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LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

-00

In Force julg 1, 1928

INTRODUCTION

In this countiy it is not enough to have free public education.
Education ip not only free and public, but it is compulsory in all
continental United States .apd in its principal outlying parts. It
would be difficult to say when and mrheie the idea of compulsory educa-
tion originated. The notion of making education compulsory existed
in Germany;however, at the time of the Reformation. The Reforma-
tion stood among other things for universal edu6ation supported an4
controlled by the State. A' century' before the Pilgrim Fathers landed
in America, Luther provounded to the Elector of Saxony the proposi-
tion that, "Government, ás the natural guardian of all the young,
has the right to compel the perople to suppitt schools." Before the
Pilgrims left the Mayflower they passed the fOlowieg resolution:
"We have come io this new world that we may educate pur children." 2
The history of education in New England bears witness to the result.
These early settlers gave the primal, rudimentary conception of
compulsoi7 education in- America. Under the Colony charter of
Massachu'setts Bay, amon-g the first legislative acts, are recorded the
following characteristic prea.mble and law:

For as much as the good education of children is of singular behoof and binefit
to any commonwealth, and whereas many parents and masters are too indulgent
and negligent in, that kind;

It is ordered, that the tielectmen -of «every toivn in the several, preincts and
quarters where they _dwell shall have a vigilant eye over ,their brethren and
neighbours, to see:

First, that none of them shall suffers° much barbarism in any of their families
u not to endeavciur to teach, by themselves or others, thei children and appre6n-
tice8, so much learning as may enable them perfectly to read the English tongue
and knoWledge of the capital laws.1

This law is illustrative of the earliest legislative provisions relating
to the subject.

In i . 2 the General Court of Massachusetts Colony ordered that
the cho: admin;strative officers of every town should be charged
with the duty 'and power to take account of parents and their children,

I Adams, Francis, Free school system of the United States, p. 45; Indiana Rept., 1872, p. 12.
I Taylor, J. O. see Proceeding of a meeting at the Capitol of the United Kam, 1838, p. 72.Carter, James G., Free eobools of New England; Colony laws, att. 22,, o L
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. ..LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

"Concernin their calling and empfoymen't of their childien, especially
of their ability to read snd upderstand the principles of religion and
the capittil laws oktheir country." The order imposed fines upon any
refusing to render such accounts as shall be required by the adminis-
trative officers. This law was suppleAtentql by further order of the
court in 1647, which required every town with 50 families to provide
a schoolmaster to teach all children who -"shall resorte to him, tii)

i-rite and read"; and which furthermore required every tow,n of 100
families to "sett up a granunar schoole." These orders sprang from
the conviction' that all child-on should be educated, and that the
parent, coinmunity, and State should be jointlyecharged with this
resjImisibility: They embodied the principles upon which Liiodern
compulsory education rests and became.the basis 'of the public-sc,hool
system of#Massatejtsetts and the &prototype of similar tate systems
throughout the 'tld States.

Great educational and social problems had been ihaugurated by the
Boston fathers upbii which subsequent generations have had to work.,
The idea that it was tOe duty of the State to compel all children to
acquire a rnininium of education wits of slow growth, and little oino
progress therein was made for the next 200 years; and Jt is

o'nIy in -comparatively receit tifiles that all Stiti,es li.ave,ado.pted
laws embodying this prineipal. Ail ideal had been expressed, but
many cibstacles interfered wilt its development. Compulsory ecruca-
don wati objected to by many as monarchial in its origin and history,'
and the difficulties whi.ch were attached to colonial and pioneer life
were unfavorable for its development. Furthermore, free public,
schools had not yet been established.: However, the years beam
1836 and 1860. were accompanied by great inctustrial development,
territbrial expansion, and an educational awakening. By this time
free Public' schools had bee'n generally established. Under these
fertile conditions, the compulsory education plant showed newness
of fife.- Horace Mann 'Kaye special attention in his report's 'to the
evils of nonedueation and truancY, and by 1850 public .ofiittion in
MassachUgetts had- been sufficiently aroused to pass a truancy
This was 'followed in 1852 by a compulsory school attimdance act.
Compulsory education had then taken root and firm. The problems
of forMulating effective compulsory educati6nal laws have conlronted
legislators and school officials since that time to the pretient day.
The success which has crowned° the efforts in this direction hat; been
truly remarkable.

.

Our profound faith in education is the best explanation of this
advance. Tlie conviction of the imerican people is that " the cul.
tivated mind is the guardian-genius of democracy." 440-Intelligenee,"
said Daniel Webster, "has reared the majestic colunins df our national
glory, and this alone can prevent them from crumbling into ashea."
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LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION .8

'The benefits of 'compulsory education are toy clear to admit of
argument.

The working out of the principle of democracy has been an im-
pelling force throughout the histOry of cm.* country. Here our.states-
men and educators have joined liberty and learning in a perpetual affi-
ance. They have made democracy and educaticin coextensive by
making both universal. Through enlightened public opinion, and
well-principled moral sentiment, we hope for a security in democ acy
beyond the law, and above the law. Thruugh the improvemen of
otir educational ideals and standards' and their miiviTsal applicati
we shall approach the better democracy which we cherish and to
which we are dedicated.

The pertinent question now before all progressive communities is,
how can educational systems be made mire effective?

AIM AND METHOD ;
The aim in this study is to present in a summary manner whai

appear to he the most interesting legislative feitures of compulsory
education systems in the VariOUS Stats: Whim did the several
States first enact compulsory e'ducation laws? What are the various
ages at which _children are admitted- and required -to attend school?
What educational requirmients are necessaty to exempt them from
attende4? How much education is required for labor rffirmits?
What States require educational relief to dependent or neglected
children? How much school attendarice is required in the various
States? What States provide for compulsory attendance at part-
time, continuation, or-evening sclioors? To what extent do States
iequire the education of handicapped -children? What; constitutes
the machinery for enforcing compulsòry education in the various
States? thd4e are but few of the questions often asked by school.
administrators, teachers, and others in the States; these .are also
among the many questions this sady endeavOrs to answer. It is
not the aim here to discuss the relative merits of the various features
of compulsory educatiOn. laws found in the different States; the
aim is rather to present briefly and clearly what seam to be some
interesting features of such laws as enacted by the States. The
aim is to present as many of these features *as practical; and to
do se, discussion of the same liati been limited main67 to apiiiopriate
explanatory notes and remarks; There may be rules relative tp
school attendance adopted by various school boards or superintendents
which are not iihown here, as attention has been given chiefly to
legislative enactments.

The method bfollowed in this attempt consisted in the preparationhi this bureau of a summary of- various feitures of compulsory
educattibn lawS in all the States. A digest of some of these features

a
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was prepared for each State ind transmitted to the respectitro
staie depaitments of education for revie4r, with a request for any
ehanges that might be deemed necessarx,in order that it might include
recent and complete legislation on the subject. The responses from
the State departments came promptly find aided considerably in
ihe preparation and worth of this bulleiin.

.For the purpose of this study, the District of Columbia is treated
4

ais a State.

DATE OF ENACTMENT, ACES AFFECTED, AND ATTENDANCE
REQUIRED

Date of Enactment of First Con;pulsory AtielcianÉé Law Irs Each State

Massachusetts._ _ 1852
Distijot of Colum-

bia 1864
Vermont_ 1867
New Hampshire_ _ _ 1871
MLOII1gn MI Om 1871
Washington_ vi» 1871
Connecticut 1872
Nevada 1873
New Yprk 1874
Kansas 1874
California_ ______ 1874
Maine 1875
New Jersey 1875
Wyoming 1876
Ohio 1877
Wisconsin__ _ ----- _ 1879

Rhode Island__ 1883
Illinois_ 1883
North

_ _

1883
South Dakota 1883
Montana 1883
Minnesota: _ _ 1885
Nebraska 1887
Idaho 1887
Colorado 1889
Oregon 3889
Utah 1890
New Mexico 1891
Pennsylvania 1895
Kentuck 1896
West Virginia 1897
Indiana . 1897
Arizona 1899

Iowa 1902
Maryland 1902
Missouri .1905
Tennessee 1905
Delaware_ _ _ _ 1907
North Carolina____ 1907
Oklahoma__ ___ 1907
Vigzinia 1908
ArIansas_ _ _ _ 1909
Louisiana_ _ 1910
Alabama..___...._ 1915
Florida 1915
South Carolina....__ 1913
Texas 1915
Georfia. 40 1916

_ 1918

I The Texas law of 1873, establishing free public School System-contained a compulsory school attend.
ance provision. This law was somewhat ineffective and unsatisfactory at that time and was superseded
by other legislation In 1876 which omitted the compulsory school 11tandance provition.

Age limits for compulsory regular school attendance '

Ages

6-16
7-17
11-14-
11-11L
7-14-
7-18

Number
of States

Numb.
of State

20 6-16
10 1 6-16
4 %-16
4 6-17

7-16

1

1. V*

Total

Age limits for compulsory part-time, continuation, or evening school attendants

Ages Number
of :gas Ages Numbs

of Stall.

14-16
14-18
16-21 (for illiterates)
1$-18.
Under 16.

13

2

.
411.

Under 17

Total
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LAWS /MATING TO COMPULSORY ZDUCATION

Minfmum age for compulsory school agendas°.
The averagp minimum age for compulsory attendance is 7.36.
Two States make age of 6 the minimtim:,New Mexicii and Ohio.
Twenty-eight States make age of ; the minimum:

*Arkansas.

Connecticut.
Delaware.
District of Opium-

bia.
florida.
Illinois
Indiana.

Iowa.
Kansas,
Kentucky.
Louisiana,
Maine.
Maryland.
Massachusetts.
Michigan.

Mfssissippi.
Missouri.
Nebraska.
Nevada.
New Jersey.
New York.
North Carolina.
North Dakota.

Rhode Island.
Tennessee.
Virginia. I
West Virginia.
Wisconsin.
Wyoming.

Eighteen States make age of 8 the- minimum:
Alabama.
Arizona.
California,
Colorado.
Georgia.

Idaho. Pennsylvania.
Minnesota. South Carolina,
Montana. South Dakota.
New Hampshire. Texas.
Oklahoma. Utah.

e

Vermont.
Virginia. 1
Washingtoan.

Ode State makes age of 9 the minimum: Oregon. ,

14,

Maximum ages for compulsory regular school attendance
The average maximum age for compulsory- regular school attend.%

ance is 16.
Five States require attendance until 18:

Idaho.
Nevadi.

Ohio. Oklahoma. Utah.
p.

Five States require attendance until 17 :

Delaware. Maryland. North Dakota.
Maine.

Thirty-one States iequire attendance until 16:
Alabama.
kritona,
California.
Colorado.
Connecticut.
District of Colum-

bia.
Florida.

Illinois.
Indiana.
Iowa.
Kansas.
Kentucky.
Massachusetts.
Michigan.
Minnesota.

Mississippi.
Missouri.
,Montana.
Nebratka.
New Hampshire.
New Jersey.
New Mexico.
New York.

South Dakota.

Pennsylvania.
Rhode Island.
Tennessee.
Vermont.
Wishington.
West Virginia.
Wiscónsin.
Wyoming.

Thitée Statis requireattendanee until 15: Arkansas, Oregon, and

Five States require attendance until 14:
4%ores,. ilk North Carolina. South Carolina. Texas.

Ike oompnisory education "visions by State, p. OL
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LAWS RELATING TO COMPirtABORY EDUCATION

Number of years of regular school attendance required

The ..average number of years knuired is 8.4.6.._, One State require.
12 years: Ohio.

1 \ 4 g

One State requires 11 years: Nevada.
Eight States require 10 years: .

,

., ,.

Delawaie. Maine. " New Mexicoi Oklahoma
Idaho. Maryland.' Nosrtil Dakota. Utah. '

.. Tweyy-one Sfates require 9 years:
Connec cut. Iowa. --"" Missouri. I South Dakota.
District of Colum- Kansas. Nebraska. Tennehsec.

bia. , Kentucky. New Jersey. West Irginia.
Florida. Massachusetts. New'York. , Wisconsin.
Illinois.- Michigan. Rhode Island. Wyoming.
Indiana. M ississippi. ,

Twelte States require 8 years: . ,
:-..

maanui. talifornia. Montana. Vermont.
Arizona. ., Colorado. New Hampshire. Virginia.
Arkansas.

% Minnesota. Pennsylvania. 'Xashington.
l

Two States require 7 years: -Louisiana and Noith Carolina.
i

,_---.
Four States require 6 yeani: ...

Georgia. Oregon. South Carolina. 'NULL

. Millintinii ef required attendance
. f -

The average minimum a ual school term required is 7.23 months.
, P-- One State requires à8 s Connecticut. ..A

' ' Eig4t States require 9 onths: .

District of Colum- Mon a New Hampshire. New York.
bia. Nebraska.' New Jersey. Rhode Island.

Maryland.
h.

. Eighteen Stites require. 8 months:

V.

Arizona. . Maseat..husetta. Pennsylvania. Washington.
California. Missouri. Dakota. West Virginia.
Delaware. . Nevada. Tennessm Wisconsin.
Iowa. I Ohio. 41 Vermont (834 . Wyoming. .

Hansia. Oregon. tnonths).

Eleven States require 7 months:
Idaho. 'Louisiana. Michigan. North Dakota.
Il Hale. Maine (73 Minnesota. South Carolina)
Kentucky. hoonths). New Melia*. Virginia.

Six Staies require 6 months: , .

Arkanias. p Georgic - North Carolina. Tema.
Colorado.. Indiana.

q a nor months in thittielass
Ms mouths in 411striCti with ises than 10 pupils.
Mtowt la any diarist whom school tas is less than S mills and manthly attendance is ises thin 11,

whisk me maidla Is nobs&
3
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LAWS RELATING T01'.CON'PULSORY ZDUCATION

One State requires 5 montbi: Utah.
Tio States require ,4 months: Florida awl Mississippi.
One State mquires 3 somas: Oklahoma.
One'State has no minimum school tarm: Alabama.,

'Semi 'nary qf ages affected and amouni of atientance_requirdi

Regular

&item--
ante MG

11.111

sane age

Years
Tared

to attend
regular
school school

TAWS
ril-quired Total
by pare- ...gears
lime or i attend-
etenIng

law 1

till-
mum

annual .

attend-

Total
attend-

awe . atice required
required required (melba)

. (mouths)

Ark trim.
California
Colorallo.

CatItiefi tent
Delaws.re . . .......
IM4O1ti of i'obirn.hia. .

floorgi.

Idaho

Iowa.
Kansas

e

e-,

Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine ,

ar land .

M &mach use* LI

Ir.

... ...........
- ...

Michigan
Minnesota
Miwissip00

41 isconri
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8 LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSOR7 EDUCATION

Consecutive Attendance.

It appears that consecutivi attendance ts required (by express.or
implied provision) in all the States except Alabama, Arkansas,
Delaware, Louisiana, Mississippi, §outh Carolina, and Texas.

PART-TIME EDUCATION

Compulsory attendance at part-time, continuatim, or evening schools I

State

1

Arizona_ _

California

Kind of school

2

do

Do E vening

Colorado 'Night school"

Connecticut . Continuation_

Part-ti me_

:4)

Florida _dos_

-Illinois.... Parttime or
continuation.

Indit\na. Part-time

Iowa do

Kentucky.

Massachusetts do

ontinuation

I)00.... Evening

Num-
ber

neem-
sary
to es-
tab-
lish

Establishment comptil-
sory or optional

Attend-
anoe

.o

Education necessary to
excuse from attendance

6

15,

12

Compulsory, where 15
-or more employment
certificates have been
issl ¡Mt

Compulsory in high-
school districts with
enrollment of 50 in
high khool living with-
in miles

14-16

14-18

Completion cof grammar.
school course.

Completion of 4-ygar
high-school or squire-
lent.

20 Compulsory, where 20 or
more persons 18 to 21
are illiterate

18-21 Read, speak, write Eng-
lish language with pro-
ficiency required for
completion of sixth
grade.

14-16 Read and write English
language.

20 Compulsory in districts
with 10,000 or more
population.

14-16 Completion of eighth
grade.

15

15

Compulsory, where 115 or
morelpld employment
ccrtiffIhtes.

Compulsory, when Fed-
eral funds are avail-
able for teachers' sal-
aries.

12-16

14-16

None mentioned.

Do.

20 Op6nal 14-18 Completion of 4-year
high-school course.

Optional 14-16 Completion of sixth
grade.

15 Compulsory in districts
-with 12.000 or more
population; allowed in
smaller districts.

14-16 None mentioned.

Optional s 14-16 Completion of eighth
grade.

200 Compulsory in districts
where 200 or more be-
tween 14 and 16 are
employed; optional
elsewhere.

14-18 None mentioned.

20 Compulsory where 20 or
more persons 18 to 21
with less than sixth
grade education li-
censed to work:

16-21 Completion\ of sixth
grade or its equivalent

60 Compulsory in districts Undor Completion of 2 years
with 61000 or more
population; optional
elsewhere.

17. of 4-year high-school
course or equivalent.

rn ail States providing part-timp education it oppears that attendance in regular public or approved
private school for the requited time-is acceptable in lieu of part-time, continuation, or evening school attend-
anoe; but where minorg are omplbyed or for some reason are not attending regular day school, and where
part-time or continuation schools are provided, attendance therein is compulsory, unless excused for physi-
cal or mental disability or for educational attainments shown above.

Tbe amount of attendanoe required in part-time, continuation, or evening schools in the different SWUM
varies from 4 to $ hours pet week and generally extends over the same period u that of the regular pall,
schools.

repaintafned.itI Attendance compulsory where Inch schools
s It such schooll are maintained, attendanoey be required by local olBobo. *ULU..
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LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

Compulsory attendance at part-time, continuation, or evening schoolContinued
.1/

Elate Kind of school

1

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

Do

Nevada

New Hampshire.

Part- t I me

do

do

Evening

.41

Part-time__ .....

