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[PAGE 29] 
 
My Religion is Islam 
 
The foundation of Islam is the profession of faith that there is no deity other than God 
and Muhammad is God's Prophet. 
 
Every religion other than Islam is false. 
 
God said, "If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission to Allah), never will 
it be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter He will be in the ranks of those who have lost 
(All spiritual good)." (Qur'an 3:85) 
 
Thus, I am a Muslim and I will not accept any religion but Islam. 
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For Discussion 
 
What is the foundation of Islam? 
 
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words (Islam, hellfire): 
 
Every religion other than _____ is false. Whoever dies outside of Islam enters _____. 
 
God accepts nothing but Islam as a religion. Cite the proof. 
 
Put a check mark next to the occasions when a Muslim recites the profession of faith. 
 
During the call to prayer 
When eating 
After completing the ablution 
After sneezing 
 
For the teacher: 
 
Note the hadith of Mu'adh. When the Prophet sent him to the people of Yemen, he 
ordered him to call upon them first and foremost to profess that there is no deity but God. 
Cited in Al-Bukhari (number 7372) and Muslim (number 19). 
 
Explain the great significance of the two professions of faith, and that they are the first 
gates through which the servant enters Islam. 
 
Give examples of false religions, like Judaism, Christianity, paganism, etc. 
 
Explain that when someone dies outside of Islam, hellfire is his fate. 
 
Lesson goals: 
 

1. For the student to point out the foundation of Islam. 
2. For the student to treasure the religion of Islam. 
3. For the student to understand that any religion other than Islam is false. 
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[PAGE 48] 
 
Lesson Two 
 
True Belief 
 
The meaning of belief in God: 
 
To believe in God means that you believe God is the only deity to be worshipped, 
without any beside Him. You sincerely engage in all forms of worship of God and deny 
them to any object of worship other than Him. You love in God and you hate in God. 
 
This is the creed1 of Abraham, and whoever rejects it debases his soul with folly. This is 
the example God gave: "There is for you an excellent example (to follow) in Abraham 
and those with him, when they said to their people: "We are clear of you and of whatever 
ye worship besides Allah: we have rejected you, and there has arisen, between us and 
you, enmity and hatred for ever, unless ye believe in Allah and Him alone." (Qur'an 
60:4)2 
 
Lesson Instructions: 
 
Belief is not just a word that a person pronounces with the tongue. It consists of speech, 
conviction, and action. 
 
True belief means: 
 

That you believe that God is one, that He has no peer, and that He alone is 
deserving of worship. 

 That you worship God sincerely. 
 That you love the believers and aid them. 

                                                 
1 Creed means faith. The creed of Abraham is the faith of monotheism. 
2 Surah Al-Mumtahinah, verse 4. 
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 That you hate the polytheists and infidels but do not treat them unjustly. 
 
Whoever abandons this faith and rejects the creed of Abraham debases his soul with folly 
and subjects himself to corruption and ruin. God said: "And who turns away from the 
religion of Abraham but such as debase their souls with folly?" (Qur'an 2:130)3 
 
Questions 
 
Question 1: Abraham is the father of the prophets. God sent him to His people to call on 
them to worship God alone. They had been worshipping idols other than God. Abraham 
called on them to worship God alone. But they were stubborn and arrogant, and they 
insisted on worshipping idols. When they came out to celebrate their holiday, Abraham 
smashed their idols. When they learned of this, they started a large fire and threw him 
into it. Do you know what happened to Abraham? The fire did not burn him. God made 
the fire cold and safe for him. 
 
Question 1 [sic]: The story of Abraham demonstrates several aspects of faith. Explain 
them on the basis of the text. 
 
Question 2: What makes belief true? 
 
Question 3: What is someone who has abandoned the creed of Abraham called? 
 
Question 4: What harm does someone who abandons the creed of Abraham do to 
himself? 
 
Question 5: Is belief true in the following instances: 
 

a. A man prays but hates those who are virtuous. 
b. A man professes that there is no deity other than God but loves the infidels. 
c. A man worships God alone and loves the believers. 

 
 

                                                 
3 Surah al-Baqarah, verse 130 
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Lesson Four 
 
It is not permitted to be a loyal friend to those who oppose God and His Prophet 
 
Third: Whoever obeys the Prophet and accepts the oneness of God cannot be loyal to 
those who oppose God and His Prophet, even if they are his closest relatives. 
 
The proof is in the Qur'an: "Thou wilt not find any people who believe in Allah and the 
Last Day, loving those who resist Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their 
fathers or their sons, or their brothers, or their kindred. For such He has written Faith in 
their hearts, and strengthened them with a spirit from Himself. And He will admit them to 
Gardens beneath which Rivers flow, to dwell therein (for ever). Allah will be well 
pleased with them, and they with Him. They are the Party of Allah. Truly it is the Party 
of Allah that will achieve Felicity." (Qur'an 58:22)4 
 
Lesson Instructions: 
 
Loyal friendship means love and aid to God, His Prophet, and the believers in words and 
deeds. It is one of the noblest parts of religion. 
 
The loyalty of the believer who accepts the oneness of God belongs always to God, His 
Prophet, and the believers. 
 
It is forbidden for a Muslim to be a loyal friend to someone who does not believe in God 
and His Prophet, or someone who fights the religion of Islam. 
 
A Muslim, even if he lives far away, is your brother in religion. Someone who opposes 
God, even if he is your brother by family tie, 

                                                 
4 Verse 22 from Surah al-Mujadalah. 
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is your enemy in religion. 
 
The companions [of the Prophet] demonstrated the most astonishing examples of true 
loyalty to God and His religion when they fought against their relatives who battled the 
Prophet. God praised them for this5. 
 
Questions 
 
Question 1: Recalling the proof, is it permissible to love the Jews and the Christians? 
 
Question 2: What is the punishment for the most hateful enemies of God? 
 
Question 3: Give the meaning of loyalty. 
 
Question 4: Give the three issues that every Muslim must learn. 
 
 
 

                                                 
5 See Loyalty and Enmity in Islam, Shaykh Muhammad Bin Sa'id al-Qahtani. 
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[PAGE 93] 
 
Lesson Seven 
 
Funerals 
 
Rules on washing, shrouding, praying for, and burying the dead. 
 
Washing, shrouding, praying for, and burying the dead are a collective duty (if enough 
people perform it, the rest have not sinned). 
 
How to pray for the dead: 
 
There are four recitations of "God is great" in the prayer for the dead. They take the 
following forms: 
 

1. The words "God is great" are recited, then the words "God forbid," then the words 
"In the name of God" (without reciting the opening supplication), then the Fatihah 
[first chapter of the Qur'an]. 

2. The words "God is great" are recited a second time, and prayers are offered for 
the Prophet. 

3. The words "God is great" are recited a third time, and prayers are said for the 
deceased person, his soul, and Muslims. 

4. The words "God is great" are recited followed by a short silence, and then a single 
greeting is offered to the right side. 

 
How to pray for the Prophet: “O God, pray for Muhammad and for the family of 
Muhammad as You prayed for Abraham and for the family of Abraham, for You are 
praiseworthy and glorious. Bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as you 
blessed Abraham and the family of Abraham, for You are praiseworthy and glorious.”
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In one of the prayers for the deceased, you say the following: “O God, forgive him and 
have mercy on him. Heal him and absolve him. Give him bountiful provisions. Widen the 
entrance for him. Wash him with water, snow, and hail. Cleanse him from transgressions 
as white garments are cleansed of dirt. Replace his dwelling with a better dwelling, his 
kin with a better kin, and his spouse with a better spouse. Bring him into paradise. Protect 
him from the corruption of the grave. And save him from the torment of hell.” 
 
