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FIGURE 1.
THE PRICE OF AN UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION
for full-time undergraduates,  
by type of institution attended: 2007–08 
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NOTE: The “sticker price” is the total price of attendance which includes tuition, books and supplies, housing, meals, trans-
portation, and other miscellaneous, or personal, expenses. The “net price” is the price that must be paid after receiving 
grants. The “out-of-pocket net price” subtracts from the sticker price all forms of financial aid, including grants, student 
loans, Parent PLUS loans, work-study, employer aid, job training benefits, veterans benefits, and any other financial aid 
received. Both the net price after grants and the out-of-pocket net price are calculated for all full-time students, regardless 
of whether or not they received any financial aid. “Full-time” is defined as having been enrolled in one postsecondary in-
stitution for 9 months or more full time. “For-profit” includes less-than-2-year, 2-year, and 4-year institutions. Estimates 
include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. Standard error tables are available at http://nces.ed.gov/das/library/reports.asp. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student 
Aid Study (NPSAS:08). 
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FIGURE 2.
TUITION AND NONTUITION EXPENSES 
for full-time undergraduates,  
by type of institution attended: 2007–08 
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NOTE: “Full-time” is defined as having been enrolled in one postsecondary institution for 9 months or more full time. “Tui-
tion” includes all tuition and fees. “Nontuition expenses” include books, supplies, housing, meals, transportation, and 
miscellaneous or personal expenses. “For-profit” includes less-than-2-year, 2-year, and 4-year institutions. Estimates in-
clude students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Standard error tables are available at http://nces.ed.gov/das/library/reports.asp. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student 
Aid Study (NPSAS:08). 
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FIGURE 3.
SOURCES OF GRANT AID 
for full-time undergraduates,  
by type of institution attended: 2007–08 
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NOTE: “Grants” include scholarships and tuition waivers. “Full-time” is defined as having been enrolled in one postsecon-
dary institution for 9 months or more full time. “For-profit” includes less-than-2-year, 2-year, and 4-year institutions. Es-
timates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico. Standard error tables are available at http://nces.ed.gov/das/library/reports.asp. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student 
Aid Study (NPSAS:08). 



 5 

 

 

  

FIGURE 4.
TYPE OF AID PACKAGE 
for full-time undergraduates, by aid package received  
and type of institution attended: 2007–08 
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NOTE: “Grants” include scholarships and tuition waivers. “Loans” include federal, state, institutional, or private student 
loans, excluding Parent PLUS loans. “Other” aid includes job training, veterans benefits, employer aid, and Parent PLUS 
loans. “Full-time” is defined as having been enrolled in one postsecondary institution for 9 months or more full time. “For-
profit” includes less-than-2-year, 2-year, and 4-year institutions. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible 
postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of 
rounding. Standard error tables are available at http://nces.ed.gov/das/library/reports.asp. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student 
Aid Study (NPSAS:08). 
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FIGURE 5.
NET PRICE AFTER GRANTS BY INCOME 
for full-time dependent undergraduates, by family income  
category and type of institution attended: 2007–08 
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NOTE: The “net price after grants” is the price of attending a postsecondary institution after all grants have been received. 
This amount is calculated by subtracting total grant aid from the sticker price. The sticker price is the total price of atten-
dance and includes tuition, books and supplies, housing, meals, transportation, and other miscellaneous, or personal, ex-
penses. Grant aid includes grants, scholarships, tuition waivers, and other gift aid that does not need to be repaid. The net 
price after grants is calculated for all students, regardless of whether or not they received any grant aid. Family income 
categories were based upon parents’ annual income in 2006. Dollar cutoffs are based on the distribution among all depen-
dent undergraduates: “Low-income” was the lowest 25th percentile (less than $36,100); “Low middle-income” was the 
26th to 50th percentile ($36,100–$66,600); “High middle-income” was the 51st to 75th percentile ($66,600–$104,600); 
and “High-income” was the highest 25th percentile ($104,600 or more). “Full-time” is defined as having been enrolled in 
one postsecondary institution for 9 months or more full time. “For-profit” includes less-than-2-year, 2-year, and 4-year 
institutions. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Standard error tables are available at http://nces.ed.gov/das/library/reports.asp. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student 
Aid Study (NPSAS:08). 
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FIGURE 6.
OUT-OF-POCKET NET PRICE BY INCOME 
for full-time dependent undergraduates,  
by family income: 2007–08 
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NOTE: The “out-of-pocket net price” is the price of attending a postsecondary institution after all aid has been received. 
This amount is calculated by subtracting total financial aid from the sticker price. The sticker price is the total price of at-
tendance and includes tuition, books and supplies, housing, meals, transportation, and other miscellaneous, or personal, 
expenses. Financial aid includes grants, student loans, Parent PLUS loans, work-study, employer aid, job training benefits, 
veterans benefits, and any other type of aid. The out-of-pocket net price is calculated for all students, regardless of wheth-
er or not they received any aid. Family income categories were based upon parents’ annual income in 2006. Dollar cutoffs 
are based on the distribution among all dependent undergraduates: “Low-income” was the lowest 25th percentile (less 
than $36,100); “Low middle-income” was the 26th to 50th percentile ($36,100–$66,600); “High middle-income” was the 
51st to 75th percentile ($66,600–$104,600); and “High-income” was the highest 25th percentile ($104,600 or more). 
“Full-time” is defined as having been enrolled in one postsecondary institution for 9 months or more full time. “For-profit” 
includes less-than-2-year, 2-year, and 4-year institutions. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postse-
condary institutions in the 50 states, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Standard error tables are available at 
http://nces.ed.gov/das/library/reports.asp. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student 
Aid Study (NPSAS:08). 
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SUPPLEMENTAL TABLES 