Evening or Spe-
cial day.

New Jersey I Continuation__

New Meiico I Part-time_

New York

Ohio_

Oklahoma

Oregon

PennsYlvania

Rhodb Island_.__

Booth Dakota

Tennetzee
Utah

WaCington

Part-time or con-
tinuation.

Part4ime.

Num-
ber
Daces-
sary
to es-
tab-
lish

25

15

18

15

LS

20

20

15

200

do 20

15

Continuation.

Evening 20

do ...

do

Part-time
_do 15

Evening 4 ei

Part-time I $ 15

Establishment cornpul-
sory or bptional

4

Compulsory in districts
where 21i or more mi-
nors under 16 are li-
censed to work.

Compulsory where 15 or
more between 14 to 18
have entered employ-
ment.

Compulsory where 13
or more 14 to 18 are
employed.

Compulsory where 15 or
more between 14 and
18 are employed.

Compulsory if 15 or
more are illiterate.

Compulsory if 20 Or
more fire

Compulsory in certain
districts when
requested.

Compulsory where 15
employment certifi-
cates have been issued
to children 14 to 18.

Conipulsory in districts
with 200 minors, 14 to
18, not regUlarly at-
tending fulltime day
school; optional else
where.

Optional I

Compulsory where 20 or
more 16 to 18 are em-
ployed.

Compulsory where 15 or
more between 14 and
IR are employed.

Compulsory where 20 or
more children are eli-
gible attend.

Compulsory where 20 or
more persons 16 to 21
are illiterate.

Compulsory when di-
rected by State super-
intendent.

Optional
Compulsory when 15 or

more phildren would
be subject to attend-
anCe.

May be required by
State board of °duct'
tion.

Optional I L

a

Alit. , _,1 Attends mpulsery where such sehoolfare maintained.'Under 18 if ve not completed elementary school course*I Not barred above 16.
Minors between 14 and 18 anti requestld"by iff scums,

Attend-
ance age

8

Under
167+

14-18

I 14-16

14-16

4-1/4

16-21

Above
21.
14-16

14-16

14-18

Under
18.

16-18

14-18

14-16

16-21

16-21

1446
16-18

16-85'

14-18

Education necessary to
excuse from attendants

Completion of elemen-
tary school course.

Completion of high-
school course.

Graduated from high
school.

Completion of eighth
grade.

Completion 4of eighth
grade and excused for a .
specific reason by local
board of edupotion.

"Read and st%ak Eng.
lish understandingly."

.

None mentioned.

Do.

ConAgetion of 4-year
secondary course.

Oompletions of oourse
given in part-time

ischool or high-school
0011rse

Completion of common
school plus two years
of high school.

None mentioned.

Do.

"Reasonable facility in
in speaking, reading,
and writing the Eng-
lish language."

Speak, read, write Eng-
lish language with pro-
ficiency required for
completion of sixth
grade.,

None mentioned.
Completed work of senior

high school.

SPelitp read and- write
English as is required
for completion of fifth
grade.

Completion of a 4-year
high-school course ot
equivalent.

.

I

!_., L.,.
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lo LAWS RELATIN. TO COMPVLSORY EDUCATION

eompuisory-attendance. at part-time, continuation, or evening áchoolsContinued

State-. Kind of school

West Virginia... Part-time

Wisconsin do _

Evening

Num-
ber

matt-
sory
to Ns-
t
lish

3

50

Establishment compul-
sory or optional

Comptilsory in citirs
with 10,000 or more
population: also whore
50 or Tore 14-16 not in
regular school attend-
ance.

Compulsory in towns
with over 5,000 popu-
hit ion.

Optional

Attend-
ance.age

14-18

Education necessary
excuse front attendance

Completion of smelts
grade.

14-18 Completion of 4-year
high school or squire-
lent.

Over 17. Read and 'Trite Ample
sentences.

EXEMPTIONS

Minimum Arnount.of Education Necessary to Exempt from School Attendance
.411/

Four States require completion of high-school course:
New York. Nebraska.' Nevada.

I.

Ohio.

0 Thirty-nine States require completion of elementary school couise:
Alabama-.
Arizona.

jpsArkansaa.
California.'
Colorado.
Connecticut.
Delawalr.
District of Colum-

bia.
Florida.

Georgia.
Idaho.
Illinois.
Indiana.
Iowa.
Kansas.
Kentucky.
Louisiana.
Majne.
Maryland.

Michigan.:
Minnesota.
Mississippi. "-
Missouri.
Montana.:
New Hampshire.
North Dakota. ,*

Oklahoma.:
Oregon.
Rhode Island.

Sik States do not specify adiount necessary:
Masizach-usetts. New Mexico.
New Jersey. North Carolina.

Pennsylvania.

South Dakota.
Tennessee.
Texas.
Utah.'
Vermont.
Virginia.
Washington.'
West Virginia.
Wisconsin.'
Wyoming.

South Carolina.

Minimum Amount of Education Necessary for Labor Permits

The average amount of education required throughput the UnitedStites for labor perntitsfiunder the pl:esent Jaws is equivalent to the
fifth grade.

Where high schools or schools of equal grade are maintained.
I Require completion of highzschool course where part-time or continuation schools are provided isorder to exempt from school attendance, ilsoept Oklahoma and Michigan which require two years of his*solwl sown.
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LAr RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION il
II. Seventeen States require iiightfi grade.

Delaware. Kansas. Nevada. Washington.District of Colum- Wine. No-rth Dakota. Wisconsin.bia. Minnesota. Rhode Island. Wyoming.Indiana. MO'ntana. Utah.
Iowa. Nebraska. Vermont.

III. Four States require seventh grade:
California. Maryland. Ohio. Texas.

IV. Eight States require sixth grade:
Alabama. Illinois. it Michigan. Pennsylvania.Connecticut. Massachusetts. New York. West Virginia.V. Three States require fifth grade:
Arizona.. . Kentucky. New Jersey.'

VI.. Two States require fourth-gradé education : Arkansas andNorth Carolina. .

VII. Eight States require ability to read and write:
Colorado. Georgia. Oklahoma. South DakotaFlorida. New Hampshire. Oregon. Tennçssee (implied).

VIII. &wen States have nc; educational requirements:
Idaho. Mississippi. New Mexico. Virginia.Louisiafna. Missouri. South Carolina.

Exemptions on Account of Distance

Twenty-two States have provisions for exemptions on account ofdistance from school under certain conditions.'
Alabama. Minnesota. North Daköta. Utah.California. Mississippi. Ozegon. Virginia.Florida. Montana. Pennsylvania. West Virginia.Iowa. Nevada. South Carolina. Wisconsin.Louisiana. 4, New Mexico. Tennessee.
Michigan. North Carolina Texas.'

The distance required to exempt varies in different States. (Seesection on Compulsory Education Provisions by gates, p. 35.)
Exemption of Dependent Children

Eighteen States have provisions for exemption from school attend-ance for poverty reasons under certain conditions.'
Arkansas. Louisiana. South Carolina. Vermont.Colorado.' Montana.' South Dakota. - Washington.Connectitut. Nebraska.' Tennessee. West Virginia.Florida. Nevada.4 Texas.
Idaho! North Dakota. Utah.

¡Sixth grade after Sept. 1,1929.
-I Where free transportation is provided exemption is generally denied.Where clothes or bookeor other articles neoessary to attend school are furnishol, exemption is generallybaled.

If child is 14 years old.
If child is 15 years old..
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LAWS RELATING TO COMP1711301tY EDUCATION
40

Indefinite Exemptions

Fifteen States have indefinite provisions relating to exemptions
(for re4sons satisfactory to local school autiforities, etc.) :

Arizona. Florida. Maryland: Rhode Island.
Delaware. Illinois. Massachusetts. South Carolina.
Dist. Columbia. Indiana. M.ississippi. West Virginia!
Georgia. Maine. Ne* Hampshire.

Exemption for Church Observances

Eighlt States provide by legislation, subject to certain lirilitations,
exemption from school attendance in order to attend or comply with
church observances:
Dist. Columbia. Iowa. M in nesota. South Dakota
Illinois. Michigan. Oregon. West Virginia:

EDUCATIONAL RELIEF OF DEPENDENT OR NEGLECTED
CHILDREN

Thirty-three States have mandatory laws relating to public educaA
tional relief for dependent or neglected children. In these States
relief necessary for such children to attend school, such as clothing,
books, etc., must under various (onditions be given. Seates which
require that such relief be given are:
Alabama.
Arkansas.
California.'
Colorado.
Florida.
Georgia.
Illinois.
Indiana.
Iowa.'

Kentucky.
Kansas.°
Maryland.
Massachusetts.
Minnesota.
Mississippi.
Missouri.
Montana.

Nevada. Pennsylvania.
New Hampshire. Rhode Island.
New Jersey.' South Carolina.°
New York. South Dakota.
North Carolina. Tennessee.
North Dakota. Texas.'
Ohio. Vermont.
Oklahoma. Virginia.

Foutteen States have laws of a permissive type which authorize
public educational relief for dependent or neglbcted children; they are:.,
Arizona. Louisiana. New Mexico. Washington.
Connecticut. Mainé. Oregon. West Virginia.
Delawire. . ' Michigan. Utah. Wisconsin:
Idaho. Nebraska.

As a rule whenever public aid is given (whether required or author-
iied), or when private aid is given to dependent or neglected children
of school age, they are required to attend school, unless excused fore
other reasons. Some of the States which grant pensions to dependent'

I Implied (not stated).
s Applies to children in private or State institution.

. I Applies to children in oounty "Detention Home.'
4 Where special schools for such children are established.

- I Upon order of county lioard of education. .
Min State Home for Dependent and Neglected Children.
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;LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY IIIAICATION la
Mothers require by legislitive or administrative act that mgthers,in order to receive pension, must keep their children in school or thatthey otherwise receive instruction, providing they are of proper
school age, Some of rhe States which have such provisions are Florida,
Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, and West Virginia.

a

Ages of children affected by compulsory education legislation relating to handicapped
children

.

i s s 4 ,
.

,I /.--,
Staten Blind Deaf ute (7rippleci Pechkfrminded Deihl'quents I

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

.X
X
X
X
X

X
II X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X .
X

-
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado. ..e
Connect icut
Delaware
Dist. Columbia
Florida.
Georgia

Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa_
Kansas

-

Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts

Michigan
Minnesota
Mhsissippi
Mimouri
Montana

Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New.Mexico

.

J

...

,

-,,

L

.

.

c-.).

r.

..,

,

.

'

(9

4 6-16
6-17

I 4-M
7-18

(7)

(1)
8-1R
7-18
7-19

II 7-21

(11)

*
6-18

(1)

7-19

(19
14 7-14

8-16

7-20
09

(Il)
6-21

(1)

4 6-16
6-17

I 4-16

(7)

(I)
8-18
7-18
7-19

II 7-21

II 7-16
(1)

6-18
6-18

(1f)

7-18
8-20

(11)

14 7-14
8-16

7-20
(19

(11
8-21

(I)

(1)

4-lfl

(T)

II 7-21

(II)
6-18

(l)

8-20
(15)

(19

8-21

4 6-16

1/ 4-16

7-16
(9

(")

(II)

(")
(I)
(14)

14 7-14

(2)

(I)
(3)

(I)

(1)

(I),

(I)
(I)

(1) (II)

0.9

I.
(4)

14 7-14

(I)
(11

I Delinquents as used here refers to minors who are habitual truants, or incorrigible, or who have omn-mitted some crime and who have been committed to a parental or State reforrhatory school or other insti-tution for such children; tbe check (x) malts under this column indicate the States providing schools forsuch children.
and deaf and dumb children must be enumerated annually, and the "State board of educationshall enter into contract" with proper institution for the education of the blind.I May be committed to State -institution.!Ages 6-16 Implied.

I "Any minor who can not profit by such (regular) ipstruction.""No educationally exceptional child shall be deprived of school privileges except withitfe expresaapproval of the secretary of the State board of education, and every child so excluded shall be broughtimmediately to the attention of the proper authorities to insure adequate protection and training for thechild."
State must provide for their education.
Census-of blind and deaf children must be taken and reported to State superintendent.I State aid required under certain conditions..* Age inclusive.

II Attendance Comp for "mentally, morally, or physically deficient children in special dame orschools organized and main d by the parish school boards for their benefit."No physical Or mental ndition capable of correction, or reRdering the child a fit subject for speciallAstruction at public charge hall avail as a defense" for failure to attend school.8tate and local distri must provide for their education under certain conditions.14 All "educable children must be enumerated.¡I Compulsory where s lal classes are provided for them.County nnd State sc ool officials are required to make provisions. at the expense of the count? andState, for the education of any such child when upon application for such it is shown that the parent orguardian unable to pay for the education of said child.In any district where there ate 5 or more blind, or 10 or more deaf, or 10 or more crippled, Of 10 Of MOreyears of age or more below normal, who are not oared for in an institution, the board of education thereofgall establish a special class or classes for their inNtruction.
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14 LAWS RELiTING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

Ages qf children affected by compulsory education legislation 'Waging to handicap*,
childrenContinued

1

States Blind Deaf Mute Crippled

New York ('g)
North Carolina 7-18 7-18
North Dakota 7-21 7-21
Ohio 6-18 6-18 61-18 6-18
Oklahoma 7-21

Oregon S-18 8-18 8-18 6-18
Pennsylvania 6-16 6-16 19 ti-16 6-16
Rhode Island
South Carolina (143)

7718
(1)

7-1S
(")

South Dakota 8-17 8-17

Tennessee. (1I)
Texas 6-14 7-21
Utah 4 8-18 A-18 8-1$ !
Vermont_ 8-18 8-16 - - . ......
Virginia_ (ID (")
Washington 6-21 6-21
West Virginia 8-21 8-21
Wisconsin
Wyoming s.

6-18
(")

6-111
(n)

(27

Feeble-
minded

3 6-21
7-21
6-18

(-)

6-21

1

V

Delta
quents

Mat be committed to State institution.
it "Whore there are 10 or more children who are deaf, blind, crippled, or otherwise physically defective"

the district board of education shall establish special classes necessary to prov1d6 suitable instruction to
such children.

Is Where there are any physically or mentally handiCapped children, the local school board must
special classes for such children; compulsory attendance of mute or feeble-minded children k impl*1
expressly stated).

ID "All deaf mutes and blind of the State who are of proper age and mental capacity shall be
admitted to the benefits of" the State institute for such persons.

ti Pupils In State Institute for the blfnd "Shan be taught such branches of learning as they con acquire."
V The quinquennial school census must include a separate census of deaf and blind persons between

'and 21, which shall be sent to the superintendent of the school for the deaf and blind.
n The State must provide for the education of such children.

METHODS OF ENFORCEMENT

Thirty-nine States require a school census annually:
Arizona. Indiana. Nebraska. Rhode Island.
Arkansas. Iowa. New Hampshire. South Carolina.
California.' Kaisas. New Mexico. South Dakota.
Colorado. Kentucky. New York. Texas.
Connecticut. Maine. North Carplial

taDistrict of Colum- Massachusetts. North Dakota.
Utah.

bia. Michigan. Ohio. Washington.
Florida. Minnesota. Oklahoma. West Virginia.
Idaho. Missouri. Oregon. Wisconsin.
Illinois. Montana. Pennsylvapia. Wyoming.

Five States require a school census biennially:

Alabama. Maryland. Mississippi. . Tennessee.
Delaware.

One State requires lichool census quadrennially: Louisiana..

Parent or guardian must resits' ohildren of school age annually?
ICksitissous school emus.
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..LAW13 RIOLAnNO TO COMPVLSORT EDUCATION 15-
Three States require a school census..quinquennially:

Georgia. New Jersey. Virginia.
Thuchool census is taken in Nevada "whenever in the judgmentof * the State board it appears advisable."

Truancy Defined

Fourteen States definitely define truancy:
California. Florida. Massachusetts. Pennsylvania.ConDecticut. Kansas. Mississippi. Virginia. .District of Colum- Maine. Nevada. Wyoming.bia. Maryland. Oregon.

In Alabama, Iowa,`. Louisiana, Michigan, New Jersey, RhodeIsland, South Dakota, West Virginia, and Wisconsin, truancy isdefined indefinitely. In North Carolina the State board of educa-tion is authorized to state what shOl constitute truancy.Twenty-five States do not appear to define truancy:
Arizona. Indiana. , New Mexico. Texas.Arkansas. Kentucky. New York. Utah.Colorado. Minnesota. -North Dakota. Vermont.

PDelaware. Missotri. Ohio. Washington.Georgia. Montana. Oklahoma.
Idaho. Nebraska. South Carolina.Illinois. New Hampshire. Tennessee.

Eleven States require principals or teachers to report, immediatelyall cases of truancy:
Indiana.
Iowa.

Mriryland.

Pennsylvania. Virginia.' Wisconsin. .Tennessee. Vermont. Wyoming.Texas. Washington.
. In Nebraska truancy must be reported within three days; Alabama,Florida, Kentucky, New Mexico, and South Carolina require prin-'pals or teachers to report truancies weekly. In Arkansas, Georgia,daho, Kansas, Missouri (weekly first month), and Oregon report oftruabcies is required monthly; South 'Dakota requires report 'oftruancies every two weeks.
In Illinois, Michigan, Mississippi, and Montana it is not definitelystated when truancy must be reported.
Twenty States do not specify when truancies must be reported.

Arizona. Louisiana. New Jersey. Oklahoma.California. Maine. New York. Rhode Island.Colorado. Massachusetts. .North Carolina. Utah.Connecuticut. Minnesota. North Dakota. West Virginia.Delaware. Nevada.
. 4

District of Colum- New Hampshire. ,

bia.

II

a

¡When truancy arises.
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16 LANs RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

Eleven States do not specify who shall report truancies nor to who&

they shall be reported.
1.1

Arizona. Delaware. Massachusetts. New York.
Colorado. . 'Louisiana. New Hampshire. Rhode Istand.
Connecuticut. Maine. New Jersey.

