O

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

RIC

ED 478 042

TITLE

INSTITUTION
PUB DATE

NOTE

AVAILABLE FROM

PUB TYPE
EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

DOCUMENT RESUME

SO 035 007

The Alabama Constitution of 1901 Unit. Using Primary Sources
in the Classroom.

Alabama Dept. of Archives and History, Montgomery.
2001-07-12

38Bp.; For other units in this series, see SO 035 002-011.
Alabama Department of Archives and History, 624 Washington
Ave., Montgomery, AL 36130-0100. Tel: 334-242-4435;
dpendlet@archives.state.al.us; Web site:
http://www.archives.state.al.us/

Guides - Classroom - Teacher (052)

EDRS Price MF01/PCO02 Plus Postage.
Curriculum Enrichment; History Instruction;
Secondary Education; Social Studies;
Educational Objectives; *Student Research

*Alabama; Constitutional Conventions;
Document Analysis

e-mail:

*Primary Sources;
*State History; Student

*Constitutions;

This teaching unit, "The Alabama Constitution of 1901 Unit,"

is the sixth in a series of 10 units about Alabama state history, part of a
project designed to help teachers integrate the use of primary source
materials into their classrooms. Although the units are designed to augment

the study of Alabama,

history,

a Story"

they are useful in the study of U.S. history, world

and the social studies in general. Each unit contains background
information for the teacher and consists of several lessons.
learning objectives,
divided into six sections:
(Map of Alabama;
Petticoat Power"
source documents);
primary source documents);
source document);
of Voting Requirements; three primary source documents).

Lessons contain
suggested activities, and documents. This unit is

(1) "Introduction"; (2) "Lesson 1l: A Map Can Tell
one primary source document); (3) "Lesson 2:
(General Suggestions for Analyzing a Document; two primary
(4) "Lesson 3: We Have...No Member...Who Can Speak" (two

(5) "Lesson 4: An Opposite View" (one primary
"Lesson 5: Voting after the Constitution" (Synopsis
(BT)

and (6)

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
from the original document.




ED 478 042

m

- .1\[

ol I [ ¢ N
“ ﬁLAEAM.ﬁ. DEFART

Using Primary Sources in the Classroom

The Alabama Constitution
of 1901 Unit

Alabama Department of Archives & History
624 Washington Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0100
Phone: (334) 242-4435
E-Mail:dpendlet@archives.state.al.us

http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/cconst/index.html

SO 035 007

Updated July 12, 2001
PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS U S DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
BEEN GRANTED BY

EDUCATIONAL Resounces INFORMATION
p 'J . CENTER (ERIC)
D. tendleto

p This document has been reproduced as
received from the person or organization

? originating it.
]: Q -

O Minor changes have been made to
TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) BEST COPY AVAILABLE ‘ ’

® Points of view or opinions stated in this
document do not necessarily represent



Project Description

This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source
materials into their classrooms. It consists of teaching units on Alabama history
organized in ten chronological/subject areas:

Creek War, 1813-1814
Settlement

Slavery

Civil War
Reconstruction

1901 Constitution
World War I
Depression/New Deal
World War II

Civil Rights Movement

While these units cover some of the most critical and significant periods in Alabama
history, the selected lessons are meant to be representative rather than comprehensive.
These units were designed to augment the study of Alabama, yet they are useful in the
study of the United States, the world, and the social studies in general. The documents
can also be used to supplement the study of other curriculums.

Each unit contains background information for the teacher and is made up of several
lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, suggested activities, and documents.
Documents are reproduced in the original form and transcribed when necessary. Primary
source materials may be printed and reproduced for classroom use. Lessons can be used
without modification, adapted for specific class use, or entire new lessons and activities
may be created based on the primary source materials provided.

Purpose of the Project

The 1992 Alabama Social Studies Course of Studies emphasized the use of primary
source documents to "enrich the social studies program and enable students to visualize
and empathize with people of other times and places." These documents help students
vividly understand the feelings and actions of Jeremiah Austill at the Canoe Fight of
1813, of riders on the first integrated buses in Montgomery at the conclusion of the
famous bus boycott, of women nursing wounded Civil War soldiers, and of destitute
Alabama families during the Depression. These documents enrich the study of Alabama
history and the study of all civilizations.



The Alabama Department of Archives and History is the official repository for Alabama
government documents and holds many of the most important books, documents, visual
materials and artifacts that document the history of Alabama and the South. The purpose
of this project is to bring those materials to students, and to organize them in such a way
that teachers can easily utilize them in the classroom.
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Using Primary Sources in the Classroom:

The Alabama Constitution of 1901 Unit

Introduction to the 1901 Constitution_Unit

As the 20th century dawned in Alabama, demands to redraw the basic framework of state
government grew. The "Redeemer Constitution” of 1875 had effectively wrested political
control from the coalition of Republican "scalawags" (native Republicans),
"carpetbaggers" (Northern opportunists), and newly freed blacks who had briefly held
power during Reconstruction. However, its limits on state support for commercial
development through river improvement and railroad construction, and its low tax
ceilings which kept schools poor increasingly drew criticism from reform-minded
Alabamians.

Of greater importance to the politically powerful was the need to better control who voted
in the state, a legacy of the tumultuous 1890s when the conservative Democrats were
challenged by the Farmers' Alliance/Populist movement. The entrenched "Bourbons" had
maintained control during that period through a combination of intimidating African
Americans, raising the specter of "black rule" to keep whites within the party, and
fraudulently counting votes for conservative candidates when all else failed.
Uncomfortable with the turmoil and subterfuge of these campaigns, many leaders of the
conservative Democrats embraced calls for a new constitution as a way to ensure "honest
elections" -- by legally taking the vote away from blacks so that they would not have to
be stolen.

Closely contested elections saw a convention assembled and a new Constitution adopted
in 1901. Generally supported by the conservative "Bourbon" planters of the Black Belt
counties and their allies in the rapidly industrializing Birmingham area, both the
convention and the proposed Constitution had significant opposition from poor farmers
and African Americans afraid of losing their already tenuous political identities. The
resulting 1901 Constitution fulfilled their fears as a host of stringent suffrage restrictions
effectively denied great numbers of both classes the right to vote.

