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Project Description

This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source
materials into their classrooms. It consists of teaching units on Alabama history
organized in ten chronological/subject areas:

Creek War, 1813-1814
Settlement

Slavery

Civil War
Reconstruction

1901 Constitution
World War 1
Depression/New Deal
World War II

Civil Rights Movement

While these units cover some of the most critical and significant periods in Alabama
history, the selected lessons are meant to be representative rather than comprehensive.
These units were designed to augment the study of Alabama, yet they are useful in the
study of the United States, the world, and the social studies in general. The documents
can also be used to supplement the study of other curriculums.

Each unit contains background information for the teacher and is made up of several
lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, suggested activities, and documents.
Documents are reproduced in the original form and transcribed when necessary. Primary
source materials may be printed and reproduced for classroom use. Lessons can be used
without modification, adapted for specific class use, or entire new lessons and activities
may be created based on the primary source materials provided.

Purpose of the Project

The 1992 Alabama Social Studies Course of Studies emphasized the use of primary
source documents to "enrich the social studies program and enable students to visualize
and empathize with people of other times and places.” These documents help students
vividly understand the feelings and actions of Jeremiah Austill at the Canoe Fight of
1813, of riders on the first integrated buses in Montgomery at the conclusion of the
famous bus boycott, of women nursing wounded Civil War soldiers, and of destitute
Alabama families during the Depression. These documents enrich the study of Alabama
history and the study of all civilizations.



The Alabama Department of Archives and History is the official repository for Alabama
government documents and holds many of the most important books, documents, visual
matenials and artifacts that document the history of Alabama and the South. The purpose
of this project is to bring those materials to students, and to organize them in such a way
that teachers can easily utilize them in the classroom.
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This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source
materials into their classrooms. Each unit contains background information for the
teacher and is made up of several lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives,
suggested activities, and documents. Documents are reproduced in the original form and
transcribed when necessary. Primary source materials may be printed and reproduced for
classroom use. Lessons can be used without modification, adapted for specific class use,
or entire new lessons and activities may be created based on the primary source materials
provided.



Using Primary Sources in the Classrooom: Settlement
Unit

Introduction to the Settlement Unit:

The defeat of the Creek Indians opened the heartland of Alabama to white settlement and caused
Alabama fever to sweep the nation. Pioneers by the thousands left Tennessee, Georgia, the
Carolinas, and Virginia seeking fertile land for growing cotton. Mississippi territorial law was in
place, but when Mississippi became a state, Congress created the Alabama Territory in 1817.
Congress designated St. Stephens as capital of the Alabama Territory and approved a legislature
of Alabama delegates already elected to the old Mississippi territorial legislature. William Wyatt
Bibb, a Georgia physician who had served in the United States Congress and had powerful
friends in Washington, was named Territorial governor. He was also elected as the first governor
when Alabama became a state December 14, 1819. He helped establish the government, pass
laws and administer justice. The following documents deal with cost of government, land
speculation, cotton, and law as settlers poured in the area during the early settlement of Alabama.



Lesson 1: From Territory to State

1. Background information for teachers:

The Comptroller of Public Accounts, also known as the Auditor of Public Accounts, served as
the state's chief financial officer responsible for virtually all revenue and accounting functions.
Vouchers were sent to the comptroller requesting payment from the state treasury for goods and
services rendered to the state including vouchers issued in 1817 and 1818 when the state was
governed as the Alabama Territory. After Alabama became a state in 1819, the office of the
comptroller continued its original functions, reporting to the state government rather than the
territorial government. The vouchers provide justifications for expenditures, such as salaries for
the governor, legislators, and other state officials; travel reimbursements for state legislators;
payment for supplies and services; and funding for state institutions, such as the University of
Alabama.

2. Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Identify the early governors. (See attachment and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/govslist.html

2. Identify the location of the territorial capital, temporary capital and first
permanent state capital. See attachment and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/capital/capitals.html

3. Identify the first steps necessary to change from a territory to a state.
4, Compare the cost of supplies as government became more complex.
5. Compare the role of government officials then and now.

3. Suggested Activities:
1. Make copies of Documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8and give to students.
2. Ask students to put documents in chronological order.

3. Define "comptroller.”
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4. Define "census."

5. Use general suggestions for analyzing a written document.
6. Discuss requirements for becoming a state.
7. List the topics discussed in documents (census, legislature, per diem, travel,

capital buildings, land military, etc.).

8. Identify the governors: territorial and state. Use text book to check dates of
tenure.
9. Using Document 8 study and discuss government income and expenses and

responsibilities in 1821 and today.

10.  Mapwork: Use a current Alabama road map and Document 9, the 1823 Tanner
map. For younger students, use Document 10, the hand-drawn 1819 map with
picture of Gov. William Wyatt Bibb.

a. identify places mentioned in Documents 1 - 8: towns, counties, and rivers.

b. Look at Document 11, the list of members of the 1819 Constitutional
Convention. Identify possible routes taken by territorial legislators to
attend the convention in Huntsville.

c. Discuss travel conditions at that time period.

d. Note the "chief towns and forts" mentioned in Document 12 and compare
their importance then with now.

€. Compare the location of the Federal Road and other routes with location

of modern highways. Note the correlation.

Document 1: "Lauderdale County Census Certificate," Alabama Comptroller of Public
Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 3, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/
settle/lessonl/docl.html

Document 2: "Dallas County Census Certificate," Alabama Comptroller of Public
Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 3, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/
settle/lessonl/doc2.html

Document 3: "Representative William Anderson Per Diem," Alabama Comptroller of
Public Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 3, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/
teacher/settle/lessonl/doc3.html



Document 4: '"Representative Samuel Bigham Per Diem," Alabama Comptroller of
Public Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/
settle/lessonl/doc4.html

Document 5: "Governor William Wyatt Bibb Salary,”" Alabama Comptroller of Public
Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/
settle/lessonl/doc5.html

Document 6: "Furnishings for the General Assembly - 20 December 1819," Alabama
Comptroller of Public Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 6, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ settle/lesson1/doc6.html

Document 7: "Travis and McJimsey Account," Alabama Comptroller of Public
Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 8, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/
settle/lesson1/doc7.html

Document 8: "Treasurer's Report 1821," John Coffee Papers, LPR27, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/settle/lesson1/doc8.html

Document 9: E. Lucas Jr. and B. Tanner, Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Map
of Alabama 1823, Map B-30, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/
settle/lesson1/doc9.html

Document 10: "Territory of Alabama 1819," Nathan H. Glick, Pen and Ink Drawings,
LPR92, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/settle/lesson1/doc10.html

Document 11: "Members of the Convention of Alabama," Alabama Secretary of State,
Register of State Legislators in the General Assemblies of Alabama 1819-1825, SG 3215,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/settle/lesson1/doc11.html

Document 12: Lucas Jr. and B. Tanner, Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Map of
Alabama 1823, Map B-30, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/settle/lessonl/
doc9t2.html
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Alabama Governors

The Current Governor:

Bob Riley

With the inauguration of Bob Riley, fifty-two persons have served as governor of the State of
Alabama (not counting those who served as acting governor or post-Civil War military

governor).
Numbe . o N
r Governor Elected County Term Political Party
Bob Riley | B
52 http://www.archives.state.al.us/govs_list/riley. ||Clay January 20, 2003 !|[Republican
. Jhmt N
51 Don Siegelman Mobile [1999-2003 Democrat
" |Ihttp://www.archives.state.al.us/ 1g_seiglhtml || 1 B ] ]
" " |
Forrest "Fob" James http://www. archrves.state. Lee 1/16 1995-1999 |[Republican
____ |al.us/govs_list/g james.html - ’ T T T
James E. Folsom http: //www arch1ves state | Apnl 22 1993- I
¥ Jaluslgovs listg folsophemt ™ ‘i‘f’ 1995 Demoerat
(Lieutenant Governor Jim Folsom, Jr. became governor upon conviction of Guy Hunt for
- |lethics violations) o L
Guy Hunt http://www.archives. state al. us/ { 1/19 1987 April .
¥ lpovs listg huneguhemt [N aaaees RPN |
George C. Wallace |
http://www.archives.state.al. us/ Barbour {|1/17 1983-1987 |[Democrat
. ligovs list/g wallac.html | I
Forrest "Fob" James ' 3 |
48 http://www.archives.state.al. us/ lLee 1/151979-1983 |{[Democrat
_____ lgovs list/g jameshtm! | W M. ]
June 5 -July 7, -
Jere Beasley Barbour Democrat
T o R 1972 B ]
(L1eutenant Govemor Jere Beasley became acting govemor while Govemor George Wallace
_|[was in a Maryland hospital for more than 20 days recovering from an assassination attempt) ,
George C. Wallace }
http://www.archives.state.al. us/ Barbour |[1/18 1971-1979 |{[Democrat
__ligovs list/g wallachtml =~ _' DR NN
Albert P. Brewer '
47 http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Morgan |5/7 1968-1971 Democrat
_|lgovs_list/g brewer.html N