TABLE
 

1.
 

 

UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMENT, TUITION, AND STICKER PRICE
for all undergraduates and full-time undergraduates, by type of  
institution attended: 2007–08 

All undergraduates Full-time 
Percent Average Percent Average

distribution Average sticker distribution Average sticker
enrolled tuition1 price1 enrolled tuition1 price1

       

 Total 100.0 $5,800 $14,000 100.0 $10,300 $22,400

         

Type of institution         

Public 2-year 40.0 1,200 7,000 17.8 2,400 12,600

Public 4-year 29.2 5,500 15,200 42.7 7,100 18,900

Private nonprofit 4-year 13.0 17,800 28,200 20.6 23,400 35,500

For-profit 9.0 10,200 20,600 8.5 11,900 28,600

Other, or more than  
one institution 8.8 4,800 12,300 10.5 7,000 18,000

1 Average tuition and average sticker price estimates 
are shown for those attending one institution only.   
NOTE: “Full-time” is defined as having been enrolled 
in a postsecondary institution for 9 months or more 
full time. “Tuition” includes all tuition and fees. 
“Sticker price” is the total price of attendance which 
includes tuition and fees, books and supplies, hous-
ing, meals, transportation, and other miscellaneous, 
or personal, expenses. “For-profit” includes less-than-
2-year, 2-year, and 4-year institutions. Estimates 
include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postse-
condary institutions in the 50 states, District of Co-
lumbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals 
because of rounding. Standard error tables are avail-
able at http://nces.ed.gov/das/library/reports.asp. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postse-
condary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08). 

TABLE 2.
FINANCIAL AID 
for all undergraduates and full-time undergraduates,  
by type of institution attended: 2007–08 

 Any grants   Any loans  Any work-study  Any aid  

  Average  Average Average Average 

  Percent amount   Percent amount  Percent amount  Percent amount 

            

 All undergraduates  51.7 $4,900   38.5 $7,100  7.4 $2,400  65.6 $9,100 

                 

Type of institution                

Public 2-year 39.6 2,200   13.2 4,100  3.3 3,000  47.6 3,400 

Public 4-year 52.9 5,200   46.2 6,600  7.7 2,500  71.3 9,400 

Private nonprofit 4-year 73.6 10,200   58.9 9,100  23.2 2,100  84.7 17,400 

For-profit 70.4 3,200   91.6 8,100  2.0 3,500  96.3 10,800 

                

 Full-time 65.3 7,200   53.1 8,000  13.7 2,300  80.1 12,900 

                 

Type of institution                

Public 2-year 55.7 3,700   22.5 4,900  6.9 2,600  65.7 5,400 

Public 4-year 60.4 6,100   52.7 7,100  10.5 2,400  78.3 11,000 

Private nonprofit 4-year 81.2 12,300   65.0 9,800  31.5 2,100  89.4 21,100 

For-profit 71.9 4,000   91.6 9,600  2.0 3,600  96.7 13,100 

NOTE: “Grants” include scholarships 
and tuition waivers. “Loans” include 
federal, state, institutional, or private 
student loans, excluding Parent PLUS 
loans. “Total” aid includes grants, 
loans, job training, veterans benefits, 
employer aid, and Parent PLUS loans. 
“All undergraduates” include those 
attending more than one institution. 
“Full-time” is defined as having been 
enrolled in one postsecondary institu-
tion for 9 months or more full time. 
“For-profit” includes less-than-2-
year, 2-year, and 4-year institutions. 
Average aid amounts are calculated 
only for students receiving a particu-
lar type of aid. Those not receiving a 
specific type of aid (i.e., zero values) 
are not included in the average for 
that aid. Estimates include students 
enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecon-
dary institutions in the 50 states, Dis-
trict of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Standard error tables are available at 
http://nces.ed.gov/das/library/ 
reports.asp. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, 
National Center for Education Statistics,
2007–08 National Postsecondary Stu-
dent Aid Study (NPSAS:08). 