Accurately described by present-day historians as "designed to freeze change in desirable
channels," the 1901 Constitution [http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/
intro/pg01.html] not only restricted suffrage but also did little to make government more
responsive to the challenges of a new century. The 1901 Constitution was more a code of
laws than a framework for government, as the Legislature retained near complete control
over local affairs, making necessary hundreds of amendments over the succeeding
decades.



For more information see:

Alabama Moments in American History: Alabama's 1901 Constitution
http://www.alabamamoments.state.al.us/sec37.html




Lesson 1: A Map Can Tell a Story

1. Background information for teachers:

Both the vote to hold a convention and the vote to ratify the resulting constitution in 1901
were hotly contested, revealing sectional cleavages familiar in Alabama's history. The
need for a new constitution to replace the 1875 "Redeemer Constitution" was sought by
Alabamians with a variety of reform agendas, but the major issue came down to denying
the vote to blacks in an effort to promote "honest elections."

In the vote to assemble a convention, the proponents drew their strength from the
plantation Black Belt counties, garnering 61 percent of the statewide vote. Opposition
was centered in the north Alabama hill country and the southeastern Wiregrass region
where white small farmers feared losing their right to vote in the proposed "reform"
constitution. Once the new constitution was promulgated and put to a vote, the opposition
increased so that the 1901 Constitution garnered only 57 percent of the statewide vote.

Again, the Black Belt counties -- home to most black Alabamians -- provided the margin
of victory since a majority of votes in the rest of the state disapproved the new
constitution. In ten of these Black Belt counties, more votes were cast in favor of
ratification than there were registered voters -- reprising the accusations of vote fraud that
had led to the demand for a new constitution in the first place.

2. Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:
1. Identify various counties in Alabama.
2. Recognize voting patterns.

3. Discuss a possible link between the geographic areas of Alabama and
political opinion.

3. Suggested Activities:

1. Provide students with two_blank maps of Alabama (attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/blankmap.gif) and two different
colors of crayons or colored pencils and a copy of Document 1.



2. Ask the students to label each map as follows:

Map A. Should a Constitutional Convention be Held? (April 23, 1901)
Map B. Ratification of the Constitution (November 11, 1901)

3. Using one color ask the students to shade in the counties that supported
the convention on map A.

4, Using the same color, ask the students to shade in the counties that
supported the constitution on map B.

5. Using the second color, ask the students to shade in the counties that were
against the convention on map A.

6. Using the second color, again, ask the students to shade in the counties
that did not support the constitution on map B.

7. Allow students to point out the similarities and differences in the maps.
8. Use a map of the geographic divisions of the state. Are there patterns that
can be noticed? How did the Black Belt vote? How did the northern

portions of Alabama vote?

9. What conclusions or ideas can be drawn about the population of Alabama
and the support of the constitution?

10.  Allow the students to locate their county and discuss the opinions of their
home areas.

Document 1:

"Votes by Counties on the Question of Holding a Constitutional Convention and
the Ratification of the Constitution,"” Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Official and Statistical Register 1903 (Montgomery: Brown Printing Co.,
1903).
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"Votes by Counties on the Question of Holding a Constitutional

Convention and the Ratification of the Constitution," Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Official and Statistical Register 1903 (Montgomery: Brown

Printing Co., 1903), page 1.
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Lesson 2: Petticoat Power!

1. Background information for teachers:

While the Constitutional Convention of 1901 debated how best to restrict suffrage among
adult males, a group of Alabama women in the Huntsville area petitioned the delegates to
grant adult females the right to vote. Although largely a national movement, a state
women's suffrage club had been increasingly active since its 1892 formation. Supported
by literature and a petition from Elizabeth Cady Stanton's and Susan B. Anthony's
National American Woman Suffrage Association, the president of the Alabama auxiliary
was allowed to address the 1901 Convention.

A subsequent vote on including a women's suffrage provision failed passage by a four-to-
one margin. The fact that four states in the U.S. allowed women equal voting rights as
men swayed few delegates, most of whom accepted the prevailing notion about politics
being unsuited for women. Not a few probably agreed with the sentiments of delegate
(and future U.S. Senator) Tom Heflin that the whole idea was the work of "a few cranks
strolling over the state."

With the defeat of their suffrage proposal in 1901, the women's suffrage club died. It
would be reborn in 1910, but with little success over the next decade. Alabama women
gained the right to vote only in 1920 when the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution
was ratified by the requisite three-fourths of the states (not including Alabama).

2. Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Identify some of the women who were prominent in the women's suffrage
movement.

2. Define an editorial and discuss its purpose.

3. Synthesize a letter of response using historical background.

3. Suggested Activities:
1. Provide a copy of Document 1, the letter from Carrie Chapman Catt, and

Document 2, the editorial comments from "The Woman's Journal”
publication to each student.

14



2. Ask the students to use the general suggestions for analyzing a written
document while studying the letter.

3. Ask students the following questions:

a. Do you recognize any of the names on the letterhead of the letter?

b. Describe the roles of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony,
and Carrie Chapman Catt in the national women's suffrage
movement.

c. Read the editorial column found in "The Woman's Journal"
publication. What is the purpose of an editorial? Do you agree or
disagree with the points that the editor made? Why?

d. The property of a wife could be used to determine a man's
eligibility to vote in the Alabama Constitution of 1901. Do you
believe this to be fair? Why or why not?

4. Ask the students to write a letter of response to Carrie Chapman Catt's

letter as if they were the governor.

Documents:

Document 1: "Letter from Carrie Chapman Catt to Hon. Chas. H. Miller, 14 June
1901," Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings,
SG17778, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson2/doc1.html

Document 2: "Editorial Notes from The Woman's Journal ,"Alabama Secretary
of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SG17778, Alabama Department
of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson3/doc2.html



General Suggestions for Analyzing a
Written Document

1. Describe the document. Is this a letter, a will, a bill of sale or some other kind of
document?

2. What is the date of the document? Is there more than one date? Why?

3. Who is the author of the document? Is this person of historical significance? Do

you believe that the author of this document is credible? Is this document written
as a requirement of the author's occupation or is this a personal document?

4, For what audience was this document written?
5. List or underline three (3) points that the author made that you believe are
important.

6. Why do you think that the author wrote this document? Use quotes from the
document to support your position.

7. List two (2) things from the document that describes life in the United States or in
Alabama.
8. Write one (1) question to the author that is unanswered by the document.

