
ED 477 273

TITLE

INSTITUTION
SPONS AGENCY
PUB DATE

NOTE

AVAILABLE FROM

PUB TYPE

EDRS PRICE

DESCRIPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

DOCUMENT RESUME

PS 031 284

South Carolina Kids Count Report, 2003.

South Carolina Kids Count, Columbia.
Annie E. Casey Foundation, Baltimore, MD.
2003-00-00
848p.; For the 2001 report, see ED 459 949.
South Carolina Kids Count, 425 Dennis Building, 1000 Assembly
Street, Columbia, SC 29201. Tel: 803-734-4810; Fax: 803 -734-
3619; Web site: http://www.sckidscount.org. For full text:
http://www.sckidscount.org/report03/sc_kc03.pdf.
Numerical/Quantitative Data (110) Reports Descriptive
(141)

EDRS Price MF05/PC34 Plus Postage.

Academic Achievement; Accidents; Adolescents; Birth Weight;
Births to Single Women; Child Abuse; Child Health; Child
Neglect; Child Support; Child Welfare; *Children; *Counties;
Delinquency; Demography; Disabilities; Divorce; Dropout Rate;
Early Parenthood; Educational Indicators; Elementary
Secondary Education; Employed Women; Family Income; Health
Needs; Infant Mortality; Mortality Rate; One Parent Family;
Poverty; Prenatal Care; Sexuality; Sexually Transmitted
Diseases; Smoking; *Social Indicators; Special Needs
Students; *State Surveys; Substance Abuse; Tables (Data);
Trend Analysis; Violence; *Well Being

Child Mortality; *Indicators; Out of Home Care; Risk Taking
Behavior; *South Carolina; Vaccination

This Kids Count report examines statewide trends in the well-
being of South Carolina's children. The statistical portrait is based on 44
indicators in the areas of demographics, family, economic status, health,
readiness and early school performance, scholastic achievement, and
adolescent risk behaviors. The indicators are: (1) population; (2) births to
teen mothers; (3) births to mothers not completing high school; (4) births to
single mothers; (5) divorce rate; (6) single-parent family; (7) parents
working and child care; (8) family violence; (9) separation from parents;
(10) abuse and neglect; (11) out of home placements; (12) adult/child ratio;
(13) poverty; (14) income; (15) child support payments; (16) prenatal care;
(17) low birth weight; (18) infant mortality; (19) childhood injuries and
deaths; (20) immunization; (21) sexually transmitted diseases; (22) healthy
lifestyles; (23) tobacco use; (24) disabilities; (25) emotional and
behavioral disorders; (26) inadequate health care; (27) Medicaid enrollment;
(28) ambulatory care; (29) first-grade readiness; (30) first- through third-
grade failure rates; (31) over-age for grade three; (32) special education;
(33) exit exam failures; (34) achievement trends; (35) Palmetto Achievement
Challenge Test results; (36) dropout rates; (37) adolescents not in school or
employed; (38) alcohol use; (39) heavy drinking; (40) drug use; (41) sexual
activity and pregnancy; (42) juvenile delinquency; (43) not in school or
employed; and (44) adolescent deaths. Statewide data and summary information
are provided for each indicator. The bulk of the document presents data by
county for each indicator. The data on families, economic status, health,
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readiness, school achievement, and adolescent risk behaviors suggest that too
many children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults,
good family members, and responsible community citizens. Thirty-one percent
of children live in single-parent families, 18.8 percent live in poverty,
34.8 percent will not graduate from school, 37.1 percent of high school
students use alcohol, and 20.1 percent use drugs each month. On the positive
side, 85.5 percent of the state's children are born to non-teen mothers, 59.9
percent are born to married parents, and 68.7 percent live in two-parent
families. 81.2 percent are not poor, and 86.4 percent are assessed as ready
for the first grade. (HTH)
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 1,009,641 children under age 18 in the state. Of these, 598,188 were White,-
369,514 were African-American, and 41,939 were other races. There were 920,207 children under age 18 in 1990,
941,966 in 1980, 955,163 in 1970, and 992,476 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the state's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.2% of the
population in 2000, down from 41.7% in 1960, 36.9% in 1970, and 30.2% in 1980.

In 2000 the 318,543 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.9% of the overall population: 7.1% of Whites and 9.3% of
African Americans.
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Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000
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* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 4.2% of children in the state, with "two or more races" at 1.7% and "some other
race alone" at 1.2% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

(20 families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 32.3% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 49.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.004,

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 2,807 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 5.0%

04) of all babies born in the state; 3.5% of all White and 7.9% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 91.3% were born to single mothers, including

CI) babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.
In 2001, 8,080 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 14.5% of all born in the state;

11.1% of all White and 20.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20. Of the
pq babies born to these mothers in 2001, 82.8% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged babies.

Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 11,703 babies, 21.1% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In
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2001, 19.3% of White and 24.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less
than the 12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 44.6% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 34.8% had completed
12 grades (30.5% of Whites and 42.4% of African Americans and Others) and 44.1% had more than a high school degree
(50.2% of Whites and 33.3% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers: Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 14,775
babies, 26.5% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 28.7%
and in 1960 it was 12.3%. In 2001, 12.5% of White children and 51.5% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 7,556 babies, 13.6% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 22,331, constituting 40.1% of all babies, 23.9% of White babies,
and 68.9% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*
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*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 40,128 marriage licenses were issued, while 14,657 divorce decrees involving 11,712
children were filed. In 1970, only 6,741 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single -parent families. In 2000, 273,880 children
lived with only one parent. This was 31.3% of all children, up from 25.1% in 1990, 18.9% in 1980, and 14.5% in 1970. In
2000, 19.0% of White and 52.0% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,
75,251 or 29.0% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 15.7% of White and 53.4% of African American
and Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 66.1% of mothers with children under 6 and 73.1% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 36.8% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
62.6% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 144,795 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the state, 92.2% of these are in licensed
programs and 7.8% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 83.5% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 6.8% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 2.4% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 7.4% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the state, the average
weekly charge is $ 80.40 for centers and $ 68.41 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 25.2% of centers with
pre-school staff and 36.3% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 57.7% of centers with pre-school staff and 51.4% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 46.7% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 51.4% of centers most assistants have
only a high school degree. In 47.5% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 57.4% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 15.7% have less
than a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 34,773 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These
domestic assaults comprised 30.4% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation.
Overall, 56.0% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 17.0% of all assaults. Since most family
violence is not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of
reported cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 7.1% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 49,737 or 4.9% of all children lived with relatives, 15,928 or 1.6% lived
with non-relatives, 1,295 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 4,839 or 0.5% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 19,250 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 6,651 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 15.1% for physical abuse, 6.4% for sexual abuse, 0.6% for mental
injury, 30.2% for physical neglect, 4.8% for educational neglect, 3.0% for medical neglect, 38.6% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 1.4% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 11,128 children who were victims of
abuse or neglect. Of these, 49.6% were male, 50.4% were female; 52.3% were White, 47.7% were African-American
and Other. By age, 37.1% were ages 0 - 5, 40.7% were ages 6 - 12, and 22.2% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated
cases, 31.1% of the children lived in two-parent families, 46.5% in single parent families, 15.9% with unmarried couples,
and 6.6% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 5,110 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the state is 6.9 years. The ages of children in foster care were 15.4% 0-2, 11.4% 3-5, 22.3% 6-10, 16.7% 11-
13, and 34.3% 14 and above. The foster care population is 48.6% males and 51.4% females. Regarding their future,
31.3% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 36.6% for return to a parent or guardian, 4.0% for placement
with a relative, 14.0% for independent living, 13.7% for permanent foster care, and 0.4% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.97 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.40 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.



ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 187,275 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 87,631 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 18.8% of all children and youth: 9.5% of Whites and 32.5% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.
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Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 21.0%, it was
21.2% in 1979 and 28.7% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 20.2% of children 0 - 5
(10.1% White, 35.8% African-American and Other), and 17.7% of children 6 - 17 (8.6% White, 30.7% African- American
and Other), lived in poverty; 13.9% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single - parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 40.2% of children in single - parent families lived in
poverty, but only 7.5% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
68.0% of all the state's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 426,484 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 239,209 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 89,538 9.0% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 187,275 18.8% 56,181 9.5% 131,094 32.5%
Under 125% 245,464 24.7% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 308,538 31.0% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 368,490 37.1% NA NA NA NA
Under 185% 393,255 39.5% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 426,484 42.9% NA NA NA NA
Total Children 1,009,641 598,188 411,453

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.



Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $52,011. In 1989 it was $46,153, and 1979, it
was $41,959, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$24,322 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $64,607 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, South Carolina real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.3%.

Child Support Payments: There were 29,547' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal
year 2002, but only 24.0 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 252,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 68,035
parents in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 231. Information is not available regarding
the amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 11,480, or 20.6% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001,
14,739, or 26.4% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 7,435 or 20.8% of Whites and 7,303 or
36.5% of African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 410 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 5,349 or 9.6% of all babies in the state were
born with low birthweight: 13.7% of African-American and Other babies and 7.3% of White babies. During 1999-2001,
approximately 3,284 or 2.0% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
1.3% of White babies and 3.2% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the state in 1999 - 2001 was $13,731 and $91,517 for each very low birthweight baby, compared with
$1,933 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the state of $99,501,765 for all low birthweight
babies, of which $69,516,776 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 21.6% from
11.9 to 9.3 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 28.9% from 8.4 to 6.0 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 11.7% from 17.0 to 15.0 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 634 White and 914 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 880
White and 1,174 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 6



Child Injuries and Deaths : Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the South Carolina went to the emergency room 112,282 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 351 White and 282 African-American and Other
children ages 1-14 died in the state. During 1989-91, 430 White and 368 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 52.1% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the state to 11.9%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 40,839 to 61,258 youth ages 13-19 in the state were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n,
identified for treatment or not reported. In the state, there were 214 reported cases of children under age 15 and 2,786 you
ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 363 youth under 15 and 5,751 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chla myd
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: The Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that many high school students are n
following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42% were trying to lose weigi
27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fruit, 59% ate salad, and over 83'
ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetables per day. During a week, 49'
did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times for 20 minutes in sports that ma(
them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or moderate activity at all during a week: 8
of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use: Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent s2stance abuse and risk-taking.



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the state. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, developments
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 100,964 children at
youth under age 18 in the state are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fl
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 45,428 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 22,038 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 492 in
South Carolina.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the state there are 12% or 62,442 seriously emotionally disturbed 917 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 41,628 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
state, there are 70,893 children in the state below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 57,871 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 128,764 uninsured children in South Carolina. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the state,
this would suggest the need for 870 nurses, compared with 539 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in South Carolina has increased by 78.7% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 41.9% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled.
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In June 2001, the total number of South Carolina children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 423,146.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 13,657 16,538 1,340 1,596 33,131
Children 1 - 5 47,310 68,320 2,869 5,854 124,353
Children 6 - 14 66,260 120,336 2,122 8,225 196,943
Children 15 - 18 23,605 43,100 475 1,539 68,719
Total 150,832 248,294 6,806 17,214 423,146

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, at
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the state under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 27.9% for Whites and 29.9% fl
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

6,763 children not ready 13.6% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

3,400 children failing 6.6% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

6,692 children failing 12.9% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

8,318 children over-age 17.2% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
16,078 six and seven year olds and 16,960 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during
2001-02, approximately 16.2% and 16.1% of their age groups respectively: 16.0% of White 8 9 year olds were in
special education and 16.3% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 13.6% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 17.2% over age in grade 3, and 16.1% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 22,038 speech and language impaired, 45,428 learning disabled, 5,971
emotionally disabled, 16,821 mentally impaired, and 7,787 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped
students. Special education classes served approximately 15.0% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

13,424 students did not pass all parts 33.3% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in South Carolina who did not meet standards declined from 57.4% to 27.5% in math and from
49.1% to 23% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 35% not meeting 8th grade math standards in
1998 and 31.6% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam E
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 28.2% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 31.4% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 30.6% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 31.7% in 1990 and 29.5% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 40.0%, but in 2002 25.4% of Lth graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8" graders below basic in reading and math averaged 43.0% in 1999 and 36.7% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 22.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 64,957 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 18,950 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8

199960

50 0 2002
40

30

20 r==,

10

70
3rd I 8th 3rd I 8th 3rd I 8th 3rd 8th 3rd 8th

Total WM W F AA&OM AA&OF

11



Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 27.9 17.2 17.1 43.6 37.9
4 27.3 15.7 15.3 43.8 39.9
5 31.8 20.3 18.9 49.1 44.8
6 32.2 20.4 17.9 51.8 45.3
7 41.6 29.3 26.1 62.4 55.6
8 40.0 27.6 25.7 60.8 54.7

Basic

3 41.0 39.3 41.1 40.8 43.3
4 37.0 34.0 36.3 38.0 40.7
5 39.8 38.5 41.6 38.1 41.1
6 39.0 37.8 41.5 36.4 40.2
7 31.6 32.2 35.8 26.4 30.8
8 41.1 43.8 47.3 32.4 38.0

Proficient

3 19.1 24.8 24.5 11.3 13.6
4 20.3 26.5 26.4 12.4 13.3
5 17.3 22.8 23.1 9.7 10.8
6 18.3 24.5 25.5 8.5 11.2
7 14.5 18.8 20.3 7.3 9.0
8 12.3 17.5 17.8 4.8 5.5

Advanced

3 12.0 18.7 17.3 4.4 5.1
4 15.3 23.9 22.0 5.8 6.1
5 11.1 18.3 16.3 3.2 3.3
6 10.5 17.3 15.1 3.2 3.3
7 12.3 19.7 17.8 3.9 4.6
8 6.6 11.1 9.3 2.0 1.8

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 24.4% of students in grades 3.8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were
51,401 students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 16,595 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 22.5 16.5 11.1 39.1 26.6
4 23.5 18.6 10.5 41.9 26.7
5 29.1 22.0 13.5 49.8 36.2
6 31.7 24.8 14.6 55.5 37.0
7 29.8 23.5 12.2 52.8 36.4
8 33.3 25.4 15.9 57.7 42.6

Basic

3 36.8 33.4 30.6 39.7 45.1
4 44.0 42.3 38.3 45.4 51.7
5 46.9 48.7 46.5 42.2 50.0
6 35.6 36.4 33.1 32.2 41.0
7 43.9 45.4 42.6 38.9 48.6
8 40.4 43.6 40.4 34.1 42.4

Proficient

3 36.7 45.5 50.1 20.3 26.6
4 30.3 36.9 46.2 12.4 20.8
5 22.7 27.9 37.0 7.9 13.4
6 25.5 30.9 37.7 10.8 18.6
7 22.7 27.4 37.3 7.8 13.7
8 21.7 26.2 34.4 7.3 13.4

Advanced

3 4.0 4.5 8.3 0.8 1.7
4 2.2 2.2 5.1 0.3 0.8
5 1.4 1.4 3.0 0.1 0.5
6 7.3 7.9 14.6 1.5 3.4
7 3.6 3.7 7.9 0.6 1.3
8 4.5 4.8 9.2 1.0 1.5

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

16,648 students drop out annually 31.9% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 30.1% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from state schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 30.2% during 1985-89, and 29.8%
during 1990-94, 31.9% during 1995-97 and 34.8% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 97.0% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
3.0% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to Eith grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the websitel 3



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 1,378 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001
7,759 GEDs were awarded in the state. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 16.8% of state resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 22.5% to 45.3%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%
Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%
Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%
Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using Hie:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by :
15.

In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that
they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substinw abuse and risk-taking.



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the state, 4,128 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 3,973 in 2000 and 3,579 in 2001. This represented 3.1% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001;
several times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was
2.3% for Whites and 4.3% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 77.1% resulted in
live births, with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in South Carolina has decreased by
Overall, it has decreased by 42.5% for Whites, and decreased by 46.3% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 20,158 individual juvenile offenders in the state were referred to the
Solicitor for delinquency; of these, 15.1% were age 12 or younger, 30.9% were 13 or 14, and 54.0% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 8.4% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 3,767 juvenile cases constituting 13.2% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses
include truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 28.9% lived in families with income under $10,000,
34.9% with $10,000-$19,999 and 36.2% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 19.1% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 53.7% lived in a single parent household, 23.8% lived with other relatives, and 3.4% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
36.2% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 53.0% had at least one prior
referral and 19.5% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 2.7% had been referred by the age of 10, 9.6% by the age of 12, and 25.2% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 10,803 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the state, 6.0% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 1,990 juveniles committed to DJJ
custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 23,957 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 10.2% of their age group: 8.1% for White and
13.2% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 1,229 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 505 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 140 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 107 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in South Carolina. The 31.3% of
children in single - parent families, 18.8% in poverty, 34.8% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the state, 85.5%
of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 59.9% are born to married parents, and 68.7% lived in two-
parent families; 81.2% were not poor and 57.1% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a family
of three, $30,040 in 2002; 90.4% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 86.4% were assessed as ready for the first
grade, 60.0% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 66.7% for 8th grade reading, 66.7% passed all parts
of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 65.2% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high school
students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a problem
is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 40.7% of 3rd
graders and 26.2% of 8th graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 31.1% of 3"I graders and 18.9%
of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilsondrss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelQogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(2 ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.org
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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South Carolina
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent
Most

Recent
Year

1980* 1990* Most Recent
Percent

Change 80.
pnss

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Ngt)OTA
Low Birth Weight 2001 4,493 5,109 5,349 +19.1% +4.7% 8.7 8.7 9.6 10.9% 9.9%

White babies 2001 1,836 2,179 2,606 +41.9% +19.6% 6.0 6.1 7.3 21.7% 18.9%

African American and Other babies 2001 2,657 2,930 2,743 +3.2% -6.4% 12.4 12.8 13.7 10.2% 7.4%

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 19,737 23,447 14,739 +25.3% -37.1% 38.0 40.1 26.4 -30.5% -34.2%

White babies 2001 8,429 10,581 7,435 -11.8% -29.7% 27.6 29.8 20.8 -24.6% -30.2%

African American and Other babies 2001 11,308 12,863 7,303 -35.4% -43.2% 53.0 56.0 36.5 -31.1% -34.8%

Infant Mortality 2001 2,506 2,054 1,548 -38.2% -24.6% 1.6 1.2 0.9 -42.7% - 21.6 %;

White babies 2001 1,078 880 634 -41.2% -28.0% 1.2 0.8 0.6 -49.3% -28.9%

African American and Other babies 2001 1,428 1,174 914 -36.0% -22.1% 2.3 1.7 1.5 -33.4% -11.7%

amity
Births to mothers under 18 2001 4,291 3,807 2,807 -34.6% -26.3% 8.3 6.5 5.0 -39.5% -23.2%

White babies 2001 1,643 1,532 1,236 -24.8% -19.3% 5.4 4.3 3.5 -34.9% -18.9%

African American and Other babies 2001 2,648 2,275 1,571 -40.7% -30.9% 12.4 9.9 7.9 -36.7% -20.7%

Births to mothers under 20 2001 10,229 9,975 8,080 -21.0% -19.0% 19.7 17.1 14.5 -26.4% -15.0%

White babies 2001 4,699 4,640 3,982 -15.3% +14.2% 15.4 13.1 11.1 -27.8% -15.1%

African American and Other babies 2001 5,530 5,334 4,098 -25.9% +23.2% 25.9 23.2 20.5 -20.9% -11.8%

Births to mothers with less than a high
school education

2001 16,169 13,953 11,703 -27.6% -16.1% 31.1 23.9 21.0 -32.6% -12.0%

White babies 2001 8,060 7,445 6,868 -14.8% -7.8% 26.4 21.0 19.2 -27.2% -8.5%

African American and Other babies 2001 8,109 6,508 4,835 -40.4% -25.7% 38.0 28.3 24.2 -36.4% -14.7%

Births to sinle mothers ** 2001 11,913 19,097 22,331 +87.5% +16.9% 22.9 32.7 40.1 74.7% 22.8%

White babies 2001 2,030 5,174 8,551 +321.2% +65.3% 6.6 14.6 23.9 259.8% 63.9%

African American and Other babies 2001 9,883 13,922 13,780 +39.4% -1.0% 46.3 60.6 68.9 48.8% 13.6%

Children in sin.le .arent families 2000 162,262 200,590 273,880 +68.8% +36.5% 18.9 25.1 31.3 65.5% 24.6%

White 2000 62,844 74,902 104,098 +65.6% +39.0% 12.5 14.5 19.0 51.6% 30.7%

African American and Other 2000 98,349 124,070 169,782 +72.6% +36.8% 32.5 44.6 52.0 60.1% 16.6%

gau cation
-46.9%;Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 17,335 14,315 6,763 -61.0% -52.8% 36.3 25.6 13.6 -62.5%

White males 2001 4,060 3,147 1,338 -67.0% -57.5% 29.4 19.4 9.5 -67.7% -51.0%

White females 2001 2,609 1,934 855 -67.2% -55.8% 20.7 13.3 6.7 -67.6% -49.6%

African American and Other males 2001 5,993 5,231 2,685 -55.2% -48.7% 54.2 40.0 22.8 -57.9% -43.0%

African American and Other females 2001 4,671 3,991 1,861 -60.2% -53.4%. 45.9 33.1 17.0 -63.0% -48.6%

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 8,957 10,936 7,227 -19.3% -33.9% 19.0 20.6 13.6 -28.4% -34.0%

White males 2000 2,618 2,693 1,700 -35.1% -36.9% t 19.1 17.5 11.3 -40.8% -35.4%

White females 2000 1,426 1,686 965 -32.3% -42.8%1 11.2 11.8 7.0 -37.5% -40.7%

African American and Other males 2000 2,974 3,966 2,712 -8.8% -31.6% i 28.4 33.6 22.6 -20.4% -32.7%

African American and Other females 2000 1,905 2,572 1,802 -5.4% -29.9% 19.1 22.6 15.7 -17.8% -30.5%

Grade 3 Math below standards*** 2002 I 18,162 7,527 13,355 -26.5% +77.4% 38.7 15.3 27.9 -27.9% +82.4%

White males 2002 3,971 1,209 2,320 -41.6% +91.9% 28.3 8.6 17.2 -39.2% +100.0%

White females 2002 3,463 1,262 2,167 -37.4% +71.7% 26.2 9.1 17.1 -34.7% +87.9%

African American and Other males 2002 5,725 2,545 4,746 -17.1% +86.5% 57.9 24.2 43.6 -24.7% +80.2%

African American and Other females 2002 4,902 2,491 4,116 -16.0% +65.2% 51.0 23.3 37.9 -25.7% +62.7%

Grade 3 Reading below standards * ** 2002 15,289 5,654 10,748 -29.7% +90.1% 32.5 11.5 22.5 -30.8% +95.7%

White males 2002 3,635 1,186 2,220 -38.9% +87.2% 25.9 8.4 16.5 -36.3% +96.4%

White females 2002 2,215 713 1,404 -36.6% +96.9% 16.7 5.2 11.1 -33.5% +113.5%

African American and Other males 2002 5,459 2,226 4,239 -22.3% +90.4% 55.2 21.3 39.1 -29.2% +83.6%

African American and Other females 2002 i 3,887 1,512 2,884 -25.8% +90.7% 40.4 14.2 26.6 -34.2% +87.3%

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 j 12,396 15,066 11,932 -3.7% -20.8% 28.2 31.4 25.3 -10.3% -19.4%

White males 1998 2,925 3,533 2,223 -24.0% -37.1% 22.5 25.1 16.5 -26.7% -34.3%

White females 1998 1,717 2,357 1,799 +4.8% -23.7% 13.9 17.4 13.4 -3.6% -23.0%

African American and Other males 1998 1 4,380 5,119 4,245 -3.1% -17.1% 48.8 50.8 45.2 -7.4% -11.0%

African American and Other females 1998 3,219 4,017 3,614 +12.3% -10.0% 36.0 39.7 35.3 -1.9% -11.1%1

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
*** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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South Carolina
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education (continued
Indicators H

Number Percent
Most

Recent
Year

j 1980* 1990*
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards 2002 26,870 11,900 19,058 -29.1% +60.2% 57.4 27.5 40.0 -30.3% 45.5%

White males 2002 I 5,814 2,448 3,795 -34.7% +55.0% 41.6 18.5 27.6 -33.7% 49.2%

White females 2002 i 5,471 2,355 3,421 -37.5% +45.3% 41.7 18.6 25.7 -38.4% 38.2%

African American and Other males 2002 7,678 3,598 6,097 -20.6% +69.5% 78.6 41.8 60.8 -22.6% 45.5%

African American and Other females 2002 7,772 3,473 5 737 -26.2% +65.2% 79.4 39.7 54.7 -31.1% 37.8%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 23,071 9,967 15,862 -31.2% +59.1% 49.1 23.0 33.3 -32.2% 44.8%

White males 2002 I 5,143 2,515 3,498 -32.0% +39.1% 36.7 19.0 25.4 -30.8% 33.7%

White females 2002 3,600 1,641 2,117 -41.2% +29.0% 27.3 13.0 15.9 -41.8% 22.3%

African American and Other males 2002 7,480 3,261 5,770 -22.9% +76.9% 76.3 37.8 57.7 -24.4% 52.6%

African American and Other females 2002 6,729 2,522 4,472 -33.5% +77.3% 68.6 28.8 42.6 -37.9% 47.9%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 14,518 14,278 NA -1.7% NA 31.7 30.0 NA -5.4%

White males 1998 NA 3,551 NA NA NA NA 25.7 19.6 NA -23.7%

White females 1998 NA 1,984 NA NA NA NA 15.4 13.8 NA -10.4%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 5,147 NA NA NA NA 53.3 51.3 NA -3.8%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 3,794 NA NA NA NA 40.4 41.2 NA 2.0%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st attempt) 2002 I 20,120 11,156 13,424 -33.3% +20.3%I 45.1 29.5 33.3 -26.2% 12.9%

White males 2002 I 4,397 2,358 2,563 -41.7% +8.7% 32.4 20.8 21.8 -32.7% 4.8%

White females 2002 3,623 1,783 2,333 -35.6% +30.8% 27.0 15.4 19.5 -27.8% 26.6%

African American and Other males 2002 6,082 3,614 3,964 -34.8% +9.7% 71.8 51.5 53.9 -24.9% 4.7%

African American and Other females 2002 5,945 3,335 4,437 -25.4% +33.0% 66.0 42.7 49.2 -25.5% 15.2%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled in
12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 15,074 14,416 16,648 +10.4% +15.5% 27.5 30.5 31.9 16.0% 4.4%

White males 2000-02 4,432 4,535 5,024 +13.3% +10.8% 28.0 30.3 32.9 17.6% 8.1%

White females 2000-02 3,547 3,395 3,669 +3.4% +8.1% 24.0 24.5 25.5 6.4% 4.0%

African American and Other males 2000-02 I 3,490 3,516 4,795 +37.4% +36.4% 33.1 34.9 42.2 27.3% 17.2%

African American and Other females 2000-02 2,408 2,296 3,161 +31.3% +37.6% 23.9 23.6 28.2 18.1% 16.5%

Young Adults Not Completing High School (18-
24)

2000 j 124,012 96,350 92,762 -25.2% -3.7 %i 27.8 24.3 16.8 -39.7% -31.0%

White males NA 42,081 31,710 NA NA NA 26.9 23.1 NA NA NA

White females NA 31,674 24,013 NA NA NA 22.5 18.7 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 28,556 22,574 NA NA NA 39.88 36.1 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 21,701 18,053 NA NA NA 28.29 26.3 NA NA NA

Economics
Poverty Rate 2000 197,577 190,873 187,275 -5.2% -1.9% 21.2 21.0 18.8 -11.3% -10.5% t

White children 2000 j 58,350 52,430 56,181 -3.7% +7.2% 10.1 9.5 9.5 -5.9% 0.0%

African American and Other children 2000 137,588 138,443 131,094 -4.7% -5.3% 39.0 38.9 32.5 -16.7% -16.5%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 41,959 $ 46,153 $ 52,011 +24.0% +12.7% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 47,057 $ 53,412 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 30,047 $ 30,524 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

A. descent..... _ - - - .
Factors..

Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 6,079 5,435 3,579 -41 1% -34.1% 5.2 5.1 3.1 -39.8% -39.2%

White 2001 2,774 2,417 1,625 -41.4% -32.8% 3.8 3.7 2.3 39.2% -37.8%

African American and Other 2001 3,305 3,015 1,952 -40.9% -35.3% 7.4 7.4 4.3 -41.8% -41.9%

Delinquency 2002 5,262 8,697 10,803 +105.3% +24.2% 2.9 5.4 6.0 106.8% 11.1%

White males 2002 2,167 3,286 3,403 +57.0% +3.6% 3.7 6.2 6.2 66.3% -0.7%

White females 2002 977 1,413 1,781 +82.3% +26.0% 1.8 2.9 3.4 89.9% 17.9%

African American and Other males 2002 1,577 2,972 3,830 +142.9% +28.9% 4.7 9.7 10.4 122.0% 7.6%

African American and Other females 2002 541 1,026 1,789 +230.7% +74.4% 1.6 3.5 5.0 210.6% 42.0%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.

**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 6,621 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 4,085 were White, 2,391
were African-American, and 145 were other races. There were 6,165 children under age 18 in 1990, 6,588 in 1980,
7,150 in 1970, and 8,359 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.3% of the
population in 2000, down from 39.0% in 1960, 33.9% in 1970, and 29.1% in 1980.

In 2000 the 2,105 pre-schoolers under age 6 mere 8.0% of the overall population: 7.4% of Whites and 9.1% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.2% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.4% and "some other
race alone" at 0.5% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 31.7% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 42.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 18 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 4.9% of
all babies born in the county; 3.7% of all White and 7.1% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 94.4% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 50 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 13.5% of all born in the
county; 10.6% of all White and 19.0% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 80.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 66 babies, 17.8% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
16.3% of White and 20.8% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 44.1% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 49.5% had completed 12
grades (43.3% of Whites and 61.6% of African Americans and Others) and 32.7% had more than a high school degree
(40.4% of Whites and 17.6% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 101

babies, 27.2% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 32.3%
and in 1960 it was 15.7%. In 2001, 10.2% of White children and 60.3% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 51 babies, 13.7% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 152, constituting 41.0% of all babies, 20.8% of White babies,
and 80.2% of African-American and Others.

100%
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

* AA &O
41Total

AWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 193 marriage licenses were issued, while 73 divorce decrees involving 82 children
were filed. In 1970, only 36 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single -parent families. In 2000, 1,777 children
lived with only one parent. This was 31.4% of all children, up from 25.3% in 1990, 18.1% in 1980, and 13.4% in 1970. In
2000, 18.3% of White and 56.2% of African-American and Other children lived in single- parent families. Also in 2000,
506 or 33.2% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 17.8% of White and 65.4% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. Ir.

2000, 67.3% of mothers with children under 6 and 73.5% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 46.0% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
63.1% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 609 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 84.2% of these are in licensed
programs and 15.8% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 80.3% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 15.8% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 3.9% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 67.50 for centers and $ 68.38 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 33.3% of centers with
pre-school staff and 33.3% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 66.7% of centers with pre-school staff and 66.7% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 66.7% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 66.7% of centers most assistants have
only a high school degree. In 33.3% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 68.8% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 12.5% have less
than a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 252 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 28.2% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

59.5% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 16.8% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 8.8% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 456 or 6.9% of all children lived with relatives, 117 or 1.8% lived with

non-relatives, 6 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 2 or 0.0% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 65 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 30 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 9.1% for physical abuse, 3.0% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental injury,
48.5% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 6.1% for medical neglect, 33.3% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 70 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 50.0% were male, 50.0% were female; 72.9% were White, 27.1% were African-American and
Other. By age, 35.3% were ages 0 - 5, 42.6% were ages 6 - 12, and 22.1% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
27.1% of the children lived in two-parent families, 55.7% in single parent families, 12.9% with unmarried couples, and
4.3% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 26 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 8.8 years. The ages of children in foster care were 11.5% 0-2, 15.4% 3-5, 30.8% 6-10, 19.2%
11-13, and 23.1% 14 and above. The foster care population is 46.2% males and 53.9% females. Regarding their future,
15.4% were under a plan for placement in adoptive tomes, 69.2% for return to a parent or guardian, 7.7% for placement
with a relative, 7.7% for independent living, 0.0% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.95 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.56 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,165 children and youth under the age of 18 lived in 550 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 17.8% of all children and youth: 11.9% of Whites and 27.7% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 17.3%, it was
17.8% in 1979 and 21.9% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 17.9% of children 0 - 5
(12.9% White, 26.6% African-American and Other), and 16.7% of children 6 - 17 (11.1% White, 25.9% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 16.9% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 36.5% of children in single -parent families lived in
poverty, but only 7.6% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
65.9% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 3,185 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 2,020 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 633 9.7% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 1,165 17.8% 483 11.9% 682 27.7%

Under 125% 1,564 24.0% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 2,113 32.4% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 2,636 40.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 2,837 43.5% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 3,185 48.8% NA NA NA NA
Total Children 6,621 4,085 2,536

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our webs te at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $42,889. In 1989 it was $41,874, and 1979, it
was $39,834, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single - parent families with children was
$20,877 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $52,558 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Abbeville County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 3.5%.

Child Support Payments: There were 252' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 29.4 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 235,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 415 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 222. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 49, or 13.2% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 74, or
19.9% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 41 or 16.7% of Whites and 33 or 26.2% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 2 women received no prenatal care at all.
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Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2)01, 41 or 11.1% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 11.1% of African-American and Other babies and 11.0% ofWhite babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 22 or 2.1% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.9% of White babies and 2.5% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $15,710 and $77,453 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,744 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $606,662 for all
low birthweight babies, of which $378,543 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate increased by 82.5% from
6.8 to 12.4 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate increased 17.2% from 5.0 to 5.8 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 165.5% from 9.4 to 24.9 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 4 White and 9 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 3 White and
4 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 24



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Abbeville County went to the emergency room 1,268 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 2 White and 1 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, White and 1 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 36.8% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 22.4%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause cf infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 266 to 399 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 2 reported cases of children under age 15 and 25 youth ages 1 f
19 infected with gonorrhea; 7 youth under 15 and 53 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

BE OT COPY MAMA LIE

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development:
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 662 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 206 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 184 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 7 in
Abbeville County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 414 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 276 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 529 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 341 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 870 uninsured children in Abbeville County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 5 nurses, compared with 1 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Abbeville County has increased by 84.4% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 39.9% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$6.2 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Abbeville County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 2,641.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 89 99 2 3 193
Children 1 - 5 368 409 5 16 798
Children 6 - 14 488 701 4 24 1,217
Children 15 - 18 164 249 2 18 433
Total 1,109 1,458 13 61 2,641

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requi
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, an
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 18.9% for Whites and 22.4% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

20 children not ready 7.2% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

35 children failing 11.6% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one two and three):

51 children failing 17.1% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

52 children over-age 19.3% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
153 six and seven year olds and 94 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 25.7% and 16.8% of their age groups respectively: 15.9% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 17.8% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 7.2% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 19.3% over age in grade 3, and 16.8% of eight and nine year-olds
placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 184 speech and language impaired, 206 learning disabled, 26 emotionally

disabled, 102 mentally impaired, and 49 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 15.3% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

86 students did not pass all parts 39.6% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Abbeville County who did not meet standards declined from 64.1% to 36.9% in math and from
50.4% to 19.5% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 50.6% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 30.9% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 18.2% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 22.1% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 23.5% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 34.1% in 1990 and 23.9% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 36.6%, but in 2002 26.7% of 411 graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 49.4% in 1999 and 40.2% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 24.8% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 350 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 115 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 22.8 12.3 12.9 33.9 35.7
4 29.4 19.7 19.3 44.4 31.4
5 32.2 18.5 13.6 59.1 47.3
6 32.0 18.4 21.1 48.1 50.9
7 38.3 23.2 25.9 66.2 47.9
8 42.5 35.6 26.5 73.5 49.2

Basic

3 48.0 46.6 43.5 52.5 50.0
4 38.5 30.3 36.8 41.7 44.3
5 41.3 42.0 46.9 33.3 41.8
6 38.3 37.9 39.4 38.9 36.8
7 31.0 30.3 38.3 21.5 32.4
8 42.9 44.8 56.6 24.5 36.1

Proficient

3 20.0 28.8 22.6 13.6 12.5
4 18.9 36.4 19.3 11.1 10.0
5 16.3 22.2 23.5 7.6 7.3
6 20.8 26.4 31.0 7.4 12.3
7 17.1 25.3 19.8 6.2 12.7
8 10.0 10.3 13.3 2.0 11.5

Advanced

3 9.2 12.3 21.0 0.0 1.8
4 13.2 13.6 24.6 2.8 14.3
5 10.2 17.3 16.0 0.0 3.6
6 8.9 17.2 8.5 5.6 0.0
7 13.6 21.2 16.0 6.2 7.0
8 4.6 9.2 3.6 0.0 3.3

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 27.1% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 314
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 116 at 1999 performance rates.

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

0

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 19.6 13.7 6.5 40.7 19.6
4 23.9 20.0 3.5 50.0 17.1
5 30.7 18.5 12.3 60.6 40.0
6 42.2 28.7 26.4 64.8 61.4
7 32.3 19.2 14.8 60.0 45.1
8 37.9 34.5 10.8 77.6 47.5

Basic

3 43.6 45.2 37.1 40.7 51.8
4 52.3 49.2 57.9 44.4 58.6
5 49.8 55.6 53.1 37.9 50.9
6 34.1 43.7 33.3 29.6 24.6
7 49.4 54.5 56.8 38.5 43.7
8 41.4 51.7 45.8 20.4 37.7

Proficient

3 33.2 37.0 48.4 16.9 28.6
4 22.3 29.2 33.3 5.6 24.3
5 19.4 25.9 34.6 1.5 9.1
6 19.3 18.4 34.7 5.6 14.0
7 15.2 20.2 25.9 0.0 9.9
8 17.9 13.8 37.3 0.0 11.5

Advanced

3 3.6 4.1 8.1 1.7 0.0
4 1.5 1.5 5.3 0.0 0.0
5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
6 4.4 9.2 5.6 0.0 0.0
7 3.2 6.1 2.5 1.5 1.4
8 2.9 0.0 6.0 2.0 3.3

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

90 students drop out annually 29.0% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 28.7% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 31.9% during 1985-89, and 27.0%
during 1990-94, 23.4% during 1995-97 and 28.6% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 94.1% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
5.9% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 12 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 48
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 15.3% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 19.6% to 61.4%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1 % 25.1 % 34.1 % 53.0% 20.0%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 76 and gh graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0%. 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using Hie:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by
15.

In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that
they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and ris k-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Abbeville County data, for 1992-93, is available on the
Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 34 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 26 in 2000 and 21 in 2001. This represented 2.8% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 1.9% for
Whites and 4.3% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 85.7% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Abbeville County has decreased by 40.S
Overall, it has decreased by 57.8% for Whites, and decreased by 14.0% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 90 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 21.1% were age 12 or younger, 18.9% were 13 or 14, and 60.0% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 4.9% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 20 juvenile cases constituting 16.3% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 5.8% lived in families with income under $10,000,
67.3% with $10,000-$19,999 and 26.9% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 16.7% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 51.9% lived in a single parent household, 27.8% lived with other relatives, and 3.7% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
48.1% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 56.7% had at least one prior
referral and 20.0% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 1.1% had been referred by the age of 10, 12.8% by the age of 12, and 28.7% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 54 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 4.6% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 10 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02

30%-7
25 %-

20 %
12.0%

15%-

10%- 3.3%
5.7%

1.4%
5%.

0%
White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 118 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 7.5% of their age group: 5.8% for White and
11.1% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 5 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 2 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Abbeville County. The 31.4%
of children in single - parent families, 17.8% in poverty, 28.6% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
86.5% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 59.0% are born to married parents, and 68.6% lived in
two-parent families; 82.2% were not poor and 51.2% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 88.9% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 92.8% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 57.5% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 62.1% for 8th grade reading, 60.4% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 71.4% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 36.8% of
3rd graders and 20.8% of 8" graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 29.2% of 3"1 graders and

14.6% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.
Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.scicidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmese,ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Abbeville County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education Qcontinued

Number PercentIndicators

Most
Recent Yee

1980* 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 218 106 119 -45.4% +12.3% 64.1 36.9 42.5 -33.7% 15.2%

White males 2002 41 16 31 -24.4% +93.8% 48.2 25.4 35.6 -26.1% 40.2%

White females 2002 48 21 22 -54.2% +4.8% 49.0 21.9 26.5 -45.9% 21.0%

African American and Other males 2002 61 36 36 -41.0% +0.0% 85.9 48.0 73.5 -14.4% 53.1%

African American and Other females 2002 65 33 30 -53.8% -9.1% 78.3 62.3 49.2 -37.2% -21.0%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 172 56 106 -38.4% +89.3% 50.4 19.5 37.9 -24.8% 94.4%

White males 2002 30 10 30 +0.0% +200.0% 35.3 15.9 34.5 -2,3% 117.0%

White females 2002 22 12 9 -59.1% -25.0% 22.5 12.5 10.8 -52.0% -13.6%

African American and Other males 2002 57 22 38 -33.3% +72.7% 79.2 29.3 77.6 -2.0% 164.8%

African American and Other females 2002 60 12 29 -51.7% +141.7% 72.3 22.6 47.5 -34.3% 110.2%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 107 76 NA -29.0% NA 34.1 25.6 NA -24.9%

White males 1998 NA 18 NA NA NA NA 24.3 20.5 NA -15.6%

White females 1998 NA 8 NA NA NA NA 9.2 11.7 NA 27.2%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 41 NA NA NA NA 51.9 45.8 NA -11.8%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 40 NA NA NA NA 56.3 33.3 NA -40.9%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 159 70 86 -45.9% +22.9% 51.1 28.8 39.6 -22.5% 37.5%

White males 2002 31 15 17 -45.2% +13.3% 34.4 23.4 25.4 -26.2% 8.5%

White females 2002 30 11 16 -46.7% +45.5% 34.9 14.7 24.2 -30.7% 64.6%

African American and Other males 2002 58 22 20 -65.5% -9.1% 81.7 42.3 60.6 -25.8% 43.3%

African American and Other females 2002 40 20 32 -20.0% +60.0% 62.5 40.8 64.0 2.4% 56.9%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 96 75 90 -6.6% +19.6% 26.8 24.6 29.0 8.0% 17.8%

White males 2000-02 26 22 28 +9.8% +27.3% 25.4 23.5 31.9 25.9% 35.7%

White females 2000-02 17 20 20 +23.2% +4.3% 18.4 25.5 23.6 27.8% -7.6%

African American and Other males 2000-02 36 19 27 -23.9% +45.9% 40.3 28.2 38.8 -3.9% 37.2%

African American and Other females 2000-02 19 15 14 -22.5% -4.4% 23.1 21.6 21.7 -6.1% 0.6%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 960 681 471 -50.9% -30.8% 32.8 25.8 15.3 -53.4% -40.7%

White males NA 335 200 NA NA NA 33.3 21.6 NA NA NA

White females NA 201 114 NA NA NA 21.1 14.4 NA NA NA'

African American and Other males NA 223 179 NA NA NA 56.5 44.9 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 201 188 NA NA NAI 35.1 35.9 NA NA NA
. ,

Poverty Rate 2000

Econ, orni,, ro

1,178 1,047 1,165 -1.1% +11.3% 17.8 17.3 17.8 0.0% 2.9%

White children 2000 295 282 483 +63.7% +71.3% 7.9 7.7 11.9 50.6% 54.5%

African American and Other children 2000 883 765 682 -22.8% -10.8% 30.5 32.3 27.7 -9.3% -14.4%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 39,834 $ 41,874 $ 42,889 +7.7% +2.4% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 45,105 $ 47,334 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 29,809 $ 31,288 NA NA NAI NA NA NA NA NA

Adolesce t al& Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 38 25 21 -44.7% -16.0% 4,4 3.4 2.8 -36.7% -17.6%

White 2001 23 11 9 -60.9% -18.2% 4.5 2.4 1.9 -57.9% -20.8%

African American and Other 2001 15 14 12 -20.0% -14.3% 4.3 4.8 4.3 0.2% -10.4%

Delinquency 2002 21 48 54 +157.1% +12.5% 1.6 4.0 4.6 188.5% 15.4%

White males 2002 I
i 8 21 13 +62.5% -38.1% 2.0 5.3 3.3 62.5% -38.7%

White females 2002 3 8 5 +66.7% -37.5% 0.8 2.4 1.4 68.9% -43.7%

African American and Other males 2002 7 12 24 +242.9% +100.0% 2.9 5.1 12.0 313.8% 135.3%

African American and Other females 2002 7 12 +300.0% i +71.4% 1.1 2.8 5.7 419.5% 104.1%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**MAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Abbeville County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent
Most

Recent
Year

1980 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change 11980 Rank
90- res

199

Health
Low Birth Weight 2001 17 29 41 +141.2% +41.4% 5.3 8.4 11.1 107.6% 31.7% 1

White babies 2001 8 11 27 +237.5% +145.5% 4.3 5.3 11.0 155.8% 108.0% 7

African American and Other babies 2001 9 18 14 +55.6% -22.2% 6.8 13.2 11.1 64.2% -16.0% 1

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 109 135 74 +32.1% -45.2% 34.3 39.2 19.9 -42.0% -49.3% 13

White babies 2001 46 65 41 -10.9% -36.9% 24.9 31.3 16.7 -32.9% -46.6% 18

African American and Other babies 2001 63 70 33 -47.6% -52.9% 47.4 51.5 26.2 -44.7% 49.1% 11

Infant Mortality 2001 16 7 13 -18.8% +85.7% 1.6 0.7 1.2 -21.3% 82.5% 21

White babies 2001 2 3 4 +100.0% +33.3% 0.3 0.5 0.6 70.8% 17.2% 1

African American and Other babies 2001 14 4 9 -35.7% +125.0% 3.3 0.9 2.5 -23.8% 165.5% 43

Famil
Births to mothers under 18 2001 23 21 18 -21.7% -14.3% 7.2 6.1 4.9 -32.3% -19.7%

White babies 2001 13 9 9 -30.8% +0.0% 7.0 4.3 3.7 -47.3% -14.5% 35

African American and Other babies 2001 10 12 9 -10.0% -25.0% 7.5 8.8 7.1 -5.0% -19.0% 1

Births to mothers under 20 2001 63 60 50 -20.6% -16.7% 19.8 17.4 13.5 -31.9% -22.6% 14

White babies 2001 37 26 26 -29.7% +0.0% 20.0 12.5 10.6 -47.0% -15.2% 40

African American and Other babies 2001 26 34 24 -7.7% +29.4% 19.5 25.0 19.0 -2.6% -23.8% 2

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 101 88 66 -34.7% -25.0% 31.8 25.6 17.8 -44.0% -30.4% 15

White babies 2001 52 49 40 -23.1% -18.4% 28.1 23.6 16.3 -42.0% -30.8% 22

African American and Other babies 2001 49 39 26 -46.9% -33.3% 36.8 28.7 20.6 -44.0% -28.0% 3

Births to single mothers**** 2001 76 115 152 +100.0% +322% 23.9 33.4 41.0 71.6% 22.6% 19

White babies 2001 6 25 51 +750.0% +104.0% 3.2 12.0 20.8 541.3% 73.1% 4

African American and Other babies 2001 70 90 101 +44.3% +12.2% 52.6 66.2 80.2 52.3% 21.1% 40

Children in single parent families 2000 1,087 1,347 1,777 +63.5% +31.9% 18.1 25.3 31.4 73.4% 24.0% 20

White 2000 318 429 678 +113.2% +58.0% 8.6 12.5 18.3 112.6% 46.3% 10

African American and Other 2000 760 913 1,099 +44.6% +20.4% 31.9 49.1 56.2 76.2% 14.5%

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 145 84 20 -86.2% -76.2% 46.3 21.4 7.2 -84.4% -66.4% 36

White males 2001 23 13 3 -87.0% -76.9% 31.5 12.9 3.5 -88.9% -72.9% 25

White females 2001 14 4 1 -92.9% -75.0% 18.0 4.5 1.4 -92.2% -68.9% 12

African American and Other males 2001 53 38 10 -81.1% -73.7% 63.1 36.9 16.1 -74.5% -56.4% 37

African American and Other females 2001 55 29 6 -89.1% -79.3% 70.5 28.7 10.3 -85.4% -64.1% 46

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 58 93 61 +5.2% -34.4% 18.5 26.9 20.2 9.2% 24.9% 27

White males 2000 17 19 16 -5.9% -15.8% 21.1 20.7 19.7 -6.6% -4.8% 30

White females 2000 6 10 4 -33.3% -60.0% 7.7 11.1 5.5 -28.6% -50.5% 12

African American and Other males 2000 21 34 25 +19.0% -26.5% 26.0 39.7 33.1 27.3% -16.6% 22

African American and Other females 2000 14 30 16 +14.3% -46.7% 18.9 40.8 24.0 27.0% -41.2% 25

Grade 3 Math below standards-- 2002 73 28 57 -21.9% +103.6% 25.6 9.2 22.8 -10.9% 147.8% 1

White males 2002 13 9 9 -30.8% +0.0% 16.3 9.4 12.3 -24.5% 30.9% 1

White females 2002 8 4 8 +0.0% +100.0% 11.6 4.6 12.9 11.2% 180.4% 1

African American and Other males 2002 29 7 20 -31.0% +185.7% 40.3 10.8 33.9 -15.9% 213.9% 1

African American and Other females 2002 21 8 20 -4.8% +150.0% 33.9 13.8 35.7 5.3% 158.7% 1

Grade 3 Reading below standards-** 2002 83 22 49 -41.0% +122.7% 29.1 7.2 19.6 -32.6% 172.2% 12

White males 2002 14 5 10 -28.6% +100.0% 17.5 5.3 13.7 -21.7% 158.5% 1

White females 2002 10 5 4 -60.0% -20.0% 14.5 5.7 6.5 -55.2% 14.0% 14

African American and Other males 2002 35 4 24 -31.4% +500.0% 48.6 6.2 40.7 -16.3% 556.5% 9

African American and Other females 2002 22 8 11 -50.0% +37.5% 35.5 13.8 19.6 -44.8% 42.0% 10

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 52 61 52 +0.0% -14.8% 18.2 22.1 18.9 3.8% -14.5% 3

White males 1998 14 13 9 -35.7% -30.8% 18.7 18.1 12.0 -35.8% -33.7% 9

White females 1998 5 13 8 +60.0% -38.5% 6.8 15.5 8.9 30.9% -42.6% 3

African American and Other males 1998 22 22 16 -27.3% -27.3% 31.9 33.8 38.1 19.4% 12.7%

African American and Other females 1998 10 13 19 +90.0% +46.2% 14.9 23.6 28.8 93.3% 22.0%

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
'1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Aiken County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 37,348 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 24,145 were White, 11,637
were African-American, and 1,566 were other races. There were 33,019 children under age 18 in 1990, 32,361 in 1980,

34,790 in 1970, and 34,525 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.2% of the

population in 2000, down from 42.6% in 1960, 38.2% in 1970, and 30.6% in 1980.
In 2000 the 11,468 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.0% of the overall population: 7.1% of Whites and 10.0% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 4.2% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 2.1% and "some other
race alone" at 1.1 % as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 33.1% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 51.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 105 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 5.6% of
all babies born in the county; 3.8% of all White and 9.3% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 94.3% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 288 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 15.2% of all born in the
county; 12.6% of all White and 21.0% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of

20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 81.9% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 418 babies, 22.2% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
21.6% of White and 23.5% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 46.7% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 32.8% had completed 12
grades (29.5% of Whites and 39.7% of African Americans and Others) and 45.0% had more than a high school degree

(48.8% of Whites and 36.8% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 620

babies, 32.8% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 25.5%

and in 1960 it was 5.4%. In 2001, 20.4% of White children and 59.2% of African-American and Otherchildren were born

to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.
Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 173 babies, 9.2% of all born in 2001, whose fathers

formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are added,

the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 793, constituting 42.0% of all babies, 26.8% of White babies, and

74.4% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

-- AA&O
--1* Total
A--White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 2,567 marriage licenses were issued, while 577 divorce decrees involving 538 children

were filed. In 1970, only 166 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single - Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single -parent families. In 2000, 9,723 children
lived with only one parent. This was 29.4% of all children, up from 22.5% in 1990, 17.2% in 1980, and 12.4% in 1970. In

2000, 19.0% of White and 51.0% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

2,962 or 29.5% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 16.9% of White and 54.2% ofAfrican American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family fmancial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. Ir.

2000, 63.8% of mothers with children under 6 and 72.2% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 30.2% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
61.1% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 4,388 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 94.7% of these are in licensed
programs and 5.3% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 90.4% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 4.2% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.6% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 3.8% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 79.02 for centers and $ 62.27 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 29.2% of centers with
pre-school staff and 50% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 58.3% of centers with pre-school staff and 42.9% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 54.2% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 50% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 37.5% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 50% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 10% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 1,238 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 45.2% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
60.6% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 27.4% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 6.8% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,793 or 4.8% of all children lived with relatives, 617 or 1.7% lived with
non-relatives, 45 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 77 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 833 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 301 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 14.5% for physical abuse, 8.3% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 22.8% for physical neglect, 5.2% for educational neglect, 1.0% for medical neglect, 45.7% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 2.4% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 530 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 51.0% were male, 49.0% were female; 58.5% were White, 41.5% were African-American and
Other. By age, 37.8% were ages 0 - 5, 38.9% were ages 6 - 12, and 23.3% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
32.3% of the children lived in two-parent families, 40.2% in single parent families, 21.9% with unmarried couples, and
5.7% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 177 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.2 years. The ages of children in foster care were 17.0% 0-2, 11.3% 3-5, 18.1% 6-10, 22.6%
11-13, and 31.1% 14 and above. The foster care population is 42.4% males and 57.6% females. Regarding their future,
35.6% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 33.3% for return to a parent or guardian, 4.5% for placement
with a relative, 13.0% for independent living, 13.6% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.82 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.35 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be pos4tyn the website.



ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 7,114 children and youth under the age of 18 Ned in 3,320 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 19.3% of all children and youth: 11.8% of Whites and 33.4% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999

80%-/
70%
60%-

50%.

40 %-

30 %.

20%.

10 %-

0%

19 0%19.3%
10.9%11.8%

.11111110

37.1%
33.4%

Total White AA&O

0 1989

El 1999

Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 19.0%, it was
16.1% in 1979 and 20.8% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 21.8% of children 0 - 5
(12.2% White, 38.1% African-American and Other), and 17.7% of children 6 - 17 (10.9% White, 31.1% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 12.5% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 41.9% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 7.6% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
65.0% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 15,299 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 8,185 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 2,890 7.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 7,114 19.3% 2,823 11.8% 4,291 33.4%

Under 125% 8,936 24.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 11,068 30.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 13,350 36.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 14,114 38.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 15,299 41.5% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 37,348 24,145 13,203
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.



Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $52,294. In 1989 it was $51,072, and 1979, it
was $43,869, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single- parent families with children was
$23,775 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $64,868 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Aiken County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.6%.

Child Support Payments: There were 682' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 23.3 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 224,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 1,846 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 225. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through

adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 458, or 24.2% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 656,
or 34.7% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 336 or 26.2% of Whites and 319 or 52.7% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 26 women received no prenatal care at all.
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Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 168 or 8.9% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 14.5% of African-American and Other babies and 6.2% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 81 or 1.5% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.0% of White babies and 2.3% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $4,783 and $62,931 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,338 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $263,009 for all

low birthweight babies, of which $164,248 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 8.1% from
10.5 to 9.7 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 7.8% from 8.4 to 7.7 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 8.9% from 15.3 to 13.9 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 29 White and 25 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 35 White and
29 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year.
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Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Aiken County went to the emergency room 3,033 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 17 White and 14 African-American and Other
children ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 17 White and 8 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 43.4% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 12.9%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thin
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 1,454 to 2,181 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n,
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 4 reported cases of children under age 15 and 61 you
ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 5 youth under 15 and 121 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamyd:
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 3,735 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 1,221 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 916 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 7 in

Aiken County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 2,340 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 1,560 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 2,543 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 2,188 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 4,731 uninsured children in Aiken County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 32 nurses, compared with 11 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Aiken County has increased by 77.9% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 39.9% of all children in hat age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$34.9 million.



In June 2001, the total number of Aiken County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 14,914. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 584 568 40 32 1,224
Children 1 - 5 2,113 2,218 99 150 4,580
Children 6 - 14 2,873 3,600 91 255 6,819
Children 15 - 18 970 1,226 23 72 2,291
Total 6,540 7,612 253 509 14,914

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, at
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 16.6% for Whites and 15.3% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessme nt Battery (CSAB):

313 children not ready 17.9% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

158 children failing 8.6% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

298 children failing 15.9% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

339 children over-age 18.1% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
575 six and seven year olds and 574 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 16.4% and 15.0% of their age groups respectively: 14.9% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 15.3% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 17.9% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 18.1% over age in grade 3, and 15.0% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 916 speech and language impaired, 1,221 learning disabled, 92 emotionally

disabled, 578 mentally impaired, and 321 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 13.1% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

432 students did not pass all parts 27.6% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Aiken County who did not meet standards declined from 54.5% to 23.7% in math and from 48.5%
to 15.6% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 19.3% not meeting 8th grade math standards in
1998 and 20.9% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 30.1% in 1983 on the

CTBS, 33.7% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 26.1% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 32.1% in 1990 and 26.5% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 31.9%, but in 2002 22.8% ofLth graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 33.9% in 1999 and 30.7% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 14.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 2,003 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 344 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 22.2 13.6 15.2 38.3 31.1

4 24.1 13.4 16.4 39.4 38.4
5 28.6 16.9 19.0 43.2 49.2
6 27.6 18.2 16.1 45.9 41.1

7 36.1 27.5 24.2 58.9 50.4
8 31.7 20.1 24.5 52.8 43.0

Basic

3 42.0 37.0 39.0 47.5 48.7
4 37.1 38.5 31.9 39.1 40.8
5 38.4 40.9 37.9 39.3 33.6
6 40.6 37.8 43.7 38.2 43.2
7 28.9 26.4 31.5 28.5 29.6
8 43.8 44.5 44.6 35.9 47.9

Proficient

3 21.8 28.9 25.9 9.7 16.2

4 22.4 25.9 29.5 12.8 15.3
5 20.8 23.8 27.1 13.3 12.8

6 19.8 24.7 26.8 11.0 10.9

7 16.7 17.8 21.5 9.4 12.8

8 14.1 19.5 17.3 7.6 6.3

Advanced

3 13.9 20.5 20.0 4.4 3.9
4 16.4 22.3 22.2 8.8 5.5
5 12.3 18.4 16.0 4.2 4.4
6 12.0 19.3 13.4 4.8 4.8
7 18.4 28.3 22.8 3.2 7.2
8 10.4 15.8 13.6 3.7 2.7

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 18.5% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,627
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 368 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 18.7 12.6 10.2 38.8 21.9
4 21.5 17.4 10.9 40.7 24.9
5 26.8 20.1 14.0 46.7 38.9

6 30.8 27.9 13.6 56.8 33.1

7 25.7 23.2 11.9 49.7 31.7

8 29.7 22.7 17.5 54.0 38.5

Basic

3 36.4 31.6 31.2 40.9 47.2
4 43.6 45.2 37.4 43.6 50.4
5 45.8 49.0 44.9 44.2 43.9
6 38.4 38.5 38.1 29.8 47.6
7 44.0 41.2 43.5 40.3 53.6
8 42.0 45.2 39.1 36.7 45.4

Proficient

3 41.0 52.5 49.6 20.3 30.1

4 33.0 35.4 48.1 15.2 23.8

5 25.5 29.7 36.9 9.2 16.5

6 25.2 27.2 37.7 12.5 17.5

7 26.3 31.0 37.6 9.4 14.1

8 22.2 26.2 31.8 7.7 13.9

Advanced

3 3.9 3.4 9.0 0.0 0.8
4 1.9 2.0 3.5 0.5 0.8
5 1.8 1.3 4.3 0.0 0.6

6 5.6 6.4 10.7 0.9 1.8

7 3.9 4.6 7.0 0.6 0.6

8 6.1 5.8 11.5 1.7 2.2

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

679 students drop out annually 33.4% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002

100%7

80%-

60%-

40%- Z
20%-

0%

33.6%

45.4%

28.7% 29.4%

//'-''

White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 26.7% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 20.8% during 1985-89, and 28.9%
during 1990-94, 30.6% during 1995-97 and 34.9% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 97.6% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
2.4% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 4



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 32 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 180
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 16.7% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 18.7% to 41.1%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they wouldbe "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they hadused alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% ofeighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur

13.7% of all state students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ille:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug 1

at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by ;

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is

easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescentsubstance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Aiken County data, for 1992-93, is available on the Kids

Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 136 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 136 in 2000 and 126 in 2001. This represented 3.0% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.1% for
Whites and 4.6% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 82.5% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Aiken County has decreased by 28.4
Overall, it has decreased by 41.7% for Whites, and decreased by 14.8% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 654 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 11.3% were age 12 or younger, 26.6% were 13 or 14, and 62.1% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 4.1% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 99 juvenile cases constituting 10.2% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 13.3% lived in families with income under $10,000,
34.6% with $10,000-$19,999 and 52.1% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 17.7% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 49.0% lived in a single parent household, 30.9% lived with other relatives, and 2.4% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
44.4% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 60.6% had at least one prior
referral and 21.9% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 4.0% had been referred by the age of 10, 9.4% by the age of 12, and 26.1% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 406 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 6.4% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 68 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 -17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 766 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 9.5% of their age group: 7.5% for White and
13.2% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit air website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds. 52



Deaths: During 1997-2001, 44 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the

major cause, resulting in 17 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 7 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 4 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Aiken County. The 29.4% of
children in single-parent families, 19.3% in poverty, 34.9% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are

at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

84.8% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 58.0% are born to married parents, and 70.6% lived in
two-parent families; 80.7% were not poor and 58.5% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.1% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 82.1% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 68.3% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 70.3% for 8th grade reading, 72.4% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 65.1% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 44.9% of

3rd graders and 28.3% of g" graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 35.7% of 3'd graders and
24.5% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(n,ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq

BEST COPY HULA 1LE



Aiken County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

i

Indicators Number Percent R
Most

Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980

Health

1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199.

Low Birth Weight 2001 132 184 168 +27.3% -8.7% 7.8 9.1 8.9 13.9% -1.8% 13
White babies 2001 57 96 80 +40.4% -16.7% 5.2 6.8 6.2 19.2% -8.7% 12
African American and Other babies 2001 75 88 88 +17.3% +0.0% 12.6 14.3 14.5 15.4% 1.7% 27

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 724 630 656 +9.4% +4.1% 42.9 31.0 34.7 -19.1% 11.8% 25
White babies 2001 374 325 336 -10.2% +3.4% 34.2 23.0 26.2 -23.4% 14.0% 39
African American and Other babies 2001 350 304 319 -8.9% +4.9% 58.8 49.4 52.7 -10.3% 6.7% 30

Infant Mortality 2001 75 64 54 -28.0% -15.6% 1.4 1.1 1.0 -31.6% -8.1% 9
White babies 2001 38 35 29 -23.7% -17.1% 1.1 0.8 0.8 -28.6% -7.8% 21
African American and Other babies 2001 37 29 25 -32.4% -13.8% 2.1 1.5 1.4 -32.7% -8.9% 15

Births to mothers under 18 2001 127 111 105 -17.3%
--------

-5.4% 7.5 5.5 5.6 -25.5% 2.4% 10
White babies 2001 59 62 49 -16.9% -21.0% 5.4 4.4 3.8 -29.5% -13.3% 21
African American and Other babies 2001 68 49 56 -17.6% +14.3% 11.4 8.0 9.3 -19.0% 16.2% 14

Births to mothers under 20 2001 329 323 288 -12.5% -10.8% 19.5 15.9 15.2 -22.0% -4.5% 13
White babies 2001 178 190 161 -9.6% +15.3% 16.3 13.4 12.6 -22.6% -6.2% 23
African American and Other babies 2001 151 133 127 -15.9% +4.5% 25.4 21.6 21.0 -17.3% -2.9% 18

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 529 447 418 -21.0% -6.5% 31.3 22.0 22.1 -29.4% 0.4% 14

White babies 2001 289 290 276 -4.5% -4.8% 26.4 20.5 21.5 -18.6% 4.8% 17
African American and Other babies 2001 240 157 142 -40.8% -9.6% 40.3 25.5 23.5 41.8% -8.1% 37

Births to single mothers**** 2001 333 567 793 +138.1% +39.9% 19.7 27.9 42.0 113.0% 50.4% 9
White babies 2001 84 206 343 +308.3% +66.5% 7.7 14.6 26.8 249.0% 84.0% 38
African American and Other babies 2001 249 360 450 +80.7% +25.0% 41.8 58.5 74.4 77.7% 27.1% 9

Children in single parent families 2000 5,146 6,674 9,723 +88.9% +45.7% 17.2 22.5 29.4 71.0% 30.7% 16
White 2000 2,423 3,030 4,224 +74.3% +39.4% 10.9 14.3 19.0 74.0% 32.6% 35
African American and Other 2000 2,687 3,604 5,499 +104.7% +5Z6% 31,3 43.1 51.0 62.8% 18.2% 38

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 693 732 313 -54.8% -57.2% 40.9 34.0 17.9 -56 2% -47.4% 29

White mates 2001 176 177 66 -62.5% -62.7% 34.2 26.3 12.6 -63.2% - 52.1 %' 30
White females 2001 115 125 34 -70.4% -72.8% 23.5 19.5 7.4 -68.5% -62.1% 31
African American and Other males 2001 209 232 110 -47.4% -52.6% 59.5 52.2 28.2 -52.6% -46.0% 33
African American and Other females 2001 193 197 103 -46.6% -47.7% 56.8 49.9 29.3 -48.4% -41.3% 40

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 294 459 315 +7.1% - 31.4% 17.9 22.5 15.7 -12.3% -30.2% 24
White males 2000 82 131 79 -3.7% - 39.7 %' 15.8 20.3 12.5 -20.9% - 38.4 %: 21
White females 2000 54 88 43 -20.4% 51.1 %' 11.2 13.9 7.1 -36.6% - 48.9 %' 29
African American and Other males 2000 86 145 108 +25.6% 25.5% 26.9 36.3 28.0 4.1% - 22.9 %! 25
African American and Other females 2000 71 95 85 +19.7% -10.5% 22.0 25.0 23.1 5.0% -7.6% 32

Grade 3 Math below standards**** 2002 627 268 397 -36.7% +48 1% 39.7 14.4 22.2 -44 1% 54.2 %s 19
White males 2002 155 39 77 -50.3% +97.4% 29.8 6.8 13.6 -54.4% 100.0 %! 22
White females 2002 135 61 79 -41.5% +29.5% 28.7 10.0 15.2 -47.0% 52.0% 27
African American and Other males 2002 168 85 130 -22.6% +52.9% 57.9 25.2 38.3 -33.9% 52.0% 18
African American and Other females 2002 168 83 111 -33.9% +33.7% 57.5 25.0 31.1 -45.9% 24.4% 37

Grade 3 Reading below standards "" 2002 516 208 332 -35.7% 59.6% 32.7 11.2 18.7 -42.8% 67.0 %' 15
White males 2002 154 49 71 -53.9% +44.9% 29.6 8.6 12.6 -57.4% 46.5% 23
White females 2002 78 33 53 -32.1% +60.6% 16.6 5.4 10.2 -38.6% 88.9% 19
African American and Other males 2002 153 77 130 -15.0% +68.8% 52.8 22.7 38.8 -26.5% 70.9% 13
African American and Other females 2002 130 49 78 -40.0% +59.2% 44.5 14.8 21.9 -50.8% 48.0% 29

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 471 588 311 -34.0% -47 1% 30.1 33.7 17.9 -40.5% -46 9% 19
White males 1998 149 193 69 -53.7% -64.2% 27.8 31.9 12.2 -56 1% -61.8% 31
White females 1998 80 129 55 -31.3% -57.4% 17.4 22.5 9.7 -44.3% -56.9% 33
African American and Other males 1998 145 147 96 -33.8% -34.7% 52.0 54.8 35.6 -31.5% -35.0% 21
African American and Other females 1998 :111 118 88 -8.3% - 25.4% 39.5 -17.8% -28.9% 18

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Aiken County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present
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Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 896 398 562 -37.3% +41.2% 54.5 23.7 31.7 -41.8% 33.8%
White males 2002 240 85 114 -52.5% +34.1% 44.0 15.4 20.1 -54.3% 30.5%
White females 2002 215 119 132 -38.6% +10.9% 40.6 21.0 24.5 -39.7% 16.7%
Afncan American and Other males 2002 207 99 159 -23.2% +60.6% 74.5 37.4 52.8 -29.1% 41.2%
Afncan American and Other females 2002 230 94 157 -31.7% +67.0% 80.7 32.0 43.0 -46.7% 34.4%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards* 2002 802 262 526 -34.4% +100.8% 48.5 15.6 29.7 -38.8% 90.4%
White males 2002 235 63 129 -45.1% +104.8% 42.7 11.3 22.7 -46.8% 100.9%
White females 2002 148 62 94 -36.5% +51.6% 27.8 10.9 17.5 -37.1% 60.6%
Afncan American and Other males 2002 223 69 162 -27.4% +134.8% 79.6 26.0 54.0 -32.2% 107.7%
Afncan American and Other females 2002 194 67 141 -27.3% +110.4% 67.6 23.0 38.5 -43.0% 67.4%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 578 478 NA -17.3% NA 32.1 24.3 NA -24.3%
White males 1998 NA 176 NA NA NA NA 28 17.7 NA -36.8%
White females 1998 NA 84 NA NA NA NA 15.4 11.9 NA -22.7%
Afncan American and Other males 1998 NA 177 NA NA NA NA 61 45.0 NA -26.2%
African American and Other females 1998 NA 136 NA NA NA NA 42 37.3 NA -11.2%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
atternt 2002 724 512 432 -40.3% -15.6% 43.3 31.1 27.6 -36.3%

White males 2002 207 126 109 -47.3% -13.5% 35.1 23.5 19.6 -44.2% -16.6%
White females 2002 147 108 82 -44.2% -24.1% 27.2 19.2 16.5 -39.3% -14.1%
Afncan American and Other males 2002 195 146 107 -45.1% -26.7% 71.7 53.7 49.1 -31.5% -8.6%
African American and Other females 2002 174 132 132 -24.1% +0.0% 64.4 47.8 45.5 -29.3% -4.8%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later 2000-02 410 450 679 +65.5% +51.0% 22.5 24.6 33.4 48.3% 35.5%

White males 2000-02 145 180 226 +55.6% +25.7% 22.9 28.1 33.6 47.1% 19.7%
White females 2000-02 109 103 186 +71.7% +81.8% 19.2 17.9 28.7 49.2% 59.9%
African American and Other males 2000-02 73 98 162 +121.5% +65.8% 23.9 31.4 45.4 90.4% 44.9%
African American and Other females 2000-02 84 70 105 +25.7% +50.0% 26.0 23.0 29.4 13.0% 27.6%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24 2000 3,878 2,663 3,017 -22.2% +13.3% 30.4 23.2 16.7 -44.9%

White males NA 1,265 916 NA NA NA 28.1 22.4 NA NA NA
White females NA 1,147 702 NA NA NA 25.4 17.4 NA NA NA
Afncan American and Other males NA 877 648 NA NA NA 47 4 38 2 NA NA NA
African American and Other females NA 589 397 NA NA NA 31 0 23 7 NA NA NA

, ,, ,, rvr
o o

7,114 +38 5% +14 3%
, ,._,

Poverty Rate 2000 5,136 6,225 16 1 19 0 19 3 19 9% 1 6%
White children 2000 2,260 2,475 2,823 +24.9% +14.1% 10.2 10.9 11.8 15.7% 8.3%
African American and Other children 2000 2,850 3,750 4,291 +50.6% +14.4% 29.1 37.1 33.4 14.8% -9.9%

Income of Families wlchildren (1999 $) 2000 $ 43,869 $ 51,072 $ 52,294 +19.2% +2.4% NA NA NA NA NA
White families 2000 $ 47,098 $ 57,064 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
African American and Other families 2000 $ 32,838 $ 34,129 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

A oolescent ate3 Factor
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 156 166

I
126 -19.2% -24.1% 4.1 4.7 3.0 -27.4% - 36.2%

White 2001 81 103 59 -27.2% -42.7% 3.0 4.3 2.1 -30.2% -51.2%
African American and Other 2001 75 63 67 -10.7% +6.3% 6.8 5.6 4.6 -32.6% -17.9%

Delinquency 2002 216 303 406 +88.0% +34.0% 3.7 5.3 6.4 73.9% 21.4%
White males 2002 113 140 155 +37.2% +10.7% 5.4 6.6 7.5 38.0% 12.9%
White females 2002 52 63 93 +78.8% +47.6% 2.6 3.5 4.6 77.1% 31.5%
African American and Other males 2002 40 73 108 +170.0% +47.9% 4.4 8.0 10.3 133.8% 28.6%
African American and Other females 2002 11 27 50 +354.5% +85.2% 1.4 3.0 4.3 207.9% 43.7%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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In 2000 there were an estimated 2,979 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 500 were White, 2,419

were African-American, and 60 were other races. There were 3,459 children under age 18 in 1990, 3,620 in 1980,

3,706 in 1970, and 5,119 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.6% of the

population in 2000, down from 45.1% in 1960, 38.2% in 1970, and 33.8% in 1980.
In 2000 the 939 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.4% of the overall population: 5.2% of Whites and 9.5% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.0% of children in the county, with "some other race alone" at 1.1 % and 'two or
more races" at 0.6% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 30.3% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 42.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 14 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 7.7% of
all babies born in the county; 0.0% of all White and 8.9% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 100.0% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 39 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 21.5% of all born in the

county; 13.0% of all White and 22.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 89.7% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 57 babies, 31.7% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
18.2% of White and 33.5% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 52.5% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 43.9% had completed 12
grades (22.7% of Whites and 46.8% of African Americans and Others) and 24.4% had more than a high school degree
(59.1% of Whites and 19.6% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 100

babies, 55.2% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 49.0%

and in 1960 it was 21.4%. In 2001, 4.3% of White children and 62.7% of African-American and Other children were born

to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.
Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 30 babies, 16.6% of all born in 2001, whose

fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 130, constituting 71.8% of all babies, 8.7% of White babies,

and 81.0% of African-American and Others.

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Figure 2: Births.to Single Mothers*

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

4 AA8,0
IN Total
31White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 97 marriage licenses were issued, while 19 divorce decrees involving 9 children

were filed. In 1970, only 6 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 1,293 children

lived with only one parent. This was 56.5% of all children, up from 46.8% in 1990, 25.8% in 1980, and 21.6% in 1970. In
2000, 15.3% of White and 66.7% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

431 or 60.2% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 15.8% of White and 72.8% ofAfrican American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. Ir.

2000, 63.6% of mothers with children under 6 and 67.5% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 46.8% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
53.2% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 342 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 96.5% of these are in licensed
programs and 3.5% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 96.5% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 3.5% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 0.0% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 77.50 for centers and $ 60.00 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 100% of centers with
pre-school staff and 100% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 0% of centers with pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 100% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 100% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 100% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 50% have less than a high

school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 73 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 19.8% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
37.0% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 7.3% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 12.0% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 322 or 10.8% of all children lived with relatives, 26 or 0.9% lived with

non-relatives, 4 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 5 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 48 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 25 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 25.0% for physical abuse, 0.0% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 16.7% for physical neglect, 5.6% for educational neglect, 11.1% for medical neglect, 38.9% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 2.8% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 60 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 48.3% were male, 51.7% were female; 0.0% were White, 100.0% were African-American and
Other. By age, 36.2% were ages 0 - 5, 39.7% were ages 6 - 12, and 24.1% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

15.0% of the children lived in two-parent families, 80.0% in single parent families, 5.0% with unmarried couples, and 0.0%

in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 20 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 8.7 years. The ages of children in foster care were 5.0% 0-2, 15.0% 3-5, 25.0% 6-10, 15.0%

11-13, and 40.0% 14 and above. The foster care population is 25.0% males and 75.0% females. Regarding their future,
25.0% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 25.0% for return to a parent or guardian, 15.0% for placement
with a relative, 10.0% for independent living, 25.0% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.76 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.22 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,417 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 576 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 48.1% of all children and youth: 22.0% of Whites and 53.4% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 49.1%, it was

38.5% in 1979 and 43.2% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 46.8% of children 0 - 5

(8.1% White, 55.2% African-American and Other), and 47.7% of children 6 - 17 (24.1% White, 52.6% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 26.0% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 59.1% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 34.9% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
67.1% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.

Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 2,166 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 749 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 792 26.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 1,417 48.1% 110 22.0% 1,307 53.4%

Under 125% 1,649 55.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 1,860 63.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 2,056 69.7% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 2,124 72.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 2,166 73.4% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 2,979 500 2,479
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $28,688. In 1989 it was $32,445, and 1979, it
was $35,771, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single- parent families with children was
$15,184 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $43,828 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Allendale County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 2.0%.

Child Support Payments: There were 178' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 34.3 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 239,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 376 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 213. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 69, or 38.1% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 88, or

48.6% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 5 or 21.7% of Whites and 83 or 52.5% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 1 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 23 or 12.7% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 13.9% of African-American and Other babies and 4.3% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 11 or 2.1% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 2.5% of White babies and 2.0% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $7,331 and $72,582 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,141 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $183,036 for all
low birthweight babies, of which $119,069 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate increased by 51.4% from
10.1 to 15.3 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate increased 46.3% from 17.1 to 25.0 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 61.5% from 8.4 to 13.5 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 2 White and 6 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 2 White and
4 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 60



Child Injuries and Deaths : Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Allendale County went to the emergency room 482 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, White and 2 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, White and 1 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 29.6% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 8.4%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have hid sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thr(
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 119 to 178 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifu
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 4 reported cases of children under age 15 and 30 youth ages
19 infected with gonorrhea; 2 youth under 15 and 49 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chla mydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here.



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 298 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 97 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 127 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 1 in

Allendale County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in

the county there are 12% or 184 seriously emotionally disturbed 117 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 123 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 360 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 81 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 441 uninsured children in Allendale County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 2 nurses, compared with 1 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Allendale County has increased by 37.7% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 75.1% of all children in that Te range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$5.2 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Allendale County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 2,237.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 9 145 1 1 156
Children 1 - 5 42 564 6 26 638
Children 6 - 14 62 896 4 56 1,018
Children 15 - 18 31 384 1 9 425
Total 144 1,989 12 92 2,237

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, at
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 33.3% for Whites and 31.3% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the eai
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

7 children not ready 4.8% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

18 children failing 11.3% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

35 children failing 22.4% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
52 six and seven year olds and 75 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 17.4% and 24.8% of their age groups respectively: 28.6% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 24.7% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 4.8% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 30.5% over age in grade 3, and 24.8% of eight and nine year-olds
placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 127 speech and language impaired, 97 learning disabled, 1 emotionally

disabled, 119 mentally impaired, and 4 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 19.1% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

85 students did not pass all parts 63.4% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Allendale County who did not meet standards declined from 60.4% to 20.8% in math and from
58.4% to 36.1% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 36.4% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 46.9% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 42.5% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 58.6% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 55.8% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 41.7% in 1990 and 52.9% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4h grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 77.7%, but in 2002 57.0% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 82.3% in 1999 and 66.0% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 24.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 348 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 114 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 45.8 0.0 0.0 56.7 37.0
4 58.5 0.0 0.0 69.9 47.6
5 70.3 0.0 0.0 80.6 63.8
6 54.2 0.0 50.0 63.5 49.2
7 60.0 0.0 0.0 76.5 47.0
8 70.9 16.7 0.0 75.6 70.7

Basic

3 42.3 0.0 0.0 35.8 49.3
4 30.3 0.0 0.0 23.3 38.1
5 24.7 0.0 0.0 16.7 30.0
6 33.3 0.0 16.7 26.9 40.7
7 35.8 0.0 0.0 19.6 48.5
8 25.0 66.7 0.0 23.2 24.1

Proficient

3 12.0 0.0 0.0 7.5 13.7

4 7.7 0.0 0.0 5.5 9.5
5 4.4 0.0 0.0 2.8 6.3
6 9.2 0.0 33.3 5.8 8.5
7 4.2 0.0 0.0 3.9 4.5
8 3.4 16.7 0.0 0.0 5.2

Advanced

3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
4 3.5 0.0 0.0 1.4 4.8
5 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
6 3.3 0.0 0.0 3.8 1.7

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
8 0.7 0.0 0.0 1.2 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 22.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 318
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 93 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 45.8 0.0 0.0 61.2 32.9
4 55.6 0.0 0.0 67.1 44.4
5 61.4 0.0 0.0 73.6 51.3
6 54.2 0.0 16.7 69.2 47.5
7 59.2 0.0 0.0 70.6 51.5
8 61.0 33.3 0.0 72.5 50.0

Basic

3 39.4 0.0 0.0 26.9 50.7
4 37.3 0.0 0.0 31.5 44.4
5 34.2 0.0 0.0 23.6 42.5
6 34.2 0.0 50.0 25.0 39.0
7 35.8 0.0 0.0 27.5 40.9
8 33.6 66.7 0.0 23.8 41.4

Proficient

3 14.8 0.0 0.0 11.9 16.4

4 5.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.5
5 4.4 0.0 0.0 2.8 6.3

6 10.8 0.0 33.3 5.8 11.9

7 5.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 7.6
8 4.8 0.0 0.0 3.8 6.9

Advanced

3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
4 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.4 1.6
5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

6 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.7

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
8 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.7

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

98 students drop out annually 53.6% students drop out?