Funeral traditions: 
 

1. To walk with the funeral procession until burial in the grave. 
2. To bring the funeral procession quickly to the grave. 
3. To offer condolences to the family of the deceased with a phrase, for example: 

"May God make great your reward, ensure that you receive solace, and forgive 
your deceased." 

4. To visit graves (for men). When visiting the cemetery, one says: "Peace be upon 
you, realm of the believers. God willing, we will join you. God have mercy on 
those of you who arrived early and those who arrived late." 

5. The bereaved says, "We belong to God and to Him we return." 
 
Funeral prohibitions: 
 

1. It is forbidden to be angry upon bereavement, cry out loudly, tear one's clothes, or 
beat one's cheeks or other [parts of the body]. 

2. It is forbidden to sit on graves and walk on them. 
3. It is forbidden to pray at graves, with the exception of the funeral prayer. 
4. It is not good to raise one's voice during the funeral, even in mentioning the name 

of God or reading the Qur'an. 
5. It is forbidden to build mosques on graves.
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Questions 
 
Question 1: Which funeral prayers does one say after the first recitation of "God is 
great"? The second, the third, and the fourth? 
 
Question 2: Explain the rules for the following: 
 

a. Washing the deceased 
b. Condolences 
c. Graveside prayers 
d. Raising one's voice during the funeral 
e. Shrouding the deceased 

 
Question 3: What is one permitted to say in the following cases: 
 

a. When visiting the cemetery 
b. When offering condolences to the family of the deceased 
c. Upon bereavement 

 
Question 4: Give some examples of anger at a time of bereavement 
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Chapter Five 
 
The Kingdom's Efforts on the International Arena 
 
The Issue of Palestine 
 
Regional and International Organizations and Bodies 
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Part One 
 
The Kingdom's Efforts on the International Arena 
 
King Abdulaziz made great efforts to unite the country, ensure its security, and lay the 
foundation for progress. Thanks to the rulers who came after him, development and 
prosperity were achieved in various areas. Yet the efforts of the Kingdom's leaders, from 
its foundation up through the present, have not been limited to internal reforms. They 
have also made great efforts in the international arena. First and foremost among these, 
and an object of the Kingdom's ongoing engagement, are the issue of Palestine and 
international and regional organizations and bodies6. 
 
The Issue of Palestine 
 
Palestine is a part of the Islamic world. It is the location of the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the 
first of the two Qiblas. See Surah 30. 
 
Ever since the Prophet's ascent to heaven, Palestine has been dear to the Arabs in 
particular and to Muslims in general. When Palestine fell under British rule, it gave the 
Jews a chance to achieve their aims. Britain made it easy for them to flee there and laid 
the groundwork for them to organize and train in the use of arms. The Palestinians tried 
to resist the Jews  
 
 
 
Illustration number 30: the Al-Aqsa Mosque

                                                 
6 Regional organizations are organizations that limit membership to countries in a specific region. 
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and their allies. Their jihad almost succeeded, but the American government was biased 
in favor of the Jews and pressured Britain to allow more than 100,000 Jews to enter 
Palestine in a single year. The crimes Zionist gangs committed against Palestinian 
residents caused many of them to flee to neighboring Arab countries. 
 
The Jews Announce the Establishment of Their State 
 
Britain withdrew from Palestine in 1367 (1948), opening the door to the establishment of 
a Jewish state on Arab land in Palestine. And this is what the Jews did. They announced 
the establishment of a state they called the "state of Israel." Performing their duty, Arab 
countries decided on military intervention to help the Palestinians. But circumstances in 
the Arab world and elsewhere did not allow the Arabs to achieve victory over the Jews. 
Most parts of Palestine came under Zionist rule. The Zionists then gained control over the 
rest of Palestine, including Jerusalem, as a result of the 1387 war. See map Figure 31. 
 
The Kingdom's Efforts to Aid the Palestinian Cause 
 
1 - King Abdulaziz tried to convince the leaders of the great powers to save 
 
Figure 31: the division of Palestine in 1967 
 
Additional 
 
Balfour, the British foreign minister, made a promise on November 2, 1917 to give 
Palestine to the Jews as a national homeland if Britain emerged victorious from its war 
against the Ottoman state. Britain did emerge victorious, and the Jews got what they 
wanted. After this, the gates were opened for the Jews to emigrate to Palestine. 
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the Palestinians from injustice. 
 
2 - A division of the Saudi Army was deployed to join the Arab armies and help the 
Palestinians in the 1367 war against the Jews. 
 
3 - The Kingdom has provided ongoing material and moral support to the Palestinians 
and their just cause. Recall some examples of material and moral support that the 
Kingdom gives the Palestinians. 
 
The Palestinians today suffer various forms of oppression under Jewish rule. Those who 
live outside Palestine in camps also suffer various forms of injustice and repression. The 
Palestinians confront grave difficulties. 
 
But God has guaranteed that He will help whoever helps Him. Just as Muslims were 
successful in the past when they came together in a sincere endeavor to evict the 
Christian crusaders from Palestine, so will Arabs and Muslims emerge victorious, God 
willing, against the Jews and their allies if they stand together and fight a true jihad for 
God, for this is within God's power. 
 
God said: "To those against whom war is made, permission is given (to fight), because 
they are wronged;- and verily, Allah is most powerful for their aid..." (Qur'an 22:39) 
 
Who is the Muslim leader who was victorious over the crusaders and liberated Bayt al-
Maqdas [Jerusalem]? 
 
What is the name of the battle in which he triumphed? 
 
Give another verse from the Qur'an that affirms God's aid to the believers. 
 
Cite a noble hadith that explains the qualities of the Jews. 
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Questions 
 
Question 1: Put a check mark after a true statement and an X after a false statement in the 
following exercise: 
 

a. The American government was biased in favor of the Jews. 
b. Britain made it easy for the Jews to emigrate to Palestine. 
c. European nations intervened militarily to help the Palestinians. 
d. The Kingdom gave the Palestinians material and moral support. 

 
Question 2: What is the significance of Palestine to the Arabs in particular and to 
Muslims in general? 
 
Question 3: The Kingdom has made noble efforts to aid the Palestinians. List some of 
them: 
 
Question 4: Give the reason for the following: 
 

a. The Kingdom's participation in the 1367 war against the Jews. 
b. Britain's withdrawal from Palestine in 1367 (1948). 
c. The emigration of many Palestinian residents to neighboring Arab countries. 
d. The Arabs' inability to achieve victory over the Jews. 

 
Question 5: What was the result of the 1387 war? 
 
Activity 
 
With the help of your classmates, write a phrase on a poster that shows your support for 
the Palestinian people and hang it in school. 
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Lesson Fourteen 
 
Chapter: how some members of this [Muslim] nation worship idols 
 
Lesson Goals 
 

1. The student notes some of the Jews' condemnable qualities 
2. The student is warned against imitating the Jews and Christians' excessive veneration of righteous 

men. 
3. The student gives examples of polytheism among members of this nation. 

 
Introduction 
 
The Prophet made it known that polytheism occurs in this nation just as it occurred in earlier nations, and it 
occurred as he said. 
 

1. God said: "Hast thou not turned Thy vision to those who were given a portion of the Book? they 
believe in sorcery and Evil, and say to the Unbelievers that they are better guided in the (right) 
way Than the believers!" (Qur'an 4:51) 

2. God said: "Say: 'Shall I point out to you something much worse than this, (as judged) by the 
treatment it received from Allah? those who incurred the curse of Allah and His wrath, those of 
whom some He transformed into apes and swine, those who worshipped evil...'" (Qur'an 5:60) 

3. And said: "...those who prevailed over their affair said, 'Let us surely build a place of worship over 
them.'" (Qur'an 18:21) 

 
Word Definitions 
 
Word Definition 
Awthan [idols, plural] Idol [singular]: Anything worshipped other than 

God, such as graves, trees, etc. The word "wathan" 
is more general than the word "sanam" [idol]. 