036
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June 14, 190}'., :
Hon. Joel D. Murphres,
Montgomery, Ala.
Dear Siri-
Your Constitutional Convention will undoubtedly amend the
! election laws of the State.. In this connectilon, the National American
' voman Suffrage Association invites your consideration of the just olaim
of the Alabama women to gome share in the law-making powor of the State.
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(Enclosure)
|
Document 1: "Letter from Carrie Chapman Catt to Hon. Chas. H. Miller, 14 June

1901," Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings,
SG17778, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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fsaued or debts incurred by political anb—*
divisions of the State,

Thers ware hot fdw porsons In the g-l.
léry nud not a 'femalo figure was o be
éeen, ‘bt M: Fitts, of Tracaloom,’ olo-

colorudo is for ‘abead ‘of Muoss husetts. In
certain respects—an fn the polftieal en-
truchlumank of women, for lnstanco—,
thoy' realizs_ that it is no hnlt of Lucy
smne, or Mn.*leennore. or Mra: Howe,
or ‘Alfeo Stone Blackwell, that this is true,
The sfnr of evipire, the star of the finest
civilization the world has ever known, i

bining over the ‘Silver State,' (hll mouu-

qnently fonod the canse “of the
womon mxpayers of tho Staté, and éalled
for an aye aod Day yote. ' The Cnlg
nmzudnunl was adoptod;

Later an nmendment by Mr, du}nﬂ'en
fold, of Hale, was adppted. Tt mstrlcu
the voting capacity of women o those
who own real estate to the value of 8600
and who live fu the poiitical unbdlvl.lon

flocted and are over R] years of age, Mr.

taln-crowned, Beautit

Grier. ot Calbona, made #_torvid_appeal.

(upayen ‘must-1tvo fn the' &ty oF hwn
affacted; shio shall gwn+ 8500 wafth'of
real ‘estate, nnd shall vt be nndnr 8i
years old befors ‘she can vots. on bond
issuea dr incurring ohligstions. * This'
amendment was aécapted’ hj‘Judgs Cobb;

+Mr. Groer, of Calboun,-spoko last
#lio'Wholé proposition. ‘Hé aafd ‘the Con:
ventlog Was travelilug-too fast ‘and was
ridicaloua. No mtrlétlooi
-had bedn p npon it Negro mun hld
besn disfranchised sod "their wives- hld
bee onlnnohhed If this thihig most he
dow eeppuhd to the Convention’ to
do'it:in” “order. ll wolnen were t0 be’ al:
Towed to’ vote, it” should -be nitﬂmd ()
whlm women, nhuiarried ‘woidn! dnd
women who redded ln the loullty w bo
dffoctod . -+ &y
. Mr. Greer_conolnded bis re r‘ks hy
mbﬂnx to adjourn, hut the C‘on’vimtlou
mluud to'adjouria by a vote of ilto
" Judge Coleman then: discusded’ tho pro=
posod amendmon(s. -Hesaid'he Tiad'Boen
d to woman suflrage, but waéw)
th' ‘to bow to'the Wit of the’ Oonvmllon,
bat'he boped the- delegnm would defer
lcﬂon over might to glve t.hem tine’ to]
houercomldaf lt. ot
Br s du ma voﬁa nt 58' to BO. the

At 6.60 o‘clo'ck the Odnrention.

n_bo—
tion!of " Gen Sanf tgom-

|__srix. iurmu_wom-u' VotERE,

A Womsan Soffragn Day will bo .colo-
brated next Friday, Ang. 23, by :the suf-
of New:York, ot the Sliver Lake

Assombly. Hasriet May Mils, the State

A-Right oz.0 Privilega?...
Tho Glovy of | PORL A 3

L has called a meoting at 10
A. M. at Azsemhiy Hall nn tho grounds.
’l‘hls will bo a oympoulum jo which a

Tdvely. Dnb-u 1o Al.lhm Coavention.
tory—'"8ome Remnanta®..
mn Owerod. l:nmo&ngm

Ca- G,b's Woman mcx Drlv-f
Mora Testniony from Wymnln‘
The Joalor

ﬁzz’gawnnméwn TUITEEL

of p firage women will
tako. part, lncludlng several Stats -presl.
dents. At1P. M, there will be held the
great mesting of tha day, addressed by
Susan B. Ant.hmm Rev. Anps Shaw and
others.

v BY MATTEEW ARXOLD.
‘Twas ‘Apgug' and the fleros ann overbesd |
Smote: on the uqn.lm strees of Bethusi

Green,
Abd the pda 'nvcr thrmh hu wlndovu
¢ se8n
InBpitatfislds, Jooked thrice dispirited.
Tmaca there I knew, and said,
“JI"and o'erworked, hoir fare yon In shis
© acenef’

“Rravely!” eald be, wtor k ol late hu bun
Much cheered with thonghu of Ohht. the
lioing bread.”

«|of Rbode Ilsland,* Mrs.

ting in East Anrora.

Wowon .
| Suate mnv'nanawu'lm-&v—“w“ -l OuSept.?, the ml!ngm.l.hnve been §o-
| tos wezeeeer e 3 P ] vited by, Eldrod Habberd and the Roy.
- ; = = | crottera to hold a
+BAST LONKDON. .| In addition to thoso named above, Mrs.
— Carrie Obapman Catt, Mrs..Harriot Taylor

Upton of Obio: Rev.'Anna Garlin Spéncer
May- Wright
Sewall of Indlans,.and others ere. ex:
pectud

Mler the great suffrage meeting in
Bnffalo, Sept. 9 and 10, announced ' else-
whore, there will be a conference Sept. 11
a0d 12, and on Sept, 13-Mra. Sewall and
Mrs. Fannie Humphreys Gaftoey are plan-
ning a large meeting 1o the htumt of the

Women's (,onnon. .
1

" to the Convention not to make itaelt ridie-

ulous by disfranchisiig the negro man
and ebfravebising his wite, but the nmend.
ment was ddopted amid the greatast ap-
planse.
—

In another coinmn ths followleg detalls

are given:
QUESTION OF WONAX OUFFBAOS.

