
Definition of Terms

Total Operations Expenditures: Amount of money that each district budgeted to spend from its general fund and special projects
fund, excepting any inter-fund transfers or non-program transactions.  The general fund accounts for all financial transactions of a district’s
current operations except those required to be in a different fund, while the special projects fund accounts for activities that are funded
wholly or in part by specific federal or state grant programs.  The per-pupil number was calculated by dividing each district’s total operating
expenditures by each district’s 2004-05 full-time equivalent (FTE) student membership, an adjusted enrollment number.

Property Tax Revenue: Per-pupil (2004-05 FTE membership) revenue from property taxes as reported in the general fund that each
district budgeted to receive in the 2004-05 school year.

Total Enrollment: For the 2004-05 school year, FTE membership instead of “Third Friday in September” head count is used
because Department of Public Instruction (DPI) has not released the 2004-05 head count database.  FTE membership is the number of
pupils officially enrolled as eligible to attend class, whether such pupils are actually in attendance on that day or not, plus pupils   enrolled
in home-bound instruction. 

One-Year Change in Enrollment: Percent change in total enrollment from 2003-04 to 2004-05.  

Minority Enrollment: Percent of 2003-04 “Third Friday in September” enrollments that are African American, Hispanic, Native
American, or Asian.

Free Lunch Eligibility: The only available measure of the income level of pupils in elementary schools.  It is the highest number of
students who qualify under federal guidelines for free or reduced-price lunch along with the alternative discount mechanism divided by the
October, 2004 enrollment of students who have access to the lunch program.  The alternative discount mechanism is used by districts to
determine the number of students eligible without using a count.  It can be obtained by either a survey or from existing sources.

Habitual Truancy: According to the DPI, a habitual truant is a student who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse for
part or all of five or more days on which school is held during a semester.  The habitual truancy rate (expressed as a percentage) is the
number of habitual truants, divided by K-12 enrollment, counted on the third Friday in September, 2003.

3rd Grade Wisconsin Reading and Comprehension Test: Administered in 3rd grade to measure a student’s reading comprehension.
There are four proficiency standards: Minimal (limited in the content area), Basic (somewhat competent), Proficient (competent), and
Advanced (distinguished).  Data presented here are for students who scored proficient and advanced on the test administered in March, 2005.

4th, 8th, and 10th Grade Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination (WKCE): Given annually to students in grades 4, 8, and
10.  These scores are from the exams administered in November, 2004.  WKCE measures achievement in reading, language applications,
mathematics, science, and social studies.  Proficiency categories are the same as those for the 3rd grade reading tests.  Data presented
here are for students attending the same district for the full academic year who scored proficient and advanced in reading only.  For some
districts, the scores for “Students in this District-FAY (full academic year)” were not available.  In these cases, scores were used from
“Students in Single (this) School-FAY” student groups.

Attendance Rate: Calculated by taking the number of actual days of attendance from the 2003-04 school year divided by the
number of total possible days of attendance.  The actual days of attendance are the total number of days (reported to the one-half day) of
face-to-face instructional contact between a student and teacher during a school year.  The possible days of attendance are the total
number that could occur in the school calendar established by the district.

Union Districts: Some school districts in southeastern Wisconsin serve K-12 and others serve only high school or K-8 students.  For
comparison purposes, high school districts and their K-8 feeder districts have been combined into one K-12 union district.  Some K-8
districts send their students to more than one high school.  In these cases, the K-8 districts were placed in union districts with only their
primary high school districts.

For further information, please contact: 
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