
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Cecil J. Picard
State Superintendent of Education

Released Test Items:
Sample Student Work Illustrating LEAP 21

Achievement Levels

July 2004



0 Grade 8 Social Studies Sample Items and Student Work—2004

LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

Ms. Glenny Lee Buquet
President
3rd District

Mr. Walter Lee
Vice President
4th District

Ms. Linda Johnson
Secretary-Treasurer
8th District

Ms. Penny Dastugue
1st District

Ms. Louella Givens
2nd District

Dr. James Stafford
5th District

Ms. Polly Broussard
6th District

Mr. Dale Bayard
7th District

Mr. Edgar Chase
Member-at-Large

Ms. Leslie Jacobs
Member-at-Large

Ms. Mary Washington
Member-at-Large

Ms. Weegie Peabody
Executive Director

For further information, contact
Scott Norton or Claudia Davis

Division of Student Standards and Assessments
225-342-3406, scott.norton@la.gov
225-342-3393, claudia.davis@la.gov

This public document was printed at a cost of $2,520. Two thousand five hundred (2,500) copies of this
document were printed in this first printing at a cost of $2,520. The total cost for the printing of this
document, including reprints, was $2,520. This document was printed by the Louisiana Department of
Education, Office of Student and School Performance, Division of Student Standards and Assessments, P.O.
Box 94064, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9064, by Data Recognition Corporation, 13490 Bass Lake Road,
Maple Grove, Minnesota 55311. This material was printed in accordance with the standards for printing by
State Agencies established pursuant to R.S. 43:31.

The Louisiana Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of sex in any of the education
programs or activities that it operates, including employment and admission related to such programs and
activities. The Department is required by Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX) and its
implementing regulations not to engage in such discrimination. The Department’s Title IX Coordinator is:
John J. Guilbeau, Deputy Undersecretary, Louisiana Department of Education, Executive Office of the
Superintendent; 1201 North Third Street, 5th Floor, Room 5-233, Baton Rouge, LA 70802; Post Office Box
94064, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064; Telephone: (225)342-2098, mail: john.guilbeau@la.gov. All inquiries
pertaining to the Department’s policy prohibiting discrimination based on sex or to the requirements of Title IX
and its implementing regulations can be directed to Mr. Guilbeau or to the United States Department of
Education, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights.



1Grade 8 Social Studies Sample Items and Student Work—2004

Louisiana Educational Assessment Program
for the 21st Century (LEAP 21)

GRADE 8 SAMPLE ITEMS AND STUDENT WORK
2003–2004

LEAP 21 is an integral part of the Louisiana school and district accountability
system passed by the state legislature and signed into law in 1997. The
primary purposes of the accountability system are to raise expectations for
achievement for all Louisiana public school students and to improve public
education in the state.

In March 2004, students in grade 8 took LEAP 21 English Language Arts,
Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies tests. The test scores are combined
with other relevant data to create school and district accountability scores,
which serve as a means of measuring educational quality and improvement in
educational programs over time.

This document is part of a series of materials meant to promote understanding
of knowledge and skills students must have and the kinds of work they must
produce to be successful on the LEAP 21. A list of other documents providing
background and further information on the LEAP 21 tests can be found on the
Louisiana Department of Education Web site at www.louisianaschools.net.

LEAP 21 Reports

Louisiana’s grade 8 students are tested each year in March. Individual student,
school, district, and state test results are released in phases in May and July.
School and district accountability results are reported in the fall.

For LEAP 21, student scores are reported at five achievement levels: Advanced,
Mastery, Basic, Approaching Basic, and Unsatisfactory. The percentage of
students scoring at each level is reported for individual schools, districts, and
the state. General definitions for achievement levels are given on page 2.
Specific definitions of achievement levels for the Social Studies test were
published in the 2000 Released Items documents. The achievement level
definitions for all content areas can be found on the Louisiana Department of
Education Web site at www.louisianaschools.net. Click on the “Testing” link
below the tabs at the top of the page, then on the “Achievement Levels” link at
the left of the page.
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LEAP 21
General Achievement Level Definitions

Achievement Level Definition

Advanced
A student at this level has demonstrated superior
performance beyond the level of mastery.

Mastery
A student at this level has demonstrated competency over
challenging subject matter and is well prepared for the next
level of schooling.

Basic
A student at this level has demonstrated only the
fundamental knowledge and skills needed for the next level
of schooling.

Approaching Basic
A student at this level has only partially demonstrated the
fundamental knowledge and skills needed for the next level
of schooling.

Unsatisfactory
A student at this level has not demonstrated the
fundamental knowledge and skills needed for the next level
of schooling.

Purpose of This Document

This document presents student work in the Social Studies test, which was
completed as part of a LEAP 21 assessment. The document includes
multiple-choice and constructed-response items that exemplify what students
scoring at specified achievement levels should know and be able to do. A
discussion of each item highlights the knowledge and skills it is intended to
measure, as well as strengths and weaknesses in the student work on the item.