100%-V

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 23.6% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 24.0% during 1985-89, and 39.8%
during 1990-94, 36.1% during 1995-97 and 51.8% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 87.1% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
12.9% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

2th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 67



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 12 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 11

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 32.4% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 45.8% to 70.9%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1 % 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% highschool;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of /h and gh graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using Hie:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug ;
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by ;

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*

50%-/

40%

300/0- 20.1%
17.1% 16.4%

20%- zl` /
10%.

I i/1
oty.

White Males Af. Amer.Males White Females

8.3%

Af. Amer.
Females

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Allendale County data, for 1992-93, is available on the
Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 29 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 22 in 2000 and 17 in 2001. This represented 5.3% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 0.0% for
Whites and 6.3% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 82.4% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Allendale County has decreased by 47.0
Overall, it has decreased by 100.0% for Whites, and decreased by 52.6% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 95 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 18.9% were age 12 or younger, 37.9% were 13 or 14, and 43.2% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 21.4% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 23 juvenile cases constituting 15.9% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 26.7% lived in families with income under $10,000,
55.8% with $10,000-$19,999 and 17.4% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 14.0% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 61.6% lived in a single parent household, 24.4% lived with other relatives, and 0.0% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
57.0v. had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 66.3% had at least one prior
referral and 20.0% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 2.5% had been referred by the age of 10, 12.7% by the age of 12, and 32.9% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 41 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 7.9% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 17 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 -17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 126 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 18.0% of their age group: 11.0% for White
and 18.8% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths: During 1997-2001, 3 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 1 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Allendale County. The 56.5%
of children in single-parent families, 48.1% in poverty, 51.8% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
78.5% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 28.2% are born to married parents, and 43.5% lived in
two-parent families; 51.9% were not poor and 26.6% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 87.3% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 95.2% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 29.1% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 39.0% for 8th grade reading, 36.6% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 48.2% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 14.8% of
3rd raders and 5.5% of 8th graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 12.0% of 3'd graders and 4.1%
of g graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson(cD,drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 7343619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel(ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(@,oge.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Allendale County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- es

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 Rank 199

002o9611
Low Birth Weight 2001 21 23 23 +9.5% +0.0% 9.3 11.6 12.7 36.7% 9.3% 30

White babies 2001 3 1 1 -66.7% +0.0% 6.8 2.2 4.3 -36.8% 93.5% 31

African American and Other babies 2001 18 22 22 +22.2% +0.0% 9.9 14.4 13.9 40.8% -3.2% 11

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 108 125 88 +18.5% -29.6% 47.8 63.1 48.6 1.7% -23.0% 38

White babies 2001 8 18 5 -37.5% -72.2% 18.2 40.0 21.7 19.2% -45.8% 6

African American and Other babies 2001 100 107 83 -17.0% -22.4% 55.0 69.9 52.5 -4.5% -24.9% 23

Infant Mortality 2001 20 6 8 -60.0% +33.3% 3.0 1.0 1.5 -48.7% 51.4% 46

White babies 2001 5 2 2 -60.0% +0.0% 3.5 1.7 2.5 -29.5% 46.3% 46

African American and Other babies 2001 15 4 6 -60.0% +50.0% 2.8 0.8 1.4 -52.2% 61.5% 38

Gamily
Births to mothers under 18 2001 31 16 14 -54.8% -12.5% 13.7 8.1 7.7 -43.9% -4.7% 45

White babies 2001 2 1 - -100.0% -100.0% 4.5 2.2 0.0 -100.0% -100.0% 15

African American and Other babies 2001 29 15 14 -51.7% -6.7% 15.9 9.8 8.9 -44.4% -9.6% 45

Births to mothers under 20 2001 59 48 39 -33.9% -18.8% 26.1 24.2 21.5 -17.6% -11.3% 43

White babies 2001 4 5 3 -25.0% +40.0% 9.1 11.1 13.0 43.0% 17.0% 2

African American and Other babies 2001 55 43 36 -34.5% +16.3% 30.2 28.1 22.8 -24.6% -18.9% 38

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 128 57 57 -55.5% +0.0% 56.6 28.8 31.5 -44.4% 9.4% 46

White babies 2001 16 10 4 -75.0% -60.0% 36.4 22.2 17.4 -52.2% -21.7% 38

African American and Other babies 2001 112 47 53 -52.7% +12.8% 61.5 30.7 33.5 -45.5% 9.2% 18

Births to single mothers-- 2001 93 105 130 +39.8% +23.8% 41.2 53.0 71.8 74.5% 35.4% 46

White babies 2001 5 4 2 -60.0% -50.0% 11.4 8.9 8.7 -23.4% -2.1% 45

African American and Other babies 2001 88 101 128 +45.5% +26.7% 48.4 66.0 81.0 67.5% 22.7% 29

Children in single parent families 2000 806 1,253 1,293 +60.4% +3.2% 25.8 46.8 56.5 119.0% 20.8% 45

White 2000 76 89 69 -9.2% -22.5% 7.5 14.0 15.3 103.5% 9.0% 5

African American and Other 2000 724 1,160 1 224 69 1% +5.5% 33.8 57.0 66.7 97.2% 17.0%

Educalon
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 70 66 7 -90.0% -89.4% 37.6 33.3 4.8 -87.2% -85.6% 24

White males 2001 5 1 - -100.0% -100.0% 21.7 9.1 0.0 -100.0% -100.0% 4

White females 2001 3 4 -100.0% -100.0% 15.0 23.5 0.0 -100.0% -100.0% 7

African American and Other males 2001 37 38 6 -83.8% -84.2% 53.6 39.2 8.6 -84.0% -78.1% 24

African American and Other females 2001 25 23 1 -96.0% -95.7% 33.8 31.9 1.4 -95.9% -95.6% 4

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 33 31 40 +21.2% +29.0% 16.3 15.2 24.0 47.2% 57.9% 20

White males 2000 5 2 - -100.0% -100.0% 21.5 14.5 0.0 -100.0% -100.0% 31

White females 2000 3 1 1 -66.7% +0.0% 16.2 6.7 20.0 23.5% 198.5% 41

African American and Other males 2000 15 18 24 +60.0% +33.3% 18.8 19.0 30.6 62.8% 61.1% 9

African American and Other females 2000 10 10 15 +50.0% +50.0% 12.2 12.8 19.9 63.1% 55.5% 13

Grade 3 Math below standards-- 2002 100 35 65 -35.0% +85.7% 59.5 18.3 45.8 -23.0% 150.3% 45

White males 2002 8 3 -100.0% -100.0% 61.5 27.3 - -100.0% -100.0% 46

White females 2002 6 2 - -100.0% -100.0% 30.0 12.5 - -100.0% -100.0% 32

African American and Other males 2002 45 17 38 -15.6% +123.5% 63.4 21.0 56.7 -10.6% 170.0% 34

African American and Other females 2002 41 13 27 -34.1% +107.7% 64.1 15.7 37.0 -42.3% 135.7% 43

Grade 3 Reading below standards "" 2002 63 46 65 +3.2% +41.3% 37.5 24.2 45.8 22.1% 89.3% 23

White males 2002 3 3 - -100.0% -100.0% 23.1 30.0 0.0 -100.0% -100.0% 10

White females 2002 2 2 - -100.0% -100.0% 10.0 12.5 - -100.0% -100.0% 3

African American and Other males 2002 33 24 41 +24.2% +70.8% 46.5 29.6 61.2 31.6% 106.8% 8

African American and Other females 2002 25 17 24 -4.0% +41.2% 39.1 20.5 32.9 -15.9% 60.5% 20

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 68 109 80 +17.6% -26.6%, 42.5 58.6 52.6 23.8% -10.2% 38

White males 1998 2 3 3 +50.0% +0.0% 13.3 18.8 60.0 35/.1% 219.1% 2

White females 1998 5 2 - -100.0% -100.0% 27.8 33.3 0.0 -100.0% -100.0% 40

African American and Other males 1998 33 54 47 +42.4% -13.0% 53.2 61.4 55.3 3.9% -9.9% 26

African American and Other females 1998 28 49 29 +3.6% -40.8% 43.1 65.3 50.0 16.0% -23.4% 33

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Allendale County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90.

pies

Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 119 38 105 -11.8% +176.3% 60.4 20.8 70.9 17.4% 240.9%

White males 2002 15 5 1 -93.3% -80.0% 53.6 21.7 16.7 -68.8% -23.0%

White females 2002 7 1 1 -85.7% +0.0% 33.3 8.3 - -100.0% -100.0%

African American and Other males 2002 53 21 62 +17.0% +195.2% 60.9 25.6 75.6 24.1% 195.3%

African American and Other females 2002 43 11 41 -4.7% +272.7% 71.7 16.7 70.7 -1.4% 323.4%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 115 66 89 -22.6% +34.8% 58.4 36.1 61.0 4.5% 69.0%

White males 2002 10 4 2 -80.0% -50.0% 35.7 17.4 33.3 -6.7% 91.4%

White females 2002 5 5 -100.0% -100.0% 23.8 41.7 - -100.0% -100.0%

African American and Other males 2002 56 33 58 +3.6% +75.8% 64.4 40.2 72.5 12.6% 80.3%

African American and Other females 2002 43 24 29 -32.6% +20.8% 71.7 36.4 50.0 -30.3% 37.4%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 63 107 NA +69.8% NA 41.7 60.1 NA 44.1%

White males 1998 NA 3 NA NA NA NA 25 NA -100.0%

White females 1998 NA 2 NA NA NA NA 10.5 57.1 NA 443.8%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 30 NA NA NA NA 53.6 64.8 NA 20.9%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 28 NA NA NA NA 43.7 56.8 NA 30.0%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 108 107 85 -21.3% -20.6% 68.8 54.0 63.4 -7.8% 17.4%

White males 2002 6 6 1 -83.3% -83.3% 37.5 33.3 50.0 33.3% 50.2%

White females 2002 7 10 2 -71.4% -80.0% 53.8 37.0 40.0 -25.7% 8.1%

African American and Other males 2002 45 42 43 -4.4% +2.4% 73.8 62.7 74.1 0.4% 18.2%

African American and Other females 2002 50 49 39 -22.0% -20.4% 74.6 57.0 56.5 -24.3% -0.9%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 67 35 98 +46.9% +183.1% 32.1 19.1 53.6 66.9% 180.2%

White males 2000-02 6 2 5 -3.0% +2556% 31.4 10.3 69.6 121.3% 572.5%

White females 2000-02 6 3 5 -3.0% +77.8% 34.4 16.2 69.6 102.4% 329.0%

African American and Other males 2000-02 30 23 50 +68.4% +115.9% 35.8 28.6 58.7 64.1% 105.3%

African American and Other females 2000-02 26 7 37 +43.6% +433.3% 28.6 10.4 45.3 58.7% 334.0%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 413 521 484 +17.2% -7.1% 35.5 38.9 32.4 -8.6% -16.6%

White males NA j 49 118 NA NA NA 21.9 40.8 NA NA NA

White females NA 44 28 NA NA NA 22.4 33.7 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 139 279 NA NA NA 42.0 50.4 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 181 96 NA NA NA 44.0 23.2 NA NA NA

Poverty Rate
White children
African American and Other children

Income of Families w/children (1999 $)
White families
African American and Other families

2000 1,394 1,701

2000 96 92
2000 1,298 1,609
2000 $ 35,771 $ 32,445
2000 $ 52,720 $ 48,269
2000 26,440 $ 24,960

E-cono ic
1,417 +1.6% -16.7% 38.5 49.1 48.1 24.9% -2.0%

110 +14.6% +19.6% 9.3 13.2 22.0 136.6% 66.7%
1,307 +0.7% -18.8% 50.2 58.1 53.4 6.4% -8.1%

$ 28,688 -19.8% -11.6% NA NA NA NA NA
NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolesce t GAW3 ffactors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 39 19 17 -56.4% -10.5% 10.0 5.1 5.3 -47.0% 3.9%

White 2001 4 4 - -100.0% -100.0% 3.6 4.4 0.0 -100.0% -100.0%

African American and Other 2001 35 15 17 -51.4% +13.3% 12.5 5.2 6.3 -49.6% 21.2%

Dent). uenc 2002 39 67 41 +5.1% -38.8% 6.5 13.1 7.9 21.3% -39.8%

White males 2002 4 8 2 -50.0% -75.0% 4.4 9.0 4.0 -9.1% -55.6%

White females 2002 2 3 - -100.0% -100.0% 2.5 4.7 0.0 -100.0% -100.0%

African American and Other males 2002 X19 36 20 +5.3% -44.4% 8.5 20.3 8.7 2.3% -57.2%

African American and Other females 2002 14 20 19 +35.7% -5.0% 6.8 11.2 9.0 33.1% -19.2%

19

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 40,772 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 31,130 were White, 8,444

were African-American, and 1,198 were other races. There were 36,080 children under age 18 in 1990, 38,678 in 1980,

35,713 in 1970, and 36,869 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 24.6% of the

population in 2000, down from 37.4% in 1960, 33.9% in 1970, and 29.0% in 1980.
In 2000 the 13,315 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.0% of the overall population: 7.4% of Whites and 10.1% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.9% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.6% and "some other
race alone" at 0.6% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 31.6% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 44.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 125 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 5.6% of

all babies born in the county; 4.5% of all White and 9.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 91.2% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 324 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 14.4% of all born in the

county; 12.2% of all White and 22.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 80.6% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

74 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
Anderson County. Page 1



Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 544 babies, 24.2% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
21.8% of White and 33.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 44.8% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 35.6% had completed 12
grades (33.9% of Whites and 41.9% of African Americans and Others) and 40.2% had more than a high school degree
(44.4% of Whites and 24.7% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 357

babies, 15.9% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 20.1%
and in 1960 it was 6.7%. In 2001, 8.9% of White children and 41.9% of African-American and Other children were born
to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 438 babies, 19.5% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 795, constituting 35.4% of all babies, 25.4% of White babies,
and 72.3% of African-American and Others.

80%
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40%

20%

0%

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA8,0
'Total

White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 1,124 marriage licenses were issued, while 690 divorce decrees involving 570 children
were filed. In 1970, only 410 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 10,161 children

lived with only one parent. This was 28.2% of all children, up from 21.6% in 1990, 15.5% in 1980, and 10.2% in 1970. In
2000, 20.5% of White and 56.9% of African-American and Other children lived in single - parent families. Also in 2000,
2,957 or 26.8% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 17.9% of White and 58.5% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family fmancial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 64.0% of mothers with children under 6 and 72.0% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 44.0% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
61.3% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problemfor

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 4,014 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 88.5% of these are in licensed

programs and 11.5% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 82.3% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 9.3% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 3.2% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 5.2% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 75.73 for centers and $ 66.01 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 16.1% of centers with

pre-school staff and 53.8% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 77.4% of centers with pre-school staff and 30.8% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 45.2% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 61.5% of centers most assistants have

only a high school degree. In 48.4% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 61% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 17.1% have less than

a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 1,417 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 35.0% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

62.9% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 22.0% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 6.7% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,988 or 4.9% of all children lived with relatives, 554 or 1.4% lived with

non-relatives, 72 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 133 or 0.3% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 659 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 230 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 9.2% for physical abuse, 7.9% for sexual abuse, 1.3% for mental injury,

40.2% for physical neglect, 2.1% for educational neglect, 2.1% for medical neglect, 37.2% for threat of harm for
physicaUsexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 366 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 44.2% were male, 55.8% were female; 70.8% were White, 29.2% were African-American and
Other. By age, 46.7% were ages 0 5, 32.6% were ages 6 12, and 20.7% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
23.5% of the children lived in two-parent families, 44.3% in single parent families, 26.2% with unmarried couples, and

6.0% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 265 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.0 years. The ages of children in foster care were 23.4% 0-2, 12.1% 3-5, 21.1% 6-10, 11.3%

11-13, and 32.1% 14 and above. The foster care population is 47.9% males and 52.1% females. Regarding their future,
35.8% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 37.0% for return to a parent or guardian, 4.2% for placement
with a relative, 9.1% for independent living, 14.0% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.07 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.67 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 6,340 children and youth under the age of 18 hied in 3,083 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 15.7% of all children and youth: 10.3% of Whites and 33.1% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.
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Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999

Total White AA&O

1989

1999

Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 15.7%, it was
14.7% in 1979 and 17.3% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 18.5% of children 0 - 5
(12.8% White, 35.9% African-American and Other), and 13.7% of children 6 - 17 (8.3% White, 31.6% African - American
and Other), lived in poverty; 13.8% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 37.0% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 6.1% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
54.2% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 15,873 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 9,533 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 3,016 7.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 6,340 15.7% 3,147 10.3% 3,193 33.1%

Under 125% 8,439 20.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 10,633 26.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 12,830 31.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 14,010 34.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 200°/0 15,873 39.4% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 40,772 31,130 9,642
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $50,941. In 1989 it was $48,193, and 1979, it
was $43,195, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$24,473 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $61,190 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Anderson County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.3%.

Child Support Payments: There were 1,0197 families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 23.7 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 263,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 2,364 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 242. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health

requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through

adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 302, or 13.4% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 358,
or 15.9% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 242 or 13.7% of Whites and 116 or 24.3% of
African-Americans and Others. I n that same year, 19 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 206 or 9.2% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 13.0% of African-American and Other babies and 8.1% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 113 or 1.7% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.2% of White babies and 3.3% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $11,327 and $83,241 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,691 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $3,710,866 for

all low birthweight babies, of which $2,718,335 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 17.0% from

10.7 to 8.9 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 17.5% from 8.6 to 7.1 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 11.7% from 17.1 to 15.1 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year

period 1999-2001, 37 White and 22 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 41

White and 26 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

?
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Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Anderson County went to the emergency room 4,322 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 18 White and 6 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 18 White and 5 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 43.9% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 10.4%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adole scent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a dm
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 1,513 to 2,270 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n,
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 3 reported cases of children under age 15 and 120 you
ages 15 19 infected with gonorrhea; 11 youth under 15 and 284 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 20.3% first smoked by age 11, 40.0% by age 13, and 54.7% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.6% of 7th and 8th graders and 26.6% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 23.6% of White male and 24.3% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 13.0% of African-American males and 13.4% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (10.6%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(22.8% compared with 1.8% of all other race and sex groups).
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Anderson County. All 5
districts participated, but there was only partial participation by the largest district (District 5).



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 4,077 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 2,084 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 978 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 31 in

Anderson County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 2,471 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 1,647 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare: No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 2,639 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 2,471 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 5,109 uninsured children in Anderson County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 37 nurses, compared with 12 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Anderson County has increased by 89.7% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 35.8% of all children in hat age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$34.1 million.

80 BM' COPY AVAIILA LE



In June 2001, the total number of Anderson County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 14,576.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 774 381 15 38 1,208
Children 1 - 5 2,757 1,603 38 156 4,554
Children 6 - 14 3,842 2,457 26 236 6,561
Children 15 - 18 1,378 847 5 23 2,253
Total 8,751 5,288 84 453 14,576

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 24.5% for Whites and 32.4% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear:
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

261 children not ready 11.9% children not ready
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Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001

White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

1st Grade Failures in 2002:

126 children failing 5.5% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

247 children failing 10.9% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

321 children over-age 16.1% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
706 six and seven year olds and 753 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 15.4% and 16.8% of their age groups respectively: 16.0% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 19.4% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 11.9% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 16.1% over age in grade 3, and 16.8% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in

combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 978 speech and language impaired, 2,084 learning disabled, 275 emotionally

disabled, 599 mentally impaired, and 234 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 15.2% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

423 students did not pass all parts 25.5% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Anderson County who did not meet standards declined from 54.6% to 21.8% in math and from
39.9% to 18.9% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 29.8% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 23.9% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 18.3% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 25.2% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 25.1% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 28.2% in 1990 and 25.4% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 32.7%, but in 2002 19.9% of 4' graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of gh graders below basic in reading and math averaged 36.0% in 1999 and 29.7% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 30.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,916 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 836 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 20.5 14.3 17.8 36.6 33.2
4 20.0 14.9 13.9 40.7 36.3
5 25.1 19.7 16.0 48.0 47.5
6 25.1 17.9 14.8 55.4 47.4
7 31.1 27.4 21.9 54.8 47.6
8 30.5 25.8 23.2 54.5 46.1

Basic

3 43.7 42.1 44.4 44.7 46.3
4 38.2 34.0 41.9 36.4 41.4

5 42.4 40.8 46.4 39.1 38.6

6 37.8 37.8 41.7 30.9 33.8
7 33.5 33.1 34.4 29.8 34.9

8 42.6 41.5 44.8 38.7 43.2

Proficient

3 21.4 25.3 23.2 11.5 13.5

4 24.2 29.0 24.5 17.3 14.3

5 21.1 25.1 23.9 10.0 11.0

6 22.5 25.8 26.8 8.3 14.9

7 17.6 16.4 23.1 11.7 10.8

8 16.5 18.9 19.8 4.5 9.1

Advanced

3 14.3 18.2 14.7 7.2 7.0
4 17.6 22.1 19.7 5.6 8.0
5 11.4 14.4 13.7 2.8 3.0

6 14.5 18.5 16.8 5.4 3.9
7 17.8 23.1 20.6 3.6 6.7
8 10.5 13.8 12.2 2.3 1.7

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 17.8% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,755

students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 381 at 1999 performance rates.

it

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 80
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 18.0 14.9 12.5 37.9 25.9
4 19.7 18.4 10.9 47.4 26.3
5 27.6 25.6 15.5 59.2 37.7
6 28.4 25.9 14.5 62.1 42.1

7 25.2 25.7 12.8 50.6 36.7
8 28.9 28.4 16.8 54.3 44.8

Basic

3 34.5 35.1 31.0 36.2 42.0
4 40.9 42.2 36.9 37.8 51.8
5 46.0 48.6 46.3 35.5 48.3
6 32.1 33.3 30.0 26.4 42.1

7 43.3 43.6 41.2 44.2 47.8

8 40.3 41.7 40.7 37.2 37.8

Proficient

3 43.3 46.6 50.5 24.1 28.8

4 36.5 37.7 47.1 14.8 19.9

5 25.3 25.2 36.1 5.3 13.1

6 29.6 31.7 40.2 9.4 12.7

7 26.9 26.7 38.0 5.2 15.2

8 25.5 26.0 33.2 8.1 16.2

Advanced

3 4.1 3.4 6.0 1.7 3.3

4 2.9 1.8 5.1 0.0 2.0

5 1.1 0.6 2.2 0.0 0.8

6 9.8 9.1 15.3 2.2 3.1

7 4.5 4.0 7.9 0.0 0.4

8 5.2 3.9 9.3 0.4 1.2

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

750 students drop out annually 35.3% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 27.3% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 30.5% during 1985-89, and 29.9%
during 1990-94, 31.6% during 1995-97 and 35.3% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 99.1% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
0.9% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 85 EST COPY AVAILA LIE



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 25 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 349
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 18.1% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 18.0% to 47.4%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy_or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 10.7% 25.4% 38.8% 44.8% 60.9% 26.5%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 8.8% 19.2% 27.1% 28.1% 36.2% 19.3%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 8.2% 16.0% 29.1% 35.3% 54.0% 18.9%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

26.9% 29.2% 6.3% 5.9% 16.6% 31.7% 5.9% 8.5% 15.8% 17.5% 16.5%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

7.5% 9.9% 1.7% 1.7% 9.6% 15.6% 2.7% 3.5% 4.8% 6.2% 5.4%

Been in a fight with
someone? 39.5% 28.5% 19.0% 13.6% 39.6% 38.1% 21.3% 22.5% 29.4% 22.0% 26.0%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 1.8% 1.1% 6.7% 9.2% 6.0% 6.0% 14.7% 26.3% 5.2% 6.9% 5.9%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

8.3% 5.6% 6.0%. 8.3% 10.8% 12.8% 9.1% 10.6% 7.5% 7.7% 7.6%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

26.8% 31.1% 14.8% 17.9% 29.4% 32.9% 20.7% 28.3% 21.4% 25.1% 23.1%

Been suspended
from school? 11.9% 9.6% 5.3% 4.7% 18.3% 17.4% 8.5% 11.9% 9.3% 8.1% 8.7%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.2% 15.1% 7.2% 9.2% 14.3% 16.0% 8.9% 16.0% 10.0% 12.6% 11.1%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 13.0% NA 11.6% NA 12.0% NA 8.0% NA 12.0% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 3.7% 5.8% 2.4% 2.4% 5.9% 11.8% 1.6% 4.3% 3.1% 4.6% 3.8%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

13.2% 14.6% 21.9% 28.2% 12.2% 9.0% 19.6% 29.7% 17.4% 21.4% 19.2%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

7.4% 7.0% 9.0% 12.9% 8.0% 3.9% 5.4% 11.7% 8.0% 9.8% 8.8%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 28.3% middle school, 41.6% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 17.4% middle school, 14.4% high school;
- saw a student with a knife at school: 20.4% middle school, 30.3% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 27.9% middle school, 54.0% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 20.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 34.0% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 27.4% had used it in the past month, compared with
22.3% of African-American males; likewise, 29.3% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.1%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 13.3% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.5% by age 15.

During the previous year, 22.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 28.9% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 20.0% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 40.5% of eighth
graders and 79.6% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.3% of eighth graders and 72.5% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 46.6% of eighth graders and 52.5% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 8.5% of 7th and gh graders and 19.3% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they thually consur
13.2% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.6% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 19.0% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 11.4% 5 or me
Among seniors, 25.1% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 16.8% 5 or more; however 24.2% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 8.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.8% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 15.5% of White males, 14.2% WI
females, 13.2% of African-American males, and 9.2% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 6.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 17.9% had used a drug by age 13, and 36.2% by
15.

In the past year, 10.1% of all high school students in the county who drive and 13.7% of seniors who drive said
that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 17.8% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 7.0% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 66.5% of seniors said
it is easy to get marijuana and 28.3% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Anderson County. All 5
districts participated, but there was only partial participation by the largest district (District 5).



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 176 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 180 in 2000 and 153 in 2001. This represented 3.5% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.8% for
Whites and 5.7% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 81.0% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Anderson County has decreased by 26.(
Overall, it has decreased by 34.9% for Whites, and decreased by 13.6% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 706 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 16.3% were age 12 or younger, 30.9% were 13 or 14, and 52.8% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 5.8% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 5 juvenile cases constituting 0.5% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 20.7% lived in families with income under $10,000,
55.3% with $10,000-$19,999 and 24.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 17.0% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 56.3% lived in a single parent household, 24.4% lived with other relatives, and 2.4% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
37.2% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 54.1% had at least one prior
referral and 21.2% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 2.8% had been referred by the age of 10, 9.8% by the age of 12, and 26.1% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 371 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 5.7% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 82 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 968 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 11.4% of their age group: 10.9% for White
and 13.3% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 53 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 24 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 5 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 3 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Anderson County. The 28.2%
of children in single-parent families, 15.7% in poverty, 35.3% not graduating from school, 34.0% of high school students
using alcohol and 18.8% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
85.6% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 64.6% are born to married parents, and 71.8% lived in
two-parent families; 84.3% were not poor and 60.6% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 90.8% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 88.1% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 69.5% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 71.1% for 8th grade reading, 74.5% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 64.7% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 66.0% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 81.2% do not use drugs, and 73.4% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 47.4% of
3rd graders and 30.7% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 35.7% of graders and
27.0% of gh graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www. se arc h- institute . org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for a II 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.org
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Anderson County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

I

I

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980' 1990
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980

N2 E1E00

1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199

Low Birth Weight 2001 145 162 206 +42.1% +27.2% 7.5 7.6 9.2 23.4% 20.8%
White babies 2001 98 95 144 +46.9% +51.6% 6.5 5.8 8.1 24.6% 39.5 %I 29

1 African American and Other babies 2001 47 67 62 +31.9% -7.5% 11.0 13.6 13.0 18.4% -4.7% 15
I Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 610 557 358 +41.3% -35.7% 31.4 26.2 15.9 -49.4% - 39.3 %. 9
I White babies 2001 395 316 242 -38.7% -23.4% 26.0 19.3 13.7 -47.3% - 29.1 %I 22

African American and Other babies 215 241 116 -46.0% -51.9% 50.2 49.1 24.3 -51.6% -50.5% 16
Infant Mortality 2001 83 67 59 -28.9% -11.9% 1.4 1.1 0.9 -38.8% -17.0% 13

White babies 2001 58 41 37 -36.2% -9.8% 1.3 0.9 0.7 -46.4% -17.5% 31
African American and Other babies 2001 25 26 22 -12.0% -15.4% 1.8 1.7 1.5 -17.7% -11.7% 11

Famil
Births to mothers under 18 2001 185 152 125 -32.4% -17.8% 9.5 7.1 5.6 -41.1% -21.6% 29

White babies 2001 118 94 80 -32.2% -14.9% 7.8 5.7 4.5 -42.1% -21.7% 43
African American and Other babies 2001 67 58 45 -32.8% -22.4% 15.7 11.8 9.4 -39.7% -20.1% 42

Births to mothers under 20 2001 418 387 324 -22.5% -16.3% 21.5 18.2 14.4 -33.0% -20.8% 28

White babies 2001 291 263 216 -25.8% +17.9% 19.2 16.1 12.2 -36.4% -24.1% 37
African American and Other babies 2001 127 124 108 -15.0% +12.9% 29.7 25.3 22.6 -23.7% -10.3% 36

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 674 580 544 -19.3% -6.2% 34.7 27.3 24.2 -30.2% -11.2% 23

White babies 2001 502 416 385 -23.3% -7.5% 33.1 25.4 21.8 -34.1% -14.3% 33
African American and Other babies 2001 172 164 159 -7.6% -3.0% 40.2 33.4 33.3 -17.1% -0.2% 33

Births to single mothers**** 2001 307 607 795 +159.0% +31.0% 15.8 28.5 35.4 124.3% 24.1% 6

White babies 2001 100 280 450 +350.0% +60.7% 6.6 17.1 25.4 285.3% 48.4% 26
African American and Other babies 2001 207 327 345 +66.7% +55% 48.4 66.6 72.3 49.5% 8.6% 30

Children in single parent families 2000 L 5,553 6,929 10,161 +83.0% +46.6% 15.5 21.6 28.2 82.2% 30.7% 8

White 2000 3,165 3,862 5,799 +83.2% +50.2% 10.6 14.9 20.5 93.2% 37.4% 31
African American and Other 2000 2,366 3,042 4,362 +84 4% +43.4% 32.4 49.4 56.9 75.5% 15.1% 36

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 627 454 261 -58.4% -42.5% 31.6 21.4 11.9 -62.3% -44.4%

White males 2001 222 180 84 -62.2% -53.3% 29.8 21.0 9.9 -66.8% -52.9% 21
White females 2001 152 100 50 -67.1% -50.0% 21.4 13.4 6.5 -69.6% -51.5% 24
African American and Other males 2001 139 96 84 -39.6% -12.5% 48.9 34.3 25.7 -47.4% -25.1% 8
African American and Other females 2001 113 78 43 -61.9% -44.9% 47.1 32.9 16.9 -64.1% -48.6% 25

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 222 319 264 +18.9% -17.2% 11.3 15.8 12.3 8.8% -22.2% 4

White males 2000 82 102 116 +41.5% +13.7% 10.8 12.6 13.8 27.8% 9.5% 3
White females 2000 54 72 55 +1.9% -23.6% 7.5 10.0 7.1 -5.3% -29.0% 11

African American and Other males 2000 59 87 61 +3.4% -29.9% 23.5 34.6 22.6 -3.8% -34.7% 20
African American and Other females 2000 26 58 32 +23.1% -44.8% 11.8 25.4 12.6 6.8% -50.4% 11

Grade 3 Math below standards- 2002 659 247 409 -37.9% +65.6% 32.8 12.8 20.5 -37.5% 60.2% 7

White males 2002 223 80 111 -50.2% +38.8% 27.5 10.2 14.3 -48.0% 40.2% 18
White females 2002 209 68 131 -37.3% +92.6% 27.6 9.8 17.8 -35.5% 81.6% 23
African American and Other males 2002 117 47 86 -26.5% +83.0% 52.2 20.6 36.6 -29.9% 77.7% 13

African American and Other females 2002 109 52 81 -25.7% +55.8% 51.4 23.0 33.2 -35.4% 44.3% 24

Grade 3 Reading below standards-** 2002 486 160 358 -26.3% +123.8% 24.2 8.4 18.0 -25.6% 114.3% 6

White males 2002 185 60 115 -37.8% +91.7% 22.9 7.7 14.9 -34.9% 93.5% 8
White females 2002 131 36 92 -29.8% +155.6% 17.3 5.2 12.5 -27.7% 140.4% 22
African American and Other males 2002 MEM 44 88 -14.6% +100.0% 45.8 19.6 37.9 -17.2% 93.4% 6
African American and Other females 2002 66 20 63 -4.5% +215.0% 31.1 8.9 25.9 -16.7% 191.0% 5

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 340 479 361 +6.2% -24.6% 18.3 25.2 19.6 7.1% -22.2% 4

White males 1998 136 186 119 -12.5% -36.0% 18.5 24.7 16.4 -11.4% -33.6% 8
White females 1998 64 136 95 +48.4% -30.1% 9.2 18.5 13.5 46.7% -27.0% 7

African American and Other males 1998 91 90 67 -26.4% -25.6% 43.1 45.7 36.5 -15.3% -20.1% 9
African American and Other females 1998 Z1 65 80 +66.7% +23.1% 23.3 31.1 36.4 56.2% 17.0% 4

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Anderson County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education ((continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980' 1990'
PercentMost

Change 80-
Recent

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 1,105 394 609 -44.9% +54.6% 54.6 21.8 30.5 -44.1% 39.9%

White males 2002 361 138 202 -44.0% +46.4% 45.3 18.4 25.8 -43.0% 40.2%
White females 2002 330 131 175 -47.0% +33.6% 45.1 18.6 23.2 -48.6% 24.7%
African American and Other males 2002 211 62 121 -42.7% +95.2% 86.5 34.4 54.5 -37.0% 58.4%
African American and Other females 2002 196 62 111 -43.4% +79.0% 80.7 36.3 46.1 -42.9% 27.0%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards" 2002 804 343 579 -28.0% +68.8% 39.9 18.9 28.9 -27.6% 52.9%
White males 2002 284 148 223 -21.5% +50.7% 35.7 19.6 28.4 -20.4% 44.9%
White females 2002 193 81 127 -34.2% +56.8% 26.4 11.4 16.8 -36.4% 47.4%
African American and Other males 2002 188 64 121 -35.6% +89.1% 77.4 35.2 54.3 -29.8% 54.3%
African American and Other females 2002 134 49 108 -19.4% +120.4% 55.6 28.5 44.8 -19.4% 57.2%

1Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 524 493 NA -5.9% NA 28.2 23.1 NA -18.1%
White males 1998 NA 211 NA NA NA NA 29.4 21.3 NA -27.6%
White females 1998 NA 133 NA NA NA NA 17.8 14.4 NA -19.1%
African American and Other males 1998 NA 105 NA NA NA NA 52.5 42.2 NA -19.6%
African American and Other females 1998 NA 74 NA NA NA NA 38.5 42.7 NA 10.9%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attemt 2002 793 407 423 -46.7% +3.9% 41.8 25.1 25.5 -39.0% 1.6%

White males 2002 257 153 134 -47.9% -12.4% 34.9 24.0 20.4 -41.5% -15.0%
White females 2002 237 101 134 -43.5% +32.7% 32.4 15.6 19.6 -39.5% 25.6%
African American and Other males 2002 143 60 67 -53.1% +11.7% 73.7 41.1 51.9 -29.6% 26.3%
African American and Other females 2002 156 76 87 -44.2% +14.5% 66.1 43.4 45.3 -31.5% 4.4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later 2000-02 644 566 750 +16.5% +32.4% 29.4 26.5 35.3 20.4% 33.1%

White males 2000-02 264 260 310 +17.8% +19.4% 30.5 29.9 35.6 16.5% 19.0%
White females 2000-02 244 174 255 +4.6% +46.4% 29.6 22.1 32.0 8.2% 45.0%
African American and Other males 2000-02 82 84 101 +23.5% +19.8% 31.8 33.7 45.7 43.5% 35.7%
African American and Other females 2000-02 55 48 84 +52.7% +75.0% 22.1 21.5 36.2 63.9% 68.6%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 5,514 4,069 3,960 -28.2% -2.7% 34.8 29.6 18.1 -48.1% -39.0%

White males NA 2,224 1,658 NA NA NA 36.1 30.8 NA NA NA
White females NA 1,988 1,446 NA NA NA 31.2 26.3 NA NA NA
African American and Other males NA
African American and Other females NA 676 570 NA NA NA 36.4 33.6 NA NA NA

Economies
Poverty Rate 2000 5,639 5,610 6,340 +12.4% +13.0% 14.7 15.7 15.7 6.8% 0.0%

White children 2000 3,087 2,820 3,147 +1.9% +11.6% 10.3 10.1 10.3 0.0% 2.0%
African American and Other children 2000 2,512 2,790 3,193 +27.1% +14.4% 30.3 35.7 33.1 9.3% -7.2%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 43,195 $ 48,193 $ 50,941 +17.9% +5.7% NA NA NA NA NA.
White families 2000 $ 45,600 $ 51,805 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
African American and Other families 2000 $ 31,357 $ 30,881 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Ad a lescent Gl&Er-eBloa
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 269 220 153 -43.1% -30.5% 5.7 5.2 3.5 -38.6% -32.7%

White 2001 179 136 98 -45.3% -27.9% 4.9 4.1 2.8 -42.6% -31.7%
African American and Other 2001 90 84 55 -38.9% -34.5% 8.6 8.8 5.7 - 33.5% -35.2%

Delinquency 2002 190 380 371 +95.3% -2.4% 2.7 5.8 5.7 109.5% -2.5%
White males 2002 ,, 85 171 171 +101.2% +0.0% 3.1 6.6 6.6 112.2% -0.3%
White females 2002 i 54 88 70 +29.6% -20.5% 2.0 3.5 2.8 40.0% -20.0%
African American and Other males 2002 31 79 81 +161.3% +2.5% 4.2 11.0 11.6 175.5% 5.2%
African American and Other females 2002 20 42 49 +145.0% +16.7% 2.5 5.7 6.4 157.9% 13.1%

19

`Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
"BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Bamberg
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 4,235 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 1,271 were White, 2,898
were African-American, and 66 were other races. There were 4,906 children under age 18 in 1990, 5,770 in 1980,
6,181 in 1970, and 7,167 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.4% of the
population in 2000, down from 44.0% in 1960, 38.8% in 1970, and 31.8% in 1980.

In 2000 the 1,261 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.6% of the overall population: 6.6% of Whites and 8.0% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 1.6% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.0% and Asian Alone at
0.3% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 31.1% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 45.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 19 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 9.0% of
all babies born in the county; 6.0% of all White and 10.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 100.0% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 50 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 23.7% of all born in the
county; 14.9% of all White and 27.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 88.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

92
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 55 babies, 26.1% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
22.4% of White and 27.8% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 60.0% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 34.1% had completed 12
grades (40.3% of Whites and 31.3% of African Americans and Others) and 39.8% had more than a high school degree
(37.3% of Whites and 41.0% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 77
babies, 36.5% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 39.9%
and in 1960 it was 15.9%. In 2001, 11.9% of White children and 47.9% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 43 babies, 20.4% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 120, constituting 56.9% of all babies, 22.4% of White babies,
and 72.9% of African-American and Others.

80%
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20%

0%

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA&O

`11 Total
AWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 111 marriage licenses were issued, while 56 divorce decrees involving 41 children
were filed. In 1970, only 23 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 1,433 children
lived with only one parent. This was 41.6% of all children, up from 37.3% in 1990, 25.8% in 1980, and 16.2% in 1970. In
2000, 16.9% of White and 54.1% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
422 or 39.6% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 11.3% of White and 56.6% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 72.3% of mothers with children under 6 and 70.5% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 39.0% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
64.8% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 724 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 94.2% of these are in licensed
programs and 5.8% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 83.3% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 5.8% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 3.3% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 7.6% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 62.08 for centers and $ 53.75 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 80% of centers with
pre-school staff and 66.7% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 0% of centers with pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 40% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 33.3% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 40% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 50% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 0% have less than a high school
degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 121 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 29.7% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
57.0% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 16.9% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 11.4% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 355 or 8.4% of all children lived with relatives, 81 or 1.9% lived with
non-relatives, 5 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 44 or 1.0% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 49 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 22 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 11.1% for physical abuse, 14.8% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 55.6% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 0.0% for medical neglect, 18.5% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 39 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 35.9% were male, 64.1% were female; 30.8% were White, 69.2% were African-American and
Other. By age, 25.6% were ages 0 5, 41.0% were ages 6 12, and 33.3% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
28.2% of the children lived in two-parent families, 43.6% in single parent families, 28.2% with unmarried couples, and
0.0% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 21 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.3 years. The ages of children in foster care were 14.3% 0-2, 9.5% 3-5, 19.1% 6-10, 23.8%
11-13, and 33.3% 14 and above. The foster care population is 52.4% males and 47.6% females. Regarding their future,
38.1% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 4.8% for return to a parent or guardian, 9.5% for placement
with a relative, 19.1% for independent living, 28.6% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.93 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.27 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,485 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 719 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 35.4% of all children and youth: 22.9% of Whites and 40.8% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.
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Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999

40.3%
0

27.7%
4 22.9%

Total

/7-
White

46.0%
40.8%

AA&O

0 1989

0 1999

Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 40.3%, it was
35.4% in 1979 and 39.8% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 38.0% of children 0 - 5
(20.3% White, 46.6% African-American and Other), and 32.9% of children 6 - 17 (23.9% White, 36.8% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 25.8% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single - parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 54.6% of children in single -parent families lived in
poverty, but only 18.7% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
70.3% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 2,742 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 1,257 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 567 13.5% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 1,485 35.4% 292 22.9% 1,193 40.8%
Under 125% 1,954 46.5% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 2,227 53.0% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 2,422 57.7% NA NA NA NA
Under 185% 2,558 60.9% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 2,742 65.3% NA NA NA NA
Total Children 4,235 1,271 2,964

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $32,420. In 1989 it was $38,758, and 1979, it
was $36,881, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single- parent families with children was
$17,570 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $43,851 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Bamberg County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) remained the same.

Child Support Payments: There were 205' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 26.3 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 231,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 354 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 206. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 54, or 25.6% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 79, or
37.4% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 17 or 25.4% of Whites and 62 or 43.1% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 2 women received no prenatal care at all.
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Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 27 or 12.8% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 16.7% of African-American and Other babies and 4.5% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 20 or 3.0% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 0.5% of White babies and 4.2% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $10,056 and $185,881 for each very low
birthweight baby, compared with $1,489 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of
$999,057 for all low birthweight babies, of which $921,958 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 24.8% from
18.0 to 13.5 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 100.0% from 7.8 to 0.0 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 10.7% from 22.5 to 20.0 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 0 White and 9 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 2 White
and 13 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 96



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Bamberg County went to the emergency room 485 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 1 White and 1 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 1 White and 3 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 43.2% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 9.9%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have lad sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thri
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 204 to 306 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identify
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 2 reported cases of children under age 15 and 30 youth ages
19 infected with gonorrhea; 5 youth under 15 and 60 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 10.1% first smoked by age 11, 23.9% by age 13, and 37.6% by age 15. In a typical
month, 12.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 17.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: NA% of White male and NA% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 23.6% of African-American males and 9.4% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (2.8 %) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(NA% compared with 2.8% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Bamberg County. One of 2
districts participated (District 2).
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development:
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 424 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 117 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 272 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 3 in
Bamberg County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial Enctional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 276 seriously emotionally disturbed 117 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 184 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 456 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 148 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 604 uninsured children in Bamberg County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 4 nurses, compared with 3 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Bamberg County has increased by 43.3% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 63.1% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$6.3 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Bamberg County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 2,673.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 40 140 3 0 183
Children 1 - 5 120 556 4 22 702
Children 6 - 14 174 1,047 5 37 1,263
Children 15 - 18 60 462 2 1 525
Total 394 2,205 14 60 2,673

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requi]
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 35.3% for Whites and 31.3% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

23 children not ready 11.3% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

25 children failing 11.0% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

52 children failing 24.0% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

46 children over-age 23.0% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
122 six and seven year olds and 106 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 28.2% and 25.6% of their age groups respectively: 21.3% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 27.1% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 11.3% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 23.0% over age in grade 3, and 25.6% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number d' students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 272 speech and language impaired, 117 learning disabled, 10 emotionally

disabled, 94 mentally impaired, and 11 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 18.4% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

82 students did not pass all parts 50.3% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Bamberg County who did not meet standards declined from 70.3% to 32.5% in math and from
53.4% to 27.5% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 35.3% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 43.3% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 43.4% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 50.2% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 39.7% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 38.8% in 1990 and 39.2% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4Ih grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 53.1%, but in 2002 31.3% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 56.4% in 1999 and 46.8% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 27.3% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 363 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 137 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 25.6 13.0 9.1 30.7 28.9
4 31.9 12.0 13.8 35.7 42.0
5 40.2 26.9 29.4 55.1 37.8
6 43.8 11.1 15.6 56.5 48.1

7 55.3 17.9 28.6 62.0 66.0
8 56.0 37.5 42.3 71.0 54.9

Basic

3 53.7 43.5 50.0 56.0 55.4
4 46.9 44.0 37.9 50.0 47.8
5 50.0 46.2 58.8 38.8 56.1

6 39.7 38.9 50.0 32.6 44.2
7 25.5 7.1 33.3 30.4 24.5
8 30.1 31.3 34.6 23.2 34.1

Proficient

3 16.7 30.4 31.8 10.7 14.5
4 11.1 24.0 24.1 8.3 4.3
5 5.7 15.4 0.0 4.1 4.9
6 13.2 38.9 31.3 8.7 5.2
7 7.7 28.6 9.5 3.3 5.3
8 6.7 18.8 3.8 4.3 4.9

Advanced

3 3.9 13.0 9.1 2.7 1.2

4 10.1 20.0 24.1 6.0 5.8
5 4.0 11.5 11.8 2.0 1.2
6 3.2 11.1 3.1 2.2 2.6
7 11.5 46.4 28.6 4.3 4.3
8 7.2 12.5 19.2 1.4 6.1

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 26.8% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 299
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 109 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 31.3 26.1 4.5 41.1 31.3
4 30.8 16.0 10.3 41.2 31.9

5 35.4 34.6 17.6 42.0 35.4

6 46.2 33.3 9.4 59.1 48.7
7 37.7 10.7 14.3 48.4 40.4

8 37.5 31.3 12.0 58.0 30.5

Basic

3 43.3 39.1 40.9 46.6 42.2
4 50.5 52.0 34.5 49.4 58.0
5 54.3 46.2 70.6 58.0 51.2

6 35.3 44.4 50.0 29.0 34.6
7 47.9 50.0 61.9 46.2 45.7

8 42.3 34.4 44.0 37.7 48.8

Proficient

3 24.9 34.8 54.5 12.3 25.3

4 16.8 32.0 44.8 9.4 8.7

5 10.3 19.2 11.8 0.0 13.4

6 17.2 22.2 37.5 9.7 16.7

7 12.3 35.7 14.3 5.4 11.7

8 17.8 31.3 36.0 2.9 19.5

Advanced

3 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.2

4 1.9 0.0 10.3 0.0 1.4

5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

6 1.4 0.0 3.1 2.2 0.0

7 2.1 3.6 9.5 0.0 2.1

8 2.4 3.1 8.0 1.4 1.2

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

98 students drop out annually 37.8% students drop out*
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Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 14.1% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 21.1% during 1985-89, and 27.0%

during 1990-94, 27.1% during 1995-97 and 36.4% during 1998-2000***.
During 2001-02, 93.7% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining

6.3% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 2 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 70
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 19.4% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 25.6% to 56.0%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.2% 6.0% 22.8% 39.9% 100.0% 17.3%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 4.2% 9.3% 13.8% 40.3% 100.0% 12.9%
Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 4.7% 5.7% 13.5% 24.0% % 10.5%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

NA% NA% NA% NA% 13.4% 14.2% 2.7% 7.3% 7.5% 10.6% 9.3%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

NA% NA% NA% NA% 8.2% 12.6% 1.8% 1.5% 4.6% 6.8% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? NA% NA% NA% NA% 43.1% 24.2% 13.8% 18.0% 26.8% 20.9% 23.3%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? NA% NA% NA% NA% 10.6% 10.4% 17.3% 34.2% 14.3% 22.8% 19.4%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

NA% NA% NA% NA% 15.5% 14.8% 10.4% 16.8% 12.7% 15.8% 14.6%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

NA% NA% NA% NA% 37.2% 14.1% 20.9% 12.7% 28.0% 13.4% 19.2%

Been suspended
from school? NA% NA% NA% NA% 20.9% 18.2% 10.1% 18.5% 14.8% 18.4% 16.9%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? NA% NA% NA% NA% 12.0% 8.9% 4.7% 4.8% 7.9% 6.7% 7.2%
Had an accident
while driving? NA NA% NA NA% NA 6.0% NA 4.5% NA 5.2% NA
Been arrested and
booked? NA% NA% NA% NA% 6.2% 7.2% 0.9% 3.1% 3.1% 5.1% 4.3%
Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

NA% NA% NA% NA% 7.4% 19.0% 14.0% 34.3% 11.1% 27.0% 20.8%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

NA% NA% NA% NA% 2.5% 4.7% 4.6% 11.7% 3.7% 8.4% 6.5%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 34.7% middle school, 39.9% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 27.2% middle school, 27.4% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 28.2% middle school, 32.5% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 40.4% middle school, 52.8% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 20.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 32.6% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, NA% had used it in the past month, compared with
34.1% of African-American males; likewise, NA% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 23.4% of
African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.0% had used alcohol by age 11 or younger,
27.2% by age 13, and 48.4% by age 15.

During the previous year, 19.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 24.7% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 10.0% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 28.2% of eighth
graders and 68.0% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.9% of eighth graders and 56.3% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 41.3% of eighth graders and 42.6% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 5.0% of 7th and gh graders and 12.9% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consume, 8.
of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 1.7% reported usually 5 or m
drinks. Among high school students, 10.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 1.7% 5 or more. Amc
seniors, 12.8% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and NA% 5 or more; however 14.9% of seniors said t
they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 2.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 10.5% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by NA% of White males, NA% WI
females, 12.3% of African-American males, and 3.6% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 3.5% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 7.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 17.2% by
15.

In the past year, 4.2% of all high school students in the county who drive and 12.5% of seniors who drive said that
they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 5.2% of 8th graders who had
an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 1.3% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 50.0% of seniors said it is easy
to get marijuana and 36.0% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Bamberg County. One of 2
districts participated (District 2). 105



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 25 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 17 in 2000 and 22 in 2001. This represented 3.7% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.9% for
Whites and 4.0% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 77.3% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Bamberg County has decreased by 30.(
Overall, it has increased by 16.0% for Whites, and decreased by 41.2% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 70 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 18.6% were age 12 or younger, 30.0% were 13 or 14, and 51.4% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 22.5% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 2 juvenile cases constituting 2.0% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 24.4% lived in families with income under $10,000,
40.0% with $10,000-$19,999 and 35.6% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 8.2% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 63.3% lived in a single parent household, 26.5% lived with other relatives, and 2.0% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

35.4% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 60.0% had at least one prior

referral and 21.4% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 2.0% had been referred by the age of 10, 2.0% by the age of 12, and 25.5% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 36 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 3.8% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 4 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 155 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 10.9% of their age group: 4.0% for White and
12.9% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds. 106



Deaths : During 1997-2001, 4 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 4 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Bamberg County. The 41.6%
of children in single-parent families, 35.4% in poverty, 36.4% not graduating from school, 32.6% of high school students
using alcohol and 10.5% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
76.3% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 43.1% are born to married parents, and 58.4% lived in
two-parent families; 64.6% were not poor and 34.7% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 87.2% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 88.7% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 44.0% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 62.5% for 8th grade reading, 49.7% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 63.6% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 67.4% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 89.5% do not use drugs, and 82.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 25.4% of

3rd graders and 20.2% of graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 20.6% of Id graders and
13.9% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of stwgest ions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, s, ltool, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranldng from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.scicidscount. org.

All data presented iu this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more ree.t and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome our for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible t ,upplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be h. acted to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (:1% ,)110cIrss.stMe.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Coltanl i.a. 29201

Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (8;13) 7. -1810

Calls for copies of reports lb: ountics and inquiries
regarding more recent reports sh(,.' .1 be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manner 'tazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Colunhia. 2920l
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (8"3) !205

For policy questions and den, ra1 c Intents, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project I: r r bholitteW.ou-c.state.scous )
1000 Assembly Street, Columhia, S 29201

Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (3) 7 -2291
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Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Bamberg County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Number Percent R

Most
Recent
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1980 Rank 199.
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2001 37 3 27 27.0% -20.6% 12.5 11.7 12.8 2.1% 9.6% 44

2001 7 3 -57.1% 200.0% 7.4 1.1 4.5 -39.2% 305.0% 40
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Barnwell
County
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In 2000 there were an estimated 6,609 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 3,209 were White, 3,226

were African-American, and 174 were other races. There were 6,175 children under age 18 in 1990, 6,712 in 1980,

6,747 in 1970, and 7,981 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 28.1% of the

population in 2000, down from 45.2% in 1960, 39.3% in 1970, and 33.8% in 1980.
In 2000 the 2,009 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.6% of the overall population: 7.2% of Whites and 10.1% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.6% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.2% and "some other

race alone" at 0.7% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 34.8% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 48.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 17 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 5.0% of

all babies born in the county; 3.4% of all White and 6.3% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 94.1% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowle dged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 60 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 17.7% of all born in the

county; 15.6% of all White and 19.3% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of

20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 85.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

110
Barnwell County. Pave 1



Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 85 babies, 25.1% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,

28.6% of White and 22.4% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 60.9% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 40.4% had completed 12

grades (31.3% of Whites and 47.4% of African Americans and Others) and 34.5% had more than a high school degree

(40.1% of Whites and 30.2% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 125

babies, 36.9% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 40.9%

and in 1960 it was 14.6%. In 2001, 15.0% of White children and 53.6% of African-American and Other children were

born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.
Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 59 babies, 17.4% of all born in 2001, whose

fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 184, constituting 54.3% of all babies, 29.9% of White babies,

and 72.9% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA&O

Total

A---White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single

mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 150 marriage licenses were issued, while 94 divorce decrees involving 60 children

were filed. In 1970, only 27 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 2,265 children

lived with only one parent. This was 39.4% of all children, up from 31.6% in 1990, 24.2% in 1980, and 15.8% in 1970. In

2000, 19.1% of White and 61.1% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

698 or 40.5% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 13.8% of White and 67.4% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 65.3% of mothers with children under 6 and 70.7% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 44.9% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
60.2% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 609 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 92.1% of these are in licensed

programs and 7.9% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 86.5% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 7.9% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 5.6% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the area, the average

weekly charge is $ 62.00 for centers and $ 68.75 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 20% of centers with

pre-school staff and 33.3% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying

$6-$8 per hour are 40% of centers with pre-school staff and 66.7% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers

with limited education. In 20% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 0% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 40% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare

homes, 25% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 0% have less than a high school

degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 195 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 30.5% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

58.5% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 17.8% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 6.3% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 291 or 4.4% of all children lived with relatives, 104 or 1.6% lived with

non-relatives, 7 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 15 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 102 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 45 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 23.8% for physical abuse, 0.0% for sexual abuse, 7.1% for mental

injury, 26.2% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 9.5% for medical neglect, 33.3% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 78 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 44.9% were male, 55.1% were female; 33.3% were White, 66.7% were African-American and

Other. By age, 35.5% were ages 0 - 5, 36.8% were ages 6 12, and 27.6% were ages 13 17. In the indicated cases,

23.1% of the children lived in two-parent families, 60.3% in single parent families, 6.4% with unmarried couples, and

10.3% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 16 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 10.4 years. The ages of children in foster care were 12.5% 0-2, 6.3% 3-5, 6.3% 6-10, 25.0%

11-13, and 50.0% 14 and above. The foster care population is 56.3% males and 43.8% females. Regarding their future,

37.5% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 18.8% for return to a parent or guardian, 0.0% for placement

with a relative, 31.3% for independent living, 12.5% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.55 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.21 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more

adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary

for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,816 children and youth under the age of 18 hied in 850 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 27.7% of all children and youth: 12.6% ofWhites and 41.9% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 30.4%, it was

24.3% in 1979 and 32.6% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 30.0% of children 0 5

(8.9% White, 47.9% African-American and Other), and 26.5% of children 6 - 17 (12.5% White, 40.0% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 24.4% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among

the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the

economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 48.9% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 10.8% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single- parent families made up

60.6% of all the county's children living in poverty.
In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty

threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 3,507 children ages 0-17 who were less

than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 1,691 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,009 15.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 1,816 27.7% 399 12.6% 1,417 41.9%

Under 125% 2,320 35.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 2,854 43.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 3,119 47.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 3,296 50.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 3,507 53.5% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 6,609 3,209 3,400

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $45,655. In 1989 it was $43,045, and 1979, it

was $40,929, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$28,155 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $57,343 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Barnwell County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) decreased by -7.4%.

Child Support Payments: There were 319? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 34.2 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 236,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 495 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 214. Information is not available regarding the

amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 98, or 28.9% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 130,

or 38.3% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 31 or 21.1% of Whites and 99 or 51.6% of

African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 2 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 40 or 11.8% of all babies in the county

were born with low birthweight: 13.5% of African-American and Other babies and 9.5% of White babies. During 1999-

2001, approximately 19 or 1.9% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.3% of White babies and 2.3% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $8,274 and $43,721 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,931 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $196,389 for all

low birthweight babies, of which $139,302 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate increased by 59.9% from

11.7 to 18.8 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate increased 11.6% from 10.0 to 11.1 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 85.1% from 13.4 to 24.8 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period

1999-2001, 5 White and 14 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 5 White and

7 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 114



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Barnwell County went to the emergency room 755 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 1 White and 3 African-American and Other children

ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 3 White and 3 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 51.3% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 8.2%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eve]

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have hid sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 256 to 384 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identific
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were reported cases of children under age 15 and 17 youth ages lf

19 infected with gonorrhea; 2 youth under 15 and 33 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mar

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 18.0% first smoked by age 11, 38.8% by age 13, and 52.5% by age 15. In a typical

month, 16.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 27.5% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much

more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 33.1% of White male and 30.8% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 20.9% of African-American males and 10.2% of African American females. A smaller but

significant group of high school students (10.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(31.7% compared with 2.2% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Barnwell County. Two of 3

districts participated (Districts 19 and 45). 5 BEST COIPY AVAIIABLE



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national

reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17

are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development

delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 661 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications f(

work, social life and community living. Typically among children andyouth, there are 1 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an

many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.
Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron

bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen

(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).
Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 366 students in grades 1-

with learning disabilities and 237 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.
Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For

example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 4 in

Barnwell County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form

of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in

the county there are 12% or 424 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment

and 8% or 283 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,

depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and

disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent

among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so

sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator

of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"

in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth

with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the

county, there are 583 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 308 children above

200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 891 uninsured children in Barnwell County. The number lacking

basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often

dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,

this would suggest the need for 6 nurses, compared with 3 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into

Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,

enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Barnwell County has increased by 62.9% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus

Medicaid and PHC were serving 54.0% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$8.4 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Barnwell County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 3,568.

The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 93 171 1 4 269
Children 1 - 5 295 714 1 45 1,055
Children 6 - 14 455 1,124 2 63 1,644

Children 15 - 18 184 412 2 2 600

Total 1,027 2,421 6 114 3,568

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, at
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 43.0% for Whites and 39.7% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

52 children not ready 14.8% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

51 children failing 14.0% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

86 children failing 23.9% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

70 children over-age 19.2% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

170 six and seven year olds and 147 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,

approximately 24.6% and 20.9% of their age groups respectively: 19.4% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 22.0% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 14.8% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 19.2% over age in grade 3, and 20.9% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 237 speech and language impaired, 366 learning disabled, 14 emotionally

disabled, 198 mentally impaired, and 37 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 18.4% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

109 students did not pass all parts 35.3% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Barnwell County who did not meet standards declined from 74.2% to 24.8% in math and from
64.3% to 21.5% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 35% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 35.1% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 35% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 32.2% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 38.6% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 37.9% in 1990 and 32.3% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 52.6%, but in 2002 37.2% ofzlth graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 50.9% in 1999 and 46.6% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 13.0% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 633 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 95 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 38.5 23.9 21.4 44.4 58.3

4 36.2 23.2 17.0 44.6 57.4

5 41.5 26.1 26.0 58.8 54.7

6 44.1 27.6 28.8 57.3 57.3

7 54.8 41.3 45.6 65.7 63.7

8 51.3 38.3 33.8 72.8 57.4

Basic

3 35.5 38.6 41.1 38.4 25.0

4 39.6 34.1 52.3 40.2 31.9

5 38.5 37.0 49.4 30.4 40.6

6 38.2 39.1 45.5 35.9 34.1

7 28.3 35.9 22.8 25.7 28.6

8 38.4 45.7 47.5 24.7 36.5

Proficient

3 15.9 22.7 21.4 11.1 10.7

4 14.9 25.6 19.3 9.8 6.4

5 14.6 25.0 16.9 9.8 4.7

6 13.9 21.8 22.7 5.8 8.5

7 11.7 17.4 21.5 2.9 7.7

8 7.8 11.1 12.5 2.5 6.1

Advanced

3 10.1 14.8 16.1 6.1 6.0

4 9.3 17.1 11.4 5.4 4.3
5 5.4 12.0 7.8 1.0 0.0

6 3.8 11.5 3.0 1.0 0.0

7 5.2 5.4 10.1 5.7 0.0

8 2.5 4.9 6.3 0.0 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 13.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 512
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 81 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 33.7 26.1 8.9 42.9 47.6

4 38.2 24.4 15.9 58.7 51.1

5 36.1 26.4 23.4 52.9 38.7

6 44.8 34.1 21.2 62.7 52.4

7 38.0 36.6 15.2 52.9 42.2

8 42.0 35.8 20.0 64.2 46.0

Basic

3 33.4 30.7 35.7 33.7 34.5

4 37.4 43.9 42.0 27.2 37.2

5 46.1 48.4 44.2 42.2 51.6

6 30.4 36.5 25.8 31.4 26.8

7 43.2 48.4 45.6 37.5 42.2

8 37.2 35.8 42.5 32.1 38.1

Proficient

3 30.1 40.9 48.2 21.4 16.7

4 23.3 28.0 40.9 14.1 11.7

5 16.9 24.2 29.9 4.9 9.7

6 20.3 22.4 43.9 5.9 17.1

7 17.8 12.9 36.7 9.6 15.6

8 17.7 25.9 28.8 3.7 14.2

Advanced

3 2.8 2.3 7.1 2.0 1.2

4 1.1 3.7 1.1 0.0 0.0
5 0.9 1.1 2.6 0.0 0.0

6 4.5 7.1 9.1 0.0 3.7

7 1.1 2.2 2.5 0.0 0.0

8 3.1 2.5 8.8 0.0 1.8

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

122 students drop out annually 29.8% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 29.3% of 8th graders
failed to graduate" from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 23.1% during 1985-89, and 25.0%
during 1990-94, 27.6% during 1995-97 and 37.5% during 1998-2000-.

During 2001-02, 96.3% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
3.7% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

* 12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 51 21



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 1 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 12-

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 21.6% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 29.8% to 57.3%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 15.7% 24.7% 33.5% 48.8% 76.5% 27.7%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 10.3% 13.6% 19.0% 27.4% 60.5% 15.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 4.1% 13.2% 17.4% 25.0% 65.1% 14.1%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

17.8% 23.2% 2.9% 6.6% 11.4% 19.0% 3.8% 7.2% 9.1% 14.1% 12.2%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

5.3% 10.6% 1.0% 0.5% 7.6% 13.2% 2.0% 5.1% 4.1% 7.3% 6.1%

Been in a fight with
someone? 30.1% 29.1% 18.1% 17.3% 25.5% 26.9% 24.8% 12.0% 25.0% 21.4% 22.7%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 0.8% 1.1% 5.7% 12.0% 8.1% 4.5% 13.7% 20.5% 7.4% 9.4% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

4.7% 3.2% 4.9% 9.7% 9.7% 13.3% 8.2% 9.4% 7.1% 8.7% 8.1%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

30.4% 54.2% 24.3% 42.3% 38.4% 40.5% 28.5% 33.7% 30.6% 43.0% 38.4%

Been suspended
from school? 16.3% 16.5% 4.7% 10.5% 25.9% 15.0% 15.4% 15.3% 16.2% 14.4% 15.1%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 7.4% 8.0% 3.7% 6.4% 7.2% 9.8% 4.0% 3.3% 5.7% 6.8% 6.4%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 13.4% NA 13.2% NA 6.7% NA NA% NA 9.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.2% 4.1% 0.9% 4.8% 3.0% 5.9% 2.0% 0.6% 2.3% 3.8% 3.2%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

12.3% 17.5% 15.8% 35.1% 18.3% 16.6% 13.2% 28.4% 14.8% 24.3% 20.8%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.0% 8.0% 8.7% 14.2% 8.4% 6.6% 6.2% 12.2% 7.2% 10.3% 9.2%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 35.8% middle school, 41.5% high school;

-saw a student with a handgun at school: 31.0% middle school, 22.8% high school;
- saw a student with a knife at school: 33.6% middle school, 31.2% high school;
- saw a student with drugs at school: 38.1% middle school, 55.3% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 15.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.8% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 34.0% had used it in the past month, compared with
24.0% of African-American males; likewise, 31.6% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 16.5%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 31.4% by age 13, and 59.8% by age 15.

During the previous year, 15.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 27.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 21.7% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 32.8% of eighth
graders and 71.1% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 62.6% of eighth graders and 55.6% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 39.9% of eighth graders and 39.3% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 4.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 15.8% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.1% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.9% reported usually f

more drinks. Among high school students, 16.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.7% 5 or me
Among seniors, 20.0% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 9.6% 5 or more; however 19.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 8.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 14.1% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 17.8% of White males, 9.3% WI
females, 15.4% of African-American males, and 4.7% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 4.7% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 12.8% had used a drug by age 13, and 26.8% by

15.
In the past year, 7.4% of all high school students in the county who drive and 7.5% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 17.4% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 3.9% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 50.4% of seniors said it is

easy to get marijuana and 23.9% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Barnwell County. Two of 3

districts participated (Districts 19 and 45).
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of

females and 50% of males in the 1 1 th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 33 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 31 in 2000 and 19 in 2001. This represented 2.7% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several

times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 1.5% for

Whites and 3.8% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 84.2% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Barnwell County has decreased by
Overall, it has decreased by 76.2% for Whites, and decreased by 33.3% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 100 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor

for delinquency; of these, 14.0% were age 12 or younger, 31.0% were 13 or 14, and 55.0% were 15 or older.
Of the referrals to the family court, 13.0% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug

trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 11 juvenile cases constituting 8.4% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include

truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.
Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 25.4% lived in families with income under $10,000,

40.7% with $10,000-$19,999 and 33.9% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 9.7% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 61.3% lived in a single parent household, 27.4% lived with other relatives, and 1.6% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

68.9% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 57.0% had at least one prior

referral and 15.0% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 0.0% had been referred by the age of 10, 10.0% by the age of 12, and 21.3% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 55 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 5.0% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 13 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 -17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 142 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 9.9% of their age group: 9.4% for White and

10.3% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition

from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.

124



Deaths : During 1997-2001, 8 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major

cause, resulting in 5 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 2 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year

period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,

and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Barnwell County. The 39.4%
of children in single-parent families, 27.7% in poverty, 37.5% not graduating from school, 30.8% of high school students

using alcohol and 14.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are

at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of

children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One

simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

82.3% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 45.7% are born to married parents, and 60.6% lived in

two-parent families; 72.3% were not poor and 46.5% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a

family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 88.2% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 85.2% were assessed as ready for

the first grade, 48.7% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 58.0% for 8th grade reading, 64.7% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 62.5% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 69.2% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 85.9% do not use drugs, and 72.5% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 32.9% of

3rd graders and 20.8% of g" graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 26.0% of 3th graders and

10.3% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.
Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the

critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(i4o2c.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Barnwell County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent
Most

Recent
Year

1980* 1990'
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90- res

199,

Health
Low Birth Weight 2001 26 35 40 +53.8% +14.3% 7.6 10.2 11.8 56.1% 15.3% 11

White babies IEMERMINI 13 14 +180.0% +7.7% min 7.6 9.5 206.5% 24.2% =In
African American and Other babies EMI=ISM 22 26 +23.6% +18.2% =M11211=EIMMIIIIMI

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 MEMO 157 130 +1.5% -17.2% 38.4 45.9 38.3 -0.3% -16.6% 19

White babies 2001 IMIEEMIMMUMMINOMBEEMEM=TEI 33.5 21.1 -16.6% -37.1%

i African American and Other babies 2001 min 100 99 +8.8% -1.0% r r 58.1 51.6 3.1% -11.3% MIMI
Infant Mortality 2001 23 12 19 -17.4% +58.3% 2.2 1.2 1.9 -15.1% 59.9% 36

White babies 111Z11=1E1 5 5 -50.0% +0.0% Min 1.0 1.1 -46.0% 11.6% MEM
African American and Other babies 2001 13 7 14 +7.7% +100.0% MEI 1.3 2.5 6.2% 85.1%

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 32 31 17 -46.9% -45.2% 9.3 9.1 5.0 -46.3% -44.8% 26

White babies MIIMIIMI 12 5 -28.6% -58.3% 11.331 7.1 3.4 -21.3% -51.8%

African American and Other babies Wall.11Ka 19 12 -52.0% -36.8% RAMEMOMIMI
Births to mothers under 20 2001 83 78 60 -27.7% -23.1% 24.1 22.8 17.7 -26.6% -22.4% 36

White babies 2001 11.11131 32 23 -25.8% +28.1% l 18.8 15.6 -18.5% -17. /%

African American and Other babies 2001 =Kg 46 37 -28.8% +19.6% 28.6 26.7 19.3 -32.6% -27.9% 30

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 141 87 85 -39.7% -2.3% 41.0 25.4 25.1 -38.8% -1.3%

White babies 2001 Emu 45 42 -26.3% -6.7% MEM
IIINEEIIIIIEZIMSEINEE111111111211111MEI

26.5 28.6 -18.7% 8.0%

African American and Other babies 1161111111 42 43 -48.8% *2.4%
Births to single mothers- 2001 96 154 184 +91.7% +19.5% 27.9 45.0 54.3 94.6% 20.6% 28

White babies NEMININEEI 25 44 +266.7% +76.0% I 14.7 29.9 303.7% 103.3% IIMEI
Afncan American and Other babies RiallMOM 129 140 +66.7% +8.5% OEM 75.0 72.9 58.0% -2.8% NEM

Children in single parent families 2000 1,449 1,692 2,265 +56.3% +33.9% 24.2 31.6 39.4 62.9% 24.7% 42

White 2000 Man 373 569 +58.9% +52.5% 10.6 13.4 19.1 80.6% 42.9% =MI
African American and Other 2000 Wal 1,316 1,696 +56.7% +28.9% ENEEn 51.4 61.1 54.7% 18.9% 15

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 173 102 52 -69.9% -49.0% 47.3 26.2 14.8 -68.7% -43.5% 40

White males 2001 illiffaIMMEMICIERBEINIZEMEEn 18.5 5.7 -82.5% -69.2% 27

MZEZZi 2001 Mika 8 4 -76.5% -50.0% MEM 10.7 5.5 -71.5% -48.6% =WI
African American and Other males 2001 11111.123 32 27 -64.0% - 15.6% MIIIMMIffifil3MINIO
African American and Other females 2001 MEM 45 17 -67.9% -62.2% Mill 37.2 16.2 -72.5% -56.5% MEM

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 37 46 62 +67.6% +34.8% 10.4 13.4 15.9 52.9% 18.7% 3

White males 2000 =MEIWEIgillffiligli=MI 10.6 11.6 -17.7% 9.4% IMIal
White females 2000 MIMI 2 6 +20.0% +200.0%111111rarnmsamsawarzimsamma

Wriffl 2000 =NEB 21 31 +106.7% +47.6%I. 25.4 27.4 81.5% 7.9% MEM
2000 MEM 14 14 +180.0% +0.0% =En 14.2 15.3 168.4% 7.7% NEM

Grade 3 Math below standards- 2002 145 34 126 -13.1% +270.6% 40.6 9.5 38.5 -5.2% 305.3% 21

111EMMEMIIIMMIEMEMINEIll 2002 =WI 8 21 -38.2% +162.5% Mil 9.1 23.9 -39.5% 162.6% min
11121111121111103111MINEE1 2 12 -58.6% +500.0% =DO 2.2 21.4 -29.1% 872.7% IIMEri

African American and Other males Er 21111.0 8 44 +2.3% +450.0% Man 10.0 44.4 -5.9% 344.0% IEEE
African American and Other females 2002 Num 16 49 +25.6% +206.3% IMO 16.2 58.3 24.0% 259.9% 14

Grade 3 Reading below standards ** 2002 140 20 110 -21.4% +450.0% 39.2 5.7 33.7 -14.0% 491.2% 27

IIIMICEESIETEMIIMEI 6 23 -28.1% +283.3% Nom 7.1 26.1 -29.8% 267.6% 39INIZIETIEEZ71=WI 2 5 -79.2% +150.0% =En 2.2 8.9 -64.4% 304.5%.1011111271NEM 5 42 -14.3% +740.0% mon 6.3 42.9 -20.3% 581.0% 17

African American and Other females 2002 Men 7 40 +17.6% +471.4% Mrin 7.0 47.6 16.1% 580.0% 25

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 113 111 82 -27.4% -26.1% 35.0 32.2 24.4 -30.3% -24.2% 29

MEZTE21111.....IMMIN
1121212

1998
1998

MEI 20 9 -59.1% -55.0% wog 24.4 12.2 -56.3% -50.0% 321 10 9 +0.0% -10.0% MICEE1114M153 13

WIEre 1998 52 43 32 -38.5% -25.6% awn 47.8 40.8 -31.8% -14.6% 39

Afncan American and Other females 1998 38 32 +18.5% -15.8% 36.5 39.2 30.8 -15.6% -21.4% 21 I

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
*1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
*** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Barnwell County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education ((continued'

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980 1990*
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF!

White males 2002 #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF!

White females 2002 #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF!

African American and Other males 2002 #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF!

African American and Other females 2002 #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF!

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF!

White males 2002 #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF!

White females 2002 #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF!

African American and Other males 2002 #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF!

African American and Other females 2002 #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF! #REF!

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 136 109 NA -19.9% NA 37.9 32.6 NA -14.0%

White males 1998 NA 41 NA NA NA NA 43.2 21.1 NA -51.2%

White females 1998 NA 15 NA NA NA NA 16.7 18.3 NA 9.6%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 41 NA NA NA NA 48.8 53.1 NA 8.8%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 39 NA NA NA NA 43.3 37.2 NA -14.1%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 142 78 109 -23.2% +39.7% 47.0 29.4 35.3 -24.9% 20.1%

White males 2002 19 15 23 +21.1% +53.3% 21.6 22.1 28.0 29.6% 26.7%

White females 2002 22 12 13 -40.9% +8.3% 30.6 18.5 15.7 -48.7% -15.1%

African American and Other males 2002 54 33 30 -44.4% -9.1% 74.0 52.4 48.4 -34.6% -7.6%

African American and Other females 2002 47 16 43 -8.5% +168.8% 68.1 23.9 53.1 -22.0% 122.2%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 112 86 122 +8.9% +42.7% 30.5 22.0 29.8 -2.4% 35.5%

White males 2000-02 34 29 41 +23.4% +45.0% 36.0 27.5 34.6 -3.8% 25.8%

White females 2000-02 27 20 28 +5.7% +40.0% 29.4 20.9 29.8 1.2% 42.2%

African American and Other males 2000-02 35 25 36 +1.9% +45.6% 36.6 23.2 36.8 0.3% 58.3%

African American and Other females 2000-02 17 13 17 +0.0% +36.0% 19.2 14.8 17.1 -10.9% 15.7%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 746 483 614 -17.7% +27.1% 32.4 24.7 21.6 -33.2% -12.4%

White males NA 223 167 NA NA NA 36.1 30.6 NA NA NA

White females NA 160 79 NA NA NA 24.8 14.8 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 179 139 NA NA NA 39.8 34.1 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 184 98 NA NA NA 31.3 20.7 NA NA NA

1,816 30.4 27.7Pove Rate 2000 1,622 1,864 +12.0% -2.6% 24.3 14.0% -8.9%

White children 2000 534 325 399 -25.3% +22.8% 15.7 11.2 12.6 -19.7% 12.5%

African American and Other children 2000 1,088 1,539 1,417 +30.2% -7.9% 33.3 47.6 41.9 25.8% -12.0%

Income of Families w/children 1999 $ 2000 $ 40,929 $ 43,045 $ 45,655 +11.5% +6.1% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 44,867 $ 56,491 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 35,167 $ 26,466 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Fa .tors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 41 42 19 -53.7% -54.8% 5.7 6.5 2.7 -52.5% -58.5%

White 2001 12 18 5 -58.3% -72.2% 3.2 6.0 1.5 -52.5% -75.0%

African American and Other 2001 29 24 14 -51.7% -41.7% 8.3 7.1 3.8 -54.2% -46.5%

Delinquency 2002 45 26 55 +22.2% +111.5% 4.2 2.4 5.0 19.0% 108.3%

White males 2002 12 7 17 +41.7% +142.9% 4.4 2.9 6.1 38.0% 109.4%

White females 2002 11 1 9 -18.2% +800.0% 4.1 0.5 3.6 -12.2% 620.0%

African American and Other males 2002 17 16 20 +17.6% +25.0% 6.0 4.5 6.9 14.9% 53.3%

African American and Other females 2002 5 2 9 +80.0% +350.0% 1.9 0.7 3.2 69.2% 359.2%

1'

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 28,143 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 16,644 were White, 9,636

were African-American, and 1,863 were other races. There were 21,818 children under age 18 in 1990, 18,188 in 1980,

18,651 in 1970, and 19,233 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 23.3% of the

population in 2000, down from 43.5% in 1960, 36.5% in 1970, and 27.8% in 1980.
In 2000 the 9,691 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.0% of the overall population: 7.0% of Whites and 9.8% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 6.6% of children in the county, with "some other race alone" at 3.2% and 'two or
more races" at 2.4% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 30.4% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 52.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 74 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 3.8% of
all babies born in the county; 2.4% of all White and 7.3% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 90.5% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 247 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 12.7% of all born in the

county; 9.5% of all White and 20.9% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20.
Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 78.9% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

12
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 355 babies, 18.3% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,

18.8% of White and 17.1% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 28.3% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 41.2% had completed 12

grades (34.8% of Whites and 57.4% of African Americans and Others) and 40.5% had more than a high school degree

(46.4% of Whites and 25.5% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 394

babies, 20.3% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 19.8%

and in 1960 it was 26.8%. In 2001, 11.4% of White children and 42.8% of African-American and Other children were

born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 296 babies, 15.2% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 690, constituting 35.5% of all babies, 25.1% of White babies,

and 61.9% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

Total

White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single

mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 1,447 marriage licenses were issued, while 450 divorce decrees involving 374 children

were filed. In 1970, only 76 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers cf children live in single- parent families. In 2000, 6,859 children

lived with only one parent. This was 27.4% of all children, up from 23.8% in 1990, 19.4% in 1980, and 16.4% in 1970. In

2000, 17.6% of White and 43.7% of African-American and Other children lived in single- parent families. Also in 2000,

1,861 or 22.1% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 13.1% of White and 39.4% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
50%

40% AA8,0
30% 41Total
20% AWhite
10%

0%
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 59.7% of mothers with children under 6 and 71.7% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased

substantially from 1960 when 27.9% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:

56.9% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 4,023 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 91.1% of these are in licensed

programs and 8.9% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 83.5% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than

12 children, 7.5% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 2.4% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 6.7% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 98.64 for centers and $ 76.32 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 14.8% of centers with

pre-school staff and 11.1% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying

$6-$8 per hour are 48.1% of centers with pre-school staff and 72.2% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 33.3% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 50% of centers most assistants have

only a high school degree. In 48.1% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In

childcare homes, 44% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 12% have less than a

high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 943 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 26.8% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

53.7% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 14.4% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 5.8% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,046 or 3.7% of all children lived with relatives, 421 or 1.5% lived with

non-relatives, 37 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 123 or 0.4% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 381 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect

involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 105 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 19.4% for physical abuse, 10.2% for sexual abuse, 1.9% for mental

injury, 15.7% for physical neglect, 8.3% for educational neglect, 0.9% for medical neglect, 43.5% for threat of harm for

physicaUsexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 196 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 50.3% were male, 49.7% were female; 42.9% were White, 57.1% were African-American and

Other. By age, 27.0% were ages 0 - 5, 51.3% were ages 6 - 12, and 21.7% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

39.3% of the children lived in two-parent families, 52.0% in single parent families, 6.6% with unmarried couple s, and 2.0%

in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 80 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 9.6 years. The ages of children in foster care were 10.0% 0-2, 2.5% 3-5, 17.5% 6-10, 21.3%

11-13, and 48.8% 14 and above. The foster care population is 45.0% males and 55.0% females. Regarding their future,

22.5% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 41.3% for return to a parent or guardian, 5.0% for placement

with a relative, 5.0% for independent living, 26.3% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.30 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.30 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more

adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.

