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Executive Summary 
  
The 2004 College Applicant Survey (CAS) describes the college-bound applicant pool by 
covering a broad range of areas including key demographics, factors influencing college 
selection, academic background and financial preparedness.  It is the most comprehensive and 
the richest source of survey data to date on applicants to the Ontario Colleges of Applied Arts 
and Technology. Acumen Research Group Inc. developed the survey tool and coordinated the 
survey in consultation with a college steering committee1 and the Canada Millennium 
Scholarship Foundation (CMSF).  The Ontario College Application Services selected the random 
sample, distributed and collected the surveys.  The research was primarily funded by the CMSF 
with supplemental funding from ACAATO. Due to an information sharing agreement, ACAATO 
was able to receive the data and perform secondary analysis on the 2004 CAS to look more 
closely at the factors affecting the transition from school to college and the characteristics of 
applicants who have taken various pathways to college.  An exploration of applicant 
backgrounds shows that there are three distinct pathways to college: those applying directly from 
high school (Direct Entry), those who have not attended  high school in the previous 12 months 
and have no post secondary education (Delayed Entry), and those with some postsecondary 
education (Previous PSE).  This report focuses on these pathways in relation to their 
demographics (gender, income, age, etc.), academic profile (high school academics, college 
plans), and perceptions of college (individuals who influenced them, concerns, confidence).   

 
Demographics 
• Income. The family income of those coming directly from high school was higher than 
that of delayed entrants or those with previous PSE; however, it was similar to the general 
Ontario population. 
• Parental education. Applicants applying directly from high school were most likely to 
have a parent who had attended college; those with previous PSE were the least likely. 
Delayed entrants (without PSE) were more likely to have a parent without a high school 
diploma. 
• Age/ age of decision to attend college. At the time of application, over half of the 
delayed entrants were under 20, and only 14% were over 24. In contrast, those with previous 
PSE were much older; 45% were over 25.  Only 20% of those applying directly from high 
school made their decision about attending college before the age of 15. 
• Dependents.  Nine percent of the total applicant group had dependent children; 2% of 
applicants applying from high school; 12% of delayed entrants; and 22% of those with 
previous PSE. 
• Community size and region.   Metro Toronto and applicants from outside ofOntario 
have disproportionate numbers of applicants with previous PSE, and fewer coming directly 
from high school.  Similarly there is a linear trend in which as applicant community size 
increases so does the proportion who have previous PSE, and a reduction in those coming 
directly from high school. 
 

                                                 
1 The members of the steering committee included Henry Decock (Seneca), Peter Dietsche (Humber), Marjorie 
McColm (George Brown), Brenda Pander Scott (Fleming), Rosemary Stevens (Fanshawe), Bill Summers 
(ACAATO) 
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Academic profile 
 

• When asked about overall grades in the final year of high school, those with previous 
PSE are academically the strongest, with 45% having an average of 80% or higher. 
•  Only 20% of delayed entrants self report a grade average over 80% and 29% have grade 
averages under 70%.   
• Those applying directly from high school are in the moderate range of the three groups: 
21% with grades under 70% and 27% having grades over 80%.   
• Slightly more applicants coming directly from high school have taken “mostly 
university” type (U) of courses than have taken the “mostly college” type (C) of courses. About 
one fifth reported having taken mostly university / college courses. 
• Of the delayed entrants (without PSE) who took the old curriculum (almost two thirds of 
the group), the General courses were taken slightly more often than Advanced (35% vs 29%).  
Similarly, within the new curriculum, College type courses were taken more frequently (18% 
vs 9%).   
• As expected, the applicants with previous PSE had taken primarily Advanced courses in 
high school. 
• Almost one in five of the applicants coming directly from high school are also applying 
to university. 
• 58% of applicants who took mostly U courses in high school are applying to college only. 
• 50% of applicants with previous PSE spent 10 or more hours investigating what they 
“would actually be doing” in the job arising from their first choice program. In contrast, 35% of 
direct entry and 40% of delayed entry applicants spent 10 or more hours on research. Almost 
30% of direct and delayed entry applicants spent four hours or less on research. 
 
