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LETTER OF TRANSMHTTAL.

. RN

DePARTMENT oF TuE INTERIOR,
, -Brreav oF Epvcamon,
= ek . Waskington, June 1, 1917
Sir: The number of new teachers required annually to fill-vacancies
in the public and private elementary and high schools in the United
States is estipnated to be approximately 130,000, of which more than
85,000 are required by rural schools. The number of graduates from -
our normal schools and from classes, schools, and departmgnts of
¢ducation in our colleges and universities is less than 35,000, This
leaves nearly 100,000 positions to be filled each. year hy teachers who
" have not had the eduéation and professional tramning of these sclools.
Most of the graduates from the wormal schools and of the graduates
in education from the colleges and universities find positions as
teachers in high schoolsor in theclementary schools of citios and larger
towns.  Only a xmall per von(,'thorefnm. of the teachers in the rural
schools of most States have any adequate professional training,
As a partial remedy for this evil, nearly half the States have provided
- for some degree of professional instruction and training of teachers in,
_county normal schools of elementary grade or i publie high schools.
"The growing recognition of the need that %lms in rural schools
should have at least some kind and degree of professional training has
resulted in a rapid extension of this policy and a desire on the part
. of school officert, legislators, and students of edfication for information
in régard to its results. That this information may be availahle I am
-transmitting herewith for publication as a bulletin of the Bureau of

Education a manuscript on the status of rurgd-teacher preparation . ;:

in eounty training schools and high schools, which has been prepared

at my direction by Harold W. Foght, specialist in rural-school practice
¢ in tliis Bureau. . : ‘ : ‘

' Respectfully submitted.

" v P. P. CLaxroON,
! o B i Commissioner.
The.SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. )
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X " PREFACE.

ol by © S >
Thero is considerable difference of opinion among- educators in
regard to the wisdom of preparing rural teachers in academic insti-

tutions of secondary rank. Many fear that this may result in lower

standards of academic work, while, others insist that such teacher .

preparation will add dignity and a new sense of respopsibility to the
tusks of the secondary schools. - The question as to the wisdom of
this instruction is of little concern to the present study. The real
thing of concérn is the expediency of teacher training in secondary
schools. = - 28 ' N _
It i# well to bearrin mind, as has been shown in a previous study
“made by the Bureau of Education *.that one-third of the great army
of 350,000 rural teachers now in the service have little or no profes-
sionul, preparation for their work. According to the sgmo study, it
appears that the average rural teacher remains in the teaching pro-
fexsion less than four school years of 140 days each. _This menns that
a number of teachers equal to the entire personnel must be brought

into the schools every four years or thyy about 87,500 new teachers

" must be provided annually. .
During the school yoar ending 1915 the 273 public and private
normal schools enrolled 100,325 students and graduated 21,944. It
. isquite certain that most of these found positions in towns and cities,
as didmost of those who graduated from the schools of educatiop
in universities’ and colleges. The agricultural colleges have done
somethimg for the preparation of secondary teachers in agriculture
and teachers for some of the strongest consolidated schools; but the
fuct remains that until the normal schools and the schools of educa-
tion graduate annually much larger numbers of men and women than
they now do the great majority of these 87,500 new teachers must go
into their field of activity professionally unprepared or other institu-

-

tions than thoese mentioned above must coms to their assistance— -

i ., secondary schools must undertake the task. ‘ k
The present study aims neitherito encourage nor to discourage the
establishment of county training schools and teacher-training de-

purtments in high schools. - The study .was made to let. the public

at large see what has been accomplished for. rural-tescher training

in. this kind of institiition, and particularly to' offer suggestions in

the hope of making the schogls no® in .operation more effectivo, as
"\ Cnited States Bureau of Educatjon, Bullstin, 19i4, No, 49, Efficiency and. Preparation of Rural
‘Teuchers. P L 5
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scction of the country.

6 . PREFACE, .
well as'to assist the States that are now contemp! iting the organiza-*
tion of rural-Yencher- training in sceondury ~chools,

It seems cortuin that ‘the normal se hnuﬂs and other higher pu)[u\.
sionub schools must begin in ull serioysness to work out the problem.
of adéquate preparation for rural teachers within their own instity-
tions, or secondary schools will hbecome permanent tencher-truining
institutions, — In segtions of the country where the normal schools
have been able to offer specinlized preparation-for tepchers: the di
mand for similar instruction in the high schools is very hmited: I
sechions where the normal schools have their hands full preparing
‘teachers for town and city schouls additional normal schools ought 1
bo provided wherein to prepare strong teachers for the hnrge number
of farm-community” schools which are rapidly develdping in every
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RURAF TEACIER PREPARATION I\ COUNTY T
.. SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOULS. -
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INTRODUCTION. ~ - <
The Chicago ﬂm]:rtm‘r on ruraldéacher training,~~1) the Aall of
1914, the United; States Commisgiefier of Fducation ealled a wational
+ conference on tdacher training-for ruenl sclfools. at Chicago. Educa-
© tonal_jnstitutions fop niral-teacher training in’ the different sections
of the country sent deleggtes.  The conference held meetings cover-
ing three duys, om phtmii{g the work pf the different kinds of training
schools. It became apparent early iw the meetings that the task of
prefring teachers for the mpdern rural schoals was Just.in its incep- .
tion, It" was frankly acknowledgéd that the Jprofessional schools
as'n whole have had all they egtld do 1o propare teachems for tosn,
and city ‘schools, and that little attention has been given to the
spectilizgd preparagion of tural teachers. ‘While there . 'was no
unanpnity as to the wisdom of 'pn\|mring_nirul teachers in secindary.
schools ag a permanent. Tactor in professional training, the delegates
were' unanimous in their biljef that for the present all educational
institutions which can at all adapt themselves fm))mfmﬂimi&l instruc-

i

¢

tion must beencouraged to do su. .
. The hupe was expressed by many that through proper legislation
leading to “better salarics, better housing, and longer terms, more
teachers than in the past, might be induced to. 8o into the rural
sehools,  This would in itself stimulate well-prepared  teachers to
seek rurm schools, . Mennwhile,” the -rdolutions passed by the con-
“ference, whichi are given below, indicate clearly the feeling of the
delegates present: s o 7 5. e, :
Whereas an investigation recently conducted by the National Bureau of Educatjon
discloaes the fact that 32.7 per cent of all the rural teaclbre now in service in the
United States have had little or no profasional preparation for their work; and
. in view of the aceepted significance of rural education to our, national life, and as -
- the suceess of all rural education depends to & large exten{ upon the tescher: .
_Therofore be it . S YL
" Rasolrad, That it is the sense of this conference that all edycational, institutions
¢ Which can réadily lend themselvee to such’ purpose be utilized to train teachers for -
the niral achools. = - L P I 4
" Tdihisend wo-recommend that this special profemsional training for rural teachers ° *
®be carvied on in-the following types ol schoold: .. - o, 5 4 . g
" 17 Universitics and edtleges throughout the

“
e
Y.

country where conaistent with practical
° adminjstration. ' That these services be “intérpreted . te include-the cstablishment
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8 RURAL TEACHER PREPARATION.’ - *

’ v -
of high standards of rural life and education and the actual work of tminix‘g for rural
leadership. . : é - -

2. State and private normnal schools in special departments of rural educatién, and
in the preparation of teachers for teacher-training departments in high schools and
county normals. -

3. State agricultural colleges in their departments of education through the right
training of men and women to teach in the secondary achools such subjects as agri-
culture, manual training, and home. economics; that the agricultural college is alwo’
doing a proper work- in this direction® when it is promoting the ideal of vocational
education'in the minds of all the people—patrons, teachers, and children; that the
agricultural college should be looked to as tho authoritative source of agricultural,
knowledge; the sgricultural high schools should not only have for their highest pur-
pose the training of young peoplo for the farm and home and in the promotion of
vocational education; but they should be expected to add much professional work
for effective teaching in therural schools. ] _

4. That the preparation of teachers for rural schools in county training schools and
in teacher-training classes in high schools is approved as a policy where more exton-
sive training is not at prescnt feasible; and it is recommended that such training
in high schools shotild not be given hefore the junior year, and no diploma of grady-
stion be granted before the twelith school year is finished. )

5. That the nced for professionally trained teachers to take charge of -teacher-
training classes in high schools and in county normals is very keenly felt and hence
we urge upon institutions engaged in the training of teachem the necessity for their
offering suitable training for such positions. - ’ )
6. That we urge upon normal schools, colleges, and universitics the reagonableness

“and justice of admitting high-school training-class graduates with rights and privi-
leges equal to those extended to other high-school graduates. °

7. That we commend the extension work, the rural school and life conferences, -

and summer sessions of our normal schools, colleges, universities, and agricultural
. schools as'® means for the improvement of rural teachers in service, the promotion
of agricultural education, aiid the betterment of rural life throtigh the home, school,
‘and church.”. . L :

R. That the training of teackicrs for the rural schools should be such that they will
be fitted fo utilize the hoys” and girls’ home-project work as a means of ‘motivating the
industrial, social, and educational life of the school, the home, and the con:munity. )

Method of jrocedure.—The first part of the study is based on in-
vestigations made in the field and compiled from the latest availablo
data of the 21 States which offer teacher training of this kind. The
second part deals chiefly with the estimates of the value’placed upon
- rural teacher training by educators in position te know the work of the
teachers. Thése include reports from State superintendents of public
instruction, presidents of universities, presidents of State normal
schools, State supervisors of teacher training in secondary schools,
and county superintendents in whose countica the teachers do their
work. The third part of the study, finally, is devoted to suggestions -
for stferfgth@ning rural-teacher preparation in thé schools where. it
. i now offered and for guidance of the States which mny hereaftor.
‘contemplate organizing training departments. o BT A P
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1. THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE TRAINING SCHOOLS.

Iistorical statement.-—Rural teacher training in secondary schools
is not an innovation, having been operative in private academies
in New York State since 1834. By legislative enactment of that
year, eight academies were established to prepare common-school
teachers. In these -academies lie the beginnings of the present

teacher-training classes’ of New York. Eventually they became
‘public high schools, retaining their early normalschool privileges.

The growth of teacher training in county normal schools and high
schools has been rapid during the last few years. At the present.

‘time teacher training in secondary schools is carried on in 21 States.

This includes the so-called county training schools, teacher-training
departments in connection with high schools, and teacher training

as part of regular high-school courses. Wisconsin is the only State

in the group that has genuine county training schools iff overy respect
separate from the public high schools. New York, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Nevada, and Ohio have what are called county training schools
or classes, or separate departments more or less closely connected

with the public high schools, using public-school buildings and equip- -

ment for their work. Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland,
Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Oregon, Vermont, - Virginia, West
Virginia, and Wisconsin have training courses as’part of the ordinary
high-school courses, leaving all except the professional work in charge
of the regular high-school instructors. Maine offers teacher training
in a few accredited academies. Finally, North Carglina and N orth,
Dakota have similar courses in a number of high schools, although
they have no legal enactment directly authorizing the organization
of teacher training. '

The total number of schools in the 21 States preparing teachers
for rural communities through county ‘normal schools and high-
school training departments and classes is 1,493, with an attendance.
of 27,111 students. There were 16,626 graduates in 1917, -
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" PRESENT STATUS OF THE TRAINING SCHOOLS. 11

"Itis inrportant,‘.'to understand the chief points of differenco in these
21 ~systems. The legal names or designations are loosely drawn and
often misleading? .

1. Wisconsin has the only true county ‘training schools; i. e.,
schools which are in every respect distinct and separate. They are

organized under their own boards of education, have their own instruc-
| " tors who devote all their time to these schools, are housed in their
{7 own school plants, and are in all other respects separate from the
{, - regular publie schools. . . . '

2. New York, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, and Ohio may be
classed under one head, although they differ in the legal designation
of their training systems. - New York and Minnesota have separate
“training departments’’ in connection with the established high
sthools.  Michigan has **county normal training classes’ "and Ohio,
“county normal schools” organized practically on an independent
haxis, but using existing high school plants for convenience. These
fivd States'have, in other words, training courses organized as distinct
schools, though using high school equipment. The student-teachers
in these schools do not receive high sehool diplomas of graduation

« but receive instoa{d certificates to teach. . 1

3. The 16 other States enumerated blend their training course
subjects with the regular academic subjects, offering them particu-
lurly in the junior-and senior years. The work is taken by the regular
high school students and counts toward graduation and the high_
school dibplmnn, in liou of other high school subjects. '

. WISCONSIN COUNTY TRAINING SCHOOLS.

Organization.—The Wisconsin system of county training schools
for rural teachers was established by legislative enactment in 1899,
and was 2t first limited to two schools. The organization provided

. for a county training school board of three members, one of whom
should be the county superintendent of schools. The State superin-
tendent of public instruction was given entire control of the schools,
with authority to preseribe the courses.of study and the-qualifica~
tions of their teachers  Thc schools wero to be kept open for at least
ten months each year. They were to receive State aid in the sum of
one-half of the total amount expended for teachers’ salaries, provided
that no one school receive more than $2,500 annually.

Successive legislatures have - increased the number of training
schools that may bo opened, and have modified the conditions for

roceiving State aid. * By 1913, the total number of schiodls that ntight ' =

bo established was placed at 33, In 1916-17, 30 of these schools -
were in operation in as many different counties. The State-aid
~ #lause hasrecontly been modified so that now tlhie State pays an amount
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12 RURAL TEACHER PREPARATION.

equivalent to the salaries expended for teaching-staff, provided that
. not more than $3,000 annually shall be paid schools having only two
_ teachers and that not more than $3,500 shall be paid to schools having
* three or more teachers. Thig State-aid feature has been of great impor-
‘tance to the suceessful establishment and maintenance of .the schools.
Enrollment and graduation.—The first year's entellment ip the
schools numbered only 113 students. There has been a steady
increase from year to year since, reaching'1,413'in 1914 and 1,648 in
1916. A study of the matriculants in all the schools, made recently
by W. E. Larson, the rural school inspector, showed that 11 per cent
were high school-graduates, 2§ per cent had had three years of high
“school preparation, 10 per cent had had two years in high schools, and ‘
14} per cent one year in high schools. The remaining 62 per cent -
were righth-grade graduates from State accredited elementary schools.
It'is also intercsting to note.that out of the total attendance, 77
per cent of the students were country bred, and the remaining 23 per
‘cent were from the towns and cities. . They were, upon-the whole, a
sturdy lot of young men and women, used to home responsibilitics
and work, many of them making their own way in the world. Of a
total 1,227 students enrolled in 1912, 784 were reported as hawing dis-
tinct home responsibilitics and 376 worked their way through school.
ITow the graduates are succeeding.—Since 1899, 4,506 students, all
told, have graduated from the 28 county training schools; During
1914, 582 were graduated and began work in ‘the schools of their
home counties. Out of a total 3,924 students, who had graduated
prior to. 1913, 2,013 were found to be actively engaged in teaching.
Of these 1,566 were in the rural schools. The rest held positions in
the smaller towns of Wisconsin and elsewhere. This is a remarkable
record when contrasted with the life work of an average rural teacher
who so often leaves the country for village and town schools at the,
carliest opportunity. -~ * - : ;
An investigation into the success of these teachers, made by W. E.
Larson,' with the assistance of the county superintendents in whoso
counties they teach, discloses that out of 1,440 teachers covered by

| - the report 21 per cent were declared by the county superintendents

to be excellent teachers, 45 per cent were good, 21§ were fair, 4} wero
returned as unclassed, and only 74 were marked as poor. This spéaks
very well, indeed, for the work of the county training-school teachers.
Points of strength in teaching.—Mr. Latson’s investigation further
.emphasizes that the training-scheol graduates invariably know what -
%0 do when they get into'the schoels. Their own life experience and
:the preparation given them i schoolsloeated in the heprt of the rural
communities hevé specifically prepared ‘them. to solve rursl problems .

\ * 1 Bureau of Educatlon, Bulletin, 1916, No. 17,
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PRESENT STATUS OF THE TRAINING SCHOOLS, . 18

-

and led them to study _cam?ully the conditions under whieh work in
the average country school must be done. They plan their work in
the training schools with country school conditions in mind; conse-
quently when they enter the schools their ideas are definite in regard
~to the necessary steps of procedure. They know wHat must be -

 taught, the classes that must be organized, the equipment with which
they have to work, etc. They seem to get down to work from the
start, whereas many teachers who have not had such special training
wasto much time in getting the school under wajy. :

‘The very strongest phase of the teachers’ work appears to lie in the’
success with which they are able to project the activities of the gchool
inta the home and the Jome interests into the schools. In other
words, the county training-school graduates haveé been unusua]lx suc-
cessful in socializing the country community. This, it is well known,
is generally the point of greatest weakness in teachers reared and
~rined in the town schools. : : ;

o’

" 'COURSES OF INSTRUOTION.

Thero are two courses of instmc‘ti(.)nz The first, which covers one

year, is intended for graddates of high schools; the second, & two-year

«course, is for all nongraduates. Legally the State superintendent pre-
scribes these courses. He pernits modifications to meet local com-
. munity needs, however.- Tha courses are arranged for one. and two
yeurs, but students who show lack of preparation are required to spend
more time in study than the specified one or two years. The outline
of courses given below is from Sauk County. They are typical of

" “what is found in most of the schools.

‘ , TWO-YEAR COURSE.

First year. ) =
First quarter. 8econd quarter. Third quarter. - Fourth quarter.
Spelling. Spelling. Arithmetic. Arithmetic.
Reading. Reading. ’ Language. Composition, v
Plays and games (7). Physiology. Library reading.  Library reading.
Drawing (3). " Writing. Physiolpgy (3).  Drawing (7).
Agriculture. Physical geography. Construdtion (7). Plays ang games (3).
Physical geography. ~ Geography. Geography. ",
. Agriculture. Co
i Second year. TR 5
- . 5
' Language. . Theory. United States his- Sewiog, .
Reading and orthoepy., Reading. tory. United Stgteshistory.
Asithmétic, . “Avithmetic: Ameticay literature. Civied. -
Cataloging. ™' " Management and Grammar, "Observation and
3 : L oolaw. _"Observation and ° practice. .-
Obeervation and - |peactice. - Rural economy.
praclice teach- Practice teathers’ Practice teachens’ .

ere’ copference, conference. conference.

- . ; ¢
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orthoepy. . Managementand Geography. Library reading.
Agriculture, law. United Staies his- United States his.
Arithmetic. - Writing. tory. . © tory. .

: Cataloging. Observationand Observation and Drawing (7).
Playsand games (7). - practice. practice, Playsand games(3).
Drawing (3). “m WS American literature. Practiceteachers®

. ' Practice teachers’ conference, ¢
’ conference. ‘ )

- A study of the courses shows that practically all the time is

clearly in view.

- This is especially emphasized in teading and the mother tonguc -

. schools, to incresse the literature, and to promote the education

» : : =
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_ ONEYEAR COURSE.
~ For high-dchool graduates and those having finished the tenth grade.
) ) ~“The tenth grade. : ‘

b First qugrter. ' Second qilnrlor: Third quartér. Fourth quarter.”
Spelling. Reading. Physiology (3). Civies,
Languagee Theory. . Construction (71, Rural economics
Reading and  Arithmetic. Grammur. Agriculture,

devoted to every-day subject matter, such as must be taught in“all .
well-organized elementary schools. Enclé)ject is emphasized boih
from the acddemic and from the professional point of view. Mast of
the schools demand a full year's work in agriculture. Tite nature -
environment is emphasized throughout the course. The~ practical
phases of the subjects and practical applications, likewise, are kept

All the schools have observation work and practice teaching,

subjects which are usually poorly taught in the country. schools,
A thing of more than passing importance is the study of rural
sociology and farm economies, either forrally or informally. This
study has done much to face the tea(-hers-in-'tmin‘ing toward the

real problems of country life. .
Y

‘. SCHOOLS WITH TEACHER:<PREPARATION IN ‘SE,PARATE A
: ' o DEPARTMENTS. )

L e : - I - K
New York.—History of teacher preparation.—The earliest profes- g
sional training of rural teachers in the United States was done in_ ¢
New York State. The report of the State board of regents to the
legislature in 1821 indicates that certain acadcmies were then
training teachers for ¢the comman schools. This work received its
first official sanction in 1827, when the legislature passed “an act
to provide permanent funds for an appropristion to the common 5

of teachers.” < This. voluntary teacher-training: work in the acade-

‘mies grew rapidly in popularity, until'in 1834 the legislaturo enacted
& law specifically aftforizing the formation of special classes of

students in the academies of the State for the training of.teachers. '

. & %
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This appéars to have been the first legislative provision made by
“any American State for the establishment of an institution to train
teachers. . §

In compliaace with the law, one académy was designated for this
purpose in each of the eight senate ‘d 4ricts which by reason of
““endowment .and literary character were most capable of accom-
plishing the results desired.”" = : _

“The list of subjects included in the early course of study contained: -

. English language. -

. Writing and drawing.

. Arithmetic, mental and written; and bookkeeping.

. Geography and general history, combined. :

. History of the United States. ° - ‘

. Geometry, trigonometry, mensuration and surveying. ) .