My, Oraig, of Dallas sent up an smend.
ment providing that women taxpsyery
shall vote on the que‘tlon of bond fasnes
ond fixiog taxes, and sddreased the Con.

“In tho discussion and settlement-of
the Saffrage Roport by the Constitutional
Convention, it tefused to allow women the,
right to voto on an equal fogtlng ‘with
men. .

e 1 " Y tho
Conveatlon, sfter aa animated dlnnulou,
inserted an dment In the Mud 1
Artiole giving & certain class of women
the right to vota to a limited extent.

*The amendment permits women who
are property holders to vote on guestians
of lunlug munfcipal bonds or of incurring
ohlign Only these women who can

1 He declarsd tiat in prop:
msat’crs women had Tl ~amé righm n
men. He showed a3 an examplo a Wout-
gomery woman-who cima nm lodng her

couply with the' male suflrage qualifica:
-tions as to age, good clhiarscter, ednoation-
J and property requllltes. are sdmitted

property b  of an §
tix. She had noons to vote for ber.

Mr. Ficts, of 'rumlnon, -pole in sup-
port of the Cnoig amendment, He admit-
ted there is o'strong prejudicd in Alabama
sgalnst women voting, hut mmon and
oven-landed justice'd that wom-
on should have a right to vote when Iho
property of women was to be yoted away.

Mr. Boono, of Mobile, moud .the pre-

‘vloul quostion and it was on!ared.

Mr. O'Neal, of Lmdmhle. moved to
table the Craig amend:ment.
A call for the eyes und nays by Hr.
Fltu was msulnod .

X age, oven on theso
qnosuons. :

“'A provision of this kind secins to be
Just and reasonable, In all onr towns and,
clue- there are many women who own
considerable quantities of real estate and
othier property. Thoy are large taxpay-
ors, and aro vitally interested In the
amonnt of burdens to be.laid npon thelr
property and upon the disposition of the
taxes they pay. It may bo said that they
n.mlly have mals relntlvu. who ¢at volce
their views at'tho, ballot box. Bo they
may have in masy cities, hat not in'sll
But those relitives have thetr own Inter

12
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

'o haman soul! as lon[ ‘as thot canst 80
Set'up.a mark of everiastiog!| light- -

Abova the bowling sopses® ebb and flow,
! T0 cheer thee, nod to right thee If thon roatwm,
1 Not with loss ldl thon llborut thmnlh thn
e -e,nighs! f -t

' Thou mak’ss the heaven thou hop (1] lnduod R

v.hy ome.

b

/\,,“,

l i ’DITORIAL NOTEb

AtMantgomery, Aug. 8, womnn mﬂngo
gor.lnw the new Oonnlunlon ‘of Ajabama
(LYY mndlﬂod form, Iv was uucud that
nooity conld fssue bonds wlthont whmlb

¢ allowlng womon ‘who pay uxas on 30000! .
ftulumomwwnnubond lectt

tlng the queatlon to voun. Amld grnt .

[OR—

Miss Wilde, our nascciate editor, is tak-
ing,» vacatlon st West Thoraton, N, H,
{MIss Turnee ia ngnln at her post at No. 3
Park Stroot. R 35

A

The Art C ot the Goneral Fed-

A tho rollcall proceeded Mr. Bogne, of
Mobllo. voted “aye, ayo, uo,“ In 8 loud
volco.

Mr O'Yea!, of huderdnle, made the
point of order that Mr. Boons’ bad voted
three times.

Tbu pxuldlng oﬂcer, Dr. Ou’unlnghnm.

‘| erdtion of Women's Clubs, through its
.| firet publlmtlon i the new centnry, bas

resented n concise report of what {8 be-
dons by skilled women in certain deﬂ-
lines of the fine and applied arts.. A
of its facts and mgxutionl witl
nppur next woek.

mw FIIOBY Ol L EREROINE:

At Boath t

+ But next day, on & motion to reoonldor.
|thln wise and, equitable actlon was ‘re-
l vorsod, 8 and tho nmanpmem was lust.

P 4 e

’ lnthedabluuponreoomldunﬂcn.Ang‘
|9, dome s8gry and ‘disrespectfal ‘speeches
! were mada mlut the measurve. Among
t.hnt ot Hoo.' T.' L. Long,. ot
. Soems’ b'hvo en,oyed s’ on-

ottt aaye: “Ba spoke as lond as bhe could
ecresin, ' with the gestlenlation of n cuffian.
I havé neves, hurd saything Yess chivilrie
o  more mnge uttered in.the presence of
dignifisd men 'ho bave mothcu vlvu.
dnnghtm )

3 - .oy

- {The privilege 'hleh At e pmpoud to
. confer GpOD-WOomes taxpayers was 80 lim-
| dted i ita’scope, that.it would have, beesn
waluable chiefly,as o recognition that in

}
'
i

{ the,case of women ae Ip that of men “aze |
& ation without répresentation is tynnny."' k

' ™

|~

on Juneso lAdy Em-

lod s kb

mOrIehwn
fonntain which has been erected 24 a me-
morial of the -beraid stowardeas:-of tha
Btella, Mes, Mary Ann Rogers, who -was
drowned when the-ill-fated steamer strack
the Casguets two years ago. It will be
rememberod thst Mra. Rogers,. seslog ‘s
Iady passenger withont a 1ife belt,-banded
ber ber, ovn. and, mt down ; with the
shlp. - >4

The question-of. l.mammhl at Sonth-
nmpton wai raised by. Miss Fradoes Power
Cobbo, and sopported by Mre., Aunfe.J.
Bryaos, North Oray, Eent, and subscrip-
ticus flowed in:, readily. The fountsln, {-
whleh i3 dungnod in the old Norman style,
has bean srected oo the Western Esplan-;
ade, . Two bundred .and fifsy pounds, left
over, have boen invested with trustees for

amid appl 'fostructed
the olerk to count M#. Boone one time. "

Mr. Groor, of Calboun, explained bs
vote by nylng thn be wisbed bo could
vote a thousand times to 1able’ the ympo-
sition.

Bya ‘vote of 48 1060 the Convaatlon re-

fused to table the amendment.!, The vote
was recelved with appladse.

By avivs vooovouolabwwlhe Onlg
smendment nllowlng women taxpayers to
vote on the quudon of levylng taxes was
then adnpted. The ment of the
result of “the, vote was rocelved with wild
applause, and for a fow mlnntel the Con.
yeotion was thrown Into disor: or,
'.hlt the

and

_r.