Nasib [share, lot, fate] Share, lot 
Al-Jibt The word refers to an idol, sorcerer, or soothsayer. 
Al-Taghut Here it means the devil. 
Mathwabah [Reward] Reward 
Wa-ja'ala minhum al-qiradah wa-l-khanazir [And he 
made apes and swine out of them] 

They are the people of the Sabbath, whose young 
people God turned into apes, and whose old people 
God turned into swine to punish them7 

 
Lesson Elements 
 
First: Circumstances surrounding the revelation of the first Qur'anic verse [cited above]: 
 
The verse was revealed about Ka'b Bin al-Ashraf and Huyay Bin al-Akhtab, two Jewish scholars. They 
came to the people of Mecca, who asked them, "You are people of the book and men of learning, so tell us 
about ourselves and about Muhammad." They said to them [the people of Mecca], "You are better and 
better guided." They said this out of insult and envy even though they knew that Muhammad was right. 
And then God revealed the verse "Hast thou not turned Thy vision to those who were given a portion of the 
Book?" 

                                                 
7 As cited in Ibn Abbas: The apes are Jews, the people of the Sabbath; while the swine are Christians, the 
infidels of the communion of Jesus. 
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Second: The first verse notes some of the Jews' condemnable qualities:  
 
God told His Prophet, Muhammad, about the Jews, who learned from parts of God's book (the Torah and 
the Gospels) that God alone is worthy of worship. Despite this, they espouse falsehood through idol-
worship, soothsaying, and sorcery. In doing so, they obey the devil. They prefer the people of falsehood to 
the people of the truth out of envy and hostility. This earns them condemnation and is a warning to us not 
to do as they did. 
 
Third: Punishment of the Jews, who gave up their religion 
 
The Jews lost their religion and attacked the religion of Islam, which consists of accepting the oneness of 
God and the worship of Him alone. God told His Prophet Muhammad: Say to those who cast aspersions on 
your religion: has anyone told who will receive the harshest punishment from God on the Day of 
Resurrection? They are the Jews, whom God has cursed and with whom He is so angry that He will never 
again be satisfied [with them]*. Some of the people of the Sabbath were punished by being turned into apes 
and swine. Some of them were made to worship the devil, and not God, through consecration, sacrifice, 
prayer, appeals for help, and other types of worship. Some of the Jews worship the devil. Likewise, some 
members of this nation worship the devil, and not God. 
 
Fourth: Building mosques on graves is an expression of polytheism 
 
The people of the cave were righteous young men who saved their faith from their polytheists among 
whom they lived*. When people discovered the people of the cave and saw the great miracle of their 
resurrection after 309 years, they had various ideas about what to do. Some influential men and orators 
said, "Let us build a mosque for them so that they are well-known and people can come to them and obtain 
blessings from them." This contains obvious elements of forbidden polytheism. For this reason, God chided 
them and warned this nation not to follow the path of the Christians. Some Muslim countries have seen the 
graves of righteous men venerated through the construction of mosques. Graves have even been 
worshipped. In doing this, they [Muslims] imitated the Christians. 
 
Activity 
 
A group of students should prepare the story of the cave-dwellers and present it to their classmates, linking 
it to the lesson. 
 
Evaluation: 
 
Question 1: God said: "Hast thou not turned Thy vision to those who were given a portion of the Book? 
they believe in sorcery and Evil, and say to the Unbelievers that they are better guided in the (right) way 
Than the believers!" 
 

a. What were the circumstances in which this verse was revealed? 
b. Note some condemnable characteristics of the Jews in the verse. 

 
Question 2: God said: "Say: 'Shall I point out to you something much worse than this, (as judged) by the 
treatment it received from Allah? those who incurred the curse of Allah and His wrath, those of whom 
some He transformed into apes and swine, those who worshipped evil...'" 
 
God punished the Jews in several ways for their unbelief and error. Explain the ways.

                                                 
* Translator's note: this is a paraphrase of Qur'an 5:60. 
* Translator's note: the story of the "people of the cave" is told in Qur'an 18. 
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Lesson Fourteen 
 
Evaluation 
 
Question 3 - The excessive veneration of righteous men by building mosques on their graves could lead to 
their worship. 
 
Recall the story in the Surah of the Cave [Qur'an 18] and explain this. 
 
Question 4 - Complete the following expressions with the appropriate words: 
 

a.  "Al-wathan" [idol] is... 
b. "Al-taghut" [devil] means... 
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Chapter, continued: how some members of this nation worship idols 
 
Lesson Goals 
 

1. The student explains the danger of imitating the Jews and Christians 
2. The student lists the consequences of imitating the Jews and Christians. 
3. The student gives examples of imitating the infidels. 

 
4. Abu Sa'id recounted that the Prophet said, "You imitate the ways of those who came before you as one 
feather of an arrow resembles another. If they were to enter the burrow of a lizard, you would also enter it." 
They said, "O Prophet of God, [do you mean] the Jews and the Christians?" He said: "Who else?"8 
 
Word Meanings 
 
Word Definition 
Sunan [ways, customs] Ways 
Hadhwa al-qudhha bi-l-qudhha As one feather of an arrow is like another 
 
Lesson Elements 
 
First: How the ignorant people of this nation imitate the people of the book: 
 
The Prophet swore that this nation follows the ways of the Jews and Christians. He said, "For you imitate 
the ways of those who came before" so that you are like them and the same as they are, just like the feathers 
of an arrow when it is fired. There is nothing that they have done that you would not do. Even if they were 
to enter the burrow of a lizard, you would enter it as well, so closely do you follow the path of those who 
came before you. The Prophet used the example of a lizard's burrow because it is narrow and winding. He 
did this to underscore that the imitation was total. 
 
This hadith showed that ignorant people from this nation will do anything the people of the book do that 
God has condemned. The meaning of this passage is that it is forbidden to follow them. What the Prophet 
spoke of has taken place, and this is a sign of the Prophet's foretelling and miracles. 
 
The Prophet warned against imitating the polytheists. He said, "Whoever imitates a people is one of them."9 
This is because the imitation of their rituals and customs of worship corrupts the religion of Muslims and 
leads them to love, venerate, and admire the enemies of the faith. 
 
We must be careful to avoid imitating non-Muslims in ways that contradict the law of God. We must also 
follow the straight path, praying to God to hold fast to this religion until the day we go to meet Him. 

                                                 
8 Al-Bukhari (number 3456) and Muslim (number 2669). 
9 Abu Daud (number 4031).  
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Lesson Fifteen 
 
Activity 
 
The student writes a composition on the danger of imitating the infidels, giving some examples of imitation 
among the students. He then presents it to his classmates. 
 
Evaluation 
 
Question 1: What is the meaning of the Prophet's statement: "You imitate the ways of those who came 
before you as one feather of an arrow resembles another. If they were to enter the burrow of a lizard, you 
would also enter it." 
 
Question 2: The Prophet said, "Whoever imitates a people is one of them." 
 
Explain the consequences of imitating the polytheists. 
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Hadith 
Forty-Six 
 
When God sent his Prophet Muhammad, He abrogated with his law all [other] laws and 
He commanded all people, including the people of the book, to believe him and to follow 
him. The people of the book should have been the first to believe him because they find 
him in their scriptures. Their prophets had informed them of Muhammad's mission. But 
most of them denied and rejected him. 
 