“(Lleutenant Governor Albert Brewer became acting governor for a portron ofonedayas

5
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Govemor Lurleen Wallace rece1ved medlcal treatment out- of-state for more than 20 days. He
became governor upon the death of Lurleen Wallace)

46 Lurleen B. Wallace http://www.archives.state. Tuscaloo 1/16 Democrat
al.us/govs_list/g_walllu.html 5cal00sa - 111967-1968
George C. Wallace http://www. archlves state 1/14
# Jlalus/govs list/g_wallac.html Barbour {1563 1967 |Pemocrat
John Patterson http://www.archives. state al.us/ 1/19
*  Jlgovs lisvg patterhem el lioso-1963 |Pemecrat
James E. Folsom 17
http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Cullman 1955-1959 Democrat
govs_list/g folsom.html e
Gordon Persons V15
43 http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Montgomery Democrat
. 1951-1955
govs listg personhtml [ ]
James E. Folsom 1/20
42 http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Cullman 1947-1951 Democrat
govs listg folsomhtml L. . _ )
Chauncey M. Sparks 1/19
41 http://www .archives.state. Barbour Democrat
) 1943-1947
alus/govs listg sparkshtml 0 - _
Frank M. Dixon 117
40 http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Jefferson 1939-1943 Democrat
__|lgovs_list/g dixonfhtml B B R ]
Bibb Graves http: //www archives. state al us/ Monteomer 1/ 14 Democrat
|lgovs_listg_graveshtml C o |OMEOmeLY yig3s.1939 (PO |
Benjamin M. Miller http: //www archlves state . 1/19 1931-
39 __|lal.us/govs_list/g_millerhtml XV}I_CO_)'(_W 1935 Democrat
Bibb Graves http://www. arch1ves state. al us/ 1/17
8 lpovslistg graveshmt MM 507,193 |PemOcrt
Charles McDowell Tulv 10-11
http://www.archives.state.al.us Barbour 192y grkn > |IDemocrat
_|/conoff/mcdowell.html I |
(Lieutenant Governor Charles McDowell became act1ng governor when Gov. Brandon spent
21 days in New York City chairing the state delegation to the 1924 Democratic Convention.
According to the 1901 Constitution, if the governor is out of the state more than 20 days, the
__ |llieutenant governor becomes acting governor) e
William W. Brandon | 115
37 http://www.archives.state. Tuscaloosa Democrat
) 1923-1927
____llalus/govs list/g brando.html _
Thomas E. Kilby i 120 |
% |Ibtwswww archives.state.al.us Jfcehoun Jiorg-1903  [Pemocr




— [Vsovs list/g kilbythtml

Charles Henderson 1/18
35 http://www.archives.state.al.us Pike 1915-1919 Democrat
/govs_list/g_hender.html o
Emmett O'Neal i 117
34 http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Lauderdale Democrat
1911-1915
govs_list/g onealmhtml || B L R
Braxton B. Comer 114
33 http://www.archives.state.al.us Jefferson 1907-1911 Democrat
/govs_list/g_comerb.html N
Russell Cunningham
http://www.archives.state. Jefferson ‘51; 5251’ 9109504_ Democrat
al.us/govs_list/g_cunninhtml —— §
(Lieutenant Governor** Russell Cunningham became acting governor during Govemor Jelks'
__Jiillness) L
William D. Jelks
32 http://www.archives.state.al.us Barbour ||6/11 1901-1907 Democrat
__|[/govs_list/g_jelksw.html 7 L
(President of Senate, W1111am J elks became governor upon the death of Governor Samford:
_____isubsequently he was elected to a four-year term as governor)
William J. Samford 12/26
31 http://www.archives.state.al. Lee Democrat
. 1900-1901
. lus/govs listg samforhtml | _
William D. Jelks
http://www.archives.state.al.us Barbour December 1-26, Democrat
1900
- t /govs_list/g_jelksw.html - . e
(President of the Senate, W1111am Jelks became act1ng govemor because Governor W1111am
Samford sought medical treatment out-of-state during the initial days of his administration
_'|which began December 1, 1900) e
Joseph F. Johnston http://www. archlves state i
0 Jatusigovs lisvg johnsthemi  |Pereron R IO ||
William C. Oates
29 http://www .archives.state.al.us Henry 12/1 1894-1896 Democrat
_I/govs list/g oatesw.html = = L S | S
Thomas G. Jones
28 http://www.archives.state.al.us Montgomery |{12/1 1890-1894 Democrat
/govs_list/g jonesthtml | e L
Thomas Seay http://www. arch1ves state al us/ i
37*-'“ govs list/g_seaythhtml i Hale_ N I?fl 1886 1890~ B Democrat
2 |Bdward A ONeal hupiiwwww.archives.sate. [ ool 1952 1886 |[Democrat
al.us/govs list/g oneale.html | IR




|Rufus W. Cobb - 11/28
25 http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Shelby 1878-1882 Democrat
_ |lgovs list/g _cobbru.html o
George S. Houston http://www.archives.state. ||, . 11/24
24 lalus/govs listg houstohtml  |[Amestone g7, 1573 Democrat
David P. Lewis 117
23 http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Madison 1872-1874 Republican
govs_list/g_lewisd.html
Robert B. Lindsay http: //www archives.state. 11/26
2 lalusigovs listrg lindsahtm |t Jligg0.1872 Democrat
William H. Smith http: //www archives. state .
21 al.us/govs_list/g_smithw.html Randolph }|7/24 1868-1870 Republican
Wager Swayne http://www .archives.state.al.us Montgomery ||1867-1868
/govs_list/g swayne.html e
] JkApp01nted military governor) B ]
Robert M. Patton http://www.archives.state.al. 12-13 1865 Dec .
20 us/govs_list/g_patton.html o Lauderdale - 1867 Pre-War Whig
19 Lewis E. Parsons http://www. archlves state.al. Talladega 1865 June - Democrat
__|lus/govs_list/g_parson.html T ||December
| IrAppomted provisional govemor) e
Thomas H. Watts 121
18 http://www.archives.state.al.us Montgomery Democrat
1863-1865
_|/govs_list/g_wattst.html R R
John G. Shorter http://www. archlves state. al 12/2
17 llus/govs listg shortehtml  |[P¥POUT ligeyige3 [[Pemocrt
Andrew B. Moore 12/1
16 http://www .archives.state.al. Perry Democrat
1857-1861
_|lus/govs_list/g moorea.html I ] ]
John A. Winston 12/20
15 http://www.archives.state.al.us Sumter Democrat
: : 1853-1857
/govs_list/g winsto.html _  — §{ |
Henry W. Collier 12/17
14 http://www .archives.state.al.us Tuscaloosa Democrat
1849-1853
/govs_list/g colliehtml 4 i
Reuben Chapman http: //www archlves state.al. l . 12/16
1_3__ ||lus/govs_list/g chapma.html 1 Madlson 1847-1849 t)emocir?t
Joshua L. Martin http://www. archlves state al 12/10
2 lus/govs lisvg martinhemt ' Tuscaloosa |ligas 1847 [Domoor™
Benjamin Fitzpatrick 11/22
' Ibtpiwww.archives state. l Autaugr  Jigar-1ses  [Pememt |
8
iS5




V Ial us/govs_list/g ﬁtzpa html o |

Arthur P. Bagby 11/31
10 http://www.archives.state.al.us Monroe 1837-1841 Democrat
/govs_list/g_bagbya.html L
9 Hugh McVay http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Lauderdale |17/17 1837 Democrat
govs_list/g_mcvayb.html
(President of the Senate, Hugh McVay became governor upon Governor Clay's appointment
to the U.S. Senate) L L
Clement Comer Clay 11/21
8 http://www.archives.state. Madison 1835-1837 Democrat
al.us/govs_list/g_claycc.html B
7 John Gayle http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Greene 11/26 Democrat/
govs_list/g_gaylej.html ) - 1831-1835 Whig
| .
6 Samuel B. Moore http://www.archives.state.al. Jackson 3/3 1831 Democrat
us/govs_list/g_moores.html B 1
(President of the Senate, Samuel Moore became governor upon Governor Gabriel Moore's
election to the U.S. Senate)
5 Gabriel Moore http://www.archives.state.al.us/ Madison 11/25 Democrat
govs_list/g_mooreg html __?___7 ~ 1[1829-1831
John Murphy http: //www archlves state al us/ 11/25
4 |lgovs listg_murphyhtml - |Monmroe g5 1gp9 |[Democrat
3 Israel Pickens http://www. arch1ves state al us/ Greene 11/9 Democrat
__|lgovs_list/g_picken.html T e21-1825
> Thomas Bibb http: //www arch1ves state al us/ | 'Limestone 7/25 Democrat
_|lgovs_list/g_bibbth.html L ‘ ~ 7 ||1820-1821
(President of the Senate, Thomas Blbb became govemor upon the death of his brother
||Governor WilliamBibb) -
William Wyatt Bibb http: //www archlves state )
I al.us/govs_list/g bibbwm.html 7 _“I Autauga ’1 }/9 1819-1820 |Democrat
EOTES:

* Initially, the governor served a two-year term. The Alabama Constitution of 1901 set the term at four years and
prohibited a governor from serving two consecutive terms. Constitutional Amendment No. 282, ratified in 1968,
allows the governor to serve two consecutive terms.
** The Constitution of 1901 designated the lieutenant governor as next in line to succeed the governor followed by
the president pro tem of the Senate.
*** The Constitution of 1901 states that if the governor is absent from the state for more than 20 days, then the
lieutenant governor shall assume the powers and duties of the governor until his return.

