Ready or Not: Grade Level Preparedness

Teachers’ Views on Current Issues in Education

The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher, 1992
Key Findings from a New National Poll Conducted by Louis Harris and Associates

This survey was designed to assess teachers’ perspectives on an issue that is key to the new

national goals for education: student grade level preparedness. Specifically, it examines the
kinds of problems that make it difficult to be a good student (e.g., lack of support from parents
and poverty) and how well prepared teachers feel they are to deal with these problems.
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As has been true since The MetLife Survey of the American Teacher began in 1984, almost all
teachers in public schools continue to rate the overall quality of education in their own school
as positive (93%), with over two in five rating it excellent (42%).

Question: Thinking about the public school in which you teach, how would you rate the overall
quality of education in your school...?

QOverall quality of education in school

Excellent 42%

A

................

Pretty good 61%

* Less than 1% say poot of 1ot surs.

The likelihood of an excellent rating decreases somewhat as school level moves from the lower
grades 1o high school, and decreases markedly as the proportion of minority and lower income
students increases.



