Twenty-seven States definitely specify time within which truancy
must cease after warning from proper officer: .

4 .

Alabama. - Indiana. Nevada. Tennessee.
'Arkansas. Kansas. Ney Jersey. Texas.
Colorado. Michigan. North Carolina. Virginia*.

Connecutient. l-1 isAssi 1)01. Ohio. West Virginia.
Delaware. Missouri. Oklahoma. Wisconsin.
Florida. Montana. Oregon. Wyoming.
Georgia. Nebraska. Pennsylvania.

Twenty-two States do not specify when truancy must cease after

being warned by truancy officer:

Arizona. Illinois.' Minnesota. South Carolina.
California. Kentucky. New Hampshire. South Dakota.
District of Colum- Louisiana. New Mexico. Utah.

bia. Maine. New York. Vermont.
Iowa. Maryland. North Dakota. Washington.
Idaho.' Massachusetts. Rhode Island. .

ATTENDANCE OFFICERS

Twenty-one States have provisions for the selection of attendance
officers by county school authorities:

Alabama.' Indiana. Missouri.' Tennessee.10

Arizona." -Kansas.* Nebraska." Texas.'
California.' Kentucky. North Carolina.' Washington.'
Florida. Maryland. Ohio."

Georgia.' Michigan.' Oklahoma.'
Illinois.' Mississippi.' Oregon.'

In Idaho the attendancé officers are selected by the probate court
with the approval of the board of county commissioners; tichool

trustees may act.
Legislation for the selection of attendance officers does not appëar

for the States of Delaware, Louisiana, Mississippi, and New Mexico,

I Indefinitely. stated.
1 Except in towns of 2,000 or more population.

Upon petition of majority of the boards of school trustees.
O Except in municipal districts.
4 County officer appointed by eounty authórities, districts may appoint district officer.
s Except in cake; of first add of seoond class.

County superintendent acts as truant officer.

1 Except in towns and cities.
1 Except in first class districts.
Ja Exoept in cities of 6,000 or more population.
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iAAvta RELATING TO 00111011t8ORT; IBDITCAIVON 17
Thirty-nine Statis have provisions for the selection of attendanceofficers by district school authorities;

Alabama.*
Arizona.'
California.
Colorado.
Connecticut.
District of

lumbia.$
Georgia.'
Illinois.
Indiana.1

Iowa.
Kansas.'
Maine.
Massachusetts.
Michigan.

Co- Minnesota.
Missouri.
Montana.
Netada.
New Haznpshire.

New Jersey.
New York.
North Carolina.
North Dakota.'
Ohio.
Oklahoma.'
Oregon.'
Pennsylvania.
Rhode Wand.
South Carolina.

Salary of Atterdanie Officers

South Dakota,
Tennessee.'
Texas.
Utah.
Vermont.
Virginia.
Washington,*
West Virginia.
Wiseonbin.
Wyorming,

Thirty-six States provide that salary of attendance officers befixed by Appointing body:
Alabama.
Arizona.
California.
Colorado.
Connecticut."
Dist. of Columbia.
Florida.
Idaho.
Indiana."

Iowa."
Kentucky.
Maine.
Maryland.
Michigan."
,Minnesota.
Missouri."
M ontana.
Nebraska.

Nei-ada.
New liampshire.
Neiv Jersey.
New York.
North Carolina.
Ohio.
Oklahoma.
Pennsylvania.
Rtiode. Island.

South Dakota.
Tenkssee.
Texas."
Utah.
Virginia.
Washington.
West Virginia,
Wisconsin.
Wyoming."

Provisions relating to salary of attendance officers in other Statesare: Xrkansas, no salary, but fees allowed; Georgia, from $1 to $3per day employed; Illinois, fixed by board of county commissioners;%Kansas, $2 for each day employed; Mássachusetts, no fees; Oregon,¶3 for each day of service; Vermont, $2 for each day of service.No salary provisions appear for the States of North Dakota andSouth Carolina. Legislation relating to the selection and salary ofattendance officers does not appear for the States of Delaware,Louisiana, Mississippi, and New Mexico. ,

In towns of 2,000 or more population.
By competitive examination.
Municipal board.
In cities of first aid second class.
In districts of 500 or more population.

*In cities and towns.
In first class districts.
In cities of 5,000 or more popdiation.
In districts with more than 2,500 populatios.

N Feesallowed.
u -From $3 to $3 per day employed.
is Reasonable compensation..

At least $3 pea*day employed.
l Not to exceed $4 per day employed,

Not over $2 per day elliployed.
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LAWS RELATING TO COMPUIsSORT EDUCATIOX

When Attendance Officers Myst 4d

Fifteen States requiring attindance offictfrs to Act immediately'
or within 24 hours after receipt of report of truancy:

Iowat
Kansas.
Kentucky:
Michigan.'

MinneSota.
Missouri.
Nebr.aska.
Ohio.'

Oklahoma.,
Oregon.'
Utah.
Vermont.

West Virginia.
, Wisconsin.

Wyoming.

Alaluimi and Mississippi attendance officers mupt 'act withiii
three days; in Illinois "as soon ast-possible."

-Thirty-one States do not specify time within which truancy officer
must act on ( .ses reported to him:

Arizona. Flarida.
Ark hiuti. Georgia.
talifornia. Idaho.
Colorado. Indiana.
Connecticut. *Louisiana.
Delaware Maine.
District of Colum- Maryltknd.

bia. Masaachusetts.
"*.

Montana.
Nevada.
New Hampshire.
New Jersey.
New Mexico.
New York.
North Dakota.
Pennsylvania.

Power of *Attendance Officers

Ahode Island.
South CWrolina,
South Dakota.
Tennessee.
Texas.
Utah.
Virginia.
Washington.

lwenty-four States authorize attendance officers to exercise the
power of .arrest over trurints:

Arizona.
California.
Connecticut.
Idaho.
Iowa.

Maryland.
Massachusetts.
Michigan.
Minnesota.
Missimria
Montana.

Nevada.
New Hampshire.
New Jersey.
New York.
Ohio.
Pennsylvania.

South Dakota.
Tentless°.
Virginia.
WttsltinstAm.
West Virginia.
Witkonsin.

All States authorize and require attendance officem to investigkto
truancy or nonattendance. This power and duty is expressed in most
of the States, and wh-ere not expressed it is implied. They are,like-:.
wise authorized and required tp serve notice on parents or guardians
of truants, and, when necessary, to file complaint before the proper
court of jurisdiction.

The courts which usually have jurisdiction 9xer truancy casks are
. those of the fustices of the peace, or the municipal or county juvenile

courts and county courts.

Within at hours. s whoa truancy comas to his notice."
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LAWS lultliATINO TO COMPULSORY SDUCATION

Penalties for None*canal
Sixteen States provide penalty for principal or teaCher for failureto report truancy:

Alabam.
Arkansas.
Dist. Columbia.
Idaho.

Iowa.
Kansas. .

Minnesota.
Ohio.

Oregon.
Pennsylvania.
South Carolina.
South Dakota.

Vermont
Washin-,
West Virginia. ,
Wisconsin.

Nineteen States provide Penalty for attendance officer for failureto act on truancy cases:
Arkansas. Maine.
California. Minnesota.
Colorado.
Florida.
Iowa.

ts New Hampshire
New York.
North Dakota.

Ohio.
Oregon.
Pennsylvania,
South Dakota.
Tennessee.

. Vermont.
Washington.

, %Vest Virginia,
Wisconsin.

411.

All States provide a penalty for parents or guardian, upon con-viction, for failure to keep child in school.
Thirty-two States do ,not specify penalty for failure of attendanceofficers to act on truancy cases:

Kansas.
Kentucky.

. Louisiana.
Malkand.
Masachusetts,
Michigan.

Alabama.
Arizona.
Connerticut.
Delaware.
Dist. Columbia.
Georgia.
Idaho.
Illinois.

Missouri.
Mont fl
Nebraaka.
Nevada.
New Jersey.
New Mexico.
New York.
Worth Carolina.

North Dakota.
Oklahoma.
Rhode Island.
South CtroAna.
Texas.
Utah.

Wyoming.
Thirty-three States do not specify penalty for principals or teachersfor failur`e 6 report:

Arizona.

Colorado.
Connecticut.
Delaware.
Florida.
Georgia.
Illinois.
Indiana.

61)

IOW

Kentucky.
Louisiana.
Maine.
Maryland.
Massachusetts. ,

'Michigan.
Mississippi.
MiMOUrL

Montana.
Nehraski.
Nevadi.
New Hampshire.
New Jeriwy.
New Mexico.
New York.
North Carolina.

North Dakota.
Oklahoma.
Rhode Wand..
Tennessee
Texas.
Utah.

'Virginia.
Wyoming.
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LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCAnON

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND EDUCATION AFFECTED BY COM-
PULSORY EDUCATION, LAWS

It .is difficuitito estimate the relative importance of the various
factors affecting school attendancé. The strongest factor perhapsrin
promoting attendance is the increasinglY wide recognition by parents
and children of the value of education. Improved school buildings,
roads, transportation, health, and teaching, the establishment of

. kindergarten and pa:it-time schools, and the operation of compulsory
education laws twe no doubt important factors for imreasing attend-
ance.

Compulsory education laws frequegtly need to be invoked to com-
pel indifferent parents and delinquent children to conforni to high
educational ideals and citizenship standards. Statistics compiled in
the United States Bureau of Education for the school year 1919-20
indicate that there were then in the United States approximately
7,000,000 of the school po'pulation (5 to 17 inclu-sive) who were not
enrolled in public or private schools. In 1920 the census showed that
there were in the United States at that time approximeately 1,000,000
illiterate persons betwee» 10 and 25 years of age. Doubtless, the
former situation shows the chief cáuse of the ratter. When 7,0.00,000
of school age are permitted to-remain out of school, it is not surprising
that appioximately 1,000,000 ,should remain illiterate beyond the
school age.

The following figures *show the per cent of school populaticha, dis-
tributed by years, not attending schools (not enrolled) in 1920, accord-
ing to the census report of that year.

Per cent of school population not attending school'

Per cent not
Years of age. attending school
5 81 2

36 7
*7 . 16. 7
84 11 5
9 9 6
10 7 0
11 6 1
12 6 8

. .
) .

s:..-

. Per oent not
Yeare.of age attending school
13 7. 5
14 . 13. 7
15° . 27. 1
16

. , . 49. 2
17 65. 4..

_
18 ,.

.

19 . 86. 2
22, --". 4#11144.... -a' 91. 7

The figures just given indic,,Ate that more chifdren 'attend school
when 11 years of age than at any other age, thát still 6 per cent of
children of that age do not attend school at all. But far more serious
waste by 'nonattendance is shown for the yeaNi before 8 and-after 13.
Thus it would seem' that the fairly effective period might well be
lengthened at 'each end. For 1924-25 it was estimated that there
were 8,000,00 Children of sChool age absent from- pmblic or private
schools every (Ity such sch6ols were in session.
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RELAtING TO COMMAS EDUCATION 29
The foregoing conditions are strong indicatio4ns that there areserious leaks in our Krucafional systems. To abolish illiteracy andignorance as far as possible was doubtless one of the aims of compult-wry school attendance laws. It therefore remains the problem of

legislators, school officials, 'and the interested public who are friendlyto education to provide for greater effectiveness of present laws,
through supplementary legislation, or administrative ruliss, or both.

T114 test oi efficiency of any compulsory education system may befairly sho' w'n.by the answers to two questions, which are: First, what
per cent of the total school riopula' tion does ibget into school, or other-wise reach? Secondly, how well does it keep them in schbol, or intraining elsewhere? Generally speaking, the law which scores satis-factory in this test. is a satisfatt9ry law. By examining ,the law in_States which have fairly good attendance, wVnay obtain some idea ofthe kind of law which seems to be producing fairly satisfactory results.There is, of course, much difficulty in determining what provisionsshould be included in an efficient compulsory education law. Thereis no doubt, however, that certain features tend to raise, while otherstend to lower, the efficiency of such laws. In States where therequirements for exemption and the methods of enforcement appearmore rigid and definite it would be natural to expect bétter schoolattendance and consequently moie education -than in other Stateshaving, seemingly less rigid and definite requi.reinents. For ei4imple,a law requiring attendance from 7 to 17 may well be enfected toserum more school attendance than a law iequiring attendance from8 to 14. Moro attendance is likewise *expected `from, a minimumschool term of nine Months than.from g minimum term of six months.A law requiring an eighth-grade education for labor permits Ivouldrequirg more-gjhool uttendance than one requiring only a fifth orsixth' grade education. Moreover, betterfrenforcèment, would natt-rally be expected from a law requiring that truancy be xeportedimmediately, or within 24 hours, than from one requiring that tru-ancy be reported 'weekly; and the law with a perialty provisionfor neglect of duty by teachers and attendance officers is likely to bemore effective than one without such'provision and also a faw whichdefines truancy may obtain a more satisfactory court judgmentthan one without such definition.
A close study of the various features of compulsory school attendance laws and the-corresponding school attZndann in States indicatescodsiderabl6 correlation between certain laws find the amount ofattendance. That is to say, laws which are more rigid and definiteseem to produce, on the whole, better Attendance and consequentlymore literacy, than the laws which are not nearly'so rigid and Clefillite.By a more rigid and definite law is Meant

o

a law having a fairly. high
1049° 29,-3
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30 LAWS _RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION 1

maximum attendance age, a high standaid of education for exemp
tion and for labor permits, few and definite exemptions, cone plscilig
specific duties on teachers and officers and requiring them to act
immediately, providing a penalty for failing to act, etc. There an
some exceptions,. however, and these exceptiöns afe doubtless partly
due to many school attendance rules adopted by tichool boards and
superintendents supplemenIng the legislative enactments. Furthep.
more, when we consider thf fact that various. and numerous .provi-
sions ire diversely distribuied arming the different States and filet
various economic and social factors prevail, .a few exceptions might
well be taken. a/

Allowing for all the exceptions, the.weight of evidence serongly
indicates thitt compulsory edueation laws, which are more rigid and
definite produce; oh the whole, fairly good attendance, and that as the
laws are foun'd less rigid and definite attendance is correspondiney
less. The following roll call of States and the table of statistiCs show

'various features of the compulsory educ'ation law, shool attendance,
and illiteracy for each Staté.

Roll Call of the Safe; on Certain Features of Compulsory Education Law-

There is given here a list of 20 different fentures pf,State laws on
compulsory education. Following the list i a table which shows the
States with laws containing anY, of these features. States having
any of following features are indicated by check marks (x ) placed
in the columns r,orrespondifig in numbers to .the numbers of the
various features.

The features included in compulsory education laws'

1. Truancy definitely defi'ned:
2. Provides when truancy shall cease after warning.
3. Pefialty on principals and teachers tor failing to repori truano . .
4. Penalty on attendance 'officers for neglect of duty.
5. No exemption allowed for distance.
6. No exemption allowed for poverty.
7. No exemption for-indefinite reason's.

:*- 8. Requires that truancy be reported immediately.
9. Requires attendance officer to act immediately.
lb. Seventh grade or more required for labor permifa.
11. Eight months or more annual school term.
12. Nine years or more attendance required.
13. Minimum compulsory attendanoe age less than.S.
14. Maximum compulsory attendance age..16 or more:

- 15. Requires school census annually.
16. Truancy officer has power of arrest:
n. Provides under-certain conditions- for selection of attendance officers by

county-authoritiens.
18. Provides who shall grant exemptio.ns.

a 19. Provides who shall report truancy.
20. Regulir attendance officer required.
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LAMS RELATING' TO 0016IILSORY EDUCATION 31

4 States which appear to have any of thit featureil above mentionedare indicated in the chart below by theck marks (X ) in the columnsnumbered io correspond to the order in which the features are men-tioned on the preceding pake, e. g., the checks (x ) in column No.'1indicate the States which definitely define truancy, /Which is featureNo. 1. . . . V
States 'which contain certain features in tiftir compulsory eduCation laws. .[The features indicated by tbe numbers in columns 1 to 20 are shown on the preoeeding me'
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LAWS MATING TO COMPULSORY U A

SUMMARY

Compulsory education laws which require children vears of age
to attend school have .been ,operating for many rs this is also
true of laws requiring attendance until 18 years of age. esults show
that children 6 yeafs of age make good progress in school work, but
under the laws of one-half the States children 'are not required to
attpnd school until 8 years of age. Hence cònsiderable nonattendanci
is permitted between 6 and 8. years of age. As a matter of fact,
most children start to school when 6 years of age, and are consequently
two years ahead of those who are brought hi by the law when 8 years

Children who take advantage of this privilege to stay ciut until
8 are Considerabky handicapped at the start. Their retarded position,
tlue to postponed schooling,- tends toward embarrassment, a dislike
for schc.ol, truancy, and early withdrawal. Thus permissive non-
attendance during the years from 6 to 8 tends to defeat the very aim
of compulsory educatioik laws. Five States requi attendance until
18 and fi-ve others until 17 years of age. Six.States require ittendance
until 14 only.; two until 15.

The total amount of attendance required in the different States
varies considerably. For example: Two ,States require 90 or moie
months; six require less than 40; 10 require 80 or More; 13 require
1e88 than 50.

Requirement of little or no education for 'labor permits, anck the
granting of labor permits at an. early age, tend Jo reduce school
attendance. Considerable variation is found in this regard. Seven-
teen States require eighths-grade education for labor permits, while
eight States require ability to read and write only, and eight other
States appear to have no educational requirements. The ages at
which labor permits are granted vary under certain conditions, from
.12 to 14; the most usual is 14. Laws which require an eighth-grade
education tor ribor permits appear to he operating ,satisfactorily.

