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The years of ever-increasing revenue from international students appear to have come to an end.
Data show that the number of international students and the revenue they generated rose annually
throughout the first years of the past decade; however, enrolment and associated fee revenue for
school districts reached its highest level in 200708, and has declined in the two years since then
(see charts on the following pages).

Revenue information is gathered from Schedule 2 of school-district audited financial statements
as of June 30 of each year. Student numbers are drawn from ministry Student Statistics reports,
which show that the headcount® of non-resident students enrolled in BC public schools in
September 2009 was 9,014.

Not surprisingly, reduced district revenue from fees followed the pattern of downturn in the
global economy. Total provincial international-student-fee revenue of $121,019,957 for 2009-10
was down $8,087,998 from the high of $129,107,955 in 2007-08.

Impact of international students

International students can enrich the education of BC students by producing more diversity and
rich experiences in classrooms. However, concerns have been raised by teachers.

In some cases, students are simply assigned to classes, adding to the class size without additional
supports. These practices can leave the international students without the ESL support they need
and presumably are expecting. When the teacher does respond to their particular needs, this may
reduce the attention they can provide to all the other students in the class.

! Full-time-equivalent [FTE] numbers are not being reported for non-resident students after 2008-09.
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Inequity between school districts

The ability to attract international students varies substantially between school districts. Most of
the smaller districts and the geographically-isolated districts enrol no international students at all,
and never have. Even among the larger, urban districts, numbers of international students varies.

Table 1 (pp. 5-6) shows that while a third of school districts received virtually no revenue from
international-student fees, a few districts receive substantial additional funds from this source
that allow for a richer program for all their students. This inequity runs counter to the provincial
education funding system, which has equalization factors to reflect realities such as geographical
dispersion and unique student needs.

Districts that generate significant revenues from international-student enrolments are better able
to offset the budget shortfalls currently plaguing school districts across the province. Districts
without these additional revenues are left to further cut core services and close schools to balance
district budgets. In other words, the current funding practices of the provincial government are
creating pressures within the public system that are reinforcing systemic inequalities between
upper/middle/low-income communities as well as urban/rural communities.

West Vancouver, the school district with the highest socio-economic status in the province, is
also the district where international student tuition revenue is greatest: this supplemental funding
is equivalent to 16.4% of the district’s operating grant.

The other districts receiving a revenue supplement from these fees equal to more than 5% of
their operating grants are Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows, North VVancouver, Coquitlam, and Greater
Victoria.

On a dollar basis, the top district is Coquitlam, with more than $14 million in offshore-fee
revenue. Vancouver received almost $13 million, with Greater Victoria, Surrey, Burnaby, and
Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows each bringing in over $8 million.

Revenue instability

Overall, provincial revenue from international student fees fell by 6% from 2008-09 to 2009-10.
While 29 out of BC’s 60 school districts experienced a reduction in fee revenue, 20 others
managed to attract more students than last year and actually increased their fee revenue. Clearly,
although global economic instability can have an impact on enrolments, so does the effectiveness
of international-student recruitment. These factors make this funding source unpredictable,
making it difficult for districts to plan delivery of services. For example, Surrey, Richmond, and
Coquitlam experienced decreases in fee revenue of more than $1 million; Maple Ridge-Pitt
Meadows showed an increase in revenue of over $1 million.

Economic impact of international students

Tuition fees of $12,000 to $14,000 per student contributed more than $100 million to the
provincial economy annually for each of the past five years. In addition, there is probably at least
another $100 million or more a year coming into the province from homestay fees and other
related goods and services.

Unpublished Ministry of Education data (Form 1530 data—Staffing by Program, 2009-10) for
Program 1.62, Off-shore students, indicates that 374.74 full-time equivalent (FTE) teaching
positions existed in BC schools during 2009-10 to provide educational programs for
international students.
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Attracting international students

The International Public School Education Association (IPSEA) of BC is an organization of 38
member school districts that host international students. It was created to promote BC schools to
potential international students. Its web site, at http://studyinbc.org/, says:

Enjoy a wonderful learning experience in schools that welcome
international students

British Columbia is Canada’s westernmost province, known for its breathtaking
scenery and family-oriented communities. BC public schools welcome
international students from around the world to study in top-rated education
programs built on high standards of academic excellence. You can choose to
complete your secondary school education and graduate with a BC education
diploma — a stepping-stone to university and college entrance, or take general
studies to build English language skills while experiencing life with a Canadian
family.

Educating international students has clearly become a business in British Columbia.

BC international student headcount enrolment,
2001-02 to 2009-10
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Sources: BC Ministry of Education Student Statistics—2009/10, Province: Public and Independent Schools
Combined (January 2010; http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reports/pdfs/student_stats/prov.pdf), and Student Statistics—
2001/02 to 2005/06, Full-year summary report (December 2005).




BC International student tuition fee revenue,
2001-02 to 2009-10
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Source: School district audited financial statements as of June 30 of each year. Available on school district web
sites.
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