Authorities:
Gubernatorial Election Results, Secretary of State's Office.
Rogers, William Warren et al., Alabama: The History of a Deep South State, 1994.




Capitols of Alabama

-

As a separate territory and state since 1817, Alabama has had five capitals. Saint Stephens,
in southwest Alabama, was designated in the Congressional act creating the territory as the
temporary seat of government. There, two sessions of the territorial legislature met. In
accordance with the enabling act for statehood, the first Constitutional Convention
assembled in the north Alabama town of Huntsville in 1819, where the first session of the
General Assembly was held in the same year.

- L fiss i'l'?'mj;' 1"4&, Mg% ,r i L;r_p;
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The first State Capital in Cahaba

The territorial legislature, however, had chosen Cahaba (also spelled Cahawba), at the
confluence of the Cahaba and Alabama Rivers, as the site for the capital of the state, so the
second session of the legislature met there in 1820. Cahaba also was designated as the

ERIC © 17




temporary seat of government in the Constitution, which expressly gave the 1825-26
legislature the power to decide upon a permanent site. That session of the General Assembly
took the opportunity to select Tuscaloosa for the new capital, deserting the oft-flooded and
unhealthy Cahaba site.

Tuscaloosa was a thriving community located on the shoals of the Black Warrior River and
had been a strong candidate for the capital site when Cahaba had been chosen for the honor
in 1819. Serving as the home for the government beginning in 1826, however, it was
increasingly inconvenient as a seat of government for the rapidly growing state. Alabama's
population gains concentrated in the state's more eastern counties as Indian lands there
opened to white settlement, prompting a clamor for a more centrally located capital.

The State House in Tuscaloosa, Al

An amendment approved by the voters of Alabama struck out the section of the Constitution
designating the 1825-26 selection as the "permanent" site for the capital, freeing the
legislature in 1846 to choose another site from among a number of competing river towns.
Montgomery, on the Alabama River, won the ensuing 16-ballot contest in the General
Assembly.

Andrew Dexter, one of the founders of the town, had held on to a prime piece of property in
long anticipation of the capital's eventual move to Montgomery. Dubbed "Goat Hill" for its
use as pasturage, the site retained that affectionate appellation despite attempts to dignify
the spot with names like "Lafayette Hill" (after the 1825 visit of the Marquis de Lafayette)
and "Capitol Hill" (after the 1847 construction of the Capitol).
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The early State Capitol in Montgomery

In selecting Montgomery the legislature expressly provided that the state should be put to no
expense in securing lands or in erecting a capitol building. Thus, the citizens of the town
immediately organized to secure the "Goat Hill" site and begin erecting a building. Bonds
for $75,000 were issued by the municipality which were taken up by local real estate dealers
and investors. The Greek Revival plan of the new capitol was drawn up by Stephen D.
Button; the contractors were B.F. Robinson and R.W.R. Bardwell. The completed building
was presented to the state on December 6, 1847, at the beginning of the legislature's first-
ever biennial session.

On December 14, 1849, near the beginning of the General Assembly's second session in
Montgomery, the Capitol was destroyed by fire. Moving to temporary quarters to continue
deliberations., the legislature in February of 1850 appropriated $60,000 with which the
central section of the present building was erected upon the foundations of the burned
original. A new architect, Barachias Holt, designed the new structure.

During the 1870-72 period several improvements were made to increase the convenience
and appearance of the Capitol's lower floor, but no increase in its capacity was made from
its re-erection in 1851 until 1885. In February of the latter year, the legislature appropriated
$25,000 for a "needed enlargement," which became an east wing.

Another $150,000 was appropriated in 1903 to purchase the privately owned property
making up the south end of the capitol square, where a south wing was erected in 1905-06.
A north wing followed in 1911 when an additional $100,000 came from the legislature. An
addition to the east wing was completed in 1992 as part of a major restoration and
refurbishing project for the entire structure.
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The Current State Capitol in Montgomery '
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Document 1 - ""Lauderdale County Census Certificate,”" Alabama Comptroller of Public
Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 3, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama.
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Document 1 — Transcription

Executive office
St. Stephens 6 Nov 1818

I hereby certify that Hezikiah Tate, has
deposited in this office a census of the County
of Lauderdale by which it appears that
the toal of inhabitants in said County is
1965, and that he is entitled to the sum of
$24.56.

Wm. W. Bibb

To the auditor of Public accounts
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Document 2 - "Dallas County Census Certificate," Alabama Comptroller of Public

Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 3, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
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Document 2 transcript:

Executive office
St. Stephens 11 Nov 1818

I hereby certify that George Shirly has re-
ported in this office a Census of the County
of Dallas by which it appears that the
total of inhabitants in said County
is 1757 & that he is entitled to the
sum of $21.96.

Wm W Bibb

To the auditor of Public Accounts
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Docu ment 3 - "Representatlve William Anderson Per Diem," Alabama Comptroller of
Public Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 3, Alabama Department of Archives and

History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Document 3 transcript:
The Alabama Territory Dr To William Anderson
1818

For 20 Days attendance in the General Assembly
as a representative from the 2nd to the 21st November } $100
both inclusive at $5 per diem }

Mileage in going to & returning from St. Stephens }
say 160 miles, at $5 for every 20 miles }  $ao0

I do hereby certify that the above account

is correct; and the auditor of public

accounts will issue his warrant in favor

of said Anderson for the said sum of

one hundred & forty Dollars.—

Given under my hand in the representative

Hall, this 21 November 1818.
J.W. Walker
Speaker of the House
of Representatives
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Document 4: "Representatnve Samuel Bigham Per Diem," Alabama Comptroller of Public
Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives and History,

Montgomery, Alabama.
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Document 4 transcript:

State of Alabama
To Samuel Bigham Dr
To 45 days attendance as a Representative
From the County of Lawrence at $5.

Perday - - - - - - = - = = = = = - = = - - - - -225
" 440 miles going and returning at $5 for }
every 20 miles e e e }  $110.00
335.00

I do hereby certify that the above account
amounting to three hundred and thirty five dollars
is correct.
December 1819 G. W. Owen

Speaker of the

House of Rep't

Received of the comptroller his warrant

on the State Treasurer for the above amocunt.
Samuel Bigham
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Document 5: "Governor William Wyatt Bibb Salary," Alabama Comptroller of Public
Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives and History,

Montgomery, Alabama.
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Document S transcript:
State of Alabama - - - - - - - Dr
To Wm W Bibb

For first quarter's salary as Governor
commencing the 9th day of November
1819, (the day on which the oath of office
was taken) and ending the 9th of February
1820 -—------mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm——m—— oo $625.00

Received of Samuel Pickens Comptroller his
No. 6
warrant “on the Treasury for the amount
of the above account.
Received payment

Wm W Bibb
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Document 6: "Furmshmgs for the General Assembly 20 December 1819 " Alabama

Comptroller of Public Accounts, Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 6, Alabama Department of
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Document 6 transcript:

State of Alabama

To Samuel McGraw Dr

1819
Dec. 20th To 2 Stoves furnished the House of Representatives
and allowed by the General Assembly by an Act
passed on the 17th day of December 1819, entitled an
' $40.00 "Act making appropriations to certain
persons therein named
Huntsville Dec. 20th 1819 Rec of Samuel Pickens Comptroller

of public accounts his warrant for the am. Of the above acct.