Distance from school is undoubtedly a potent fabtor in influencing
attendance. In a number' of counties, it has been estimated that dis-
tance reduced attendancl b-y one-half for children li.v!ir,r 2 miles from
school. Twenty-two States allow exemption from school attendance
on account of distance. Obviously, many children are notrafrected
by the law. There may have been conditions in the past which justi-
fied exemption for distance., but the facilities for transportation have
been unhersally improved to the extent that continued exemption
on account of distance seems now unnecessary. The majority of die

4accountOr in
Public interest in

factor in securing g
authorities are indifferen

rs have reFused to exempt on of distance.
support of compulsory educatiori is an essential

attendance. If either the public or school
the best attendance law will fail ,toprodur..
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ING TO COMPITheORY MDT/CAT/ON

adequate results. Doul;tless, some laws in themselves are better than
others; also nonattendanceoproblems_are more complex and difficult

-in some commiunities ihan in ethers. It_would seem that the greatest
need for a good law is where nonattendance is greatest and moat
difficult to solve.

While public interest is an important factor in law enforcement, a
good law limit possess in itself some power of enforcing its pro
No law can be satisfactorily enforced unless adequate penalties-
imposed upon delinquent officers charged with its enforcement
Ordinarily, courts have no power to impose penalties unless such
power is specifically granted. .1enaltks upon parents are no 'doubt

in most States to secure compliafice on their part; but 33
States do not specify any penalty for principals or teachers failing te
report truancy, and .furtilermore, 32 do not specify penalties for it-
tendance officers who fail.to act on truancy cases. Greater concern
and vigilance on the part of principals, teachers, and attendance
officers could, without doubt, be stimulated by imposing adequate
penalties upon them for failure _to- perhirm.

Tadencies

,By a comparison of earlier compukory eduation laws with those
enacted more nieently, certain tendencies are noted with regard to
c.ompulsory education. Some of these tendencies are:

(1) To lengthen, the period of compulsory education by making it
effective at an earlieiand.to a later age. The-establishment of kinder-
gartens and coMpulsory attendance for part-time continuation, or
evening schools, are, iii part, an expression .of this tendency..

(2) To increase the annual required school attendance.
(3) To extend the compulsory provisions tç include various handi-

capped children; also to provide parental schools for delinquents.
(4) To require momeducation for exemption and for labor permits.
(5) To require public relief. to iticligent tkhildren and subject them

more to the attendance law.
n» To provide transportition for children noti living within the

usual wlilking distance from school.

COMPULSORY EDUCATION PROVISIONS BY STATES

Digests showing separately for each State important legislative*visions relating to compulsory education were prepared- in the
U. .._Bureau of Education and senr, the respective State depart-
ment8 of education for review and correction. .All the digests, except-
ing oge, have been checked, approved, and returned by die respective
State departments of education. These digests so approved are here
given.
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LAWS RICLATING1 TO! COMPULSORY EDUCATION

ALABAMA I.

1. Compulsory attendance-age-8-16.
2. Minimum school term requiredNo minimum term fixed by law. .

. 3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term, if npt less than 100 days, provided
that the county or city -board of education shall have power to reduce
period of compulsory attendance to not less than 100 days.

4. Exemption&
(a) Fourteen years of age and completed elementary course of study -or

the equivalent
(b) Attendance at "a private, denominational, or parochial school,. taught

by a competent instructor," :luring full length of the kehool term in
every schoLastic year.

(c) "No public school within 23 miles by the nearest traveled road,
* * * unless public transportation within reAonable walking
distance is provided."

(d) Children with "some physical or mental condition which renders
attendance impracticable or inexpedient."

(e) Fourteen years of-age and legally and regularly employed.
5. Educational relief for children in poverty- lf, in prosecution for violation of the

provisions for compulsOry attendance, it is shown that the parent, guardian
of the child or children is unable to provide neceSsary hooks.ancl clothes in
qrder to attend school in compliance with law, such parent or guardian
shall be disch-arged, and such child or children shall be ttirned over to the
juvenile court, or io the State Child Welfare Department to be dealt with
as a dependent child.

6. Age for admissionOver 6' years of age.
7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permitSixth grade.

SchQol Code of Alabama, 1924..
ARIZONA

Awl

1. Compulsory attendance age-8-16.
2. Minimum school term requiredEight months.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions

(a) Completed gramm'ar-school course.
(b) Instruction at home by competent teacher in branches taught in

common schools; or attendance at private or parochiafschool taught
by competent teachers for full time public schbols of the district are
in aession.

so

(c) Because physical or mental condition renders .attendance inexpedl-
,ent or impracticable.

(d) For reasons satisfactory to bawd, bonsisting of president of local
board of trustees, teacher of the child, and probation officer.

(e) Children 14 to 16 lawfully employed and attending continuation school.
(Attendpnce at continuation or part-time school is required for
exemption only where such schools are prcifided.)'

(f) Sixteen years of age and employed with the consent of its parents at
some lawful wage-earning occupation.

School districts where there shall have been issued 16 employment certificates, unless excused, shall
establish continuation or part-time school,

V.

1,7"

1

.

*,

.

.

*.

%

. .

.

se,

- .

I

,

'

.

.

.

.:.:': !
-,..,.; . :4.1 . . .

. , .
o . . r i:. i : , : 4.

... J ,,,

4.3

. C. : ,

tir r)

.

.;4

.



LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION - 37

5. Educational relief for children in povertyWhen it shall appear to any attend+
ance officer that any child within school age is unible to attend school
because it hap not proper clothing, or because it is required to work
in order to properlY support itself, or thOse legally entitled to its services,
he shall report suth fact to the juvenile court of such county, "and--if
it shall appear to.the judge of such court, after investigation, that relief
should be granted such child, in order that it ¡nay attend school, said
judge may make such orders as may be necessarf from the general funds
of the county in like manner'. as other expenses for the maintenance of
dependent children under the juvenile court act." (Session Laws,
1921, ch. 143.)

6. Age for admi8sion-6-21.
7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
8. Mininium eduaion for labor permitFifth grade.

School Laws of Arizona, 1925.4

ARKANSAS

1. Compuliwry attendance age-7-15.
2. Minimum school term requiredSix months, if within taxing limit district.
3. Minimum attendance requiredThreelfotirths of Mile public school in district

is in session. Required to enter not later than- two weeks after opéning
of session.-

4. Exemptions
(a) "Children. who have completed the common-school course of study,

including the seventh grade as outlined by the State superintend-
ent of public instruction."

(b) Instructiott in approved "private or parochial school."
(c) "Children mentally or physically incapacitated to perform school

duties."
(d) "Children whose services are needed to support widowed mothers."

5. Educational relief for children in povertyBoards of school directors are
authorized and requiied to furnish textbooks free to all children whose
parents or guardians are unable, upon satisfactory evidence, to provide
same. Textbooks so furnished by the district are to remain property of
the district and to be taken up by the directors at the close of school and
kept for further use. - Boards of directors are authorized to pay,. for
such textbooks furnished out of. the district school funds (Act L'O4, ,1917).

6. Age for admis8ion-6-21.
7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
8. MiniMum education required for lab& permitFourth grade.

School Laws of Arkansas, 1823.

CALIFORNIA

1. Compulsory altendance age-8-16 (until 18 in part-time sehools).2
2. Minimum school term rcquired-170 days.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull terin.
4. Exemptions

. (a) Instruction in private full-time day school by capable teachers; pro-
, vided that\ruch schools teach jn the English language and offer in-

dtruction in the branches of study required to be taught in public
schools and provided that record of attendance of pupils be kept.

like parttime edtication, p. 8. '` .;
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LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY IIDUCATION

4. Continued.
(b) Instruction by private tutor, in study and recitation, for at least threehours a day for 160 days each calendar year, in branches of study

required to be taught in public schools; prov:ded that such instruc-
tion' be given in the English language and byt person capable of teach-
ing and that the instruction shall be given between 8 a. m. and 4 p. m.

(c) Children (certified by licensed physician) whose physical or mental
. conditiön prevents or renders inadvisable school attendance or appli-
cation of study.

(d) Children residing more th n 2 miles from schoolhousC.by nearest
traveled road; providei11iat such children shall be exempted only
upon written approval of the superintendent of schools of the
county; notice whereof shall be filed with, the board of education
of the school district.

(e) Children between 14 and 16 who hold labor permits.'
5. Educational relief/tor children in poverty:When it is shown, by any person,to the jumenile court that any child is "destitute," or neglected, or is

homeless, said court may commit such child to detention home, or other
institution suitably provided to maintain and care for Buell *child. It isnot expressly stated, but the implication is that children so committed
may be required to attend school or otherwise receive instruction.

(General Laws of Calif., Act 3968, sea. 1-ee.)8. Age for admission-6-21.
7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permit grade, if child is 15years of age.

,School Laws of Calsfornia, 1925.

COLORADO
1. Compulsory attendance age-8-16.
2. Minimum school ter* requiredSix months. (Sec. 03.)

93. Minimum attendance requiredFull term;3 from 8 to 14 years of age may be12 weeks (sec. 266.)
4: Exemptionsj

(a) Childen over 14, if ornpleted eighth grade or eligible to enter high
. school in district. L

(6) Instruction in private 9r parochial school for entire school year
during which public schools are in session in district. Sufficient
instruction in public school branches at home by person qualified
to teach; child so instructed shall be subject to same examination as
other pupils in district.

(c) Children whose "bodily or mental condition does not permit" attend-
ance at school, as certified by reputable physician.

(d) Fourteen years of age and where child's "help is necessary for its
own or its parents' support."

(e) Fourteen years of age and "where for good cause shown it would befor the best interests of such child to be relieved from the proli-.

sions of this act."
(f) Compulsory attendance requirements do not apply in districts where

there are not sufficient accommodations in public schools to seat
children.

e

1 See pert-timo education, p. 8.
I "All minors over the age of 14 years and under 18 years who can not read and write the English languageshall attend school at least one-half day of each day, or attend a public night school, or take regular Ovateinstruction from some person qualified in the opinion of the county superintendent of schools." ( Colorado&hoof Lows, 1913, see. UL)
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LAWS MATING TO *COMPULSORY EDUCATION

5. Educational relief for children in povertyWhere parent of guardian is not
able, by reason of poverty, to properly clothe any child for school attend-
ance, "it shall be the duty of the school board of the proper district,
upon the fact being shown to their satisfaction, to' furnish the necessary
clothing and'pay for the same out of the school fund of such district."

(Colorado School Laws, 19M, sec. 266.)
.6. Qrtg; of admission-6-21.
7. Age for labor permit-:--14-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permitRead and write (or attend.

day school one-half day per day or an evening school).3
School Laws of Colorado, 1923.

CONNECTICUT

1. Compulsory attendance age-7-.16.
2. Minimum school term required-38 weeks.
3. Miriimum attendance'requiredFull term.'
4. Exemptions_\ (a) If 14 and lawfully employed a0 if school authorities deem education,

sufficientto warrant leaving school to work.
(b) Where child receives approved instruction elsewhere (lifting hours

4 and term of public school.
(c) "Mental or physical condition is such as to render its instruction

inexpedient or impracticable."
(d) Where "child is destitute of clothing suitable for attending school,

and the' parent or person having control of such child is unable
to provide such clothing."

5. Educational reliefrfor children in povertyAny uncared-for and neglected
children between the ages of 4 and 18 ma, be committed toiany "tempo.
rary home" which shall be established in each county for thé refuge of
such children. The "temporary home" may place any child, which it has

. received, in private homes, providing the responsible person shall agree
" in .-writing to give iaid child, in addition to clothing, maintenance, and

medical attendance, full opportunity to attend school during the terms
and hours prescribed by the laws of the State, and also to give full
opportuhity to attend religious services and receive instruction in the
faith of his parents, when that la known. The necessary extra expense

, incurred by any school district in pmviding school accommodations and
instruct* for the inmfites of any "temporary heme" located therein shall
be paid by the county. The State board of education may provide books
and apparatus to be used *1 the education of such children. Any girl
betiveen 8 and 16 adjudged to be illprovided for by her parents, or exposed
to want with none to care for her, may be sent to the State Long Lane
Farm; the said institution shall provide for the education of-those com-
mitted thereto.

"All minors over the age of 14 years and under 16 years who can not read and write the English langume
shall attend school at least one-half day of each day, or attend a public night school, or take regular private
instruction from some person qtialified in the opinion of the county superintendent of schools." (ColoradoSchool Laws, INS, sec. M.).

4 Every child between 14 and 16 years of age residing in a city, town, or district in which public cantina.ation schools are maintained, having employment èertificate.and who has not cempleted the eighth grad*or the equivalent, Wall attend a public continuation school of such city, town, or district, or other con-tinnation school during an equivalent course of instruction, for not less than 4 hours each week in school
year, between 8 a. m. and 5 p. m.; union, any child may be released from such requirement by the secreWyK an agent of the State board of education, or by local school authorities.
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40 LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

6. Age for admissionSchool ¿fficial.s may admit, to any school, otildren over
5 years of age.

7. Age fox labor permit-14-16.
8. Minimum education required ford labor permi Completion of sixth gride or

equivalent. (School authorities may require higher qu4lification.)'
Connectifut School Document, 192S.

DELAWARE

I. Compulsory attendance age-7-17 (7-16 in Wilmington city).
2. Minimum scho'ol term 4quired-:.-160 days.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.' Children 7-14 must attend 160 days;

children over 14 and not having completed eighth grade milit attend not
less than 100 days.

4. Exemptions
(a) Where satisfactory evidence is furnished to the proper public-school

authorities "that such child is elsewhere receiving regular and
thorough instruction during said minimum school Year" in subjects
prescribed for the elementary schools, and "in a manner suitable
to children of the same age and stage of advancement."

Provided that written certificate frOm private school shall be
satisfactory evidence that child is receiving regular and thorough
instruction in the required

(b) Fourteeit years of age and coippleted eighth grade and "legally
exployed." -

(c) Where mental or 'physical condition is such as tout-ender instruction
inexpedient or impractible.

( School officials may excuse, subject t9 the rules and regillations of
tate board of education, "cases of necessity and legal absence."

5. Educational relief for children in povertyThe Elizabeth W. Murphy School
(Inc.), located at Myer, is organized for the purpose of establishing and
maintaining "a home and school for the education and training of poor and
dependent white children of Kent County and State of Delaware, who are,
when received, between the ages of 2 and 10 years." (Laws of 1925, ch. 156.)

6. Age for admi8sion-6-21.. Age for labor permit-14-16.'
8. Minimum education required for labor pcmiiCompletron of elementary,

school course, with exceptions.
Every schobl district Iii which-theie reside bi are Jemployed 15 or more

children 12 to 16 to whom employment' cerkificates have beeri granted
.# shall establish a part-time school, unless excused by State authority.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
et

1. Compulsory attendance age-7-16.
2. Minimum school term requiredNin6 months.
8. Minimum attendance requitedFull term. or

Every child between 14 and 15 years of age residing in a city, town, or district in which public oentinu-
ation schoob are maintained, having employment certificate and who has not cornpleted the eighth grade
or the equivalent, shall attend a public continuation school of kuch city, town, or district, or other con-
tinuation school during an equivalent course of instruction, for not less than 4 pours each _week in school
year, between 8 a. m. and 5 p. m.; unless, any child may be released from atich requirement by the secretary
or au agent of the State board of education. or by local school authorities.

s All minors under 16 must atte an
who has been rinted s certiti
school (if such a achool is in di

all-day school or he legally employed. A child between 12 and 16
leave school to engage in legal employment shall 'attend a part-time

where minor. resides or b employed) at least 4 hours eat,h week for 36
weeks; per year, while so employed; if tempry anemployed, must attend such part-time school 20 hours
'Pk *444.
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LAMS RELATING 10 COMPULSORY IDUCATION:
4

1144. Eximptions
(a)' Where instruction in private or parochial school, or private in.truc-tion, is deemed equivalent by board of educatio-n to the instruction
I 'given in the public schools.
(b) Any child 14 years of age who has completed satisfactorily the eightsgrade or equivalent may be excused by superintentient, providedsuckchild is actually, lawfully, and regularly employed.(c) Excused if it is found upon examination that any phild is "unablementally or physically to profit from attendance' at school: Pro-vided, however, thatif such examination shows that such child maybenefit from specialised instruction adapted to his needs, he shallattend uPon _such instruction."
(d) May be excused for reasons defined as Valid by board of education.The following have been 'authorized; as valid excuses by the board:(1) Illnoss of pupil, in which case a- physician'A. Certificate may be,required.

(2) Death in immediate family of the pupil.
(3) Exclusion by direction of health office.
(4) Subpcena by court of competent jurisdiction.
(5) Detention of pupil by civil authorities.
(6) Observance of church holy days \ty communicantithereq.-(7) Unusual emergency.

5. Educational relief for children in poveritt--None mentioned.6. Age for admission-43. If 6 by November 15, may enter first grade; if 5 bysame date may enter kindeTgarten.
7. 'Age for labor permit-14-16. "lb

6

8. Minimum education required 49r labqr permit-Eighth grde.
By-Ltaws and Rules of District of

Columbia Board of Education, 19t8.

FLORIDAo,

1. Compulsory attendance age-7-16.
2. Minimum achoorterm requireflfour months; "few schools in the St.--aite haveelb so short'a term."

I3. Minimum aUesdatace required---" Substantially full term'.4. Exemptions
(a) Ally .child who has satisfactorily completed the eighth grade_or theequivalent acceptable to the county superintendent.
(k) Residence more than 2 miles for children 7-9 and more than 3 miles* forchildren 10-16 from school and no free transportation.

4 (c) Instruction in an approved private school where record of attendanceis kept..

I Part-time school attendance required: Any child. exempted from regular school attendance for anyreuse except physical or mental disability or the completion of the eighth grade shall, where a part-timeschool is provided, atte12d such school for at least 144 hours in 'any one echoed year.in school districts in whieb there are 15 childreri, who, total), cause except physical or mental disabilityrecomplction of eight rt'am.mar grades, are exempted from regular school attendance upon any school orschools 3 miles or less apart and srlio reside or are employed withinattendant* area =eh &tool or schools?tile local board is required to provide a part-time school.
1649*-29--4
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LIMB RELATING TO COMPULSORY tEDUCATIM

'4. ExemptionsContinued.
W) Provided thatychild may be taught by parent or guardian or private

tutor upon written authority from county superintendent. (The
county superintendent is authorized to grant such permission only
in cases of necessity.) Pèrson receiving such instruction .must
report to county school authorities for examination twice each
year; it such child fails to make satisfactory progress, authority
for private instruction may be revoked.