12J
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 4,346 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 2,150 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 15.7% of all children and youth: 8.8% of Whites and 25.7% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.
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Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 20.1%, it was

23.6% in 1979 and 35.1% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 14.3% of children 0 5

(8.0% White, 24.1% African-American and Other), and 15.4% of children 6 - 17 (8.5% White, 25.1% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 6.7% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among the
elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the economic

status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 36.1% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 7.3% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
72.6% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 11,366 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 7,020 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,764 6.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 4,346 15.7% 1,453 8.8% 2,893 25.7%

Under 125% 6,062 21.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 7,935 28.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 10,003 36.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 10,421 37.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 11,366 41.0% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 28,143 16,644 11,499
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $60,353. In 1989 it was $49,068, and 1979, it

was $40,746, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single -parent families with children was
$30,233 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $71,721 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Beaufort County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) decreased by -0.7%.

Child Support Payments: There were 7107 families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 19.6 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 224,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 1,678 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 254. Information is not available regarding the

amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 512, or 26.3% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 836,

or 43.0% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 568 or 40.8% of Whites and 268 or 48.6% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 12 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 146 or 7.5% of all babies in the county

were born with low birthweight: 13.1% of African-American and Other babies and 5.3% of White babies. During 1999-

2001, approximately 76 or 1.4% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 0.7% of White babies and 3.1% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $8,507 and $63,097 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,153 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,470,185 for

all low birthweight babies, of which $1,011,756 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 42.6% from

10.0 to 5.7 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 58.7% from 7.4 to 3.0 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 13.2% from 14.2 to 12.3 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year

period 1999-2001, 12 White and 20 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 23

White and 28 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 132



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Beaufort County went to the emergency room 2,582 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 6 White and 8 African-American and Other children

ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, White and 7 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 59.4% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 10.4%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thr(
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 1,168 to 1,752 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n,
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 1 reported cases of children under age 15 and 42 you
ages 15 19 infected with gonorrhea; 6 youth under 15 and 87 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru.
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 14.5% first smoked by age 11, 34.8% by age 13, and 49.6% by age 15. In a typical

month, 15.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.4% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 28.1% of White male and 32.7% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 16.5% of African-American males and 7.6% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (1.9%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(5.5% compared with 0.5% of all other race and sex groups).
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 2,814 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an

many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.
Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 1,094 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 458 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 5 in

Beaufort County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 1,637 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 1,091 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 1,889 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 1,665 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 3,554 uninsured children in Beaufort County. The number lacking

basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 22 nurses, compared with 20 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Beaufort County has increased by 95.6% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 34.7% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$22.9 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Beaufort County children, birth through 18, enrolled h Medicaid was 9,758.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 265 407 212 36 920
Children 1 - 5 769 1,660 279 142 2,850
Children 6 - 14 1,016 3,130 139 195 4,480
Children 15 - 18 382 1,055 29 42 1,508

Total 2,432 6,252 659 415 9,758

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limits

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typicali
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 22.3% for Whites and 30.2% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

206 children not ready 17.1% children not ready
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40%

20%

0°/0

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001

White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

1st Grade Failures in 2002:

50 children failing 3.8% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

115 children failing 8.7% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

132 children over-age 11.6% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
326 six and seven year olds and 337 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 12.8% and 12.7% of their age groups respectively: 13.1% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 12.4% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 17.1% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 11.6% over age in grade 3, and 12.7% of eight and nine year-

olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, thould be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious

handicapping conditions and a hrge number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 458 speech and language impaired, 1,094 learning disabled, 132 emotionally

disabled, 171 mentally impaired, and 270 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 12.9% of all students in grades 1 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

487 students did not pass all parts 45.2% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Beaufort County who did not meet standards declined from 63% to 37.3% in math and from
62.4% to 29.4% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 43.2% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 37.2% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 34.8% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 32.9% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 28.0% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 34.2% in 1990 and 30.2% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 39.7%, but in 2002 29.7% of 49 graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 44.5% in 1999 and 40.1% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 6.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,912 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 138 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 35.9 21.4 25.8 51.4 45.8

4 33.3 19.5 15.4 49.7 46.9
5 34.1 21.7 20.4 53.4 39.2

6 35.5 18.7 13.7 56.0 52.1

7 49.7 28.9 31.9 73.5 62.4

8 44.7 25.8 22.8 64.2 61.8

Basic

3 39.4 42.8 41.0 37.5 36.3

4 35.8 35.9 35.5 36.0 35.9

5 39.9 43.5 42.6 34.1 39.9

6 38.1 39.9 45.5 33.8 34.0

7 28.3 34.7 35.2 20.1 24.0

8 38.4 44.6 46.4 29.5 34.2

Proficient

3 17.9 24.2 25.5 7.6 14.2

4 18.3 23.8 26.9 10.3 12.8

5 17.3 22.0 25.3 8.0 14.9

6 16.4 24.6 23.2 8.5 9.7

7 12.2 16.3 20.1 4.3 8.6

8 11.0 17.8 19.9 4.6 3.4

Advanced

3 6.7 11.6 7.7 3.5 3.7

4 12.6 20.8 22.2 4.1 4.4

5 8.7 12.8 11.7 4.5 6.1

6 10.0 16.8 17.6 1.7 4.2

7 9.9 20.1 12.8 2.2 5.0

8 6.0 11.7 10.9 1.7 0.6

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 23.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,268

students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 394 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 21.7 13.9 9.6 34.9 28.6
4 26.0 17.3 9.3 45.2 31.2

5 26.4 17.3 11.3 44.1 31.1

6 30.3 19.2 7.7 58.3 35.8

7 29.4 19.7 8.1 54.5 34.3

8 35.5 21.5 10.5 58.7 47.7

Basic

3 34.2 29.7 29.0 39.8 38.4

4 41.5 44.4 33.7 40.0 47.0

5 47.5 53.4 43.0 45.8 47.3

6 38.0 39.2 35.2 31.1 44.8

7 43.8 47.3 42.1 37.6 47.3

8 36.7 39.9 34.2 31.3 40.8

Proficient

3 40.3 52.8 51.8 25.0 31.0

4 30.4 34.6 52.7 14.5 21.5

5 24.3 28.1 40.4 10.1 20.6

6 23.9 35.5 36.5 9.8 14.6

7 24.1 28.9 44.0 7.9 17.2

8 22.4 29.9 44.0 8.7 10.6

Advanced

3 3.8 3.5 9.6 0.4 2.0

4 2.1 3.7 4.3 0.3 0.3

5 1.8 1.3 5.3 0.0 1.0

6 7.8 6.0 20.6 0.9 4.9

7 2.7 4.1 5.9 0.0 1.2

8 5.3 8.7 11.3 1.3 0.9

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

438 students drop out annually 33.3% students drop out?
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Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 24.6% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 31.9% during 1985-89, and 31.1%
during 1990-94, 35.4% during 1995-97 and 38.5% during 1998-2000-.

During 2001-02, 94.5% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
5.5% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

***
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the websi e.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 68 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 116

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 11.6% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 21.7% to 52.1%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 15.8% 23.6% 29.7% 42.7% 56.2% 25.4%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 20.5% 22.4% 24.4% 28.9% 52.7% 23.2%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 17.7% 21.1% 26.1% 41.2% 43.3% 23.3%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

17.1% 21.3% 5.0% 6.2% 9.1% 18.9% 3.5% 5.5% 9.0% 12.5% 11.1%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

4.4% 8.8% 1.1% 1.7% 7.3% 15.4% 2.2% 4.2% 3.6% 6.9% 5.6%

Been in a fight with
someone? 41.8% 34.4% 16.7% 19.8% 40.1% 38.3% 27.0% 23.6% 31.4% 28.2% 29.5%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 1.2% 1.2% 6.4% 12.0% 2.8% 5.0% 17.8% 20.4% 7.1% 9.9% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

5.6% 5.2% 5.9% 9.0% 10.5% 11.0% 9.3% 9.0% 7.6% 8.4% 8.1%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

31.0% 32.6% 16.7% 24.2% 39.5% 38.7% 33.8% 32.2% 30.0% 31.2% 30.7%

Been suspended
from school? 11.2% 11.1% 3.9% 5.1% 20.4% 23.1% 13.4% 14.8% 11.8% 12.6% 12.3%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 16.5% 27.3% 9.8% 15.6% 13.1% 20.8% 7.0% 7.7% 11.7% 17.8% 15.3%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 13.7% NA 13.9% NA 7.5% NA 7.5% NA 11.2% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 4.3% 6.8% 1.3% 3.0% 4.3% 9.6% 1.6% 2.1% 2.9% 5.1% 4.2%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.5% 16.2% 20.5% 27.1% 12.4% 13.6% 20.9% 22.1% 17.2% 20.4% 19.1%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 7.5% 8.7% 14.2% 6.0% 6.0% 7.5% 8.0% 7.3% 9.3% 8.5%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 37.4% middle school, 51.0% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 26.0% middle school, 23.0% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 27.9% middle school, 35.6% high school;

-saw a student with drugs at school: 40.0% middle school, 70.0% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 24.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 44.7% of high schoolers said they

had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 44.0% had used it in the past month, compared with
29.4% of African-American males; likewise, 47.3% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 27.8%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 15.5% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 35.2% by age 13, and 65.3% by age 15.

During the previous year, 19.4% of 7th and 8th graders and 31.1% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 26.9% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 50.0% of eighth
graders and 79.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 73.3% of eighth graders and 73.3% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 50.0% of eighth graders and 54.5% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 23.0% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
17.4% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.5% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 23.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 11.8% 5 or me
Among seniors, 32.5% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 17.2% 5 or more; however 30.4% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 23.2% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille

drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 26.2% of White males, 23.3% WI
females, 17.7% of African-American males, and 7.0% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.8% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.9% had used a drug by age 13, and 37.6% by ;

15.
In the past year, 13.1% of all high school students in the county who drive and 21.1% of seniors who drive said

that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.8% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 7.5% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 73.4% of seniors said
it is easy to get marijuana and 37.1% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 122 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 103 in 2000 and 103 in 2001. This represented 3.3% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.5% for
Whites and 4.5% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 70.9% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Beaufort County has decreased by 35.5
Overall, it has decreased by 21.9% for Whites, and decreased by 39.2% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 371 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 13.7% were age 12 or younger, 29.4% were 13 or 14, and 56.9% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 15.0% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 28 juvenile cases constituting 5.1% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 21.8% lived in families with income under $10,000,
33.1% with $10,000419,999 and 45.2% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 26.5% of delinquents lived with both

natural parents, while 47.0% lived in a single parent household, 23.3% lived with other relatives, and 3.3% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
20.0% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 40.2% had at least one prior
referral and 10.0% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 1.3% had been referred by the age of 10, 8.0% by the age of 12, and 21.6% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 208 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 3.9% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 58 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Egure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 467 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 6.6% of their age group: 5.1% for White and
8.7% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either school
full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition from
school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the problems of
young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and county reports
on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths: During 1997-2001, 27 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the

major cause, resulting in 9 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 3 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-

year period, and 4 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Beaufort County. The 27.4%
of children in single-parent families, 15.7% in poverty, 38.5% not graduating from school, 44.7% of high school students
using alcohol and 23.2% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of

children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

87.3% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 64.5% are born to married parents, and 72.6% lived in

two-parent families; 84.3% were not poor and 59.0% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 92.5% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 82.9% were assessed as ready for

the first grade, 55.3% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 64.5% for 8th grade reading, 54.8% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 61.5% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 55.3% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 76.8% do not use drugs, and 74.6% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a

problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 44.1% of

3rd graders and 27.7% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 24.6% of 3th graders and
17.0% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelOogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Beaufort County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

i

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980

Health

1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199,

Low Birth Weight 2001 106 127 146 +37.7% +15.0% 8.0 7.1 7.5 -6.6% 6.2% 15

White babies 2001 32 43 74 +131.3% +72.1% 4.1 3.9 5.3 29.3% 37.4% 4

African American and Other babies 2001 74 84 72 -2.7% -14.3% 13.7 12.3 13.1 -4.8% 6.2% l' 39

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 367 585 836 -127.8% +42.9% 27.8 32.5 43.0 54.7% 32.2%1 5

White babies 2001 163 293 568 +248.5% +93.9% 20.9 26.3 40.8 95.2% 55.3% 10

African American and Other babies 2001 204 292 268 +31.4% -8.2% 37.9 42.8 48.6 28.3% 13.8% 4

Infant Mortality 2001 46 51 32 -30.4% -37.3% 1.2 1.0 0.6 -50.2% -42.6% 2

White babies 2001 23 23 12 -47.8% -47.8% 1.0 0.7 0.3 -68.5% -58.7% 11

African American and Other babies 2001 23 28 20 -13.0% -28.6% 1.4 1.4 1.2 -13.8% -13.2% 1

71 78 74 +4.2%

VERet

-5.1% 5.4 4.3 3.8 -29.4% -12.4%
Births to mothers under 18 2001

White babies 2001 20 28 34 +70.0% +21.4% 2.6 2.5 2.4 -6.3% -4.4% 4

African American and Other babies 2001 51 50 40 -21.6% -20.0% 9.5 7.3 7.3 -23.3% -0.8% 5

Births to mothers under 20 2001 231 236 247 +6.9% +4.7% 17.5 13.1 12.7 -27.4% -3.2% 6

White babies 2001 93 104 132 +41.9% -26.9% 11.9 9.3 9.5 -20.2% 1.9% 6

African American and Other babies 2001 138 132 115 -16.7% +12.9% 25.6 19.3 20.9 -185% 8.0% 22

Births to mothers with less than a high school
!education

2001 285 259 355 +24.6% +37.1% 21.6 14.4 18.3 -15.2% 27.1% 3

1 White babies 2001 124 120 261 +110.5% +117.5% 15.9 10.8 18.8 18.4% 74.7% 2

I African American and Other babies 2001 161 139 94 -41.6% -32.4% 29.9 20.4 17.1 -42.9% -16.2% 27

i Births to single mothers-- 2001 285 458 690 +142.1% +50.7% 21.6 25.5 35.5 64.4% 39.4% 14

White babies 2001 39 116 349 +794.9% +20.9% 5.0 10.4 25.1 402.6% 141.3% 11

African American and Other babies 2001 246 342 341 +38.6% -0.3% 45.6 50.1 61.9 , 35.6% 23.6% 17

Children in single parent families 2000 3,056 4,646 6,859 +124.4% +47.6% 19.4 23.8 27.4 41.1% 15.0% 26

1 White 2000 1,061 1,645 2,756 +1598% +67.5% 11.1 13.7 17.6 58.5% 28.5% 37

African American and Other 2000 1,970 2,925 4,103 +108.3% 40.3% 30.0 39.8 43.7 45.6% 9.8% 33

-1.9%

du......, cat on
18.6

.

(Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 181 210 206 +13.8%
_....-

26.1 17.1 -34.5% -8.1% 1

White males 2001 22 27 31 +40.9% +14.8% 15.6 9.7 10.8 -30.8% 11.3% 2

White females 2001 12 25 13 +8.3% -48.0% 8.2 8.6 5.0 -39.0% -41.9% 3

African American and Other males 2001 89 93 90 +1.1% -3.2% 39.7 32.3 27.2 -31.5% -15.8% 4

African American and Other females 2001 58 63 69 +190% +9.5% 31.9 23.6 22.0 -31.0% -6.8% 3

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 142 134 106 -25.4% -20.9% 20.3 20.3 8.5 -58.1% -58.1% 28

I White males 2000 28 21 15 -46.4% -28.6% 20.9 7.8 4.6 -78.0% -41.0% 29

White females 2000 19 19 17 -10.5% -10.5% 13.1 7,1 5.7 -56.5% -19.7% 37

African American and Other males 2000 63 54 44 -30.2% -18.5% 29.7 19.7 14.0 -52.9% -28.9% 30

African American and Other females 2000 32 40 30 -6,3% -25.0% 15.7 14.1 9.5 -39.5% -32.6% 19

Grade 3 Math below standards-- 2002 361 223 421 +16.6% +88.8% 50.1 22.1 35.9 -28.3% 62.4% 37

White males 2002 52 17 68 +308% +300.0% 36.9 7.2 21.4 -42.0% 197.2% 33

White females 2002 46 19 70 +52,2% +268.4% 34.1 8.0 25.8 -24.3% 222.5 %E 39

African American and Other males 2002 148 92 148 +0.0% +60.9% 66.4 35.4 51.4 -22.6% 45.2% 39

African American and Other females 2002 114 94 135 +18.4% +43.6% 51.8 34.3 45.8 -11.6% 33.5% 26

Grade 3 Reading below standards"- 2002 276 152 253 -8.3% +66.4% 38.2 15.1 21.7 -43.2% 43.7% 26

White males 2002 36 17 44 +22.2% +158.8% 25.5 7.2 13.9 -45.5% 93.1% 18

White females 2002 18 8 26 +44.4% +225.0% 13.3 3.4 9.6 -27.8% 182.4% 10

African American and Other males 2002 140 76 99 -29.3% +30.3% 62.8 29.2 34.9 -44.4% 19.5% 36

African American and Other females 2002 80 51 84 +5.0% +64.7% 36.2 18.6 28.6 -21.0% 53.8% 12

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 235 319 261 +11.1% -18.2% 34.8 32.9 22.8 -34.5% %rprp 27

White males 1998 30 46 41 +36.7% -10.9% 20.8 19.6 13.2 -36.5% -32.7% 15

White females 1998 18 26 22 +22.2% -15.4% 11.8 10.7 7.5 -36.4% -29.9% 13

African American and Other males 1998 103 136 102 -1.0% -25.0% 56.6 58.4 42.2 -25.4% -27.7% 33

African American and Other females 1998 84 110 93 +10.7% -15.5% 43.1 42.8 32.4 -24.8% -24.3% 33

I

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
***1- BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Beaufort County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education ((continued!

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

19801 19901
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards 2002 435 295 531 +22.1% +80.0% 63.0 37.3 44.7 -29.0% 19.8%

White males 2002 53 33 77 +45.3% +133.3% 36.8 15.6 25.8 -29.9% 65.4%

White females 2002 53 39 61 +15.1% +56.4% 37.6 21.7 22.8 -39.4% 5.1%

African American and Other males 2002 157 116 194 +23.6% +67.2% 78.9 58.3 64.2 -18.6% 10.1%

African American and Other females 2002 169 107 199 +17.8% +86.0% 82.8 53.5 61.8 -25.4% 15.5%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards** 2002 437 232 421 -3.7% +81.5% 62.4 29.4 35.5 -43.1% 20.7%

White males 2002 67 41 64 -4.5% +56.1% 45.6 19.3 21.5 -52.9% 11.4%

White females 2002 39 30 28 -28.2% -6.7% 27.7 16.6 10.5 -62.1% -36.7%

African American and Other males 2002 164 89 176 +7.3% +97.8% 81.2 45.6 58.7 -27.7% 28.7%

African American and Other females 2002 164 72 153 -6.7% +112.5% 79.2 36.2 47.7 -39.8% 31.8%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 278 347 NA +24.8% NA 34.2 30.5 NA -10.8%

White males 1998 NA 49 NA NA 25 14.5 NA -42.0%

White females 1998 NA 25 NA NA 12.3 14.0 NA 13.8% L
African American and Other males 1998 NA 114 NA NA NA NA 55.9 50.7 NA -9.3%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 89 NA NA NA NA 43.4 42.2 NA -2.8%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
atternt

2002 360 269 487 +35.3% +81.0% 51.3 39.9 45.2 -11.9% 13.3%

White males 2002 49 42 67 +36.7% +59.5% 29.2 29.0 27.1 -7.2% -6.6%

White females 2002 45 31 64 +42.2% +106.5% 23.9 16.1 23.3 -2.5% 44.7%

African American and Other males 2002 127 97 156 +22.8% 61.8 67.0 -10.3% 8.4%

African American and Other females 2002 134 99 185 +38.1% +86.9% 78.4 55.3 62.7 -20.0% 13.4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

2000-02 197 248 438 +122.9% +77.0% 24.6 27.2 33.3 35.4% 22.6%

White males 2000-02 46 62 114 +151.3% +84.4% 23.6 27.6 37.0 56.8% 33.8%

White females 2000-02 37 48 86 +133.3% +79.9% 20.6 23.2 27.0 30.9% 16./%

African American and Other males 2000-02 66 77 154 +135.1% +101.3% 30.2 32.7 44.8 48.5% 37.1%

African American and Other females 2000-02 49 61 83 +71.8% +36.6% 23.3 24.8 24.4 4.9% -1.8%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 3,408 1,697 1,883 -44.7% +11.0% 22.2 13.6 11.6 -47.9% -15.0%

White males NA 1,431 505 NA NA NA 20.7 8.9 NA NA NA L
White females NA 624 399 NA NA NA 19.3 13.7 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 894 378 NA NA NA 27.9 16.6 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 459 415 NA NA NA 22.9 24.9 NA NA NA

cono j
Poverty Rate 2000 4,108 4,315 4,346 +5.8% +0.7% 23.6 20.1 15.7 -33.5% -21.9%

White children 2000 959 845 1,453 +51.5% +72.0% 10.1 6.8 8.8 -12.9% 29.4%

African American and Other children 2000 3,073 3,470 2,893 -5.9% -16.6% 40.0 38.6 25.7 -35.9% -33.5%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 40,746 $ 49,068 $ 60,353 +48.1% +23.0% NA NA NA NA NAI-
White families 2000 $ 47,664 $ 59,612 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 11

African American and Other families 2000 28,605 $ 29,874 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 83 127 103 +24.1% - 18.9 %I 3.8 5.8 3.3 -12.2% -43.1%

White 2001 24 54 46 +91.7% -14.8% 1.9 4.3 2.5 28.9% -41.9%

African American and Other 2001 59 73 57 -3.4% -21.9% 6.1 7.8 4.5 -26.0% -42.3%

Delinquency 2002 109 206 208 +90.8% +1.0% 2.2 5.1 3.9 78.7% -22.9%

White males 2002 38 71 85 +123.7% +19.7% 1.9 4.6 4.6 140.5% -0.7%

White females 2002 18 38 20 +11.1% -47.4% 1.9 4.7 1.6 -17.1% -66.5%

African American and Other males 2002 36 77 75 +108.3% -2.6% 3.2 8.1 6.5 103.8% -19.5%

African American and Other females 2002 17 20 28 +64.7% +40.0% 2.2 2.8 2.8 26.0% -1.0%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

Page 18

EST COPY MARA

1.45

LE



kids
count

to
O
5

r
z

Berkeley
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 39,925 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 24,872 were White, 12,693
were African-American, and 2,360 were other races. There were 41,751 children under age 18 in 1990, 33,682 in 1980,

25,656 in 1970, and 18,890 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 28.0% of the

population in 2000, down from 49.5% in 1960, 45.7% in 1970, and 35.6% in 1980.
In 2000 the 12,323 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.6% of the overall population: 8.2% of Whites and 9.3% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 5.9% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 2.7% and Asian Alone at
1.3% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence n a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 39.2% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 62.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 101 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 4.6% of
all babies born in the county; 3.3% of all White and 7.7% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 93.1% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 317 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 14.5% of all born in the
county; 13.1% of all White and 17.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 76.7% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

1.46
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 373 babies, 17.3% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
18.5% of White and 14.2% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 40.3% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 38.9% had completed 12
grades (36.2% of Whites and 45.3% of African Americans and Others) and 43.9% had more than a high school degree
(45.3% of Whites and 40.5% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 467
babies, 21.3% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 19.1%
and in 1960 it was 16.9%. In 2001, 12.5% of White children and 43.0% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 307 babies, 14.0% of all born in 2001, whose

fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 774, constituting 35.4% of all babies, 25.8% of White babies,

and 58.9% of African-American and Others.

80%
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20%
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

Total

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 798 marriage licenses were issued, while 598 divorce decrees involving 493 children
were filed. In 1970, only 153 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 9,712 children
lived with only one parent. This was 27.7% of all children, up from 16.3% in 1990, 14.6% in 1980, and 19.2% in 1970. In
2000, 20.7% of White and 40.3% of African-American and Other children lived in single- parent families. Also in 2000,

2,367 or 24.2% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 16.8% of White and 39.9% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.
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Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 65.2% of mothers with children under 6 and 71.8% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 21.8% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
62.2% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 3,731 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 89.8% of these are in licensed
programs and 10.2% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 83.8% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 8.8% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.9% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 5.4% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 84.18 for centers and $ 68.48 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 57.1% of centers with
pre-school staff and 33.3% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 35.7% of centers with pre-school staff and 66.7% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 64.3% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 33.3% of centers most assistants have

only a high school degree. In 53.6% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 54.2% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 17.1% have less

than a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 1,277 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 32.4% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

55.1% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 17.9% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 6.8% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,850 or 4.6% of all children lived with relatives, 738 or 1.8% lived with

non-relatives, 46 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 77 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 901 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 341 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 6.5% for physical abuse, 5.8% for sexual abuse, 0.2% for mental injury,

18.1% for physical neglect, 8.9% for educational neglect, 2.2% for medical neglect, 54.9% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 3.4% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 682 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 49.3% were male, 50.7% were female; 70.5% were White, 29.5% were African-American and
Other. By age, 31.2% were ages 0 - 5, 46.2% were ages 6 - 12, and 22.6% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

45.5% of the children lived in two-parent families, 33.3% in single parent families, 16.4% with unmarried couples, and

4.8% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 202 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 8.5 years. The ages of children in foster care were 14.4% 0-2, 10.4% 3-5, 22.3% 6-10, 18.8%

11-13, and 34.2% 14 and above. The foster care population is 45.5% males and 54.5% females. Regarding their future,

20.3% were under a plan for pla cement in adoptive homes, 55.0% for return to a parent or guardian, 1.5% for placement
with a relative, 11.4% for independent living, 10.9% for permanent foster care, and 1.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.57 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.02 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 6,224 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 2,923 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 15.9% of all children and youth: 8.7% of Whites and 27.8% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

80%

70%'
60%-

50%'
40%'

30%'
20%'
10%'

0%

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 15.9%, it was

17.3% in 1979 and 35.3% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 16.5% of children 0 - 5

(11.2% White, 27.2% African-American and Other), and 15.5% of children 6 - 17 (7.1% White, 27.8% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 12.9% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among

the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 33.1% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 8.2% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
57.7% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 16,270 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 10,046 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 2,787 7.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 6,224 15.9% 2,108 8.7% 4,116 27.8%

Under 125% 8,444 21.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 11,257 28.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 13,739 35.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 14,765 37.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 200`1/0 16,270 41.7% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 39,925 24,872 15,053
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $47,053. In 1989 it was $43,033, and 1979, it
was $40,417, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$25,185 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $55,886 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Berkeley County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.3%.

Child Support Payments: There were 755' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 20.4 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 305,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 2,186 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 267. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through

adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 250, or 11.4% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 320,

or 14.6% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 193 or 12.4% of Whites and 127 or 20.0% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 16 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 189 or 8.6% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 12.8% of African-American and Other babies and 7.0% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 108 or 1.7% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.1% of White babies and 3.0% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $11,262 and $63,260 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,740 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $2,257,276 for
all low birthweight babies, of which $1,476,476 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 26.3% from
11.5 to 8.5 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 27.6% from 9.4 to 6.8 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 25.5% from 16.7 to 12.4 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 31 White and 24 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 51

White and 37 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 150



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Berkeley County went to the emergency room 4,405 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 9 White and 7 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 27 White and 11 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 54.9% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 8.7%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eve!
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 1,738 to 2,607 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n.
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were reported cases of children under age 15 and 40 you
ages 15 19 infected with gonorrhea; 3 youth under 15 and 67 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamyd)
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 22.6% first smoked by age 11, 44.7% by age 13, and 57.3% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.2% of 7th and 8th graders and 26.5% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 25.7% of White male and 30.3% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 16.7% of African-American males and 9.7% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (4.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(11.0% compared with 1.6% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Berkeley County. Grades 6 -
11 participated, and a small number from grade 12.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17

are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 3,993 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 2,018 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 778 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 7 in

Berkeley County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5.9% for extreme functional impairment. The

rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 2,522 seriously emotionally disturbed 917 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 1,681 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,

depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attemptedsuicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the

county, there are 2,705 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 2,347 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 5,052 uninsured children in Berkeley County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the

county, this would suggest the need for 35 nurses, compared with 11 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into

Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Berkeley County has increased by 85.9% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 38.8% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$36.3 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Berkeley County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 15,478.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 617 458 54 42 1,171

Children 1 - 5 2,294 1,988 88 192 4,562
Children 6 - 14 3,224 3,625 68 303 7,220
Children 15 - 18 1,087 1,344 15 79 2,525
Total 7,222 7,415 225 616 15,478

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 27.3% for Whites and 21.4% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

244 children not ready 11.8% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

183 children failing 8.3% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

306 children failing 14.3% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

383 children over-age 20.6% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
589 six and seven year olds and 573 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 15.2% and 13.8% of their age groups respectively: 14.0% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 13.3% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 11.8% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 20.6% over age in grade 3, and 13.8% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, thould be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a hrge number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 778 speech and language impaired, 2,018 learning disabled, 189 emotionally

disabled, 364 mentally impaired, and 344 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 14.2% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

550 students did not pass all parts 34.0% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Berkeley County who did not meet standards declined from 44.1% to 23.3% in math and from
43.5% to 19.2% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 30.4% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 25.6% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam S
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 27.5% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 28.6% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 31.4% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 27.9% in 1990 and 25.8% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 40.5%, but in 2002 23.9% of 4th graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 37.0% in 1999 and 34.2% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 16.5% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 2,592 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 511 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 30.2 21.5 26.0 41.1 39.4
4 27.0 18.0 18.5 41.5 38.4
5 34.5 23.3 29.8 46.7 46.0
6 31.0 23.4 22.2 44.5 42.4
7 42.1 34.4 30.6 56.9 54.0
8 37.0 26.3 30.5 50.3 49.5

Basic

3 44.5 44.2 47.6 43.3 42.1

4 41.1 40.4 44.9 37.0 41.1

5 42.5 43.6 42.4 40.9 42.6

6 44.6 44.0 47.5 43.5 42.1

7 35.1 34.4 40.9 31.5 32.2

8 46.5 49.8 49.0 43.0 41.7

Proficient

3 18.8 25.4 18.1 11.7 16.0

4 20.1 24.9 21.7 15.1 15.5
5 14.9 20.5 18.2 9.1 7.8

6 18.5 23.9 21.9 10.0 13.6

7 14.1 18.6 17.0 7.6 9.7

8 12.2 16.1 15.5 5.9 7.8

Advanced

3 6.5 9.0 8.3 3.9 2.4

4 11.8 16.8 14.8 6.4 5.0
5 8.0 12.6 9.6 3.3 3.6

6 5.9 8.7 8.4 2.0 1.9

7 8.7 12.6 11.5 4.0 4.0
8 4.3 7.8 5.0 0.8 1.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 23.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,867
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 579 at 1999 performance rates.

100

90

80

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 19.5 16.6 15.4 31.0 18.8
4 20.7 19.7 11.8 34.2 21.4
5 27.1 22.9 14.3 44.7 33.8
6 29.5 27.5 15.7 48.5 33.2
7 30.5 30.9 12.6 49.6 35.1

8 31.5 26.5 19.9 49.4 38.7

Basic

3 39.0 37.7 36.6 36.9 46.7
4 50.2 49.3 46.9 51.5 55.4

5 52.2 53.5 54.7 47.7 51.4

6 38.7 39.4 40.4 36.8 37.2

7 49.3 47.8 54.9 43.5 50.0

8 46.4 50.8 44.9 41.9 46.2

Proficient

3 38.4 42.8 42.2 31.3 33.2

4 27.7 30.1 38.5 13.9 22.4

5 19.8 23.1 28.7 7.3 14.8

6 26.0 27.8 34.3 12.4 25.0

7 17.9 20.0 27.4 6.3 13.5

8 18.6 19.5 28.3 8.1 13.1

Advanced

3 3.0 2.9 5.8 0.8 1.4

4 1.4 1.0 2.9 0.5 0.8
5 0.9 0.5 2.3 0.3 0.0
6 5.8 5.4 9.6 2.2 4.6
7 2.3 1.3 5.1 0.7 1.4

8 3.5 3.2 6.9 0.6 2.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

582 students drop out annually 27.5% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 26.0% of 8th graders

failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 28.0% during 1985-89, and 27.3%
during 1990-94, 33.5% during 1995-97 and 34.5% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 97.5% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
2.5% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

..*
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.

157



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 39 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 275
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 13.3% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 19.5% to 42.4%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.5% 22.9% 33.1% 47.6% 63.7% 26.6%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 11.6% 18.2% 24.1% 38.4% 50.0% 20.6%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 15.2% 20.6% 27.9% 43.0% 60.0% 23.9%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

24.0% 32.8% 6.4% 9.1% 12.6% 21.2% 3.7% 6.3% 12.6% 17.8% 15.0%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

7.9% 11.8% 1.8% 3.3% 7.7% 16.7% 2.2% 4.2% 4.9% 8.6% 6.6%

Been in a fight with
someone? 43.9% 39.8% 21.8% 26.0% 39.6% 35.5% 28.3% 22.6% 33.2% 31.1% 32.3%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.4% 3.3% 8.8% 14.3% 4.6% 6.4% 14.0% 15.1% 7.0% 9.7% 8.2%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.9% 10.0% 6.5% 11.6% 8.1% 10.7% 7.1% 6.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.4%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

44.4% 45.8% 27.0% 40.6% 38.5% 45.3% 31.5% 37.4% 35.4% 42.3% 38.6%

Been suspended
from school? 16.4% 23.0% 6.0% 14.3% 22.4% 24.5% 12.1% 14.8% 13.4% 19.0% 15.9%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 15.9% 24.5% 7.2% 16.3% 13.3% 19.6% 6.1% 8.9% 10.8% 17.7% 14.0%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 11.0% NA 7.7% NA 6.5% NA 3.5% NA 7.6% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 5.0% 12.5% 2.0% 4.7% 6.8% 11.1% 2.6% 3.4% 4.0% 7.9% 5.8%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.5% 17.6% 22.4% 29.5% 13.6% 12.2% 17.7% 19.6% 17.5% 20.5% 18.8%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

7.4% 8.6% 11.2% 16.0% 4.2% 6.2% 4.9% 7.8% 7.6% 10.1% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 36.3% middle school, 51.5% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.9% middle school, 25.6% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 25.7% middle school, 36.7% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 37.1% middle school, 67.8% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 22.6% of 7th and 8th graders and 38.2% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 35.2% had used it in the past month, compared with
23.8% of African-American males; likewise, 36.7% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 23.2%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 20.7% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 43.5% by age 13, and 68.0% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 31.1% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 12.5% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 50.8% of eighth
graders and 74.1% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 72.8% of eighth graders and 71.4% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.7% of eighth graders and 52.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.5% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
12.9% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.7% reported usually f

more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 9.9% 5 or me
Among seniors, 19.2% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 14.1% 5 or more; however 15.4% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 10.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 23.8% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille,
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 21.7% of White males, 20.7% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 6.7% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 8.2% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 23.2% had used a drug by age 13, and 42.5% by

15.
In the past year, 11.5% of all high school students in the county who drive and 14.1% of seniors who drive said

that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 28.9% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 10.1% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.4% of seniors said
it is easy to get marijuana and 40.2% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Berkeley County. Grades 6 -

11 participated, and a small number from grade 12.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 1 1 th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 150 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 125 in 2000 and 127 in 2001. This represented 2.9% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.4% for
Whites and 3.6% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 77.2% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Berkeley County has decreased by 42.1
Overall, it has decreased by 46.7% for Whites, and decreased by 42.9% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 1,008 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the
Solicitor for delinquency; of these, 13.1% were age 12 or younger, 31.3% were 13 or 14, and 55.7% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 4.3% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 211 juvenile cases constituting 14.7% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 21.7% lived in families with income under $10,000,
25.5% with $10,000-$19,999 and 52.7% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 27.9% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 43.5% lived in a single parent household, 24.2% lived with other relatives, and 4.4% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

28.0% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 54.3% had at least one prior

referral and 18.1% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 1.5% had been referred by the age of 10, 8.3% by the age of 12, and 24.5% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 556 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 7.1% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 25 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 1,088 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 10.5% of their age group: 8.9% for White and
13.5% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 52 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the

major cause, resulting in 29 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 4 youth 15 to 19 years old during the

five-year period, and 9 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Berkeley County. The 27.7%
of children in single-parent families, 15.9% in poverty, 34.5% not graduating from school, 38.2% of high school students
using alcohol and 23.8% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are

at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

85.5% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 64.6% are born to married parents, and 72.3% lived in
two-parent families; 84.1% were not poor and 58.3% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.4% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 88.2% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 63.0% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 68.5% for 8th grade reading, 66.0% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 65.5% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 61.8% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 76.2% do not use drugs, and 73.5% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 41.4% of

3rd graders and 22.1% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 25.3% of 3rd graders and
16.5% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel(aogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes@ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org



Berkeley County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent
Most

Recent 1980
Year

1990'
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80.. res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90- es

199,

(=cap
Low Birth Weight 2001 149 168 189 +26.8% +12.5% 7.5 6.5 8.6 14.9% 33.1% 10

White babies WriNMEISII 89 108 +33.3% +21.3% 5.9 4.8 7.0 18.6% 45.8% MIDIMOAfrican American and Other babies 1/7111111WEI 79 81 +19.1% +2.5% 11.0 10.6 12.8 16.1% 20.5%

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 738 910 320 +56.6% -64.8% 37.1 35.0 14.6 -60.6% -58.3% 16

White babies 2001 MEI 565 193 -51.3% -65.8% 28.9 30.5 12.4 -57.1% -59.3% Elm
African American and Other babies KraIMIZI 345 127 -62.9% -63.2% 55.3 46.2 20.0 -63.8% -56.8%

Infant Mortality 2001 90 88 55 -38.9% -37.5% 1.6 1.2 0.8 -45.4% -26.3% 18

White babies 13.31111111111=111111530311119J411WEIMEEKEIMEIMIDERINVEZI,Iliffil1.1 0.9 0.7 -38.4% -27.6% EWE'
African American and Other babies Wrill 47

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 i 111 117 101 -9.0% 13 7% 5.6 4.5 4.6 -17.5% 2.2% 3

I White babies WIZINMKEI 82 52 -17.5% -36.6% =2311M120111MINEMINEMil.1.0
African American and Other babies ErrinillEra 35 49 +2.1% +40.0% 7.8 4.7 7.7 -0.5% 64.5% alliME

Births to mothers under 20 2001 326 355 317 -2.8% -10.7% 16.4 13.7 14.5 -11.5% 6.2% MEI
White babies 2001 Enna 238 204 -0.5% +14.3% 15.0 12.8 13.1 -12.4% 2.0%111101M

African American and Other babies 2001 IIM 117 113 -6.6% +3.4% 19.5 15.7 17.8 -9.0% 13.5% 1

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 488 498 373 -23.6% -25.1% 24.5 19.2 17.0 -30.7% -11.2% 5

White babies 2001 313 373 284 -9.3% -23.9% 22.8 20.1 18.3 -19.8% -9.0% 11111111

African American and Other babies wrassinin 125 89 -49.1% -28.8% 28.3 16.8 14.0 -50.4% -16.4% Mallgi
Births to single mothers"- 2001 289 557 774 +167.8% +39.0% 14.5 21.4 35.4 143.8% 65.2% 5

White babies WC111111111111 265 400 +525.0% +50.9% 4.7 14.3 25.8 452.7% 80.5% MEE"
50.5%111M1African American and Other babies 2001 IMO 292 374 +66.2% +28.1% 36.3 39.1 58.9 62.0%

Children in single parent families 2000 4,568 6,207 9,712 +112.6% +56.5% 14.6 16.3 27.7 89.4% 69.7% 5

White 2000 MFE52 3,490 4,681 +70.4% +34.1% 11.8 12.8 20.7 75.3% 61.6% MEM
African American and Other 2000 1,694 2,609 5,031 +197.0% +92.8% 19.9 25.2 40.3 102.5% 59.9% 29

Educ t" n
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 606 627 244 -59.7% -61.1% 36.9 24.5 11.8 -68.0% -51.8% mu

White males 2001 209 72 -64.5% -65.6% 36.6 23.2 11.3 -69.1% -51.3% 37

White females 2001 121 139 40 -66.9% -71.2% 23.1 16.9 6.6 -71.4% -60.9% 28

African American and Other males r r 166 53.0 35.7 18.6 -64.9% -47.9% illia
African American and Other females 2001 116 127 51 -56.0% -59.8% 46.4 31.1 13.1 -71.8% - 57.9%J

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 200 344 339 +69.5% -1.5% 11.6 14.1 16.4 41.4% 16.3%

MZEMEE 2000 85 139 108 +27.1% -22.3% 14.8 16.3 16.7 12.8% 2.5% Enna
111=12:1 2000 MEI 72 67 +19.6% -6.9% 10.1 9.5 10.9 7.9% 14.7% JIMEIinlinIMINIZ 2000 =ELI 86 96 +146.2% +11.6% 13.1 20.8 23.9 82.4% 14.9%

African American and Other females 2000 .1.1113 47 63 +250.0% +34.0% 6.8 12.0 17.0 150.0% 41.7% Mil
Grade 3 Math below standards- 2002 618 316 554 -10.4% +75.3% 34.8 13.9 30.2 -13.2% 117.3% 13

White males 2002 I 151 66 127 -15.9% +92.4% 25.9 8.5 21.5 -17.0% 152.9% MEM
White females KCCEIMEZI 75 134 -8.8% +78.7% 24.1 10.3 26.0 7.9% 152.4% IMO
African American and Other males 2002 IIMEI 98 148 -10.8% +51.0% 60.4 25.2 41.1 -32.0% 63.1% 26

African American and Other females KM 148 77 145 -2.0% +88.3% 49.7 20.3 39.4 -20.7% 94.1% =Ea
Grade 3 Reading below standards** 2002 481 225 357 -25.8% +58.7% 27.1 9.9 19.5 -28.0% 97.0% 9

1111121111111151111111FECII 47 98 -24.0% +108.5% 22.1 6.1 16.6 -24.9% 172.1% NEW
IMZEMEEEMMIMINEIMIIII@ZSMI11011 39 79 -15.1% +102.6% 15.3 5.3 15.4 0.7% 190.6% MIMI

African American and Other males ilrEMIMMI 86 111 -25.5% +29.1% 54.0 22.2 31.0 -42.6% 39.6% NEM
African American and Other females 2002 ME] 53 69 -34.3% +30.2% 35.1 14.0 18.8 -46.4% 34.3% MEM

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 493 617 491 -0.4% -20.4% 27.5 28.6 25.9 -5.8% -9.4% 16

White males 1998 NorgimmuimEa 24.6 24.3 20.7 -15.9% -14.8% 22

1998 136 110 +18.3% -19.1% 16.2 19.7 18.3 13.0% -7.1% 27

1998 MEI 175 120 -23.1% -31.4% 49.5 46.9 39.9 -19.4% -14.9% 17

African American and Other females 1998 89 123 139 +56.2% +110% 33.8 36.3 38.2 13.0% 5.2% 17

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.

Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**" BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Berkeley County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued 1

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 680 453 694 +2.1% +53.2% 44.1 23.3 37.0 -16.1% 58.8%

White males 2002 167 123 149 -10.8% +21.1% 31.8 18.6 26.3 -17.3% 41.4%

White females 2002 168 117 169 +0.6% +44.4% 33.1 18.5 30.5 -7.9% 64.9%

African American and Other males 2002 179 120 179 +0.0% +49.2% 69.9 35.1 50.3 -28.0% 43.3%

,-...A,

African American and Other females 2002 162 93 197 +21.6% +111.8% 65.8 30.3 49.5 -24.8% 63.4%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards" 2002 673 374 590 -12.3% +57.8% 43.5 19.2 31.5 -27.6% 64.1%

White males 2002 197 111 150 -23.9% +35.1% 37.1 16.7 26.5 -28.6% 58.7%

White females 2002 133 87 110 -17.3% +26.4% 26.1 13.7 19.9 -23.8% 45.3%

African American and Other males 2002 187 111 176 -5.9% +58.6% 73.0 32.5 49.4 -32.3% 52.0%

African American and Other females 2002 152 65 154 +1.3% +136.9% 62.0 21.1 38.7 -37.6% 83.4%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 527 506 NA -4.0% NA 27.9 25.0 NA -10.4%

White males 1998 NA 144 NA NA NA NA 23.1 15.2 NA -34.2%

White females 1998 NA 99 NA NA NA NA 15.9 14.1 NA -11.3%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 146 NA NA NA NA 47 44.5 NA -5.3%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 135 NA NA NA NA 40.9 34.3 NA -16.1%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 760 406 550 -27.6 % +35. 5% 43.8 27.4 34.0 -22.4 % 24.1 %

White males 2002 219 111 120 -45.2% +8.1% 36.8 22.7 23.8 -35.3% 4.8%

White females 2002 173 88 116 -32.9% +31.8% 30.6 17.4 24.3 -20.6% 39.7%

African American and Other males 2002 202 120 152 -24.8% +26.7% 69.4 48.2 52.6 -24.2% 9.1%

African American and Other females 2002 163 84 159 -2.5% +89.3% 58.4 35.4 46.4 -20.5% 31.1%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 445 651 582 +30.7% -10.6% 23.6 29.9 27.5 16.4% -8.1%

White males 2000-02 203 281 218 +7.6% -22.2% 31.5 37.4 32.9 4.3% -12.1%

White females 2000-02 159 236 182 +14.7% -22.6% 25.3 32.8 29.3 15.7% -10.8%

African American and Other males 2000-02 47 88 108 +133.0% +23.1% 14.5 23.4 26.0 79.1% 11.2%

African American and Other females 2000-02 37 47 73 +99.1% +56.3% 12.5 13.9 17.5 40.3% 25.8%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 3,853 3,246 2,727 -29.2% -16.0% 28.5 23.2 13.3 -53.4% -42.8%

White males NA 1,448 1,152 NA NA NA 27.5 22.3 NA NA NA

White females NA 1,185 1,086 NA NA NA 25.6 22.0 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 695 535 NA NA NA 37.7 29.7 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 525 473 NA NA NA 29.2 22.9 NA NA NA

Pove Rate 2000 5,804 6,598 6,224

Etonom'cs
+7.2% 15.9 15.9 -8.1% 0.0%

White children 2000 2,492 2,675 2,108 -15.4% -21.2% 10.6 9.3 8.7 -17.9% -6.5%

African American and Other children 2000 3,203 3,923 4,116 +28.5% +4.9% 32.8 31.0 27.8 -15.2% -10.3%

Income of Families wlchildren 1999 $ 2000 $ 40,417 $ 43,033 $ 47,053 +16.4% +9.3% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 43,012 $ 45,863 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 31,962 $ 34,502 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent 2g3 Factors
Teenae Pre. nanc a.es 14-17 2001 184 176 127 -31.0% -27.8% 5.1 4.4 2.9 -42.9% -34.1%

White 2001 124 124 69 -44.4% -44.4% 4.9 4.5 2.4 -51.2% -46.7%

African American and Other 2001 60 52 58 -3.3% +11.5% 5.5 4.3 3.6 -33.9% -16.3%

Delinuenc 2002 178 293 556 +212.4% +89.8% 3.1 4.5 7.1 130.5% 58.8%

White males 2002 92 153 207 +125.0% +35.3% 4.6 7.0 7.0 52.0% -0 1%

White females 2002 55 76 121 +120.0% +59.2% 2.8 3.3 6.1 117.2% 84.3%

African American and Other males 2002 22 52 169 +668.2% +225.0 %' 2.4 4.8 11.0 357.3% 128.6%

African American and Other females 2002 9 12 59 +555.6% +391.7% 1.1 1.4 4.6 315.8% 226.7%

'Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
"BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 3,804 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 1,491 were White, 2,242
were African-American, and 71 were other races. There were 3,471 children under age 18 in 1990, 3,929 in 1980,
4,402 in 1970, and 5,789 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.1% of the
population in 2000, down from 47.2% in 1960, 40.8% in 1970, and 32.2% in 1980.

In 2000 the 1,147 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.6% of the overall population: 6.3% of Whites and 8.7% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 1.9% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.2% and "some other
race alone" at 0.4% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 30.2% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 44.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 6 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 3.7% of
all babies born in the county; 1.2% of all White and 6.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 100.0% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 16 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 9.9% of all born in the county;
3.6% of all White and 16.9% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20. Of the
babies born to these mothers in 2001, 100.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged babies.

Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 29 babies, 18.0% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
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15.5% of White and 20.8% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 45.3% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 35.4% had completed 12
grades (33.3% of Whites and 37.7% of African Americans and Others) and 46.6% had more than a high school degree
(51.2% of Whites and 41.6% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers: Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 49
babies, 30.4% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 34.4%
and in 1960 it was 25.1%. In 2001, 4.8% of White children and 58.4% of African-American and Other childrenwere born
to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 21 babies, 13.0% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 70, constituting 43.5% of all babies, 14.3% of White babies,
and 75.3% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*
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*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 97 marriage licenses were issued, while 44 divorce decrees involving 27 children
were filed. In 1970, only 15 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 1,012 children
lived with only one parent. This was 32.0% of all children, up from 24.8% in 1990, 16.9% in 1980, and 14.9% in 1970. In
2000, 16.2% of White and 44.5% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
229 or 29.5% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 13.7% of White and 44.3% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 69.9% of mothers with children under 6 and 73.8% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 33.1% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
63.4% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 479 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 98.7% of these are in licensed
programs and 1.3% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 98.7% are in licensed childcare centers servingmore than
12 children, 1.3% are in registered or lic ensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 0.0% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the area, the average
weekly charge is $ 65.00 for centers and $ 59.25 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 100% of centers with
pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 0% of centers with pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers with
limited education. In 100% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 0% of centers most assistants have only a high school
degree. In 100% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare homes, 50%
of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 50% have less than a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 72 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 30.0% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
62.5% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 18.8% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 10.0% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 346 or 9.1% of all children lived with relatives, 35 or 0.9% lived with
non-relatives, or 0.0% were householders or spouses, and or 0.0% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 40 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 13 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 15.8% for physical abuse, 5.3% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 26.3% for physical neglect, 5.3% for educational neglect, 0.0% for medical neglect, 42.1% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 5.3% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 22 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 45.5% were male, 54.5% were female; 31.8% were White, 68.2% were African-American and
Other. By age, 18.2% were ages 0 5, 36.4% were ages 6 - 12, and 45.5% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
13.6% of the children lived in two-parent families, 22.7% in single parent families, 50.0% with unmarried couples, and
13.6% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 16 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 9.7 years. The ages of children in foster care were 6.3% 0-2, 12.5% 3-5, 18.8% 6-10, 18.8%
11-13, and 43.8% 14 and above. The foster care population is 37.5% males and 62.5% females. Regarding their future,
25.0% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 18.8% for return to a parent or guardian, 25.0% for placement
with a relative, 6.3% for independent living, 18.8% for permanent foster care, and 6.3% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.99 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.12 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 769 children and youth under the age of 18 lived in 382 families with incomes below poverty,
comprising 20.5% of all children and youth: 10.4% of Whites and 27.0% of African-Americans and Others. A rough
estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 28.0%, it was
27.8% in 1979 and 45.5% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 19.7% of children 0 5

(8.5% White, 27.6% African-American and Other), and 21.1% of children 6 17 (11.6% White, 27.0% African - American
and Other), lived in poverty; 18.3% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 40.6% of children in single- parent families lived in
poverty, but only 8.7% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single- parent families made up
54.6% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 1,884 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 1,115 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 326 8.7% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 769 20.5% 153 10.4% 616 27.0%
Under 125% 1,100 29.3% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 1,393 37.1% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 1,643 43.8% NA NA NA NA
Under 185% 1,748 46.6% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 1,884 50.2% NA NA NA NA
Total Children 3,804 1,491 2,313

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $47,063. In 1989 it was $42,313, and 1979, it
was $36,618, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$27,763 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $55,578 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Calhoun County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 2.1%.

Child Support Payments: There were 1667 families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 37.3 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 263,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 236 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 241. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 40, or 24.8% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 55, or
34.2% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 22 or 26.2% of Whites and 33 or 42.9% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 1 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 22 or 13.7% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 19.5% of African-American and Other babies and 8.3% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 10 or 1.9% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.7% of White babies and 2.1% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $22,067 and $94,669 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,368 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $511,196 for all
low birthweight babies, of which $373,202 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 37.1% from
15.3 to 9.6 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 70.8% from 14.3 to 4.2 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 9.8% from 15.8 to 14.3 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 1 White and 4 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 3 White and
6 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 168



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Calhoun County went to the emergency room 284 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 4 White and 2 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, White and 3 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 48.3% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 0.8%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV /AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 147 to 220 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were reported cases of children under age 15 and 7 youth ages 15
infected with gonorrhea; youth under 15 and 24 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 15.1% first smoked by age 11, 34.0% by age 13, and 48.9% by age 15. In a typical
month, 21.3% of 7th and 8th graders and 26.6% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 30.2% of White male and 28.6% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 9.5% of African-American males and 13.3% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (7.6%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(19.5% compared with 1.6% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 380 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 90 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 99 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 1 in
Calhoun County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 59% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 246 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 164 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 313 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 191 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 504 uninsured children in Calhoun County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 3 nurses, compared with 3 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Calhoun County has increased by 76.7% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 49.5% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$4.4 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Calhoun County children, birth through 18, enrolled h Medicaid was 1,884.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 28 75 2 1 106
Children 1 - 5 116 372 14 13 515
Children 6 - 14 172 706 8 17 903
Children 15 - 18 58 297 3 2 360
Total 374 1,450 27 33 1,884

Ambulatory Care : When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 30.2% for Whites and 38.8% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

17 children not ready 12.1% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

10 children failing 6.8% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

20 children failing 12.3% children failing
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Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
80 six and seven year olds and 42 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 26.4% and 11.6% of their age groups respectively: 16.5% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 10.1% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 12.1% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 32.9% over age in grade 3, and 11.6% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 99 speech and language impaired, 90 learning disabled, 3 emotionally
disabled, 62 mentally impaired, and 10 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 13.4% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

65 students did not pass all parts 49.6% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Calhoun County who did not meet standards declined from 80.1% to 44.4% in math and from
71.4% to 29.6% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 51% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 48.7% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 36.4% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 32.6% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 39.3% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 36.4% in 1990 and 52.7% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 50.7%, but in 2002 35.7% of 4th graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 63.3% in 1999 and 47.9% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 27.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 284 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 108 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 38.4 27.3 33.3 38.1 44.3
4 41.3 9.1 26.7 34.4 60.4
5 36.7 37.5 7.1 51.0 28.6
6 33.8 10.5 14.3 30.6 52.7
7 45.2 33.3 42.9 55.7 37.1

8 49.0 33.3 13.3 62.2 53.2

Basic

3 44.5 36.4 22.2 54.0 44.3
4 37.1 45.5 20.0 46.9 28.3
5 51.1 50.0 50.0 47.1 57.1

6 46.5 36.8 42.9 54.8 41.8
7 38.7 46.7 47.6 30.0 43.5
8 35.7 47.6 46.7 24.4 37.1

Proficient

3 11.6 27.3 22.2 4.8 9.8
4 16.1 45.5 33.3 12.5 9.4
5 9.4 6.3 35.7 2.0 10.7

6 14.6 42.1 28.6 11.3 3.6
7 10.7 13.3 9.5 7.1 14.5
8 11.2 14.3 33.3 13.3 3.2

Advanced

3 5.5 9.1 22.2 3.2 1.6
4 5.6 0.0 20.0 6.3 1.9
5 2.9 6.3 7.1 0.0 3.6
6 5.1 10.5 14.3 3.2 1.8

7 5.4 6.7 0.0 7.1 4.8
8 4.2 4.8 6.7 0.0 6.5

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 28.3% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 217
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 85 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 27.2 18.2 16.7 35.5 25.0

4 30.1 18.2 26.7 34.4 28.3

5 32.4 25.0 7.1 51.0 21.4

6 40.1 31.6 14.3 58.1 32.7

7 39.9 26.7 33.3 55.7 27.4

8 46.9 42.9 0.0 66.7 45.2

Basic

3 51.2 45.5 38.9 53.2 55.0

4 58.0 72.7 33.3 53.1 67.9
5 56.1 68.8 71.4 43.1 62.5

6 39.5 31.6 47.6 27.4 52.7

7 50.6 66.7 52.4 38.6 59.7

8 37.8 42.9 60.0 26.7 38.7

Proficient

3 20.4 36.4 38.9 11.3 18.3

4 11.9 9.1 40.0 12.5 3.8

5 10.8 6.3 21.4 5.9 14.3

6 19.7 36.8 33.3 14.5 14.5

7 8.9 6.7 14.3 5.7 11.3

8 13.3 9.5 26.7 6.7 16.1

Advanced

3 1.2 0.0 5.6 0.0 1.7

4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

5 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8

6 0.6 0.0 4.8 0.0 0.0

7 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.6

8 2.1 4.8 13.3 0.0 0.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

55 students drop out annually 33.1% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 24.5% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 29.6% during 1985-89, and 40.5%

during 1990-94, 33.1% during 1995-97 and 41.5% during 1998-2000-.
During 2001-02, 94.9% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining

5.1% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

***
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 20 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 14

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 17.5% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not

completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 27.2% to 52.7%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation

necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-

achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% ofeighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7h and gh graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually'_

more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using Hie:

drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Calhoun County data, for 1992-93, is available on the
Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 1 1 th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 10 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 20 in 2000 and 9 in 2001. This represented 2.1% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 1.9% for
Whites and 2.2% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 66.7% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Calhoun County has decreased by 58.0
Overall, it has increased by 46.2% for Whites, and decreased by 72.5% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 50 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 12.0% were age 12 or younger, 20.0% were 13 or 14, and 68.0% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 7.0% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 4 juvenile cases constituting 5.6% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 46.2% lived in families with income under $10,000,

7.7% with $10,000-$19,999 and 46.2% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 34.8% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 26.1% lived in a single parent household, 30.4% lived with other relatives, and 8.7% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

30.0% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 52.0% had at least one prior

referral and 20.0% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. Fordelinquents 15
17 years old, 0.0% had been referred by the age of 10, 6.4% by the age of 12, and 21.3% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 34 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 5.5% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 10 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 83 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 10.5% of their age group: 7.8% for White and
11.9% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the

problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 2 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 1 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Calhoun County. The 32.0%
of children in single-parent families, 20.5% in poverty, 41.5% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
90.1% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 56.5% are born to married parents, and 68.0% lived in

two-parent families; 79.5% were not poor and 49.8% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 86.3% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 87.9% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 51.0% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 53.1% for 8th grade reading, 50.4% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 58.5% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 73.4% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 21.6% of
3rd graders and 15.4% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 17.1% of 3"1 graders and

15.4% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.
Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson(a,drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazela,ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes0,ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org



Calhoun County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

I

Indicators Number Percent I
R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 1991

112COD
Low Birth Weight 2001 16 23 22 +37.5% -4.3% 7.4 12.6 13.7 84.1% 9.0% 8

White babies 2001 3 6 7 +133.3% +16.7% 4.5 9.1 8.3 84.4% -8.7% 8

I African American and Other babies 2001 13 17 15 +15.4% -11.8% 8.7 14.5 19.5 123.3% 34.1% 6

ILess than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 57 77 55 +3.5% -28.6% 26.5 42.1 34.2 29.1% -18.7% 3

White babies 2001 6 14 22 +266.7% +57.1% 9.1 21.2 26.2 187.9% 23.5% 1

African American and Other babies 2001 51 63 33 -35.3% -47.6% 34.2 53.8 42.9 25.3% -20.4% 3

lInfant Mortality 2001 8 9 5 -37.5% -44.4% 1.3 1.5 1.0 -26.4% -37.1% 5

White babies 2001 2 3 1 -50.0% -66.7% 1.0 1.4 0.4 -58.3% -70.8% 14

African American and Other babies 2001 6 6 4 -33.3% -33.3% /.5 1.6 1.4 -1.9% -9.8% 2

VER24-7
Births to mothers under 18 2001 26 17 6 -76.9% -64.7% 12.1 9.3 3.7 -69.4% -60.2% 42

White babies 2001 4 1 1 -75.0% +0.0% 6.1 1.5 1.2 -80.2% -20.8% 27

African American and Other babies 2001 22 16 5 -77.3% -68.8% 14.8 13.7 6.5 -56.0% -52.5% 36

Births to mothers under 20 2001 55 34 16 -70.9% -52.9% 25.6 18.6 9.9 -61.3% -46.7% 42

White babies 2001 11 4 3 -72.7% +25.0% 16.7 6.1 3.6 -78.4% -40.6% 26

African American and Other babies 2001 44 30 13 -70.5% +56.7% 29.5 25.6 16.9 -42.8% -34.2% 35

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 64 34 29 -54.7% -14.7% 29.8 18.6 18.0 -39.5% -3.1% 10

White babies 2001 15 6 13 -13.3% +116.7% 22.7 9.1 15.5 -31.8% 70.5% 10

African American and Other babies 2001 49 28 16 -67.3% -42.9% 32.9 23.9 20.8 -36.8% -13.2% 3

Births to single mothers**** 2001 79 71 70 -11.4% -1.4% 36.7 38.8 43.5 18.4% 12.1% 41

White babies 2001 1 5 12 +1100.0% +140.0% 1.5 7.6 14.3 843.8% 88.8% 2

African American and Other babies 2001 78 66 58 -25.6% -12.1% 52.3 56.4 75.3 43.9% 33.5% 39

Children in single parent families 2000 597 710 1,012 +69.5% +42.5% 16.9 24.8 32.0 89.3% 29.0% 12

White 2000 85 115 227 +167.1% +97.4% 6.0 8.9 16.2 170.2% 82.2% 1

African American and Other 2000 511 591 785 +53.6% +32.8% 23.8 37.8 44.5 87.0% 17.7%

Education.
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 78 51 17 -78.2% -66.7% 46.7 26.3 12.1 -74.1% -54.0% 38

White males 2001 4 4 1 -75.0% -75.0% 36.4 20.0 4.5 -87.6% -77.5% 35

White females 2001 4 2 1 -75.0% -50.0% 50.0 28.6 7.1 -85.8% -75.2% 46

African American and Other males 2001 42 24 11 -73.8% -54.2% 54.6 27.3 18.3 -66.5% -33.0% 26

African American and Other females 2001 28 21 4 -85.7% -81.0% 39.4 26.6 9.3 -76.4% -65.0% 6

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 45 89 70 +55.6% -21.3% 28.2 52.1 39.2 39.0% -24.8% 39

White males 2000 5 7 7 +40.0% +0.0% 42.8 48.8 30.0 -29.9% -38.5% 46

White females 2000 - 5 2 NA -60.0% 42.3 9.2 NA -78.3% 1

African American and Other males 2000 27 40 39 +44.4% -2.5% 41.1 54.8 55.9 36.0% 2.0% 39

African American and Other females 2000 13 36 22 +69.2% -38.9% 17.6 51.6 36.3 106.3% -29.7% 23

Grade 3 Math below standards-- 2002 73 29 63 -13.7% +117.2% 45.6 17.9 38.4 -15.8% 114.5% 30

White males 2002 2 - 6 +200.0% NA 16.7 27.3 63.5% NA 2

White females 2002 3 1 6 +100.0% +500.0% 23.1 9.1 33.3 44,2% 265.9% 9

African American and Other males 2002 34 12 24 -29.4% +100.0% 61.8 17.9 38.1 -38.3% 112.8% 28

African American and Other females 2002 34 16 27 -20.6% +68.8% 42.5 22.9 44.3 4.2% 93.4% 8

Grade 3 Reading below standards."" 2002 68 16 44 -35.3% +175.0% 42.2 10.1 27.2 -35.5% 169.3% 34

White males 2002 3 1 4 +33.3% +300.0% 25.0 7.7 18.2 -27.2% 136.4% 14

,

White females 2002 2 - 3 +50.0% NA 14.3 - 16.7 16.8% NA 12

African American and Other males 2002 35 8 22 -37.1% +175.0% 63.6 12.7 35.5 -44,2% 179.5% 38

African American and Other females 2002 28 6 15 -46.4% +150.0% 35.0 8.6 25.0 -28.6% 190.7% 8

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 52 47 50 -3.8% +6.4% 36.4 32.6 31.4 -13.7% -3.7% 30

White males 1998 2 5 4 +100.0% -20.0% 22.2 41.7 23.5 5.9% -43.6% 17

White females 1998 2 3 1 -50.0% -66.7% 28.6 23.1 6.3 -78.0% -72.7% 42

African American and Other males 1998 29 19 23 -20.7% +21.1% 43.3 28.4 43.4 0.2% 52.8% 10

African American and Other females 1998 19 20 22 +15.8% +10.0% 31.7 38.5 30.1 -5.0% -21.8% 11

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Calhoun County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education acontin ed
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Yea

1980" 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Grade 8 Readin. below state standards**
White males
White females
African American and Other males

-45.7%
+75.0%

50.0%
-58.8%
-37.7

41.7%
+200.0%
- 100.0%

African American and Other females
Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT

White males
White females

54.5%
31.7%

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

+16.7%
+40 0%
-50.0%

-38.8%

-73.4%
-27.8%
-36.7%

Percent
Change 90-

pres

+71 8%
+350.0%
- 100.0%
+76.5%

55.6%
+93.6%

- 100.0%
-20.1%
-30 6%

10.4%
-20.1%
-46.8%
19.6%
24.0%
58.4%

156.9%
-100

88
38

0%
4%
2%

27.5%
-38.3%
167.5%

African American and Other males 43.8%

19

Afncan American and Other females
Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem.t

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

White males
White females
Afncan American and Other males
African American and Other females

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Povert Rate
White children
African American and Other children

Income of Families w/children 1999 $
White families
African American and Other families

-17.7%

+100.0%

2002

2000-02

2000 -02
2000-02

-85.7%
-13.9%
-11.4%

+49.5%

+113.3%

- 26.5% -5.0%

+39.1%

-45.0%

-75.0%
+0.0%
+3.3%

+33.3%

+12.3%
+60.0%
+23.3%
+68.4%

+4.4%

-77.5%
-15.4%
-35.5%

-46.8%
-53.6%

-27.1%
61.5%
30.1%

-52.3%

-9.1%
62.9%
13.2 %:
57.5%.

-35.8%1'

188 94 NA NA NA

1,082 975 769 -28 9%
+77 9%

2000
2000
2000
2000

36,618
$ 46,392
$ 27,269

$ 42,313
$ 54,666
$ 30,453

$ 47,063 +28.5%

-21.1%
50.0%

-29.4%
+11.2%

-26 3%

-32.4%

-26 8%
35 1%

-33.5%

Adol scent Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 31 19 9 -71.0% -52.6% 6.3 4.8 2.1 -66.8% -56.3%

White 2001 7 2 3 -57.1% +50.0% 4.7 1.3 1.9 -59.3% 46.2%

African American and Other 2001 24 17 6 -75.0% -64.7% 7.1 7.1 2.2 -68.8% -69.0%

Delin . uenc 2002 6 22 34 +466.7% +54.5% 0.9 4.0 5.5 509.3% 37.1%

White males 2002 1 6 3 +200.0% -50.0% 0.8 5.0 2.7 240.9% -45.5%

White females 2002 3 1 NA -66.7% 0.0 2.5 0.9 NA -63.6%

African American and Other males 2002 5 8 21 +320.0% +162.5% 2.2 5.2 10.5 377.3% 101.9%

African American and Other females 2002 - 5 9 NA +80.0% 0.0 3.4 4.5 NA 32.4%

'Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
"BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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count

Charleston
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 73,574 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 36,091 were White, 34,262
were African-American, and 3,221 were other races. There were 73,605 children under age 18 in 1990, 77,551 in 1980,

91,324 in 1970, and 90,845 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 23.7% of the

population in 2000, down from 42.0% in 1960, 36.9% in 1970, and 28.0% in 1980.
In 2000 the 23,657 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.6% of the overall population: 6.6% of Whites and 9.1% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 4.4% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.9% and "some other
race alone" at 1.2% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 28.7% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 50.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 219 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 4.8% of
all babies bom in the county; 2.1% of all White and 8.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 96.3% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

hi 2001, 588 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 12.9% of all born in the
county; 7.3% of all White and 20.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20.
Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 91.2% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Charleston County, Page 1



Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 853 babies, 19.0% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
12.0% of White and 28.5% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 36.5% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 28.6% had completed 12
grades (20.2% of Whites and 40.0% of African Americans and Others) and 52.5% had more than a high school degree

(67.8% of Whites and 31.6% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 1,500
babies, 32.8% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 30.7%

and in 1960 it was 15.3%. In 2001, 12.5% of White children and 60.4% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 457 babies, 10.0% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 1,957, constituting 42.8% of all babies, 20.1% of White babies,

and 73.6% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA&O
- - Total

White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 4,088 marriage licenses were issued, while 1,137 divorce decrees involving 802 children

were filed. In 1970, only 830 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single- parent families. In 2000, 23,388 children
lived with only one parent. This was 37.0% of all children, up from 30.0% in 1990, 24.9% in 1980, and 19.3% in 1970. In
2000, 18.8% of White and 57.7% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

6,432 or 32.0% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 13.7% of White and 58.4% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 64.4% of mothers with children under 6 and 69.6% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 27.2% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
60.8% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 15,515 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 96.6% of these are in licensed
programs and 3.4% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 91.6% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 2.9% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.2% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 4.3% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 91.47 for centers and $ 76.61 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 28.8% of centers with
pre-school staff and 40.5% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 57.5% of centers with pre-school staff and 45.9% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 47.9% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 62.2% of centers most assistants have

only a high school degree. In 37% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 40% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 15.6% have less than

a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 2,549 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 24.2% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

50.8% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 12.3% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 6.9% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 3,724 or 5.1% of all children lived with relatives, 980 or 1.3% lived with

non-relatives, 92 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 297 or 0.4% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 1,109 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 451 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 14.2% for physical abuse, 4.2% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 32.2% for physical neglect, 6.8% for educational neglect, 2.5% for medical neglect, 39.6% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.4% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 786 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 50.4% were male, 49.6% were female; 33.3% were White, 66.7% were African-American and
Other. By age, 35.0% were ages 0 5, 38.5% were ages 6 12, and 26.5% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
26.6% of the children lived in two-parent families, 55.2% in single parent families, 12.0% with unmarried couples, and

6.2% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 504 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 7.3 years. The ages of children in foster care were 13.1% 0-2, 10.3% 3-5, 23.8% 6-10, 18.3%

11-13, and 34.5% 14 and above. The foster care population is 49.8% males and 50.2% females. Regarding their future,

38.9% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 26.8% for return to a parent or guardian, 5.0% for placement
with a relative, 12.7% for independent living, 16.5% for permanent foster care, and 0.2% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.21 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.38 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on thewebsite.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 16,932 children and youth under the age of 18 lived in 7,534 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 23.3% of all children and youth: 7.4% of Whites and 38.9% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 26.0%, it was
24.0% in 1979 and 30.0% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 24.6% of children 0 5

(7.1% White, 45.3% African-American and Other), and 22.6% of children 6 - 17 (7.0% White, 36.8% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 12.7% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 47.3% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 7.1% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
61.8% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 32,727 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 15,795 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 8,466 11.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 16,932 23.3% 2,699 7.4% 14,233 38.9%

Under 125% 21,461 29.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 25,675 35.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 29,472 40.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 30,991 42.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 32,727 44.9% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 73,574 36,091 37,483
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $58,171. In 1989 it was $47,098, and 1979, it
was $42,354, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$23,418 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $77,293 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Charleston County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 2.0%.

Child Support Payments: There were 2,311? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 22.9 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 295,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 5,330 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 244. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 644, or 14.1% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 868,
or 19.0% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 351 or 13.3% of Whites and 517 or 26.7% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 39 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 481 or 10.5% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 14.0% of African-American and Other babies and 8.0% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 297 or 2.2% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.2% of White babies and 3.5% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $10,915 and $72,637 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,828 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $7,201,556 for

all low birthweight babies, of which $5,051,025 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 19.4% from
12.4 to 10.0 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 21.5% from 6.5 to 5.1 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 15.8% from 19.5 to 16.4 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 40 White and 96 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 61

White and 149 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 186



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Charleston County went to the emergency room 7,810 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 16 White and 20 African-American and Other
children ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 27 White and 35 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 60.4% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 14.6%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or i-responsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to H1V/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 3,134 to 4,700 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n.
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 20 reported cases of children under age 15 and 330 you
ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 40 youth under 15 and 617 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mat
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 20.2% first smoked by age 11, 42.9% by age 13, and 60.7% by age 15. In a typical
month, 26.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 33.7% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 39.5% of White male and 39.6% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 29.0% of African-American males and 17.7% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (4.6%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.8% compared with 0.9% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. 18 7



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 7,357 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problem
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 2,702 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 1,004 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 58 in

Charleston County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5.9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 4,515 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 3,010 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. if these rates are applied to the
county, there are 5,440 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 4,054 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 9,494 uninsured children in Charleston County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number, lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 56 nurses, compared with 30 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into

Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Charleston County has increased by 52.3% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 45.2% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$77.9 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Charleston County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 33,259.

The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 595 1,637 186 57 2,475

Children 1 - 5 1,943 6,818 330 302 9,393

Children 6 - 14 2,496 12,356 263 602 15,717

Children 15 - 18 924 4,585 56 109 5,674

Total 5,958 25,396 835 1,070 33,259

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requi

hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, an

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke

below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 20.7% for Whites and 19.4% f
African-Americans and Others. t

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et

Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear:

grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

505 children not ready 16.0% children not ready
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0%

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

221 children failing 6.8% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

530 children failing 16.0% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

650 children over-age 20.5% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

713 six and seven year olds and 1,069 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 11.8% and 15.8% of their age groups respectively: 14.3% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 16.8% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 16.0% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 20.5% over age in grade 3, and 15.8% of eight and nine year-

olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious

handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 1,004 speech and language impaired, 2,702 leaming disabled, 703 emotionally
disabled, 1,098 mentally impaired, and 602 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 14.6% of all students in grades 1 12 during 2001-2002.