The clash between this [Muslim] nation and the Jews and Christians has endured, and it 
will continue as long as God wills. In this hadith, Muhammad gives us an example of the 
battle between the Muslims and the Jews. 
 
Narrated by Abu Hurayrah: The Prophet said, "The hour [of judgment] will not come 
until the Muslims fight the Jews and kill them. [It will not come] until the Jew hides 
behind rocks and trees. [It will not come] until the rocks or the trees say, 'O Muslim! O 
servant of God! There is a Jew behind me. Come and kill him. Except for the gharqad, 
which is a tree of the Jews.’" 
 
Al-Bukhari: 103/6, number 2926. Volume: Jihad; Chapter: Fighting the Jews. But it does 
not contain "except for the gharqad..." [The hadith is also cited in] Muslim, including said 
expression: 2239/4, number 2922. Volume: Pertaining to the turmoil and portents of the 
last hour; chapter: The hour [of judgment] will not come until a man passes by a man's 
grave and wishes to take the place of the deceased. 
 
Choose an appropriate title for the hadith and write it in the blank at the top of the page. 
 
Word Meanings 
 
Word Definition 
The hour [of judgment] will not come*  
Gharqad A large tree with thorns 
 
Instructions on the content of the hadith: 
 

1. It is part of God's wisdom that the struggle between the Muslim and the Jews 
should continue until the hour [of judgment]. 

2. The good news for Muslims is that God will help them against the Jews in the 
end, which is one of the signs of the hour [of judgment]. 

                                                 
* The student should clarify the meaning on his own and write it in the space left blank. 
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3. Muslims will triumph because they are right. He who is right is always victorious, 
even if most people are against him. 

4. God will help Muslims if their intentions are sincere, if they are united, if they 
adhere to the law of their Lord, if they obey His judgments, and if they are patient 
and enduring. 

5. Material strength alone is not enough for victory. One must also rely on God and 
depend on Him. 

6. Whoever is with God, God is always with him, even if he should encounter 
various trials and afflictions. What matters is the final outcome. 

7. The Jews and Christians are enemies of the believers, and they cannot approve of 
Muslims. As God said, "Never will the Jews or the Christians be satisfied with 
thee unless thou follow their form of religion. Say: 'The Guidance of Allah,-that is 
the (only) Guidance.' Wert thou to follow their desires after the knowledge which 
hath reached thee, then wouldst thou find neither Protector nor helper against 
Allah." (Qur'an 2:120) One must be wary of them. 

 
Activity 
 
A verse in the Surah Al-Isra [Qur'an 17] showed that the Jews, who are present all over 
the world, will gather in a single place at the end of time to make good on God's promise. 
What is the verse? 
 
The expression "O Muslim! O servant of God!" in the hadith means: 
 
This hadith showed one of the qualities of the Jews. It is: 
 
This statement by God also characterized them by this quality: 
 
(Surah al-Hashr [Qur'an 59], verse:   ) 
 
Help your classmates to give some examples of how our Muslim brothers suffer in 
Palestine and to propose some ways for you to ease their sufferings. 
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Activity 
 
Mark the correct choice 
 
Phrase The hadith shows 

this 
True, but not shown 
by the hadith 

False 

Proof of Judgment 
Day 

   

The crimes of the 
Jews against 
Muslims permit 
Muslims to oppress 
the Jews 

   

The excellence of 
the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque 

   

Jihad continues until 
the Day of 
Resurrection 

   

All creatures are 
subservient to God 

   

The Jews are the 
most hostile people 
toward the believers 

   

If Muslims are true 
to God, He will help 
them to victory even 
if they do not 
perform their duties 

   

 
This hadith demonstrated God's might. How did it show this? 
 
Evaluation 
 

1. What did the Prophet foretell in this hadith? 
2. Who will be victorious at the end of time? 
3. Give four factors in the Muslims' victory over their enemies. 
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Types and Quantities of Blood Money 

 
(A) Blood money for human life 

 
First: Blood money for a free male Muslim 
 

Its quantity is 100 camels 
 
Second: Blood money for a free infidel. 
 

Half of the blood money for a male Muslim, whether or not he is "of the book" or 
not "of the book" (such as a pagan, Zoroastrian, etc.)10 

 
Third: Blood money for a woman 
 

Half of the blood money for a man, in accordance with his religion. The blood 
money for a Muslim woman is half of the blood money for a male Muslim, and 
the blood money for an infidel woman is half of the blood money for a male 
infidel. In cases where less than one third of the blood money is mandated, there 
is no difference in amount for men and women. They are both the same. 

 
Types of blood money 
 
Blood money for a free Muslim man: 100 camels 
 
Blood money for a free Muslim woman: 50 camels 
 
Blood money for an infidel [male] in all cases: 50 camels 
 
Blood money for an infidel woman, half of the blood money for an infidel: 25 camels 
 
 

                                                 
10 For additional information, see the journal Islamic Studies [Al-Buhuth al-Islamiyyah], Number 36, pp. 
21-63. The study deals with blood money for infidels who are not "of the book" with a decision by the 
Permanent Committee. 
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Section Three 
 
Response to those who deny the names and qualities [of God], or deny some of them 
 
There are three types of people who deny the names and qualities [of God]: 
 

1. Al-Jahmiyyah: The followers of Al-Jahm Bin Safwan. They deny all of the names 
and qualities. 

2. Al-Mu'tazilah: The followers of Wasil Bin Atta, who withdrew from the council 
of Al-Hasan al-Basri. They accept the names, but only as expressions devoid of 
meaning. They deny all of the qualities. 

3. Al-Asha'irah11, Al-Maturidiyyah12, and their followers: They accept the names 
and some of the qualities, but they reject others. The ambiguity on which all of 
them built their schools is a refusal to liken God to his creations because, they 
claim, created beings are called by some of the same names and described using 
some of the same qualities. If the name and qualities are the same, this means that 
the truth of what they describe must be the same. This, in their view, entails a 
likening of the created being to the Creator. They have adopted two approaches 
on this issue: 

a. Either they interpret the texts containing the names and qualities on the 
basis of literal meaning, such as interpreting the face [of God] as His 
essence, and His hand as the blessing He bestows; 

b. Or they refer the meanings of these texts to God. They say that God knows 
what they mean, while they believe that they do not mean what their literal 
meaning would suggest. 

 
The first people known to have denied the names and qualities are some of the Arab 
polytheists, about whom God said: "Thus have we sent thee amongst a People before 
whom (long since) have (other) Peoples (gone and) passed away; in order that thou 
mightest rehearse unto them what We send down unto thee by inspiration; yet do they 
reject (Him), the Most Gracious." (Qur'an 13:30) 
 
This verse was revealed under the following circumstances. When the Quraysh heard the 
Prophet mention the Merciful, they rejected this. And God revealed the verse: "yet do 
they reject (Him), the Most Gracious" (Qur'an 13:30). Ibn Jurayr noted that this took 
place during the peace of Al-Hudaybiyyah, when the scribe wrote in the peace accord 
between them and the Prophet, "In the name of God the Merciful and the Beneficent." 
The Quraysh said: 

                                                 
11 Followers of the school of Abu al-Hasan al-Ash'ari before he returned to the school of the Sunnah. They 
did not renounce what he renounced. 
12 Followers of Abu Mansur al-Maturidi. 
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"We do not know who 'the Merciful' is." Ibn Jurayr also recounted, on the authority of 
Ibn Abbas: "The Prophet was praying in a kneeling position, saying, 'O Merciful One, O 
Beneficent One.' The polytheists said, 'He says that he is praying to a single [deity], but 
he is praying to two.' And God revealed: "Say: 'Call upon Allah, or call upon Rahman: by 
whatever name ye call upon Him, (it is well): for to Him belong the Most Beautiful 
Names.'" (Qur'an 17:110) 
 
God said in the Surah Al-Furqan: "When it is said to them, 'Prostrate to (Allah) Most 
Gracious!', they say, 'And what is (Allah) Most Gracious?'" (Qur'an 25:60). 
 