Mr. Boona, ot Moblla. mov

calied for the ayes and nny-. ;
The call-was.austalned, and by & vots of
63 ;to 44 the unandod nmﬂmcnt was
ndoptod
Judge Coleman,. ol Grnno and Mr.
Grecr, of Qalhoun, gave notico that they
would move to rooowdnr. £
- . . nESTHIOTIONS UPON WOMBN.
Jndgo Cobb. q! \lheon. umt op s

that women uxpcym.my vote on. éleo-
‘tions-lield to determine -the lasuance of
bondl, pmldhg nn'. '.hoy poneu the

ests to represent; they cannot cait bt |
their one vote each. The woman's prop-
erty, at'last, Is veally volceless In the sat-
tiement ot bardens to be put npon It. ll,
she is kept trom’the polis.

'* %Iy may ba sald that taw of these wom- |
en will’ vots, if yormltud' That 1s troe
of many mcn. and fs'not an’ oﬂecﬂvo ugu :
miént. It the female, propeﬂy owner Is
given n voice In hxlng ber ptoporty, ‘and
choosu 6ot to nanuo ‘It “that 18 bur
affale. "

“‘I'hh provision is similar to one id thé
new Louhhm conntltndon. vhloh is ne
lo!lown o
. Upon all questions, mbmittod to tbo

taxpayers, 86 such, of any muoicipal or
other politioal sub-divistons of this State,
the. qualificationa -of such taxzpayers, as
voters shail’be those of age and reaidence
prescribed by  this article, and women
taxpayers lblll bave the rtgbt to voto .t
all'sa h withont in
person ‘or thdr agonts sathorized tn
wrldn bnt ‘all “othar persons voting at.
sanch octhm shail be registered votera,

“This Apnmln the women's agenta to |
wote for ‘tham 0D ‘tax imnstters, going fAr-
ther shan'the-Alsbams proposition;

‘*Tho mutcr 1s to'be: bmgbl up for re-

this fog,; bat the vole
yesterday' wis declsivé=65 to 49. ‘It 1a
not. likély ¢hat there will be chaage of
enongh- voeal to-w!pe out tho amend-
ment,” T
-~ Alfallet ho
thé 8tH- aod’ Oth Inlu. 'Iubolonndon
p-co m B

.ok d

ﬁabﬂlﬂtd&hobnﬂyo‘m‘ sed
The Mayor and Corporation-were p: &

property,

aod, ‘potwithstanding the hnvy s, "

qualifieat! \ ""‘&M Articla. w}
Snﬂngo.
.2 x_r delrafh

of
10f 8p wi

the Interesting:eeremonyi s - i .. . il

rold ‘oz aua.low an’lby-

'améndment ~.pmldlog 4hat- the A'owv‘

< 6. P, Pntuq‘l Som. New Ymk nn-

for- aber;:*Mrs: Green," by.
‘Fvelyns: Eloye Rynd;-*A Crasy’ Angel," adl
i| by Annettd Lucile Noble; “Roys) Roguss,?’;
‘Alberts ~Hancrott; - Lights.of - Obild.
iand,” By l(nd &lllngmtnooth.l ~vii 41

o . ‘ =

Document 2: "Editorial Notes from The Woman's Jounal ," Alabama Secretary of
State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SG17778, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Lesson 3: "We have...no member...who can speak"

1. Background information for teachers:

Black Alabamians knew full well that the state Constitution was being redrawn in 1901
largely to restrict voting to "the intelligent and the virtuous." Among the four separate
petitions addressed to the constitutional convention from black citizens was one
forwarded with a cover letter by Booker T. Washington, perhaps the most renowned
African American in the country. True to his oft-repeated message, the Tuskegee Institute
founder/principal asked the convention delegates to recognize the economic value of
black labor and to provide political compensation. This and the other softly worded pleas
for a continuing voice in the political process for black Alabamians were ignored in the
end.

2. Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:
1. Identify the concerns of the black voters of Alabama in 1901.
2. Analyze an historic document.

3. Discuss the predictions made by Washington concerning the changes
which were proposed affecting the black community.

3. Suggested Activities:

1. Provide the students with copies of Document 1 and Document 2.

2. Allow the students to read both documents.

3. Upon completion, using the overhead projector or blackboard, ask the
students to compile a list of requests from the African American
population.

4. Read aloud the last paragraph of the address:
"Any law which will merely change the name and form of fraud, or can be

interpreted as meaning one thing when applied to one race and something
else when applied to another race, will not in our opinion improve our

14




present condition, but may unsettle the peace and thrift of our people and
decrease the wealth and prosperity of Alabama."

5. Ask the students explain what Washington is trying to say to the
legislators by writing this statement in their own words.

Documents:

Document 1: "Letter from Booker T. Washington to Hon. John B. Knox, 23 May
1901," Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings,
SG17778, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson3/docl.html

Document 2: "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention,"
Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SG17778,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson3/doc2.html
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’ BODRKR T, WASHINGION, Vrindpl, WARLEN LOGAN, Treshiret,

- TUSKEGEE NORMAL AND INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE.

HALIRPIRATRUL,

A,‘, mMRr THE TRAIN!NG OF YOUNOCOLORED MEN AND WOMEN.

¥

COMMITVTEE ONINVESTHENT OF
: ENDUDMENT ﬂlp.