Samuel McGraw
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Document 7: "Travis and McJimsey Account," Alabama Comptroller of Public Accounts,
Vouchers, SG8355, Folder 8, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
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Document 7 transcript:

Cahaba 26th October 1820 $ cts
To Secretary of State

In the account with Travis & McJimsey

1820
May 30To 4 Pieces tape 12: 50

1 vial of Ink 50

1 Paper Inkpowder 25
April 13 % Rhim Writing Paper 8.50 4.25

20 100 Quils 1.75
July 31 2 Blank Books 1.50 3.00
August 12 To paper sand .50
$ 10.75

The comptroller of Public Accounts will issue his warrant
for the am't of the above account Nov. 22, 1820.
As governor and State secretary & friend.

Thomas Bibb
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Document 8: "Treasurer's Report 1821," John Coffee Papers, LPR27, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, Page 1.
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Document 8: "Treasurer's Report 1821," John Coffee Papers, LPR27, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, Page 2
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Document 8: Transcript of note at bottom of printed page and page two:

Cahawba 17th Nov. 1821

Dear Sirs

You will see by the above that our treasury is
empty, and that we are likely to go home unrewarded for
our valuable labour --we have as yet however earned
but little. The committees have not yet reported. The
most important measures in contemplation are the
apportionment, the State Bank Charter which is now before
the House tho not acted upon—the title of the Seminary
lands & the established of a University in this state &
the treasurers(?) Bill, which has not yet been reported.

We have not received anything from you relative
to the School Section near Florence, which was intimated
before I left home, & if sent on, I fear will come to hand
too late to be acted on this session.

The health of this place has much improved since
I arrived here, and the members generally at this time
are well. Respectfully yours

Jno. Craig

Address:
Cahaba 182
19 Nov

Genl John Coffee

Near Florence
Lauderdale County
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Document 9: E. Lucas Jr. and B. Tanner, Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Map of
Alabama 1823, Map B-30, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
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CIVIL DIVIBIONS AND POPULATION,

Countios, Wistes,  Froe eoloured. Slaves, Total,
Monvoc, 8018 30 3784 8838
Mobile, 1673 103 . 816 W72
Clarke, Kyt 26 2035 5839
Juekson, #1390 &3 539 8rs51
CGonneguly, ‘3769 13 19391 5713
8¢, Cluir, 3607 6 333 4184

. Thscaloosa, 5894 0 2335 8939

Shalby, a1 0 405 9416
. DUTBNO, 2053 15 865 2033
RBaldwin, 631, 61 100L 1713
Nutler, 833 1 569 1405
Autuuga, R03 3 1647 3853
Wileox, 1598 7 1354 2017
THount, 2239 1 173 2415
Bibib, 2630 0 785 676
Dollug, 333¢ 2 plirae 6003
Groang, -2861 2 1631 4554
Limestone, 622 H 2919 9871
Mar[‘:m. 4394 11 858 5363
Yranklin, 5308 13 1667 4988
Landerdsle, 3556 it 1378 4963
klenty, 2014 1 606 2659
Mudison, 8813 46 8623 17,481
Montgomery, 5941 8 2655 GROM
Decatur, :
Lawrence,
Mation,
Jefferion,
Tickans, L+aid out sluce the census was taken,
Perry,
Waoshingtan,
Pike,
Coviugton,
Tota), 83,471 571 41,859 127,501
CHIEF TOWNY AKD FORTS.

Mobife 19 an the westart ehunticl of Mobila river, nanr ita antrince into Moblle bay, 1t is builtona
lilgh bank, in o dry und commnnding situstion | but the appraneh o the town for vesicls druwing move
than eight foet of water in dificalt and clreuitous. The country in the resre |a unscttled pine woods.
While-this town was under the dorminion of the French uml Bpaniards, it wan 2 mere military post,
Whenit came Into possession of the United Butes, in 1813, it contuined only 100 houses 3 but since the
il progroems of (e settlements vn the Tumbeekbee and Atubamu, an” attempt hug been mide to
‘muke ’it :ﬁe depot tor the produce of thie country on those vivetd, Thore 15, bowever, a vigorous e
valry botwoaon thio pinee and Rlukely. . o o '
 Riakaly io on the Tenoaw, or eastern outlet of Mobile river, 10 miles E. N, E, of Mabile, Itis atew
tﬂ'\ﬂl..‘ﬁ:l out in 1813, und has considerabla advantngay ngon emparium for commeoree, The spmo
wind thit enables a veasel to enter Mubile bay will carry her tn the whpeves of Blukely, Anotherad
mzige ks an opon road to the r’urkll improving couulty o Alabama river.  Vemsals drawing 13 fest

- of Woter can guter the port at full tide.  The town is sbundantly supplied with excellent watér,

Document 12: Lucas Jr. and B. Tanner, Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Map of
Alabama 1823, Map B-30, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama, Page 1
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CHIEY TOWNS, (contisucd.)
Lamereilie is e Bourishing towrn in Madison county, on Tndizn creck, lbal:umh of Tennessco ri.

ve& :.I;m mm:u& mntv{“ilu ':?3,: 111_\-1 upi M‘.f'ﬁ in population.
rephen®s Is on the westaide "owhec] t cad hooncy 80 miles b;
o 1%ty v Wt tho [ narigatlon, 80 wmilzs by

waser.
Cohawda, the seat of proveramert, o at the junction of Czhadrin viver with the Abbams, 77 miles

notth.cadt of . Stepherts,
Decaspalis ts 0 French setil: on the Tombezkbee, at the confl f the Rlack Warrior,
Fyrt Soddurt is cn the vest side of Mobile river, sboat ha¥ woy betvocn Moblle and S, Stephen's.
Bt Cliberas bs un Aha cast side of tha Alsbama, at tho bead of schooner navigation, 60 wriles sbove
its o0 with the Tombeekbee,

Jeekaon Is dear the junction of th Coeas and Tallapusa rivers.

EDUCATION, ROADS, CANALS, &c.
.

When-Alabems was admitted ints the union tn 1819, the govermment of the United States granted
to the state, on cortain conditians, one section or thirtysixth part of every townsh'p, fos e suppert of
schools, end twn hips for tho establish: of an anivenity. Pive percentatso of the net pros
cceds arising from lhcécotpnhlhhmh is appropriated 1o the making of roads and canaly, and im.
roving the cavigation of rivers. _As the condition of teso ty, the state agrees that no fands be.

g to the United Sutes thafl be tazed for any purpose nrlhctcmofﬁvcwon from the day of
sale, acd that dll the navigabls waters within the state shall for erer remaln publio highways, fice to
all b citizens of the Unlted States without any tas or tell.

GOVERNMENT,

The comtitution of the etate of Alabama was ndapted by o convention which mat st Hunteyille, in
July, 1819, in pursiance of an att of congress passed In the month of March preeeding. ‘Ihe powers

government are di iuto iree distinet departmeats.  The legishuive power i vested in tvo
branches, » senste srd a bouse of represcotatives, togethzr ealled the amembly. The mem-
bers of the house of representstives are chosen sanuslly. No other than a citzen of the United
States, who has been an izhahitant of the state two years next beforo his cloction, can bo elested nyo-
presestative.  Each county scnds o numbey of rapresentutives oned to its tion, Beoa-
\ora are chosen fors term of thoce yéars, ind vicatc thelr xeats by rotaticn, ooo-thisd being chosensn.
aually. They arg clected by districts, and in aiditien to the g tions rerpiredof representatives,
cach senator must have attained the age «f 27, The cxccutive pover Is vested ina governer, who is
choacn by the penple for s term of tvo years, sod isnot ¢ fbr more than four yess in any term
of ix, ‘He munt be thirty yeam of age, a native citizen of the United Biates,and bave resided i the .
flate ot least four years preceding the clection,  Every bill which has pamsed toth bouses I preseraed
10 the governor, If ho disapproves, hie returms it to the house jo which it ot\'{imlul. with hia objec.
tions, ithiandiny which a msjority of tle whole number clected in each hosse is competent to
passitintna baw. “The jedicial power is vested io ene supromo court, ta cirarit courts for esch coun-
iy, amd In uch inferior courts as tho legislature may from time to time cstblish, The juiges,are
electad by joint ballcs of the amscmliy, beld thoir afices during good betavioar, and recelve  stited
¢eampensaton, which cannst be dimionhed during their continuance In uffice. Ths elective franchise
is vemed in o) whito male perssas of the age of 31 years and apwands, citizeas of the United Stotes, |
¥bo have resided in the wato oo yrar next preceding an election, and threo mooths In the cousty, |
tity, er tywn Inwhich the alecton L hetd,

Pl

Document 12: Lucas Jr. and B. Tanner, Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Map of
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ALABAMA. . "No. 30.