190



Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

874 students did not pass all parts 36.9% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Charleston County who did not meet standards declined from 64% to 23.5% in math and from
52.4% to 19.2% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 40.2% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 33.2% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 19.9% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 30.1% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 34.7% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 24.8% in 1990 and 28.5% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 40.7%, but in 2002 25.8% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 43.8% in 1999 and 37.0% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 23.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 4,647 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 1,433 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 29.7 10.8 10.8 44.9 38.0

4 29.2 11.6 7.8 42.4 39.5

5 32.9 12.7 14.3 47.1 44.0

6 33.3 10.9 9.0 49.4 44.6
7 45.7 19.5 18.5 68.0 59.4

8 40.3 16.0 16.3 57.9 55.2

Basic

3 38.6 33.0 37.1 37.9 43.7

4 34.8 22.3 30.3 38.0 42.0

5 37.4 31.2 36.9 39.0 40.2

6 37.7 30.5 35.1 38.8 42.9
7 30.1 33.6 34.5 25.3 29.6

8 40.3 42.2 47.9 35.4 39.1

Proficient

3 19.6 31.3 30.1 12.3 13.2

4 19.2 29.4 31.2 12.5 12.5

5 16.4 25.0 23.7 10.6 11.9

6 18.3 33.7 34.7 8.7 9.3

7 12.1 20.2 22.3 4.6 7.3

8 12.6 25.4 23.7 5.1 4.0

Advanced

3 12.1 24.9 22.0 4.9 5.1

4 16.8 36.8 30.7 7.1 6.0

5 13.3 31.1 25.0 3.3 3.9

6 10.6 24.8 21.2 3.1 3.2

7 12.1 26.6 24.7 2.1 3.7

8 6.7 16.3 12.1 1.6 1.7

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 24.2% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 3,536

students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 1,130 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 21.4 7.9 4.2 38.8 23.0

4 22.3 11.0 5.1 36.3 25.3

5 31.7 14.4 9.8 50.7 38.6

6 31.7 11.9 5.7 52.9 36.8

. 7 29.9 12.8 5.8 52.2 34.9

8 33.6 13.1 10.3 53.9 42.5

Basic

3 35.1 23.6 21.0 40.1 46.0

4 44.5 35.2 29.3 50.4 53.3
5 44.0 42.2 42.0 42.1 48.1

6 35.6 32.1 28.1 35.6 42.1

7 44.8 48.0 34.1 41.8 52.3

8 40.6 44.6 38.2 37.2 43.1

Proficient

3 38.3 60.4 59.5 19.8 29.9

4 30.6 49.7 57.8 12.8 20.8

5 22.8 41.2 44.1 7.1 12.3

6 24.6 41.2 44.9 9.8 18.0

7 22.0 36.2 48.0 5.7 11.9

8 21.3 34.9 39.8 8.3 12.9

Advanced

3 5.2 8.1 15.3 1.3 1.1

4 2.6 4.2 7.8 0.5 0.6
5 1.6 2.2 4.1 0.1 0.9

6 8.1 14.8 21.3 1.7 3.1

7 3.3 3.0 12.1 0.2 0.9

8 4.4 7.4 11.8 0.5 1.5

Dropout Rate 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

1,150 students drop out annually 35.6% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 44.5% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 41.4% during 1985-89, and 39.2%
during 1990-94, 40.9% during 1995-97 and 45.0% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 95.4% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
4.6% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12hgrade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

*** 2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the lattehi4



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 98 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 415
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 12.5% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 21.4% to 45.7%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK B EHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be"not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur.
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ille:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Charleston County data, for 1992-93, is available on the

Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 1 1 th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 309 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 322 in 2000 and 291 in 2001. This represented 3.2% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 1.7% for
Whites and 4.8% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 73.2% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Charleston County has decreased by 48.S
Overall, it has decreased by 60.5% for Whites, and decreased by 41.5% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 1,937 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the

Solicitor for delinquency; of these, 14.1% were age 12 or younger, 32.4% were 13 or 14, and 53.5% were 15 or older.
Of the referrals to the family court, 8.7% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug

trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 139 juvenile cases constituting 4.8% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include

truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.
Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 26.1% lived in families with income under $10,000,

39.5% with $10,000-$19,999 and 34.4% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 14.8% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 57.4% lived in a single parent household, 23.4% lived with other relatives, and 4.4% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

37.3% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 57.7% had at least one prior

referral and 23.7% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 2.1% had been referred by the age of 10, 12.3% by the age of 12, and 28.1% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 1,029 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 7.4% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 93 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 1,555 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 8.2% of their age group: 5.3% for White and
11.7% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 72 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 17 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 20 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 9 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Charleston County. The
37.0% of children in single-parent families, 23.3% in poverty, 45.0% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school
students using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many
children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community
citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
87.1% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 57.2% are born to married parents, and 63.0% lived in
two-parent families; 76.7% were not poor and 55.1% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 89.5% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 84.0% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 59.7% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 66.4% for 8th grade reading, 63.1% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 55.0% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 66.3% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 43.5% of
3rd graders and 25.7% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 31.7% of 3rd graders and
19.3% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. scicidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.org
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Charleston County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent 1980'
Year

1990'
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 Rank 199,

Health
Low Birth Weight 2001 478 486 481 +0.6% -1.0% 9.6 8.4 10.5 9.7% 24 5% 32MEMEIMIIECJI 186 173 210 +12.9% +21.4% 6.8 5.4 8.0 17.6% MICOMMINEEI

=BO=ICIIIMEI
=gm

African American and Other babies WCIMINIEEMENNIggfra 12.9 12.3 14.0 8.5%
Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 2,023 2,875 868 +57.1% -69.8% 40.5 49.9 19.0 -53.1% 61 9%

1.1022INIIMMIMIWhite babies Erla 748 1,240 351 -53.1% -71.7% 27.4 38.6 13.3 -51.5%
-52.6%African American and Other babies Mil 1,275 1,634 517 -59.5% -68.4% 56.3 64.2 26.7

Infant Mortality 2001 236 210 136 -42.4% -35.2% 1.6 1.2 1.0 -36.6% 19 4% 19

White babies NEM 98 61 40 -59.2% -34.4% 1.2 0.7 0.5 -56.6%
-20.0%

=BM NMIMEE,E=nAfrican American and Other babies Er ill 138 149 96 -30.4% -35.6% 2.0 1.9 1.6

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 383 279 219 -42.8% -21.5% 7.7 4.8 4.8 -37.4% -0.9% 12

White babies r r 120 75 55 -54.2% -26.7% 4.4 2.3 2.1 -52.2% -10 1% alliarl
African American and Other babies r r 263 204 164 -37.6% -19.6% 11.6 8.0 8.5 -27.1% 5.6% MED

Births to mothers under 20 2001 926 762 588 -36.5% -22.8% 18.5 13.2 12.9 -30.4% 2 5%IMIUMIII
1.0211111=11

12 5%

10

6

White babies 2001 374 282 192 -48.7% +31.9% 13.7 8.8 7.3 -46.7%

African American and Other babies rr 552 480 396 -28.3% +17.5% 24.4 18.8 20.4 -16.2%

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 1,355 1,225 853 -37.0% -30.4% 27.1 21.3 18.6 -31.4%MEEMD21 rr 580 486 310 -46.6% -36.2% 21.2 15.1 11.8 -44.5% IN=
11111M111111111r3

Mal
African American and Other babies NM 775 739 543 -29.9% -26.5% 34.2 29.0 28.0 -18.1%

Births to single mothers"" 2001 1,312 1,924 1,957 +49.2% +1.7% 26.3 33.4 42.8 63.0% 28 2% 25

MEM1211.111111MIE311
African American and Other babies r r

206
1,106

413 530 +157.3% +28.3% 7.5 12.9 20.1 166.4% =EaliffKiallffiej37

1,511 1,427 +29.0% -5.6% 48.8 59.3 73.6 50.8%

Children in single parent families 2000 17,239 18,953 23,388 +35.7% +23.4% 24.9 30.0 37.0 48.5% 23 2% 44

White 2000 5,869 5,611 6,361 +8.4% +13.4% 14.0 15.9 18.8 34.6% 18.6% 46

African American and Other 2000 11,247 13,174 17,027 +51.4% +29.2% 38.4 47.9 57.7 50.2% MEM 46

1,348 505 -57.8%

Educat
62.5% 36.0

o
29.7 19Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 1,196 16.0 -55.6% -46.1%

INIEMMIKU=maMSEEZTErra 217 197 62 -71.4% -68.5% 27.5 20.7 9.2 -66.5%

White females 113:711 122 130 27 -77.9% -79.2% 17.6 13.9 4.3 -75.6%

African American and Other males VW= 487 558 245 -49.7% -56.1% 50.4 41.5 25.2 -50.0% MEM 12

African American and Other females .0011 370 463 170 -54.1% -63.3% 42.4 35.2 19.5 -54.0% NZ=Mika
Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 972 1,173 623 -35.9% -46.9% 29.4 28.2 16.6 -43.5% - 41.1% 40

White males 2000 233 153 67 -71.2% -56.2% 29.2 17.0 8.6 -70.5% MIEgla 39

White females 2000 117 134 43 -63.2% -67.9% 16.8 15.3 6.4 -61.9% MISBMIlra
African American and Other males 2000 378 525 326 -13.8% -37.9% 41.0 44.2 28.0 -31.7% MEMmiEri
African American and Other females 2000 242 356 186 -23.1% -47.8% 27.9 29.8 16.8 -39.8% maar33mom

Grade 3 Math below standards-- 2002 1,147 609 930 -18.9% +52.7% 33.7 16.3 29.7 -11.9% 82 2% 10

White males NEM 193 44 64 -66.8% +45.5% 23.9 5.5 10.8 -54.8% MIMINIMIn
White females WIZ 151 48 65 -57.0% +35.4% 20.1 6.2 10.8 -46.3% =ZSwow
African American and Other males NEM 439 250 432 -1.6% +72.8% 47.8 23.4 44.9 -6.1% 1111171E11 MEM
African American and Other females EMI 361 262 369 +2.2% +40.8% 39.6 24.0 38.0 -4.0% MIECE3MIMI

Grade 3 Readin below standards 2002 963 375 667 -30.7% +77.9% 28.3 10.0 21.4 -24.4% 114 0% 11

White males EEN 158 32 47 -70.3% +46.9% 19.5 4.0 7.9 -59.5% MEM 4

White females rr 98 16 25 -74.5% +56.3% 13.0 2.1 4.2 -67.7% 100.0% 8

African American and Other males 2002 412 176 372 -9.7% +111.4% 44.8 16.5 38.8 -13.4% MaNZI 4

African American and Other females 2002 291 148 223 -23.4% +50.7% 31.9 13.5 23.0 -27.9% MOM 6

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 546 1,072 924 +69.2% -13.8% 19.9 30.1 26.3 32.2% 12.6% 5

White males 1998 99 159 74 -25.3% -53.5% 14.1 20.0 10.1 -28.4% IMEMI 3

White females 1998 61 88 59 -3.3% -33.0% 10.2 12.6 8.4 -17.6% Nommin
African American and Other males 1998 220 452 445 +102.3% -1.5% 31.6 46.2 43.5 37.7% muzi
African American and Other females 1998 159 372 346 +117.6% -7.0% 22.0 34.2 33.8 53.6% -1.2%

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
- Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Charleston County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators

Grade 8 Math below state standards"
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Grade 8 Readin below state standards"
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Education continued'

Most
Recent Yea

2002
2002
2002
2002

1980*

2,148
284
302

2002
2002
2002
2002
2002

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem.t

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24

White males
White females

2002
1998
1998
1998

1,784
221
191

1998
1998

2002

2002
2002

NA
NA

194
125

2000-02
2000-02
2000-02
2000-02

2000

NA

African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Povert Rate
White children
African American and Other children

Income of Families w/children 1999 $

NA

2000
2000
2000

White families
African American and Other families

2000
2000
2000

316
187
436
292

12,064

4,276
2,376
3,361
2,051

18,455
3,837

14,503

$ 42,354
$ 50,065

29,473

Number Percent

1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

624 1,226 -42.9% +96.5% 64.0 23.5 40.3 -37.0%

65 100 -64.8% 53.8% 40.9 10.2 16.0 -60.9%

74 97 -67.9% +31 1% 43.2 13.3 16.3 -62.3%

243 537 -33.0% +121.0% 79.3 34.4 57.9 27.0%

240 492 -34.5% 105.0% 79.9 31.9 55.2 -30.9%

510 1,021 -42.8% 100.2% 52.4 19.2 33.6 -35.9%

63 82 -62.9% 30.2% 31.5 9.9 13.1 58.4%

60 61 -68.1% +1.7% 26.9 10.8 10.3 -61.7%

231 499 -32.8% +116.0% 72.4 32.4 53.9 -25.6%

154 379 -38.9% +146.1% 65.2 20.5 42.5 -34.8%

706 867 NA 22.8% NA 24.8 27.7 NA

92 NA NA NA NA 14.8 7.8 NA

52 NA NA NA NA 8.6 9.2 NA

323 NA NA NA NA 40.4 43.3 NA

236 NA NA NA NA 29.1 36.8 NA

551 874 -36.3% +58.6% 45.3 27.5 36.9 -18.5%

75 84 -56.7% 12.0% 25.8 15.5 16.0 -38 0%

50 82 -34.4% 64.0% 18.8 10.4 15.3 -18.6%

210 289 -41.7% +37.6% 66.8 46.1 55.5 -16.9%

213 413 -24.4% 93.9% 64.0 36.7 53.1 -17.0%

1,171 1,150 -6.5% -1.8% 36.8 36.5 35.6 -3.2%

312 199 -37.0% -36.2% 38.9 39.5 31.4 -19.5%

175 128 -31.2% -26.5% 26.1 25.1 20.5 -21.7%

419 471 +8.0% +12.5% 45.4 46.9 50.6 11.5%

267 353 +20.8% +32.3% 34.0 32.0 33.9 -0.1%

8,025 5,693 -52.8% -29.1% 23.1 19.1 12.5 - 46.0%

2,265 NA NA NA 18.8 13.8 NA NA

1,604 NA NA NA 17.6 13.3 NA NA

2,306 NA NA NA 41.5 32.6 NA NA

1.850 NA NA NA 26.0 29.4 NA NA

:conomics
18,965 16,932 -8.3% -10.7% 24.0 26.0 23.3 -2.9%

3,228 2,699 -29.7% -16.4% 9.1 8.6 7.4 -18.7%

15,737 14,233 -1.9% -9.6% 41.9 44.5 38.9 -7.1%

$ 47,098 $58,171 +37.3% +23.5% NA NA NA NA

$ 58,772 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

$ 29,655 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Factors

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

71.5%
56.9%
22.6%
68.3%
73.0%
75.0%
32.3%

4.6%
66.4%

107.3%
11.7%

-47.3%
7.0%

20.4%
44.7%

-2.4%

-20.7%
-18.5%

7.8%
6.2%

NA
NA
NA
NA

-10.4%
-14.0%
-12.5%

NA
NA
NA

Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 594 447 291 -51.0% -34.9% 5.8 5.5 3.2 -44.8% -41.8%

White 2001 239 155 83 -65.3% -46.5% 4.3 3.5 1.7 -60.0% -51.4%

African American and Other 2001 355 292 208 -41.4% -28.8% 7.7 8.1 4.8 -37.7% -40.7%

Delinquency 2002 504 723 1,029 +104.2% +42.3% 3.1 5.8 7.4 138.6% 27.5%

White males 2002 149 198 203 +36.2% +2.5% 2.8 5.1 5.6 100.3% 10.0%

White females 2002 70 99 78 +11.4% -21.2% 1.7 3.4 2.1 23.7% -38.2%

African American and Other males 2002 233 306 504 +116.3% +64.7% 6.7 11.0 15.4 130.0% 40.1%

African American and Other females 2002 52 120 244 +369.2% +103.3% 1.5 4.2 7.4 391.4% 75.5%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 13,570 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 9,542 were White, 3,531

were African-American, and 497 were other races. There were 11,694 children under age 18 in 1990, 12,700 in 1980,

13,105 in 1970, and 14,097 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.8% of the

population in 2000, down from 40.0% in 1960, 35.6% in 1970, and 31.0% in 1980.
In 2000 the 4,472 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.5% of the overall population: 7.8% of Whites and 10.3% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 3.7% of children in the county, with two or more races" at 1.5% and some other
race alone" at 1.5% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 32.7% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 47.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 55 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 7.9% of

all babies born in the county; 6.5% of all White and 12.0% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 90.9% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.
In 2001, 151 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 21.8% of all born in the

county; 19.1% of all White and 29.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 77.5% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

200
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 219 babies, 31.7% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
30.9% of White and 33.9% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 55.8% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 42.3% had completed 12

grades (39.8% of Whites and 49.2% of African Americans and Others) and 26.0% had more than a high school degree

(29.3% of Whites and 16.9% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 176

babies, 25.4% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 26.2%

and in 1960 it was 13.9%. In 2001, 15.1% of White children and 54.1% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 125 babies, 18.1% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 301, constituting 43.5% of all babies, 30.6% of White babies,

and 79.2% of African-American and Others.

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

*--- AA &O

11 Total

--A White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 854 marriage licenses were issued, while 259 divorce decrees involving 204 children

were filed. In 1970, only 57 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers cf children live in single- parent families. In 2000, 3,784 children
lived with only one parent. This was 32.4% of all children, up from 25.3% in 1990, 16.0% in 1980, and 14.0% in 1970. In

2000, 22.3% of White and 59.0% of African-American and Other children lived in single- parent families. Also in 2000,

1,226 or 32.4% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 22.1% of White and 61.3% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0°/0

1970

1-

1980 1990 2000

--.AA&O
42Total
a- -White
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 67.2% of mothers with children under 6 and 74.2% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 47.0% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:

66.9% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 1,234 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 88.1% of these are in licensed

programs and 11.9% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 71.2% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 10.7% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 3.9% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 14.3% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 74.55 for centers and $ 69.02 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 42.9% of centers with

pre-school staff and 33.3% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying

$6-$8 per hour are 42.9% of centers with pre-school staff and 66.7% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 57.1% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 33.3% of centers most assistants have

only a high school degree. In 42.9% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In

childcare homes, 58.8% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 5.9% have less than

a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 467 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 26.9% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

60.0% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 16.1% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 7.2% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 697 or 5.1% of all children lived with relatives, 230 or 1.7% lived with

non-relatives, 25 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 21 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 506 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 222 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 13.7% for physical abuse, 5.0% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 37.0% for physical neglect, 10.0% for educational neglect, 1.8% for medical neglect, 31.1% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 1.4% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 369 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 48.8% were male, 51.2% were female; 74.3% were White, 25.8% were African-American and
Other. By age, 36.7% were ages 0 - 5, 42.5% were ages 6 12, and 20.8% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
36.9% of the children lived in two-parent families, 35.2% in single parent families, 19.0% with unmarried couples, and

8.9% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 81 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.6 years. The ages of children in foster care were 23.5% 0-2, 9.9% 3-5, 14.8% 6-10, 22.2%

11-13, and 29.6% 14 and above. The foster care population is 55.6% males and 44.4% females. Regarding their future,
25.9% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 45.7% for return to a parent or guardian, 4.9% for placement

with a relative, 16.1% for independent living, 7.4% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.87 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.50 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary

for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 2,283 children and youth under the age of 18 lived in 1,156 families with incomes below

poverty, comprising 17.0% of all children and youth: 13.6% of Whites and 25.0% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.
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Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999

19.5%17.0%
12.1%13.6%
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AA&O

0 1989
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 19.5%, it was

17.2% in 1979 and 21.3% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 16.1% of children 0 - 5

(12.9% White, 23.2% African-American and Other), and 17.6% of children 6 - 17 (14.0% White, 25.9% African-
Americ an and Other), lived in poverty; 15.2% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate

among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the

economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 31.2% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 8.8% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up

73.1% of all the county's children living in poverty.
In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty

threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 6,236 children ages 0-17 who were less

than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 3,953 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,015 7.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 2,283 17.0% 1,281 13.6% 1,002 25.0%

Under 125% 3,251 24.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 4,294 31.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 5,294 39.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 5,684 42.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 6,236 46.4% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 13,570 9,542 4,028

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $44,623. In 1989 it was $40,415, and 1979, it

was $41,712, adjusted for, inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$23,810 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $55,332 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to

2000, Cherokee County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 3.1%.

Child Support Payments: There were 288' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 21.9 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 230,

including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 1,000 parents

in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average cf $ 217. Information is not available regarding the

amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through

adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 148, or 21.4% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 167,

or 24.1% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 100 or 19.6% of Whites and 67 or 36.6% of

African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 4 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 78 or 11.3% of all babies in the county

were born with low birthweight: 16.9% of African-American and Other babies and 9.2% of White babies. During 1999-

2001, approximately 45 or 2.0% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.9% of White babies and 2.5% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $14,757 and $75,507 for each very low birthweight

baby, compared with $2,166 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,142,694 for

all low birthweight babies, of which $660,066 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate increased by 100.5% from

6.1 to 12.3 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate increased 119.1% from 4.7 to 10.4 per 1000 live births, while for

African-Americans and Others the rate increased 91.7% from 9.3 to 17.9 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period

1999-2001, 17 White and 10 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 7 White and

6 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 204



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Cherokee County went to the emergency room 1,675 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,

and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 4 White and 1 African-American and Other children

ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 14 White and 1 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 49.7% of children less than two years old seen in public fralth clinics were

not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen

in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 13.8%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through

sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15

year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as

15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,

research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thr(

month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 500 to 750 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(

for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 3 reported cases of children under age 15 and 33 youth ages 1.f.

19 infected with gonorrhea; 3 youth under 15 and 50 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi

undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mar

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f

20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use: Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 15.1% first smoked by age 11, 34.0% by age 13, and 48.9% by age 15. In a typical

month, 21.3% of 7th and 8th graders and 26.6% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much

more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 30.2% of White male and 28.6% of White female 7th to 12th graders used

cigarettes, as compared with 9.5% of African-American males and 13.3% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (7.6%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males

(19.5% compared with 1.6% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but

county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Cherokee County. There was

partial participation: only grades 8, 10 and 12.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national

reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,357 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen

(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).
Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 547 students in grades 1-

with learning disabilities and 265 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.
Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For

example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 4 in

Cherokee County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: g13% for substantial functional impairment and 5.9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in

the county there are 12% or 813 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment

and 8% or 542 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 1,037 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 728 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,764 uninsured children in Cherokee County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the

county, this would suggest the need for 12 nurses, compared with 7 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Cherokee County has increased by 101.9% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 43.9% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$14.0 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Cherokee County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 5,961.

The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 297 159 19 14 489

Children 1 - 5 1,069 676 33 57 1,835

Children 6 - 14 1,574 1,036 37 98 2,745

Children 15 - 18 514 357 9 12 892

Total 3,454 2,228 98 181 5,961

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil

hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, dia rrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke

below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 39.3% for Whites and 40.1% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear

grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

94 children not ready 13.7% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

17 children failing 2.4% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

39 children failing 5.3% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

38 children over-age 5.6% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

165 six and seven year olds and 174 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,

approximately 11.7% and 11.6% of their age groups respectively: 11.9% of White 8 9 year olds were in special

education and 11.1% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 13.7% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 5.6% over age in grade 3, and 11.6% of eight and nine year-olds

placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state ninimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious

handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been

accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 265 speech and language impaired, 547 learning disabled, 20 emotionally

disabled, 81 mentally impaired, and 60 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 11.0% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

220 students did not pass all parts 43.8% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage

of 8th grade students in Cherokee County who did not meet standards declined from 58% to 47.6% in math and from
57.3% to 30.9% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 38.9% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 40.7% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 34.3% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 32.6% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 28.2% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 37.1% in 1990 and 36.2% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 45.7%, but in 2002 26.5% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 53.8% in 1999 and 42.2% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,

geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 25.3% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 851 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 288 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 27.6 22.8 18.8 43.6 40.8

4 25.5 18.9 19.9 38.1 38.2

5 33.6 27.8 22.5 45.2 56.1

6 33.3 29.1 22.0 54.2 45.1

7 43.1 40.4 31.4 66.4 51.3

8 44.9 38.3 32.9 73.2 55.1

Basic

3 39.8 36.8 44.2 40.9 36.7

4 37.4 31.7 42.1 43.8 33.6

5 41.2 40.4 44.1 47.0 30.8

6 41.9 41.7 45.0 35.4 42.2

7 33.0 31.7 38.0 23.4 33.6

8 39.7 43.1 45.3 24.1 36.7

Proficient

3 20.6 25.2 24.0 10.9 12.2

4 20.4 27.3 20.8 11.4 13.6

5 17.7 20.6 24.3 4.3 12.1

6 18.3 21.3 23.0 9.4 10.8

7 14.9 16.5 18.2 8.4 10.9

8 11.6 14.8 16.7 0.9 5.1

Advanced

3 12.0 15.2 13.0 4.5 10.2

4 16.7 22.0 17.2 6.7 14.5

5 7.5 11.2 9.0 3.5 0.9

6 6.5 7.8 10.0 1.0 2.0

7 9.0 11.3 12.4 1.9 4.2

8 3.8 3.8 5.1 1.8 3.1

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 23.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 815
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 253 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 29.4 28.8 17.8 50.9 31.6

4 27.6 22.9 18.6 51.4 32.7

5 34.8 29.6 20.3 56.5 52.3

6 38.6 36.5 25.0 59.8 50.0

7 36.3 33.9 22.7 64.2 43.7

8 39.6 34.8 24.8 72.3 48.0

Basic

3 37.2 38.4 34.1 35.5 42.9

4 46.9 49.8 47.5 41.0 45.5

5 47.7 52.5 51.4 39.1 39.3

6 38.3 41.3 38.0 36.1 34.3

7 45.6 46.5 47.9 34.9 48.7

8 40.2 45.2 43.2 24.1 40.8

Proficient

3 31.1 28.8 46.2 13.6 24.5

4 24.1 26.0 32.1 6.7 20.9

5 16.9 16.1 28.4 4.3 8.4

6 20.3 19.1 32.5 4.1 14.7

7 16.5 18.3 26.0 0.9 7.6

8 18.5 19.0 28.6 3.6 10.2

Advanced

3 2.3 4.0 1.9 0.0 1.0

4 1.4 1.3 1.8 1.0 0.9

5 0.6 1.8 0.0 0.0 0.0

6 2.7 3.0 4.5 0.0 1.0

7 1.6 1.3 3.3 0.0 0.0

8 1.7 1.0 3.4 0.0 1.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

246 students drop out annually 36.9% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 37.1% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 38.8% during 1985-89, and 37.8%

during 1990-94, 36.9% during 1995-97 and 44.9% during 1998-2000*-.
During 2001-02, 96.4% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining

3.6% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 12 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 123

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 25.8% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not

completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 25.5% to 50.0%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation

necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 10.6% 24.2% 34.9% 42.0% 73.0% 26.4%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 10.2% 17.0% 22.6% 27.7% 50.0% 18.4%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 16.0% 23.0% 28.1% 38.1% 63.8% 24.5%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

29.7% 30.4% 3.8% 3.7% 16.7% 12.4% 6.8% 7.5% 14.9% 14.6% 14.8%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

9.8% 9.3% 1.0% 1.8% 7.8% 7.6% 1.1% 2.7% 5.0% 5.3% 5.2%

Been in a fight with
someone? 36.6% 27.2% 22.2% 10.1% 38.9% 24.1% 36.4% 20.0% 31.8% 19.3% 25.5%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 0.5% 2.9% 10.1% 9.4% 9.2% 10.9% 28.4% 32.0% 9.6% 10.8% 10.2%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

4.2% 5.9% 10.7% 8.1% 17.4% 12.0% 17.2% 24.4% 10.6% 10.4% 10.5%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

39.2% 28.2% 24.8% 21.0% 46.1% 33.4% 29.9% 22.9% 33.7% 25.4% 29.5%

Been suspended
from school? 15.0% 13.4% 9.2% 8.1% 23.3% 17.8% 10.6% 6.4% 13.6% 11.0% 12.3%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.5% 11.2% 7.2% 6.5% 13.8% 23.0% 7.2% 3.8% 10.0% 10.0% 10.0%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 10.5% NA 5.2% NA 6.5% NA 10.7% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 5.3% 5.8% 1.9% 1.6% 4.7% 7.1% NA% NA% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

13.8% 10.1% 25.8% 23.1% 24.1% 15.4% 22.4% 26.8% 21.1% 18.3% 19.7%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.3% 8.0% 12.3% 10.8% 1.2% 2.1% 2.3% 16.3% 7.1% 9.5% 8.3%

ource: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they

would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 32.3% middle school, 45.9% high school;

-saw a student with a handgun at school: 16.1% middle school, 19.9% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 20.7% middle school, 30.3% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 31.5% middle school, 58.7% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 20.4% of 7th and 8th graders and 33.6% of high schoolers said they

had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 29.4% had used it in the past month, compared with
20.0% of African-American males; likewise, 28.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 22.8%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 11.0% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 25.8% by age 13, and 53.3% by age 15.

During the previous year, 20.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 27.3% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 12.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 31.4% of eighth
graders and 70.2% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.1% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 45.0% of eighth graders and 46.3% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 9.1% of 76 and 8th graders and 18.4% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur

12.7% of all county students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.3% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 18.8% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 9.4% 5 or me
Among seniors, 20.3% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.3% 5 or more; however 18.6% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 12.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 24.8% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 21.9% of White males, 20.5% WI

females, 14.8% of African-American males, and 12.9% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug

at an early age: 4.5% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.8% had used a drug by age 13, and 35.6% by ;

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the county who drive and 13.2% of seniors who drive said

that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 19.8% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 6.6% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 59.3% of seniors said

it is easy to get marijuana and 26.2% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among. Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but

county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Cherokee County. There was

partial participation: only grades 8, 10 and 12.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 77 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 86 in 2000 and 66 in 2001. This represented 4.5% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several

times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 3.7% for
Whites and 6.6% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 83.3% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Cherokee County has decreased by 39.1
Overall, it has decreased by 36.2% for Whites, and decreased by 47.2% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 337 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 22.0% were age 12 or younger, 27.6% were 13 or 14, and 50.4% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 7.1% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 226 juvenile cases constituting 47.1% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 17.2% lived in families with income under $10,000,

42.2% with $10,000-$19,999 and 40.5% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 23.8% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 51.2% lived in a single parent household, 22.6% lived with other relatives, and 2.4% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

47.0% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 58.2% had at least one prior

referral and 24.6% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 2.4% had been referred by the age of 10, 8.1% by the age of 12, and 31.9% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 170 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 7.7% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 17 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 434 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 15.6% of their age group: 15.4% for White
and 16.1% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths: During 1997-2001, 26 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the

major cause, resulting in 7 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 3 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-

year period, and 5 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Cherokee County. The 32.4%
of children in single-parent families, 17.0% in poverty, 44.9% not graduating from school, 33.6% of high school students
using alcohol and 24.8% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are

at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

78.2% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 56.5% are born to married parents, and 67.6% lived in
two-parent families; 83.0% were not poor and 53.6% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 88.7% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 86.3% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 55.1% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 60.4% for 8th grade reading, 56.2% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 55.1% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 66.4% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 75.2% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 33.4% of

3rd graders and 20.2% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 32.6% of 3rd graders and

15.4% of 86 graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.
Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. scki dscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelnn
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Cherokee County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent
Year

1980 1990
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 Rank 199,

Health
Low Birth Weight 2001 51 69 78 +52.9% +13.0% 8.0 10.0 11.3 40.5% 13.3% 16

White babies FETINIMMISINI=2.1022331111ECOMEOMBEIMIDISINEEENfligi IIMMEJ
African American and Other babies ECIRIONECJ 32 31 +55.0% -3.1% 9.1 15.0 16.9 86.3% 12.8% Emig

30Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 280 278 167 +40.4% -39.9% 44.2 40.2 24.1 -45,5% -40.0%

White babies - 8 1 1 1 8 1 1 148 100 -32.9% -32.4% 36.0 30.9 19.6 -45.6% -36.6% =In=laAfrican American and Other babies 2001 =MEM 130 67 -48.9% -48.5% 59.6 61.0 36.6 -38.6% -40.0%

Infant Mortality 2001 7 31 13 27 -12.9% +107.7% 1.7 0.6 1.2 -26.0% 100,5% 24

White babies NEIBIIMIIIIWZIEMIIIIMI 1.0 0.5 1.0 7.2% 1/9.1% =Ka
African American and Other babies KM 19 6 10 -47.4% +66.7% 3.0 0.9 1.8 -41.0% 91.7% Min

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 78 84 55 -29.5% -34.5% 12.3 12.1 7.9 -35.8% -34.9% OEM

White babies NIERIMINIZIMEIMMET121 10.4 9.6 6.5 -37.4% -32.3% morn
African American and Other babies 2001 mai imirramEgmEgimmlifo 15.9 17.8 12.0 -24.4% -32.6% NEM

Births to mothers under 20 2001 166 178 151 -9.0% -15.2% 26.2 25.7 21.8 -16.7% -15.2% 44

White babies 2001 108 97 +2.1% +10.2% 22.9 22.5 19.1 -16.8% -15.3% =Kg

I

African American and Other babies 2001 i. 71 70 54 -23.9% +22.9% 32.3 32.9 29.5 -8.6% -10.2% mug
Births to mothers with less than a high school

education
2001 265 219 -21.2% -17.4% 43.8 38,3 31.6 -27.9% -17.5%al

White babies r r 164 39.6 37.2 30.8 -22.2% -17.1% Marni
African American and Other babies 2001 87 62 -45.6% -28.7% 51.8 40.8 33.9 -34.6% -17.1% Min

Births to single mothers 2001 153 248 301 +96.7% +21.4% 24.1 35.8 43.5 80.3% 21.4% 20

White babies 2001 29 107 156 +437.9% +45.8% 7.0 22.3 30.6 336.8% 37.0% IMEEI
African American and Other babies 2001 141 145 +16.9% .2.8% 56.4 66.2 79.2 40.6% 19.7% 'min

Children in single parent families 2000 f 1,870 2,516 3,784 +102.4% +50.4% 16.0 25.3 32.4 102.3% 27.9% 10

White 2000 1,184 1,893 +84.3% +59.9% 10.9 16.0 22.3 104.7% 39.4%

African American and Other 2000 831 1,314 1,891 +127.6% +43.9% 31.5 52.5 59.0 87.3% 12.4%

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 305 141 94 -69.2% -33.3% 42.1 21.4 13.7 -67.5% -36.0% 30

White males 2001 =Ka 47 22 -75.6% -53.2% 37.5 19.9 8.6 -77.1% -56.8%

White females WC:11.121 25 12 -85.7% -52.0% 32.2 12.0 5.8 -82.0% -51.7% 42

African American and Other males 2001 NMI 45 36 -50.0% -20.0% 66.7 39.1 29.8 -55.3% -23.8% mom
African American and Other females 2001 MEI 24 24 -59.3% +0.0% 51.3 24.0 24.2 -52.8% 0.8% 34

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 102 104 45 -55.9% -56.7% 13.7 15.9 6.2 -54.7% -61.0%.1111011
-61.0% =MI

White males 2000 38 1111113.11.MMEEIMINIEW 14,5 17,7 6.9 -52.4%

White females 2000 II=E1 20 14 -44.0% -30.0% 10.1 9.8 5.9 -41.6% -39.8% OMB
African American and Other males 2000 22 29 8 -63.6% -72.4% 19.5 27.6 6.5 -66.7% -76.4% 10

African American and Other females 2000 17 13 5 -70.6% -61.5% 14.6 12.6 4.2 -71.2% -66.7% 17

Grade 3 Math below standards 2002 255 67 184 -27.8% +174.6% 34.0 10.4 27.6 -18.8% 165.4% 11

White males 2002 INEEI 20 57 -38.0% +185.0% 33.5 8.3 22.8 -31.9% 174.7%

White females 11121 67 19 39 -41.8% +105.3% 26.2 9.5 18.8 -28.2% 97.9% 20

African American and Other males 2002 MEM 14 48 -9.4% +242.9% 50.0 13.5 43.6 -12.8% 223.0%

African American and Other females 2002 MEI 14 40 -4.8% +185.7% 37.8 14.4 40.8 7.9% 183.3% 3

Grade 3 Reading below standards- 2002 285 87 196 -31.2% +125.3% 38.0 13.5 29.4 -22.6% 117.8% 25

White males E211.111EMIENEEmogimgmwari 40.4 13.2 28.8 -28.7% 118.2% 41MirrriairlAMEI 13 37 -41.3% +184.6% 24.6 6.5 17.8 -27.6% 173.8%

African American and Other males 2002 Nora 30 56 -8.2% +867% 57.6 28.9 50.9 -11.6% 76.1% 24

African American and Other females 2002 =Ka 12 31 -35.4% +158.3% 43.2 12.4 31.6 -26.9% 154.8% 28

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 243 201 188 -22.6% -6.5% 34.3 32.6 28.7 -16.3% -12.0% 26

White males 1998 54 50 -43.2% -7.4% 36.4 26.0 22.4 -38.5% -13.8% 43

White females 1998 42 50 47 +11.9% -6.0% 18.3 22.8 20.0 9.3% -12.3% 34

1998 69 57 61 -11.6% +7,0% 59.0 57.6 61.9 4.9% 7.5% 38

African American and Other females 1998 44 40 30 -31.8% -25.0% 37.0 44.4 30.8 -16.8% -30.6% 24

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
**1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
*** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Cherokee County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

Ares

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 430 284 293 -31.9% +3.2% 58.0 47.6 44.9 -22.6% -5.7%

White males 2002 131 86 80 -38.9% -7.0% 47.3 41.1 38.3 -19.0% -6.8%

White females 2002 147 86 77 -47.6% -10.5% 53.8 40.0 32.9 -38.8% -17.8%

African American and Other males 2002 79 57 82 +3.8% +4a 9% 81.4 64.8 73.2 -10,1% 13.0%

African American and Other females 2002 73 55 54 -26.0% -1.8% 77.7 64.7 55.1 -29. /% -14.8%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 429 184 259 -39.6% +40.8% 57.3 30.9 39.6 -30.9% 28.2%

White males 2002 155 62 73 -52.9% +17.7% 55.4 29.7 34.8 -37.2% 17.2%

White females 2002 116 50 58 -50.0% +16.0% 42.3 23.4 24.8 -41.4% 6.0%

African American and Other males 2002 86 46 81 -5.8% +76.1% 86.9 52.9 72.3 -16.8% 36.7%

African American and Other females 2002 72 26 47 -34.7% +80.8% 75.8 30.6 48.0 -36.7% 56.9%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 216 189 NA -12.5% NA 37.1 31.9 NA -14.0%

White males 1998 NA 82 NA NA NA NA 37.8 32.9 NA -13.0%

White females 1998 NA 43 NA NA NA NA 21.7 16.4 NA -24.4%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 55 NA NA NA NA 66.3 54.3 NA -18.1%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 36 NA NA NA NA 42.9 44.8 NA 4.4%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 346 217 220 -36.4% +1.4% 51.3 38.7 43.8 -14.6% 13.2%

White males 2002 98 63 57 -41.8% -9.5% 41.0 34.8 33.7 -17.8% -3.2%

White females 2002 97 49 64 -34.0% +30.6% 40.4 24.8 36.8 -8.9% 48.4%

African American and Other males 2002 73 55 55 -24.7% +0.0% 78.5 72.4 67.9 -13.5% -6.2%

African American and Other females 2002 78 49 44 -43.6% -10.2% 76.5 47.1 56.4 -26.3% 19.7%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 241 301 246 +2.2% -18.2% 32.1 38.4 36.9 14.8% -4.0%

White males 2000-02 95 129 107 +13.2% -16.7% 34.9 45.2 42.8 22.5% -5.4%

White females 2000-02 79 98 69 -11.7% -28.9% 28.3 37.2 32.2 13.6% -13.5%

African American and Other males 2000-02 30 46 37 +25.4% -18.7% 31.6 38.2 36.9 16.9% -3.6%

African American and Other females 2000-02 39 30 33 -14.3% +11.9% 35.2 24.8 32.1 -8.6% 29.7%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 1,638 1,635 1,986 +21.2% +21.5% 34.5 35.1 25.8 -25.3% -26.6%

White males NA 618 725 NA NA NA 34.6 39.2 NA NA NA

White females NA 553 579 NA NA NA 30.8 32.4 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 198 163 NA NA NA 39.1 36.4 NA NA NA

African Ameriran and Other females NA 269 168 NA NA NA 41.1 291 NA NA NA

gcP.RP!TI_
+6.1% +1.8%

cs
17.2 19.5 17.0 -1.2%

Povert Rate 2000 2,152 2,242 2,283 -12.8%

White children 2000 1,014 973 1,281 +26.3% +31.7% 10.8 12.1 13.6 25.9% 12.4%

African American and Other children 2000 1,078 1,269 1,002 -7.1% -21.0% 35.8 36.7 25.0 -30.1% -31.8%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 41,712 $ 40,415 $ 44,623 +7.0% +10.4% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 43,790 $ 44,489 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 32,529 $ 25,861 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Fa tors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 87 105 66 -24.1% -37.1% 5.9 7.4 4.5 -24.0% -39.2%

White 2001 47 57 39 -17.0% -31.6% 4.3 5.8 3.7 -14.2% -36.2%

African American and Other 2001 40 48 27 -32.5% -43.8% 10.8 11.2 6.6 -38.9% -41.1%

Delinquency 2002 87 156 170 +95.4% +9.0% 4.0 7.4 7.7 93.2% 4.0%

White males 2002 32 76 57 +78.1% -25.0% 3.9 9.5 7.1 82.7% -25.0%

White females 2002 20 26 59 +195.0% +126.9% 2.5 3.2 7.7 206.5% 139.4%

African American and Other males 2002 26 40 36 +38.5% -10.0% 10.1 16.8 11.3 11.4% -33.0%

African American and Other females 2002 9 14 18 +100.0% +28.6% 3.3 5.5 5.6 70.5% 2.3%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
"BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Chester
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 9,167 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 4,577 were White, 4,394

were African-American, and 196 were other races. There were 8,988 children under age 18 in 1990, 9,354 in 1980,

10,979 in 1970, and 12,727 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.9% of the

population in 2000, down from 41.2% in 1960, 36.8% in 1970, and 31.0% in 1980.

In 2000 the 2,778 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.2% of the overall population: 7.2% of Whites and 9.3% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 2.1% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.0% and American
Indian and Alaska Native Alone at 0.4% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 32.9% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 44.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 23 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 5.3% of

all babies born in the county; 3.1% of all White and 7.7% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 95.7% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 80 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 18.4% of all born in the

county; 10.6% of all White and 27.1% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of

20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 90.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 106 babies, 24.4% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,

21.1% of White and 28.0% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 55.1% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 46.8% had completed 12

grades (45.4% of Whites and 48.3% of African Americans and Others) and 28.8% had more than a high school degree

(33.5% of Whites and 23.7% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 141

babies, 32.5% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 41.0%

and in 1960 it was 16.4%. In 2001, 14.1% of White children and 52.7% of African-American and Other children were

born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 73 babies, 16.8% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 214, constituting 49.3% of all babies, 26.9% of White babies,

and 73.9% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA &O

'Hi Total
A White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single

mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 239 marriage licenses were issued, while 129 divorce decrees involving 115 children

were filed. In 1970, only 84 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 2,923 children

lived with only one parent. This was 38.3% of all children, up from 30.9% in 1990, 20.1% in 1980, and 14.3% in 1970. In

2000, 21.9% of White and 57.1% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,

838 or 35.8% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 17.8% of White and 60.4% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and

employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 72.2% of mothers with children under 6 and 76.8% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 44.0% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:

68.9% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 624 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 89.7% of these are in licensed

programs and 10.3% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 84.0% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than

12 children, 8.7% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 5.8% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 1.6% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 65.36 for centers and $ 56.31 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 33.3% of centers with

pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-

$8 per hour are 66.7% of centers with pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers

with limited education. In 66.7% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 0% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 33.3% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare

homes, 50% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 16.7% have less than a high

school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 289 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 21.3% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

60.2% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 12.8% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large comber of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 6.7% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 413 or 4.5% of all children lived with relatives, 175 or 1.9% lived with

non-relatives, 18 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 5 or 0.1% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 160 investigations ino reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 60 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 13.4% for physical abuse, 7.5% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental

injury, 26.9% for physical neglect, 7.5% for educational neglect, 1.5% for medical neglect, 40.3% for threat of harm for

physicaUsexual abuse, and 3.0% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 113 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 48.6% were male, 51.4% were female; 47.8% were White, 52.2% were African-American and

Other. By age, 43.8% were ages 0 - 5, 35.7% were ages 6 - 12, and 20.5% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

37.2% of the children lived in two-parent families, 46.9% in single parent families, 5.3% with unmarried couples, and

10.6% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 32 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.6 years. The ages of children in foster care were 18.8% 0-2, 12.5% 3-5, 25.0% 6-10, 9.4%

11-13, and 34.4% 14 and above. The foster care population is 56.3% males and 43.8% females. Regarding their future,

50.0% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 12.5% for return to a parent or guardian, 0.0% for placement

with a relative, 28.1% for independent living, 9.4% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.72 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.43 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more

adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary

for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,938 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 852 families with incomes below

poverty, comprising 21.5% of all children and youth: 10.3% of Whites and 32.7% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 22.8%, it was

23.5% in 1979 and 32.0% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 24.5% of children 0 - 5

(8.8% White, 42.3% African-American and Other), and 19.9% of children 6 - 17 (9.5% White, 29.4% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 14.9% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among

the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the

economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 37.1% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 9.4% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single parent families made up

63.0% of all the county's children living in poverty.
In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty

threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 4,433 children ages 0-17 who were less

than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 2,495 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,085 12.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 1,938 21.5% 459 10.3% 1,479 32.7%

Under 125% 2,553 28.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 3,250 36.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 3,834 42.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 4,040 44.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 4,433 49.3% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 9,167 4,577 4,590

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2303, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $41,562. In 1989 it was $39,787, and 1979, it

was $38,528, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single -parent families with children was
$24,340 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $52,502 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Chester County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 2.2%.

Child Support Payments: There were 3957 families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 27.6 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 234,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 808 parents

in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 213. Information is not available regarding the

amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through

adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 91, or 21.0% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 111,

or 25.6% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 43 or 18.9% of Whites and 68 or 32.9% of

African-Americans and Others. In that same year, women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 38 or 8.8% of all babies in the county were

born with low birthweight: 9.7% of African-American and Other babies and 7.9% of White babies. During 1999-2001,

approximately 29 or 2.1% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:

1.8% of White babies and 2.3% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low

birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $14,839 and $85,360 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $2,080 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $889,395 for all low birthweight

babies, of which $638,481 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 52.8% from

16.6 to 7.9 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 65.6% from 8.1 to 2.8 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 44.7% from 23.8 to 13.1 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year

period 1999-2001, 2 White and 9 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 6 White

and 21 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 222



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Chester County went to the emergency room 1,275 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 3 White and 1 African-American and Other children

ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 4 White and 8 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 42.1% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 5.9%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,

research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 349 to 524 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identith

for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 1 reported cases of children under age 15 and 14 youth ages 1

19 infected with gonorrhea; 2 youth under 15 and 85 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mat

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 20.2% first smoked by age 11, 42.9% by age 13, and 60.7% by age 15. In a typical

month, 26.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 33.7% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much

more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 39.5% of White male and 39.6% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 29.0% of African-American males and 17.7% of African American females. A smaller but

significant group of high school students (4.6%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.8% compared with 0.9% of all other race and sex groups).

BEST COPY AVAIIIABLIE

Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent 2b2t9ce abuse and risk-taking.



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national

reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17

are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development:
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 917 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an

many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.
Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron

bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen

(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).
Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 479 students in grades 1-

with learning disabilities and 211 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.
Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For

example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 10 in

Chester County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form

of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantia 1 functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in

the county there are 12% or 585 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment

and 8% or 390 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so

sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator

of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth

with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the

county, there are 737 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 470 children above

200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,207 uninsured children in Chester County. The number lacking

basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,

this would suggest the need for 8 nurses, compared with 4 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into

Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Chester County has increased by 87.5% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus

Medicaid and PHC were serving 48.9% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$10.5 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Chester County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 4,486. The

total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 129 185 2 10 326
Children 1 - 5 450 763 2 33 1,248
Children 6 - 14 741 1,383 11 74 2,209
Children 15 - 18 237 458 0 8 703

Total 1,557 2,789 15 125 4,486

Ambulatory Care : When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typicall
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 40.0% for Whites and 41.7% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

58 children not ready 11.3% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

41 children failing 7.9% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

95 children failing 18.0% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

193 children over-age 36.2% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
154 six and seven year olds and 151 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 14.9% and 14.1% of their age groups respectively: 16.7% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 11.8% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 11.3% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 36.2% over age in grade 3, and 14.1% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 211 speech and language impaired, 479 learning disabled, 28 emotionally

disabled, 145 mentally impaired, and 46 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 14.3% of all students in grades 1 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

129 students did not pass all parts 46.7% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Chester County who did not meet standards declined from 67.8% to 39.2% in math and from
61.1% to 32.6% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 58.6% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 45.2% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 48% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 43.4% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 49.8% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 49.7% in 1990 and 43.1% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 56.0%, but in 2002 35.3% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 63.0% in 1999 and 54.1% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 30.8% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 877 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 391 at 1999 performance rates.

I I

90

70

60

10

0

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8

3rd 8th

Total

3rd

WM

8th 3rd

WF

8th 3rd I 8th

AA&OM

3rd 8th

AA&OF

13 1999

2002

227



Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 29.8 23.6 22.8 40.0 31.8

4 34.4 29.4 20.7 43.0 43.4

5 42.3 29.4 31.4 51.6 54.7

6 45.5 29.6 29.3 54.4 61.9
7 55.0 48.8 44.1 60.8 64.7

8 59.9 57.5 46.1 73.6 62.9

Basic

3 47.4 43.9 46.5 45.4 53.5

4 40.7 34.6 44.6 47.1 37.9

5 41.9 47.8 43.0 37.1 40.6
6 39.3 41.7 44.4 39.0 33.6

7 33.4 31.5 44.1 28.8 30.2

8 34.4 35.4 44.3 24.5 32.8

Proficient

3 14.9 17.1 21.1 8.5 14.0

4 14.1 21.3 19.0 4.1 11.7

5 9.6 11.8 14.9 8.2 3.9

6 10.7 19.1 21.2 3.7 3.0
7 7.9 9.4 10.2 8.8 3.6

8 5.3 7.1 8.7 1.8 3.4

Advanced

3 7.9 15.4 9.6 6.2 0.8

4 10.7 14.7 15.7 5.8 6.9

5 6.3 11.0 10.7 3.1 0.8

6 4.5 9.6 5.1 2.9 1.5

7 3.7 10.2 1.7 1.6 1.4

8 0.4 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.9

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 30.0% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 710

students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 304 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 26.6 20.3 14.0 38.5 31.8

4 36.1 35.3 20.7 49.6 38.6

5 37.2 27.9 14.9 54.4 46.9
6 39.2 30.4 22.4 54.9 43.3
7 39.5 34.1 16.5 53.7 51.1

8 48.4 48.2 26.1 67.3 52.6

Basic

3 40.7 39.0 36.0 43.1 44.2
4 46.7 50.0 40.5 43.8 51.0

5 48.1 57.4 56.2 36.3 45.3

6 40.6 42.6 37.8 36.8 44.8
7 45.1 46.5 53.9 37.4 43.2

8 39.1 43.9 45.2 29.1 37.9

Proficient

3 30.0 38.2 43.9 17.7 22.5

4 16.1 13.2 36.4 6.6 9.7

5 13.6 13.2 25.6 9.4 7.8

6 16.5 21.7 32.7 6.0 10.4

7 13.8 17.1 26.1 8.9 5.0

8 11.6 7.9 27.0 3.6 7.8

Advanced

3 2.6 2.4 6.1 0.8 1.6

4 1.1 1.5 2.5 0.0 0.7

5 1.1 1.5 3.3 0.0 0.0

6 3.8 5.2 7.1 2.3 1.5

7 1.6 2.3 3.5 0.0 0.7

8 0.9 0.0 1.7 0.0 1.7

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

215 students drop out annually 43.3% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 36.0% of 8th graders

failed to graduate from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 26.8% during 1985-89, and 22.6%

during 1990-94, 36.7% during 1995-97 and 43.4% during 1998-2000**.
During 2001-02, 93.7% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining

6.3% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the websitc2



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 27 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 69

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 20.6% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 26.6% to 61.9%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 19.2% 26.3% 38.4% 64.1 % 86.1% 33.8%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 17.1% 17.5% 27.1% 45.9% 45.9% 23.5%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 14.8% 20.6% 26.1% 45.5% 72.1 % 24.6%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

31.3% 35.7% 7.7% 6.9% 24.6% 22.5% 7.1% 10.5% 17.6% 18.4% 18.1%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

9.9% 15.0% 2.8% 2.0% 15.0% 14.7% 5.7% 5.9% 8.4% 9.1% 8.8%

Been in a fight with
someone? 45.1% 32.2% 23.1% 23.1% 47.5% 25.8% 35.1% 22.5% 37.7% 25.8% 31.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 3.9% 1.8% 9.8% 12.9% 8.4% 4.6% 26.1% 31.0% 12.1% 13.4% 12.9%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

8.7% 6.9% 7.4% 12.0% 17.3% 10.5% 16.2% 17.1% 12.5% 11.9% 12.1%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

47.7% 44.8% 46.5% 38.4% 53.9% 41.9% 50.5% 40.8% 49.7% 41.4% 45.0%

Been suspended
from school? 18.9% 17.7% 9.2% 11.3% 31.5% 25.3% 20.5% 13.0% 19.9% 16.5% 18.0%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 13.4% 19.8% 10.7% 13.1% 18.8% 12.0% 12.0% 10.0% 13.7% 13.6% 13.6%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.1% NA 10.0% NA 7.4% NA 5.0% NA 9.2% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 5.9% 7.1% 2.9% 4.4% 9.1% 9.1% 2.1% 2.2% 5.0% 5.5% 5.3%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

16.0% 17.8% 26.2% 32.4% 15.5% 11.0% 28.5% 22.4% 21.7% 21.3% 21.5%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

9.5% 9.7% 10.7% 16.5% 6.9% 2.3% 5.6% 7.9% 8.1% 9.3% 8.8%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they

would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 31.3% middle school, 48.4% high school;

saw a student with a handgun at school: 24.2% middle school, 23.4% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 25.7% middle school, 32.9% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 34.0% middle school, 64.3% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 21.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 41.0% of high schoolers said they

had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 40.1% had used it in the past month, compared with
29.7% of African-American males; likewise, 36.4% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 30.2%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.4% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 35.4% by age 13, and 65.0% by age 15.

During the previous year, 23.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 36.6% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 24.7% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 42.7% of eighth
graders and 68.5% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 69.4% of eighth graders and 76.4% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 46.5% of eighth graders and 61.0% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 9.6% of 7th and 8th graders and 23.6% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur

16.9% of all county students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 9.1% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 22.1% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 12.2% 5 or me
Among seniors, 25.2% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.3% 5 or more; however 25.8% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 11.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 24.6% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 28.9% of White males, 20.6% WI

females, 21.2% of African-American males, and 9.2% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug 1

at an early age: 6.5% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 19.2% had used a drug by age 13, and 39.3% by ;

15.
In the past year, 14.0% of all high school students in the county who drive and 20.7% of seniors who drive said

that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 24.8% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 11.3% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 66.2% of seniors said

it is easy to get marijuana and 27.7% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 1 1 th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 52 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 52 in 2000 and 32 in 2001. This represented 3.2% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.0% for
Whites and 4.5% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 71.9% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Chester County has decreased by 47.2
Overall, it has decreased by 41.2% for Whites, and decreased by 53.1% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 133 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 11.3% were age 12 or younger, 30.8% were 13 or 14, and 57.9% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 14.7% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug

trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 27 juvenile cases constituting 17.3% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 9.7% lived in families with income under $10,000,

19.4% with $10,000-$19,999 and 71.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 19.4% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 55.9% lived in a single parent household, 24.7% lived with other relatives, and 0.0% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

35.5% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 45.9% had at least one prior

referral and 18.8% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 3.3% had been referred by the age of 10, 9.9% by the age of 12, and 24.0% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 76 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 5.0% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 14 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02

30%-"'
25%'

20%'

15%' 9.3%

5.8%
10%'

2.4% 2.2%V
5%-

0%
White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

Not in School or Employed During 2000, 380 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 20.2% of their age group: 20.9% for White
and 19.5% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 11 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 4 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-
year period, and 1 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Chester County. The 38.3% of
children in single-parent families, 21.5% in poverty, 43.4% not graduating from school, 41.0% of high school students
using alcohol and 24.6% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

81.6% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 50.7% are born to married parents, and 61.7% lived in
two-parent families; 78.5% were not poor and 50.7% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.2% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 88.7% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 40.1% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 51.6% for 8th grade reading, 53.3% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 56.6% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 59.0% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 75.4% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 32.6% of
3rd graders and 12.5% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 22.8% of 3rd graders and

5.7% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.
Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscountorg.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(aiogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.org
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Chester County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

1

Indicators Number Percent
Most

Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90 res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90- res

199

KlafECII
Low Birth Weight 2001 NMI 59 38 -33.3% -35.6% 9.6 11.2 8.8 -8.1% -21 1%.1111=1

IIMEMBAMMEI
IlliffEL21,__IIIIMENI

-51.8

White babies KUM= iSairMIMri=Ism=mzsi 9.1 7.9 9.7%
African American and Other babies E711 36 Numraminconcarramazumeri 12.6 9.7 -18.9%

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 1 277 281 111 +59.9% -60.5% 46.6 53.1 25.6 -45.1%

White babies 2001 94 171MIMMIIIME3MEERIIIMMIWRMI -46.7% 34

African American and Other babies 2001 . 183 203 68 - 62.8 %i 60.6 65.7 32.9 -45.8% -50.0% 33

Infant Mortality 2001 29 27 11 -62.1% -59.3% 1.7 1.7 0.8 -54.4% - 52.8 %I 25

White babies MCRIMMIIRMINIMEMIME321IMEI 0.8 0.3 -83.7% MEERMIEEI
African American and Other babies Krlil 15 111.1.11MMI1MXICOMENSZIMEI 2.4 1.3 -24.1% Mr2M11.1.101

Family
I Births to mothers under 18 2001 65 42 23 -64.6% 45.2 %' 10.9 7.9 5.3 -51.5% MEM 39

White babies ErIBMIEEIEZIMIMIMIIMMIIIIRE1 MEM 6.8 3.1 -52.2% =MINIMS'
African American and Other babies ErrilMilrallIMEMB3111111:131131WEI 8.7 7.7 -49.3% MIIMIMM3

Births to mothers under 20 2001 = '16 119 80 -45.2% -32.8% =111 22.5 18.4 -25.0% - 18.2% 38

White babies 2001 i 57 40 24 MEMMErnannala 18.2 10.6 -45.5% MIMI 38MEMO=African American and Other babies MallIMII 79 56 MIIIMMLIMIMEIWIZR
Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 1E3 156 106 -55.1 % -32 1% 111111 29.5 24.4 -38.5%=NM
White babies 2001 MEER 68 48 MMEMMEMBEIMEI 30.9 21.1 -44.8% linglaMal
African American and Other babies WIENIIIIIEZI 88 58 -53.2% MUM 41.1 28.5 28.0 -31.8% 22

Births to single mothers 2001 178 238 214 +20.2% -10 1% 29.9 45.0 49.3 64.8% 9.6% 31

White babies 2001 MMIIIIIIIIMIMEMEEMIER21MIR 16.8 26.9 2163% =IIIIIMIMEM
African American and Other babies EZZEIMEIB 201 153 INOMB=MISNM 65.0 73.9 45.9% 13 6% 11.11E1

Children in single parent families 2000 1,688 2,325 2,923 +73.2% +25.7% 20.1 30.9 38.3 90.3% 23 8% NIMEImaniamaWhite 2000 429 11111111113iiitn 13.7 21.9 140.3%

African American and Other 2000 MOM 1,764 2,030 MOMMIEBIlIMIA 50.0 57.1 78.3% =Ea 20

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 271 176 58 -78.6% -67.0% 49.3 30.3 11.3 77 1% 62 7% 41

' White males 2001 monijammanceca -89.3% =In 21.2 2.0 -94.6% - 90.6% 38

White females 2001 MMIIIMMIIMMI/LEMIERMIIMII 11.7 7.4 -78.6% -36 8% 44

African American and Other males 2001 MffrelliallinniiMEDIED30 48.6 21.3 -68.4% 56.2% 41

African American and Other females 2001 MIMI 48 20 11152511MEEMEM 32.9 15.9 -70.3% MUM 38

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 98 82 53 -45.9% -35.4% 18.2 15.3 23.7 30.2% 54 9%=Ma
White males 2000 EMU :1;1111113MIIIMIME11111111ED 24.5 25.9 86.3% MIMINIMEEI
White females 2000 own 11 10 1111721MEEZIMIffiMMEM1111113

18.8 25.2 -14.9% IMMIJIMEEIAfrican American and Other males 2000 =Eaismromm11111BARNIERE2111E30
MINElli1/11110111=1/1531=211111i1MEN11111:21211MCMEINEE1African American and Other females 2000 MIMI

'Grade 3 Math below standards "" 2002 236 122 148 -37.3% +21.3% 47.1 23.7 29.8 -36.7% 25 7% END
White males 2002 IMMEIIMIWINMETAISZEIZEDMIMill 13.0 23.6 -40.3% IMEEIHMEI
White females 2002 illIMEI 21 26 IMEZEOMMEMErja 15.1 22.8 -20.6% 11111MMIIIIINI
African American and Other males 2002 EIMA 50 52 -46.4% +4.0% allEM 35.7 40.0 -38.6% MilraMINER
African American and Other females IMBEINIBEIMINIMMEMINECIaliniErn 28.9 31.8 -34.7% 10.0% 11=g

Grade 3 Reading below standards "" 2002 229 98 132 -42.4% +34.7% 45.7 19.0 26.6 -41.8% 40.0% 38

White males 2002 40 14 25 -37.5% +78.6% 35.1 12.8 20.3 -42.2% 58.6%

W h i t e females ECMMM31IlifilIUME1MIIIIM IMEI 9.4 14.0 -38.1% 31

African American and Other males 110111=131 45 50 -51.5% +11.1% min 32.1 38.5 -44.3% 19.9% 42

African American and Other females rignSMWRIIIIIIIIIIIEMMEMIIIIIEffamici 20.3 31.8 -32.3% IMEIZIMMAI
-11 1% 43Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 258 212 181 -29.8% -14.6% 48.0 43.4 38.6 -19.6%

White males 1998 IMMEI 49 33 NEM - 32.7% IM:riumwsmaammtra 46

White females 1998 35 34 -2.9% =In 26.5 28.1 6.0% MEM 39

African American and Other males 1996 WWI 62 57 -40.6% -8.1% IMME 56.9 50.4 -24.4% IMEZI3 44

African American and Other females 1998 72 66 56 -22.2% -15.2% 48.0 51.6 43.4 -9.6% -15.9% 42

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
*** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Chester County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued
Indicators Number Percent

11-

Most
Recent Year

1980* 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

ores

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 364 165 272 -25.3% +64.8% 67.8 39.2 59.9 -11.7% 52.8%

White males 2002 67 30 65 -3.0% +116.7% 51.9 30.3 57.5 10.8% 89.8%

White females 2002 74 31 53 -28.4% +71.0% 52.5 28.7 46.1 -12.2% 60.6%

African American and Other males 2002 107 47 81 -24.3% +72.3% 82.3 47.0 73.6 -10.6% 56.6%

African American and Other females 2002 113 56 73 -35.4% +30.4% 84.3 50.0 62.9 -25.4% 25.8%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 329 137 220 -33.1% +60.6% 61.1 32.6 48.4 -20.8% 48.5%

White males 2002 70 31 55 -21.4% +77.4% 54.3 31.0 48.2 -11.2% 55.5%

White females 2002 46 22 30 -34.8% +36.4% 32.6 20.6 26.1 -19.9% 26.7%

African American and Other males 2002 107 39 74 -30.8% +89.7% 82.3 39.4 67.3 -18.2% 70.8%

African American and Other females 2002 103 43 61 -40.8% +41.9% 76.3 38.4 52.6 -31.1% 37.0%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 260 214 NA -17.7% NA 49.7 41.2 NA -17.1%

White males 1998 NA 54 NA NA NA NA 36 29.8 NA -17.2%

White females 1998 NA 41 NA NA NA NA 35.3 19.7 NA -44.2%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 99 NA NA NA NA 73.9 59.5 NA -19.5%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 66 NA NA NA NA 53.7 52.8 NA -1.7%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 333 169 129 -61.3% -23.7% 60.3 40.1 46.7 -22.6% 16.5%

White males 2002 69 29 23 -66.7% -20.7% 47.9 27.9 32.4 -32.4% 16.1%

White females 2002 47 21 15 -68.1% -28.6% 36.4 22.8 21.1 -42.0% -7.5%

African American and Other males 2002 120 67 43 -64.2% -35.8% 85.1 63.2 68.3 -19.7% 8.1%

African American and Other females 2002 97 52 47 -51.5% -9.6% 70.3 43.7 67.1 -4.6% 53.5%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 135 157 215 +59.3% +36.9% 23.9 28.8 43.3 81.0% 50.0%

White males 2000-02 42 53 58 +39.0% +8.8% 29.0 36.9 48.9 68.4% 32.3%

White females 2000-02 31 35 58 +86.0% +64.8% 23.0 25.9 45.3 97.2% 74.7%

African American and Other males 2000-02 35 42 54 +54.3% +30.1% 22.8 30.6 44.9 96.8% 46.5%

African American and Other females 2000-02 28 28 46 +66.1% +66.1% 20.5 21.1 34.8 69.4% 65.0%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 998 940 933 -6.5% -0.7% 30.4 31.9 20.6 -32.2% - 35.4 %SS

White males NA 307 234 NA NA NA 33.4 30.7 NA NA NA

White females NA 229 230 NA NA NA 27.3 29.0 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 245 269 NA NA NA 33.9 40.2 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 217 207 NA NA NA 27.0 28.6 NA NA NA

*no , r-s
-5.7%Poverty Rate 2000 2,217 2,078 1,938 -12.6% -6 7% 23 5 22 8 21 5 -8.57o

White children 2000 488 323 459 -5.9% +42.1% 10.1 7.4 10.3 2.0% 39.2%

Afncan American and Other children 2000 1,729 1,755 1,479 -14.5% -15.7% 37.3 36.9 32.7 -12.4% -11.4%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 38,528 $ 39,787 $ 41,562 +7.9% +4.5% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 44,554 $ 46,685 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 29,490 $ 29,920 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent 1-28g3 Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 71 60 32 -54.9% -46.7% 6.5 6.2 3.2 -50.8% -48.4%

White 2001 23 26 10 -56.5% -61.5% 4.2 5.4 2.0 -52.2% -63.0%

African American and Other 2001 48 34 22 -54.2% -35.3% 8.9 6.9 4.5 -49.4% -34.8%

Delinquency 2002 74 112 76 +2.7% -32.1% 4.5 7.7 5.0 11.8% -34.6%

White males 2002 24 44 22 -8.3% -50.0% 5.8 12.3 5.8 -0.2% -52.9%

White females 2002 17 16 9 -47.1% -43.8% 4.1 3.9 2.4 -40.7% -37.6%

African American and Other males 2002 23 37 37 +60.9% +0.0% 5.3 9.7 9.3 74.5% -4.6%

African American and Other females 2002 10 15 8 -20.0% -46.7% 2.5 4.8 2.2 -13.5% -55.0%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

235

Page 18

BLEST COPY AVAILABLE



kids
count

S

z
210

Chesterfield
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 11,391 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 6,419 were White, 4,587

were African-American, and 385 were other races. There were 10,614 children under age 18 in 1990, 12,271 in 1980,

13,038 in 1970, and 14,893 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.6% of the

population in 2000, down from 44.2% in 1960, 38.7% in 1970, and 32.2% in 1980.
In 2000 the 3,522 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.2% of the overall population: 7.2% of Whites and 9.7% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 3.4% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.4% and "some other
race alone" at 1.2% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 33.4% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 48.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers: In 2001, 33 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 5.8% of
all babies born in the county; 2.3% of all White and 11.1% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 100.0% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 98 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 17.1% of all born in the

county; 13.0% of all White and 23.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 84.7% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 151 babies, 26.4% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
21.4% of White and 34.2% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 53.2% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 44.3% had completed 12
grades (42.5% of Whites and 47.1% of African Americans and Others) and 29.2% had more than a high school degree

(36.1% of Whites and 18.7% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 220
babies, 38.4% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 37.2%

and in 1960 it was 12.5%. In 2001, 20.5% of White children and 65.9% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 59 babies, 10.3% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 279, constituting 48.7% of all babies, 30.0% of White babies,

and 77.4% of African-American and Others.

100%
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA & 0

11Total
A White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 437 marriage licenses were issued, while 162 divorce decrees involving 122 children

were filed. In 1970, only 26 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 3,275 children
lived with only one parent. This was 34.0% of all children, up from 28.0% in 1990, 18.1% in 1980, and 13.8% in 1970. In

2000, 20.4% of White and 54.7% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

845 or 33.8% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 19.3% of White and 56.7% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 67.5% of mothers with children under 6 and 73.5% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 35.6% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
63.1% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 961 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 88.6% of these are in licensed
programs and 11.4% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 76.9% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 9.4% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.2% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 12.5% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 60.47 for centers and $ 52.22 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 0% of centers with
pre-school staff and 66.7% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 71.4% of centers with pre-school staff and 33.3% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 28.6% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 66.7% of centers most assistants have
only a high school degree. In 42.9% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 75% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 25% have less than a
high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 299 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 25.9% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
54.5% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 14.1% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large cumber of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 9.6% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 822 or 7.2% of all children lived with relatives, 193 or 1.7% lived with

non-relatives, 21 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 60 or 0.5% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 336 investigations iito reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 91 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 14.3% for physical abuse, 4.3% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 61.4% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 1.4% for medical neglect, 18.6% for threat of harm for
physicaUsexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 168 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 51.2% were male, 48.8% were female; 50.0% were White, 50.0% were African-American and
Other. By age, 44.0% were ages 0 5, 41.1% were ages 6 12, and 14.9% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
19.6% of the children lived in two-parent families, 54.2% in single parent families, 25.6% with unmarried couples, and
0.6% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 81 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.1 years. The ages of children in foster care were 28.4% 0-2, 14.8% 3-5, 25.9% 6-10, 9.9%
11-13, and 21.0% 14 and above. The foster care population is 45.7% males and 54.3% females. Regarding their future,
24.7% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 51.9% for return to a parent or guardian, 11.1% for placement
with a relative, 7.4% for independent living, 3.7% for permanent foster care, and 1.2% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.75 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.26 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be poste4f6t6 website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 2,789 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 1,376 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 25.0% of all children and youth: 12.5% of Whites and 41.3% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.
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Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 24.1%, it was
21.7% in 1979 and 33.0% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 29.7% of children 0 - 5
(15.7% White, 48.3% African-American and Other), and 23.2% of children 6 - 17 (11.2% White, 38.9% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 24.2% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 45.2% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 14.2% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
66.3% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 5,536 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 2,747 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,405 12.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 2,789 25.0% 793 12.5% 1,996 41.3%

Under 125% 3,511 31.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 4,195 37.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 4,750 42.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 4,977 44.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 5,536 49.6% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 11,391 6,419 4,972
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $41,818. In 1989 it was $37,827, and 1979, it
was $38,036, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single -parent families with children was
$18,297 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $52,921 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Chesterfield County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 0.8%.

Child Support Payments: There were 371' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 29.1 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 219,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 967 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 207. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 140, or 24.4% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 157,
or 27.4% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 72 or 20.7% of Whites and 85 or 37.6% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 7 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 77 or 13.4% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 19.0% of African-American and Other babies and 9.8% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 46 or 2.6% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.2% of White babies and 4.5% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $9,978 and $82,760 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $2,449 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $943,672 for all
low birthweight babies, of which $722,804 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 14.2% from
11.8 to 10.2 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 28.0% from 8.1 to 5.9 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 2.4% from 16.4 to 16.0 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 6 White and 12 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 8 White and
13 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year.
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Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Chesterfield County went to the emergency room 914 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 3 White and 9 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 4 White and 4 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 65.6% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who Acre not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 0.0%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse cx irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thri
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 427 to 640 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifu
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 4 reported cases of children under age 15 and 22 youth ages 15.
19 infected with gonorrhea; 5 youth under 15 and 62 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mat
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,139 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 747 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 220 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 7 in

Chesterfield County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 703 seriously emotionally disturbed 117 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 469 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 920 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 581 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,501 uninsured children in Chesterfield County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 11 nurses, compared with 5 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Chesterfield County has increased by 72.7% from June 1997 to June 2001;
thus Medicaid and PHC were serving 53.8% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$14.4 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Chesterfield County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 6,127.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 193 250 11 4 458
Children 1 - 5 714 945 41 59 1,759
Children 6 - 14 1,058 1,706 21 96 2,881
Children 15 - 18 397 619 3 10 1,029
Total 2,362 3,520 76 169 6,127

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requi)
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typicall
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 31.9% for Whites and 31.9% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soc
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

44 children not ready 7.9% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

18 children failing 3.2% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

35 children failing 5.7% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

93 children over-age 14.9% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
180 six and seven year olds and 212 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 15.6% and 16.2% of their age groups respectively: 16.2% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 16.2% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 7.9% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 14.9% over age in grade 3, and 16.2% of eight and nine year-olds
placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in

combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 220 speech and language impaired, 747 learning disabled, 47 emotionally

disabled, 240 mentally impaired, and 62 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 16.6% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

155 students did not pass all parts 33.6% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage

of 8th grade students in Chesterfield County who did not meet standards declined from 67.2% to 33.3% in math and from

57.1% to 32.5% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 41.4% not meeting 8th grade math standards

in 1998 and 31.5% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year

data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 31% in 1983 on the

CTBS, 41.3% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 32.8% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the

bottom quarter was 41.5% in 1990 and 33.4% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 51.6%, but in 2002 29.7% of 4h graders were below basic in reading

and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 48.7% in 1999 and 41.7% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,

geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased

by 28.2% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 914 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 360 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 32.3 17.9 21.1 52.1 40.4

4 30.9 18.5 17.6 48.7 42.2
5 41.2 28.8 26.5 58.4 57.7

6 37.4 32.8 25.5 54.8 40.5

7 47.9 40.2 28.7 70.1 61.3

8 42.0 31.9 27.3 65.0 50.4

Basic

3 41.1 43.6 40.0 38.7 42.3

4 40.7 45.7 38.2 36.2 42.2

5 40.3 44.5 45.8 33.6 34.6

6 35.3 24.6 36.4 36.5 43.5

7 32.1 32.1 43.6 23.6 25.0

8 39.0 44.7 38.5 27.6 41.8

Proficient

3 18.3 24.3 24.3 8.5 14.7

4 17.4 17.3 28.5 12.5 10.2

5 12.5 15.8 18.1 6.2 7.7

6 18.5 26.9 23.0 7.1 15.3

7 11.7 14.1 16.6 3.5 10.5

8 13.4 17.0 21.7 6.5 6.4

Advanced

3 8.3 14.3 14.6 0.7 2.6

4 11.0 18.5 15.8 2.6 5.4

5 6.1 11.0 9.7 1.8 0.0

6 8.8 15.7 15.2 1.6 0.8

7 8.4 13.6 11.0 2.8 3.2

8 5.5 6.4 12.6 0.8 1.4

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 31.1% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 729

students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 329 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 26.0 15.7 9.7 47.9 34.6
4 28.4 24.9 12.1 46.7 32.0
5 34.4 30.1 17.4 57.5 39.5
6 39.1 33.6 26.7 59.8 40.5
7 35.1 33.2 14.4 60.8 38.7
8 41.3 36.4 24.5 68.9 41.1

Basic

3 37.7 36.4 42.2 32.4 38.5
4 45.4 46.8 41.2 44.1 49.7
5 46.4 48.6 49.0 37.2 48.8
6 35.7 31.3 35.8 31.5 44.3
7 41.9 46.2 41.4 33.6 46.0
8 35.6 41.7 30.8 23.8 42.6

Proficient

3 32.6 40.7 42.7 19.7 25.0
4 24.6 26.6 43.0 9.2 17.7
5 18.6 20.5 32.3 5.3 11.6

6 20.8 29.9 28.5 7.9 14.5
7 20.9 19.0 39.8 5.6 13.7

8 20.1 18.7 37.1 7.4 15.6

Advanced

3 3.7 7.1 5.4 0.0 1.9

4 1.6 1.7 3.6 0.0 0.7
5 0.6 0.7 1.3 0.0 0.0
6 4.3 5.2 9.1 0.8 0.8
7 2.1 1.6 4.4 0.0 1.6

8 3.0 3.2 7.7 0.0 0.7

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

178 students drop out annually 29.4% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 41.4% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 31.5% during 1985-89, and 28.2%
during 1990-94, 29.3% during 1995-97 and 32.8% during 1998-2000-.

During 2001-02, 94.9% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
5.1% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

* 12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

.**
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 247



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 0 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 52
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 26.3% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 26.0% to 47.9%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or

younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.
During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a

drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the

ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% ofeighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7th and gh graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ille:

drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used adrug by age 13, and 34.7% by

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Chesterfield County data, for 1992-93, is available on the
Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org. 249



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 55 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 63 in 2000 and 36 in 2001. This represented 3.0% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 1.4% for
Whites and 5.2% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 91.7% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Chesterfield County has decreased by 32.1
Overall, it has decreased by 48.1% for Whites, and decreased by 22.4% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 200 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 15.5% were age 12 or younger, 38.5% were 13 or 14, and 46.0% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 12.0% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 57 juvenile cases constituting 21.3% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 40.0% lived in families with income under $10,000,
38.6% with $10,000-$19,999 and 21.4% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 11.4% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 64.6% lived in a single parent household, 17.7% lived with other relatives, and 6.3% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
41.4% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 44.5% had at least one prior
referral and 11.5% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 0.7% had been referred by the age of 10, 7.5% by the age of 12, and 23.1% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 92 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 5.0% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 25 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 322 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 13.9% of their age group: 9.7% for White and
18.8% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths: During 1997-2001, 24 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 8 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 5 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-
year period, and 2 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Chesterfield County. The
34.0% of children in single-parent families, 25.0% in poverty, 32.8% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school
students using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many
children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community
citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
82.9% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 51.3% are born to married parents, and 66.0% lived in
two-parent families; 75.0% were not poor and 50.4% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 86.6% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 92.1% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 58.0% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 58.7% for 8th grade reading, 66.4% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 67.2% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 36.3% of
3rd graders and 23.1% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 26.6% of 3th graders and
18.9% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at
www. s cki ds count. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khaze1(a,ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(@ogc.state.se.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.org
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Chesterfield County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators. Number Percent R

Most
Recent 1980*
Year

1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-res

Percent
Change
90-res

1980 Rank 199,

GOSdal
ow Birth Weight 2001 58 50 77 +32.8% +54.0% 9.1 8.1 13.4 47.6% 64.8% 28

White babies WM=Ma 20 34 +126.7% +70.0% 4.2 5.8 9.8 133.3% Mi72/3.131
African American and Other babies Effill=121 30 43 +0.0% +43.3% 15.2 11.2 19.0 24.8% MiraMEra

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 239 251 157 +34,3% -37.5% 37.4 40.8 27.4 -26.7% -32 9%

White babies ErrfaIMMIZIMMSIMEEZIMEZZI 23.5 26.8 20.7 -11.9% MIEE12111=171
IMECIESMEOweISZI=3Iffini 34

African American and Other babies WECUMMEEE13121112321MMEZI 55.0 59.0 37.6 -31-6%

1

Infant Mortality 2001 40 21 18 -55.0% -14.3% 2.1 1.2 1.0 -52.0%

White babies Wrin=na 8 6 -62.5% -25.0% 1.5 0.8 0.6 -60.9%

African American and Other babies ECCE1 24 fillf1MEEEZMINa 2.9 1.6 1.6 -45.1% offiammai
Family

Births to mothers under 18 2001 62 51 33 -46.8% -35.3% 9.7 8.3 5.8 -40.2% -30.1% MEI
White babies Wrin=g51 16 8 -63.6% -50.0% 1 6.2 4.6 2.3 -62.7% -50.1% f1:1

African American and Other babies ErrinfillEIMESIMEZEIMELIZI 14.2 13.1 11.1 -22.0% -15.3% ffi
Births to mothers under 20 2001 127 109 98 -22.8% -10.1% 19.9 17.7 17.1 -14.0% -3.5% 16

MZEI ECM =EllMEI:EIMEDEDIMEM 16.0 11.2 13.0 -18.6% 15.7% ill
African American and Other babies WEEMI=EliMMIUMFZIONSaira 24.8 26.1 23.5 -5.5% -10.2% 'ME]

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 249 221 151 -39.4% -31.7% 39.0 35.9 26.4 -32.3% -26.5% 35

White babies WEIIIIIM 104 74 -27.5% -28.8% 28.6 30.0 21.3 -25.5% -28.9% 24

African American and Other babies 2001 MIMI 117 77 -47.6% -34.2% 52.1 43.7 34.1 -34.6% -22.0%

Births to single mothers* 2001 151 247 279 +84.8% +13.0% 23.6 40.2 48.7 106.1% 21.3% 18

White babies FECII=M1 53 104 +372.7% +96.2% 6.2 15.3 30.0 386.8% 96.4%

African American and Other babies =IMMO 194 175 +35.7% -9.8% 45.7 72.4 77.4 69.3% 7.0% 18

Children in single parent families 2000 2,041 2,578 3,275 +60.5% +27.0% 18.1 28.0 34.0 87.9% 21.5% 20

White 2000 MEI 896 1,185 +59.1% +32.3% 10.2 15.6 20.4 99.9% 30.7%

African American and Other 2000 W311 1,676 2,090 +61.8% +24.7% 30.5 48.6 54.7 79.5% 12.6%

.. ,
c-

docalKm
Not Ready tor Grade 1 2uU1 284 -233 44 -84.5% -81.1% 45.5 33.5 7.9 -82.6% -76.4% 34

White males 2001 72 46 5 -93.1% -89.1% 38.3 23.8 3.2 -91.6% -86.6% 42

White females 2001 36 29 3 -91.7% -89.7% 24.2 16.5 2.3 -90.5% -86.1% 34

African American and Other males 2001 104 95 15 -85.6% -84.2% 66.2 54.0 11.6 -82.5% -78.5% 39

African American and Other females 2001 72 63 21 -70.8% -66.7% 55.4 41.7 15.0 -72.9% -64.0% 39

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 106 106 52 -50.9% -50.9% 17.1 15.2 8.2 -52.0% -46.1% 21

White males 2000 23 19 18 -21.7% -5.3% 12.2 9.9 10.4 -14.8% 5.1% 6

White females 2000 11 12 4 -63.6% -66.7% 7.1 6.7 2.3 -67.6% -65.7% 9

African American and Other males 2000 44 44 13 -70.5% -70.5% 28.5 25.4 9.2 -67.7% -63.8% 26

African American and Other females 2000 28 31 17 -39.3% -45.2% 22.0 20.6 11.7 -46.8% -43.2% 32

Grade 3 Math below standards- 2002 244 161 201 -17.6% +24.8 %I 38.7 23.1 32.3 -16.5% 39.8% 17

White males 2002 62 28 25 -59.7% -10.7% 30.4 14.3 17.9 -41.1% 25.2% 25

White females 2002 33 26 39 +18.2% +50.0% 20.3 13.5 21.1 3.9% 56.3% 6

African American and Other males 2002 96 56 74 -22.9% +32.1% 59.6 37.3 52.1 -12.6% 39.7% 24

African American and Other females 2002 53 51 63 +18.9% +23.5% 51.5 31.9 40.4 -21.6% 26.6% 25

Grade 3 Reading below standards 2002 252 148 162 -35.7% +9.5% 39.9 21.2 26.0 -34.8% 22.6% 28

White males 2002 62 34 22 -64.5% -35.3% 30.4 17.4 15.7 -48.4% -9.8% 26

White females 2002 36 17 18 -50.0% +5.9% 22.1 8.9 9.7 -56.1% 9.0% 30

African American and Other males 2002 107 59 68 -36.4% +15.3% 66.5 39.3 47.9 -28.0% 21.9% 40

African American and Other females 2002 47 38 54 +14.9% +42.1% 45.6 23.8 34.6 -24.1% 45.4% 30

Bottom Quartile Stanford /MAT Grade 4 1998 183 289 178 -2.7% -38.4% 31.0 41.3 33.2 7.1% 21

White males 1998 47 75 26 -44.7% -65.3% 25.5 35.4 16.4 -35.7% 24

White females 1998 21 36 33 +57.1% -8.3% 14.4 20.3 24.1 67.4% 18.7% 19

African American and Other males 1998 66 99 61 -7.6% -38.4% 51.2 62.3 58.1 13.5% 20

African American and Other females 1998 49 79 57 +16.3% -27.8%- 37.7 52.0 43.8 16.2% 26

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.
* Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Chesterfield County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most j 1980*
Recent Year;

1990*
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 f 478 189 250 47.7% +32.3% 67.2 33.3 42.0 -37.5% 26.1°/

White males 2002 32 60 -54.5% +87.5% 59.2 20.4 31.9 -46 1% 56.4%;

White females 2002 30 39 -55.2% +30.0% 50.0 18.1 27.3 -45.4% 50.8 %L

African American and Other males 2002 145 70 80 -44.8% +14.3% 84.3 55.6 65.0 -22.9% 16.9%

African American and Other females 2002 112 57 71 -36.6% +24.6% 80.0 47.9 50.4 -37.0% 5.2%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards** 2002 = 406 183 245 -39.7% +33.9% 57.1 32.5 41.3 -27.7% 27.1 %l

White males 2002 107 42 68 -36.4% +61.9% 48.2 26.9 36.4 -24.5% 35.3%;

White females 2002 1 57 31 35 -38.6% +12.9% 32.6 18.9 24.5 -24.8% 29.6%

African American and Other males 2002 139 59 84 -39.6% +42.4% 80.8 47.2 68.9 -14.7% 46.0 %.

African American and Other females 2002 102 51 58 -43.1% +13.7% 72.9 43.2 41.1 -43.6% -4.9%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 255 189 NA - 25.9% NA 41.5 31.9 NA 23 1%

White males 1998 I NA 74 NA NA NA 38.7 23.8 NA - 38.5%;
-25.0%

White females 1998 I, NA 36 NA NA NA 22.8 17.1 NA

African American and Other males 1998 NA 83 NA NA NA NA 56.1 59.3 NA 5.7%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 62 NA NA NA NA 53 39.2 NA -26.0%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attern.t

2002 159 155 -41.7% -2.5% 47.0 33.1 33.6 28.5°/0

White males 2002 64 26 30 -53 1% +15.4% 38.1 20.5 24.8 -34.9% 21.0%

White females 2002 c 48 39 30 -37.5% -2a1% 28.1 25.3 20.8 -26.0% -17.8%

African American and Other males 2002 i 90 55 51 -43.3% -7.3% 54.5 53.1 -27.5% -2.6%

African American and Other females 2002 j 64 38 44 -31.3% +15.8% 61.5 39.2 44.0 -28.5%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

2000-02 255 206 178 -30.2 % -13.8 % 35.0 31.0 29.4 -15.9%

White males 2000-02 85 67 66 -22.0% -0.3% map 31.7 35.0 -6.8% 10.4%

White females 2000-02 51 41 36 -28.7% -12.2% =Ea 24.3 21.9 -14.3% -9.9%

African American and Other males 2000-02 i 66 64 48 -26.2% -23.9% ME= 41.2 38.1 -16.0% -7.7%

African American and Other females 2000-02 54 35 27 -49.5% -22.9% 33.9 26.8 22.1 -34.8% -17.7%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 1,810 1,375 1,523 - 15.9% +10 8% 36.5 26.3 -36.3%

White males NA 542 463 NA NA NA 38.6 38.8 NA NA

White females NA 478 289 NA NA NA 25.7 NA NA

African American and Other males NA 474 283 NA NA NA 59.8 43.0 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 316 340 NA NA NA 37 8 42 9 NA NA NA

2000 2,638 2,574 2,789 +5 7%

o o

+8 4% 21 7 24 1

_. .
-

25 0 15 2% 3 7%Povert Rate
White children 2000 832 774 793 -4 7% +2 5% 11 4 12 4 12 5 9 6% 0 8%

African American and Other children 2000 1,774 1,800 1,996 +12.5% +10.9% 37.2 40.5 41.3 11.1% 2.0%

Income of Families w /children 1999 $ 2000 $ 38,036 $ 37,827 $ 41,818 +9.9% +10.5% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 41,689 $ 43,848 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 29,349 $ 25,369 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent MO3 Factors
Teen .e Pre nanc aces 14-17 2001 65 62 36 -44.6% -41.9% 4.4 5.3 3.0 -32.1% -43.4%

White 2001 22 23 10 -54.5% -56.5% 2.5 3.3 1.4 -43.3% -57.6%

African American and Other 2001 43 39 26 -39.5% -33.3% 7.4 8.0 5.2 -29.8% -35.0%

DeIin uenc 2002 51 96 92 +80A% -4.2% 2.4 5.4 5.0 109.5% -6.9%

White males 2002 18 45 27 +50.0% -40.0% 2.8 8.6 5.0 78.6% -41.9%

White females 2002 8 9 17 +112.5% +88.9% 1.3 1.9 3.3 156.4% 75.4%

African American and Other males 2002 21 31 26 +23.8% -16.1% 4.9 7.9 6.5 32.7% -17.7%

African American and Other females 2002 4 11 22 +450.0% +100.0% 0.9 2.9 5.8 543.3% 99.6%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 8,363 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 2,933 were White, 5,208

were African-American, and 222 were other races. There were 8,428 children under age 18 in 1990, 9,170 in 1980,
11,365 in 1970, and 15,172 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.7% of the
population in 2000, down from 51.4% in 1960, 44.4% in 1970, and 33.4% in 1980.

