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General Characteristics

●     About 1.5 to 1.9 million children United States students (grades K through 12) 
were home educated in 2000-2001, and the number continues to grow (Lines, 
1991; Ray, 1992, 1997).  

●     Teaching specific philosophical or religious values, controlling social interactions, 
developing close families, and high level academics are the most common reasons 
for home schooling.  

●     One researcher (Knowles, 1988) has linked the life histories (e.g, positive or 
negative experiences) of parents to their rationales for home educating their own 
children.  

●     Home educators are able to be flexible and tailor the curriculum to the needs of 
their children. 

Academics 

●     A nationwide study (Ray, 1990), using a random sample of 1,516 families from 
one organization's membership, found home educated students to be scoring, on 
average, at or above the 80th percentile in all areas on standardized achievement 
tests. Note: The national average on standardized achievement tests is the 50th 
percentile. 

●     Wartes (1989) found that home school students in Washington consistently score 
at the 66th percentile on the Stanford Achievement Test, with their strongest 
scores in science, listening, vocabulary, and word reading.  

●     Home education students in Montana scored at the 72nd percentile on 
standardized achievement tests (Ray, 1990).  

●     The State of Tennessee (1988) reported that the home educated in that state 
averaged about the 83rd percentile in reading and about the 77th percentile in 
math on standardized achievement tests.  

●     The state of Oregon (1988) found that 73% of the home school students who 
were tested scored above average. Note: The national average is for 50% to 
score above average.  

●     The research findings are consistent that the home educated do equal to or better 
than conventional school students on achievement tests. 
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Social and Emotional Adjustment 

●     Dr. Johnson (1991) concluded that home educators carefully address the 
socialization needs of their children in every area studied (i.e., personal identity, 
personal destiny, values and moral development, autonomy, relationships, 
sexuality, and social skills).  

●     Studying actual observed behavior, Dr. Shyers (1992) found the home educated 
had significantly lower problem behavior scores than do their conventional school 
agemates. And the home educated have positive self-concepts.  

●     Dr. Taylor (1986) found that the home educated have significantly higher self 
concepts than those in public schools. 

●     The home schooled are well adjusted socially and emotionally like their private 
school comparison group. The home educated, however, are less peer dependent 
than the private school students (Delahooke, 1986).  

●     Dr. Montgomery (1989) found that home schooled students are just as involved in 
out-of-school and extracurricular activities that predict leadership in adulthood as 
are those in the comparison private school (that was comprised of students more 
involved than those in public schools). 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

The National Home Education Research Institute gathers and distributes a wealth of 
information and NHERI is actively engaged in collecting and analyzing original research 
data. Most of the research cited in this sheet is explained and fully documented in Home 
Schooling on the Threshold and the Home Centered Learning Annotated Bibliography 
available from NHERI. 

A subscription to the journal Home School Researcher will keep you abreast of the ever-
growing body of research in the area of home education. A subscription to this quarterly 
journal is $25 for an individual or $40 for an organization or library. 

Tax-deductible donations greatly assist the essential work of the non-profit, 501(c)(3), 
NHERI.
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