; HISTORICAL SKETCIHL.

The country within the lmits of the state of Alabama, nlthouﬁh but very reccm)y'sctucd, is baliev.
nd tn have heen vislted by Euvopenns 5o Jong ago aa the midille of the sixtaenth contury, In May
1535, Perdinand de Soto, governor of Cuba, lapded in Flosda, with o considerable bady af mon, sud

have cocountered numerous difficulties, and to have traversed o vast extent of country. After nosing
throu| “; neries of romantic adventures, ha io said to have died on the hank of the ?;]wlnnlpp the
year 2 -

From this period many yeam eclapsed without any further attempt to penetmate into the country cast
of tha Misalsaippl. * Nearly the whole territury bolwoen the prefent limin of Georgin and those of
Louisiana, remained until after the middlc of the elgltrenth century in the same conditlon as when
firat Mynovered, Besttered setilemants wero made within the present stato of Misalasippi previous to
tho American revolution: but Alsbama continued exclusively the hunting ground of savages, until a
much later period. l:‘{ tho treaty of penco suncluded In 1783, the Missluelppi, tn the Q1at dogres of
north lutitude, wos made the western boundary of he United States, thonce y o line to'be drwn due
cngt from the determination of this boundary to the middle of the river Apalachicola or Chatuhooahice 5
tienoe ulong the middle theroof to its junction with the Flint viver} thence straight to the head of St.
Mary’s river and thence down along the middle of St, Mury's tiver to the AtlunGo ogean. Thin terri-
tory, as fur north aa the latitude of 33%, wus cluliied by Georglu, and onntlnued under her Jurisdiction
until the beginning of the present century, In 1798 an nct of the legislature of Georpin was passed,
by which about 32 milllons of aeres of ite weatsrn rarritemy, an it was then called, wer aold to certuln
companics for the prica of fve hundred thousand dollars, und the purcluise money was paid into the
treasury agreeably to the terms of the act, The lind was snon nftarwands anld af an odvanced price
b{ the original purchnsdms to varioua persons, prineipally in the middle und castern stuten,  The sale
of this territary excited o, warm and ‘violent opposition In Geargin, 'The tansaction was impenchied

*aon the ground ‘of bribery-and unconstitutionality, und nt the suoceoding scasion of ‘the legioluture nn
act was passed, doclaring the luw of 1795 tu bie unconstitational-and vold, nd orlering it to be formally
durist, togothor with all reconts, k. relitlug to Uho mle. ‘That part of the puschage maney which hail
been paid was deposited in the stite troasury to be returned to the parchasers upon spplication, and
tha treosurer wio opléred not to raeaive thoe halansa, ‘I'hose whe lisd acqulred titles from tho asiginat
purchasars, instituted suita in the federal courts. In 1802, however, Guorgis ceded tothe United Stateg
oll her western terﬁ\o:?' in consideration of the sum of §1,250,000, tn ha pald |-¥ thin Ulnited Btates out
of the first net procsads of the wles of pubille lands within the eeded district, The United States‘also
engaged to extinguish at their own expense the Indinn titla to lands in Géorgin.  Op this event the
purchiasers of tho Yo200 Lund petitioned congress for tedress and compensatinn, and afier considorable

position an act was finally passed for relmbursing the clatmants with funded stock culled the Missis.
sippi stock, and which was to be paid uut of the prucceds of the sales of tand.

In 1800, the territory which now furms the states of Mississippl and Aluboma was erected Into o ter-
ritprial government, with the privilegas and under the restrictiond nausl to snch governmonts. In
1613, that part of West Florida lying hetween the Pearl river and the Perdida, and which had then re-
cently been taken possession of by the government of the United Rtntre, wan nnsinxod to the torritary
of Missidsippl. On the 15th of April, 1812, Mobils wna taken possession of by the treops under gane.
ral Wilkinscn, After these events populution bey to flow into the Mississippi territory 1 but itn
progreas wus checked by the mvages of the Indiam. The Crechs and Cherokees had experien-
ced the protection and favour of the United Statesto n greater extent. thun un‘{ otlier tribes; but, liks

¥

other savages, thoy felt an avaraion to the prugresa of clvillzation; and the Intiigues of the celebratad
‘Tecumsch stirred thom.up to lostilities, The first warlike proceedings arosy from the Crecks and
Semlinnleo living within the limito of Florida.  Huvlng been Joined by a number of fugitive asgtocn
from the United Btates, they commenced a eruel and inms&ng warfute aguinst the whites. In Bep.
tember, 1812, a party of voluntecrs from Georgia, wos attncked near tha Lachway tnwne, hy o auporl.
or force of Indians: but, after o sharp conflict, succeeded in rcrulning‘ them. No event of grestim-
portance occurred until the summer of the following year, Intimidated by the threats of the ndiang,
most of the settlers un the Alnbama tiad taken refugge’In forte temporurily erected, In gne of these,
called fort Mimms, o party of 150 men, with n number of women and children were collected. Ity Au-
t, 1819, tho Indlans surprised the place, uod ufier a desperaie conflict drove the. gurrison “Into, the
ouses, to which they set fire. Thoso who escuped the flames wero destroyeil by-the tomnhuawk, and
of 300 persons only 37 essnped. Thia horrible outrage waa followeil by the ruin and dovastation of
the remaining settlements. The state of Tennessce immeodintely took measures to check the pro-
gress of the savage enemy. Twaonty.five hundred militia were eallesd nut and anderal 1o he placed:
under general Jackson. Tha hatter, having collected u portion of his faren, joined genarul Coflee, ind
marched to the Ten islands on the Coosa. General Coffee was detachod in November, with 900 men;
to attack and disperss o body of the enemy at Tullushatcheo. Aficr despemte confliet, in which
most of the Indians fell, refusing quarter, tho sursivor gurrendered, In December, gencr! Jackson,
hearing that the cnemy had Investead a furt of e friendly tndlans at Tulludegu, marched agalnt them,
attacked with his mu{ impetuosity, and totally dcl‘cntug them. Three hundred wérrlory wero left,
dead an the field, and many murc wore killed In the pursult. Piicen of the Americans werc killed,
and eighty wounded, In another uarter the Indians suffered-aimilur retsibution. General Coclte,
who commanded the detached militia of Kast Ten dispatehad ganeril White with o part of hiy
force oguinst the towns of the Hillaboe tribe. The object wus cficctmlly sctomplished, and u large
number of prisoners takeo. About the came time, too, the Georgia militis, under general Floyd, ob-
tained o signal victory over a body of the cnemy at the Autassee towns on the T'uilapoosa.

led them Into the interior of the country, His ohject whs gold, and In naurel af thig he nppears to

Document 12: Lucas Jr. and B. Tanner, Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Map of
Alabama 1823, Map B-30, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
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Great discontont about this tima provailed among general Jackson's rregulay traops,  The term of |
servive of tuval of tho wilitin capired about Wie beginning of 1814, ond the greater part of' this-fores
reterned home, A reioforcement of 1000 mounted valunteers, howeaver, arrived soot aficr, who were
on, M:ﬁqd for uixty duyn cnly. Theet Jucksoon regolved to Iood againot the cnomy, Thoy securdingly
marched on the 15th of Junuary, and ot ‘Talladegs were joined by about 200 friendly Indiune. Accon. !
siderable body of the enemy waj posted at & bend of the Tallapnas, neur the: mnsuxﬁ of 4-€réek eqltad.
Emuokfau, er o difioult march, Jaokson srrived on the evening of the 31st in the vidinity of the
enemy; and ennmn&ed in o hellow aquure, At dawn the next moraing the tndiuns commericed a-furi-
oug onsct on him left Hank, and aftera warm action of half un hour were ropulied,. Generl Juckion
then acted on the offensive. A genérnl charge wus made upon the cnnmy’s lne, which they were
umable to resist.  They hetwuk theumelves to fight, and reached their forcliled post with-greal Wsy
General Jackson soon ofter this set out on his ratorn to ihe Ten {slands, While his army ‘wag crus-
ing the Enotichepeo erack, the Indians estimenced a bild and detcrmlncd attack, whiely, however,
| proved abortive in consequance of the skill and gulluntry of & company of urtillery, Some other ens
ggfem‘gnm of minor condequence afterwurds tocorred ; but thin ehief antian of this campaign, and
that which annihilnted the power of thede mvages, was the baitle of ‘Tahopeltu. The pust had been
selected by the Indinns with great judgment, and fortifisd with uncommon ekill and ‘core.  Noetwithe
standing the strength of the position, however, and the rédolution of the encmny, the. Arndrivang tilimph-
ed, with considorble loss on their partL,1 but with the alinest total destruction-of whe suvages, Five hun:
dred and fly wooriors wore fowul dewd, begides o geeat number who perlahed in the river while adly:
four were made prisonerg,  Not long after this avent, peace was concluded by the titud submipslon..of:
tho Indiang, and tho sottlomonta in Alubamin were froed from those barsalng Invoeds by which thipie’
progress had been lmpeded. \ ‘