. Natural philosophy and the elementa of astronomy.

. Chemistry and mineralogy.

- The Constitution of the United States and the constitution of the State of

New York. i E P

10. Select parts of the Revised 'Statutes and the duties of public,officers;
11. Moral and intellectual philosophy. ; :
12. The principles of teaching. ° ’ :

« Establishment of the first normal school sn the State.—The results
accomplish®® through the new training .classes were not, entirely
satisfactory. There was cominon complaint: that “the training of
teachers was made secondary to the regular work of the academies.” -
An opinion was rapidly crystallizing in favor of separate institutions

.. for teacher preparation, and in the year 1844 the legislature passed
an act to establish the State’s first normal school at Albany. From
this year onward until 1849 the special Staté aid was withhe!d from
the academies, which, nevertheless, did not discontinue their work of
teacher preparation, although the number of teachers in training
dwindled®down materially. In 1849 the legislature again made an
appropriation to the academies for the instruction of teachers,

- because the number graduated from the ofe normal school proved
insufficient to meet the demands of the rapidly growing State.
 Organization and number—The specific work of the training
classes has beex to prepare rural teachers. The supervision of these
classes by State supervisors has grown more and more effective;
regulations for admission have been gradually strengthened; and

. courses of study have been modified with changing needs. Alto-

:  gether between 1896, when fhe education department hegan to
issue the training class certificates, and 1914, 12,873 teachers have ~
been oertificated; 1,248 of these teachers wore cortificated in 1914, .
About 1,500-teachers were graduated in 1915 and 1,552 in 19i6, = .

Ll -
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S
.

Before any school can be designated ‘as a teacher training school,
certain definite requirements must. bs met. On this point Hon.
Thomas E. Finegan, assistant commissioner of education, says:

Before a school is designated to_organize a training class sucht school is examined
by an inspector of the department and a written report is made of the character of
buildinge, the equipment of the institution, the general apirit f the community
toward the maintenance of good achools, the qualifications of teachers employed,
and the accesibility of the community to students who may desire to entersuch class,
The local achool authorities must employ - a special te&cher/for the training class,
who must be either a college graduate or a graduate of & normal school df the State
who has had at least three years’ experience in teaching in the public schools of the
State. Two of the thrée years of such experience must have been in grades below
the ninth. Ths holder of a State certificate granted in this State upon examination
since 1875, who har had such experience,, is also acceptable. The training clas
instructor must be paid a galgry of at least $600. The locs] school authorities muyst
also set apart a suitable room or apartment separate from all other departmenta of
the achool for the training class., Other members of ‘the school are not permitted tos
be seated with, or to recite with, the training class students. “The object is to make
thie training clase work 8s scparate and distinet as pessible from the academic or
other work’ of the achool. - ’ - .

. Requirements for admission.—The requirements for admission to
the New York training classes have been strengthened gradually,
until they are now as exacting as in any State. Formerly any
person could gain admission to the training classes who had to his
credit two years of high school work in addition to a regular eight
year elementary school course. The educational department of the

. State, however, realized that these regulations were too low to provide

tha kind of teachers needed at the present time for rural elementary
schools: The requirements were, accordingly, enlarged, making
necessary after September, 1916, the completion of three years of
high school work, and after September, 1917, the rompletion of a
four-year course in ‘an approved high sehoel for entrance to the
classes: It should also be noted that graduates from the teacher

training classes must pass an examination set by the educational L&
- department before being permitted to teach. '

Proposal to establish special normal schools for rur'af \teacMrs.-— A
There is a growing feeling in the State that while the training classes
have done much to place better-qualified teachers in rural ‘communi-

- ties, the kind of education provided in the high school training

elasses is too limited academically and professionally for the kind
of teacher required in modern agricultural community schools. . It
is folt that teachers employed in the rural schools should be required.
to possess an equal amount of academio training with the teachers
now in the cities and villages. This is areasonable requirement.
Practically the entire tescher product from the regular - normal

“schiools of the State is absorbed by the cities and larger towns. Very

few of the normal school graduates find their way to rural com-

S
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munities.  State normal traiing institutions, it is therefore argued,
should be established to meet the special needs of the rural schools.
In some States this work is' now being done largely through special
rural school departments withia the regular normal school. )
Minimum requirements for an approved course.—The present train-
g course comprises the work of one year above high-school grade;
that s, it is a fifth or graduato year. Many of the details of the course
are left to the discretion of the administrative heads of the schools
" offering the courses. ) ,
The present education law requires that the eourse of study must
include 2,880 recitation periods, of which the following must be a part

_English—The courge in English muast be continuous throughout the four .

vears, and must provide adequate instruction in grammar, composition, ’
rhitoric, and literature........o...ooo.. ... BT N 494 periods.
Alistury —The course in history must include the three following courses, .
each of which should be continwous throughout the year:
"Ancient history........oeeeoo o Tl e ity i g 114 periods.
History of Great Britain and Ireland........ B00sHM R0 00nBoaoTd *. 114 periods,
* American history with the development of civie inatitutions. . .. . 152 -periods.’ *
Muthematics—The course in mathemativs must include: . .
Aleebra (through quadrtics).............. ... L 190 periods.
Plane geometry ................ ... e 8 e s e o o O 190 periods.
Nacnee ~The course in science must emhrace biology (including human .

" physiology) and physics. The laboratory method of teaching these
subjects is prescribed: : . ) .
Biology, (or physiology with botany or zeology)............... ... . 190 periods,

[hysiesor'chemistry. ...oovo oo oo “eeis---. 190 periods,
Forcign landuages —The course in foreigw languages must include: .

Lating.......... Fomooone R s T e T fagacooacxE ;---- 380 periods or

French...... O8con000as e ceeeeeseseeo....... 380 periods’or

Jeradn. ool ST (FURN S £0CAa00D002000g COREIRT . 380 perioda.
Draying —The course in drawing must provide adequate instruction for.. 228 periods.
Vocal music—The course in vocal music must provide adequate instruc-

tion in sight singing from the staff and the use of common technical

termsfor. ... ... . 0. oo s & ooat 8000 ohe B o L 152 periods.

. The number of periods required in each subject is basedson a school year of 38 weeks
.+ 22 minimum, . ) , ' _

MINNESOTA.— Training departments in high schools.—Minnesota

reqaires more than 9,000 teachers for its one-teacher rural sthools,

At the present time probably not more than'35¢per cent of those in

the service have received any professional prepération for their work.

A great majority of the rural teachers have jn the past taught on

"common-school cartificates issued upon passing & county examination,

By a recent ruling of the State high-school board, which took effect’

in 1915, all new: appointecs in the élementary departments of high

and graded schools must be advanced course noermal-schoo] graduates:

+ This ruling means that the State ndrmal schools and other institutions

103963°—17—3 - e
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18 ' RURAL TEACHER PREPARATION.

of higher learning which in the past have sent some, though very
fow, teachers into the rural districts are now obliged to devote prac-’
tically all their attention to preparing town and city teachers.

The hope for well-prepared rural teachers, therefore, lies with the
training departments organized in connection with State high schools,
121 of which have Such departments at this time. The training
departments receive State aid to the amount of $1 000 cach and come
under the immediate control of the State high-school board, which
also formulates the regulations for their operntion.  The departments
while making full use of the established State high schools, are sep-
arate from the regulaghigh-school courses, each training department’
being fu charge of a speeial training supervisor and offerine a full
year's training to high-school students above third-year standing wim
desire to prepare themselves for teaching in rural schools, ’

The teachor-training departments had their real beginnings in 1003,

“although by carlier ennctment a fow high schools offered such courses,
By an act of 1903, 8750 State aid was granted cach high school
“having a four-year course mnd organized classes in each of the four
- grades therein which provided for special courses in the common
branches.”  The depurtment grew slowly at first.  In 1907-8 there
were enly 233 students, all told, in 10 departments; i 1910 this
number had grown to a student attendance of 489. In 1911-12 (he
schools show a hetter growth,  In 1911 there were 56 training depart-
ments with 740 students in attendance: and i 1912, 81 departments
‘with 1,018 students.  For the period 1012-13 there was a slight drop . -
in departments and attendance which were given ut 80 departments
and 979 students. " In 1713 the State legislature made provision for
increasing the amount of State aid to $1,000 perschool.  As a result
108 training departments were organized that year. In 1914-15
there were 120 departments, with an attendance of 1,500, In 1915-16 .
the same number .of departments had 1,780 students,  Finally, in
1916-17 there are 121 organized departments in high schools and Sin
church schools.  The present attendance is approximately 1,500, with
1,600 graduates for the year. ' :
Development of the' training departments—THe organization and
Work of the training departments was not at first so satisfactory ns
might have beef: desired. The most apparent weakness was duo
to the fact that students ceuld receive certifieates to teach without
having completed the full four-year high-school course of study.
Thus, for example, second-grado cortifientes were commonly granted
Yo students of only one year’s attendance above the second yenr
of the high school, This weakaoss, ‘fortunately, has recently been -
remedied under a new ruling of the State high-schéol board. Three
years:of highrschool work are now required. for admission to the -
classes, In addition to this, the students admitted must possess
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good health and fair personality and other requirements nocessary
for successful teaching. The training work is finally to bo placed
on a graduate.basis beginning in September 1918, vt
Plan of organization.—The ‘organization and_supervision of . the
traning-school work is dirocted by a State inspector of teacher-

training_departments” who, fortunately, in Minnesota is a coungry-

life expert of national reputation.  Under her direction the dopurt- -

ments have already reached a marked degred of eflicieney.  Somo
of the outstanding facts in the Minnesota system are these:

1. The teachers in chargo of the departments aro encournged
and, indeed, aro expected to attend summer schools. 3 a

2. Marked attention is paid to the study of country-lifo problems
and the organization of the rural comnunity,

3. Practice teaching is required of all -tonchers in truining, for
which purpose local town schools and near-by rural schools aro used.

I. The course of study cmphasizes all the subjects that ought to -

b taught in the modern rural school.

Some of the requircments.—The State high-school bonrd publishes
from time to time a pamphlet living down their rules and reguln-
tions relating to teacher-training depurtments. Among (he rules
for 1914=15 are the following: ’

Quarters and equipment: <
v. A comfortable room having not less than 650 square feet of floor space chall
e set aside for the exelusive use of this department. A second room for the estaly-
lishment of an ungradvd practive school is sometimes desimble.
b The usual school-reom furnishings of the trining-department room, including
“the teachor's desk, blackboard, window shades, crayon, crasers, and clowk, shall he
supphed by the Jocal school and will not be credited for State aid. The following
equipment is also required: Students” seats (tahles and chairs preferred i hookeases;

worktabley industrial or construction materials; a case, cuphoard, or other storage

" rpace for these materials; a reading table or a ghelf for rural periodicals and toachors’
magazines; a set of rubber printing type; maps; globe; hectograph or other duplicating
machine; rand table; and bulletin board.

¢. A carcfully selected professional library’ mhst be established in the department
reom for the exclusive use of training students.  Each volume of this library should
be stamped with the name of the department. The following classes of books and
publications should be included in the training.department library:
1. Pm!a;mgival reference hooks. )
2. Books on the country shool and its problems, *
- 3. Rural life books and bulletins.
4. Copies of texts and special method buoks in the common branches,
5." Rurat periodicals and farm journals. :
6. Teachers' magazines. ‘
7. Children's library books~chosen from the *“Two-hundred Book List for Minne-
sota Rural Schools.” 7 w5 e ;
Teacher: ' 2 ' LA g
#. (Jualifications.—This department shall be placed in charge of a teacher-eapecially
authorized to do this work by the superintendent of education. ‘Such authority
~ will be given only to.tcachers of approved expurience who, posséss special fitness and

i+
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personality; yho lave & knowledge of rural schged vonditiohs, including at least twp
years of actual teaching in rurml schools; and w*:), in addition, quali{y‘by]N‘miug .
one of the following: ] ' .

L An advancsd dipbma from s Minnesota State normal or an indorsed diploma

from a normal school of another Ntate. A -
o~ 2. A diplomd from the College of Education of the University of Minnesota or

frop the education depertment of any other accreditod college or univemsity,
w a3 Arecond of recognizedd and advanand scholastic and profyssional Inuining and
of wide experience in publicsschool work. )
- b. Sulury —~Thé dinimum alary for such instructor shalt ‘be §750, but scho
authoritios are undd to employ teachers who are worth the money at higher malarios;
€. Dutics.—~The entire time of the special teacher shall bo given 10 the department,
One-hall of the day ahall be devoted 1o class wark, and the other.half t supervising
practice werk, and dirgeting thé preparation of students for their teaching and aa-
- demie work @ me =
Onawization gnd program 2 = @4
Progran of stwdis —The instruction of this department may be organized under
cither a two-seniter plan v o three-term plan. Under the twosemester plaithe
fullowing armingement af subijecta is recommondesd. )

® TWORKEMENTER ORGANIZATION,
First scmester; ' - :
Teaching process,

Anthiiete, - ' &3
' Geography. - . T :
Reéading J o L T
Primary handwork —sewing ' minoe) .
Second seusestor: . 6.
Cauntry school mansgement (12 weeks i and country life (6 weekn).
Tlygiene 19 weeks); civies (9 weeks ), '
American history.
- Compaiition and grammar.
Caoking--agriculture sminor). )

Under this anaization ohe lesson per week in music and_one in drawing may he
secured by omitting one lesson cach week in two regulnr cubjecta and substituting
mugic and drawing in the periods thus gined, or by omitting practice teaching on
Friday and uding the time for this work ’

THREE-TERM ORCANIZATION, :
Falt: . SN ) ) - o ¢ S
Teaching process, o ’
“Arithmetic. A
| Geography.
Cownposition and grammar. . . i
Primary handwork imindr;, g =
Winter: .
Country school management. .
American histary, X
Hygicne and rural sanitation, _
Civice (8 weeka), story-telling (4 woeks), c g
. Drawing (minor). - 9 . ; S
Bpring: Al : 7 e , ; -l T T
0 Countey life, e b ‘
Nature study and agriculture. : ko ! i
: % ;
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fpring—Continued. | ' ‘ ' REE : A
Reuding. . v N , ' - S
Sewing and cooking, . = .

Musie vminor), ’ . : .

Tt duily progrom —The daily program for training departmenta should not carry

mire than fourmajor periods of 3% or 40 minutes each, one mineg potied, and from en
" Jwar to an hour and a hall of obwervation and practice teaching. ®The work given in

the minor period ua primary handwork, drawing, Wmusic, etc., should not yequire
projuration ougside the recitation.  The following sugeestive program for the first
sctinster shows the possibilitios under this plan or onganization:

9.0 1A m, Opening exercisos. )

915950 a. m. Arithmetic.

S - 10.2h a. m. Geogmiphy.

10.25-10.30 a. w. Intermigdon.

{ 10.30-11.10 2. m. Teaching process. ’ N
§~ 1101145 a. m. Reading.
i 11 4512 m. Spelling or penmanship,

1 30-3 p, m. Qbservation and practice teaching,
1330 p. m, Primary handwork (minori,
" 34 p, m. Study and conference period.

.

NEVADA.—County normal training schools.—In 1911 the State legis-
lature enacted a law establishing normal training schools in connecs
tieom with high schools whereyer there are five or more applicantd who
fulfill the requirements for entrance”  Theke are, (1) gradiation from a.
Ligh school giving an aceredited four-year high-school course, or (2)
prssession of a Novada State olementary teacher's certificate.  The
county high-school board iy chnrge of ‘the achool in which the normal
training school is o be located must agree to furnish- the room,
fuel, nud- equipment, such ns blackbourds, desks, ete. The. county
commissioners aré required ‘o furnish other équipmerit, beoks, book-
cases, chairs for practice clusses, ote., not to exceed $500 for any one
vear.  The teacher is puid from the genoral State fund and is engaged
by the State bonrd of educgtion.  The course of study also is fixed
by the State board of (\ducf;!hun which constitutes the normal train-
ing school board.  The course must be pursued for a period of not
loss than 36 weoks., A certificate of graduation entitles the holder
to n county normal elementary schdol cortificato of the second grade,
goad for three years in. the elemontury schools of the State:

Leasous  for organizing county normal achools.—The Stato of
Xevada has no regular State wormal schools. - The Univemsity of
Nevadu has a department known as the State Normal School,
which offers a four-yedr course leading to a “diploma of graduation
which shall bear the heading “The Nevada State Normal School,”

. and to all persons receiving this diploma the State board of edugcation:
shull issue a State high-schoo} certificate of the first grade good for
fivo years.” There is also offered a. three-year course leading to o

-grummar grade diplomn, to the possessors of which the State board
shull grant.a State grammur grade certificate good for five years, The -

A
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University of Nevada is located in Reno, near the western boundary
of the Stete. It is, therefore, difficult of access, and attendance is
relatively expensive, as the population of the State is scattered and
there are few north and south railroad facilities. The result of these
-¢onditions is that Nevada must import each year from other States
the majority of her teachers, and it is diffiult to supply the demand
for trained teachers,
The county normal schools were established to alleviate these con-
ditions, In 1915-16 three such schools were conducted in the State
- i conneetion with county high schools, graduating 25 student
teachers. - These graduates were all engaged in teaching in the State
. the following yenr and, according to statement of the deputy State
superintendents, were practically all successful. Thimy students are
in attendancg during 1916-17, of whom probably 26 will receive
certificates to t8ach. ’ . - :
The following table gives thesubject matter and time of the required

. course of study: ’ . &
Weeka. oo S 36
Hours per week. ... ... .. , 25
Total hours per year........ .. ... . i 900

= 0 Hours per year. ~
1. Theory and practice of rural school teaching. ... ............... g0 Poh 080 63 360
2. Science of education........... i NI R, B odoo¥e My o sflo oo oomo Bace 72
3. Review and methods in English for rural schools. . ... ... ... .. ... .. 72
4. Review and methods in nature study and geography............... ..., 72
. Review and methode in history. ...... 0600000 C2 B oo o Rk 000000580 &5 72
" 6. Review and methods in arithmetic. ................. ... .. N PO
" . 7. Phy~iology, hygiene, and physical training. .. . ... e, N e b s e e s 72
8. Drawingand finearts™. . ... .. ... ... ... .. 36
9. Elementary school musie......_o.....o..... .o L e 36
10. Rural xchool agriculture and industrial training. ........... ... . ... .. ... 36
- 11, Penmanship and how to teach it./. 20A0808 600006082006 506 E0E6aB00 SHREEEE A 36
Total. oo e, £60000000 900

< Owmo.—County normal schools.—The State Legislature of Ohio at
"its specinl session in 1914 made provision that hereafter no one will
be permitted to enter the profession of teaching unless he has had a
specified amount of professional preparation. The amount of pro-
. fessional work required will increase gradually from the present year
until January. 1, 1920, after which time at least one year of profes-
. sfonal training in a recognized normal school, college, or university - 1
 will be required. The effect of the new law is seen in the large num-
ber of student teachers flocking to the professional schools of the

VA State:

e Q;am& Iegisiiyﬁiﬁré imda ' ﬁibﬁsiom for supplying additional
- tenchérs With professional preperation through the establishment of
. o system of .county normal schools, These differ little from the -




PRESENT STATUS OF THE TRAINING SCHooLS. 28 °

training departments in New York or Miunesota, except in minor i
details. They are called “county normal schools’’ because “the |
unit of territory designated for the establishment of such schools is -
the county school district,” which in Ohio- means an entire county,
exclusive of any city or other independent district. The State
department of education has direct control of the organization of
the normal schools; which may, under State law, establish at least
one and ot more than three such schools in any one county.

The following pomt& in the organization of the new schools are

: notmort,ln -
. Only stundaml high schools may get the normal school depart-
ment.s
2. The teac hm«r in the mght-y(‘ur elementary schools helow such
J high schools must likewise be approved by the State superintendent,
us most of the observation work is to be doue here.

3. The county superintendent—who in Ohio is a professional
edueator chosen by the county board of education—has direct super-
vision over the county normal schools. He nominates the director
and other instructors negded in the schools, and is himself expected
“to teach in the normul schools not less t.han 100 nor more than 200
periods per year.” :

1. A director of high professional qualifications and experience haq
<I|w(‘t chargo of the schools,

Obwrvntlon work and practice teaching is required of nll
xLud(-nt toachers, This is done partly in the ahove-mentioned ole-
mentary schools and in adjacent one-teacher rural schools.
~ The State obligates itsolf to pay the expenses of schools to the
amount of $1,000 annually. Up to this timo the State department
of education hits made provision for 49 such schools, of which 42 are

"~ now fully organized, with an ourollmegt of 1,150 pupils in 1017, It
is the polu y of the State superintendent to move slowly in the matter
of organizing tho schools, placing them only whege actuallyneeded
to provide teachers for ruml communities and villages.