These polytheists are the predecessors of the followers of Al-Jahmiyyah, Al-Mu'tazilah, 
Al-Asha'irah, and everyone who denies the names and qualities that God declared about 
Himself or the Prophet declared [about God]. They are bad predecessors to bad 
successors. 
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The Zionist Movement13 
 
Definition 
 
As a political movement, Zionism aims to gather the Jews, unify them, and move them to 
Palestine in order to establish a Jewish state. 
 
As a religious and intellectual movement, Zionism aims to enable the Jewish race to take 
control of Palestine, suppress the enemies who are its neighbors, and concentrate the 
world's spiritual, cultural, and intellectual power in Zion. 
 
In its general definition, it is a political movement rooted in the Zionist thought of the 
Torah and Talmudic law14. 
 
The Difference between Zionism and Freemasonry 
 
Zionism is linked to Freemasonry, but Zionism is purely Jewish in its form, style, 
content, and people. It serves the aims of the Jews directly. It is the official, executive 
organ for world Jewry. 
 
Freemasonry is covertly Jewish. It puts forward general, humanist slogans, and non-Jews 
may rally to its cause. 
 
It is a secular, atheist, secret movement that serves the Jews indirectly. It is the secret 
power that creates circumstances and conditions for the Jews. As such, it helps Zionism 
to achieve its aims. 
 
The History of Zionism 
 
It is an old idea, and its history begins with the history of the Jews15.

                                                 
13 "Zionist" is an adjective formed from Mount Zion, in Jerusalem, Palestine. It is pronounced Sihyawn 
(Atlas of Palestine). See: Foundations of Zionism in the Jewish religion, Dr. Isma'il al-Faruqi, p. 7. 
14 Zionism, Umar Rushdi, p. 22. 
15 Foundations of Zionism in the Jewish religion, by Dr. Isma'il al-Faruqi, p. 8; The Jews in the Arab 
Nation, Dawud Abd-al-Ghaffur Sinniqrat; The Danger of World Jewry, Abdallah al-Tall, p. 157. 
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But modern Zionism made its appearance in the 19th century AD. In the 19th century, 
Zionism came out into the open as a political movement calling for the gathering of the 
Jews in a homeland of their own. Herzel emerged as the leader of this movement. Under 
his leadership, the Bal* conference was held in Switzerland in 1897. 
 
Basic Elements of Zionist Thought 
 

1. The Jews are God's chosen people and the souls of the tribe of Israel are a part of 
God. Other souls are Satanic souls that are like the souls of animals. 

2. The world belongs to the Israeli. It is his right to rule and he has sovereignty over 
the world in his capacity as God's chosen people above all humankind. 

3. Palestine is the Jews' main target. It is the focal point where their domination of 
the world begins. Their state must be located there because it is the promised land. 

4. Jews in various parts of the world represent a single people with a single origin, 
and this origin goes back to Palestine. As a result, the world's Jews must be 
considered as holding Israeli nationality16. 

 
Goals of the Zionist Movement 
 

1. Instill a fighting spirit among the Jews, as well as religious and nationalist 
fanaticism to challenge [other] religions, nations, and peoples17. 

2. Establish Jewish control over the world. The starting point for this is the 
establishment of their government in the promised land, which stretches from the 
Nile to the Euphrates18. 

3. Incite rancor and rivalry among the great powers so that they fight one another, 
and kindle the fire of war among states so that all states are weakened and their  
state arises19.

                                                 
* Translator's note: The conference was actually held in Basel, Switzerland. 
16 Terrorism and Violence in Zionist Thought, Dr. Isma'il Ahmad Yaghi, p. 11-16. 
17 Short Guide to Religions, Dr. Nasir al-Aql, Dr. Nasir al-Quffari, p. 60. 
18 Popular Encyclopedia, p. 333. 
19 Popular Encyclopedia, p. 333. 
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The Bal Conference, Switzerland 

 
Herzel opened this conference in 1897. We can summarize its resolutions as follows: 
 

1. The conference established a program for the Zionist movement that consisted of 
returning the Kingdom of Israel to its historic borders and restoring the ancient 
homeland of the Jewish people. 

2. It established the basis for the world Zionist organization. 
3. The conference recommended the following actions to achieve Zionist goals: 

a. Increasing Jewish colonization in Palestine as an organized process. 
b. Awakening national consciousness among the world's Jews. 
c. Encouraging various governments to fight the Jews so as to achieve the 

Zionist movement's aims. 
d. Organizing Jewish communities and establishing ties between them by 

founding local and international organizations according to the laws of 
various countries. 

 
The Jewish flag and Jewish national anthem were established at this conference. 
International Zionist committees were founded. Herzel said, "If I were asked to 
summarize the conference's actions, I would call out for all to hear that the Jewish state 
has been founded."20 
 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion 
 
These are secret protocols believed to belong to the above-mentioned Bal conference. 
They were discovered in the 19th century.

                                                 
20 Zionism, Umar Rushdi, p. 73. 
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The Jews have tried to deny them, but there are many proofs of their veracity and their 
origin among the elders of Zion. 
 
The following points summarize the protocols: 
 

1. Undermine the foundation of the existing international community and its systems 
to enable Zionism to gain sole control over the world. 

2. Eliminate Christian nationalities, religions, and nations in particular. 
3. Work to increase the corruption of existing governments in Europe. Zionism 

believes in the corruption and collapse of these governments. 
4. Gain control over the means of publication, propaganda, and newspapers; use 

gold to incite unrest; and exploit people's desires and spread depravity. 
 
The decisive proof of the veracity of the protocols and the infernal Jewish plans they 
contain is that the plans, plots, and conspiracies they list have been carried out. Whoever 
reads the protocols -- and they emerged in the 19th century -- will realize today how 
much of what they described has been implemented21. 
 
Examples of how the Zionists achieve their goals: 
 

1. Sedition, ruses, and conspiracies throughout history. Examples include: 
a. When the Prophet fled to Medina he concluded a treaty with the Jews 

there. They soon reneged on the agreement and began to use their poison 
to encourage divisions among Muslims. They incited the polytheists 
against the Muslims until the Prophet expelled them [the Jews] from 
Medina in disgrace. 

b. Ibn Saba the Jew engaged in sedition against the Caliph Uthman Bin 
Affan. One of the results of his destructive movement was the martyrdom 
of Uthman at the hands of revolutionaries. Ali put up fierce resistance 
against the movement of Saba and he pursued the followers of Ibn Saba22. 

                                                 
21 Danger of World Jewry, Abdallah al-Tall, pp. 140-141. 
22 See Roots of Affliction, pp. 164-165. 
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c. The French Revolution: The Jews exploited the French Revolution to fight 
against religion, break down values, and spread meaningless slogans. They 
had a hand in planning the revolution and its code of morals. 

d. The First World War: The Jews played a role in starting it. 
e. Bringing down the Ottoman Islamic caliphate: the role of the Jews of 

Donma in this is no secret. 
f. The Bolshevik Russian revolution against Tsarist rule. It is known that the 

roots of Marxist thought are Jewish. Karl Marx was a Jew from 
Germany23. 

g. You can hardly find an example of sedition in which the Jews have not 
played a role. 