Ma. Wi, 1. DALDWIN, Jo,,
President 1,0og Ssand Haiintad,
16 Hreadeay, Kew York Chy,
ME_J O, PRTLTEN AYARRY,

e
42 Gear BL. Sew Yok Clr. ;/ﬂ«d«é?;sae,. St er., May 23, 1801,

Hort. John B. Knox, President,
Alabums State Constitutional fonventien,
Montgamery, Alam.
Dear Sir:- .
I have been appointed shairman of a committea compesed of Mem ra.
W. H. Couneil, Henry A. Loveless, Vm. Watkins, W. R. Pettiford, Clms. O,
Boothe and Nr. 8. S. H. Vnshington, to present the onclesed address
representing the feelings and wishes of the colored pacnla of tha State
of Alabama to your Convention, and 1 very much hope that you can see your
way olear to hava it read to the Convention and to meke whatever other
dispogition of it you think proper.
o Yours truly, 5

! \ '
fry e O wu%
F amnied

Document 1: "Letter from Booker T. Washington to Hon. John B. Knox, 23 May
1901," Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings,
SG17778, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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To the Mam‘bar; of the Constitutional Convention:-

Sinee it 1s trus that qur race numbers in this state about 800,000
and there is no membar of therasa a mamder of your body, who oan speak
directlyy for us in an official oapacity, we do not think that you will

' m{pundergtand the object and spirit of this communication, for it ts not
gent to you in o dictatorial,fault-finding spirit, hut with an earnest
desira to be of some asaistance in the performance of -'9. grave and per=
plexing task. We make ourselves all t};e more bold to aand you thi,s- o ome
munication because members of your body in neaurly every part of the state
have expressed a desire to hear from us.

It could not be expected that the 800,000 golored people in this
stato would not have gome interest in the delidverations of a body that
is to frame the fundamental law under which both racen are to be governed
in this state, perhups for all future time.

Your petitiéners are not stirrers up of strife between the races,
but we fael that the questions with which you are to deal are above and
bevond party politios. Fach of us, insome calling, is a hard werking,
tax paying, and we trust, law abiding oitizen, end we believe timt we
represent in a large measure the reelings and desires of the masses of
our people in the state,

We beg to your honorable body to keep in mind in dealing with the
problama that grow out of our preeence that, as & raoce, wo did not foroe
ﬁursel*ve’s upon you, bhut were brought here in moat cases against our will; ‘
ut, neverthel'ess‘, we recognize that since being here, we have been vastly
benofitted. WQ havo got ten ﬁn‘.bita of industry, the English language, and

the Christian religion, and at the same time, wa, have tried in an humble
x4
Document 2: ""To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention,"

Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SG17778,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1
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| way, to render valuable sarvice to ‘the whits man in clearing the forests, |
‘ 'bundir;g the railroads, oultivating the lands, working the mines, as woll
an ;n many forms of domeatic amorvieco and in other aotivitiea.. our
fathers and mothars have he'lped nuras you and your children, and whan the
mle members of the family were away from home fighting in war that
might have mcant our contimued enslavement, wo reomained at home, working
your farms, supporting and protecting your helpRess wives and daughters.
When we have been called to perform any duty of citizenchip, whether -
,rieh't-ing o foreign foe, worldng the publio roads, or any other duty,

we have tried to do our hest,

Ve Weg of you to beur in mind that for more than twenty years the
Hegro in thia state has not, as a rule, been a disturbing or offetnsive -
element. Immediately after the war, we made miatakes just as would have
bean true of any people placed in the same position, but we have learned
our lesson from those mistakes and they are not likely to be repeated.

The ‘changes wrought by time and the Providcnce of God, it scoms to

usg, place your hody in a particularly responsible position. You asserble
at a time when your uwotlions will not‘ be dirsoted or restrioted by any
pressurs from the Federal goverixmen?. or eloewht;re. The North is almoat
unanimous in its agreement thai the futurs of the Negro in a large degree
rests with the South,. Almost for the first tiice since freedom came %o us,
a law-moking body asmembles in the Soutn, bearing the suprome law-making
power of the atate, and is left free to ect entirely untrammeled by oute
side influences. Almost for the first time, the Wegro is to rest his
future ‘1n a large dogroa upon the conscience and intelligence of a great
law-making body of a grgat Southern state. You have the power. The world
will watch while you aot.

It requires little thought, effort or strongth to degrade and pull

- down a weak race, but it ia the sign of great statesnanship to encourage

Document 2: "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention,"
Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SG17778,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2.
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and 1ift up a weak and unfortunate race. Deatruction 1is easy; oconstruct-
1on'39 }1fficult.

There are these among your petitioners who have persistently urged
the Negro to learn to trust his future with his Southern white neighbdor
and that when the supreme test came he would receive justice at his
handg. This 1s a crucial hour for those who have thus advised our race,
btut we' do not believe that owr faith in you will be misplaced., We Dbeliew
that tha possamsion of great power will deapen your sympathy for the
woak and dependent elements of owr populution. ., . . .

It soems to ug on the whole,'thnt the relations of the two races in
this state are reasonably satisfactory, and we tremble and foar lest
pomething will be done to disturb these relations and to bring die-
couragoment and ‘demoralizntion to our race.

Of the greatest impprtance is the sconomic consideratioﬂ. The
greater portioﬁ of our people are settled upon the plantations in the.
cotton raising diotriots, while a large number of others is in the mining
districts. Thesa pecple are ocoupving and cultivating land that i
largely owned by white people or operating other industries ovmed by
white people. Still others ;;re buying homes and thereby contributing .to
the welfare of the state. In most cases, thoy are a contented, producing,
law-abiding people. .Already, alarm is hesinhing to spread among them ,
and their fears are being worked upon by smigration agents and exodus
associations who aro telling them thnt under the new constitution the .
Yegro's citizenghip will be taken from him and that his achcols will be
virturlly blotted oute These ageéncies expwct in one way or another to
reap gain by reason of something that you,will do in your oonvention.

Anything that will unsettle and ocause axcitement Of peoplo at the

present time when, more than ever, in all parts of the state, ths race is

bveginning 'to improve, to settle down to habits of thrift, economy and

@)

Document 2: "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention,"
Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SG17778,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 3.
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common »senge, will not 'onhr prove 1nJurious to our raoce, but to yours
alsd. The his to'ry of mll moeé proves that a contented intelligemt
friendly working claas is the greatost peosssseion of any state.

The Negro youth must have some incentive for right. and ugeful living
held out to him., Lot the Negro youth feel that no matter how intelligent
or wuseful he makes himsolf, that there 1s no hope. of reward held out
before him, and there will be danger that he will become a bjehat,
revelling in orime and a body of death about the neck of the atate. In
a thousand ways, the ignorant, ehutiess, criminel Negro. will rotard the |
progress of the white race. _

.'Ihe Hegro im not seeking to rule the white man. In this state the
ﬁeero holds not a single eleoctive office., Whenever he votes, ha uanally
votés: for some white man a.ngl i9 loarning more and more to vote for the
best white men. Thers 1s in the last analysis a foeling of tendernsess,
good will and sympathy existing betweon the two races in thia state,
which the outside world can hardly understand or appreciate. We pray
that this relation may not he disturbed.