In 2000 the 2,407 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.4% of the overall population: 6.4% of Whites and 8.1% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.7% of children in the county, with "some other race alone" at 1.2% and 'two or
more races" at 0.7% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 31.4% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 50.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 29 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.5% of
all babies born in the county; 3.6% of all White and 8.2% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 96.6% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.
In 2001, 80 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 17.8% of all born in the

county; 10.1% of all White and 22.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 90.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 97 babies, 21.9% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
22.1% of White and 21.8% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 59.4% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 39.3% had completed 12
grades (23.3% of Whites and 48.6% of African Americans and Others) and 38.8% had more than a high school degree
(54.6% of Whites and 29.6% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 206
babies, 45.9% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 42.4%
and in 1960 it was 20.4%. In 2001, 15.5% of White children and 64.1% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 47 babies, 10.5% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 253, constituting 56.3% of all babies, 23.2% of White babies,
and 76.2% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA&O

(1 Total
A White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 181 marriage licenses were issued, while 82 divorce decrees involving 75 children

were filed. In 1970, only 22 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers cf children live in single- parent families.In 2000, 2,630 children
lived with only one parent. This was 39.3% of all children, up from 30.0% in 1990, 20.6% in 1980, and 18.8% in 1970. In
2000, 17.9% of White and 53.2% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
652 or 38.2% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 16.1% of White and 57.4% of African Americ an and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 68.7% of mothers with children under 6 and 69.8% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 43.6% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
61.4% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 731 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 91.8% of these are in licensed
programs and 8.2% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 86.0% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 9.0% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 4.9% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 58.75 for centers and $ 48.96 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 50% of centers with
pre-school staff and 66.7% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 25% of centers with pre-school staff and 33.3% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 100% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 25% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 71.4% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 14.3% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 270 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 33.3% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

50.7% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 16.9% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 10.2% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 633 or 7.6% of all children lived with relatives, 135 or 1.6% lived with

non-relatives, 9 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 76 or 0.9% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 150 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 73 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 8.6% for physical abuse, 1.4% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental injury,
48.6% for physical neglect, 1.4% for educational neglect, 7.1% for medical neglect, 32.9% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 126 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 52.4% were male, 47.6% were female; 38.1% were White, 61.9% were African-American and
Other. By age, 34.4% were ages 0 - 5, 33.6% were ages 6 12, and 32.0% were ages 13 17. In the indicated cases,
19.8% of the children lived in two-parent families, 60.3% in single parent families, 13.5% with unmarried couples, and
6.4% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 42 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 2.1 years. The ages of children in foster care were 33.3% 0-2, 19.1% 3-5, 11.9% 6-10, 9.5%
11-13, and 26.2% 14 and above. The foster care population is 40.5% males and 59.5% females. Regarding their future,

26.2% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 42.9% for return to a parent or guardian, 0.0% for placement
with a relative, 19.1% for independent living, 11.9% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.89 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 0.94 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 2,331 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 1,106 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 28.2% of all children and youth: 12.4% of Whites and 36.7% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.
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Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 37.3%, it was
36.3% in 1979 and 58.8% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 30.8% of children 0 - 5
(14.0% White, 41.3% African-American and Other), and 26.6% of children 6 - 17 (11.6% White, 34.4% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 24.6% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantia Ily improved the

economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 45.8% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 14.7% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
53.0% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 4,934 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 2,603 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,182 14.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 2,331 28.2% 361 12.4% 1,970 36.7%

Under 125% 3,045 36.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 3,714 44.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 4,428 53.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 4,602 55.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 4,934 59.6% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 8,363 2,933 5,430
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will e posted on our we si e a
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $41,624. In 1989 it was $37,271, and 1979, it
was $32,617, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$22,109 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $54,066 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Clarendon County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 2.8%.

Child Support Payments: There were 582' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 30.1 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 277,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 716 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 224. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 144, or 32.1% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 160,

or 35.6% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 40 or 23.8% of Whites and 120 or 42.7% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 6 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 70 or 15.6% of all babies in the county

were born with low birthweight: 18.5% of African-American and Other babies and 10.7% of White babies. During 1999-

2001, approximately 34 or 2.6% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious

complications: 1.2% of White babies and 3.5% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $12,708 and $75,108 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,674 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $718,882 for all

low birthweight babies, of which $465,082 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 23.9% from

17.2 to 13.1 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 52.0% from 8.4 to 4.0 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 13.1% from 21.5 to 18.7 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year

period 1999-2001, 2 White and 15 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 4

White and 21 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 258



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Clarendon County went to the emergency room 1,182 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 3 White and 2 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 6 White and 8 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 39.2% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 9.2%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eve]
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 369 to 554 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 1 reported cases of children under age 15 and 28 youth ages
19 infected with gonorrhea; 2 youth under 15 and 60 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 15.6% first smoked by age 11, 33.4% by age 13, and 48.9% by age 15. In a typical
month, 22.6% of 7th and 8th graders and 23.1% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 38.8% of White male and 38.6% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 23.0% of African-American males and 11.4% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (4.7%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(20.5% compared with 2.0% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Clarendon County. Three of
three districts participated, but District 3 included grades 9 - 12 only2 5



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 836 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 347 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 212 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over I% of all children screened, including 17 in

Clarendon County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 557 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment

and 8% or 371 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention defic it,

depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged 'children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth

with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the

county, there are 820 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 340 children above

200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,160 uninsured children in Clarendon County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 8 nurses, compared with 8 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Clarendon County has increased by 80.4% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 67.4% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$13.2 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Clarendon County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 5,633.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 68 259 22 14 363
Children 1 - 5 316 1,069 49 52 1,486
Children 6 - 14 508 2,044 49 104 2,705
Children 15 - 18 194 852 9 24 1,079
Total 1,086 4,224 129 194 5,633

Ambulatory Care : When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 30.4% for Whites and 26.5% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

58 children not ready 12.5% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

39 children failing 8.5% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

89 children failing 20.0% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

103 children over-age 24.7% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
138 six and seven year olds and 112 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 16.4% and 12.9% of their age groups respectively: 13.8% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 12.5% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 12.5% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 24.7% over age in grade 3, and 12.9% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 212 speech and language impaired, 347 learning disabled, 28 emotionally

disabled, 226 mentally impaired, and 47 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 14.4% of all students in grades 1 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

165 students did not pass all parts 46.2% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Clarendon County who did not meet standards declined from 71.2% to 26.9% in math and from
70.7% to 26.1% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 44.8% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 37.1% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 44.7% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 42.4% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 46.9% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 40.6% in 1990 and 45.0% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 48.3%, but in 2002 30.1% of 491 graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 54.1% in 1999 and 41.8% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 26.0% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 784 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 275 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 31.4 25.0 21.0 39.0 30.5
4 35.4 13.6 26.0 49.6 36.4
5 42.1 37.1 18.9 49.0 48.0
6 44.3 30.0 31.0 52.6 47.0
7 53.3 38.7 36.1 58.9 59.9
8 47.2 20.5 25.0 57.9 58.8

Basic

3 47.2 50.0 41.9 42.5 53.2
4 42.1 31.8 39.7 38.1 51.3
5 42.4 43.5 54.1 37.9 40.7
6 41.2 46.7 38.0 39.9 41.7
7 31.6 37.1 32.8 32.8 27.2
8 45.7 68.5 55.9 38.6 37.6

Proficient

3 15.1 14.3 19.4 15.8 12.8
4 15.3 31.8 21.9 10.1 9.7
5 10.9 14.5 10.8 10.3 10.2
6 11.2 16.7 23.9 6.4 8.6
7 9.3 11.3 21.3 6.7 6.8
8 4.9 6.8 11.8 2.8 3.0

Advanced

3 6.4 10.7 17.7 2.7 3.5
4 7.2 22.7 12.3 2.2 2.6
5 4.6 4.8 16.2 2.8 1.1

6 3.3 6.7 7.0 1.2 2.6
7 5.8 12.9 9.8 1.7 6.1

8 2.2 4.1 7.4 0.7 0.6

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 23.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 631
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 193 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 26.7 28.6 9.8 33.6 26.2
4 24.7 15.6 6.8 41.3 22.1

5 39.3 37.1 17.6 50.3 40.1

6 41.9 21.7 19.7 60.1 39.7
7 40.4 27.4 9.8 56.7 38.6
8 36.4 21.9 11.8 50.0 41.2

Basic

3 45.0 42.9 31.1 44.5 52.5
4 52.4 34.4 57.5 50.7 59.1

5 49.8 50.0 58.1 42.8 52.0
6 38.2 56.7 35.2 28.3 43.0
7 46.4 59.7 57.4 38.3 46.2

8 44.7 47.9 44.1 46.5 41.8

Proficient

3 27.0 25.0 55.7 21.9 20.6

4 22.6 50.0 35.6 7.2 18.8

5 10.7 12.9 23.0 6.9 7.9
6 17.5 21.7 36.6 10.4 15.2

7 11.6 12.9 27.9 5.0 12.4

8 16.9 28.8 32.4 3.5 17.0

Advanced

3 1.2 3.6 3.3 0.0 0.7

4 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0

5 0.2 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0
6 2.4 0.0 8.5 1.2 2.0

7 1.6 0.0 4.9 0.0 2.8
8 2.0 1.4 11.8 0.0 0.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

169 students drop out annually 32.6% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 40.2% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 24.2% during 1985-89, and 21.6%
during 1990-94, 26.2% during 1995-97 and 35.3% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 92.0% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
8.0% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 265



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 54 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 33

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 29.8% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 24.7% to 53.3%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 15.2% 18.2% 27.9% 35.1% 54.9% 23.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 13.2% 12.7% 18.8% 17.2% 21.2% 15.6%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 12.1% 13.1% 14.4% 23.2% 9.6% 14.2%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

31.6% 24.7% 8.4% 4.5% 19.5% 20.0% 6.3% 5.8% 14.6% 12.8% 13.5%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

9.1% 14.2% 2.8% 0.6% 12.9% 12.6% 1.7% 4.5% 6.7% 7.8% 7.4%

Been in a fight with
someone? 57.8% 38.7% 24.4% 11.8% 47.7% 24.7% 31.9% 19.6% 39.8% 22.8% 29.4%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 3.1% 1.2% 5.5% 9.3% 6.6% 4.6% 19.6% 22.1% 10.8% 11.6% 11.3%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

13.4% 8.3% 6.7% 5.6% 12.3% 10.5% 11.6% 10.0% 11.4% 9.2% 10.0%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

40.2% 25.3% 19.9% 19.0% 37.0% 33.3% 25.2% 23.5% 30.6% 26.0% 27.8%

Been suspended
from school? 29.5% 15.9% 12.8% 9.2% 29.7% 23.1% 19.2% 12.2% 23.3% 15.6% 18.6%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 15.0% 14.9% 4.5% 6.0% 21.5% 12.1% 6.5% 6.6% 12.6% 9.4% 10.7%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 13.0% NA 14.2% NA 6.7% NA 6.3% NA 8.9% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.0% 5.4% 0.9% 0.7% 4.8% 5.1% 2.2% 2.0% 3.1% 3.2% 3.2%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

26.0% 14.1% 24.6% 29.0% 16.8% 11.7% 20.7% 17.8% 20.6% 17.2% 18.5%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

11.4% 8.7% 12.4% 12.5% 8.7% 5.7% 7.6% 5.5% 9.2% 7.1% 7.9%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 40.4% middle school, 48.2% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 30.7% middle school, 30.6% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 33.6% middle school, 37.1% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 42.5% middle school, 57.7% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 27.6% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.2% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 42.7% had used it in the past month, compared with
28.8% of African-American males; likewise, 39.3% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 22.3%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 12.0% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 26.6% by age 13, and 50.7% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 23.0% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 10.3% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 36.9% of eighth
graders and 63.8% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 69.5% of eighth graders and 61.3% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 52.0% of eighth graders and 45.5% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking: * In 2001-02, 11.5% of 76 and 86 graders and 15.8% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
10.2% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 5.1% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 11.9% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.4% 5 or me
Among seniors, 18.4% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 12.5% 5 or more; however 22.2% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 11.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 14.1% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille,

drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 19.8% of White males, 13.0% WI
females, 18.9% of African-American males, and 5.2% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 13.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 25.7% by

15.
In the past year, 6.9% of all high school students in the county who drive and 10.3% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 19.8% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.9% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 51.8% of seniors said it is

easy to get marijuana and 27.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Clarendon County. Three of
three districts participated, but District 3 included grades 9 - 12 only.

267u



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 47 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 36 in 2000 and 37 in 2001. This represented 3.8% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.8% for
Whites and 4.3% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 75.7% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Clarendon County has decreased by 44.S
Overall, it has increased by 12.0% for Whites, and decreased by 56.6% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 143 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 14.0% were age 12 or younger, 35.0% were 13 or 14, and 51.0% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 13.3% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 17 juvenile cases constituting 9.4% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 61.1% lived in families with income under $10,000,
13.9% with $10,000-$19,999 and 25.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 28.6% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 45.5% lived in a single parent luusehold, 20.8% lived with other relatives, and 5.2% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
15.8% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 44.8% had at least one prior
referral and 9.8% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 - 17
years old, 1.1% had been referred by the age of 10, 3.3% by the age of 12, and 17.6% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 71 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 4.4% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.

Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 7 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 281 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 13.5% of their age group: 16.0% for White
and 12.5% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 16 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 6 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 3 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-
year period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Clarendon County. The 39.3%
of children in single -parent families, 28.2% in poverty, 35.3% not graduating from school, 30.2% of high school students
using alcohol and 14.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
82.2% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 43.7% are born to married parents, and 60.7% lived in
two-parent families; 71.8% were not poor and 40.4% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 84.4% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 87.5% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 52.8% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 63.6% for 8th grade reading, 53.8% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 64.7% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 69.8% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 85.9% do not use drugs, and 76.9% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 28.2% of
3rd graders and 18.9% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 21.5% of Id graders and
7.1% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Clarendon County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

1

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980' 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980

NSElla

1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199,

Low Birth Weight 2001 67 54 70 +4.5% +29.6% 13.2 10.5 15.6 18.5% 48.5% 45

White babies 1011 14 12 18 +28.6% +50.0% 8.8 7.0 10.7 21.6% 53.4%

African American and Other babies II= 53 42 52 -1.9% +23.8% 15.1 12.3 18.5 22.2% 50.7% 44

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 275 297 160 +41.8% -46.1% 54.0 57.8 35.6 -34.1% -38.4% 41

White babies KM 44 72 40 -9.1% -44.4% 27.7 41.9 23.8 -14.1% -43.1% 27

African American and Other babies WM 231 225 120 -48.1% -46.7% 66.0 65.8 42.7 -35.3% -35.1% 39

' Infant Mortality 2001 28 25 17 -39.3% -32.0% 1.9 1.7 1.3 -32.1% -23.9% 31

I White babies NEM 4 4 2 -50.0% -50.0% 0.9 0.8 0.4 -55.7% -52.0% 7

African American and Other babies Wan 24 21 15 -37.5% -28.6% 2.4 2.2 1.9 -21.0% -13.1% 28

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 49 45 29 -40.8% -35.6% 9.6 8.8 6.5 -32.5% -25.8% 32

White babies CCE 5 13 6 +20.0% -53.8% Mill 7.6 3.6 14.5% -52.4% 7

African American and Other babies NEMIMIZIESIMINISIMENZMEMMIErn 9.4 8.2 -34.9% -12.5% 23

Births to mothers under 20 2001 120 106 80 -33.3% -24.5% 23.6 20.6 17.8 -24.5% -13.7% 35

I-

1 White babies NECril 27 31 17 -37.0% +45.2% IIIKEn 18.0 10.1 -40.5% -44.0% 29

African American and Other babies MIN 93 75 63 -32.3% +16.0% 26.6 21.9 22.4 -15.6% 2.2% 24

;Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 191 147 97 -49.2% -34.0% 37.5 28.6 21.6 -42.4% -24.5% 33

White babies 2001 36 51 36 +0.0% -29.4% 29.7 21.4 -5.5% -27.8% 9

African American and Other babies ligal 155 96 61 -60.6% -36.5% iii 28.1 21.7 -51.0% -22.7% 26

Births to single mothers "" 2001 175 225 253 +44.6% +12.4% 34.4 43.8 56.3 63.8% 28.6% 38

White babies IEMEll 11 17 39 +254.5% +129.4% 6.9 9.9 23.2 235.3% 134.7% 29

African American and Other babies ffrli 164 208 214 +30.5% +2.9% MEM 60.8 76.2 62.5% 25.2% 23

Children in single parent families 2000 i 1,700 1,988 2,630 +54.7% +32.3% 20.6 30.0 39.3 90.6% 30.9% 29

11112 2000 243 320 471 +93.8% +47.2% offiziono 17.9 134.9% 45.2% 6

farlIrt 2000 1,457 1,665 2,159 +48.2% +29.7% .11101 41.5 53.2 89.3% 28.2% 25

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 122 149 58 -52.5% -61.1% 31.9 27.1 12.5 -60.8% -53.9% 10

White males rr 20 12 7 -65.0% -41.7% 27.8 11.8 10.1 -63.7% -14.4% 15

White females 2001 9 12 3 -66.7% -75.0% 18.0 16.0 4.4 -75.6% -72.5% 12

African American and Other males 2001 55 69 21 -61.8% -69.6% 36.2 37.7 12.9 -64.4% -65.8% 1

African American and Other females r r 38 56 26 -31.6% -53.6% 35.5 29.5 16.0 -54.9% -45.8% 5

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 85 123 86 +1.2% -30.1% 21.4 24.0 17.9 -16.4% - 25.4 %I 31

White males 2000 16 20 6 -62.5% -70.0% 23.2 20.5 10.1 -56.5% -50.7% 34

White females 2000 6 9 4 -33.3% -55.6% 11.5 13.8 5.6 -51.3% -59.4% 30

African American and Other males 2000 41 68 50 +22.0% -26.5% 26.6 40.0 28.4 6.8% -29.0% 24

African American and Other females 2000 22 26 26 +18.2% +0.0% 18.8 14.6 15.4 -18.1% 5.5% 24

Grade 3 Math below standards- 2002 217 63 127 -41.5% +101.6% 51.7 13.7 31.4 -39.3% 129.2% 41

White males ECM 21 4 14 -33.3% +250.0% 31.3 5.1 25.0 -20.1% 390.2% 28

White females ETES 18 4 13 -27.8% +225.0% 34.0 6.8 21.0 -38.2% 208.8% 38

African American and Other males Wan 103 29 57 -44.7% +96.6% 62.1 18.6 39.0 -37.2% 109.7% 30

African American and Other females WM 74 26 43 -41.9% +65.4% 55.6 15.8 30.5 -45.1% 93.0% 31

Grade 3 Reading below standards-- 2002 194 65 108 -44.3% +66.2% 45.9 14.1 26.7 -41.8% 89.4% 39

White males 2002 24 6 16 -33.3% +166.7% 35.3 7.5 28.6 -19.0% 281.3% 36

White females 2002 13 2 6 -53.8% +200.0% 24.5 3.4 9.8 -60.0% 188.2% 37

African American and Other males 2002 100 36 49 -51.0% +36.1% 60.2 23.2 33.6 -44.2% 44.8% 30

2002 57 21 37 -35.1% +76.2% 42.2 12.7 26.2 -37.9% 106.3% 26

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 170 205 125 -26.5% -39.0% 44.7 42.4 29.6 -33.8% -30.2% 41

Witifire 1998 19 14 6 -68.4% -57.1% 33.3 14.9 8.8 -73.6% -40.9% 40

WATEES 1998 10 15 4 -60.0% -73.3% 22.2 27.8 6.9 -68.9% -75.2% 37

African American and Other males 1998 76 90 56 -26.3% -37.8% 52.8 54.9 41.2 -22.0% -25.0% 24

African American and Other females 1998 65 84 58 -10.8% -31.0% 48.5 49.7 37.4 -22.9% -24.7% 44

'Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.

Data include paternity acknowledgements.
BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Clarendon County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued,
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90 -(19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 96 213 -34.9% +121.9% 71.2 26.9 47.2 -33.7%
White males 2002 IllEj 13 15 -11.8% +15.4% 40.5 15.5 20.5 -49.4% 32.3%

White females 2002 =MIA 6 17 -26.1% +183.3% 45.1 9.2 25.0 -44.6% 171.7%

African American and Other males 2002 143 42 84 -41.3% +100.0% 39.2 57.9 -25.5% 47.7%

African American and Other females 2002 138 35 97 -29.7% +177.1% 78.4 35.0 58.8 -25.0% 68.0 %'

Grade 8 Readin below state standards** 2002 324 93 164 -49.4% +76.3% 70.7 26.1 36.4 -48.5% 39.5 %i

White males 2002 21 13 16 -23.8% +23.1% 50.0 15.5 21.9 -56.2% 41.3%

White females 2002 15 7 8 -46.7% +14.3% 30.0 10.8 11.8 -60.7% 9.3%

African American and Other males 2002 152 43 72 -52.6% +67.4% 82.6 40.2 50.0 -39.5% 24.4%

African American and Other females 2002 131 30 68 -48.1% +126.7% I 1 30.0 41.2 -44.6% 37.3%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 163 243 NA +49.1% NA 40.6 43.1 NA 6.2%

White males 1998 NA 19 NA NA NA NA 25.3 25.9 NA

White females 1998 NA 9 NA NA NA NA 13.4 16.9 NA 26.1%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 85 NA NA NA NA 61.1 62.2 NA 1.8%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 50 NA NA NA NA 42 43.4 NA

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem.t

2002 272 142 165 -39.3% +16.2% 41.5 46.2 -18.4% 11.3%,

White males 2002 22 20 25 +13.6% +25.0% 27.5 29.9 35.2 28.0% 17.7%

White females 2002 18 4 10 -44.4% +150.0%Ia 7.3 18.9 -23.5% 158.9%

African American and Other males 2002 146 71 54 -63.0% -23.9% 82.5 58.7 51.4 -37.7%

African American and Other females 2002 84 46 76 -9.5% +65.2% 56.4 46.9 59.4 5.3% 26.7%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th . rade 4 ears later

2000-02 176 133 169 -3.8% +27.8% 28.5 32.6 4.6%

White males 2000-02 23 19 30 +31.9% +64.0% 32.9 23.4 34.0 3.3% 45.0%

White females 2000 -02 14 15 30 +122.2% +106.9% 20.3 23.2 37.8 86.3% 63.0%

African American and Other males 2000-02 90 65 71 -21.0% +8.7% 38.8 37.7 39.9 2.8% 6.0%

African American and Other females 2000-02 50 35 38 -23.3% +11.1% 25.3 22.9 22.2 -12.5%

You
2ng

Adults Not Completing High School
18-4

2000 776 1,079 -15.6% +39.0% 29.6 29.8 -18.5% 0.5 %(

White males NA 240 83 NA NA NA 38.6 17.1 NA NA NA

White females NA 181 59 NA NA NA 29.4 13.3 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 474 370 NA NA NA 43.7 46.6 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 383 264 NA NA NA 32.4 29 1 NA NA I,

- ..
.,

Povert Rate
., .

3,315
450

3,084
-
2,331 -29 7%

* 1

-24 4%
7

36.3 37.3 28.z 22.3% 24.4'/o2000
White children 2000 371 361 -19.8% -2.7%II 13.2 12.4 -13.3% -6.1%

African American and Other children 2000 2,865 2,713 1,970 -31.2% - 27.4% VIM 49.8 36.7 -23.0% -26.3%

Income of Families wlchildren 1999 $ 2000 $ 32,617 $ 37,271 $ 41,624 +27.6% +11.7% NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 41,542 $ 55,616 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1 African American and Other families 2000 $ 25,083 $ 23,608 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

dolescent GlIA, Factor
Teenae Prenanc aes 14-17 2001 57 56 37 -35.1% -33.9% 5.0 6.5 3.8 -23.4% - 41.5%

White 2001 14 9 +80.0% -35.7% 1.4 4.5 2.8 95.8% -37.8%

African American and Other 2001 42 28 -46.2% -33.3% 6.6 7.6 4.3 -34.7% -43.4%

Delin.uenc 2002 54 71 +238.1% +31.5% 1.2 4.0 4.4 267.5% 10.2%

White males 2002 8 11 18 +125.0% +63.6% 2.8 3.9 5.6 100.9% 44.2%

White females 2002 - 5 4 NA -20.0% 0.0 1.8 1.7 NA -3.4%

i African American and Other males 2002 11 30 35 +218.2% +16.7% 1.9 7.2 6.0 217.6% -16.2%

African American and Other females 2002 2 8 14 +600.0% +75.0% 0.4 2.2 2.9 629.2% 32.6%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 10,515 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 4,890 were White, 5,331

were African-American, and 294 were other races. There were 10,106 children under age 18 in 1990, 10,338 in 1980,

10,919 in 1970, and 12,329 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 27.5% of the

population in 2000, down from 44.3% in 1960, 39.5% in 1970, and 32.5% in 1980.
In 2000 the 3,186 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.3% of the overall population: 7.2% of Whites and 9.5% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

" In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.8% of children in the county, with two or more races" at 1.2% and American
Indian and Alaska Native Alone at 0.7% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 33.1% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 46.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 46 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 7.6% of
all babies born in the county; 3.9% of all White and 11.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 93.5% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 125 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 20.6% of all born in the

county; 16.1% of all White and 25.2% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of

20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 84.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

272
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 171 babies, 28.3% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
26.9% of White and 29.7% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 52.9% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 40.4% had completed 12
grades (37.3% of Whites and 43.6% of African Americans and Others) and 31.3% had more than a high school degree
(35.7% of Whites and 26.7% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 232

babies, 38.2% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 35.0%
and in 1960 it was 12.0%. In 2001, 17.4% of White children and 59.7% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 73 babies, 12.0% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 305, constituting 50.2% of all babies, 30.0% of White babies,
and 71.1% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA&O
0Total

A White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 328 marriage licenses were issued, while 161 divorce decrees involving 153 children

were filed. In 1970, only 35 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 2,923 children
lived with only one parent. This was 33.7% of all children, up from 27.0% in 1990, 19.0% in 1980, and 14.0% in 1970. In
2000, 20.3% of White and 47.6% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,
940 or 33.4% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 19.9% of White and 49.4% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 61.0% of mothers with children under 6 and 65.8% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 30.1% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
56.2% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 989 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 83.6% of these are in licensed
programs and 16.4% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 75.1% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 16.4% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 8.5% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 65.63 for centers and $ 62.54 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 40% of centers with
pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 20% of centers with pre-school staff and 100% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 60% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 0% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 20% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 71.4% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 50% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 806 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 46.7% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
56.5% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 26.4% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 9.2% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 759 or 7.2% of all children lived with relatives, 193 or 1.8% lived with

non-relatives, 11 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 7 or 0.1% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 266 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 70 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 12.3% for physical abuse, 2.7% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 27.4% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 1.4% for medical neglect, 52.1% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 4.1% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 122 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 49.2% were male, 50.8% were female; 40.2% were White, 59.8% were African-American and
Other. By age, 52.5% were ages 0 - 5, 32.5% were ages 6 12, and 15.0% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
31.2% of the children lived in two-parent families, 45.9% in single parent families, 18.0% with unmarried couples, and
4.9% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 76 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 5.8 years. The ages of children in foster care were 15.8% 0-2, 15.8% 3-5, 25.0% 6-10, 6.6%
11-13, and 36.8% 14 and above. The foster care population is 50.0% males and 50.0% females. Regarding their future,
22.4% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 44.7% for return to a parent or guardian, 1.3% for placement
with a relative, 4.0% for independent living, 27.6% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.64 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.26 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 2,993 children and youth under the age of 18 ived in 1,380 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 28.9% of all children and youth: 15.6% of Whites and 40.4% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 29.3%, it was
32.4% in 1979 and 45.5% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 29.6% of children 0 - 5
(17.2% White, 41.2% African-American and Other), and 28.2% of children 6 - 17 (13.9% White, 40.1% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 19.1% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 52.0% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 13.5% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
59.4% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 6,128 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 3,135 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,742 16.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 2,993 28.9% 746 15.6% 2,247 40.4%

Under 125% 3,888 37.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 4,720 45.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 5,415 52.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 5,744 55.5% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 6,128 59.3% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 10,515 4,890 5,625
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.



Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $38,151. In 1989 it was $38,112, and 1979, it
was $34,937, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$19,167 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $48,295 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Colleton County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.0%.

Child Support Payments: There were 405? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 25.7 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 234,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 827 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 214. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 50, or 8.2% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 88, or
14.5% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 37 or 11.9% of Whites and 51 or 17.1% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 3 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 58 or 9.5% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 12.1% of African-American and Other babies and 7.1% of White babies. During 1999-2001,
approximately 29 or 1.7% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
1.0% of White babies and 2.4% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $7,278 and $94,430 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $1,621 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $849,206 for all low birthweight
babies, of which $711,536 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 55.8% from
16.8 to 7.4 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 94.2% from 19.2 to 1.1 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 3.2% from 14.7 to 14.3 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 1 White and 12 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 15 White and
13 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year.
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Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Colleton County went to the emergency room 1,631 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 5 White and 2 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 2 White and 9 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 47.5% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B

and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 10.3%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as.-
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have lad sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 412 to 618 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 3 reported cases of children under age 15 and 39 youth ages lf.
19 infected with gonorrhea; 2 youth under 15 and 68 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl.
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.6% first smoked by age 11, 35.9% by age 13, and 49.8% by age 15. In a typical
month, 20.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 24.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 35.3% of White male and 38.9% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 17.1% of African-American males and 8.9% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.3%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(21.2% compared with 1.7% of all other race and sex groups).
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Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities; and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,052 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 380 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 152 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 8 in

Colleton County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5.9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 662 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 441 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 1,019 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 435 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,454 uninsured children in Colleton County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 9 nurses, compared with 6 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Colleton County has increased by 60.4% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 59.8% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$14.7 million
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In June 2001, the total number of Colleton County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid Was 6,291.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 170 268 12 5 455
Children 1 - 5 691 1,016 12 59 1,778
Children 6 - 14 884 1,898 12 127 2,921
Children 15 - 18 384 722 0 31 1,137
Total 2,129 3,904 36 222 6,291

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ai
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 29.3% for Whites and 22.7% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

127 children not ready 24.3% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001

100%-V

80%.

60%

40%

20%

0%
White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

1st Grade Failures in 2002:

50 children failing 9.1% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

122 children failing 22.4% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

114 children over-age 22.1% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
124 six and seven year olds and 144 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 12.4% and 13.2% of their age groups respectively: 14.2% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 12.6% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 24.3% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 22.1% over age in grade 3, and 13.2% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 152 speech and language impaired, 380 learning disabled, 36 emotionally
disabled, 238 mentally impaired, and 105 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 13.7% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

156 students did not pass all parts 43.2% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Colleton County who did not meet standards declined from 62.3% to 41% in math and from
61.3% to 26.8% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 42.3% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 36% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 32.4% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 42.5% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 42.4% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 41.8% in 1990 and 37.3% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 59.1%, but in 2002 40.2% of 411 graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8`11 graders below basic in reading and math averaged 53.8% in 1999 and 50.8% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 13.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,066 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 165 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 49.2 34.7 38.8 58.8 53.8
4 46.2 30.4 35.2 56.6 54.9
5 50.0 38.9 33.3 60.1 61.4
6 45.9 28.3 25.0 59.4 57.7
7 61.0 45.9 45.2 72.2 67.3
8 59.7 49.5 42.9 72.6 68.3

Basic

3 38.0 42.1 43.9 33.0 37.8
4 38.4 47.8 38.5 34.9 34.7

5 38.4 42.5 43.4 36.2 33.3
6 38.5 46.5 43.5 33.1 35.4
7 28.7 34.9 42.9 22.2 23.8
8 37.4 44.2 54.5 25.8 29.7

Proficient

3 9.8 15.8 14.3 7.1 6.3
4 10.8 12.2 19.8 7.2 7.6

5 8.3 14.2 16.2 2.2 3.8
6 12.9 23.2 23.9 5.0 6.9
7 7.5 13.8 9.5 3.3 6.8
8 2.1 5.3 1.8 0.0 2.1

Advanced

3 2.9 7.4 3.1 1.1 2.1

4 4.6 9.6 6.6 1.3 2.8
5 3.3 4.4 7.1 1.4 1.5

6 2.7 2.0 7.6 2.5 0.0
7 2.9 5.5 2.4 2.2 2.0

8 0.8 1.1 0.9 1.6 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 22.0% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 788
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 222 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 36.2 29.5 18.4 52.5 32.2
4 34.3 30.5 23.1 45.4 32.6
5 43.7 41.6 25.3 53.6 48.9
6 41.4 27.3 22.6 58.1 45.0
7 44.6 30.2 19.0 61.3 49.0
8 42.0 44.2 22.3 63.4 37.5

Basic

3 39.8 36.8 39.8 34.3 49.0
4 48.1 52.5 42.9 44.7 51.4
5 43.0 44.2 45.5 42.0 41.2
6 37.7 49.5 29.0 31.9 42.0
7 43.2 53.8 50.0 37.0 39.5
8 42.4 44.2 43.8 32.5 48.6

Proficient

3 23.0 32.6 38.8 12.7 18.9

4 17.0 16.9 31.9 9.9 15.3
5 13.1 14.2 28.3 4.3 9.9
6 17.8 22.2 36.6 9.4 11.5

7 10.2 14.2 25.0 0.6 10.9
8 14.3 10.5 32.1 4.1 11.8

Advanced

3 1.0 1.1 3.1 0.6 0.0
4 0.6 0.0 2.2 0.0 0.7

5 0.2 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0

6 3.1 1.0 11.8 0.6 1.5

7 1.9 1.9 6.0 1.1 0.7

8 1.3 1.1 1.8 0.0 2.1

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

220 students drop out annually 40.5% students drop out

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 25.0% of 8th graders
failed to graduate" from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 27.6% during 1985-89, and 31.3%
during 1990-94, 38.0% during 1995-97 and 33.0% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 91.0% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
9.0% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the websi2.8 3



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 53 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 63
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 20.7% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 33.0% to 61.0%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 19.6% 20.6% 26.9% 49.2% 65.2% 24.5%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.3% 15.4% 20.6% 38.5% 43.6% 18.2%
Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 16.7% 13.1% 21.5% 34.4% 55.9% 18.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

28.6% 32.6% 12.9% 8.6% 15.0% 22.7% 6.4% 7.5% 14.9% 16.2% 15.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

10.0% 12.8% 2.0% 1.3% 11.0% 15.5% 5.0% 5.8% 7.2% 8.5% 8.0%

Been in a fight with
someone? 50.3% 34.0% 29.5% 15.4% 43.4% 28.4% 28.6% 23.4% 37.7% 24.8% 30.1%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.6% 1.1% 10.0% 10.9% 5.9% 6.8% 21.4% 30.3% 10.5% 14.6% 13.0%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

9.8% 8.5% 8.3% 7.1% 11.8% 10.9% 9.2% 12.8% 9.9% 10.2% 10.1%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

59.0% 37.4% 40.6% 19.1% 45.2% 40.0% 45.3% 29.7% 47.1% 31.3% 37.7%

Been suspended
from school? 20.0% 20.8% 11.4% 6.8% 20.9% 24.1% 13.5% 15.1% 16.6% 16.5% 16.5%
Stolen anything
worth > $5? 16.3% 22.8% 9.9% 10.4% 13.3% 16.0% 6.0% 5.9% 11.1% 12.6% 12.0%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 15.3% NA 9.8% NA 8.2% NA 8.3% NA 10.1% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 6.3% 7.3% 5.9% 1.6% 3.5% 9.9% 1.5% 3.3% 4.0% 5.3% 4.8%
Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

17.9% 16.7% 28.3% 30.0% 13.9% 14.3% 20.1% 21.3% 19.5% 20.7% 20.2%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

5.4% 9.0% 16.1% 15.7% 5.9% 4.1% 7.0% 7.2% 8.3% 8.7% 8.5%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 37.8% middle school, 49.3% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 30.0% middle school, 26.7% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 31.5% middle school, 33.5% high school;

-saw a student with drugs at school: 39.5% middle school, 61.7% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 26.3% of 7th and 8th graders and 36.8% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 40.1% had used it in the past month, compared with
28.8% of African-American males; likewise, 42.3% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.8%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 16.8% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 36.0% by age 13, and 60.0% by age 15.

During the previous year, 22.6% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.2% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 16.5% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 41.4% of eighth
graders and 71.6% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 70.4% of eighth graders and 68.5% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 51.0% ofeighth graders and 50.9% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking: * In 2001-02, 11.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.1% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
14.0% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.5% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 16.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.1% 5 or me
Among seniors, 17.3% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.0% 5 or more; however 16.5% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 12.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.0% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 22.5% of White males, 20.3% WI
females, 16.3% of African-American males, and 7.2% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.8% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 15.9% had used a drug by age 13, and 33.3% by

15.
In the past year, 8.6% of all high school students in the county who drive and 14.2% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.6% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.1% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 64.2% of seniors said it is

easy to get marijuana and 30.6% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 1 1 th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 46 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 46 in 2000 and 54 in 2001. This represented 4.5% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.8% for
Whites and 6.2% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 85.2% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Colleton County has decreased by 25.7
Overall, it has decreased by 50.9% for Whites, and decreased by 3.1% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 294 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 9.2% were age 12 or younger, 32.0% were 13 or 14, and 58.8% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 8.3% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 55 juvenile cases constituting 14.3% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 29.3% lived in families with income under $10,000,
36.1% with $10,000-$19,999 and 34.6% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 20.6% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 46.8% lived in a single parent household, 30.5% lived with other relatives, and 2.1% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
41.8% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 44.2% had at least one prior
referral and 14.3% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 1.7% had been referred by the age of 10, 7.5% by the age of 12, and 20.7% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 169 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 9.7% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 18 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 365 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 17.0% of their age group: 12.8% for White
and 20.7% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 10 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 5 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 2 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-
year period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Colleton County. The 33.7%
of children in single-parent families, 28.9% in poverty, 33.0% not graduating from school, 36.8% of high school students
using alcohol and 18.0% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of

children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

79.4% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 49.8% are born to married parents, and 66.3% lived in
two-parent families; 71.1% were not poor and 40.7% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 90.5% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 75.7% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 40.3% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 58.0% for 8th grade reading, 56.8% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 67.0% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 63.2% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 82.0% do not use drugs, and 75.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 24.0% of
3rd graders and 15.6% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 12.7% of 3th graders and
2.9% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilsondrss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel@oac.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes@ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

287

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org



Colleton County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199,

GMEa
Low Birth Weight 2001 46 50 58 +26.1% +16.0% 9.0 9.4 9.5 5.3% 1.1% 26

White babies 2001 11 14 22 +100.0% +57.1% 5.6 5.7 7.1 26.8% 24.8%
.

21

African American and Other babies 2001 35 36 36 +2.9% +0.0% 11.2 12.6 12.1 8.0% -4.4% 18

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 233 187 88 +62.2% -52.9% 45.7 35.2 14.5 -68.3% -58.7% 33

White babies 2001 48 54 37 -22.9% -31.5% 24.4 22.0 11.9 -51.2% -45.8% 16

African American and Other babies 2001 185 133 51 -72.4% -61.7% 59.1 46.7 17.1 -71.0% -63.3% 31

Infant Mortality 2001 23 28 13 -43.5% -53.6% 1.5 1.7 0.7 -49.9% -55.8%' 14

White babies 2001 6 15 1 -83.3% -93.3% 0.9 1.9 0.1 -87,9% -94.2% 8

1 African American and Other babies 2001 17 13 12 -29.4% -7.7% 1.9 1.5 1.4 -25,1% -3.2% 12

2001 58 40 46 -20.7% +15.o%

Gt:afik)
11.4 7.5 7.6 -33.2% 1.1% 40!Births to mothers under 18

i White babies 2001 14 7 12 -14.3% +71.4% 7.1 2.8 3.9 -45.1% 37.1% 36

African American and Other babies 2001 44 33 34 -22.7% +3.0% 14.1 11.6 11.4 -18.8% -1.5% 32

Births to mothers under 20 2001 111 95 125 +12.6% +31.6% 21.8 17.9 20.6 -5.4% 15.4% 29

White babies 2001 33 29 50 +51.5% -72.4% 16.8 11.8 16.1 -3.9% 36.6% 28

1

;

;education

African American and Other babies 2001 78 65 75 -3.8% -15.4% 24.9 22.8 25.2 1.0% 10.4% 17

Births to mothers with less than a high school
2001 189 151 171 -9.5% +13.2% 37.1 28.4 28.1 -24.2% -1.0% 32

i White babies 2001 72 70 83 +15.3% +18.6% 36.5 28.5 26.8 -26.7% -5.8% 39

i African American and Other babies 2001 117 81 88 -24.8% +8.6% 37.4 28.4 29.5 -21.0% 3.9% 20

i Births to single mothers"- 2001 154 201 305 +98.1% +51.7% 30.2 37.8 50.2 66.2% 32.9% 34

White babies 2001 14 36 93 +564.3% +158.3% 7.1 14.6 30.0 322.1% 105.0% 32

African American and Other babies 2001 140 165 212 +51.4% +28.5% 44.7 57.9 71.1 59.1% 22.9% 13

!Children in single parent families 2000 1,772 2,255 2,923 +65.0% +29.6% 19.0 27.0 33.7 77.2% 24.7% 25

White 2000 447 666 900 +101.3% +35.1% 9.4 15.6 20.3 115.9% 30.1% 15

African American and Other 2000 1,311 1,578 2,023 +54.3% +28.2% 27.7 38.7 47.6 71.9% 23.1% 22

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 266 172 127 -52 3% -26.2% 54.0 29.8 24.3 -55.0% -18.5% 43

White males 2001 43 28 14 -67.4% -50.0% 47.8 19.6 15.2 -68.2% -22.4% 45

White females 2001 31 18 20 -35.5% 11.1% 33.0 16.2 18.2 -44.8% 12.3% 43

African American and Other males 2001 97 68 57 -41.2% -16.2% 61.8 40.2 34.1 -44.8% -15.2% 34

African American and Other females 2001 95 58 36 -62.1% -37.9% 62.5 37.9 24.0 -61.6% -36.7% y 44

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 122 125 111 -9.0% -11.2% 26.7 22.1 20.3 -24.0% -8.1 %' 37

White males 2000 27 30 27 +0.0% -10.0% 33.1 22.3 23.2 -29.9% 4.0% 43

White females 2000 14 17 9 -35.7% -47.1% 15.8 15.4 9.7 -38.6% -37.0% 39

African American and Other males 2000 50 38 43 -14.0% +13.2% 34.4 22.1 25.3 -26.5% 14.5% 32

African American and Other females 2000 30 40 28 -6.7% -30.0% 21.4 27.0 17.9 -16.4% -33.7% 29

Grade 3 Math below standards-- 2002 211 79 255 +20.9% +222.8% 47.6 14.0 49.2 3.4% 251.4% 33

White males 2002 24 5 33 +37.5% +560.0% 29.3 4.5 34.7 18.4% 671.1% 21

White females 2002 19 11 38 +100.0% +245.5% 27.1 8.2 38.8 43.2% 373.2% 22

African American and Other males 2002 83 28 107 +28.9% +282.1% 60.1 18.5 58.8 -2.2% 217.8% 25

African American and Other females 2002 84 35 77 -8.3% +120.0% 56.0 21.1 53.8 -3.9% 155.0% 33

Grade 3 Reading below standards"- 2002 181 95 187 +3.3% +96.8% 40.8 16.9 36.2 -11.3% 114.2% 30

White males 2002 25 10 28 +12.0% +180.0% 30.1 8.9 29.5 -2.0% 231.5% 25

White females 2002 16 10 18 +12.5% +80.0% 22.9 7.5 18.4 -19.7% 145.3% 32

African American and Other males 2002 79 40 95 +20.3% +137.5% 57.2 26.7 52.5 -8,2% 96.6% 23

African American and Other females 2002 60 35 46 -23.3% +31.4% 40.0 21.1 32.2 -19.5% 52.6% 22

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 145 225 249 +71.7% +10.7% 32.4 42.5 46.7 44.1% 9.9% 22

White males 1998 22 37 36 +63.6% -2.7% 24.2 36.3 35.0 44.6% -3.6% 21

White females 1998 6 20 31 +416.7% +560% 6.7 18.4 26.3 292.5% 42.9% 2

African American and Other males 1998 59 99 102 +72.9% +3.0% 48.8 58.6 64.3 31.8% 9.7% 15

African American and Other females 1998 49 69 79 +61.2% +14.5% 36.8 46.0 53.0 44.0% 15.2% 23

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
**1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Colleton County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators

Most
Recent Year

Grade 8 Math below state standards
White males
White females
African American and Other males

2002
2002
2002

African American and Other females
Grade 8 Readin below state standards

White males
White females
African American and Other males

2002
2002
2002
2002
2002

African American and Other females
Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT

White males
White females
African American and Other males

2002
2002
1998
1998
1998

African American and Other females
Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem.t

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

1998
1998

2002

2002
2002
2002
2002

2000-02

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000-02
2000-02
2000-02
2000-02

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

NA
NA
NA

Povert Rate
White children
African American and Other children

Income of Families w/children 1999 $
White families
African American and Other families

2000
2000
2000
2000
2000
2000

Education ((continued
Number Percent

1980* 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

324 195 284 -12.3% +45.6% 62.3 41 59.7 -4.2%
37 33 47 +27.0% +42 4% 37.8 33.3 49.5 31.0%
39 20 48 +23.1% +140.0% 41.1 22.7 42.9 4.4%

122 76 90 -26.2% +18.4% 73.0 51.0 72.6 -0.5%
126 64 99 -21.4% +54.7% 78.7 46.7 68.3 -13.2%
319 128 199 -37.6% +55.5% 61.3 26.8 42.0 -31.5%

42 23 42 +0.0% +82.6% 42.9 23.2 44.2 3.0%
31 14 25 -19.4% +78 6% 32.6 15.7 22.3 -31.6%

122 53 78 -36.1% +47.2% 73.0 35.3 63.4 -13.2%
124 36 54 -56.5% +50.0% 77.5 26.3 37.5 -51.6%
NA 223 208 NA -6.7% NA 41.8 40.4 NA

NA 44 NA NA NA NA 37.9 29.3 NA

NA 15 NA NA NA NA 15.8 17.9 NA

NA 80 NA NA NA NA 53 58.6 NA

NA 84 NA NA NA NA 48.8 49.4 NA

251 187 156 -37.8% -16.6% 56.7 44.4 43.2 -23.8%

35 24 22 -37.1% -8 3% 37.6 25.3 34.4 -8.5%
25 29 23 -8.0% -20.7% 29.4 34.9 24.2 -17.7%
83 71 52 -37.3% -26 8% 72.8 55.9 55.9 -23.2%

108 62 59 -45.4% 4.8% 71.5 53.9 54.1 -24.3%

135 149 220 +63.0% +47.7% 26.3 28.0 40.5 54.1%

31 41 60 +97.8% +47.2% 28.2 35.8 52.0 84.2%
23 22 45 +98.5% +103.0% 24.5 21.6 37.4 53.0%
44 52 69 +59.4% +34.6% 27.7 33.2 44.5 60.8%
39 35 46 +18.6% +32.4% 24.5 21.6 30.0 22.5%

1,193 922 963 -19.3% +4.4% 33.5 32.0 20.7 -38.2%

324 265 NA NA NA 38.3 36.0 NA NA

237 190 NA NA NA 27.6 27.6 NA NA

333 273 NA NA NA 36.1 38.5 NA NA

299 194 NA NA NA 31.9 25.9 NA NA

0 CS
28.9 -10.8%3,349 2,925 2,993 -10.6% 32.4 29.3

608 479 746 +22.7% 55.7% 12.5 10.6 15.6 24.8%

2,721 2,446 2,247 -17.4% -8.1% 50.1 44.9 40.4 -19.4%

$ 34,937 $ 38,112 $ 38,151 +9.2% +0.1% NA NA NA NA

$ 42,203 $ 48,351 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

25,876 $ 26,753 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Factors

Percent
Change 90-

pres
19

45.6%
48.6%
89.0%

46.3%
56,7%
90.5%
42.0%
79 6%
42.6%
-3.3%

-22.7

10.6%

36.0%
-30.7%

0.0%
0.4%

44.5%

45.3%
73.5%

39 3%

-35.3%

NA
NA
NA
NA

-1.4%
47.2%

-10.1%
NA
NA
NA

Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 70 62 54 -22.9% -12.9% 5.5 5.6 4.5 -17.7% -19.6%

White 2001 17 16 16 -5.9% +0.0% 2.9 3.2 2.8 -4.4% -12.5%

African American and Other 2001 53 46 38 -28.3% -17.4% 7.5 7.5 6.2 -16.9% -17.3%

Delinquency 2002 67 83 169 +152.2% +103.6% 3.6 4.7 9.7 168.3% 105.5%

White males 2002 28 36 42 +50.0% +16.7% 5.7 7.0 10.2 79.7% 46.3%

White females 2002 11 17 26 +136.4% +52.9% 2.7 4.3 6.0 123.9% 40.6%

African American and Other males 2002 24 26 68 +183.3% +161.5% 5.0 6.0 14.8 195.7% 146.4%

African American and Other females 2002 4 4 33 +725.0% +725.0% 0.8 0.9 7.2 796.7% 697.1%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**13SAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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In 2000 there were an estimated 17,709 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 8,408 were White, 8,985
were African-American, and 316 were other races. There were 17,469 children under age 18 in 1990, 20,730 in 1980,
20,883 in 1970, and 23,860 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.3% of the
population in 2000, down from 45.1% in 1960, 39.1% in 1970, and 33.1% in 1980.

In 2000 the 5,637 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.4% of the overall population: 6.8% of Whites and 10.4% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0.17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 1.8% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 0.9% and "some other
race alone" at 0.5% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 32.2% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 50.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 63 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.7% of
all babies born in the county; 5.1% of all White and 8.1% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 93.7% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 158 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 16.8% of all born in the
county; 13.1% of all White and 20.1% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 86.1% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 234 babies, 24.8% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
19.6% of White and 29.6% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 51.4% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 40.0% had completed 12
grades (34.0% of Whites and 45.4% of African Americans and Others) and 35.2% had more than a high school degree
(46.4% of Whites and 24.9% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 405
babies, 42.9% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 34.1%

and in 1960 it was 13.1%. In 2001, 19.6% of White children and 64.3% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 91 babies, 9.7% of all born in 2001, whose fathers

formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are added,

the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 496, constituting 52.6% of all babies, 28.7% ofWhite babies, and

74.4% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA&O

5 Total
White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 438 marriage licenses were issued, while 319 divorce decrees involving 242 children

were filed. In 1970, only 114 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 5,571 children

lived with only one parent. This was 38.2% of all children, up from 31.1% in 1990, 20.8% in 1980, and 17.0% in 1970. In

2000, 21.6% of White and 56.4% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

1,458 or 36.8% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 17.2% of White and 59.0% ofAfrican American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 60.5% of mothers with children under 6 and 71.7% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 40.9% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
58.1% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 1,628 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 87.1% of these are in licensed

programs and 12.9% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 79.4% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 11.4% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 7.4% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 1.8% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 68.98 for centers and $ 61.58 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 50% of centers with

pre-school staff and 20% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-

$8 per hour are 42.9% of centers with pre-school staff and 80% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 35.7% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 0% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 57.1% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 63.1% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 10.5% have less than a high

school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 620 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 32.4% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

56.3% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 18.2% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 9.3% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,324 or 7.5% of all children lived with relatives, 257 or 1.5% lived with

non-relatives, 19 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 50 or 0.3% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 807 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 202 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 8.5% for physical abuse, 5.7% for sexual abuse, 0.7% for mental injury,

51.8% for physical neglect, 13.5% for educational neglect, 7.8% for medical neglect, 12.1% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 285 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 56.5% were male, 43.5% were female; 46.0% were White, 54.0% were African-American and
Other. By age, 37.8% were ages 0 - 5, 45.6% were ages 6 - 12, and 16.6% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
18.6% of the children lived in two-parent families, 69.1% in single parent families, 11.2% with unmarried couples, and

1.1% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 92 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.9 years. The ages of children in foster care were 19.6% 0-2, 8.7% 3-5, 28.3% 6-10, 10.9%

11-13, and 32.6% 14 and above. The foster care population is 51.1% males and 48.9% females. Regarding their future,
15.2% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 62.0% for return to a parent or guardian, 2.2% for placement

with a relative, 14.1% for independent living, 6.5% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.81 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.22 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.



ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 4,719 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 2,262 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 27.0% of all children and youth: 12.5% of Whites and 39.7% of African- Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 26.5%, it was
29.4% in 1979 and 36.4% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 24.3% of children 0 5

(9.6% White, 36.9% African-American and Other), and 26.9% of children 6 - 17 (13.2% White, 39.1% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 22.1% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 47.0% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 12.2% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
60.1% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 9,264 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 4,545 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 2,275 13.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 4,719 27.0% 1,026 12.5% 3,693 39.7%

Under 125% 6,095 34.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 7,360 42.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 8,217 47.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 8,826 50.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 9,264 52.9% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 17,709 8,408 9,301
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $43,659. In 1989 it was $41,034, and 1979, it
was $38,700, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$22,778 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $55,969 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Darlington County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.8%.

Child Support Payments: There were 756' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 31.2 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 216,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 1,512 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 198. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 321, or 34.0% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 351,
or 37.2% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 120 or 26.7% of Whites and 231 or 46.9% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 10 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 117 or 12.4% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 17.0% of African-American and Other babies and 7.3% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 75 or 2.6% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.3% of White babies and 3.8% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $12,545 and $109,298 for each very low
birthweight baby, compared with $1,923 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of
$2,105,915 for all low birthweight babies, of which $1,574,830 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 26.7% from
19.2 to 14.1 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 26.0% from 14.1 to 10.4 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 28.3% from 24.2 to 17.3 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 14 White and 26 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 21

White and 37 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

?
Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 294



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Darlington County went to the emergency room 1,927 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 7 White and 10 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 9 White and 17 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 48.5% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 10.3%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thr
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 643 to 965 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identific
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 1 reported cases of children under age 15 and 73 youth ages lf
19 infected with gonorrhea; 5 youth under 15 and 112 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 18.9% first smoked by age 11, 38.8% by age 13, and 53.6% by age 15. In a typical
month, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 29.0% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 37.3% of White male and 37.8% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 20.2% of African-American males and 10.6% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (4.8%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(18.6% compared with 0.9% of all other race and sex groups).

Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national

reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than, 17

are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;

delays, learning disabilities; and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,771 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications f

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an

many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.
Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron

bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen

(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).
Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 1,017 students in grades

12 with learning disabilities and 250 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.
Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For

example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 20 in

Darlington County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form

of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or

community activities is: 913% for substantia 1 functional impairment and 5.9% for extreme functional impairment. The

rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in

the county there are 12% or 1,067 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment

and 8% or 711 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,

depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and

disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent

among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so

sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator

of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"

in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth

with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current

Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes

under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the

county, there are 1,540 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 838 children above

200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 2,378 uninsured children in Darlington County. The number

lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are

often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the

county, this would suggest the need for 15 nurses, compared with 11 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into

Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,

Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,

enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Darlington County has increased by 78.8% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus

Medicaid and PHC were serving 55.6% of all children in hat age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South

Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average

statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$23.1 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Darlington County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 9,843.

The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 233 418 3 6 660

Children 1 - 5 825 1,962 14 94 2,895

Children 6 - 14 1,284 3,257 10 183 4,734

Children 15 - 18 461 1,065 4 24 1,554

Total 2,803 6,702 31 307 9,843

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil

hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, al

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke

below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 37.3% for Whites and 44.4% f

African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et

Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the eat

grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

81 children not ready 9.4% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

70 children failing 7.7% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

114 children failing 12.4% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

145 children over-age 17.1% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

272 six and seven year olds and 315 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,

approximately 15.8% and 16.6% of their age groups respectively: 17.0% of White 8 9 year olds were in special

education and 16.4% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early

grades. With 9.4% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 17.1% over age in grade 3, and 16.6% of eight and nine year-olds

placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious

handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been

accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 250 speech and language impaired, 1,017 learning disabled, 26 emotionally

disabled, 505 mentally impaired, and 202 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 17.5% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

294 students did not pass all parts 40.8% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage

of 8th grade students in Darlington County who did not meet standards declined from 64.7% to 33.8% in math and from

55.2% to 33.1% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 30.8% not meeting 8th grade math standards

in 1998 and 35.9% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is

comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 33.3% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 38.7% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 31.7% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 36.3% in 1990 and 35.9% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 56.8%, but in 2002 37.2% of 4th graders were below basic in reading

and math; the percentage of gh graders below basic in reading and math averaged 46.3% in 1999 and 51.4% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased

by 18.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,717 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 393 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 39.5 27.9 25.2 50.3 43.5

4 39.2 21.4 20.1 58.1 46.8

5 48.9 32.0 27.4 64.5 63.4

6 40.2 23.4 25.0 56.7 47.7

7 59.1 50.7 41.1 75.3 62.2

8 53.1 39.0 27.3 71.5 62.2

Basic

3 36.4 33.1 36.8 36.6 37.9

4 35.1 38.0 36.1 33.0 34.6

5 36.4 45.7 44.2 30.3 29.1

6 41.0 46.9 45.8 33.0 41.2

7 24.6 23.9 29.7 18.3 27.7

8 34.0 39.0 44.1 24.8 33.0

Proficient

3 13.8 19.8 17.8 9.0 13.0

4 16.8 23.0 28.9 6.8 13.9

5 11.5 16.2 21.8 4.4 6.7

6 13.5 20.0 20.2 7.7 9.3

7 10.7 15.4 18.8 5.0 7.1

8 9.6 15.8 21.1 2.0 4.8

Advanced

3 10.3 19.2 20.2 4.1 5.6

4 8.8 17.6 14.9 2.2 4.6

5 3.2 6.1 6.6 0.8 0.8

6 5.3 9.7 8.9 2.6 1.9

7 5.6 10.0 10.4 1.4 3.0

8 3.3 6.2 7.5 1.6 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 16.0% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,410

students bebw basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 269 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 34.2 23.8 16.0 44.3 40.6

4 35.2 24.6 13.9 59.4 32.8

5 43.4 34.5 16.2 64.5 50.4

6 38.7 28.4 17.3 61.4 39.4

7 45.1 40.1 23.3 64.2 45.4

8 49.6 43.8 22.4 69.8 51.7

Basic

3 38.4 34.3 35.8 38.7 42.0

4 43.9 44.9 48.5 34.5 50.4

5 43.6 53.3 53.3 31.9 40.2

6 38.7 41.5 42.3 30.0 43.1

7 40.2 40.1 46.0 31.5 45.0

8 36.5 39.3 46.0 24.9 40.0

Proficient

3 25.4 37.8 45.1 16.4 15.9

4 20.0 30.5 35.6 5.8 15.5

5 12.8 12.2 29.4 3.6 9.4

6 19.0 26.7 33.3 8.6 13.0

7 13.4 18.8 26.2 4.3 9.3

8 11.4 14.0 24.8 4.9 7.0

Advanced

3 2.0 4.1 3.1 0.7 1.4

4 0.9 0.0 2.1 0.4 1.3

5 0.2 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0

6 3.5 3.4 7.1 0.0 4.6

7 1.3 1.0 4.5 0.0 0.4

8 2.5 2.8 6.8 0.4 1.3

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

353 students drop out annually 39.4% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 27.4% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 29.0% during 1985-89, and 32.7%

during 1990-94, 37.8% during 1995-97 and 42.4% during 1998-2000.**.

During 2001-02, 99.0% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
1.0% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 33 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 138

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 19.9% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not

completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 34.2% to 59.1%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation

necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-

achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 15.1% 26.3% 34.7% 40.9% 78.7% 29.0%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 10.6% 17.6% 20.8% 19.7% 61.9% 18.3%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 9.6% 18.3% 24.8% 31.8% 55.4% 20.5%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

21.7% 29.4% 6.2% 7.7% 16.0% 21.7% 5.1% 8.1% 12.1% 16.2% 14.3%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

9.0% 12.4% 1.5% 2.9% 11.3% 14.2% 4.4% 6.1% 6.7% 8.8% 7.8%

Been in a fight with
someone? 38.8% 32.6% 23.2% 19.9% 45.0% 31.8% 35.1% 25.2% 36.0% 27.2% 31.1%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 3.4% 2.3% 10.9% 14.9% 6.6% 5.8% 22.9% 25.0% 11.3% 12.5% 12.0%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

9.8% 6.5% 8.3% 10.3% 15.4% 12.4% 11.0% 11.6% 11.4% 10.4% 10.8%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

37.5% 27.8% 21.3% 18.2% 38.1% 32.0% 34.9% 28.8% 33.3% 26.7% 29.6%

Been suspended
from school? 12.7% 19.7% 8.9% 13.5% 30.2% 27.2% 18.5% 20.7% 18.3% 20.3% 19.4%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 11.9% 15.3% 7.9% 10.1% 14.8% 12.8% 8.6% 8.9% 10.9% 11.6% 11.3%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 15.9% NA 13.7% NA 10.1% NA 4.2% NA 11.1% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 5.8% 8.5% 1.7% 4.4% 7.4% 7.0% 1.5% 2.6% 4.2% 5.5% 4.9%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

17.1% 19.1% 30.0% 33.5% 16.5% 13.5% 27.3% 30.4% 22.6% 24.4% 23.6%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.3% 9.9% 13.7% 19.7% 7.3% 4.3% 8.0% 10.7% 8.7% 11.2% 10.1%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they

would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 35.7% middle school, 48.7% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 26.6% middle school, 22.6% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 27.6% middle school, 30.5% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 36.5% middle school, 62.3% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 23.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 35.9% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol h the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 38.6% had used it in the past month, compared with
23.5% of African-American males; likewise, 40.3% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 25.2%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 13.7% had used alcohol by age If or
younger, 32.8% by age 13, and 61.6% by age 15.

During the previous year, 23.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 34.6% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.6% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 40.8% of eighth
graders and 71.3% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 72.8% of eighth graders and 68.9% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 45.5% of eighth graders and 51.1% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 8.0% of 7th and gh graders and 18.3% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.6% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.4% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 17.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 9.9% 5 or me

Among seniors, 23.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.4% 5 or more; however 19.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs :* In 2001-02, 11.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.4% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 24.7% of White males, 21.8% WI

females, 15.2% of African-American males, and 6.9% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug

at an early age: 5.7% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 18.2% had used a drug by age 13, and 38.0% by

15.
In the past year, 10.9% of all high school students in the county who drive and 15.8% of seniors who drive said

that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 24.1% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.6% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 66.7% of seniors said

it is easy to get marijuana and 36.6% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of

females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 77 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 58 in 2000 and 70 in 2001. This represented 3.7% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several

times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 3.0% for

Whites and 4.5% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 90.0% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Darlington County has decreased by 34.7

Overall, it has decreased by 16.7% for Whites, and decreased by 43.0% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 416 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor

for delinquency; of these, 10.1% were age 12 or younger, 36.8% were 13 or 14, and 53.1% were 15 or older.
Of the referrals to the family court, 10.4% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug

trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 153 juvenile cases constituting 22.2% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include

truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.
Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 54.3% lived in families with income under $10,000,

19.7% with $10,000-$19,999 and 26.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 16.6% of delinquents lived with both

natural parents, while 59.6% lived in a single parent household, 22.5% lived with other relatives, and 1.3% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

41.8% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 55.0% had at least one prior

referral and 25.7% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 1.7% had been referred by the age of 10, 9.7% by the age of 12, and 27.5% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 220 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 7.9% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.

Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 66 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

F'gure 13: Percentage of 15 -17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 391 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 11.2% of their age group: 6.3% for White and

16.2% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition

from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 27 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 13 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 1 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Darlington County. The
38.2% of children in single-parent families, 27.0% in poverty, 42.4% not graduating from school, 35.9% of high school
students using alcohol and 20.4% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many
children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community

citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

83.2% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 47.4% are born to married parents, and 61.8% lived in
two-parent families; 73.0% were not poor and 47.1% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 87.6% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 90.6% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 46.9% scored basic or better on PACT for gh grade math and 50.4% for gh grade reading, 59.2% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 57.6% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 64.1% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.6% do not use drugs, and 71.0% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a

problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 27.4% of

3rd graders and 13.9% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 24.1% of 3rd graders and
12.9% of gh graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1 -800- 888 -7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson(th,drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel(@,oge.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(aioge.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Darlington County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90-pres

199

G026 0Ia
Low Birth Weight 2001 87 114 117 +34.5% +2.6% 9.3 11.6 12.4 33.4% 6.7% 31

White babies IECIMINMEilli=151 +26.9% -38.9% 5.6 10.5 7.3 30.4% -30.7% ERNA
African American and Other babies IIEBNIMED 60 84 MIENEMIM3 12.8 12.8 17.0 32.7% 32.9% IIME3

24
.1Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 386 317 351 +9.1% +10.7% 41.2 32.3 37.2 -9.7% 15.1%

MEZEITI 2001 111Mia 89 120 .15130MMI 26.9 17.3 26.7 -0.7% 53.9%1Mgi
African American and Other babies EraIIIIEEMMEMINMEM1=1113WIMI 55.2 48.7 46.9 -15.1% -3.8% Emma

Infant Mortality 2001 58 58 40 -31,0% -31.0% 2.0 1.9 1.4 -29.9% -26.7% 33

White babies lerrillirilIMMtlirMIZEZ=EM 1.4 1.4 1.0 -25.4% -26.0% aliMa
African American and Other babies 2001 IIMEIMINERIMMIMME3=6:10 2.5 2.4 1.7 -31.9% -28.3% MEM

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 97 78 63 -35.1% -19 2% 10.4 8.0 6.7 -35.3% -15.7% 38

White babies IECIIIIMMIEUMECIMMISEill 6.3 3.7 5.1 -18.9% 37.7% 29

African American and Other babies IECIII 68 59 40 IMEEMBEFB 14.3 12.6 8.1 -43.3% -35.6% 35

Births to mothers under 20 2001 210 201 158 -24 8% -21 4% 22.4 20.5 16.8 -25.1% -18.0% 31

White babies 2001 IIMIZIMIllKIMISISZINIMIKEINEOEINIMill 22

African American and Other babies 2001 135 134 99 .1631311.22MENDEI 28.6 20.1 -29.3% -29.9% 29

Births to mothers with less than a high school2001education
307 294 234 -23,8% 20.4% 32.8 30.0 24.8 -24.4% -17.2%

White babies 2001 138 123 88 MEMIMEDMINErn 24.0 19.6 -34.5% -18.3%

African American and Other babies 2001 169 171 146 IMEEMMEEIMMiaa 36.5 29.6 -16.8% -18.9% 31

Births to single mothers 2001 264 380 496 +87,9% +30.5% 28.2 38.7 52.6 86.5% 35.8% 29

White babies lErallIMBI=131MEEZI '480.8% MEMINEXIM:111M1110 10

African American and Other babies 2001 241 313 367 IMEMEMED Mal 66.9 74.4 46.7% 11.3% 36

1Children in single parent families 2000 3,845 4,507 5,571 +44.9% +23.6% 20.8 31.1 38.2 83.5% 22.7% 32

i White 2000 1,080 1,220 1,655 EISIEEMMIRWEI 15.4 21.6 112.1% 40.5% 25

African American and Other 2000 gmlowisinimajwisgamozi=BEI 50.1 56.4 69.3% 12.5% 39

- Not Ready for Grade 1

Education
2001 371 273 81 -78.2% - 70.3 %i 34,5 28.4 9.4 -72.8% -66.9% 15

White males 2001 66 59 15 mamma:Eamummamscsi -72.0% -69.6% IIMEEI
White females rr 33 32 12 -63.6% -62.5% MGM 14.6 8.8 -39.3% -39.7% amp
African American and Other males 2001 151 108 35 -76.8% -87.8% MaXIMEMISIMEEI

31.2 7.8 -80.8% -75.0% 8
African American and Other females 2001 IMESSIMNIENII=EIMIZOMMEZIIMCMI

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 154 115 136 -11.7% +18.3% 14.7 12.3 14.6 -0.7% 18.7% 14

White males 2000 IMBIIIIiminismcgmegamalmomimmisonci
White females 2000 24 18 15 -37.5% -16.7% MIA 8.2 8.7 -16.3% 6. /% 24

African American and Other males 2000 64 32 57 -10.9% +78.1 %'d1 12.7 19.0 -16.7% 49.6%

African American and Other females 2000 33 30 36 +9.1% +20.0% mu 13.2 13.7 15.1% 3.8% 111=Efi
Grade 3 Math below standards "" 2002 413 159 359 -13.1% +125.8% 40.2 18.1 39.5 -1.7% 118.2% 20

White males 2002 62 16 48 -22.6% +200.0% MD 8.4 27.9 11.6% 232.1%

White females KM 65 18 41 -36.9% +127.8% IMME1 8.6 25.2 -11.0% 193.0%

African American and Other males IIIIIIIIIIME111=112=39121MIECEEI=II 23.5 50.3 -9.4% 114.0% 17

African American and Other females 2002 135 68 124 -8.1% +82.4% mai 28.9 43.5 -14.0% 50.5%

Grade 3 Reading below standards" 2002 384 138 309 -19.5% +123.9% 37.4 15.7 34.2 -8.6% 117.8% 22

White males WM 76 19 41 -46.1% +115.8% wErjg 10.0 23.8 -22.5% 138.0% 27

White females 2002 57 11 26 -54.4% +136.4 %'I 5.3 16.0 -35.5% 201.9% IMMO
African American and Other males WOE 145 62 127 -12,4% +104.8% EIZEIMEIME1 22

African American and Other females 2002 104 45 115 +10.6% +155.6% MIKEI 19.2 40.6 4.1% 111.5% IMITI
Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 331 357 233 -29.6% -34.7% 33.3 38.7 33.6 0.9% -13.2% 24

White males 1998 60 60 29 -51.7% -51.7% mini 27.9 20.0 -25.7% -28.3% 29

White females 1998 40 42 25 -37.5% -40.5% min 20.7 17.5 4.2% -15.5% mon
African American and Other males 1998 128 144 94 -26.6% -34.7% MB 53.9 49.0 -0.4% -9.1% MD
African American and Other females 1998 100 108 85 -15.0% -21.3% EagaMEMEI 26

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
**1 is best, 46 is worst.
***Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Darlington County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Ed c co 1 -771

Indicators Number Percent

Most 1980'
Recent Year.

1990'
Most

Recent

Percent

Change 80-
pros

Percent

Change 90-
pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent

Change 80-

pres

Percent

Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 639 314 432 -32.4% +37.6% 64.7 33.8 53.1 -17.9% 57.1%

White males 2002 130 45 69 -46.9% +53.3% 48.9 19.5 39.0 -20.2% 100.0%

White females 2002 130 55 44 -66.2% -20.0% 50.6 24.2 27.3 -46.0% 12.8%

African American and Other males 2002 186 107 176 -5.4% +64.5% 79.8 48.0 71.5 -10.4% 49.0%

African American and Other females 2002 191 107 143 -25.1% +33.6% 83.4 43.3 62.2 -25.4% 43.6%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards" 2002 547 309 404 -26.1% +30.7% 55.2 33.1 49.6 -10.1% 49.8%

White males 2002 114 56 78 -31.6% +39.3% 42.5 24.1 43.8 3.1% 81.7%

White females 2002 87 35 36 -58.6% +2.9% 33.8 15.3 22.4 -33.7% 46.4%

African American and Other males 2002 184 116 171 -7.1% +47.4% 79.0 51.8 69.8 -11.6% 34.7%

African American and Other females 2002 160 102 119 -25.6% +16.7% 69.6 41.0 51.7 -25.7% 26.1%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 396 275 NA -30.6% NA 36.3 34.2 NA -5.8%

White males 1998 NA 67 NA NA NA NA 24.5 21.8 NA -11.0%

White females 1998 NA 39 NA NA NA NA 17 17.5 NA 2.9%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 170 NA NA NA NA 53.8 49.3 NA -8.4%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 119 NA NA NA NA 44.6 43.6 NA -2.2%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem.t

2002 438 263 294 -32.9% +11.8% 50.9 33.8 40.8 -19.8% 20.7%

White males 2002 73 37 38 -47.9% +2.7% 34.9 20.8 25.3 -27.5% 21.6%

White females 2002 56 32 40 -28.6% +25.0% 26.1 16.4 22.9 -12.3% 39.6%

African American and Other males 2002 155 86 100 -35.5% +16.3% 71.1 48.3 53.8 -24.3% 11.4%

African American and Other females 2002 153 108 115 -24.8% +6.5% 70.2 47.6 56.1 -20.1% 17.9%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

2000-02 314 368 353 +12.5% -4.2% 30.7 33.4 39.4 28.5% 18.1%

White males 2000-02 100 101 87 -12.9% -13.8% 33.8 36.5 40.8 20.6% 11.5%

White females 2000-02 42 66 58 +40.6% -11.6% 18.2 25.6 29.7 63.2% 15.9%

African American and Other males 2000-02 99 98 123 +25.2% +26.5% 38.0 34.9 49.5 30.2% 41.7%

African American and Other females 2000-02 74 104 84 +14.0% -18.9% 30.9 35.8 35.7 15.7% -0.2%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 2,257 1,881 1,717 -23.9% -8.7% 31.2 32.1 19.9 -36.4% -38.1%

White males NA 684 507 NA NA NA 36.0 31.1 NA NA NA

White females NA 583 348 NA NA NA 27.5 21.3 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 493 551 NA NA NA 34.1 48.1 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA i 497 475 NA NA NA 28.2 32.7 NA NA NA1

r omIcs,
Poverty Rate 2000 I 6,112 4,529 4,719 -22.8% +4.2% 29.4 26.5 27.0 -8.2% 1.9%

White children 2000 1,385 988 1,026 -25.9% +3.8% 13.0 11.5 12.5 -3.8% 8.7%

African American and Other children 2000 4,672 3,541 3,693 -21.0% +4.3% 46.6 41.6 39.7 -14.9% -4.6%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 38,700 $ 41,034 $ 43,659 +12.8% +6.4% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 45,069 $ 50,116 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 27 1367 $ 27,059 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

,' f Adolescent Clhai F actors 1
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 104 97 70 -32.7% -27.8% 4.4 4.6 3.7 -15.7% -19.6%,-

25.0%
White 2001 33 26 28 -15.2% +7.7% 2.7 2.4 3.0 11.9%

African American and Other 2001 71 71 42 -40.8% -40.8% 6.2 6.8 4.5 -27.8% -33.8%

Delinquency 2002 103 116 220 +113.6% +89.7% 2.9 3.6 7.9 172.9% 119.8%

White males 2002 37 44 56 +51.4% +27.3% 3.8 5.0 8.1 113.6% 62.3%

White females 2002 12 15 34 +183.3% +126.7% 1.3 1.8 5.0 284.6% 177.8%

African American and Other males 2002 36 48 91 +152.8% +89.6% 4.3 6.1 13.0 202.3% 113.1%

African American and Other females 2002 18 9 39 +116.7% +333.3% 2.2 1.2 5.5 149.7% 357.7%

'Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
"BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 8,932 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 3,529 were White, 4,931

were African-American, and 472 were other races. There were 9,185 children under age 18 in 1990, 11,210 in 1980,

12,454 in 1970, and 14,955 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 29.1% of the

population in 2000, down from 48.9% in 1960, 43.2% in 1970, and 36.1% in 1980.
In 2000 the 2,797 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 9.1% of the overall population: 6.9% of Whites and 11.0% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

White
39.5%

( AA&O*
60.5%

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 5.3% of children in the county, with American Indian and Alaska Native Alone at
2.6% and "some other race alone" at 1.3% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 34.6% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 50.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 34 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 7.1% of

all babies born in the county; 3.1% of all White and 10.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 94.1% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.
In 2001, 104 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 21.8% of all born in the

county; 14.6% of all White and 28.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of

20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 88.5% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

308
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 152 babies, 32.4% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,

32.7% of White and 32.1% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 62.1% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 43.5% had completed 12

grades (34.5% of Whites and 51.4% of African Americans and Others) and 24.1% had more than a high school degree

(32.7% of Whites and 16.5% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 211

babies, 44.3% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 47.0%

and in 1960 it was 19.1%. In 2001, 23.5% of White children and 63.2% of African-American and Other children were

born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.
Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 78 babies, 16.4% of all born in 2001, whose

fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 289, constituting 60.7% of all babies, 37.2% of White babies,

and 82.0% of African-American and Others.

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0°A

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA &O

6Total
A White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity

acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single

mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 1,620 marriage licenses were issued, while 144 divorce decrees involving 107 children

were filed. In 1970, only 35 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single -Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single -parent families. In 2000, 2,994 children

lived with only one parent. This was 41.7% of all children, up from 35.3% in 1990, 24.3% in 1980, and 18.9% in 1970. In

2000, 22.2% of White and 56.7% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,

877 or 44.8% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 22.5% of White and 62.3% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 63.2% of mothers with children under 6 and 70.6% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 47.3% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:

62.7% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 1,248 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 79.4% of these are in licensed

programs and 20.6% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 69.1% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than

12 children, 20.2% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 10.3% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.4% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 59.97 for centers and $ 53.00 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 42.9% of centers with

pre-school staff and 66.7% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying

$6-$8 per hour are 42.9% of centers with pre-school staff and 33.3% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 42.9% of centers, most pre-school staffand in 66.7% of centers most assistants have
only a high school degree. In 85.7% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 75% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 21.4% have less than

a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 303 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 22.0% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

44.6% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 9.8% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 9.2% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 690 or 7.7% of all children lived with relatives, 122 or 1.4% lived with

non-relatives, 5 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 1 or 0.0% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 271 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 67 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 15.1% for physical abuse, 7.5% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 32.1% for physical neglect, 1.9% for educational neglect, 1.9% for medical neglect, 39.6% for threat of harm for

physicaUsexual abuse, and 1.9% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 127 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 59.8% were male, 40.2% were female; 36.2% were White, 63.8% were African-American and

Other. By age, 43.3% were ages 0 5, 40.9% were ages 6 - 12, and 15.7% were ages 13 17. In the indicated cases,

18.9% of the children lived in two-parent families, 74.0% in single parent families, 6.3% with unmarried couples, and 0.8%

in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 54 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 7.8 years. The ages of children in foster care were 9.3% 0-2, 14.8% 3-5, 25.9% 6-10, 13.0%

11-13, and 37.0% 14 and above. The foster care population is 44.4% males and 55.6% females. Regarding their future,
48.2% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 16.7% for return to a parent or guardian, 5.6% for placement

with a relative, 14.8% for independent living, 14.8% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.44 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.05 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary

for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 2,950 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 1,237 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 33.4% of all children and youth: 15.4% of Whites and 45.3% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 37.3%, it was

37.6% in 1979 and 48.4% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 40.6% of children 0 5

(21.8% White, 52.0% African-American and Other), and 30.1% of children 6 - 17 (12.9% White, 41.8% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 26.6% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate

among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the

economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 55.2% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 14.5% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up

64.8% of all the county's children living in poverty.
In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty

threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 5,572 children ages 0-17 who were less

than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 2,622 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,662 18.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 2,950 33.4% 539 15.4% 2,411 45.3%

Under 125% 3,555 40.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 4,224 47.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 4,975 56.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 5,180 58.7% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 5,572 63.1% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 8,932 3,529 5,403

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $37,943. In 1989 it was $35,114, and 1979, it

was $31,932, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$20,226 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $49,464 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Dillon County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 0.9%.