1n Mareh, 1817, an oot of songress was passed dividing the Miseludppl tarritory, und authorislng the,
people of its western portian to form a atato constitution. ‘The eastern portion waa their formed into
I, a territorinl government, and receive tho nome of Alabama, 1In 1818, the number of inhabitants in

Alabamy being sufficiont to authorize its ndimission into the union, application wie made lo colgress
for the purpoese, A bill-wns uccordingly brougin in and reocived the assent of both houads pad ot the:
.| prosident, in March, 1819, A cunvenuen of delogntes met gt Himtaviile, Inthe month of July, ‘?,19-\
and ndopted o state constitution, which wna lnid Enéfum congress on the 6th of Dodember followiig,
and a reselation soan aftorwardo pussed, docloring the admiasion of the otate inte the unles.” -

|

LIST OF GOVERNORS,

1819 Williom W. Bihb.
1881 Yumiel Piskeny.

r |
PLACES REMARKADLE FOR BATTLES AND BIEGES, INDICATED BV A BLAG

1 . .

1813 F‘m e’lﬁmma.' .aurprln_ad by hw Tndhxns, and the 'ﬂ!‘lﬁ,Q!\ maumzfgd.o te9n0sreanepes ,--,;gittjﬂ_g!--
Tallushatchee : the Indland attacked und defested Dy penerul Coffig,sosressse vossnsssADY N
“Talledeya : general Jackagn nttackn und- defoatn the Inditit, e eveae sersrraonssrencacsiin, 8,
Hitladee towns. attacled and burnt by generl WhiteisssssssatadiossaesososocnersensNow, -
Autedsee + general Woyd ilefentsthe Indiani and Burng Heir TYWNE, seevovsssssogescas sV,

-Eecinuchacs » genernl Clalborne defiuts the Jniioms aud desteayy Ohely tovis,eeeease s Drc, g&

1614 Binuckfun ¢ Bangulnory enjgagement botiveen geneml Packoants troopsanid the Xndisnn, Jeii, .
Enotachopea » the indinng repulsed in un kttuckon genoial Joskoon's troopa.sseseseeorpfain, Mo
Pohapelin s the tnidlun frfiml pogl: wttneleed by ginpel Junkand, anel suvpled) with gesat
olougrhtér.encsrieeisercecssstvarnarssssciosncasinayg u-oo‘o',u0_04onvoo_ooa‘wu’i-."fﬂr_!fh a7,
Mobile 2 the Bﬁkﬁbh defeuted in anatingle upon fort Bowyer.seiscsoetsotsoiossnotnes Sopt. 17-

1315 Jm&”(.' r f(n'! lwwym*tukﬂn hy the Bvﬁllhlim estessnapeitsasnpanserngisasnsssasesi Mareh Il

Pepd

C et T — e - -
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Lesson 2: Frontier Justice

1. Background information for teachers:

The Constitution of 1819, Article IV, Section II, gave the Governor of Alabama the power to
grant reprieves and pardons in all criminal and penal cases, except those of treason and
impeachment, and to remit fines and forfeitures. Citizens frequently wrote to the Governor to
plead for or against the pardon of a convicted criminal. The Governors' Papers contain
correspondence, petitions, legal documents, etc., relating to pardons from crimes, parole from
sentences and remission of fines imposed. Most items give details of the crime, and of the
criminals’ background and family life. The Secretary of State kept a record of pardon and parole
certificates issued by the Governor.

2. Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Identify legal terms and explain their meaning.

2. Identify constitutional powers given to the governor relative to crimes committed.
3. Explain the meaning of "pardon and parole."”

4. Explain the role of the Secretary of State in relation to pardons and paroles.

5. Compare frontier punishment, (branding, pillory, 39 lashes) with today.

3. Suggested activities:
1. Make copies of Documents 1, 1a, 1b, 2, 2a, 2b, and 2¢ and distribute to students.
2. Give the students about five to seven minutes to read the cases and petitions.
3. Define unfamiliar words and legal terms (or have students look them up) such as:

"pillory," "clemency," "mayhem," "affray,” "penitence," "adversary,” "aiders and
abettors," etc.

4. Divide the class into two groups. Assign one of the cases to each group.

41 47



5. Ask each student to record:

the prisoner's name

crime

date convicted

sentence

the governor's name

statement approving parole

date

the name of the Secretary of State.

S@ Mo a0 op

6. Give each group time to discuss their case among themselves and vote on whether
they think the person charged with the crime deserved to be pardoned. Select one
student from each group to report their conclusions on their case to the class.

7. Let the students vote on: .
a. . which crime they think is most severe
b. if the punishment was fair
C. if the person should have been pardoned

8. Ask the students to write a paragraph explaining how they analyzed their case and
how they came to their conclusions.

Documents:

Document 1: Alabama Secretary of State, Pardon and parole certificates, SG87358.
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/settle/lesson2/docl.html

Document 1a: Alabama Governor (1821-1825: Pickens), Pardons, paroles and clemency
files, SG4162, folder 10. Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/settle/lesson2/
docla.html

Document 1b: Alabama Governor (1821-1825: Pickens), Pardons, paroles and clemency
files, SG4162, folder 10. Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Al. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/settle/lesson2/doc1b.html

Document 2: Alabama Secretary of State, Pardon and parole certificates, SG8758.

Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
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Document 1 transcript:

The state of Alabama and by the authority of the same

Israel Pickens, Governor of said state.

To the sheriff of Shelby County, and all other officers and ma-
gistrates of said State, Greetings:

Whereas, it has been represented to me by petition of many
respectable persons in said county recommending to Executive
clemency, Zachariah Butler, Blassingham Neighbors, Richard
Conser, James Conser, & Abram Nash who were convicted at

the last term of the Circuit Court of said County as

aiders and abettors of one Samuel Nixon, in committing

an assault, and battery, and mayhem in biting off the

left ear of one James A. Moore on the 25th December

last, and who were severally fined and sentenced to

stand on the pillory, to be executed on the first, second,

and third days of June next, that the said persons

(p.38)were of good peaceable characters; and it being
represented that these persons were accidentally present when
the affray hap-pened between the principal parties without any
preconcert; and at the time of their encouraging the said Nixon
as his friends in the fight, they did not know that he was
perform-ing any such desperate and abominable act as that of
mutila-ing his adversary-No copy, or certificate of the
proceedings, or sentence, being yet laid before me—and it being
understood that the principal perpetrator is not yet surrendered
to justice, though in the vicinity, I am not prepared to act
definitively on the case.

Now therefore, by virtue of the power and authority in me
vested, by the constitution and laws of this state, I do hereby
respite and suspend so much of the sentence as respects corporal
pun-ishment, or pillory, all the third Monday after the fourth
Mon-day of September next, and the collection of the fines is
also sus-pended till that day. Cash being paid by the
defendants; and their recognizances taken with good security for
their several ap-pearances on that day and for payment of the
fines.

Given under my hand and seal of the State this 26" day of April
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-
two and of the Independence of the United States of America the
forty sixth.
By the Governor
Js. J. Pleasants Secretary of State
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Document 1a transcript

To his Excellency Israel Pickens (tear) the State of Alabama the
un (tear)fully, represent to your (tear) at a Circuit, Court;
held in and for the (tear) of Shelby on the third Monday after
the fourth Monday in March 1822. That Zachariah Butler,
Blasingame Nabors, Richard Consor, James Consor, & Abram Nash,
were convicted as being aidors and abetors, in committing, a
mayhem, by biting, off a small part of one James A Moors left
ear, and that they were severly fined, and sentenced to stand in
the Pilary, one hour, in a day, for three successive days and

we further represent that it appeared on trial that they have
ever supported the character of good, peacible, Citizens and
respected by all their neighbors and acquaintances and that the
mayhem was committed by one Samuel Nixon, on the 25th Day of
December last at a Publick Gathering, we therefore recommend to
your Excellency that they be severly pardoned so far as respects
the ignominious part of this punishment VCH.

Jack Shackelford
Wm Randall M.D.
M.A. Porter M.D.
Martin M. Leroy
William Coupland
George Tubb
Jacob Johnson

C W, Owens

Louis Berry

Sam W ??°7?