College Perceptions 
 
Level of Concern about attending college.  In general, applicants were most concerned about 
employment after graduation, their ability to do well, future career and financing. In relative 
terms, students applying directly from high school were more concerned about what their future 
career would be and finding friends on campus. Delayed entry applicants were more concerned 
about financing.  Applicants with previous PSE were more concerned about the availability of 
bursaries and student loans and finding co-op jobs or field placements.   
 
Influence of individuals in deciding colleges of interest.  
• For those applying directly from high school, parents exert the most influence in deciding 
on colleges of interest, followed by guidance counsellors, friends and college representatives.  
• For delayed entrants (with and without previous PSE), parents, friends, and other family 
are the primary influencers. However, particularly for those with previous PSE, parental 
influence is diminished compared to those directly from high school. 
 

Confidence. Most applicants are quite confident that they will succeed in their college program 
and that it will improve their career opportunities. 
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1. Introduction 
College applicants are known to be a very heterogeneous group, and therefore it is often difficult 
to characterize an applicant profile.  An applicant profile is important for recruitment strategies, 
for anticipation of student needs and services, and programming. The 2004 College Applicant 
Survey (CAS) is the most comprehensive and the richest source of survey data to date on 
applicants to the Ontario Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology.  It covers a broad range of 
areas including key demographics, factors influencing college selection, academic background 
and financial preparedness. A pilot survey was originally administered to 12,000 applicants in 
June of 2003 with a 19% response rate. In 2004, 17,000 college applicants were randomly 
chosen and were mailed the refined survey with a response rate of 25%.  Acumen Research 
Group Inc. developed the survey tool and coordinated the survey in consultation with a college 
steering committee2 and the Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation (CMSF).  The Ontario 
College Application Services selected the random sample, distributed and collected the surveys.  
The research was primarily funded by the CMSF with supplemental funding by ACAATO.  
 
Due to an information sharing agreement, ACAATO was able to receive the data and perform 
secondary analysis on the 2004 CAS to look more closely at the factors affecting the transition 
from school to college and the characteristics of applicants who have taken various pathways to 
college.  An exploration of applicant backgrounds shows that there are three distinct pathways to 
college: those applying directly from high school (Direct Entry), those who have not attended  
high school in the previous 12 months and have no post secondary education (Delayed Entry) 
and those with some postsecondary education  (Previous PSE).  Although within these three 
groups there is also much heterogeneity, an analysis of these three types of applicants provides 
more focus and clarity of the applicant characteristics. 
 
Purpose  
To perform secondary analyses of the 2004 CAS using the following categories: 

i. those applying directly from high school,  
ii. those who have never participated in post secondary education (PSE), but who are not 

applying directly from high school,  
iii. and those with previous PSE. 

Key demographics, academic profile, and perceptions of these three groups are compared. 
 
Methodology3

As the CAS does not explicitly ask whether (and when) applicants graduated from high school, 
there was no clear divide of the applicants into the categories of direct entry, delayed entry and 
those with previous PSE.   
Therefore, it was indirectly obtained from the two variables of:  
• main activity in previous year;  
• and highest education attained so far.  

                                                 
2 The members of the steering committee included Henry Decock (Seneca), Peter Dietsche (Humber), Marjorie 
McColm (George Brown), Brenda Pander Scott (Fleming), Rosemary Stevens (Fanshawe), Bill Summers 
(ACAATO) 
3 For details on survey methodology please see the final report, 
http://www.millenniumscholarships.ca/en/research/ResearchSeries.asp. 
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Respondents were excluded who did not answer both questions.  As well, a small proportion had 
what could be considered an incongruent background.  For example, there were respondents who 
had a university or college background but also said they attended full time high school the 
previous year.  While there may be cases when this can occur (i.e. obtaining college credits in 
high school, or situations of new immigrants), for the purposes of this analysis those respondents 
were excluded as well.  For this analysis there was a sample size of 3739 in total, of which 2085 
(56%) were considered “directly from high school”, 700 were “delayed entrants” (no PSE) 
(19%) and 954 were “previous PSE” (26%).  Data from OCAS shows that in 2004, 40% of 
applicants were directly from high school, 15% had previous PSE (based on documentation 
submission), and a remaining 45% were “delayed entrants.”   Therefore, this survey has an under 
representation of “delayed entrants”, which should be kept in mind when looking at results for 
the whole group. However, comparisons between these three groups remain informative. 
 