(e) Mentally or physically incapacitated to
-

perform school duties, proof
of iuch to be shown attendance oKcer.

(f) Any child whose services are necessary for support or assistance of
widowed mother or other dependent shown by affidavit and other
proof to satisfaction of attendance officer.

(g) Aily child whine parent or guardian can make satisfactory proof that
he or she is unable to provide necessary books and clothing, unless
necessary books and clothing shall be furnished by other means.

(h) "Any unusual ciao acceptable to the attendahce officer."
(s) "Occasional nonattendance * * * arnolmting to not more than

four days unexcused absence in any school mdnth shall not render
any parent or guardian ".liable to penalty.

(I) Any child 14 properly employed and enrolled in a part-time school
may at thediscretion of boarctof education be exempted from regular_ school attendance. (Boards must exempt 'whew Fedet.afkinds and
corresponding State fads are available for salaries of teachers of
part-time t3C hoo ls.)

5. Educational relief for children in povertySchool. boards are "required to
furnish free of coi4 to any child not over 15 years of age whim) father or
mother or either of them is cm the roll of the county poor, and any child
who isan orphan under the age of 15 years, and who is without the .neces-
sary means to procure the same, or who has no brother or other near rela-
tive who has the necessary means, or to any child, not over said age, whose
parents are poor, and indigent or .afflicted, and are finan.cially unable to
procure the same for such child, all the school textbook& necessary for the
Use of the child, upon Nquisition made Werefor by the teacher of such
child, accompanied by the affidavit of not less than two reputable
citizens, taxpayers of the county, certifying to stich financial condition
of such child or its parents, and upon the recommendation of the county
superintendent." (Ads, an, ch. 8165, sec. 1.)

Pension granted to depandent mothers on condition that their children
of school age are kept in school. (Acts of 1919, ch. 79V0.)

6. Age for admission-6-21.
7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor pertnit=Read and write, proficiency in-

_certain subjects required.
School Laws of Florida, 1925.

GEORGIA

1. Compulsory attendance age-8-14.
2. Minimum school term requiredSix months.
8. Minimum attendance requiredSix inonths.
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LAWS RELATING TO COliii4LSORY EDUCATIOr

emptions
4a) Completion of seventh grade.

housed
. , .

.00 Temporarily where, "for good maims, the sufficiency of whichshall be deteimined by local hoard of education." (Boards, Ingranting excuses to children in fanning districts, are authorized toconsider the seasons for agricultural labor'and need of such labor.)(c) ttendance at '"some other school giving instruction in ordinarybranches of English education."-
(d) May be temporarily excused by principal or teacher in charge "becauseof bqd weather, sickpess, death-in the child's family, or other reason-able cause."
(e) Prorided, That nod guardian shall be compelled fo ROW such child orchildren to school out of any other.than the funds belonging to theward'or wards." (Ga. Code, 1928, sec. 1551 (193).)

5. Educational %relief fotl cfiildren in vert§ 1 t shall be the duty of. any -citizbfr
- of the State to report to any c t any

t
child between 4 and 14 who is foundbegging, or homeless and without parental care, or iti the hands of immoral

. persons. Thi. court shall examine the facts and may order such child tobe committed 'to the Georgia Industrial Holne or other similar undenômina- .tional Institution ilí tbe State, until such child has'attained 16 years ofage. No dependent or uncared-for child shall be indentwied--for employ-ment unless the indenture shall insure to the child so bound "such treat-Ment, education, or instruction as shall be suitable and user's! to its silua-this 'and eiquinstance in life." (Ga. Code, 1926, secs.- 2848, 2864 2863.)Boards of education are authorized to provide free textbooks to indigentchildren. (Acts of 1923)4 .,
,

...O. Age for admission-6-18. -
7. Age for labor permit-14.
8. Minimum education required for labor permitAbility to read and writetsiniple sentences.

Scho'ol Code.

IDAHO

1. Compulsory attendance age-8-18.
2. Minimum school term required=Seven months.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions
- -(a) Any child 15 laving completed eighth grade or eligible to enter highschool in.district.

(b) Attendance for similar period at an approved private or parochialéchool.
(c) Any child 15 whose help is necessary for its own or parents' supportor "where for good cause shown it would be for the best interest

- of such child tó be relieved from the provision oT this article."(d) Where it is chown that "child's bodily or mental condition does notpermit its attendance at school."
5. Educational relief for children in povertyAny incorporated benevolent orcharitable society having for its object the receiving, aiding, caring- fcir,`and improving the condition of'orphan, homeless, neglected, or abused-children, of this . shall have authority to receive, control, train,educate, gid, care for" such children tinder 10 years of 4e surrenderedto, said institution. (Idahd Compiled Statutes, ch. 190.)
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6. *Age for admisetion-6-'21. ..)

7. Age for labor Wertnit--4-14iri 6. ..

8. Minimum educcgtion "recAired. for labor permitProficiency in certairi sub- 8

44 LAWS RELATINti _TO COMPULSORY EDUCATIon

.

:lectar no gride specified.
--Schoa Laws of Idaho, 1901.

ILLINOIS

1..fompulsory. attendance age-7-16 (until 18 -where continuation schools are
establishedsee Part-Time Education, p. 8).

2. Minimum school term requireaSeven months.-
3. Minimum atterddnpe requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions

(a) Instruction for alike period in each and every year in the elementary.,
branches by a competent teacher, such instruction to begivtn in the
English language.

(b) .Instruction for a likti period in the elementary brandies in a private or

a parochial school.
(c) Where child's plItysical or mental conditicin renders his* or her attend

. anCeibpractitable or inewedient.
(d) Excused for temporary absence for 'muse by the principal or tectler

. of school which child attends.
(e) Children over 14 years of age who are necessarily and lawfully employed

. during hours when public school is in session may be excused from
attendance at school by county or city superintendent 9n the recom-
mendation of board of education of district in which -sutif children
reside.

(f) "Any child from 12 to 14 while attending confirmation classes conducted
not less than five months in year.

5. Educational relief for children in poverty"To purchasetat the expense of the
4 district, a sufficient number of textbooks used to Apply children whose

paients are unable to buy them. Such textbooks shall be loaned only,
and 'directors shall require the teacher to see that they are properly
tared for and returned at the end of each term of school."(1//inois
School Law,' 1905.,. sec.)114.)

6. Age for admislion-6-21. .-

7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permitCompletion of sixth grade.

School Laws of Illinois, 1925.-
.

INDIANA

1. Compt.slsory attendance age-7-16.
2. Minimum school term requiredSix months. "The practice is eight mcinths."
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
.4. Exemptions

(a) AnY child 14 years of age and employed on employment certificate,
which can not be obtainqd until completion of eighth grade. Any
child so exempted must return to school within five days after the
termination of the.employment for which -employment certificate
was issued.

(b) Attendance4 foi similar tim%e at "other school taught in the English'
4 language which is open to the inspection of local and State attendance

, and school officers."
(c) "Any child foil/xi Mentall¡r or Physically unfit for school attendance."
(d) Upon request bf parent, employment certificate issuing officer may

issue temporary permits for causes other than employment.
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LAWS RELATING TO. COMPULSORY: EDUCATION 45.
5. Educational relief for children in poverty-4f any parent o guardian havingcontrol of any child does not have sufficient means to furnisli' such childwith books, school supplies, and clothing necessary to attend school,then the school corporation wherein such child resides shall furhish tem-porary aid tor such purpose, which aid shall be allowed and repaid to suchcorporation by the township overseer of the poor in the manner providedby law for thé relief of the poor upon" showing of itemised statement ofsuch temporary aid.(School Laws of Indiana sec. 70E.)
8. Age for admission-6-21.
rAge for labor permit-14-16; granted Dilly when the labor of the chile isnecessary for the support of himself or his immediate family.
8. Minitiium education ri*uired for labor pii-m¡t--Completion of eighth grade.Laws of Indiana, Relating to Pubiic School System, 19E3.

IOWA

1. Compulsory, attendance age-716.. .
2. Minimum school term required-32 weeks.

dr

3. MinimUm attendance required-24 consecuti:ie school
.,,,

weeks secb school yeai.
The,bilitr'd May require attettdan% for full-time when school is inseision.(iipPart-Time Educationrp. 8.)

4. kExemptiOna-
(a) Those who have completed the eighth grade or whose éducation

qualifications are ehuivalent.
(b) Those who are over 14 and are regularly employed.
(c) "Anyone who is excused for sufficient reason by judge of any court of,

record."
(d) "While attending religious services or receiving religious instruction."
(e) Receiving instruction in approved private school for like petiod, or

instruction by a competent teadier elsewhere than at school.
(f) Any child physically ór mentally unable to attend school. Deaf and

blind must attend State institution for such persons.
(g) If school is more than 2 miles from child's home, unless free transpor-

tation is furnished.
5. Educational rdief for children in PovertyAny institution maintained for.the

purpose of eating for, placing out for adoption, or otherwise improving the
condition of unforiunate children, may receive neglected, dependent, or
delinquent children voluntarily surrendered to such institution or committed
theteto from, the juvenile court. All children in such institution over 7
and under 14 years of age shill be kept in public school during school
session, pr in some parochial school for a like periLd. Children who are
neglected or drpendent and not comMitted as above indicated may be
committed or Wuntarily received either in the soldiers orphans' home,or in the State juvenile home, both of whiçh provide education for its
inmates. . (Code of Iowa, chs. 180, 18E, 184, 185.)

6. Age for odmission-5-2L
7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
B. Minimum education required for labor permitCompletion of "the course of

study prescribed for the elementary,schogls by the State boaid bf educa-tion."
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Logs /MATING TO COMM 'S-ORY EDUCATION

KANSAS

, 1. Compulsory' attendance age-6-7-18.
2. Minimum school term requiredElght month&

Mininsum !attendance requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions

(a) Completion of eighth grade.
(b) Attendance in private, denominational, or parochial school taught by

competent instructor for a term eqkaal to that of the public school,
provided that all instructiim be given in the English language.

,

(c) Any child who is physically or mentally incapacitated for the work of
theecommon schools, when such condition is shown by certificate of
physician.

(d) Attendance not required where access to school is dangerous. (

hams V. Parsons, 79 K S011-207.)

J.
Educational relief for children in povertyWhen any child under 143 shall be,

found to be 4ependent or neglected, the juvenile court may commit such
child to the care of some suitable institution, or of some reputable citizen
of good moral character, or some training school or industrial school, or.
some association willing to receive it, or in some [Tv,,,spital if child's health
requires it. (Laws of 1905, ch. 190, sec. 7.). toiKpendent and delinquen'
children who are in'mates of any county " detention home' "shall bi
placed in the public schools where possible, or, if it be so aetermined, the
commissioneri may protide for seNrate instruction within the home "
(Laws of 1907, ch. 177, sec. 8; rer. sell. laic. 1825.)

8. Age for admidsion-6-21 5-21 in cities of second class).
7. Age for labor permit:--14--I6.
8. Minimum education required for labor permitCoMpletion of elementary school

course.

4

Recited School Laws of Kansas, 1913.

KENTUCKY

1. Compulsory attendance age-7-16.
2. Minimum school term requiredSeven month&
S. Minimum 614tndance required--Fall term.

Extriptions--
(a) Compleiion of "-the fuH course of Instruction offered by the publie
. schools of the district where he (child) residés."
(b) Attendance regularly at private or parochial school for a p'eriod each

year equal to the term of ihe public school when teachers of such
school have been approved by State board of education and when
reports of attendance of all children in such schools are submitted in
the manner required of common khools.

(e) Any child who is physically or mentally unfit for school attendance as
certified by public health officer. .

(d) Any child 14 and. lawfully employed. ,
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LAWS =LATINO 'IV COMPULSORY EDUCATION 47
ilducational relief for children in povertye"It shall be .the duty of each-eountysuperintendent, before the-opening of the schgols each year, * 13ypersonal 4obtilxvation or from trustees and teachers and otheiwkie toascertain the number and cost of textbooks needed 13); theindigent children of the county _for the lime in common schoolsand shall ;eport to the eciinty judge the number ana kind needed, whenthe county judge shall purchase the books and pay for them by an allowancemade by the fiscal court of the county; " provided the cost shall not exceed$200 per annum. (Kentucky Stat.,"sec. 4405)

6. Age for admission-6-18.
7. Age for labor permit-14-16. -/
3. Minimum education required for labor permitComptetion of fifth-grade.

.Common School Laws of Kentucky, 1811.
.00

LOUISIANA

I. Compulsory attendance age-7-14.
-2. Minimum school term requiredSeven months.

3. MiniNnum atandance required-140 days; entire session if leas than 140 days..4. Lrempti:ons(The parish school board to bt sole judge in all cases.)
(a) Completion of elementary course of study.
(b) "Children mentally or physically incapacitated to perform 'shoo!duties."
(c) "Children living more than 2% miles from a sichool of suitable gride. r and for whom free tiansportation is not furnished by the school

board. -

(4) ".`Children for whom adequate school facilities have not been provided."(e) "Children whose services are needed to support widowed mothers.".
5. Educational relief for children in povertyParish school boards shall have

. authority to furnish textbooks free of charge. (.4c1 No. 100, 1922.)
6. Age for admission-6-1S.
7. Age for labor pet:milU-1G.
s. Minimum education required for labor permitN9 provision.

(Public Scltool taws f Louisiana, 1918)

MAINE

1.Compulsory &timidnce age,-7-17.
2. Minimum school term- required.tSeven and one-half months.
3 Minimum attendance required.Full term.
1. Exemptions

(a) Sixteen years of age and can read and write legibly simple sentences
in English language. -

-(b) Fifteen years of age and has, completed the eighth gf19.
(c) Attendance at private school for like rieriod of tittle the public

sc,hool is in session and whose course of study and methods of
instruction have been approved by the State supprintendent of
sctools.

(d) Any and whose physical or mental condition makeil it "inexpedient"
for him to attend.

(s) Fifteen years of age.and has permit to work during school hours.
(f) May be excused for necessary absence.
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LAWS RILATIND TO COMPUIDiikt 2DUCA71024
..0

& Educationai relief for children in poreav.Upon complaint in writing, signed
by proper agent, o'r by three or more citizens of auy town, that any child
is willfully neglected by its parents, or by the willful failure of such parents

, "is not provided with suitable food, clothing, or the priv lege of educe-
tion * and praying that suitable and proper provision nits)! be
made for alb care, custody, support, and education of the child," the
magistrate or judge te whom such-complaint. is made jhall ist.ue a ear-
rant for trial of such child. "If upOn hearing it shall appear that any
material &negations of said complaint are trite, the court maS, order said
child into the care and custody of any suitable persem or any duly [Door-
porated children's institutikm-or ohild wifikre organization eonsenting to
receive Mikes whose standards of care and maintenance are approved by
the State, board or into the custody of the State board itself." When
any çourt shall place any neglected child under the eontrol of a private
pereoL, it shall firM take a bond from such person, payable to the town
where the child resides, to insure that such person "shall humanely treat
and properly suppott, clothe, and educate the cbM; and in ease of non-
performance of said bond, a suit may be commenced thereon."

If any child is ordered into the custody .of the State board or if placed
with a private persim who failed to conform to his agreement, said board.
hall provide for its maintenance and education. "At the request of the
parents or next friend of any dependent child under 16 years of age who
la without parent or grandparent of sufficient ability, or without other,

..
relatives able and willing to provide for its care, said request tieing sp-
proved by the municipal board of the city or town where the child is
domiciled or by any duly incorporated children's institution or organize-

. tion, the State boards may Make similar provision, Without intervention
of court, for the cue of such child." (Laws of Maine, 1919, ch. 170.)

6. Age for admitsion-5-21.
7. Age for labor permits-15; unless mentally unable tci make reasonable prog-

rem in school, in which case work permit may he granted at 14 for non-
hazardous occupations.

8. Minimum education, required for labor permitCompletion of eighth° grpfds
or equivalent. _Laws of Maine Relating to Public Schools, 1925.

MARYLAND

41. Compulsory attendance age-7-17 (6 to 18 for deaf and blind children). ,

2. Minimum school tern required-180 actual days ,for wisite, 8 months for
colored.

3. Miniontins cittindance'requiredFull term. 7

4. Exemptions
(a) Fifteen- years of age and completed tbe elementary E eh ool eouree.
(b) Regular and thorough instruction elsewhere during the same period

And in the same studies usually required in public school, until
completion of equivalent to elementary school course. ,s

(c) Where physical or mental condition, renders instruction inexpedient
or impracticable. ,

(d) May be excused for 'necessary and legal ttbse .81

(e) Only 100 days' attendance required if between 1 and 15 years ot sp
t and regti&ly and' lawfully employed to labor 4t home or on farm;

e if.not solinployed, full-term attendance req
(j) Only 100 days' attendanoe required if between 15 nd 17 years of age

and regularly and lawfully employed to laboea twine or on faro
and noit completed elementary school course; it not so employed,
full-term attendance required.
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1I.W8 RILATING *TO 00110171.8ORY 1111r7CATION

SzemptionsCentinued.
. (g) Where weather is dangerous to safety of child when in transit to andfrom school.

Q.