James W. Burke J.P.
Benj Owens

Samuel Bowden
William Millard
Robert Gamble

David M. Reynolds

[NV X W X WP L WD 3 W L NS W)
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Transcript of Document 1b

25 Apr 1822 :

Zachariah Butler, Blasingham Neighbors, Richard Consor
James Consor, Abram Nash, were convicted as aidors & abettors of
Samuel Nixon in committing a mayhem on James A Moore by biting
off part of his left ear committed 25th Decem. 1822. At March
term 1822 4th Monday sentenced to stand on the pillory & pay
James R Consor Butler $75 - Nash 65 - Neighbors 60 - J Cowsor
$10 - Sentence of pillory & fine suspended till Monday after 4th

Monday of September. On security for appearances & paying
fines.
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Document 2 transcript:

The State of Alabama and by the authority of the same, Israel
Pickens, Governor of said State, To the Sheriff of Morgan
County, and all other officers and magis- trates of said
State, Greeting;

Whereas it has been represented by the most respectable persons
that Adam Lowry was at the last Term of the Circuit Court of
said County convicted of Hog stealing and disgracefully pun-
ished, and at the same time convicted of Horse stealing, by con-
fession, and was sentenced to be branded in the hand, and
receive thirty nine lashes and the punishment as respects
branding in- flicted; The remaining part of the punishment by
stripes being suspended by the Court for six weeks. Also, that,
the prisoner had been in jail three months and yet is confined.
That he is poor, appears penitent—and that the prisoner
so far as example or reformation may be considered the objects
of punishment, there have have had the affect so far as the
kind of punishment is calculated to afford it. Hoping sin-
cerely that this penitence may prove a genuine one, and may
end in a complete reform, and to give time to ascertain whether
this may be the desirable result.

Now therefore, by virtue of the power and authority in
me vested, by the Constitution and laws of the state, I do
hereby respite the farther execution of the sentence of the court
pun-ishing the said crime of Horse-stealing until the first
Monday of January next, the prisoner giving bond for his
appearance on that day if not previously pardoned, with
(page 39)sufficient security in the sum of two hundred and fifty
dollars.

Given under my hand and the seal of the state this 12th
day of May in the year of our lord one thousand eight
hundred and twenty two, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the forty sixth.

By the Governor
Js: J. Pleasants Sec'y of State
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Document 2a transcript:
Somerville 1 May 1822
His Excellency Israel Pickens

At the April Term of the Cir
uit Court of Morgan County. (Alabama)
Adam Lowrey was convicted of Hog stealing for
which he was sentenced, and received on his
bare back twenty five lashes. At the same Term
he was charged with Horse stealing and on his arraignment
he plead guilty. And was sen
tenced to be branded in the hand and to
receive thirty nine stripes. He was branded
in the presence of the court and the ballance
of the sentence was respited for six weeks.
It was the opinion of Judge Ellis and the attorney
General (as will be shewn to you) that Lowrey was
and is an object of Executive Clemency.
Lowrey is a very poor man, has a wife & seven
small children, who are at the present in very
deprest circumstances. He appears very penitent
promises reformation, and that he will go to work
for the releif of his family. He has lay in
Jail from about christmas last
(page break)
as far as I have had the opinion of the community,
it appears about this. That
if the punishment already inflicted
will not work the desired reformation, that
nothing short of death will.

I have}

the honor to be your Excellency's}
Obedient Humble servant}

W Gray Sheriff of}

Morgan County. }

P.S. I here take the liberty of stating to your

Excellency, that Judge Kelly, who defended

Lowrey, wrote to you, in substance nearly

the same as stated by Judge Ellis & Major

Eastland, but by some means has been

lost in my office. M. Gray
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Document 2b transcript:

April term of the Circuit Court
of Morgan County
D. Sir

Adam Lowrey has been arraigned at
the bar of this Court for hog stealing, found
guilty and has received the punishment prescribed
by law. He was again brought to the bar
for the crime of horse stealing and pleaded
guilty and received a part of his punish
ment (towit) branding in the right hand with
the letter T. The balance of the sentence has
been respited for six weeks from this day
for the clemency of your excellency; should
you deem it expedient. The prisoner had
been confined in jail three months previous
to this time. It was believed that if the
great object and end of human punishment were
Example and the reformation of the individual;
that those ends have been attained, perhaps as
far as this mode of punishment can affect it.

We are of opinion that the remaining part
of the sentence which is imprisonment and
thirty nine lashes, may be a fit subject of
executive mercy without any injury to society

His Excellency Israel Pickens} we have the Honor to be your
Governor of the State} obedient Humble Servants:
of Alabama}Richard Ellis presiding
Judge of the 5th Judicial
Circuit State of Alabama
Joseph Eastland
Solicitor of the fifth
Judicial Circuit of the State of
Alabama
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Document 2¢ transcript:

We the people believe that if the whipping and branding does not
make Mr. Lowery do better nothing will we therefore do not care

to see him punished any more this time and should be glad if the
governor would pardon him.
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Lesson 3: Alabama Fever

Background information for teachers:

After the Revolutionary War, the U.S. Government established laws to survey and sell land
gained from Britain. The area that became Alabama was originally part of the Mississippi
Territory from 1798 to 1817. Many settlers arrived in the area before government lands had been
surveyed. Unable to buy, they simply picked a location, built a cabin, cleared fields, and put in
crops. Such families were called squatters. Land laws were passed to provide legal title to land
for settlers who already lived on the land. Some settlers claimed land by British or Spanish land
grants, and others were squatters who claimed land by right of pre-emption.

Starting in 1804, U. S. Land Offices were established to sell land in the area which would
become Alabama. By law federal land was sold to the highest bidders at public auctions.
Alabama sales attracted men from all over the nation, many of them speculators. Groups of
speculators bought large tracts, sometimes for as little as $10 an acre, then resold at $20 to $100
an acre. When an auction ended, poorer migrants could buy less desirable land for as little as $2
an acre. The smallest amount one person could buy was 160 acres. Under the Land Law of 1800
a purchaser could put one-fourth down and pay the rest off over three years. But when the price
of cotton fell to eighteen cents a pound, few could meet payments on land bought at inflated
prices. By 1820, Alabama owed the federal government $11 million--more than half of the
national land debt. In 1820 and 1821 Congress passed new laws to deal with this problem. The
Land Law of 1820 required future buyers to pay the entire amount in cash but lowered the
minimums to $1.25 an acre and 80 acres. Those already in debt were aided by the Relief Act of
1821 which permitted them to keep part of their land and return the rest to the government or buy
it all on the installment plan at reduced rates.

2. Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, student should be able to:

1. Describe life on the frontier in early Alabama.

2. Identify topics important to early settlers (land, cotton, politics, news of home).
3. Explain the impact of geography on development of population centers.

4, Describe peaceful interaction with Native Americans.

S. Explain the government's role in sale of public land.
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6. Define pre-emption, "squatter," land grant, auction.

3. Suggested activity:

Document 1 will be useful for discussing what life was like on the frontier in early
Alabama.

1. Make copies of Document 1 and distribute to students.

2. Give them a few minutes to read the letter or you may read the letter to the class
while students follow silently.

3. Give each student a copy of Worksheet 1 to complete by using the information in
the letter. You may wish to have your class work in pairs or small groups.

4, Ask students to identify the person who wrote the letter and the person to whom it
was addressed.

5. Ask students to make a list of all the topics discussed in the letter.

6. Ask students to describe the writer, i.e. educated, poor, adventurous, resourceful,
etc.
7. Discuss why the writer complained about the lack of news. What other clue did

you find that indicated that the writer was relatively isolated and that news of any
kind was highly desirable?

8. Using a current highway map of Alabama, ask students to locate the home of the
writer.

9. Using an atlas, ask students to compare the geographic features of the Alabama
towns with those in Virginia. What makes both locations important?

10.  What references indicate that settlers and Indians were not always at war?
11.  How did the writer describe the land where he lived?
12.  What does "staple of our country " mean? Why is this important?

13. Where, how and why did the writer ship his produce to market? Why is this
significant in view of "sectionalism" that developed in Alabama?

14.  Compare the writer's view of the land relief act with the purpose of the laws
described above.
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15. Explain, or ask students to look up, "squatter," pre-emption, land grant, auction.

16.  Who is the writer encouraging to move to Alabama? How will he help to make
their move easier?

17. Ask students to assume the role of one of the people mentioned in the letter and to
write a letter describing his/her preparations for moving to Alabama.