Specifically, the categories were then defined as: 
 

Direct Entry:  
Those indicating that that their main activity in the previous 12 months was full time high 
school OR working/ studying AND their highest education level was not beyond grade 
13. (excluding those who reported any education beyond grade 13) 
 
Delayed Entry: 
Those indicating that that their main activity in the previous 12 months was NOT full 
time high school, working/ studying, attending college or university AND their highest 
education level was not beyond grade 13. 
 
Previous PSE: 
Those indicating that that their main activity in the previous 12 months was NOT full 
time high school AND they had participated in any PSE greater than grade 13. (includes 
those who have and have not attained a PSE credential) 
 

Throughout this report the applicants are categorized by these pathways in terms of 
demographics (gender, income, age, etc.) academic profile (high school academics, college 
plans) and perceptions of college (individuals who influenced them, concerns).  A more in depth 
analysis of other factors is in the soon to be released system level report of the 2004 CAS. 
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2. Demographics 
a. Gender 

The overall sample was 62% female versus 38% male. In comparison, the actual applicant pool 
at the time of the survey (March 2004), showed that 56% of applicants were female (OCAS 
data).  Table 1 shows that 53% of the female respondents came directly from high school, 
compared to 61% of the male respondents. A slightly higher proportion of males than females 
were delayed entrants.  However, a much higher proportion of females (30%) than males (19%) 
of males had previous PSE. Compared to OCAS statistics for fall 2004, this survey contains an 
over representation of females coming directly from high school, and an under representation of 
males not coming directly from high school (including those with previous PSE) (see Appendix 
1). 
 
Figure 1 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE Total

Gender Distribution

Female 58% 58% 72% 62%

Male 42% 42% 28% 38%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE Total

 
Table 1. Gender distribution 
 Female Male Average
Direct from HS 53% 61% 56%
Delayed entry 18% 21% 19%
Previous PSE 30% 19% 26%
 

  3



b. Income 
The distribution of family income of applicants shows that the income of the applicants is much 
lower relative to the Ontario general population based on the 2001 census4. However, there is a 
clear income gap between those currently in high school and primarily living with their parents 
and the non-secondary applicants (not applying directly from high school). Family incomes of 
those applying directly from high school have a distribution very similar to the distribution for 
the general Ontario population.  This supports previous research showing little difference in 
college participation rates among different income groups. The two non-secondary groups 
(previous PSE and no PSE) are similar to each other and indicate a much lower family income 
than those applying directly from high school, attributable to a combination of low wage jobs 
and current post secondary school attendance. Interestingly, a significant number (20%) of those 
who had a previous degree or college diploma and worked full time in the previous year had 
family incomes under $20,000.  
 
Figure 2 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

<$29,999 $30,000-$59,999 $60,000-$89,999 $90,000-
$119,999

$120,000+

Please estimate your total household income last year 
(including parents and other family members who live with 

you).*

Direct from HS 17% 32% 30% 14% 9%

Delayed entry 29% 30% 23% 11% 7%

Previous PSE 34% 27% 22% 9% 8%

Group Average 28% 30% 23% 11% 7%

2001 Census 16% 32% 27% 13% 12%

<$29,999 $30,000-
$59,999

$60,000-
$89,999

$90,000-
$119,999 $120,000+

 
*A high number of respondents answered “don’t know” for this question; 17%, 17%, and 11% 
respectively. The data here are the averages only of those who provided an answer to the 
question. 

                                                 
4 Statistics Canada – 2001 Census, Cat. No. 97F0020XIE2001094 
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c. Parental Education 
Parental education is one of the key indicators of PSE participation, particularly in university and 
somewhat for college.  In comparison to data from the 2001 census5 (Ontario males aged 45-64), 
surveyed applicants’ fathers are more likely to have graduated from high school and to have 
completed college, and are slightly less likely to have a university degree.  Overall the Ontario 
males in this age group are more likely to have participated in some type of PSE compared to 
surveyed applicants’ fathers (56% vs 62%). The trends for applicants’ mothers are similar to 
applicants’ fathers; however, the proportion who have attended some form of PSE is similar to 
the census population (54%), as well the proportion with a university degree is similar (15% vs 
16% in census). 
 