National Center for Education Statistics

Average Average net price Average out-of-pocket
Type of institution sticker price after grants net price

Public 2-year $110 $110 $120
Public 4-year 80 90 150
For-profit 360 390 410
Private nonprofit 4-year 270 280 270

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table SF1.—Standard errors for figure 1: THE PRICE OF AN UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION 
Table SF1.—for full-time undergraduates, by type of institution attended: 2007–08



National Center for Education Statistics

Type of institution Average nontuition expenses Average tuition

Public 2-year $110 $30
Public 4-year 50 60
For-profit 610 570
Private nonprofit 4-year 140 290

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table SF2.—Standard errors for figure 2: TUITION AND NONTUITION EXPENSES 
Table SF2.—for full-time undergraduates, by type of institution attended: 2007–08



National Center for Education Statistics

Institutional Private
Type of institution Federal grants State grants grants source grants

Public 2-year 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.5
Public 4-year 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.3
For-profit 1.5 1.1 1.8 0.5
Private nonprofit 4-year 0.5 1.1 1.7 0.6

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table SF3.—Standard errors for figure 3: SOURCES OF GRANT AID 
Table SF3.—for full-time undergraduates, by type of institution attended: 2007–08



National Center for Education Statistics

Grants, work- Grants, work-
study, or other study, or other

Type of institution aid, with loans Loans only aid, without loans No aid received

Public 2-year 0.9 0.4 1.8 1.3
Public 4-year 0.6 0.3 0.6 0.8
For-profit 1.3 1.3 0.4 0.3
Private nonprofit 4-year 0.7 0.4 0.8 0.7
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table SF4.—Standard errors for figure 4: TYPE OF AID PACKAGE for full-time 
Table SF4.—undergraduates, by aid package received and type of institution attended: 2007–08



National Center for Education Statistics

Type of institution and family income Net price

Public 2-year
Low-income $130
Low middle-income 180
High middle-income 200
High-income 210

Public 4-year
Low-income 150
Low middle-income 150
High middle-income 120
High-income 140

For-profit
Low-income 840
Low middle-income 1110
High middle-income 1030
High-income 1210

Private nonprofit 4-year
Low-income 480
Low middle-income 470
High middle-income 480
High-income 510

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table SF5.—Standard errors for figure 5: NET PRICE AFTER GRANTS BY INCOME 
Table SF5.—for full-time dependent undergraduates, by family income category and type of 
Table SF5.—institution attended: 2007–08



National Center for Education Statistics

Private
Family income Public 2-year Public 4-year For-profit nonprofit 4-year

Low-income $160 $140 $660 $510
Low middle-income 200 220 1,070 450
High middle-income 230 140 930 640
High income 230 170 1,630 590

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table SF6.—Standard errors for figure 6: OUT-OF-POCKET NET PRICE BY INCOME 
Table SF6.—for full-time dependent undergraduates, by family income: 2007–08



National Center for Education Statistics

Percent Average Percent Average
distribution Average sticker distribution Average sticker

enrolled tuition price enrolled tuition price

 Total † $70 $70 † $110 $110
 
Type of institution

Public 2-year 1.02 20 70 0.46 30 110
Public 4-year 0.79 80 100 1.20 60 80
Private nonprofit 4-year 0.22 250 250 0.40 290 270
For-profit 0.12 500 470 0.42 570 360
Other, or more than one institution 2.12 700 790 2.12 1130 1240

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

All undergraduates Full-time

Table S1.—Standard errors for table 1: UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMENT, TUITION, AND STICKER 
Table S1.—PRICE for all undergraduates and full-time undergraduates, by type of institution attended: 
Table S1.—2007–08



National Center for Education Statistics

Average Average Average Average
 Percent amount Percent amount Percent amount Percent amount

 All undergraduates 0.96 $80 0.23 $50 0.20 $30 1.20 $150
 
Type of institution

Public 2-year 1.99 60 0.41 120 0.27 120 2.42 100
Public 4-year 0.59 50 0.29 60 0.32 40 0.73 60
Private nonprofit 4-year 0.93 170 0.54 130 0.79 40 0.97 260
For-profit 0.91 50 0.26 130 0.29 290 0.25 170

 Full-time 0.72 70 0.33 60 0.38 30 0.72 100

Type of institution
Public 2-year 0.95 100 0.81 130 0.41 120 1.32 180
Public 4-year 0.89 50 0.51 80 0.39 40 0.85 90
Private nonprofit 4-year 0.93 200 0.69 160 1.03 40 0.69 310
For-profit 1.38 90 0.60 190 0.35 430 0.33 250

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S2.—Standard errors for table 2: FINANCIAL AID for all undergraduates and full-time
Table S2.—undergraduates, by type of institution attended: 2007–08

Any grants Any loans Any work-study Any aid
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