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The state’s investment in research
represents a small but important
share of total dollars spent on
research and development at Ohio’s
universities. The big money for
research is at the federal level –
primarily involving funding provided
by the National Science Foundation
and the National Institutes of Health.
According to the National Science
Foundation, almost $1 billion ($992
million) was spent on research and
development activities at Ohio’s

Why Should the State Invest in
University Research?
Research… The term evokes images of
laboratories, scientists in white lab
coats and test tubes. It brings to mind
the possibilities of new discoveries and
inventions that can make life longer,
richer …. and easier. Although
everyone understands the importance
of research at a conceptual level,
policymakers may ask: Why should
the state invest in research?

There are three primary reasons why
the state should continue to invest in
research:

The State’s Investment Leverages
Federal and Industrial Research
Dollars

♦ The state’s investment leverages
larger federal and industrial
research  grants;

♦ As the primary teaching mode for
training graduate students,
research is a critically important
part of workforce development for
high-value jobs;

♦ Research provides the foundation
for a high proportion of the
innovations that lead to new
commercial products, and new
jobs.
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This brief will look at the reasons the
state should continue to invest in
research. In addition, the paper will
provide information about how funding
is used for a typical laboratory, and it
will highlight a few of the exciting
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research projects currently being
carried out at Ohio’s universities.

doctorate granting institutions during
FY 2001.

The money that Ohio invests in
research is important in leveraging
funding at the federal level. In
particular, Research Challenge has
had a dramatic impact on the amount
of federal dollars that have come to
Ohio for research (leveraging ratio =
$10 in federal support for every $1
invested by the State of Ohio since FY
1986). The chart below shows how
money for academic research has been
increasing since the advent of several
Regents’ research intiatives in the mid
1980’s. Universities are able to use the
money provided through Research
Challenge as start-up grants for young
researchers, or to enhance and hone
research proposals.

The General Assembly’s investment in
Research Challenge enables research
proposals from Ohio faculty members
to be more competitive for federal
grants. For example, the University of
Cincinnati used $120,000 in funding
it received from the state through
Research Challenge to provide start-
up funds for one of its assistant
professors, Daniel B. Oerther, Ph.D.
Using the state’s start-up investment,
Dr. Oerther has been able to bring in
over $550,000 in federal grants from
the National Science Foundation and
the U.S. EPA.
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