Child Support Payments: There were 567' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 31.6 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 222,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 898 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 202. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 127, or 26.7% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 141,

or 29.6% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 62 or 27.4% of Whites and 79 or 31.6% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 3 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 46 or 9.7% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 12.4% of African-American and Other babies and 6.6% of White babies. During 1999-2001,

approximately 41 or 2.8% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:

0.6% of White babies and 4.7% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low

birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $7,840 and $75,207 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $2,116 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,027,824 for all low
birthweight babies, of which $877,098 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 40.4% from

16.2 to 9.6 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 87.9% from 12.6 to 1.5 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 11.8% from 18.5 to 16.4 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year

period 1999-2001, 1 White and 13 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 8

White and 18 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 312



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Dillon County went to the emergency room 1,251 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,

and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 2 White and 4 African-American and Other children

ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 4 White and 4 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate

preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 62.2% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen

in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 13.8%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success

demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through

sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15

year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as

15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,

research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eve'

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thri

month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 343 to 515 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identific

for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 10 reported cases of children under age 15 and 40 youth ages

19 infected with gonorrhea; 8 youth under 15 and 65 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi

undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mar

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f

20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 14.6% first smoked by age 11, 31.9% by age 13, and 46.7% by age 15. In a typical

month, NA% of 7th and 8th graders and 23.4% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much more

likely than African-Americans to smoke: 30.1% of White male and 36.7% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 23.6% of African-American males and 13.2% of African American females. A smaller but

significant group of high school students (2.5%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males

(8.8% compared with 1.3% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but

county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Dillon County. One of 3

districts participated (District 2), and only for grades 9 - 12.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national

reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17

are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development

delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 893 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an

many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.
Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron

bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen

(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).
Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 157 students in grades 1-

with learning disabilities and 211 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.
Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For

example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 13 in

Dillon County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form

of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The

rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in

the county there are 12% or 561 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment

and 8% or 374 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and

disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent

among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so

sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator

of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"

in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth

with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes

under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the

county, there are 926 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 333 children above

200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,260 uninsured children in Dillon County. The number lacking

basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often

dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,

this would suggest the need for 8 nurses, compared with 6 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into

Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,

enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Dillon County has increased by 46.8% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 67.3% of all children in hat age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average

statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$14.1 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Dillon County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 6,007. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 150 245 5 25 425
Children 1 - 5 457 1,107 21 114 1,699
Children 6 - 14 747 1,896 19 160 2,822

Children 15 - 18 260 754 5 42 1,061

Total 1,614 4,002 50 341 6,007

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, at

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 41.7% for Whites and 46.3% f

African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et

Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the eat
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

89 children not ready 17.2% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

60 children failing 11.1% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

96 children failing 18.9% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

84 children over-age 18.2% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

174 six and seven year olds and 126 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,

approximately 17.0% and 13.6% of their age groups respectively: 16.3% of White 8 9 year olds were in special

education and 12.2% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 17.2% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 18.2% over age in grade 3, and 13.6% of eight and nine year-

olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in

combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious

handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been

accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 211 speech and language impaired, 157 learning disabled, 7 emotionally

disabled, 308 mentally impaired, and 28 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 11.7% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

154 students did not pass all parts 40.4% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage

of 8th grade students in Dillon County who did not meet standards declined from 63.6% to 35.7% in math and from
61.5% to 38.9% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 50.7% not meeting 8th grade math standards

in 1998 and 50.2% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 32.8% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 43.1% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 45.8% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 38.5% in 1990 and 36.5% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 61.4%, but in 2002 38.9% of 4h graders were below basic in reading

and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 65.6% in 1999 and 50.3% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 32.0% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 751 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 353 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 25.4 23.1 12.1 27.8 31.4

4 41.2 26.4 26.3 51.6 49.0

5 38.2 25.7 34.7 47.6 36.9

6 46.6 30.8 28.6 59.3 50.7

7 57.0 44.9 29.4 74.0 60.1

8 53.7 37.6 47.2 64.9 54.3

Basic

3 38.7 39.7 47.0 41.7 29.7

4 30.6 33.0 31.3 27.5 31.8

5 34.3 23.0 29.3 38.1 39.0

6 33.1 38.5 40.0 28.7 31.4

7 29.5 34.7 41.2 19.5 31.2

8 36.3 45.9 34.7 31.2 37.0

Proficient

3 23.6 17.9 21.2 22.9 29.7

4 14.9 17.9 22.5 11.8 11.9

5 15.6 23.0 12.0 9.5 19.9

6 16.2 23.1 21.4 10.7 15.7

7 8.5 12.2 19.1 3.9 5.8

8 7.8 11.8 15.3 3.9 5.8

Advanced

3 12.3 19.2 19.7 7.6 9.3

4 13.3 22.6 20.0 9.2 7.3

5 11.9 28.4 24.0 4.8 4.3

6 4.1 7.7 10.0 1.3 2.1

7 5.0 8.2 10.3 2.6 2.9

8 2.2 4.7 2.8 0.0 2.9

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 30.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 641

students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 283 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 25.4 21.8 12.1 38.9 18.8

4 36.6 25.7 22.5 50.3 37.7

5 40.0 31.1 28.0 52.4 38.3

6 39.7 35.9 18.6 56.0 35.0

7 42.0 35.4 8.8 56.8 46.4

8 47.0 35.3 30.6 61.7 46.4

Basic

3 44.2 43.6 42.4 41.0 49.6

4 41.1 43.8 38.8 35.3 46.4

5 42.3 37.8 42.7 40.1 46.8

6 33.3 33.3 34.3 30.7 35.7

7 40.4 44.4 47.1 34.2 41.3

8 36.7 43.5 33.3 32.5 39.1

Proficient

3 28.6 30.8 40.9 20.1 30.8

4 20.4 28.6 32.5 14.4 14.6

5 16.5 28.4 25.3 7.5 14.9

6 21.9 25.6 34.3 11.3 25.0

7 16.3 17.2 39.7 9.0 12.3

8 14.7 18.8 31.9 5.2 13.8

Advanced

3 1.7 3.8 4.5 0.0 0.9

4 1.8 1.9 6.3 0.0 1.3

5 1.1 2.7 4.0 0.0 0.0

6 5.0 5.1 12.9 2.0 4.3

7 1.3 3.0 4.4 0.0 0.0

8 1.6 2.4 4.2 0.6 0.7

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12

(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

225 students drop out annually 40.5% students drop out*

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 40.7% of 8th graders
failed to graduate- from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 34.4% during 1985-89, and 34.8%

during 1990-94, 38.7% during 1995-97 and 43.4% during 1998-2000*.
During 2001-02, 94.3% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining

5.7% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 319



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 11 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 42
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 27.4% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 25.4% to 57.0%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK B EflAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 6.0% 19.4% 30.5% 39.7% 56.6% 23.4%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 10.3% 12.9% 20.5% 13.7% 28.9% 15.7%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 4.0% 14.9% 22.7% 20.1% 39.7% 17.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

NA% 26.9% NA% 5.8% NA% 23.6% NA% 5.3% NA% 14.5% 14.5%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

NA% 10.6% NA% 0.9% NA% 15.3% NA% 3.8% NA% 7.9% 7.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? NA% 24.0% NA% 19.6% NA% 30.9% NA% 18.4% NA% 23.3% 23.3%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? NA% 2.2% NA% 17.8% NA% 4.0% NA% 17.8% NA% 11.1% 11.1%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

NA% 6.9% NA% 9.3% NA% 5.3% NA% 7.2% NA% 6.9% 6.9%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

NA% 33.6% NA% 17.1% NA% 29.9% NA% 26.3% NA% 27.1% 27.1%

Been suspended
from school? NA% 17.3% NA% 11.1% NA% 21.2% NA% 11.0% NA% 15.1% 15.1%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? NA% 7.0% NA% 6.8% NA% 9.8% NA% 3.6% NA% 6.5% 6.5%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 13.5% NA 8.8% NA 9.1% NA 5.8% NA 8.7% NA

Been arrested and
booked? NA% 5.0% NA% 3.0% NA% 8.8% NA% 4.0% NA% 5.4% 5.4%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

NA% 17.3% NA% 25.1% NA% 12.1% NA% 23.9% NA% 19.5% 19.5%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

NA% 13.8% NA% 13.0% NA% 5.9% NA% 6.0% NA% 8.3% 8.3%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they

would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: NA% middle school, 53.7% high school;

-saw a student with a handgun at school: NA% middle school, 34.6% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: NA% middle school, 39.7% high school;

-saw a student with drugs at school: NA% middle school, 64.5% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, NA% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.0% of high schoolers said they

had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 30.9% had used it in the past month, compared with
32.8% of African-American males; likewise, 38.7% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 24.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 10.4% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 23.5% by age 13, and 47.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, NA% of 7th and 8th graders and 23.7% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 15.8% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, NA% of eighth
graders and 70.2% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, NA% of eighth graders and 64.1% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and NA% of eighth graders and 46.8% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, NA% of 7th and 8th graders and 15.4% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur

13.4% of all county students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.3% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 13.4% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.3% 5 or me

Among seniors, 18.3% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 9.8% 5 or more; however 16.0% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, NA% of 7th and 8th graders and 16.9% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille,
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 22.1% of White males, 17.1% WI

females, 26.2% of African-American males, and 6.8% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug

at an early age: 4.4% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 11.9% had used a drug by age 13, and 26.3% by ;

15.
In the past year, 7.4% of all high school students in the county who drive and 14.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: NA% of 8th graders who had

an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and NA% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 72.0% of seniors said it is easy

to get marijuana and 45.7% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but

county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Dillon County. One of 3

districts participated (District 2), and only for grades 9 - 12.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 1 I th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 44 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 53 in 2000 and 39 in 2001. This represented 4.0% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.1% for
Whites and 5.3% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 87.2% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Dillon County has decreased by 17.2
Overall, it has decreased by 32.3% for Whites, and decreased by 14.5% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 178 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor

for delinquency; of these, 13.5% were age 12 or younger, 30.9% were 13 or 14, and 55.6% were 15 or older.
Of the referrals to the family court, 11.9% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug

trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 28 juvenile cases constituting 10.7% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include

truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.
Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 36.8% lived in families with income under $10,000,

54.7% with $10,000-$19,999 and 8.4% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 13.7% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 56.9% lived in a single parent household, 19.6% lived with other relatives, and 9.8% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

34.3% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 59.0% had at least one prior

referral and 25.3% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 4.2% had been referred by the age of 10, 11.4% by the age of 12, and 25.3% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 98 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 6.7% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 20 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 278 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 14.3% of their age group: 9.1% for White and

17.4% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition

from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 13 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 5 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-

year period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Dillon County. The 41.7% of
children in single-parent families, 33.4% in poverty, 43.4% not graduating from school, 30.0% of high school students
using alcohol and 16.9% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

78.2% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 39.3% are born to married parents, and 58.3% lived in
two-parent families; 66.6% were not poor and 36.9% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 90.3% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 82.8% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 46.3% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 53.0% for e grade reading, 59.6% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 56.6% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 70.0% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 83.1% do not use drugs, and 76.6% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 30.3% of

3rd graders and 16.3% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 35.9% of 3"1 graders and
10.0% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the

critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelna
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Dillon County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present
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Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980

MARI

1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80 -pies

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90-pres

199,

_ow Birth Weight 2001

ETZEINIMAIMIEllE13211MISCE3MNAIIMIMINIEEMIlliG31111110EEMINEE1Mriiiiiii
70 40

33

46

31

-34.3%

-40.4%

+15.0%

-8.1%

align 7.2 9.7 -17.0% 35.6 %. 43

11=13111111111WOMEI3W9211MIEM
63.6 54.2 29.6 -53.5% -45 4% 46

White babies
African American and Other babies

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 381 303 141 +63.0% -53.5%

White babies EIIIMIIMEEIIIIWON3
MIIIMMEA 232 79 -88.1% -65.9%

NEE101211M47MENIMI1621131111111E3MEIIIMMEIMEIMMIMEEZI WNW/
1.9 1.6 1.0 -49.3% 40 4% 30

African American and Other babies
Infant Mortality 2001 34 26 14 -58.8% -46.2%

White babies Marin" 8 1 -92.3% - 87.5% iliZIMEIFAIONEMEGEEMEECOMMEEImirmwrimmoggia -11.8% 13
African American and Other babies liniallill 18 13 -38.1% -27.8%

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 57 66 34 -40.4% -48.5% 9.5 11.8 7.1 -25.4% -39.9% 30

White babies 2001 14 14 7 -50.0% -50.0% IMIZI 6.8 3.1 -44.2% gsgmaMIWI
MEM 20

African American and Other babies 2001 Mr] 52 27 -37.2% -48.1% iminwin 10.8 -12.8%

3irths to mothers under 20 2001 :MEM 138 104 -31.1% - 24.6 %® 24.7 21.8 -13.5% 40

White babies 2001 IMMIIII=ffigrfillEin 21.0 14.6 -18.2%

African American and Other babies rs 106 95 71 -33.0% +25.3% 'NM 26.8 28.4 -7.0% 5.8%

3irths to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 195 152 -49.2% -22.1%gril 34.9 31.9

WiliIMERIMEIMIEMBMOiMMI
-36.1%=MI

White babies 2001 104 63 72 -30.8% +14.3%

African American and Other babies 2001 132 80 -59.0% -39.4% IIMEIIMIEMIEMIME3MSDEZIMAIM
3irths to single mothers 2001 229 290 289 +26.2% -0.3% 38.2 51.9 60.7 58.8% 17.0% 44

White babies illEllina 46 84 *238.0% +82.8% IMIIMIMEMINERIZIMX21 43

African American and Other babies 111111111MICLI 244 205 +0.5% -16.0% =al 68.9 82.0 39.5% 111EIZOIMICI
Children in single parent families 2000 2,369 2,614 2,994 +26.4% +14.5% NM 35.3 41.7 71.7% 18.2 IMMIIIWri3MUMWhite 2000 Mr)/Zi 654 692 +2.5% +5.8% NEB 18.3 22.2 74.9%

African American and Other 2000 , 1,653 1,910 2,302 +39.3% +20.5% MEM 51.1 56.7 58.8%

E o ination
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 294 202 89 -69.7% -55.9% 46.7 31.0 17.2 -63.2% - 44.5 %i 38

White males 2001 49 30 9 -81.6% -70.0% wag 23.3 9.3 -73.2% -60.1%

White females IscrnimmammalmElIMMIMINEIMEM 17.0 11.1 -52.4% -34,7%

African American and Other males lialiiiiiii 72 40 -68.0% Mr=girm 35.6 23.3 -66.4% -34.6% 43

1
African American and Other females IIIIIINIMII 76 29 -66.3% -61.8% min 42.5 19.3 -63.7% -54.6% 37

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 95 148 67 -29,5% 54 7% 15.5 24.8 13.2 -14.8% -46.8% 16

White males 2000 20 33 12 -40.0% =MEM 26.4 11.9 -18.5% -54.9% 111.03
White females 2000 M1111111IIIIMIIIME3INCE3M1131MIBEI 17.0 10.2 -7.3% - 40.0 %'61
African American and Other males 2000 IMMECIIMIIMUMMEMOMII -60.0% IMBEIIIMMEIMEMEZEIIIIMM 14

African American and Other females 2000 22 38 18 -18.2% Ewaaim 22.6 12.1 -9.7% -46.5% NEM
3rade 3 Math below standards 2002 208 78 103 -50.5% +32 1% ME11 14.8 25.4 -32.6% 71.6% 16

White males WaliiiMi 8 18 -58.1% ESEMINIEXI 7.6 23.1 -23.3% 203.9% 24

White females 2002 30 5 8 -73.3% +60.0% NEM 5.4 12.1 -51.2% 1241% 14

African American and Other males 2002 IMMO 30 40 -46.7% IMMIallEM 18.6 27.8 -40.3% 49.5% wan
African Amencan and Other females MacilliMill 35 37 -38.3% +5.7% 48.8 IMMO 18

3rade 3 Reading below standards 2002 196 60 103 -47.4% 71 7% 35.6 11,4 25.4 -28.7% 122.8% 19

White males WIERMNIMIIIIMIN=111111131011EMEE3 =MI
111=121=211=EIMICIEBERIMMINEla

7.6 21.8 -29.2% 186.8% MIINEI
White females WZIENWS 4 8 -81.9% +100.0%

African American and Other males irialiiiMi 28 56 -22.2% +100.0% 45.0 17.4 38.9 -13.6% 123.6 %©
African American and Other females 2002 Emil 20 22 -61.4% 1.01M3IIMMO 11.8 18.8 -59.4% 59,3% 32

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 201 244 149 -25.9% -38.9% 32.8 43.1 32.1 -2.1% -25.5% 23

1998 EMI 45 19 -42.4% NEM 25.6 33.3 21.3 -16.8% -36.0% 25

1998 III=11 25 12 -20.0% IIIMEMENIZI 22.7 16.2 31.7% -28.6% 16

African American and Other males 1998 AMA 107 72 -20.9% Erma]own 58.1 43.9 -11.7% -24.4% 18

African American and Other females 1998 NMI! 67 46 -24.6% =Ma 37.6 48.9 33.1 -12.0% -32.3% 25

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
'1 is best, 46 is worst.
* Data include paternity acknowledgements.
*** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

13IEST COPY AVAIIA

324

Page 17



Dillon County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued'

indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980 1990*
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 393 199 241 -38.7% +21.1% 63.6 35.7 53.7 -15.6% 50.4%

White males 2002 64 25 32 -50.0% +28.0% 45.1 21.6 37.6 -16.6% 74.1%

White females 2002 62 28 34 -45.2% +21.4% 48.4 21.4 47.2 -2.5% 120.6%

Afncan American and Other males 2002 146 85 100 -31.5% +17.6% 82.0 51.5 64.9 -20.9% 26.0%

Afncan American and Other females 2002 121 59 75 -38.0% +27.1% 71.6 41.3 54.3 -24.2% 31.5%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards 2002 380 218 211 -44.5% -3.2% 61.5 38.9 47.0 -23.6% 20.8%

White males 2002 62 40 30 -51.6% -25.0% 43.7 34.5 35.3 -19.2% 2.3%

White females 2002 54 31 22 -59.3% -29.0% 42.2 23.5 30.6 -27.5% 30.2%

African American and Other males 2002 147 90 95 -35.4% +5.6% 82.6 53.9 61.7 -25.3% 14.5%

African American and Other females 2002 117 54 64 -45.3% +18.5% 69.2 37.8 46.4 -32.9% 22.8%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 203 163 NA -19.7% NA 38.5 36.6 NA -4.9%

White males 1998 NA 24 NA NA NA NA 23.5 24.1 NA 2.6%

White females 1998 NA 19 NA NA NA NA 17.1 17.6 NA 2.9%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 100 NA NA NA NA 62.9 49.6 NA -21.1%

Afncan American and Other females 1998 NA 60 NA NA NA NA 38.7 44.0 NA 13.7%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem

2002 294 163 154 -47.6% -5.5% 55.5 35.8 40.4 -27.2% 12.8%

White males 2002 47 19 16 -66.0% -15.8% 40.5 18.8 21.9 -45.9% 16.5%

White females 2002 34 13 19 -44.1% +46.2% 27.6 12.4 25.3 -8.3% 104.0%

African American and Other males 2002 130 69 61 -53.1% -11.6% 78.3 56.6 55.0 -29.8% -2.8%

African American and Other females 2002 82 62 57 -30.5% -8.1% 66.1 48.8 47.1 -28.7% -3.5%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

2000-02 165 194 225 +37.0% +16.2% 28.4 32.2 40.5 42.7% 26.0%

White males 2000-02 47 64 50 +5.7% -21.8% 33.8 41.9 44.0 30.0% 4.9%

White females 2000-02 32 41 36 +12.5% -11.1% 24.5 31.4 34.3 39.8% 9.2%

African American and Other males 2000-02 58 56 82 +42.0% +45.8% 35.6 33.1 47.5 33.4% 43.3%

African American and Other females 2000-02 28 34 58 +107.1% +70.6% 18.9 22.1 34.9 84.7% 57.7%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 1,617 794 1,046 -35.3% +31.7% 44.3 29.1 27.4 -38.2% -6.0%

White males NA 393 174 NA NA NA 43.7 27.8 NA NA NA

White females NA 320 195 NA NA NA 35.6 25.8 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 499 233 NA NA NA 59.8 37.4 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 405 192 NA NA NA 39 7 26 4 NA NA NA

Econonlics
Poverty Rate 2000 4,282 3,435 2.950 -31.1% -14.1% 37.6 37.3 33.4 -11.2% -10.5%

White children 2000 1,091 658 539 -50.6% -18.1% 20.3 16.4 15.4 -24./% -6./%

African American and Other children 2000 3,004 2,777 2,411 -19.7% -13.2% 53.3 53.5 45.3 -15.0% -15.4%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 31,932 $ 35,114 $ 37,943 +18.8% +8.1% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 37,003 $ 40,566 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 24,525 $ 29,367 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent MC3 Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 62 71 39 -37.1% -45.1% 4.8 7.0 4.0 -17.4% -42.9%

White 2001 19 17 8 -57.9% -52.9% 3.0 3.6 2.1 -30.5% -41.7%

African American and Other 2001 43 54 31 -27.9% -42.6% 6.6 10.0 5.3 -19.9% -47.0%

Delinquency 2002 58 115 98 +69.0% -14.8% 3.1 6.5 6.7 115.1% 2.6%

White males 2002 16 34 26 +62.5% -23.5% 3.5 9.0 8.4 139.6% -6.8%

White females 2002 12 7 10 -16.7% +42.9% 2.6 1.8 3.6 37.4% 98.4%

African American and Other males 2002 20 54 45 +125.0% -16.7% 4.1 10.6 10.0 143.9% -5.7%

African American and Other females 2002 10 20 17 +70.0% -15.0% 2.0 4.2 3.9 93.2% -8.0%

19

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

BEST COPY MBA
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r.count

Dorchester
County:

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 27,843 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 18,583 were White, 7,886

were African-American, and 1,374 were other races. There were 24,568 children under age 18 in 1990, 20,168 in 1980,

13,392 in 1970, and 10,836 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 28.9% of the

population in 2000, down from 44.4% in 1960, 41.5% in 1970, and 34.3% in 1980.

In 2000 the 7,905 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.2% of the overall population: 7.9% of Whites and 8.7% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 4.9% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 2.4% and Asian Alone at

1.0% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 40.0% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 54.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 45 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 3.7% of

all babies born in the county; 2.3% of all White and 7.2% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 97.8% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had notmarried the mothers.

In 2001, 178 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 14.5% of all born in the

county; 11.9% of all White and 20.9% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of

20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 83.7% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 221 babies, 18.1% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
17.8% of White and 18.8% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 40.2% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 35.2% had completed 12
grades (31.8% of Whites and 43.9% of African Americans and Others) and 46.7% had more than a high school degree
(50.5% of Whites and 37.3% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 279
babies, 22.7% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 18.5%
and in 1960 it was 8.1%. In 2001, 13.5% of White children and 45.8% of African-American and Other children were born
to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 185 babies, 15.0% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 464, constituting 37.7% of all babies, 27.2% of White babies,

and 64.2% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA&Oa Total

AWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 374 marriage licenses were issued, while 356 divorce decrees involving 302 children
were filed. In 1970, only 51 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 6,771 children

lived with only one parent. This was 27.1% of all children, up from 18.3% in 1990, 13.2% in 1980, and 11.6% in 1970. In
2000, 19.6% of White and 44.0% of African-American and Other children lived in single- parent families. Also in 2000,

1,529 or 25.2% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 16.9% of White and 45.9% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
50%

40% AA&O
30%

Total
20% AWhite
10%

0%

1970 1980 1990 2000
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family fmancial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 68.3% of mothers with children under 6 and 73.6% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased

substantially from 1960 when 19.8% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:

66.4% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 3,166 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 93.3% of these are in licensed

programs and 6.7% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 87.3% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 5.9% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 0.4% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 6.5% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 91.92 for centers and $ 62.38 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 47.4% of centers with

pre-school staff and 41.7% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying

$6-$8 per hour are 36.8% of centers with pre-school staff and 50% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers

with limited education. In 68.4% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 36.8% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 50% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 0% have less than a high school

degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 801 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 35.9% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

58.6% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 21.0% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 5.7% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,046 or 3.8% of all children lived with relatives, 425 or 1.5% lived with

non-relatives, 22 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 90 or 0.3% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 307 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect

involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 104 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 15.0% for physical abuse, 4.7% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 31.8% for physical neglect, 0.9% for educational neglect, 0.9% for medical neglect, 43.0% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 3.7% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 205 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 53.7% were male, 46.3% were female; 60.0% were White, 40.0% were African-American and

Other. By age, 33.5% were ages 0 - 5, 38.9% were ages 6 12, and 27.6% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

36.1% of the children lived in two-parent families, 46.8% in single parent families, 13.2% with unmarried couples, and

3.9% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 91 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 8.3 years. The ages of children in foster care were 13.2% 0-2, 17.6% 3-5, 19.8% 6-10, 14.3%

11-13, and 35.2% 14 and above. The foster care population is 40.7% males and 59.3% females. Regarding their future,
14.3% were under a plan for pla cement in adoptive homes, 63.7% for return to a parent or guardian, 4.4% for placement

with a relative, 6.6% for independent living, 9.9% for permanent foster care, and 1.1% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.46 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.25 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 3,268 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 1,478 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 11.9% of all children and youth: 4.6% of Whites and 26.8% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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-X-
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Total White AA&O

Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 13.4%, it was
15.0% in 1979 and 28.6% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 12.1% of children 0 - 5
(5.4% White, 26.7% African-American and Other), and 11.1% of children 6 17 (3.5% White, 26.4% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 13.3% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 31.9% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 4.0% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
69.4% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 8,875 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 5,607 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,415 5.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 3,268 11.9% 850 4.6% 2,418 26.8%

Under 125% 4,438 16.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 5,682 20.7% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 7,142 26.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 7,940 29.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 8,875 32.4% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 27,843 18,583 9,260
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $56,008. In 1989 it was $48,883, and 1979, it
was $44,654, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$27,561 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $66,298 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Dorchester County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 2.2%.

Child Support Payments: There were 597? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 19.9 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 283,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 1,403 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 263. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through

adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 136, or 11.0% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 178,

or 14.5% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 97 or 11.0% of Whites and 81 or 23.2% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 10 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 121 or 9.8% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 17.8% of African-American and Other babies and 6.7% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 69 or 1.9% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.1% of White babies and 3.9% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $9,536 and $73,039 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,670 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,698,154 for

all low birthweight babies, of which $1,189,486 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate increased by 68.7% from

6.3 to 10.6 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate increased 38.9% from 5.4 to 7.5 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 106.7% from 8.7 to 17.9 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period

1999-2001, 19 White and 19 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 19 White and
11 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 330



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Dorchester County went to the emergency room 3,162 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 8 White and 7 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 23 White and 5 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 58.6% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 17.5%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have hid sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 1,068 to 1,602 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either h
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 4 reported cases of children under age 15 and 42 you
ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 4 youth under 15 and 70 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mar

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl.
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 15.1% first smoked by age 11, 36.2% by age 13, and 49.5% by age 15. In a typical
month, 15.8% of 7th and 8th graders and 23.2% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much

more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 20.1% of White male and 23.4% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 10.0% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (3.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(8.8% compared with 0.3% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but

county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Dorchester County. One of 2

districts participated (District 2).
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development,
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 2,784 children or
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 1,097 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 468 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 8 in

Dorchester County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 1,829 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 1,219 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 1,475 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 1,882 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 3,358 uninsured children in Dorchester County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 25 nurses, compared with 18 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Dorchester County has increased by 70.1% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 31.9% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$20.8 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Dorchester County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 8,879.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 339 259 9 23 630
Children 1 - 5 1,219 1,167 21 97 2,504
Children 6 - 14 1,739 2,315 25 184 4,263
Children 15 - 18 595 837 7 43 1,482
Total 3,892 4,578 62 347 8,879

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, a
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 20.5% for Whites and 24.8% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear:

grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

205 children not ready 15.8% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

54 children failing 3.9% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

101 children failing 7.1% children failing
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Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000

White
Males Males Females Females

AA&O White AA&O

Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

130 children over-age 9.8% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
359 six and seven year olds and 323 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 13.5% and 11.1% of their age groups respectively: 10.2% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 12.5% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 15.8% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 9.8% over age in grade 3, and 11.1% of eight and nine year-olds
placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 468 speech and language impaired, 1,097 learning disabled, 132 emotionally
disabled, 370 mentally impaired, and 233 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 12.0% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

339 students did not pass all parts 26.8% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Dorchester County who did not meet standards declined from 52.8% to 21.3% in math and from
42.6% to 19.7% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 36.9% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 28.1% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 17.7% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 24.8% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 26.4% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 25.6% in 1990 and 19.1% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4h grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 33.1%, but in 2002 20.5% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 38.2% in 1999 and 29.0% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 34.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,394 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 736 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 20.0 12.1 11.4 36.1 32.1
4 21.0 14.9 13.3 34.5 30.8
5 25.7 19.3 15.6 43.8 36.5
6 24.4 16.8 16.0 38.2 38.6
7 30.6 19.0 22.0 48.0 46.3
8 33.0 21.4 25.0 53.8 51.5

Basic

3 41.9 38.6 44.3 42.7 43.7
4 41.3 33.7 39.6 52.5 46.2
5 44.0 41.1 44.9 41.2 51.1

6 42.5 37.4 43.9 44.0 47.9
7 36.0 34.3 38.8 33.2 37.5
8 45.7 48.1 50.2 38.5 38.9

Proficient

3 22.5 24.9 28.6 14.5 16.3
4 22.5 28.7 28.1 8.8 16.2

5 19.2 25.0 23.6 11.4 8.6
6 21.3 26.5 26.3 13.8 11.0
7 17.4 22.2 21.6 11.2 8.5
8 13.8 18.2 16.9 4.6 7.9

Advanced

3 15.6 24.4 15.6 6.6 7.9
4 15.1 22.6 19.0 4.2 6.7
5 11.1 14.6 16.0 3.7 3.8
6 11.7 19.3 13.8 4.0 2.5
7 16.0 24.5 17.6 7.6 7.7
8 7.6 12.3 7.9 3.1 1.7

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 31.2% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,145
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 519 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 17.8 14.9 7.7 37.6 20.3
4 20.1 20.3 11.5 35.4 18.9
5 25.2 22.9 11.2 49.6 27.4

6 27.7 23.8 15.6 48.5 33.9

7 22.5 18.4 8.6 42.1 31.0

8 25.1 20.5 15.5 48.1 30.1

Basic

3 34.7 31.1 28.1 37.2 48.6
4 45.8 41.1 41.3 50.8 56.7

5 49.1 49.1 49.8 40.8 56.4

6 38.0 41.4 34.1 34.7 42.8

7 48.8 51.7 45.7 44.7 53.3

8 45.7 49.1 45.8 40.4 44.1

Proficient

3 42.8 48.6 56.8 24.3 28.3

4 32.3 37.2 43.6 13.5 23.6

5 24.4 26.2 36.8 9.6 15.8

6 27.1 26.8 37.2 15.7 21.6

7 25.2 27.2 38.8 12.5 13.5

8 24.7 26.4 31.0 11.2 22.7

Advanced

3 4.7 5.4 7.4 0.9 2.8

4 1.8 1.4 3.7 0.4 0.8
5 1.3 1.7 2.3 0.0 0.4

6 7.2 8.0 13.1 1.1 1.7

7 3.4 2.7 6.9 0.7 2.2

8 4.5 4.0 7.7 0.4 3.1

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

378 students drop out annually 24.4% students drop out

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 29.5% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 31.3% during 1985-89, and 27.2%

during 1990-94, 28.2% during 1995-97 and 34.0% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 98.3% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
1.7% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

***
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.3 3 7



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 0 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 203
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 12.3% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 17.8% to 38.6%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK B EHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 9.8% 20.5% 27.2% 43.3% 73.6% 23.1%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 9.7% 18.4% 20.5% 23.7% 46.8% 18.4%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.1% 18.6% 24.8% 30.4% 46.8% 20.6%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

19.2% 22.2% 5.7% 6.4% 12.2% 19.6% 2.9% 8.0% 11.2% 14.2% 12.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

5.5% 7.4% 1.6% 1.2% 7.1% 12.5% 2.5% 3.7% 4.0% 5.4% 4.7%

Been in a fight with
someone? 41.5% 34.2% 20.5% 16.0% 43.0% 39.6% 29.4% 26.4% 32.7% 27.4% 30.1%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 1.5% 2.2% 7.1% 9.4% 3.0% 5.2% 13.4% 22.9% 5.2% 8.0% 6.6%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

6.7% 6.3% 5.6% 8.7% 10.6% 9.8% 8.1% 7.4% 7.1% 7.8% 7.4%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

47.4% 33.2% 32.9% 24.3% 52.2% 44.9% 36.3% 32.5% 41.5% 31.5% 36.6%

Been suspended
from school? 12.2% 12.8% 3.8% 7.5% 21.5% 24.3% 10.3% 13.6% 10.4% 12.6% 11.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.8% 17.8% 7.5% 11.9% 15.0% 19.0% 9.6% 9.2% 10.8% 14.6% 12.7%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 13.9% NA 11.3% NA 6.2% NA 7.9% NA 11.2% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 4.5% 5.3% 1.5% 2.5% 6.0% 11.8% 3.3% 1.9% 3.5% 4.7% 4.1%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.7% 14.8% 21.6% 27.4% 10.2% 13.8% 19.5% 26.8% 17.1% 20.9% 19.0%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.5% 9.5% 9.3% 13.9% 4.3% 6.6% 6.3% 10.8% 7.1% 10.9% 9.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 32.7% middle school, 46.6% high school;
- saw a student with a handgun at school: 18.6% middle school, 15.8% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 20.7% middle school, 25.0% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 32.1% middle school, 59.6% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 19.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.9% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 31.1% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.9% of African-American males; likewise, 32.0% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 24.0%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 13.5% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 34.0% by age 13, and 64.5% by age 15.

During the previous year, 20.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 28.6% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 20.8% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 51.3% of eighth
graders and 81.9% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 74.9% of eighth graders and 73.3% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 48.8% of eighth graders and 54.9% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 6.7% of 1h and gh graders and 18.3% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.3% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.4% reported usually'
more drinks. Among high school students, 19.2% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 9.7% 5 or me
Among seniors, 28.1% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 15.4% 5 or more; however 24.1% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 10.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.7% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 18.2% of White males, 15.1% WI
females, 17.4% of African-American males, and 9.1% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug 1

at an early age: 5.1% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 17.6% had used a drug by age 13, and 37.1% by

15.
In the past year, 11.9% of all high school students in the county who drive and 17.6% of seniors who drive said

that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 28.1% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 9.9% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 68.5% of seniors said
it is easy to get marijuana and 26.6% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but

county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Dorchester County. One of 2

districts participated (District 2).
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 73 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 90 in 2000 and 83 in 2001. This represented 2.7% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.1% for
Whites and 4.0% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 54.2% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Dorchester County has decreased by
Overall, it has decreased by 46.2% for Whites, and decreased by 14.9% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 475 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor

for delinquency; of these, 11.6% were age 12 or younger, 29.5% were 13 or 14, and 58.9% were 15 or older.
Of the referrals to the family court, 11.5% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug

trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 88 juvenile cases constituting 14.4% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 21.2% lived in families with income under $10,000,
24.0% with $10,000-$19,999 and 54.7% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 24.0% of delinquents lived with both

natural parents, while 46.0% lived in a single parent household, 28.5% lived with other relatives, and 1.5% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

33.3% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 50.1% had at least one prior

referral and 16.2% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 2.2% had been referred by the age of 10, 7.4% by the age of 12, and 23.7%by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 279 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 6.1% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 17 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 529 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 9.8% of their age group: 8.9% for White and
11.5% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 42 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 17 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 4 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 1 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Dorchester County. The
27.1% of children in single-parent families, 11.9% in poverty, 34.0% not graduating from school, 37.9% of high school
students using alcohol and 20.7% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many
children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community
citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of

children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
85.5% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 62.3% are born to married parents, and 72.9% lived in
two-parent families; 88.1% were not poor and 67.6% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 90.2% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 84.2% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 67.0% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 74.9% for 8th grade reading, 73.2% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 66.0% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.1% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.3% do not use drugs, and 76.8% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 47.5% of
3rd graders and 29.2% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 38.1% of 3'd graders and
21.4% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South

Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckids count. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilsona,drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelamgc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesamec.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Dorchester County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent
Year

1980 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90 -pies

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199

NSOla
Low Birth Weight 2001 86 86 121 +40.7% +40.7% 8.2 5.4 9.8 19.9% 81.2%.1111611

White babies IISMIMIMI 46 59 +43.9% +28.3% Mali111111M1131111=111mug 10.4 17.8 29.9% 71.0% "Ma
-56.7% 14

African American and Other babies Ealill=a1 40 62 +37.8% +55.0%

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 364 532 178 +51.1% -66.5% 34.6 33.5 14.5 -58.1%

111121=21111.51113
African American and Other babies

336

Igrflall=2:1 196

97 -47.8% -71.1% misi 27.9 11.0 -57.2% 60.6 %i 21

81 -54.5% - 58.7% MIIREIMIMMI 1 21

Infant Mortality 2001 45 30 38 -15.6% +26.7% 1.4 0.6 1.1 -25.5% 68.7 %i 10

38.9% IMO
106.7%

White babies wrrgiama 19 19 +0.0% +0.0% =xi 0.5 0.8 -13.1%

African American and Other babies 116:1711631 11 19 -26.9% +72.7% ® 0.9 1.8 -33.2%

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 62 66 45 -27.4% -31.8% 5.9 4.2 3.7 -37.2% -10.9% 4Nefferi1/1Cr21=Ma 37 20 -35.5% -48.9% EffillIMEIIMINEEI

African American and Other babies 1112111111M11 29 25 -19.4% -13.8% Ill=n 7.5 7.2 -24.0% -4.9% NEri
Births to mothers under 20 2001 168 194 178 +6.0% -8.2% 16.0 12.2 14.5 -9.2% 18.8% =MB=nu=MI

111111
Min

White babies KIIIIIIMEMI 120 105 +1.9% +12.5% IIMIM 10.0 11.9 -16.5% 19.5%

African American and Other babies WaliallMINIMINIMMISIZINNEKO EMU 19.2 20.9 5.9% 8.8%

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 MIII 289 221 -7.5% -23.5% 22.7 18.2 18.0 -20.8% -1.0%

White babies 2001 Imo 209 156 +14.7% -25.4% EIM 17.3 17.7 -5.9% 2.1%

African American and Other babies 2001 =Ea 80 65 -36.9% -18.8% MEI 20.8 18.6 -40.5% -10.4% Nmpi
Births to single mothers 2001 151 335 464 +207.3% +38.5% 14,4 21.1 37.7 162.7% 78.9% MED

White babies WM 46 EMESIDOZENZERDIEMown 12.0 27.2 327.5% 126.0% 21

African American and Other babies 2001 =EDI 190 224 +113.3% +17.9% 31.9 49.4 64.2 101.1% 30.1% .11=11
Children in single parent families 2000 2,504 4,096 6,771 +170.4% +65.3% 13.2 18.3 27.1 105.2% 48.0% 2

White 2000 1,358 2,256 3,397 +150.1% +50.6% Mina 13.4 19.6 106.4% 46.3% min
African American and Other 2000 1,767 3,374 +202.9% +90.9% Warl 33.2 44.0 99.9% 32.4% 18

Education
Not Read for Grade 1 2001 342 403 205 -40 1% -49.1% 31.9 26.7 15.8 -50.5% -40.8% 10

White males I ® 133 59 -49.6% -88.8% INEMIIIMMIMIEI=NEI
White females EIIIIIMEI 67 47 -34.7% -29.9% Min 14.2 11.7 -46.8% -17.6% NEM
African American and Other males 2001 worm 109 57 -32.1% -47.7% InTi2 47.6 25.6 -46.3% -46.2% NEM
African American and Other females isamemil 93 42 -39.1% -54.8% Iffal 39.4 17.9 -55.4% -54.6% MINA

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 315 245 70 -77.8% -71.4% 30.2 17.4 4.9 -83.8% -71.8% 42

11.ZEMECE 2000 122 74 22 -82.0% -70.3% MEE 14.2 4.8 -85.5% -66.2%

METSEE 2000 EMU 42 15 -76.9% -64,3% Mal 8.9 3.4 -82.2% -61.8% 44

African American and Other males 2000 75 75 19 -74.7% -74.7% Willi 35.6 7.8 -82.6% -78.1%

African American and Other females 2000 aillEMMIKINENEEMENSIMMENIEll 25.2 4.8 -84.7% -81.0% 42

Grade 3 Math below standards"- 2002 323 192 260 -19.5% +35.4% 33.1 14.8 20.0 -39.6% 35.1% 8

White males 2002 IM:11 40 54 -37.2% +35.0% =111 8.9 12.1 -51.2% 36.0%1
White females NEM MEM 42 43 -47.6% +2.4% Mgan 9.2 11.4 -53.8% 23.9% 13

African American and Other males 2002 75 53 82 +9.3% +54.7% 49.0 25.9 36.1 -26.3% 39.4% IMMil
African American and Other females 2002 MEM 56 81 +1.3% +44.6% 29.3 32.1 -42.3% 9.6% MEI

Grade 3 Reading below standards**** 2002 211 108 231 +9.5% +113.9% 21.6 8.3 17.8 -17.6% 114.5% 3

White males 2002 MEM 29 66 +3.1% +127.6% mil 6.5 14.9 -18.6% 129.2% 2

White females 2002 16 29 +0.0% +81.3% INIIIIIINEEffira
African American and Other males 2002 75 35 85 +13.3% +142.9% wag 17.1 37.6 -23.7% 119.9% 11

African American and Other females 2002 ' 28 51 +18.6% .6a1% 29.9 14.7 20.3 -32.1% 38.1% 4

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 174 323 373 +114.4% +15.5% 17.7 24.8 25.8 45.8% 4.0% 2

White males 1998 106 98 +75.0% -7.5% 22.1 19.9 24.4% -10.0% 4

White females 1998 30 83 86 +186.7% +3.6% 8.9 17.7 17.7 98.9% 0.0% 5

African American and Other males 1998 1311 74 102 +92.5% +37.8% =Xi 44.8 47.4 18.2% 5.8% 5

African American and Other females 1998 60 83 +137.1% +38.3% 32.3 37.4 61.2% 15.8% 3

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.

BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Dorchester County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education con inued
Indicators Number Percent

MosYear
Recent

1980* 1990*
Recent
Most

t

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 543 227 491 -9.6% +116.3% 52.8 21.3 33.0 -37.5% 54.9%

White males 2002 110 52 106 -3.6% +103.8% 32.3 13.2 21.4 -33.7% 62.1%

White females 2002 125 52 126 +0.8% +142.3% 38.5 15.0 25.0 -35.1% 66.7%

African American and Other males 2002 158 58 141 -10.8% +143.1% 83.2 37.9 53.8 -35.3% 42.0%

African American and Other females 2002 149 65 118 -20.8% +81.5% 87.1 38.2 51.5 -40.9% 34.8%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 441 209 374 -15.2% +78.9% 42.6 19.7 25.1 -41.1% 27.4%

White males 2002 77 74 102 +32.5% +37.8% 22.5 18.9 20.5 -8.9% 8.5%

White females 2002 77 43 78 +1.3% +81.4% 23.7 12.4 15.5 -34.6% 25.0%

African American and Other males 2002 155 44 125 -19.4% +184.1% 80.7 28.8 48.1 -40.4% 67.0%

African American and Other females 2002 129 48 69 -46.5% +43.8% 74.6 28.2 30.1 -59.7% 6.7%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 284 334 NA +17.6% NA 25.6 24.4 NA -4.7%

White males 1998 NA 83 NA NA NA NA 22 14.1 NA -35.9%

White females 1998 NA 53 NA NA NA NA 13.2 12.4 NA -6.1%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 74 NA NA NA NA 46.8 52.1 NA 11.3%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 72 NA NA NA NA 42.6 30.4 NA -28.6%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 385 240 339 -11.9% +41.3% 38.0 27.7 26.8 -29.5% -3.2%

White males 2002 108 49 70 -35.2% +42.9% 29.4 16.4 16.5 -43.9% 0.6%

White females 2002 81 62 77 -4.9% +24.2% 23.6 19.8 18.9 -19.9% -4.5%

African American and Other males 2002 100 68 101 +1.0% +48.5% 64.1 55.3 48.3 -24.6% -12.7%

African American and Other females 2002 96 60 88 -8.3% +46.7% 66.2 46.5 41.5 -37.3% -10.8%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 333 403 378 +13.6% -6.1% 28.4 32.6 24.4 -14.1% -25.1%

White males 2000-02 139 184 168 +20.6% -8.9% 33.3 40.4 31.8 -4.5% -21.4%

White females 2000-02 90 95 82 -8.5% -13.3% 23.2 23.6 17.3 -25.4% -26.8%

African American and Other males 2000-02 64 86 82 +28.6% -5.0% 34.0 43.8 29.0 -14.6% -33.8%

African American and Other females 2000-02 41 38 47 +15.2% +22.8% 22.7 20.7 17.5 -22.8% -15.2%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 2,209 2,461 1,644 -25.6% -33.2% 30.9 27.7 12.3 -60.1% -55.4%

White males NA 724 934 NA NA NA 28.2 28.1 NA NA NA

White females NA 600 632 NA NA NA 24.0 20.2 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 437 479 NA NA NA 44.1 38.0 NA NA NA

African American and Other females

Povert Rate

NA 448 416 NA NA NA 40.7 35.0 NA NA NA

2000 3,251 3.268 +9.5% +0.5% 15.0 13.4 11.9 -20.7% -11.2%2,985
White children 2000 1,060 1,451 850 -19.8% -41.4% 7.5 8.2 4.6 -38.7% -43 9%

African American and Other children 2000 1,873 1,800 2,418 29.1% +34.3% 33.7 27.3 26.8 -20.6% -2.0%

Income of Families w/children 1999 $ 2000 $ 44,654 $ 48,883 $ 56,008 +25.4% +14.6% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 48,474 $ 51,874 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 31,560 $ 37,511 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescen Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 109 107 83 -23.9% -22.4% 4.6 4.4 2.7 -40.8% -38.6%

White 2001 63 64 44 -30.2% -31.3% 3.8 3.7 2.1 -45.0% -43.2%

African American and Other 2001 46 43 39 -15.2% -9.3% 6.2 6.1 4.0 -35.7% -34.4%

Delinquency 2002 89 156 279 +213.5% +78.8% 2.4 3.8 6.1 153.8% 60.3%

White males 2002 44 87 109 +147.7% +25.3% 3.5 6.1 7.0 100.9% 15.3%

White females 2002 23 33 44 +91.3% +33.3% 1.8 2.2 3.1 69.8% 38.9%

African American and Other males 2002 12 28 84 +600.0% +200.0% 2.1 4.7 10.2 387.8% 118.0%

African American and Other females 2002 10 8 42 +320.0% +425.0% 1.7 1.3 5.5 220.9% 319.6%

19

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 5,931 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 3,222 were White, 2,563

were African-American, and 146 were other races. There were 5,293 children under age 18 in 1990, 5,681 in 1980,

6,328 in 1970, and 7,177 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 24.1% of the

population in 2000, down from 45.6% in 1960, 40.3% in 1970, and 32.4% in 1980.
In 2000 the 1,791 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.3% of the overall population: 7.2% of Whites and 7.2% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.5% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.0% and "some other
race alone" at 0.8% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 34.8% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 48.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 6 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 2.2% of
all babies born in the county; 2.5% of all White and 1.7% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 66.7% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 39 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 14.0% of all born in the

county; 10.7% of all White and 18.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 71.8% were bom to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

Edgefield County, Page 1 3 4 4



Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 70 babies, 25.2% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
23.3% of White and 27.7% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 60.0% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 36.7% had completed 12
grades (30.2% of Whites and 45.4% of African Americans and Others) and 38.1% had more than a high school degree
(46.5% of Whites and 26.9% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 95

babies, 34.2% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 38.6%
and in 1960 it was 13.6%. In 2001, 11.3% of White children and 64.7% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 14 babies, 5.0% of all born in 2001, whose fathers
formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are added,

the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 109, constituting 39.2% of all babies, 15.1% of White babies, and

71.4% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*
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*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 256 marriage licenses were issued, while 71 divorce decrees involving 67 children

were filed. In 1970, only 14 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 1,474 children

lived with only one parent. This was 28.9% of all children, up from 24.8% in 1990, 14.9% in 1980, and 12.6% in 1970. In
2000, 14.9% of White and 48.6% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,

386 or 26.9% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 11.2% of White and 53.6% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 60.9% of mothers with children under 6 and 66.8% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 34.4% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
55.4% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 535 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 86.7% of these are in licensed
programs and 13.3% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 80.0% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 12.3% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 6.7% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.9% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 70.83 for centers and $ 67.50 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 33.3% of centers with
pre-school staff and 50% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 50% of centers with pre-school staff and 50% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers with
limited education. In 33.3% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 0% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare homes,
66.7% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 0% have less than a high school
degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 239 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 37.9% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
61.9% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 23.5% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 5.9% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 255 or 4.3% of all children lived with relatives, 73 or 1.2% lived with

non-relatives, 3 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 16 or 0.3% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 66 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 38 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 19.0% for physical abuse, 4.8% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 38.1% for physical neglect, 2.4% for educational neglect, 2.4% for medical neglect, 33.3% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 61 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 55.7% were male, 44.3% were female; 42.6% were White, 57.4% were African-American and
Other. By age, 41.7% were ages 0 - 5, 28.3% were ages 6 - 12, and 30.0% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
19.7% of the children lived in two-parent families, 60.7% in single parent families, 19.7% with unmarried couples, and
0.0% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 27 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 8.2 years. The ages of children in foster care were 3.7% 0-2, 3.7% 3-5, 14.8% 6-10, 37.0% 11-
13, and 40.7% 14 and above. The foster care population is 55.6% males and 44.4% females. Regarding their future,
48.2% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 7.4% for return to a parent or guardian, 0.0% for placement
with a relative, 14.8% for independent living, 22.2% for permanent foster care, and 7.4% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.15 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.19 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,159 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 560 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 19.8% of all children and youth: 10.5% of Whites and 30.9% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 21.8%, it was
34.6% in 1979 and 42.5% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 21.5% of children 0 - 5
(7.8% White, 40.6% African-American and Other), and 18.6% of children 6 - 17 (11.4% White, 27.2% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 18.4% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 41.0% of children in single -parent families lived in
poverty, but only 9.7% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
63.0% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example , in 1999 there were 2,893 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 1,734 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 644 11.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 1,159 19.8% 335 10.5% 824 30.9%

Under 125% 1,704 29.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 2,063 35.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 2,536 43.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 2,596 44.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 2,893 49.3% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 5,931 3,222 2,709
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will e posted on our we site a
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $46,319. In 1989 it was $44,588, and 1979, it
was $37,458, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$26,625 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $54,881 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Edgefield County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) decreased by -1.0%.

Child Support Payments: There were 169' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 29.0 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 224,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 315 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 227. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 63, or 22.7% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 105,

or 37.8% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 44 or 27.7% of Whites and 61 or 51.3% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 23 or 8.3% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 16.0% of African-American and Other babies and 2.5% of White babies. During 1999-2001,

approximately 21 or 2.4% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
0.4% of White babies and 4.7% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $10,191 and $15,590 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $1,639 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $79,959 for all low birthweight
babies, of which $37,201 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate increased by 75.2% from
9.7 to 17.0 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 43.2% from 7.4 to 4.2 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 178.6% from 11.5 to 32.0 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 2 White and 13 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 3

White and 6 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 348



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Edgefield County went to the emergency room 476 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 3 White and 2 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 3 White and 3 African-American and Other children died

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 44.1% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 6.7%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thr(
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 250 to 375 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identify(
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were reported cases of children under age 15 and 11 youth ages lf.
19 infected with gonorrhea; 1 youth under 15 and 26 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 17.4% first smoked by age 11, 38.2% by age 13, and 55.9% by age 15. In a typical
month, 20.2% of 7th and 8th graders and 28.5% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 32.2% of White male and 30.1% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 28.3% of African-American males and 16.0% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (9.0%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(35.5% compared with 1.5% of all other race and sex groups).

Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 593 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 432 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 95 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 7 in

Edgefield County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: g13% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 378 seriously emotionally disturbed 117 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 252 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 481 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 301 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 782 uninsured children in Edgefield County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 5 nurses, compared with 7 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Edgefield County has increased by 70.0% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 40.9% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$5.7 million.

350



In June 2001, the total number of Edgefield County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 2,424.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 60 113 15 7 195
Children 1 - 5 199 457 13 14 683
Children 6 - 14 323 756 7 43 1,129
Children 15 - 18 95 307 5 10 417
Total 677 1,633 40 74 2,424

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 35.8% for Whites and 50.0% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

43 children not ready 12.9% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

29 children failing 8.5% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

66 children failing 19.7% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

80 children over-age 24.5% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
79 six and seven year olds and 97 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 12.6% and 14.7% of their age groups respectively: 12.5% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 16.6% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 12.9% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 24.5% over age in grade 3, and 14.7% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs cf 95 speech and language impaired, 432 learning disabled, 18 emotionally

disabled, 91 mentally impaired, and 12 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 16.5% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.

352



Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

92 students did not pass all parts 41.6% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Edgefield County who did not meet standards declined from 53.1% to 31.5% in math and from
55.5% to 25% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 35.3% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 36.9% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 26.6% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 37.5% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 29.9% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 29.7% in 1990 and 32.5% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 35.7%, but in 2002 20.6% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 44.0% in 1999 and 37.4% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 24.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 424 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 138 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 28.6 21.7 10.1 39.3 41.9
4 22.6 14.4 11.8 32.9 31.9
5 27.1 17.3 12.0 48.6 34.8
6 31.8 19.0 18.8 43.8 41.6
7 41.3 26.7 22.5 63.6 47.8
8 44.9 20.3 22.9 66.7 65.8

Basic

3 43.7 46.4 36.7 43.8 48.6
4 39.6 31.1 35.5 45.9 47.2
5 48.8 43.9 54.2 40.0 56.2

6 44.4 46.0 40.6 42.5 48.1

7 35.6 38.9 42.3 23.2 42.0

8 42.5 59.5 52.9 29.5 30.4

Proficient

3 14.5 20.3 21.5 11.2 5.4

4 22.6 26.7 32.9 15.3 15.3

5 15.3 22.4 24.1 8.6 4.5
6 15.5 22.2 21.9 12.3 7.8

7 14.6 20.0 21.1 9.1 8.7

8 10.0 17.6 17.1 2.6 3.8

Advanced

3 13.2 11.6 31.6 5.6 4.1

4 15.2 27.8 19.7 5.9 5.6
5 8.8 16.3 9.6 2.9 4.5
6 8.3 12.7 18.8 1.4 2.6

7 8.5 14.4 14.1 4.0 1.4

8 2.7 2.7 7.1 1.3 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 30.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 331
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 147 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 23.5 23.2 7.6 34.8 27.0
4 18.6 12.2 7.9 32.1 22.2
5 26.2 21.4 8.4 48.6 30.3
6 36.5 23.8 23.4 53.4 41.6
7 26.8 20.0 8.5 46.9 26.1
8 29.9 16.2 12.9 45.7 41.8

Basic

3 39.2 30.4 19.0 50.6 55.4
4 44.7 47.8 31.6 48.8 50.0
5 53.2 52.0 61.4 40.0 57.3
6 40.1 47.6 34.4 41.1 37.7
7 49.1 53.3 45.1 41.8 58.0
8 45.4 54.1 41.4 44.4 41.8

Proficient

3 33.4 42.0 62.0 14.6 17.6
4 35.7 38.9 57.9 19.0 27.8
5 20.0 26.5 27.7 11.4 12.4
6 19.5 27.0 32.8 4.1 16.9
7 20.7 23.3 39.4 10.2 13.0
8 20.1 25.7 31.4 8.6 16.5

Advanced

3 3.9 4.3 11.4 0.0 0.0
4 0.9 1.1 2.6 0.0 0.0
5 0.6 0.0 2.4 0.0 0.0
6 4.0 1.6 9.4 1.4 3.9
7 3.4 3.3 7.0 1.0 2.9
8 4.6 4.1 14.3 1.2 0.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

152 students drop out annually 46.0% students drop out

100%

80%

60%

40%
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0%

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 34.3% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 27.5% during 1985-89, and 29.9%
during, 1990-94, 34.8% during 1995-97 and 45.1% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 98.3% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
1.7% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 4 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 16

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 22.3% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 18.6% to 46.0%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 19.0% 23.1 % 34.8% 43.5% 38.3% 28.7%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 11.2% 17.8% 26.6% 20.6% 32.4% 21.1%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 7.6% 18.3% 25.9% 28.7% 32.4% 20.9%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

19.7% 32.8% 2.8% 4.1% 14.0% 21.2% 2.0% 5.4% 9.7% 14.9% 12.6%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

7.2% 12.9% NA% 0.6% 8.9% 18.9% 2.5% 2.2% 0.0% 8.0% 4.5%

Been in a fight with
someone? 45.3% 29.9% 9.3% 13.1% 35.3% 26.6% 20.1% 22.9% 27.7% 22.9% 25.0%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 1.0% 0.7% 5.1% 10.1% 6.3% 4.9% 17.3% 26.5% 7.4% 11.8% 9.9%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.0% 5.6% 4.6% 12.0% 11.8% 11.5% 6.7% 11.7% 7.6% 10.4% 9.2%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

57.4% 38.6% 31.1% 20.8% 54.3% 45.4% 43.3% 35.2% 46.7% 34.8% 40.0%

Been suspended
from school? 10.5% 6.5% 2.9% 2.6% 23.9% 13.9% 9.8% 13.3% 12.0% 9.4% 10.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 9.9% 20.2% 3.6% 13.2% 13.6% 16.2% 5.0% 4.7% 8.1% 12.8% 10.8%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 17.7% NA 12.0% NA 9.7% NA 4.3% NA 10.7% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.6% 7.8% 0.6% 3.3% 5.0% 7.9% 1.5% 2.4% 2.7% 5.1% 4.1%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

11.9% 17.1% 17.6% 35.4% 12.2% 11.0% 16.5% 27.7% 14.6% 23.4% 19.6%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

3.3% 5.8% 6.3% 17.6% 4.5% 6.3% 4.9% 10.7% 4.7% 10.3% 7.9%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.6% middle school, 44.7% high school;
- saw a student with a handgun at school: 26.4% middle school, 19.9% high school;
- saw a student with a knife at school: 27.2% middle school, 31.5% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 34.8% middle school, 59.5% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 22.3% of 7th and 8th graders and 42.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 40.1% had used it in the past month, compared with
31.4% of African-American males; likewise, 38.9% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 31.1%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.1% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.5% by age 13, and 63.7% by age 15.

During the previous year, 22.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 33.2% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 20.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 35.8% of eighth
graders and 72.5% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 72.7% of eighth graders and 73.4% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 45.9% of eighth graders and 50.0% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking :* In 2001-02, 7.1% of 1h and 86 graders and 20.9% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
15.6% of all county students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.7% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 21.5% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 12.5% 5 or me
Among seniors, 30.9% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 15.1% 5 or more; however 24.3% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 8.3% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.9% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 20.5% of White males, 11.9% WI
females, 22.7% of African-American males, and 12.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug I
at an early age: 4.1% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 15.1% had used a drug by age 13, and 35.2% by ;

15.
In the past year, 10.9% of all high school students in the county who drive and 19.1% of seniors who drive said

that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 17.6% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 7.9% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 56.6% of seniors said
it is easy to get marijuana and 23.8% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 22 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 21 in 2000 and 11 in 2001. This represented 1.6% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 1.7% for
Whites and 1.6% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 54.5% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Edgefield County has decreased by 68.0
Overall, it has decreased by 56.4% for Whites, and decreased by 72.9% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 87 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 19.5% were age 12 or younger, 20.7% were 13 or 14, and 59.8% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 9.4% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 11 juvenile cases constituting 9.4% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 8.2% lived in families with income under $10,000,
36.7% with $10,000-$19,999 and 55.1% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 27.3% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 54.5% lived in a single parent household, 18.2% lived with other relatives, and 0.0% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
37.0% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 44.8% had at least one prior
referral and 12.6% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 0.0% had been referred by the age of 10, 4.3% by the age of 12, and 21.4% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 52 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 4.8% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 7 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 -17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 332 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 21.5% of their age group: 19.6% for White
and 23.5% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 10 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 4 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-
year period, and 1 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Edgefield County. The 28.9%
of children in single-parent families, 19.8% in poverty, 45.1% not graduating from school, 42.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.9% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
86.0% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 60.8% are born to married parents, and 71.1% lived in
two-parent families; 80.2% were not poor and 50.7% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.7% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 87.1% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 55.1% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 70.1% for 8th grade reading, 58.4% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 54.9% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 57.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.1% do not use drugs, and 71.5% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 37.3% of
3rd graders and 24.7% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 27.7% of 3"1 graders and
12.7% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at
www. sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel(@,ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesQogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Edgefield County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980' 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80 -pies

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199,

GOG5U0
Low Birth Weight 2001 29 27 23 -20.7% -14.8% 9.7 9.1 8.3 -14.1% -8.4% 35

White babies 11E111 8 7 4 -50.0% -42.9% 7.4 5.6 2.5 -66.2% -55.7% IIM:1MffiriAfrican American and Other babies Kai 21 20 19 -9.5% -5.0% 10.9 11.5 16.0 46.0% 38.9%

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 166 126 105 +36.7% -16.7% 55.3 42.3 37.8 -31.6% -10.6% 42

White babies REC3111 30 32 44 *46.7% *37.5% 27.8 r
EAfrican

American and Other babies MIN 136 94 61 -55.1% -35.1% 70.8 54.0 51.3 -27.6% -5.1% MIMI
Infant Mortality 2001 12 9 15 +25.0% +66.7% 1.3 1.0 1.7 29.7% 75.2% 6

White babies Iffran 2 3 2 +0.0% -33.3% 0.6 0.7 0.4 -25.3% -43.2% UMW
African American and Other babies 2001 10 6 13 .30.0% +116.7% 1.8 1.1 3.2 79.3% 178.6% alma

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 24 19 6 -75.0% -68.4% 8.0 6.4 2.2 -72.5% -65.5% 16

White babies r r 2 4 4 +100.0% +0.0% 1.9 3.2 2.5 35.0% -22.5% 11111111NumAfrican American and Other babies 2001 22 15 2 -90.9% -86.7% 11.5 8.6 1.7 -85.3% -80.5%

Births to mothers under 20 2001 63 48 39 -38.1% -18.8% 21.0 16.1 14.0 -33.3% -13.1% 26

White babies 2001 11 11 17 +54.5% -54.5% 10.2 8.9 10.7 5.1% 20.6% 4

African American and Other babies 52 37 22 -57.7% +40.5% 27.1 21.3 18.5 -31.7% -13.1% 26

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 98 85 70 -28.6% -17.6% 32.7 28.5 25.2 -22.9% -11.7% MO
White babies 2001 25 27 37 +48.0% +37.0% 23.1 21.8 23.3 0.7% 7.0% =NO
African American and Other babies 73 58 33 -54.8% -43.1% 38.0 33.3 27.7 -27.1% -16.8% MEM

Births to single mothers** 2001 76 116 109 +43.4% -6.0% 25.3 38.9 39.2 54.7% 0.7% Ell
White babies S 4 8 24 +500.0% +200.0% 3.7 6.5 15.1 307.7% 134.1% 1111=3
African American and Other babies 2001 72 108 85 +18.1% -21.3% 37.5 62.1 71.4 90.5% 15.1%.11111.1

Children in single parent families 2000 779 1,141 1,474 +89.2% +29.2% 14.9 24.8 28.9 94.1% 16.6% 6

White 2000 152 256 445 +192.8% +73.8% 6.6 11.3 14.9 126.3% 32.1%

African American and Other 2000 627 883 1,029 +64.1% +16.5% 20.9 37.9 48.6 132.7% 28.3% OEM

2001 139 102 43 -69 1%

,0, Education.
57 8% 43.8 28.4 12.9 -70.5% -54.6% 33Not Ready for tirade 1

White males KM 11 18 9 -18.2% -50.0% 20.8 22.2 9.9 -52.4% - 55.4 %©
White females WC= 15 8 2 -86.7% -75.0% 30.0 13.3 2.7 -91.0% -79.7% 11111Ma
African American and Other males KM 58 40 20 -65.5% -50.0% 57.4 34.8 22.5 -60.8% -35.3% IMMO
African American and Other females NM 55 36 12 -78.2% -66.7% 48.7 35.0 15.4 -68.4% -56.0% EMMA

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 108 105 83 -23.1% -21.0% 37.2 30.8 22.3 -40.1% -27.6% 46

White males 2000 18 17 18 +0.0% +5.9% 35.4 23.1 18.4 -48.0% -20.3% =ma
White females 2000 8 8 11 +37.5% +37.5% 17.0 13.4 12.7 -25.3% -5.2% 43

African American and Other males 2000 52 44 28 -46.2% -36.4% 57.7 44.0 29.6 -48.7% -32.7%

African American and Other females 2000 30 36 26 -13.3% -27.8% 28.9 33.0 28.0 -3.1% -15.2% 41

Grade 3 Math below standards*** 2002 89 40 89 +0.0% +122.5% 35.2 13.5 28.6 -18.8% 111.9% 14

White males 2002 10 5 15 +50.0% +200.0% 22.7 8.6 21.7 -4.4% 152.3%

White females 2002 7 7 8 +14.3% +14.3% 15.2 11,5 10.1 -33.6% -12.2% 2

African American and Other males MEM 38 14 35 -7.9% +150.0% 47.5 17.7 39.3 -17.3% 122.0%

African American and Other females 2002 33 14 31 -6.1% +121.4% 40.7 14.3 41.9 2.9% 193.0% VIM
Grade 3 Reading below standards- 2002 t 66 23 73 +10.6% +217.4% 26.1 7.7 23.5 -10.0% 205.2% 7

White males rzrza 13 4 16 +23.1% +300.0% 29.6 6.8 23.2 -21.6% 241.2% MED
IIMEI
MEMWhite females IITEM 5 4 6 +20.0% +50.0% 10.9 6.6 7.6 -30.3% 15.2%

African American and Other males KM 31 7 31 .0.0% +342.9% 38.7 8.8 34.8 -10.1% 295.5%

African American and Other females WrIZEI 16 8 20 +25.0% +150.0% 19.8 8.1 27.0 36.4% 233.3% MEM
Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 67 120 48 -28.4% -60.0% 26.6 37.5 17.3 -35.0% -53.9% 13

White males 1998 8 14 4 -50.0% -71.4% 16.7 25.0 5.9 -64.7% -76.4%

White females 1998 4 8 6 +50.0% -25.0% 10.0 14.0 7.9 -21.0% -43.6% 8

African American and Other males 1998 28 54 18 -35.7% -66.7% 37.8 50.5 32.1 -15.1% -36.4% 4

African American and Other females 1998 26 44 20 -23.1% -54.5% 32.1 44.0 27.0 -15.9% -38.6% 12

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
"" BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Edgefield County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 135 79 135 +0.0% +70.9% 53.1 31.5 44.9 -15.4% 42.5%
White males 2002 11 6 15 +36.4% +150.0% 26.2 14.3 20.3 -22.5% 42.0%
White females 2002 13 6 16 +23.1% +166.7% 31.7 12.8 22.9 -27.8% 78.9%

African American and Other males 2002 60 36 52 -13.3% +44.4% 63.8 44.4 66.7 4.5% 50.2%
African American and Other females 2002 49 31 52 +6.1% +67.7% 66.2 38.7 65.8 -0.6% 70.0%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards" 2002 142 63 91 -35.9% +44.4% 55.5 25.0 29.9 -46.1% 19.6%
White males 2002 13 11 12 -7.7% +9.1% 31.0 26.2 16.2 -47.7% -38.2%
White females 2002 10 3 9 -10.0% +200.0% 24.4 6.4 12.9 -47.1% 101.6%
African American and Other males 2002 68 27 37 -45.6% +37.0% 71.6 33.3 45.7 -36.2% 37.2%
African American and Other females 2002 49 21 33 -32.7% +57.1% 65.3 25.9 41.8 -36.0% 61.4%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 71 56 NA -21.1% NA 29.7 24.8 NA -16.5%
White males 1998 NA 12 NA NA NA NA 19.1 10.6 NA -44.5%
White females 1998 NA 4 NA NA NA NA 9.5 10.9 NA 14.7%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 32 NA NA NA NA 53.3 33.9 NA -36.4%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 23 NA NA NA NA 31.1 38.5 NA 23.8%
Exit
attem.t

Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
2002 149 69 92 -38.3% +33.3% 55.4 32.1 41.6 -24.9% 29.6%

White males 2002 16 7 19 +18.8% +171.4% 31.4 14.6 33.3 6.1% 128.1%

White females 2002 11 5 13 +18.2% +160.0% 28.2 12.8 27.1 -3.9% 111.7%

African American and Other males 2002 55 20 30 -45.5% +50.0% 67.9 45.5 52.6 -22.5% 15.6%

African American and Other females 2002 65 37 29 -55.4% -21.6% 67.7 44.1 50.0 -26.1% 13.4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

2000-02 82 75 152 +85.8% +104.5% 29.4 28.1 46.0 56.4% 63.8%

White males 2000-02 10 16 38 +296.5% +143.0% 18.4 29.5 45.9 149.0% 55.6%
White females 2000-02 13 24 29 +134.7% +24.8% 29.4 42.3 38.4 30.7% -9.2%
African American and Other males 2000-02 42 20 49 +15.9% +149.6% 39.6 25.0 58.2 46.8% 132.7%

African American and Other females 2000-02 18 16 37 +103.7% +129.2% 22.8 20.1 41.0 80.1% 103.9%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 754 583 807 +7.0% +38.4% 36.0 37.1 22.3 -38.0% -39.8%

White males NA 138 108 NA NA NA 33.3 31.1 NA NA NA

White females NA 139 102 NA NA NA 29.9 29.0 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 300 217 NA NA NA 51.4 49.2 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 177 156 NA NA NA 28.1 36.3 NA NA NA

2000 1,958 1,164 1,159

Econom
-40.8%

es
34.6 21.8 19.8 -42.8% -9.2%1 Povert Rate -0.4%

White children 2000 602 152 335 -44.4% +120.4% 26.7 6.4 10.5 -60.7% 64.1%
African American and Other children 2000 1,356 1,012 824 -39.2% -18.6% 39.9 34.4 30.9 -22.5% -10.2%

Income of Families w/children 1999 $ 2000 $ 37,458 $ 44,588 $ 46,319 +23.7% +3.9% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 44,143 $ 53,156 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 30,921 $ 34,437 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent afg3 Factors
Teenae Prenanc aes 14-17 2001 29 27 11 - 62.1% 59.3% 4.3 4.9 1.6 -63.0% 67.3%

White 2001 4 7 6 +50.0% -14.3% 2.9 1.7 10.4% -41.4%

African American and Other 2001 25 20 5 -80.0% -75.0% 6.1 6.5 1.6 -73.8% -75.4%

Delinuenc 2002 23 21 52 +126.1% +147.6% 2.3 2.3 4.8 109.3% 109.3%
White males 2002 5 4 13 +160.0% +225.0% 2.0 4.5 86.8% 124.1%

White females 2002 2 2 3 +50.0% +50.0% 1.0 1.0 1.2 15.4% 15.4%

African American and Other males 2002 7 13 24 +242.9% +84.6% 2.4 5.6 8.3 244.8% 47.8%

African American and Other females 2002 9 2 12 +33.3% +500.0% 3.0 0.8 5.2 73.9% 552.2%

'Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
"BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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In 2000 there were an estimated 6,128 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 1,779 were White, 4,232
were African-American, and 117 were other races. There were 6,343 children under age 18 in 1990, 6,764 in 1980,
8,172 in 1970, and 9,321 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.1% of the
population in 2000, down from 45.0% in 1960, 40.9% in 1970, and 32.7% in 1980.

In 2000 the 1,927 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.2% of the overall population: 6.2% of Whites and 9.3% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 1.9% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 0.9% and "some other
race alone" at 0.6% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 32.4% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 46.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 25 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 7.8% of
all babies born in the county; 5.8% of all White and 8.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 96.0% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 66 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 20.7% of all born in the
county; 14.6% of all White and 23.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 95.5% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 79 babies, 24.8% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
29.1% of White and 22.8% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 56.0% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 43.4% had completed 12
grades (29.1% of Whites and 50.2% of African Americans and Others) and 31.8% had more than a high school degree
(41.7% of Whites and 27.0% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers: Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 134

babies, 42.0% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 42.1%
and in 1960 it was 14.9%. In 2001, 17.5% of White children and 53.7% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 56 babies, 17.6% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 190, constituting 59.6% of all babies, 36.9% of White babies,
and 70.4% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001
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6Total
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*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 165 marriage licenses were issued, while 82 divorce decrees involving 76 children

were filed. In 1970, only 23 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 2,011 children
lived with only one parent. This was 40.2% of all children, up from 29.9% in 1990, 21.0% in 1980, and 14.3% in 1970. In
2000, 19.1% of White and 50.4% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,
470 or 39.3% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 15.9% of White and 51.9% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 68.0% of mothers with children under 6 and 72.6% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 36.3% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
67.5% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 846 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 93.0% of these are in licensed
programs and 7.0% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 90.4% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 6.4% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 2.6% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.6% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 106.20 for centers and $ 57.19 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 25% of centers with
pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 25% of centers with pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers with
limited education. In 50% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high school
degree. In 100% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare homes,
85.7% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 14.3% have less than a high school
degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 427 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 35.4% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

54.6% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 19.3% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 7.3% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 327 or 5.3% of all children lived with relatives, 108 or 1.8% lived with

non-relatives, 7 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 3 or 0.0% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 125 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 57 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 14.5% for physical abuse, 8.1% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 37.1% for physical neglect, 1.6% for educational neglect, 1.6% for medical neglect, 37.1% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 102 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 52.9% were male, 47.1% were female; 26.5% were White, 73.5% were African-American and
Other. By age, 33.7% were ages 0 5, 39.6% were ages 6 - 12, and 26.7% were ages 13 17. In the indicated cases,
30.4% of the children lived in two-parent families, 43.1% in single parent families, 15.7% with unmarried couples, and
10.8% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 31 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 5.0 years. The ages of children in foster care were 16.1% 0-2, 16.1% 3-5, 19.4% 6-10, 29.0%
11-13, and 19.4% 14 and above. The foster care population is 48.4% males and 51.6% females. Regarding their future,
45.2% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 25.8% for return to a parent or guardian, 0.0% for placement
with a relative, 6.5% for independent living, 22.6% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.83 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.22 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,518 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 780 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 25.0% of all children and youth: 12.0% of Whites and 30.2% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.
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Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 26.4%, it was
26.1% in 1979 and 44.2% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 29.0% of children 0 5

(16.6% White, 34.3% African-American and Other), and 23.2% of children 6 - 17 (10.5% White, 28.3% African-
Americ an and Other), lived in poverty; 24.1% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 45.3% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 9.7% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
57.8% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 3,190 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 1,672 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 588 9.7% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 1,518 25.0% 209 12.0% 1,309 30.2%
Under 125% 1,997 32.9% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 2,415 39.7% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 2,749 45.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 2,944 48.5% NA NA NA NA
Under 20013/0 3,190 52.5% NA NA NA NA
Total Children 6,128 1,779 4,349

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $39,070. In 1989 it was $37,779, and 1979, it
was $35,378, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$19,279 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $52,724 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Fairfield County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.3%.

Child Support Payments: There were 176? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 30.1 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 199,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 605 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 200. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 76, or 23.8% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 101,

or 31.7% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 21 or 20.4% of Whites and 80 or 37.0% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 2 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 29 or 9.1% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 9.3% of African-American and Other babies and 8.7% of White babies. During 1999-2001,
approximately 27 or 2.8% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
2.3% of White babies and 3.0% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $14,156 and $110,884 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $2,174 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,000,912 for all low
birthweight babies, of which $797,212 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 15.8% from
8.6 to 7.2 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate increased 17.2% from 2.8 to 3.2 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 18.9% from 11.2 to 9.1 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 1 White and 6 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 1 White and
9 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year.
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Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Fairfield County went to the emergency room 1,068 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 1 White and 2 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 1 White and 2 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 52.7% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 0.8%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PH)), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thri
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 235 to 352 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were reported cases of children under age 15 and 23 youth ages 15.
19 infected with gonorrhea; 2 youth under 15 and 54 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydia . Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mat
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 15.5% first smoked by age 11, 32.4% by age 13, and 48.2% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.2% of 7th and 8th graders and 22.9% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 34.6% of White male and 23.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 24.7% of African-American males and 16.4% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (2.5 %) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(20.5% compared with 1.0% of all other race and sex groups).

Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.

367



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 613 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 235 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 255 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 2 in

Fairfield County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantia 1 functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 380 seriously emotionally disturbed 117 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 253 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 530 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 292 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 822 uninsured children in Fairfield County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 5 nurses, compared with 1 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Fairfield County has increased by 77.9% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 53.6% of all children in hat age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$7.7 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Fairfield County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 3,284.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 47 163 0 6 216
Children 1 - 5 188 694 0 30 912
Children 6 - 14 229 1,327 0 61 1,617
Children 15 - 18 69 458 0 12 539
Total 533 2,642 0 109 3,284

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 33.3% for Whites and 34.0% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear:
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

56 children not ready 19.9% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001

100 %!

80 %-

60%'
25.5%

40%- 13.8%
19.8%

4.0%

20%"

0%
White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

1st Grade Failures in 2002:

12 children failing 4.2% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

26 children failing 8.6% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

49 children over-age 18.5% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
124 six and seven year olds and 112 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 22.8% and 17.9% of their age groups respectively: 6.7% of White 8 9 year olds were in special education
and 19.7% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 19.9% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 18.5% over age in grade 3, and 17.9% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 255 speech and language impaired, 235 learning disabled, 118 emotionally

disabled, 57 mentally impaired, and 54 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 19.8% of all students in grades 1 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

100 students did not pass all parts 49.8% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Fairfield County who did not meet standards declined from 77.4% to 27.5% in math and from
77.3% to 36% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 58.2% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 39.5% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 47.8% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 54.4% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 53.3% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 59.8% in 1990 and 53.7% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 58.3%, but in 2002 42.4% of4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 60.3% in 1999 and 59.6% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 15.5% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 715 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 131 at 1999 performance rates.

