) dramatic expression: (5).” dmnmtl?ntxon (6)
supplenientary n-pmls i cluss: (7) chixs (ll\(’ll‘v‘sloll, (8) compo-
sition.

, It is now well. rec 'O"Ill/(‘d in educational and ps\cholu"lcnl litera-
ture that the act’ oﬁ,]o.lrnmg requires expression as well as impres-’
. ston. It requires the use of feeling, volition.and reaction as well as
@.  \that of the senses and the intellect. Things, processes. and - -prinei-
sles are not known until they have been used. : d
! \bchool eredit for home work—If the deviee knm\ n as school -’
eredit¥for home worlk is to become more than a. mere fad in eduda-
* tion; it gust be linked: with. the actual work of the schiool.” Corra- :
lnted homy work should be looked upm ag an opportumty for usmg

—
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and applying the knowledge gained in the elassroom. Jt should hold
a position in physiology and hygiene, domestic art and science, nature
stidy. agriculture, and stock raising similar to that held by labora-
tory work in physies and chemistry. and it shonld be made an inte-
graland requived part of the work, Credit in hvgiene .should be

" miven more on the basis of hygienic living. sueh as washing and bath-

myg regularly, keeping the teeth and-finger nails clean; and sleeping
with a window openy than on knowledge acquired.  Similarly the
home work done in umkln" and baking. in s~ewing and cleaning, and
e wrketing and shopping should count in domestic art and science,

- Gardening may be niade an integral purt in the w mk of nature stndy

and agriculture,

« Shopwork—Shopwork has an established placo i manual tmmf

ing and laboratory work in the high-school sciences.  More work of
this nature is being introduced into the clementary schools of many

cities through the adoption of the platoon system. generally known

as the Gary plan, -

Dramatic  expression \aml dramati: zation—Dramatic expression
may degasionally be used to good cifect in history, civies, and litera-
ture, and with younger childven e practically all subjects. Tt con-
sists in acting ont the topie under_consideration.  Periods in history
atid scenes in literature may be l\l'a(hl) acted out. When the l)nplls
memorize set words and sp(-\l\ thém in this acting, the process is
uslm]l\’ ealled dramatization.  Both ‘of these means are time-con-
stuning, and so mnst be nsed” in moderation. but ax aids in gaining
certain meanings they hold an jmportant place. .

Reports on topiex supplementing the work of the text may often

‘be used in history, geography, nature study. art, and literatyre.

Cyclopedias and other reference books may here find a continual
source of ugefulness.  Either oral or written, these reports.aflord a
real opportunity for composition. Composition, however. has a
viloe far beyond gi\‘ing-pr'tcticc i writing, It compelsone to think
n subject through. to organize it, and to make it one’s own, Tt may
-well form the <npst(me in the teaching of basal topies in all the

“school subjects. ~ Bacon placed the right value npon it \\Ilm he said

that reading maketh the full man, spex \kmﬂ the ready ., and
writing the exact man.,  Class discussion s in 11}” no insignificant
1¢ process of leari-

g, Some of tlw (o‘uhm\ in_LKlyria are now using this to good
effoct. bt more rely {oo much on the question-and-answer nethal
and doltoo much of the tatking themselves. These should learm to
1ift out.the problems and, rolnnonshlps in the lessons in hand and to
let the pup:h wroet]e wnh them. They should regqrd the‘hse]v
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“Ilyria. the 100 per cent ¢ity.” is the slogan emblazoned at night
n olvctrlc illumination over the city of E lyria, Ohio, and its railway
approaches.

On visiting the “speciai industrial class for boys” in this city a
aroup was found at the blackboard working at probluns 1n interest.
When they had taken their seats the observer saidl : *'Boys, 1 see you
know somothmg about percentage.” :

i,
i “Yes,” was thé reply.

“Then tell me the meaning of an electric sign that 1 see from my
hotel window every night. Do you know what the sign is?”
s it ‘Elyria the 100 per cent city ' ” one- boy questloned
“That’s it; what does it mean?”
"1t means a perfect city,” was the pxompt reply.
“Well isit. true?”
. “No!"in emphatic chorus. *
o “Then why thesign?”.-
. ~ “It means-that Elyria ought to be a perfect mtv. oue bO\ wntured
after a pause.
“In what way does I‘lvnu fall short of 100 per centd”
“In cleanncss,” said one. D
“What per cent clean do you think Elyria ist”
“About 70 per cent,” one guessed. - :
“Ave there other ways in which Elyria falls short of 100 per cent?”:
. “In pavements,” said one. “In tnkmg care of go.lbuge,” said an-
other. .
¢ “What is the matter with the pqvements*”
“Some streets are not pu\(‘tl at alk, and the pavements in other
streets are bad.” - .
- . “And what lmppom to the garbage?”
- “Some of jt is thrown over the bank of the rive,.”
“What is wrong with that?”
“It makes tlie river dirty.™ “It i 1s not good for the h(‘.l]”l ”
“Does it affect the city’s drmkmg water”

14
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» “Noj the drmkmg waler comes from Lake Erie und thue lsn’t £

any better water,”
“Is it pure?”’
“\ 08 » ao
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: the ele@@htary gwde& = o S

“It’s good to find one way in which the city approachoq 100 per

" cent, isn’t it?”

“Yes; and it’s-a 100 per cent busipess city, too. There'isn’t any,
better business ¢ity in the country.” O [’

“Are the schools 100 per cent?”

“\'0 1 R

“Is it possible-for a city to be a 100 per cent city without having
100 per cent citizens?™ . |

“N .” LS M

Elyria is a fairly typical American community. Tt is doubiless
‘1]10\0 the aver age of cities of its (“Lmﬁ In somq xoepocts it m v he
below the average in other respeets. 1t is net imagined that the
-Elyrian believes in 100 per cent perfection «it the present time, or
even in the possibility of attaining to that goal literally in the future.
But at Jeast an influential portion of the populationdis ambitions to
approximate this high standard of civie efficiency.as closely as
possible. '

"Fhe relation between 100 per cent citizens and a 100 per cent city is
indeed a tial one. No city can®be a 100 per.gent city, nor hope even
to approximate it, that does not make provision for the citizenship

training of its youth. The public school is par-exeglience the agency,

which the commuypnity has established for this purpose. How. far it is
accomplishing the wirpose in Elyria this chiapter is to discuss.

-

~ THE SPECTAL ]hDU‘iTRh\L CLASS FOR BOYS,

The qpecmlﬂndushm] class is compr ised of boys selected from that
greup of pupils who, according to the standards of the school, have
‘f llen furthest slmrt of. 100 per cent perfu.tﬁnn They are com-
monl) known as “ failures.” The application of the word “ failure”
to school children is probably ho more common in Elyria than else-
where, but it is frequently made. A primary te'lcher'rcmml\ed in the
hearing of her 27 children."“ This row [of 8 children, some of them
of fnmgn parentage] are failures.” Almost 25 per cent of this class
of 6 and 7 vyear ‘olds are e Thus stigmatized as failures almost before
they have made a stalt in Yife.: A big boy in high school was pomml

out as taking ancient lnstonv for the ﬁflh time. His progressin

othet studies was said to be about eqmllv slow. He is a “failure,”

He has some excellent qualities and some “ interests,” but *they are
juterests for which the school does not provide.” In the élementary,
schools of Elyria 19 pupils are reported (in addition to the 18 bgys
‘in the special indwsrial class) who are three or more years behind
their age grades; 71 who are twa to three yedrs behind ; 169who are
ohe fo twa years behind ;.and 488 who are one-half 1o one year ‘behingd.
Togejivén these constitute mowthmm) per cent of the enrollmentin

"

o
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- Has not the word *failure” been applied in the wrong,place!
Which are falling furthest short of the 100 per cert mawk, the com-
munity’s children or the community’s schools? Of course, failure on
the part of a pupil means failure only in the studies he is taking;
happily #t does not necessarily mean failure in life. We know that a

oy willnot necessarily’be o failure in life because he does not learn

nor like ancient history or algebra, or any other particular subject.
But failure in studies does mean retardation, and retardation is very
kilkely to mean discouragement and therefore ultimately failure of a.
more serious kind. It becomes extremely important, thetefore, to
discover where the failure lies and to determine what the school and
the community can do to remedy it,

Of the 18 boys in the special indvistrial class, 6 are designated as
“unreliable.” “untruthful,” “bluffer,” “truant.” * selfish,” “lazy,”
" without ambition'”; 1 is reported -as “criminal.” But even these
personal characteristics, to which is attributed in large measure the
“ failure” of the boys, are thémselves the result, in part at least, of
physical and secial conditions that fall far short of the 100 per eent
mark, and the boys ean not be held résponsible for them. Most of

the boys have physical defects that might easily contribute to their °

backwardness m school. These are mostly preventable or remedi
able, sych as bad tecth and eyes; 100 per cent medical inspection in
the early grades might have suved some of these boys. Fullyl half .
of the boys, including most of those with bad personal qualities, come
from homes that are far from 100 per cent good ; in some cases almost
100_per cent bad. i . ’

“Moreover, there is nothing that is more likely to make a boy a
bluffgr. or a truant, or lazy, or ambitionless. than_ the dnily grind of
work that makes no appeal to his interest in life, or that is not at
least relieved by work that makes this appeal. Of ¢he 18 boys in
the class, 10 are reported as “ fine boys ™ or €|
is *“doing five work in this class” mitliough with a bad past redord

‘against him. They ave in the class merely because they could not

“get along* in the regular system of tlie graded schools, and took 1o
interest in the work offered there.

The special industrial class is inndequataly equipped. ¥t does -

have the use of the well-cquipped woodworking shops of the high
school; but the room whioh they occupy for their academic work,
while large and light. has not been made-attractive for boys. - The
walls are baeren and dismal; there are o pictures or ®exhibit mate-

rials” that. interest boys; the furniture is old and miscellaneous, 7,

giving o makeshift appearancs and calling forth an apettgy frow

aving to work after schooll

L . 5L - By P S LT,

goopd boys,” and another

.

The boys have ho gymnasium, 2
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Nevertheless, in somne respects the work in this class is better than
much of that scen in the vegular graded classes. This is becguse the
“systbm ”* hds been in larger measure adjusted to the pupils by the
mg.)m/atlon of their work around their life interests. .
Approximately dne-half of the schaol "day+is given to shopwork
and drawing—activities that hold the igterest ofs the boys. The aca-
demic work which occupics the other hlf-dad is to a considerable
extent or('nm/o(l in relation to the manual \\ork though mich more T
might be done in this direction. The teacher puts a good deal of
vitality iht®the academic subjects. The geography. for example, is
largely industrial geography and is taught in its practical relations
to life, It is taken up through such books as Chawmberlain’s How We
Are Fed and How We Are Clothed. which also serve as material
for the reading lesson. The subject of reading. which includes
language work. spelling, and writing. 1 based. not upon formal
reading or language texts. but npon such supplementary material as
Brown’s Good Health for Boys and Girls. Jewett’s The Body at
Work, Gordy’s American History, and such magazines as Popular
Mechanics and Popular Science. "Even trade catalogues describing
mechanical apparatus. etc., are nade the medium for learning to read
and to spell "Burton’s bhop Projects Based on Community Prob-
leins gives a civic turn to the shopwork. .
. In other words. the attention of the boys is focused mere definitely
upon a subject matter that is of direct interest to them becausé of its
relation to life than upon the mechanical processes of Iem'mng to
read, write, and spell. They are not particularly interested in * learn-
P ing to reud bpt they are intensely mtmostod in“ lenrnmo to vead
popular ‘mechianics and popular science.’
dAlthonIgh the above pamgrnphs fairly represent the evident aim
" in. the special class, the aim is not attained to the extent that it should
. “be™ There stems to be, even here. a fear of departing too widely
from the formal course of study prescr ibed ' for the regular grades,
When asked for thé course of study of the boys who were doing ¢
" eighth grade work..the teacher eald “arithmetic. reading. geography, ¢
?c dlu\\mg, and manual training.” The same reply was-given.regard-
ing the work of the‘lower grades. When.asked abont history,.hy-
giene, and other content subjects, the r@ply was that ,tliese were
*supplemeéntary* to reading”; and- this {n spite of the fact that ‘in. -
practice, so far as observatlob mdlcabed e Leadmg was really sup-

14

"plementary to the content' subjécts. ¥ =
5 With a gronp of boys of this sort, at’ least why not depm tn-
v : tn'cly from the‘formalism “which thas;been a cause of their undoing in
_’; =+ the- regulnr gradee, and substxtuta A course of ‘study. that ‘miglit. read
o ,-rw\t,hm lgke this: ‘Physlcal de\'clopment, (gx}qlgxdmg nggm pby ical 0%

> trammg«nnd the study«of‘pdmntl ud— aommumtx hygmnq, A “Tae- - ﬁi
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chanices, mcludmg both shop pmctlce and the study of popular me-’
chanics; science, which should be related to physical development
and to mechamcs and include much nature study and geography,
industry, correlated with Eeography, mechanics, and science, and
atfording opportunity fok a disgussion of vocations; and citizenship -
or community study, based largely upon observation of the com-
munity life about them. Then let the processes of, learning to read
and use the English Janguage and of mathematicad calculation be-

come more largely a by-product of the entire course. Why not, in

other words. give formal recognition to the principle which: the
teacher of this class is trying to apply with more or less successswith
the faulty machinery at his disposal ?

- .

" THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS,

A glance at the elementary course of study (1915) gives the im-
pression that the children of Elyria arg constantly engaged from the
ln.)t grade to- thie eighth with the formal processes of reading, lan-
guaZe, spelling. grammar, number work or arithmetic, and mem-
ory training exercises. The community has a right to expect that the
product of its schools shall have been taught to read and usé the

* English language and to perform the essential arithmetical proc-
. esses. Stlll the reason why Elyria has a special industrial class

for boys is not because of a fear that these 18 boys will not use cor-

rect English or know how to compute interest, but because of the

fear that these derelicts of the school system will not be good citi-

~zens. The chief concern of the car mumty with respect to its schools

is whether they are constructiy ely/developing & 100 sper cent citizen- -
ship. That the net influence gf’ Elyria’s schools does make for a
better citizenship is not queetfoned, and some of their work is aimed
consciously to cultivate good tivic qualities and habits. But.on the
whele ‘the civic’educational purpose of,public edueation is obscyred
and even negatived by the stress laid upon mere formal intellectual
discipline. s \ :

The only dlro‘ct civics instruction offered in the elementary schools
of Elyria consists of a brief study-of the Constitution of the United
Btates appenided to th; course in American hlstory and the reading
of an elgmentary 1V1cs ‘reader during about six weeks of the last
halfsof the eighth g&'ade It is obvious that veriy little real pmpara-

_ tion for citizenship can be accomplished wn;h children in this brief

‘time. . The comments of teachers and prmcxpa]s indicated that much
of this work is perfunctory. sln tite study of the Comwn»the
c]hxfdnen are supposed fo learn o few cold facts about ﬂn’é orgamza-
tion of our Government,  In the supp.lunéntary weadmg the civics

lrreudt&: is read t;hmﬂgh with: a°minimum of dxemsﬂon, the amount

- 61664°—16——12 &S
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depending upon the interest of the teacher in the civic content’ ag *
distinguished from the reading lesson. It can be said with mlmost
literal truth that there is no direct civics instruction worthy of the
name in the Elyria clementary schools. A number of the teachers
expressed the wish for comethmg more vital. >

Of the other elementdry social studies, history uﬁ’m«]s the richest
opportunity for direct civic instruction. That pronded for in the
course of study-s as follows:" ’ :

e, Fourth grade, gcleston’s Short b;torivs from Ameriean History (supple-
S mentary reading), .

Fifth grm!e. Egaleston's Short Storfes from Ameriean History ~ (supple-

mentary reading).

Sixth grade, B ddivision: Blaisdell™s Story of Ameriean llistory (supple-

mentary rending). X

Seventh grude. B division: First Steps in History of Fngland (romhng)

Seventh grade, A division: American history.

Fighth grade, B divizion: American hlstnry (('ontinuer])

Lighth grade, A division: American hNnry (completed),

American history rightly holds the dominant place in the history
instruction of an elementary scool. In Elyria it is the only history .
taught, except for the half-vear's reading. conrse in First Steps in
English History in the sevonth grade. A definite civie purpose
doubtless dictates the relative prominence given to the subject. for
familiarity with the history of onr cpuntry is supposed to breed
pqtnotlsm That the subject as t'wgzht in the Elyria schools has a
certain civic value is not quesiioned ; but that, value is far below what

- might be derived from it. This again is duo to the formalism of-in-
struction, the lack of relation of the qub]ect ‘to thc experience of the
children apd to other subjects of instruction. The children are learn-

* ing so many pages of facts cach day and the teachers (generally
speaking)- are devoting every energy to “ completing the book.”

The study of geography beging in ﬂle third grade as supplementary+

+ reading, the reader beipg entitled home geography.” - The title of
thig supplementary reading course is justified only bécause the book
“used i3 so entitled. Few of the teachers seem to recognize that “ the.
geographic world is in the nelghborhooJ it needs only to be Qs-
covered.” Excursions into the neighborhood to observe nature are
rarely made. Teachers- who acknowledge the value of such firs
hand observation say that it is impracticable under exjsting con?

" tions. 'The chief dlﬁicu}ty mentioned is'the fact that each teacher ns ~

. two grades in her care, and ig unable to leave one to go ‘out with the -

}&take iatge of the rodm. A L e
Ih:?,he »iourthugrade geognphy becomies” an j,ndap;ndent mbm;’ m’
mdgo oontmun into- thg menth gfao, ‘It 18 mpplamontad in the™ .
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fifth and seventh grades with further “supplementary reading * of
a geographical character. But almost without éxception it is of the
purely textbook type. The textbaoks used are among the best pub-”
" lished ; but the best of textBooks can not vitalize the subject unless
their content is constantly interpreted in terms of the pupil’s experi-
. ence, and correlated with other work that the pupil is doing or has
done and with subjects about which he is thinking. Some attention .
is given to a study of occup'ltlons in connection with geography. and
llw industries of Elyria ave sometimes discussed to a slight extent. :
Elvria is an important industrial center, and is in the heart of a
great industrial region. This important fact should afford a vital
point of doputme for much of%he geographical study nmmd of
being given mere casual notice.
The course of study suggests thatyin the sixth grade there should-
be ¢ discussions through the year in the hristory of Elyria. its geog-
raphy. beauties, industries, scenery. growth, institutions of most: in-
terest and value,” Tlic suggestion does not seent to be followed in an
oreanized way. This sort of study should not be left to chance, nor
he ]limted to the sixth grade. The meaning of our national life. and .  *+
even of world rd.monq, becomes vastly clearer to children when it is
interprgted in the terms of, and in relation to, local community life.
In all of the schools of Elyria one full perlod a week is set aphrt &
for the stutly or reading of “ Current Evenis.” This exercise is too '
- oftenstreated as mymere reading lesson, and too seldom with any vital
relation to the work in geography,.history, hygiene, ete. Only a few
» of fhe teachers make good use of this little paper, yet, as a’rule, the .
children seem to talke great pleasure in the current-events hom‘
Indtruction in hygiene is now given in all grades, varying in differ-
s ent schools and in different grades from’ 15 minutes to about 40
. minutes per week until the eighth grade is reached. When the average
time per week for all schools is 72 minutes for. the B division and 110
minutes for the A'division. In the fourth grade Good: Health: for
Boys and Girls is read as supplementary teading in most of the
schools, and in the seventh grade a Primer of Sanitation is reac in
three schools. ' K
Hygiend instruction has a civic bearmg in two wnys—bccnnso “
the close relation between physwal fitness and efficient cm/onsh'n
and because of the relation of: the subject to publnc th ene, Al
sanitation, DAL
' We are only beginning to appreciate properly the civic respmm X
. blhty of the school for the phymca]l fitness of the rising genemtnon 2
It is the foundation of national efficiency intimes-of peace as’in
times of war, Civies and health are vitally related, and the schaols

of the. ?vy aro gradually awakening to the fact Instruction in
kfygxena ould be wntlnuomﬂmughou& thé school eotuumnQ us it ap-
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.

3 pears to be in Elyria, and it should be correlated closely with continu-
 ous physical traitfing, play, medical inspection, clinics, etc. The ex-
* . cellent, but inadequate, clinical wotk of the Elyria schools is treated

. else“here in this report (p. 40).

c « the larger problems of public health and community cooperation
i through government and otherwise for health conservation.
Reference has been made to the disproportionate emphasis given i
the course of study to thé formal subjects (the three R’s) as compar o*
with the subjects with a distinctly social content. The subject of
reailing in the Elyria schools has a large social content, and could be
made a potent factor in the civic education of the child. The criti-
cism is not that reading is made a channel for social and civic in-
'struction, but ‘that such a large patt of the social content of the course
* of study is included in the readmg course and then obscured by the

drill in_the technique of reading. -

As far as could be discovered. the work in anguage, spelhng,
Writing, arithmetic, and drawing haslittle, if any, direct or conscious
relation to the socml life of the pupils, e\:ce_pt/m the industridl class
for boys.

The criticisms that hrave been made will lmve a clearer meaning and
2 more constructive value by contmstmg the organization and meth-
ods in Elyria with those found elsewhere. Only brief suggestion
canbe given here. 4,

. Inthe schools of fhdmnnpolls, for example, the children dn%l&d :
and drilled thorough]y, in'the use of the English langua but the
. point first emphasized in the publishéd jfne of study i is that— -

) language lessons should be bn«ed upon the experience of the pupll. These
'\ lessons may be eonnected wlth refiding,: with sdories told by the teucher, with
“~~ nature study, with pictures, and with incidents of home and school.

‘The aim is— .
to make of education, m;t a process of instruction in a varlety of subjects, but
& process of living. of growth during which the various relations of life nre
unfolded—clvlc, geogruph[?nl historical, ethical, vocational, etc. .

The school life is a life of constructive activity. 'Soon aﬂ‘er sehoo]
opens in the fall tie children of the first '‘grade begin making simple
Christmas presentg for the various.members of their families. They
may also furnish a doll’s house. Meanwhile, home stories are read
and told to the’ childreén,. including home stories from nature, and
conversations are held regarding— , v

e LT

x> - Thefamily: What parents do for children; how chlldren may show thelr grati-
ned tode; helpfulness care of toys, furniturg, clothing; sharing ot pleasnfe% re-:
o ~"pect for age; work of. euch In the urvice of the whole. Fateiea 2

e \i At
‘%‘}.\ v e T “r e ‘:%

= Thiig: “dmng thmga Vsmd la.lkmg about thmgs” ‘ot only tﬂ‘ord 8,

- .opportumty and the mnteri'al for nynmg in tha use of Enghsh‘bu,t

s

,‘ had

Comparatively little attention is given in Elyna apparently, to %
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the content relates to group activities and relations in, the home,
constituting the beginning of a continuous courst of social and civic .
training that runs throughout the geades. L

Frequent short excursions in the immediate neighborhood are
nade, during which the children have opportunity to observe the
flowers, the birds, and the animals of the home district, and the rain,
snow, frost. clouds. wind, This is the beginning of nature study
(sadly lacking in the Elyria schools) and of geography. which are

,  OIVIC EDUCATION,

perience materials for training in the use of Ianguage.

Qcontinuous throughout the elementary school and afford further ex-

-

arithmetical wobl. N

In the second grade this nature study and home geography are
continued but the story of Robinson Crusce is taken up and studied
for five weeks——
the story ,of-u single-handed struggle with nature, emphasizing by contrast our
dependence upon comnunity Yfe, L
* At the same time the children are studying their own home life
“in contact with activities of the community »:

How the eommunity serves the fBonie. Representatives of the community
who come to the home: The milkman, the g:frh:u:e nan. the postman. How
the home serves the compiunity : Care of premises; conduct toward neighbora;
conduct in stores; ete. ' . '

Hiawatha’s childhood is also studied in this grade, giving oppor-
tunity for a study of Indian family life and a éqmparison of it with
their own home life and the life of Robinson Cruspe.

By means of these and other stories, historieal as well as geo-
graphical concepts are introduced—the idea of ge and develop-
ment in modes of life, etc. Incjuded in g consi®ble Tist of stories

of this grade are such as Thé Carpente e Baker. Shoemaker and -

Elves, The Flax, A Visit to the Weaver, which are correlated with
much of the work described -abave and emphasize occupational life,
The children model in sand a villgge street or a tity tharoughfare
and engage in clay work and basketry, making objects suggested by
the story of Crusoe and of Hiawatha. Meanwhile, they are “drilled
constantly in the use of language, not as a separate thing, but because

and in conversation,relating to concurrent activities. - .

. they have to use language in reproducing the stories of the grade

Even the learning of the siiple arithmetical processes is correlated to some
extent with the general civic or soclal idea of the grade. - The young children
frequently make visits to the grotery or market on errands for the home. In
one pecond-grade class. yisited the children were reporting to the teacher thc.".
current prices of ments, grocerlgs, and provlslqns of varlons kinds. “ Commlt:
tees” of children were made responsible for ascertaining the pricés of particu-
l'ni-"nrtl'cleq.i tqken largely from the sales checks accompanying each purchase.
Boys whose fathers hnd groeerleg or meat-markets were sb(netim'es catled -upon
%o verify, dotibtiul reéports; - The: data {hus gathered were ubed as fmbulh. for
u.‘ . > - 3 -F o s E t‘ v -.. ‘
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Even'in'the first grade the teachers are instructed to—

teach the relative \'.nlue of numbers through 10, by games, building, drawine,
fnd pictures.  Also, incidentally, in the geheral work of the school, In are: LFS
fugr and «Ilslrl‘:tinz materinl. and in all situations where n knowiedge nf nu
bers is necessury, The teacher must take the thme to direet the activities of the
children in such 4 wny as to make necessary the learning of nunbers in ceriin
excreises, .
A description of the organization of social study in the clementsry
grades of Indiangpolis is given in Bulletin, 1915, No. 17. United
States Bureau uf I,(lumtlo’ Suffice it to say here that it culminates
n the eighth grade with a conrse in “ community eivies, which is inti-
-mately correlated with the other work of the sanie grade and is in
truth a ‘cfowning conrse ™ in the organized civic odu( ation of the
child in the e]mnvnt.u{‘\ school<™*  T'rom first grade to eighth the
civic value of the course of study lies in its olg.uuzatmn around the
social experience of the children. 1In g Lthcrmg muterials for the
: lo»son% whether in civics or arithmetic; in conferring with parents;
in errands to the store; in choosi sing comnittees to do certain things;
in comparing exper iences; and in many other ways, the pupils not
only get practice in group ‘lctlon and in dealing with real situations,
but they also acquire a fund of experience \\]n('h serves ns a basis
Tor much of their instruction. ) 0
The formal type of textbook instruction prevalent in t]m Elyria
schoo]s 15 mconsxstent -with such group activity, and veally pul‘clmlos'
\1oxw\er, \\horo struction has so ljttle relation to the pupil’s .
O\pengnce and surroumlm"s one would hm(l]v expect to find much
£exhibit nmterl.ﬂ or other material aids, in the classroom. ‘Oue
~ teacher held if her hand a cotton pod dnring a lesson on the cotton-
growing Stnt('s, which is noteyorthy beeause of the excegtionnl oc;
currence of such use, of ilustrative materials. In another roun‘l a
small table eontained a few old mngazines and perhaps a dozen sn-
cient stereoscopic views of no particular educational value. The
tedcher said these were for the ainusement of the children in lm\uu-
time and not used in- connection with “instr uctlon. In a first-ven
_ high-schedl history clussrcom, a m.xchme for projecting images . nf
. opuque.objects upen a screen was? ‘observed. The teacher. said thiy
' ‘used by a science cluss that occup&ed the same room at anather -
pcnod- it had-not occrrred to her that 1t could be n valuable ally in

her own mnk The teachers of Elyrm have apparently not léarned
— LY
tThe Board of Education of Indfanapol® publishes pamphlets contalning the conraen
of ‘study 1p ghe severpl subjocts of the currlculum—English, mathematicy, geography,
hirtory, civies—with fuofl tnstructions to teachers as to ‘method of bandling.
o=, 'The “chapter, on clvic cducation ln the report_of the Unked Butq Comulssioner of
~ < Education on.the uhoou of- Ban I-‘runcluo dlscum n dehli the coiirse of nodnl ntudy
Q\mo l:tthodu of iny ctlon
_ "ig"»&‘e ‘al80}*-The* Teac}
¥ Stuiles ﬁ“&qnﬁlg B:Incall,
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of the rich variety of material aids available to keep the children’s \¢
minds centered upon the realities of life; or the methods of instruec-
tion preclude the use of such material cxcept in an artificial manuer.

THE HIGH SCHOOL.

] THE COURSE OF BTUDY,
‘ The Elyria ngh School offers the followmg social studies:
l I'irst Year.—Gener: il history, in(]mlm;.:m(.icnt. medieval, and m(xlern Furo-

pean history ; eptire year; texthook, Myers's ‘General History.
Second Year—Engish hntmv cntire yeayv; toxthool\, Wrong s History of the
svitish Nafion.
Industrial history; second halt: year; textbook, \ioore: Industrial Hwtuly o
of the American 'eople.
. Comnereial "en;Yruph\ ; second lmlr\ear textbook, Brighnms Commerclal
H Geography.
. Cormerciud lm\‘ first h'llr‘wnr texthook, Goros Commercial Luw
Third )«ar—\o social study offered,
Fourth Ye ur~—Amerl(nn history ; entire yeyr ; textbook, Channing’s History of '
, the United States.

Many pupils defer second-year subjects until the third year, and
some third-year pupils take American history.

There is no separate course in cl.v1cs or government, though some
attention iXNgiven to the subject in American history. Neither i ”

' there a course in economics, though there are three courses of deﬁnite
ceconomic content. .

The high-school pupils ]m\e choice of four curricula which are
(leslgn.lted in the'tast published course of study (1915) as “ classical,” *

. “‘science,” “commercial,” and “indystrial.” At present there scems
to be no definite recognition of the science course, a “mixed * course
being mentioned instead, which seems to include pupils who are not
definitelv enrolled in any of the other three courses.

Of 600 pupils responding té an inquiry, 216 reported tukmg tho
classical, 89 the commercial, 198 the industrial, and 89 a “ mixed”
course, - . .

The curricula differ ]ittle with respect to the social studies included.

b General history is 1’equi1ed of all pupils, except that it is said to be

optional with science in the commercial course. English history is

required of classical pupils only. It is elective for all othérs. Sub-

, jects that have a peculiarly important relation te commercial and in-

| dustrial training, such as commiercial geography and industrial
history, ate elected equally, and in sotne caqes1o 8 greater extent , by,
classical pupils. ¥

- The following tables are based owe}ums ‘obtained dlrectbll?“‘frﬁm

the pupils. ,fJPhey are riot absplutely accurate. It was dlseove;'ed oo

Iate to be: remedied that some pupll; mported‘ thoe ,fmm dxﬂ'erent

s S oy SIS  SCEE ‘ Saiing
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rooms.  Such cases sre probably not sufficiently numerous to vitiate
the general conclusions. At the time of the inquiry the total enroll-
ment in the'school was close to 6505 the number of individual reports
received-is 600, 4 of

No table is shown for general history, inasmuch as it is said to be
a required course except for commercial students. who may clect
science instead. Conflicting statements were made on this point.
From the returns obtained the following facts appear: 95 per cent t
of all first-year pupils are takingsor have had general history; 92
per cent of all second-year pupils and 88 per cent of all third and
fourth year pupils are taking or have taken the subject. The subject
15 taken almost as generally Ly pupils:in the commercial course as by
others (90 per cent in the first vear, 91 per cent in the second year).

Tamie. l.—English hl'storj;—.\'umh('r of pupils {n each of the four curricula iwcho
are {akiug or have taken it.2

(Classical. Commercial. Industrial. Mixed. Totgl.
f
Pupills. Nom- | Num- | o Num- | . Num- | . Num-
s Num- |y ak| Num- .llm tok-| Num- {pre ok Num- ber tak.| NUm- 4o tak-
berrlz ing the bc:‘:i ling the beé:s ing the b(‘rrbcd | ingthe b(;‘:tx ilnx the
Portod-‘gnject. | POTYed- Ig tiect. | POTtedt g iect, | PO “'sybject. | P  subject.
* Becond year: 4 s
Boys............ p4] 18 6 0 46 it 12 4 87 il
Qlrls. ... g 35 . 32 18 0 15 0 12 2 0 o3 J
Total........ YT o 1 200 m| 1w W
o e
Third year: o
Roys............ 4 13 6 0 2 2 15 8 60 23
Qirls............ 38 Y1) 4 1 1 6 14 n 70 45
Total.s...... "2 40 10 1 39 8 ! 19 130 | 8
Fourth year: B ] -
Bo?s v 4 2 0 15 1 n 4 35 9
Qirls p2] 17 3 0 9 4 13 8 49 2 .
‘ Total........ al 21 5 o|¥ = N l 12 ' [ 38
L]
. ' Only 2 lirst-year pupils are tgklnx the subject. |

Although English history is *required ™ of élslssicaﬁ)llﬁils, ‘only
about two-thirds of the present fourth-year classical pupils have
taken it. Only 1 out of 39 commercial pupils and 24 out of 64 indus-
.trial pupils in the last three years of the high-school course have
-————takenthe subjoct. English history is more popular. with the girls
than with the boys. In the second year, 34 out of 80 girls hyve
olectéd the subject, as against 33 out of 87 boys; in the third year,
45 out of 70 girls, as against 28 out of 60 boys; and in the fourth.
" yéar, 29 ‘out of 49 girls, as ngainst 9 -out of 35 boys,
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



.

CIVIO EDUCATION,

185

TARLE 2—Ameﬂcan Matory—Number of pupils in eaoh of the fosr ourricula
who are taking or have taken §t.1

-

q
Classical, . Commercial, Industrial. |, Mixed Totsl,
—|— -
Tupils. Num. Num- Num- Num- Num-
P Num- {yor tak.| Nume oS NNum- o 000 | Num- ‘bcr tako| Num- 40
L iTC |ing the | PORT® Hing the i Ing the .| ing the | O T [ing 11y
ported-Janbject. | PO lqubjeet. | PR lqipiget. | POT | subject. | PoTted i 1.
Third year: o
BONS....evvranns L4 1 ] 0 25 1 15 8 60 8
Girls .. 38 4 4 o uj 0 Ty 3 - 70 6
Total 72 5 10 0 39 | 1l o 8l 130 14
Fourth ye .~
Boys. o0 7 4 2 1 l 15 4 n ] 35 13
Girls....... ceeed| 2 9 3 0 9 4 13 6 491 19
Total......t 31| .s| 1| 24| 8 2% 1oi 84|, 33
i

10nly 4 of tho first and socon] year pupils have taken the sub]oct

Only 32 of the 84 pupils in-the present fourth-year class and 14
out of the 130 in the third-year class have elected American history.
The records of the classes graduating in the past five years show
that fully 50 per cent of the pupils entering the hlgh school do
not reach,the third year and therefore have no course in American -
history. However. those who take the course in industrial history
get an aspect of United Stutes history (ppe.Tab 3 ) :

Tanrk 3.—Industrigl hwrory—Numbcr of pupils in each of the four curricula

who are taking or have taken it}

('lmslca{. “Commereial. Industrial. Mtxed Total .
Pumls. . Num- -| Num- Num- . Num- Num-
' bor - [T ke o', b0 take pr. o taey (T ber bkt (LT hr take
Y ng the ng the o
.' p‘"m“sub]ect. pqned. lsubject, ported. subject, p"'“d",sub]oct. ported. ghject, <
' Becond year: n 3 8 i 4 0 12 1 81 5
s Noys....
airls.... 88, 1 18 1 1§ o 12 of s %
’ 0

“©a

L]
29

i
13

. H

1%
9 3
2

-0
e
o

o
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Industrial history of the United States is offered as a half-year
course in the second vear. Only 7 outg(;f 167 pupils in the present
cecond-year class are taking ity 4 of these are elassical pupils, 2 comn-
niercial pupils, and no industeial pupils.  Of the 17 in the third year
who have eleeted this subject 8 are chassical (7 of them girls), |
commercial, and 2 industrial. The other 6 are not. clu~sified. 1In the
fourth-vear class, four-sevenths of the boys have taken this sub- |
jeet, and less than one-fourth of the girl<. OFf the 31 fourth-year =~ . l
pupils who are now taking this subject, 13 are industrial, 5 commer-
cind. and only 1 elas<ieal; 12 ave wiclassified.

The teacher of this class asserted that i
pupils who hawe: failed in geometry.  That D
of refuge for those who have marked inabili@ in the latter subject
Lt who must have sonfething to do, instead of a positive oppor- |
tunity for those for whom industrial history might have especial im- -
portance. ' ' : : 1

: N :

composed lavgely of
it seems to he a sort

- 3

: 13 . . . ’
JaBLe 4. —Commercial ,v/r’.og)_‘uphz/_ = Number of pupils in cach oof the four
: " ocwrricnla acho are taking or have taken il

("lazsienl, Commercial. Industral. ! 7\“‘(-«(. Total,

Pupils. . Nyme- | ' Num- | .. Num- |~ Nuwm- | Num-

,?\um- ber tak-| NUM- jpar tyk,f NUM- by | Num- 0 Nyme - .
Q bar 16 1ing the | DeN T Iiny thio | PTTe | ng the | PEFFe 1510 Thg | BOT T . e

_ orted. NP ported. . portod. {1° ported. | N8, ported. | i

P subject. atbject. o [subject, SUDJOC#. subjoct.