Those applying directly from high school are more likely to have a parent who has completed 
high school, and to have a college credential than those not applying directly from high school.  
Delayed entry applicants are more likely to have a parent who has not completed high school and 
to not have participated in any PSE.  Applicants with previous PSE are less likely than both other 
groups to have a parent who has completed a college credential, and more likely to have a parent 
with a university degree.  
 
Figure 3 

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE Group Average

What is the highest level of education attained by your father?

Less than High School 17% 29% 22% 20%

Completed high school 25% 24% 20% 24%

Some trade/ vocational training 12% 11% 15% 12%

Completed college or CEGEP 23% 19% 14% 20%

Some university 6% 6% 4% 5%

Completed university degree 17% 12% 25% 18%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE Group Average

 

                                                 
5 Statistics Canada- 2001 Census, Cat. No. 97F0017XCB2001001 
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Figure 4 
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35%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE Group Average

What was the highest educational level attained by your mother?

Less than High School 14% 22% 22% 17%

Completed high school 32% 33% 26% 29%

Some trade/ vocational training 6% 6% 11% 7%

Completed college or CEGEP 27% 23% 17% 23%

Some university 6% 3% 5% 5%

Completed university degree 15% 11% 19% 15%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE Group Average

 

d. Age 
Over half of the delayed entrants are 19 years of age or under indicating that they have not been 
out of secondary school for a considerable length of time. This is in sharp contrast to the group 
with previous PSE in which 46% is over 25 years of age, and 30% over 30. As a group overall, 
ages of the survey respondents are similar to the OCAS applicant pool, which in  2004 had 48% 
who were 18 and under (49% in the survey) and 15% over 25 years (15% as well in the survey).  
 
The age of decision to attend college for the applicants is also of interest, in part so that plans for 
intervention and education about PSE pathways can be made available at appropriate times. Only 
20% of those applying directly from high school had decided to attend college by the age of 14 
(generally grade nine).  An analysis of the age of decision to attend college by applicant age 
shows that there was little difference in age of decision for those 17, 18 or 19 years of age when 
applying (78%, 78% and 81%, respectively deciding when the were 15 or over) (table 1).  For 
the older age groups there is some evidence that there is a gap between when they decided and 
when they applied. For example, 33% of 25-29 year olds decided before the age of 20 and 24% 
of those over 30 decided to go to college when they were under 25.  However, it must be noted 
that there may be some who have previously attended college in this group as well. 
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Figure 5 

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE Group Average

Age Distribution of Surveyed Applicants 

17 or less 37.8% 1.7% 0.0% 21.4%

18 41.3% 23.5% 2.6% 28.1%

19 13.8% 26.8% 6.5% 14.3%

20-24 5.8% 33.8% 45.0% 21.0%

25-29 0.8% 6.3% 16.0% 5.7%

30+ 0.6% 7.9% 29.9% 9.4%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE Group Average

 
Figure 6 

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%

< 9 years 10-14 years 15-19 years 20-24 years 25+ years

Age decided to attend college

Direct from HS 5% 15% 76% 3% 1%

Delayed entry 4% 11% 56% 19% 10%

Previous PSE 4% 6% 38% 25% 28%

Group Average 5% 12% 63% 11% 9%

< 9 years 10-14 years 15-19 years 20-24 years 25+ years
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Table 2. Age decided to attend college by current age 
 
 Age decided to attend college 
Current 
Age 

< 9 
years 

10-14 
years 

15-19 
years 

20-24 
years 

25+ 
years 

17 or 
less 

5% 17% 78% 0% 0%

18 6% 16% 78% 0% 0%
19 5% 14% 81% 0% 0%
20-24 5% 6% 49% 40% 0%
25-29 2% 5% 26% 27% 40%
30+ 1% 3% 16% 4% 76%
Average 5% 12% 63% 12% 9%

e. Dependents 
Overall, 9% of the applicants reported having dependent children.  Of this group the majority 
(64%) had previous postsecondary education. In particular, almost 40% of applicants with 
university degrees reported having children to support. 
 