2. Attempting to inundate peoples with vice and rampant prostitution. The Jews have 
taken control of this trade and they try to spread it. They manage bars in Europe 
and America, as well as in Israel itself24. 

3. Gaining control over literature and the arts; spreading degenerate, pornographic 
literature; and encouraging perverted trends in literature, thought, and the arts. 

4. Gaining control over the film industry in the Western world and elsewhere25. 
5. Fraud, bribery, theft, and swindles. 

 
Destructive Movements that Zionism has used to achieve its aims 
 

1. Freemasonry. This is a secret Jewish organization that works surreptitiously to 
advance larger Jewish interests. Masonry is a deceptive word that fools listeners 
into thinking that it is a noble profession, since it means "free builders" and its 
slogan is "freedom, brotherhood, and equality." 

2. B'nai B'rith, or sons of the covenant. This group was founded in 1834 in America. 

                                                 
23 Pieces on the Chessboard [Pawns in the Game], by William G. Carr, p. 35. 
24 Roots of Affliction, p. 172 ff. 
25 Roots of Affliction, p. 172 ff. 
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3. International Lions Clubs. "Lions" means lions. These are Masonic clubs based in 
America and they have secret agents all over the world. 

 
4. Rotary Clubs. They were founded in 1905 in Chicago, America, and then spread 

all over the world. 
 
The position of Muslim scholars on these dubious organizations: 
 
The Islamic Jurisprudence Assembly in Mecca, headed by His Excellency Shaykh 
Abdallah Bin Hamid, issued a legal ruling at its session on 1398/8/10 (July 15, 1978). It 
defined Freemasonry and its clubs -- such as the Lions and Rotary -- as among the most 
dangerous and destructive organizations for Islam and Muslims. The Islamic 
Jurisprudence Assembly ruled that anyone who joins them with knowledge of their true 
nature and goals is an apostate from Islam and estranged to its people. 
 
The International Islamic Council in Karachi, Pakistan issued a statement on December 
29, 1970 warning Muslims all over the world against taking part in these Zionist clubs 
because they are the offspring of world Freemasonry, which works on behalf of Israel to 
eliminate Islam. 
 
The Fatwa Committee of Al-Azhar issued a statement on May 15, 1985 banning 
membership in these clubs (Rotary) or participation in them because they are among the 
most dangerous destructive organizations working on behalf of Freemasonry and they are 
controlled by Jews and Zionists. 
 
Questions 
 
Question 1: What is meant by Zionism in its general meaning? 
Question 2: What is the difference between Zionism and Freemasonry? 
Question 3: What do you know about the Protocols of the Elders of Zion? 
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4 - It is part of the Sunnah to repeat the greeting ["Peace be upon you"] if two individuals 
part and then meet again when entering or leaving, or if something comes between them 
and they meet again. A statement by the Prophet shows this: "If one of you meets his 
brother, he should greet him. If a tree, a wall, or a rock comes between them, and then he 
meets him again, he should greet him again."26 
 
In another hadith, a man recounted that every time he left and returned, he greeted the 
Prophet and the Prophet responded. He did this three times27. Anas said that the 
companions of the Prophet were walking together. When they encountered a tree or a 
bush, they parted to the right and the left. When they met again on the other side, they 
would greet each other28. 
 
5. Rules for greeting an infidel and responding if he offers a greeting29 
 
The greeting "Peace be upon you" is specifically for believers. It cannot be said to others. 
The Prophet said, "Do not greet the Jews and Christians with the words 'Peace be upon 
you.' If you encounter one of them on the road, force him to the narrow part."30 
 
If one comes to a place where there is a mixture of Muslims and infidels, one should offer 
a greeting intended for the Muslims. Usama Bin Zayd said that the Prophet passed by a 
gathering with a mixture of Muslims and polytheist icon-worshippers, and he greeted 
them31. 
 
If an infidel offers a greeting, one should respond as Anas recounted about the 
companions of the Prophet, who said to the Prophet, "The people of the book greet us. 
How should we respond to them?" He said, "Say: 'And upon you as well'32 but nothing 
more." 
                                                 
26  
27  
28  
29  
30 Muslim, Book of greetings. Chapter "Prohibition on greeting people of the book with the words 'Peace be 
upon you.'" 1707/4 number 2167. The phrase "force him to the narrow part" means: Do not yield to them 
on a narrow road out of honor and respect. It does not mean that if you encounter them on a wide road, you 
should crowd them, for this would inflict harm on them, and we have been prohibited from inflicting harm 
on them without reason (abridged from Fath al-Bari, 40/11). 
31  
32  
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The Crusader Threat 
 
Origin of the Clash between Muslims and Christians 
 
The history of the clash between Christianity and Islam goes back to the conquest of Bayt 
al-Maqdas [Jerusalem] under the Caliph Umar Bin al-Khattab, when the Muslims 
conquered the land of Al-Sham [present-day Syria, Lebanon, and Israel] and eliminated 
the Christian state of the Romans there. Hercules left Al-Sham, saying, "Farewell to you 
forever, Syria." The Christians saw that Islam had put up a barrier to the expansion of 
Christianity. Islam then spread to countries that had been dominated by Christianity, such 
as Al-Sham, Egypt, and North Africa. The power of Islam was what frightened Europe, 
especially when Islamic armies at the time of the Seljuk state, in the fifth century AH, 
threatened the Byzantine Empire in Constantinople and almost destroyed it. 
 
Beginning of the Crusades 
 
The crusades began in the fifth century AH. The first to call for them was Peter the 
Hermit and Pope Gregory VII. After his death, he was succeeded by Pope Urban II. It 
was he who strove to unite the Christians of Europe to fight the Muslims. This took place 
in the year 489 AH (1095 AD). This is when the first crusade began. The crusades 
continued up through the eighth crusade. The crusaders succeeded in gaining control of 
Bayt al-Maqdas [Jerusalem] and large parts of Al-Sham. They set up principalities in all 
of the following places: Al-Raha, Antioch, Jerusalem, Akka, and other areas of Al-Sham. 
 
Later, Sultan Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi fought a jihad against them until he managed to 
defeat them in the battle of Hittin in 583 AH. After this, the influence of the crusaders in 
Al-Sham went into eclipse until their state vanished, two centuries after the beginning of 
the first crusade. 
 
Results of the Ancient Crusades 
 
If we examine the immediate aim of the crusades, which was to gain control of Palestine, 
we find that it did not produce any 
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result despite the money and men that Europe lost. The Muslims remained in control of 
the places that the Christians wanted to take over at any cost. 
 
The following points summarize the most important results of the crusades: 
 
1 - The military confrontation with the Islamic world failed. 
 
2 - Thanks to the contact that took place between the cultured, civilized world of Islam 
and the world of Christianity in Europe, which was backward and barbaric, Europeans 
began to bring the culture and material progress of Islam to their countries. 
 
3 - Europe's amazement at the Islamic world's riches and material possibilities gave them 
the idea of returning to Muslim lands with a new plan beyond a military campaign. 
 
4 - The crusades resulted in geographic discoveries, attention to Islam, the establishment 
of orientalism, the translation of books by Muslims about medicine and experimental 
science, the transfer of these books to Europe, and the beginning of the modern European 
Renaissance. 
 