Scdond year: ol ag -
1oy, o f 1 46 0 12 1 -87 2
Girls. 35 L 18 2 15 0 12 0 80 2
Total.......| 58 "o 2 3| o 1T 11| 4
Third year: ’ & T T
Boys.. 0o 14 0 6 [ 25 1 A5, 4| [t1} - N
Girls.... . 38 I'od 4 1 14 0 1 1| # 0 o2
e o
Total....... 52 0 10 7 'Y Ui Pt 5 10 1K)

. Fourth year: - TE T ’ T

° Boys.. h [IEN 2 2 15 2 1 4 35 N
Girls.ivecennees 24 0 3 3} - 0 2 13 [} 19 n
4 Total........ 3 » 5[ 5| 2 ] Ul 10 84 1
LA e i .‘_...__ B

' e ! No pupils in the first year have taken this subjoct. ' . - .

v ¢ ey sb
.r T IE a[a ol - o = 2 P e
5 - i T AR - e ¥ LT law - or g ~E
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Tantr B.—Commercial Iaw—h'um ber of pupils in eack of the four eurricula who
arc taking oy have taken it, .
e - == A
» . - Classical. \ Commerelal. | Industrial. Mixed. ‘ Tot.xl
! - - —_— ..
Pupils ’ | Nun | : I Num- | } Num- i Num : | Num.
’ l\"m ake U D N ame bR Nume SR Num- e
)OT Fo-  berae be bor re- , ber re-
ortod. -mq the sorted. |qu the L lin‘( the orte ing the Yorted. | lnn the
» subject. | i jsu ubject, |1 llb]OCl. pe “"|\uluu.t |I S subet.
; e ____I [ | i — o
Firs sear : i ’ i
iy 0 o) 2 L
Girls.. i 1 | 13 1
Total...... 1| m -
\ocond year: N
0! 87 2
0 | Y 0
0 167 2
9 0 3
11 70 1 o
20 10,
2 35 10
5 9 % ¢
8 24 > 7 8 *
An interesting feature of this table is the remarkable populm ity
-of commereial law shown among the girls, and especially girls of the
classieal course. .
Tante 6.—~Number of social studics taken by the mewmbers of the present senior
. class during their Ligh-school coursc.
' . N Sori:\i
. S Puplls. - studiey.
—— I Y __,__4: L
No papll has taken . Al 8 .
2 of the 35 boys ond § of thé 49 girls havo taken. . oo 5
b of the 35 boy's and 14 of the 4% girls have (aken... ... od 4
7 of tho 35 boys and 17 of thg 49 girls have taken’ .. ... .. 3
145, 0f the 35 boys and 12 of tho 4 girls have taken, . 2
4 of the 38 boys and § of tho 49 girls have taken. ... .M. 1
= i - e

» It is clear from this.table that the number of social studies offered
indicates little as to the numberstakert’by the pupils. Nearly one- :
half of the boys have taken only two social Sllldl&%, and‘only one- *
fifth of them have taken'three out of the,six offered. - The girls
have taken more; more than one-third of them have taken th,rpo, and .
two-sevenths of them'lmve taken fom'.- But almost one-fourth of the *
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The members of the present senior class have made the following
' combinations of thew social stfdies during their high-school course:

LY 1

TABLE T.—Combinations o'f social studies by the znembers of the .scni:n/ class.

z

|
History—General, English, American, industrial; geography; law. l Boys. Girls,
v ‘ - i » =
Combinations of 6 social studies;
Ceneral, English, American, industrial history; geography; — ............ T — 2 0
™ General, English, American, ———— history; geography, 8aw ... ... .. ... ... .. 0 1
Combinations of § social studies: f
General, English, American, hmo;y; clawo oL R | 1 f
General, English, American, ———— history; goography;, —— ... .. ... ......... 0 1
Gieneraly English, American, industrial history; S B N - 1 0
General, English, —————, industrial history; geography; ——— ... .. ... 00 ; 0 3
General, , American, industrial history; ————; Jaw_____ T 1 0
seneral, ) — , Industrial history; geography; law.. L. : 2 2
General, , American, industrial history; geography;, — .. e el 0 2
§ » American, industrial history; geography; law. ... .. ........ . . _ .. | 1 0
Combinations of 3 social studies. : Y ..
General, English, American, history, | I P s T e 2 2
General, English, A history; ylaw. Ll R reisTszegs e { 0 7
General, English, ——, Industrial history; ———; R oo AT R | 1 2
Ceneral, , American, history; AW e 5 e e [ 1 4
7 General, , American, industrial history; ——— ;7T | 1 0
General, ; , industrial history; Sy, [ W e ¥esromn M reons ] i 0
General, j y industrial history: geography; — . ... . 7T 1 0
+ General, . y —— history, geography: law .. ........... ... ! 0 1
. 4 , Industrial lystory; geography; law ... ...... .. .| (] 1
Combinations of ¢ social studics.
ral, English T TR S A ) 6 . ‘
.(meml:— :Amerl(‘an', history; Y e a5 TSI S ST b 5 3 1 ¢
General, W , industrial history; — e f 7 0
eneral, 4 . history: gebgraphy: —— .. . 0 ... TR, 2 0
General, , 7 history; d BBW s dire e e s sia R ma ! 3 2
—, English, ¥ history; 11— YRS 0 1
——e , American, history; aw 0 1
-, * ——, industrial history; — S S ———— | 0 1
Those taking 1 social study. ] ’
General, -, " history; T DI l 1 3
————, English, s - history; e ‘ 1 0
=y ————, American, ——— his®ry; o 1
X —, ———, ————, Industrial history; 2 Q! =
. e, -, . history; 0 i
e = a
A
Nuniicr of boys and girls of present senior class taking history course,
Subjoa l 0135 Or 49 i
' ' boys. girls.
-— SRS T m—— - —_— - ! —
teneml historv istaken by .. .......... e e ST . 8 P ke o i crecnmsnced) k1 4
Awmerlan history. ... e o e 8T e heE e s e e [ TS ¢ 13 19
* Enalish history ... .. i U — Mg g 9 29
American and Enclish history. . ......... ... ! RPN (] 10
American and industrial historv. ... . ‘ 6 2
Industrial history of the United States. . 20 1

American, Englisl, and industrial history

Conclusions.—The foregoing tables indicate that, while the high-
school course of study is organized in several curricula apparently
to provide for the requirements of well-marked groups of pupils,
-and while several social studies are offered that have special relation

“'J to industrial and commercial life, subjects are not eleeted nor com-

o
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binations of subjects made by individual pupils with sufficient re-
gard to their relation to each other or to the pupils’ own aims and

requirements. The tables also show the wide divergence between

the social studies ofered and those taken. ' :

Too few pupils are receiving instruction in American history.
This is especially significant from the standpoint of education for
citizenship. '

No instruction is given at all in modern or recent. European his-

tory, except a véry.inadequate “amount at-the end of the course in
general history. Social study, other than history, is very inade-
quately provided for.

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION,

Whatever their other values, the social studies. including history,
present rich opportunity to prepare the pupil for citizenship. The
extent to which this 'opportunity is realized depends in part ypon
the organization of the course of study, as discussed in tie previous
section, but even more upon methods of instruction.

Undoubtedly more attention should be given to a consideration of
our governments than is given casually in the Elyria High School in
connection with American history. Yet much of the instruction in
government given in American high schools is of relatively small
value as a means of training for actve. effective citizenship. The
mere introduction of a separate course in government is of small
importance as compared with the development of the full civic value
of the social studies already offcred.

American history—*To produce a fine type of citizen ™ is given
by the teacher of American history as the chief aim of instruction
in that subject. Frequent observation of the work of the classes, full
discussion with the teacher, gnd some slight discussion with the
pupils themselves indicated that an intelligent effort is made to
realize this aim. ) _ N

Opportunity is found to teach the pupils &mething aboiit the
nature of our Government, Biographical study, which may be a
fruitful source of patriotic and eivic inspiration, also finds its place.

‘But the chief point of excellence is that, although the purpose of

helping the class to understand past events and conditions was ap-
parent, a purpose Was even more evident to interpret present conditions
and problems in the light of the past. Instruction in these classes is
limited by the scopé of the textbook less than in any others ebserved,
The starting point of the lesson is just as likely to be a situation

gXigting to-day, or an occurrence of, yesterday, as an event of the . °

‘'period under consideration. And whether the starting point. is in

the present or in the past,-whether it is something in the textbook

.
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and present are emphasized. It is this interpretation, not merely of
the present but especially of the pupil's present experience, that gives
to history instruction one of its chief civic values and opportunitics,
A second point of excellence in_the Anierican-history instriction is
the conscious development of civic traits and habits. There is mor
discussion in these elasses than in most of the classes visited, disen..
sion of a kind to develop judgment and initiative on the part of the
pupil.  An unusual spirit of cooperation prevails. The community
spirit is marked. and the relation between teacher and pupils.is that
" of cordial cooperation for class ends. For example, when the teachor
was asked for certain data regarding pupil activities her pupils were
called into service at once to compile the information, which was
placed at the disposal of the investigator the next. day, and the class

. was interested in the effort. ‘This method of obtairing information

may not seem remarkable. but the point is that it scemed to be habitual '
in these classes: it was a matter of course. that all had an interest in !
the question in hand. , )

Even in the American-history classes: however, there were times ;
when “infornation for its own sake ™ seemed to be the only end in Lt
view { there was not so much spontancous diseussion as there should- «i
Le: the lack of reference books and other equipment prevents the
full development of initiative and cooperation in the preparation
of material for class use. and the pupils are thrown too much upon
the textbook and upon what. the teacher tells them.

It is to be regretted thgt the training afforded by this work in
American history reaches fuch a small number of the pupils in the
high «chool. Perhaps ofe reason for it Is that all pupils have
studied American h in the grammar grades. This point was
discussed by the observer with one of the Amnierican-history classes. B
The pupils showed an unusual appreciation of the relation -that
ought to exist between the grammar-school work and that of the
fourth vear of the high school. They felt that there was not, and
should not be, any duplication. Their greater maturity and widened T
social experience give them a perspective that the grammar-sehoal =
.pupil can not have, c o c L%

F'nglish history.—There are four classes in English history.
Three of these ar® taught by the teacher of American history, and :
the work is characterized in general by the same methods observed b
in the American-history classes, But there is an appreciably greater ;
suggestion of information for its own sale. The, fourth class in i
English history was more narrowly a textbook study. : | ¥

In general it would seem that English history is overemphasized
.. in the Elyria High School, especially in comparison with American '
“%:history, while at the same time its full yalue as-a factor.in the ;

tained... On the other o
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hand, there is almost complete neglect of the subjéct_ in the educa-

tion of the pupils in the commercial departiment. which is.unfor-

tunate, in view of the wealth of material which it presents in close

relation to the interests of this group of pupils. - B o
General history.—The course in general history includes the ent:

tire range of European history from antiquity to the jpresent time. - . -

One of the teachers sail, “ Owing to the immense amount of ma-

terial to be covered. we give very inadequate treatment to the period

from 1815 to the present. The plan followed is c?ssdntially that.of

the textbook.”  The textbook I supplemented to a very slight ex-

tent by outside reading: there is very little’ reference work, and that'

largely by pupils with special topics. There are not enough maps

for all the rooms where history is taught. and"ather supplementary

helps are inadequate. : e 2 N "

The work done has Tittle relation to preseni’ life. In one class
visited the subject was the invasion of Furope by the barbarians.
It was entirely a niemory lesson, and the pupils oxperiénced great
difliculty in remembering the names of the different invaders: and
they'did not scem tex care.  The observer asked the.class; « Why are .
You studying these barbarians?” N L ] '
 After the first manifest surprise at such a question. one pupil re-

* plied, “ Statesmen need to know beeause history repeats itself.”

“But you are not a statesman. Why do you need to know "

After some hesitation others replied, © To learn the origin of our
linguage ; todearn about the development of civilization.” . *

"When pressed, the boy who gave the last answer dehipd that he
had any particular interest in the development of civilizatioh, Think-
-ing of the other answer, the observer asked, “ Have you ever heard
the word ¢ vandal’ before to:day’s lesson?” No one replied to this
for some tithe, and then one girl said she had heard the word “van-
dalism,” and agreed that it came from the name of the Vandals, giv-

I . inga satisfactory reason for it.

*How, many of you read the' newspapers?” Many'hands went up.
“How many of you have scen the word * Hun’ in the newspapers !
in connection with the great war in Europe?” None had. ¢
“Are any of yon descended from the Huns, or the Saracens, or the
Tberians. or the Teutons, ‘or other barbarians mentioned?” The idea
¢ scemed an entirely new ong to the class, and for some time no ‘re-
.xpoT\se'cnmg. One boy finally said that © probably ” he was descended
from the Teutons, . . * .
.. This particular incident may- have little significance, and. certainly *
no gonéral_izaﬁon_s can be made from it. Butit illustrates the impres- - n
. -sion gnined that.most of the work these- pupils ‘were doing.in geéneral -
history-is a-matter .of ﬁhig@erq'stin'g;rgpt’ihe,_'w_ith'nojdii*ect'vs‘mlue»:iix‘;
théir: present:processes-of growth.: . ;
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192 EDUCATIONAL SURVEY OF ELYRIA, OHIO,

l&lshould be said that the teachers themseIVes, as well as the prin.
.« cipa] and the superintendent, are highly dissatisfied with the general
 history course and contemplate a change. They féel that  the period
covered is far too long for any adequaté lmdérstanding by 14-venr-
old pupils in nine months’ study.” and that “the time we can give *
to any one topic is too short to permit any but the most fragmentary-
treatment.” ‘The teachers complain of ¥ lack of freedom in selecting
and omitting topics and in appottioning the time neceded for a topic
without being hampered by thc necessity. of reaching a certain point
at some stated day.” et ' ]
Econontic subjeéts—At the-time of the survey theré was one class
each in industrial hlstmy and commercial geography. The content
of these subjects is vitally related to life and to othor subjects in the
curriculut. - Instructlon in such subjacts should ‘be based largely .
upoh obxvr\ ation "and expcucnce, and should contribute wruch, , |
= directly and lndlle(,t,lv, to civic tr.nnmg In fact, however, the work {
scamed to have Iittle civie value. It is doubtful i it even gives; lio
pupils much usable 1nf01mahon F}cn from the standpomt of men-
" e 0l (hﬂuphm\ these particular’ courses are ineffective. ¢ In ong. lesson, -
o for example, thc sub]cct in commercial geography was “ concentra- .
tion. of mdustrv in the‘United States.”, "A half dozen pupils wvere” -
sent to the blackboard to put on an outlme, consisting of a list of
cdities with their char.ncterlstlc industries. Thq outlines were pluce&
on the board in bad form with many crrofs, It was entlrelv momory
. work, poorly done. One boy know nothing of the subject, and copied
fleo]y from"his neighbors. These pupils were at the board during
miost of the period, getting no benefit from the recitation that was
gomg on simultancously, and theiioutlinés were not.referred to dur-
ing the ponod Mecanwhile the pupils in their seats were engaged in
lecnatlons, in which no thought:whatever was apparent, no discussion
" took- pldce, and little interest manifcsted either.by the one reciting or
by the class. Words were uséd without understanding. leﬁcultles
- wergaput off to be “looked-iip to- -INOETOW. ” )
(Yass work of this kind, taken in connection with the fact that
pupils are placed in the.class in mdustrml history". for no bottor
. reason tlian that they- Kave failéd in geomefry, ralses the ,quostwn
of the uhht’y of offering these. courses, 4t léast.in theiy present form.
Yet'the commercjal and industrial'aspects of geogr aphy.and history,
.or the geogmphmaj and historical relations of economic llfe,. should
occupy un important place in education. They need reorgam/ntleh
_inrélation to the other studes of the" cumculum and to the lifei inter-
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. ECGGESTIONS I'OR A COURSE QF STUDY,

A thorongh reorganization of the conrse of study in both elemen-
tary and high schools ix desicable. The following suggestions are

offered with particular reference to the social studies or those whose -

content has a diveet civie bearing: )
“The organization of the 12 vears of elementary and & condary
education in three “eyeles” 9= ~uggested in the report of the com-
mittee on social studies of the National Education Association ? has
g ©decided advantages. Tt is iy conformity with the present tendency
- toward a 6-3-3 organization, with provision for junior and senior
high schools.  But whether this organization is adopted throughout
or not, the eycle arrangement of social studies still holds good. One
of its ehief advantages is that it provides for a certain comprehen-
siveness.and completeness of eivic training through social study for
pupils who do not complete the entire school course. Tt also con-
forms. reughly to well-marked periodgpof phy~iological and social
tlevelopment in the ¢hild. - ©
(rrades 1-6: The elementary cyele—Tn' this period as little em-
phasis as possible shonld be placed upon the division of the child's
work'into “subjects” especially the formal “ disciplinary subjects,”
and as mel emphasis as possible placed upon the child’s life expe-
rience as the organizing ‘principle of all his school work.? Through
observation, experience, story. and diggssion, the child in this
. period should acquire a familiavity With the natural world: abot
Lim and man’s struggle with it: with chringos thag have occurred in
customs of living: with ocenpational life and the.necessity for indus-
Ary and thrift: with group relations as seen in the family, the school,
the neighborhood. and the community at large, and the necessity
for order, organization and government. Thus, in this period the
whole ficld of social science fthough not as science) is, covered
in (‘l'emont:n'_v and concrete ferms-—~geography. ‘history. economics,
eivies, The formation of civie Il:vhits‘.u’nd the aceumalation of civie
Jexperience by means of vavied group activities bear an important
relation to the instruction given in this cyele.

o SOPRE

'L the first year of the high school with the two grammar grades is to

-z Work offered in both seventh and eighth grades and in ‘the ninth
grido should supply thg pupil with w motive for continuing hifg.
schooling. . This-should bg its relation to real life and experience,
“.The same aspects of life that. have entered into the study of the
earlicr eycle shoul
D < ':.“SQQ_U.:S.-‘B‘
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< Grades 7-9: T'he junior cycle—One important reason foi grouping '

give real continuity to elementary and secondary education.. The

denter info this, but gqu,pmmm@uy and inten: ;
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194 EDUCATIONAL S8URVEY OF ELYRIA, OHIO.

sively. Observation and activity should &till afford a basis for tHe
work. - A well-organized course in communit ics should be devel-

oped in the grammar grades—not a formal textbook study /under

that name but a real study of the children’s owsecommunity, with
observation. analysis, inference as the controlling method,” National
concepts should also enter into the study. Both Earopean and
American history should contribute to the child's unflerstanding of
life in these graminar grades, and geography has itgrelations to both
history and civies as to life itself. .

Iu the ninth year the course in general ‘mtm) should be dropped.

If anyhistory as such is offered in this year, it should either cover a
*shorter period or it should concentrate upon fewer phases of human

development for commercial and industrial pupils; for example,

upon commercial and Industrial aspects of history, and especially of
American history,

It is urged, however, that no history be offered in the ninth year,
nd that instead a course be do,éoped timt will grow naturally out
f the work of the two preceding grades, and that will take gs its
oint of departure the economic interest that is developing in prac-
ically all boys and girls at this age. It also should be based as
fully as possible upon observation and experience, A course of this

sort will be more difficult to formulate than a history course, because:

little suggestion can’be obtained from existing te\tbooks,, but its
value will campensite for the offort. . '

The cotirse should be based upon observation of the occupational
activitics of the comypnity, the Vocations of the children’s parents,
or those in which the children show conspicuous interest. It would
¢Gme to include national and world-wide aspects of industry, trade,
and transportation. It would afford opportunity to consider the
geographical relations of commerce and industry ((‘ommu‘cml geog-

raphy) amd the historical changes that have occurred in these fields
(u‘onomic history). This would obviate the necessity for separate
coMrses in these subjects later, while giving to their subject matter
the spaxk of life. 'Withal the course should have a distinct and con-
/stmt civic bearing, including not only certain elements. of commenr
cial law but such questions as the health of the worker, child lubm,
etc., and the necessity for Government control. -

A course ‘of this kind should not be limited to commiagcial nnd

" industrial pupils, but should haye peculiar value for them.

Grades 10-12: T'he senior cycle.~For the senior cycle thelgencral
recommendations of the National Education Association' colimittee
onr social studies are suggested, as a guide! It'is urged that the
pumcnples there discusséd be carefully considered in planning: &
reo,rgamz:ttxon of the Elyria High §chool, -

. YULS. Bu of Edue; Bal, xm No. 2s."pp 8565 e
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CIVIC EDUCATION.

e PUPIL ACTIVITIES, |
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

The school presents the essential. conditions of community life;
it should afford practice ir community living. Class exeveises full
shoit of their opportunity as a means of civic education unless they
stimulate in®iative in matters pertaining to group heeds, culiivate
a sense of personal responsibility for the group welfare, traih in
| habits of cooperation, and by their very activities afford the starting
i point and the materials for much of the instruction. ’

o (T VT

)

Manual activities Play a very small part i\n elemedtary education
in Elyria. This is the more surprising in view of the elaborate shoj,
equipment of the high school. Tl value of manual work lies not: 0
merely in the manual dexterity it dvelops but also in the basis of
! reality which it may afford for all the other work of the school and

in the opportunity which it presenty for gronp action. This is
recognized in the special industrial class for boys, half of whose tim«

ix given to_manual work. In the clementary schools a small amouht

of manual work is provided in the seventh and eighth grades.

Drawing is taught throughout the grades, though the special teacher,

in, this subject has recently been c]iminateq. Most of this work is
stereotyped and artificial; it has little relution to the pupils’ interests,
- to the life of the community. or to the other work of the school.

In Pittsburgh the children have miade, in connection with their
drawing work, working plans for the improvement of their door-. 1
vards and gardensg that is; they have used their drawing as n means
for actual participation in a movement for community improvement.
In Indianapolis sevéral years ago the school ehildren of the.city
wrote competitive compositions regarding the site of local historical
intesvst most worthy of commergpration by a tablet. This involved
local historical study. 'Whenme site was thus determined, the
pupils in the art depattments of the high schools made designs for
the tablet. The design adjudged the best was adopted for the tablet

» that now marks-the spot whefe Lincoln made an historjca] ‘nddress.
i« The “busy work ” of the children in the carly grades of the Elyria
' » schools is -batren. Certain “well-known devices are used (colored

“pastehoard’ disks, etc.) for teaching number and perhaps for dense

* development. But they are so uspd as'to deaden, rather - to sthinu-.

late, initintive, cooperation, etc. Little opportunity isMffered: for

" natural ‘life activities, such as children engage in, which might be

utilized as a meang of social education; and as a basis {or- the more -
ormal,instruction of the’school. B Ty ol '
‘The list of activities in 'which tfxg‘(;hildr;(}'n of the prim

Eiyriz enguge outside of school §
+.reach-the.upper. gra

s

TR A

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

196 EDUCATIONAL SURVEY OF ELYRIA, OHIO,

and oecupational activities enter in inercasing proportion. The
children enter movesand more into the actual carrent of the com-
munity life.  Ttis just at this time when the social studics. geography,
lnston civics. become a more definite part of the school work, But
there is. in Elyria. little relation between what the children do in
school and what they do outside of school. The schools of Elvria are
working hard by certain methods to puwepare for life. hnt they are
«doing practically nothing to participate in life and o make the life

~of reality educational. Tt is only by doing the latter that the former

can be accomplizhed effectively,
Mucel of the child's activity outside of ool is |>l|\ activity. 'R
ix as much the business of the school to provide for ereanized pl.n Qs

for organized 1nst|uc!mn 1t has deep stgnificance in velation to edu- -

cation for eitizenship.

‘The playgronnd supervisor and the special teacher of physieal
traming were eliminated last vear heeanse of lack of Tunds. The
elementary schools of the city are well provided with plavground
space. In somescases it has not been properly drained and is prac-
tically useless in wet weather.  Plavground apparatus is inadequate
and it has been allowed to deteriorate. Teesskating ponds and tennis
coitrts have been provided in"some of the plaveronnds.  But theve is
no supervision of the playvof the ¢ lnl(hcn except by the principal and
teachers. and this consists of no nore. in some cases. than * watching
through the windows.” oy :

Until a vear ago five of l]l(‘ﬁ()ﬂ] plavgrounds were kopt opon in

the summer and were in chayge of a woman supervisor who m"lm/cd ]

folk dances and gavé special attention to the girls. There was also a
"man supervisor for each playgronnd to direet the activities of the
boys. All of this wax eliminated as one of the first ncts of retrench-
ment.  The importance of the public playground as a civie eduea-
tional factar will increase with the growth of Elyvria as an indnstrial
center, and with the rapid inerease of the foreign population.
The value of gardening as a dircet means of civic edueation is no
less than its valne in other diree tions.  It-represents one of the some-

what limited number of activities in which children ean make an

appreciable contribution to the cconomic and civic progress of the
community at the present time. The beautification of neighborhood
and city, the ntilization of idle land, the conscrvation of ‘natural re-
SOUNScs, an appreciation of m(lustxv and thrift, responisibility for
the care of public property and of property belongmg to others, co-
., operation with the departments of pnbllc health, public works, parks,

Y ete.—these are afong the things of civie importance for which gar-
dening plosonts an opportumty )

A sc])ool sa\mgs bnnk system has ]ust. been mstalled m.the ele:

gy
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school. The civie value of this department of school activity, if
wisely administered. s obvious. =

In some of the elementary schools 4'gooed deal is done by principals
and teachers to cultivate a real community spirit among the pupils:
There isin no school any organized form of pupil governmaent; but
in some cases cffort is. made, with success. to develop-in the pupils
a sense of their own respousibility for the welfare of the school,
the care of its property. and the safety of yvounger children,

This kind of civie inflnence may:be illustrated by the McKiney .
School. where, perhaps. more of this sort of thin®is done than in
oiher schools. The principal i< justlys proud of the condition of the
totlets and other parts of the basement, which are serupulously clean
and with no sign of defacemgpt. Thix is.in part due to. exgellent
sanitary arrangements and to good janitor service; but the pupils
have a recognized. part in it. “The pringipal gets her results by
friendly talks with the boyvs and girls, and by the dissemination
through the school of a wholexome family or community spirit, for. .
whieh she nust. of course, have the svmpathetic Cooperation of the
teachers.

iy

There is in this school 'un organization known ax the “ Cut-K-Cs”
(clean-up-andzkeep cleany. compesed of pupils of the - hree upper
grades, with o captain. Tt looks afier the =chool .grounds in the
spring. and in a measure polices the'schoal.  One boy is reported as  *
hiaving been transfurined, by the captaingy of this . organization,
from a rather lawless individual into a leader with unusual genius
for control, '

. There was' formerly ad;ﬂccnt to this school n frog pond which
" made aceess to the buildind difficult in Lad weather, and would, ac-
carding to the principal. have made it difficult for the fire departs
‘ment to render effective service in ease of fire. 4Ehe boys of the
g scheol went to the chief of police and to members & the courieil and
—obtained a remedy. . :

% At this schaol there is also. in the spring, w]).(tt'js]\‘l\)i)\vn as ““Buryp-

"~ ing Day.® On this day a fireman from the ity dé’[fnl‘t'l}ibnt is de-
tailed to supervise the boys in burning the weeds frem vacant avens
in the neighborhood of the school. “In this schook there is, as i1 all
others, a monthly fire drill, "~ ‘_._:\;f?"_

Excellent relations have been established bet'ween the 'ﬁi}liqg;.andig._s'
live- deparfments of the city and theé Rublic schools. The chiefs of '
both departments have taken pains), ‘c‘pltivnte".'tlig‘:-,--f&hdship of
the school'children. They give 6ccadional talks in the'schools regnrd-
mg public safety and the work of their departments, and othetvise. =~
cooperate in what is really a-good picce of;civic’

- otlier haiid,: the. childrén cgoperate with the

w7 anine Seldan an M o S5 e ‘
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These sporadic activities are among the most valuable civic-educa-
tional jnfluences in the.schools of Elyria. ~They should be organized
ands extended. They Qf)ul(l also be eorinee ted with regular instruc- .
tional work bearing on compumity life and based on observation. It .!
shauld especially be related to such work as that suggested” in the ]
~conrse of study for the sixth 50'1r “Discussions * * * of 1he

listory of .JNyria, its geography, beautics, industries, institution=.” ]
In other words, a” real course in-comnunity civies, ()|;1:\nizml work NN
of this kind would be no ciall factor in justifying the city's slogan, - l%
* Lilyria, the 100 per cent city.” » ) ) é

HIGH SCIHOOL ACTIVITIES,

.
»

. The high school of Elyvria‘offers an elaborate course of manual. .
training. with well-equipped shops. A course in domestic seience is
offered for the givls. Although the boys leardf the wse of tools and
the processes of/h(‘ machine &lmp. there 1 no evidence that the work
is related in any definite way fo the actunl industrial life of the com- -
munity. Noris it related to the other work of the %vlmol There is,
A Aor example, a course inindustrial*history: but it is gjven by a
teacher who has nothing te do with the wihm: al work and who makes
. - no peint of (‘(mn(‘(nun with it.  The cconomie and civie gspeets of
indstry, which nu"ht find an vlh-(lno point of departure in the
school shops, receive practienlly no attention, ' r
What the girls learn of homemaking has, of course;a definite civie
Tue: but it is doubtful whether there is mnel organized effort to
nialy thqm conscious of it. :

«

are ot nnm-(lwl d(‘hmt(-l\ with actual fmum" or gn(lvnln" aetivi-
ties. Neither is <uflicient attention’ given in these courses or in rela-

tion to/them, ta the community problems of rueal life. The teachor
X i chifirge says that in one course some attentioghs given Lo coopera- b
T tiv/agtivgties, suel as (‘4)0])(‘1411\(" lmymg and selling; and that in _‘
snyhther course, largely for girls who expeet to tegeh, about two,weeks  © M
. af theend of the course are given to a discussion of conununity 3
nlaking.  © « i . & -
“he Elyria High Sehool i not ndnnmstorod on a basis of pupil B

self-government.  The principal (\plo%od tho 'opinion that tho
. pupils are not prepared to hssume any large measure of responsi-
hility for the management of the school. It wouldsnot be safe, 6. 4
thinks, to leave the study hall, for example, withbut a teacher in ~ *
charge; chinos would mgn. And yet the study hall'wvas observed )
at certain periods whén-the, lj)O or 200 pupils present were quietly .
at work with no coh f‘usmn,ﬂlthongh the teacher in charge was gbsent
’(rom the room. Thls uppargm xé\.ﬁttgtmq of thé goneral statement .
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] * H -
of the principal may be explained by the personal influehce of -cer-
tain téachers. It 'was notgd that ‘the teachers whose influence was
. tn the direction of pupil Yesponsibility in the study hall are those
who have developed the highest degree of teamwork Jn their regu-
Far cladses., . . 0 °
- 11 high-school. pupils do not know how to assume responsibility
for conduct, it suggests that they need training in this respect. 1f
the high school has one obligation more than another, it is to pre-
pare its pupils for partjcipation in a democracy.  Such training
: et be had only by practice. The high school should give experience
" i self-management in the largest measure, possible, and should in-
crease the opportunity for it as the pupils show themselves coni-
petent for it. S
, -In the eases observed where there was a larger degree of s¢lf--
~-management than nsual there was a suggestion that the motive wus (
p('-rlmps chiefly that of personal loyilty to a particnlar -teaclrer.
This motive 18 much better than no motive, but it is better if right
comntunity condudt spring fromWproper perception of the naturo
<atd meaning of commufity life. This.can be developed effectively
" only by instrietion, based on observation, analysis, and inference,
Instruction and practice in comnnihity life and community fontrol
are needed side by side in high-schiool life. _

The allegation that high-school pupils are incapable of self-
manement is further vefuted by the fact that in (heir own organiza-
tions they do exhibit capability, sometimes rémarkable capability, for
self-managenient. In practically every high schiool there are pupils
with talent for leadership. Why boys and girls organized in a club
almost unervingly discover their capable leaders and proceed to
organize and manuge their business effectively, while .they need *
watching and have no sense of respdnsibility in a study hall or class,
is a question worthy of consideration. It is doubtless largely ‘a .
matter of motive.” The club they recognize as theirs; while th@\

Tave been bronght up in the tradition that the responsibility for the ™

: clags is the teacher's, ~ - S

- 'l'lu-ro.' are in’the Fyrig J ligh School M pupib organizations that

§ "+ are. nmnaged more or fess completely by the pupils with ‘varying
degrees®of teacher supcrvisiqn. oY

. 1,

i

el [4
1. Athietie association—Every pupll IS a fnember. Meetings, two or 'thr'e‘e
n year. Pupll officers electéd by the association : Presigent, vIce prestdent, sec-
retiry, pupil manager. The'latter has charge of all Tonteste, schedules,_and
tickets, nud accompanbes the teams.on all irlps.\ The prinéipal acts as m'f:_m,\
wil the coach 18 a teacher. B R -
Thero. are five schoo! teams:. Football, basket ball,

ming.. There nre glso class tean




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

200 .. EDUCATIONAL SURVEY OF ELYRIA, OHIO,
. . ( . o
The‘athictios Is self-supporting, no contributions being sought from busi-
nessoen or Others {300 now in ireasury. A movenent Is under way to ac-

‘quire gn-athletie fisld, Alumni fnterested, N

20 MY clubs.—Y. M. C. A. clubs for high-school lm.\-.\-:\()ne for freshmen and
¢ sephomores With about 50 suembiers, and one for juniors and senines with about
U members, ’ : a ’

P'urpose, as !\Q‘RLQ\(] by a member: (1) “ Ty clean up the school and the ity
common of all profae Javguage, dirty stories, cligues of bad churacter, and the
cigaretie,” (2 T9 help the®boyx, lhrnfx;:h talks (rom business amd pm:‘rs-«
siopal men, public ofliviais, and others, to decide on a life work.,” (3) Bilfe”
study.  (4) Closer fellowship,  » )

Aleetings weekly at the Y. M. C. A, with a dinner and a talk hy some wman,
follewed by Bible study in charge of a high-shiool teacher, A number of sovial
functions during the rear, .

. JEach club elocts officers from its own mewbers.  Speakers are chosen or ree-
onmmended i)y the boys. Al business conducted] by the boys. AN work and
ancial nffairs planned and managed by committees.  Afl service at nieals under

¥ direction of a committec,

tieneral supervision by boys’ secretary of the Y. M. C. A. Bible class in charge
of 2 high-school teaeher. No other high-school supervision, though the prin-
cipal and the superintendent atfend muny neetings and are in s¥inpathy.

3. Y-Uiclubs—Y. W. C. A. clubs for high-school girls: One for freshmen s
sophomores with about 60 members, one for juntors and seniors with 33
mewmbers, - ) -

urpose, as stated by a member: “To aid cach member 'to be her hest self;
to help the other girl to be her best self; to prowmote true friendship; to maip-
tain a goo('l. sehotarship and democracy throughout the school ; to have the right
kind of a good time and engage in a definite social purpose,”

Meetings weekly at the Y. W.C. A, simitar to JAhose of the HLY clubs,
Clnsses In * Christian citizenship " are mentioned, - The social funetions seem

to be fewer than in the Hi-Y clubs. .
Kuch club elects officers and has committees. Among the latter 18 a com-
~ mittee oncommunity work, under which are mentioned mlssions and gliving und

grade-sehoot” visitation, .

The Y. W.C. A, sccretary has general supervision and directs Bible study,
Usually a high-school teacher acts a8 general adviser, )

4. Beta Phi Club—About 50 members,

Purpose: ** To devejop the literary taste and abilities of the meinbers. How-
ever, this purpose is not carried ‘out, and there is talk of reorganization along
the original lines" :

Weekly meetings with literary programs. "Two of three parties during the

yenr. . .
Elects fts own officers. *1Is supposed to be under the general supervision of
the faculty.” !

PN Engl#iah Club.—With 58 menibers; wh’o are “passing” ln all ‘subjects and
have a grade of 90 or above in English,
I'urpose: “ To promote good English among the members, to spread the gospel
of good Engilsh in the school, to create a taste fom good literature.'s
“ Two meetings each month, Had charge of schopl Christmas entertainment
~ and gave a_ Christmas mask, ) .
cers ‘elected by the club. Committees arrange programs,

The English teachers are honorary members, and ote of them always meets

With the program corbmlttes, \
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* 6. “The Elyrian.”—The school puper. © Nine literary editors, three artists, |
three business managers.- All of these pupils of high stunding, elected by
the pupils Dut reenmmended by the English lbxl(-hors, who have supervision.

7. Orchestra—Has 23 moembers., Plays at all schoot functions, gives a con-
certon the first Monday of each month in the chapel, gives a public concert
g . every year fo ratse money. and gives concerts in kinall neichboring towns.

3 In charge of the music direetor, who consults the members regarding musie
wd engagenments. A pupil is secretary and treasurer and manages all financlal
business.  The principul has renernl supervision,

8. Glee clubs.—One for boyxs, one for girls; 20 members In former, 30 in the
latter,

Practice once a week ; sing in chapel; give one concert. o

Pupil ofticers and conmittees to work with the wmusic dlro(‘-tor who has churge,

I’u})i]s muy get credit for graduation for work in the orchestra
and glee clubs, and for litern ry or society work when approved by
theinstructors. -

Tt is obvious that such organizations as these present oppertunity .
for the training of pupils in group action, in parliamentary proced-
ure.and in modes of self-government.  Doubtless they could do much
more in these directions than ‘they do. Ttis noteworthy that most of
thesec organizations have in the fo groiid of purpose the interest of
the school as a whole. The a,ﬂﬁ:tic and-musical organizations es-
pecially tend to develop “school spirit.” Pupil organizations-become
dangerons only when they divert attention from the fundamental
interests, purposes. and ideals of the school, or when they under-
trine that democracy for which the American high school stands in
principle, ’ b

It is said'that there are no secret societios in the high school. Thers
are two oflicially recognized school social funetions each year, the
senior-junior reception and the junior-senior receptiog. Thes® are
arvanged for and managed by the two classes. with faculty super-
vision. It is said that other % parties * have frequently been given
by and for ¥oys and girls who attend high school, which have been
valled high-school affairs, but which have tended to interfere with,
tadher than to promote, the interests of the school. The school nu-
thoffities have endeavored to-make it plainto parents that responsi-
bility for them does not rest with.the school. The pupils themselves
conll do much more to regulate a situation of this kind than can be
lone by mere prohibition on the part of the authorities; and they
donbtless: would do it, if they were made conscious of the general
social situation involved. C :

Organjzed debating has absolutely no’ place in the Elyga High
School, as far as conld be discovered, -There are no debating classes
or clubs of any sort, It is said that a former administration of the
high schoo] was pbsﬁively opposed to them, for:some reason, Aga
*means of civic training public discussion and &gj_mﬂ;_ have the high.
« &8t vglue because of the stimulus {o study publie  questions, snd be~
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cause of the opportunity presented for practice in team work, in the
s management of the necessary organization, in public speaking, and
' in the use of public documents and other source materials, .