DOCUMENT:
Document 1: W.A. Powell Letter, SPR163, Alabama Department of Archives and

History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/settle/lesson3/doc1.html
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WORKSHEET 1

Tuscumbia July 19th Addressed to: 1. esqr } Hendersonville, }

2. } County } Virginia Mail (Page 1) 3. County Alabama

4. ) 12 July 1824 Dear 5. I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter dated 17th March 1824—it was very acceptable but would have been much more so if
it had been dated 6. , and had come to hand twelve months sooner—you
acknowledge yourself a bad 7. which mitigates the crime in some degree and shows
a noble spirit to confess our errors; but permit me to say that the 8. contained in your
letter for being a "bad correspondent"” is not entirely satisfactory: but I dismiss the subject
hopeing an apology will not hereafter be neces- sary for a good one can hardly be offered for not
writing oftener than once in twelve months. I presume from the 9. of your letter (it
being directed to 10. ) that you are not aprised of my having left that section of
country—I have removed— 11. miles lower down the 12. River—I am now in
the County of Franklin on the south bank of the river at the foot of the 13. within
four miles of the Town of 14. and within eight miles of the town of 15. the
first of which is on the south side the river—the latter on the north something like

16. and Richmond in Va.—they are even now places of greatl7. and
considera- -ble importance but are waging an eternal 18. against each other—which will
eventually predominate is at this time uncertain. It is only four miles west of me to the

19. nation—here are Game and fish in abundance which may be procured with but
little trouble to those who are fond of the chase or at a small expence to those not fond of
hunting. A fine 20. or21. ham (not Rams hams as imposed on you) may be
(Page 2) be had of the 22. (who pass my door daily going to town) at

23. for either. This section of country is considered the most desirable part of
Alabama—indeed it is almost a 24. —it being entirely below the Muscle Shoals as
before observed and consequently at the head of 25. —the country is
certainly much more healthy than where we were raised—the lands rich and 26. in the
extreme, and well adapted to the culture of 27. which you know is the Staple of our
country. It is no hard matter to make more than we can pick out by the next planting time besides
plenty of 28. &etc.—We may be considered nearer market than you are as it costs us
less to freight our produce to 29. than it does you to 30. yours to
Petersberg or Richmond: The lands in this neighbourhood sold at the land sales at from

31. per acre—the highest priced lands and of course the best have reverted to
Government under the Act of Congress entitled an Act for the relief of Land Purchasers but in
fact an Act for the relief of land 32. —the lands so forfeited will in all probability be
again bro.t into market sometime next year when it is hoped they may be had at fair prices,
however there are various opinions on this subject—great preparations are making and as we get
tolerable prices for our cotton and that in 33. choice tracts may again go high;
however the land grabbers are pretty well done over and as the lands are now to be sold for cash
instead of a34. as before, hopes are entertained that they may be had at moderate
prices. If you have not abandoned the idea of Alabama and as your 35. matters are in
all probability much changed since I advised you not to move to Ala. I will suggest for your con-
(Page 3) consideration the propriety of your sending as many 36. as you can
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conveaniently purchase and settle them near me where I can 37. them, and then for
you to come at some future period. I am informed by letter from Amanda since her marriage that

her husband, self (torn) Peter intend comeing to this country 38. . I earnestly rec- -
commend them to do so as I think it would greatly promote their interest—She also informs me
that our 39. is disposed to come here, if so, please assist her in making the necessary

arrangements as I am certain it would promote her interest and happiness and ultimately be of
considerable (illegible) to us all particularly the younger children—I will come to 40.

myself and assist her in making the necessary arrangements and in moving; therefore encourage
her to come. Please inform me what has been done with the land in 41. and “all about
that affair? Also inform me what has been done with Standfields suit for the 42. of boy
Isham and wheather a final settlement of Grandfathers Es.t has been made, &etc. John H.
Hundley a friend of mine will probably call on you sometime in next month on his way to
Brunswick to get a bit of a wife—consider him a 43. . Inform me how many

44. your wife has their name sex &etc. Your acquaintance and your wife, [Ealiva](?)
were well a short time since? Parson Leigh often preaches in Tuscumbia? It is reported that Eliza
[Towne](?) is shortly to be married to a Mr. Bester a baptist minister. Please send your

45. after reading them and 1.1 send you mine in return—This leaves us in good
health—may it find you all enjoying a like blessing—Be sure to write on or before the 17th
March next. Yours as usual A. Powell
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Document 1 transcript

Return address: Tuscumbia
July 19th
Addressed to:

Thomas Weldon Powell esqgr
} Hendersonville,
} Nottoway
}  County
}  Virginia
Mail
(Page 1)
Franklin County Alabama
(near Tuscumbia) 12 July 1824

Dear Brother

I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter dated 17th March 1824—it was very acceptable but
would have been much more so if it had been dated
17th March 1823, and had come to hand twelve months
sooner—you acknowledge yourself a bad correspondent
which mitigates the crime in some degree and shows a
noble spirit to confess our errors; but permit me to say
that the apology contained in your letter for being a
"bad correspondent" is not entirely satisfactory: but I dismiss
the subject hopeing an apology will not hereafter be neces-
sary for a good one can hardly be offered for not writing
oftener than once in twelve months.

I presume from the superscription of your letter (it being
directed to Huntsville) that you are not aprised of my
having left that section of country-I have removed—
seventy five miles lower down the Tenn. River—I am now
in the County of Franklin on the south bank of the river
at the foot of the Muscle Shoals within four miles of the
Town of Tuscumbia and within eight miles of the town of
Florence the first of which is on the south side the river—the
latter on the north something like Manchester and Richmond
in Va.—they are even now places of great trade and considera-
-ble importance but are waging an eternal war against
each other—which will eventually predominate is at this time
uncertain. It is only four miles west of me to the Chickasaw
nation—here are Game and fish in abundance which may be procured
with but little trouble to those who are fond ofthe chase or at
a small expence to those not fond of hunting.A fine Turkey or
Venison ham (not Rams hams as imposed on you) may be
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Page 2)

be had of the Aborigines (who pass my door daily going to town)
at 25 cents for either.

This section of country is considered the most desirable part of
Alabama—indeed it is almost a Paradise—it being entirely below
the Muscle Shoals as before observed and consequently at the
head of Steamboat navigation—the country is certainly much
more healthy than where we were raised—the lands rich

and fertile in the extreme, and well adapted to the

culture of cotton which you know is the Staple of our

country. It is no hard matter to make more than we

can pick out by the next planting time besides plenty of

corn &etc.—We may be considered nearer market than you are as
it costs us less to freight our produce to N. Orleans than

it does you to Waggon yours to Petersberg or Richmond:

The lands in this neighbourhood sold at the land sales at from
10 to 40 $ per acre—the highest priced lands and of

course the best have reverted to Government under the Act

of Congress entitled an Act for the relief of Land Purchasers
but in fact an Act for the relief of land Speculators—the
lands so forfeited will in all probability be again bro.t into
market sometime next year when it is hoped they may be

had at fair prices, however there are various opinions on

this subject—great preparations are making and as we get
tolerable prices for our cotton and that in good money,

choice tracts may again go high; however the land grabbers

are pretty well done over and as the lands are now to be sold
for cash instead of a long credit as before, hopes are
entertained

that they may be had at moderate prices.

If you have not abandoned the idea of Alabama and as your
pecuniary matters are in all probability much changed since

I advised you not to move to Ala. I will suggest for your con-

Page 3)
consideration the propriety of your sending as many hands as
you can conveaniently purchase and settle them near me where
I can superintend them, and then for you to come at some
future period.

I am informed by letter from Amanda since
her marriage that her husband self (torn) Peter intend
comeing to this country this fall or Winter. I earnestly rec-
-commend them to do so as I think it would greatly promote
their interest—She also informs me that our mother is disposed
to come here, if so, please assist her in making the necessary
arrangements as I am certain it would promote her interest
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and happiness and ultimately be of considerable (illegible)
to us all particularly the younger children—I will
come to Va. Myself and assist her in making the necessary
arrangements and in moving; therefore encourage her to
come.
Please inform me what has been done with the land
in Cumberland and “all about that affair? Also inform me
what has been done with Standfields suit for the recovery
of boy Isham and wheather a final settlement of
Grandfathers Es.t has been made, &etc.
John H. Hundley a friend of mine will probably call
on you sometime in next month on his way to Brunswick
to get a bit of a wife-consider him a Gentleman.
Inform me how many children your wife has their
name sex &etc.
Your acquaintance and your wife, [Ealiva] (?)
were well a short time since? Parson Leigh often
preaches in Tuscumbia? It is reported that Eliza [Towne] (?)
is shortly to be married to a Mr. Bester a baptist minister.
Please send your Newspapers after reading them and
I.1l send you mine in return-This leaves us in good
health-may it find you all enjoying a like blessing—Be sure
to write on or before the 17th March next. Yours as usual
A. Powell
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