Course of study and articulation with State normal schools.—The
county normal schools offer two courses, an advanced course requir-
ing graduation from a first-class four-year high school for admission,
and an elementary course’ requiring not less than one year of high- -
school-study for admission. The prof@ssional work of the school
covers one year of nine months. It is interesting to know that of the
42 schools now organized, 26 are on the advartced course list;

It was stated previously that by legislative emctmem all teachers’
of Ohio must have obtained & cortsin amaunt of profossionst work
by 1920, - ‘TRe ‘eounty nofmal school work was organized wigh this
in view. The work was, moreover, plantied to corrolate w;l%rﬁ:
courses of study it the State normal schools Accardmg_ o this
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' arra;ngement, every étudgnt who has completed a 6ne-year course in *
- year high-school course is entitled to not less than_20.semestar hours’

-+ mal schools. Since the courses in the State normal schools require

* . school may finish a regular two-yoar collego course ina State normal

", schools to the higher State normal schools,

Introductory edueational psychology and child study............. s e 4.
- Observation of teaching.... .. ... .. R acococ J0000BEe00a B 00a000c e, 2
" 'Practice teaching............ ... . TR 9000000000 R
Methods in elementary achool subjects....... ... 1066066000000060a Boo®bo0000oas g
Music.........0 1050000000 . f: ........ TR .1
Drawing....................................T¢ BT 1
Industrial arta...................... e 1
8chool sanitation and hygiene........... e 3
* Arithmetic and methods............ 3000000006866 BEOq 10900000007 600000650B000000 Sy
History and methods. .. ... .. . 0000080000608 66004 POB00GPE0EESEE0000600600 ol
Primary reading......... .. ... PSS 0Bo6000000s e, t.
: . . % 20
. o Second semester. , o
Principles of teaching.......................... ... sWaoooo 500000060000 4
- Practice teaching........... §0000000000000a Bo0000008800000 J00 000d Boopaooooog 2
Observation tesching......................... FO0000AC000E0AEECOBNEEEAcER000s . I
.Household arts.......... .. e 1
.Thewa_whingofngi'i{-ulturo..........,......................~‘ ..... Booo00oa0oEo: T2
Language and methods. ............................. 6o0000000q [pO00BooGaE 4
Schoolm_anagemcnt....,.................................-..;': ................ 2
Rural life and education.......... ........... PO Slelslslelele slele e mlelee 2% a1a 2
Geogruphy and methods................. ... ... COSERIAT, 2
% * . o 20 .

<" Some"of the special work of the schools.—Agriculture and domestic

. science form an important part of the ‘course of study in the Ohio

. -county normal schools. - The State supervisors of aggjcultural educa-
-~ .. tion give short courses in agriculture to aupplemonm

in; the ‘school. As specialists in- their field, théy ‘etnphasize. those'

& county 'normal achool following graduation from a first-class four- -
nor more than 24 semester hours’ credit at any oné of the State nor-
30 semester hours for a yoar's work, graduates from a county normal

school in-ohe year and two summer terms at most. This becomes a
special inducement for students to enter the county normal schools. .
As can be seer,.the training schools are really preparatory professional

The following is the advancod one-year course, intended for grad-
uates of four-year high schools: ' :

First semester.

e regular work _

In the sgriculture coiirse that can not,be loarned from texts
ooks. [ In s similar. way, au axpert- teacher in domstic scisnce is
provided by:the State who gives short courses in'the subject of house- .

old ‘economics.’* Tt is the aim to'fit these coursés into the neads of

tural and village life conditions. .~ Of similar interest and importance

h ‘ .y T
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is & course of lectures delivered before the county mormal schools
through a committee of the State Medical Society. First aid to the -
injured; oral hygiene; hygiene of the eye, ear, nose, and. throat;
' community hygiene; hygiene of womanhood; the treatment of the®
foeble-minded; and similar subjects are offered in’ this course.
MicHieaN.—County training dasses.—The teacher-training system
in this Stateis unique in organization as the system is inmost respegts
independent of the local schools to which the training classes arefor
convenience attached., The classes have each their own board of
control, which comprises the State superintendent of public instruc-
tion, the county superintendent, and the local superintendent of the
school where the county normal class is located. It is ‘true that
the local board of education of the district is required to provide
quarters and equipment for the school, and also to pay the two in-
« structors of the training classes from month to month, with the pro-
vision that. the board will be reimbursed for this outlay at the close
of the school year, provided the work done has proved satisfactory to
the Stato superintendent. Thore may be only one such training.
class in each county. Tuition in th® class is free to all students resid-
ing within the bounds of the county. ' —y | _
The special advantago of the average Michigan training class lies in
this, that very many of its students comio from rural districts, who
may or may not be students of the central school where the class is in
operation. There are, in 1917, 50 classes in operation, with a student
attendance of approximately 780, from which number 700 will prob-
ably graduate this year. e
Organization and practice school Jfacilities—The student body of the
training courses is quite mature, since many of the students enter the
classes several years after they haveo completed ‘a high-school course.
The minimum requirement for admission is 11 grades of work acquired
in a standard highschool. As a matter of fact, more than 60 per cent
of the teachers in training are high-school graduates fram approved
high schools. Under the Michigan law the instructional staff of the
‘training class consists of & principal and one critic teacher, The for-
mer must be an educator of exceptional preparation. He has general
oversight of the students, and gives instruction in the academic and
professional subjects. The critic teacher mudt have had expert train-
ing in her particular field. | She has charge‘of the model school, which
shoyld be made up of several grades of pupils, first, third, and fifth
- grades proferably. This schoo] is used both as an observation school . -
and for practice teaching. The.eritic teacker is usuall ‘expected o
teach, at léast one acadetic subjéct throughout the year, in addition
o her critic work, in the beliof that she will in this way gdih 4 more
intimate acquaintance with the studedw’in training, their peculiari-
ties, and needs. Considerable observation work is required of all tha - .
R | e L s O s
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- course, live near towns where county normal classes are located, and they are able to

“cent who are not teaching are now continuing their professional studies

’Boa'.rd of Education:

students, so that they may get clear ideas on the principles and prac-
ticés governing good teaching and management. The minimum re--
quirement of practice teaching for graduation is 25 clock hours of
actual instruction. : : ;
The prgéent State superintendent of public instruction, Fred L.
Keeler, has this to say about the effectiveness of the Michigan system
as now in vogue: i '3

I am a firm believer that oyr county normal system is one of the best means of pre-
paring teachers for the country schools. We get a large number of high-school grad-
uates who live in the country and wish to teach in the country. These people, of I

take’their training at these schools. They receive credit at the State normal schools
and at the university for work done in the count v normal classes.  After two or three
years a large portion of our county normal graduates enter the State normal schoolsand
the university, and records show that they are among the best students in these in-
stitutions. ' ‘

TEACHER PREPARATION AS PART OF THE REGULAR HIGH SCHOOL
_ WORK.* :

ARKANSAS.— Teacher training in high sschools.—Teacher-training
classes were opened in Arkansas as a result of legislative ennctment in
September, 1911, when 14 high schools were placed on the list by
the State board of education. At that time the sum of $10,000 was set
aside-from the fund for State iid to high schools, to be used for the

" encouragement of teacher training in these schools, no one school of

which should receive more than $1,000.  Of the 14 schools desig-
nated as teachér-training high schools in 1911 two were early dropped
from the list for inefliciency ; later two other schools wero added, The
Stato now gives each of these schools'$500 a year -outright ‘and a

.

‘'small additional sum for each pupil enrolled in the training classes.’

- The total enroliment for the year 1911-12 was 324, with 41 grad-
uates; fot 1912-13"the enrollment was 398 with 51 graduates, and for
1913-14 the enrollment was 448, with 71 graduates. According to
B. W. Torreyson, Sccretary of the State Board of Education, { ully 80
per cent of the 161 graduates are teaching, most of them with marked
success. ‘“They' are,” he says, “better equipped and therefore very,
much better teachers than the usual rural teachers. They all know
what to do when they take charge of the schools. Their success
depends on character, temperament and tact. Most AT the 20 per

in higher institutions.” .

 Requirements for admission to-the teacher-training lists.—No school -

will be permitted to organize a normal training department in Arkansas
before it has ‘complied with the following requirements of the State
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1. The school must offer a full high-school course of not less than =~
four yecars. R P , o ' o s
2. It must employ at least three teachers who give their whole time
. to high-school work and in addition to these a normal training teacher
approved by the State Board of Education. o i
3. It must have-a well-equipped laboratory for tho teaching of at .
least two nafural sciences or for one science and one industrial subject,
4. It must expend at least $25 a year for the purchase of rcferenéy
* books on teaching. T - ’
5. It must provide for a school term of not less than ¢ight months,
The required course of study.—No student is permitted to matricu-
late for the normal training work who has not had at least two years’
- high-school work. . The course of study is as follows: ‘

English.................... ... S S B 050 B BE0 50 0G0 G RSB B0 E0 0004 3.0 units.
Algebra. . ... 00000A0E0000BE BEBEBABOsE e el Booood 1.5 units.
Plane geometry............ . ... . ... .. ... . BoGORD000 e, 1.0 unit
History ;... .. a6 000 B on08e0 G6Ba 6 G oas ot PR 2.0'i‘mita.
Including United States history and government:..........0........... 1 udit.
Science.......lo. ... ... LTSN e e 1. 0 unit. .
Including [:hysiology and hygiene................. .. ... ... PPN } unit,

l’vd:\gogy.......................-......'..._ ........... e e -3. 0 units.
(See below,) o

- Course in pedagogy: o . .
‘Beginning class—third ycar high school - LN L )
' Elementary psychology............ ﬁ ............ i, one-half year. o
* Principlesof method................0 ... ... one-half year.
*~ Advanced class—fourth year high school— - - ‘-
~ S¢hool management. ... .... TP el ..one-half year. . .
Arithhetic.......... O  PIOTTUC s +#+e-e.s...:.0ne-half year.
(With special methods.) . L :
Language........... R 08 0000 SR B R ...one-third year.
Geography........... ... ... . ... ... eeerecenean ..one-third year. °
(Reading.......... .. 300QPE06 BA00OC e, v ---+----one-third year.
~ (Observation and practice.) \," S .

FLORIDA.—Organizing teacher-training departments in high schools.—
This is tho most recent State to organize teacher training in high i
- schools. - The law became effoctive one year ago. Up to thepresent .
- time, 13 departmgnts have been established, with a total attendahce
. of 245 pupils.. - - ' .
' Therequirements for admission of students aro unusually low.. Any
+ student may be admitted who is at least 16 years of age and who has
‘‘regularly and creditably completed the. eighth grade of a standard -

- school, or .who has taught a-public school for not less than ‘six -
.- months.” " While no class has yet been graduated, the.State. dep

.- ment, of education has ruled that *“the length of the courses sha
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Towa.— High-school training courses.—Tho State of Iows is now in
its sixth year under the teacher-training law, which became effective\
. in 1911. During the first year courses were organized in 42 schools,

" with an enrollment of 592; during the second year in 92 schvols, with
an enrollment of 1,309; during the third year-in 133 schools, with,an -
enrollment of 2,308; during the fourth year in 165 schools, with
an enrollment of 3,452; during the fifth year in 170 schools, with an
enrollment of 3,540; and during the present year in 170 schaols; with -
an approximate attendance of 3,760. The average size of the high-
school training classes for 1915 was 21.4 pupils. The organization of
the courses is under the direction of the State superintendent, of
public instruction, who' prescribes the course of study and inspécts
the schools for thoroughness and efficiency of admiinistraticn. This . -
phase of the work is in ¢harge of the State inspector of ormal training ]
in high schools. An approved high school with a teacher-training®

- cowrse received, according to the original law, annual Stato aid in the
sum of $500. In case two or more high schools had been dedignated
for teacher training in the samo coiinty an annual sum of $800 was
divided among them. Tho last general assembly of the State, how-
over, amended the law by raising the aid from $500 per school to $750
regardless of tlte number of such schools in a county and appropriated
$100,000 for tho year 1913-14 and $125,000 for cach year-thereafter.
Students must complete the regular four-year high-school course,
taking the reviews and professional work in thg third and fourth
years of the course, to get the training teachers’ certificate.” The
weakness, perhaps, of the Iowa system has been that no special -
instructors are designated for the professional work, this-being left
in charge of tho high-school principal or city superintendent, either
of whom has too many administrativo duties to be well fitted for this
kind of work,or the professional subjects are given to one or-moro of

; * the high-school teachers best suited for this teaching. It should bhe
said, however, that the &ato department of education is very careful
in these matters. While the law does not state, definitely that pro-
fessional teachers are-required,” the State department of education
has seen fit, to put its own interpretation upon the law and now gen-

- erally insists that teachers of special qualifications do this work.
Iowa, like many other States, has introduced teacher training in °
* high schools because well-psépared rural teachors had to bo provided
- somghow and because the one State normal school and other schools
of education were not providing them. There are in the State 12,500
rural schools, requiring annually .8 very large number of teachers to
fill the vacancies, Eighty-five por oent of these teachers come from
the high schools; 51 per cent are high-schoel graduates; of the other
.. 49 per cent a considerable number have had séme wark in high
. schools, although very many have no high-school preparation what-

ey o .
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ever and have found their way into the teaching field directly from
the grades, after having passed a local county examination,

Thb new form of teacher-training is doing much to remedy the
ovils of meager academic and professional training. The. course of
study for teacher-training students provides a thorough review in
the common-school subjects and emphasizes how to present them in
tho elementary schoals. A reasonable amount of instruction in psy-
chology and @ethods and “management -of elementary schools is
also required. The State department of education has published a
serios of valuable circulars which are placed in the hands of the

* ~instractors and teachers-in-training in the high-school departments.
. Particularly oxcellent are the Outlines of Psychology and School
« Managementy, Qutlines of Music, and the.Spelling List of Words.
» Kansas.— Teacher-training in the high schools.—The system of rural
, . “teacher-training in accreditod high schools and academios has been -
T very effoctive in Kansas, As early as 1886, a few Kansas high schools
weroe authorized by law to offer normal training courses and to issue
cortificates to, graduates, but it was not until 1909 that :Le present

. efloctive system was inaugurated. At that time, very fow rural
+tedchers had any professional preparation for their work, since the
demand for trained teachers in tho towns and cities was greater than
the three Stato normal schools could fill. Because of this, legislative
provision was made for the present teacher-training ‘courses, the
organization of which was left to the State board of education. This
hoard preseribes the regulations urider which accredited high schools
and academios may offer courses in ‘{:rmal training and sees to it
that the regulations are properly enforced. S '

Regulations of the State board of education.—The courses are open to

" . acereditod four-year high schools and academies only. When the
1 work first began,” only seniors and postgraduates were entitled to
tako tho work. * This consisted in part of professional work and in
part of reviews of tthe olementary subjects. There was thus required
one-half ;year in psychology and one-half year in school methods and
management, one year in American history, and a review of arith-
tetic, geography, grammar, and readifg. After a year of experi-
mentation, the State bodrd decided to reorganize the work.. One-half
year of hygienic physiology, one-half year of civics and one-half year

of psycliolegy should be required of all normal training students in
the junior year, together with enough other work from the regular
‘high-school course to make the required four units, The work in the
senior year should’ thereafter consist of one year in American history,

» one year of, phrysics, onte-half vear of metheds and management, and

+ igraphy, grammar, and reading, all of the reviews to be presented with
special reference to methods of teaching. Theso regulations, with
~ siight‘modifications, are still in use, 3 ’ Zdits
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"All teachers of the normal training classes are required to be gradu-
 ates of accredited collegos or Stato normal schools and must have had
at least two yoars' teaching experiencoe and must he approved by the
State superintendent of public instruction hefore entering upon their
work. Tho teachers-in-training are required to take regular obser-
vation work in clomentary grades or near-by rural schools, although
no actual practico work is required.
Growth of the movement.—During the first year of the new organiza-
tion, normal training courses wera organized in 110 high schools and
academies; 721 soniors and postgraduates completed the normal
training work that year, and of this number 615 were successful in
their oxamjnations which are held directly by the State hoard of
education.  The successful candidatos received the State-wide two-
year renewable normal training teacher's tertificate. The next
year, 1810-11, a total of 125 schools, representing R0 out of the 105
counties of the State, were approved in accordancé with the pro-
. visions of tho State act; 946 seniors and postgraduatos completed the
work this yoar, of which number 704 wers successful in their examina-
tions. During the year 1911-12 the annual State appropriations
.which had hitherto heen $50,000—of which amount not to exceed
» $1,000 should go to any one county—were increased tos®75,000%
That yoar 160 schools, representing a tétal of 90 countios with an
enrollment of 1,256, wero orgaiized; of this number 1,125 secured
certificntes to teach. The number of schools was further inereased
to 189 for the school year 1913. Tho enrollmont was more than
2,500 junior, senior, and postgraduate students. Of this numbar,
*1,275 waro applicants for. certificates, of which 936 wore successful.
During the school year 1916-17, 282 high schools and academies
wbro giving tbacher-training instruction “with a_total enrollment of
more than 5,000 juniors, seniers, and posteraduates in tho classes.
Of these approximately 2,500 will graduate at the close of the school
year; but probably not mofe than 1,800 will pass the strict State
oxamination. . ' <

. How the primary purpose of feacher iraining is being accomplished.—.

' The reports of State Superintendent W. D. Ress show in a striking

“manner how the teacher-training courses in-the schools of Kansas
are accomplishing their work. In 1910-11, 7,873 teachers wore
employed in the rural schools of the State; of these only 197 could -
beast a normal school training or its equivalent; 2,379 were high:
school graduates, and 1,639 had been in lugh-school attendance for

. one year or more; while the large number of 3,658 had only an ele-

+ mentary school education. . In 1914, there were 7,842 rura} teachers .
employed in the ‘State. Of this number, 238 wore gradustes of

-collegres and normal schools; 2,980 were graduates of teachor-training

"high-'school classes; and 1,654 had attended high 8chool one year or

more. This left at that time 2,970 with only a common-schoo}:
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trainirg a8 against 3,658 with & simiar preparation three years ago.
Sinco tholl several thousand additional high-school-trained teachers
have gorfe into sorvice. Tho significance of 'this is, to quote State .
Superintondent W. D. Ross, ““ that within a docade no teacher will be
teaching, even in the rural schools of Kansas, who has not had at "
least_a full four-year high-school course, including specific work in
normal trainifg.” : ’ T e J
MANE.—Teacher training in academies-—The State has.nat yot
folt so acutely as some States the need for teacher preparation in
schools other than the regular normal schools. The State normal
schools have heen ablo to'a surprising degreo in the past to fill the
demands for teachers both for town and country communitios. As
an illustration, in 1915, all the membors of the graduating class in
ona of the State normal schools wonf into one-teacher rural schools
and, to quote the Stato Superintendent Payson Smith, ‘It would
probably be safo to say that -one-third of all the graduates of the
=~ normal schools went into schools of this class.”
Under theso circumstinees the State has not found it necessary
to utilize the high schools for teadher preparation, although such
courses have been authorized in certain n(-crudilod‘su‘nde‘mi(_\s sinco
101, At this time 13 acadomics maintain teacher-training courses
| With an enrollment of 239 students. Two years ago 12 schools
were- offering the work with an enrollmént of 247 studonts, The
academy courses aro subsidized hy tho Staté in an amirual sim of
$250.  All the professional work of the courses is in charge of a
professionally propared toacher of normal-school training or its’
oquivalent.  Four years of work are required for graduation from.
the course, the professional work of which is limitad: to the last two
years. The professionnl subjects required are the following: Ilistory
: of educatign, clemontary psychology, mothods of teaching, school
I managoment, school law, with observation work and- practice school”
teaching.  Bach teacher in training must have at loast six full wooks
of practico work in clomentary schools. . ;
ifforts to strengthen the ‘courses.—Stato Inspectar of High Schools
- Josiah W. Taylor has this to say about reorganizing and strengthen-
ing the academy: toacher-training courSes so as to make thom answer
community needs moroe complotely than thoy have done in the past:

An effort to organize the work more, completely has been made within ‘the lust
few years with the result that stronger teachers have been placed in charge, the school-
room work systematized and . strengthened, more defiite requirements’ mado for
observation and practice teaching, ‘and provision ‘secured for a reference library,
The most significant resulta which. I have noted.are (1) 2 fairly strong tendency on.the.
part of ‘those-whe have completed the tsurse to attend noringl achools either 4t pnce.
or within a compbratively short time; (2) favorable comment on the ‘part of supetin. '

“tendents’who have hired graduates, shawing that‘ﬁmy haveo sufficient knowledge
of schiool proceduro to avoid many of (ho mistakes’ which the ordinary high-school
graduste is likely to make during the first year (;f her toaclu"ng. ; :
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It may also be added that at the time of writing a bill is pending
in the legislature, which, if passed, would extend the system of
. teacher training to high schaols and increaso the State-aid provision
¢ from $250 to $500 or $750 per school.
MARYLAND.—The beginnings of teacher training in kigh schools.—The
. legislature of 1914 gave the Stato department of education author-
ity to organize teacher:training courses in ccrtain accredited high
- schools. *The State department is planning to establish such_courses
in 12 counties, although to date only 2 have actually been orémnized.“
The State superintendent assumes that these 12 training classes ~
will be able to graduate annually on an average 10 student teachers,
or about 120 from the high school training classes ench year. 'The .
~ present enrollment in the two schools is 40, of which number 36 !
will probably be graduated this year. If to these be added: the grad-
uates from the three State normal schools and the State-nidéd col-
leges, the output should be large enough to take care of the 350 to
400 annual vacancies in_the rural schools of the State. The quali-
fications of the teacher in charge of the training department, the
course of study, library equipment, and other important details
rest with the State department:
The study of pedagogy in' the Mnryhﬁld courses begins with the r
last year of the high school course and extends a whole year beyond
“graduation. By this plan_the training school graduates will have
reached a reaspnable maturity which, safeguards the sclioolroom
from extreme youth. It also guarantees a full year's work in peda-
gogy and reviews and methods of presenting the elementary subjects.
Course of study.—The work for the terchers in training is the same
throughout the first three years of the course as that given the regular
high school students. The fourth yeyr, as will appear from the course
given below, is mddified somewhat. The postgradunte year is de-
voted entirely to pedagogy and reviéws of the common school sub-
jects. The course follows:

A\

Fourth year, Periods
- 3 per week.
English—Literature, rhetoric and composition. ... .......... ooPRbEo00gq POBppat 4 7
' 'Bcience—Physics, half year; agriculture, half year, gardening, dairying and
: poultry raising ... .ol e 5
Latin—Ceesar, 4 books, grammar and prose... ... « »
. History—United States history and civics. . ............... T N s 5 B
' Education—History and principles of education. . .....¢....coocooooiiivin.. ... 3
Drawing and MUBIC, ..« .o ooveettii i e S U |
: 7 ' Poatgrmiua&%l‘?rgt hafj year. »
* ' Bpecial methods a'_nd review of arithmetic, grammar, and spelling. B L
Peychology:and principles of edumti(m.....,,..’...,.._a...-... SR ey B Ko IR
. 8chool Jaw and State course of study. ... 7. ... .l 4
" Bpecial methode and reviews.of reading and history......imiimiii i 2
‘ o { s
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Missovrt.—Iligh-school teacher-training courses,.—The system of ;
teacher graining in high schools was established in this State in
E 1913, und has been introduced since then into 111 schools, with an
i enrollment of 1,900 students, of whom 1,105 will probably graduate.