The Negro does ask, however, that since he is taxed, works the roads,
ia punished tor orime, is called upon to defend his country, that he have
some humble share in choosing those who ahall rule over him, eopecially
when he hag proven nis worthiness by becoming a taxpeyer and a worthy '
relieble citizen. While tho emount of direot taxes paid by the Negro is
small, all will acknowledge t?ha,t he is a large factor in onahling some
one slse to pary taxes} for the Negr_o who re-its a farm or a house not only
peya the rent, but indire'c.tly, the taxen aleo. ' . !

We rejolce in that we have reached & pericd in our development , when
we can speak in frank bhut friendly terms of the objects of your conven-
tion, the chiof aim of which is, we trust, the wise and Just government

of all the people of Alabama. In this high purpose, your petitioners

| V%
Document 2: "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention,"

Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SG17778,
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agree gnd ayzgpathize with you, We are .all owvners of property and tax:
payers and have the pame interest in good govermment that you have. Wo
know that tho task bofore you is & Golicate, trying and porplexing one.
In this connection, we desire to add that, in our humble-epinion, while
there muy be doubt and uncertainty in many direot‘lons, one thing ~:l§
abntlutely and umnistokebly olear,--thot nothing that is not absolutely
Just and fair, will ho parmanently anccessful. ,
Any law vhich will merely change the nawe and form of freud, or can
be interpreted as meaning ona thing when :appl-i.ed to one race opd -pomething |
elge when applied to another race, will not in our opinion 1m‘prove our
present condition, but may unsettle the peace and thrift of our people
‘and decrease the wealth and prosperity of Alabama.
While you deliberate and sct, bs assurad that you will have the

prayers und good wishes of thousands of black people in every part of

our state. . '
Reapeatfully submitted, ,

(8igned)

Chas. O, Boothe, . R. B, Ilee,

D.. Ha Tulane, Ad. Wimba,

Flijah Cook, . 8. 8. H. Washington, ¥. D,.,

John I, Thomas, . C. ¥Fo Stears, Sr.,

Booker T. Wn'uhington. Wm, Watkina,

M. H. Adams, Henry Todd,

Mbaea Davis, S. Roas,

He Ju A Loveleon'. » R. H. ?Ierron,

A. J. Wilborn, W. R. Pettiford,

A. J. Wood, W. H. Council,

J. W. Adams, R. B. Ruddon,

Jno. M. Nrowm, i Alfred C. Dungee, M. D,

<P
Document 2: "To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention,"

Alabama Secretary of State Constitutional Convention Proceedings, SG17778,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page S.
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Lesson 4: An Opposite View

1. Background information for teachers:

This lesson should be used with Lesson 3 in order to demonstrate differences of opinion
in an historical setting.

In the late 1880s and early 1890s the political power of the "Bourbon"
Conservative Democrats was challenged for the first time since they had
"redeemed" Alabama from Republican rule and Reconstruction. The Farmers'
Alliance arose in the 1880s to demand state intervention on behalf of small
farmers. Initially working within the Democratic Party, the reform movement by
the 1890s became increasingly independent with some of its more radical
members suggesting that small farmers ally with urban laborers and blacks (there
was a Colored Alliance, too) to press their agenda for cooperative commerce and
debt relief.

John T. Milner, a Birmingham-area engineer-turned-industrial developer,
articulated the successful Conservative counterattack. He warned in an 1890
pamphlet "White Men of Alabama Stand Together" of the dangers of returning to
Republican rule and the turmoil of Reconstruction should the white man desert
the Democratic Party. The same arguments would be advanced eleven years later
by proponents of the 1901 Constitution.

2. Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:
1. dentify and discuss opposite historical positions.

2. Synthesize a letter of response using historical background.

3. Suggested Activities:

1. Provide copies of Document 1, the pamphlet, "White Men of Alabama
Stand Together."

2. Ask the students to use the general suggestions for analyzing a written
document while reading the excerpts from the pamphlet.
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3. Ask the students the following questions:

a. What is Milner's reason for writing this pamphlet?

b. How do you think that writings like these helped to move white
north Alabamians from their support of the Republican party?

c. After reading this, can you determine Milner's political party
preference? '

4. Allow the students to compare and contrast Milner's publication with the
address To the Members of the Alabama Constitutional Convention found
in Lesson 3.

S. Assign the following:
You are Booker T. Washington. You have just read Senator Milner's

pamphlet. Write a letter to Sen. Milner explaining the need for equal
suffrage.

Document:

John Milner, White Men of Alabama Stand Together, Pamphlet Collection -
Subjects, LPR117, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama. Attached and on the web at http://www.archives.state.al.us/
teacher/ccon/lessond/doc1.html
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equal of the white man, and like them they will néver desist until

-New York, Connecticut, and perhaps now in Rhode Istand. ‘To 7
'save these States to thé Republican party, auy ordinary polmcal :

decay and ruin has overtaken both races in Alabama.

This is the simple truth of my second and self-evident proposi-
tion. In Barbadoes aloneé have the whites continhued to hold power,
and in Barbadoes alone does the negro, unaided by ei ither Coolie and
Chinese emigration, kecp up the « griculture, and here ulone have
the white people maintained a decent and orderly- civilization.

" “T'here has'not been a moment of peace in Alabama, since
the black Republican party was organized at Cbucago in June,
1860, except perhaps, when the Democrats held the lower
‘house from 1875 to 1888, and therc never will be, as long as
the Republicens contr ol the Government of the United S?ates,
They will continue to utilize the negro as Eubnca,ni: fowe their:
party machinery as long as there is-any grease 1&& i m’m mab’if«*
until'he becomes like a squeesed lemon, and has ng jmcm@é@
‘in him, and just so long will there be unrest amoug‘zhg wir E
pe«)ple in Alabama.