9

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 55.4 45.0 50.0 56.8 56.5
4 51.0 25.0 28.6 60.0 50.0
5 55.2 45.8 47.1 57.1 56.3
6 56.0 52.9 33.3 64.8 50.4
7 72.0 61.1 50.0 79.5 68.3
8 62.5 53.3 31.6 68.4 63.0

Basic

3 36.7 45.0 38.9 35.2 36.5
4 36.8 25.0 57.1 30.5 41.8
5 33.9 33.3 35.3 32.8 34.9
6 35.8 23.5 66.7 28.7 41.2
7 23.2 27.8 50.0 18.2 24.4

8 34.0 26.7 68.4 30.7 32.4

Proficient

3 7.6 10.0 11.1 7.2 7.0
4 7.7 25.0 14.3 4.8 6.6
5 8.0 16.7 17.6 6.7 6.3
6 6.7 17.6 0.0 5.7 6.9
7 3.8 5.6 0.0 2.3 5.7
8 2.7 6.7 0.0 0.9 4.6

Advanced

3 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.0
4 4.6 25.0 0.0 4.8 1.6

5 2.8 4.2 0.0 3.4 2.4

6 1.4 5.9 0.0 0.8 1.5

7 1.0 5.6 0.0 0.0 1.6

8 0.8 13.3 0.0 0.0 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 11.9% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 572
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 77 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 44.4 30.0 23.5 52.8 40.9
4 33.8 25.0 21.4 45.8 26.2
5 49.0 41.7 35.3 57.0 44.4
6 46.8 47.1 16.7 55.7 41.2
7 58.5 64.7 25.0 71.8 48.0
8 56.8 46.7 21.1 70.8 50.0

Basic

3 37.8 35.0 41.2 34.1 41.7
4 52.5 40.0 42.9 49.5 58.2
5 41.0 41.7 47.1 35.5 45.2
6 37.6 23.5 75.0 32.8 40.5
7 32.4 17.6 62.5 23.7 39.8

8 31.1 20.0 36.8 26.5 36.4

Proficient

3 17.5 35.0 35.3 13.0 16.5
4 12.9 35.0 28.6 4.7 14.8
5 9.7 16.7 17.6 7.4 9.5

6 13.8 29.4 8.3 9.8 16.0

7 8.7 17.6 6.3 4.6 12.2

8 10.5 26.7 36.8 2.7 11.8

Advanced

3 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9

4 0.8 0.0 7.1 0.0 0.8
5 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8

6 1.8 0.0 0.0 1.6 2.3

7 0.3 0.0 6.3 0.0 0.0

8 1.6 6.7 5.3 0.0 1.8

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

122 students drop out annually 43.1% students drop out?
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Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 40.5% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 32.4% during 1985-89, and 39.5%

during 1990-94, 41.2% during 1995-97 and 45.0% during 1998-2000***.
During 2001-02, 93.5% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining

6.5% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 30 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 22

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 24.6% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 33.8% to 72.0%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 18.2% 16.2% 26.6% 43.3% 80.6% 22.7%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 11.1% 16.3% 26.4% 15.0% 14.3%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 14.3% 11.9% 21.9% 36.0% 65.6% 18.2%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in

violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

28.9% 22.4% 2.4% 4.5% 17.6% 21.1% 3.0% 8.8% 10.6% 14.4% 12.8%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

7.2% 8.6% NA% 2.3% 9.6% 19.5% 3.4% 5.0% 0.0% 10.8% 6.3%

Been in a fight with
someone? 45.4% 21.7% 25.2% 16.9% 34.6% 32.0% 28.8% 26.9% 31.9% 27.9% 29.6%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 5.7% 4.2% 4.0% 9.0% 8.4% 4.9% 22.4% 27.9% 14.4% 16.1% 15.4%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

8.1% 12.7% 4.8% NA% 11.4% 11.8% 8.5% 9.1% 9.5% 0.0% 3.9%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

46.4% 20.8% 16.8% 23.1% 28.7% 32.6% 31.2% 19.5% 30.2% 25.0% 27.1%

Been suspended
from school? 15.3% 6.0% 4.8% 5.2% 19.4% 25.9% 17.7% 20.8% 17.4% 20.8% 19.4%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 10.1% 3.9% 16.0% 12.7% 10.6% 12.0% 7.9% 3.5% 9.7% 7.4% 8.4%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 10.9% NA 8.8% NA 12.9% NA 7.2% NA 9.7% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 10.3% 4.2% 2.4% 5.2% 4.4% 8.8% 1.6% 2.6% 3.4% 5.3% 4.5%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

21.6% 10.2% 26.9% 45.2% 14.1% 12.8% 25.1% 26.0% 20.5% 20.9% 20.7%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

4.6% 2.1% 12.4% 17.2% 5.4% 4.4% 4.6% 7.4% 5.5% 6.5% 6.1%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 37.9% middle school, 46.4% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 36.8% middle school, 28.6% high school;
- saw a student with a knife at school: 34.5% middle school, 35.7% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 46.0% middle school, 63.2% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 25.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 35.7% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 38.0% had used it in the past month, compared with
33.1% of African-American males; likewise, 34.4% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 29.1%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 18.1% had used alcohol by age 11 or

younger, 33.2% by age 13, and 60.2% by age 15.
During the previous year, 24.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.9% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a

drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 18.0% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 54.0% of eighth
graders and 69.2% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 68.8% of eighth graders and 65.2% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 52.3% ofeighth graders and 40.6% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 9.4% of 1h and 8th graders and 14.5% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consume, 9..

of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 3.1% reported usually 5 or m
drinks. Among high school students, 11.4% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 3.4% 5 or more. Am(
seniors, 21.2% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.2% 5 or more; however 21.8% of seniors said t
they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.3% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.4% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille

drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 15.0% of White males, 11.1% WI
females, 21.3% of African-American males, and 10.7% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug

at an early age: 4.1% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 13.7% had used a drug by age 13, and 29.2% by

15.
In the past year, 9.1% of all high school students in the county who drive and 13.8% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 29.8% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 13.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 73.4% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 35.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 30 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 31 in 2000 and 33 in 2001. This represented 4.9% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several

times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 3.7% for
Whites and 5.3% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 72.7% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Fairfield County has decreased by 16.5
Overall, it has decreased by 21.3% for Whites, and decreased by 18.5% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 49 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 4.1% were age 12 or younger, 24.5% were 13 or 14, and 71.4% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 12.9% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 25 juvenile cases constituting 40.3% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include

truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.
Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 37.5% lived in families with income under $10,000,

37.5% with $10,000-$19,999 and 25.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 14.6% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 56.1% lived in a single parent household, 26.8% lived with other relatives, and 2.4% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
29.3% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 67.3% had at least one prior
referral and 22.4% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 3.3% had been referred by the age of 10, 11.7% by the age of 12, and 28.3% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 34 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 3.4% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 18 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 82 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 6.5% of their age group: 1.6% for White and
8.4% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either school
full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition from
school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the problems of
young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and county reports

on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 5 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 3 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 2 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Fairfield County. The 40.2%
of children in single -parent families, 25.0% in poverty, 45.0% not graduating from school, 35.7% of high school students
using alcohol and 18.4% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
79.3% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 40.4% are born to married parents, and 59.8% lived in
two-parent families; 75.0% were not poor and 47.5% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 90.9% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 80.1% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 37.5% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 43.2% for 8th grade reading, 50.2% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 55.0% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 64.3% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 81.6% do not use drugs, and 77.1% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 17.9% of
3rd raders and 12.1% of 8th graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 8.0% of 3rd graders and 3.5%

of 8` graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.
Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. scicidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson(a,drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazeleogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesamgc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Fairfield County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent 1980*
Year

1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 Rank 199,

NtsdCCD

Low Birth Weight 2001 37 33 29 -21.6% -12.1 %j 10.9 8.6 9.1 -16.4% 5.3% 41

White babies Elifi 6 3 9 +50.0% +200.0% 5.9 2.5 8.7 47.5% 245.1% 25

African American and Other babies Mali 31 30 20 -35.5% -33.3% 13.0 11.4 9.3 -28.9% -18.8% 32

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 131 166 101 +22.9% -39.2% 38.5 43.5 31.7 -17.7% -27.1% 20

White babies WC= 20 25 21 *5.0% -16.0% 19.6 21.0 20.4 4.1% -2.9% 8

African American and Other babies arril 111 141 80 -27.9% -43.3% 46.6 53.6 37.0 -20.5% -30.9% 10

Infant Mortality 2001 25 10 7 -72.0% -30.0% 2.5 0.9 0.7 -70.6% -15.8% 41

. . MI riel BEM 2 I 1 -50.0% +0.0% 0.6 0.3 0.3 -49.4% 17.2% 3

African American and Other babies 2001 23 9 6 -73.9% -33.3% 3.3 1.1 0.9 -72.1% -18.9% 42

Famil
Births to mothers under 18 2001 31 29 25 -19.4% -13.8% 9.1 7.6 7.8 -14.5% 2.7% 24.1.1323:ECEI 3 7 6 +100.0% -14.3% 2.9 5.9 5.8 97.2% -1.4% 6

African American and Other babies ECM 28 22 19 -32.1% -13.6% 11.8 8.4 8.8 -25.2% 5.2% 17

IBirths to mothers under 20 2001 71 78 66 -7.0% -15.4% 20.9 20.4 20.7 -0.9% 1.4% 25

White babies KIM 13 22 15 +15.4% +31.8% 12.7 18.5 14.6 14.6% -21.0% 9

African American and Other babies 2001 58 56 51 -12.1% +8.9% 24.4 21.3 23.6 -3.1% 10.9% 12

Births to mothers with less than a high school
:education

2001 118 82 79 -33.1% -3.7% 34.7 21.5 24.8 -28.5% 15.5% 24

White babies WE= 22 17 30 +36.4% +76.5 %i 21.6 14.3 29.1 34.9% 103,7% 8

African American and Other babies ECM 96 65 49 -49.0% -24.6% 40.3 24.7 22.7 -43.8% -8.2% 14

Births to single mothers 2001 118 178 190 +61.0% +6.7% 34.7 46.6 59.6 71.7% 27.9% 39

1 White babies KM 7 22 38 +442.9% +72.7% 6.9 18.5 36.9 437.7% 99.6% 28

' African American and Other babies WM 111 156 152 +36.9% -2.6% 46.6 59.3 70.4 50.9% 18.6% 22

Children in single parent families 2000 1,283 1,546 2,011 +56.7% +30.1% 21.0 29.9 40.2 91.6% 34.6% 33

White 2000 208 249 310 +49.0% +24.5% 9.6 13.2 19.1 99.3% 45.0% 18

Afncan American and Other 2000 1,071 1,291 1,701 +58.8% +31.8% 26.7 39.5 50.4 88.7% 27.5% 14

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 191 73 56 -70.7% -23.3% 54.4 22.9 19.9 -63.4% -13.1% 45

IMIZET FM 12 6 4 -66.7% -33.3% 37.5 14.0 13.8 -63.2% -1,4% 39

White females ECM 7 1 1 -85.7% +0.0% 25.0 4.8 4.0 -84.0% -16.7% 37

African American and Other mates NM 99 45 27 -72.7% -40.0% 65.1 32.4 25.5 -60.8% -21.3% 38

African American and Other females NE 11 73 21 24 -67.1% +14.3% 52.5 18.1 19.8 -62.3% 9,4% 36

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 88 74 55 -37.5% -25.7% 24.4 24.3 18,2 -25.4% -25.1% 36

White males 2000 8 10 5 -37.5% -50.0% 18.4 25.4 20.2 9.8% -20.5% 26

2000 3 1 4 +33.3% +300.0% 10.5 2.0 22.2 111.4% 1010.0% 25

African American and Other males 2000 43 44 21 -51.2% -52.3% 28.5 37.1 17.7 -37.9% -52.3% 26

African American and Other females 2000 34 19 25 -26.5% +31.6% 24.3 16.6 18,2 -25.1% 9.6% 34

!Grade 3 Math below standards** 2002 196 60 154 -21.4% +156.7% 49.0 21.7 55.4 13.1% 155.3% 34

White males NEM 21 3 9 -57.1% +200.0% 42.0 8.8 45.0 7.1% 411.4% 42

White females Wrall 10 9 -10.0% NA 29.4 50,0 70.1% NA 30

African American and Other males WC2II 96 33 71 -26.0% +115.2% 58.2 33.0 56,8 -2.4% 72.1% 19

African American and Other females EMI 69 24 65 -5.8% +170.8 %I 46.0 20.9 56,5 22.8% 170.3% 13

Grade 3 Reading below standards- 2002 228 38 122 -46.5% +221.1% 56.6 13.8 44.4 -21.6% 221.7% 44

IMIZEMEEIIIEZI 23 3 6 -73.9% +100.0% 46.0 8.8 30.0 -34.8% 240.9% 45

White females ECM 9 - 4 -55.6% NA 25.7 - 23.5 -8.6% NA 41

101111511=221722 WIEN 113 17 65 -42.5% +282.4% 68.5 17.0 52.8 -22.9% 210.6% 41

African American and Other females WrIBI 83 18 47 -43.4% +161.1% 54.6 15.7 40,9 -25.1% 160.5% 41

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 145 156 101 -30.3% -35.3% 47.8 54.4 40.6 -15.1% -25.4% 42

WISSEEN 1998 12 14 3 -75.0% -78.6% 31.6 43.7 15.8 -50.0% -63.8% 39

EISIZE 1998 9 8 -100.0% -100.0% 34.6 30.8 0.0 -100.0% -100.0% 44

African American and Other males 1998 71 81 61 -14.1% -24.7% 57.3 63.3 55.6 -3.0% -12.2% 36

African American and Other females 1998 48 52 37 -22.9% -28.8% 45.7 52.0 35.0 -23.4% -32.7% 37

*year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.
** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Fairfield County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

L'&..Xiii-Hia7k-41.

PercentIndicators Number

Most
Recent Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent i

Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 284 77 160 -43.7% +107.8% 77.4 27.5 62.5 -19.3% 127.3%

White males 2002 28 5 8 -71.4% +60.0% 58.3 18.5 53.3 -8.6% 188.1%

White females 2002 15 6 6 -60.0% +0.0% 57.7 16.2 31.6 -45.2% 95.1%

African American and Other males 2002 128 37 78 -39.1% +110.8% 82.0 36.3 68.4 -16.6% 88.4%

African American and Other females 2002 109 29 68 -37.6% +134.5% 82.0 25.4 63.0 -23.2% 148.0%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 269 102 146 -45.7% +43.1% 77.3 36.0 56.8 -26.5% 57.8%

White males 2002 25 7 7 -72.0% +0.0% 53.2 25.0 46.7 -12,2% 86.8%

White females 2002 12 6 4 -66.7% -33.3% 48.0 16.2 21.1 -56.0% 30.2%

African American and Other males 2002 132 53 80 -39.4% +50.9% 90.4 51.5 70.8 -21.7% 37.5%

African American and Other females 2002 97 36 55 -43.3% +52.8% 76.4 31.3 50.0 -34.6% 59.7%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 198 100 NA -49.5% NA 59.8 43.1 NA - 27.9 %i.

White males 1998 NA 17 NA NA NA NA 42.5 23.5 NA -44.7%

White females 1998 NA 12 NA NA NA NA 34.3 33.3 NA -2.9%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 98 NA NA NA NA 71 54.3 NA -23.5%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 70 NA NA NA NA 60.3 37.0 NA -38.6%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 168 119 100 -40.5% -16.0% 60.4 45.1 49.8 -17.5% 10.4%

White males 2002 12 8 3 -75.0% -62.5% 35.3 26.7 50.0 41.6% 87.3%

White females 2002 10 5 3 -70.0% -40.0% 27.8 17.2 33.3 19.8% 93.6%

African American and Other males 2002 56 50 36 -35.7% -28.0% 64.4 58.1 54.5 -15.4% -6.2%

African American and Other females 2002 89 55 57 -36.0% +3.6% 74.2 47.4 48.7 -34.4% 2.7%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 141 102 122 -12.9% +20.5% 38.2 26.5 43.1 12.8% 62.8%

White males 2000-02 23 17 12 -49.3% -31.4% 51.1 35.1 44.3 -13.3% 26.4%

White females 2000-02 8 11 13 +68.9% +15.2% 21.7 29.7 54.3 149.7% 82.6%

African American and Other males 2000-02 65 42 54 -15.8% +29.4% 43.1 26.8 46.4 7.6% 73.0%

African American and Other females 2000-02 46 32 44 -4.0% +38.6% 32.7 22.3 37.2 13.7% 67.2%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 914 830 701 -23.3% -15.5% 36.3 37.2 24.6 -32.2% -33.9%

White males NA 143 148 NA NA NA 37.8 41.9 NA NA NA

White females NA 119 69 NA NA NA 30.7 21.4 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 444 307 NA NA NA 51.3 43.8 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 208 306 NA NA NA 23.3 35.7 NA NA NA

,
1,746 1,675 1,518

i anom,$
-9.4% 26.1 2e41 25.0 -4.2% -5.3%1Poverty Rate 2000 -13.1%

White children 2000 219 200 209 -4.6% +4.5% 10.1 9.8 12.0 18.8% 22.4%

African American and Other children 2000 1,499 1,475 1,309 -12.7% -11.3% 33.9 34.2 30.2 -10.8% -11.6%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 35,378 $ 37,779 $ 39,070 +10.4% +3.4% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 43,373 $ 47,417 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 29,732 $ 31,051 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

doloseent Ris "r
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 49 48 33 -32.7% -31.3% 5.7 6.4 4.9 -14 0% -23 4%

White 2001 7 9 7 +0.0% -22.2% 2.8 4.3 3.7 32.1% -14.0%

African American and Other 2001 42 39 26 -38.1% -33.3% 7.0 7.2 5.3 -24.3% -26.4%

Delinquency 2002 22 101 34 +54.5% -66.3% 1.8 8.7 3.4 87.0% -61.3%

White males 2002 6 15 4 -33.3% -73.3% 3.1 7.4 2.9 -7.8% -61.4%

White females 2002 - 12 - NA -100.0% 0.0 5.9 0.0 NA -100.0%

African American and Other males 2002 9 48 17 +88.9% -64.6% 2.2 12.9 4.7 114.6% -63.4%

African American and Other females 2002 7 26 13 +85.7% -50.0% 1.6 6.7 3.5 119.6% -47.6%1_1

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Florence
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 32,601 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 16,326 were White, 15,411
were African-American, and 864 were other races. There were 32,456 children under age 18 in 1990, 35,539 in 1980,

34,904 in 1970, and 37,803 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.9% of the

population in 2000, down from 44.8% in 1960, 38.9% in 1970, and 32.3% in 1980.
In 2000 the 9,920 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.9% of the overall population: 6.8% of Whites and 9.2% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.7% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.0% and Asian Alone at
0.8% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 33.8% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 51.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 118 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.2% of
all babies born in the county; 4.3% of all White and 8.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 94.1% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 296 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 15.5% of all born in the
county; 11.6% of all White and 20.0% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 86.5% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

380
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 333 babies, 17.5% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
14.3% of White and 21.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 47.3% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 36.3% had completed 12
grades (31.2% of Whites and 42.3% of African Americans and Others) and 46.1% had more than a high school degree
(54.5% of Whites and 36.5% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 739
babies, 38.8% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 33.7%
and in 1960 it was 12.3%. In 2001, 16.7% of White children and 64.3% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 122 babies, 6.4% of all born in 2001, whose fathers
formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are added,
the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 861, constituting 45.2% of all babies, 23.0% of White babies, and
70.9% of African-American and Others.

80%
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40%

20%

01)/0

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

AA & 0

-41-- Total

e-- White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 1,114 marriage licenses were issued, while 487 divorce decrees involving 390 children
were filed. In 1970, only 170 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers cf children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 9,521 children
lived with only one parent. This was 34.2% of all children, up from 29.6% in 1990, 20.7% in 1980, and 15.1% in 1970. In
2000, 17.8% of White and 53.6% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,
2,625 or 31.8% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 13.9% of White and 54.9% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 65.4% of mothers with children under 6 and 72.2% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 34.3% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
60.9% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 5,417 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 80.0(1/0 of these are in licensed

programs and 20.0% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 67.1% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 19.0% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 8.0% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 5.9% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 73.55 for centers and $ 61.75 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 22.9% of centers with

pre-school staff and 50% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-

$8 per hour are 57.1% of centers with pre-school staff and 27.8% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers

with limited education. In 45.7% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 42.9% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare

homes, 61.6% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 23.1% have less than a high

school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 1,095 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 26.9% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

57.0% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 15.3% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 6.9% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,653 or 5.1% of all children lived with relatives, 446 or 1.4% lived with

non-relatives, 38 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 105 or 0.3% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 590 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 140 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 16.6% for physical abuse, 7.6% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental

injury, 22.8% for physical neglect, 5.5% for educational neglect, 4.1% for medical neglect, 43.4% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 211 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 51.9% were male, 48.1% were female; 37.9% were White, 62.1% were African-American and
Other. By age, 37.9% were ages 0 5, 44.8% were ages 6 - 12, and 17.2% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
19.4% of the children lived in two-parent families, 58.3% in single parent families, 15.2% with unmarried couples, and

7.1% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 156 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 8.1 years. The ages of children in foster care were 13.5% 0-2, 7.1% 3-5, 23.1% 6-10, 16.0%

11-13, and 40.4% 14 and above. The foster care population is 46.8% males and 53.2% females. Regarding their future,

30.1% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 37.2% for return to a parent or guardian, 4.5% for placement

with a relative, 18.0% for independent living, 10.3% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.86 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.23 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 7,313 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 3,394 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 22.7% of all children and youth: 9.1% of Whites and 36.5% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 26.4%, it was

27.8% in 1979 and 32.4% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 24.5% of children 0 5

(10.6% White, 39.3% African-American and Other), and 21.4% of children 6 - 17 (7.7% White, 34.9% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 16.5% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 47.3% of children in single- parent families lived in
poverty, but only 7.2% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
65.6% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 14,964 children ages 0-17 who wereless
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 7,651 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 4,262 13.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 7,313 22.7% 1,468 9.1% 5,845 36.5%

Under 125% 9,086 28.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 11,204 34.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 13,145 40.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 14,021 43.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 200°/0 14,964 46.5% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 32,601 16,326 16,275
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $52,314. In 1989 it was $45,044, and 1979, it
was $40,989, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$24,666 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $65,927 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Florence County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 2.6%.

Child Support Payments: There were 1,3129 families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 29.2 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 229,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 2,430 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 201. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through

adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 644, or 33.8% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 727,
or 38.1% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 289 or 28.3% of Whites and 438 or 49.6% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 21 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 218 or 11.4% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 15.2% of African-American and Other babies and 8.2% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 157 or 2.8% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.5% of White babies and 4.2% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $18,672 and $136,496 for each very low
birthweight baby, compared with $1,878 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of
$6,951,634 for all low birthweight babies, of which $5,115,501 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 19.8% from
16.1 to 12.9 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 2.2% from 7.3 to 7.1 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 20.8% from 24.2 to 19.2 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 21 White and 52 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 20
White and 72 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 384



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Florence County went to the emergency room 4,408 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 10 White and 17 African-American and Other
children ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 11 White and 16 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 50.8% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 9.9%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adole scent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thr(
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 1,329 to 1,993 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n.
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 6 reported cases of children under age 15 and 125 you
ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 4 youth under 15 and 234 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.6% first smoked by age 11, 33.7% by age 13, and 49.6% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.7% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 35.2% of White male and 29.5% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 20.7% of African-American males and 9.9% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (4.7%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(17.0% compared with 1.4% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Florence County. Five of 5

districts participated, but there was partial participation by the largest (District 1).
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 3,260 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 1,323 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 701 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 20 in

Florence County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 59% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 2,064 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 1,376 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 2,487 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 1,750 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 4,238 uninsured children in Florence County. The numberlacking

basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 28 nurses, compared with 21 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into

Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Florence County has increased by 79.6% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 51.9% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$39.7 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Florence County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 16,931.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 378 773 20 48 1,219

Children 1 - 5 1,274 3,198 37 229 4,738
Children 6 - 14 1,840 5,891 31 304 8,066
Children 15 - 18 717 2,139 8 44 2,908

Total 4,209 12,001 96 625 16,931

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 35.3% for Whites and 32.7% f

African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

220 children not ready 14.2% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

127 children failing 7.8% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

336 children failing 20.0% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

293 children over-age 18.9% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
512 six and seven year olds and 551 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,

approximately 16.4% and 16.1% of their age groups respectively: 16.1% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 16.1% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 14.2% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 18.9% over age in grade 3, and 16.1% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 701 speech and language impaired, 1,323 learning disabled, 118 emotionally

disabled, 864 mentally impaired, and 360 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 15.8% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

479 students did not pass all parts 37.0% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage

of 8th grade students in Florence County who did not meet standards declined from 55.5% to 26.8% in math and from
51.9% to 22.9% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 37.5% not meeting 8th grade math standards

in 1998 and 31.5% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 34.8% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 31.8% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 34.8% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 32.0% in 1990 and 31.8% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 42.6%, but in 2002 26.7% of 491 graders were below basic in reading

and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 46.8% in 1999 and 47.9% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 21.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 2,549 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 706 at 1999 performance rates.
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 32.8 18.2 18.3 47.2 39.0
4 28.4 16.8 14.9 40.4 37.0
5 37.3 23.6 17.1 51.0 47.0
6 35.0 19.1 18.1 50.4 46.0
7 51.6 32.0 31.4 69.9 65.8
8 54.5 36.5 36.3 74.0 66.4

Basic

3 43.7 46.4 46.6 40.1 43.3
4 40.7 38.1 39.2 40.6 43.9
5 39.4 40.2 38.7 39.8 38.9
6 38.6 40.0 39.4 35.6 39.7

7 30.9 36.6 39.9 23.8 26.1

8 36.5 44.1 49.5 23.3 31.5

Proficient

3 17.0 23.1 25.2 9.9 14.0

4 18.5 25.9 22.8 13.5 14.1

5 15.2 20.5 28.2 6.7 11.3

6 17.3 23.4 29.8 8.6 11.5

7 11.0 17.5 19.4 4.0 5.8

8 6.6 13.4 10.8 1.6 2.0

Advanced

3 6.5 12.3 10.0 2.8 3.6

4 12.4 19.3 23.1 5.5 5.0
5 8.1 15.7 16.0 2.6 2.8

6 9.1 17.5 12.8 5.4 2.9
7 6.5 13.9 9.3 2.2 2.3

8 2.5 6.0 3.4 1.2 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 20.9% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,915

students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 506 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 24.6 14.4 12.4 39.3 25.8
4 25.0 18.8 9.5 40.8 27.1

5 34.1 20.3 11.5 53.8 39.1

6 34.6 22.6 16.7 54.4 38.9
7 32.8 21.4 11.0 58.0 35.1

8 41.3 26.3 21.1 63.7 49.4

Basic

3 41.8 35.6 31.0 44.3 51.1

4 48.7 49.0 43.3 47.3 53.8
5 49.5 55.6 51.6 41.1 52.3

6 37.2 39.6 33.3 32.1 42.8
7 46.6 52.2 46.3 36.2 52.0

8 38.8 44.0 42.5 31.6 38.2

Proficient

3 32.2 48.4 52.4 16.1 22.7

4 24.9 31.1 43.0 11.2 19.1

5 15.5 22.9 34.1 4.9 8.6

6 24.8 34.8 42.6 12.1 15.4

7 18.1 23.3 36.4 5.4 11.9

8 16.2 24.4 27.8 4.2 11.0

Advanced

3 1.4 1.6 4.1 0.2 0.5

4 1.4 1.1 4.3 0.7 0.0

5 0.8 1.1 2.8 0.2 0.0

6 3.4 3.0 7.4 1.3 2.9

7 2.5 3.1 6.3 0.4 1.0

8 3.7 5.3 8.5 0.5 1.3

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

638 students drop out annually 33.1% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 32.9% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 38.2% during 1985-89, and 36.7%

during 1990-94, 31.2% during 1995-97 and 36.2% during l998-2000*.
During 2001-02, 96.9% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining

3.1% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but notpassing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.

391



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 9 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 220
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 16.9% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 24.6% to 54.5%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation

necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 14.1% 25.7% 29.9% 39.2% 58.0% 25.6%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 11.0% 15.3% 21.0% 19.5% 25.4% 16.5%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 9.9% 13.3% 24.6% 27.7% 47.8% 17.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

17.9% 24.0% 3.8% 7.3% 10.6% 18.4% 5.5% 7.8% 9.3% 14.0% 11.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.9% 8.5% 0.2% 1.9% 7.8% 12.7% 4.2% 4.4% 4.8% 7.0% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 39.6% 27.7% 17.7% 16.2% 36.6% 25.0% 30.4% 21.2% 31.2% 22.5% 26.7%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.7% 2.2% 5.1% 10.4% 6.7% 4.8% 18.2% 30.4% 8.6% 13.1% 10.9%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

5.0% 7.5% 5.5% 7.6% 13.3% 7.8% 8.5% 12.7% 8.2% 9.2% 8.7%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

34.1% 28.3% 14.2% 17.4% 38.6% 33.4% 36.9% 24.2% 31.3% 26.0% 28.6%

Been suspended
from school? 18.0% 21.7% 6.5% 10.6% 26.5% 24.7% 21.9% 16.0% 18.5% 18.4% 18.4%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 11.0% 12.4% 4.5% 7.1% 11.0% 12.3% 7.0% 5.2% 8.4% 9.1% 8.7%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 17.0% NA 13.4% NA 6.9% NA 4.8% NA 10.2% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.5% 5.1% 0.7% 2.4% 3.2% 8.0% 3.4% 2.9% 2.8% 4.6% 3.7%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

11.5% 17.7% 18.6% 29.8% 12.2% 14.7% 22.7% 24.4% 16.5% 21.6% 19.1%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

5.9% 7.8% 6.2% 15.4% 3.2% 4.1% 7.0% 6.3% 5,6% 8.1% 6.9%

ource: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 30.8% middle school, 46.7% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 23.8% middle school, 26.8% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.8% middle school, 36.1% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 35.0% middle school, 60.1% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 17.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 33.3% of high schoolers said they

had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 32.2% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.1% of African-American males; likewise, 32.7% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 20.8%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 10.1% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 25.0% by age 13, and 52.4% by age 15.

During the previous year, 22.4% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.9% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 15.5% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 39.1% of eighth
graders and 66.8% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 69.3% of eighth graders and 66.9% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 46.3% of eighth graders and 50.9% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 6.5% of 7h and gh graders and 16.5% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
11.1% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 5.7% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 15.5% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.2% 5 or me
Among seniors, 17.4% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.8% 5 or more; however 16.2%of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 7.3% of 7th and 8th graders and 17.0% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 16.5% of White males, 14.1% WI
females, 18.1% of African-American males, and 5.6% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug

at an early age: 4.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 12.1% had used a drug by age 13, and 28.2% by ;

15.
In the past year, 7.4% of all high school students in the county who drive and 9.7% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 18.7% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.7% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 62.6% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 34.1% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Florence County. Five of 5

districts participated, but there was partial participation by the largest (District 1).
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 119 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 126 in 2000 and 125 in 2001. This represented 3.3% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.5% for
Whites and 4.0% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 93.6% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Florence County has decreased by 33.S
Overall, it has decreased by 13.8% for Whites, and decreased by 47.4% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 708 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 16.2% were age 12 or younger, 32.6% were 13 or 14, and 51.1% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 9.6% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 134 juvenile cases constituting 14.1% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 26.9% lived in families with income under $10,000,
34.0% with $10,000-$19,999 and 39.2% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 16.6% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 55.9% lived in a single parent household, 24.8% lived with other relatives, and 2.7% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
38.4% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 51.6% had at least one prior
referral and 21.5% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 3.1% had been referred by the age of 10, 10.8% by the age of 12, and 26.5% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 360 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 6.2% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.

Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 30 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 802 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 10.3% of their age group: 7.4% for White and
13.4% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 44 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 16 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 3 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 4 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Florence County. The 34.2%
of children in single-parent families, 22.7% in poverty, 36.2% not graduating from school, 33.3% of high school students
using alcohol and 17.0% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
84.5% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 54.8% are born to married parents, and 65.8% lived in
two-parent families; 77.3% were not poor and 53.5% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 88.6% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 85.8% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 45.5% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 58.7% for 8th grade reading, 63.0% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 63.8% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 66.7% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 83.0% do not use drugs, and 74.3% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 33.6% of
3rd graders and 19.9% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 23.5% of 3"1 graders and
9.1% of gh graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1 1 38, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. s cicidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(a,oge.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq



Florence County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent 1980*
Year

1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199

GOscOlo
Low Birth Weight 2001 165 218 218 +32.1% +0 0% 8.3 11.2 11.4 37 5% 2.0% 18

White babies EMI 56 58 84 +50.0% +44.8% 5.5 6.0 8.2 49.1% 36.6% 1,11

African American and Other babies Wall 109 160 134 +22.9% -16.3% 11.1 16.2 15.2 36.2% -6.6% MEM
Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 600 432 727 -21.2% +68.3% 30.1 22.1 38.1 26.6% 72.1% 6

White babies rr 170 110 289 +70.0% +162.7% 16.8 11.4 28.3 68.5% 148.5% IISI
African American and Other babies 2001 430 322 438 +1.9% +36.0% 44.0 32.7 49.6 12.7% 51.7% MEM

Infant Mortality 2001 105 92 73 -30.5% -20.7% 1.8 1.6 1.3 -28.5% -19.8% 28

White babies 2001 37 20 21 -43.2% +5.0% 1.3 0.7 0.7 -43.3% -2.2% IMO
African American and Other babies 2001 68 72 52 -23.5% -27.8% 2.4 2.4 1.9 -19.0% -20.8% WWI

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 177 164 118 -33.3% -28.0% 8.9 8.4 6.2 -30.3% - 26.2% 21

White babies 2001 52 58 44 -15.4% -24.1% 5.1 6.0 4.3 -16.3% -28.4%

African American and Other babies 2001 125 106 74 -40.8% -30.2% 12.8 10.8 8.4 -34.4% -22.1% MEM
Births to mothers under 20 2001 395 396 296 -25.1% -25.3% 19.8 20.3 15.5 -21.9% -23.6% 15

111=101
imEriWhite babies 2001 146 136 119 -18.5% +12.5% 14.4 14.1 11.6 -19.6% -17.6%

African American and Other babies r r 249 260 177 -28.9% +31.9% 25.5 26.4 20.0 -21.3% -24.1%

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 641 477 333 -48.0% -30.2% 32.2 24.4 17.5 -45.7% -28.4% 17

White babies 267 192 146 -45.3% -24.0% 26.4 19.9 14.3 -45.8% -28.1% =Ma
African American and Other babies 2001 374 285 187 -50.0% -34.4% 38.2 28.9 21.2 -44.6% -26.8% 42

Births to single mothers"- 2001 504 760 861 +70.8% +13.3% 25.3 39.0 45.2 78.5% 16.0% MEI
White babies 2001 54 137 235 +335.2% +71.5% 5.3 14.2 23.0 331.0% 62.2% =ma
African American and Other babies 450 623 626 +39.1% +0.5% 46.0 63.2 70.9 54.1% 12.1% =Ea

Children in single parent families 2000 6,640 8,168 9,521 +43.4% +16.6% 20.7 29.6 34.2 65.2% 15.5% 31

White 2000 2,153 2,417 2,682 +24.6% +11.0% 11.1 15.7 17.8 60.3% 13.3% MOM
African American and Other 2000 4,470 5,724 6,839 +53.0% +19.5% 33.2 46.9 53.6 61.4% 14.2% 42

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 631 585 220 -65.1% -62.4% 36.7 28.4 14.2 -61.3% -50.0% 21

1110=1111MMIMMIINZIM
Warafr 2001

117

67

110 30 -74.4% -72.7% 28.3 23.0 8.9 -68.6% -61.3% alMal
40 16 -76.1% -60.0% 17.4 10.5 5.3 -69.5% -49.5% 1111=01

EIME1VIESI 2001 258 255 116 -55.0% -54.5% 55.5 41.0 24.6 -55.7% -40.0%

African American and Other females 2001 189 179 58 -69.3% -67.6% 41.7 30.9 13.4 -67.9% -56.6% 10

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 260 468 283 +8.8% -39.5% 14.9 24.8 16.0 7.4% -35.5% 15

White males 2000 61 104 51 -16.4% -51.0% 14.0 23.1 13.0 -7.1% -43.7% lial
11=122000 34 51 27 -20.6% -47.1% 8.4 12.8 8.0 -4.8% -37.5%

African American and Other males 2000 99 187 121 +22.2% -35.3% 22.1 35.3 23.3 5.4% -34.0% PA
African American and Other females 2000 65 126 83 +27.7% -34.1% 14.6 24.6 16.6 13.7% -32.5% MID

Grade 3 Math below standards"" 2002 714 245 474 -33.6% +93.5% 42.6 13.4 32.8 -23.0% 144.8% 24

White males 2002 124 23 56 -54.8% +143.5% 27.4 5.2 18.2 -33.6% 250.0% maw
White females 2002 111 24 53 -52.3% +120.8% 25.9 5.7 18.3 -29.3% 221.1% MEM
African American and Other males 2002 236 92 201 -14.8% +118.5% 62.3 19.5 47.2 -24.2% 142.1% 11111
African American and Other females 2002 240 106 164 -31.7% +54.7% 57.7 21.3 39.0 -32.4% 83.1% INma

Grade 3 Reading below standards."" 2002 605 217 354 -41.5% +63.1% 36.0 11.9 24.6 -31.7% 106.7% 20

IIIMISTE 2002 116 36 44 -62.1% +22.2% 25.6 8.2 14.4 -43.8% 75,6% ImErjEwaWhite females 2002 72 16 36 -50.0% +125.0% 16.7 3.8 12.4 -25.7% 226.3%

African American and Other males S S 222 99 166 -25.2% +67.7% 58.6 21.0 39.3 -32.9% 87.1% EMI
WIENEZ 2002 193 66 108 -44.0% +63.6% 46.4 13.3 25.8 -44.4% 94.0% 33

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 570 600 474 -16.8% -21.0% 34.8 31.8 29.1 -16.4% -8.5% 27

111.01=62.11..111.11111
NEffrEfi

1998 91 121 48 -47.3% -60.3% 22.6 25.2 14.2 -37.2% -43.7% 18

1998 56 49 47 -16.1% -4.1% 14.7 11.9 12.7 -13.6% 6.7% 21

African American and Other males 1998 228 228 209 -8.3% -8.3% 54.4 46.9 48.1 -11.6% 2.6% 31

African American and Other females 1998 193 202 169 -12.4% -16.3% 47.5 39.8 35.4 -25.5% -11.1% 41

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Florence County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education (continued)
Indicators

Most
Recent Yea

Grade 8 Math below state standards**
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Grade 8 Readin
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem t

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th ade 4 ears later

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

below state standards**

2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998

Number Percent

Most Percent Percent
1980' 1990*

Recent
Change 80- Change 90-

pres pres

Most
Percent

Recent
Change 80-

pres

-8.2% +93.9%
157 70 134 -14.6% +91.4%
134 67 141 +5.2% +110.4%

-8.1% +100.0%
-9.7% +84.5%

-26.2% +68.9%
156 76 95 -39.1% +25.0%
117 51 82 -29.9% +60.8%

-19.5% +88.9%
-24.9% +77.4%

-31.6%

-1.8%

Percent
Change 90-

pres

13.1%
-4.4%

-15.2%
-20.4%
-22.6%
-24.9%
-15.7%
-29.3%

103 4%
122.6%
161.2%

76.2%

80.3%
48.6%

101.0%
69.4%
70.3%

-10.3%
-18.2%
-24.5%

2002

2000-02

2000-02
2000-02
2000-02
2000-02

2000

NA

NA 173 NA NA NA

836 397 479 -42.7% +20.7%

139 55 60 -56.8% +9.1%
136 42 65 -52.2% +54.8%

-39.3% -1.8%
288 132 191 -33.7% +44.7%

-25.9% 31.7%

19.0 -40.8%
18.6 -37.8%

59.6 -21.9%
-20.7%

723 665 638 -11.7% -4.0%

4,178

1,192
910

1,066
1,010

3,294

908
687

1,033

116 -29.9%
+2.7%

138 -21.8%

2,839 -32.0%

+4.0%
+0.7%

-11.7%
-5.5%

-8.9%

18.0%

22.4%
42.4%

-2.2%

26.7 -17.0%
-2.3%

27.3 -24.5%

11.2%
-12.9%
-11.7%

16.9 -45.6% -39.5%

White children 2000 2,429
African American and Other children 2000 7,421

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 40,989
White families 2000 $ 48,185
African American and Other families 2000 $ 27,263

8,530
1,488
7,042

45,044
55,924
29,076

7,313
1,468
5,845

$ 52,314
NA
NA

Econo
-25.8%
-39.6%
-21.2%
+27.6%

NA
NA

-14.3%
-1.3%

-17.0%
+16.1%

NA
NA

27.8
12.5
46.2

NA
NA
NA

26.4
9.1

44.5
NA
NA
NA

22.7
9.1

36.5
NA
NA
NA

-18.3%
-27.2%
-21.1%

NA
NA
NA

0.0%
-18.1%

NA
NA
NA

Adolescent Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 209 183 125 -40.2% -31.7% 5.0 4.8 3.3 -33.9% -31.3%

White 2001 75 71 49 -34.7% -31.0% 3.2 3.6 2.5 -22.1% -30.6%
African American and Other 2001 134 112 76 -43.3% -32.1% 7.3 6.2 4.0 -45.1% -35.5%

Delinquency 2002 183 347 360 +96.7% +3.7% 3.0 6.1 6.2 108.0% 2.3%

White males 2002 46 85 77 +67.4% -9.4% 2.7 5.4 5.2 92.7% -3.7%

White females 2002 22 33 46 +109.1% +39.4% 1.3 2.1 3.2 145.7% 52.1%

African American and Other males 2002 91 170 163 +79.1% -4.1% 7.0 13.2 11.6 65.1% -12.4%

African American and Other females 2002 24 59 74 +208.3% +25.4% 1.8 4.7 5.1 183.5% 8.6%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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In 2000 there were an estimated 14,044 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 6,448 were White, 7,306
were African-American, and 290 were other races. There were 13,818 children under age 18 in 1990, 14,578 in 1980,
14,378 in 1970, and 17,238 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.2% of the
population in 2000, down from 49.5% in 1960, 42.9% in 1970, and 34.3% in 1980.

In 2000 the 4,223 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.6% of the overall population: 6.4% of Whites and 9.3% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.1% of children in the county, with "some other race alone" at 0.9% and 'two or
more races" at 0.8% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a Child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 30.2% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 53.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 45 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 5.6% of
all babies born in the county; 3.2% of all White and 8.3% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 93.3% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 130 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 16.1% of all born in the
county; 10.9% of all White and 22.1% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 86.9% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

398
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 153 babies, 19.0% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
17.2% of White and 21.1% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 51.7% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 41.4% had completed 12
grades (35.0% of Whites and 48.7% of African Americans and Others) and 39.6% had more than a high school degree
(47.8% of Whites and 30.2% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 209
babies, 25.9% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 34.6%
and in 1960 it was 16.5%. In 2001, 8.1% of White children and 46.4% of African-American and Other children were born
to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 155 babies, 19.2% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 364, constituting 45.2% of all babies, 23.4% of White babies,
and 70.1% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA&O

Total

AWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 549 marriage licenses were issued, while 210 divorce decrees involving 173 children

were filed. In 1970, only 69 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 3,879 children
lived with only one parent. This was 33.1% of all children, up from 25.8% in 1990, 17.8% in 1980, and 15.1% in 1970. In
2000, 17.7% of White and 48.9% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
937 or 30.6% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 14.0% of White and 52.8% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 70.2% of mothers with children under 6 and 75.3% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 30.0% of rmthers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
69.1% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 1,607 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 84.6% of these are in licensed
programs and 15.4% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 73.4% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 13.8% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 6.7% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 6.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 64.22 for centers and $ 64.55 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 18.8% of centers with
pre-school staff and 30% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 75% of centers with pre-school staff and 50% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers with
limited education. In 50% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 90% of centers most assistants have only a high school
degree. In 37.5% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare homes,
43.8% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 9.4% have less than a high school
degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 611 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 30.7% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
49.8% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 15.3% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 8.6% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 957 or 6.8% of all children lived with relatives, 178 or 1.3% lived with
non-relatives, 18 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 54 or 0.4% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 192 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 75 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 10.3% for physical abuse, 4.6% for sexual abuse, 1.1% for mental
injury, 34.5% for physical neglect, 2.3% for educational neglect, 1.1% for medical neglect, 43.7% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 2.3% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 132 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 49.6% were male, 50.4% were female; 48.5% were White, 51.5% were African-American and
Other. By age, 35.9% were ages 0 - 5, 50.0% were ages 6 - 12, and 14.1% were ages 13 17. In the indicated cases,
23.5% of the children lived in two-parent families, 50.0% in single parent families, 21.2% with unmarried couples, and
5.3% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 60 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.2 years. The ages of children in foster care were 6.7% 0-2, 20.0% 3-5, 26.7% 6-10, 13.3%
11:13, and 33.3% 14 and above. The foster care population is 50.0% males and 50.0% females. Regarding their future,
46.7% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 26.7% for return to a parent or guardian, 0.0% for placement
with a relative, 20.0% for independent living, 3.3% for permanent foster care, and 3.3% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.97 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.02 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 3,602 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 1,643 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 26.0% of all children and youth: 10.4% of Whites and 38.8% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 29.1%, it was
26.7% in 1979 and 44.5% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 24.2% of children 0 5

(10.1% White, 38.0% African-American and Other), and 26.6% of children 6 17 (10.3% White, 39.2% African-
Americ an and Other), lived in poverty; 14.0% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 49.4% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 12.4% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
73.6% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 7,368 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 3,766 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,424 10.3% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 3,602 26.0% 654 10.4% 2,948 38.8%

Under 125% 4,383 31.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 5,483 39.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 6,582 47.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 6,859 49.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 7,368 53.1% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 14,044 6,448 7,596
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $49,104. In 1989 it was $38,914, and 1979, it
was $42,335, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$22,781 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $61,916 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Georgetown County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.8%.

Child Support Payments: There were 646? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 17.8 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 261,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 1,195 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 220. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 174, or 21.6% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 226,
or 28.0% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 79 or 18.3% of Whites and 147 or 39.2% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 3 women received no prenatal care at all.
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Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 100 or 12.4% of all babies in the county
were bom with low birthweight: 18.7% of African-American and Other babies and 7.0% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 72 or 3.0% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.2% of White babies and 5.1% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $10,147 and $67,504 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,803 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,653,346 for
all low birthweight babies, of which $1,314,030 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 18.3% from
13.8 to 11.3 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 69.5% from 12.8 to 3.9 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 36.0% from 14.5 to 19.7 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 5 White and 22 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 13 White and
20 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 402



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Georgetown County went to the emergency room 2,082 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 6 White and 4 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 2 White and 5 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 44.7% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 9.4%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV /AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 549 to 823 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identith
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 2 reported cases of children under age 15 and 49 youth ages 15.
19 infected with gonorrhea; 6 youth under 15 and 83 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mar
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 17.7% first smoked by age 11, 39.0% by age 13, and 56.2% by age 15. In a typical
month, 23.6% of 7th and an graders and 28.4% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 32.9% of White male and 35.4% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 23.9% of African-American males and 15.1% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (4.7%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(17.6% compared with 0.7% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Georgetown County. There
was lower participation in high schools than in middle schools; also disproportionately female (54.9%).
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,404 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 638 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 331 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 9 in
Georgetown County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 904 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 603 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 1,225 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 663 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,887 uninsured children in Georgetown County. The cumber
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 13 nurses, compared with 13 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Georgetown County has increased by 72.8% from June 1997 to June 2001;
thus Medicaid and PHC were serving 53.9% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$17.7 million
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In June 2001, the total number of Georgetown County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 7,565.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 170 324 4 20 518
Children 1 - 5 582 1,453 10 79 2,124
Children 6 - 14 815 2,755 5 85 3,660
Children 15 - 18 281 966 4 12 1,263
Total 1,848 5,498 23 196 7,565

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 22.9% for Whites and 26.3% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

64 children not ready 8.7% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

42 children failing 5.4% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

113 children failing 14.2% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

154 children over-age 21.3% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
239 six and seven year olds and 256 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 16.0% and 15.9% of their age groups respectively: 14.5% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 16.9% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 8.7% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 21.3% over age in grade 3, and 15.9% of eight and nine year-olds
placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 331 speech and language impaired, 638 learning disabled, 178 emotionally

disabled, 326 mentally impaired, and 78 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 15.7% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

215 students did not pass all parts 33.1% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Georgetown County who did not meet standards declined from 66.3% to 24.8% in math and from
60% to 18.3% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 34.3% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 31% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 37.7% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 34.6% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 31.4% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 35.3% in 1990 and 31.2% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 41.9%, but in 2002 27.9% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 49.3% in 1999 and 41.3% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 28.1% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,144 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 447 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 31.5 15.1 17.2 46.7 39.2
4 29.6 16.4 12.3 43.6 38.9
5 34.0 18.3 18.6 45.3 43.8
6 37.0 25.6 12.1 53.2 45.4
7 41.2 20.4 24.9 56.2 50.4
8 46.7 31.1 23.0 66.2 57.5

Basic

3 41.4 35.2 34.4 45.2 47.5
4 37.9 28.9 39.0 39.3 43.0
5 40.1 37.8 36.0 44.1 40.5
6 40.7 33.1 49.6 39.0 42.9
7 36.4 29.9 40.2 35.7 39.0
8 41.7 46.4 52.7 32.8 38.4

Proficient

3 17.1 27.0 33.1 4.8 10.3
4 17.4 25.2 25.3 12.8 9.8
5 16.7 23.2 26.7 9.7 12.4

6 14.6 19.8 30.5 6.5 8.3
7 14.2 26.9 21.3 7.4 7.9
8 8.8 16.6 18.2 1.0 3.7

Advanced

3 9.9 22.6 15.2 3.3 2.9
4 15.1 29.6 23.4 4.3 8.3
5 9.2 20.7 18.6 0.8 3.3
6 7.7 21.5 7.8 1.3 3.4
7 8.3 22.8 13.6 0.8 2.8
8 2.7 6.0 6.1 0.0 0.5

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 24.2% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 977
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 312 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 25.4 13.8 13.2 42.1 26.5
4 26.3 20.6 11.0 41.5 26.4
5 33.4 22.7 12.4 52.1 36.4
6 38.5 32.0 13.6 58.9 38.0
7 36.1 26.9 13.7 56.2 36.6
8 35.9 27.3 10.3 57.7 41.1

Basic

3 37.3 34.0 27.2 37.8 47.1
4 47.6 41.9 38.3 51.9 54.9
5 46.4 44.2 49.7 40.7 51.2
6 39.3 30.8 47.9 35.5 44.9
7 46.2 44.3 45.2 38.8 55.5
8 41.4 42.7 39.4 35.8 47.0

Proficient

3 35.0 48.4 53.6 20.1 26.0
4 24.6 35.0 46.1 6.6 18.7
5 19.7 32.5 36.0 7.2 12.4
6 18.2 29.1 28.6 5.6 16.1

7 16.5 26.3 38.7 5.0 7.1

8 18.9 25.3 40.0 6.0 10.5

Advanced

3 2.2 3.8 6.0 0.0 0.5
4 1.5 2.5 4.5 0.0 0.0
5 0.5 0.6 1.9 0.0 0.0
6 4.0 8.1 10.0 0.0 1.0
7 1.2 2.4 2.4 0.0 0.8
8 3.8 4.7 10.3 0.5 1.4

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

323 students drop out annually 39.0% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 37.9% of 8th graders
failed to graduate- from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 24.6% during 1985-89, and 27.0%
during 1990-94, 31.1% during 1995-97 and 33.0% during 1998-2000-.

During 2001-02, 95.6% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
4.4% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

* 12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using Eith grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the wslbsitiTh
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 15 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 101

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 17.9% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 25.4% to 46.7%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 19.4% 27.0% 34.8% 54.1% 100.0% 28.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 18.2% 19.2% 30.2% 37.9% 100.0% 22.6%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 13.9% 16.8% 27.1% 38.4% 50.0% 19.6%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

26.5% 29.7% 5.7% 7.7% 17.6% 24.5% 6.0% 7.1% 13.3% 15.6% 14.3%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

9.9% 14.4% 1.9% 0.7% 10.8% 15.2% 4.0% 3.6% 6.5% 7.2% 6.8%

Been in a fight with
someone? 38.5% 29.3% 23.9% 15.0% 42.3% 34.2% 29.5% 19.0% 33.4% 22.8% 28.9%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 4.0% 3.4% 10.0% 9.3% 4.9% 5.2% 18.7% 21.5% 10.1% 10.8% 10.4%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

8.4% 7.2% 8.4% 8.6% 7.9% 11.2% 13.5% 9.6% 9.8% 9.0% 9.5%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

39.6% 42.8% 30.8% 29.4% 43.9% 41.8% 34.3% 29.7% 37.1% 34.7% 36.0%

Been suspended
from school? 20.9% 21.9% 11.7% 14.6% 29.5% 36.3% 16.4% 22.6% 19.6% 22.2% 20.7%
Stolen anything
worth > $5? 14.8% 22.1% 9.4% 12.1% 15.8% 18.3% 8.2% 9.6% 11.8% 14.8% 13.1%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 16.5% NA 11.8% NA 10.5% NA 4.0% NA 10.8% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 5.9% 8.7% 1.0% 2.1% 9.2% 6.3% 2.4% 1.3% 4.6% 4.1% 4.4%
Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

15.1% 17.7% 24.5% 31.0% 15.6% 13.3% 21.2% 22.9% 19.2% 22.5% 20.7%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.4% 9.8% 9.2% 15.8% 5.2% 5.5% 5.1% 7.9% 6.3% 10.3% 8.1%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 36.8% middle school, 50.1% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 29.6% middle school, 21.0% high school;

-saw a student with a knife at school: 31.5% middle school, 33.9% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 41.5% middle school, 70.5% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 29.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 41.7% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 40.0% had used it in the past month, compared with
32.4% of African-American males; likewise, 45.1% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 25.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 15.0% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 34.6% by age 13, and 62.8% by age 15.

During the previous year, 26.4% of 7th and 8th graders and 36.2% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 28.7% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 56.5% of eighth
graders and 75.7% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 77.0% of eighth graders and 76.1% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 51.1% of eighth graders and 58.9% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking.:*In 2001-02, 13.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 22.7% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually concur
16.6% of all county students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.7% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 22.4% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 29.0% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 20.4% 5 or more; however 31.0% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 12.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 19.6% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 21.6% of White males, 18.6% WI
females, 17.0% of African-American males, and 7.1% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 4.2% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 14.0% had used a drug by age 13, and 32.9% by
15.

In the past year, 10.0% of all high school students in the county who drive and 15.8% of seniors who drive said
that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 34.2% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 12.7% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.4% of seniors said
it is easy to get marijuana and 28.2% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Georgetown County. There
was lower participation in high schools than in middle schools; also4di4pwportionately female (54.9%).
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 57 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 65 in 2000 and 50 in 2001. This represented 3.1% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.3% for
Whites and 3.8% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 86.0% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Georgetown County has decreased by 36.1
Overall, it has decreased by 25.8% for Whites, and decreased by 39.7% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 401 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 20.4% were age 12 or younger, 31.9% were 13 or 14, and 47.6% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 11.4% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 3 juvenile cases constituting 0.5% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 34.8% lived in families with income under $10,000,
29.0% with $10,000-$19,999 and 36.2% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 25.1% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 44.2% lived in a single parent household, 27.2% lived with other relatives, and 3.5% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
30.7% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 52.4% had at least one prior
referral and 15.0% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 5.9% had been referred by the age of 10, 12.8% by the age of 12, and 24.9% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 190 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 8.3% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 19 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 316 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 10.5% of their age group: 10.8% for White
and 10.4% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 32 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 17 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 2 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 1 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Georgetown County. The
33.1% of children in single-parent families, 26.0% in poverty, 33.0% not graduating from school, 41.7% of high school
students using alcohol and 19.6% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many
children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community
citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
83.9% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 54.8% are born to married parents, and 66.9% lived in
two-parent families; 74.0% were not poor and 46.9% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 87.6% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 91.3% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 53.3% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 64.1% for 8th grade reading, 66.9% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 67.0% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 58.3% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 80.4% do not use drugs, and 71.6% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 37.2% of
3rd graders and 22.7% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 27.0% of graders and
11.5% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at
www. scici dscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available, Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel(a,oce.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(@,ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

4 I3

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org



Georgetown County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

i

Indicators Number Percent
Most

Recent
Year

1980 1990'
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-res

Percent
Change 1980
90- res

1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- es

Percent
Change
90res

1980 Rank 199

GtEEDO
Low Birth Weight 2001 68 72 100 +47.1% +38.9% 8.5 8.8 12.4 46.1% 40.4% 22

White babies lezato 21 30 +57.9% +42.9% 5.8 5.9 7.0 20.7% 18.3%

African American and Other babies raranligriMIWIMMEINZEEMME13 10.4 11.1 18.7 79.4% 68.4%

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 304 330 226 +25.7% -31.5% 38.0 40.5 28.0 -26.3% -30.8% 18

White babies Ecra MIER 86 79 +11.3% -8.1% MUEIMUMUSZI 12

African American and Other babies 116:13111=211 244 147 -36.9% -39.8% 49.5 53.0 39.2 -20.8% -26.1%

Infant Mortality 2001 60 33 27 -55.0% -18.2% 2.5 1.4 1.1 -55.8% -18.3% 42

W h i t e babies Nan EIIIIIIIIMEIIEII.EIEEIMMEEI 1.2 1.3 0.4 -68.6% -69.5% =Ka
African American end Other babies 2001 48 20 22 -54.2% +10.0% 3.5 1.5 2.0 -42.9% 36.0% amaa

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 53 56 45 -15.1% -19.6% 6.6 6.9 5.6 -15.4% -18.5%. 6

White babies raillIMIMEMEMIIIIIMMUMMIENI 5.2 5.9 3.2 -37.9% -45.9% 19

African American and Other babies El111111111101=11163111M11111112=5111:21 7.6 7.6 8.3 8.2% 8.6% 2

Births to mothers under 20 2001 143 136 130 -9.1% -4.4% 17.9 16.7 16.1 -9.8% -3.5%; 8

White babies ECMMEI 48 47 -4.1% +2.1% 14.8 13.5 10.9 -26.6% -19.4% 16

African American and Other babies ErralIMMI 88 83 -11.7% +5.7% 20.0 19.1 22.1 10.9% 15.7% 4

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 296 199 153 -48.3% -23.1 % -I. 37.0 24.4 19.0 -48.6% 22.2 %i 31

White babies irrall1=13 81 74 -36.2% -8.6% 35.2 22.8 17.2 -51.1% -24.6% 34

African American and Other babies KM 180 118 79 -56.1% -33.1% 38.2 25.7 21.1 -44.9% -17.9% 35

Births to single mothers- 2001 233 303 364 +56.2% +20.1% 29.1 37.2 45.2 55.4% 21.6% 30

White babies FrallMEM 44 101 +381.0% +129.5% 6.4 12.4 23.4 267.7% 88.8 %j 22

African American and Other babies MEDI IRME1 259 263 +24.1% +1.5% 45.0 56.3 70.1 55.8% 24.6% f 15

Children in single parent families 2000 2,346 3,009 3,879 +65.3% +28.9% 17.8 25.8 33.1 86.0% 28.3% 18

White 2000 111.3:11 741 1,046 +69.3% +41.2% 9.2 INUIROWEIMBEZINEXMINIMI
African American and Other 2000 MEI 2,256 2,833 +64.7% +25.6% 25.7 37.6 48.9 90.1% 29.9% 30

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 420 309 64 -84.8% -79.3% 50.8 33.1 8.7 -82.9% -73.7% 42

White males Igrall MIIIIII 43 11 -83.3% -74.4% 41.2 22.1 6.5 -84.2% -70.6% 44

White females 11(11111® 27 3 -91.4% -88.9% 24.0 16.0 2.0 -91.7% -87.5% 33

African American and Other males 2001 MEE 131 29 -83.2% -77.9% 62.7 47.5 12.9 -79.4% -72.8% 36

African American and Other females 2001 mffri 108 21 -85.6% -80.6% 59.6 36.7 11.4 -80.9% -68.9% 43

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 286 428 154 -46.2% -64.0% 36.0 48.4 18.7 -48.1% -61.4% 45M22/31 2000 NMI 74 20 -60.0% -73.0% 29.8 40.3 11.1 -62.8% -72.5% 40

White females 2000 MEM 51 15 -57.1% -70.6% 24.0 27.4 8.6 -64.2% -68.6% 45

African American and Other males 2000 min 169 81 -30.2% -52.1% 46.5 66.6 34.1 -26.7% -48.8% 43

African American and Other females 2000 NMI 133 38 -54.8% -71.4% 36.6 50.8 16.5 -54.9% -67.5% 45

Grade 3 Math below standards "" 2002 378 104 228 -39.7% +119.2% 51.3 12.9 31.5 -38.6% 144.2% 40

White males WIMINIMIll 4 24 -60.7% +500.0% 37.4 2.6 15.1 -59.6% 480.8% 34

White females NEMIMIITI 12 26 -60.6% +116.7% 41.5 6.2 17.2 -58.6% 177.4% 45

African American and Other males ECMMEI 51 98 -30.0% +92.2% 60.6 22.4 46.7 -22.9% 108.5% 27

African American and Other females 2002 MEM 37 80 -26.6% +116.2% 59.9 16.1 39.2 -34.6% 143.5% 41

Grade 3 Reading below standards "" 2002 322 51 184 -42.9% +260.8% 43.5 6.3 25.4 -41.6% 303.2% 36

2002 fill 3 22 -61.4% +633.3% 35.0 1.9 13.8 -60.6% 626.3% 34

White females 2002 7 20 -45.9% +185.7% 23.3 3.6 13.2 -43.3% 266.7% 34

2002 88r1 28 88 -37.6% +214.3% 60.8 12.3 42.1 -30.8% 242.3% 33

African American and Other females 2002 WW1 13 54 -37.9% +315.4% 47.5 5.7 26.5 -44.2% 364.9% 37

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 265 294 152 -42.6% -48.3% 37.7 34.6 21.8 -42.2% -37.0% 32

IIIMMrZgIMIIIIMIMMMI 1998 41 17 -63.0% -58.5% 29.5 22.4 12.3 -58.3% -45.1% 37

INZErriff 1998 Ill 23 14 -44.0% -39.1% 16.6 13.5 8.9 -46.4% -34.1% 28

INIZZE 1998 MID 126 64 -32.6% -49.2% 52.2 53.6 35.6 -31.8% -33.6% 23

African American and Other females 1998 MEM 104 56 -41.7% -46.2% 47.1 39.7 26.4 -43.9% -33.5% 40

'Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.

Data include paternity acknowledgements.
BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Georgetown County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education ((continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980* 1990 Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 507 173 344 -32.1% +98.8% 66.3 24.8 46.7 -29.6% 88.3%
White males 2002 65 23 47 -27.7% +104.3% 39.6 14.7 31.1 -2/.5% 111.6%

White females 2002 64 23 38 -40.6% +65.2% 53.3 14.0 23.0 -56.8% 64.3%

African American and Other males 2002 172 62 133 -22.7% +114.5% 74.8 36.1 66.2 -11.5% 83.4%

African American and Other females 2002 184 64 126 -31.5% +96.9% 80.7 31.2 57.5 -28.7% 84.3%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 459 128 264 -42.5% +106.3% 60.0 18.3 35.9 -40.2% 96.2%

White males 2002 54 19 41 -24.1% +115.8% 32.9 12.1 27.3 -17.0% 125.6%

White females 2002 47 16 17 -63.8% +6.3% 39.2 9.8 10.3 -73.7% 5.1%

African American and Other males 2002 173 48 116 -32.9% +141.7% 75.2 27.8 57.7 -23.3% 107.6%

African American and Other females 2002 169 45 90 -46.7% +100.0% 74.1 21.8 41.1 -44.5% 88.5%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 276 210 NA -23.9% NA 35.3 26.6 NA -24.6%

White males 1998 NA 50 NA NA NA NA 28.1 16.9 NA -39.9%

White females 1998 NA 26 NA NA NA NA 16 9.8 NA -38.8%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 110 NA NA NA NA 52.4 43.1 NA -17.7%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 87 NA NA NA NA 38.3 34.2 NA -10.7%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 374 206 215 -42.5% +4.4% 56.2 36.4 33.1 -41.1% -9.1%

White males 2002 48 22 28 -41.7% +27.3% 40.0 19.6 20.1 -49.8% 2.6%

White females 2002 49 21 22 -55.1% +4.8% 28.8 15.7 15.9 -44.8% 1.3%

African American and Other males 2002 126 81 71 -43.7% -12.3% 78.7 56.2 47.7 -39.4% -15,1%

African American and Other females 2002 150 80 91 -39.3% +13.8% 70.1 46.0 41.7 -40.5% -9.3%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 229 234 323 +41.5% +38.2% 29.5 30.1 39.0 32.2% 29.4%

White males 2000-02 59 60 66 +12.3% +9.4% 33.5 32.7 35.8 6.8% 9.5%

White females 2000-02 43 53 59 +37.2% +11.3% 25.5 31.0 32.2 26.3% 4.0%

African American and Other males 2000-02 83 79 117 +41.8% +48.1% 35.6 34.4 51.5 44.7% 49.5%

Afncan American and Other females 2000-02 45 42 82 +83.5% +94.4% 22.4 21.8 34.7 54.6% 58.8%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 1,679 1,449 1,113 -33.7% -23.2% 33.9 36.6 17.9 -47.2% -51.1%

White males NA 440 463 NA NA NA 36.3 45.4 NA NA NA

White females NA 431 327 NA NA NA 34.8 33.7 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 452 445 NA NA NA 38.3 42.5 NA NA NA

Afncan American and Other females NA 356 214 NA NA NA 26.9 23.2 NA NA NA

-7.7%

0 0

-10.0% 26.7Povert Rate 2000 3,904 4,004 3,602 29.1 26.0 -2.6% -10.7%

White children 2000 652 841 654 +0.3% -22.2% 9.6 14.0 10.4 8.3% -25.7%

African American and Other children 2000 3,252 3,163 2,948 -9.3% -6.8% 41.5 40.8 38.8 -6.4% -4.8%

Income of Families w/children 1999 $ 2000 $ 42,335 $ 38,914 $49,104 +16.0% +26.2% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 50,831 $ 49,192 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 30,830 $ 27,410 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 81 87 50 -38.3% -42.5% 5.1 5.8 3.1 -38.7% -46.6%

White 2001 31 36 16 -48.4% -55.6% 4.3 5.5 2.3 -45.9% -58.2%

African American and Other 2001 50 51 34 -32.0% -33.3% 5.8 6.1 3.8 -33.9% -37.7%

Delinquency 2002 61 138 190 +211.5% +37.7% 2.5 5.6 8.3 233.3% 48.8%

White males 2002 19 49 49 +157.9% +0.0% 3.4 9.1 10.0 194.1% 9.9%

White females 2002 10 18 14 +40.0% -22.2% 1.9 3.1 2.8 47.4% -9.7%

African American and Other males 2002 24 52 91 +279.2% +75.0% 3.5 7.6 14.2 306.3% 87.1%

African American and Other females 2002 8 19 36 +350.0% +89.5% 1.2 2.8 5.6 368.8% 100.9%
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*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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In 2000 there were an estimated 93,384 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 66,994 were White, 21,601

were African-American, and 4,789 were other races. There were 78,829 children under age 18 in 1990, 80,923 in 1980,

83,270 in 1970, and 78,784 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 24.6% of the

population in 2000, down from 37.6% in 1960, 34.6% in 1970, and 28.1% in 1980.
In 2000 the 30,787 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.1% of the overall population: 7.5% of Whites and 9.7% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 5.1% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 2.0% and some other
race alone" at 1.6% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 31.9% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 48.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 192 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 3.5% of
all babies born in the county; 2.5% of all White and 6.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 90.6% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.
In 2001, 578 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 10.5% of all born in the

county; 8.9% of all White and 15.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20.
Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 81.7% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

416
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 1,097 babies, 19.9% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In
2001, 18.3% of White and 25.4% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less
than the 12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 43.0% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 28.6% had completed
12 grades (25.7% of Whites and 38.5% of African Americans and Others) and 51.5% had more than a high school degree
(56.1% of Whites and 36.2% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 843

babies, 15.3% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 22.7%
and in 1960 it was 7.6%. In 2001, 8.8% of White children and 36.9% of African-American and Other children were born
to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 832 babies, 15.1% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 1,675, constituting 30.3% of all babies, 21.5% of White babies,
and 59.9% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

--4 AA&O

-la- Total

-A- White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 3,518 marriage licenses were issued, while 1,166 divorce decrees involving 861 children
were filed. In 1970, only 942 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 21,838 children
lived with only one parent. This was 26.0% of all children, up from 22.1% in 1990, 18.1% in 1980, and 11.9% in 1970. In
2000, 16.7% of White and 52.4% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
5,989 or 22.8% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 13.0% of White and 51.2% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 61.7% of mothers with children under 6 and 70.7% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 36.6% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
57.8% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 15,034 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 94.7% of these are in licensed
programs and 5.3% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 84.3% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 3.6% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 0.4% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 11.7% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 88.88 for centers and $ 76.26 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 11.4% of centers with
pre-school staff and 34.9% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 65.8% of centers with pre-school staff and 51.2% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 38% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 97.7% of centers most assistants have
only a high school degree. In 58.2% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 56% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 16% have less than a
high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 2,382 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 32.4% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

59.2% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 19.2% of all assaults. Since most familyviolence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 5.4% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 3,142 or 3.4% of all children lived with relatives, 1,333 or 1.4% lived with
non-relatives, 108 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 483 or 0.5% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 1,568 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 516 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 22.0% for physical abuse, 7.5% for sexual abuse, 0.8% for mental
injury, 23.2% for physical neglect, 5.3% for educational neglect, 3.3% for medical neglect, 37.2% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 0.6% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 794 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 51.5% were male, 48.5% were female; 63.4% were White, 36.7% were African-American and
Other. By age, 38.6% were ages 0 - 5, 39.8% were ages 6 - 12, and 21.6% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

36.0% of the children lived in two-parent families, 44.0% in single parent families, 14.5% with unmarried couples, and

5.5% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 437 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 7.2 years. The ages of children in foster care were 14.2% 0-2, 10.5% 3-5, 22.7% 6-10, 17.6%
11-13, and 35.0% 14 and above. The foster care population is 47.6% males and 52.4% females. Regarding their future,
32.5% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 41.9% for return to a parent or guardian, 3.7% for placement
with a relative, 10.1% for independent living, 11.9% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.07 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.66 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 12,600 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 6,139 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 13.7% of all children and youth: 8.3% of Whites and 27.3% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 14.0%, it was
14.9% in 1979 and 16.5% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 14.9% of children 0 5

(8.9% White, 31.1% African-American and Other), and 12.5% of children 6 17 (7.5% White, 25.0% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 10.6% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 34.0% of children in single- parent families lived in
poverty, but only 5.3% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
56.9% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 31,764 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 19,164 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 6,334 6.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 12,600 13.7% 5,537 8.3% 7,063 27.3%

Under 125% 16,633 18.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 21,548 23.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 26,978 29.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 29,036 31.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 31,764 34.5% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 93,384 66,994 26,390
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $62,644. In 1989 it was $53,221, and 1979, it
was $46,068, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single- parent families with children was
$27,013 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $75,720 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Greenville County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.3%.

Child Support Payments: There were 1,657' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 17.1 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 218,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 4,849 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 265. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 1,017, or 18.4% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001,
1,260, or 22.8% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 826 or 19.4% of Whites and 434 or 34.2%
of African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 25 women received no prenatal care at all.
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Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 460 or 8.3% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 13.2% of African-American and Other babies and 6.9% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 238 or 1.5% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.1% of White babies and 2.8% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $15,735 and $126,113 for each very low
birthweight baby, compared with $1,855 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of
$12,971,154 for all low birthweight babies, of which $9,070,820 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 49.1% from
11.7 to 6.0 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 45.2% from 9.3 to 5.1 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 52.3% from 18.5 to 8.8 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 64 White and 33 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 103 White and
72 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 420



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Greenville County went to the emergency room 11,523 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 28 White and 13 African-American and Other
children ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 34 White and 16 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 46.1% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 11.9%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 3,607 to 5,411 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n,
identified for treatment or not reported. In the.county, there were 6 reported cases of children under age 15 and 83 you
ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 18 youth under 15 and 198 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mat
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetable s, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetal)].
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 13.7% first smoked by age 11, 31.9% by age 13, and 47.7% by age 15. In a typical
month, NA% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.1% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much more
likely than African-Americans to smoke: 25.5% of White male and 28.7% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 15.3% of African-American males and 12.8% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (8.1%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(18.3% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Greenville County.
Participation was limited to only 4 high schools.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 9,338 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 4,628 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 2,066 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 18 in

Greenville County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5.9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 5,612 seriously emotionally disturbed 947 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 3,741 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 5,280 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 6,115 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 11,395 uninsured children in Greenville County. The rumber
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 80 nurses, compared with 11 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Greenville County has increased by 104.0% from June 1997 to June 2001;
thus Medicaid and PHC were serving 31.8% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$69.5 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Greenville County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 29,681.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 1,408 857 63 458 2,786
Children 1 - 5 4,433 3,619 313 933 9,298
Children 6 - 14 5,800 6,334 248 867 13,249
Children 15 - 18 2,111 2,021 51 165 4,348
Total 13,752 12,831 675 2,423 29,681

Ambulatory Care : When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 21.9% for Whites and 27.4% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

563 children not ready 12.0% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

377 children failing 7.6% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

675 children failing 13.7% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

838 children over-age 19.2% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
1,550 six and seven year olds and 1,823 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-
02, approximately 16.6% and 18.5% of their age groups respectively: 18.3% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 18.8% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 12.0% assessed not ready for the .1st grade, 19.2% over age in grade 3, and 18.5% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 2,066 speech and language impaired, 4,628 learning disabled, 830 emotionally
disabled, 1,044 mentally impaired, and 889 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 15.8% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

1,167 students did not pass all parts 30.8% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Greenville County who did not meet standards declined from 49.7% to 23.4% in math and from
39.1% to 21.9% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 36.7% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 31.7% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 23% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 24.6% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 23.8% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 23.8% in 1990 and 23.3% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 29.8%, but in 2002 21.7% of 4th graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 39.4% in 1999 and 33.2% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 13.9% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 5,095 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 824 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 25.1 18.2 14.9 43.5 41.6
4 23.6 14.6 13.6 43.4 41.8
5 28.0 18.2 18.3 50.9 45.3
6 31.9 21.2 22.7 54.5 51.5
7 39.2 28.3 27.8 67.5 57.2
8 38.3 30.9 27.4 62.5 55.0

Basic

3 42.0 41.3 42.8 40.8 42.9
4 38.0 36.6 36.8 39.5 41.4
5 39.6 39.0 41.6 35.3 41.3
6 40.0 39.6 42.9 37.0 37.6
7 32.9 34.5 37.8 21.7 30.9
8 42.8 44.1 48.0 32.5 39.1

Proficient

3 19.8 22.4 25.7 11.4 10.2
4 22.3 27.6 28.0 11.2 11.4
5 19.3 22.9 23.9 10.5 11.1
6 17.8 23.9 21.6 6.5 8.3
7 15.2 19.6 18.2 7.3 7.6
8 12.5 16.5 16.0 4.0 4.0

Advanced

3 13.2 18.0 16.6 4.2 5.3
4 16.1 21.1 21.5 5.9 5.3
5 13.1 19.8 16.2 3.4 2.2
6 10.3 15.3 12.8 2.0 2.6
7 12.7 17.6 16.2 3.4 4.2
8 6.4 8.5 8.6 1.1 1.9

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 25.5% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 3,637
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 1,247 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 20.4 16.4 10.4 39.9 30.0
4 19.8 16.8 8.6 40.9 26.8
5 22.0 16.1 10.8 47.2 31.3
6 26.5 19.7 13.6 55.8 38.1
7 23.9 18.0 11.1 50.9 35.4
8 28.2 23.8 14.3 57.7 39.1

Basic

3 32.3 31.3 25.3 37.8 43.0
4 42.3 41.9 36.6 45.4 51.2
5 45.1 45.6 41.5 42.3 53.8
6 34.8 37.3 31.1 32.2 40.2
7 44.2 47.1 42.0 38.9 48.1
8 39.3 40.6 38.4 34.4 43.8

Proficient

3 42.1 48.0 54.3 21.5 25.4
4 35.2 39.7 48.8 13.7 20.5
5 31.2 36.4 44.5 10.5 14.9
6 29.4 33.4 39.6 10.8 18.6
7 26.9 31.0 37.2 9.2 14.7
8 26.9 30.6 37.6 6.8 15.5

Advanced

3 5.3 4.3 10.1 0.8 1.7
4 2.7 1.5 5.9 0.0 1.5
5 1.7 1.9 3.2 0.0 0.0
6 9.2 9.6 15.7 1.1 3.1
7 5.0 3.9 9.7 0.9 1.8
8 5.5 5.0 9.7 1.1 1.7

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

1,178 students drop out annually 26.4% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 23.7% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 28.7% during 1985-89, and 24.0%
during 1990-94, 26.9% during 1995-97 and 26.9% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 97.4% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
2.6% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

***
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 75 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 732
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 15.3% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 19.8% to 51.5%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.8% 23.6% 36.0% 46.8% 57.8% 25.2%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 15.5% 22.9% 28.4% 24.4% 27.4% 22.4%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 12.9% 20.4% 30.5% 39.4% 55.6% 21.9%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

NA% 19.8% NA% 3.8% NA% 27.0% NA% 8.7% NA% 12.4% 12.4%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

NA% 5.6% NA% 0.4% NA% 14.6% NA% 5.3% NA% 3.9% 3.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? NA% 25.4% NA% 9.9% NA% 32.8% NA% 27.6% NA% 19.2% 19.2%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? NA% 1.0% NA% 5.6% NA% 3.4% NA% 23.8% NA% 4.9% 4.9%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

NA% 4.4% NA% 5.8% NA% 9.6% NA% 13.1% NA% 6.1% 6.1%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

NA% 38.3% NA% 26.2% NA% 45.7% NA% 42.5% NA% 33.8% 33.8%

Been suspended
from school? NA% 9.6% NA% 3.8% NA% 23.5% NA% 19.2% NA% 8.7% 8.7%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? NA% 15.4% NA% 9.9% NA% 14.1% NA% 6.6% NA% 12.2% 12.2%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 15.4% NA 14.3% NA 9.0% NA 6.4% NA 13.9% NA

Been arrested and
booked? NA% 5.3% NA% 2.5% NA% 5.4% NA% 3.8% NA% 3.9% 3.9%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

NA% 12.3% NA% 20.8% NA% 14.5% NA% 23.7% NA% 17.1% 17.1%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

NA% 7.1% NA% 10.2% NA% 4.6% NA% 6.4% NA% 8.2% 8.2%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: NA% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: NA% middle school, 13.2% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: NA% middle school, 27.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: NA% middle school, 65.2% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, NA% of 7th and 8th graders and 40.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 41.4% had used it in the past month, compared with
29.4% of African-American males; likewise, 42.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 33.8%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 10.5% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 30.1% by age 13, and 61.6% by age 15.

During the previous year, NA% of 7th and 8th graders and 31.0% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 23.9% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, NA% of eighth
graders and 81.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, NA% of eighth graders and 76.5% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and NA% of eighth graders and 63.4% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, NA% of 7th and 86 graders and 22.4% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
24.1% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 15.1% reported usuall
or more drinks. Among high school students, 24.1% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 15.1% 5
more. Among seniors, 33.9% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 24.0% 5 or more; however 30.2%
seniors said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, NA% of 7th and 8th graders and 21.9% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 25.8% of White males, 19.2% WI
females, 23.9% of African-American males, and 15.4% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 4.1% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 14.9% had used a drug by age 13, and 35.7% by ;
15.

In the past year, 12.3% of all high school students in the county who drive and 18.9% of seniors who drive said
that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: NA% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and NA% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 66.3% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 22.2% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Greenville County.
Participation was limited to only 4 high schools. 429



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 306 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 333 in 2000 and 253 in 2001. This represented 2.4% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 1.9% for
Whites and 4.3% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 74.3% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Greenville County has decreased by 52.2
Overall, it has decreased by 50.0% for Whites, and decreased by 53.3% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 1,707 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the
Solicitor for delinquency; of these, 14.2% were age 12 or younger, 29.9% were 13 or 14, and 55.9% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 9.5% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 333 juvenile cases constituting 14.1% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 27.3% lived in families with income under $10,000,
33.6% with $10,000-$19,999 and 39.1% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 18.8% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 50.9% lived in a single parent household, 27.0% lived with other relatives, and 3.2% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
31.4% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 50.6% had at least one prior
referral and 16.9% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 2.6% had been referred by the age of 10, 8.7% by the age of 12, and 23.8% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 949 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 6.0% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 203 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.
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Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 1,625 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 7.9% of their age group: 6.2% for White and
12.8% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 107 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 51 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 7 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 11 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Greenville County. The 26.0%
of children in single-parent families, 13.7% in poverty, 26.9% not graduating from school, 40.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 21.9% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
89.5% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 69.7% are born to married parents, and 74.0% lived in
two-parent families; 86.3% were not poor and 65.5% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.7% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 88.0% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 61.7% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 71.8% for 8th grade reading, 69.2% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 73.1% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 59.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 78.1% do not use drugs, and 74.9% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 47.4% of
3rd graders and 32.4% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 33.0% of graders and
18.9% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel(@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes0,ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Greenville County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

I

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change 1980
90-pres

1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90-pres

199,

MGEM
Low Birth Weight 2001 371 423 460 +24.0% +8.7% 8.4 8.4 8.3 -1.6% -0 9% 21

White babies 2001 208 252 292 +40.4% +15.9% 6.3 6.7 6.9 9.5% 2.7% 28
African American and Other babies 2001 163 171 168 +3.1% -1.8% 14.9 13.2 13.2 -10.9% 0.4% 41

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 1,488 1,705 1,260 +15.3% -26.1% 33.8 33.8 22.8 -32.5% -32.5% 11

White babies 2001 919 954 826 -10.1% -13.4% 27.8 25.4 19.4 -30.2% -23.7% 28
African American and Other babies 2001 569 751 434 -23.7% -42.2% 51.9 57.9 34.2 -34.1% -40.9% 19

infant Mortality 2001 194 175 97 -50.0% -44.6% 1.5 1.2 0.6 -60.3% -49.1% 15

White babies 2001 128 103 64 -50.0% -37.9% 1.3 0.9 0.5 -60.6% -45.2% 30
African American and Other babies 2001 66 72 33 -50.0% -54.2% 2.2 1.9 0.9 -59.1% -52.3% 20

339 301 192 -43.4% -36.2%

ffEatilY)
7.7 6.0 3.5 -54.6% -41 3% 14Births to mothers under 18 2001

White babies 2001 173 145 108 -37.6% -25.5% 5.2 3.9 2.5 -52.3% -35.3% 20
African American and Other babies 2001 166 156 84 -49.4% -46.2% 15.1 12.0 6.6 -56.3% -45.0% 38

i Births to mothers under 20 2001 784 791 578 -26.3% -26.9% 17.8 15.7 10.5 -41.1% -33.0% 7

White babies 2001 468 442 380 -18.8% +14.0% 14.2 11.8 8.9 -37.2% -24.5% 12

, Afn'can American and Other babies 2001 316 349 198 -37.3% +43.3% 28.8 26.9 15.6 -45.8% -42.0% 32

1
Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 1,300 1,233 1,097 -15.6% -11.0% 29.5 24.4 19.9 -32.6% -18.5% 8

White babies 2001 880 808 776 -11.8% -4.0% 26.6 21.5 18.2 -31.7% -15.5% 18

African American and Other babies 2001 420 425 321 -23.6% -24.5% 38.3 32.8 25.3 -33.9% -22.8% 44

Births to single mothers-- 2001 782 1,329 1,675 +114.2% +26.0% 17.8 26.3 30.3 70.5% 15.1% 7

White babies 2001 241 483 916 +280.1% +89.6% 7.3 12.9 21.5 194.8% 67.0% 34

African American and Other babies 2001 541 846 759 +40.3% -10.3% 49.4 65.3 59.9 21.3% -8.3% 33

Children in single parent families 2000 13,533 15,689 21,838 +61.4% +39.2% 18.1 22.1 26.0 43.4% 17.5% 20

White 2000 6,880 7,587 10,374 +50.8% +36.7% 11.2 13.7 16.7 48.8% 21.7% 40
African American and Other 2000 6,586 7,979 11,464 +74.1% +43.7% 41.8 51.3 52.4 25.4% 2.2% 44

2001 1,252 1,120 563 -55.0%

..