In Baltimore, 14 years of age and "fegularly and lawfully employed."g. ifiluratiorial relief for children in porerty---State relief may be- granted toany worthy and dependent mother "unable to support and eduCMe herchildren" o n g as she "ia properly caring for her children; that theyare su i Aently clothed and fed; that they attend school regularly (pro-vidi such children are of proper school age and physically able toattendj apd that !laid family shall be visited at least aloe every-twomonths."
The 1cireuit court, sitting in ;Iivenillt causes, whenever it is shownthat the parent or guardian Of any chid is unfit or unable or unwiltingto care for, protect, train, educate, or discipline said child, meTs orderthe said child into the custody of some agency, or some suitable institu-tion organited for the care qf children, until it becomes 21; abed the agencyor institutioa receiving the said child "shall exercise pfopes care (Cis theschooling and training of Fuels child." (Art. fe, An. Code of Aid.)& Age for admission-6-20.

7. Age for labor permit-144-16.
& Minimum education required for labor permitIn Baltimore, completion offifth grade; outaide of Baltimore completion of seventh grade required.

Maryland Public School Law., 1922.

MASSACHUSETTS
I. Compulsory attendance art-7-16. (See Part-Time Education, p. 8.)2 Minimum' school term required-160 days of elementary; 180 days high schoolactually in session.
& Minimum attendance requiredFull term.

Exemptions
(a) Fourteen yeárs of 4e and meets

sixth graide sand ill lawfully and regularly employed.
(b) Town superintendent may ext4se child 14 yéars of age for 016fita1leemployment at home.
(c) Where physical or mental condition is such as to render attendant*inexpedient or impracticable.

requirements for completion of

(cf) Otherwise instructed in a manner approved in advance by the super*intendent ot the school ..committee; instruction may be in private
school so approved.

(s) Superintendent, or teachem authorized by him or by the school
committee, may excuse cases of riecesbary absence for other canoesnot exceeding 7 day sessions Or 1v4 half-day wallow in any periodof 6 months.

6. fidt'icational relief for children in porerty"Thisdepartnient of public wdlfare-shalt make all hecessary provision for the care and maintengsnee of poorand indigent cbildren between 3 and 21 learn of age needing imnaidicerelief aqd havifig no lawful, bettlements rn the Commonwealth."ef

(Gen. Latrs of Mass., 1921, ch. 119, sec. ET.)State aifi'may he.given to mothers of "dependent children un4er theage of 14 or betiv9en 14 and 16 if and during the time such children attendschool as requir') by law, -who shall have resided in the State not lessthan three years. (Acts, 1922, alk 378.)
6. Age for admissionAny age. 'D

Age for labor petmilh--14-16.
& Minimum' education required for labor parmilCompletian of sixth grads.
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LAWS 'RELATING TO : COMPULSORY EDUCATION

MICHIGAN
41.

1. Compulsory attendance age-7-16: (See Part-Time Education, p. 8.)
2. Minimum school term requiredSeven months.

Minimum attendance requiredFull term; three-fourths of term if school If,
maintained entire year.

4. Exemptions
(a) Children in nonhigh-school districts who have completed the eighth

grade or who are entitled to eighth-grade diploma; if in high-school
district, they. must attend school until 16, unless ailthorized to
leave by local authorities.

(b.) Receiving r4ular instructilon in private or parocbial school in branches
taught in public 'school.

(c) Children under 9 years of age and who do not live within 23,5 miles by
nearest traveled road of some public school, unless, free transpor-
tation is furnished.

(d) Any child who is rerilarly employed as a page or messenger in either
branch.of the legislature.

(e) Any child who is physically unable to attend school.
(f) Any child over 14 years of age who has completed the sixth grade and

whose services are essential to the support of his parents may be
excHsed by local school authorities, providing the work the child is
to do does not require a labor permit; or if the child is 15 years of
age and is granted a labor permit.

(g) Children 12 to 14 whi>attending at corOrmation classes, which attend-
ance is not to exceed five months in any year.

Educational relief'for children In povertyaLThe district board may purchase;
at the expense of the district such teitiglioks as may be necessary for thè-
use of 'children when parents are not able to furnish the same, and they
shall include die tanount of such purchase in the report to the township
clerk or clerks, to be levied in like manner as other district taxes." (6883
Michigan Silt.) (General fichool .14c'Nv, 19.e6.)

6. Age for admission-5-20,
7. Age for labor permit-15-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permitCompletion of sixth grade.

MINNESOTA

I. Compulsory attendance age-8-16.
'2. Minimum school term requiredSeven months.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term; provided that no child shall be

required to attend more than 10 months.
4. Exemptions

(a) Any child who has completed the eighth grade'
.(b) Child attending private or 6t1!er scliool for similar period, provided

all the common branches are taught in the English language by
teacher or teachers qualified.

(e) District board of education .may.oexcuse Any child whose bodily or
mental condition is such as to prevent attendance at school with
profit. e

(d) May be excuvd nalsmore than three hours per week to attend religious
instruction.
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-LAW& RELATING It COMPULSORY "nrocArnoti

4. ExemptionsContinued.
(e) "That there is nt public school within reasonable distance of hit;

[child's] residence, or that conditions of weather and travel make it
impossible for the child to attend; provided, first, Writ any child 14
years of age or over, whose help may be required in any permitted
occupation in or about the home of his parent pr guardian may be
excused from attendance between April 1 °and, November 1 in any
year; but this proviso shall not apply to any city of the first and
second class; provided, second, that nothing in this act shall be con-.
strued to prevent a child from being absent from school on such days
as said child attends upon instruction according to the ordinances of
some charch."

5. Educational relief for children in povertyEvery school board of any district
shall investigate or cause to be investigated all 6ases reported to it or
coming to its knowledge of any child within its jurisdiction required by law
to attend school that it is claimed to be unable to do so by reason of the
fact that the services of such child are required for its support or to assist
in the 'support or care of others lègally entitled to its services. When
the board of education shall report to the county auditor of the county
in which the school district is sitetiated the facts as ascertained by them
and that such relief is necessary, thereupon the county board may, after
investigation, furnish such relief* will enable the child to attend school
during the entire school year, such relief to be furnished by such county
board from the poor fund of the county, and the board of education of the
school district shall furnish for the use of such child the .necessary text-
books free of charge. (Laws of 1921 chap. ch. 429.)

6. Age for admission-5-21; school boards may exclude children under 6.
7. Age for labor permi18-1.14-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permitsCompletion of common-school

course or its equivalent in private school.
Laws of 'Minnesota Refitting to the

Public School System, 1923.

MISSISSIPPI

1. Compulsory attendance age-7-16.
2. Minimum school term requiredFour months.
3. Minimum attendance required-80 days.
4. Exemptions

(a) Completion of grammar-school course or equivalent.
(b) Instruction in "private, denominational, or parochial day school by-,

competent instructor for like period."
(cj Where there are "rio schools of suitable grade within 2% miles, by

the nearest traveled road, * * * unless free transportation is
furnished."

(d) That "the trustees of any school, with the approval bf the county
superintendent of education, shall have the authority in the exercise
of their diperetion to permit the temporary absence of children from
school * * in extreme cases of emergency."

(e) All children who are mentally and iitlysically incapacitated for school
. ¡Kirk. e

(f) " All counties that have heretofore voted from undet the provisions
of the compulsory school law shall be exempt Irom the ptovisions
of this chapter." These counties are Franklin, Jefferson, Claiborne,
and Wilkinson.
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62 LAMB RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

5. Educational relief for children in povertyIf tiny parent or guardian shows ti3
the superihtendent or principal that he is unable to furnish his child with ibooks for attending *school, said superintendent or principakshall at once,
if he decides the case has merit, report in writing the facts to the county
superintendent of education, who shall make a thorough investigation, andif .he findirsuch claims to be true, he shall in his discretion present the4ase to tlie board of supervisors, who are authorized and instructed to
provide suck books as may be necessary to equip such child for attend-
ance at school.

8. Age for admission-5-21. 9

7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permit None mentioned.

MISSOURI

1. Compulsory attendance age-7-16. (See Part-Time Education, p. 8.)
2. MinimuM school term requiredEight months.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions

(a) Completion of common-school course or equivalent and has received
a certificate of graduation therefrom.

(b) Receiving instruction in a private, parochial, or parish school for like
period; or regular daily instruction at home as approved by a court
of competent jurisdiction.

(c) Any child who is mentally or physically incapacitated to attend
school.

(d) Any child who is 14 years of age and is regularly and lawfully engaged
for at least six hours each day in some useful employment or service.

5. Educational relief for children in povertyThe following children, whether reel-
ident or nonresident, if they are unable to pay tuition shall have the priv-
ilege of attending school in any district in the State: Orphan children,
children bound as apprentices, children with only ono parent living, and
children whose parents do not contribute to their support. (11135 Rev.
Stat. Missouri, 1919.) School boards may purchase necessary books for

. indigent pupils. (Rev. Stat. 1919, 11385.)
8. Age for admission-6-20.
7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permitNone Mentioned.

Missouri Revised School Laws, 19t$. -

MONTANA

1. Compulsory attendance age-8-16. (See Part-Time Education, p.
2. Minimum school term requiredNine months in first and second class di*-

. tricts; four Months in third class distriCts. (the constitution requires
six months of school in any district before that district can qualify for a
share in the apportionment of State school funds.)

3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions

(a) Children 14 years öf age or over who have completed the eighth grade.. . (b) Children 14 years of age whose wages are necessary to the support of
the family.

lc) Attending for a like period at a private or parochial school, or receiving
list at home in required branches by competent teacher.
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LAWS 1tELA'11;144A rvicouPTRAMITi RVI,PATIP4

4. ExemptionsContinued.
t.(e1) Any. child whose bodily or mental condition does not perniit attend-

ance.
(e) If in the judgment of the county stiperintendent the distance of the

school makes attendance an undue hardship.
5. Educatinal relief for children in povertyIf any child is unable to attend

school because absolutely required to work to support itielf or others
legally entitled to its services, the truant officer shall report the 'case
to authorities charged with the relief of the poor, who shall afford such

'relief as will enable thechild to attend school the required time each year.If the child or its parents refuse or neglect to take advantage of the
provisions thus made, such child shall be committed to the industrial
school. In case where relief, including books, medibat aid, and clothing
is necessary, it shall be the duty of the board of trustees to furnish such
aid free of charge. The said board of trustees may furnish any further
relief it may deem necessary. The relief given is to be paid from the gen-
eral fund of the school district. (School Laws of Montana, sec. 1108.)

6. Age for admission-6-21.
7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permit Completion of eighth grade,

but if it is shown that the wages of such child are necessary to the support
of the family of such child, the ptincipal or superintendent of schools may
upon production of satisfactory evidence of such necessity issue a certifi-
cate permitting employment of such child even though the child may not
have completed the eighth grade.

School Laws of Montana, 19E1-22.

NEBRASKA

1. Compulsory attendance age--:-7-18. (See Part-Time Education, p. 8.)
2. Minimum school term requiredSix months in districts with less than 10

pupils; nine months in districts with 10 or more pupils.
3. Minimum attendance requiredSix months; in city and metrópolitan city

school districts full-term attendance is required..
4. Exemptions

(a) Any child who has graduated from high school, or if no high school
is maintained in .the district, has graduated from the school main-
tained in the district or from a school of equal grade.

(b) Regular attendance at an approved private, denoiitinational, or
parochial day school for a like period.

(c) Any child physically or mentally incapacitated for the work done in
school.

(d) Any child 14 years of age who.se services are necessary for his own
support or the support of others actually dependent on him, pro-
vided such child has completed the eighth grade.

5'. -Educational relief for children in povertyA dependent child may be admitted
to the Nebraska Hornelor Dependent Children, provided that the parent
or guardian of such child is unable to pay. the cost of its care and main-
tenance;, such cost shall have been met or provided for by the county
board of the county wherein such child resides. An appropriation made
from the general fund of the State for the esjucation in the public schools
of the children In the custody of the said State home. All children under
16 in the ,custody of the State lime shall attend oho&

6. Ape for admissionIS-21.
I
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LAWIti attATING ttitriltstlitt, EttrtAllOrt
7 Age for labor permits-14-16. 14'

nimum education required for labor permitsCompletion of eighth grade
or literacy in English plus attendance at evening or part-time school.
(Bee Part-Time Education, p. 8.)

School Laws of Nebraska, 1985-28.

NEVADA

1 , Compulsorp attendance age-7-18.
2. Minimum school term requiredSix months; eight months if funds permit.
3. Minimum attendance required=-Full term.
4. Exemptions

(a) Completed the elementary-and high-school courses.,
(b) Any child whose bodily or mental condition or attitude is such as to

prevent or render inadvisable attendance at whoa.'
(e) Any child who is receiving under private or public tutelage, at home

or in school, equivalent instruction approved by school trustees.
(d) Any child 14 years of age or more who must labor for its own or its

parents' support.
(8) Where the deputy superintendent shall deterMine that a child's

residence is located at such distance from public school as to render
attendance impracticable or unsafe.

(f) Any "student" between 14 and 18 years of age who has completed the
eighth grade may be excused from full-time school attendance and
be permitted to enter proper employment or apprenticeship, by
authority of the board of trustees. (See Part-Time Education,

8.)
5. Educational relief for children in povertyThe children of the State orphans'

home shall be entitled to attend the Carson City public school and to
receive therein the full attention, protection, and instruction accorded
tó any other children. The board of directors of the State Qrphans' home
shall furnish the* children of the home who are attending school all text-
hooks, supplementary books, and necessary school supplies, and also a
sufficie t supply of proper library books.

6. Age for ad saionAny age.
7. Age for tribe permit-14-18.
8. Minimum Sducation required for labor permitCompletion of elementary

school course.
NEW HAMPSHIRE

1. Compulsory attendance age-8-16. (See Part-Time Education, p. 8.)
2. Minimum school term requtred--Nine months.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions -

(a) Any child more than 14 years of age who has completed the elementary
school course.

(b) Any child who has attended an approved private school for period
equal to that of Public school.

(c) Where "physical or mental condition is such as to prevent his attend-
ance or to make it undesirable."

. (d) May be excused for part of session on stated days to receive instruction
I in mulct.

(e) Fourteen years of age and excused 'by State superintendent "fio such
period as seems best for the interest of the child " on'ground that his
"welfare" will be best _served by withdrawal from school.
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LAWS RIBLATINÒ TO COMPULSORY IIIDUCATiON

6. Educational relief for children in povertyIt shall be the duty of overseers ofthe poor and county commissioners, aa soon as practicable, to find per-
O manent homes for All orphan minors, and to make contracts for their

education and support during minority. The overseers of the poor forany town, or the corky commissioners forany county, may send to any
orphans' home in State or other institution devoted to or suitable for the
care, protection, and education of children, upon such terms as may be
agreed upon, any child who is not employed in lawful business, and whoseparents are unable or neglect tx maintain the same.

6. Age for admission-8-21.
7. Age for labor periniM-14--16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permits--Read and write simple sen-

tenCes in English.
NEW JERSEY

1. Cowpalsory attendance age-7-16.
2.. Minimum school term requiredNine months.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions

(a) Where a child receives equivalent instruction elsewhere than at school
(b) Any child who is above 14 and has completed a course of study equiva-

lent to five yearly grades, and has been granted an age and schooling
certificate and is regularly and lawfully employed in some useful
occupation. (See Part-Time EduCation, p. 8.)

(c) Where it is shown that the mental or bodily condition of the child is
such as to prevent attendance at school.

5. Educational relief for children in fovertyAny school district may maintain a
special school of instruction for the purpose of restraining and instructing
dependeni and delinquent children under 16 years of- age. When such
schools are established, they are a part of the public school system and
shall receive, restrain, 'and instruct dependent and delinquent children.
(New Jersey School Law, 19E1, secs. 457 ana 458.)

6. Age for admi8sion-5-20. .
7. Age for labor permits-14-16.
8. Minimum ,education required for lab& permitRead and rite and completion

of a course of study equivalent to five yearly grades, and have 130 days
school attendance during the 12 months immédiately preceding application.

NEW MEXICO

1. Compulsory attendance age-:-6-16.
.2. 'Minimum school term requiredSeven months.

3. Mitrimpni attendance requiredFull tent.
4. Exemption.

(a) Child attending approved private or denolpinational school for a like
period,

(b) Any child residing '1more than 3 mlle Lrom publia school and no free
transportation. furnished.

(c) Any child physically or mentally,unfit.
(d) Any child 14 and excused by issuance' of employment ce1tificate.7

Part-time,, school attendance: The law seems to intply (not expressly stated) that where part-tirneschools are provided, children between 14 and 16 to whom employment certificates have been issued shallattend a part-time school 5 hours per week, 150 hours per year, between 8 a. m. and 6 p. m. School dis-Dicta in which there bays been issued 15 employment certificates to children ,14 to 16 shall provide part-time schools.
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LAWS RELATING TO 'CQMPULSOWY. EDUCATION
4..

45. Educa4iemal relief for children in poverty" Governing authorities of schoiel
districts shall have power to purchase school boOks ind school supplies
for indigent school attendance -children and loan suCh books and such
sup-plies io such children to enable them to attend school to advantage,
but not more than Fifty Dollars ($50) shall be spent th;refor in any
district duringoiany school term." (Nino Mexico School Code, 19e5, ser.
1423.)

8., Ag'slor admission-5-21.
7. Age for labor permits-14-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permitsNone mentioned.

New Mexico School Code, 1926.

.6 -

NEW YORK

1. Compulsory atten'dânce age--7-16 in districts with 4,500 population Sor more
and employing a superintendent; 8-16 in small districts; until 18 where
continuation-schools are provideds-see Part-Tim'e Education, p. 8.

2. Minimum school term required-180 actual school days.
3. Minimum attendance requiria Full term.
4. Exemptions

-01111..

(a) Any child who is not in proper physical or mental condition to attend
school.

(b) Child recéiving instruction in tke English language in public school
subjects in approved, private, or parochial school for like period;
or receiving instruction elsewhere equivalent. to that given in the
public school.