Groups that encouraged the return to the Islamic East in the Middle Ages 
 
One stage of the crusades ended with the expulsion of the last crusaders' troops in Akka 
in a war led by Sultan Khalil Bin Qalawun. This weakened the papacy and significantly 
undermined Europe's religious and political unity. After this, Europe strongly desired to 
return once again to the Islamic East. Interested parties began to plan a new invasion of 
the Islamic world using new methods. The leaders in this effort were: 
 
1 - The Church: 
 
After the church lost control of its people in Europe, it began to look for a new region to 
spread its distorted faith. This led to the beginning of so-called Christian proselytizing in 
Muslim lands. 
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2 - Businessmen, who had been amazed at the East's products and raw materials. Western 
companies were founded such as the East India Trading Company. They sought 
economic concessions in the lands of Islam. Their actions paved the way for colonialism. 
 
3 - Politicians and Kings of Europe. They sought new markets for their countries' trade, 
as well as ports, concessions, and new lands to add to their countries. This resulted in the 
European colonization of many Muslim countries. All of the afore-mentioned were aided 
in their endeavor by orientalists, who served the church by studying the Islamic East, 
analyzing its weaknesses, and trying to sow doubt among its people in their beliefs and 
principles. 
 
They served colonialism by reporting on the countries they visited as travelers. They 
worked as spies for their governments and countries, revealing the faults and weaknesses 
of Muslims. 
 
The new approach to the crusades 
 
The new approach to the crusades took several forms, including: 
 
1 - Proselytizing (Christianization): undertaken by the church and supported by Christian 
governments. 
 
2 - Orientalism: undertaken by scholars and intellectuals to serve the church and 
Christian governments. 
 
3 - Military colonialism. 
 
These actions satisfied the desires of the church, politicians, and businessmen. That is 
why these groups banded together and helped one another. 
 
Proselytizing (Christianization): 
 
Definition of Christianization: Christianization is a colonialist political movement that 
emerged after the failure of the crusades as a desire to spread 
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Christianity among various nations in the third world in general, and among Muslim in 
particular, with the aim of gaining control over these peoples33. Its goal is to convert 
Muslims from their religion to Christianity. The church makes vigorous efforts to achieve 
this goal. The American Christianizer Robert Machs [sic] says, "Our efforts to 
Christianize the Muslims will not stop until the cross is raised over Mecca and Sunday 
mass is said in Medina."34 
 
Areas of Missionary Activity 
 
1 - Health services 
 
This activity consists of establishing Christian hospitals and clinics and sending out 
traveling doctors. As one of the Christianizers said, "Where you find people, you find 
pain. And where there's pain, there's a need for a doctor. And where there's a need for a 
doctor, there's an appropriate opportunity for missionary activity [Christianization]."35 
 
One of the first examples was the American Medical Mission in Sivas, Turkey in 1859. 
 
After 1875, crusader medical centers were established in Gaza, Nablus, and other cities in 
Syria and Palestine. 
 
2 - The establishment of churches, monasteries, and convents 
 
This has taken place in every Islamic country where there are Christians, even if they can 
be counted on the fingers of one hand. They have even established churches in countries 
where there are no Christians among the original inhabitants36. 
 
3 - The establishment of schools 
 
They founded many schools in the Islamic world at various educational levels. These 
include: the American Universities of Beirut and Cairo, the Jesuit University, Robert 
College in Istanbul, Gordon [Memorial] College in Khartoum, and others too numerous 
to mention. 

                                                 
33 Attempts at Christianization in the Gulf, Dr. Abd-al-Aziz al-Askar, p. 13. 
34 The Advance on Mecca, Dr. Abd-al-Wadud Shibli, p. 13. 
35 Proselytizing and Colonialism, Khalidi wa-Farrukh, p. 59.   
36 Attempts at Christianization in the Arab Gulf Countries, p. 55 ff. 
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4 - Social services 
 
These include homes for orphans, the elderly, widows, divorced women, etc. 
 
5 - The establishment of radio stations broadcasting to Muslim countries in their 
languages 
 
The radio station Voice of Forgiveness, Radio Cyprus in Nicosia, Radio Monte Carlo, 
Voice of the Good News Radio in Addis Ababa, and Vatican Radio. 
 
6 - Printed materials and books calling people to Christianity 
 
Missionary (Christianizers) Conferences 
 
They are numerous and include: 
 
1 - The missionary conference in Cairo in 1906 AD led by the priest Zwemer. Conference 
participants pointed to the need to use the following methods in missionary activities: 
 

a. Using music, which affects Easterners deeply 
b. Establishing widespread medical missions 
c. Teaching missionaries colloquial dialects used by Muslims, both theoretically and 

practically. 
d. Missionaries should speak to ordinary Muslims in accordance with their level of 

intellect and education 
e. Missionaries should address ordinary Muslims in a melodious voice. 

 
2 - The Colorado Conference in America in 1977. This was one of the biggest and most 
dangerous conferences. It was attended by 150 participants, including the most prominent 
leaders of Christianization in the world. Conference results included the collection of $1 
billion for Christianization and the proposal of a collective Christianization plan for 
Muslim. Some of its consequences were felt in Indonesia. 
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Some of the issues raised by missionaries in Muslim societies: 
 
1 - Planting doubts about the Islamic creed and the prophecy of Muhammad. 
 
2 – Combating the classical Arabic language. 
 
3 - Raising women's issues. 
 
4 - Distorting Islamic history. 
 
Questions 
 
1 - Talk about the results of the ancient crusades. 
 
2 - Talk about the groups that encouraged the return to the Islamic East in the Middle 
Ages. 
 
3 - What is missionary activity? What is its goal? Give three areas of missionary activity. 
120 
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Third: Islamic Culture 
 
Jihad in the Path of God 
 
Definition of Jihad 
 
Jihad is defined in the dictionary as a noun formed on the basis of the words "jahd" and 
"juhd." These mean [respectively] "energy" and "hardship." The verb "jahada" is used in 
reference to a riding animal to signify that someone has inflicted hardship on it and 
pushed it beyond its capacity. 
 
The word "ijtihad" means to exert force and effort. 
 
In Islamic law, however, the word "jihad" has two usages: 
 

a. One usage is specific. It means "to exert effort to wage war against unbelief, 
oppression, injustice, and those who perpetrate it." 

b. Another is general. Shaykh-al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah defined it as follows: "Jihad 
is truly the effort to acquire the faith and virtuous action that God loves, and to 
drive away the unbelief, depravity, and rebellion that God hates."37 

 
Additionally, all of the efforts the believer makes to believe in God and obey Him; to 
resist evil, corruption, and deviance; to wrestle with the spirit to make it stand upright in 
God's faith; and to wrestle with Satan to drive away his insinuations -- all of this is jihad 
in the path of God. 
 
Categories of Jihad 
 
In its general usage, "jihad" is divided into the following categories: 
 

1. Wrestling with the spirit. This is done by equipping oneself with knowledge of 
Islamic law, which illuminates vision and clarifies the way. One then wrestles 
with the spirit to make it stand upright through righteous works that rest on 
correct knowledge. 
Jihad of the spirit includes wrestling with the spirit to control the whims and 
reflexes that encourage immersion in forbidden desires. God said, "And those 
who strive in Our (Cause), We will certainly guide them to Our Paths"38* 

                                                 
37 See Collection of Fatwas, vol. 10, p. 191. 
38 Qur'an 29:69. 
* Translator's note: The Arabic verb translated here as "strive in our (cause)" is "jahada," from which the 
verbal noun "jihad" is formed. 
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Jihad of the spirit also includes giving money to charitable causes in general, and 
preparation for battle [qital] in particular. God says, "Whatever ye shall spend in 
the Cause of Allah, shall be repaid unto you, and ye shall not be treated 
unjustly."1 
 

2. Wrestling with the devil by fending off the misleading doubts and forbidden 
desires the devil casts into the soul. 

 
3. Wrestling with sinners by commanding them to virtue and forbidding them from 

vice, directing them, guiding them correctly, and advising them on the best course 
of action. 