As you review the items, it is important to remember that a student’s
achievement level is based on his or her total test score (cumulative score for all
questions in the test) in a content area, not on one particular item or section,
and that sample items included in this report represent a small portion of the
body of knowledge and skills measured by the LEAP 21 tests. Additional items
will be released in future years of the LEAP 21.
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Social Studies

The grade 8 LEAP 21 Social Studies test is composed of sixty multiple-choice
and four constructed-response items. A student earns one point for each
correct answer to a multiple-choice item and from 0 to 4 points for the answer
and work shown for each constructed-response item.

The general scoring rubric for constructed-response items is:

Score Description

4

S The student’s response demonstrates in-depth understanding of the
relevant content and/or procedures.

S The student completes all important components of the task
accurately and communicates ideas effectively.

S Where appropriate, the student offers insightful interpretations
and/or extensions.

S Where appropriate, the student uses more sophisticated reasoning
and/or efficient procedures.

3

S The student completes most important aspects of the task
accurately and communicates clearly.

S The student’s response demonstrates an understanding of major
concepts and/or processes, although less important ideas or details
may be overlooked or misunderstood.

S The student’s logic and reasoning may contain minor flaws.

2
S The student completes some parts of the task successfully.
S The student’s response demonstrates gaps in conceptual

understanding.

1
S The student completes only a small portion of the task and/or

shows minimal understanding of the concepts and/or processes.

0
S The student’s response is incorrect, irrelevant, too brief to

evaluate, or blank.

Note: It is important to recognize that score points for constructed-response
items and LEAP 21 achievement levels do not share a one-to-one
correspondence. For example, it should not be assumed that a student who
scores at the Advanced level in the test has earned a score of 4 on each
constructed-response item.

It is possible for an 8th-grade student to earn a total of 76 points on the
LEAP 21 Social Studies test. The number of raw score points that a student
would have to achieve to reach each achievement level may change slightly
from year to year, given the difficulty of that particular form of the test. The
spring 2004 raw score range for each achievement level is listed on the
following page.
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Spring 2004 Social Studies Test, Grade 8

Achievement Level Raw Score Range
Advanced 69 – 76 points
Mastery 60 – 68 points
Basic 42 – 59 points
Approaching Basic 30 – 41 points
Unsatisfactory 50 – 29 points

This document presents four multiple-choice items, one taken from each of the
four strands in the social studies assessment framework—Geography, Civics,
History, and Economics. In addition, the items were selected because they
illustrate results from four of the five achievement levels used to report
LEAP 21 results—Advanced, Mastery, Basic, and Approaching Basic. Examples
of Unsatisfactory work are not included; by definition, work classified as
Unsatisfactory exhibits a narrower range of knowledge and skills than work
classified as Approaching Basic. In addition, one constructed-response item
with its scoring rubric and sample student responses at score points zero to
four are included. Each student response is annotated to explain how the score
was derived and the strengths and weaknesses of the response.

This document presents items that students completed as part of the LEAP 21
assessment. The information shown for each item includes

S the correct answer,

S the achievement level or score point,
S the standard and benchmark each item measures, and

S commentary on the skills/knowledge measured by the item.

Note: Test items have been reduced in size for this document. Font size on
the LEAP 21 assessment is typically 12 point.
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Grade 8—Social Studies
Multiple-Choice Items

Reporting Category: Geography

Benchmark G-1A-M2: Interpreting and developing maps, globes, graphs,
charts, models, and databases to analyze spatial
distributions and patterns

Achievement Level: Advanced

*

Which country is included in the area that had the greatest number of
immigrants to the United States in the 1980s?

A. Italy

B. Venezuela

C. Russia

D. Thailand

Use the bar graph below to answer question X.
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* correct answer

This geography item would most likely be answered correctly by students who
are at the Advanced level. To answer the question correctly, students must
synthesize information from a quadruple bar graph that shows immigration
into the United States, organized by region of origin, over nine decades of the
20th century. Students must then apply that information to their knowledge of
immigration patterns. Finally, students must use their basic geographic
location skills in determining that Venezuela is part of Latin America.
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Reporting Category: Civics

Benchmark C-1A-M5: Describing the organization and major responsibilities
of local, state, and national governments

Achievement Level: Mastery

The United States has a federal form of
government. Which of the following
best supports this concept?

A. There are two parts to the
national legislature.

B. There are ten items in the Bill of
Rights.

C. There are amendments to the
U.S. Constitution.

D. There are fifty state governments
and one national government.

*

* correct answer

This civics item would most likely be answered correctly by students who are at
the Mastery level and above. Students are required to choose from among
several components of the American governmental system to identify the aspect
that best defines federalism as concerning itself with the relationship between
national and individual state governments. Option A provides information
about only the national government. Option B states a basic fact about the
Constitution. Option C provides information about how the Constitution
functions. Only option D provides information about the relationship between
national and state governments.
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Reporting Category: History

Benchmark H-1B-M13:Comparing and evaluating various reconstruction
plans of the post–Civil War era

Achievement Level: Basic

Use the slogan below to answer question X.