(c) Fourteen years of age and regularly and lawfully employed.
6. Educational 'relief for children in povertr-Zhe schools of the incorporated

orphan asylum sácieties, other than those in the City of New York, shall
participate in the distribution of the State school funds, in the same
manner and to the same extent, in proportion to the number of children
educated therein, as the common schopla in their resPective cities or
districts. "The schools' of said societies shall be Subject to the rules anti
regulations of the common schools in such cities and diqtricts, but shall
remain under the immediate management aiid direction ot the said socie-
ties as heretofore." (Art. 85, Education Laic of New York.)

6. Age for adminion-5-21.
7. Age for labor permitit-14-17 in distacts of 5,00f1 population or more; 14-18

elsewhere.
8. Minimum education required for labor permit,Completion of eighth grade if

child is 14 Years of age; cômpletion of sixth grade if child is 15 years of age.
School attendance of 130 days between thirteenth arid fourteenth

birthdays, or in the 12-month period preceding application for permit,
or in the 12-month period preceding graduation, (Certificate of physical
fitness also required for labor permit.)

New York Education Lae°, 1927. I w
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lAWS REIAATING C6MPULSORY EDUCATION 57

CIROLINA

1. Compuier,y attehdance ageBetween the ages of 7 and 14 (7 to 13 inclusive).
2. Minimum school term.requiredSix months.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
4. Ezemptiowt ,

(a) Attendance at approved private school f6r like period is acceptable inlieu of public-gchool attendance. (This is not, a stAtutory pro-vision, but a State board ruling.)
.(b) The principal, superintendent, or tepher in chirge shall have theright to excuse any child from temporary attendance on account

of sickness or distance of residence from school, or other un-avoidable cause which does not constitute truancy as defined by
the State board of education.

(t) "The board shall prescribe what shall constitute truancy, what ca'uses
may constitute legitimate excuses for temporary nonattendancedue to physical or mental inaiiility to attend, and under what cir-
eumstances teachers, principals, or superintendents may excuse
pupiLs for non-attendance due to immediate de.iimatds of the farm
or the home in certain seasons of the yearin the several sections of

0the State."
EdiÀatiorwA relief far children in povertyIf affidavit @hall be made ITy thep-arent or guardian of any child between 7 and 13 years, inclusive, that

...aid child is not able to attend schoél .by reason of necessity to work forthe support of itself or family, then the attendance officer shall Inquireinto the matter and bringbit to the attention of some court allowed to act:as a juvenile court which shall proceed to find whether said child is unable
to attend schO-ol for the reasoni given. If the court Wall fined, aftei in-vestigation, that for valido and sufficient cause the child is -unable toattend school, thed it shall find and state what helpas needed for thefamily to enable the attendance law to be complied with, and shall trans-mit its' findings to the county board of education. The county board of
education shall in its disc-retion order aid to be given from, the incidental

.expense funds of the county school budget to an extent not to exceed $10- per month for such child during the continuance of the cortpulsory term;.and shall require that said child attend school. The county board of edu-cation is authorized in making out the county budget to provide a sum to*meet such reeds of indigent children, as shall be ascertained by law.
(Consolidated Statutes, Vol. IIç 1919, ch. 96.)

6. Age hr. admission-6-21.
7. Age for labor permit-14-15, inclusive, boys, and girls, 12-13, inclusive,vacation permits for boys.
B. Minimum education required for labor permitNo educational requirementsmentioned; but employment certificate is to be issued "under such condi-tions" as Child Welfare Commission may prescribe. The flours of labor

are subject to the following education restrictions: Under fourth grade, 8hours per day; abovelourth grade, 10 hours per day (Laws of 1927.)
Public School Ldw of North Carolina, 1923.
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58 LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

NORTH DAKOTA
411.

1. Compulsory attendance age--7-17.
2. Minimum school term requiredSeven mónths.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions

(a) If child' has already acquired the- of learning taught in the
public schools.

(b) Fifteen yeah of age and completed the eighth grade.
(c) Instruction for same length of time in private or parochial school

approved by the county superintendent.
(d) If child is in such physical or mental condition as to render attendance

inexpedient or iniPracticable.
(e) If child is actually necessary tì the support of the family as determined

by the State's attorney, subject to appeal.
.,(D May. be exeused under certain conditions on' account of distance from

schooi.
(g) AxiY child 14 years of age abd completed the eighth-grade and lawfully

employed.
5. Educational relief for children in povertyOrphan children or children aban-

doned shall be cared for either in private homes dr orphan asylums. Such
children must be educated, if practicable. Poor children of the asylum
who caia not bos bound out as apprenticeishall be educated thereat. The
superintelident shall superintend and direct the education of such poor
children and send them to common school within the county.

All inaentures of apprenticeships must contain an agreement on the part
of the person to whom such child shall be bound that he 'will caUse such
child to be instructed to read and write and tó be taughrthe general rules
of arithmetic, or, in lieu thereof, that he will send such child to 8choc4

three months of each year of the period of Indenture; and that he will
give him a new Bible at the expiration of his term of service.

6. Age for adMission-8-21.
7. Age for labor permit-24-16.
8. Minimum education ri4uired for labor permitShall have completed eighth

grade or attended school for nine years, excluding kindergarten.

OHIO

1. Compulsory attendance age-8-18.
2. Minimum school term requiredEight months.
3. Minimum attendance required Full term. (Not less-than 32 weeks per school

year.)
4. Exemptions

(a) Graduate of first-class high school.
4 (b), Receiving similar instruction for like pedod at home by,person quail-

1 tied to teach subjects taught in public school or in approved private
or parochial scheol. Infitructions elsewhere than in public school
must be equivalent to that given to children of like age and advance.
ment, and for equivalent number of hours as given in public school.

" Upon satisfactory showing that the bodily or mèntal,condition of the
child does not permit of,its attendance at school." -

(d) Any minor 16 years of age and employed on age and schooling certitl-

!, 4:711.147

cate. (Must continue in einployment or attend school, unless higbr.
school gra¡luate.) (Bee Part-Time Eduehtion, p. 8.)
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LAWS RELATINO TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION 59
4. EzemptionsContiatied.

(e) Local boards of education may tnq resolution change age limits tO 7 to18 years.
(f) A child may not be required to attend high' school more than 4 milesfröm his or her residence unless transportation is furnished. (4ttor-

. ney general's opinion.)
5. Educational raid for chtldrett in povertyUpon proof that a child is unable to'attend school because absolutely required to wort( to support kiimself orhelp support others legally entitled to his services, the board of education

_ shall 'furnish such child, free of charge, with textbooks and other personalnecessitiesrand medical care as may be necessary to enable child to attendschool. - The expense incident to furnishing such relief must be paid fromthe contingent fund of the school district. (School Laws of Ohio, 1922,sec. 7777.)
6. Age for adminion-6-21.
7.. Age for -.labor
8. Minimum education required for labor permitCompletion of seventh grad

School Laws of Ohio, 1921.

OKLAHOMA

1. Compulsory attendance age-8-18.
2. Minimum school term requiredThree months.
3. Minimum duendance requiredTwo-tards of term.

(a) If preverfted by mental or physicaf disability.
(b) Any child 16 years of age or more and regularly and lawfully employedand having completed tke eighth grade or equivalent. (See Part-.Time Education, 8.)
(c) Any child 16 years of age or more and having completed the-fullcourse of instruction provided by the public schools of the districtwhere he resides.
(d) Attendance at approved "private or other schools" for a like period.5. Educational relief for children in poverly.The county. superintendent shallfurnish upon recommendation of the district board of education thenecessary books to child whose parents or guardians are unable to pur-chase the same. School districts mintaining a children's home or charitableinstitution are required to furnish school facilities to children in anychildren's home or charitable institution whose education is not whollyprovided from funds provided for by such children's home or 'charitable
flistitution within the said district. If any widowed mother shall makeaffidavit that the wages of her chil4 or children under 16 years of age arbenecessary to the support of such widowed mother, the county superin-tetdent shall furnish such aid as shall be deemed necessary to such
children so long as they attend the public school in accordance with theattendance law. (School Laws of Oklahoma, 1925, Arts. 6 A and 13.)8, Age for admission-6-21.

7. Age for labor permit-16-18.. .
8...Minimum education required for tabor permitCan read and write, or chilashall have attended some school during the year preceding employmentfor time attendance is required under the law. '

School Law of Oklahoma, 1925.
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LAW& RiLATi101 COMP' [TY: is011* 11Y0CA11614

OREGON

Conspuliory attendance age-7-9-15, inclusive.' (See Part-Time Education p. 8.)
2. Minimum school term required-160 dayshexclusive of holidays.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions

(a) Children who are "being taught for a like period of time in a private
or parochill school such branches as are usually taught" in the
public schools.

(b) Children who are tecieving instruction for a like p 0eriod, time by
the parent or private teach& upon written permission of the county-
superintendent. of schools in subjects Usually taught inita publics
schools.

(c) Children who have already acquired "the ordinary branches of learn-
. ing."

(d) Children who are "physically unable to attend school."
(s) Children under 10 years of age who reside more than'13¡ miles from

school; and children over 10 years who reside more than 3 miles
. from public school, unless transportation is,furnished.

(f) Fourteen years old, completed grammar grades and lawfully employed,
and no'part-time school provided.

(g) May be excused, on applicatipn of parents or guardian, for a period
not to exceed 120 minutes per week "to attenii week-day schools
giving instruction in.religion."

AL Educational relief for children in poverty" When directed by vote of a district,
the -district board shall loan teiiikr-to---indigent-riplie; and, when
not directed by a vote of the district.so to do, may loan said,books to
indigent pupils upon the written report of the clerk that the parent
guardian of such ciiildren is unable to purchase such books."i (Or
Law, sec.* 5041)

6. A pe for admission-6-21.
7. Age for labor Perrnit---14-16.

.8. Minimum education required for labor board permitCan read and write
simple sentences; is familiar with the fundamental operations of arith-
metic to and including fractions; and attended school not less than 160
days during school year previous to arriving at the age of 14 years.

a

! The act authorizing the creation of parental schools in districts with 20,000 or more children of ache'
age (Ado of Nit ch. 11A), by defining an habitual truant to be " A child between 7 and 16 years of age wbo
willAtlly and habitually absents himself from school," apparently lowers this age from 9 to 7 years.

The part-time education act of 1919 reqisires that "all children between the ages of 16 and 18 years must
be in school or legally employed." Therefore, where gart-ttme schools are provided the maximum cow
Weary ap appears to be 18 years.
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LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUC ATION

PENNSYLVANIA

1. Compulsory attendance age-8-16. -

2. Minimum school terin requiredEight months; schools in the firt, sectmdc
and third clam districts, 180 days.

Minimum attendance requiredFull term; but board of school directors in
any fourth-class district may reduce period to 70 per cent of school term
for pupils 14 years of age or over..

4. Exemptions
(a) Any child who Es 11 or more and "has completed a course of itudy

equivalent to six yearly grades of the public ,school" and is regu-'

larly employed and holds an employment certificate. (See Part-
Time Education, p. 8.)

(b) Attended for like time in approved private school upon instruction
equivalent to that given in public school. Instruction in the
required subjects must be Oven in the English language.

(c) Receivettrrgular daily instruction given in the English language for
liko time by a properly qualified private tutor, if satisfactory to
local superintendent.

(d)2 Children "on account of any mental, physical, or other urgent rea-
sons," milky blie excused by board of school diriCtors.

(e) No public school within 2 miles, bx the nearest traveled road, unless
free transportation is furnished.

(f) Any 'child 14 or' more' and engaged in farm work, or domestic service
in a private home on permit issued_by dchool board ór designated
school official. The State departnient requiret that such child must
have "completed a course of study equivalent to six yearly grades
of the public scitig."

5. Educational relief for chi in povertyChildren between- 8 and 16 years
of age who ar:e -unable tó attend school on account of lack of necessary
clothing or food shall be promptly reported to any suitable relief agency
operating in the district, -or, if there is no such agency, they sh I be reported
'to the proper directors or overseers of the poor for investigatio nd relief.
(School Law of Pennsylvanfa7 1925, sec. 1424.)

Boards of education of districts containing an orphrui whim, ho e for
the friendless, children's home, or other institution for the care or tra ing
of orphanior other children, shall permit any children of such institut ne,
though not legal residents 'of such distrIcts, to attend the pirblic schoóls
in said district: Districts that furnish such school privileges may charge
tuition as specified in the law. (School Laws of Pennsylvania, 19145,
sec. 1412.)

6. Age for admission-6-21.
7. Age. for labor permit-14-16. df%'

.8. Minimum education required for labor perm'it. Completion of a course of
study equtvalent to ex yearly grades of the putilic school. (See Part-Time
Education, p. 8.)

--Bchtool Late of Pennsyláania, 1025.
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62 LAWS RICIATING TO COMPULSORY IIDUCAtrON .

. . RHODE ISLAND .

le

1. Compuleori attendance age-7-16. (See Part-Time Education, p.
1 Minimum ediakterm required-180 actual days.
3. Minimum attendance required-- Fulf term.
4. Eseinplisons-1

(a) Fifteen years of age and 'Awfully and regularly employed.
(b) Those excluded "by virtue of some general law or regulation."
(c) Any child whose physical or mental condit:qn is such as to render

at4endanee inexpedient or unpracticahle.
(d) Attending private day school, or private instruction, approved by

the school committee of the city or town. -
Educational relief for children in povertyThe State Home and School, con-

trolled by the State.Public Welfare Commission, shall receive such children
as may be &dared vagrant, truant, negtected, or dependent on the public
for suriport rho are under 18 years of age and who arp is a Makable condi-
iion of mind and body to be instructed and shall provide jnstruction for
them, furnishing such officers and teachers as -shall be necessary. lf,
in the discretion of thi commisaion, the character, independence, and hest
interest of anyadependent or neglected child can be better attained by
placing Such child in a "gocid family of the smile religious beliet u the
iwarents.of such èhild," the conlmission is authorkzed to do so, on condi-
tion that ita education shall be providectforly BA family either in public
or suitable private school; and when eche course is dmirable or necee-

. sary, said commission may pay such knibu'nt aa may be agreed:upon for
--the care and support of such child. (General laws of Rhode bland, 191.3;

pars. 1.870-744
1 .-6. Age for admissionNone stated. .6

7. Age for labor,perntiii 6-16.
.

inimum education required for labOr permit---Completron or8. M of éighth grade
attendance at school eight years. . .

: % SOUTH CAROLINA,
, . ,.

.1. Con flsory all age-8-14. _ .
2. Minimum term required,--13even months; iutcept in disticA where

school ta4 6 less than 8 mills and monthly attendance is less than 15, in
which ease three months are required. ,

8: Min imuns attendanca required-80 days. (Dis\rict may require attendanoe
for full term.) , . . n4. Exemption.a . , .

,

(a) Any child attending an approved private or paiochial aehool for like
-period.

(b) Any child who receives similar instruction for a period from 4
competent tutor, subject to tbe approval of the *Lay iuperin-
lendent.

(e) Any "child whose physicaL mental,. or moral, pondition iinfits 4t for
attendance."

(d) For "providential cause or causes, or to.such.cause or causes as would
seriously endanger the health ofrehild." Attendance officer may in
his discretion, grant eixduses.

(s) "In case of a widowed mother or ors crippled father any child above
12 years of age whose labor may be necessary for the support, in
whole on in part, 'of any person, may be excused."
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LAWS 'anima TO 0011PUISORY IDUCATiON.

4. ExemptionsContinue&
(f) Any child living more than 254 miles (2 miles if under 12 years of age)

from any public, private, or parochial school; provided, that any
pupil living within 'I mile of any regular route of a school
wagon may not claim exemption.

Educationla relief%for children in porerty"The children for parents unable
to purchase the necessary books for attendance upon a public school shall,
limn the order of the county board of education, be furnished these
out of the public Ain& of their district. The county boards of edueatkfn
shall be the competent judges of such cases." (School Late of South Carolirta,
1924, par. 2750.) .

e. Age for- admission-8-21.
. 4

7. °Age for labor perTit-14 (12-14 outside ,of school hours). /
& Minimum education required for labor pirmitNone stated. .

School Laws of &tali Carolina, 1914. 1

I la
a

SOUTH DAKOTA

1. Compulsory attendance 00-1-8-17. (See Part-Tidte Education, p. 8.)
3. Minimum school term requiredEight months.
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.

iiremptions'
(a) Completion of eight grade or equiialent.
(b) Physical or mental condition such as to render attendminos unsafe,

impracticable, or humful tq himself or others.
(c) &dope Wness in immediate family, making child's presence at home

an% actual necessity oi his presence in school a menace to-the health
of other pupate

(d) Attendance at an approved private-school for a like period%
(e) Otherwise instructed by coffipetent perrn for a like period in public-

ochool branches; provided that such instruction be given entirely in
. the English language.

(D Between April 1 atid NOvember 1, .shoTtld there exist-an extreme need
u for child's assistance at hot:he, he may be excused from attendance
for a time not to exceed 40 4choordays, provided thai such chiidphas
completed the sixth grade.or its ehuivaleht.

(g) May be excused for one hour per week-to attend religious histruction
conduct9d by some church or churches.

All ap¡Ilications for excuse from/school attendance must be in writing.
I. Educational relief for children in4ovehy-4very inmate of any aaylum for

the poor who is of school age shall attend the public schools the same as
other children. (South Dakota Revidd Code, 1919, sec..100159.)

41.. Age for admission-6-21. ,

7. Age for labor permi1-14-1N .
8. Minimum educatiOn required for labor pefmi4;:---Read and write.

TENNESSEE
.

, .

..,I. Compulsory atiendancs age-4-18.
2. A f ihimum sChool term requiredEight nï(ilititie
8. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
t. SzempHona . ' S

(a) Completion of eight!! grade and holds a ,pirtlfleate of ipro43a,otloa to r '.......

i.'I r1

high solio4.
(10) Mentally or physically incapacitated to attend who&4
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84, LAMS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

4. Ezemptionit-/-Continued.
(c) Where school is more than 3 miles from child's residence, unless free

, transportation is provided. '
(d) Attendance for like period at appgroved private or parochial school..
(e) Where parént or guardian is not able, through extreme destitution,

to provide clothing for child to attend school.
(f), Fourt.een-years old, literate and regularly and lawfully employed.'