" Missouri hus profited by the experiences of other Middle Western

®3tates which have had training courses in high schools. a longer

time. The endeavor has been to maintain high standards. To this

" end only first<lass high schools with five or more teachers have been.

- selected for the courses, the work in teacher traming heing given only

4 - the cleventh and twelfth grades. The entire work of teacher
' training is practically in the hands of the State department of edu- .

“«ation which is held responsible for the course of study, qualifica-

tions of the teacher in charge of the professional work, as well as

for the examination and.certification of the student produet. The
+ State grants an annual aid in the sum of 8750 for thé aceredited high
school courses, ’ ' ’

Qualifications “of the professional instructors,—All the “training
counse directors and teachers must be approved hy the State super-
intendent.  The following requirements are made the basis of ap- -

" proval for sych’ instructors:

« The general requirements for teachers in approved high schools}

b Sixty semester hours of aeademic college work in advance of
the four-year high school course; ; . ‘

¢. Thirty semester hours “of educational work in addition to the
preceeding requirement; -

d. Twenty-four months of successful teaching experience, part of
this being in rural schools; : /o »
. ¢. Good personality and evidence of special fithess for work in
training teachers. : S

So strict did these qualifications prove that mgny schools have had :
difficulty in finding professional teachers for their courses.  Seyeral,’
indeed, were obliged to postpone the inauguration of the course

“because they could not find the right kind of teacher. = This has now

3

heen remedied: - \ A
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State legislature enncted a law prescribing that all teachers acquire
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Beprivemants for graduation.—No student will be graduited from
the teacher-training course who has not heen in attendunce o full
four-year period, having completed the required 16 units of work,
and having passed all the examinations given by the State super-
intendent.  Again, only students who runk in tge upper third of
their class®s are permitted to complete more tha® four units in 4
year, and even (he strongest stwdents must oleet a specin) or voege
tional subject if o fifth unit is desired. Each unit in edueation is
expected to demand ane-fourth of the student's time, The cer-
tificate granted at completion of the traiming course i god for two
years in rural and elementary schools in any part of the State.

Conrse of study.—The sbject matter o be completed by the
teacher-training students includes three units. of “English; twa of
nathematies; two of scienfe, one of which must l)p.flgricullun‘; two
of history, one being American history; one spedial or veeational
subject; three units of eleetives; and (hree units in education.  The
first unit in education is given during the third Year. Thisis eutitled
method througle subject mattgr and emphasizes content of- subject,
particulatly. Rending, language, grammar, geography, and arith-
netic are studied ns.nmlvri::f\wdlich the student will =oon be teaching,
special atiention bug devoted to method of procedure.

The following is aoncise statement on the advantages of the new
system of teacher-training upon the schools and teachers, by S, K.
Davis, until recently Stato inspector of teacher training in Mis-

-souri high schools:

1. Btandands have heen more dol‘miivly formutated for téachers and courses in edu.
cation in standari colleges and junior colleges.” The work of these achagls has been
definitel: inspected and-approved or rejected. ’

2. Letter teaching in clementary grades has resulted in all towna where high schools
are offering teacher-training. A condition of approval is that all grade teachers must
hald-a firstgrade certificate.  Grade instruction is direetly related to the work in edu-
cation hecause of the fact that training studenta ure not expected to observe puonr
teaching.  Information blanksare filled by grade teachers. School boards have shown
great willingwess to ¢lismiss incapable grade teachers and 1o r«;uin{mon- training of
many wha have for many year been content with insuflicient education: )

3. The presence of observing students has resulted in greater attention to method

on the part of high achool teachers. The probability of a visit from teacher-training

students cither individually or in «-lqns has made grade teachers mare alert, and
conscions of the fact that traditional practices, though endured by little children,
may not be the best methads when viewed by more critical judies. Many teucher-
training librarics have been used by grade teachers,

" 4. In conclusion, the status of the atudy. of edueation hasbeen greatly improved hy
& yeorof teacher-tmining work. [t ig considered an hanor o i communit ¥ to maintain
mented; itis recognized that ouly good students are permitted. to take work in educa-
tien.. AMN this must tend to dignify technical preparation for the work of teaching.

- ateacher-training school. - The teacher who is approved to teach educatjon feels compli.:

' Nann.\sK‘A.-T(Y('rtlnr-lm‘iningi in the high schools.—In 1905 the . .

O : R SR
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5 e
“normal training in a summer school apprm cod by the State dopnﬂ—
ment of education, or in a State normal schoof or high school of the
State.”™  This led to further lvgnslzmun i 19007, under which the
State oryranizeéd its first teacher-training departinents in high selhpols, |
Under the. Nebraska “system, teachers-in-training must  gradunte
‘from an aceredited high school which, now, means a four-year hi;,h
<thool. "Fhe professional work is all given in the jlll\lnl and senior
yeurs,  The prganization of teacher-training dcmuﬁ'f}mﬂ in-ghis
State hax had o marked influenee on the sealing up of the high=sclgols
departments gnd also of the grade Work in the seltools where the
depurtments are maintained, heeause only the best prepared instrine:
tors are placed in cliarge of the training work.
Tn 107, teacher-training was begun in 69 aiceredited lu"lx schools,
The namber of departments and students iy attendnnee grew rapidly,
o antil by 1916-17 there were 208 avell argamzed classes in high xchools
= and academies with o total attendance of 3,800 students, of which
approximately 2,500 would graduate at the close of the school yoar,
Loasons for orgaiiding the training courses.—The State of Nebr aska
has about 3.000 vacancies to fill in its rural schools each vear. Tho
U3 private and denominational colleges, the five public and private
sormal xchvols and the Siate university certify’ annually abour 700
teuchers with first and second grade cettificates. 'Hu:; would give
the State ane and one-tenth teacher for cach of the fown schools of
the State and practieally no tramed teachers for rural schools,  In
other words, the higher professional institutions have heen unable to
prepare teachers for the rural school becanse of the great demands -
made for their teaching product by the towns aud villages.  Under
the high school teacher-training system, it should be possible within
a few vears to 1 oace a teacher with some professional prepavation in
every raral sehool of the State. This, in brief, is the purpose of
oreanizing the courses. i _
Requiraments for teachers in ligh sehools « tndl grades~ No teachor is
clisible under the lawsto teach i the traming degartment of an
high-school district or in the - lu;,:. school department of any city
school distriet in the State who is not g gruduite from a regular
four-venr course of a college or university. or a graduate from the'
advaneed course of a college, university, or normal school in Nebraska
authorized by law “to grant teachers’ certificites, or who does not.
hold a professional State cdriificate obtained from the \mlo suporm-
tendent. on examination. )
. The State department of education lms made the further 1‘0quu’e-
ment for tca('herﬁ lu,t]xc gmd;-s of these normal training hlgh schools: .

Ilpgmmug with lluv whm] \(‘lll’ 1914 all teachoers in Yhe gmdq‘s must have had' normal
training in hjgh schools, at Jos Wt two years of teae hing in addition thereto, or must ‘
be graduates from. thedetementary course of a Stafe normal sehool and. bave hid two

. o 1 . X
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86 RURAL TEACHER PREPARATION. C s

yem teaching, or be oraduates from the full courio of a State normal achool or of a
normal school that gives practice teaching in‘the geades equivalent to that of a State
" nogmal aohool
Course Q;" study for teacher-trazmnq Ingh schools.—The four-year '
program given below i$ a Tegular Nebraska . four-year high-school '
“eourse,- modified to adapt it for teacher-training purposes. The
course - has been " approved by the Stato superintendent and ithe
University of Nebraska. :
For schools having at least three lu"h-school teachers the course is

_as follows:
GRADE IX. .
First semester, Period.  Second semester. . Jeriod,
Algebra. .. .. ... . .. R LSle e ot S U Algebra. ool 5
English and hool\kt-wplno ........... S Emglishooo..ooo o 5
Physical gcn"raph} booosoopgoelpooss 51 Agriculture........o o s
Latin....... D0'© e P 20R O QP Z G 0 DBooos § Latine....o..o i 5
GRADE X.
Plane geometry............. ... .. g Plane geometry..................... 5
General history : 5 ' General history........... . L. . b s
English. ... ... ... ... © 5 Botany.....o.o.ooooooo 0] 5
Ceesar and Latin (oulpusnmn. «.-ie. b Cresar and Latin composition....... 5
€ GRADE XI.

L] . L
Algebra...... et e e ra.. 5 | Solid geometry..............., ... .. 5.
Physics... Selele oo 00020 pooooe - 5 [ Physics . 5

‘English.....o......0.. ... . 5 | English 5
Major  revie \\1~.1r1!hmvm:, eog- Minor reviews— mental :mﬂnmptu
raphy. ... 5 penmanship. (}ramnr'. physiology,
-Latin or German....... RS AR 51, orthography........... .. .. .. poo 4
8chool authorities will select four of the five subjects.
GRADE XII.
{
Amercan ]nqtur\ and civ fes. -<- 5| American history and-civies. ... 5 /
English....c..... ... ... S | Chemistry............. ... . . . . v 5
Major réviews—arammar. re a(lmg, « - 0 Pedagogy......oo 5
Lajin or German. .. ...... ... +« 5| Latin or German............... ... . 5
Sugg,oet( d course for éleventh and twelfth grades wn,}mut ohemmn
GRADE X1
Algebra..... L T Solldgeomotry e Feerriiiieeeiie. B
Euglish.... ... BESER ks Bt anae n «o B Civies.... ., b i et i rieeanl 5
Latin or Gérman........,.......... 5.| Latin or German,...... Lasse, veollts R
“Major roviews ... ... 7. 6 | Minor reviews? : b
A The mn]or tevle\ss are: A?lthmetlg, geogruphy, grammur, nhd rending Eacly mh;ect .r'ecdves D»
vm
2'l‘lie m}udr l’é\lgwsr #res l‘h)slology, dmwlng, penmnnsﬂfp, mental arh.hma;lc, each ‘one 4 méks.
» ; : dguphy 2 weekq, ; 3 :
i ‘!\‘* ; 3 e -
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: - demand a number of accredited high schools have seen fit. to organize

~* teach; in 1916-17 the nufdber of classes hes increased to 83 with

- PRESENT STATUS OF THE TRAINING SCHOOLS,

.GRADE XII.
First semesterr. Period.  Second semester. Period. . .
English—debating. ................ 5| English............. el a5
American history................... 5 | American history................. .. 5
Physics....c.oooiioiiiiiiinl B Physicsecoeenn e 5
Major reviews...................... 5 | Pedagogy......... N SRS 5

It will be seen from a study of the programi that the third year of
the high school offers the so-called mejor reviews in arithmetic and
geography and’ the minor reviews in mental arithmetic, drawing,
physiology, and orthography. work in,addition to the 3 unitd or
15 periods of regular academic work.. The fourth year devotes 1
unit or 5 ppriods to major reviews in grammar and reading and-
1 unit or 5 periods to pedagogy. No time is devoted directly to the

- study of rural-life subjocts. : e : )
Norrth CaroLiNA.— Training classes.—North Caroling has a fow nor- -
fal trainirig classes organized directly by the State superintendernt of

ublie instruction under the State provision that “‘the course of study
in high schools and the requirements for admission to them shall be
preseribed by the State superintendent.” *There has never heen any
direct legislation on the subject nor are State subsidies offered for
tho encouragement of better teaching, although the State teachers’
assembly and other educational organizations within the State have
repeatedly urged legislation and State aid for teacher training in
accredited high schools. .

Twelve high schools are doing satisfactory work in, teacher-training
courses at the present time, - The professional work is limited mainly
to the last year of the high-school course. ~ :

Norta Dakora.— Voluntary teacher training in the high schools.—
Four-fifths of the population in North Dakota is purety agricultural
and. three-fourths of the instructofs teach in the open country and
places of less than 2,500 population. The higher teacher-training

~ institutions have been unable to supply the Jarge number of well-
prepared teachers demanded by rural districts; because.of this keen

training classes in connection with tho regular high-school . work.
The State does not give these schools any special favors or recog-
nition, although the State department of education “accredits” the
diplomas ef such teacler-training students and grant$ them the
right to teach for p limited period of time in the rursl schools of the
State. : 3 S R, TR ey
In 1915-16 there were 49 such depariments-in operation with an *
attendance of about 390, from whieh number 256 were accredited to -

an approximate attendance of 695 and 350 graduates. The organi-
. zation is still in ‘the making stage. Entrance requitements, are quite G
2 o P 90 b s o
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'indoﬁnite,.‘ while graduation is based on completion of the high-
_school course.

-OkLAHOMA.— Newly established training classes—QOklahoma orgin-
ized its first teacher-training classes in the fall of 1915. The State

_ law under which the classes were organized provides that-—

the State superintendent of public instruction may issue teachers’ certificates valid ior
two years, to all students who graduate from district agricultural schiools or from fuliy

accredited high schools when such schools have satisfied the said State superintendent
that the course of study completed by the students desiring such certificate is-equiva-

. lent 10 a four-year high school fully accredited with the State university, and that

the said schools have suflicient equipment for teaching agriculture, domestic sci enen,
and ‘manual training, and that the students have completed such a course in pry-

" chology and theecience of teaching as the said State superintendent- may prescrile.

In compliance with this law the Stato superintendent, together
with a committee of city and town superintendents, drew up the
requirements under which training ¢classes . may be organized in the

" high schools and secondary agricultuPal schools,-

Qualifications of teachers.—The teachers in charge of the teacher-

- training courses must be normal-school or college graduates with at

least 24 months of actual feaching experience, a part. of this experi-

~ ence having heen acquired in the rural schools.

As a further requirement, all the teachers employed in teacher-
training high schools myst he college or normal-school graduates or
holders of State high-school certificates. Tho high schools must also
ciation of Colleges and Secondary Schools.

Subjeats-required in the course.- -The teacher-training work is given

in other-respects conform to the standards of the North Central Asso-

~in the eleventh or twelfth grades, and all teachers in training are

required to complete at least 16 high-school units, the same as pre-
scribed in the regular high-school courses. "

The course includes one-half uhit in psychology; one-half unit in

the science of teaching; one unit in Amcrican history- and govern-
ment; one ycar’s-work in agriculture, including laboratory and dem-
onstration work with special emphasis on school garden work, not to
be offered earlier than the eleventh grade; not less than orie unit in
domestic science for givls and not less than one unit in manual train-
ing for boys; and one unit of review courses of six wecks each, to
include the following subjects in the order listed: Penmanship and
spelling, reading, physiology and sanitation, arithmetic, grammar,
andgeography.  Tt'is deésirablo also that two units of domestic seience

,or two umits of rrdnual training be included. w o
- One hour daily, or ity equivalent in time, must bo devoted to obser-

‘yitfon work-and lesson plans, end’ to ‘practico teaching wherovd .
o possible, - All stiidents Who;_%&ke the tehcher-trainjiig coutse must do
" actiral 'o‘bsén‘-yarcionﬂ wobk in ‘all grades from the first to the eighth,
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_ Teacher training in secondary agricultural schools.—Several of the
States having teacher training in secondary institutions include in .
this list secondary schools of agriculture. In Oklahoma there is one
such agricultural school for each congressional distriet. © = - i
The agricultural school has an ideel environment and equipment
for the preparation of rural teachers and in such States as Nebraska,
where this kind of instruction has been in progress for several years,
excellent results have been secured. Similar classes are now under
way in the secondary agricultural schools of Oklahoma. The course

embraces four years, the teacher-training work being given in the

senior year, which is as follows:

SENIOR YEAR.

Boys.
First term,

5—English literature and classics.
© 3—(4) Physics.
4-—(2) Veterinary science.
3—(2) Soils and fertilizers.
5—Advanced algebra, or
" 5. Psychology.
5. History of education.
- (2) Practice work.

Second term.

6—American literature and classics.
3—(4) Physics.
4—(2) Entomology.
4—(2) Feed and feeding.
6—Solid geometry, or
5, Theory and practice of teaching.
5. School management. o
(2) Practice work.

~

Girls,
First term.

5—English. ‘
5—Advanced algebra, or
5. Psychology.
5. History of education.*
3—(4) Physics.
(2) Practice work.
(4) Dressmaking.
~(4) Cooking.

Second term,

5—English. @
5—Solid geometry, or - :
5. School management.
5. Theory and practice.
3—(4) Physics.
4—(2) Entomology. /
(4) Millinery. -
(4) Sewing.

cE

(4) Cooking, -

OREGON.~—Teacher-training courses in high schools.—Rural school
preparation in Oregon high schools dates from 1911, when 21 courses
were established by law in accredited high schools. Since then there ‘
has been a steady growth in the number of departments organized. >
In 1915-16 there were 43 departments, and in 1916-17, 57, with an
attendance of 463 students, of whom about 450 will be graduated.

Any pupil who has completed three years of high school work may
- be admitted to the teachers’ training course; those who are dirécting

 the work, however, hav succeeded in eliminating perions who. they
- . believe would have little native ¢ ptitide for-the work.  The profess

".-sional work Is'given chisfly in the third¥md fourth years of the cougse,
In the second yegr one sermester is devoted to elementary agriculture.
 with as much practical demonstration work as possible. I the third. -

{ =%
' . kS
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year are giver American history and civics with methods of teaching -
these subjocts throughout the nine months. In the fourth year are
given reviews in English grammar, arithmetic, geography, and several -
* other subjacts, all'of them being taught from the pedagogical point -
of view. These reviews are for nine weeks in each subject. The
teachers in training get 12 weeks’ work in the theory of teaching, 4 .
weeks in Oregon schqol law, and 2 weeks on the daily program, school -
blanks, and the mechanical phases of schoolroom practice. Of great-
- est importance in the entire course is probably the observation work ‘-
and teaching practice. This is given thraughout ‘the fourth year,
15 weeks of 40 minutes each daily being devoted to teaching prac-
-tice in the elementary schools. 2« : :
A one-year Stata certificate is’ granted without examination to all -
student teachers who have completed the f our-year course in teacher-
“training. high schools. This certificate may, be renewed onte, but
only upon satisfactory evidence of at leagf six months’ successful
teaching experience. - IR .
-~ VERMONT.—Teacher-truining courses.—The legislative act creating-
- teacher-training courses in Vermont went into effect July 1, 1911
The courses were established in connection with first-class high schools
. and academies and were limited by law to 12 for, the first year and to
15 for the second. The restriction of numbers was removed entirely
in 19012, At first the minimum number for a training class was fixed
at 10 students. This was later reduced to 8. .The superintendenf
- of public instruction was empowered to employ speeial instructors for
~ the courses and the township in which the school was located was
‘required to raisc $200 toward the instructor’s selary, the State obli-
gating itself to pay the rest of-the amount up to $800. .

By a new act in 1912 the power of locating the training cqurses
and employing ypecialists was transferred ta the State board of edu-
cation. . By the more recent act of 1915 all regulations concerning
the control of the courses were delegated to the State board of educa-
gion and the State now assumes ‘the full expense of maintenance.
“The work is limited-to seniors and graduates, . Upon completion of
. 'the course. scniors receive certificates which entitle them-to teach
. without ftrther examination in' the elementary schools of the State
. . for four years, and postgraduates reccive certificates which give them

authority to teach in the elementary schools of the.State for five years.