The Young Men's and Young Women's Christian Associations are
among the most potent influences for good citizenship in Elyria. The
work they are doing for the boys and girls of the high school. as well
as for young men and women outside of school. is most commendable.
It is unfortunate, however, that a high school as well equipped in

~ other respeets as that in Flyria should be wholly dependent upon
these assoctations-for the physical training of its pupils. All high-
school gymnasium work is done in the gymnasinms of the two asso-
ciations, under the direction of their physical dirgctors.  The work
is elective, and at present about 50 boys are enrolled. The number
of givls enrolled was not stated.  The board of education payvs to the |
association $2 for each pupil enrolled. L

The Y. M. C. A also attempts, with a fair measure of success, to
provide for another need which the school itself should look after
more carcfully. . This is in providing a place during the lunch period
for boys who do not go honte. These are principally boys who attend
the high school from surrounding towns and rural districts. The
Y. M. C. A has arural club for such boys, who take lunch together
at the association building. The Y, W. C. A. does something similar <
for the girls, . ‘

About one-third of the high-schaoFpupils are tuition pupils, which
means that they come from outside the city limits. The care of these
pupils during their idle time while in town is a matter of supreme
impgrtante. There are in Elyria certain well known loafing places
which threaten the citizenship of Loys who come within their in-
fluence, and which {énd to counteract whatever civic training the
Zchools may afford. The Y. M. C. A. is doing a great work in this
particular divection; but the high school shouli do even more, not by
formal prohibitions against these places, but by providing an effcc-
tive substitute. ’ A 3 5

In the first place, the lunch period of an hour and a half is un-
necessarily long.  An hour is ample even for pupils who go home to
lunch.  Those who lunch at the school or at the nearby Y. M. C. A,

* have time on gheir hands. Bit the long lunch period would not be
80 hadl if the school provided adequate means of spending it prolit-
ably as well as enjoyably, The school gynasium should be a valuabhle
asset in this conneetion, turned into an informal recreation room at
.this time.  So nlso would a well-equipped library and reading room,
with ‘current liternture, newspapers, and books, and a place, in the-
gymnasium or elsewhere, for games of, the quieter sort and for com-
versation.« AH of this should be undler supervision but the kind of

’
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supervision that allows large freedom and. the opportunity for self-
government. .

The high school has a lunch room which is operated by two mem-
bers (pupils) of the domestic science department selected by the
domestic.science teacher. Milk, cocos, soup, and sometimes other
articles of food are provided at small sost. The proceeds are turied
over to the principal, but the girls themselves keep the accounts,
About, 200 take lunch in the room. though all do not buy. The girls
who manage the lunch room receive school credit for it. ‘

Of the 16 credits required for graduation from the Elyria High
School, one may be secured by accessory or home tasks. The list of
such tasks for which credit may be received is rather extensive and ° o
of wide range (see Course of Study, 1914-15, pp. 32, 33)." An exami-
nation of the records of 84 boys and girls who have received sucl
credits shows that the following activitics have been accepted for
from one-eighth of a credit to an entire credit: o

Clerking in store, farin work (sometimes stated in ;:onei-nl terths and some-
times as specific farm tasks), working in shops, mowing lawn regularly through

- the season, care of an automobile, regulnrly preparing meals, making beds, do-
inw the home laundry work, care of horsos and cows, poultry rafsing, d§ting

in fuctory. operating machines, nursing, office work, building, palnting,.shi fng,
arcting as thne keeper, selecting and testing seed coru for 5 acres, sign int-
inz. hookkeeping, sewing, teaching bnskclry,’cannlng frult, entering hat fn
domestle eontest, work in mill, making cement steps, - making tennis court,
travel, with description, work on a lake hoat, attending furnace in a school
building, work in canning fuctory. . ]

This- list is not exhaustive. In some cases vague statements are
made, such as “ worlked every day in.the week,” “ homo work,”!. otc,
The list does not include regular music lessons or work in"the gleo
clubs and choruses, for which a large number of pupils received
credit.  The largést number of credits was giving for glerking in
store (27 pupils), and the next for farm work (16 pupils). Next to
these come mowing lawnsg.shop work, and home work (5 pupils
eich). . '

An attempt has been made to safeguard the giving of credits for
this outside work by requiring advance-approwl from superintendent
or principal, by requiring vouchers from instructors or parents or em-
Ployers, by inspection of work done, or by requiring an essay on tho
sibject of the work done. It is difficult to see, however, why high.

school credit should be given for some of the things done. Why
! . should eredit be given for the ‘mere fact that a boy or a girl has
. _mowed a lawn every week for an entire season! If credit is to bet
. given for outside work it sheyld depend absolitely upon what the
* = pupil gets out of the work in‘ediicatiomil,gglﬁqes,;and this canthardly, .

be'safely determined:by ihe’ers written statement 6F i ‘amplo
or:even -of - parent, .57, TR ; A
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The country boy who is takmg a course in agriculture in the high
school should find a laboratory in the farm on which he works, but
the edycational value of his farm work will ,depend upon how the
school uses his actual farm experience in connection with the instr ue-,
tion given in the school, and also upon the supervision he receives in
his fanin work from some agricdltural or gardening supervisor pro-
vided by the school. The farmer has little time to give organized
instruction tq the boy, cven if he knew how to do SO In most cases
he does not. The same thing is true of the boy or ¢ mrl who finds em-
ployment during the summer, or at other times in the commereial or
industrial life of the community. The school may do more harm than
good by merely giving eredit for work done outside; but if it uses
the experience gained by the boy or girl in the course of such en-
ployment as a basis for its own educational work it will make the
education of the youth vastly more vital.

THE PUBLIC LIBRAKY.

Elyria has a good public libr’ar!y of 30.000 volumes;, which sceins
to bo kept very well up to date by the annual acquisition of new
books in all fields. But it is badly housed, and at the present tinie
1s serving the schools and the community only to u slight estent.
The terms fixed by the donor of the blnldmg have prevented the
library board from selling it or.devoting it to other uses, thereby
per petuating its use long after it has been outgrowr. The build-
ing and site are said to be worth about $25,000 or %30,000. There
is an endowment of $10,000. The first floor of the b'nldm" is rented
to the electric light company for office. use. And untll the past
year (1916) the board of educ.xtlon has.made an anmial appropria-
tion of $4,000 to the library,

The shortage of funds for public-school purposes last *year* led
the board -of education to discontinue its appropriation for the
library.  This resulted in placing the library on a subscription basis,
an individual membership fee of $1 a year being charged for the
privilege of drawing one book per week, and u family membersldp
fee of $3 a year for the privilege of dmwmg three books of fiction
and two otliers per weel. The card holders fell at unce from 4,000
to 400. Moreover, the library staff was reduced from three assist-
ants on, full time to two on half time, in addition to the librarian;
who glves all her time us formerly. The hours during which the
library is open have also been reduced materially. Teachers form-
erly held cards which entitled them to 10 books at a 11me for the use
of their: classes; how they have no privileges other than those of
regular megnbersr Boxes of books (traveling hbranes) ‘were for-
metly sent-to the grade schools and exchanged two or three tnmw '

*

+
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Tt scems remarkable that a city enjoying the reputution for public- s
spirit possessed by Elyria, and as generous as it has beensin con-
tributing large sums of money for public enterprises, shon!d have
allowed the almost complete, even if only temporary, destruction of
the usefulness of its library for the lack of a few thousand dollars.

It is said that the legal technicalities preventing the disposal of
the old library building are about to be overcome, «nd that a site
has been selgeted for a new building.  The librarian, who was trained
m the "New York Public Library and served there and who was

“Hbrarian at Oberlin for several tears, is enthusiastié about plans for
the future in spite of the distouragements of the present. In her
report: for 1915-16 she recommends the development of a branch
system. There is great need for a branch in the industrial and for-
eign district of the city. Practically no provision has been made
by the city for the peculiar educational nceds of this section of the
vity.  Throngh the cooperation of Jewish citizens a beginning has
been made in the collection of a library of Yiddish. bogks, Similar
enterprise in behalf of other foreign groups is desiruble.

The librarian reports that the library is used by elementary school
children only to a very slight extent. The discontinuance of the bix
libraries for the grade schools was a misfortune, for they had an

_ important influence on the readifig of the children. Yet these box

libraries were never made as useful as they inight have been. There
were not enough books to supply the demand. The teachers had
nothing to do with the selection of the books for the box libraries.
No attempt seems to have been made to select books relative to the
work that was being done in the schools by the children.

The high school has a very inadequately equipped libracy of its
own.  Under gny circumstances, however, the publielibrary should
be in a sense ﬁl annex of the highi school. The public librarian re-
ports that the high-school pupils do.use the library to a considerable
extent, especially in connection with the work in English and his-
tory, which confirms the reports obtained at the school, The public

" library should perform a much larger and more definite sorvice in
the education of the youth of Elyria than it has ever performed.
With the erection of the new building, it should be possible to de-
velop a plan of intimate cooperation. ’ S

In connection with the community study recommended by this re-
port for the schools of Elyria, one feature of 'the riew library might
well be a-department devoted to-the history, industries, and ‘social ;
and political life of Elyria and Lorain County. Such department -
should have not only all.available literatuge ‘relating, to-local life,. "

~ but should be atranged for the.display of exhibits illustiativ of that:ia %
*  lifer{The civi yalué of Suicly departrient iight be mads Yoy’ great,

~ %~ ubtonly for the scliols but fo
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& EDGCATION OF THE FOREIGNER,

A new Elyria is growing up west of the riverfof which the. old
.+ Elyria seenis hardly conscious. This is the factory district. Its
poplulation consists of recently arrived foreigners, chiefly of Slavic
extraction. This new part of Elyria will inevitably mrodify, is al-
ready modifying, the community life of the.city as a whole. The
importance of the problem \.vh_ich this new population presents can
hardly be overestimated. It is the problem of assimilating the new
population intg the citizenship of the community to the mutual ad-
vantage of both, < '

The problem is in large measure an_educational one. So far,
Elyria has done little to meet the situation. There is no &chool in
this western distriet of the city. . At present, these foreign children
are concentrated almost entirely in the Franklin\Schoo], with a.few
in the Gutes School. In the Franklin School almost 100 of them are

- reported, four-fifths of them in the first three grades. Why there
are not more in the upper grades is not clear, but it may suggest
elimination because of retardation; for many of_these non-English-
speaking children are overage for their grades. These non-English-
speaking children are enrolled in the same classes with the native
born, and are subjected to the same instruction. The foreign chil-
dren are unable to keep up, and the native-born children are kept
back by their slower classinates. - ‘

Until a school building is provided for the disttict-occupied. by the
foreign population. separate classes shonld beorganized iri the Frank-
lin School for the forcign children in the lower grades until they have
acquired facility in the use of the English language and are able to
_compete -on favorable terrus with the American ildren. But there
is the greatest urgency for a school in their own Jistrict. A tempo-
rary schoolhouse has been suggested, but it has not met with the
approval of the board of ‘education.. A course of study should he
developed that is more closely adapted to the peeds of this group of

children. The aim should be to keep then in school as long as possi-*

- ble and,_ to fit them with care for American citiz,cnsl‘xip. It ‘must be
.remembered that these children afford one of the most effective chan-

nels through which to reach their parents. Instruction should be -

< given them as soon as they are able to understand it, which they will

take home and discuss there, It should include work in community
civics adapted to their-own conditions of life.

+ Excellent but inadequate work is done for this foreign population

by the social settlement in the district, and by the night school con-

o, educted there under the auspices of- the ‘board of education. Such

. evéning”classes for adult- foreigners shottld ‘be-increased, especia

for” teaching. English:and citizenship, and:arrangements should
v : . ; . ?‘_; s : = P 2 4;,;:. b B ?’%‘;u@&t ¥ N
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made with the employers whereby more general and more regular
attendance upon these classes may be secured. .
" Another problem is presented by foreigners, many of them girls
and young women, who live in.surgounding tewns but come into
Elyria to work. Exact information is net available on this point, but
there is evidence that there are many foreign girls who come into
Elyria every day by elegtric lines and work in industries swhere the
conditions of work and life are not always good. It may seem that
Elyria has no fesponsibility educationally for those who live outside
of her limits.” But these girls (and meny too) work in and’ for
Elyria; “the industries in which they\l‘/y‘e employed belong to
Elyrid; they contribute to the communily life of Elyria. Some of -
them will marry and remain in ‘Elyria. The community life .of .
Elyria is not limited to its own bouridaries, but ramifies into and is .
- influenced by that of the surrounding region in a remarkable manner.
There is a civic problem here of the utmost importance and interest.
If the public-school authorities can not landle it effectively alone,
they should at least cooperate with the Y. W. C. A.and the Y. M. C. A,
“and other available agenciés, first, in securing the best possible work-
ing conditions for this class of workers, and, second, in securing the
cooperation of.emp]oyezs‘ in.the organization of industrial clubs and
civic clubs for, both young men and young women, through which a
‘consiclerable amount of instruction could be given. o E

s  TONCLCSTONS,

1. The schools of Elyria make little provision for orpanized con--
structivie training for the responsibilities of citizenship, except as a
by-product of formal studies. ) F

2, The course of study. and the methods of instructior. greatly over.
emphasize mental discipling as a means of preparing for life, while
failing to make the present citizenship of the children edgeational. *

3. Definite, direct instruction in regard to the civic relations and
the agencies of civic life should be given in botM elementary and
high schools to a myuch largep. extent than is now the case. It
shodd be based as Inrgely ns possible npon observation and ex.
perience.  But “the entire curricubun should make*its contribution

* tothe civic education of the pupil. o )

4. The single textbook occupies a too controlling piace throughout
the clementary end high schools, - . -~ . -

5. The educational value of pupil activities, both-in and out of
school. “especially from the standpoint of caucqtion for citizenship,

is not realized mor fully_ appreciatéd in.either: elementary or high

.«-{,«?‘
school. ik WG el Tt T e el e L
* 77 o8 Thegeachiers-of socigl studies are: greatly handicapped by-lacks: -
S {n:?f libEarkbquinpents and matsslal il dast s VR o :
3 4_&‘_*'0 raryieq ‘AN matollatalas, 4 ustian,
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J are apparently ‘unappreciativé of the wealth of matsrial aids avail-
able and that conld be accumulated largely by the puplls themselves _
*  totheir own profitand interest.
7. The public library should be, but is not at present. a valuable
w asset inthe_civie education of school schildren-and of the com-
munity at large:
. 8. Little pn&*on is made to help and supervise rhe teachers in

l(‘].ltl()ll to the vital work of civic eduncation. ‘
.. There is some exceptioglly good<history instruction in the
higll school. But in general the social studies of the high ~chool
) are not m'g.mi7cd or taught in a way to develop their full in-
trinsic civic value or to meet the special needs of (]Ibll]l(ll\e groups
« ., of pupils,

10. The ciie welfare of Elyria demands prmnp. pm\i&ion of
adoqu.lte and appropriate educational advantages for the récently

~arrived and rapidly growing foreign population.
+11. A thorongh reorganization of fhe course of study in both

/ elementary and high schools is desirable. “0

_ RECOMMENDATIONS,
It“is recommended— : :
. That a committee be appointed by the superintendent of sehools
) to roorg.lm/e the course of study in both elementary and high schools,
;, with a view to making civie education a_ more conspicuous dim.
.+ Especial attention sh()uld be given to the continuity of high-school
wark with -that of the elementary school and to the (\(lv plan of
organization, The committee shonld include teachers as well as
- supcl visors of bot lementary and secondary schonls,
. ‘That commuriflly civies be made definitely a ]nut of the work of
tho grannar grades or junior high school.

3. That special attention be given to tlie development of-n conrse
of social study for the ninth year (first year high school) along the
lm(-s suggested on page 193,

That'during the time nocossmy for the dev (-Iopmont of thé said
nmth -year course, a course in community civies be given also in the
) ninth year. The ninth-year pupils will not have had community
J civies in the §m|nmur grndos. This means that for one year, while
the new ninthlyear course is being developed, community eivies would

be taught in both graminar grades and first-year high school.
5. That a departinent *of socinl studies bo created iu the high

school, including history with the other social studies. -

k> . -who would have supervision over the orgnmmtlon nnd }eachmg of the

Sl o L

“social- 8 'tud&gs' n the grammar school as’ well :a8.inthe ‘h;gh~ school

b «é‘ e

Lane
Py

srvice, It is peuliarly important that such provision be made in |

aé; Aise AT %S 5
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6, That a head of the department of social studies be a pointed . -
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Tt is' probable that a competent person for this p051t10n can be se-
lected from the present high-school stufl of teachers, and that by re-
lieving her of a part of her class w or]\, time could be found for her
supervisory duties. withcut greatly increasing the expense.  Somwe
additional confpensation should he given, however, for this super-
\wm work. < t

. That frequent conferences be held for the teachers of the soci ‘1"
.\xudu*s in the high sehool and grammmar grades (or junior and senior
ligh schools) for the disenssion of organization, methods, material
aid= ayailable Hterature, ete. These conferences should be under
{(he immediate direction of the heall of the departmenit of social

un]wc

That the teachers of soctal studies be pronded with mugh-
nmlul equipment, both in library facilities and material aids.

. 'That closer' and more effective cooperation be e.stabllshed be-
tween the publie schools and the public library.

10. That the special industrial elass for boys be provided with

.l“(t(r cquipment. (furniture, books. pictures, etc.), and: that the

tencher of this class be included in the conferenccs of teachers of
social studies.

11. That scparate classes for non-English-speaking children be
organized in the carly grades of the Franklin school.

12, "That classes or clubs for debate be organized in the high schoof]
with pupil management under f‘lClth supervision; and that all de-
butes, discussions. and business miecetings be conducted according to ,
correet parliamentary procedure. -

13. That a large degree of pupil partigipation in sclmo] -manage-
ment b aecorded.

14. That evening elasses for adult foreigners. to inchule instruction
in American citizenship. be organized as mpi(]lv as possibley and that
~teps be taken to secure effective coopcrntlon in the matter from em-.
|>|n\l'l-\ of foreign Libor.

. Thatthé community center and conupunity forum be developgd,
.lll\l lho use of the school buildings for this pnrpo*é’ be granted. ‘

16. That supervisors of play activities*bo reinstated, the simmor
plavgrounds reopened, and the playground apparatus be supple-
menied to meet netnal needs; ‘

61564°--18 - 14 ~




2 Chapter IX.:

SCHOOL AND HOME GARDENING.

-

. -
JFARM PRODUCTS OF LORAIN COUNTY,

o

o Lorain County ig a county of cities and villages. In 1910 tlie total
population of the cities of Lorain, Elyria, Oberlin, and Amherst was
50.179, and that of all other incorporated villages and of, rural dis-
tricts in the county was only 25,838. Because of this large city popu-
lation the farmers have excellent local markets. A comparison of
the farm products of the county shows that general farming, cereal,
forage, and live-stock production rank highest. Speeialized and in-
tensive cultivation of vdgetables for the markets of the cities of the
county has not been developed. The farns are large; and computed
on the basis of cash value given in the 1910 Census, the county
preduces only $5.83 worth of vegetables per capita, or a very small
proportion of the local consumption. Vegetables are high in price

*because of the lack of local protluction. Prices are without=doulit’
regulated to a’large estent by the large city markets in Cleveland, not
far away. A good ilea of the status of vegetable growing in the
county may be obtained fromahe following tables of size offarms
and cash value of the principal crops:

Size of farms in Lorain County. ‘
. .

. o ,
Under 3 ncres_.._____ fmmmen 7 |100-174 acres..._.______‘___.. 760 k
3-9 acres. = 233 | 175259 acres.._ .o ___.______ 205
10-19"acres_._______________ 256 | 260499 acres._____________ L. 06
. 2049 acres__.____.___ m=g-~ 750 [ 1,000 acres or over—______.____ 1
0-98 acres_ oo ___________ 1,291 [ 500-998 acres._.______________ 7
. [ .
Moncy valuc of principal farm products of Lorain County. X
Cereals _.___________ S ER— $1. 448,007
Other grains and secds e e L 12,015
May' and foragel ...\ ....._____._______________ - 916. 200
L} Vegetables __ == el 443, 654
Frults and nuts S Sz ot R 218, 892
o All other cfops . 167,719
< '_x o, P % ! = - - A LY
el e et : 8,20n,0677 .
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SCHOOL AND HOME GARDENING. 211 ;
|
~ CHARACTER OF THE 80IL OF ELTRIA, :
Theland area of 4,075 acres within the corporate limits of. Elyria
is ideal for gardening. With the exception of the cuts made by the

‘two river valleys, the area is comparatively level. Three slight ele-

" vations run across  tlie town, marking the original. positions of the
lake front. The soil is generally fertile, although it differs in the
several sections of the city. The level plain. much of which has been
recently used for grain farming. is heavy ; the tops of the lake-front *
ridges are lighter, and idenl garden soil is to be found on the lots
near the rivers. This is especially. true where the river banks are
lowest along the West Branch.

* Lven in its present condition, p‘racticnlly all of the land™in the
city s well adapted to vegetuble growing. and with soil improve-
went. including drainage on the level areas, very large crops might
be produced. During most seasons, the raint%ll is ample for the
production of crops, if the moisture is conserved by cultivation. To
irrigate a garden for any length of time would reduce the profit
greatly, for water charges are mnade at the meter rate of 20 cents
per thousand gallons,

>~y

: . z
o LAND AVAILABLE FOR IIOME GARDENING,

Although the industrial progress of the city has been m_arl’cod,
land values have not increased rapidly. There is still. much room
for expansion, and the-building lots are of generous size, The ma-
jority of the lots range from 40 by 120 feet to 50 by 150 feet, al-
though some of those in the Gates School district are smaller, aift
the older homes on Middle and Washington “Avenues have much
larget grounds. "Very few, apartments have been built. In 1910,
there were 3,239.dwellings for housing 8,519 families. Only 280
. 4 families were then livin{; in apartments or in dwellings with.other

familics. The population increased from 14,825 in 1910 to 18,618 in

1816, and the increase in number of dwellings seems to have kept

pace with that of population. .

The only section of the city that might be considered congested is
the Hungarian village, to the west of the Fair Grounds. The streets
in tho older part of the city are planted with shade trees, and many
of the homes aro well decorated with flowering vines and shrubbery.

' The newer section still lacks these attractions which help to make

i homelike ncighborhood. There are -few lleys, and back lots
sre comparatively free from shade that -would. interfere* with “pro.

ducti AT A ;
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212 EDUCATIONAL SURVEY OF ELYRIA, OHIO,

from 1,431 children. Of those only 75 lived in flats, tenements. or
apartments where the lafid must be used by two or more families;
practically all other children have some garden space, and-in many
cusesthe space is latge.  The space available for fvnldm\mn in tho
lmmv back vird was measured by 986 children. The average num-
ber nf square feet per child was found to be 791

Neonly availalfle map of the eity had not been corrected to date
and the two distriets omitted were not platted in house lots at the
Sime the map was made. <The house lots of all 40 blocks were meas-
vred, showing that there s an averige of 164 acres of available
sravden Bnd per bloele.  TF this land were cultivated to produce as
lowgan average ax 1 cent per square foot of vegétable foods, tho
tatal production per block would be $7T1E38 With well-divected,

school teachers stated that nearly all thiflren conkd have.a home
garden and that it would be ('ompn'.lti‘l\' easy to Gnd vacant lois
for all children who have no home ground. " Large fracts for school
grardend are also available and could be seenved for small rentals,
The grounds of most of the schools are lafge, but ‘his laind would
serve lh(' greatest number by being Teft for playgrounds.

" Merements nnde by high- srlm«l sludents ln (he mechanical draw ing clns~os
t 9 Nt piutted.

’ 08T OF VEGETABLE FOODS FOR AN X1, YRIA FA \i"lY .

n Mo determinettho cost of vegetables to Elyria familics. the
phee of production, competition of salesmen, and metheds of pur-
chuse of vegotables and small fruits weype considered. ,“These facts
have a (lncct influence on the price of the\fonds to the-éon mer, ani
tho nttempt has heen made to obtuin re{iable figdres threo
sources,  Nine grocers. were interviewed; qugstionnaires were sent to
280 housewives; and the. public-school- teache 'ere nsked'to‘inveqti-
_gate.and report on- the. cost-of ogg“nlﬂe‘;,

med m oné yeng by: fmm of five persons
"' I -,§J/ \'Arw - YA ;\v.-,, "
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SCHOOL AND HOME GARDENING, 213
A study of the grocers’ reports shows a very great variation i
the place and method of purchase. The large stores in the centetof
town obtain their supplies principally through commission hot ses,
and small stores in outlying scctions of the city purchase lar ely
fronethe farmers.  An average of ‘the auswers of al) grocers \ho
reported shows that 38 per cent of the vegetablea sold are ppr- -
! chased of farmers and 62 per cent are furnished to the storckeepers
by commission men.  The city of Elyria dees not have a fargiers’
mavket. The retail price of vegetablgs is fixed as a rule Yy the'
provers. City ordinauces permit farmerd to sell farn prodifeé with-
ot a lieensé, but the number of farmers who take ml\':ml;lfr/& of the
privilege in a systematje way seems to be very small. In geasons of
“aversnpply of eertain erops, the farniers sbli direetly to Ahe homes,
i such selling is intermittent. - The grocers are uganimons in
stating that from'667to 75 per cent 6f all vegetables co;z/sn'ne(l in-the’
ity are sold through their stores. -On this point the/ﬁvel age of the
hatsewives® statements gives 65 per cent {o the grocets, 11 4 per cent
to the farmers. and 22.6 per cent as grown in the home garden.
Although the individual estimates of costs of vegetables varied, the -
averages of the reportssof grocers, honsewives, ahd teachers are re-
warkably uniform. The grocers’ cstimates gvernged $138.91 ag
the cost of canned and froshj-,fzntnh]os for a family of five persons
S for one year; the housewiveS® estimates avergged $135.05; and tho
teachers” estnates averaged $133.57. \\’hen'con\p:\rqd with ofher
foald studies, these figures seem high. but averages here given were
taken direetly from statements received fron f the sources nbove men- ;
tionedl. A similar study was made in Richmpnd. Ind.. in Aprii, 1916.
Berries were included with the canned and /frosh vegetables, and the_
¢ tolal cost for a family of five persons for gne year was estimated by
grocers and honsewives of Richmond at $138.88. 3 '

v

e OUCUPATION OF TIE SCITOOT, CHIBDRED OU'8 OF SCIHOO!, HOURS,

Fnder the direction of the teachers, GI_}L?S hoys and 741 girls of the-
fowrth, fifth, sixil, seventhy and eighth grades reported on their occu-
pations after school hours, on Sat ur<}"' v, and dux"ing the summer
o~ vacation, These occupations were clasgified. Those requiring a def-

inite amount of time cach day. such fs delivering papers, wérk in ”
slores, ete,, were listed as regular employment. It should be noted
thut many of those require only sm#fll portions of children’s time.

Those that were indefinite and irregular, snch as odd jobs, picking of .
- berries, ete., were listed as drregular gmployment. T children also’ - .

stated - how many hours they. were ¢ gaged in home duties per weck S

and whether or-not ‘they wers.paid| for heir ome work. The:re-: <

Ports of boys and girls are shgwn in/se yaratetables,
: B e Y %
S DR R
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Boys.—Of the 685 boys reporting (see table on page 215),186 claim

to have some occupation after school and on Saturday. The occupa-

tions of 40 of these boys wers classified as irregular, while those of

the other 147 were of such a nature as to constitute regular duties..  *

Only 27 per cent of all the school boys have occupations that add .

money to the family treasury, and only 21 per cent had regular occu-

pations. During the summer vacation a larger number of boys are

engaged in gainful occcupations.  Of the 302 who are employed, 218
hiive regular duties and 84 work only a part of the time. In the -
summer, 44 per cent of the boys help the home-income by earning
money and in 32 per cent thisearning is regular. The average weekly
carnings of the boys after school and on Saturday was $1.74, and the
average during the summer vacation was $2.28 per week. )

With the elimination of agricultural activities of the home, thero
seemns to be very little home work for the city boy. The care of a '
furnace in winter and the mowing of lawns in summer are theonly
possible.“ man’s work ” in many city homes. When these occupations -
become the duties of the boy they require only a few minutes two or
three times per day or a few hours once or twice per week. Forty-
one per cent, or 280, of the boys injthe upper grades of the Elvria
elementary schogls state that they hhve absolutely no home employ-
ment. The average time that boys are employed at home is 43 min-
utes per day. Ono hundred and cighty-five boys receive some pay for -

“ home work. ) S ,

Girls.—Of the 741 girls reporting, 40 claim some after school or
Saturday occupation outside the home by which money is earned. In

~the case of 24, this employment requires a definite time each day,
while 16 worked at irregular intervals, The average earnings during
the school term were $1.01 per week. In the summer vacation, 112
girls had gainful employment, that of 63 being classified as regular™ .
. and of 49 as irregular. The average earnings.per .week during the
summer were $1.71. Two hundred and seven girls had définite duties
itM1ome, requiring an average of six hours per week. If it is assumed
that the girls who work at home and in ghinful occupations outside
K the homg are in all cases different individuals, there are then lcft
’ 422 girls who have no employment whatsoever.
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.
Numbder of children employed—By schools,
BOYS.
) h After school. . In vavetion.
b b a 5&3
3
. 3 1 |2 [353
Y 3 . 5 B, Q ®o
53 s | 8 |5% g < | 4153 E ggg
Bchoel. HEIERE RS ag |5 |85
§le g 83| 8 B8 | ¥ i3
e . 5 S £ . 5 g 8 |2%3
= Pt & a 'E & 2 a . [ ‘E.z::
22 & g 3| 2 & g k3
g g ® g g e 3 .3 e
AR AR AN R 5 359
= F s [ 2 ]
i3S |8(f[3|8s|k g (Eg
=1 i) 3 ~ - < ® [ 2
& & | 2| E |2 el | 5 1< |2 |4
Hamiiton. . . ol 3| 1w 8| 81.86 62| 3| 2|sam|
Frankiin 19 52| 3 13 1.85 W| 65| 28] 2| a2 4
McKniy 12| B2 0 | 20 68 4| n|lam| ¥
Garfurd... 3 2 of 150 4 ¢ o 138 7 7
Ridge. 5 4 -4 0| 13 5 5 o| 1.66| 18 4
Gates. .. s 29| 2% 2l 2n I 2| N 5| 25 b 3 4
Jeffefson. ..... % 2 15 71101 @ 35 0| 2228 % 6}
Total............ 685, 180 | mi 40} .74 ! 302‘ n8| w 1n| | s °
i iy -
GIRLS s
. . ' - 1 .
Hamllton............. 12+ 1 1 0 $3.00 -] g 15842} 132 8
Fraoklin. .. oy 13 a8 el 1op 20[ 1 5| 228 30 &
McKjaley . . a3 5 3 o 105 | 2| 15| L4 53 5
G 2 0 0 ol "o 1 1 ¢ Loo 7 [
- 60 2 2 ol 100 7 3 il LE| oa 1
Gates. ... a1 5 2 3| s 1 4 1| L70| = 9
Jeterson. ... . 11000 n| 1 1 13| .38 13 10 1| 26| 35 7
Total........ ] M| e} 18 0] 12| e&| o wn| 20 s
. . . e
Occupations of boys. > iy
Alter Tn . g After In
Occupation. achool. | vacation. || | Occupation, school. |vacation. '
Pons i —
S QOWSDEpers........... 88 | 64 || Adelovator boy...s........... 1
Wz)rk D stores . 31 Jg *Ad orrand boy.......: 3 g
25 4
- It .2
.3
1
a.
1
1
1
- ————— s t'
Total.....ceeieenennnd]. 188 ™
——— -

The total number of boys reporting was
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Occupationg of girls. -

¥

1 » 1 -
: L' Atter In : I After In
Ocenpatios, ! sehool. | vaeation, Occupation, | schqat. voeati o,
= — — o = R — — |
Housework ... ........... i o | 19 | Carfyidgwash .. ........... | 1 | 53
Store work .. B 12 2 | Workonfarm.................... . 2
Aserrand gir i 175 Work inshop................. [ ——— | 4
Nursing..... .. 3! 13 | R orkinlaundry........ ... | 1 1
{ tunely 3 " rapping gum ro v
l’m&bmics. 151 Canvassing . . 1
Office work.. ST 1 ' Selling vandy ' .......... 1
vracheting................. 2 Other occupatiol 2| N
'atcl shtosell............ ... | 1 ——
*iling tickets in theater..... . Soieem 1 Total......ovvviiunnon, 40 Bi2
tardening........... e | 2, .
L ;
The total mumber of girls reporting was 741,
3
Juvenile court offenscs from the scveral municipalities of Lorain County.
|
. y i'ercent-
. N Pepula- Ter cent 8ge uf
[ N of total | .98 1
City. d I tion in i juvenile
° 1910. | PORRA | Deanr
: cases
—s - ———— — — —I -—
Lorain T ) T W O e e /3| 30 57.2
Elvdla. ... . 14,825 19.3 I8N
Ol:erlir 4,365 5.7 1.3
Amberst .8 .. spy - 2100 2.8 D
Other incarporated villages and rural districts . . 25 5% 34.0 7.5
Totalincounty......... Q0N 0 NE A o rints 1 Mol SR P Y oT6.087 100.0 100 0

RELATION OF IDLENESS TO JUVENILE OUFENSES.! N

Since the establishment of the Lorain County juvenile court April
14, 1913/ ollicial eases have been filed agninst 247 individuals, A per-
son haying more than one case charged against him has been counted
but once. Of those before the court, 177 were boys and 70 were
girls. . That juvenile delinquency has increased with centralization |
of population is shown conclusively by the fact that 57.2 per cent

.of the cases were from Lorain City, 18.8 pex cent from Elyria, 11.3

per cent from Oberlin, 5.2 per cent from Amherst, and 7.5 per cent
from all other, incorporated villages and rural districts. When the
1910 census was compiled, the population of the four cities was
50,179, while that of the other villages and rural districts was 25,857,
and yet the relation of juvenile court ‘cases is 92,5 per cent for the
cities and 7.5 per cent for the villages and country districts. ‘
In studying the individual official cases, the causes leading up to
the offenses have beein more interesting than the cases themselves.

‘Of the 247 cases before_the cort, the cause of 155 was given as bad
_associations, gangs, or idleness; 68 per cent were brought up before

1The juvenile court Ju.dze and chief ,probn".lon officer cooperated in the preparation
of this M_actlgn. Both epent much time it stodying and tabulating the caurt records. A
part df th_(;_ugt@p {s'ap abitract of their report, 1
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the court through drink of parents, poor home conditions, or deser-
tion. 1In more than half of these last cases, the children wers very
young and the fault rested with the parent and not the child. Desire
for adventure was given as the contributing cause for court action
against 10 children, drink for 5, immorality and degeneracy for 6.
aul stubbornness for 3. Idleness, which has fostered the formation
of had associations, has been the cause of 62.75 per cent of all the
ci-es recorded. and of 86.5 per cent of those that were clearly the
aitlt of the child. :

Causcs of jurcnile courl cases.

Children.

Desertion or poor howme conditions oo _______._____________ G8
Idleness, bad associations, gangs____________________________ a_ 155
Adventure. ool . 10
ik e [+
Immorality ____________ A L 3
Degeneracy - . 3
Stubbornness_________________ = 3
U 47

Aside from the definite court records, the juvenile court officials
lhave furnished the following ndditional information : .

The foregoing official cases represent only a part of the work of
the juvenile court officials. During the same period there have been

about 600 unofficial complaints covering-truancy, minor offenses

against law and order, and slight acts of misconduct which have not
been taken up by the court, but have required personal interviews
and official calls by the probation officer. No official record is made

of these minor offenses, and “only cases of severe and semisevere na-

tre are called to the court’s attention. Of these trivial crimes and
petty offenses, the”probation officer estimates that not over 25 are
from the strictly rural districts, 100 from incorporated villages, and
the balanes of 475 from the larger villages and cities of the county.

The number of offieial cases increases with the age of the childe”

As the child becomes older, the offenses become, more serious, and the
court must desl more severely with them in the interest of law and
grder.  From birth to the 14th year (see table on page 218) only 95

~cases arg recorded, and of- these 48 were the fault of parents or

’

. .. cides exactly with the h_eigl}t Jof tl;q _period of gsthqlqgical

guardians. * From 14 to 18 the records show 152 official.cases. In the
caso of the unofficial offenses, the larger number, 450, are committed
in the 11th, 12th, and 13th years. In the majority of these cases the
child is not conscious of wrongdoing and, what to society. is & mis-
demeanor, is to him only the spirit of play. It is interesting to note
in this\connection that the height of ltheﬁunoﬁici_al.court.oﬂven‘ses coin-
intereat:

>

r
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-

Ages of the children brought to the atlention of the. juvenile ecourt.

|
Unofficial
cases.

cases,

Birth to 10 years of ago, fnclusive. . : ¢
1,12, and 13 yearsofage........
land 15yearsofage, . .. .:
16and 17 years ofuge. . eeeaireteeraren

Total. . ooviiiiii e >

: Ages of children, ) , | Official
I
|

EFFOKTS TO PROMOTE GARDENING.

The many gardend at Elyria homes and the comparatively large

number owned and cared for by the children themselves may be attrib-
" uted in great measure to the work of the members of the Elyria Home
Garden Association. Very few of the children, however, do.garden
work to earn money.” This association was organized in March, 1907,
and its_aims are (1) to make wasfe places of "the city useful and
“beautiful; (2) to give knowledge of gardening for pleasure and
profit; (3) to'train children to culfivate the soil and to call attention

~ to the educational and economic value of soil enltivation.

For the first few years prizes were given for the best home gardens .
and committees from the association visited and judged the gardens
for which prizes were claimed. During two garden seasons & trained
gardener was,employed to oversee the preparation of the soil and to
give advice to those who entered the contest. As the city expanded
over a wider area, it was impossible for the visiting comndittee to give
the time required to visit the gardens of all contestants. - The prize
contests were then reorganized, A fair was held in the height of the
productive season and prizes awarded for the best displays of flowers
and vegetables. These garden fairs are usually held in'the Young.
Men’s Christian Association or some other centrally located building.
Ninety-six exhibitors took part in the contest in 1915,

The Home Garden Association has also distributed packages of
sceds to the scliool children, 14,000 packages being sold to them in
1915 at 1 cent each. Because of the unfavorable weather conditions in
1916, tho exhibition contest was not held, and the prize money was

_used to purchase 700 flowering bulbs,.which werg given to the schools
for school-ground decoration, . S i

.

AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS OF TIHE HOMES TIIAT MIGHT BECOME S8CHOOL~
DIRECTED PROJECTS, \

-8 Of the 1,431 children, 435 have gé;f]ens of their own at home.
. S At 770 of the homes of school children reporting the parents or chil-
b L iy L ¥ : - . - ha) - . .

i, ' Few of the children cooalder gardening.as an employment brioging Gnancal returns.

Many, of. them seemm-to Have limited: thelr-garden .work to  the .demands”of. the- prixe.
contoata; * e R RPN e A
d R
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dren made o garden last year. It was impossible-to gtt am exact re-
port on the products of these gardens, but the average money value
seems to have been small, for the gardens were planted to crops which
take much gréund,! and cempanion and succession cropping was not
practiced.

Poultry was kept by either parents or childrenr in 185 homes,
pigeons in 48, and rabbits in 91.

Agricultural interests of the *c that mv’ght become school-directed projects.

ren rted. home interests,
I . Children repo {:2:3?1%3 Children Other ho terosts,
Schools. ‘e« |whoown
dren’s a garden .

e Boys. Qirls. | Total. | gardens, {38! ‘| Poultry. | Pigeons. | Rabbits,

91 102 T 193 118 68 24 5 13

169 171 340 150 ] 21 8 13

152 14 0 151 91 k] A 19

28 2 58 al 2 7 1 2

[0} 60 120 .M U 2 4 16

98 124 2 124 67 41 13 9

90 H2 202 131 n 38 10 16

.......... . 689 .2 1,431 770 435 185 48 91

LABOR INCOME OF ELYRIA WORKINGMEN,

The earning power of the wagec-earning members of a family has
much to do with the possibility of cducating the children of that
family. If this wage-earning power is low, the chances are that the
children will be obliged to lenve schdql to become wage carners be-
fore they have received sufficient education to make efficient citizens,
The labor income has increased during the past year, but in most
cases it has not kept pace with the increasing prices of commodities
and the cost of living. In the poorer families any money that can be
carned by the healthful, educative-employment of the children during
vacation hours will tend to increase the length of school attendance
of the children of that family. The following table of Iabor in-
comes of workingmen has been compiled from information supplied
by the leading employers of labor in Elyria: 8 :

Unskilled labor, lowest type, 10 or 11 hour QY e e $2.

v Uuskilled labor, average type, 10-hour day. .. i 8.
. 4

5

(1}

"Unskilled labor, higher type, 10-hour day
Mechanics, 8-hour day : 4.00 to
Bricklayers, 70 to 80 cents per hour, 8-hour AOY e 6. 60

City employees, many of low efliciency, 8-hour day.

g28288y

In Middle wéctefn towns  vegetable gardens arc usually planted on ﬂe[d-crop plans
and yleld less tban one-third of the amount that could be produced by intensive methods,

219
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2

NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHO LF\VE SClI00l, BEFORE COMPLETING THE

EICGIIT GRADES,
!

The reports of school principals show that An avernge of about 20
pupils, nearly” 1 per cent of the enroliment. leave school cach year,
The principal cause of leiving is loss of interest in «hool work op
financial neces~ity. Considering thc size of the city. this niimber e
not farge. The grade schools Tack i ~pecial interests asid aetivicies
that bold the “ hand-minded = ¢hild. This work is specially featnrel
i the high school. but that is too far aw av to scem attainable o the

“rotavded pupil, especialiy ar the times when he fails to gain promo-
ton. Only a <ol number leave beeauge of financial neeessity, T
it is important to make an ¢ffort to continue the seliool life of thte few
Ly aiding them to earn while still in schoal. The recognition hy the
svhwols of the special active interest of children would do minh to 3
retain those who leave school beeause of loss of intorest,

BOY FIOOD (.)('(Z'LTI"\’I'I().\'.\‘ OF SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS MEN OF ELYRIA,

Mr. Patterson. president of the National (a-l Register Co., of
Dayton, ()hlo makes the {ollowing statement in regard to thc -
ing of clu]dwn gardens by ghat company : »

After an investigation-of the suceesses nnd failures of the men who Lind heen
boys with e, T was npregsed by the fet that there had been senreely o fail-
e among these boys Who had been roesponsitde for some farm or it

¢ chures.™ T deeided that in a very rongh neighhorhom! 1 wonld nutke the ex.
pmnnont of n\in;.: the surplus energy of the hoys in practical garden work and
et fhiem have'the products of their ste: Wy work nnd business encerey. © So geat)-
fying was the result that the garden is to- day a mavked foature of the w wl'.m‘
work for the employees of the Nutional Cash Rowister Co. .

In order to compare the hoyhood Gecupations of the suceessful hi<i-
ness men of Elyria to-day with the oc ('lumtmns of children. now in
sehool, question blanks were sent to H business men whose names were
firnished by the seevetary of the-chamber of commerce, Replics wore
received to 29-of these questionnaires.  Tive men spent the pvrlml of

. their youth between the ages of 9 to 14 in the city, 12 lived in, vil-
lagexand 12 lived on farms. Eleven l)()\'\ were employed in ocenpa-
tiois ontside the home. 3 of whom were farm boys working in
town. Of'the 29 hovs. 24 state that they had regnlar home (lllll(‘\
and only 2, both from the city, claity that they lind no regnlar duties

- cither'in the home or outside. Tt is interesting to note that, of the

. 12 farm boys, all had regular favm chores and 3 earned oxtra mounev

0 in tie village, Of the 12, vill: age boys, 11 had home duties, such ng the-

.- curcof n horno. cow, poultry; or'a g.mlon, and the t\selfth had em-

) _ plovmeut outside thc home, :

In regard to the duties of hxs emly hfe. onc of the mién; addcd th'-
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no idle boys in those days. Every household contained one or more
hoys who were kept busy.” 3 :

THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY HIGII B8CHOOL IN TRAINING PUPILS FOR *

COUNTRY LIFE,

In the Elyria High Schod there is each year a large group of
tuition-paying students from the surrounding country districts. In
1910 there were 161 of these students; in 1911, 187; in 1912, 171; in
14, 1665 in 1915, 202; and-in 1916, 183.  Of the total enrollment of
fii2 high-school students in the fall of 1916, nearly one-third, 183,
were out-of-town .students. All of these students come from farm
homes or small rural villagesand should have the opportunity to
study voeational agricultural subjects. City students are well rep-
resented in agricultural classes, as one-half of the number enrolled
are Elyrin boys and girls. One high-school teacher gives his full
feaching tinie to agriculture. The agricultural coprses now given in
the high school do not foran the center of a completr. course of study,
hut students in any of the four courses of study (classical, scientific,
commereial, industrial) may elect the subject during the junior and
senior years. Five courses are offered. one in general agriculture,
three in horticulture, and one in animal husbandry. Because the sub-
Jeet is elective in the last two vears of the course,‘the same students
~eldom complete more than two courses, and it is impossible to lead
the pupils to a definite end by a serics of progressive interrelating
stops. - Agriculture hd become subordinate to other conrses and it
1= not tanght as a major course. from n vocational standpoint.” This
lack of systematic arrangement of courses and the fact that home
projects are not required has led, in some cases, to the election of agri-
cylture simply (0 make up a required number of credits, Fifty-nine
per cent of the students taking agricultural courses state that they
clectes] it for its cultural value, 28 per cent: for its vocational valte,
and 13 per cent because the State law requires all teachers to study
the subject.” :

The agricultural classes were visited to determine .the relation of
the agricultural teaching to the out-of-school activities of the pupils.

actly half live in the city of Elyria and half .were from the country
distriets. " Of the city students, 26 were emploved in moncy-earning
occupatjons ohtside the home, and 15 had some regular work at home.
Not any ‘of this,work had direct agricultural bearing.” Of the coun-
try students, 45 hind home work and 1 'w(x:;)i?ﬂploycd- away from tht.‘
.None 6f the city students have home profects from‘;v'v}ilic]} they

-the_profits, . while: 30 ¢ountry students Ye_soma, form ‘o

ofits,

.

Of the 112 students present on the days the clastes were visited, ex- |

receivel 4

s
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conduct 8 home project under. the direction -Tkthe agricultural
teacher. - :

VALUE OF 8CHOOL-DIRECTED HOME GARDENING TO ELYRIA CHILDREN.

- Fconomic.—Reports were received from 1431 children, 986 of
~ whom could have home garden plats of 1,000 square feet or more. All e
children who have no back-yard space could be supplied with space
-on vacant lots. If all the 1,431 children were taught to make gardens
and each child grew ‘an average of $20 worth of vegetables a total
value of $28,620 would-be produced on waste land by children who
now waste most of this time. Considering the amount of land avail-
able, many children might net as high as $100 per season for their-
garden work and the average for all might very easily be made as.
much as $50, a total of $71,550.

One teacher is able to direct tho garden work of from 150 to 200
children, and from 6 to 3 trained teachers would be needed to work
after school, on Saturdays, and during the summer vacation.. An
additional salary of about $250 would probably be sufficient for the
extra work of each of these teachers, or a total cost to the school
department of from $1,500 to $2,000. From a purely financial stand-
point, an.expenditure of from $1,500 to $2,000 for a return of from

BN $28620 to $71,550 should be good business, In case the children
average a net return of only $10, the net money value to the comn-
munity would be $14,310, or from seven to nine times the cost in
teachers’ salaries. ) ' -
* Health—To improve the health of the children through eut-of-door
exercise would be of enough value to warrant all expenditares for
garden teaching. To be mentally strong, the child must be physically
healthy. A child working with feet in the soil, head in the sunshine,
and lungs filled with fresh air will have redder blood coursing
“through his veins, eat better, sleep better, and ‘grow .into stronger
manhood than one who worls in mill or shop or idles his time away,
. The most real of all experiences comes to the child through accom:
plishing a worthy task that has definite relation to his life. L
. Mental training.———Mo‘st of the‘@resent-dny city occupations open. .
- to children usually cease to be educative when.they become prodic-:

'~

tive. In the shop and factory, the same thing must be done in exactly = *
-the same way, day after day. In the street trades, there is very litfle
chance for real occupational growth, and the acquiring of the “busi- |
. mess sense,” commonly spoken of, is often really the formation of :
habits of taking advantage of, or defrauding, others. In. the gaiden, i
~ ¢.on the other hand, conditions are not the sargé from hour to hour.
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with nature’s forces and learning nature’s innumerable lessons; and
at the same time contributing much to the comfort and pleasure of:
others, '

Habits of industry.—Of the total number of children,, 1,426, who "
reported. on cceupations, 15.8 per cent worked during the out-of-
school hours and 29 per cent were employed in the vacation= The
‘time of both boys and girls was occupied less thaa one hour per day
by duties in the home. Studies of the out-of-school employment of
children seem to show that, as the city grows in size, the possibilifics
for productive occupation decrease, and. thai the decrease is in direct
ratio to the size of the city.

. The boy without tegular work is apt to become the man without o
job. “In order that the man may be a successful worker, the child
needs real occupation when in the habit-forming period. The cul-
tivation of the back yards and vacant lots of the city would furnish -
regular occupation for many children who have no occupation or
have been cxcluded from harmful pursiits by child-labor laws, ;

The making of a successful garden requiresfdaily’ work. Weeds
must be subdued, the soil must be mulched, an crops must be har-
vested at he vight time. . From such regular work the: child forms
early the Habit of industry. _ . '

Moral influcnces—No other one th) g reveals qpite so clearly- to
the child his place in life's plan.as work) with living, growing things.
Through the use-and sale of garden prgducts, he learns to value dol-
lars in terms of labor. To learn to earn one’s own living: honegtly
is 1 fundamental basis of morality. The evil: of community, State,
and Nation come not from'those who have ledrned to Tive by their: °*
own labor, but fromn those who wish to profit only from thg labor of
others, ' -

BUMMARY OF FINDINGS. . -

.

1. The farming district about Elyria does not furnish enough veg-
etable food to meet the demands of the city. Thus, there is a good
opportunity for vocational training in- intensive gardening., - .
2: Within the. city of Elyrta the greater part of the ground is \"
fertile and well adapted to the production of vegetables unger inten-
sive methods of cultivation. _ S 2
3. There is enough land available for all children in the public
schools to have all the space which they are able to cultivate. Only
a-smali percentage of the children live ‘in, apartments, flats, or tene-
mehts, and it would be comparatively easy for teachers to find cnough .
space for these ‘children on the large platted areas which have not -
., - Yet been built upon. ' The most congested srea, the Hungarian vil-- 5
. slage, has opén ‘arens.on all sides, besides a large ‘plat owned by. thé
3 7Bubllc school department, which might be used for ehild
r_futiily garden plats.” atod th
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could visit all the gardens of the children without travelmg long
distances.

4. The cost to an Elyria family for vegetables is such that it would
be of great economic value if a large pavt of this food were produced
m the back yards or on near-by vacant lots. ;

. Twelve hundred children have no regular money-earning work
:nftor school hdurs and 1.012 are not emploved during vacation.

6. Tdleness has taused the largest number of the official juvenile
court cases by the association of the boys into gangs or with older
rien or women of bad repute. Of the 600 unoflicial cases handled by
the probation oflicer, the greatest number of offenses occur about the
twelfth year, at ex:;ct.l} the age at whichif is casicst to arouse inter-
e=t in gardening.

©. Much interest in gardening has been created by the efforts of
the Elyria Home Gardeén Association, but because of (he growth of
the city the work now needs to be put on a stronger financial basis,

8. Because of the large number of home gardens, condncted either
by pavents or children, and the large number of small animals kept

for their cconomie value. it would be very casy to :>tmt hmuo ]m»]o(t

\\mk with the present equipment.

The labor incomes of Elyria workingmen, although }\l"]l(‘l lh.\n
fu-mmlv. have not kept pace with the inereased price of commadi-
ties and are not suflicient to pay what ought to be umxu]ore(l necess
sary expenses for their support of their families.

10. The children leaving school each year beeatise of the cconomic
conditions of the home might be retained in school if these ehililren
could help support their parents by their work during out-of¥school
Lours. ' T

1. During their boyhood. the ‘business men of to-day were very
largt]\ engaged in home duties of an agrieultural nature. With the
increase in the size of the city and the elimination of agricultumal

" aetivities, the amount of available work for c]nldmn has lw('n very

.‘3(,]100] come from the surrounding country districts. Under the pres-

much reduced.
12. Nearly a third of the stud(‘nts opm]lcd imMhe Elvria ”l"h

ent arrangenfent ()I agricultural classes, these students are not re-

ceiving \Iltl\f.\L’(OI\ training for couutxv life. The present courses. -

arve very largely of an academic nature and have very little real in.
fluence o1t the home work of the boys andegirls, especially during
thé vacation periods. when the direction of home pro;ect \\ork
should Le of the-gieatest value, .

RL( OMM ENDATIONS.

-
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The quchct should form tho center of a course rather than be an elec-
tlvo in many courses. I

. The agricultural instructor should be mnploved for 12 munths
ndn year 0

8CHOOL AND HOME GARDENING,

3. The full time of the agricultural instructor should be gl\en'

to hls sul:Jc( {, and he should not be burdened with other dhities.

The conrse should be o .lnun"od that l)v combining the stu- .

dn-n(s graduating in“odd years in a single class and the even- -year
pupils in another elass one instruetor could direet the project work
and study of each of his pupils during a full half of the school time
through a four years' course, lho follomn;z diagram adapted from
the bulletin of the M: \\‘xl(]msvtl\ Board of Education, 1912, No. 4,
will make this niethod of class gluupnm clear.  The pm]ects recom-
mended in this' chart proceed from the simple to the comp]u and
form a logical'method of approuch to the’ blll)jLLt They afe: Kitchen

warden, fivst year; small animals. second year; farm gnimals and

fn*m Crops, third year; and fruit grow ing nml market gardening,
fourth year. :

A METHOD OF GROUPING (‘.L.\S.\‘I},ﬂ IN AGRICULTURB.

’—ﬁ_'_ =
| ‘ School years endxng 1918, 1920, and other even | School youl ending 1920, 1923, and other even

First and second year pupils, one-half school | Third and fourth yeu pupils, one-bhalf school
time. g time.

ereeiiiens. vesesecnns “eebercerirrtrngetaerennaeen L4t erttetetitieetettitreccoottcctnnnttann, .

'Agrlmltunl sclence and projects applied to I Agricultural scionce nd projects nppued to

a givea community: . a given community:
Litehen gurdening: Vegetables, small fruits. Farm animals: Types, breeding, mmagomeng
Ornamental  planting: Shrubbery, flowering | Farm bulldings: Sanitatlon and convenjonces,
plunts, luwns, plans, construction, upkeep.
Furm shopwork: Making and repairing for horné | Furm crops for keeping the animals—rotations,
uind sehool use hotbeds and cold framcs, ete. Lalancing, cultivation, etc.
- : Farm machines and implements—their use md
. repalr.

. i —
School years ending 1919, 1921. and other pdd ' Schoof years ending 1921, 1923, and other odd

| years. . | years.
| Fitst and second yoar pupils, ope-balf school ' Third and fous (b year pupils, one-half schdot
i time. = ) _ time. .

D I AP teseettiitieanabecevatoagacitecnnan oo,

Agricultural’ sclonce and projects app ied to Agﬂcnltnnl sclence and pro]oou :ppued to

a given community: a given commuaity: :
=mali animals: Poultry, gheep, sv.inc, bLees— | Fruit growlng: Orcharding and small lrults not
tyyles, breeding, mnnagemont muom,etc hofore, deait with—propagation, cultivatiw,
packing, ete.
Ilnlldlngs and.equipment for -mall animals— Market gardening: Hvkeu, soils, aeeds lerlm- i
plans, cost, ete. - zers, lﬂl

1lome-grown crops for small anlmals—kiads, Bulldlngs md,upplkmees Plans, dovicas lm‘ !
quantities, sceds, soils, placo in form crop, {  plements, and wmachines—cost, we, and up-
rotation, fertilfzing, tillage, harvesting, storage. koep. -
Farm shopwork and ober construction, . meuhoj)work pnd o&h&omstmot‘on. R

t  years. " years. &

§

i
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Al high-school students in agricultura]l courses should be re-
P quired to conduct home projects, and credits <hould he withheld until
the projects have lwen completed and approved by the instructor.

+6. The students in the high-school amicultural departiwent shonld 4
give ]nlf tinie to the s(lul\' of agricalture vocationally an@@half to
the study of cultural suh]w ts. The following division of time rocom-
mended in the Massach=zett< Board of 1 dnmtmn Bulletin, 1916, No,

23, has proved very satisfactory in communities similar to I, Ivrin: )
DIVISION OF PIMERECOMMENDED FOR STUDENTS IN AGRICULTU R,
. ~ . . - ‘ A}
— R == a oy
Part I-Intenstva Tralnlng. 50 per cent of | Part 2--Extensive Tralulag, 50 per cent oL
pupil’s time, | pupll’s'timo
* | Project study and project work, centering | Cultural and good ecitizenshlp tralulng,
on— selected from one or moro of tho regular
(1) Projects ol Lhe pupils. high-schbol courses. and dealiug with such
A. At home, asnrale. “subjects as —
3. Near home, oeeasiomally; PIQlist, every vear, L]
C.Pupil eesponsible, but supervised by in- | Social o ietee, inchinling commumty eivics and
struetar, ¢ R cennomies,
(2} Projeets of the departiment, .
AL AttHe hich sehool, rarely, < Natural Seience, Including cleqisatary seicnce,
B, Neichborhood demsnctration. asof priggine, hinlogy, physics, and chemistry,
spraving, hothed muking, and greoffiomse 4 o
wark. i Prawing, Iree-hand and meeh™nieyl,
C. Instructor rt\sp(m;lhh‘, but uses proiects 1 shopwork. .- : '
for grong Insteuction In observatim and |, »
practice work, o .
(3) Substitntes lor projecte, ' Business, Including ty pewrlting, husfnass lorma, )
Ao Wark onappraved fanms, with agreed-njon and filing, bookkeeplue, commercial ¢ ra- .
eodneationaf  duties, as codtaceannt ing phy and connmwrciol luw, P
O OF NTHre COWS ar 0NG OF More crans, I'hysical fraluing. ) . '
B. Employer chilofly responsible, Lt SUPErs AL ge, . . s
vision by instruetor, & Locrostions - 8 o '
(4) Remnark. ~Thesaceienltaral instrcter oust,
, s oarule, assume Dl Mpansihitity Or teaeh.
fngthe related stady " required for the proper
S understanding and exeention of bis, pupils.
He musy generally 1éach his boys the vital
correlation between their projectz and sueh suie-
jeetsand nctivities ns arithmel ic, blalogy, ehem|
istry, entomelogy, drawing, shopwork, ac-
counting, fitime, farm Journal reading, and \v
agricultural economies. |
LElementary schonls—1. “The high-school ﬂ"ll(‘ultlll.ll dop.ulmont ’
“should be the. central influence in the promotion and (lu‘ectmn of
schookirected Tionme gavdening in the clempntary schools. . :
9 ’
2. The Mgh-school teacher of agriculture should conduct prach al
after-school classes fm the lnunmg of home-garden teachers in tho
-
gr'tdos. U .

3. One.regular grade teuchor, nfter havmg"ﬁ?cclved sufﬁcmnt gar-
. den tmmmg,‘should direct the home gardemng of .the children in .. )
2 th school to. whgch shg 1§ ass:gned 'llns g( should. be dong nfter e
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school. on Saturday, and during the sumnier vacation, and the feacher
shonld receive additional compensation fer it. :

LA purt-time eanden teacher should be provided for each of the
followinr sehools: Hamilton, Jefferson, Gagedipanklin, MeKinley,
One teacher shonld conduet the work in the Garford and Ridge
Sehools, ° '
© oo N careful reeord of the money value of the crops raised <ho
be kept i order to prove the financial, as well as the edueational,
SHecess, - ,
6. The gardening should be made as intensive as possible, and
should continue through the maxanum number of days possible in
this climate. - Winter gardening should he encournged.,

. Cost—The only additional costs involved in the recommendation
of this report ave: '

xtra salary of high-sehool teacher of agriculture for three

cswner menths oo $450 to  $600
Salary for extra tinie o8N regular teachers working after
| schuol, Saturdays, and during vacations w oo __._____ 900 to 1,200
Totul e e mtceeenle. 1,330 W0 1, 8U0
(R .
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. Chapter X. E
MUSIC IN THE PUBLIC SCHDOLS.

THE NATURE AND VALUE OF MUSIC.

Mag has always sought to create beauty.  In tone.in clay. in pig-
ments, and i omany other media he has wrought forms to satisfy
some peculiar eraving of hi< =pirit.  This longing is unsclfish, un-
worldly. The values sought are not utilitarian. Thev belong to a
realm of aspiration distinet from the world of material demands.

Music is clove to the.igealistic nature of man, for it voices what is ;
within rather thén what i~ withdut. “Tt is o votce -for the expression ‘
of fundamental states.of Teeling which neither words nor graphic
forms can so well express, ° ' ) !

In its vooal forms. expecially in opera. and in omd instrwhental. . |~ -
forims, music may, mdeed, seize upon incideits and sitnations in life _ J
andeexalt and intensify their emotional aspects.  But always music 1
transcends the incident or situation in that it adds Leauty—beauty of :

. tone and beauty,of toflal design—that was not inharent in the situ- '
© ation itself, : . '

In so far as music guitkens profound emotional powers, it ener-
gizes to action, for feeling is the mainspring of action; and in so far . °
as it elevates mood from the worldly plane to the plane of the ideal-
Jsticy it stimulates action along regenerative lines. -That it has such
dapacities makes it of no small moment to education. ‘ .

The values of music are not to be attained vieariously. Each must
experience them for himself, ns listener or pavticipant. To take part .-
in musical performance enormous)y increases the -value of music to 0
the indis idual; and the chorus singing and orchestral playing that

. have come into our public schools.are therefore agencies that work

powerfully toward the attainment of these valuds. .

Value as a socializing force—% One touch of ‘nature makes. the

~whole world kin,” we say. " This touch of nature is-sunply something

which evokes a meod that is jreod and universally expericnced. It ig .

* these broad, universal, human moods with which music dedls; and i

.consequently people exhibit, under the appeal of music, a closeness of ., ¥
sympithy and-a unity of feeling that surpass,any ofher ynity ordi-

b; ‘narily-experienced: The fact that music ean:enlist the participation 4
=+.0f large numbers of people gt the same time, tholigh theyibe young © -
SRR ey S W e SR SR
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and old and diverse in Inany ways, is again a matter of profound sig-
‘nificance. TIn a cosmopolitan community the hour of somg in the o
public schools, or of community chorus practice by adults, may be the
only time when compleéte social solidarity is attained by a community
group., . ' . :
Value of leisure—The character of modern industrial and dommer-

- cial life tends toward the mechanization of human life. In many
callings men are never so little their own ¥rue selves as when théy are
at work. It'is during the leisure hours that the individual powers %
and qualitied are restored and developed. Music holds e safe and
strong regenerative power for the individual during these hgurs im-#
measurably greater than the wearing excitements into which hé is so .
often led. ° S . 3 .

Value as a vocational subject--The number of graduates from our -
public schools who practice music vocationally is out of all propor-
tibn to the provision made in most schools for their instruction; and
the generous provision is made for other subjects of assumeéd veca-
tional importance which, in vocational outcoge, are not in adyance o
of music, A mneh greater degree of attention is'due to music as a
vocational subject alone. ' : - -

~

| DEPARTMENTAL MTSIC IN PUBLIC SCI00LS.

A department of music in‘a public-school system should be organ:
ized and should furiction in such-a way as lo attain the values stated
or implied in tlie foregoing -section. Tis success il such attainment
will be dependent upon two general factors, each of which is sus- ..
ceptible of many subdivisions. . ; -
The first factor is pedagogical.” The specific ideals that charnc-
terize and direct the work of the department; the ideals of the school
authorities and of the teachers who administer the course; the musica]
cducation and training of both specinl and regular teachers; their
pedagogical knowledge -and ability; the nature and extent of ‘the . -
course of study as depen@ent upon the, professional ideals and kpowl-
cdge that prevail; all-of these considerations aRd manys.more operate
powerfully in shaping results, both as to their extent and quality.
R The second factor is one of organization &nd equipment. The
pumber of superyisors and teachers employed in the dof)a‘rtmgnti
the plan of organization; the equipment provided, such as music
books, shect music for choruses and orchestras, pianos, organs nnd
orchestral instruments, pitch pipes, staff liners, blank music writing.
« *  papet, etc.; these pre some of the.considerations grouped under the ) _5%‘%

w 5

.second: factor, " 1. R & N
obviously' forecasts the-possible’ butcbg;e‘.%’{hﬁ gt !
v bisi of: qualitative result; the- other’ forecists -

A
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Ordinarily the two maintain a somewhat balanced relationship;
for teaching that is rich in quality is-likely to attract to itself ade-
quate equipment; and, on the other hand, quantity of provision is

Tikely to imply either a large present interest or'an enthusiasm toward

building up an interest that in itself promises much. In Elvria there
has been an artificial disturbance of these relations; and because it
seems necessary to discuss present eonditions and futvre possibilities
in Elyria from two s(.m(]poml: the foregoing somewhat arbitrary

.division 1s made,

[}

BASIS OF THE REPORT ON MUSIC, N

» .

_This report is based upon observations made in \i_is?ts to the seven
elementary schools and the high school in Elyria. Of the 59 rooms
in the elementary schools, 55 were visited, and in all but 3-of them
some exhibition of the work in music was given, Qom(\tlmeq by means

- of a formal apd extended music, recitation, .1t other times by the

singing of songs u]ono, or by the singing of Hoth songs and sight-
reading exercises. In the high school some.assembly singing was
heard and several visits and conferences with the members. of the
educational staff yielded valualle information; but no opportunity
occurred to hear the high-school orchestra or the high-school
choruses and glee clubs. A parent-teachers’ meeting attended at the
close of an afternoon session in one clementary school yielded inter-
esting suggestions. In-another school one of the classes (listed as
unvisited in the foregoing statement) was found assembled, and

Tistening to an interesting lecture-recital given by the teacher iy

charge with the aid of a phonograph just purchased. Highly val-"
uable information was acquired also in conferences with persons in-
terested and informed as to conditions who were not members of the
regular educational staff.,

‘ i\

M(:SI'C IN THE ELEMENTARY 8C1IOOLS. e

Elyria has had music in her pnblic schoals for a number of years,
and a competent. euporvlaor hasg been employed during the past 14
years at least. Beginning in September, 1916, the “services of the’,
supervisor were discontinued. A survey of conditions made after o
semestér had passed during which no specislist was directing the
work, must necessarily be guarded against assumptions that rest upon

-ignorance of the amount of change caused by the modification in the

school system, The first fact noted was the spirit_of the teachers

" .under the clmnge. There was little or na feeling of relaxation. In-

w ther¢ was-a fecling ‘of greater responmbxhty incuried ard of
\¢

% 3 obhgntlon for gxtra effort. Doubtless the teachers were .

moved not only by. the charactenstm gense: of ﬁdehty to a trust, but_
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also by inclination ; for any teacher who Toves children and has felt
the kihship betwaeen the spirit of childhood and the spirit of music _
will not willingly relinquish it. This leads to a comment upon- the

spirit of the Elyria schools in gencral. Tt is professional and hu-

ianistic.  In this the schools provide the indispensable condition in

which music, art, literature, and liberalizing influences generally may

“develop.  School systems can be found in which the spirit is so rigor-

ously hard and formal that liberalizing influences obtain no foot-

hold and can make no growth. This is not the case in Elyria.

The methods and practice of teaching do not make full capital ent
of this general spirit and intention (conscious or subconscious). of
the school system and the community. The method is"often’ incon-
gruons with it, and with a proper plan of music inst@n, in that
it npproaches an. st problem in a scientific spirit;<nd presents
muste primarily as a -technical problem of staff notation and sight
singing. rather than as an art in which there must be richness of
experience and freedom and grace of expression. The practices are
at times misdirected. by this unfortunate bins.of method, and are
marked also by some lack of skill and efficiency. There is further a

9 deplorably meager equipent of music books and contributory mu-

sical material, and the time given to music, while adequate in ‘the

IJ .. lower grades, is insufficient 'in the higher grades. To offset these de-

ficienetes there are at present but two influences, mamely; the fine

-spirit of the teaching staff and the oceasional presence of teachers

of Winusual musical ability and training,- .

For pupils in the first year of school the course very properly pre-

scribes nothing but rote songs until the last month of the school

year, when the scale. by syllables is tauglit by rote. In. the second.

[ year rote singing is continued, but a parallel course of instruction in
staff notatiom is begun and developed on the blackboard. '

Several features of instruction that aro open to criticism were ob-
served so frequently in the work for these two years that they may
be ®aid to be prevalent. . The rote’ songs were often npt ‘well chosen,
and when they were net bad in themselves they were presented often

" from a wrong standpoint. " A_ short discussion of principles is un-
. avoidable heve, if the reader and the writer are to arrive at a common
basis of understanding. - . :

In so far as nusic (mainly in song) conneets itself with incidents *

» ., and situations of Jife and dilates upon their emotional significence, it
’ covers a xagge of moods that are cemmon to all the arts, and indecd,
to ordinary sentimental experienco. Now, the musician cares but 5
little' for the worldly ‘incident; that is but the trigger that releasts e
in the vomposer the flow of real tonal beauty, But to thq"lgypj&n,? A
less sensitive ‘and less. trained. to respond t;o-'p}i;e_lyk;ixiu@icgl'-,l’)b’k;‘fq;gt‘jr,"f_“__
2 e P Beloigs )
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ordinary nonmusical experience. The grade teacher,-quite defen-
sibly, belongs normally to the laity. A song entitled “ Snow” is
likely to .lppeal to her because of her interest in snow rather than
her inferest insong. The tune, being a negligible factor, may conse-
quently not be carefully scrutinized and evaluated. Many a shoddy
and vulgar tune has tlms crept into school musie,

Buf the mischief does not stop hiere.  If music is the first considera-
tion, beantiful tone, necessitating good voice management and grace-
ful, do]iv:ntc shading and phrasing will be demanded.  On.the other
hand, if pictorial or narrative functjon is primarily the aim, beauti-
ful singing is less important than mipulsive declamation. To enter

, into a song, on this basis, a child does not need primarily to train

. his ear and modulate his voice aecurately and beautifully so much as
he needs to visualize and dramatize a situation. , It the siguation, so
visualized, is likely to distract his attention from anything tonal
that may be happening.

The selection of “barnyard” Sohgs and songs of like ung_,cn(]e
realisMe character, violent ** motion ” songs, loud and winusica) sing-
ing, many monotones, and much use of the chest voiee, are some of the
signs that frequently mark the adoption of this wrong pnnc1p]e

Applied to the Elyria schools,.the most that should be said is that
there is some uncertainty as to basic principles in selecting and teach-
ing rote songs. The majority of the songs are good; but the ocee-
sional presentation of an unfusical song in a dramatized manner, ~ . |
often with the employment of laboriously contrived motions, implies
that choice does not rest upon irrevocable conviction. Again, songs
that were mtsically excellent were often given with a focus of atten- I
tion upon the worldly incident rather than upon the tonal beauty that
alone gave them merit. The vocal quality and practice was, in the

. matin, very good. It was vitiated occasionally by emphasis-upon the ‘
wrong values in the manner just described. More frequently a faulty
and indefensible practice of another sort was observed. This was the
failure to use a pitch pipe. Song after song was staited by guess by
the teacher, invariably in"too low a key. Probably two- thll‘d% of the

s singing ‘heard from first.and second year classes was below the fav or-

able range for children’s voices, and so was not only pwductive of

' poor tone but was dev e]opmg wrong vocal methods. In only three
*  of these rooms was a pitch plpe used. "Often the teacher gave the

command to sing: without giving any pitch whatever, leaving the
g,uessiﬂg of the pitch to the children. After a few measures the
group, in such cases, would unite with the strongest voice.

No desk copies of rote song books for use by the teach€r were ob-
served, anywhere ‘Inquiry elicited the information that none had
gver been provided. Prior to this year the supervisor Qfgmusic

0 ]lm.d heémgr&phedl rote g@:gs fom imnoua soliices, antt the songs thus

-
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-cussions with teachers disclosed no definite and generally accepted

“defective aurally.  Again, in relition to this feature of work: the
teachers as a class were uncertain and*lacked a clearly outlined crecd.

“capabilities and training as the individual teacher might have pre-

- « custoni his_ear to beaiity-o Jonesnd stor
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.nbandonment of this position,
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laboriously provided were the only ones generally available, ' The -
board of education should reflect that these songs are frequently copy- -
righted and are not open to reproduction. Such songs still com- -
prise the course, but are occasionally supplemented by songs of
doubtful value obtained by teachers from educational journals and
other sources. .

The proportion of monotones in the lower grades and thr%ughont.
the clementary schools is somewhat larger than it should be, The'
dramatic rather than the musical and voeal conception of song and
the failure to use pitch pipes ave doubtless largely responsible. Dis-

convictions and methods of practice with regard to monotones. Only
the slightest trace was found of the ancient fallacy th#f monotones
are defective of car—are unmusical or tone deaf. It wa's generally
heid that they are curable and therefore are inept vocally rather than_

Results were; therefore, very uneven, for they depended upon such

viously acquired and not upon any present lielp provided by the
Elyria school system. '

The, position for singing generally required of the pupils in the
lower grades was faulty. Each pupil'must clasp his hands behind his
back. This may lead to good discipljne, but it results in a stiff and
constrained position that is detrimental to good breathing and sing-
ing. In the higher grades the necessity for handling books led to the

The introduction of staff notation in the second year is in aecord
with approved educational practice, but the manner of study is not,
Technical study is not based upon the rote song experience previously
gained, but it Recomes a scparate and unrelated form of study.
Sight reading is made to depend upon analytical reckoning up and -
down the degrees of the staff, instead of upon unreasoned and imme-
diate knowledge gained through more and more detailed observation
upon thoe notational aspeets of familiar songs and studies. The
method followed . causes the pupil to conquer music by the use of
purely rational processes and requires that his. freedom of musical
expression (except for the contemporanegus course in rote singing)
wait upon a technical mastery so gained. Itisa method that has been
generally-abandoned, for the same reason. that the alphabét method
in reading has been abandoned. e

The first two years in the elementary school should be years of
musical experience. They, should give the child the use of his singing &
voice.and. pleasure ini-song as.a means of expression; they shbuld ae- P
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.of pure tonal procedure as it lives in o wide repertoire of beautiful
rote songs for children, many of ‘them folk songs, many of them by
such writers as Schumann, Reinecke, Taubert, Nevin, and Mrs. Gay-
nor: they should bring to him in the second year a view of the staff
and of stafl notation,.and his attention should then be called to the
correlation between tonal processes and the visual symbols of . the
statl, until the musical forms symbolized are called to his mind
- quickly by the appearance of the notation, Sight reading as a mathe- °
matical computation of staff relationship from which musical feel- ‘
ing and intnition are absent or in which they play no helpful part
is not then or at any later period a necessary or appropriate prac-
tice. This does not mean that children are not to be taught to read
music; for all can and should be tanght to read it accurately and
fluently g It means only that musical feeling and study of the tech-
nic o(‘ic should never be divorced, especially in.the carlier years,

In (M@third year in the Elyria schools music books arc placed in
the hands of the pupils, and the course assumes in gencral the for-
mal outlines within which it is to'be developed during the succecd-
ing years of the clementary school. It is unnccessary-to discuss tho
work of these years separately, The important comments are aen-
eral and apply to all years equally. Comment applying to features
characteristic of specific years will be explicitly referred to those
years, _— :

Beginning in the third year the presentation by the teach rs of
music in many keys naturally brought about a more frequ/ent/rlse of
pitch -pipes. It is of course, impossible to do the work well without
constant use of the piteh pipe, but such use is not yet fully estab-
lished in Elyria, even in the.later years of school life. In fewer 4
than two-thirds of the rooms in all the higher grades was the pitch
pipe used. The singing was frequently below - pitch and of wrong g
vocal quality in consequence. '

The spirit and manner of technieal instruction begun in the sce-
ond year is maintained throughout {he succeeding vears. An as-
sumption that underlies this method is that eventually a scientific
technical power will be attained that will be at the service of the
studeut for the adequate cxptession of his musical nature. Inci-.
dentally this implies that musical feeling is already in the student,

* needs no special exercise for its development, and will lie dormant

.