Figure 7 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE University
degree

Group
Average

Child Dependents

2% 12% 22% 39% 9%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE University degree Group Average

 

f. Disability 
• 6% of the total group reported a disability; 45% of whom report a learning 
disability. 
• Applicants coming directly from high school were more likely than others to 
report a learning disability (3.3%).  
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Figure 8 
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2.0%
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4.0%

5.0%
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7.0%

Mobility Learning Medical Psychiatric Sensory Total with any
Disability

Are you are person with a disability?

Direct from HS 0.4% 3.3% 0.9% 0.6% 0.5% 6.1%

Delayed entry 1.0% 2.3% 1.3% 0.4% 0.3% 6.4%

Previous PSE 0.8% 1.8% 1.3% 0.7% 0.6% 5.5%

Group Average 0.6% 2.7% 1.1% 0.6% 0.5% 6.0%

Mobility Learning Medical Psychiatric Sensory Total with any 
Disability

 

g. Aboriginal Status 
Four per cent of applicants surveyed self identified as aboriginal (38% status, 37% non status, 
and 24% Métis).  Compared to the non-aboriginal survey group, the aboriginal population was 
slightly more likely to come directly from high school (64% vs 55%), and less likely to have 
previous PSE (20% vs 26%). 
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Figure 9 
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h. Community size and Region 
The most notable regional difference is in the Metro Toronto region.  A greater proportion of 
applicants have previous PSE (36% compared to 26% for the total group), with a 
correspondingly lower proportion of applicants coming directly from high school. This may be a 
function of the high concentration of various types of PSE institutions in the Toronto area, as 
well as the potential of immigrants with PSE from other countries seeking a Canadian credential. 
In addition, applicants from outside Ontario are much more likely to have some previous PSE 
(45%), with a corresponding lower proportion of applicants directly from high school. Applicant 
data from OCAS shows a similar trend; in fall 2004, only 36% of applicants from the census area 
of Metro Toronto were applying directly from high school, compared to the system average of 
40%. 
 
The relationship between community size and college application also exhibits a similar trend. 
As community size increases, the proportion applying with previous PSE increases and 
applicants who are applying directly from high school decreases. Possible reasons for this 
include the dispersion of colleges in smaller communities coupled with a greater range of PSE 
options in larger centres. In addition, colleges may have larger profiles in smaller towns.  As 
well, larger centres attract more immigrants, many of whom come to Canada with previous PSE 
but are seeking Canadian credentials. The 2005 CAS addresses the immigrant status of 
applicants and will be able to address this question. 
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Figure 10 
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Northern Ontario 54% 23% 23%

SW Ontario 59% 17% 24%

Central Ontario 57% 18% 24%

Metro Toronto 48% 17% 35%

Eastern Ontario 60% 20% 20%

Outside Ontario 34% 21% 45%

Average 56% 19% 26%

Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE
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Figure 11 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Rural Community < 10,000 10,000-49,999 50,000-99,999 100,000-500,000 > 500,000

Population of Community

Direct from HS 65% 65% 57% 55% 51% 44%

Delayed entry 18% 22% 23% 21% 16% 17%
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Rural Community < 10,000 10,000-49,999 50,000-99,999 100,000-500,000 > 500,000

 

3. Academic Profile 
The academic profile of applicants (grades and courses taken in high school) has not traditionally 
been measured at a system level in Ontario.  However, an understanding of the academic 
background of applicants can be helpful in creating smoother transitions from school to college.  
The data allows educators to answer the question of who is coming to college and what their 
backgrounds are.  Additionally, it provides information on the new college and university 
preparation high school curricula and trends so that trends can be monitored over time. 

a. Grades in last year of high school 
Overall, the grades of the survey respondents are perhaps slightly higher than the actual applicant 
pool due to the overrepresentation of survey respondents with previous PSE, as well as a 
potential survey bias. Twenty percent report a grade average of under 70% in the last year of 
high school and 30% report averages over 80%.  The distinct profiles of the applicant groups are 
evident.  As expected, those with previous PSE are academically the strongest with 45% having 
an average of 80% or higher. In contrast, only 20% of delayed entrants self report a grade 
average over 80% and 29% have grade averages under 70%.  Those applying directly from high 
school are in the moderate range of the three groups, with 21% with grades under 70% and 27% 
having grades over 80%.   
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Figure 12 
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What was your approximate overall average in your last year of 
high school?