5. Educational relief for children in povertyThe county or city board shall lend
bopks free to children who are shown to be unable to procure the same.
Said board shall also report to the proper commissioners of the poor or to
any suitable relfef agency, for investigation and relief, any child who is
unable to attend school on account of lack of clothing or food. (School
Law, 19250ecs. 102-103.)

8. Age for admis8ion-6 ot over.
7. Age for labor permit-14-18.
8. Minimum education required for labor permit-Not stated. (To read and write

implied.) .

School Laws of Tennessee, 1925.

TEXAS

1. ComRultory attendance age-8-14.
2. Minimum school term requiredConstitution requires *that the legislature

provide six .months but this requirement has not been met by the legisla.
ture.

8. Minimum att4ndanze required-100 days.
44 Exemptions elf7

(a) Attendance. for a like period at approved private or parochial school
which gives instruction in all subjects in the Engilish language and
which shall include in- its course a study of good citizenship.

(b) Physically or mentally incapacitated.
(c) Where child lives more than 2 miles by direct arid traveled road

from nearest public school and no-free transportation provided.
(8) Twelve years old, completed seventh grade, and services necessary to

support earent or others standing in parental relation to the child.
5. Educational relieffor children in povertyChildren of compulsory school age com-

Mitted to the State Home. for Dependent and Neglq.ected. Children are
required to distribute their time between the school of letters and the
industrial and domestic pursuits according to what. is deémed best for
them by the State bo rd of control and the superintendent of said State
home.'

Whenever tiny child tinder 18 is brought before any juvenile upon
petition of any peron in the State, charged with being-a ''.4.4.1.4)% nt or
neglected child, the court may if in the opiniop of the judge I:- 'tome
for Dependent and Neglected Children is the proper place for said dhild

commit such child to said home during its minority. (Art. 3E56-7, Rev.
Civil Stat. Texas, 1925.)

6. Age for admisaion-7-21. (Sc.hool trustees may admit pupils under or over
scholastic age. Where kifidergarten schools are provided, children may

-be admitted at the age qf B.)
7. Age for labor permit-12-14.
8. Minimum education required for labor permilPiompletion of seventh grade.
,, Schools Laws, Texas:41E04.

Part-time school attendance required: Where part-time schools are provided, every person .X4 to ilk
AO to whom employment certificates have been issued. must attend such school 18 hours pw week during weeks

other public schools are maintained.
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LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION i65

UTAH

1. Compulsory attendance age--8-18.0
2. Minimum school term requiredFive months.
3. Minimum attendance required-20 weeks, 10 of which shall be consecutive;

30 weeks in first and second class cities, 10 of which must be consecutive;
30 weeks for part-time school students, and all between 16 and it years
of age who have not been excused to enter employment.

4. Exemptions
A. From full-time attendance:

(a) Where child receives instruction at home in required branches
for same length or ttme as required to be taught in district
school.

.1
(b) Any child who "has already acquired the branches of learning

taught in the district schools."
(c). Where physical or mental condition is such as to render

attendance inexPedient or impracticatile.
(d) Where no school is tatIght within 2 miles of child's residence

or employment by nearest road, unless free transportation is
furnished.

(e) "That the setvices of such child are rrecessary to the support Of
a mother or an invalid father."

(f) Instruction for like period in approved private school.
B. Froni part-time attendance:

If ariy minor who has become 16 or who has completed the eighth
grade is excused from full day-school attendance to enter employ-
ment, he must attend a part-time or continuation school at least
144 hours per year, unless exempted for following reasons: (1) Has

° already completed the work of a senior high school; (2) is taught
at home the required number of hdurs; (3) Physically or mentally
incompetent;.(4) no school taught within 23¡ miles:of residence
or employment, unless free trahsportation is furnished.

6. Educational relief for children in poverty" Children under 16 years of age
who, by reason of neglect, crime, drunkenness, or other vices of parents,
or by reason of orphange, are suffered to grow up without salutary parental
control and education, ot in circumstances encouraging them to lead idle
and dissolute lives, may be committed to the proper parental school
for a term not extending beyond the age of 18 years." (Utah Statutes.
4843.)

8. Age for admission-6-18.
7. Age for labor permit-14-18, it eighth-grade graduate, oiherwise 16 to 18. :
8. Minimum education required for labor perMit---Completion of eighth grade

for child under 16 years.
Utah School Law, 19f5.

t Evening school attendance requires all aliens 16 to 35 who do not possess. such ability to speak, reml,
and write English as is required for completion of fifth.grade to attend public evening school for at least 4
hours a week, 200 hours per year, during period of sChool year, or attend a regular day school or part-time
school unless physically or mentally disqualified or no school within 24 miles from residence. The State
board of education may require school distriata to establish evening 'chats for the purpose.
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LAWS RELATING MO 'COMPULSORY' EDUCATION

4
VERMONT

pulsory attendance age-8-16,1i
imum school term requiret11-34 weeks for elementary schools; 36 weeks for

.bighNchools.
mum (Wendt:Ace requiredFull term, if session, is more than 170 days;

fisehool superintendent may excuse any child from attending moret n that gsg.
4. Exemptions

Any child who has completed the elementary school course or the
rural ichool course and the first two years of junior or senior high
school course:

If 15 years old, having completed the work required in the rural school
course, and whose "services are needed for the support of those
dependent upon him, or for any other sufficient reason," may be
excused by superintendent.

Mentally or physically unable to attend school.
Any child who "is otherwise being furnished with the same educa-

tion." -

(e) May be excused for a definite time not to exceed 10 consecutive school
days in cases of "emergencies or for absence from town."

5. Educational relief for children in povertyIf any child between 8 and 16 is
under the control of a person unable to furnish such child *ith suitable
clothing for school attendance, the local superintendent she notify the
"overseer of the poor of the town in which such person resides, who shall
at once provide suitable clothing" forsuch 'child. (1261 Vermont Statutes.)

6. Age for admission----43-18. However, "a person who has becoffie 18 years of
age shall not be deprived of public school advantages on account.of age."

7 Age for labor permitL4-16.
8. Minimum education required for labor permitCompletion of elementary

school course. (May not be employed in hotel, billiard or pool room, or
bowling alley, or in delivering messages,' or in railroading or mamifac-
turing, except during vacation or before and 'after school, unless'having

. completed elementary school .and the first two years of junior higli school
oouree.j

1. Compulsory at
2. Minimum schoo
3. Minimum
.4. Exempt

VIRGINIA

nce age-7-15.11
term requiredSeven months.

endance requiredFull term.na
Any child who has'completed the elementary school course and who

is regularly and lawfully employed.
(b) Any." child who lives more than 2 miles by the nearest traveled road

from a publie school, unless public transportation is provided within
1 mile of walking distance from the place where siich child lives."

(c) Child receiving instruction for a like period in a " private denominational
or parochial school, or ih a home by a tutor ov other teacher."

u "A person having the control of a child over 18 years of age who allows such child to become enrolled
hi a public school shall cause such child to attend such school eontinubusly for the full number of the chool
days of the term in which he is so enrolled" unless mentally or physically disabled or otherwise lawfully
excused.

slexcept for any county which decides to make it 8-16. Tbe age was 8-14 until 1928
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4. EiemptionsContinued.
(d) "Any child who is physically or mentally incapacitated for the work

of the school."
(e) In the discretion of the local school board, nonattendance at school

"on account of necessary work during certain seasons of the year
nifty be considered lawful and validi ¡excuse" for temporary non-
attendance.

5. Educational relief for children in poverty"It shall be the duty of the
school board to * * * provide adequate facilities and appurten-
ances, including necessary textbooks, for indigent children * * * to
decide what children wishing to enter the school of the district
should by reason of the poverty of their parents or guardians receive text-
books free of charge, and to provide for supplying them accordingly."
(School Law, 1923.) The local school board may,' in any case, in its
discretion, furnish any child whose parents are shown to be unable to
provide nece,ssary clothing in order that thè child may attend school, 1,4th
the flecessary .clothes, and when clothes are furnished, such child mat
attend school. (Virginia Code, par. 7228.1)

6. Age for admis8ion-6-20.
Age for labor permit-14-16.

1?tb8. Minimum education required for labor permitNone mentioned.
Virginia School Laws, 1923.

WASHINGTON

1. Compulsory attendance age-1-8-16 13 (8-18 part-time school law.") .4

2. Minimum school term requiredSix months; eight months in first-class
districts.

3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term.
4. Exemptions

(a) Attendance,at an approved private or parochial school for the same
length of time.

(b) Any child whose physical or mental condition ill such as to render child
unable to attend.

(c) Any child who "has already attained a reasonable propcienby in the
branches required by law to be taught in the first eight grades of
the public schools.'!

(d) For "some other sufficiejnt reason." .

(e) Fifteen years of age and "the needs of the family or the welfare of such
minor require" that he be regularly employed.

(f) FOurteen years of age, completed the eighth grade, or in the judgment
of the superintendent can not profitably pursue further regular

I. school work, may be excused to enter employment.
1g) "This office [attorney general's] has held that that section vests in

the county superintendent pOwer to excuse a child-, for nonatten-
dance on account of extraordinary conditions. It may be that the

13 Whenever the Government of the United States or the State of Washington shall provides Govern-
ment school furnishing free tuition, lodging, food, and clothing to the pupils therein, 'the compulsory
attendance age is from 5 to 18. This age does not apply to pupils residing more than 10 miles from such
school, unless free transportation is proVided.

14 Parttime school attendance required. All minors residing or employed in school districts in which
Parttime schools are provided shall attend full or parttime school uhtil 18 years of age unless they are
graduates from a four-year high school or its equivalent or hove been lawfully excused. Districts are per .
mitted, not required, to maintain part-time schools.
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68' LAWS RELATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

4. liFemptiotuContinued.
county superintendent would have the right to exquse children
who live where there are no transportation faciliiies and the child
is unable to walk the distance. However, the law itself makes
no exception for distances, the lack of 41,Iiiity of a child to walk to
the schoolhouse, or the lack of means of, transportation."

5. Educational relief for children in povertkWhen any child under 18 shall b,
found delinquent or &pendent, the court may, at any time, by order,
commit the child to some suitable institution, or association, or to the
care of some reputable citizen, or to some training or industrial school
willing to receive it. (Cods of Ptiblic Instruction, 193, sec. 388%)

Any benevolent or ch-aritable soAty having under its control orphan, or
homeless; or neglected children is authorized (not required) to provide
for the education of such children. (Comp. Sial. Wash., 192,2, sec. 1700.)

6. Age for admissivn-6-21; 5-24 in certain districts.
7. Age for labor *rmit-14-18.11
-8. Minimum educa4ion required for labor permitCompletion of eighth gride if

under 15 years of age; no special requirement if 15 years of age.
Washington, 1928, Code of Public Instruction.

4.

WEST VIRGINIA

1. Compulsory attendance
2. Minimum school term requiredEight months.
3. Minimum attendance required Full term.
4. Exemptions

(a) Instruction for equal time "in a private, parochial, or other,school
approved by the district board of education."

(b) Instruction.for equal time "in the home of such child or children or
elsewhere by a person or persons" judged by thd district board of
education to be qualified to give the instruction required.

(c) "Physical or mental incapacity for E0ool attendance and the -per-
Nrmance of school work.' " , . .

1:

(d) "Death or serious illness.in the immediate family of the pupil."
(e)' "Extreme destitution of parents" or guardian. (If -destitution la

relieved by public or private means, exemption is not alloked.)
(f) "Conditions rendering school atterldance impossible or rendering it

hazardous to the'pupil's life, health, or safety.."
(g) Residence,more than 2 Miles from school by shortest practicable road

or 'path, unlesS free transportation is provided.
(h) For "observance of regular church ordinances."
(s) "Other causes that are accepted as valid by the cou,jty superintendent"

or by the district.

u Whenever the Government of the United States or the State of Washington shall rovide a Govern-
ment school furnishing free tuition, lodging, food, ana clothing to the pupAs therein, the compulsory
attendance age is from 5 to 18. This age does not apply to pdpils residing more than 10 miles from such
school, unless free transportation Is provided.

Is Part-time school attandanee required: Where part-time schools are provided, every minor between
,'441 and 15 who is not in regular attendance at a public, private, or parochial school or who is regularly and

Is4ful1y !implored, shall attend for 144 hours during the year a part-time school in district in which such
minor resides or is employid, unless he has completed the ighth grade, or is exempted for any of the relksons
mentioned under Item 4.

Tba board of education ot any city with more than 10,000 population, and of any city, town, or subdistrict
wbere7here are 50 or moe minors 14 to 16 not in regular attendance upon approved instruction, must
provide part-time schools or claw.
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LAWS RpLATIN9 TO COMPIIII3ORY JpvpAincor

4. ExemptionsContinued.
(D Fourteen years old and engaged in regular employment for at least 6

hours per day or excused by local superintendent to enter employ-
ment at home."

(k) Fourten years of age, completed the eighth grade, no junior or senioro

high school within 2 miles and no free transportation. furnished.
6. 'Educational relief for children in poveriV-." The county court of any county or

counties that have a place of reception for the poor shall have the power,
at their discretion, and at the eipense ofthe county, to provide a suitable
room or building, books, stationery, and employ a suitable teacher, to
educf4ethe children at the place of reception for The, poor, and the school
shall be under the supervision of the county superintendent the same as
the free schools of, the county." (Ch. 46, sec. 4a, W. Va. Code, 1923.)

*One of the concritions upon which a State pension or relief may be given
to dependent mothers is the presentation of a satisfactory report by the
teacher in the district school stating that thp children of the recipient of
this relief are attending-school, prqvidpd they are of proper age and Oval.
cally able to do so. (Ch. 46B, sec. 14; W. Va. Code, 1923.)

8. Age for admission-6-21.
7. Age for labor permits-14-16.
8. Minimum eddcation required for labor permitCompletion of sixth grade.

School-Law of West Virginia, 1925.

WISCOR 461N

1. Compulsory aitendance age2-"7-16."
2. Minimum school term requiredEight months. '
3. Minimum attendance requiredFull term in cities of first class; 8 months

in all other cities; 6 months in towns and villages; 60 days for any child
between 9 and 14 who lives between 2 and 3 miles from school, and no
free transportation provided.

4. Exemptions
(a) Completion of the eighth grade or its equivalent.
(b) Attendance during the required period in appriived parochial or

private school.
(c) Equivalent instruction during the required period elsewhere than

at school, by a teacher selected by the persdn having control of
such child.

"Any child not in Proper physical or mental, condition to attend
school." 4

6

Il Part-time school attendance 'required: Where part-dme schools are provided, every minor between
14 and 16 who b not in regular attendance at fr public, private, or parochial school or who is regularly and
lawfully employed, shall attend for 144 hours during the year n part-time school in district in which such
Minor resides or is employed, unless he has completed the eighth grade, or is exempted for any of the reasons
mentioned under item 41

The board of education of any city with more than 10,000 populatioNand of any city, tovin, or subdistrict
where there are b0 or more minors 14 to 18 not in regular attendance upon approved ilastruction, must
provide part-time schools or classes.

Is Part-time attendance required: Any person between 14 arid 18 who hai completed the period of compul-
soy full-time education and who has not completed the eiluivalent of 4 years of school work above the
elementary grades, must tither attend a public, private, or parochial school, at least half-time, or attend
the vocational school half-time in the day time until 18 and thereafter 8 hours per week for 8 months a year
until 18; provided such schools are provided within 2 miles and said persons are physically able to attend.

Where evening schools are provided within 2 miles,minors over 17 .who are illiterate and employed
must attend such school or a public vocational school 4 hours per week until able to read and writs simple
mutant=
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70 14W8 rtgLATING TO COMPULSORY EDUCATION

4. exemptionsContinued.
(e) 'Children who live in country districts more than 2 miles by the neared

traveled'froad from the §choolhouse, unless* free transportation
- is offered; provided, that children between 9 and 14 who live.

between 2 and 3 miles from school must attend 60 days.
. (f) Fourteen years of age and regularly and lawfully'employed.

5. Educittional relief for chijfiren in povertyFor every person of lawful school
age Taintained by the county as a public charge, the county board shallfor each year allow to the`distri4 in which stich person may attend schobl
an anlount for each person so attending equal to the amount éxpendedIn that year for each *pupil in such district; and in base such person be
maintained by any town, such town board shall allow. a like amountto such district. (Wisconsin School Code, 103; ,40, 29.)

ff. Age for admission-4-20; school boards may admit to fichool free of tuition
persons 20 to.30 years of age:

itge for labor permit-14-16 (14 to 17 in child labor laws.)' Msiumum education required for labor 'permitCompleted the eighth 'grade
or its equivalent, or attended school for-9 years, exclusive of kindergarten.

Wisconsin School Code, 1923.

WYOMING

1. Compulsory attendance age-7-16.
Minimum school term requiredThree montHs; eight months to receive

share of Government royalty funds.
8. Minimum attendance requiredFull terni.

t.

4. Exemptions
(a) Attendazi% for a like period at a priVate or parochial school.
(b) Any child who has "completed the work of the eighth grade."
(c) .Mentally.incapable of doing the work of the schobl.
(d) "Invalids or others to whom the schoplroom might be injurious"

may be excused by ()strict boar11.
(e) Pupils to whom attendance might work a hardship may be excused

by district board.
(f) "Pupils who'for legal reasons Have been excluded from the regular

schools and no prOvisions made for the schooling of such children."
(SessionLaws of 1923, ch. 4e.)

5. Educational relief for children in povertyNone mentioned.
6. Age for adMiseion-6-21.
7. Age for labor permit-14-16.
t. Minimum education required for lobar permitCbmpletictn of first eight years

of the pub.& school or the equivalent..

I

4

School Law of 1921; 1923,Sesaion Laws.
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