 
4. Wrestling with hypocrites by commanding them to virtue and forbidding them 

from vice, exposing their errors and false rumors, and revealing the falsity of their 
claims. 

 
5. Wrestling with the infidels by calling them to the faith and battling  against them2. 

 
The Virtue of Jihad in the Path of God 
 
Jihad in the path of God -- which consists of battling against unbelief, oppression, 
injustice, and those who perpetrate it -- is the summit of Islam. This religion arose 
through jihad and through jihad was its banner raised high. It is one of the noblest acts, 
which brings one closer to God, and one of the most magnificent acts of obedience to 
God. Jihad was decreed under Islamic law to raise up the word of God and carry the call 
to the faith to all people. There are many verses in the Qur'an and hadith that demonstrate 
this virtue. God says, "Allah hath purchased of the Believers their persons and their goods; for 
theirs (in return) is the Garden (of Paradise): they fight in His Cause, and slay and are slain: a 
promise binding on Him in Truth, through the Law, the Gospel, and the Qur'an: and who is more 
faithful to his Covenant than Allah? Then rejoice in the bargain which ye have concluded: that is 
the achievement supreme."3 God says, "Those who believe, and suffer exile and strive with might and 
main, in Allah's cause, with their goods and their persons, have the highest rank in the sight of Allah: they 
are the people who will achieve (salvation). Their Lord doth give them glad tidings of a Mercy from 
Himself, of His good pleasure, and of Gardens for them, wherein are delights that endure: They will dwell 
therein forever. Verily in Allah's presence is a reward, the greatest (of all)."4 God said, "Think not of 
those who are slain in Allah's Way as dead. Nay, they live, finding their sustenance in the Presence of their 
Lord; They rejoice in the Bounty provided by Allah: and with regard to those left behind, who have not yet 
joined them (in their bliss), the (Martyrs) glory in the fact that on them is no fear, nor have they (cause to) 
grieve. They glory in the Grace and the Bounty from Allah, and in the fact that Allah suffereth not the 
reward of the Faithful to be lost (in the least)."5 

                                                 
1 Qur'an 8:60 
2 See: Zad al-Ma'ad, Ibn al-Qayyim, 5/2 ff. 
3 Qur'an 9:111. 
4 Qur'an 9:20-22 
5 Qur'an 3:169-171 
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Abu Hurayrah stated that the Prophet was asked, "What is the most virtuous act?" He said, "Belief in God 
and his Prophet." It was said, "And then what?" He said, "Jihad in the way of God."1 
 
This hadith is also cited on the authority of Anas, with the chain of transmission traced 
back to the Prophet with a break: "A single endeavor (of fighting) in Allah's Cause in the 
forenoon or in the afternoon is better than the world and whatever is in it."2 
 
Rules of Jihad 
 
Muslim scholars have agreed that jihad to spread the faith of God is an obligation, but it 
is a collective obligation. If a sufficient number of people undertake it, those who remain 
have not committed a sin. This is in accordance with God's word: "Not equal are those 
believers who sit (at home) and receive no hurt, and those who strive and fight in the 
cause of Allah with their goods and their persons. Allah hath granted a grade higher to 
those who strive and fight with their goods and persons than to those who sit (at home)."3 
 
Ibn Qudama said, "This shows that those who sit at home have not committed a sin if 
others fight the jihad."4 
 
God said, "Nor should the Believers all go forth together: if a contingent from every 
expedition remained behind, they could devote themselves to studies in religion, and 
admonish the people when they return to them,- that thus they (may learn) to guard 
themselves (against evil)."5 God has forbidden Muslims to go to jihad en masse and 
urged them to mobilize a group from each community of them that will undertake the 
obligation of jihad, which frees the other group [from this obligation]. 
 
Situations in which jihad is obligatory 
 
Scholars have noted that jihad is obligatory for the individual in three cases: 
 

1. If the two lines [of troops] have met, it is forbidden for those who are present to 
leave. God says, "O ye who believe! when ye meet the Unbelievers in hostile 
array, never turn your backs to them. If any do turn his back to them on such a 
day - unless it be in a stratagem of war, or to retreat to a troop (of his own) - 

                                                 
1 Al-Bukhari, Book of Faith, Chapter "Who said that faith is action" 77/1 number 26 [USC-MSA, Sahih 
Bukhari, Volume 1, Book 2, Number 25]. Also in Muslim, Book of Faith, Chapter "Belief in Allah is the 
Best of Deeds" 88/1 number 83 [USC-MSA, Sahih Muslim, Book 001, Number 0148]. 
2 Al-Bukhari, Book of Jihad, Chapter "An endeavor (of fighting) in the forenoon and the afternoon in the 
path of God" 13/6 number 2792 [USC-MSA, Sahih Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 52, Number 50]. Muslim, 
Book of Government, Chapter "Merit of leaving for jihad in the morning and evening" 1499/3 number 
1880 [USC-MSA, Sahih Muslim, Book 020, Number 4639]. 
3 Qur'an 4:95. 
4 Al-Mughanna, 6/13, 7. 
5 Qur'an 9:122. 

 104



[PAGE 59] 
 
he draws on himself the wrath of Allah, and his abode is Hell,- an evil refuge 
(indeed)!"49 

2. If the infidels attack a specific country, it is obligatory for its people to fight them 
and repel them. Self-defense is a duty. God said, "Fight in the cause of Allah 
those who fight you, but do not transgress limits; for Allah loveth not 
transgressors."50 

3. If the ruler calls on a people to mobilize, they must mobilize. God said, "O ye 
who believe! what is the matter with you, that, when ye are asked to go forth in 
the cause of Allah, ye cling heavily to the earth? Do ye prefer the life of this 
world to the Hereafter? But little is the comfort of this life, as compared with the 
Hereafter. Unless ye go forth, He will punish you with a grievous penalty, and put 
others in your place; but Him ye would not harm in the least. For Allah hath 
power over all things."51 

 
When is battle jihad in the path of God? 
 
Battle can only pursue two aims: 
 

1. To fulfill an order from God, sacrifice in His path, spread the creed of 
monotheism, defend the realms of Islam and Muslims, and raise up the word of 
God. This is jihad in the path of God. 

2. The goal may be different, as is the case with someone who fights out of courage, 
zeal, nationalism, a desire for money, and other false slogans and schools of 
thought. This is not [jihad] in the path of God. The Prophet was asked about a 
man who fights out of courage, zeal, and showmanship. Is this in the path of God? 
He said, "He who fights so that the word of God is supreme is [fighting] in the 
path of God."52 

 
Jihad continues until the Day of Resurrection 
 
It is part of God's wisdom that he made the clash between truth and falsehood continue 
until the Day of Resurrection. As long as this clash endures, jihad continues. It is not 
limited to a specific time. As long as there is falsehood, error, and unbelief, the jihad 
continues. Its virtue endures in accordance with each time and place. God said, "Nor will 
they cease fighting you until they turn you back from your faith if they can..."53 
 
 
                                                 
49 Qur'an 8:15-16. 
50 Qur'an 2:190. 
51 Qur'an 9:38-39. 
52 Al-Bukhari, Book of Jihad, Chapter "He who fights so that the word of God is supreme" 28/6 number 
2810 [USC-MSA, Sahih Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 52, Number 65]. Muslim, Book on Government, 
Chapter on One who fights that the word of Allah is exalted fights in the way of Allah ,1512/3 number 
1904 [USC-MSA, Sahih Muslim, Book 020, Number 4685]. 
53 Qur'an 2:217. 



 
 

 
 
 

 106



 

 107



 
 
 
 

 108



 
 

 109



 

 110