Direct from HS 1% 5% 14% 27% 26% 20% 6% 1%

Delayed entry 3% 8% 18% 28% 23% 14% 4% 2%

Previous PSE 1% 4% 7% 19% 24% 22% 16% 7%

Overall 2% 5% 13% 25% 25% 19% 8% 3%

< than 
60% 60-64% 65-69% 70-74% 75-79% 80-84% 85-89% 90+%

 

b. Type of course taken in high school 
Another primary component of an academic profile is the type of course taken in high school. 
This is especially important since the destination - based curricula is relatively new.  Secondary 
school and college educators are interested in tracking student success under the re-organized 
school program.  A profile of college applicants gives some indication of the academic pathways 
students take to college.  What is striking from the survey data is that slightly more applicants 
coming directly from high school have taken “mostly university” type of courses than have taken 
the “mostly college” type of courses. About one fifth reported having taken the university / 
college courses, which may have been interpreted by the respondents as taking a mixture of 
university and college prep courses, rather than specifically M type courses.  Of the delayed 
entrants (without PSE) who took the old curriculum (almost two thirds of the group), the General 
courses were taken slightly more often than Advanced (35% vs 29%).  Similarly, within the new 
curriculum, College type courses were taken more frequently (18% vs 9%).  As expected, the 
applicants with previous PSE had taken primarily Advanced courses in high school.  
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Figure 13 
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University (U) 35% 9% 4% 23%
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Workplace and Basic course types made up only 1% of the total and are excluded for the purposes of 
this report. 
Applicants who indicated they did not attend high school in Ontario were excluded from the analysis. 
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c. Grades in new Ontario curriculum 
Of  the applicants who have taken the new Ontario curriculum, those taking the mostly U type of 
courses are getting higher grades, with 16% under 70 % average, and 32% over 80%. Although 
those taking predominately C courses have similar numbers in the mid range of averages in the 
70’s, there are greater numbers in the under 70 and fewer in the over 70 category than both the 
applicants taking mainly U courses or U/C courses.   
 
 
Figure 14 
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d. Academic profile of those also applying to university 
Since the applicant profile includes applicants who are also applying to university, it is 
informative to compare the academic profile of those applying to both college and university 
with that of those applying to college only, particularly for those applying directly from high 
school.  Almost one in five survey respondents applying directly from high school was also 
applying to an Ontario university. In contrast, very few delayed entry applicants have applied to 
both. Twelve percent of those with previous PSE applied to both.  This data demonstrates the 
variety of educational pathways of college applicants. 
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Figure 15 
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• Of those applying to both, 74% took mostly U courses. However, 58% of applicants who 
took mostly U courses are applying only to college. 
• 22% of those not applying to university have grades below 70%, compared to only 13% 
of those applying to both. Other than this key difference, the grade distributions of the college 
applicants applying to university as well is similar to those applying to college only.   
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Figure 16 
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Figure 17 
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e. Plans for College 
 

i. Time spent exploring college program 
Applicants with previous PSE spent the most time researching their program of choice, with 50% 
spending 10 or more hours investigating what they “would actually be doing” in the job arising 
from their first choice program. In contrast, 35% of direct entry and 40% of delayed entry 
applicants spent 10 or more hours on research. The percentage of direct and delayed entry 
applicants who spent four hours or less on research was 30% and 27%, respectively. 
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Figure 18 
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ii. Intended credential in college 