~
E

without diminution until technical attainment unlocks the doors and )
permits it to step forth in joyous freedom. But musical feeling, like
musical technic. must be developed step by step; and again, there is
the ominous possibility that a technical mastery may never be gained,
and that all igay be lost. Exactly this is happening, in moderate

,degree, in Elyria. - Technic;ulivorced from free musical expression,
sendeavors to fit itself a3:4 vehicle for that expression, but réruaiis . :
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always helow the point at which the student’s musical nature must
be scized for its proper development. There is consequently in
Elyria not enobh joyous singing nor cnough live interest and vig-
orons development in technical work. = Music stands defeated by
technic; and technic has lost its old faith in its ability to reach the
goal of union with music, and is dejected.

The cure is to reverse the process and expect musical practice, with
study-of that practice, to lead to technic rather than to expect ‘a
study of technic to lead to musical practice. '

The lack of joyous, beautifully finished singing was, as may he
supposed from the foregoing, more conspicuous in Elyria than the
lack of technieal knowledge or.even of technical ability. Some beau-
tiful singing was heard, especially in lower-grade rooms; but. since
singing. especially in the higher grades, is restricted to the range of
technical conquest, the pupils are not trained to use the ear as a
corrective and guide in their singing, but only the rational intellect.
Until it informs them of error they remain seemingly unconscious of
error, or at least unresponsive to the testimony of the car. If they

. MUSIC IN THE PUBLIC SOHOOLS."

“sing altogether by ear, as I heard some few classes do on a song or

two, the lack of their familiar scientific means of measurement and

evaluation puts them again at a loss. ]:WS to approach

music as an art of tonal expression, and cwkéfvafe a refined sense of
hearing.  The earishould first recognize right from wrong; the nind
should provide explanation of the cause. '

Knowledge of clementary theory, that is of kinds of notes and
rests, measures, key signatures, keys, chromatic sigps, etc., is very

'good and fairly uniform. Ability to sing at sight is excellent in some

rooms and quite poor in others, but the average is very fair. Thess
two phases of study are properly inseparable, but in many cases they
were treated separagely.  For instance, a feature of instruction fro-
quently observed was a preliminary quiz on some song to be’ sing
as to its kind of measure, its notes and- their length, its keys, ete.
Often this was followed by concerted reading, not’singing, of the
syllable names of the notes. There is ho harm in sueh a quiz, pro-
vided the knowledge essential to the answers is not purely academic.
If it represents a memoriZing process only, and the knowledge im-
icd does not spring out of extensive practical experience in singing

. at sight, it is nothing but a formal memory’ drill, representing no. .

musical power,@nd for which praetice in.using the knowledge talked
about might be well substituted. "As to the"Yoneless naming of syl-
lables, it is a barren and time-wasting process.” The syllable names
to all the notes in a book might be so named without giving the

‘glightest: increase in musical power to- the student. : Syllgbles- nre 23
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would merely look at their hooks and sing silently, as a preparation
for singing audibly, they would probably think both syllable namds _
and tones, and rhythm in addition. Mere speaking of the syllable
names is certain to drive the thought of the tone from their minds;
and the rhythmic movement is of course not considered.  Tlie sequel
to such preparation was often what might be anticipated: the pupils
answered the questions and spoke the naues correctly and then failed .
to sing the songor study in time and in tune. The preparation had
not prepared; it was merely doing something clse first. When the |
pupils did not fail after such preliminaries, it was evident that they»
would not have failed anyway, as they could invariably sing other
. studies equally well without such formal preliminarics. T
Two-part singing is successful, though not uniformly so. Theaver-
age accomplishment, however, is good. Three-part singing. with
treble voices, is less uniform, sand the average attainment is moderate.
The work obscrved, indeed, was below the standard of moderate, but -
it would be unfair to estimate net results from the whrk heard. No
phase of school music is more seriously disturbed by the shifting of
pupils at the beginning of a new term than part singing, and this
survey of the music was made just following the beginning of a new
.scmester. Power, however, may be estimated at such a time much
mote accurately than -.(tuinment; and from the power exhibited as
well as some attainments noted it is probable that the three-part sing’
-ing is better than moderate, rather than poorer. '
Although part singring is snecessfully developed in the schools of
Elyria, it is yet open to one fundamental objection. The general
practice, systemattically carried 6ut, places all the boys on the lower
part.or parts, all the girls on the higher. Whether the pupils are
assigned such parts by the teachers, or whether the classification is
left, as I was informed it is, to the choice of the pupils, with the re-
sult stated, the plan is seriously faulty. It begins by alfirming, or at
least. condoning, a palpable untruth, namely, that the unchanged
voices of the hoys are different from those of girls and are lower in
. pitch. It proceeds then to warp the voices of the boys toward their
" :lower range and consequently toward s mode of voice production
fundamentally vicious for children. - Meanwhile the girls; although
sufe vocally, are weakened negatively in their growth in‘ musical
power to a-deplorable degree; for training in carfying a lower part
_is of inestimable value in any system of instruction in music. There
. 18 absolutely no basis in fact for this scheme of classification, for the
voices are ¢qual, boys and girls alike. Any group singing a second
purt of one song, or. throughout one week, should sing the first part
for an ‘equal period following. All would tllu's develop their entire
normal vocal range and have opportunity, to- develop. equal musical
- power. In three:part singing a similar plan: should be'adopted and-
s - N D JL 0 R B T D LA .y i
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applied to all voices except an occasional unusual one, perhaps a

changd voice or a treble voice of exceptional register. In the sixth
] veur, and still more in the seventh, there will be such voices and they
1 should be individually examined and chassified. “All the others, lack;
’ ing distinctive features of range. should be treated uniformly..

There is no plan in theory or practice, so far as could be seen, for 7

caring for the changing voices of boys in the seventh and eighth
‘whdes.  The work with clas<es that include such voives is below
) K/ gmal standards. Such splendid sults can be obtained with these

boys under expert management that i is depressing to see ability and
interest come to naught through Iack of guldance. There is moro
than a present musical loss, more than a musical loss present or to
came, in such fudlurgg To change a boy from an embarrassed humili-
ated person, possessed of a growing conviction that he is unnusical,
and a consequent growing distaste for music thgt may even lead”
rebellion against the ‘music hour and the constraints of the school in
feneral, into an unashamed lad. fitled. with interest, proud of his
knowledge and new-faund voeal technic, somewhat overeager and
overconfident, indeed, about singing, and certain- that he is quite
musical—to do all this is to do much Jnore than merely secure a
present satisfactory musical resnlt. Often it means to awaken a.
new personality ; mnd at the least it means to add some capigeity for
enjoyment to’a boy's life at just the time when he was abou} to re-
nounce it with disdainful bitterness, )

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS., - » .

* Anaspect of aridity WEC clementary sghools, with respect®
to music. because of the small provision made for musical instru-
ments.  One good new piano was séen ; and one school principal had
herself provided a piano in the room in which she was teaching, and
was giving to most of the classes in her school lessons in her own
room, where the piano could be used greatly to-enrich the lessons,
The seven kindergarten pianos: were not examined. Use 8f such
piunos is ordinu'rily restricted to the kindergarten alone, but if thrse
in Elyria are in good enough condition to be used, they might other-
. wisebe putinto scrvice, for the kindergartens have been abandoned.
| No reed organs were -found. Five schools were found to possess
' - phonographs, but these serve other purposes than pianos or organs
and ¢an not be consideréd as. substitutes for them.
A piano or organ in the schoolroom lends to the music in that room
- exactly what it would lend in a home. Its mere presence adds in-
. terest and charm to the atmosphere, and its use not only broadens
‘the musienl horizon and adds to nMtusical enjoyment,. but is also an
.- invaluable aid in giving' technical instruction, < ‘The- development of.
' comminjty. rél‘;itiohs?imi' 5.in_thescho “informis M%gy
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= ;n(lmdunl pupils for the benefit of thc other pupils, is-an additional
valne; :

; No report was obtained of the numbgggof pu])llq in the elementary

schools studwing orchestral instruments, but the number of such
studants in the high school probably implies a large number among
the younger pupils.  Bevond permitting some eighth-vear students
to pliy in the ]xi;_;h-S(]mol orchestra. no systematic enconragement is
given to orchestral playving among olkmcntuv pupils.  This field,
which is important though not large, is consequently un(le\ol()p(-(l

No printed course®of study i music has been provided in recent

vears. So long as a supervisor of music was emploved, the lack of

an oflicial outline probably worked but little harm.  Wighout a super-
visor thoe hck of an outline is sure to lead to chaotic conditions, -

! MUSIC IN THE HIGH §CIIOOL.
N ‘

All music in the high schoolis elective.  Chorus practice, orchestra
ensemble, boys™ glee club, gitls' glee club, the study of music under
outside teachers, and the practice of ensemble music in organizations
outside the scljool are the forms of work open to election.  All are
credit courses, and the credit is equal to thit offered in other subjects
for an equal amount of effort and .1(‘(‘0mp11slnnont

“Ths plan is thagonghly moderre in its point of view, particular)y
with reférence to its recognition of the study or pr actice of music
outside the sc 1190]. In breadth it loses only by the lack of instruction
in hawnony and musical appreciation within the school.  With the
addition of these the ground plan of work would Le cqual to that of
the most advanced schiools. '

The high-school enroliment as reported for February, 1917, was
635. This number, and tlie fact that music is clective and repre-

senis an unconstrained interest on the part of the pupils clecting it,

should be kept in mind in connection with the following diseussion.
~ Chorus practice within the school receives one 45-minute period

per week for each group onrollmg for it. There are four gronps, one

for each of the high-school years. The election within these groups

for February, l‘)lf was as follows: Freshmen, 42; sophomores, 417
~ yuniors, 60; seniors, 48; total, 191. )

The bo)s glee club at:the same period numbered 20, the girls’ glec. |

club 28, Each of these organizations devotes about one hour and a
quarter per w eok to practice.

In this same semester the high- cchoo] orchestra nnmbered 26
members, the instrumentation including all the. string parts, first
and second clarinets, first and second cornets, one horn, one trom-
bonc, drums, and piano.  This instrumentation is exteptionally good
7n jts irtlusion. of viola and horn, uhusual in its lagking flute. Fur-
/fther discussion of this m.at.tgwinatmmem,tm will follow later,
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~high- school, and has been.abandoned a

.
v

An investigation was made as to the nitmber of.students in the high
schwol stadying music under outside teachers or participating in
outside musical activities, as einging in ¢horuses or choirs, or playing
in orchestras or hands, The results were astonishing.  They aresum-
marized in the following: Studying or Practicing, piano., 44; violin,

15 vioke, Lieello, 21 hass, 1; clarinet, +; cornet, 2; drums, 2; totul,

2. Reporting orchestra, not specifying instroment, 3 reporting
music lessons, specifving instrument, 1; reporting  instrumental® \
(probably piano). 1: arand total, 77. : -

FFrom the total. 77, <hould he subtiacted 7, as one pu]'ii] reported
(and was counted for) both piano and cello, one reported pinno and
violin. one piano and viola. two Piano and clarinet, and one piano,
buss.and drumis. The number of individunls engaged is therefore 70.
To these may be added 1 practicing mandolin and-1 practicmg banjo,
not conted beeanse these instruments are not recognized in serious
musieal literature,  Also 1 student reported practicing the ukelele;
but as this student reported piano also, she was not disqualified.

Turning to those following exclusively some form.of voeal .prac-
tice ontside the school, this report was compiled : Singing in choral
areanizations—chnreh choir, 15; Sunday school, 2; glee clubs, 2;
total, 195 taking voice lessons, 1; grand total, 20, ¥ :

In addition, seven in the instrumental list also reperted member-
ship in some outside choral organization, thus adding to the<high-
sclwol membership of outside organizations, but without involving
any more high-school pupils. . )

One student reported “ niuisic in school and-also outside of school,”
but without specifying its nature. - '

* The whole report shows that 91 high-school students engage in the
study or practice-of musi¢ outside of the school, and in doing this
G by double activity about 100 places as students or participants in
concerted practice.  This is about one-seventh of the total enrollment
of the high school. : o ' : ‘

If it is assumed that all the 91 are included in the choruses. glee
clubs, and orchestra within th¢ school. which is probable, and that, in
addition, the glee clubs are composed of members selected fromr:the -
high-school choruses, thus further lessening the total number of indi-
Viduals enlisted, it appears that at least. 217 individual students clect
music in or out of school, or hoth. This is over one:third the entire
high-school eénroltmegt. In other words, gde out of every three pupils
voluntarily embraces music in somo formi(; and this, notwithstanding.. -
that ‘music is not vigorously prometed by the school systen, is.very
meagerly supplied and equipped in both the elementary ‘schools and

portance siitce the school
which -parents:spend- so;
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educate their children in it has so remaingd outside the circle of
studies recognized as essential in the schoel carriculum.

The high school owns a piano, one horn, and drums.  The horn was
mentioned in a forggoing paragraph. It is safe to say that its tones
would not‘bo there to enrich the orchestra if it were not owned by the
school.  Iurther progress in wealth of instrumentaygjon is ouly pos-
sible if additional instruments, such as oboes, l):ls£<)%s, and timpani,
are owned by the ~chool. Parents will not buy them, but once in the
school students can always be found to study and play them.

The horn and drums were purchased with the proeceds of concerts

given by the high-school ovchiestra. Musie stands and the orchestral

music used have likewise been purchased from funds simikarly raised.
Yt the high-school orchestra plays for the graduation exercises of the
school, for which otherwise a professional orchestra would be hived.
In addition to this material contribution, it graces many ‘school
functions, engages commnunity intevest for tie =chool, and gives the
essentials of a valuable musieal understanding, not only o the mem-
bers of the orchestra but to the entire school as well.  Its work has
been serious and of high purpose.  The musie studied, as repggented
in the programs of the aiual concerts is of very high stand:#14. 1f
school support were at all commensurate with the benefits received by
the school the orchestra would” doubtiess advance to a point that
would make it the pride of the city. -

The chorus work, like the orchestra work, is conducted on part
of the time of one teacher. Like the orchestra work. also, it is
seriously and ably conducted and weagerly supported.  What was
guid in the foregoing paragraph of the functions and - values” of
school orchestra may be applied as well to school choruses,  Even
More than the orchestra, pecause of the greater numbers involved,
they help to socialize_a school and foster a desirable school spirit,
all the while maintaining their function of educating the students
musically.  The interest of the students is shown in Klyria by the
numbers electing the various classes.  Incidentally a g¥eat number
of these reported that they did not need the credit giten for the
work, but were taking a full course to whigh their music wn’s':lddod.
If such jnterest and endeavor Were properly enconraged, some notable
chorus work could be dunc; and with a well-supported orchestra,
which conld play the accompaniments, a delightful ficld of \musical
endeavor would be opened. Meanwhile, despite present conditions,
tho chorus manages to be of much benefit to the chupches and the
choral musig of the city gencrally. It need not be doubted that addi-
tional support would bring forth disproportionately largo dividends.

Specialized study of music under outside tenchors by high-school
pupils iscoming very generally in the.{United States to receive credit,

and that this provision ia-made by the Elyria schools is & mauter

i}
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for congratulation. No feature in all school administration, howeve ‘
requires greater safeguarding than this, if the schools are to be pro
tected-in their standards of work and in the values of their crec t
awards. One of two plans is usnally adopted. Either an aceredited
list f outside tenchers §s made, or a list of standard music naterial
is preseribed for all teachers and pupils.  Both plans are open to
objecton. T teachers are acevedited. the line between tw(‘(-plud
and yejected teachers soon becomes difficult 1o draw and more difiggult
to maintain. I the material for teaching is specified, and at best this,
can’be done only for piano, there will be numerous objeetions to it
fram the teachers, who will be alienated, i P
Examination of the work done by the pupil is indispensable to
the proper working of the first plan.  This plan is’ followed in

1'
l Idvrin, but examinations of (he pupil are not given. The teachers

must have the approvil of the Conservatory of Music of Oberlin,
Ohio. and doubtless their ability is duly ascertatned. But if there
he not further supervision. no renewal of the aderediting of a teaoher
front time to time, it is.ob¥ious that poor work may be done and
never be disclosed, .
‘Examinations <hould certainly be given; but they may canse
, expense. which either the school or the pupils must bear; and they
may cause protests from 1l the teachers of examined pupils except
those who are for the time serving ns examiners. Local spirit alone’
will solve the question of expense; but the examinations can be made

aceept:dle by a plan now suggested. A
This plai requires that written reports be made cach. month. by
pupil. parent, and teacher, of the lessons, wmmofial, hours of practice,
¢le. The report shonld be made in duplicate on a blank form pro-
‘vided, and one copy is signed by pupil, parent, and teacher, the du-
plicate copy is returned unsigned. An identification’ number is on
each copy. ' . ‘ ot - .,
All supervision and criticism of the course laid out, and all exami-
nations over‘the work of the course are conducted from observations
\H the unsigned copy of the card. Tn the cxaminations the pupil
should be kept from the view of the examiners, who judge of his.
[ work. by car alone. The most authoritative musicians may and
should be the examiners; and they can usually be.secured because
no accusation of unfairness or prejudice can be raised against them,
! " AYI verdicts are written on the bucks of the unsigned cards and nre
transmitted to the teacher of music through the high-school prin- -
- cipal’s office; The office alone, therefore, can. connect. the verdict .
with the particular teacher or pupil involved. - R v 5
It can not.be said that the E}yria schools are-crediting bad work; ' .~
. but it oust. be.said- thaP'they are crediting work regarding the value.". #
. of: he -positive:knowledge, i The. school’ has-§ righ :
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to know exactly for ‘what its credit is given, and it is its duty to
know. The practice in'Elyria, admirable as it is in general intent,

is subject to criticism in thig respect. _
5 , : : - -

. THE SCHOOLS IN RELATION TO THE COMMUNITY.

As the Elyria schools are not now “promoting music vigorously,
either in the elementary schools or in the high school, it is perhaps
superfluoys to make comment or suggest possibilities with reference
to community music. A better financial day may dawn, however, and
in that case the few suggestions made here may not be useless.-

The socializing value of music need not again be asserted. It re-
mains to point out that in the public schools alore can the people meet
on an equal basis, as equal owners and proprietors, and undertake
with entire appropriateness an educational effort in their own behalf,
at their own expense. \; Chorises and orchestras, groups for the study .
of theoretical music or sceking to attairi appreciation of music, may,
well be organized and may. meet in the school buildings after day-
school hours. The cost is not great, for‘instruction and conducting ™
will.often be donated. The school system need, therefore, provide
little but the schoolroom and light and heat, as a minimune.  If even
& this be impossible, opportunity should at least be given the communitg,

to use its school buildings at cost of service, if-itpa wishes, and public
. anhouncement of this opportunity might be made.  °

* " That the community at large has much comemynity spirit and isin .
o sympathetic relations with the school community wes evident at sev- .

" eral points. In one elementary school the pupils of the eighth grade

sang for a parent-teachers’ meeting held in' the school at the close of

P the afternoon session. The gréat interest with which’ the singing.was
received and the cordial cooperative spirit manifested between par- .
. ents and teachers revealed clegrly an almost idéal social solidarity.  «
The parent-teacher asspciations have also coopfrated with schools'in
. raising funds by school and community programs_for the purchase
' ' of one hew piaho and five phonog@raphs, ¢hat are distributed among
a like number of elementary, schools. In such endeavors it is not the
purchase itself that alono is importgnit; the cooperative effort is of

. such .valug that if ho funds were Taised the community' would be

. -hardly ‘less the gatner. The close association of the high-school .

- mosical organizations with 1".e community. has already been noted.
_-* '* 8o, following.much eomment agd much criticism, one comes back
to the reflection with which this review began, that ths fine com- .
munity'life in which musie, the most social of tﬁeﬁf:, should find
ita. most fertile soil, is present in Elyria. Also the Music is Xhere,
. . revealed'in individual interest-and in the ranking accorded it in,the
S bigh school; but yet;it is singularly undeyelojlede~The caiis, seeins -
-m,&ﬁltﬂﬂﬁxgggmrg has been mande. for iis. maintenance sydide: -
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.tion, and treatment of the changing voice and for the treitment of

‘that are to be used should be outlined in the printed course of study,
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've]opment, an expenditure small in former years, and reduced almost

to pdthing at present. Whether such extreme economy was wholly
unavoidable the writer can not judge, but certainly almqst all the
shortcomings criticized *in this review were due either to lack of

.sypervision or lack of supplies or equipment and such criticisms
_¢an“not be held to reflect discredit upon theé*members of the teaching

staff in whog the fault would otherwise seem superficially to lie. -

) . 9% .«

- RECOM MENDATIONS,

‘e
SFECTION 1. XMPROVEMENTIS POSSIBLE AT SLIGHT EXPENSE, THROUGH EXTENBION OF
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT AS AT PRESENT CONSTITUTED.

Elemenfliry schools—1. A detailed printed manual and course of ;
study in music should be prepared for the elementary school-teachers,
This course of study should be prepared by one thoroughly con-
versant with present conditions, ‘preferably the former supervisor of
music, Tt should outline basic work for each giade, by weeks, and
give instructions and suggestions as to methods and practice. - In
short it should take the place, as far as possible, of the supervisor,of *

The manual should prescribe the time tq be given to music in each - «
grade. Not less than 75 minutes a week in lower grades.and 100
inutes in seventh and eighth grades is recommended. The manual
should give all possible directions for the examination, classifica-

monotones, ’ ! R )
2.-Supplementing the manual, meetings of eachers by grades
should be held. A competent instructor, preferably the former super- .
visor of music, should be engaged to instruct the teachers in these -
meetings in all details of the work in music for a comthg period of
weeks.  One meeting a month for each grade would be sufficient. if -
the printed outline recommended were also provided; but one meot-
. <
Ing a semester would be better than none.
3. A copy of each of several rote song books should be provided
each teacher of the first and second grades. The songs in these books

br in some othet competent, officinl way. Classifications by grades
(first or second), by seasons, and as to practicability.of use without
instrumental accompaniment sheuld be included in the informatior
given in thé outline of the song work. g .

4. Pitch pipes, preferably such as give almost all tones. of the chro-
matic scale, should be provided all teachers. For hygienio réasons
pitch pipes should be ms.c,igge_d to (eacho:rs, not to rooms, and'in cases*
of transfer the pitch pipe should go With the teacher. The tenchers
should be instructed to use:the pitch pipes sufficipntly to be sure that -

every §ong is sung af the pitch #n which 1ts written. . - .

L L IR A s
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5. All rote songs outlined should be good as music as a first con-
dition. The words should also be good as literature. A wide range
of topics and interests can be covered by songs that meet both these
two conditions. Rote songs should be performed in such a way as to
mal\e them beautiful, vocally and musically.

5. A more systematic cffort to -cure monotones should be made.

This effort could best be directed throngh the outlines and the teach- i
ers’ meetings recomniended.  Each row of pupils.in a primary school- .

room should be graded, the monotones heing assigned the front

seats, the good singers the back seats. The monotones should be

assisteq by the teacher and by the children who sing correctly. to
abandon the speaking-voice level in favor of the light, high, singing- - '
voice level of the child.

7. The position of the pupils for singing should be improved. The
forearms. to the elbows, should rest upon the desks. The pupils
should sit lightly and easily erect. be * tall above the hips,” forward
on the seats, so far as the curve in the seits permits, and keep their
bucks straight, but not necessarily perpendicular. They shonld not
3 incline backward from the pmpen(hcu].n, but rather forward.

8. Technical study should be made specific rather than general

and abstract. It should result from the desire to master a song,

- should spring fregn the song and be undertaken in relation to the

< particular.song, and should not precede whole groups of songs as a

general basis from which the songs take rise. It-should pr(x*oed from
the particylar to the general, instead of the reverse, as now.

9. In two-part and three-part singing with treble voices each row
should contain some boys and some girls, and no one group of rows
should be assigned any one particular part for a longer continuous
period than a week. All pupils in such classes may yvell sing to-
gether, first on, the alto, then on the soprano, in working out a song.
and then ‘divide when the purts are to be sung together. The samo
plan shouid be applied to practice on three-part songs.

©0. b)stemntlc individual singing should be practiced in all the

first six grades ut‘least The plan should insure hearing cach pupil

in a room at least- once a week. Music that has been mastered by the

class as a whole should be used for such practice.- Instruction of each [
% pupil, as'his turn comes, should not be attempted. Errors should be - .
% ;mted but. the cffort should not be made to drill the individual until - ~

the ‘etyors are overcomne. Drill should be secured by the repetition

by different pupils of thé sdne phrase or period of song. Self-con-

" scioustiess will niot be generated, but will be obviated or overcome, if

this praetice is adopted fromn the first year on. In rooms where part-

singing is & feature, twg puplls or more, one for each part, in par-

alle] seats: of. adjoining rows should sing together, iormmg duets,

.,rtrioe, or quartets. N g '
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11. Changing voices in the seventh and eighth year classes should
be studied individually and should be assigned to -appropriate and.
practicable parts. Teachers of these classes should receive specific .
instruction from the printed outline and in the grade meetings. !

12. The organization and development of orchestral groups in-the \ |
elementary schools should be encouraged. In schools which have
sonie teacher who is musical and knows the rudiments of orchestral
technic the orchestra could be rehearsed once a week by this teacher,

. who should receive additional compensation for such service.

13. The requirements in music for elementary schoel teachers,
should be greatly increased. At present 10 lessons only are required
in that part of the prospective teachers’ training which precedes a
finishing term of six weeks in a normal school; and .the 10 lessons
ave considered extra and are not given integral credit.! In addition
to the present requirements, at.least one year of music in the high
school shoyld be a prerequisite of admission to the teachers’ training
class, the course to lead to certified knowledge of elementary theory
and. ability to read music at sight. In lieu of this course, satisfac--
tory evidence of ap equal attainment gained elsewhere should be
nccepted.  No teacher should be accepted ig. the elementary school
svstem who does not give satisﬁlctory cvidence of the possession of
this same measure of musical knowledge and ability. This require-
ment is doubly necessary when no supervisor of music is‘emploved.

“ligh school—14. Al music for the orchestra should be purchased
“{rom school funds, and the provision of 'such music should be libera],
Music stands should be purchased out of school funds, as permancent
cquipment. for the high-scheol auditorium. ¥ach contribution of
_money from the orchestra, nequived by giving concerts, and used for
the purchase f school-owned inst ruments, should be increased by the
* contribution &nn equul amonnt: from'the schoel funds, the whole to
be devoted to the purchase of. school-owned instruments. Music for
the glee clubs should be purchased from the school fuids.

15. Chorus practice should receive two 45-minute periods per-week
for each group rehearsing. . s S

16. Supervision and examination of the specialized study of musie
S undes outside tedchers should be far miore strict and searching.
Some plan of authoritative examination which would be above criti-
c¢ism as to its impersonal and unprejudiced character should be im.

The community.—11. Official printed annot.mcemeﬁt should be.mado ‘
by the school authorities to the effect that the high-school auditorium
will bo open one night per weck throughout the school year for- tho o

: AT ] Y
‘use of & large community chorus, devoted to the practice of serious”» :{-

choral music. ; The school ‘system_ should ‘provide. the; condietor for” =

: e
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this chorus out of school funds, by increasing the annual salary of ,
some competent member of the present staff of teachers or by en-
gagmg a conductor on a part-time basis. High-school pupils should
be ellglb]e to this chorus if recommended by the high-school teacher
of music. Expense to members of the chorus should be for music )
only. Thodgh the school System can not create a public attitude to-
«fch a comnunity activity, it should at least provide oppor-
tv for its development if populat interests shou]d exxst

, Chestra,.ta be operated under the same plan and provisions
as the community chorus..

b SECTION II. IMPROVEMENTS POSSIBLF ONLY AT CONSIDERABLE F}J‘ENSE AND IN\'GI,\‘ING
RECQI{STRUCTION OF TIHE DFI’ABTML\T

1: Prov ide a piano for each floor qf each elementary school.

. 2. Provide a portable reed organ for each clementary school.

8. In addition to the teachers’ desk copies of rote songbooks recom-
mended- in” Section I, supplement'u*y books of songs graded in har-
mony with the textbooks now in use should be purchased. A set of
45 or 50 copies of each. of such supplementary books should be pur-
chased for each elementary school. A set could be made to serve sev-
eral rooms of appropriate grade in éach school by carrying it from
) room to roqm :

- 4. At lcast one set of such supp]ementmy publications should be
. avpilable .for every class of grades two to six. At least two sets of
sucli supplementary publications should be available for classes of

.grades seven and ‘eight. The supplementary books far the latter

. grades should present mnterml approprnte to a wide range of vocal
conditions.

. 5. A supervisor of music should be employed who should be in gen--
eral direction of all the music in the clementary schools and high
school. In addition to issuing a printed outline, and instructing cle-

- mentary teachers in grade meetings, the supervisor should visit each
~ schoolroom once-a fortnight or once in every three weeks. In theso
a0 visits the supervisor should give model ]essons, supervise lessons.

"given by the regular teacher, and give counsel for the lmprovement
of such teachmg

6. The superyisor of music should teach some of the high-school
classes in musie. '
* . 7. An assistant teacher of music should be employed on ‘part time
in the high school.

8. A course in harmony. and a curse,in musxcgl appreciation and v
history should be added to the present offerings. These gourses
should be electiwe and those who take them should recite thres hours
» per week" 'each course, xmd should receive c lit equal hour for e
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C  Chapter XI.
\ o

DRAWING AND ART EDUCATION.

—

Art education means the appreciation and practice of those prin-
ciples of order and beauty that are everlasting, with the quality.-of
sincere and loving expression, to the end that boys and girls may
grow up to love beauty and express it in all phases of their existence.

- -Thus will our homes become objeets of artistic creation, our dress
more appropriate and tasteful, our manufactured products enhanced
in value, our pldces of business more attractive, our advertising and
printed matter more pleasing, un#l whole communities express their
asthetic nature in towns and cities that speak beauty on every side
and rival those beauty spots in Europe that have found art quality
such a precious and profitable possession. o :

S A BUPERVISOR OF DRAWING,

Elyria had for some years followed the practice, adopted in most-
cities, of engaging a supervisor of drawing to take charge of this
special work in the grades. Visits were made and instruction given
to both teachers and pupils on alternate weeks, with the exception of
the seventh grade, where lessons were given weekly. Fof financial
‘reasons this supervisor, with others, was discontinued during the
past school year, In order that the work in this subject might not
suffer the full cgnsequences of such elimination, the superintendent,
with commendable sympathy and .intelligence, made arrangements

¢ for a supply of one of the best of recent drawing-book publications,
These were ordered by the school board and purchased by the pupils

in each ghde from the first to the seventh, inclusive. These books

| are regarded as s temporary expedient, They. are successful to the
degree that the teacher is able to interpret them to her pupils. Some

~ teacliers with more experience 'use them to great advantage, while in
other cases less confident ones reduce them to most servile copy

! books. In this latter case, the free spontaneoug expression of child-
©+ hood is restricted and.confined, perhaps for all time, since th,is‘i)eriogi
of flexibility and spontaneous impulse is'such a-fleeting one.
Tire gride teachers, Wwithout' exception, deserve

- mendation. for their good spirit,. interest in the"

<
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accomplishment under circumstances which have ‘made the work .
difficult for many of them. As a rule grade teachers are trained to
feel confidence in their ability to teach writing, but drawing and art
expression have not been made a feature in the equipment of many.
Nearly all the grade teachers of Elyrix expressed regard for the
valie of the work. a feeling of loss that the supervisor's help and

- inspiration had been taken from them, and a hope that such help
would soon be restored.

v

ART INSTRUCTION IN THE FEIGIITH GR.\Dﬂ.)

The entire omission of any art expression in the eighth grades of
the city is exceptional-and contrary to practice if other cities. This
condition was occasioned by a belief that under existing cirenm-

+ stances a partial substitute was offered in the shopwork for the hoys

of this grade. and the sewing wark for the girls, Such elimination -
is to be deplored fov the more mature expression possible in this

grade showld link the previous work in the grades with the special

opportunities of the high school. This link “is broken, and the con-

tinuity and sequence disturbed.  Refined expression and apprecia-,
tion of good design and color should be regarded as a necessary

equipnient in the productive lives of these boys and girls.

There is some variation in the time allowance for-art work, but the
average is about as follows: Three 30 or two 45 minnte periods. a -
total of 90 minutes per week in grades 1, 2, and 8; 60 minutes per )

“. week m_'gradcs 4, 5, and 6; 45 minutes per week in grade 7, where
art expression in the school life of the pupil in Elyria ends. In ot
cases this loss is never repaired in later life.

.

ELEMENTARY INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES,

There has been, for years, a generally accepted belief that joyous
self expression is essential to childhood and child growth. Primary
rooms have become hives of happy industry where children tell in
picture language. the stories they have heard and read; where they
learn réality. through plasticlay, and- model many things as man .
did in the childhood of art; where sand tables express some phatoe

-of primitive life—the farm, the harvest season, or possibly the
children of other lands. With, the exception of a verd little pape:
cutting, such opportunities are not provided for the children in ti - x
Elyria:schbols, and their absence is recorded with particular rpgrei.

This condition is due in part to meager equipment and supplic..
which would prevent even thd most enlightened teacher from .sccur-
ing the charming product which these children are capable of creat-
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CORRELATIVE EXPRESSION,

Articulated expression not only adds interest to any subject, but is
the vehicle by which mere information may become permanent
knowledge and reality itself to the learner. This vital knowledge
comes by the way of experience, and this articulated expression .is
such experience. This principle, generally recognized in map draw-
ing, should not stop there, but should be applied all through geog-
raphy, language, and literature, history work. ete. Instead of ab-
stract words real images are formed, and thus the pencil becomes an
instrument with which to visualize and_think into the very realities -
of life. The lessons of neatfiess and order. learned through good

“design teaching, should likewise be translated into beautiful scheol
work—Detter placing and spacing in written work, and a neatness,
care. and real art quality in everything produced, _ '

Included under this-heading uare all the opportunities for attractive '
cover designs for numerous booklets, from the spelling lessons and
nature leafléts in the primary grades to the history-and cooking notes
in the advanced grades. Very few of such opportunities are grasped
as they should Qe in the schools of Elyria. This is due in part to
teachers’ training that may have been defective in thig respect, and in
part to inadeqitute supplias, and to lack of supervision,

STITLIES AND EQUIPMENT,

The grade rooms of the city are supplied with comparatively in. -
~ expensive manila drawing paper.” Some water colors-have been sup-
phed in each building but in such mearger quantities that several
rooms are required to use a single set. Colored crayons are pur-
chased by the children. Supplies purchased directly by the indi:
vidual naturally cost much more than supplies purchased and sup-
plied by the school board. o
The ,variously tinted drawing and construction papers that are
such an incentive to art expression and contribute so-much to the
- attractiveness of. the result are greatlv missed; likewise are objects
of inter¢sting form and color that would furnish tnaterial for gen- .
cral represtntative drawing. - :
Sand tables are in but one or two classrooms in the city. Asa
‘consequence the children have no means for COMMunNity- expresgion

suggested by so much of the language, nature study, and ge \y
work in’ primary grades. Thé single table observed was a goodiificce
of work by an intercsted ard handy janitor. . E
Elyria has had good supervision in the past; the ability of her =
teachers to give clementar instruction in art is s good.as the aver-

. by hex chiliren aro as ablys.any; bit their possiblo accomplishs , -
- ment is limited to'the degre. that worthy, quate s B A
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S8CHOOLROOM INTERIORS.

‘We must aim to create a beautiful environment for our boys and
girls if we would have thein grow up and respond to beauty and ex-

s press it. The schoolroom which offers nothing but bare walls has de-
parted little from the schoolroom of the past.’ The walls must be
cheery and supply backgrounds of charm for worthy pictures appro-
priately framed. Some plants and a vise or two, expréssiveof good
design and-color, are necessary factors in creatirg this very desiralile
environment. Wall papershould be barred from s¢hoolrooms. Walls
should be tinted with soft-toncd water colors or painted with oil to
give a hard, washable surface. o /

A number of reoms are well supplied with pictures, an(?in asnum-
ber of cases these have been procured with money raised by exhibi-
tions. The manual-training department has rendered commendable
assistance by framing some of the prints. Teachers deserve great
credit for purchasing and caring for the many plants which give such
a softening and cheering impression in atherwise cold and formal
schoolrooms. Insome rooms, principals and teachers, with the assist-
ance of janitors or.manual-training teacherd have epected exhibition
panels for school work. These’invite the orderly and effective display
of drawings, written work, ctc. :

~ HIOH-8CHOOL ARTS AND CRAFTS COURSE.

This work is offered for four years in what is known as the indus-

» trial course. The course is clective, and is provided for girls only.
As a consequence the boys of Elyria, after leaving the seventh grade,
reccive no instruction in free-hand drawing, design, color, and art’
appreciation, which is so vital in developing the taste that one should
find manifested in school shopwork and later in home building and ~
furnishing and in modern business life and in manufactured prod-
ucts. Under the circumstances, the sympathy and intelligent efforts
of the dean of the nmnuaf-trnining department to supply this need
in a measure is recognized is very commendable.

-The number of girls electing this course is fairly proportionate to

.the number electing classical or commercial courses, and commen- ¢
surate with such optional choice in other cities. . This enrollment, h
however, appears to be falling off rapidly. Continuity of good art
work through all the grades, with special attention paid in the eighth
grade and a-symipathetic guidance for all entering high school, would
develop .and direct the natural inclination of.a larger number, both
boys and girls, toward these excellent art courses. o

.- The course offeréd in the arts and various crafts is carried out
_ slong the lines of the best thought and practices in other cities. The
">, intimate ‘correlation with the work in household arts is to be espe- .
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gaged in this work are well trained and capable, and they are en-

. domestic arts.

.- to-somg Df'th
-and.school d

DRAWING AND ART EDUCATION. 251

cially commended, with the hope that other articulation with the boys’;'
handwork nuy be equally well established. The two teachers en-

dowed with capacity for growth that should mean a continuation of
good sincere efforts and progressive ideas, :

RECOMMENDATIONS.

The restoration, at the earljest possible moment, of ‘a supervigpr L 1
ol wurt instruction is recommended.