T 1860 it was the - wrongs of the poor ncgro:’ I‘ii 1891; it_
is the mgﬁts of the poor negro. - b

‘I'he flegro has the balanee of power in Illmms, Imlxanmi *Olno\

mavement would be proper, but when bs) such movement it is-cvi-
dent, or if not_evident, probable, that material, social, and political
ruin will he the result in Alabdma, and others of the Southern
States, this movemetit ceases to be political and becomes a crime:
which if we in our present condition, ‘cannot resent or obviate, is
marked down, by the Ruler of the Universe, against this great nation
for future consideration. Ifit is to continpe, whethér I do r‘ight or
wrong, I would like Hannibal swwedr every new born’ child in the
South to eternal hatred to our political persecutors. the Republi-
can party.

Had Daniel Webster not died our civil war would not have
begun, as his grand eloguence. in fighting Sumner, Seward and
others of their party, on the question of aholition stayed the tide
uniil he was laid away in death.

They labor side by side with white men, are schooled by the
State precisely as white children are. In our criminal proceedings.
and courts we treat them as a race far better than they are treated

24
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i the courts of the Northern States.  Ifanyonc will take the trouble
1o ook upoy and examine prge 1605 ol the second volume of the
Compendinm of the United Stotes Census for 1580, he will ud Lhst
in Alubame we hud convicted and sentenced to ouwt penitentinry
then, only onenegno to every 1,923, whilst from Massachiaetts, theState
Frown wheneeallthe pplitical ills forthe Sonth emanate, they eonvieted
and setitenced to boer penitentiary, one negro in. cvery 584 negro citi-
sens; i Penosylvanis, one negro to every 447; in Indiana, the
home of the President of the United States, ong negro in every 284,
In other words Massachueils courtsare four times hiarder om them
than Alabama courts; DPenn- iylvamin, Gve times; and Indiana
courts sever tinies medner 1o the negro asa racé than Alabama
courts. What, then, is the rcason for this attempted violation of
" all the laws of naturc and humanity? Fanaticism, cotipled with
party ‘purpose, alohe can sgcount for it. If let alone the whites
- can, and will, control, man age, and steer the unevenly ﬁe‘ighted,
ship of State of Alabuma pruudly and grundly down the stream of
. Time,  But il the sword of Breunus is to be cast into the scale,and -
(he negro again should rule herc, it would be bt.ttcr, as. sufigrested.
by the great English his rorian, Froude, i reference. to the I}nghsh
West Indies, it left in conrol of their negroes, thal Alabami with,
her’ ﬁretghu:d cargo should sink beneath the waves and bhe Iorever
lost.
WHITE MEN OF ALABAMA, STAND 'I‘OGETH‘ER a

Document 1 - John Milner, White Men of Alabama Stand Together, Pamphlet
Collection - Subjects, LPR117, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama.
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Lesson 5: Voting After the Constitution of 1901

1. Background information for teachers:

The Constitution of 1901 included a host of new voting requirements to restrict suffrage
to "the intelligent and the virtuous voter." The new requirements were designed to take
away the vote of African Americans without running afoul of the 15th amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, which prohibited denying the right to vote on the basis of race.
Residency and literacy requirements along with poll tax and property qualifications were
included, as was a provision that voters be engaged in a lawful business. Poor whites who
might have been disqualified by these restrictions could be "grandfathered" in for life if
they or their ancestors had served in the military or if they were of "good character" and
"understood the duties of citizenship." The new Constitution effectively disfranchised
nearly all black Alabamians and dramatically reduced the numbers of white voters as
well.

2. Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:
1. Define the terms "suffrage” and "poll tax."”
2. Discuss the limitations of suffrage as written in the 1901 constitution.

3. Compare and contrast voting qualifications and rights from the Jim Crow
era and those of the present.

3. Suggeéted Activities/Analysis for Entire Lesson:
1. Make a copy of Document 1.

2. Ask the students to use the general suggestions for analyzing a written
document.

3. Ask the students to guess why J. G. Crommelin, Jr. was given a certificate
of registration for life.

4. Make a copy of the Synopsis of Voting Requirements.
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S. After reading the voting requirements, ask the students which of the
provisions might have been met by J. G. Crommelin, Jr.

6. Ask the students to list those people who could NOT vote under the
provisions of the new constitution.

7. Make a copy of Document 2 and Document 3.

8. Allow the students to compare the numbers of white and black voters who
had to pay the poll tax in each document.

9. Allow the students to compare and contrast the numbers of white and
black voters from the Perry County, Radfordville precinct in 1892
(Document 2) and in 1902 (Document 3). What can be gathered from this
data?

10.  Using reference materials, ask the students to find out the qualifications
for voting in the present time.

11. Ask the students to make a list of similarities and differences between
voting rights of the present time and those of 1901.

Documents:

Document 1: "Life certificate of registration," Crommelin Family Papers, LPR62,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson5/doc1.html

Document 2: "List of Registered Voters, Radfordville Precinct, Perry County,
1892," LG5494 folder 2, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson5/doc2.html

Document 3: "Poll List, Radfordville Precinct, Perry County, 1902," LG2313,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ccon/lesson5/doc3.html

ERIC E




'

sy 0 i
. ﬁtrh (I»#mwi'ﬁ

j/;d Ji ", { M’/ / g@’:ﬁ(

skl tovn:

.
¥
'
[y

Document 1: "Life certificate of registration," Crommelin Family Papers, LPR62,

Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Synopsis of Voting Requirements from the
Constitution of 1901:

The applicant must:

1. have resided in Alabama for two years, his county for one year and his ward for
three months;
2. have paid a poll tax of $1.50, retroactive to 1901 or to the year when voting age

was reached on or before February 1 in the election year;

3. own real or personal property worth $300 or more or forty acres of land on which
the taxes had been paid; (The assets of the wife could be used for the voter, if
necessary.)

4. be able to read and write any article in the constitution in English to the

satisfaction of the registrars;
5. have been engaged in a lawful business for the previous year;
6. have been free of conviction of crime.

Additionally, until January of 1903, a man who met the age, residence and poll tax
requiremerits could register to vote for life provided that he had been in the army or navy
in previous wars. This provision was also extended to those who were descendants of
sailors or soldiers. Also, the vote was extended to those men who exhibited good
character and understood the duties of citizenship.

Source:

William Warren Rogers, Robert David Ward, Leah Rawls Atkins and Wayne Flynt,
Alabama: The History of a Deep South State (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press,
1994), p. 347.
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Document 3: "Poll List, Radfordville Precinct, Perry County, 1902," LG2313,

Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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