. The following table ‘shows the number of ‘teacher-training courses '

established up to 1917 and the numnber of students ,e'xu_'olléd_ in each

., .. of the years sinco the law went into effect: = -

) M
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Teacher-training courses established up to 1917.

]

1911 | 1812 | 1913

12 14 19

106 | 103 124

5 48 9| 6

’I‘o(alnumber"enmlled............f............,..........;. 154 | 152 | 189

Number receiving certificates. . . . .. - 138 | 139 183
. ) S e B0 B +

* Purpose of the training courses.—The State of Vermont is in many
respects a rural State, which has been obliged to depend upon the
two State normal schools for its teachers. These schools, however,
have been unable to provide teachers for the open country, hence .
.the establishment of the new kind of teacher training. The primary
purpose of the training courses is well summarized by ex¥State
Supt. Mason 8. Stone, who says: :

The teacher-training courres were established for the purpoee of meeting existing
conditions and of supplying rural schools with teachers specially prepared therefor.

- The two normal schools, one of which is located ina village of less than 150 elementary
school children and the otherin a village of less than 115 elementary school children, -
have never been able, on account of their unfortunate location and limited training -

* capacities, to affect the rural schools in any large degree. Butthe teacher-training
courses, through proper encouragement, will be able to plice a trained teacher in
every rural achool in less than three years, These teachers will bé as well equipped, -
if not better, thrqugh the special training received to teach in the rural schools as the
graduates from the one-year course of the normal schools who have received only
general training. S : : _ O

.Content of the courses and methods used.—The entire year is devoted
to reviews of the elementary subjects and té study of the general

. . . - p - -
principles and methods of education, together with a large amount
of observation and practice school work. The specialist in charge .
devotes all his time to' the class, either instructing them in his own
classroom or directing them in their observation and practice work.
Eight hundred periods of professional work are required, distributed
as follow:s: ‘ '

' ;

Review of elementary subjects. -. .. .. P S A PR o

" Principles and methods. ......... Bococooeadbadiogospd .
Observation and practice.........oo.... L. A8 00005800
Peychology....coveen ool ;

Nature study and sgriculture. .......................... .. ... .

‘School law and management.......................... ... ...

A review of elementary subjects is distributed- approximately as
follows: '




)
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ribed subjects, there is a certain

In addition to the above-pr ;
ing, English them_es, reading of clas:

. amount of instruction in draw
sics,etc.. ~ ... - . . _ A ,
.. As much practical work as possiRle is introduced into the course, ‘
‘Important work is done in seed selectian, potato cutting for planting,
- and corn’testing; in the points and kinds of various farm animaly
and fowls, the different kinds of soils, grasses, and trees; ®nd in the
various features of knowledge essential fF successful agriculturd,
Much stress is laid on the cultivation of plats at home in lieti of school
gardens. Local exhibits for simple prizes are, also encoueaged: in
‘connection with the opening of 'the fall term.¢ ‘Soms® 4instruction is
also given in elementary manual training and, to the girls, in sewing,
knitting, and weaving. ‘ S S
* Vermont has just passed a salary act which provides State aid for.
teachers employed in rural schools, to be piiid in addition to their
regular salaries. " The special aid amounts to $4 per weik for each
~ teacher who-holds s life certificate, or who has had two y, ars of pro-
" fessional training following graduation from a first-class high schodl;
" $3 per week for each teacher who has taught at least 80 weeks and -
-holds a first-grade certificate, or who has had two years of profes-
. sional training proceded by two years” work in an approved high
~_ school, or who has had one year of professional. truining following
graduation from a first-class high school ;, and 82 per week for each -
‘teacher who has had one year of professional training preceded. by
three years” work in an approved high school. . s
-, ““Through thésg teacher-training courses,” says Ex-State Superin- -
tendent Stone, ‘‘and by the salary inducement now afforded, it is |
expected that the rural schools will bo greatly improved in quality
of the teaching therein, that community lifo will bo greatly hetne-
* fited by the character of the teachers employed, and that rural Ver-
mont will soon come to itg own.” - - ' . .
. VIRGINIA.— Normal training classes in the kigh schools.—The State
-is making a determined cffort to eliminate untrained teachers from
the. profession: Of the 11,904 teachers in’ public schools in 1915,
13500 were graduates of the normal schools and at least 500 had been
prepared in high school training’ classes. Of the remaining 9,904
teachers, 5,000 had had somd professional work in summer schools
since their entrance upon the teaching profession. This leaves nearly
5,000 teachers without. professional preparation. The showing is not
satisfactory, although quite remarkable forward stridés have been
< made recently. Out of the 11,904 teachiers in Virginia last year, 8,027
. held certificates equal to or higher than fitst grade, which is an' increase
iof 'at least 2,500-sitch certificates in six yoears. i oo

» . - aa Ty e .

1 1906 the State had two training classes ini high schools—one for

-

te and ona for colored students.. In 1917 the number of schools
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had incl@ to 26, of which only one was for colored students; in
1911-12, t8achers Qeld normal training certificates; in 1912213,
the number of these teachers had increased to 714. The number of
students enrolled in 1916-17 was 419, of whom probably 225 would
graduate during the year, Yoas .

Organization.—The organization of Virginia normal training classes
is by law vested in the State board of education, which designates
the schools in which. the classes may be established, determines the
qualifications of the teachers emiployed ifi. the professional wgrk and
prescribes the coursed of study to'be pursued. The old State-aid pro-
vision of “‘not to exceed $1,500 per school”-has recently been changed
to 8750 annually for each school doing satisfactory work. The State
appropriations for subsidics was changed by the last legislature from
$15,000 to $20,000 annually. '

Minimum requirements.—A first-grade normal training high school -
i Virginia must offer the following minimum requirements in con- -
nection with the regular high-school course of study: h

. Units,
English..__.. e et e e e et e ae e aaas 4
Mathefaties. ......... .. ... . ... BAE0 0 oD B0 0 BOAE DL & B a0 ORT o e o 3
History........... s N I e e L s R #G02 00 £.a © O TEE RGP 5 O TR QOB 2
Science..:........ o i e \ 2
Normal training work............... ... ... ... .. 0 e A e e o g 006 3
Electives................ G R B ACGO RIS e ot no s T e o e 3
Total...ovon L a1

1. A class of eight pupils. - = ..
2. Three teachers, not including the normal training teacher, giv-
ing their entire time to high-school work. :

3. A reference library approved by tho State department of pub-

- lid instruction to eost not less.than $50. )

4. An equipment of maps, globes, and apparatus approved by the
State department of public instruction. '

5. A special normal training teacher whose training and salary -

shall be approved by the department of public instruction.
6. A four-year high-school course. _
The’ professional work is limited to the third and fourth years and

~-comprises systematic reviews of the elementary subjects, including
_the teaching of these subjects and a-study of psychology principles .
-of teaching, and school mahagement and methods. There is also a

limited amount of Whservation work of elementary schools, and each

_ student teacher must, in.addition, do g small amount of practice "
teaching. - - o o Dot - AT
Junior normal training courges.—The: State board of education -

has extended the opportunity of the normal training classes to teachers

_ Who are already in the service of the schoals, but who have not had

T
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four years of h;Lgh school preparation. This- may be done on the
“following conditions: g . ' : :
. < T . ! .
. L. Teachers holding first-grade certificates who shall complete the work outlined
above for the third and fourth years in arithmetic and grammar, paychology and the' -
principles of teaching. school Inanagement an<i methods, reviews, special methods,

- observation, prictice feaching, losson plans, together with such high school stidics
‘88 are necessary to completera full program for the year, which studies may be in any
grade of high school work. shall be granted a professional fimsi-grade certificate,

~ g

Al of this work may be done, of course, in one. year,

2. Teachers holding second-grade certificates who shall complete the work out-
lined above for the third and fourth years in arithmetic and grammar, psychology
* dnd principlesof teaching achool management and methods, reviews, special methods,
observation, ‘practice teaching, lesson plang, and, in addition, a full year’s work .in
the normal training school (grammar or high school ‘grades) in all of th'e branches
on which- the grading on their second:grade certificates falls below 75 per cent,
together with such other studies as are necesaary to complete a full program for the
. one year or two years (ondinarily two yedrs will ho found necessary) of work demanded
~by-the requirementa of (Ris seetion, shall be grantey) a professional first-grade certifi-
cate, provided the marks made on the examination for theirsecond-grade certificates -
“and in thé normal training school average &5 per cent on the subjects required for
a first-grade ce/n'jlimto. ) 2 q .
. WestV1 RGINIA.— Normal training departments recently introduced. —
~This State has recently piaced a law upon its statute books which
went into cffect in 1915, Under it the Smyi department of educa-
- tion is organizing normal training departments in connection with
first-class high .schools and private .and ~denominatienal schools -
throughout the State.  Thie law contains the following provisions:

Whenever in the judgment of any county high schoel Lioard or of any district. or |
in_‘d(f)endent district board of education in whose dist ricts a high'school is mai ntained, - °
_ it is advisable to provide for better training of the teachers in the elementary schoolse:
of their connty or districts, such coiinty high school board, district board of educa
- tion, or independent district board of education shall haye the authority to establish
and maintajin a normal training department in connection with any high school
* under their control, provide necessary rooms, furniture, equipment, and supplice,
and to employ teachers therefor: Provided, That_ not niore than ont,’sm-ly nowmal .
training department shall be established in any county: fnd provided further, That
. 8uch normal training department shall not be established in any county in which.
- 8 State-normal school or other State school maintaining & normal training class is
- . The law further provides that it shall bo the duty of the State
board of education to prescribe the courses of study, to determine
the number and qualifications of the training-school teachers, and to
. establish all other necessary regulations and requirements for the
« -conduct of %the schools. - The State-approved. normal-training . high
. #chools Tecoive an annual State aid.in the.amount of 8400 iri addition- *
i/ 40, the State aid now!provided by law for qualified high sehools. .
% In 1917 there are 13 teacher-training. departments in" public. high
+; 8chools -and .“short courses”-—dquivalent. to-the training courses in

oo :
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‘ hn schpet™=T™8 State and 6 church. and private schools. The

total enfollment in the high schools is 200 teachers in training, and -

in the “short courses” given in other schools, 350. The approxi- :

mate number of graduates for the year is 135. : ~

- WisconsiN.—Teacher preparation in high schools.—This State pre-
pares teachers for the rural schools through county training schools
and also through local high schools. “The demand for professionally
trained teachers is particularly strong at this time, since tho State
legislature has recently enacted a law providing that all persons

entering upon the work of teaching after July 1, 1915, must havye.

3

hid at least two years of schooling beyond the traditional elemen- .

tary school, one of which shall be devoted to professional prepara-
tion. In order to meet the demand for qualified tenchers'when this
“law should go into effect, the legislature passed a measure makirig
provision for tencher-trainiig departments in certain well-éstablished
high schools. 'This was done in the belief that the 7 State normal
schools and 27 county training schools then in existence would be
‘unable unassisted to provide the large number of _teachers peeded to
fill the schools under the new requirements. -
Organizatior —The training courses are orginized 4s a part of the
regular departments in four-year high schools, These courses can

tot by law be established in counties which already have county -

training schools for rural teachers. One full year of professional work
and practice teaching is required of all candidates for graduation,
This is given in lieu of regular academic studies in tho third and
fourth years of the course and is in-charge of a specialist who devotes

his entire time to the professional training. The latter must be & -

gradunte of the advanced course in n Wisconsin State normal school
or its equivalent and must, in addition, have had at least two years
of successful teaching experience. The courses of study and the
qualifications of training school teachers must receive the approval
of the State superintendent of public instruction, who, in other
Tespects, also inspects the teacher-training work, e :
Greduation and State aid.—The certificate of graduation from the
school éntitles the student-teacher to instruct as an interfm certifi-

cute when the candidate has taught satisfactorily for at least seven '

months. This ,may become converted 'ing,o a five-year certificate
When countersigned by the county supermtendent of the county
where the training school is located. Permissive indorsements by

other.county superintendents make this certificate to all practical

purposes a five-year State certificate good in.all rural and certain
other elementary schools. 5 5 ' ! ‘

Approved training schools receive State aid in-a sum equivhlént -

to the total salary paid the professional teacher of the school. - The .

.annual appropriation for ‘this purpose is af, the present tingo $25,000. " '
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Present status.— A few high schools had established training courses
before the law of 1913 was enacted. _Twentyseven schools had
adopted the work in 1916-17. The enrollment of students was 868.
Four hundred and nine student teachers were graduated in June,
1917; of these 87 werc classed as graduate students. :

High-school training courses and county training schools compared.—
It is of interest to compare these two classes of schools in the States
where both are well established. Below are given excerpts from a
statement on this subject by Rural School Inspector W. E, Larson,

- made recently at the writet's request:

HIGH SCHOOLS.
ADVANTAGES, . :

Students while getting their teachor trdining obtin u regular high«‘ho«'ﬂl educa-
tion. This is an advantage to them'. . Tho advintage of the greater part of the high-
school course as a preparation for country school-teaching, however, is greatly over-

- estimated. s : o :
- It helps to build up the high schools and improve the quality of the work done
“in them:. The studenta who take the teachens’ training courso are usually the best
students, us they huve a definite purpose for their work. . In many schools the teachers’
training clasa has an excellent influence upon the student hody. A great trouble
with our high-school students in general is that they have little definite purpose,

_ DIBADVANTAGES

The training of teachens is likely to become a mero side issue. This is especially
true if the principal does not recognize the significance or the i mportance of the work.
The teachers in the high school are often specialists in particular subjects, and
such teachers are not always sujted to give the students the right attitude toward
the comwmon branches that must be taught in the elementary schools.
The sovial life of the high school is not always adapted to bring about a good pro-.
fessional spirit. ‘
The work done in the high school i8, 10 quite an extent, determined by the col-
- lege, and this has 3 tendency to weaken the work that is absolutely necessary to make
good country teachers. ’ ’ . . G
The ficld-work must necessarily be rather limited. .

COUNTY TRAINING SCHOOLS.

ADYVANTAGES,

The school has a singleness of purpose. It can give its whole attention to the
work of training teachers. - The whole achool, therefdre, hasa professional atmosphere.

All of the teachers in the school are interested in preparing Ppeople for a Jétinite
line of work. As a rulo they are better teachers, ‘more mature, and know more of
country conditions and needs.

The couaty training school has a marked inflience in the community aside from
the preparation of teachers. It does considerable field work and as a result keeps.

more closely in touch with country life.

.

i Syl b : - DISADVANTAGES, . o :
« . Many of the studenta are young and immature and have too little academic prepara-
. tion when they enter. E 7 [ e
The ‘courses are tqo ehort. ‘In many. respects the graduates are too weak when they
[ - goout. This is trup of these Wwho are high school graduates when they enter g well
| »;880f those whoarenot. . In some of the schools three-year courses have been organized, -

L i .
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Il. HOW THE TEACHER-TRAINING SCHOOLS ARE
BY EDUCATORS IN THEIR OWN STATES.

The following pages contain excerpts from lottors of educators in
~ the States where rural teacher-training courses are in operation.
Theso letters woro received in answer to a communication by the
Bureay of Eduention requesting the frank opiniens of the persons
addressed.  In a few cases the answers have been hold confidential
at the request of the writers and aro not included.  Whilo some of
the answers may have been influenced somewhit by the writors’
imediate environment, they are, upon the whole, remarkably frank
and express tho honest opinions of these men on tha yuestions of
_expedieney and value of the new kind of teacher training. T
Staté superintendents of public wnstruction.—The State superintond- -
ents of public instruction aro placed first in the list as being vitilly
concerned with the question of teacher supply in the schools of their
States, - Their answers may properly bo viewod in the large perspoc-
tive of State needs. — Of the 18 State superintendents or commissioners
of cdueation answering tho : communication, 10 are unreservedly
in favor of the systom, 4 wish to suspend judgmont until they -
have had better opportunity to study the results of the training-
school work, 3 others do not commit themselves ono way or the
other; finally, 1 is opposed to teaching courses in the high schools
of his own State, but mainly because ho believes tho normal schools
within the State are able to capo with the situation of providing a
suflicient number of rural teachers. Tho oxcorpts follow: -
Supt. W. D. Ross, Kansas: :

Graduates of the State normal =chools are almost alwayn able to secure grade and
high school positions, and, consequently, rarely go into the country schools, nor
would the oslablishmv\nt of additional State normal rchools greatly improve. condi. ~
tions in thix respect, hecause students would not feel that they could go to the expense
of leaving home and tiking a four years’ courve in order to prepare themselves to
hecome country teachers.  But the fact, that under the normal-training act they can
fet a vear's professional training in the local high-school course and at the end of it
seenre a State-wide certificate good indefinitely if suceessfully used is serving at once
to induce more young people to enter high school with the intention of becoming
teachers and.th hold more of those entering school until the cotirse is completed, i
This new course has given the high school itself a higher place in the ssteem of the
podple, because it sefves in part to meet their demand for curricula that are more:
practical, fer even before there was any attempt at.special preparation for the ‘work "
- substantinlly 40 per cént of all our high-schoof graduates went immediately to teaching.
The initroduction of the normal-training course has aleo bad a moet salutary efféct
“upon the entire school life of the communities coricerned. The study of peychology,
methods, and management gives a new view to school problems and echool responsic
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“  The system sécma to be & wise moye educatiopally, since {a) it. gives the
* . gogical point of view, to teacher-training students and gives them the profeasi
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hilities, and- this awikming has hud a marked effect on the attitude of the whale

school toward matters of discipline and administration. Then, too, the ohservation

work has net only greatly benefited the prospective teachers, but by Nacting upon

the work of the teachers visited has alko resulted in infusing new life and energy into
" the work of the grades. -

Ex-Supt. Payson Sniith, Maino: o >

We do not have any approved teacher-training coures in pubdic high schoals in
this State.  We have had such courses in some of the academien subsidized by the

State for a number of year<. [ have found that these cotrses rerve 1o some extent a3

limited area in the way of producing & fairly trained tenchiig corps. 1t has soemed
to mo that the arcax rerved by these schogls do on the whole répresent a somewhat
lower professional standard because of the fact that graduates of standard norma
schools are less likely ta be employed within thé.  From the romewhat limited
experience that we _have had in Maine with seecondary training conrses for teachers
- I believe there is littlo likelthood of the approval of a general scheme of high sehaol
- twacher training for the State as u whole. '

Supt. Fred L. Keeler, Michigan:

When our present syxtem was introduced it was the custom to rely upan the high
school faenliy for the acidemic teaching, and the county normal training e her
condueted the practice teaching, utilizing the grades of the cit yxchoolsfor this purpeee,

At present we have in cach nonnal kchool (wo teachers, ane a principal who takes
charge of the weadcane teaching and the other u eritic who has chango of a room repne

= senting several grades und which represents as nearly as may be ruml rehool ooe
dlitions, - The critic teacher dinets the prectice teaching.  Theso 1wo teachers have
nothing on their minds hut the training of rural teachers. They are selected Onpwes
cially for thix purpose,  The ordinary high-sehool teacher isa specialist in high scliool

- subjects and in wl«lmin interested in the rural problem,

Supt. C. G. Schulz, Minnesota:

- These training departments have proveditheir wsefulness heyond any questicn,
The county superintendents are unanimous in their approval of this method of training
{eachers for rural sehaols.  Sineo practivally the whole output of the State normal
schools is abwarbied by the village and city scliouls, the high-sehaol (mining depart-
menta constitute virtvally the only source for the truining of rural teachers,  The

» county superintendents and supcrinteridents of high schools cooperite most excel-

!

lendy! with the result that the high achools are hrought a litde: nearer the connry:

and the vountry is brought a little nearer the high schools.  1n e LTedt many cases
country schools adjacent tw the training department are used for practice PHrpoRs,
At any rate, the whole attention of the student teachors ix directed to the country
schools, and the course of training is adapted entirely to the needs.und demandls of
the country sclion], A ’ .

I believe I am safe in saving that the results of the training departments in Minne-
sota high schools have exceeded the soticipations of the school authorities and that
these departmenta have come 1o stay a8 a practical and satisfactory method of training

. teachers for rural schools. - - : ‘ oy

The late Haward A, Gass, then State superintondent of Missounj;

nal
attitude toward teaching; (4) it encourages those high-school students whe desirk 1o

tlgm-h 10 stay until they complete their high-school course;’(r) there seem to bt a.