“Forty acres and a mule!”

The Civil War caused many changes in
America. As the war was ending, many
people had ideas about how to help various
people who were affected by the war. The
slogan above refers to helping which
group?

A. politicians

B. former slaves

C. carpetbaggers

D. former slave owners

*

* correct answer

This history item would most likely be answered correctly by students who are
at the Basic level and above. Students must identify a group of post–Civil War
citizens by applying a popular slogan of the time. “Forty acres and a mule” was
the promise the U.S. government made to freed slaves who were willing to move
west and establish small farms during the Reconstruction period. In instituting
this policy, the government was not concerned with the groups of people
named in the other options.
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Reporting Category: Economics

Benchmark E-1C-M1: Explaining the meaning of economic indicators that
help to describe economics

Achievement Level: Approaching Basic

*

Use the graph below to answer question X.

What conclusion can be made about the
average Louisiana citizen’s yearly income
compared to the national average?

A. Louisiana has a higher percentage of
retired people.

B. Louisiana has fewer businesses per
capita than the rest of the nation.

C. Louisiana’s average income is lower
than the U.S. average.

D. Louisiana has fewer unemployed
people than the rest of the United
States.

* correct answer

This economics item would most likely be answered correctly by students who
are at the Approaching Basic level and above. Students must correctly interpret
two economic indicators presented on a double bar graph as evidence that the
average Louisiana citizen’s income is lower than the national average. To reach
this conclusion, students must recognize that the incorrect options refer to
retired people, businesses, and unemployed people—groups that are
not identified in data presented in the graph or referenced in the title of the
graph. Students must realize that only a response comparing the average
Louisiana citizen’s yearly income with the average U.S. citizen’s yearly income,
as indicated in the graph’s key, is correct.
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Grade 8—Social Studies
Constructed-Response Item

A social studies constructed-response item for a LEAP 21 test may require
students to write an extended answer in response to a question, direction, or
other prompt. Frequently, constructed-response items are multipart items; in
addition to writing, students are asked to work with graphics or other
materials.

The item, scoring rubric, and sample student responses are shown on the
following pages. Student responses at each score point (0 to 4) are annotated to
explain how each score was derived and the strengths and weaknesses of the
responses.

Reporting Category: History

Benchmark H-1B-M9: Describing the territorial expansion of the United
States and analyzing the effects on relations with
Native Americans and external powers

Use the following quotation, spoken by Chief Joseph in 1877, to answer
question X.

“I am tired of fighting. Our Chiefs are killed. . . . It is cold, and we have
no blankets. . . . My people, some of them, have run away to the hills,
and have no blankets, no food. . . . Hear me, my Chiefs! I am tired; my
heart is sick and sad. From where the sun now stands I will fight no
more forever.”

A. Explain the situation Native Americans faced in the 1870s when Chief Joseph
spoke these words.

B. At the time Chief Joseph spoke these words, a popular belief of Manifest
Destiny influenced the actions of U.S. government. What was this belief?

C. Explain two effects Chief Joseph’s actions had on the United States.
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Scoring Rubric

Score Description

4
Response accurately explains the Native Americans’ situation (part a) and
correctly identifies what Manifest Destiny was (part b) and explains two
effects of Chief Joseph’s actions (part c).

3 Response correctly answers three parts of the question.

2 Response correctly answers two parts of the question.

1 Response correctly answers one part of the question.

0
Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to
the skill or concept being measured, or blank.

Scoring Notes:

Maximum points to be awarded per section: part a—one point,
part b—one point, and part c—two points.

Possible responses (not inclusive)

Part A

He was describing the defeat of his people and surrendering to the United
States, which took over Native Americans’ land.

Part B

Manifest Destiny was the name of the United States belief that the country
itself should spread from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean.

Part C

The United States would not likely be engaged in future warfare with
Chief Joseph’s people. The United States would have sole ownership of the
land where Native Americans once lived. The United States would get the
economic benefit of having access to the resources found on the land.
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Score 4

This response provides accurate answers for all four parts of the question.
Part A accurately explains the situation faced by the Native Americans, part B
correctly identifies what the belief of Manifest Destiny was, and part C correctly
explains two effects Chief Joseph’s actions had on the United States
(“Americans moved west by thousands” and ”the decreasing population of
Native Americans”).
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Score 3

Three parts of the question are answered accurately in this response. Part A
accurately explains the Native Americans’ situation and part B identifies what
Manifest Destiny was. Part C correctly explains one effect Chief Joseph’s
actions had on the United States (“influencing the belief of Manifest Destiny
and expanding the United States”).
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Score 2

This response correctly answers two parts of the question. Part A correctly
explains the situation that the Native Americans faced and part C correctly
explains one effect Chief Joseph’s actions had on the United States (“The
United States gained land”).
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Score 1

This response correctly answers one part of the question; part A accurately
explains the Native Americans’ situation.
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Score 0

There is no correct or relevant information in this response.
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