The most fascinating material for inducing expression %hould be
provided. A course of study should be arranged that would win the
respectful attention and appreciation through its application to the
home, the dress, the school and its varied interests, manufactured pro-
ducts even to town planning and civic beautification, ¢ % ’

Through exhibitions of-school work and through other means of
appropriate publicity the entire community should be kept informed
and made appreciative of the intrinsic value of art education.

Serious consideration should be given to the profit such a super-
visor makes for a community, as well as to the savfng effected through
his judicious and économical. choice, purchase, and distribution of
supplies, : _

The blackboard should grow in favor as a means for the teacher

‘to elucidate her thought and give graphie expression to her ideas,

The pupils likewise should use it as a means for securing freedom
in drawing. o ' '

At least ene hour of art work per week should be required in the
eighth grade. This work should embody to some extent design and
color related to the boys' shopwork and the girls' home arts work, -

. In the cighth year, as well as in the fifth, sixth, and seventh years,

additional time should be given to drawings illustrating important

fatts in history, geography, and science work. Lettering, design, and
color should be applied to appropriate covers for these notes, -

Some art study should be planned and contipued through the
grades that will crente a love for- the world’s best art, and some
acquaimtance with the principles and facts underlying it. g

Elective courses of such naturo should be offered in the high
school that any boy or girl may sclect, under guidgirie_e, any work in "
drawing, design, color, or any. of the crafts that would be of service,

Consideration sheuld be given to the probability that the time al-
lofted for the arts and crafts in the industrial course is dispropor-
tionately large, compared with the needs and slower processes in the = -

- Some of the POttel'.Y Pmduqté_ of the‘ craft éhop, should ‘Bé_._doqa!:eq o
e grade schools to supply the necd for. drawing : !

D
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v

“There should be established and always continued the closest un-

“derstanding, articulation of effort, and harmonizing spirit between

the work and workers in the high schools and the grade schools,
Students who expect to become teachers shoyld be required to re-
ceive preparatory art instruction in the inghschool, and later in the

: lmmmg course they should receive instruction in methods and prac-

tice in teaching art. That instruction should be at leust commensu-
rate with the offempgs and rcqmrements in other lines. Much of the
promise for art cducm?)ﬁ in the future depends upon the ability |
and interest of the grade teacher.

While the generul aim i§ a broad. democratic one, watehful care
should be given to discovering and conserving those who have special
gifts. and would, hrough their higher attainments, bring credit to
themselves and the city that made sucl high attainment possible,

!
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Chapter XII,,
HOME ECONOMICS,

2 G
EXISTING CONDITIONS,

Sewing is a required study for all seventh and eighth grade girls.
It-is also given to the small group of girls classified as retarded.
Sewing was in the course for girls ef~the sixth grade ontil the de-

mand for retrenchments in*school expenditures. necessityted its elimi-.s

nation. The board of educition, finding it impossible to employ an
extra teacher for induspfial training for the boys of the sixth grade,

‘also abolished the sixth-grade sewing.

Cooking is given in the high-school course, and only to those who
elect the entire home-cconomics course.. Sewing -and. millinery aro
includedl in the home-cconomics work of the high school. Owing to
the fact that the home-econoniies course of the high school is of
reeent inguguration,”not all lines of work have been fullgdeveloped..

BEWING IN JHFE SEVENTH AND EIGHTH (RADES.

Teacher, Miss Geneva E. Chamberiatn; salary, 2900; employed 10 years.

_ Time, 1 period (134 hours) per week,

Girade 7B.—1. Mddel of hemstitehing. 2. Application. Hewstitched guest
towel or” dresser cover with design {n cross stitch., © 3. Madel of ‘senins.
French seums.  Overcast sewms, 4. Making of kimona-nightdress.

Grade 74.—1. Buttonhole model. 2. Muking of kimonm, 3. Muking of large
dress aproa. ' . . ”

(irade 88.—1. Making of underwear sot. (a) Drawers, Fell geams, (d)

Petticoat and corset cover or princess slip. «(c) Cm(_-heted‘ trimming for set '

anul umhroidered'déslgn it desired. ) .
Lrade $4.——1, Making of céoking unlfuny (@) Apron.  (d) Cap. “<c)
Half-sleeves, 2. Middy blouses. ; . .

- ~ .
", HIGH-8CHO0L COURBE IN’HOME ECONOMICS, -

v

Teachers.-—Oue fustructor in, food preparation and dressinaking, salary, $760 ;
vmployed 2 years. One Instructor In applled deslgn (metal work, clay, linen,
wiilinery), snlary, $850: empioyed 3 yeArs: one usslstant, salary, $800; em.-
ployed 3 yenrs. G . : ' .

Periods per 1oeek.—First year: Art, 8; cooking, 2. Second year: Art, 2l
willlnery, 2; sewing, 1. Third year: Art, 3; household economics (chiefly ad-

vanced food preparation), 2. - Fourth year (elective) : Millinery, 2; nflym_u&e"d

sewing, 8 advaneed dvanced drt, 3—arother- teacher;. ,

»

art, 2-—ofie: tencher ; 8

e

\
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Pirst ycar.

Domestic scfence.—Cooking : First.and second semesters.—A. Use of texthook. ¢
B. P’ractical caoking lessons.  C. Housekeeping. D. PersonN hygiene. E. Fam-
ily table service nnd menu wmaking. K. Lxcursions to local markets.

Finc arts.—General: lirst semester.—A. Plant study. B. Pottery designing
and application in clay. C. Designing developed from study of unit. (a)
Square.  (b) Circle. (c) Border. (d) All-over pattern. (e) Field pattern.

Second semosler.—‘\ Freehand perspective.  B. Object drawing, C. Art his.
tory. D. I’u#kctr) i Lettering. F. Theory of color. G. Pose drawing. H.
Stenciling, I Flower (lm\\mg

Sccond year.

Fince arts.—Desige and crafts: First semost.er.—A. Review of principles of
design. 'l‘lieo'ry of color. . B. Costume desigmtng. C. Bookbindlng. D. Applied
design, leather.

Second semester,—A, "Costume Joslgn B. Applied design, textiles. C. Ad--
vanced reed work. . s

Domestic art.—Millinery: First semester—A. Drafting of patterns, B. De
signing of winter ,hut Its application. C. Deslgning and making of ornament.

Secondssemestet.—A. Wire frame making. B, Designing of spring hat. Its

~ application. C. Embroldery desimns ¢ pplied. o - _

Second semester.—Sewing: A, Machine and hand work. B. Fundamental
stitches; making of samples for notcbooks. C. Use of commercial ‘patterns. D.
Making of undergm‘(nents (a) Choice of material, trimmings, and pattern.
(b) Esthnatc of cost. E. Making of middy blouse (from design made In fine

arts Llnss) R

Third year,
inc arts. —Deslgﬂ and crafts: First scmester.—A. Revlew of principies of:
Design and theory of color; house plans; period furniture; constructive and
applied design; metal. J
Second semester,—A. Interlor decoratlng B. Constructive and nppll'e(l de-
slgn; Jewelry. :
Domestic science.—IHousehold economics: A. Advanced cooking. B. Imnlm
cooking. C. Luncheon box.« D. P]unnlng and serving meals. E. Marketing. P
Fuel value of foods and requirements. G. Household managewent. H. Family

\budgbK *
Fourth ycar.

Domestic art—A. Review of, notehooks of second year., B. Alteratlon ‘of com-
mercial putterns. C. Drafting of underclothes patterns. D, Study of textiles,
E. Dressmaking. 0

Advanced millinery—First semester.—A. Winter hat. B. Making of flowers,
berries, ornaments, bows.

Second scmester.—A. Renovating of hats, rjbbong, ﬂowers. feathers. B,
8pring hat. <C: Wholesale and retall shop study.

Fine arts.—Advanced design; crafts: A. Advanced costume., B. Advanced
{oterfor, C. Posters. D. 1"1gure end stlll-life dtudy. 'E. Advanced work In
crafts.

FAULTS IN THE lIlGH 8CHOOL HOME ECONOMICS COURSE.

’ The courses in arts and crafts are of wital importance to the-home
economics work and of necessity closely correlated with it; but arts
and _crafts should not be cbns}dgred 3 part pf the home . economics'

0y department It shiguld be orgsnLZed,as a service department for the '~

E?

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



HOME RCONOMICS, 255

entire school, and its classes should be open. alike to the.young mag, i
and women in all courses. | ‘ |
Under the preseri; organization and division of time, the art studies !
" absorb time rightfully belonging o the home economics studies l
proper, leaving far too lfttle time for food preparation,. clothing {
and textiles, care of the home, care of the sick, and home administra-
tion, :
The courke is an art course with o honie economics inclination ; it
is not a hom mies course strengthened by accessory courses in
art. The ‘telation o} art instruction to home cconomics should be
similar to that of ch mistry, physics, botany, and physiology—abso-
lutely essential but separate and independent.  Art ‘should not_en-
croich upon the time rightfully belonging to purely home economics
instruction, . ’ ) o
Tt is unreasonable to require that students spend two laboratory -
periods for one cntire year on millinery, when sewing is* required
but-one year and but once aNyeek in that year. The chicf function
of a millinery course is to teach intelligent choice of materials, and
to give'to the student ability to handle hat fabrics and trimmings
with deftness. One semester of t‘euching' hould accomplish this, and
further courses should be offered as electives if at all. _
Since the students c: ter without elementary school preparation. in :
cocking, the present food preparation instructionis too limited in -
extent. ) o, 0
There is an entire absence of courses in househ/old sanitation, per-
sonal hygicne, home nursing, and meal service, ‘
. . [ .

8CHOOL LUNCHES. ¥ ’ .
«One hundred and fourteen mothers who answered the question.-
naire sent to them believe that a noon lunch served at the school -
would be advintafeous. A casual visitor in Elyria can not fail to - *
notice the large numbtr of unoccupied students who frequent the busi-
ness district during the long noon period. This noon idleness presents
other objectionable possibilities than the waste of,time during the
best part of the school day. o : g
3 A lunch served at the high sc¢hool by the school authorities would
- have many advantages: It would make possible a shortér noon period
‘and consequentty & shorter school: day; it would care for the non-
resident student ia a.better ‘manner; and’it would mnke possible
the most desirable type of practice in food preparation for the home .
econdtic students. e s S
*In schools in which\the .noon lunch is;under the dire_ct)i,on of the "
- homé economics, teacher an the regular, classes Prepare some of the. ., %
‘ that.the food can bo soldjiat i’ oik prici and. s
i in s
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help in order that the time.of students need not be used for the
hedvier tasks. - = .

The rooln now used by the studénts as a lunch room:~would be
ample and satisfactory for the purpose. Dr. Bobbitt was right in
suymg: ’ ; X : ‘

- .

% It is sutliclently absurd for the high school to teach textbook dietetics at one
hounr during the day, and then violate every dictwn of such dietetics at the -

—- Juncheon hout. . The domestic science people need to be put in charge of the
preparation und the svr'vlng of the luncheon. The schools can not afford to ..
throw gway such an excellent training oppomunity.?

) < ROQMS AND EQUIPMENT, °

Elementary schools—The sewing in the seventh and eighth grades
is done at two centers: Th'e\ one in the Gates School; the other in the
old high-school building. .

: The room at the Gates Schoal into which tlie classes were moved
in October is suitable in every way. There is a good flodr. ample
- blackboard room, an abundance of light. suflicient space, and from

it the students have access to water for washing. '

The room in use in the old high school is not clean. is heated with
difficulty. and the sanitary ‘conditions in the bascmest make this
building a menace to health. :

These two centers are reached fairly easily by all children, and the
going to and from the classes works a hardship in but few cases,

The tables in use are but temporary. and improved ones are Wnder
construction by the boys in the woodworking classes. The chairs
are unsuited to the purpose and unsuited to the size af the children,
W fortuble chairs ave essential for sewing,

* At the time of inspection the number of sewing machines wag
limited to four. Two of these were so old as.to be valueless.

The present arrangement; that students in sewing come for one- .
half of the morning or one-half of the afternoon session, makes the -

g transference from the regnlar classroom to the sewing room fairly
easy, for the students make the change from building to building
cither at the beginning of a scssion or at recess. .

High school.—The present inclusion of art instruction in the home .
economics (lepartment reswlts in four so-called home economics class- )
rooms in the Technical High School buflding.

One of these is on the third floor and is fully equipped with
modern desks, stoves, and utensils for food preparation classes,

These desks are arrafiged in the usual hollow square, and_are sup-
pligd with individualatoves. a ' ‘

. 'Adjoining the Ial{(_xr_'ﬁg}l is & room evidently designed as a dinin

room. . R !
4 ¥, 1 Page 42,  The San Antonlo IPgblie School System,” Bobbitt.
fEX = ol ¥ * By AT
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There is-a small hall or entry leading from the dining room (o

¢ the main hall and a supply pantry is connected with the food labory-

tory.

floor.  The room used for sewing and millinery is not so large for so
well lighted as a room devoted to these Ppurposes should be. The
eqnipnfent is fair for existing needs, ‘ :

kS
-

SUGGESTIONS on IMPROVEMENT.

The precent sewing room‘in the Gates Schobl or one equally good
should be permanently given to ftire sewing teacher. This room

. P 2 .
should be supplied with enough machines to have at least one good .

machine for every four girls. Comfortable chairs of different heights
~hould be supplied, so thad the children®need not sit in fatiguing
positions, ;

In the Gates building the
used.  This is practically
the first and second floors.
enotigh for the teachers.

rue of the teachers’ rest rooms on both
The rest room. an the first floor js large
Practice apartments or houses are now
considered an essential paft of home cednomics equipment;; it is sug-
zosted that the rest roomk on the second floor of the Gates building
be converted into a prictice apartment for the cighth'grade girls.
Practice in housekeeping, meal service to teaehers, and practical les.

sons in home nursing could thus be «given. The rooms,should serve -

as sewing rooms sshen so-nceded. The room adjoining the rest room

on the first floor is not in use at present and could be arranged- fop -

the use (l»f the medical examiners on their regular visits.

If the old building on‘the Gates School ground is not unsafe, a
room in it should be equipped for general cooking classés. The
fact that it does not heat Nell should be less objectionable for cook-
g classes ghan for classesfin which the children are quietly seated.
In wiry room arr _for general cooking classes there should. be,
if possible,a goof coal or wood range which may be used for teaching
hie managemept of such stoves ind for giving additional heat in
very cold wegther.. -« ’ ’ .

The preseht sewing room in the Lincoln building should be aban- °

doned ugless” better sanitary conditions “can be obtninqd._' If the
Plumbing of the building can be-nande modern and samitary, the. pres-
ent sewing room can be converted with little cost into an admirable

practice apartment, and other 1

rangements should be made immediately.. ' !
When a building is placed on the scliool property in theHimganian
village, especial consideration should.be given to conveniont and-suit-

able rooms for homig econotics teaching. 1 this locality furnishes s ; _‘: 5

) BIB04° T8 ——ar : SRR ) ¢
Y ! -, ‘&

One room used for art is on this floor, the others are on the Arst

e is considerable space not now profitubly

ooms can be used for general cooking
.and for sewing. - If this building can not be thus adapted, other ar.
i
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considerable number of school children: who do net reach the hlgh
.- school, accommodations should be arranged for classes devoting one-

-o  half of cach day to home-making lessons. Here, also, chsses for

b adult women and employed girls colild profitably be arranged.

‘ In this locality a practice cottage should be constructed which
would exhibit good sanitary living cornditions such as would be
within the reach of workers carning the average wage.

R In the high school certain ndjustments of rooms could readily bo

made. Tf the art courses be restricted as suggested, one room could

be made available for other us¢s. The first-floor room, now uged
as a sewing room, is too small for the kind of sewing that shonld

_ +be given. There is on the third floor a nvost desirable room now n=cd

o ag a study room. This room should be equipped with sewing tables,
“cutting tables, lockers for students’ materials, wardrobes for hang-
~ing partially made garments, and sewing machines in sufficient num-

bers to enable the students to work \ntlw system and without delay.
. With the equipment of the present dining room and with a <Iwht
- addition to the present laboratory cquipment, it will be possible to
» give practical courses in meal preparation and‘\ ice. In all schools
where this type of work is introduced. it has heen found po~snb]e to
secure a number of teachers who are mllmg to take their noon meal

. regularly at the school, and thus afford an dpportunity for the stu-
dents to practice in marketing. cooking. and serving food under

o conditions nppmmmatmg those of a home. ;

Experience in the care of a home should be a part of the hnme

economics course. In the Elyrin High School the only$practice place
easily obtainable is the room now.used as a teachers’ rest room.

Uslnf' this as a practice room wonld interfere but little with its

present use and would afford an oppor tumty for sctual practice in

houschold decoration and care. . ,

DESIRABLE CHANGFS,

Home economies should be so tanght in the grades that an intelli-_ .
geng girl may discover her special ab1]1tles and be able to .decide
whether dressmaking, hmlsd\copmg or¥ food" preparation is suffi-

" ciontly interesting to ler to mﬁncnce her to take vncatlon.\] courses
along any of those lines. *
_ It should be so well taught tlmt the girl completmg the eighth
. grade ghould command the requisite techmique for the satisfactory
~ *discharge of simple honsehold dntles, and be mtelhgent in her choice
"t~ " of materials and processes. . .. ‘s
" The hlgh-school course in home eoonomlcs shou]d estabhsh in the
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proper maintenance of a home; the relation of the individual home
pauts of the house and the care of the sick. Her knowledge of food,

-and hased on a-scientific foundatic.. Her taste and skill in'the fub-

lLier duties as an_Anerican gitizen should -have been awakened.

economies must be establislied in the Elvria schools, and the follow-
ing is recommended: -

Fifth-grade girls.—Three hr:um‘a week in sewing and simple lessons ﬁ]
housekeeping, '

Nixth-greade girls.—Three hours a week In clothing and small recipe food
propacation. . k

Seventh-grade glitls.—One-half day, twice a week In “clothing, food prepara-
tisn, umd lessons in sanitution and personal’ hygicne.,

I~Ii;:hth~5_'r'nr10_;:Irls.—()nc half day, twice a week in clothing, meal prejura-
wtionemarketing, and care of the home. ' s,

Selected group of students.—@verage or retarded and those who will prob-
ably be unnble to enter the high school with profit: One-halt of é&ch school
day in thoroughly practical work o sewing, Yuod preparation, und house-
Lecping. . .

Nioth gwade or first-year high school.—Two hours dally required of all girls

between foods, textides, and clothing, and houschold sanitation and cure.

' TRANSITION FROM TTE PRESENT TO THE NEW CONDITIONS,
. Recognizing that so radical a chunge with its increasetl cost can
not Ik accomplished witlyin a year, or even two, the following .sug-
. gestions arc offered that it may be attained by the end of three years:
- "To establish the course as suggested, fifth and sixth grade stu-
dents will need the same instruction during the first year, and this
may consist entirely of sewing done in the classroom by classroom
teachers under the direction of the home economics supervisor. This
will obviate the necd of extra tenchers for this work in these classes
for the first year, - -

The soventh-grade students may be given food: preparation dnly
during one-half of this first year and sewing only for pneé-half yenr,
and the same arrangement.can be made for the, eighth-grade stu-

) -dents, thus decreasing by one-half the teaching force required for,
these classes, - B ~ .

" During the first year of reorganization the “ survey couise” may

-+ "be given to all first-year high-school girls, and but two lines of .ele¢-

" . tive home economics'may be offered to the advanced | udents, One,

QL1908 S&v rea ‘double’ AQEAMOFRLOTY
il R
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to the community at large; the protection of the health of the occu-

rication of garments and the chojce of textiles should be developed.
Her sense-of social and economic responsibility and a recognition of .

', .. Alstrong courss in. textiles andiclothing, five times o week. Twa' reci.
L P D0 TRORE 1 A T I8 , X1 On’

its choice, purchase, preparation. and service, should be increased, -

To avcomplish all of this a different’ type of conrse in houe

» In all courses. This year should be n survey course with time equally divided -

A
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tion and servide, with time dmded as before, and one-half ye'u- i
‘dietetics and meal service, 2
During the second year of the transition period the i incoming 51\th-
grade students should have a special teacher and be taught the use
of the sewing machine and simple housckeeping. "Phe i incoming fifth-
gm(le class should be taught by the regular teachers as during pre-
vious year. The seventh and eighth grade work Should he managed .
as during the previons year. The high-scliool courses should con-
tinue as (lurmg the first ycar, with a third year of clectives offered
for those who have finished the previous two years’ clective. This*
third elective should be devoted to the homie. Home administration,
home sanitation, home ndrsing, household. furnishing, and decoration
ghould compose this course.
By the third year the complete and well-organized course should
Le m.umumtcd with full and vegular work thronghowt the upper
four elonwnt.lrv gracles and four high-sehool years, ™ First- year high-
school work will, thu) need to be modified to fit the better plep.uul .
students coming from the eighth grade.
The fourth- year.high- 9(1100] clective should consist of ‘\d\.mccd
dressmaking and advanced work in marketing and foad preparation.
For the'threc years ahove tlhie first, all home echomics should be
elective and should be' recommended especially to those students who
will probably not enter a college offering a home economics course,
. REQUIRED TEACHING FORCE. ’
The changes described will necessitate ¥ix special teachers of home
economics in the grades and three speeial teachers in the high school,
" with a supervisor who will teaclr one-half time. At ]no.sont fnur-
. teachers and a part-time supervisor will be sufficient.
: One year of art should be required of all students mn]ol,m" in home
L o ccnnonn(s and should be elective for all students, both young men
and young women. Under the present financial conditions in the
I‘,I\nu schools the desirability of offering so many lines of work in
fine arts may well be (]llGSthll(‘(] It scems probable that for one and
perbaps for two years-one teacher of fine arts will be able to admin-
'Mor all required wor k and also offer one or tawo lines of electives,

01'1\710\'8 OF MOTIIERA.

A questionnaire sent to the mothers of students in sewing classes

in the gx ades and in home economies classes in the high school re-

. sulted in 134 ansyers. Of the mothers who answered, 110 were born

+in the United St'\bes, and 24 were forengn born. Many mothers stated

- that'they knéw rdthing of the work given-and hence could not ex-
Jotes presis an opinion as to desirable 1mprovements The.real test-of home |
e ‘ ich + fuictions. mktheJ;’ome SNE
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life of the girl. If its effect is unrecognizable by the mother, there
must be some weakness in the teaching. :

One hundred mothers thought.cooking the most important gchool
study in home economics; yet no food instruction is given below the
high school. Only seven considered millinery most important ; yet
the millinery course is required twice a week for an entire year and
i= cleetive in the senior year, for an equal time. S§ixty mothers em-
“phasize the value of sewing} yet it'is given but once a week during
«one’vear in the high-school home economics course. Only one mother
ks arts and erafts as of great importance; vet the home: economics
course requires three days per week in the first year, two days per
week i the xecond year, three days per week in the third year, and
offers two clective art courses in'the fourth year. .

The ereater majority of mothers expressed their appreciation of
the need of hot lunches, if they are well ‘prepared. At present 183

* tuition-paying students in the high school remain in or near thie

school buildings during the noon intermission: These fucts indicate
the importance of the opportunity offered the home ecnomics depart~
ment to give practieal instruction in prepaving lunches,

. L0
ANSWERS BY MOTHERS TO CERTAIN Ql'ESTl(;,.\'S.
- Question, What do you consider the most valuable mrt of the home eco-
nofes instraction in the high school? :
Yo Answers, One hupdred mothers repliesl, cooking; 60, sowing; 18, houfe

¢ keeping: 7, millinery; 7, b:lki'n;.': 4, dreessmaking ; 4, buying; 2, mending; 2,
nterior decoration; 1, nursing; 1 art and eraft work; 1. canning; 5, meal
preparation. :

CoQuestion. What Improvc‘nt do you snggest ? é
Answers,  Bleven mothers replied, devote more time and work to home
qonomics; 10, better equipment for sewing and cooking; 8, make work more
pPRicticable; & Jhave cooking and motre general housekeeping in the grndes;
4.‘:1dnm the best methods; 1, olhnlnnte*jcwol_rj' and metal work; 1, furnish -
all materials free; 1, substitute sewing for art in-the first year If parents so
dexlre; 1, coordination with the home; 1, tmproved saultation; 1, Improved
. s TOOINS, , ) O
’ Question, Should the school provide hot lunches for the pupfls?. -
Answer, One bundred and fourteen mothers replied, yes; 13, no.
-~ : .

\ . AFTERNOON AND EVENING_ CLASSES,

£ A personal investigation leads to the conclusimﬂ'lﬁi‘txqfthe hun-
dreds of women workers in Elyria's factories not more than 3 per cent
have received high-school education, and very few have a knowledge
~of home economics, Tt is trué that thése workers are not the product

" of Elyria's schools, and in the majority of cases are not residents of *
"Elyria, but come and_go on the interurban and steam lines ;. yet it

. is probable that many of'thefse‘ young-wemen- and others like thein
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Elyria has also a rapidly i mcwasmg number of wives and mothers
who ha¥e little knowledge of the English langnage and but slight
familiarity with American ideas of sanitary and attractive homes and
American standards for the educatign and care of children. To these
neW comers LI) rin owes assistance and instruction, since. .\meri-
canization must start in the home life if it is to bv gehuine and
complete.

Afternoon or evening classes should be m.nntnnod for the mothers
in different parts of the town. With the right woman in charge,

"much valtable instruction could be given in the Ilungarian seetion

and other classes. for young housckeepers would receive support in
different sections of the city. ) ’ : 2
The Yeoung Women's Christian Association is doing gennine cdu-
cational work., It may be questioned if it is good policy to leave
for a philanthropic assnciation work which is really a community
respounsibility. :
Saturday afternoon classes and perhaps evening classes should be

established for the young wdnren in mannfacturing establishments..

A reasonable charge might be made for instruction given to non-
resident students, but to residents of Elyria these extension courses

..should be free.

'm'('mt MENDATIONS,

1. Make of arts and erafts n <eparutc elective course -in the high
school, open to boys as well as girls.

2. Give a prevocational aspect, to the instruction in home economics

in.the grades and in the first high-school year. .

3. Make home cconomics a requireq subject for all girls from the
fifth grade to the first high:school vear, anclusive; an elective in the
second third, and fourth high-schqol years.

4. Make ﬂl(} ecessary chapges gragdually 0\(;1‘ a erlod of three

y(‘ﬂrs ’ 3 o
. When the new- conditions are fully oxt.nhh&hod. cmploy one
snpcr\ isor of home cconomics teaching part-time, six special teachers

of home mnkmg in the grades, and three special teachers for home .

cunmpncs in the high school and for night and special classes.
. Shorten the noon intermission, and prov ide hot lund.os to hwh-
svhnnl teachers and students. - -
7. Organize “afternoon and evening /c]nsso.s for adults nnd for
wnng women eniployed duging the day.
8. Provide more sewing machines, better equipment in particulars
enumerated, and make specified changes in -the use of rooms,
- 9. Include laboratories for home economlcs in all plans for new
buildings,
10, Construct . “model cottage in the Hungarian section of the
clty angd: eqmp &k prn.ctme app.rtment” in ‘theé high s¢hool. ., :

B
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' MANUAL TRAINING,

o — .

. The]atest published course of study for the e}emen'tiry schools for
the year 1914-15, under the caption “Incidental Instruction,” states:

Allboys tn the-sixth, seventh, and eighth grades shall be given one lesson each
week in mechanical drawing and benchwork.

The girls of the same clasyes anid at the same tlmes shall be given lessona 1'0_
practical sewing. : )

Pruring the school year 1916-17 the teaching force was reduced, and
the work in manual training was limited to the seventh and eighth
grades, ) - . :

Handwork is not mentioned in the outline of studies for the lower
grades. Consequently, nothing is attempted in this direction, with
the exception of the oéeasional experiments of 1 few of the more ener- -~
getic and progressive grade teachers, =, : “

«

N

GRADES 1 1T 6.

While there is considerable divegsity in methods of introducing and
carrying on the work, there igAvidespread recognition ariong edu-
cators of the importance of the masiual arts in the elementary school.
Flyria bas followed the example and practice of many other citics
in selecting the seventh and.eighth years as the point at which to
introduce manual training into the elementary school. Nevertheless, °.
n better method of procedure would be to introdute the work first in
the lower grades. The more important reasons for this course-may.

. be enumgrated as follows: ' - o |-
(1) The handwork of the lower grades cost vory mihch.less for ma-
terials and equipment than the shopwork of the upper grades, and the
~enrollment in the lower grades is larger than that of theupper, grades;
consequently a much larger number of pupils can be benefited by
the expenditure of a given amount of money in the lower grades
than in the upper.’ R S -
(2) The more intensive manual arts courses of the later years loss °
«much of their cffectiverps unless a.suitable foundsfion is laid in
tite elementary handwork courses, .
=" (3) Even under the most favorable conditions it
velop numerous points of contact between the shopwy

) -,

~

difficult 'to de- 3
k and the other.. . .77
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studies of the seventh 'md cighth grades and to bring about a natural
“correlation between the activ mos of the shop teacher and the regular
grade teacher. Tt is much casier to accomplish these ends in the light -
of the experience gained in administeri ‘ing the handwork of the
earlier grades, where the poinis of re .ltl(m\])l]) between the hawd-
work and the other phases of school work are more numerous, more
patent, and more susceptible of development,

AIMS AND I’l'l‘l‘()%l"s‘

Ilandwork in tlhe cle mentary &(h(m] may be emploved for the ae-
complishment of at least three distinet educational ends: (1) To de-
velop manipulative <kill and the ability to *“do t]nn"% 1 (2) to
impart knowledge of materials and processes of con\tlu(tmm and |

< (3) to vitalize the instruction in varions subjects of study, such as
geography, history; and langruage. . .
5 Young children have neither tho mnzeular control nor the ikerest ‘
i en \Me them to follow \p()nt')ncou\l) A program confined chicfly
to the accomplishment of the first of these aims. A Ligh degree of
technical skill can be acquired by young children in certain dirce-
tions, but only at the “sacrifice of other values. Nev crtheless, the
chill enjoys -the manipulative processes. and although results are
crude at first, his ideals are capable of cultivation, and from grade to
grade inereasing omphw: may be placed on accuracy and precision
of workmanship, a progressive technical control Lkeeping pace with a
developing muscular system and a growing subjective demand. .
Necessarily the work also contributes to the (hl](] s growth.throngh
knowledge of materials and processes employed.

The methods and processes which are utilized to accomplish the
third of these aims are well adapted to the instinets and capacities of
children in the lower grudos Most children have the ingenuity ‘and
S the imagination to enjoy these activities and to participate in tliem
with profit. The work includes the arrangement on the sand tablo
of the settings of various stories which form part of the instruction
in reading and of scenes and events selected from the fields of his-
tory and geography. Tt includes also the making of small articles -
that serve some purpose in.the schoolroom, as w c]l s the representa-
tions of a considerable variety of objects tul\on up in the course of the
regular studies; such as, the implements used in carding, spinning,
weaving, etc., melhods of tmhsportntmn types of tools and utensils,
and the like. - , O

Work of this character, like that of the typo first mentioned, has a
twofold educational value for young children: It serves to illustrate
. and.vitalize the instruction in the regular studies by glvmg & rieh-
7, . ness of meaning. t6 words arid ideas through concrete: expression, | thus'

5% |maklng the- mstrucuon more eﬁ'ectlve' an& it; also seiyes in‘a ;

“"- B el
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definite way to extend the child’s field of knowledge and experience
through acquiintance with a variety of materials, their most obvious
properties and uses, and, to a limited extent, their sources and
methods of preparation for commercial use. 7

In general, it amay be said that workeof the “first type is of value
chiclly s discipline, for the development of technie, nwscular co-
erdination and control, and {dr the development of wleals, not only .
of artistic excellence and fitness of an object to its purpese but alss
of good workmanship and the relation hetween effort and achiceve- i
ment. Igds important in handwork which has these objectsin view
to maintain constantly progressive ideals of excellence in workman-
ship and design and to undertake only such constructions and proc-
exses as are reasonably within {he capacities of the children. Activi-
ties of the second type are of value chiefly for thie contribution to the
ellectiveness of instruetion in other stibjects and for the opportunity
alforded for (he free play of the child’s imagination in sel f-expression
and self=direction.  Ilere also progressive stamidards of technieal ex-
cellence shonld he applied, but not to the extent of discouraging the
chitd from thinking andeacting independently, The emnphasis should
be on spontancity and the general effect to he produced by the repre-
Sentation rather than npon process and technic. v )

Beth types of work, as suggested herein, have important places ', '
i the edueation of young childven, and should be provided in all the
v]oinont:;ry schools of Klyria. 2 : VA g

-

GRADES 7 AND 8,

The most serious eriticisme that have been directed against curgent

Practice in mannal training in these grades are that the work tends

.. to.become too formal. and that the range of activities covered is too

- marrowly restricted.  The practical diffiéultios involved in adminis-
tering a shop under school conditions have frequently led to an objee-
tionable formality in instruction and rigidity in method of pro- .
cedure, and too often the shop instruetion has been limited to a comrses
in woodworking, '

With respect to the first criticism. it must be ewident that manual -
{raining loses much of its educational value when it is reduced to a
routine in which tle instructor does most of the thinking and plan-
ning, while the activlties of the pupils consist chiefly in following
detailed directions.  With respect to the second criticism, it is to be
said that, if time permitted, manual training could be made much
more interesting and. profitable by adding to the woodwork a variety -
of processes selected from & number of other fields, such_as printing
and bookbinding, sigiple metal work, eleciricity, cement; and concrete, ;

These criticisms apply to the manual training ip the Elyria schools
to:a certaifi extent, though it should be made glear that thé-criticisme

‘apply ta the conditions under whicl the work is done, rather than
s Ay ¢ : Sl S E > ke
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’

to the efliciency of the use which is made of existing facilities ‘md
opportunities. . ‘

TIME A Llﬂ\\'r\ NCH.

4

No provision is. made during the current year for handwork helosw
the seventh year.  In the <eventh .md‘imrhth grades one lesson por
week 1s given, nr)nnn.i]lv 90 minutes in lengeth,
: With a school vear of 35 weeks the aggreeate maximum amonnt
of time for - lmp\\m I\ 18 97 hours per vear. or 74 davs of § hours cach.
Even this small amount of time is subject 10 diminution beenuse
of oceasional mtérryptions. It seems clear, therefore’ that the
proper conditions"have not heen provided to insure the maxinun
benefits from manual tainine. The faet that results dwnml worth
while are attainable even under thic ingdequate allowance of time
Justifies the cortention that more and better realis may he expected
4 with more time. .
" B isENT, .

The oqui]mwn( for manual training for the seventh 'md eighth
grades con-i-t~ of two shop centers, one in the high-school building
agd the other at the Gates Sehool, The former is in use three entire
mornigs cach weelo one entire afternoon. and half time on fonr
efiernoon; -in the ageregate about three-fifihs of the rexular scliool
Stime. The, Iatter is in nse two mornings eaeh week, or about one-
fifth of the regular school time. “The time devoted to manual train-

ing_in these arades coitld thevefore be donbled without using the
t'qmpm('nf to its full capacity.
The <hops are fiited with work benehies and tools adapted to the
: k‘nul\ of wor lc that may he profit: ml\ undertaken with classes of hoys
in the time aHowed, The shop the high-school building is -atis-
« Tactory. 1t i~ near the other <hops in the same lnnl«lm" and
any item ofs cquipment lacking in the grade shop may be readily
procured, _
« The Gates School shop is located in the old building, which has
all the unattractiveness of outlived usefulness.  The rooms occupied
for nanual training are soniewhat crowded. A - power drill, tool
grinder, and civenlar-saw, beneh are loeated in an unheated rQoin,
detached from the shop i whicl the pupils work. 3

THE COURSE OFW STUDY. .

The course of study for the seveith and eighth grades consists of
the construction of n series of smal] objects mlended for personal or
home use. As outlined for 1916-17, these include = First semester—
pen tray, paper cutter, cont hangergtie rack ; second seimester—Dbrush-
broom holder, cup-arid-saucer rack, pressing board, tool box, and two

>, small pieces of simple furniture, ta be selected by | the pupil,  Eighth
oo oyeare First semester—-—-sled, cuttmg board ; second semester«-—staboret,

4

%

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

S "4 » b X
ok 5 : 4 A A/.




o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

\

s

A

\\
\

.

= The announcement of the Elyria High School for 1916-17 contains
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jewel box, and a piece of simple furniture, to be selected by the pupil.
Fach hoy pays the cost of the material in ench article he mukes for
himscl, These projects are suppleniented from time to time by the
construction of- various articles of furniture und appavatus for the
school,involving sometimes individual and sometines community
effort. . i

'he course has been planned (o introdnce the use of the principal
woudworking hand tools and processes, simple wood finishing, and o
fow processes in cold metals. - The course of study and methods of
metruction are similar to those obsorved in many other cities, the
g liy of work being sonmewhat ahiove 1y average.  Under the pro-
vailing conditions of large elazses. limiied time, and restricred fucili-
ties it e diflicult to devise conrses and methods that will invalve n

greater variety of aetivities and accorplish more for the time and

cheray C.X}N‘ll‘]l‘d.-

The depariment is naking o commendable offort to work ont a
program for a specinl unetaded et of hov<, meeting one perimd
(1 miinutes) daily in the shop. .This experinent would nundonbtedly
Le more fruitful of vesults if the wmount of time were doubled or
trebledtand thie instractor permitted o malke an dggressive at{ack on
hi~ problen. i . ° i .

The prevoeational aim receives no adequate consideration in the

manual-training program, and the same is to be said of vocational

guidancee.