.
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nimber of indirect ad vantages, among which might he imentioned ; (1) Through require-
ments made by the State department better grade teachers have been secured in _
tedcher-training achools; (2 it cagses some of the better high-school studenta to turn |
to teaching as a vocation; (3) it has made boards of cducation acjuainted with the
problem of the profeasional tmining of teachers; (4) the teacher-training course has
anded in promoting a’ professional spirit among the teachers in achools where it i

- woffered . The teacher-fraining classs are composed of good students on the whole.
Studenta ranking among the lower thind of high-school students are not allowed to

. enter the classea. The teaching of teacher-tmining instraction is, on the whole, good.
Nuperinteinlents and communities seem_enthusiastic over the courscs.  Though it ia
tou carly to speak very positively, it seems that, on the whole, the teather-tmining
yraduates do as good work 8 teachers in the raral achools. . o

Supt. J. Y. Joyner,Worth Carolina:

Here and there a school does atfempt to give a short normal course or institute
course, though there is no special legal provision for this at the present time. We
had hoped that legal provision (or it wonld be made by our legislature, which recent y
adjourned, and that a special appropriation would be made for this purpose; hut noth-
ing was done. T may add that in my personal opinion such a system is not only wise
but necessary.  Thie principle has (i approval of our State teachers’ assembly and. -
of the various other teaching onpanizations of the State as well, and, as I said above,

~we had hoped that something would be dogeby, the legistature which met this year.

Ex-Supt. Frank W, Miller, Ohio: ’

Frons present indications these county normal schools are successful. They prepare
teachers to femain in the rural service better than the regalar State normals do. All
of these normals are located in'the smaller towns or rural districts, and none of them .

“are in connection with,city high schools. )

The rtudenta come under the direct influence of an able director (in most casea),
and they get an inspiration equivalent to that secured in larger normal sehools or
collegea.  Begidee, Ohio State University cooperates with these county normals by
sending out extension lecturers and supervisors in domestic scienee and agriculture,
These sehools are all under the direct supervision of a supervisar of normal schools,
who epends a large part of his time on the road visiting the vprious connty normals.
‘The county ruperintendent is gbliged to teach some of the time in these connty nor-
mals, and the district superintendent must teach in them upon direction of the county
buard of education, i :

Supt. J. A. Churchill, Oregon:

The county superintendents, in general, speak very highly of the work done by
these teachers in the rural achools of ‘the State. The very fact that we require 15 .
weeks of teaching practice makes the course of especial valife to the rural schools, aa
the teachers prepared under such a course go into the rural schools with certain stand-
ards which otherwise they would not have. They know the number of words a child
should haye in his reading vocabulury at the end of the first month, how-to present a
"~ language-lesson 1o second or third grade pupils, the length of time roquired of an

average pupil to become thofonghly grounded in fractions and decimals, and much

other information that distibguishes tho teacher who is partially trained, at least, from
" tho an¢ who hashad no training. = = ' e
‘Ex-Supt. Mdson S. Stone, Vermont: :
The' teacher-training courses were established for the purpose of meeting exiating’
conditions and of supplying-the rural schooly with teachers specially prepared there-
| ¥ ¢ ~ 4 i s "“'7'
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650 ‘ . -BURAL TEACHER PREPARATION,
for. - The two normal schools, one of which is located in & village of less than 150

- elementary school children and the other in a village of less than 115 elementary
school children, have never been able, on account of their unfortunate location and
limited training capacities, to affect the rural schools in any largo degree. But the
teacher-training courses, through proper. encouragement, will be able to place a

~trained teacher in every rural school in less than three years. These teachers will 4
be a8 well equipped, if not better, through the special training received to teach the
rural schools as the graduates from the one-year course of the normal schools who have
received only general training, .

Supt. R. €. Stearnes, Virginja: r

We have heen very much encouraged with the results of the normal-training depart-
ments. We have 25 normal-training classes in high schools and the last legislature
increased the appropriation from $15,000 to $20,000. Each normal-training depart-

ment costs the State $750. - ' J . ’

Supt. M. P. Shawkey, West, Virginia: g

The law does not go into effect until next month, and we have not as yet nsde out
" our course of study. The course will probably be a four-year course after the eighth
grade with something like one-fourth of the work devoted to education with a little
© practice teachjrig. T regret that I can not give a satisfactory report, but we are anxious

that our work be started ot as nearly right as possible, and we are therefore giving

.

the ‘question very careful preliminary study.

Presidents of State normal. schools and teachers' colleges.—1It has
been assumed by many that the heads.of the Statofprmal schools -
would look-upon the now teacher-training as an infringement on the
logitimate field of their schools, and that on this account they would
be aligned against the_ teacher-training courses. This is not, on the v
whole, the case. Of the 12 normal school presidents who answerad
the communication sent them, nine_express themselves as favorable;

- of these, three do not wish to be quotod. Three out of the whole
~number are opposed, ‘one of whom likewiso did not care to be quoted.
All soem to feel that the normal schools have suffered o serious
effocts from the high-school teacher courses. A% least four presi-
dents A\\of the: opinion that the high-school courses have had a
positively stimulating offect on their normal school ,attonddnce,
Finally, it is the g}aneml opinion that the teacher-training courses
. must be looked upon as temporary oxpedionts to_be abandoned as
soon ‘ag, thé normal schools can get their new miral school depart-
ments more fully organized. = _

One of the presidents quoted as being oppased to the high school
sysfems fools that the new f-aining encourages t0o meny immaturo « -
persons to enter the teaching field; the other finds this kind of instruc-

~tion “illogical” and thinks that “it should not be encouraged "

. Prosident §.J, Doyne, State Normal Scheol, Conway, Ark.i < -
. Teuchersphining fn the high schodls of t s proveg Tairly sadisfadtory. As
‘ 3 ; ppqtkf@twh‘cimhemeedzﬁ@h; ’

. wahave baly opig Bta
" 1§ hhve supplemetited o & cob-

one State normat school,
1 Statd are cotisfdered, the al Siaining g vehino
: dhouldy be dotie’in ¢he ‘proparation of teachets.

' siderable extent the work that "
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- Our normal school has felt no serious-effect from the establishment of these t#in-
ing schools, as we have this year the largest enrollment in our history, I cannot say
that they have been a stimulus or a deterrent. The increase in our attendance may |
have been due simply to. the growing popularity of the pormal school. Of course,
this attendance posaibly might have been increased if there had been no normal
training high schools. .

Our normal school has not been in any wise able to furnish teachers for the rural -
districts. Our graduates are much sought after by the towns and cities. I think, *
too, it wil be found that this is the case with the graduates from the normal training
high schools, - i N i

I consider the normal training high school a temporary expedient, as only in raye
instances will it ever be the case that the breadth of teacher-training obtained in thesd
schools will be adequate to meet the needs for which normal schools are established.

President H. H. Seerley, Iowa State Tedchers College, Cedar Falls:

Under qur present system the boys and girls of the country are able to go to the towny
high schools, and if such persons are being prepared for rural teachers I have no doubt
they would be thoroughly familiar with the environment. The plan as proposed
undertakes to prepare any high-school pupil for the position of rural teacher. The
course of instruction is a beginning one and in most place there ig very little practice
of teaching and in some institutions very little lmowlﬂgo of rural school teaching.

These teachers receive their certificates from the superintendent of public-instruc-
tion and not from the board of examiners. This latter board has charge of all other
certificates issued in the State.of Iowa. Persons who arc employed to do this teacher-
training are approved by the department of public instruction. Many of them have'
had no #pecial preparation for the work undertaken. In so faras I can see it has had
na effect except to boost the attendance of this institution. - ’

President T. W. Butcher, kans'as State Norn’mlv School, Emporia:

We do not have the county training schools in Kansas, but mapy of our larger high
schools offer courses for teachers:  These courses are known as normal training courses,
and they are given under the direction of the State board of education. They do
wuch good, but they do not solve the problem for the rural schools. The coursegare
given by city teachers in city systeins without the rural atmosphere or attitude. For
the most part the students in trainingare city bred.  We do not fecl that these schools
hirt the normal schools in the least. Many of their students come bask- to us for
advanced training, and, as ane of our men puts.it, the idea of “normal training”" in
the high school lines the student up, so to speak, with the whole ides of & normal .
gchool education. ) .- L . e

- Two or three per cent of the rural-school teachers of Kansas sre graduates of & nore
mal school. Nearly all of our secondary school graduates go into rural-school work, -
but most of them,do not remain permanently for the reason that they are absorbed
by the cities as soon as they make additional preparation. .

President John R. Kirk, State Normal School, Kirksville, Mo.:

I was the man who wrote and offered the resolution fo try out the teacher-training
courses in this State. I am now in grave dotybt as to the efficacy of high school teacheh;
treining courses, Withall due respect to the peapld who ato condyetigg those coumes,

© Vghink they dre tiot Whiat theff oughttobe. , ©7 " 7 T L TR
+Gertainly, they should Ba considered as fetipotsny expédients aud hothingmore; -

y A

I féar they ape producing & confidence in the young intending teackors without subs

»

stantia] bases for the confidehce. ~ My impression i& 1Bt The schetpe is encoursging
too tgny immiature young petsons o tackle the profedsion of teachipg prematurely. .
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5 .

atall, or, if they are going to the couhtr}:, they are making the matter s mere expedient,
There isno comparison-between a t, er-training class in one of the high schoolsand
the same class without change of personiel when brought over to the normal school,
This normal school and others like it give the actual f; community setting for the
courses in rural. educatibn, The high schools can n:Qio that. The high-school
-teacher-training scheme is likely to result in considerable bréeding|for the positions

President D. W. Hayes, Peru Stato Normal School, Nebraskn :

Asa normal-school president, I do not see thht, the high school training courses
“have been an infringement upon our rights. We find that those who have had this
sort of training in the high schools and afterward take a course in the State normal
schools are really the finest graduates that the normal schools can turn out. While I
;_,dbﬂotv deem the tmir?mg they receive in the high schools as adequate, it has been a
<= stepin the right direction and has meant a very marked advancement in the standard
of the qualifications of rural:school teachers in Nebraska.

We have four normal schools in Nebraska at the present time, . Our own State

In the case of Peru, we find that our product is absorbed almost entirely by the city
school. In fact, not tg exceed a half dozen people outof our 200 will go into the rural
gchools This year. Inasmuch as we have 176 normal training high schools in Nebraska
receiving $350 each year out of the State treasury, it is probable that they will be con-
tinued for & number of years. However, personall ¥, L can not feel'that the high school
training is the ideal training for rural teachers. I have always maintained that this
was a function of the normal school and that the normal school should prepare-to meet
the situation. - ’ -

Pregident R, H, Wright, East Cumliha"]l‘euchers Training School,
Greenville, N: (.: ' . - ,

The high schools in qur State that are offering teacher training have not in any way
affected the attendance upon this school, so. far as I can tell, The normal schools
in our State are not able to furnish half the teachers that we need annually. Until
this school was establishied the normal trained teachers as a rule went into the_city
schools, because the city schools offered bettor pay and longer terms. -

.. As to whether this system of training teachers through the high schools is.a tempo-
_#2ry oxpedient or a pérmanent addition. to the profossional ‘training schodls of our
" Btatg, my answer would be really no.more than a guess. I do not believe our State
in 20 years will Build enough normal schools to providd teachers, and if it docs not
build these normal schools ‘then our teachers will havo get thejr training, at-Jeast
.+ & portion of our teachers will have to get their training, {n the high schools. . As presi-
- dent of & normal school T seo no reason why some training should.not be given in the
high schools, . O the other hand, Tdo not believe it is best to place in any high schaol
. tep much teacher training, bacause the sd‘u_enbshmn_ld_ bave a completo high 8¢:hool
courso before ']}b.o,undemken iraining for $he DProfession of _tegc‘hjhg,é iy e
¥ 4o g bA P LRI TR ety s B IR T
- Presideny O, 1. Woedley, Fairmont State' Normal School, Weat :
H.u‘v’umﬁf g ! o o B (s i v Yool A ‘
“Lath tiot mﬁ.gh;m Tavor of Proparing teaciers for ryral schools'in the high sehools,
- The verage high school tescher antl the syerage high sohool atmosphete is not. of
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the character and kind that would give one preperation for rural school work. The '
life.and atmosphere of the high school would tend to draw one from it. The teachers
also have been educated away from what the rural school requires, and in the main
are not in sympathy with the rural school spirit. .I can not conceive how the average
high school could prepare the average young person fgr effective work in the rural
schools. It is not a logical proposition, and should not be encouraged.

> President J. W. Crabtree, River Falls State Normal School, Wis-
consin: - ; * ‘

1 do B0 feel certain that county and high schopl normal training should be a per-
manent feature of our system of preparing teachers for their work. I am confident
that countytraining schools and normal training high schools have met at least.a .
temporary need in Wisconsin, Nebraska, and Minnesota. These schools should be .
continued for some time, and possibly for all time. - I believe, however, we shoulg
look upon-th arrangement a8 béing in the experimental stages at the present time.

State supervisors of teacher training in high schools and county normal
schools.—Supervisors employed by the Stato departments-of educa-
tion have immediate inspection of the high schools in which rural
teacher trainimg is in operation. ‘They come into personal touch
with the directors and special teachers in these classes and depart--
ments and also sce the teachers in training at work in their classes
and in the practice schools, They are, therefore, in a position to
speak with authority. Of the supervisors or inspectors included in
the list given below, not a single high-school inspector is out and out
opposed to the system, although while one doubts the advisability of
extending it to all the high scheols in his State, another would prefer
to see this kind of teaching limited to the “real county normal
schools.” The others may be classed as enthusiastic on the results
attained up to the present time. The supervisors agree, in general,
that the new courses tend to make the high-school students more
carnest and studious while in' school, and that the school re'apts to
the “mew dignity and definiteness of purpose in a most satisfactory
way.” All the supervisors realize that the teacher-training courses
have many weaknesses which should be remedied as soon as possible.

A few believe that the schools will become permanent teaching insti-
tutions in their States, while several others look wpon them as tem-
porary expedients, to be abolished as soon as the State normal schools
become able to prepare the requisite number of rural teachers to fill
the annual vacancies. . R _ ) F9,

* * F. L.-Mahannah, ex-inspector of normal training in high schools;
Towa: -~ . ' A0 x

It unquestiongbly induces a larger npmﬁer of pmepegtive @né-xoom_k*um-scliqbl.A b

teaghers b fil comploto  bigh-sthool cbursp Ws:&mmmnm wwche InJows.

. oily ghotit 51 per cent of the rutet teachers are high-achool ghilduates,  The balance .
" have had eftlier no Uiigh-gehiool taining, bne: ysar Righ'school training, two yeun
high-school training, three yéars’ high-school training, of 4t most, less than four years, =

* It the normal training course dves mothing else than induce a lafger number of fiross .
 « Pettive rural teachery to first complete & high-school cottrse; it will have materialfy '
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_ increased the efticiency of the rural teachers, Second, it provides a review of the
* . branches which prospective teachers will becalted upon to teach in.a rural school,
thus giving them a better knowledge of the subject matter they will be called upon
to teach, i ' '

Concerning the pefmanency of the high school normal training course, I will say
that it is probably as Permanent as the one-room rural school. We now. have in
Iowa upwards of 12,000 one-room rural schools, and while the consolidation of rural
schools is growing rapidly, yet it will bo a good many wears before there is any
appreciable differenco in the number of one-room rural schools. KFrom the very
Lature of the case the one-room rural school must of necessity look to the high school «

S

to put into the one-room rural schools ‘graduates of higher normal schools, T would
say that the normal training high school should then be abolished as being unneccssary.
But the thing that confronts us in Towa is a condition and not a theory. We.are not
able to put normal training teachers in the grades of our city schools, to say nothing of
getting them for the one-room rural school. T will not claim that the high school’
normal training course is ideal, nor that it in any way parallels the result that would
be possible in higher normal schools, but whatever good it does give-us is just that

_much in addition to what wo had before. T will say that before the normal training
high school was established mighty little attention was paid to the training of teachery
for one-room rural schools, S -

I think the hormal training high school his had a very bencficial effect on all.schools
designed to prepare teachers of elementary cducation, I t certainly has had much to
do with dignifying the profession—if it may be called a profession—of teaching the
one-room rural school, I suppose it is but natural for mo to be enthusiastic over the
normal training high school, but I am confident that when the legislatdre first cnacted
the normal training high-school law it cnacted one of the most beneficial laws that has
ever becn passed in the State. It ushered in the plan of State aid, which is doing

. much in this State to improvg conditions from tho first grade to the twelfth.
State Inspector of High Schools J. W, Taylor, Maine:
It is my impression from what I hive seen from the courses in this State that a few
. of these courses in carefully selected centers might serve to relieve in some degree
the present dearth of trained teachers in the rural schools. T do not believe that the
introduction of this tystem,in the high schools througheut the State would result in
permanent advantage to the system. - . ' v
, The value of the work of students and the inspiration for successful teaching in .
- rural communities must depend very largely upon the teacher in charge. We insist

o~

Teacher-training Inspector M. G. N. eale, Missouri:

" Fhe strong pointa‘in the teacher-train g work in the high schools of Missouri are, in

my opinion: The fact that only students ranking imr theupper two-thirds of the student

bedy are allowed to enter the teacher-training course.’ Teacher-training students aro

allowed to take only four subjects at one time, The classes are required to make
" several visits to a demonstration rural school, ‘The studenta are given twe examina-

tions a year by the State department, which enables us to check yp rather carefully

the work done in the different classes. The requirements pet, for ﬁaes}clgefr,trﬂning‘m@
- mrsctors have placed fn this position gy unusuaily good Iot of high-sehool teschers, snd
. ﬂzﬁig;#mﬁ@ion im&m gieal subjocts i, in my opinion, ot » very high quality,

# t

o

' Mis my dpision 4t f¢ wil b & pormnnent foaturs of high-school work i the.

“-State of Missouri. T may be that Ister an exfra Yearof work will be requited of high“
‘schoo}] ﬁtuden{awhafwguwf be teactiers, bt it seems to fill a resl need in this Stage
. and wilt, I think, not be given up, - e oty o A ;
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The weak points in pur system in Missouri are, in my opinion: The fact that not
_enough attention ig paid to rural life and rural-life needs. Some of the psychology
isugt very cloeely connected with the problems of teaehing. This part of the course
shoul be made more practical if possible. It seems to be a little too theoretical
uas’at present outlined. 4 ° : . : L
Itis my opinion that it will be a permanent feature of high-school work in the State
of Missouri. It mly be that later an extra year of work will be required of high-
syhool students who would be teachers, but it seems to fill a real need in this State
and will, T think, not be given up.

Normal Training Inspector G. A. Gregory, Nebraska: e

The normal training comes in immediate contact with all the pupils of the high
school, so that those who are inclided to undertake teaching readily enter the classes
and for twoyears have their minds on adefinite end; i. e., teaching. This leads them
16.he more earnest, studious, and ohservant, watchirg teachers 48 to their methods,
learning  self-control and sclf-direction, all of which make for manliness and. -
personality. u A :

In our Nehrasku normal training system we have the free-high-school law, which
places thousands o{ tHf® best type of rural pupils in our normal training classes. Thess
with few exceptions become our hest notmal trainers, who go hack into the country
to teach.  'This happy combination is working sv well that there is prospect of o long
continuance.of normal training in high schools. There are 4,000 normal training
pupils in the junior and senior ¢lasses; about 2,000 will graduate. Thero ia room for - *
all ‘these to teach in the rural schools, and our regulations will not permit them to
teach in any place but rurat schools or small towns until after two years of teaching
experience.  This policy puts a large number of good teachers in the rural schools.
It costs the State about $40 per normal training pupil, prepared to teach. = It costs
over $100 per pupil to put them through the State normals, o

Our pupils' who are developed for teaching through the normal training in high
schools are lirgely rural pupils or else pupils from small or rural towns, and in every .

. -normal training school there are numbers from the country who mingle in common with
town or city pupils and of) the average are fully the equal of the urhan pupil.

H nry G. Williams, State supervisor of county normal schools,
Ohio: ’

+  Itis the purpose of these county normal schools to train teachers only for the rural
©wwd village schools of the State and the. diploma given on the conclusion of a one-.
year course following graduation from a four-year high school course entitles the
holder to 4 certificate. without examination, to bhe issued by any county board of
examiners in the State. These certificatés are valid only in the rural. and elementary
schools of the State. “This results in a careful selection of the student body on entering

the county normal school. 'They know before they enter something of the value of

_ the training they will receive and the value of the certificate that will follow, The
result is that no students enter the counity normal schools who are not willing to téach

in the rural and vitlage schools of the county. In this WAy we Becure young peo]g{le

* who are in sympnthy with rural life and with the problems of the rural schools.. © °

W.E. Larson, State-rural school inspector, Wiscopsin: - "
1 look upon rural teacher training in high schodl as a present expedient rathior thad,

@ pérmanent: fedture. I heliove ‘the fime will ultimately cotifg’ When rural ‘schigel
teaching will be # specialized vocation, The high school work, hotweyet, should evgn
then b3 a greater factor it the matter, as the professional work tobe dona {n « special, ¢
}upfe;;iomﬁ school will depend upon’ the prewious academic trafning the students -
have had, - - A CoSACTS ISR P
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I think it is more difficult in a high achool to develop the outlook and fove of country : -

- life than in a county training school. The only way to bring that about is {o getthy *
proper kind of teachers, who can show up the great possibilities in country life.
- County and district superintendents.—The testimony of these men
and women is of vital interest since their chief concern igto find and
keep in the schools the best teachers available. Without exception

© they declaro the new teacher product more efficient than the old

. teachers who came into the schools on county or other loca] certifi-
cates. A fow superintendents even go so far as to declare that the .
teachers from high schools are just as cfficient as the teachers coming
to them from the normal schook.” Many find that the new teachers

-, -understand mere theroughly the needs of .country lifo and are more

~. eager to sociglize the country communities, whilo a fow declaro that, .
~the high-school-trained teachers have no clearer. understanding of
modern needs than did the teachers of the old schools,
* The following excerpts are suggestive: o 0
County Superintendent W. R. Edwards, Benton County, Ark.: -

. * 7 They are more eflicictt than the old teachers becatise they -are more able to prepare
“"and follow a suitable daily program.aid to grade the school more effectively. They
‘are usually stronger in the power to discipline. Graduates of teacher-training schoolg .
are usually more mature in years and have had a.wider range of reading, as weli as -
experience, in country life, and for this reason they usually have a better u nderstanding
of this subject. ‘ - : ) ) @

- County Superintendent Carolyn E. Forgn.tvc,ADaHns County, Iown:.

