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The Premiers of each province and territory 
have joined together to create the new literacy 
award. This award is to recognize outstanding 
achievement and excellence in literacy in each 
province and territory. The award is called 
Council of the Federation literacy award because 
that is the group name the premiers use when 
they work together to strengthen Canada.

2005 was the first year for the special 
medallions to be given out but they plan 
to make it an annual tradition. There were 
14 award winners and eleven of them were 
learners. The winner in Prince Edward Island 
was a learner named Dianne Smith.

Dianne has been a hard worker all her life but 
she realized that education would be the key 
to a better life for herself and her two children. 
Although she left school in grade nine, Dianne 
was successful in many different jobs including 
farming, home care, cleaning and running 
several of her own businesses. After getting 
through an illness and surgery she made the 
decision to return to school.

With help from volunteer tutors, Dianne 
attended adult education classes and received 
her GED the day before her 50th birthday. 
She had to work hard to overcome a variety 
of learning difficulties. At the same time, she 
had to hold down a full-time job and care for 
her family. Dianne never turns away from a 
challenge. Her ambition and determination 

has paid off. She is now the proud owner of a 
licensed community care facility that bears her 
name: Smith Lodge.

continued on next page

Dianne Smith receives the PEI Council of the 
Federation Award from Premier Pat Binns in 
September 2005. She says she went back to 
school because it was time to work smarter 
not harder.

Premiers honour adult learners



2

Learners in Action Winter 2006

(cover story article continued)

She has been involved in all aspects of 
managing this new business from doing the 
renovations, to catering for large numbers of 
her clients and running special events for the 
15 residents. Smith Lodge has a reputation for 
quality, thanks to Dianne’s hard work and her 
personal touch.

Dianne continues to seek new learning 
opportunities and encourages others to improve 
their literacy skills. In addition to her active 
role in the community of Charlottetown, 
Dianne is now the Learner Spokesperson 
and a Board member with the Movement for 
Canadian Literacy.

Learning Difficulties?
Have you ever wondered why learning 
was so hard for you? Perhaps you have a 
learning disability. A learning disability (LD) 
is a disorder that affects people’s ability to 
interpret what they see and hear - or to link 
information from different parts of the brain. 
Although the person with an LD has average 
or above-average intelligence, the disability 
becomes noticeable in academic and social 
situations. LDs don’t need to prevent you from 
living a productive and happy life. LDs affect 
approximately 10% of the population (that’s 3 
million Canadians) so you’re not alone!

Awards
MCL salutes all the recipients and nominees 
for the first annual Council of the Federation 
Literacy Awards. In 2006 you can nominate 
yourself or someone you know for the award 
in your province or territory. Look for the 
announcement in Spring 2006 or watch the 
website at: http://www.councilofthefederation.ca/
literacyaward/literacy.htm

Canada Post has also been honouring literacy 
teachers, learners and programs for over 10 
years. Nominations are usually in the Spring. 
Stay tuned by visiting: http://www.canadapost.
ca/personal/corporate/about/community/literacy/
literacy_awards/default-e.asp

Source for LD Support
You can find out about the learning 
disabilities association nearest to you by 
checking the national website at

   www.ldac-taac.ca.

While you are at the LDAC website, be sure 
to check their latest “readability” features. 
Their website offers a voice that will read 
the text out loud. You can also make the 
words larger or smaller according to what 
works best. You can even change the colour 
settings to make it easier!

On January 23, 2006, be sure to VOTE!! 
Check out the Learner Voting Guide at www.literacy.ca.
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