THE HIGH *SCHOOT..

omtines of the following eourses: =

A1) Classieal conrsé, college preparatory : offers the possibility of |

clecting, in the freshman vear. one eredit in general science oF manual

training or avts and erafis, S o .
(2) Commercial conrss: offers the, possibility of electing. in (he

fre<himan vear, one evedit in mannal training ot arts and crafts

3) Tudustrial conrse. preparmg for the engineeving college. or for”

industry: 4.3 credits in meehanical drawing and shopwork, and 11
credits in lnmgunge, history, mathematies, nd science.-

(1) Tnadditioy to the high-school course there is offered a special
or yocational course, six years in length: beginning in grade 7.
Approximately one-third of the time in grades 7 and 8 is assigned
to shopwork, and one-half of the time in grades 9 to 12 is assigned
to shopwork and mechanical drawing. . : :

Accordiig to the annoincement, bays are assigned to this speeial

_ coursg, by the superiritendent “after careful consideration of ench .
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full apprenticeship course In any line, but it Iy hoped that tbey will find an
occupation in which they may become good worken,

The course of. study theoretically covers the seventh and eighth
grades and fout. years in the high school. The 13 elementary school

boys in. a(tmul.mcc, however, were doing sixth as well as seventh

and ¢ighth grade work, The tine is divided cqn.lll) between aea-

demic and manual work:  Arithmetic is effectively correlated witl
shop problems. s\ hiztory recitation observed ‘was stimulating aul
full of interest.  The discussion turned gn our relations with Ger-
many, and the pupils raised all sorts of questions pertaining to our
international relations. They were ev idently reading the papers and
1h.nL|n~', .nnl Llu_\, needed no 1)10(1([“1" :

- . CokquirMeNT,

The cyuipment in the high-school building inchides the following:

(Crade nuvivad Araining. shop, already’ m(&wnul approximaely
48 by 88 feet; occupied three entive mornings and one afternoon
period weekly by grade classes, one afternoon period daily by high-
seltool elasses; contains 21 single work b(‘lltll(‘\ ar 1nd:t(>ne band-saw,
demonstration theater. g ° ¢ :

Cabinet shop, approximately 40 by 25 feet; oceupied one .period
daily by special ungraded cl: 15«, contains 16 single bencehes.

Lathe aid pattern shop, approxinmtely 40 by 23 feet 5 occupied singy
periods duily by high-school classes, except last five \\ocl\s of yeag,
when one class tul\cb foundry practice two periods daily; contains
15 single benches, 11 tyood-t rning latlnck demonstration thexter,

Loundry, approximately 40 by 25 feet ; o(cupml twq periods d.ulf
for five weeks by higli-school-class; contains small iron apovla and
equipment for 16 students. - :

1’(;7/(‘ shop, approunntu]) 5 by 30 fcot ocenpied two periods -
daily in the morning and two periods dally m the afternoon; “’"'}ﬁ.
tains 16 down-deaft for"es, with anvils and tools. ~

Mechanical drawing-redm, approximately 50 by 25 feet; ouupw(]
eizht periods daily; contains 24 single drafting tables.

The cost of equipment, including the Gates Sclxool shop, is .1p-
proximately as follows: .

fates School elmp___-_____'._---____...' ______ ‘—} _______________

(-nule manual tralnfng shop (hl"h school bulldln;:)
(‘ublnet shop ............. U S S

JFoundry X %
Foie shop :
M POON & et % 1,200
Mechanteal drawlng-room (lncludlng ndJltIonn\ equlpment in ‘

Storage) .
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The number of wood-turning, lathes appears to be somewhat in
excess of the requirements of the present enrollment of ‘studerits and
course of study, and a.rearrangement of the equipment, as suggested
by the,instguctor in charge of the lathe and pattern shop, has been
approved.  Aside, from this, the benches, machines, and tools have
been well selected and arranged, and the equipment generally shows
evidence of careful use. '

The faet that a part of the equipment is not used.to its full capacity
appears to be due, partly at least, (o the reduction of the teaching
statl. The foundry and forge shop will not be used to capacity for
some time to come, but 4f « more liberal and aggressive policy were
angurated it is doubtful if the remainder of the eqApment would
prove more than adequate. : .. ,

A room upproxﬂimtclyﬁlo by 100 feet has Leen set aside for
machine shop, to be equipped at a Jater date, when fourth-year
¢lasses are veady, and when prices for equipment return to normal

- levels, ’ -
COURSES OF STUDY.

The arrangement of courses of study in the Elvria high school
does not. encourage boys generally to take the work in imanual train-
ing. | Since students in’ tha classical and commercial courses are’
limited to the possibility of electing one credit only i nanual train-
. ing, it practically means that only those tuke this worl who clect
cither the industrial course or the special ‘vocational course. "The *
~industrial course is intended to prepare for the engineering college
or for entrance into industry, and-the speeial voeational course is
Planned for boys “who would otherwise drop out of school,” and
who presumably are contemplating omplo_\'nwnt_’in the industries. ¢ .
It may be assumed, therefore, that with few exceptions only those
Loys elect these courses who already have reason to expect to follow. ¢
+ industrial careers.  For such boysthe work hits a’ measure of voca-
tional value, so far as it foes, : ) ' )
The.policy appears to ignore (1) the potential value of manual
training and mechanical drawing as a part of the general gduéation
of all normal boys, and (2) the prevoeational valuc of these lines
of work when properly presented to boys \?10 desire to discover
their own native talents and how to make the most of them, )
The same courses and methods can not well be made to serve all
tliree aims: Vocational, prevocational, and general education.” If
. the dominant aim is to continue. to be vocational, it is advisable*to
modify some of the work in oider to bring it in closer accord with_
the requirenients of the industries. The courses in forging, pattern: -
making, and architectural drafting, as now given, seem to meet thess: ;<'x
‘itequ‘i'r‘emginf_s.'l;e;t‘t‘ep;-vt‘h.qp ‘the ‘others... Observation .if: the ‘work aics
. -machine ‘design sug the:possi %
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may ‘accept a principle and produce a drawing ‘which he does not
. Inlly understand. The methods followed in - the cabinetmaking
~ course are better adapted to realize the general education aim than
the vocational aim. In both of the courses just mentioned, and, per-
~ " haps, in certain others, there are indications that the pressure of
anxiety to cover the ground of the course has caused the instructor
to do some of the thinking and planping and preparation of material
that should form a part of the student’s expericnce, ~ :
The special, or vocational, course represents g progressive niove, -
and with proper encouragement’ should render a valuable service.
Its :1dvantagi&3 should be made available to, more pupils. Boys who °
cenroll in this course spend two periods (90 qninut'cs),duily in shop-
work, and devoté the remainder of the sehool time to reading, writ-
ing. arithmetic, and geography in the-seventh year, and to reading,
arithmetie, physialogy, and English in the eighth. Beginning with
the ninth year, one-half of each day (2.5 hours) is spent in drawing
and shopwork, and one-half in.acndemic subjects.  As outlined in
. the prospectus, the drawing includes mechanical and architectural
drawing; the shopwork inehudes woond Aurning. gas fitting, plumb-
ing, forging, electricity, pattern-making: molding, foundry, machine
- shop, cabinetmaking, machine woodworking, though not all of these .
- courses are actually given. About one hour daily is devoted to arith-
metic and indystrial geography, and the remaining hour and one-
hglf-tsassigned to reading, writing, spelling, history, civies, simple "
accounts, and elementary science. .
The special course is an adaptation of the plan of the elementary _
industrial school or prevocational school, which is béing tried in a
s, " munber,of cities. The Elyria autliorities &re to be commended for
"v. their progressive attitude. Further agdditions . he equipment
; - available will be necessary,before the plan can be carried out in its
. entirety,” - ’

>

.

THE MANUAL-TRAINING STAFF. .

.. 'There are five instryctors, of whoin one teaches full time, mechani-
cal, architecturaly and machine drawing; one teaches full time, pat-
tern making, cabinetmaking, and foundry; one teaches full, time.'

" seventh and eighth grade manual training, and ono class in advanced

. . cabinetmaking; one teaches half time, forging; one teaches one cluss

- daily—the special angraded class, - :

.o ,
5 N a & ° "TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE. < . . g .
. . - e O

S Cee AT o SRRl
1, . Of the five members of the staff, one- repofts no schgoling_above
"higirschool grade;. three have had some professional nompal train-
* ing; two have hiad brief courses.in business college; three have taken
SHTL e e '\‘11", T ,‘f** gf’ < <6 3
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correspondence~school courses; and two have had some- college or
“nniversity work, Disregarding the correspondence course, and esti- ]
mating*a’ summer school co'ur§e as one-fourth year, the average °
wmount of schooling above high-school grade for the five members

of the staff is 1.4 years. i : . V _

“The staff includes one instructor now teachi ng in his first year. one
who has taught 5 years (prior to September 1,1916), two who have
tanght 9 years cach, und one who has taught 27 years, the average

“Ieing 10 years. ’ )

EXPERIENCE IN OTHER OCCUPATIONS,

The possibility of developing at least a limited variety of voca.’
-tional courses 1s suggostml‘”i’ the record of experience in occupations -
other than teaching  Twe instructors have had 1 year,’one has had *
F years, one had had 7 years. and one has had 43 years of experience

n occupations other than teaching. averaging 112 years each. The
list includes 12 -differcnt’ occupations, as follows: Blacksmithing,
cabinetmaking and furniture factory, carpentry, clerking in store,
farming, {mlx}vy, machine-shop orlk, millwrighting, paper mill
~work, patterndmaking, selling’ subscriptions and advertising, stoné
quarry work. ! ?

o TRAINING SI.NCE ENTERING THE SERVICE.

*In response to the question, “ What courses have you taken in nor-
mal school, college, university, correspondence schéol, ete., for the
purpose of ‘improving your work, since entering the service of the
Elyria school?” three instructors report as follows: One has taken
five summer-school courses in institutions offering special courses for
. tlic preparation of manual arts teachers, and four correspondence
courses ; one has taken a nine weeks’ course in a normal school; one
* . has taken three summer-school courses irrs State univérsity, one-half
Yyearin & business college, and twg corresporfience courses. Thisisa . .
1 very creditable showing for the three instructors, and indicates-a
. commenduble disposition to study the special problems of the manual
arts and to endeavor to keep abreast of progress in this rapidly de-
~veloping field. “One of the other £wo ipstructors is teachifyg this year
for the first time, and the other has in the Elyria school system
only four years, _ -
" The board of education would be justified in taking the position
that the rapid -evolution of educational ideals: and practices lays
upon every teacher the obligation of follpwing some plan of. defl-

- =" be.desirable for regular teachorsk it is practically ndispénsable fop
'+ teachers in the. special ﬁgl’d‘jof,th manoal arts, where much axpersc
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mental work remains to be done, eépocial]y in relation to programs
and methods of procedure. ’ .
4
N PROFERSION AL READING, LN

The members .of the manualtraining ¢taff weré asked to state the
titles of a few of the most Impagtant l;)o‘nks on education which
they had read during the past two years. In response to this
question, oue instrictor gave no report, while four reported a total
of 13 books read, as follows: Staudards in Edunecation. All the
Children of All the People. Forging. Foundry Practice. Social
Psichology. - The Modern Sghool. | Vocational Guidance. The

W Teacher and the Child. High School Problems.  Schools and Ad-
ministration.  Ifow to Study. Kural Problems. The Portland
Survey.- : . )

Of the four instructors. one reported one book read, one. reported
two bools, one reported three. and one reported 'seven. No twd in-

v structors reported the same book. ’ ) :

In.response to the questign; “ What educational perivdicals do
you read regularly?’ the five instructors reported an average of’
three magazines cach.  One instructor reported one magazine, one

" reportetl two magazinces, one reported three, one reported four, and
one reported five.  The list. which includes eight different magazines, -
1s as follows, together. with the number of teacliers'by whom each is
read: Architectural Record,. 1; Industrial Arts Magazine, 3: Man-
ual Training Magazine, 4; Ohio Educational Monthly, 3; Ohio
Teacher, 15 Pathfinder, 1; School and Society, 15 School Century, 1.

The facts presented in connection with the two foregoing lists

a mpy be accepted as evidence of a desire for improvement on the part
of the manual-training teachers. ¥ This disposition should be en-
~gouraged by.-those in-authority. “A supervisor could accomplish ~

- -much by organizing the staff into a study class for the purpose of

" - systematic reading and discussion. . The number of books read shoulq
be many times greater. . :

Additionatevidence of a wholesome professional attitude is found

‘in the memberships in educational organizations reported. Of the
five instructors, onc is d member of one professioml association,
“one is a member of three associations, fwo are members of four asso-
ciations each, and one maintains embership in five associations. -
Six diﬁet#énpﬂorganimti&ﬁtqf(xgp ted. The list, together withs.
the number of teachers reporting meinbership 4n eaéh, is as JLollows
_Cleveland Manual Training €lub, 3; Lorain County Manual Train-
ing Club, 2;-Lorain County Schoolmasters’ ‘Club,.5; Northeastern

_ ne e . T RS . IR SRR LTI L, N0 S Qo NGO xd
%7 Ohio, Teéachers? -Association,.4;/Ohio Industrial ‘Arts Association, 1;
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. f
BECOAM MENDATIONS OFFERED BY THE STAFP.

" Four members of the staff, in response to a request, offered sug-
gestion o to ways in which the work of the department might be
mproved. Their suggestions may be summarized as follows:
lx'r'Iatinp,lo. organization and administration: 1. A -supervisor needed. 2,
More jnstructoes needed. 3. Too many pupils, and, too many classes, per ’

teacher, In some cases. 4. More and better coordination of work needed. -
5. Insuficient” time to do required work thoroughly. 6. Yoo many retarded and

incorrigible boys in special classes,

7. More confereuces of shop‘ teachers

needed,

Relating to course of study and methods: 1. More Judictous selection of
materinls. 2, More reference material needed. 8. Bfore efticient use of refer-

-

chee materlal avatlable. 4. Textbooks for supplementary work in shop.

Ietating to physieal condilions: 1, More

money peeded for equiprment .and

maintenance, 2. More judiclous selection of cquipment. 8. Better arrange-
nment of equipmient. 4. Stereopticon or reflectoscope, or both, needed. 5. Ath-
letic field and gymnasium needed,

» These sugirestions afford materinl with which the staff itself could
Proceed at once upon an aggressive program of unprovement and de-
velopment of the department, if given the right kind of leadership,
In the attempt. to éstablish a new lime—of work in the schools, like

. the manual arts, it is a mistaken pelicy tb ‘“save mopey by elimi-
nating eflicient and authoritative super\'isi(;n. The meinbers of the

., manualTraining staff are agreed in the opinion that their work Is
seriously handicapped without a supervisor.

. SUMMARY,

The impressions of the man al-training staff hay be summarized
as follows:. .
(1) There is a consi fabMerange of individual qualifications in
respect to professional préparation and experience.
- (2) In respect to professional ablity, personality, and Pdtential
strength, the staff is probably equal, if not superior, to that found
in other cities of Blyria’s class, ' - '
* (8) The inspiration that might be tontributed by ‘the leadership
of a competent supervisor is conspicuous by its absence. Not only.
- is the Work of the several members of the staff imperfectly courdi-
nated but there ifflack of definitencss and direction in the individ-
ual efforts toward building up the department as well as toward pro-
fessional self-development. . ' "I ;
(4) The professional reading and study reported by the members.
of the stafl suggests a lackwof definiteness of method and purpose,
.28 well “as lack of acquaintance with some of the best of the Tecsint
literature in this spepinl field, - ; i
01564'~18—— 18 : 2T
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. RECOM MENDATIONS. . * .

L. Superrizor—The next step to be taken in cofnection with
mannal training in the Elyria schools is the appointment of a capable
supervisor, who. under the direction of the superintendent, should he

' v\ponsxble for the administration of all the manual training and
voeational classes from the first grade throngh the high school. He
should personally direct the details of the work in agrades 7 to 12,
inclusive. An assistant supervisor. preferably a woman, should he

foncen. appointed. to whom shonlgl be a<-izead the task of introdneing and
directing the handwork e grades 1o 6, under the general direction
of the supervisor.

The duties of the supervisor shonld be to oranize the department.
to cupervise and direct the work of the instruction In mechanical.”’
architectoral, and machine drawing, and shoowork. to <ecure better
coordination of the work of the various eonr-es. to arrange regulpr
confercnees of the speeial tegy chers for di-ens<ivn of.the problems of
| the deportment. to organize the staff into a group for pm{o\slonnl
i reading and study. and to make necessary armancements for equip-

i ment and =np])]m\ He chould be o man worthy of a salury of at

least £1.500, and shonld not give innre than hadf time to teaching,

. The duties of the as-ivantsupervi-ar should . to confer with the

¢+ regulav teachers in grades 1 to 6. assisting them 1o introduce such

“types of handwork ns they are now prepared to handle, and to meet
the teaclvrs in small gronps for the purpose of instrueting them in
th technic of =uch additienal linds of worl as it may be decided to
introduce.  She <hould also preppre, ontlines of courses, detailed.
directions for procedure. and arrange for necessary equipment and
snpplies. She should give not more than hy alf tine to teaching, and
thn salary for this position shonld be at least $1,200. '

. Elementary handwork—Steps should be taken to bring the .
I‘IVI ia schools in line with edycational | progress through the intro-
duction of a well-organized scheme of handwork for grades 1 to 6.

*This work should hava in view the aims suggested in the foregoing
‘diseutsion, In the lw;_nnmnw the lines of work should be ?Sl]l"(‘f(‘(] to
meet the cnpacmeq of the various teachers to handle. them, but notice
should o given that after a reasonable time {say September 1. 1921)

. gmde tenchers “ou]d be expected to teach the handwork oufined in .

.~ the course of study. A departmentalized system n gradeq 4, 5, and
.6 may bo encopraged, by which one teacher in a ‘building would be

Jesponslh]e for the handwork for thé boys. another the handwork for

the girls, nnother the mumc, and so on.

. " o - > % .
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e‘ ‘Admlnlatutlon ind Bupervislon, be “adghHi nlmely' thiat " primary. rvisor-: N“ N &
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3. Time allotment.—During the igtroductory period from 30 to 60
ni . ites per week sheuld be allowed for handwork, but the sehool
prugram and course of study should be readjusted gradually to a
more libera[“allowand®.’ At first it may be objected that it is im-
pussible to add bandwork as a new subject to a curriculam already
crowded. That this is not a fair statement of what is proposed, how-
ever. will become evident after the teachers have had opportunity to

experiment with the work under favorable conditions. Ultimately

1w would be found practicable to set aside not less than one-tenth to
one-eighth of the present school time in grades 1 to 6 for hand-
~ork; that is; from two to three hours per week, divided up iuto
from three to five periods, :?(‘C()l'(“llg to program conditions.

In. grades 7 and 8 (and 9 if the junior high-school plan be
adopted) the Tanual arts shbuld reccive not less than one-fifth
to one-fourth of. the "present school tinie, or five to seven hours
weekly. The program should be flexible enough to provide an even
lirzer proportion of time for this purposge, up to one-third or one-
half. for groups of selected pupils under special conditions on an .
clective basis. R i
4 Leoryanization.—As already suggested, a place for elementary
baudwork should be found by a reorganization of the course ot study
and nrodified methods of instruction and not by the mere mechanicaF
process of displacing sumething old in order to add something new.
R is sufficient to indicate those features of reorganization and method
which would affect the handwork : 5

(¢) To the extent that handwork is used to illustrate apd reinforce
the instruction in other subjects (as language, arithmetic, geqgraphy,
history), it becomes a method of teaching these subjects and does not .
reqiive A special allotment of time of its owa. By thus making the
struction jn’ these 'subjeets more vital and concretey and hence more
eflicient, the same ground can be covered in less time._

() Courses’of study in the public schools afe to a certain extent
an inheritance from a period in which the determining factor-in the
organization of the curriculum was the analysis of the subject matter
that it was de@med important for thesindividual to léarn. "Current
scientific studies of education are animated by the dispaosition to
examiné the processes of development going on in the child, the

essential factors of adjustment to environment, and the necessary

preparation - for complete functioning. a8 an adult indiviliual, a
himan being, a citizen in a democracy, capabla of maintaining him,
sclf and those dependent on bim. The course of study is. being ex-
amined with the yiew to determining its fitness to.contribute to-

tlw rathes than. the gompleteness with wmch-mwﬁ the: = |

va\g8 Tundamental felda of knowledge. This analysis has alrea dy

procéedéd far’ enough o identify certain nonessential material g
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several school subjects. The elimination of nonessential materia]
makes for more effective instruction and for economy of time.  *-

(¢) More time for handwork may be had by a redistribution of
subjects in the-various years of the elementdry school. For cy-
dmplo. arithmetic: Handwork involves all the fundamental operi=
tions in arithmetic, and affords-a most natural and concrete methul

of instruction in these operations; this fact, together with the serious

questioning, on other grounds of the necessity of having.formal.

jnstruction in arithmetic spread over so many years of the clemen-

. tary school, suggests the possibility of accomplishing the desired
results iy arithmetic with mueh less c\pemhtme of time for formal
wnslxuctnon. ' 4

()" The introduetion of handwork and other features of the mod-
crn schooly such as physical exercises, games; deamatizations, serves
to make school work more inferasting ‘md more cnjoys 1ble, so that,
cven if the d""l(‘"ﬂ(C time actually devoted4o instruction is not ma-
tevially increased, more can be qccomphshcﬂ with fess fatigue and
vith greater satisfaction to both thchels\qud pupils,

(¢) There is an observable tendency i i the direction of a longer
school year and a longer school day. By a proper distribution of
work peuods and recreational features it should be possible to ac-
complish the foHowing enlls: Afford more time for proposed new
activities; eliminate largely, if not entirely, the necessity for home

some ‘than.under the existing progrun. S

(f) There is also an observable tendency to. sogx-‘te in special
classes (1) pupils who are malun" tore rapid progress through
the grades than the pormal rate of/ one grade per year; (2) those
wlho are slower artd retarded; and (3) those who are below normal,
physically “or mentally. * Pupils of these types constitute special
problems and should have special treatment. The segregation of
these pupils, therefore, makes for more effective and more economlml
use of the time of all concerned. ‘ .

5. Scope of work.—The object in viey should be a well- orgmmod
and articulated scheme of handwork running through the entire 8VS-
tem, incorpoygting the best featurcs apphcnble to local conditions
that have begp developed by progressive: cities, with lines of work
of. sufficient variety and scopo to meet thé approval of modern edu-
cational thought and adapted to the capncmes and needs of chil-
dren at successive stages of growth, . - -

The work 'should connect mtlmntely and eiﬁcmntly with the ac-
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The work in the first four years should be adapted as closely ag _
possible to the requirements of the reorganized course of study, and -
should involve the manipulatidn of materials and processes in paper
and cardboard, textiles, basketry, weaving, and drawing. Beginning'

- with the fifth year the lines of work may well diverge with the vary- .
‘ing interests of boysand girls, and for the boys should include oppor-
tunities for work in«thin wood, and elementary processes in book- *
binding, printing, clay, cement, plaster, and such other groups as
further study of conditiens may indicate,

In the seventh and eighth years the boys should earry still further
the pioblems in printing and bookbinding, and to these should be
added suitable work in copper, brass, iron, leather, cement and con-
crete,clectricity, benchwork in wood, and mechanieal .drilwi.ng. The
woodwork might well include some simple framing and carpentry.
All the shopwork shduld be made as practical as possible. The cor-
responding work for girls is discussed elsewhere in this report.

More systematic and determined effort should be made to study
and pfovide for the needs of special groups of children, such as those
who are for any rehson retarded in physieal or intellectual develop-
ment or in their progress through the grades. '

With the increase in time available, it will be possible to devote
suflicient attention’to.mechanical drawing’in the clementary schools
to enable all boys to make and read simple working drawings, and to

“provide for a few an introduction to the elements of architectural or
machine drafting. All the mechanical dragging should be practical
in character and in accordance wi npprwstandards of drafts-
manship. This work shoild be ur he direction of the supervisor
of manual training, and taught by shop teachers, or by teachers who
are familiar with shop cgndit‘ion's and keep in close contact with the
school shopwork. - 4 , . .

6. Aims and purposes.—1It should be expected that the catire school
system will assume a new point of view, and that mannal training
will be introduced, not so.much as a new subject with its claims and
demands, but with the distinct purpose of contributing to the effi-

¢ ciency of the whole system. S ,

The service rendéred to children by the manual arts should not be.
limited to its contribution to general education, even in' the elemen-
tary .school, though this may properly be the primary motive. So
long as children are permitted to abandon. permanently their birth-
‘right of school privileggs at the immature uge of 14 or aven 18 years;

., there can be no adequate defense of an educfatioml olicy that.-.
heglectgyto offgr in the sthool some rationsl; preparation for the life

" stroggle_ which thesh childgen-are allowed to anter. b 3

Uniuestionably, therefors, beginning at the latest with the seventh”
year of school, the prevocational aim for most childrengand the voca-
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tional aim for some children, should have definite recognition ins
the public schools. While the influence of these aims should not bs
“ limited to the work in the manual arts, it is here that the most favor-
able cmditions will be found for its expression and development.
"By “ prevocational aim” is understood the attempt to assist Lovs
and girls to study their own capacities and the possibilities of their
environinent, to “find themselves,” and to make an intelligent choice
‘at the right tifne of-a future caveer based upon some adeyu:no
understanding of these considerations instead of drifting hélples-ly
~“into whatever chunceind ignorance may offer. :
The “vocational aim” will be served by any course of activity
whiclhy may be carriéd on in the school or encouraged elsewhere under
the supervision of the school that assists boys @nd girls to malke
some progress i ‘preparation for anoccupation that is definiicly
anticipated. : .
. T Equipmcnt.—The cqnipnient and arrangement of the shops for
grades seven and eight (and nine, if the junior high-school plan !,
adopted) should be sonewhiat different from those now in use. 'I'lie
. type of shop that has existed in the past developed under the influ-
ence of traditional schog-ideals of class units and rigid prooams,
and although there has been fiuch more freedom and-flexibility in the
shop 'than in the usual classroony, there is need of still further
(lexibility. ' B
. The new type of shop is conceived as a laboratory i which real
problemy iy be“tonsidered and solved by the pupils.  Such proi-
_lems may frequently involve other processes than those ;found 1n
woodworking, and it is desirable to provide equipment in safficicut
variety to prevent the work from being contined to too narrow lines,
The transformation in shps and equipment should Rebronght abont
g'l':lduully to enzble teachers to prepare themselves for e new
conditions. Nothing is gained by adding tools or materials whicly
. teachers are not qualified to wse advantageously and efliciently.
It is not necessary that all of the desired lines of work bo carriedQ
" on in any one shop, though a ‘considerable variefy of work may he
" thus provided. The object in view is to provide pupils witlt'ns wide
_u Mange as practicable of useful experiences, and this may be accon-

~ plished in various ways. « N ' i

. R ’
8. Course of study.—The suggestions made. herein contemplate

~ emphasis- upon problems which require constructive thought on the

.. 'bart of the pupil, stimulat® the development of ingenuity ‘and in-

" jtiatite in dealing with new situations, insure the formation of cor-

rect habits of technic- and craftsmanship; and ovcasionally demand ®°

cooperative effort.in which the studanta work together jii groups on’_

single project. . Tdp:oftén. school training hus tended: torrepress i~
-~ dsponderics and resourvefulneds:ih- s chiildy: aiit to discorirage: thay s

»
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cooperative spirit, through the teacher’s preliminary analysis of |

processes, and through refinement in details of directions for pro-

Y cedure.  These Taults in method have often resulted from orver-

burdening the teacher with too many pupils, and from the utter in-

suiliciency of the time allowed. .

To provide problems to be solved by the pupils instead of by the
teacher is mueh more difticult than to outline courses of models or
exercises.  Nevertheless, it is ay ideal toward which public school
work in thd manual arts 1s tonding, and as an ideal it has the advan-
tage of repgesenting a type of work that produces the maximum of
mterest :1113 profit for both teaclhierund pupil. .

At the same tite, supervisor and mstructor must' not be permitted
to lose sight of the value to both teacher and pupil of carefnl analysis
of every-individual problem, and of definite and orderly progression
inthe year's work. Too much enthusinsm for the freedoni nnd fas-
ciation of-the practical-problem method of work, nnrestrained by
lusistence upon thought [ul analysis and svstematie procedure. can
not be expected to produce resnlts of educatiopal value commensurate
with the amount of energy displuyed. The best teachers will bo
found to depend mueh on the analysis of each problem into its sue-
cessive steps, and a study of the history of manual training will show -
that the content value, or cducationn] value, conies only after suck,
dalysis has been made, or in the process af making it. For this
reson, suceessful teaclwrs endeavor to have the vork of analyzing
the problem dogie by the pupil, so far as passible, thongh they
. recognize that'in the earlier stages it must necessarily be done by the—

teacher, : . -

The industrial eourse in t]lo'high school should be continued, and
modified to permit students whe do not expect to enter college to

*elect a larger proportion of shopwork, The shopwork conrses offered,
wnd methods of instructton, should be based on the opportunities
opén to boys and young men in local industria) plants, -

" The s;;(;ci;x] vocatiopal course should be continued, and facilities
provided as rapidly-as possible for offering an increased variety in
shopwork. * The student in this, as in other shop courses, ‘should
produce many articles of équipnient and furnishings required by
the schools, . o

The regular college preparatory curriculum of the high school
should be modified by the introduction of more clectives, thus tak- -
ing advantage of the tendency on the: part of colleges and upiver-
sitics toward a more liberal intérpretation of-entrance réquiréments,

Among these electives should heincluded as wide & variety_ as pos-

sible of cgursg‘s in ’g!lquofk ar}d'drawing,; m 838 mapy msi&%e% the W

curriculum as practicable, in Vview of the prior demands of the tech. ~« -

nical ¢urricula, =i - S
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9. Library—Steps should be taken as carly as practicable to pro-
vide, for the use of both teachers and pupils, a carefully selected

library Of the best current Tittrature in the fields of the manual
“arts, vocational guidance, and vogational education. Sdme of the

important items should be duplicated and supplied to all shops or
classrooms where tlicir use is appropriate. In addition, there should
be a sinall collection i each school building and a more complete
and compreliensive reference library at the high school. "An initial
appropriation of $300 and an annual appropriation of $50 for this
purpose is suggested. ’ .

©
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Chapter XIV.'
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION. ‘

a

For many years it has been evident that the public school offers
more definite and more effective service to the boy or girl who can
1se this schoolmg as a stepping-stone to further training in <ollege
ot finiversity than it does to the one who must make the best of it
as preparation for a life carcem without the higher education. The
records show that many boys and girls of high-school .age have ,
drapped ont of school. While the: <1rrmﬁc.mce of the reasons fok 3
Ahese withdrawals is still more or less in dispute, there is reason to
Lelieve that emphasis upon the aim of preparation for college has
cperated as a selective force, attracting and retaining pupils who
can bedeld to this aim and tending te ohmm‘\tc others. .
With the development of the ldo.xl -of Qunocm(‘y in education,
*in the sense of equality of education® oppor: nity, there have come
numerous attemyprts to adapt the school to the needs of all children.
There has been a, tendency at times to confuse the issue by assum-
ing that the proposal to make education vocational—that i is, to make
it prepare definitgly for some useful occupatich—is withont prece-
dent and therefore dangerous.  Theoretically, however, the pr fmary
aim of edueation is to prepare for life; our higher education has
always had specific vocational-value. This value is not discounted
n dll\' way by the fact that -highe# education has also cultural and

" ., general values. (%
One of the great educational pmh]cms of the day is to add v

tional values to education of Secondary g grade®in order to Jbring them

within the reach of the great mass of boys and girls instead of only

the few who now go to college, withaut sacrificing the essential ele- |
ments of cnltural apd general education,- | * ‘

v The cxpenencu of a number of communities has suggested the pos-

.~ xibility that one notable result of an adequate solution of this problem

will be to hold in school many boys and girls who now drop ‘out under

one pretext or anether, and thus to provide thé schools with a new

* clientele. Qne method o{l‘ﬂoproalch to this pgbblem, there ore, is 8

scudy of the boys and g}rlg for whom it ig oposed ta mmkn pre-

e v:sxon.
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~

A STUDY OF PUPILS 13 1O 15 YEARS OF AGE,

A number of school survevs have called attention to the sigmifi.
cance of a study of those pupils in a school system who are 13, 14, or
15 years of age. (1) Boys and girls both begin to drop out of s¢hnol
in large numbers soon after the age of 14 or 15 years is reached: <o
that at or before this peviod 15 the Intest opportunity to study a cross-
scction of the school population before it is affected seriously by
selective elimination.  (2) The distribution 'of the pupils of these
ages through the grades gives sowe indication of the success of (he )
school system in classifying the pupils. (3) Tho study also indicates
the extent of the schooling which nirg@of these boys and girls are
likely.to~niccivc before dropping out of fe sgtem.  (4) Information .
concerning the nativity . of the pupt®, their paréuts, and older
Dbrothers. and sisters has a bearing on the probable stability of the
population.  (3) Information concerning the ocenpations of fathers,

. brotl‘crs, and sisters, and the oceupations which the pupils theni-
selves expdtt to enter is significant in any study of a program for
voeational education. ' ' '

An inquiry along somewhat similar lines wus conducted in the
Elyria High School and s reported in the chupter on that school,
consequently this study was confined to the elementary schools. 1t
.may be noted here that pupils of these ages were found in tho high
school ag follows: Thirteen veawrs'of age. 75 14.years of age, 895 15

years of age,? {al, 18}, . , .
Complete {ah mmatizing the facts found in this inquiry havo

been prepared und submitted in manusctipt to the Elyria Board of

Edneation.  To save space, some of these tubles are onutted from thoe

following pages.
g puges.

o . 0 el q 9 = )
. ) Tanie L—Grade distribulion of pupils, 13 to 15 weers of age,
; v
1 S '_.__-._.__ — e e ool
. 13 rours, L4 years. . 15 years, Totyl.
, AP OOl NS i
« Boys. I Glrls, ; Boys, ! (urls..__ Boys.. | Girls. | Bays. | Girls.
. D N ' G .';_.__ — : _'..-__... -
1] P
FI ovveenneee. . 1 0 1 ol 8
Bixill, . | o 1] 1 2 | 9
Feveath, ..., i 1 1! 3 Wy KR
Eightho...., 32 b 2! 1% i |
* Totdhaeeoewnnd - LI W | A‘ up
H [ .

Assuming that a child anters schiool at 6 years of age. and pro-
gresses throglt ono grade each wear, the normal age at entrance into
. the eighth grade is 18 years. - Of 171 boys 18 to 15 years of age.9T,0r .
' : 161 girls, 70, -

56.8 per cent, have riot yet rehohed (he eighth grade; o
or-46.4 per cent,:have i réached-the-eighth grade.

o
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21.2 per cent of the fathers; 82.3 per cent of the chrildren were born
iti Ohio, and 43.4 per cent were born in Elyria. 1In view of the
“~mall proportion of foreign-born children, it is evident that foreign
birth is not an important eause of retardation among the'322 children
studied. Its relation to elimination can be determined only by a
corresponding study of children of these ages who have left school,

‘Taner 2.—Birthplaces of pupilz and their fathers.

Number of po}mns born in places
spocified, ‘

l Fatherg - | Futhers
Boys. of . Girls, of
hdys. girls,

Places of hirth. .

Total forrign

Barthplace not reported

Girand total

: oLt

Pupils were asked for a satément of intentions regardipg further

schodling.  OF ithe boys. 91.8 per eent definitely intend to compicta
the eighth graile before Teaving school's 742 per cent intend to’go to
high school; while only 50.9 per cent have any s for school-
ing beyond the high school. OfYthe givls, all but one intend to_com-

. Plete the cighth grade; 79.4 pedjeént infend t;iavgg,;tg'hi;zh school

» While only 55.0r per cent have any plans for schooling beyohd the
high school. . ’ !

Many boys and girls report intention to complety the ciglith
grade and to attend high school, which Jdn all probabiliey will not
be realized. Muny boy's and girls have formulated no defipite plans
for the future, cither as to school or occupation, chiefly because they
have received no intelligent and timely assistarrice in this direction.

. These facts suggest sométhing of the complexity of the task of the
" scliool in designing..courss of: instruction that will be" practicsily
kelpful”te boys-and. girls who leave school:at any specified point,.
The &I emp\h*sa e g Y TR S ¢
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. -
to consider more intclligcntﬁ' the uses that may be made of educa-

tion, and to plan ahead. : T
s, 4

TanLe 3.—Employment of boys and girls,.l()' lo 15 ycars of age, outside of
school hours. .

. Employments. Bpss. Girls,

_N 2
Chares, odd fohs.. ... ...
¢ h rka n stores, ote.

qul‘mmus.‘....::.. 0o .
Selling 2nd dOlIVETINE PaPUIS. .ottt e
Total number reporting employment

Reportinz no om'\lmnnnt
Not reporting. adbo

Lttlfllo0 c0000000000090000000000000aBACIHARPEEACEEEEENEEENEEAEON0EAVOAEAACITEE

! Includes helper to bageageman, 1: baker, 1 Yarber, 1. janitor, 2.

tncludes cadddy, 1: farm worker, 1; luuudr\m_m 1 |-l|\\rm bunxl 1. stable by, 1; telephone operator,
1; nn\lrn'nmur 2 usher, 1.

'lm-ludcs candy l.mkcr 1, caring for child, 2.

In reply to the quéstion about ]1].111\ for earning a living. nearly
ene-third the boys (32.1 per cent) are undocided or f‘ul to re:
port a#oice of occupation, while fewer tlmn one-foubth ‘of the
girls (23.8 per cent) fall in this elass,

Of the 116 boys who express a choice, 90, or 7.5 per ¢ent, are
almost cqually divided between the manufacturing and mechanieal
industries (44) and professional pursuits (46). Of the 115 girls
fWwho express a choice, 93, or 80.8 pér cent, prefer professional [P0

“suits (53) or clerical oceupations %38). The Targest single gronp®

among the boys cmn]m\o\ 36 mechanics; ambng the girls, 19 (e‘uh-
ers (or, inchuding 16 usie teachers, 35 in al1).

" Coiiparison of the occn]mllons chosen by the boys and girls aund
the opportunitics opén in the community shows enfire lack of rela-

“tion between them.  Of the 116 boys who express a choice, 37.9 per

cent. prefer the manufacturing and mechanical industries and 39.6
per cent the professions, \\hctonq the proportions of these groups

" among males employéd in Elyvria are_ 642 per cent and 8.3 per cent,

respeetively.  Similarly, of the 115 glrls who express a choice, 47.8
per cent prefer professional|pursuits and 2.6 per cent domestic and
personal cervice, whereas the proportions of these groups among
fernales employed in Elyria are 18,7 per.cent and 18.9 per cendt, re-
spectively.