The responses show that 22% of those coming directly from high school are intending to get 
either an applied or a joint college/ university degree. As expected, those with previous PSE are 
more interested in a post diploma/ graduate certificate.  This survey question was not specific to 
the current program to which they were applying and may have indicated long term academic 
goals.  According to OCAS enrolment statistics for fall 2004, only 1.4% of total first year 
enrolments were in applied degrees.  Surveys of students’ aspirations have traditionally shown 
that about one quarter of first year college students have aspirations to attain a degree, which 
may have explained the high numbers wanting a joint diploma/ degree. 
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Figure 19 
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4. College Perceptions 
a. Level of concern about various aspects of college 

Over half of the respondents were “very concerned” about finding employment after graduation, 
their ability to do well, what their future career will be, and financing costs.  Across all groups 
the aspect of finding employment after graduation was the issue of greatest concern.  There was 
also high concern about their ability to do well; however, those with previous PSE were less 
concerned about this aspect than the others. Students applying directly from high school were 
relatively more concerned about what their future career would be than the other applicants, and 
delayed entry applicants were more concerned about financing.  Applicants with previous PSE 
were more concerned about the availability of bursaries and student loans and finding co-op jobs 
or field placements.  In relative terms, those directly from high school were much more 
concerned about finding friends on campus than others, indicating the importance of college as a 
social network.  
 
Table 3. Percentage very concerned with various aspects of attending college. 
 
Concerns Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE Group average 
Finding employment  
upon graduation 

63% 62% 63% 63% 

My ability to do well in 
college courses 

58% 56% 47% 55% 

What my future career 
will be 

58% 49% 52% 55% 

Financing the costs of 
my education 

51% 57% 51% 52% 

Access to professors 
for help 

38% 35% 32% 36% 

Availability of bursaries 
and students loans 

31% 37% 39% 34% 

Finding co-op jobs or 
field placements 

29% 34% 37% 32% 

Finding part time 
employment during the 
school year 

31% 29% 21% 28% 

Burnout and/ or 
pressure to succeed 

30% 27% 22% 27% 

Commuting to and 
from college  

25% 25% 20% 24% 

Making friends on 
campus 

27% 18% 13% 22% 

Availability of 
scholarships 

19% 17% 23% 20% 

Finding on-campus 
housing  

22% 14% 9% 17% 

Finding off-campus 
housing 

15% 19% 16% 16% 
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b. Influence of individuals in deciding colleges of interest 
 

i. Those Applying Directly from High School 
 
For those applying directly from high school, parents exert the most influence in deciding on 
colleges of interest, with 42% of applicants saying they were very influenced by their parents and 
only 8% saying parents did not have any influence at all.  Similar results were seen in the Double 
Cohort study (King et al, 2004)6, in which 48% of grade 12 students and 43% of grade 13 
students thought their parents’ influence was “very important” in their decision to attend college.  
An important distinction between the survey question in the Double Cohort (DC) study and that 
in the CAS was that in the DC study it asked who had influenced them to go to college in 
general, rather than who had influenced their decisions on specific colleges of interest. This 
distinction becomes evident in the responses for the degree of influence of guidance counselors. 
In the CAS, the guidance counselor scored higher in their degree of influence, with 25% thinking 
guidance counsellors had very much influenced them, compared to only 15 % in the DC study. 
Teachers and guidance counselors were rated similarly in their degree of influence in the DC 
study; however, in the CAS guidance counselors were much more important when students were 
actually choosing a college.  Friends and family members are also strong influencers, as 
expected. Of particular interest is that 50% thought the college representative had some or very 
much influence on deciding their college of interest, indicating the important role that individuals 
from colleges can have on student decision making. 
 
Table 4. Degree of influence of individuals on college selection for direct entrants from high 
school 
 
Direct Entry None Very Little Some Very Much 
Parents 8% 13% 37% 42% 
Guidance Counsellor 24% 19% 32% 25% 
Friends 15% 22% 39% 24% 
College Representative 31% 19% 30% 20% 
Other family 25% 24% 31% 20% 
High school Teacher 30% 24% 32% 15% 
Employer 60% 21% 13% 6% 

 
ii. Delayed entrants.  

Parents exert the most influence in deciding on the colleges of interest for delayed entrants, 
although this was not as significant as it was for the direct entry applicants. Friends are much 
more important to this group, as well as other family members (which may include spouses).  As 
delayed entrants are more removed from the high school environment, school staff (including 
guidance counselors and teachers) exert less influence.  What may be of potential interest to 
college recruiters is the limited impact of college representatives for this group. 
 