Tam very glad to answer any question concerning our work, for I feel the teachers -
from’ the normal training from our three high schools have been a great help in our-
force of teachers and I hope next year to have mote of them. It is helping us to solve
the problemi of batter teachers for our rural districts. . I'think every teachor from this
department has made good. that ip in every respect. They, seem to take such an
interegt in the work. Their schoothouses show it also. They put up exhibit work,
_keep the room nest, and.secm to enjoy the children. - . S

County Superhxf-endeﬁt W.L. Peck, Allamakeo County, Iowa:

The fact thut,tgachers are required to teach in the different grades under tho
supervision of an experienced -teacher in ohe of the strong.advantages of this course.
The work they liave had in agriculture in this courso has especially prepared them
for rural school work, and they seem to be ablo to master the problems of country lifo
better than the teachers who do not have this training. sl S

I beliove the placing of the normal training course in the high schools has accom-
plished more.good than anything that has been done for the niral schools-of this
country. - ‘ :

. County Superintendent H. C. M()ollei,:Bl'lona Vista County, Iowa:

. We have only two teachers in county now who have taken the, high school
" normal tralning work. They are hath doing excellent. work and thiore is no. question

in’im one:in #ich schobls in this State.is going to'result
; mué] ols. ;Theso.tesicliers are-strongér ifi both scholarship
F and"professional epirit than our average rural teacher, 1 believe that.they have a.
o better realization of the Pproblets before them as Fural teachers.

- w 1 3 - e
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County Superintendent Geo. F. Munier, McLeod Coumy,.Mhm.r |

Herctofore we. huve had to get our teachers from the high-school graduates who - . !
were mentally fresh on the high-school subjeets, but sorely rusty on the grade work.
‘Furthermore, they never obsérved an y side but that from the standpoint of the pupil
and were entirely ignorant of any pedagogical principles: They knew not how nor.
where to begin any subject or grade of work and, therefore, the first year's work was
little better than a sham school, consisting of & fonotonous day after day textbook
recitation.  We find the normal-trained people at least possessed qf ideas to work
outand even though these ideas are borrowed, they prove out far more profitablée to
the schoals than using up a whole term in order to become acquainted with the work..

The teacher without normal training has the tools to work with but knows not how
to usc them, while the normalsteacher is possessed with the same tools and is given
methods for their uses, although "a}m has got to insert her own personality and make
them somewhat her own in ordet t§ make them of much value to her.

County Superintendent Dorothea Kolls, Hall County, Nebr.:

“The teachers trained in our normal training high schools do very creditable work,
and T am satisfied with them. They do better work as a rule than teachers who have -
had but the eight weeks' summer normal work. L .

A number of these.teachers take considerable interest in community life, but most
of them are rather youig and inexperienced tomake good teachers. I think ournormal
high schools do not take up this phase of the work as much as might be possible.

(.‘ount} Superintendent Mabel E. Kirk: Clay County, Nebr.:

You ask if T am satisfied with the graduates of the teacher-training departments
in high rchoola. No; I am not, although they are hetter prepared than teachers who
have not had such professional preparation. They are stronger than such teachers
in that they have a better comprel’enuion of the difficulties and dutics of the profession, )
have some'ideas as to methods and systems. of instruetion and discipline and, to.sum
np, know just enough to know how. much they don'’t know, 0 are willing to study and
observe so that they may learn more. ) :

I can’t see that they have.any better mastery of the problems of country life than :
had their predecessors, or that they devote any more time to’ country community
activitiea, This is the fault of the schools. They do not train pupils along these
lines, ) ' i

County Superintehdent Hannah C. Johnson, Boone County, Nebr.:

I wish to state that the graduates of the normal-traini g course of our high schools

+ make our strongest rural teachers. I have found thatlzxey enter the teaching pro-
fession. with a clearer vision of their opportunities and responsibilities as teachers -
than those who begin teaching without any professional training or those who have °
taken a term or two of eight weeks at some normal school. This is especially true of -
those graduates which come from high schools having superior normal-training teachers
and strong work done in the grades where they obssrve actual school work orfact as -
fadets, They catch the spirit of these Teachers and more or Jess Whconsciousty follow
their example in their own'kchools later on.  Theirmethods, under these conditions,
are far botter and their attitude toward making a success of their chosen profession - .3
is more commendable than with fopmer heginning. teschers. : feuay Vel

’ County. Supérintéhdent MinmeB . Miller, Holt 'Cgun’@y;_ Nebr.;:. . -
They have a better general education and are older than the ordinary teacher.
They are stronger in imparting knowledge and are better in discipline’ do mote sys, ]

ol S R
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- be and more efficient than their sifter, without preparation, who is making a hit-and-
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tematic work and like theirwork, which I consider necessary fora good teacher. They
.seem to understand rural conditions better and do more community work.

County Superintendent W. S. Fogarty, Preble C;iunty, Ohio:

Inasmuch as this is the first year of the county normal-school work in our county, A

it is impossible for me to say what these young people will do next year in their schoo]
work. However, I feel very certain that they will do far better work than those

" teachers who have had no training except the academic course in the- high achogl.

County Superintendent J. E: Myers, Cook County, Oreg.:

The new teachers’ minds are freer from sentimentalism and old fogyism-if their
normal teacher has been strictly up to date; they take more kindly to agricyltural

tendencies, to nature study; they are inclined to court the parent-teachers® moetings,

to encouragethe closer union of the home and school; thoy are willing € work in the

country and-have done much to bring the standard of the little rural school up to the-

near efficiency of the town school. Results: Our young rilral children draw a little,

- paint a little, mold clay a little, folk dance a little, sing a little, tell a story well.

- In the main their preparation has made them stronger than they otherwise would

. missstab at.the 'vjyo'rk.

District Superintendent E. S. Boyd, Grand Isle County, Alburg,
V4... i _ .

Tam oniiv partly satisfied with them, they are stronger than untrained teachers,

as they have some knowledg.: of methods, cooperate with the ‘supervisor better, are

somewhat more progressive, and have had a little practice. They do not seem neces-
#arily to have any. better knowledge of the problems of country life arf the rural
teacher than untrained teachers, and they do not seem to devote .any more time to
country-life activities than others who are not trained. ‘ : :

These teachers are stronger than the teachers who have. had no technical prepara- °

- tion for they come t» me with a good spirit of cooperation wthey- are accustomed to”

supervision and expect it, they have some knowledge of methods of teaching, and .
&exhgvo had at least a little practice in actual teaching, while in the training school.

6o o v

County Superintendent E. B. ‘Bergquiét, Goodhue County, Minn.: -

I am pleased to testify to the benefits to rural schools of teacher training in high
schools. It is practically our only source of pmfeeaional{y trained teachers, as grade

| .uates of the State normal achools will not teach in the country except when driven ]
- by extreme neceesity, and: these ire ve _often such as can not secure places in the

city schools. T find that the high-school training graduates have had the rural school
problems held up to them during their entire course.as their immediate problems and

in this county each cadet spends several weeks in some country achgol ‘dufing her -

year's training. These graduates know exactly what to do on the first day of school
and need not flounder around in hopeless experiments for the first few yéars,

~ County Superintendént W.-C. Jbi’_xhé&‘n, Aucjniix} County, Mo.:
" They are mongorg;han’ the other. beginners and-most: of the experienced tedchets;

customs,.ete;:

/, : 2 ¥ ’
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- in, ighoyrgllxjp.:';jl_{liey‘; are_much: better. propared. for téaching because of . this, 'also _*

< pbecause 'they: have ki some practical professiohal trainisg. For they et the right + -
£:videss of what to do anid how to do it, wnd:do’ 10¢ have.to break awiiy from'old habits,
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Distriet” bupennt,endent of Schools. Ellen E. Baldwin, (‘henango _
County, N. Y.: - |

The teachers in my district from training classes are, as a whole better than wachem
without this training. They have ideas concerning methods of wachmg which they
use. They are more progresive in many ways. 8

District Qupenntendent of Schoels J. N Palmer (‘hau&.auqua )
County, N. Y

Our training clamgs are succeesful. “Iatu;a!ly our normal achoels turn outa hxgber
grade of teachers; but the cburse is 8o long that many feel that they can not afford -
the course.  If they had to depend upon these schools entirely we could not supply _
teachers forall ourschools.  Even under present arrangements the supply and demand
are protty woll'balénted. Theteachers from (hn.tmmng classes are, asa rule faithful -
and quite efficient. .

Distriet Supermtendent Arthur W. dey \hddlebur) Union DIS-
trict, V't.:

In.our classes in Middlebury High School we have trained during the past three
“years 31 teachery, and we have 11 who will finish the course next month. Thirty of
these have gone into rurdl school work in° ‘Vermont, one is teaching in a convent.
where she took the vail this winter. I have been pretty well ratisfied with the work
done. They know what to do in their schools at the start; they have a system for
. teaching rcading that.is effective; they know what to require of children; and they
i lave considered their relations to a rural public and have entered upon the work
i - knowing the type of problems to be'met, since they haverecently reviewed the common
school branches with a view to teaching them and taken up methods of presentation;
they are much superior to the ordinary high school graduate without training. .

A

District Superintendent Sy_lvnnus Au@,))ane County, Wis.: 2

- My experience with teachers trained in high schools has been very satisfactory,
Ncarly all of them are from the rufa) communities, 8o are well acquainted with the
. (omlmons in the schools ini which they expect to teach. Theysare much stronger in
all ways than those who have had'no training for teaching; they arc more resourceful,
more carnest; they have definite concepts of work and a good idea of what should be
done. In the community they are more active than former teachers, and have been
trained to dosocial center work of value. - I haveabout 25 auch teachers in our schools,
and their work stands out strong when compared with that of those who-have had no
treining. - .

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



.

- TIL SUMMARY OF TEACHER-TRAINING COURSES IN SECOND- |
-+ ARY SCHOOLS, WITH SUGGESTIONS FOR THEIR IMPROVE. |
MENT. - :

‘General summary.—A fow facts stand out prominently in the fore-

o

going pages. Among theso are the following: :
- 1. Rural school training courses wero organized because the need -
‘was urgent. Less than one-third of our rural teachers ‘have had
any professional preparation before entering the field of teaching.
The normal schools have boen unable, beeause of the great demands
. mado on them for city and town teachars, to do much for specialized
-preparation of rural teachers. - Educators have had the choico
between continuing the old systent of recruiting the ranks of rural
. teachers from the immature young men and women coming from.
. . the grades dand tho lower high school classes, weak in academic sub-
- Jects and without any professional preparation, or utilizing the most
- .+ available secondary schools—the high schools—direetly or indirectly,
in the work of providing a supply of teachors-with at least some
professional - preparation and a teaching knowledge  of common- .
school subjects. - o o
2: .Educators differ greatly in their opinion as to whother the new E
kind of teacher-preparation will hocomo permanent or is to bo con-
sidered ds a miero temporaty expedicnt. The mujority opinion 1
seems to be toward the latter.y, - > ‘ ’ o
. - 3. The high-school system should probably be looked upon as
. . & step in the evolution of ‘teacher-preparation in our country—an .
evolution brought about largely through the unprecedented industrinl
. 'changes in American national lifo during the last fow yoars. Thero ' A4
. 8eems to be general agreement that tho new kind .of teacher-prepa- 1
ration. may continue for Mmany years to come, or until tho great
demand for ryral teachers shall have become satisfied somo way., - |
How soon this shall como 1o pass will probably depend on the wil]ing-/ 4
" ness and ability of the ;:mml schools to adjust themselves to the ney.
demands. e ; S
4. The teacher-tssining courses are, in process of ' development.
_ While suparior. to; the old system of no preparation at all, thof are
far from what thdy cquld be made. Theyare really littls moro than -
.. makeshifts, _What the rural ‘schools. need: is" mature’ teachers ‘who
“ihave’ ' large degres: of academic ,and " professional preparation,
.. Especially should they. have a’ thorough’ knowledge. of modern’ agri- -
=" cultural life and: rural- needs. That 't.he?seo‘ondary-"éch_dol"traihing -
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courses have not yet to any appreciable extent provided teachers
who measure up to these standards.is conceded by the most enthu-
siastic supporters of the high school system. o L

' SUMMARY -OF TEACHER-TRAINING COURSES,

* + The secondary schools can scarcely be expected to produce ideal

teachers for the rural districts. Their graduates will always lack
maturity and experience. The professional preparation must be

- provided in anenvironment full of difficulties and in an-atmosphere

poorly adapted to rural teaching.  But it should b possible to make

“the schools much more effective than thoy are now., -~ .
- Pertinent questions on the present system.—1t uappears from the

foregoing study that thero are many outstanding questions which
must yét bo answerad. ' :

1. Should the work be -organized as a part of the regular high
schoal courses or should there be separate depurtments for teacher-
training ? 3
~ 211 the work is organized as a part of the regular high school
courses, hyw much tima should be dovoted to the professional
work and yrhen? ' ' :

3. 11 Mo toacher-training is organized as a separate department, '
“what should be the length of the course and what should the require-

ments be for adntission? o5
1. What attention should be given to sociological and other
problems of country life? : . E .
5.-Is it advisable to make use of practico schools. If o, should
they be the elementary schools of the local system or near-by rural
schoals, or both? , _ . ' R
6. Just what +hould be included in the course of study—just what
reviews, what professional studies, etc. ?

7. Finally, what special preparation should .be required of the

.

direcfor or teachers in charge of the professional work ?

The training-courses organized as separate deparéments or as part

of the regular. high school course.—It was shown above that only one

- State has true county normal schools; 5 States have separate depart-

ments for training teachers in more or less direct connesction with
the high schools, and 16 other States give the toacher-training as a
part of the regular high school courses. There is much disagreoment
as to which system of organization is the most satisfactory.

The county fiormal sehools have the advantage of being of and for
rura] folk; at the same timevtheir courses are too short to provide a

 really adequate academic preparation. If their courses of study were

lengthened by at lenst one year—a thing difficult of accomplishment;

- without: driving the students into other higher schools—much more -
‘mature tegchers could bhe sent into the field.. o ,

Thq.udhémnta ‘Of‘ separato departments in ‘connection wi,th"high

A | . o o
% 3 'S “r
|

*\‘ RS S

-




Qo
ERIC

- . States require that students complete as a minimum a regular four-
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.- with the academic work of the high school than whero the {raining iy
8 part of the regular course.” This is true where the special depart- -
.. monts draw their students from among high school graduates onl A
- but ‘'where they accept them from the third or fourth hig)g;_Sch«&l
- years, as is donoe in several States, thero is gravo danger of drawing
~ the studeénts away from high school too early, It would bo betterin
such caso to keep them in high school for the regular four years and
give the reviews and pedugigy in the regular course. . -
Wisdom of organizing the work as a Sifth or graduate year.—In only
-two of the 21 States€an students obtain teacher-training cortificntes
without having completed four years of high school'work. The other

year course in a standard high school. »

Thero is a growing conviction among the cducatom most intimate

with the training schools that, the course should be given ag a fifth :

_ or graduato year. Teachers in the modérn rural sc ools, it is recog- -

. nized, need at least as much education, professional knowledge, skill,

- and maturity as teachers in urban and town schools. This i im-

possible of attainment in a‘four-yeuar academio institution, To add
one and oven two yeags to the standard high school course would be
“highly desirable—though in some States probubly impracticable yet
for many reasons. Four States already limit- the work-to: fifth-year

students, and four other States report that a majority of their matric- !

- ulants have completed - accredited four-year high school coyrses be-  §

~~ fore entering the training classes. - A ' .. B

. A questionnaire addressed to euch of the departments-of education

in the 21 States concerned brought theso interesting results: Four- . [}

teen State departments of education favor organizing the training

work as a fifth-year course; four are undecided and express ne opin-

Cion;and three believe that the course should bo included in orat
least should be made to parallel the regular four-year high school "'

course. State superintendent A. M. Deyoe, of lowa, has this to say:" /‘

‘We {avor the organization of the.work as a graduate course.. This will freo the

.. pupil from the requirements of the rigid high school recitation program, free her from /

the social and other outaide activities incident to the highachool work, and permit /“\i

entire attention to the toacher-training work through elasticity of the daily program. . ! §

It will also in'Towa free tha student. from the rather rigid requirements for. college en. |
trance courses which have been imposed. af e /

_ State. Superintendent J. A. Churchill, of Oregon, speaks in much | -
_,-ﬁ;o same vein when he says: ‘ T

* 74 Tho courss would be much strongor if no oo were perepittsd to take1 except inthe ,

. Rtth’or ghdunte year. " Mady pupils .in-this way could not make'it & ‘‘safoty-first”
;.course, while many others who do take the course in the fourth year could not afford!

o,

to remain in school to take it the fth year. Many parents fecl that aitef they have,

t:,u

~sacrificed for the purpose.of sending the ¢hild through school for foiyr years they cag
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notdo o for a fifth year when other members of the family are coming on into the high
school and requiring that they too be givena high school education.

Deputy Commissioner of Education Thomas E. Finegan, of New
“York, would go even further and give the training departments.a .
strong training course beyond high school education. He would

requires— 7

graduation from an approved highschool course for admission and & two-yeargpproved
proiessional. course for graduation therefrom. * ¢ % The course should be broad-
ened and developed so as to met the sociological conditions of rural life. ’

g Miss Mabel Carney, State inspector of -teacher training depart-
. ments for Minnesota, likewise agrees that the course should be put
on a graduate basis, but she believes it unwise to make it a two-year - |
course.  Shesays: ' ]

In al] cases this course should be but one year in length in my. judgment. The high
achoul ayatem'is & temporary system and thero is grave danger of permitting it to be-"
come a {wo-year course.  Such an extension of time will fasten the high school system .
too permanently upon any State and discourage the development of rural departments
in State normal schools. - Since all rural teachers should finally be prepared in Stato
normal schools and the high school systemabandoned, this extenzion of time-is ex-
termely bad, . : '

The requirementa for admission should be as high as possible. The completion of
i~ afourvear high-school course is desirable; that is, the work should be piaced on a
i sraduate basis as rapidly. as this can be done. When this is impossible senior rank
I should be required for admission, =

b The view that the course should not go beyond the fourth year of
¢ the high school' is well expressed by State Supt-M. P. hawkey,
of Wost Virginia, when he says: ‘ .