It is not to be assumed that all personps will necessarily find employ-
ment in’ the .communities in which they grow up and receivo their
educgtiony nevertheless & many of them will inevitably be dlsappomtcd
" if Theik: educnt:on does not-include some study of the vOeational op-

% «,portuhmes “itlun‘{reasonable distance.’ - HESE Gyt
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*‘:"«.,uw\ ‘. ARl
o »-

»
XY
s £ bty TN e
2ol --,\,Q \% =, : ..*«;"; S Lo eh

” y.‘})

N




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

' VOCATIONAL EDUCATION. 285

Of the 114 reasons for choice of occupation assigned By the boys,
78 per cent are included in four groups: A liking for the work,
advice of relatives, earning a living, and the money in‘it; 845 per
cent of the 110 reasons assigned by the girls fall in the same groups.

A study of the occupations chosen by these boys and girls and
the reasons assigned for the choices leads to the conclusion that they
were, for the most part, without adequate data upon which to base
such choice”  Only within very recent Years has the pubhic school
begun to appreciate its responsibility in voeational guidance, and it

~ s not yet common to find groups of boys and g.rls who are properly

prepared to face-the montentous problem of chioosing a life work.
If the school is really expected 10 offer an education that prepares
for life, it is difficult towexplain, much less to justify, a program that
oniits all study and discussiop of the ‘practical methods by which
wen and women earn their living,

) : &
. A S8TUDY OF THE OLDER BROTHERS AND RISTERS,

Pupils who were 13 to 15 years of age were asked to,give the names
and “addresses of older ‘brothers and sisters-who were « upder 21 _
vears of age and at work.” To these older brothers and sisters a
questionnaire was senf. )

Information was obtained from 24 brothers and 19 sisters who
filled and returned the blanks. The facts may be briefly summarized
as follows: ) '

Of the 43 brothers and sisters, 2 are 16 years old; 6 are 17; 13
are18; 15 are 19; and 7 are 20,

Only 17 have had any schooling beyond the cighth grade, and only
5 have graduated from high school.

Only 5 brothers and 5 sisters report that they draw books from the
public library. o

Forty were born in the United States, and of these 18 were born
in Ohio and 14 in Elyria. ' . _ -

Thirteen different oceupations age represented; 8 ‘are.working in
factories and 8 are clerks: no other occupation has more than 3
individuals, | E I

Of the 43 individuals, 31 report an aggregate of 78 positions held
since leaving school; 13 have held 3 or move positions each.

Of the 43 young persons, only 6 (1 male and § females) report
that they have taken courses in evening school since leaving the
public schools, and only 7 (4 males and 3 females) report enroliment
n correapandence courses. Of the 13 courses reported (evening °
and correspondence), 8 were business courses.. '

The number of older brothers and sisters involyed- (48). is too
siall to form.the basis of valid conclusions. . The facts presented
are of interest, however, as confirming, 80 .far 83 they go, the find~

LR L85 ‘s N By
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ings of studies made elsewhere and indicate the gmvity of the prob- *

lems of vocational adjustment confronting boys and girls who leave
the- public schools without completing the high school and without
definite preparation for some useful and congenial occupation,.
Many boys and girls who leave schivol under these conditions
have not e~tablished studious halits, nor huve they the ability o
the disposition to analyze the varions factors of the situations 1ni
Which they may be thrown and to think out the solution. They are
frequently the ones who most need sympathetic and Relpful direc ’
tion in a study of themselves, théir native capacities and interests,
“and the relation of these to vocational opportunity and demand.

- .
| STUDY UF OCCUPATIONS IN ELYRIA.
LY

An analysis was made of the distribution of wage earners by oceu-
pation in Elyria and 10 other eitics of the same population class as
reported in the Elyria vity direciory and the United States census
reports. The results may be summarized briefly, as follows:

More than half of the occupations reported in Elyria, 58 per
cent, fail in the manufacturing and mechanical industries group.
This is more than three times the proportion found in the noest
largest group, “trade (commmercial) pursuits, 16.7 per cent.  This
preponderance in manufactures and the industries is due to the males
rather than the females, the largdt group of the latter being found
In clerical occupations—24.2 per fent.

Aside from laborers, mechanics and factory operatives, the largest
groups of occupations ame males are: Proprietors and man.
agers of stores and other establishments, 442; presidents, superin-
tendents, and other company and corporation officials, 232, . Qf
the-38 remaining classifications only 5 have more than 90 individuals
reported in each.

Among the females the largest groups are: Accountants, book- *
keepers, cashiers, elerks, stepographers, 268; domestic and personal
service, unclassified, 197; teachers, 114 retail store employees, 114
1Of the remaining 18 clacsifications only 3 have more than 36 indi-
Viduals reported in each, ' ) .

Compared with other'cities of somewhat larger total population, {
Flyria offers boys and inen much greater opportunity, proportion-/
ately, in the manufacturing and mechanical industries, .somewhat
greater opportunity in trale (commercial) pursuitg, but rather 3
Ineager opportunities in the other principal groups of occupations.
. Elyria offers girls and,women substantially equal vocational oppor- .
|+ tunities in five different‘groups of eccupations: Cferical, manufac-
‘turing and industrial, domesti¢ and personal, professional, trade

(commercial). a

O
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. The number of efnployed females is proportionately much less than
the number of employed males in Elyria as compared with other
cities. The number of females is 34.8 per cent of the number of -
males in the 44 cities; 29 percent in the 10 cities; but only 16.9 per
cent in Elyrie Vocational opportunities for girls and worden in
Elyrja are not so numerons as those open to boys and men, though

they are much more diversified. , .
‘The particular occupation in which the largest numbers of oppor-
’ tunities have been found are as follows: Males—Factory operatives,

laborers, mechanics, steam and electric railway employees, officers
"and proprietors of corporations and businesses, retail store employees. .
Fenales—Retail store employces, teachers, domestic and persona)
service (cooks, domestics, housekeepers, maids, seamstresses, lann:
(dresses. cateresses), clerical occupations (accountants, bookkeepers,
cashiers,, clerks, stenographers). . ’

MANUFA('I‘URES IN ELYRIA. ’

The Burean of the Census reports that the amount of capital in-
vested in manufacturing establishments in Elyria was $7,324,000 in
18909 and $9,486,000 in 1914, an increase of 29.5 per cent during hve
years. During the samo period the amount.paid for salaries in-
creased 36.2 per cent; primary horsepower utilized, 19.4 per cent?
amount paid for wages, 11X per cent; cost of materials consnted,
116 per cent: value of products. 9 per cent; value adddd By mann-
facture {value of praoduets less cost of materials), 5.8 per cent,

l'lfyri:n is not. a singlo-industry center, since no one industry is so
prominent as to*dominate the field. On the contrary. for a com-
munity of its size the variety of factorics and of mannfactured prod-
ucts is unusual. - Some of the more’important of these products may
Le enumerated, as fo]lnw.s: Automstie njachinery; antomobile en-

- _g7ines, parts, and accessories ; belting; bieycle and motoreycle saddles;
1 canned fimits and vegetables: concrete blogks; drugs and chemicalg;
dyves: enameled ware ; flour and feed; furngces and stoves: golf balls;
1e¢; iron and'stecl (castinge. forgings, plates, tubing, tools, ete.) ; lace
. - machine parts; stockings : talking machines. -
Many factories and other places of emplovment were visited and
+«ampovers_and workers donsulted as to 4he most immediate educa-
tiohal needs.  As the result of these conferences the following sug-
] gestions were formulated ; : A
» # 1. Very few workers under 18 ‘vears of age were found. The -
. %cmployers coneulted were almost unanimous in their preference for
' " beginners at least 18 years old, except for- definitely juvenile. it e
ceeupations. 85 pSR %8 o o L e
% Whils there are many. cotupations, for which the publis schools % =

r o ne-. S

‘ w A 3 2 3 s s
[ - B now conducted -offer. practically. nothi
o sz‘:{.% 5. i ;,: AW 5.;.“ Ty
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preparation, employers were of the opinion that it is desirable to

have boys and girls remain in school at least until graduation from
: Ligh school.

3. The opinion was frequcntly expressed, however, that the schools

can do much more than they are now doing to insure the future °

vocational success of young people. 0

4. It was suggested that there should be more thorough grounding
in the so-called fundamentals of educatiofi on the part of young.peo-
ple as they come from the public schools. Especially is it felt that
these subjects might be taught in such a way as to function more
cffectively in bll%ln(NS and industrial life,

5. A knowledge of chemistry and mathematies would be of definite
value to many employees in chemical works, laundries, dry-cleaning
establishments, and others. 5a

- 6. By the use of such devices as stock tickets, time and cost rc-(‘md@
and ]0b routes the work in schoal shops can bg made more practical,
and boys can thus be sent into the factories with better understanding
of ln.*HllstI‘l.ll shop ncthods and requirements:

. It is believed that real need exists for practical evening courses
for skilled workers in a number of trades, including carpenters,
machinists, plumbers, pipe fittens, electricians, as well as for em-
plovees of gas and clectric light- p]ants, electric railway companies,
retail stores, and others.

8. A part-time arrangement of classcs for younger employees in
retail stores seems practicable. During the several busy periods that
occur annually, groups of extra workers may be employed for two
or three weeks at a tnne, the remainder of the year beisig spent in
school. .

9. In Elyria fnctorles, as clsmﬂxcro, many occupations -do not fur-
nish material for definite courses of instruction, and make no re-
quircmcntq on the workers for which specific instruction can be
given outsid®of the factory. In many establishments she skilled
workers do not exceed 10 per cent of the total.

10. There appears to be great variety of experience in respect to- -
: labor turnover. - Some employers report a very stable working force,

and others just the reverse. In one factory moresthan 50 Bel cent of

the w oxkcrs had been emplo) ed t\\o months or less.

PRESENT I’RO\ ISION FOR \OCATIO\'AL EDUC! \TIO\T.

+

Asxdo from certain courses offered by the Young Men’s_ Christian
‘Association which have some vocational value, the opportumues for
- * vocational educition at présent open to young people in Elyrm may
N brxeﬂy,summamzcd as:-follows:. -~ ..
The special: vocationial coutse in ths
i, Degitining With the seventhi-grad

o
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. . )',
.2 The technical cowrses in the piblic high school, which have
» voeastional value for certain pupils. . '

3. The commercial course in the public high school. In this course,
which is four years in length, the student spends from one-half to
tivee-fourths of the time on commercial subjects. The' course is
administered by two teachers, one of whom teaches stenography,
typewriting, bookkeeping, commercial law, and business forms, and
the other teaches commercial geography and commercial arithmetic.

The course does not include banking nor instruction or practice in
the nse of such oftice appliances as the mimeograph, multigraph, and
computing machines. For severnl years past the graduates of the
commercial course have averaged about 18 annually, one-fourth of
the total number graduating. It is said that the work of the instruc-
tors is so heavy that no attempt can be made to follow up.closely the .
work of graduates or to keep in touch with specffic demands of the -
positions in which graduates are likely to go. . ’

1. The normal training course in the public high school.

5. The Elyria Business College, a private institution which was

. established in 1896 and incorporated in 1899. This is a coedfica-
tional school of secondary grade (for white pupils orly), offering
two principal courses—bookkeeping and stenography. Two years of
high-school work are required for entrance, and _bapils must be not
less than 16 years. of age. The courses are planned to occupy 6
months, and most students actually complete them in from 6 to 6}
months.  The school is open 12 months in the year for day classes
and 10 months for evening classes. ° .

The classes offered include.the following subjects:“Bookkeeping,
special penmanship, special class for teachers of commercial branches,
ktenography, stenotypy, cominercial law, gpmmercial arithnietic, busi-
ness correspondence, adding machine, multigraph, filing devices,
bank work. In addition, a number of special courses in the common

_branches are offered to meet the demand of pupils from the public
schools who wish to “make up” work. Four teachers are employed
for the work-of instruction, . .

The quality of work observed in the Elyria.Business”College was
very good. -There was more evidence here than in the public high
school of dn effort to connect the instruction definitely with the asecr-
tained demands of businesg positions to be filled, and to follow up
graduates in order to judge of the efficiency of the instruction.,

.

) \
PROGRAM FOR '\'oc,\'nomn EDUCATION. . 4

_ The steps to'be followed-in the further dévelopment of a program =

« for vocational education may be'analyzed as follows: (a) ‘Vocational -
. glidance, -(3). 'Qre\yo@ntidna\l‘-edu‘catign “{e) 60’cktioxx‘§l-i;béhbblé’~lgn-,

50
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5

One of the significant phases of recent progress-in ediication is
i the development of a type of school or department designed (o
assistboyx and girls approximately from 12 to 16 years old to a
better understanding of (1) their own abilities; (2) of the oppor-
tunities atforded to do the world's work, and (3) of the best pon-
~ible use to be made of such abilities and such opportunitics. When
work with this object in view has been undertuken in 8 more or les
formal way as » wlassvoom study and through individual confer-
ences between teadier and pupil, with or without visits o industMal
and commercial establishments and individual studies and researches,
i T | lii_l:.\‘.-dl-)(‘(‘ll referred to as * vocutional gumidance,”

The importance of this work. when conducted by properly pro-
pared teachers and directors, and the prdetical value of the results
achicved, have heen demonstrated in nunerous localities.

It is recommended that work Laving these objects in view be
begun in the Elyria <chools on a <mall seale. and’ that it be encour-
aged and extended as rapidiy as suitable persons can be found ov
prepared to direet it.  The respousibility for the work in voeational
guidance shoukl lodge primarily with the school.

end that there may e anity of aim #nd coordination of effort in
these closely related fields. '

.

PREVOCATIONAL FDUCATION,

When the studies in voeations are developed to the extent that

_ special equipment is .provided. so that the student may participato
«. in practical shop and laboratory activities on real projects_selected
from a number of typical or fundamental vocations. with suflicient
time assigned to the practical work. it is believed that 'the pupil
niay be able to form for himself an intelligent relative estimate of
his fitness for the various types of vocation in which he thns engages,

ax the basis for the choice of a life caveer. To sieh special schoal
.or claxs has been given the title of  prevocational school” or pre-
vogational class.” Tn the Elyria schools the earlier vears of tfie

2 ° six-_w-n'l; speciul vocational course, noted above, are invtended'_to nee
. - this need, . S .
. The pléﬁx“-pro-” implies a special kind of training that precedes

~ vociitionu} tminii'ig‘__nnd hence is not itself voeational. It is designed

-choice andug several .opportunities for vocational education that are
‘offered,"and who is presumed to receive therefrom definite assistane

1 0 3 e
%.. ~ in the making of such choices. : :
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charge of the wurk in manual srts and vocational subjects. to they

.for the.youngiperson” who has not yet made a choice of vocation,or a
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The latter part of the term, “-vocational," tmplies a considerable
variety of activities and a broad outlook into possible future carcers,
In order to be entitled properly to the use of the term, a progrun
for px'e\'ucagi:;]n:ll education should embrace a variety of activities
sufficient to thelude soe ‘representation f each of the important
groups of possible votations. from among which it is assumed that a
choice is to Te made. There should be included aonwtlnil'lg corre-
sponding to the introductory phases of each of the main subdivisious
of voeatiogal education, (professional, agricultural, commercial, in-
dustrial, and home making), the opportunity to enter upon a definite
“wcational conrse in some one of which presumably will be open as
soon as a choice can be made. | . ‘

- The importance of practical work in this*field is realized by re-
Mecting upon the inerense in ihe efficiency of the voeational school
that wonld follow from limiting its efforts to those wha come to it
after having made rational and fairly definite choices of future
carcers, based upon-such trying out as might be afforded in a broadly
coneeived prevoeational school. Tt is the common experience of the
vocational school—whether the trade school. the business college, the
normal school, or the divinity school—to find that wany candidates
apply for admission whoze determination to prepare for and to pur-
syeagiven voeation is based upon chanze considerations, rather than
upon an ascertained or demonstrated fithess for suecess in the chosen
calling. o i

- T the aggregate, a vast amount of time and energy. and vast sums
ok money, have been expended in attempts to prepare persons for |
ocenpations in which they can net be successful or contenged. A con-
siderable portion:of this expendituve might he saved to the individ-
fal. to the school, and to society by a well-organized plan for assist-
ing young persons to “find themselves,” . o

"The studies reported in the preceding. pages suggest. that the fol-
lowing lines of prevocational work should be introduced : For hoys—

+hopwork in: metal, wood, and leather: cleetricity: salesmanship; -
4 5 3 ]

and business organization and methods; for girls—commercial sub--
jects, salesmanship, and business nicthods; cooking, *sewing. and
home miaking. Tt is recomniended that experiments be undertnken,
e-peeially in grades 7 and 8. to determing what additienal types of
prevocational elasses will be most helpful te Elyria boys and girls,
Plan for prevocational classes.—The _special voeational course
beginning with the seventh school year, now in operation in the
Elyria §¢hools; affords an excellent basis on which to build, &' pre-
vogutional school organization. T# a coiftse of training is to be, for: ..
mulated, however, which will help -boysand girls fo find i
intelligent,choice of theif work for the i

them to mako an®
must be 2 varied one

theiiselvés - .
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" training in pl.utu.ll activities, which will include mpcnoncos from

all of the ficlds of employment mentioned above, and from such other

ficlds as further study may determine. The plan shonld include a

series of jobs, projects, or enterprises, which, in their aceompli-h-

ment, will oive to the pupils an appreciative understanding of the
fundamental processes and requirements in these Aypical "nm])\ of
oce 11])'1‘[)0!1\ |

[osscntial foutures —T\momo in other <chool systems hias shown 4

l‘.‘nl certain conditions are essential to success in this nuderts tking:

C At least one-half of the time in sehool should be devoted to the |
various Tines of practical activity,  Suflicient time mnst he allowed + |
y o n-m'nnpli\‘h detinite resnlts in each weenpational field. A six-hour
s lmnl ‘day, with two sessions of three hours edtln has found favor

cammber of places, .

» One-half the time chould be given to related work in language, :
nmth(muh(‘e clementary scienee, industrial . geogr aphby, indusirial
history, ‘m(l, in zeneral, to preparation for intelligent understanding
of and active participation in civie and social responsibilities.” .

The work should be offered. in the heginning, at least, on an

¢ cletive basix, but all boys and girls who are likely to profit by the

" instruetion should be enconraged to takie it. This department should
be waintained on the same basis of digpified -and serions endeavor
gx any other, and-should not be um\l‘&(‘(l a8 a special provision
for incorrigibles or for pupils- plysically or mentally backward.

4. As already indieated, there must be variety in the practieal
activities nndertaken, dn order to give insight into a number of
ty plc.ll vocational fields,

Toachers slronld be chosen who have had suflicient experience
in tho occupations representedd inthe course of study to relate the
lnstruction to actual conditions in the industrial and commicreial
warld. The closest relationship should be maintained also between
the shopwork and the related work. The snceess of prevoeational
work is dependent in large degree upon the teacher's power to hold

- vnd interest the pupils and upon his gualities of adaptability, ovigi-
ralyy, initiative, and keen interest in the successful handling of the
prol h-m ' .

There should be not less than one year, ahd preferably two
wears (the seventh and eighth), during which the pupil engages in.
several dypical lines of slmp\\mh or laboratory work, successively,

followed* by a period of oie )mr or more in which he may spccmll/o ol

in a chosen line. )
7. The pupils should be grouped in sections of not to exceed 15
“tu 18 eachyin ordergo permit a degree of individual instruction.
Gours aof @tud}/ —The ohtl’uye of the course of study suggested for
y se\mi, N{d{ exghth years is as follows: =

TR SR Ri 3 : s
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SEVENTH YEAR,
¢

Boys<: Wondworking, half year, theee hours per day, Metal work, hinlf year,
three hours pir day. :

Girls: Home economies, entive year, three hours per dgy,

Boys ol givls: Related subjec l.~, cntire year, three hours per dJday..

EIGHTH YEAR.

Bovs: Leather work, one-fourth yvear three houes per day. Electrieal eon-
stedetion, one-fourth yeéar, three hours per day. Counnereial sxuhj?ts, hatf
year, three hours per day,

Girts: Commerial suldeets, Talf year, three laowrs per day, Home elonomics,
half vear, three hours per day, - i

Boys and divls: Related subjects, engire yeig, tHiree hours per day,

PRACTICAL \\‘1'[”\'.
¢

Waoadworking.--"To _wlnde (1) bench work amd cabinetmaking, conxtruce
ther-and repair of furniture aml vquipmont for the schools; .(2) carpentry,
problems in Taying out and ereeting <ol frame strictures, such ay oage,
ponltey house, and repaic work; (3) stdy of tools, m.uhinvs, maierinls,etneth-
ads of production, 0

Metal arork—To fnclude (1) beneh work in cold metals; (2) forging, simple
Ctwlmaking s (D foumley praciice; (4) pipe umm;:, threading, aud fitting ;
mnhml %0 far as possible to practieal problems In construetion uml Jrepairs
which may develop in connection with the equipment of the shops,

Leather worls—To Include (1)ystudy of the processes of produciug cotnmer-
cial leather from the hide—c¢leaning, curing, tuunlng, splitting, dyeing, finlsh-
Iz etes o (2) construction and repaie of articles made of leather In a few
typical lines sueh ns belts and purses. harness, cte.

Electrical construction—To hichude clgnentary work in hattery construe-
tion, magnetism) induction, wiring, (\lvcldzul measnreinents, and testing; ex-
peritaents with batteries, im]m tion (coils, and the wiring of DLell, ,tvlvgnlph,
“and u-lvphﬂne circuits.

(.mmu:«ml subjects—"To inclide o \-nM\ of units: sufiielent (o give a broad
|||~u:l|t inlu Jhe Biportant sulnli\lslqns of commercinl employnient, - ‘Without
nll(mplhl lo develop specinlizéd technie fu anydine to the point of encourag-
inyg pn-m.llurv entrance upon oceupation. The units should inchwde ty pewrit.
" ing, ~tvnn-'1u|vh\. bookkeeplug, acconunting, filing systems, office devices nl
Pproctice, comnmiercind forms, elementary commeretal luw, sulesmanship, business
methods, and mgnnl/uhnn

Drawing.—llementary In character, jractieal, and related dlrvctl) to the
projects undertaken hy the pupils in thie varlous shop and Iahoratory courses,
s Howme cconomica.—To Include clementary work in a variety of units deslgned
to give a broad insight into the problems of honwumklng—forxls and ceokery,
to\nlos atid (lulhlng householl furnishings, mnrl\vtgpg, househald acconuts,
Touse planning ang decorntion, houcehold sunitation, efrhdering, home, nur.\ﬂg.
dure of ehitldren, and general Iwnﬁm\iur)‘ : :

RELATED SUBJECTS.

L. .
l,nnhah —Lnugunge work buned on n'mllng, much ot the retu"ng to benr
upon occupuuons, lmlustry ;
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Mathematica.—To be of a very p leal nature, including fundamental pro-
vewses, short methods used fn husin®sx, Hustuess and jmlnstrlz)ll autthematioes,
with emphngis on hinrgediate apphanion to the practical petivities of the ool
History and geouraphu.~Closely interrelated. and deating primarily with ?h(*
shudustrinl and connmerclal developmout of the city, State, nnd country.
Civic and g0l dutice~Relngon of the Individual to the country. Siate,
el conmmumity s relatign Wl the worker to his work, (o his enployer, nmt 1.

s fetlow workmen: duyties aniel responsihilitios, civie anid socinl, with specind
reference o sabitation, perseal bygiene, ol

Nejicnee~To inelde ohfuu-nl}i?p\yuils of work deallng wlith the more fn- :
tortant chemleal, physical. and biologieal problems arising in eonneetion with
the practleal actdvitios of the seliool nnd everyduy life.  Each unit of project
shontd have for its e the study apd mastery of sonw scient e principle hav-
ing u practieal application, .

. - . =

Sugyested (hivd year—For pupils who can not he indneed to follow
some otie of the four-vear high-sehool currienla it s sudwested that
a third year of work e provided basel on the two years of prevo-
cational-instruetion outlined above, This class may take one or all
‘of the Tollowing forms: 4 '

v (1) dday vocarional class, in which the pupil definitely specializes,
"in some one line. chosen by himsel f i contulttation with his advisors,
in-the light of his experiences during the first two years. Ifrom one
half to two-thirds of the time shonld be taken up with intensive
work in the shop and deafting room, and the renminder with sueh
reluted” studies as"will best ‘aid him to prepare for the vocation in -
which he has chosen to snl;uviuli‘/,('. ) : ‘

(2) A cooperative class. In this plan the pupils are paired, one o
pupil Leing in school while his mate is in the store or factory. Lach
ndividyal thus attends school on alternate day= weeks, or fortnights,
as the case may be, and works in store or factory the remainder of
the time, The sueeessful administration of this plan requires the
eareful and sympathetic edoperation of the sehool, emplby&, pupils,
and parants. I has many other advantages besides that of Pprolong-
ingr the period of edhieation for boys and girls who would otherwise
* drop ont of school. B . : o
(B A part-time clags, to which boys and girls would comt an,
their places of eniployment for one or two half-days’ instruction per
weeli. Tn this plan the school time may bo devated entirely to beok-
work or divided between bookwork and shopwork, or otherwise

ndapted to the Hpecial needs of the group. o :
. Lelation to-the reqular school work—~The prevocational schoal is

planned primarily for boys and girls of normal capucity ancd attin-
ments who look forward to leaving school at a relatively éarly age

in order to go to work and who desire the help of the school in-reach-

.. ing n decision as to whutliifeof'wurk they may enter with the: great-

Ji, st prospett. of success:Instiuston. o the type contenplated il

+~ undoubtedly be-of sérvice even-to bp and, girls who subsequently....
o e L v T i o F 25N
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o to college ahd imiversity, but it should ke its greatest appenl
tewthose who will probably go no fihthér than the bigh school.
The grbund ta be covered corresponds to the last two years of the
reulae elenentdry school course and requires the game amount of
“tane for its (-mni)lvtion. In general, completion of the regular sixtic
ceir’s work shold be requireds for entrance, but liberal exceptions
“honld be madef in favor of pupils 13 or 14 years of age who mre
manifestly able to ppofit by the advantages offered. .

) Provision should be made for admitting gradnates of the two
vears' prevoeatignal course to the technical and commercial courses
of die high schopl npon the recommendation of the principal of the

~prevaeational sehool and the superintendent of schools.  If at any

vime inghe futurp the public school system of Elyria should be reor-
ganized so ag to fprovide for an intermediste or -junior high. school,
covering the sevepith, eighth, and ninth vears, the plin here proposecl
for a prevoeakiopnl school is” well adapted fo it in with such
reorganization, ‘

- . .

VOCATION AL CLASNER,  © .

) ,

A suflicient nuamber of cmployers and workers were intorviewed to
demonstrate the existence of a demaed for more education. hoth
general and specifie, althengh uo coplover was found who was pro-
viding for or enconrnging the education of his employees in any
effeetive way,  Both emplovers and workers weleomed the sugges-
tion that the public ool can and will adapt iteli to the needs of *
adult workers. - :

The public-school system has organized o few, evening classes for
emploved workevs, and the xame is true of the Elvria Bosiness Col-
lege and the Young Men's:Christian A~sociation.  More deternined
effort, better correlation of plans, and more adequate facilities are
pecessary inorder to meet the needs of the situation, -

o It ix*recommended: that the technical courses in the high schoal
and the speeiat vocationnl course eginning with the seventh vear he
strengthendd and estended. _Fhe _former should pot maje prepara-t
tion for the engincering college their chicf sim. but should adjust
themselves more definitely to the demands of industry and business

to determine the directions in which. they are most likely to succepd.
and of preparing them for high-grade positions in imdnstrinl and
commercial life.  The latter should nim to ‘retain its pupils as long:
as possible, but should recognize the fact that mang boys and girls
will not remain to complete a six ‘'years’ course, and should:consider
. the desirability of making numerows definite connections with the"
vocations,,: Suggestions :concernmng niox ificgtion of the work:

rst twoiygars of this coitse are: offered:in.the discussion of. th

ond address themselves to the twofold task of assisting young people
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While airding at practical utility and helpfulness to young people,
all \oc'won’a] courses should give due attention to the requirements
of preparation for intelligent- citizenship and discharge of individual
and social obligations, ™_

It is recoinmended that tlR commercial course in the high school
be modified somewhat so as to connedt more directly with available

£fphices of employment. The follo“mg modifications are suggcﬂtcd
expecially: (1) Establishment of closer”relations with employers, in-" =~
volving records of graduates of the commercigl course, definite
l\nn\\lod"o of the conditioris under which they are Workmg. and the
progréss they are making; (2) introduction of instruction in the use
of mimeograph, multigraph, computing machine, filing de\'icesi and
other. modern oflice appliances.

The possibility of having the routine businéss of the board of edu-
cation and of the offices of the superintendent of schools and- the
principal of the high school transacted by the pupils-of the commer-
cial department.under proper direction, should lie ¢onsidered as a
means of providing pr actical expericnce for papils in the advanced
classes.

EVENTNG CLASSES,

“The largest setvice that can be rendered at present in voecational
education is through the organization of evening classes.  Without
doubt all the available equipment of the high school including shops,
drafting 100ms, physical and chemieal 1ab01.\toncs would bc used
to capacity 1f an aggressive effort were niade to Qupply In evening
‘courses the unmet needs of mature wage earners in Elyria,

It is recommended that the initial steps be taken in the develop-
ment of practical courses fromr-among those named below., Ex-
perience with these courses will be the best guide in determining
what other courses to adddater. (1) Chemistry and mathematics
for employees of chemical works, laundries, dry-cleahing establish-

. ments, rubber factory, gnd otl\crs. (2) DBlue- Rmt reading, Hraft-
ing, und"nmthcnmtus for carpenters, machinists, plumbers{ pipe

. fitters, electricians.  (3) Practical shop’or luboratory classes for the
foregoing and for employees of garages, gas ahd electric light plants,
and electric railways. (4) Salesmanship and buswmess methods for
employees in retail stores. (5) Cooking, sewing, and home-making
courses, some of which may be givén during the day, for tifose wijo
are actually engaged in home making.

By ggnfegences with individuals and by brmgmg together groups

- cof pectivo students the actual needs should be ascertained- as

.'deﬁmtely 88 possible, before detmls‘of courses of. instruction: are

o
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Instructors shagld be sought among the public-school teaching
staffl. wherever individuals have had the necessary commercial or
industrial experience, and among employers and skilled emplovees
in the otcupations concerned. ' *

It is recommended that, in addition to longer courses, a number of
courses be organized, 10 or 12 weeks in length, two evenings per week.
Ixperience secms to show that short intensive courses, aiming at a
definite goal mot too far in the distance, frequently make an appeal
and meet a need better than longer courses. * )

It is recommended that’ small advisory comniittees representative
of employers and employees in the various occupations be organized
to assist in the developpent of plans and-courses of study, in secur-
ing competent instructors, and in guiding the progress of the work.

PART-TIME CLASSES,

In many lines of business extra help is required for short periods
al certain scasons of the year. It should be possible to adjust the
courses of study in the commercial and indust®t® departments so
that students could be free to accept employment for these periods
without loss of school work, and thus to supplement the instruction
by practical experience in the occupations.

The experience of many communities in the development of day
continuation schools and classes, operating under systems of State
aid-and wlso without such stimulus, should- be drawn upon fcr fuur-

-ther suggestions.  Elyria is not ready for an’all-day trade school, and

Probably will not be for some years to come.
o - . 4 x
SUMMARY OF RECOM MENDATIONS, i

1. Instruction in the fundamenials of education should be related
more definitely to the development of ability to meet real life situn-

© tions. :

2. Tnstructors in the manual-training shops should keep in mimed
the desirabiilty of giving boys more adequate understanding of
indi-iztrial shop methods and requirements, o

3. Systematic work in vocational guidance should be inaugurated,

and developed as rapidly as circumstances permit.

Y

.-~ connections wWith the vocations, ;. L &

4. Responsibility for the work in vocational gaidance should lodge
primarily with the same school officer who has charge of the work in
manual arts and vocational subjects. ° B .

. 5. The special vocational course beginning with the seventh year
should be strengthened and egtended in scope. The first two years
of this course should be organized as a prevocational school, as out<
Jmed in this chapter. “This course should malig ‘fiumerous definite

&N +
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. -"6. The technical eourses.in the high school should also be strength-
ened and extended. The chief purpose of these courses should be
the twofold aim of assisting young people. to determine the direc-
tions in which they are mose likely to <uceeed and of prepaving them
for high-grade positions in industry and <'(nnm(>7'(;>.

7. Al vocational courves should give due attention to the require-
ments of preparation for intelligent citizenship and discharge of
individual and ~ociab obligations.

8. The commercial cotrse in the high school shonld be modified o
a» to connect more directly with available placts of emploviment,

9. The routine Lusiness of the board of education and of the offics
of the superintendent of schools and the principal of the high school
shonld be transacted by the pupils of the commercial department.

10. The initial steps zhould he taken in developing evening elasses
for employees, in which the <ubjects of instruction shall be the fol-
lowing: (1) Chemistry and mathematies: (2) blue-print reading and
_drafting: (3) practical shop or laboratory coupsés: (4) salesmanship
and business methods: (5) cooking, sewing. and home: making. By
conferences with individuals the actual needs should first be ascor-
P tained as definitely as possible.

11. Instructors should be sought among the public-school teaching

5 ttaff and among cmployers and .:'killed ompl'n_\'eos n the occupations

concerned. : e
12. A number of courses 10 or 12 weeks in lengih, two evenings
per week, should be organized. .

13. Advisory committees representative of employers and em-
ployees should be organized. g
14. Part-time day classes sMould be organized for younger em-
* ployees in retail stores and in other employment.
" 15. The experience of other communities in the developyient of
dny* continuation schools and clagses should be drawn upon for
suggestions. , a s ’ : _

~
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Administration and supervision, 12, 10-68, 106-123.
Art. education, 247-252; recomtmendations, 17.

Arithmetic, Intermediate and grammar grades, 161-167; primary grades, 140-143.
Attendance, 42—44. )

ISiekwand children,  See Iixceptional children,
Blackhoards, ¢8.

Case School of .\ppllod Sclence, entrance requirements, 88-89.
Census, school,.

Civic edueation, 1.3—209: recommendation, 15-18,

College entrance requirements, Ohlo, §7-88,

T Cobrses of stuly, elementary schools, 127-147, 263-267; high school, 76-77,

91-106, 183-189, 207-273; Intermediate and grammar grades,-145-167. See
also under individual studies, 3 °

Drawing and art education, 247-252.

Drinking (utpr sanitary f.nuulnlu-t 71-72,

Elementary puapils, uu»mmle dlsulbution 40.

Elementary schools, 14~15, 127-147, "63--0"

Eliminution, hl"h school, 89- ‘)0,

Eivria High School. elimination, 89.

Enzslish, teaching, high school, 95-97.

Envollment statistics, 41—5, -

Evenhig schools, vocttional, 20¢

Execeptional children, 55-30.

Forcigners, educntion, 206-207.

Games, primary grades, 144-143, o

Gavdening, school nnd home, 16, 210-227.

Geography, Intermediate aud grammar ghhdes, 159-160.

Gernmn, teaching, high school, 94.

Health supervision, 40-41. :

Heating. of school buildings, G9-70.

" High school, 76-128 ; courses of study, 01-108; home economles. 263-258; money

earned by puplls, 123-125: recoinmendations, 18-14; soclal studles 183- 189,

Mlame economics, recommendations, 17 ; teaching, 258-262.

ludmnnpolls, Ind., civic education, 180-182, :

Instructton, cost in high school, 112114  primary grades, 127—147 sumstium
for improv ement, Intermediate and grammar mdea. 167-172; supervlslun,
3740,

Intermedlnte and grammar grudes 148-172,

Tanitors, salaries, 85; service, 74-75. LS

}\lndergarten. need of, 146-147,

Lnnguage study, primary grades, 186—137

Lutin, teachlng, high school, 94-95,. .

high school, 106-107 ; publlc. 204—206.
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* Medical inspection of schools, 40-41,

300 INDEX, , I

.
L3

Ligzhting, school buildings, 66 67. S

Location of Elyria, 0. -
Manual training, fastruction, 263 280; recommendations, 18,
Munufactures, 287-288, k

Mufking sy stem, high school, 108-111. :
Mathematics, teaching, high school, 97-98,

Music, recormmendations, 16-17 ; teaching, 298-246.

Oceupations. parents and children, 78-39 ; pupils, 80-86; study, 286-287.

Out-of-school activities, primary school children, 138-139,

Parents, hirvthplace, 283 ; oceupations, 78-79.

Parttime classes, 207, N ) )

Penmanship, idermediate and grammar grades, 157-159; primary grades, 143-
144,

I'ersonnel of Survey C(allmll“lnll S

I'honies, primary grades, 129-136,

Population,. O .

Population, schiool, progress throngzh the grades, 41-43,

Jrrevoeational education, 200-202, . . :

Primary grades, instruction, 127-147, .

Pupil§, birthplace, 283. . \

Reading, intermedinte and grammar grades, 148-154 primary grades, 127-129,

Recess, primary grades, 145-146,

Records and reports,  a3-50., .

Retarndation, 47-32, : ’

Ridaries, city officials, 347 schoollionse Janitors, 35, Sce also Teachers' saluries.

School and home gardening, Sce (‘unlvnin;,'. e

School board, powers and - duties, 27 uO

School grounds, 60-¢2. *

. ~

- Scheolliouses, 10, 13, 57-70. .

School nurses, 40-41.

Science, toaching, high schnol,
Seating, school huildings, ¢67-G
Seeret soc i(‘tlvs. 201,

«Spelling, Intermeilinte und m ammar grades, 17 v4 156; primary grados, 144, 3
Stone text, ml(lnnv(ic 160,

Supervised  study, high \(lmol. 107.

Supertision,  Sce Administration and supervision,

Survey Comnmuission, 8.

Taxation, schonl purposes, 10-27. o

Tenchers, experience, 3033, 118 professional study, 118; promotion, 33-30.
Teaehers' salaries34, 116-117,  Sce also Salaries. P
Teachers” tralning class, 36, .

03 -04,
S,

o Teaching, methads, high school, 98-106.

Tests, arithmetie, 163-166,

Tollets, sehool hulldings, a..-43 . .

Vacuum cleaning, schoot bulldlu"ﬂ, 73-74. - g

- Venthation, school buildings, 70-71. '

"Vocational educntion, 18, 281-208, - Scc also Pre\ocauonnl education. \
\muilmml guldance, 290,
\\ Y ashington School, 57-59,

W uody tests, arlthmcuc, 103-104