                                                 
6 King, A. Double Cohort Study, Phase 3 Report, January 2004.  
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/phase3/ 
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Table 5. Degree of influence of individuals on college selection for delayed entrants. 
 
Delayed entry 
 None Very Little Some Very Much 
Parents 22% 10% 31% 36% 
Friends 15% 15% 35% 34% 
Other Family 29% 19% 28% 25% 
Guidance Counsellor 47% 17% 20% 15% 
High School Teacher 49% 18% 21% 13% 
College Representative 48% 18% 22% 12% 
Employer 57% 19% 17% 7% 

 
iii. Previous PSE 

In general, applicants with previous PSE are more likely to rate the influence of individuals 
much lower than the other groups. Parental impact is reduced, with friends rating a relatively 
stronger degree of influence. Overall, parents, friends, and family are the primary influencers, 
and again as with the delayed entrants, the college representative has minimal influence, 
indicating that perhaps more outreach into the general community is required by college 
recruiting staff. 
 
Table 6. Degree of influence of individuals on college selection for those with previous PSE. 
 
Previous PSE 
 None Very Little Some Very Much 
Friends 31% 13% 35% 21% 
Parents 37% 16% 28% 19% 
Other Family 43% 18% 22% 18% 
College Representative 63% 12% 17% 7% 
Guidance Counsellor 72% 13% 9% 6% 
Employer 71% 11% 11% 6% 
High School Teacher 77% 11% 8% 4% 
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Table 7. Of the individuals listed, which one individual influenced your college selection the 
most? 
 
 Direct from HS Delayed entry Previous PSE Group Average

Parents 40% 32% 25% 35% 

Friends 14% 25% 29% 20% 

Guidance Counsellor 16% 8% 4% 12% 

College Representative 12% 8% 8% 10% 

Other Family Members 6% 10% 16% 9% 

High School Teacher 6% 7% 2% 5% 

Employer 3% 5% 6% 4% 

Employment counsellor 1% 2% 3% 1% 

Other 3% 4% 8% 4% 

 

c. Confidence 
Despite their high levels of concern with many aspects of attending college, applicants appear 
quite confident that they will succeed in their college program and that it will improve their 
career opportunities. Those with previous PSE, in keeping with their lower level of concern with 
their ability to do well, have relatively more confidence that they will succeed in their program, 
compared with those directly from high school (91% vs 85% were very confident). The delayed 
entry applicants were the most confident that a college program would improve their career 
opportunities. 
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Figure 21 
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0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

Not At All Very Little Somewhat Very Much Don't Know

How confident are you that you will succeed in completing your 
program of interest?

Direct from HS 0.2% 0.4% 12.0% 84.5% 2.9%

Delayed entry 0.0% 0.4% 9.5% 88.2% 1.9%

Previous PSE 0.0% 0.6% 6.2% 91.4% 1.8%

Not At All Very Little Somewhat Very Much Don't Know

 
 

  25



5. Directions for Future Research 
• Perform trend analyses with the CAS application surveys from 2003 through to 2005. 
• Connect survey respondents’ data with OCAS registrant data to determine the characteristics of 
those who enrolled in college (approximately 50% of applicants register) versus those who did not. 
• Follow up on those in the CAS who applied but did not go to college (eg. Why not? What are 
they doing instead?). 
• Analyze factors that cause those with a previous credential to return to school (immigration 
status, poor labour outcomes, career change?). 
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Appendix 1.  
 
Comparison of OCAS secondary and non secondary statistics and CAS survey profile 
 
  2004 Fall applicants and registrants 
  CAS profile 

(March 2004)
Interim applicant 
profile (as of 
March, 2004) 

Applicant profile- 
final 

Registrants 

Delayed 
(includes 
previous 
PSE)  

Female  29% 31% 33% 30%

 Male   15% 23% 27% 27%
Direct  Female  33% 24% 21% 22%
 Male   23% 21% 19% 21%
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Appendix 2.  
2004 College Applicant Survey Questionnaire  
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