1 do not believe that the work should be organized as a fifth or graduate year. The
-purposa of onranizing teacher-training high schools in West Virginia was to aid in
/ providing a supply of teachers for the rural achools who have had some profossional
/' -preparation for their work. 1M the time required for graduation from these schools
i3 made too long, it wijl tend to discourage prospective teachers from enrolling in
/ these mﬁmm.‘ : . .
4 reasonable standard qf attainment.—The excerpts given above
* naturally roflect conditions and neods as they are in the States quoted.
In a State which roquires a minimum of four years of academic and
. two yoars of professional work for graduation from its normal schools, .
. there would bo little difficulty in orgapizing the secondary school
+ toncher-training departments on the basis of a fifth yesr or even as a
© ".twe-year course above -high-school rank.. The. problem is much
more difficult in States in which -the normal schools have.lower
ontrance yequiroments. It is rogrettablé that many State normal '
schools accept—often” under legal roquiremerita—studenta of less
- than: high-school graduation; sotnotimes -even taking. them direct -
from the eightk grade.  Wheve such conditions prevail the high
schioo] and the normal school bocome competitors. ~The former ¢an
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.~ not under these conditions extend its course beyond high-school
- graduation without taking the Tisk of diminishing - the number of

students who naturally would be attracted to the normal schools’

* in preference by reason of the ease with which a normal-school

certificate could he obtained. " : ' 5

By degrees, thén, as the normal schools see their way clear to

increase their requiremonts for entrance and graduation, the sec-

ondary schools may he expected to strengthen and lengthen their
_ courses also. S :
The reasonable *standard” to be set up-must be dictated by our
country’s present eeds. - It may be that high-school teacher-training
courses must continueas the chief source of rural teacher supply for
many years to come. The courses of instruction ought, therefora,
to be organized in such a manner as, (1) to furnish the candidatos
with the fullest academic preparation; (2) to provide them with the
" best possible professional preparation; and (3).to do this work in
. such a way as to interfere with the regularly established school system
«, as little ds possible. g : o
. . To set the standard at one year above high-school graduation is
not réequiring too much. The professional - subjects and practice
teaching could then. be given in the fifth year. The students should
. be required to indicate their intention of taking the teachers’ course
.not later than at the close of the second year of high school, and they
should choose studies in -their last two years of high school with a
view to preparing them directly for. rural teaching. Under this
arrangement a student would receive a high-school diploma &nd a
certificate to teach in rural and village schools. = The study courses i
gould also be planned in cooperag.(l)n with the State normal schools .
- and other professional schools to #low the,students advanced stand-
ing fof’ this fifth year of work. ‘ ., : =
.. Content and arrangement of the course of study.—The students in_
. high-school training classes are being prepared for teaching in rural
distri:f.-‘ By reason of this, it is reasonable to expect that they

should/(1) have a definite knowledge of the fundamental problems of * |
country life, and (2) be prepared to instrugt the children in the particu-
lar subjects of greatest value to agricultural peoplo. In addition, the
teachers should have a liberal amount of observation work and prac- . f}
tice teaching in real rural schools, for in such alone do they come |
face to face with the real problems of rural teaching. i
- 1t is impossible to include alf these subjects in a regular four-year
. high-gchool ‘coutse withoup modifying its contents, to sych sn extent
.. 188 40 defedt the original purpoge: for which the seeondary school is A
| ¥btablished, This statement, leavés ol of eonsiderasion entirely
. the tbstacles’ sute to be encounitered in the training work in the
* liregular high-gehiool course, due to the immatugity and generally city
| poin of view of the #verage high-school student: All ‘the-toagher~ . -
) S \ £ A i i s o il
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training work might well be given in' a fifth” year. This year's 3
work should be preceded by a prenormal course embracing selected
“subjects taken throughout the third and fourth year of the high-school
course. In this way the fifth, year could be devoted largely, to simple
phases of rural sociology or rural-life problems, to reviews and methods

of teaching the fundamental subjects, to rural-school management,
industrial subjects, and finally to practice teaching in local elementary
schools and near-by rural Schools. . b ' N
. The course of study here reproduced was worked out by Miss Mabel
Carney, of Minnesota, largely on the basis of such ‘suggestions as °
those given above. It is intended as a fifth-year course, precéded by

a prenormal-school selection of subjects. It will be seen that all the
fundamental subjects offered in rural schools are given important

~place. Much of the industrial work, including general agriculture,
cooking, sewing, and manual training, is given in the prenormal
course. The most important phases of these subjects ard then taken |
up from a somewhat different point of view in the fifth-year course.

. Practice teaching, general pedagogy, rural-school management, and

country life are all given important place in the program:

LIST OF._PREN,ORMAL SUBJECTS REQUIRED.

American history. ............. 1 year, | Health and hygiene............. 1 year.
Civies:cvniiiiinnann Ll 4 year. | Commercial geography....... ... yyear.
" Commercial arithmetic. .5.... ... § year. | Cooking (forgirls).............. 1 year.
General agriculture............. § yesr. .| Sewing (for girls)............... 1 year.
English. ... . “% years., | Manhal training (for boys). . . ... 1 year. .
) _ Teacher-training course ( fifth-year).
Fall term (12 weeks). i . Winter term (12 weeks),
Pedagogy. . - | Rural-school management.
* Arithmetic. ) “ | Geography.
“ Reading and phonits. | English method. . |
"Primary handwork (30 lessons). “Hgt lpnch and sewing (30 lessons).
Nature study (30 lessons). ‘| Drawing (30 lessons).
“ Practice teaching (1"hour per day). “Practice teacking (1 hour per day). -
General exercises (20 minutes).. ; Genor'gl exercises (20 miunutes.) -

,Springtq‘m (12 weeks), ¢
- " Country life (6 weeks)~Rural health (6 weoks), *

History and civics, :
Nature study. L
Agriculture (30 lessons). - : , 85
- Intermediate handwork (30 leasons). C : #
«* " Practics teaching (1 hour per dsy). L e
; Genezr%cexerciseé (20 minutes).: . Sl P
% L L I X

L4 § R ;_;

Note.—Gandralgasetcises should intlude Mmém’neésox;.éémcepéﬁ&éeﬁ)} o S
rentevents.(36 s~-once pép week); Librdry methiods (36 lessons—orice per week * |

&

¥

- of eongecutively); Book reports and Professional articles (36 lessons—opce per Week); ©
Pénmg b ‘ A ) : s

b

nship (36 lessotis).
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66 .. RUBAL TEACHER PREPARATION,

Suggestqfw curriculum Jor a fifth, ot graduate year.—In the curric-

s ulum which follows it is assumed that the sgent who enters the

class is a graduate from an accredited four-vehr high school.  He
should preferably have included in his. course all the . prenormal
studies enumerated in the preceding paragraph. Teachers who have
- completed® a course such as this would conie into the teaching pro-
fession with a fair degree of academic and professional preparation.
They would normally be in their nineteenth or twentieth year, and
should be able to teach a reasonably good school. How soon it may
- be practicable for all or even a majority of the States to adopt such
‘afifth-year course is quite another matter, which is left out of con-
sideration here. ) -~ '

‘A ONE-YEAR CURRICULUM IFOR HIGH-SCHOOL 'TRAININ‘G.

Clagses (ifth yaar)‘. Total hours
per week.

© Practjcal introduction to teaching.............. .. 080000 EEBG R - b
A singple-course embodying such principles of ¢ducation and of teaching
as will'aid the teacher-in-training to orient himself and get a grasp of the
fundamental principles which should precede observation and practice
. teaching and special methods and rura] qc}ibol management. The course
is necessarily clementary; little attempt is made to stress the psyohical
facts underlying the principles of teaching.
English................. Socasod e 5
A course in English language, including grammear, oral and written com-
position, and spelling. The presupposition is that the students have
»  already acquired-a reasonably good English equipmentin their high-school
course. The present course is intended tointensify the work dote in high
school, and particularly to emphasize the special phases of English that’
- should be taught in elementary rural schools—how best to teach composi--
tion; how much, when, and where to teach grammar; and how, to teach and
how much to include of spelling.
Nature study—agriculture. ................. . T ors e el ool S A "5
. A course intended as an approach to the central subject in every rural
* curriculum—i. e., agriculture—irom the educational and spiritual rather
oo than the occupational point of view. The first term is devoted largely to
. the general environment in which rural children live, andsto a study of
. plants, birds, insects, etc., with practical methods of presentation—for the
' purpose ‘of placing children ‘in harmony with the ugture environment
" rwhere they live, to the end that they may learn to love and honor the land.
Rural health and sanitation............. el S e L
* A comprehensive course, including personal hygiene, school sanitation,
.and home and community ssnitation. It emphasizes the teacher’s own
liealth gnd the influence of the pupil’s heglth on study and schoo) progress.
Much time is devoted to the principles of school sanitation, including ven-
.ot tilation, heating, lighting, communteable disegses, ete.  About one-fourth
- of the tite s given 4o fart: home sanitatior gnd eanigaiy iving, with em-
 Phéais oh Waler supply, sewige djupossl, sir, food, ang glothing. “
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Total hours
per week.

Obgerv ntlon s.ud pmuCe teaching....... TP A P 5
Local elementary and near-by rural schools to be used as laboratory,

prcrcqumws for best results in this course. Fully two- thirds of the time

of this term is devoted to obsuvauQn of class procedure and management,
technique, and drill lessons. Some time is devoted to a study of general -
rural school conditions. No actual practice teaching is done during thie

term unless the class is too large to permit all required teaching to be com-
pleted by the students dunng the sccond and third terms. . '

Phydeal educalion. ... i i i 2 -
A course devoted to the significance of physical training, corrective exer-
cises, ete. . ‘ . .
A 25

Second term: 12 weeks.

Rural school management and methods of teaching................ SO b
A course devoted to the problems of rural-school organization, classroom
procedure, daily program, and clase technique. The study accompanies
practice tca&hmg—v»hlch begins the second term—fnom which it derives
its meaning, as the discussions in class usually grow out of the dmly expe-
‘riences gained in observation and practice teachmg '
Arithmetic and farm accounts.... .....ocvveenieii o i 5
A careful study of the fundamental principles of arithmetic, and special
" emphasis on application of these principles to the content. mattér available
in every rural env. ironment. (onsiderable time is devoted to simple farm -
accounts. ‘ '

~Reading and phonics....... P T S S DTN S 5

A course designed to give the student a comprehenmve view of the aims
and purposts of teaching reading. Muich time is given to how to teach the
subject, what the different groups should read, and how to correlate reading
to other subjects in the program.

SeR0ol MUSIC, .. e ee et et et ae e Sop0k 2

This course is intended to prepare teachers to give music as a regular class
. exercise in the rural schools.. Much time is devoted to gight reading and
part singing. The aim is largely to develop the power to read the pnnted
score and appreciate choice music.

Includes such phases of art a8 can be proﬁtably undertaken in rural
schools. 1t aims to dcvélop appreciation of good plctures, understanding
aud love of the bcautnful in nature, and ouﬂmes waya for nmptovmg and
beautifying the farm home. - § .
Industrial arts..... N - B e S O R VT S 2
A courde planned to help students prepare for siach phases of industrial
arts a8 should properly cover the first five years of the rural school course.
The subject matter is planned to center about the activities of home and
community, these activities are imitated in projects mede by paper, cérd-
board, clay, and other materials which are easxly mannpulmmd.

 Observation and practice teaching. . vt sl SRl e LU b

This coutdeds dbveted to class Mchmg.m the rural. o otfer sﬁemenwy
practics schools, The work ceitpre aboyt Isiiguage, reading, speiing, and i
amhmét&c; Comfe)mcéé with critic eschers of the practice !Ql\bo'ﬂs ~—-—-2—5 A%
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= Third term: 12 weeks. e Total hours
) . ) . . . “ perweek. |
Rural-life problems.......... .. Boooaacoooood . y 5 -

A thorough-going course in the fundamental characteristics of rural life;
a history of its chinges from pioneering t6 modern agriculture; a statement
.of its primary institutionsand agencies, with special emphasis on the home,
church, and school; place of the rural school in community leadership;
- modern ‘school organization, administration, and supervision; farm ‘com- =~ . .
. munity schools, continuation schools, extension courses, etc. -
History and community civics. ... ... ... ORPC0000666600000006 66000006608 A6, 3
A course designed especially to teach the methods of these subjects. It
supplements what has already been learned, and gives especially the .
phases of history and community civics which should be emphasized.in >
rural schools. "The . course in civics stresses rural health and morals, - :
responsibility in keeping rural communities wholesome" and hedlthful;in

- - protecting them from social vice, ete. Teo .

- Nature study—agriculture. ... . 000000000050000066605500 e, 5.
. The course continues the work begun with the fall term. It emphasizes
sgriculture-teaching in the laboratory of nature. The textbook is con- ‘

. ddered in the light of leading thread only. -All students are expected to

..« .. workin the achool experiment plats, and should grow individual gardens.

o . School and home gardens, achool and home projects, and club work receive

- much attention. - =
.Homeeconomics(girls)..;.L......;...,' ................................. 2
-A course which emphasizes sewing, cooking ds approached through the . -
" medium of'the hot lunch, and similar phases of home economics which are
practicable in the smail rural school. : E
Manual training (boys)..,............... ... AOB0066600 006060060000 CBRtea000s .
°. " -This is & study of such mannal activities as every farm boy should he )
* acquairfted with. It discourages the old limitation of keeping the boy at :
- work at a few highly finished or elaborated articles, and emphasizes instead: - 3
all the commonly practiced manual activities esential to successful agri-
cultural life, which inclide work in wood, leather, metal, and cement. =

to

"Observation and practice teaching. ......... L
- - The course for thia term continues the practice teaching by classes and .
subjects, begun with the. second term. Geography, history, music, art,
and industrial work rececive considerable attention. The last half of the
term is devoted to room teaching; i. e., the practice teacher takes entire -
~ charge of the room. " Conferences with critic teachers continued. -~ . =

" Physical education. .............. AU RS

Devoted chiefly to supervised play and games. No préparation required.
Place and use of the practice schoot,—When the first toacher-training -
- departments were organized very little attention was paid to observa-
- tion and: practice teaching. It was chiefly. a question how best ti 5
/. prepare a large'number of teachers with sonie degree of professional
.. preperation—which “usually was: limited fo textbook - courses.
"/, Rocently, things 'have changed. ‘Educators begin. to'insist that, as, ¥

A g D a0 At N Sy SRRV S T Lt PR B =
i iobservationand-practice’ teaching' ate éssential to efficient.preparation *

the nortrial schools; this: téiching’

00ls;: this': 4 would:be equally efficacious as -*
‘pa'x;t."bfswﬁic_‘l}agpreparq_tioﬁ in'hig.h_séfhoob._"‘ S e S
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L]

. Each of the 21 States requires at least a minimum amount of this
work. Two or three States are satisfied with a4 small number of -
periods of observation study in local elementary schools; in others
it takes the form of both observation and practice teachmg in locgl
clementary and adjacent rural schools. -

The following table summarizes. the answers to a questlonnau‘e
addressed to the State departments of the 21 States. concerning the
advisability of using practice schools in this kind of teacher-prepara-
tion. “The table discloses that practically all the States reporting on
the question believe the practice schools invaluable to success in
tencher-training work. Indeed, one State alone doubts the advisa-
bility of utilizing practice schools, and this one insists on observation
work in all the tmmmg departments .

USE OF PRACTICE SCHOOLS. ) . Ed

: -
1Query: Is it advisuhlo to uso pmcnee schools? - If w. should they be local elememary schools or rural
schools, or both?)

» 5
- - - S - e

1
R ~ Kind of practice school.
YyT Favor practice Op i toprac- | BN
GG school. | lige school. ]

‘ 1 . Rural. Local elementary.
Arkunsas.........| Noreport....... ... \Ol’eport....,.... Noreport........... No report.
Mloridin..oooo YOS o e e In r::olllsolldawd These also.

school
i Towa. . .| Yes; but local con- ..o, These are our best | Make use of these
i ditions  prevent | - ® practice schools. also. g
v rigid standardiza- i % - g
t tion in organjzing -
the work. :
Ransasooocoiniid i it DOUb‘"’O&dV“S&' ...................... ks
. | 271 ity of prac- | .
| tee schools.! £ .
Maine............ Yes, pnrtlculnrly .................. o] Yosfisannnn \-o| Yes.
. wlth lyst six ! b4
Marviand. .. NgrraeporL
© Michigun..... Yes......
Minnesota........ Yes; ‘without prac-
tice tesching ~ oI
course would bea | »
farce. g
Missouri.. Yes.. . ..! Otherwise, this.
' Yes. -] Yes.

do..

1 sectd re wheérs
there are many | there are many
one-room schools. consolidated

North Caroli t N - Noreport...... Noreport
orth Carolina...| Noreport........... o report .. ... . oroport...........| Nor .
North Dakota.. Yes po .,pu . osp s Yu.eport
Ohi ..o . Do.:
A .| For observation pur-
0803,

- Oregout....... ol Yes; uxllgm 3600l |, ..o YeS. ..o, 8s.
r- .
& : fﬁgmed to &eﬂ’ .

‘;{m:oui observa- ’ A
80d pragtice & 5
‘ erépon,,..\. wiavd| NO FOpott.
ﬁ@ ...... rdewe v &m
: wamv& Dlsaible. | Tugse uldo.

. 1Bt not for observiition pirposes. . - b
- e, “

o
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time should: be given to observation,

tico teaching? Both questions have been touched casually above,
A more dotailed consideration may bo in place at this juncture.-

. Every training départment should
-.ono, the director of the class; the o

RURAL TEACHER PREPARATION,

‘But how shoulid. the i)racti‘co school be organized ? How much

and how much to actusl prae.”

have at leasy two instructors—
thet, the critic teacher. The

-director takes full charge of the department or class. Ho teaches

~ the professional subjects, keops ‘schedules and class records and
conducts the obsérvation classes. The critic ‘teacher works under
 his direction. .Only a mature educator of liberal aeademic and pro-
fessional preparition and wjde'experience. can fill’ well the” position
of training-school director. : '

The ‘critic teacher has charge of the practico s¢hool.  Under hep
guidance . the teachers-in-training o iheir - practice teaching and
learn from roal contact how to manago the classes and the school,
She - organizes | the toaching " schedules and holds -conferences with

- -the student teachers. ‘Stuch a position also calls for a person “of .,
* maturity, experience, scholarship, -and_a.great' measure of human:
kindness .and goad common sense. o o
- Observation of tdaching work can be done most advantageously
by the class as n unit or, at least, by the students in groups, and
then for the purpose of studying special methods or phases of cluss
managemont under discussion at the regular elass periods.  As much
-as possible of the obsérvation work should be done the. first torm;

. *while the students are acquirifig the principles of teaching required
* bofore they begin their practice teaching. - S
The scheme for practice teaching given below is suggestive of how
‘the time may be divided amdng the various teaching subjects.. . It
~indicates on what the chief emphasis should be placed and indicates
- what the daily lesson plans should be: | g
’ First semester.!

— > e s e ——— PN

Time, Kind of teaching. - . Chiefemphasison— | * Kind of lessam plan.

- . . . e e a .. e . - .. - - -
.- 2weeks.......] Observation and prepurs-  General plass provedure snd * Oml and written disengsions '-L
g & o8 ’ Lton, o management, o 0f work seen.
- © Doa......| Group teaching (prefernbly - Téchnique: (drill lessons und | Class provedure outlined. . -~
: of classes observed above). ' class mariagement., {

1 week... .i Rural visiiing and observa- ! 8tudy of rural school condi-. | 8pecial reports of obsérva.
o A tien, . T ) . ons. ] " |._ tlons, . 4
.!"Ko.teaching: discussion of "..... do...... evedesensnsoii.| BUmmary. of roints made - §
rural school, | . - each day in dlscussions. -
Group teaching. ............ i. Clasa technique. - g Comglm detailed plans. .
First month, arithmetic, [ Drill . lessons; 0. o
grades 3 -and 4; reading, | end assignments . :

jgade3end 5.’ .| DU eioee . Do S

'} Proparsd by MabelCarey for use {n the Minnesots training dephrtments,
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y SUMMARY' OF TEACHER-TRAINING COUBRSES, ‘ 71
i : k
Second semester.
- " ‘4 - 3 1
‘I'ime. Kind of teaching. Chief emphasis on— -Kind of lesson plan, !
Sweoks....... | R teaehing (grados 1 1o | (a) Spegisl methods fn the | Outline plans; ~ complete
h, mcluslvo).g Qub ects taught, and (4)| plans required occasion.
1 ‘ discipline tmﬁ room man- ally. e
"o . First month, language and agement.
gram mer; geography. ... do..... 5OBOEO000000aE00Y . Do.* .
Second month; history; .
o reading.. ... .............[.... I L N Bo. :
2weéks.......| Ruralschool practice. ....... Management of all grades at | Bketch planssuchasstudents
once. cag 1lways use in rural
-~ o schools.
Bweeks.......| 8] rimary class..... ...| Btartin, nnjng ‘children.| Complete plans for %
w pring p 14 e € begi mﬁm p?ans for other su o
) 4 jects. P -

Preparation of the director and instructors in charge of the profes-
sional work.—Finally, just what special preparation is essential to
effoctiveness and success in directing this kind of teacher-prgpara-

- tion?  Clearly no other position connected with the secondary/school
requires so %horough a professional preparatiof and well-rounded =~
- practical teaching experience as this. It is not enough that the -
training “teacper have a liberal store of academic knowledgé at his
disposal,”and"knows how to present his subjects well. He/must be
ood judge'pf personality; he must know how to direct yoting people
nd understand growing children; he must know frém Ris own.
i e Meeds of rural schools, and rural people. This calls
; than ordinary preparation and professional, experience.
* The State departments of education are quite mphatic on this
problem. There has been more difficulty in majntaining satisfac-
tory standards in the training departments on aéfount -of failure on
the part of the teachers in charge of the depapfpfents, than for any
other reason. It is felt that a definite, high dard of preparation =
and experience “Bhould be required in every State undertaking
the important work>, How much academic preparation can reason-
-ably be required ?  Ho' much professional work,and what experience ?
Seven .States would place the requirepient at-graduation (with
dogree) from college or university togethief with a courge in a teachers’
college or normal school; five would be satisfied  with graduation ..
from the advanced ‘course in a teachers’ college. or normal school
together with successful teaching experience, ranging—in the different. -
replies—from three to five years, some of which should be in rural -

schools. R : .

From this it would seem that . this sthndard of requirements is
‘none too” high: (1) Bachelor's degrée from & standard ‘ college ‘or'
university; (2) & three, or four-year coutse in a recoguized ‘teachérs’
college or normal schoel; (3) and five: yesirs of successful experience .
©in ht:ﬁhmg, two ‘years, at least, of which must have been in rural £
schools. e 3 > , L