-49.7%

ducat......., . A

12.0 -59.5% -48.1% 4L Ready for Grade 1 29.6 23.1

White males 2001 390 331 129 -66.9% -61.0% 25.2 18.7 8.2 -67.5% -56.1% 9

White females 2001 283 229 89 -68.6% -61.1% 19.7 14.9 6.2 -68.5% -58.4% 20
African American and Other males 2001 325 321 196 -39.7% -38.9% 49.9 40.8 22.8 -54.3% -44.1% 10

African American and Other females 2001 254 239 149 -41.3% -37.7% 42.3 31.4 17.9 -57.7% -43.0% 13

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 963 1,263 731 -24.1% -42.1% 23.6 27.8 15.0 -36.4% -46.0% 34

White males 2000 339 428 235 -30.7% -45.1% 22.8 25.7 14.0 -38.6% -45.5% 32
White females 2000 220 287 137 -37.7% -52.3% 15.5 19.3 8.8 -43.2% -54.4% 38

African American and Other males 2000 212 302 186 -12.3% -38.4% 35.7 44.6 23.2 -35.0% -48.0% 34

African American and Other females 2000 190 242 167 -12.1% -31.0% 33.8 35.0 21.6 -36.1% -38.3% 43

Grade 3 Math below standards-- 2002 1,336 532 1,094 -18.1% +105.6% 33.3 13.1 25.1 -24.6% 91.6% 9

White males 2002 371 131 268 -27.8% +104.6% 24.6 8.7 18.2 -26.0% 109.2% 7

White females 2002 372 134 219 -41.1% +63.4% 25.9 9.3 14.9 -42.5% 60.2% 17

African American and Other males 2002 307 134 308 +0.3% +129.9% 58.6 23.9 43.5 -25.8% 82.0% 21

African American and Other females 2002 279 133 298 +6.8% +124.1% 53.1 23.7 41.6 -21.7% 75.5% 27

Grade 3 Reading below standards**** 2002 965 443 888 -8.0% +100.5% 24.0 10.9 20.4 -15.0% 87.2% 5

White males 2002 321 163 240 -25.2% +47.2% 21.2 10.9 16.4 -22.6% 50.5% 5

White females 2002 203 87 152 -25.1% +74.7% 14.2 6.0 10.4 -26.8% 73.3% 11

African American and Other males 2002 242 123 282 +16.5% +129.3% 46.2 22.0 39.9 -13.6% 81.4% 7

African American and Other females 2002 192 70 214 +11.5% +205.7% 36.5 12.5 30.0 -17.8% 140.0% 13

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 858 928 785 -8.5% -15.4% 23.0 24.6 18.9 -17.8% -23.0% 8

White males 1998 262 316 174 -33.6% -44.9% 19.4 22.0 11.9 -38.7% -45.9% 11

White females 1998 179 216 164 -8.4% -24.1% 14.0 16.0 11.0 -21.4% -31.3% 18

African American and Other males 1998 229 222 257 +12.2% +15.8% 46.6 46.9 45.7 -1.9% -2.6% 14

African American and Other females 1998 154 170 188 +22.1% +10,6% 32.2 33.1 33.1 2.8% 0.0% 13

I

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.

Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Greenville County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education (continued)
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Yea

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards 2002 1,936 793 1,606 -17.0% +102.5% 49.7 23.4 38.3 -22.9% 63.7%
White males 2002 576 234 449 -22.0% +91.9% 39.5 17.9 30.9 -21.8% 72.6%
White females 2002 564 210 393 -30.3% +87.1% 39.5 17.4 27.4 -30.6% 57.5%
African American and Other males 2002 382 166 410 +7.3% +147.0% 78.3 40.3 62.5 -20.2% 55.1%
African American and Other females 2002 405 182 353 -12.8% +94.0% 79.9 39.8 55.0 -31.2% 38.2%

1Grade 8 Readin below state standards 2002 1,528 742 1,183 -22.6% +59.4% 39.1 21.9 28.2 -27.9% 28.8%
White males 2002 493 273 345 -30.0% +26.4% 33.7 20.9 23.8 -29.4% 13.9%

White females 2002 336 160 206 -38.7% +28.8% 23.5 13.2 14.3 -39.1% 8.3%
African American and Other males 2002 352 174 381 +8.2% +119.0% 72.3 42.3 57.7 -20.2% 36.4%
African American and Other females 2002 339 134 250 -26.3% +86.6% 66.2 29.1 39.1 -40.9% 34.4%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 869 1,067 NA +22.8% NA 23.8 25.3 NA 6.3%
White males 1998 NA 294 NA NA NA NA 21.5 20.2 NA -6.0%
White females 1998 NA 184 NA NA NA NA 13.9 13.2 NA -5.0%
African American and Other males 1998 NA 214 NA NA NA NA 46.4 52.5 NA 13.1%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 173 NA NA NA NA 35 40.4 NA 15.4%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem.t

2002 1,233 724 1,167 -5.4% +61.2% 33.5 22.5 30.8 -8.1% 36.9%

White males 2002 372 218 285 -23.4% +30.7% 26.7 18.4 21.4 -19.9% 16.3%

White females 2002 283 168 280 -1.1% +66.7% 21.0 13.5 20.6 -1.9% 52.6%
African American and Other males 2002 286 182 278 -2.8% +52.7% 65.2 48.7 55.8 -14.4% 14.6%

African American and Other females 2002 286 153 315 +10.1% +105.9% 58.6 38.1 54.8 -6.5% 43.8%
Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears late 2000-02 1,195 1,202 1,178 -1.4% -2.0% 27.6 28.3 26.4 -4.5% -6.7%

White males 2000-02 439 471 483 +10.0% +2.7% 27.2 29.0 28.9 6.5% -0.2%
White females 2000-02 354 363 311 -12.1% -14.4% 23.0 24.2 20.7 -10.0% -14.7%
African American and Other males 2000-02 219 195 245 +12.1% +26.0% 37.6 34.1 37.0 -1.7% 8.3%
African American and Other females 2000-02 184 174 140 -24.1% -19.7% 31.4 31.0 22.0 -30.1% -29.0%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 10,673 8,119 8,749 -18.0% +7.8% 27.1 23.9 15.3 -43.4% -35.8%

White males 4,454 3,262 NA NA NA 28.1 24.6 NA NA NA

White females 3,294 2,543 NA NA NA 20.5 18.5 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 1,582 1,270 NA NA NA 43.8 39.1 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 1,343 1,044 NA NA NA 34.3 28.6 NA NA NA

11,918 10,977

Econormas
Poverty Rate 2000 12,bu0 +5.7% +14.8% 14.9 14.0 13.7 -8.1% -2.1%

White children 2000 5,703 4,771 5,537 -2.9% +16.1% 9.3 8.1 8.3 -10.8% 2.5%
African American and Other children 2000 6,126 6,206 7,063 +15.3% +13.8% 33.5 32.3 27.3 -18.4% -15.4%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 46,068 $ 53,221 $ 62,644 +36.0% +17.7% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 49,480 $ 58,518 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 31,817 $ 33,027 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 568 424 253 -55.5% 40.3 %I 5.4 4.6 2.4 -55.7% -47.8%

White 2001 344 241 145 -57.8% -39.8% 4.2 3.4 1.9 -54.4% -44.1%
African American and Other 2001 224 183 108 -51.8% -41.0% 10.0 8.6 4.3 -57.0% -50.0%

Delinquency 2002 360 645 949 +163.6% +47.1% 2.3 4.8 6.0 161.1% 25.1%
White males 2002 161 287 368 +128.6% +28.2% 2.6 5.4 6.2 139.9% 15.5%
White females 2002 63 92 176 +179.4% +91.3% 1.0 1.8 3.1 207.7% 70.9%
African American and Other males 2002 102 205 267 +161.8% +30.2% 6.3 13.6 12.5 98.0% -8.3%
African American and Other females 2002 34 61 138 +305.9% +126.2% 2.1 4.3 6.7 220.6% 56.6%

19

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 16,879 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 9,685 were White, 6,601
were African-American, and 593 were other races. There were 15,204 children under age 18 in 1990, 16,676 in 1980,
17,270 in 1970, and 16,468 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.5% of the
population in 2000, down from 37.1% in 1960, 34.8% in 1970, and 28.8% in 1980.

In 2000 the 5,551 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.4% of the overall population: 7.3% of Whites and 10.1% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 3.5% of children in the county, with "some other race alone" at 1.4% and 'two or
more races" at 1.2% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 31.7% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 44.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 63 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.9% of
all babies born in the county; 4.7% of all White and 10.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 92.1% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 154 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 16.8% of all born in the
county; 12.8% of all White and 23.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 83.8% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

434
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 229 babies, 25.2% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
21.9% of White and 30.6% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 42.5% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 34.7% had completed 12
grades (30.1% of Whites and 42.3% of African Americans and Others) and 40.1% had more than a high school degree
(48.0% of Whites and 27.1% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 281
babies, 30.7% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 34.4%
and in 1960 it was 9.8%. In 2001, 13.3% of White children and 59.6% of African-American and Other children were born
to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 128 babies, 14.0% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 409, constituting 44.7% of all babies, 25.0% of White babies,
and 77.3% of African-American and Others.
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40%

20%
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA8,0

Total

aWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: hi 2001, 497 marriage licenses were issued, while 270 divorce decrees involving 201 children
were filed. In 1970, only 122 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single - Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single -parent families. In 2000, 4,934 children
lived with only one parent. This was 34.2% of all children, up from 26.8% in 1990, 18.9% in 1980, and 12.9% in 1970. In
2000, 19.4% of White and 57.0% of African-American and Other children lived in single- parent families. Also in 2000,
1,615 or 33.9% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 16.9% of White and 60.9% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 73.0% of mothers with children under 6 and 78.0% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 48.1% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
71.6% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 3,092 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 96.4% of these are in licensed
programs and 3.6% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 87.0% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 3.3% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 0.8% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 8.9% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 74.30 for centers and $ 66.25 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 17.6% of centers with
pre-school staff and 85.7% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 70.6% of centers with pre-school staff and 14.3% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 47.1% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 85.7% of centers most assistants have
only a high school degree. In 70.6% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 57.1% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 7.1% have less than
a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 1,226 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 36.8% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
60.8% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 22.4% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 7.6% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 842 or 5.0% of all children lived with relatives, 241 or 1.4% lived with
non-relatives, 33 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 161 or 1.0% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 180 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 74 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 16.7% for physical abuse, 6.9% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 20.8% for physical neglect, 2.8% for educational neglect, 8.3% for medical neglect, 43.1% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 1.4% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 103 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 50.5% were male, 49.5% were female; 43.7% were White, 56.3% were African-American and
Other. By age, 42.7% were ages 0 5, 42.7% were ages 6 - 12, and 14.6% were ages 13 17. In the indicated cases,
14.6% of the children lived in two-parent families, 48.5% in single parent families, 17.5% with unmarried couples, and
19.4% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 53 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 7.6 years. The ages of children in foster care were 11.3% 0-2, 3.8% 3-5, 30.2% 6-10, 20.8%
11-13, and 34.0% 14 and above. The foster care population is 58.5% males and 41.5% females. Regarding their future,
47.2% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 22.6% for return to a parent or guardian, 1.9% for placement
with a relative, 11.3% for independent living, 15.1% for permanent foster care, and 1.9% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.93 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.69 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 3,010 children and youth under the age of 18 lived in 1,313 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 18.2% of all children and youth: 8.0% of Whites and 31.7% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 21.4%, it was
17.4% in 1979 and 16.2% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 23.1% of children 0 - 5
(12.0% White, 37.5% African-American and Other), and 15.4% of children 6 - 17 (5.3% White, 29.0% African American
and Other), lived in poverty; 14.1% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 39.3% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 4.8% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single - parent families made up
67.4% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 7,551 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 4,541 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,396 8.4% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 3,010 18.2% 751 8.0% 2,259 31.7%
Under 125% 4,147 25.0% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 5,139 31.0% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 6,514 39.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 6,880 41.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 7,551 45.6% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 16,879 9,685 7,194
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $47,359. In 1989 it was $45,509, and 1979, it
was $43,005, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$24,596 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $59,694 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Greenwood County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.9%.

Child Support Payments: There were 581? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 22.0 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 235,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 1,154 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 215. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 167, or 18.3% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 224,
or 24.5% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 120 or 21.0% of Whites and 104 or 30.2% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 7 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 81 or 8.9% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 14.2% of African-American and Other babies and 5.6% of White babies. During 1999-2001,
approximately 59 or 2.1% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
1.0% of White babies and 3.9% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $14,705 and $59,160 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $1,866 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,730,831 for all low
birthweight babies, of which $1,050,380 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 33.8% from
16.2 to 10.7 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 40.3% from 10.5 to 6.3 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 24.7% from 24.1 to 18.1 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 11 White and 19 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 17

White and 28 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 438



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Greenwood County went to the emergency room 2,148 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 7 White and 4 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 3 White and 6 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 64.4% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 6.5%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 671 to 1,007 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n,
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 10 reported cases of children under age 15 and 93 you
ages 15 19 infected with gonorrhea; 12 youth under 15 and 140 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl,
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 21.9% first smoked by age 11, 45.0% by age 13, and 60.2% by age 15. In a typical
month, 16.2% of 7th and 8th graders and 29.4% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 24.3% of White male and 28.4% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.4% of African-American males and 19.6% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (11.9%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(25.5% compared with 3.6% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Greenwood County. Two of
3 districts participated, but not the largest district (District 50).
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,688 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 1,043 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 376 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 1 in

Greenwood County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 9-13% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 1,017 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 678 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 1,255 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 926 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 2,181 uninsured children in Greenwood County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 16 nurses, compared with 10 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Greenwood County has increased by 113.6% from June 1997 to June 2001;
thus Medicaid and PHC were serving 40.9% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$16.2 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Greenwood County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 6,896.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 214 268 32 48 562
Children 1 - 5 775 1,170 115 113 2,173
Children 6 - 14 1,036 1,933 59 122 3,150
Children 15 - 18 334 650 10 17 1,011
Total 2,359 4,021 216 300 6,896

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 27.9% for Whites and 29.1% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

154 children not ready 16.3% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

107 children failing 10.6% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

208 children failing 21.3% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000

70%-7
60%-
50%-
40%-
30%-
20%-
10%-

16.2%

43.2%

9.7%

38.9%

/'
0')/0

White AA&O White AA&O
Males Males Females Females

Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

221 children over-age 25.4% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
321 six and seven year olds and 320 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 17.0% and 16.8% of their age groups respectively: 17.9% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 15.6% of Afric an American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 16.3% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 25.4% over age in grade 3, and 16.8% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 376 speech and language impaired, 1,043 learning disabled, 20 emotionally
disabled, 321 mentally impaired, and 80 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 15.8% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

240 students did not pass all parts 31.6% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Greenwood County who did not meet standards declined from 60.7% to 36.2% in math and from
48.4% to 24.9% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 39.3% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 36.5% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 26.8% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 24.7% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 25.8% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 33.2% in 1990 and 29.0% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 37.1%, but in 2002 22.6% of 4th graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 37.2% in 1999 and 34.1% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 21.5% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,073 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 294 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 25.2 15.5 16.9 37.7 33.8
4 24.1 14.7 15.0 35.4 38.1
5 29.0 15.9 18.8 45.6 38.2
6 28.1 17.8 15.9 44.8 41.8
7 37.3 24.9 24.1 55.8 52.6
8 39.5 30.0 23.3 57.5 57.9

Basic

3 47.5 45.0 44.4 53.8 47.2
4 39.1 33.1 36.9 40.2 48.7
5 42.0 35.6 44.8 40.3 46.8
6 41.1 38.2 40.2 39.7 47.8
7 36.3 39.0 40.6 29.9 33.7
8 44.6 48.8 52.2 36.0 36.6

Proficient

3 17.4 23.9 24.3 6.1 13.3
4 23.3 28.7 32.2 18.3 9.5
5 19.0 25.8 24.8 10.7 13.3
6 19.0 23.2 28.9 10.9 8.2
7 15.9 21.3 21.4 7.6 9.7
8 11.9 15.2 18.9 3.8 5.5

Advanced

3 9.9 15.5 14.4 2.4 5.6
4 13.5 23.5 15.9 6.1 3.7
5 10.1 22.7 11.6 3.4 1.7
6 11.7 20.7 15.1 4.6 2.2
7 10.5 14.9 13.9 6.6 4.1
8 4.0 6.0 5.6 2.7 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 25.8% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 843
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 294 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 22.4 18.5 9.9 35.8 28.2
4 21.1 18.7 9.4 35.4 26.1
5 28.0 19.7 13.2 49.5 33.0
6 25.7 20.7 14.2 42.5 31.3
7 25.0 17.3 11.7 42.9 35.2
8 28.6 24.4 7.6 59.1 32.3

Basic

3 42.1 35.7 39.3 49.1 45.6
4 47.6 43.8 41.6 50.0 58.0
5 51.3 49.8 56.0 40.8 57.1
6 36.8 36.1 28.9 42.5 42.9
7 46.4 48.2 45.5 43.9 48.0
8 45.5 49.6 45.8 31.2 54.9

Proficient

3 32.7 43.7 44.2 14.2 25.1
4 29.5 34.3 45.9 14.6 16.0
5 19.8 29.2 28.8 9.7 9.9
6 29.3 35.3 41.0 12.6 22.0
7 24.9 29.7 37.6 10.7 15.8
8 22.4 23.2 39.4 8.1 11.6

Advanced

3 2.8 2.1 6.6 0.9 1.0
4 1.8 3.2 3.0 0.0 0.0
5 0.9 1.3 2.0 0.0 0.0
6 8.1 7.9 15.9 2.3 3.8
7 3.6 4.8 5.3 2.6 1.0
8 3.5 2.8 7.2 1.6 1.2

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

292 students drop out annually 32.2% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 28.4% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 31.8% during 1985-89, and 39.1%
during 1990-94, 30.6% during 1995-97 and 40.2% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 97.3% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
2.7% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
**

This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
***

2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 22 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 131

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 18.1% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 21.1% to 41.8%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 24.6% 40.7% 52.9% 67.8% 29.7%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 9.2% 18.4% 26.7% 52.7% 46.6% 21.6%
Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 5.8% 13.2% 21.0% 37.1% 14.4% 15.6%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

26.6% 28.1% 5.4% 7.4% 14.1% 15.4% 4.2% 5.6% 13.5% 15.9% 14.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

8.8% 12.1% 0.9% 1.1% 8.3% 17.8% 2.9% 5.1% 4.8% 7.2% 6.0%

Been in a fight with
someone? 36.5% 33.4% 14.2% 15.5% 40.3% 21.1% 31.4% 29.1% 27.2% 24.5% 25.8%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.6% 2.9% 6.4% 13.8% 2.6% 2.5% 17.4% 25.2% 6.1% 9.9% 8.1%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

9.4% 11.0% 3.7% 10.3% 12.7% 13.6% 11.6% 7.9% 7.8% 10.6% 9.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

29.8% 25.4% 10.6% 12.6% 33.6% 17.7% 25.0% 29.9% 21.9% 19.9% 20.9%

Been suspended
from school? 11.0% 20.3% 6.2% 9.4% 21.0% 16.8% 11.8% 8.2% 10.5% 14.1% 12.3%
Stolen anything
worth > $5? 7.5% 7.3% 2.2% 6.0% 13.0% 7.7% 10.9% 12.2% 6.5% 7.4% 6.9%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 11.0% NA 12.3% NA 13.7% NA 4.7% NA 11.1% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 4.5% 9.2% NA% 2.7% 5.4% 7.5% 1.2% 4.2% 0.0% 5.8% 3.0%
Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

13.8% 12.0% 19.9% 25.8% 5.9% 2.6% 15.5% 14.9% 15.5% 17.2% 16.4%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

7.3% 10.1% 4.3% 9.7% 5.6% 2.7% 3.5% 5.3% 5.4% 8.8% 7.1%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 28.5% middle school, 42.2% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 18.6% middle school, 20.5% high school;

-saw a student with a knife at school: 20.3% middle school, 40.7% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 27.0% middle school, 53.0% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 17.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 36.4% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 36.4% had used it in the past month, compared with
25.8% of African-American males; likewise, 26.8% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 28.3%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 16.1% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 36.0% by age 13, and 67.0% by age 15.

During the previous year, 17.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 27.8% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 9.2% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 35.3% of eighth
graders and 71.3% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 74.6% of eighth graders and 68.1% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 48.2% of eighth graders and 50.0% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 6.1% of 7th and gh graders and 21.4% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.8% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.7% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 19.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 11.5% 5 or me
Among seniors, 21.0% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.0% 5 or more; however 20.4% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 5.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 15.4% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 12.4% of White males, 11.1% WI
females, 15.0% of African-American males, and 9.2% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug i
at an early age: 5.7% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.2% had used a drug by age 13, and 31.9% by ;

15.

In the past year, 7.5% of all high school students in the county who drive and 4.1% of seniors who drive said that
they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 14.0% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 5.3% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 61.7% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 22.6% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Greenwood County. Two of
3 districts participated, but not the largest district (District 50).
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 83 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 69 in 2000 and 77 in 2001. This represented 3.8% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 2.6% for
Whites and 5.7% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 81.8% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Greenwood County has decreased by 48.0
Overall, it has decreased by 51.9% for Whites, and decreased by 44.7% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 387 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 17.3% were age 12 or younger, 33.9% were 13 or 14, and 48.8% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 8.3% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 58 juvenile cases constituting 11.3% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 28.3% lived in families with income under $10,000,
31.5% with $10,000-$19,999 and 40.2% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 17.5% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 54.5% lived in a single parent household, 22.2% lived with other relatives, and 5.8% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
47.0% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 51.9% had at least one prior
referral and 17.6% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 3.8% had been referred by the age of 10, 12.5% by the age of 12, and 23.6% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 188 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 6.3% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.

Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 38 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 537 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 14.2% of their age group: 9.5% for White and
21.4% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 24 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 9 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-
year period, and 4 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Greenwood County. The
34.2% of children in single-parent families, 18.2% in poverty, 40.2% not graduating from school, 36.4% of high school
students using alcohol and 15.4% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many
children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community
citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
83.2% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 55.3% are born to married parents, and 65.8% lived in
two-parent families; 81.8% were not poor and 54.4% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.1% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 83.7% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 60.5% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 71.4% for 8th grade reading, 68.4% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 59.8% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 63.6% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 84.6% do not use drugs, and 70.6% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 35.5% of
3rd graders and 25.9% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 27.3% of 3"I graders and
15.9% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at
www. s ckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesRogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Greenwood County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

I

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 Rank 199

Malin
Low Birth Weight 2001 75 65 81 +8.0% +24.6% 8.6 6.9 8.9 3.2% 28.3% 23

White babies IIMI11111101111NEMICEZIMIEMEIMEIMINEE1
African American and Other babies IrrriCI 36 49 +0.0% +36.1% 13.4 9.4 14.2 6.7% 51.1% MI=

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 392 461 224 +42.9% -51.4% 45.1 49.2 24.5 -45.7% -50.2% MIMI
White babies EZCEIZZI 207 120 -28.1% -42.0% 33.2 37.3 21.0 -36.7% -43.7% 111161
African American and Other babies .713111111ffill 254 104 -53.8% -59.1% 61.3 66.5 30.2 -50.7% -54.5% 11111110

Infant Mortality 2001 44 45 30 -31.8% -33.3% 1.7 1.6 1.1 -38.4% -33.8% 54 lMIZEITIMWErii Itil=WEIMENEIBIli 1.4 1.0 0.6 -54.0% -40.3% MIIMM
African American and Other babies 2001 IlliWa 28 19 -20.8% -32.1% lifaIllE1WEE3.11MEill

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 82 85 63 -23.2% -25.9% 9.4 9.1 6.9 -26.8% -23.9 :111

White babies NEEMOM 27 27 -18.2% +0.0% 6.6 4.9InirnIIIIIIMEDMIWI
20.1 20.1

4.7

16.8

-28.4%

-16.5%

NIMMINEI
- 16.3% MEM"

African American and Other babies KCJIIIIIIMECI 58 36 -26.5% -37.9%
Births to mothers under 20 2001 175 188 154 -12.0% -18.1%

White babies traimrziNEMEEINEMIMICa 16.7 13.0 12.8 -23.4% IIIIIREINEINg
Afncan American and Other babies 1E11.311 116 81 -11.0% +30.2% 24.8 30.4 23.5 -5.0% 1111Milla

0 1% .1111Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 312 234 229 -26.6% -2.1% 35.9 25.0 25.0 -30.3%

White babies 2001 Men 106 124 -13.9% +17.0% 28.6 19.1 21.7 -24.2% 13 6%

Afncan American and Other babies WallMIIIIIII 128 105 -37.5% -18.0% 45.8 33.5 30.5 -33.3% imam muj
Births to single mothers * * ** 2001 196 336 409 +108.7% +21.7% 22.5 35.9 44.7 98.4% 24.7% 16

MIEMEIMIgarimmimMIZIEIIISaillM11163 87 143 +393.1% +64.4% 5.8 15.7 25.0 333.6%
African American and Other babies WIEM MIMI 249 266 +59.3% +6.8% 45.5 65.2 77.3 69.9%

Children in single parent families 2000 2,882 3,565 4,934 +71.2% +38.4% 18.9 26.8 34.2 80.8% 27.5 % "s 24

White 2000 1,098 1,229 1,697 +54.6% +38.1% 10.4 14.5 19.4 86.3% MIZIMIECII
African American and Other 2000 MEM 2,331 3,237 +82.5% +38.9% 35.0 48.3 57.0 62.8% WIRIMIEM

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 279 301 154 -44.8% -48.8% 32.1 29.1 16.3 -49.2% -44.0% 12

White males NECEMININSIIIIIIIIKIIIIIIIMMEEMIMEMZI 23.8 18.9 10.3 -56.7% -45.5% 8

White females Mai 32 30 24 -25.0% -20.0% 13.9 11.3 9.7 -30.2% -14.2% MMal
African American and Other males ECMMEM 121 61 -33.0% -49.6% 52.6 46.0 25.4 -51.7% -44.8% 18MinAfrican American and Other females RECCE"I111 94 45 -49.4% -52.1% 48.4 45.0 20.3 -58.1% -54.9%

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 141 155 244 +73.0% +57.4% 16.0 15.8 25.8 61.3% 63.3% MEI
MIZEREEEMINIIIIIIIIMIIMIII 2000 MEIiENIME11111113221111111121 16.6 14.5 16.2 -2.4% 11.7% SISIWIZEITI 2000 EINffiEiffiffilIMIZZEI 8.9 8.4 9.7 9.0% 15.5% IIMMEI

African American and Other males 2000 MEM 66 92 +142.1% +39.4% 21.8 27.9 43.2 98.2% 54.8% almni
African American and Other females 2000 IIIIM 26 85 +150.0% +226.9% 19.1 13.2 38.9 103.7% 194.7% 11111E3

Grade 3 Math below standards*** 2002 379 135 224 -40.9% +65S% 41.5 15.9 25.2 S9.3% 58.5%=ElMikaWhite males NMNMI 23 37 -47.1% +60.9% 25.5 9.5 15.5 -39.2% 63.2%
White females 2002 IIIIII1 20 41 -41.4% +105.0% 26.0 7.5 16.9 -35.0% 125.3% 1:11BIESEIWIFIlaa 48 80 -40.7% +66.7% 11111M=EICIMISISIIIINZIMENII=NMIM1/12.111:31111[121 44 66 -35.9% +50.0% 57.2 25.4 33.8 -40.9% 33.1% 111101

Grade 3 Reading below standards- 2002 308 96 199 -35.4% +107.3% 33.7 11.3 22.4 -33.5% 98.2% 18

White males IECCEII1=5EillIllIllEEIIIIIIEEMIEEEZMIEIMZI 24.0 7.0 18.5 -22.9% 164.3% 131
White females IrEIIIIIIMI 13 24 -55.6% +84.6% 20.1 4.9 9.9 -50.7% 102.0% OMR
African American and Other males 2002 EMEEIllaillMIKEIMINZEIMIa 59.0 24.6 35.8 -39.3% 45.5%
African American and Other females NEMMID 25 55 -27.6% +120.0% =3111111ErnELMIllial

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 228 223 179 -21.5% -19.7% 26.8 24.7 23.3 -13.1% -5.7%MEI
MEEMEIMIIMI=1111111=M 1998 loomIffill21 22.6 19.8 18.3 -19.0% -7.6% 11.1

Mr1=1:: 1998 MMECI 30 34 -30.6% +13.3% 18.5 11.0 14.2 -23.2% 29.1% 35

African American and Other males 1998 MIMI 77 52 -17.5% -32.5% 6

African American and Other females 1998 =ElElla3111111=3 36.5 33.7 31.2 -14.5% -7.4% 21

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
*1 is best, 46 is worst.

Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Greenwood County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education ((continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
1

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 582 299 336 -42.3% +12.4% 60.7 36.2 39.5 -34.9% 9.1%
White males 2002 152 61 75 -50.7% +23.0% 45.4 25.7 30.0 -33.9% 16.7%

White females 2002 129 59 58 -55.0% -1.7% 48.3 22.8 23.3 -51.8% 2.2%
African American and Other males 2002 150 94 107 -28.7% +13.8% 85.7 53.7 57.5 -32.9% 7.1%

African American and Other females 2002 150 85 95 -36.7% +11.8% 83.3 55.6 57.9 -30.5%
Grade 8 Readin below state standards* 2002 463 205 243 -47.5% +18.5% 48.4 24.9 28.6 -40.9% 14.9%

White males 2002 131 52 61 -53.4% +17.3% 39.2 21.9 24.4 -37.8%
White females 2002 68 23 19 -72.1% -17.4% 25.4 8.9 7.6 -70.1% -14.6%
African American and Other males 2002 147 77 110 -25.2% +42.9% 84.5 44.2 59.1 -30.1% 33.7%
African American and Other females 2002 116 53 53 -54.3% +0.0% 64.8 34.9 32.3 -50.2% -7.4%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 267 263 NA -1.5% NA 33.2 31.0 NA -6.6%
White males 1998 NA 75 NA NA NA NA 27.1 26.3 NA -3.0%
White females 1998 NA 39 NA NA NA NA 16.6 13.7 NA -17.5%
African American and Other males 1998 NA 88 NA NA NA NA 61.5 54.5 NA -11.4%
African American and Other females 1998 NA 65 NA NA NA NA 43.9 42.0 NA

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem.t

2002 433 240 240 -44.6% +0.0% 48.3 32.4 31.6 -34.6% -2.5%

White males 2002 95 59 51 -46.3% -13.6% 34.8 24.7 21.6 -37.9% -12.6%
White females 2002 83 42 53 -36.1% +26.2% 27.9 17.0 22.3 -20.1% 31.2%

I
African American and Other males 2002 126 64 62 -50.8% -3.1% 82.4 57.1 49.6 -39.8% -13.1%
African American and Other females 2002 129 75 69 -46.5% -8.0% 75.0 52.8 45.7 -39.1% -13 4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later 2000-02 310 310 292 -5.5% -5.7% 29.6 31.0 32.2 8.7% 3.9%

White males 2000-02 98 120 85 -13.6% -29.1% 28.7 36.3 32.4 12.8% -10.9%
White females 2000-02 96 70 68 -29.2% -2.2% 30.1 23.2 25.8 -14.2% 11.1%

African American and Other males 2000-02 68 71 87 +27.5% +22.9% 34.8 35.8 44.5 28.0% 24.4%
African American and Other females 2000-02 48 51 53 +11.6% +5.0% 25.3 28.6 28.0 11.0% -2.0%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 2,008 1,574 1,618 -19.4% +2.8% 28.9 24.2 18.1 -37.3% -25.1%

White males NA 632 516 NA NA NA 27.6 24.6 NA NA NA

White females NA 552 414 NA NA NA 22.1 18.0 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 445 303 NA NA NA 46.9 34.6 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 379 341 NA NA NA 31.3 27.8 NA NA NA

2000 2,893 3,270 3,010

-COMM
+4.0% -8.0%

OS
17.4 21.4 18.2 4.6% 15.0%1Povert Rate

White children 2000 808 868 751 -7.1% -13.5% 7.8 9.5 8.0 2.6% -15.8%
African American and Other children 2000 2,052 2,402 2,259 +10.1% -6.0% 33.3 39.5 31.7 -4.7% -19.7%

Income of Families w/children 1999 $ 2000 $ 43,005 $ 45,509 $ 47,359 +10.1% +4.1% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 47,904 $ 53,998 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 31,451 $ 28,986 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent ag3 Facto s
Teena.e Pre anc aes 14-17 2001 133 122 77 -42.1% -36.9% 6.4 6.5 3.8 -40.5% 41.5%

White 2001 63 49 31 -50.8% -36.7% 4.7 4.1 2.6 -44.3% -36.6%
African American and Other 2001 70 73 46 -34.3% -37.0% 9.7 10.4 5.7 -41.4% -45.2%

Delinuenc 2002 110 193 188 +70.9% -2.6% 3.7 7.5 6.3 70.5% 15.9 %f

White males 2002 42 75 40 -4.8% -46.7% 4.4 10.0 4.7 7.0% -52.9%
White females 2002 25 24 31 +24.0% +29.2% 2.6 3.0 3.4 31.0% 13.6%
African American and Other males 2002 35 67 69 +97.1% +3.0% 7.0 13.5 11.9 70.0% -11.9%

i African American and Other females 2002 8 27 48 +500.0% +77.8% 1.5 5.3 7.5 400.0% 41.5%

'Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

Page 18

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

451



count r-
z

Hampton
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 5,911 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 2,026 were White, 3,783

were African-American, and 102 were other races. There were 5,809 children under age 18 in 1990, 6,120 in 1980,
6,229 in 1970, and 8,009 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 27.6% of the
population in 2000, down from 46.0% in 1960, 39.2% in 1970, and 33.7% in 1980.

In 2000 the 1,715 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.0% of the overall population: 6.6% of Whites and 9.0% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 1.7% of children in the county, with some other race alone" at 0.9% and 'two or
more races" at 0.6% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 34.6% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 47.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 25 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 7.9% of
all babies born in the county; 6.6% of all White and 8.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 92.0% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.
In 2001, 72 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 22.8% of all born in the

county; 17.2% of all White and 26.3% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 77.8% were born to single mothers, including paternity acicnowledeged

babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 74 babies, 23.5% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
19.7% of White and 25.9% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 55.3% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 44.1% had completed 12
grades (39.3% of Whites and 47.2% of African Americans and Others) and 32.4% had more than a high school degree
(41.0% of Whites and 26.9% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 129

babies, 40.8% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 36.0%
and in 1960 it was 14.4%. In 2001, 10.7% of White children and 59.8% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 43 babies, 13.6% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 172, constituting 54.4% of all babies, 19.7% of White babies,
and 76.3% of African-American and Others.

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA&O

Total

f White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 147 marriage licenses were issued, while 61 divorce decrees involving 49 children
were filed. In 1970, only 27 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 1,770 children
lived with only one parent. This was 35.8% of all children, up from 31.8% in 1990, 21.1% in 1980, and 15.6% in 1970. In
2000, 17.3% of White and 46.7% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,
447 or 36.9% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 15.6% of White and 51.6% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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40% 4 AA&O
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 66.2% of mothers with children under 6 and 71.8% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 37.4% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
57.7% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 728 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 90.2% of these are in licensed
programs and 9.8% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 87.4% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 9.1% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 2.9% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.7% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 69.55 for centers and $ 60.63 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 80% of centers with
pre-school staff and 100% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 20% of centers with pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 60% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 20% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 50% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 33.3% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 224 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 38.4% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
49.6% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 19.0% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 9.7% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 452 or 7.6% of all children lived with relatives, 107 or 1.8% lived with
non-relatives, 10 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 3 or 0.1% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 108 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 41 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 9.8% for physical abuse, 7.3% for sexual abuse, 2.4% for mental injury,
34.1% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 7.3% for medical neglect, 34.1% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 4.9% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 83 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 38.6% were male, 61.4% were female; 15.7% were White, 84.3% were African-American and
Other. By age, 32.5% were ages 0 - 5, 41.3% were ages 6 - 12, and 26.3% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
33.7% of the children lived in two-parent families, 48.2% in single parent families, 14.5% with unmarried couples, and
3.6% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 16 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 4.8 years. The ages of children in foster care were 31.3% 0-2, 6.3% 3-5, 18.8% 6-10, 12.5%
11-13, and 31.3% 14 and above. The foster care population is 56.3% males and 43.8% females. Regarding their future,
43.8% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 25.0% for return to a parent or guardian, 6.3% for placement
with a relative, 12.5% for independent living, 12.5% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.62 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.18 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and comp lete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,640 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 740 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 28.1% of all children and youth: 10.6% of Whites and 37.3% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 38.0%, it was
36.2% in 1979 and 42.8% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 30.1% of children 0 - 5
(12.9% White, 40.5% African-American and Other), and 27.1% of children 6 - 17 (8.9% White, 36.3% African - American
and Other), lived in poverty; 21.7% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 52.4% of children in single- parent families lived in
poverty, but only 12.6% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
79.0% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 3,242 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 1,602 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 755 12.9% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 1,640 28.1% 215 10.6% 1,425 37.3%
Under 125% 2,057 35.2% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 2,508 42.9% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 2,913 49.9% NA NA NA NA
Under 185% 2,987 51.1% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 3,242 55.5% NA NA NA NA
Total Children 5,911 2,026 3,885

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $39,757. In 1989 it was $36,062, and 1979, it
was $35,416, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$20,588 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $50,414 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Hampton County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.2%.

Child Support Payments: There were 167? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 34.7 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 223,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 605 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 225. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 74, or 23.4% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 104,

or 32.9% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 27 or 22.1% of Whites and 77 or 39.7% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 4 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 20 or 6.3% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 8.8% of African-American and Other babies and 2.5% of White babies. During 1999-2001,
approximately 17 or 1.9% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
0.8% of White babies and 2.5% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $6,340 and $46,339 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $1,276 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $254,355 for all low birthweight
babies, of which $195,273 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 31.6% from
12.8 to 8.8 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate increased 110.7% from 2.7 to 5.6 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 40.5% from 18.1 to 10.8 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 2 White and 6 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 1 White
and 13 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 45



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Hampton County went to the emergency room 822 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 7 White and 3 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 1 White and 6 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 44.3% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health dinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 9.7%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a tim
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 227 to 341 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identific
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were reported cases of children under age 15 and 11 youth ages lf
19 infected with gonorrhea; 2 youth under 15 and 48 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 591 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications ft
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 221 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 141 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 3 in
Hampton County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 381 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 254 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 539 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 265 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 804 uninsured children in Hampton County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 5 nurses, compared with 4 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result;
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Hampton County has increased by 60.7% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 58.4% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$8.1 million.

458



In June 2001, the total number of Hampton County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 3,451.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 63 167 2 4 236
Children 1 - 5 189 702 6 25 922
Children 6 - 14 271 1,374 13 41 1,699
Children 15 - 18 104 480 1 9 594
Total 627 2,723 22 79 3,451

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 35.2% for Whites and 27.8% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

48 children not ready 14.6% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

24 children failing 7.3% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

37 children failing 11.4% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

79 children over-age 23.3% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
93 six and seven year olds and 91 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 15.5% and 14.3% of their age groups respectively: 19.6% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 12.3% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 14.6% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 23.3% over age in grade 3, and 14.3% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 141 speech and language impaired, 221 learning disabled, 19 emotionally

disabled, 182 mentally impaired, and 17 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 14.3% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

107 students did not pass all parts 47.8% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Hampton County who did not meet standards declined from 69.9% to 37.5% in math and from
61.1% to 32.7% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 39.2% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 42.8% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 40.5% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 44.2% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 37.1% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 43.5% in 1990 and 47.4% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 56.5%, but in 2002 40.7% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 86 graders below basic in reading and math averaged 56.6% in 1999 and 44.5% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 18.9% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 636 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 148 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 42.3 18.0 36.4 54.5 44.9
4 45.6 24.6 19.0 57.1 54.1
5 47.7 37.0 23.9 56.5 52.3
6 48.6 33.3 22.2 62.0 52.6
7 57.8 44.0 36.1 67.4 67.5
8 52.6 39.6 30.2 59.6 62.8

Basic

3 38.3 42.0 27.3 39.8 38.6
4 40.4 52.6 45.2 39.5 33.3
5 37.9 34.8 56.5 33.1 36.9
6 37.9 35.3 55.6 34.0 36.8
7 30.6 28.0 41.0 28.4 28.1
8 38.3 50.0 58.1 31.5 29.8

Proficient

3 13.4 28.0 15.2 5.7 12.6
4 9.7 10.5 26.2 3.4 9.9
5 11.0 21.7 8.7 8.1 10.8
6 10.3 23.5 16.7 3.0 8.4
7 9.1 20.0 19.7 3.2 3.5
8 8.0 8.3 11.6 7.9 6.4

Advanced

3 6.0 12.0 21.2 0.0 3.9
4 4.3 12.3 9.5 0.0 2.7
5 3.4 6.5 10.9 2.4 0.0
6 3.2 7.8 5.6 1.0 2.1

7 2.5 8.0 3.3 1.1 0.9
8 1.1 2.1 0.0 1.1 1.1

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 33.3% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 435
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 217 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 30.0 18.4 9.1 43.2 30.7
4 35.8 26.3 11.9 57.6 26.4
5 36.5 17.4 10.9 52.8 36.9
6 41.7 32.7 16.7 59.0 37.9
7 38.8 28.0 19.7 48.4 45.6
8 36.5 27.1 9.3 50.6 40.4

Basic

s 3 43.4 32.7 45.5 42.0 48.0
4 47.4 43.9 52.4 35.6 60.0
5 47.5 52.2 63.0 40.7 46.8
6 33.9 34.6 30.6 32.0 36.8
7 41.6 44.0 37.7 41.1 43.0
8 42.7 41.7 48.8 34.8 47.9

Proficient

3 25.6 46.9 42.4 14.8 20.5
4 15.9 26.3 33.3 6.8 13.6
5 14.7 26.1 23.9 5.7 16.2
6 19.4 25.0 36.1 9.0 21.1
7 18.1 24.0 37.7 10.5 11.4
8 17.5 22.9 34.9 13.5 10.6

Advanced

3 1.0 2.0 3.0 0.0 0.8
4 0.9 3.5 2.4 0.0 0.0
5 1.2 4.3 2.2 0.8 0.0
6 4.9 7.7 16.7 0.0 4.2
7 1.6 4.0 4.9 0.0 0.0
8 3.3 8.3 7.0 1.1 1.1

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

171 students drop out annually 45.9% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 30.4% of 8th graders
failed to graduate- from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 14.2% during 1985-89, and 13.3%
during 1990-94, 34.1% during 1995-97 and 40.0% during 1998-2000.-.

During 2001-02, 95.2% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
4.8% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 12 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 19

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 24.8% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 30.0% to 57.8%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%
Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%
Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of /h and gh graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ilk:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug ;
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by ;

15.

In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that
they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Hampton County data, for 1992-93, is available on the
Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org. 465



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 31 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 27 in 2000 and 30 in 2001. This represented 4.6% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 4.8% for
Whites and 4.5% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 83.3% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Hampton County has decreased by 36.2
Overall, it has decreased by 20.0% for Whites, and decreased by 43.8% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 54 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 7.4% were age 12 or younger, 20.4% were 13 or 14, and 72.2% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 19.6% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 12 juvenile cases constituting 13.0% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 45.0% lived in families with income under $10,000,
40.0% with $10,000-$19,999 and 15.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 19.2% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 42.3% lived in a single parent household, 38.5% lived with other relatives, and 0.0% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
37.5% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 64.8% had at least one prior
referral and 22.2% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 0.0% had been referred by the age of 10, 3.7% by the age of 12, and 25.9% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 38 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 3.9% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 24 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 153 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 11.8% of their age group: 13.3% for White
and 11.1% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 3 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 1 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Hampton County. The 35.8%
of children in single-parent families, 28.1% in poverty, 40.0% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
77.2% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 45.6% are born to married parents, and 64.2% lived in
two-parent families; 71.9% were not poor and 44.5% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 93.7% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 85.4% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 47.4% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 63.5% for 8th grade reading, 52.2% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 60.0% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 26.6% of
3rd graders and 20.8% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 19.4% of 3rd graders and
9.1% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel(@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Hampton County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent 1980*
Year

1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 Rank 199,

MgEOR
Low Birth Weight 2001 35 30 20 -42.9% -33.3% 10.2 9.1 6.3 -38.1% - 30.5% 38

White babies 113111.111113 5 3 +0.0% -40.0% 2.9 4.5 2.5 -13.8% MEMEIMIEI
African American and Other babies IffrilEMEI 25 17 -46.9% -32.0% 13.3 11.3 8.8 -34.3% MOO ril

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 141 166 104 +26.2% -37.3% 41.0 50.2 32.9 -19.8% 34 4%imp
White babies W E I N E W E IM I EWE E UM E E M 21.1 31.8 22.1 4.7% WM =NMI
African American and Other babies NEXEMMIIIElialill1=1511111WE1121=131E21 49.6 59.3 39.7 -20.0% IIIIffilifitl

Infant Mortality MX 211111=1311:01.1.11a
African American and Other babies Kr11.=3

14

1

13

8 -61.9% -42.9% 2.0 1.3 0.9 -55.3% - 31.6 %( 32

2 -60.0% +100.0% 1.6 0.3 0.6 -64.6% MIDEZHIIMEI
6 -62.5% -53.8% 2.1 1.8 1.1 -49.1% - 40.5% MEM

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 33 23 25 -24.2% +8.7%

White babies WIEIMIla 5 8 +0.0% +60.0% 7.7 4.5 6.6 -14.2% 45.2% 42

African American and Other babies MINIM 18 17 -32.0% -5.6% 10.4 8.1 8.8 -15.9% 7.6% 9

Births to mothers under 20 2001 75 63 72 -4.0% +14.3% 21.8 19.0 22.8 4.6% 19.8% 30

White babies KIIMMIEI 21 21 +10.5% +0.0% 18.3 19.1 17.2 -5.9% -9.9% 35

African American and Other babies 2001 111=3 42 51 -8.9% -21.4% 23.3 19.0 26.3 12.7% 38.3% 9

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 126 84 74 -41.3% -11.9% 36.6 25.4 23.4 -36.1% -7.8% 29

White babies ErlINIINER 23 24 -35.1% +4.3% 35.6 20.9 19.7 -44.6% -5.8% 36

African American and Other babies WIN IIIIIIIII.11 61 50 -43.8% -18.0% 37.1 27.6 25.8 -30.5% -6.6% 12

Births to single mothers- 2001 103 131 172 +67.0% +31.3% 29.9 39.6 54.4 81.7% 37.5% 32

White babies NETIMINEM 11 24 +242.9% +118.2% 6.7 10.0 19.7 192.7% 97.0% 27

African American and Other babies ErasMEI 120 148 +54.2% +23.3% 40.0 54.3 76.3 90.7% 40.5% 7

Children in single parent families 2000 1,146 1,567 1,770 +54.5% +13.0% 21.1 31.8 35.8 69.5% 12.4% 34

White 2000 EWE" 259 318 +59.0% +22.8% 8.3 13.9 17.3 108.0% 24.2% 8

African American and Other 2000 943 1,308 1,452 +54.0% +11.0% 30.5 42.7 46.7 53.2% 9.4% 12

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 214 130 48 -77.6% -63.1% 54.2 33.3 14.6 -73.1% -56.2% 44

White males 11E3111 MEM 10 4 -80.0% -60.0% 30.8 14.5 9.5 -69.2% -34.5% 22

White females NMMill 5 2 -81.8% -60.0% 24.4 10.2 5.9 -75.8% -42.2% 36

African American and Other males MImom 61 23 -76.3% -62.3% 69.8 41.8 17.8 -74.5% -57.4% 44

A ncan American and Other females MaiMITI 54 19 -77.9% -64.8% 58.9 42.9 15.3 -74.0% -64.3% 41

Repeating Grades 1 -3 2000 108 81 46 -57.4% -43.2% 29.6 22.3 12.7 -57.1% -43.0% 41

.1321301 2000 Ell 6 6 -45.5% +0.0% 16.7 11.0 11.0 -34.1% 0.0% 23

White females 2000 a 111INMEMNINIZOMEN3 13.7 6.6 NA -51.8% 1

African American and Other males 2000 mei 43 22 -63.3% -48.8% 46.6 32.9 16.9 -63.7% -48.6% 44

African American and Other females 2000 EWE' 24 15 -59.5% -37.5% 28.6 20.0 11.4 -60.1% -43.0% 39

Grade 3 Math below standards**" 2002 196 93 126 -35.7% +35.5% 58.2 25.8 42.3 -27.3% 64.0% 44

White males 2002 MEM 7 9 -62.5% +28.6% 35.8 17.5 18.0 -49.7% 2.9% 32

While females wrrEaIti 3 12 -20.0% +300.0% 35.7 6.4 36.4 2.0% 468.8% 40W71111.1121111
African American and Other females WEMEME111

50 48 -51.0% -4.0% 71.0 38.2 54.5 -23.2% 42.7% 43

33 57 -3.4% +72.7% 66.3 23.2 44.9 -32.3% 93.5% 45

Grade 3 Reading below standards- 2002 199 82 89 -55.3% +8.5% 58.7 22.8 30.0 -48.9% 31.6% 45

White males 1111711111111ffEl 6 9 -70.0% +50.0% 44.1 15.0 18.4 -58.3% 22.7% 43

White females
African American and Other males

EllaMEIMI
2002 101

6

42
3 -76.9% -50.0% 31.0 12.8 9.1 -70.6% -28.9% 44

38 -62.4% -9.5% 73.2 32.1 43.2 -41.0% 34.6% 45

African American and Other females IMMIEWII 28 39 -27.8% +39.3% 60.0 19.7 30.7 -48.8% 55.8% 46

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 117 149 64 -45.3% -57.0% 40.5 44.2 22.9 -43.5% -48.2% 36

White males 1998 ammt 21 8 -50.0% -61.9% 34.8 35.0 17.8 -48.9% -49.1% 41

White females 1998 A 13 4 -42.9% -69.2% 17.1 25.5 9.5 -44.4% -62.7% 30

African American and Other males
African American and Other females

1998 Ti
1998 23 70

45
26 -45.8% -62.9% 53.3 59.3 28.1 -47.3% -52.6% 27

26 -42.2% -42.2% 40.9 41.7 27.4 -33.0% -34.3% 31

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.
** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Hampton County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators

Grade 8 Math below state standards
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Grade 8 Readin below state standards**
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th .rade 4 ears later

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Poverty Rate
White children
African American and Other children

Income of Families w/children (1999 $)
White families
African American and Other families

Education continued
Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-1980

pres
1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

2002 239 106 144 -39.7% +35.8% 69.9 37.5 52.6 -24.7%
2002 25 11 19 24.0% +72.7% 45.5 19.6 39.6 13.0%

2002 19 9 13 -31.6% +44.4% 33.9 23.7 30.2 -10.9%
2002 87 38 53 -39.1% +39.5% 82.9 48.7 59.6 -28 1%
2002 108 48 59 -45.4% +22.9% 86.4 43.2 62.8 -27.3%

2002 210 93 100 52.4% +7.5% 61.1 32.7 36.5 -40.3%
2002 22 13 13 -40.9% +0.0% 40.0 23.2 27.1 -32.3%

2002 13 7 4 69.2% -42.9% 22.8 18.4 9.3 -59.2%
2002 80 38 45 -43.8% +18.4% 75.5 48.1 50.6 -33.0%

2002 95 35 38 -60.0% +8.6% 76.0 31.5 40.4 -46.8%

1998 NA 155 106 NA -31.6% NA 43.5 33.4 NA

1998 NA 12 NA NA NA NA 21.4 12.8 NA

1998 NA 7 NA NA NA NA 16.3 7.5 NA

1998 NA 74 NA NA NA NA 59.7 45.7 NA

1998 NA 62 NA NA NA NA 46.6 38.6 NA

2002 193 121 107 -44.6% -11.6% 61.7 43.4 47.8 -22.5%

2002 13 15 11 -15.4% -26.7% 29.6 27.8 35.5 19 9%

2002 17 9 7 -58.8% -22.2% 26.6 20.9 18.9 -28.9%

2002 71 49 36 -49.3% -26.5% 73.2 58.3 59.0 -19.4%

2002 92 48 52 -43.5% 8 3% 85.2 49.0 55.3 -35.1%

2000-02 81 88 171 +111.5% +95.8% 25.9 28.1 45.9 77.4%

2000-02 17 13 21 +25.3% +65.3% 26.4 24.0 37.6 42.3%

2000-02 13 7 16 30.7% +133.3% 20.3 13.5 37.4 84.0%

2000-02 30 40 80 +171.2% +102.5% 30.7 35.7 55.4 80.4%

2000-02 23 29 54 +141.5% +90.6% 24.2 29.4 41.8 72.8%

2000 794 681 731 -7.9% +7.3% 39.2 39.1 24.8 -36.9%

NA 152 142 NA NA NA 35.7 40.0 NA NA

NA 102 NA NA NA 34.3 26.7 NA NA

NA 244 214 NA NA NA 44.7 47.0 NA NA

NA 271 223 NA NA NA 39.7 40.5 NA NA

2000 2,209 2,166 1,640 -25.8% -24.3% 36.21 38.0 28.1 -22.4%
2000 327 387 215 -34.3% -44.4% 13.7 19.6 10.6 -22.6%

2000 1,882 1,779 1,425 -24.3% -19.9% 50.7 47.7 37.3 -26.4%

2000 $ 35,416 $ 36,062 $ 39,757 +12.3% +10.2% NA NA NA NA

2000 $ 45,007 $ 46,531 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

2000 $ 25,791 $ 27,064 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Factors

Percent
Change 90-

pres
19

-49.5%
5.2%

28.3%
-23.2%
-40.2%
-54.0%
-23.5%
17.2%

10.1%

-9.6%
1.2%

12.9%

56.3%
177.9%

55.1%
42.2%

-36.7%

NA
NA
NA
NA

-26.1%
-45.9%
-21.8%

NA
NA
NA

Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 41 25 30 -26.8% +20.0% 6.2 3.9 4.6 -25.9% 17.9%

White 2001 13 6 10 -23.1% +66.7% 5.0 2.7 4.8 -4.0% 77.8%

African American and Other 2001 28 19 20 -28.6% +5.3% 7.0 4.5 4.5 -35.7% 0.0%

Delinquency 2002 29 54 38 +31.0% -29.6% 2.9 5.6 3.9 35.1% -30.0%

White males 2002 9 12 7 -22.2% -41.7% 4.2 5.5 4.1 -2.0% -25.1%

White females 2002 6 1 2 -66.7% +100.0% 3.0 0.6 1.3 -55.6% 122.2%

African American and Other males 2002 13 32 25 +92.3% -21.9% 4.3 10.9 7.8 81.7% -28.3%

African American and Other females 2002 1 9 4 +300.0% -55.6% 0.3 3.2 1.2 304.0% -62.1%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 41,929 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 29,919 were White, 9,980
were African-American, and 2,030 were other races. There were 34,311 children under age 18 in 1990, 30,490 in 1980,

26,648 in 1970, and 30,149 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 21.3% of the

population in 2000, down from 44.2% in 1960, 38.1% in 1970, and 30.1% in 1980.
In 2000 the 13,563 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 6.9% of the overall population: 6.1% of Whites and 9.8% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 4.8% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 2.1 % and "some other
race alone" at 1.4% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 26.3% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 50.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 120 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 4.6% of
all babies born in the county; 3.6% of all White and 8.0% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 91.7% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 370 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 14.3% of all born in the
county; 12.0% of all White and 21.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 84.6% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 600 babies, 23.2% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
20.6% of White and 31.4% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 47.2% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 35.3% had completed 12
grades (32.1% of Whites and 45.6% of African Americans and Others) and 41.5% had more than a high school degree
(47.3% of Whites and 23.0% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 516
babies, 19.9% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 27.5%
and in 1960 it was 10.2%. In 2001, 12.4% of White children and 43.9% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 567 babies, 21.9% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 1,083, constituting 41.8% of all babies, 31.2% of White babies,
and 75.4% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*
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*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980,1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 3,249 marriage licenses were issued, while 613 divorce decrees involving 427 children
were filed. In 1970, only 178 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 11,433 children
lived with only one parent. This was 31.1% of all children, up from 23.8% in 1990, 16.9% in 1980, and 14.7% in 1970. In
2000, 23.5% of White and 53.0% of African-American and Other children lived in single- parent families. Also in 2000,
3,218 or 28.4% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 20.2% of White and 54.0% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

1970 1980 1990 2000

AA&O

Total

White

471



Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 68.2% of mothers with children under 6 and 75.2% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 27.2% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
62.9% of children under 6.are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 6,196 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 92.9% of these are in licensed
programs and 7.1% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 89.9% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 5.7% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.7% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 2.6% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 84.98 for centers and $ 66.78 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 12.8% of centers with
pre-school staff and 20% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 51.3% of centers with pre-school staff and 60% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 33.3% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 95% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 28.2% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 47.6% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 9.5% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 2,081 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 23.0% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
57.7% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 13.3% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 6.3% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,588 or 3.8% of all children lived with relatives, 966 or 2.3% lived with
non-relatives, 55 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 45 or 0.1% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 902 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 274 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 19.3% for physical abuse, 5.6% for sexual abuse, 0.4% for mental
injury, 40.5% for physical neglect, 4.5% for educational neglect, 2.2% for medical neglect, 24.5% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 3.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 426 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 48.6% were male, 51.4% were female; 65.7% were White, 34.3% were African-American and
Other. By age, 36.1% were ages 0 5, 39.9% were ages 6 - 12, and 24.1% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
29.1% of the children lived in two-parent families, 42.0% in single parent families, 21.1% with unmarried couples, and
7.8% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 238 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.1 years. The ages of children in foster care were 24.0% 0-2, 11.8% 3-5, 19.3% 6-10, 15.6%
11-13, and 29.4% 14 and above. The foster care population is 49.2% males and 50.8% females. Regarding their future,
29.4% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 45.8% for return to a parent or guardian, 4.2% for placement
with a relative, 12.2% for independent living, 7.1% for permanent foster care, and 1.3% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.69 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.26 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 7,563 children and youth under the age of 18 ived in 3,453 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 18.3% of all children and youth: 11.5% of Whites and 35.1% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 22.6%, it was
24.2% in 1979 and 37.8% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 18.7% of children 0 5

(12.7% White, 35.9% African-American and Other), and 17.2% of children 6 - 17 (10.2% White, 33.5% African-
Americ an and Other), lived in poverty; 8.7% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 36.90/0 of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 8.6% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
58.6% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 18,643 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 11,080 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 3,569 8.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 7,563 18.3% 3,404 11.5% 4,159 35.1%

Under 125% 10,514 25.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 13,728 33.2% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 16,552 40.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 17,673 42.8% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 18,643 45.1% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 41,929 29,919 12,010
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $50,144. In 1989 it was $44,186, and 1979, it
was $38,036, adjusted for, inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single -parent families with children was
$24,200 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $61,758 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Horry County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 0.4%.

Child Support Payments: There were 1,409' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 17.1 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 276,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 3,118 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 236. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 652, or 25.2% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 748,
or 28.9% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 501 or 25.5% of Whites and 247 or 39.7% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 16 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 217 or 8.4% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 11.7% of African-American and Other babies and 7.3% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 119 or 1.6% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.3% of White babies and 2.5% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $7,033 and $41,848 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,493 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,545,995 for
all low birthweight babies, of which $1,143,385 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 19.3% from
10.6 to 8.5 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 35.2% from 6.6 to 4.3 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 4.0% from 20.5 to 21.3 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 24 White and 40 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 32 White and
40 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year.
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Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Horry County went to the emergency room 5,739 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 21 White and 5 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 23 White and 14 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 52.5% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 19.0%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse u irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 1,670 to 2,505 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 18 reported cases of children under age 15 and 124 you
ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 14 youth under 15 and 238 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fi-u.
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. 4 75



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 4,193 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 2,555 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 682 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 13 in
Horry County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 2,562 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 1,708 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 3,099 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 2,311 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 5,410 uninsured children in Horry County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 38 nurses, compared with 41 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Horry County has increased by 123.6% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 51.4% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$50.5 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Horry County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 21,534. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 1,017 550 40 151 1,758
Children 1 - 5 3,604 2,427 89 373 6,493
Children 6 - 14 5,096 4,262 82 380 9,820
Children 15 - 18 1,849 1,500 20 94 3,463
Total 11,566 8,739 231 998 21,534

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, at
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 27.8% for Whites and 29.6% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

69 children not ready 3.3% children not ready
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Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

95 children failing 4.2% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

186 children failing 8.2% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

302 children over-age 14.7% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
531 six and seven year olds and 773 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 11.8% and 16.9% of their age groups respectively: 16.3% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 18.1% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 3.3% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 14.7% over age in grade 3, and 16.9% of eight and nine year-olds
placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 682 speech and language impaired, 2,555 learning disabled, 317 emotionally

disabled, 795 mentally impaired, and 285 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 16.3% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

561 students did not pass all parts 30.0% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Horry County who did not meet standards declined from 59% to 18.4% in math and from 45.6%
to 13.9% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 31.6% not meeting 8th grade math standards in
1998 and 29.7% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 24.2% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 25.9% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 26.4% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 26.3% in 1990 and 27.1% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 38.6%, but in 2002 20.1% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 38.4% in 1999 and 28.3% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 39.0% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,991 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 1,272 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 18.4 12.6 11.6 35.0 30.3
4 20.8 13.7 13.8 41.9 32.1
5 23.4 18.4 13.0 44.2 40.3
6 26.5 18.6 14.1 53.7 46.5
7 33.8 25.0 22.7 63.0 52.8
8 28.7 21.9 19.3 55.4 44.8

Basic

3 35.1 30.0 32.9 44.3 42.3
4 30.0 27.0 26.1 32.3 42.3
5 36.7 31.5 37.5 39.4 44.3
6 35.7 35.9 39.8 29.4 32.9
7 31.8 32.0 34.5 24.1 32.7
8 42.0 41.0 46.6 31.5 43.0

Proficient

3 23.1 27.0 25.9 12.5 18.3
4 23.2 25.8 27.9 14.5 15.6
5 21.9 26.8 26.2 11.3 10.4
6 22.1 24.5 27.1 11.3 15.7
7 17.5 20.4 22.1 8.7 8.0
8 18.0 21.4 22.6 8.8 6.5

Advanced

3 23.4 30.3 29.6 8.2 9.2
4 25.9 33.5 32.2 11.2 9.9
5 18.0 23.3 23.2 5.2 5.0
6 15.7 21.1 19.1 5.5 4.9
7 17.0 22.6 20.7 4.2 6.5
8 11.3 15.7 11.4 4.4 5.7

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 27.0% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,850
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 685 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 18.2 14.1 8.9 37.6 28.2
4 19.4 17.4 9.2 42.4 24.9
5 26.1 23.7 11.9 53.5 39.9
6 27.0 24.4 12.4 54.7 37.8
7 27.2 24.0 12.8 53.9 42.1
8 27.9 24.1 14.7 56.4 43.9

Basic

3 33.0 30.0 28.0 40.5 43.3
4 39.7 40.2 32.6 42.1 51.7
5 46.2 48.8 45.3 40.3 47.8
6 35.1 35.9 34.5 32.4 37.8
7 41.6 42.9 42.4 35.8 41.8
8 40.1 42.0 42.1 32.4 36.8

Proficient

3 42.3 47.9 53.7 21.0 25.4
4 37.4 39.5 52.3 14.9 21.6
5 25.6 25.5 38.9 6.1 12.3
6 27.8 30.1 36.0 11.0 21.7
7 25.6 26.5 36.5 9.7 14.2

8 27.0 29.5 34.8 10.4 16.4

Advanced

3 6.6 7.9 9.3 0.9 3.2
4 3.4 2.8 5.9 0.7 1.8
5 2.1 2.0 3.9 0.0 0.0
6 10.0 9.7 17.1 1.9 2.8
7 5.6 6.6 8.2 0.6 1.9
8 5.1 4.4 8.4 0.8 2.9

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

549 students drop out annually 25.9% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 22.7% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 21.5% during 1985-89, and 23.2%
during 1990-94, 28.9% during 1995-97 and 28.6% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 98.2% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
1.8% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 22 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 368

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 15.8% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 18.2% to 46.5%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

ource: 2001 -02 out Carolina Survey

4.2



Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;

-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7th and gh graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ille:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug i
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by
15.

In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that
they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Horry County data, for 1992-93, is available on the Kids
Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 160 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 170 in 2000 and 157 in 2001. This represented 3.2% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 2.8% for
Whites and 4.6% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 75.8% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Horry County has decreased by 47.2%. Over
it has decreased by 40.4% for Whites, and decreased by 48.9% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 1,440 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the
Solicitor for delinquency; of these, 17.7% were age 12 or younger, 29.2% were 13 or 14, and 53.1% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 6.0% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 329 juvenile cases constituting 15.8% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 48.8% lived in families with income under $10,000,
27.4% with $10,000-$19,999 and 23.8% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 20.9% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 55.5% lived in a single parent household, 21.3% lived with other relatives, and 2.4% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
27.9% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 52.5% had at least one prior
referral and 19.2% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 2.5% had been referred by the age of 10, 8.6% by the age of 12, and 24.3% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 756 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 10.3% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 145 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 1,116 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 11.1% of their age group: 9.9% for White and
14.3% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit cur website at www.scyoungadults.ojg for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 44 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 23 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 4 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Horry County. The 31.1% of
children in single-parent families, 18.3% in poverty, 28.6% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
85.7% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 58.2% are born to married parents, and 68.9% lived in
two-parent families; 81.7% were not poor and 54.9% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.6% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 96.7% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 71.3% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 72.1% for 8th grade reading, 70.0% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 71.4% graduated with their class. hi a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 48.9% of
3rd graders and 32.1% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 46.5% of 3'd graders and
29.3% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes@oac.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Horry County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

i

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent 3.

Change 1980 Rank
90- res

199'

INGER°
Low Birth Weight 2001 145 201 217 +49.7% +8.0% 7.6 8.7 8.4 9.8% -3.2% 12

White babies NECI1111 MCIififfilf11:21 5.2 7.6 7.3 40.4% -3.3%

African American and Other babies Ilial flirallinENEWallarEZMIZO 12.3 11.7 11.7 -4.9% 0.4%

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 514 1,051 748 -45.5% -28.8% 27.1 45.4 28.9 6.6% -36.3% 4

MMEEEM WWI IIINISEUMEIESEIMINEEMI 17.1 39.9 25.5 49.1% -36.1% =NEI
African American and Other babies FECrial 379 247 -17.9% -34.8% 46.5 59.9 39.7 -14.6% -33.7% =In

Infant Mortality 2001 ;1,1 72 64 -28.9% -11.1% 1.6 1.1 0.9 -48.2% -19.3% 23

IME3321211 MEM IIIIIIIECIWIIIININIEFE3 1.1 0.7 0.4 -59.4% - 35.2 % ice
African American and Other babies Eirill 40 40 -21.6% +0.0% 2.9 2.0 2.1 -26.5% 4.0% Erj

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 145 145 120 -17.2% -17.2% 7.6 6.3 4.6 -39.9% -26.5% 11

I White babies 111511111131 68 70 +148% +2.9% 4.9 4.0 3.6 -26.4% -11.0% imlin
African American and Other babies IECIMI11 77 50 -40.5% -35.1% 13.0 12.2 8.0 -38.0% -33.9% EWER

Births to mothers under 20 2001 385 380 370 -3.9% -2.6% 20.3 16.4 14.3 -29.6% -12.8% 20

-7.4% MOMWhite babies EMI 11111111111 218 236 +23.6% -8.3% 15.3 13.0 12.0 -21.7%

African American and Other babies WMEINEM 162 134 -30.9% +17.3% 29.9 25.6 21.5 -28.0% -15.8% Ill
Births to mothers with less than a high school

[education
2001 573 553 600 +4.7% +8.5% 30.2 23.9 23.2 -23.2% -2.8% 11111

White babies 11{11111113 337 405 +35.9% +20.2% 23.9 20.0 20.6 -13.8% 2.8% MEM
African American and Other babies MaMINER 216 195 -29.1% -9.7% 42.4 34.1 31.4 -26.1% -8.1% Eal

[Births to single mothers- 2001 389 745 1,083 +178.4% +45.4% 20.5 32.2 41.8 103.7% 29.9% 10

White babies WallREM 330 614 +648.8% +86.1% 6.6 19.6 31.2 374.5% 59.0% MEM
1 African American and Other babies Wril=EA 415 469 +52.8% +13.0% 47.4 65.6 75.4 59.2% 15.0% END
[ Children in single parent families 2000 4,753 7,305 11,433 +140.5% +56.5% 16.9 23.8 31.1 84.2% 30.8% 12

White 2000 MEM 3,865 6,409 +169.4% +65.8% 11.4 16.8 23.5 106.3% 40.0% =KM
[ Afncan American and Other 2000 ama 3,362 5,024 +114.9% +49.4% 29.4 44.7 53.0 80.2% 18.5% 35

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 596 456 69 -88.4% -84.9% 38.3 23.0 3.3 -91.4% -85.7% 25

White males 1E1211 Eal 115 23 -85.2% -80.0% 30.9 16.9 3.0 -90.3% -82.2% =WelWhite females 2001 EWE' 77 8 -92.9% -89.6% 24.2 12.1 1.2 -95.0% -90.1%

African American and Other males WIIIIMIll 158 25 -86.2% -84.2% 61.8 45.0 7.8 -87.4% -82.7% MID
Afncan American and Other females EMIEINEM 106 13 -91.2% -87.7% 49.5 34.1 4.0 -91.9% -88.3% WWI

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 282 323 276 -2.1% -14.6% 18.4 17.1 12.6 -31.5% -26.3% 26

White males 2000 =En 89 85 +14.9% -4.5% 15.4 13.6 11.1 -27.9% -18.4% MEM
IIM=01White females 2000 IlMal 65 40 +5.3% -38.5% 8.2 10.4 5.5 -32.9% -47.1%

African American and Other males 2000 =En 90 83 -21.0% -7.8% 35.8 28.4 24.6 -31.3% -13.4% MEI
African American and Other females 2000 i61 79 66 +3.1% -16.5% 21.7 26.7 19.4 -10.6% -27.3% IEM

Grade 3 Math below standards " 2002 609 176 379 -37.8% +115.3% 41.5 9.9 18.4 -55.7% 85.9% 22

White males WITIMErail 41 92 -41.4% +124.4% 32.4 6.4 12.6 -61.1% 96.9% MID
White females .0221MEM 41 81 -34.1% +97.6% 26.5 6.5 11.6 -56.2% 78.5% 21

African American and Other males 2002 =Ian 44 120 -28.6% +172.7% 68.6 18.2 35.0 -49.0% 92.3% MEI
African American and Other females NECCEI 160 50 86 -46.3% +72.0% 59.0 19.2 30.3 -48.6% 57.8% OE=

Grade 3 Reading below standards 2002 443 88 374 -15.6% +325.0% 30.2 5.0 18.2 -39.8% 264.0% 13

White males 110.111111 27 103 -15.6% +281.5% 25.2 4.2 14.1 -44.0% 235.7% 17

White females lirraillIMEI 11 62 +3.3% +463.6% 13.0 1.8 8.9 -31.5% 394.4% alMin=FaAfrican American and Other males 111ti 1111Eill 28 129 -3.7% +360.7% 54.7 12.2 37.6 -31.3% 208.2%

African American and Other females IETZEIlgi 22 80 -37.0% +263.6% 46.7 8.5 28.2 -39.6% 231.8% ORM
Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 334 456 386 +15.6% -15.4% 24.2 '25.9 21.4 -11.6% -17.4% 11

White males 1998 23 115 96 +9.1% -16.5% 19.8 18.9 14.5 -26.8% -23.3% Min
1998 rl 92 75 +44.2% -18.5% 10.6 14.8 11.7 10.4% -20.9% 11131

African American and Other males 1998 Illial 141 105 +1.0% -25.5% 52.0 50.4 48.8 -6.2% -3.2% 11.1111
African American and Other females 1998 106 108 +30.1% +1.9% 39.5 42.9 40.7 3.0% -5.1% 29

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Horry County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education ((continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 915 308 551 -39.8% +78.9% 59.0 18.4 28.7 -51.4% 56.0%

White males 2002 257 78 158 -38.5% +102.6% 48.4 12.6 21.9 -54.8% 73.8%

White females 2002 229 77 129 -43.7% +67.5% 44.9 12.0 19.3 -57.0% 60.8%

African American and Other males 2002 216 61 139 -35.6% +127.9% 84.7 32.1 55.4 -34.6% 72.6%

African American and Other females 2002 211 92 125 -40.8% +35.9% 83.7 40.3 44.8 -46.5% 11.2%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards" 2002 708 234 536 -24.3% +129.1% 45.6 13.9 27.9 -38.8% 100.7%

White males 2002 187 55 174 -7.0% +216.4% 35.1 8.9 24.1 -31.3% 170.8%

White females 2002 137 55 98 -28.5% +78.2% 26.9 8.6 14.7 -45.4% 70.9%

African American and Other males 2002 207 60 141 -31.9% +135.0% 80.5 31.1 56.4 -29.9% 81.4%

Afncan American and Other females 2002 175 64 123 -29.7% +92.2% 69.2 28.1 43.9 -36.6% 56.2%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 489 556 NA +13.7% NA 26.3 27.3 NA 3.8%

White males 1998 NA 167 NA NA NA NA 24.3 20.5 NA -15.6%

White females 1998 NA 89 NA NA NA NA 13.1 16.0 NA 22.1%

Afncan American and Other males 1998 NA 126 NA NA NA NA 53.4 56.2 NA 5.2%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 107 NA NA NA NA 41.1 46.6 NA 13.4%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 658 336 561 -14.7% +67.0% 39.9 23.2 30.0 -24.8% 29.3%

White males 2002 192 87 150 -21.9% +72.4% 30.8 17.2 22.4 -27.3% 30.2%

White females 2002 159 81 146 -8.2% +80.2% 26.6 14.9 21.3 -19.9% 43.0% ii

African American and Other males 2002 152 83 130 -14.5% +56.6% 73.4 46.4 54.4 -25.9% 17.2%

Afncan American and Other females 2002 155 84 121 -21.9% +44.0% 69.5 38.9 51.1 -26.5% 31.4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 285 379 549 +92.9% +45.0% 17.0 20.7 25.9 52.6% 25.1%

White males 2000-02 97 146 218 +125.9% +49.3% 15.8 21.6 28.6 81.1% 32.1%

White females 2000-02 48 114 150 +215.8% +32.2% 8.5 18.1 20.2 137.8% 11.1%

African American and Other males 2000-02 70 68 107 +53.5% +56.9% 28.8 26.0 34.8 20.7% 33.9%

African American and Other females 2000-02 71 51 74 +4.2% +45.1% 27.3 19.4 24.6 -9.9% 26.7%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 3,559 3,721 4,311 +21.1% +15.9% 26.1 24.9 15.8 -39.4% -36.5%

White males NA 1,343 1,451 NA NA NA 24.7 24.3 NA NA NA

White females NA 987 989 NA NA NA 20.1 17.1 NA NA NA

Afncan American and Other males NA 568 654 NA NA NA 36.1 43.5 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 661 627 NA NA NA 38.7 37.6 NA NA NA
. ':-4 y< 4A

7,563

COPOM
+2.2% -1.5%

c'C'-'

Poverty Rate 2000 7,399 7,679 24.2 22.6 18.3 -24.4% -19.0%

White children 2000 2,936 2,885 3,404 +15.9% +18.0% 14.0 11.8 11.5 -17.9% -2.5%

African American and Other children 2000 4,417 4,794 4,159 -5.8% -13.2% 46.7 50.4 35.1 -24.9% -30.4%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 38,036 $ 44,186 $ 50,144 +31.8% +13.5% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 41,012 $ 49,615 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 27,354 $ 24,192 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent lAg3 Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 198 195 157 -20.7% -19.5% 5.5 5.0 3.2 -41.3% -36.0%

White 2001 100 110 100 +0.0% -9.1% 4.0 3.9 2.8 -29.1% -28.2%

African American and Other 2001 98 85 57 -41.8% -32.9% 8.9 8.0 4.6 -48.4% -42.5%

Delinquency 2002 240 247 756 +215.0% +206.1% 4.3 4.1 10.3 140.2% 151.9%

White males 2002 i 130 111 311 +139.2% +180.2% 6.2 4.7 11.5 85.8% 145.1%

White females 2002 54 57 176 +225.9% +208.8% 2.8 3.0 6.7 140.8% 124.8%

African American and Other males 2002 42 60 180 +328.6% +200.0% 5.1 6.6 17.3 239.4% 162.2%

African American and Other females 2002 14 19 89 +535.7% +368.4% 1.7 2.3 9.2 439.7% 298.9%

'Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
"BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Jasper
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 5,541 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 1,996 were White, 3,262
were African-American, and 283 were other races. There were 4,905 children under age 18 in 1990, 5,155 in 1980,
4,944 in 1970, and 5,672 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.8% of the
population in 2000, down from 46.4% in 1960, 41.6% in 1970, and 35.5% in 1980.

In 2000 the 1,825 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.8% of the overall population: 8.2% of Whites and 8.9% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 5.1% of children in the county, with "some other race alone" at 3.5% and 'two or
more races" at 0.9% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 34.5% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 46.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 30 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 8.8% of
all babies born in the county; 6.6% of all White and 10.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 90.0% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 76 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 22.4% of all born in the
county; 22.4% of all White and 22.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 76.3% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

4 88
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 107 babies, 31.7% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
42.1% of White and 23.1% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 57.3% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 45.6% had completed 12
grades (32.9% of Whites and 55.9% of African Americans and Others) and 22.8% had more than a high school degree
(25.0% of Whites and 21.0% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 131

babies, 38.6% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 37.7%
and in 1960 it was 21.7%. In 2001, 15.8% of White children and 57.5% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 51 babies, 15.0% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 182, constituting 53.7% of all babies, 30.3% of White babies,
and 73.1% of African-American and Others.
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20%
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1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA8,0

II Total
&--White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 1,006 marriage licenses were issued, while 29 divorce decrees involving 23 children

were filed. In 1970, only 14 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 1,620 children

lived with only one parent. This was 36.3% of all children, up from 34.8% in 1990, 22.8% in 1980, and 15.4% in 1970. In
2000, 19.7% of White and 47.4% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,
363 or 34.5% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 17.8% of White and 48.4% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.
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Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 61.9% of mothers with children under 6 and 70.5% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 25.8% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:

57.1% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 843 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 74.0% of these are in licensed

programs and 26.0% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 61.7% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 24.2% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewerchildren, 12.3% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 1.8% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 72.50 for centers and $ 77.21 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 0% of centers with
pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-

$8 per hour are 66.7% of centers with pre-school staff and 100% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 66.7% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 66.7% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare

homes, 52.1% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 13% have less than a high

school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 268 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 29.6% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

47.4% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 14.1% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 8.6% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 343 or 6.2% of all children lived with relatives, 108 or 1.9% lived with

non-relatives, 18 or 0.3% were householders or spouses, and 8 or 0.1% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 100 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 27 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 10.3% for physical abuse, 2.6% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 33.3% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 5.1% for medical neglect, 43.6% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 5.1% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 50 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 64.0% were male, 36.0% were female; 54.0% were White, 46.0% were African-American and
Other. By age, 34.0% were ages 0 - 5, 44.0% were ages 6 12, and 22.0% were ages 13 17. In the indicated cases,
32.0% of the children lived in two-parent families, 42.0% in single parent families, 18.0% with unmarried couples, and

8.0% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 8 children lived in foster care. The median age at first placement
in the county is 7.6 years. The ages of children in foster care were 12.5% 0-2, 12.5% 3-5, 37.5% 6-10, .% 11-13, and

37.5% 14 and above. The foster care population is 75.0% males and 25.0% females. Regarding their future, 0.0% were
under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 50.0% for return to a parent or guardian, 0.0% for placement with a
relative, 12.5% for independent living, 37.5% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.73 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.16 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,455 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 640 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 26.5% of all children and youth: 9.7% of Whites and 36.6% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999

80%7
70%.

60%

50%-

40%-

30%-

20%-

10%-

33.5%

19.9%

40.30/i6 0 1989

0 1999z

9-7%

0%
Total White AA&O

Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 33.5%, it was
35.6% in 1979 and 44.9% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 27.2% of children 0 5

(14.6% White, 36.7% African-American and Other), and 25.9% of children 6 - 17 (6.0% White, 36.7% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 21.4% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 46.9% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 14.9% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
61.0% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 3,102 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 1,647 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 792 14.4% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 1,455 26.5% 201 9.7% 1,254 36.6%
Under 125% 1,908 34.8% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 2,292 41.7% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 2,745 50.0% NA NA NA NA
Under 185% 2,899 52.8% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 3,102 56.5% NA NA NA NA
Total Children 5,541 1,996 3,545

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $39,953. In 1989 it was $34,932, and 1979, it
was $34,046, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$21,838 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $48,562 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Jasper County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 3.0%.

Child Support Payments: There were 217' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 25.3 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 332,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 458 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 226. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 127, or 37.5% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 164,

or 48.4% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 74 or 48.7% of Whites and 90 or 48.4% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 4 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 37 or 10.9% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 11.3% of African-American and Other babies and 10.5% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 10 or 1.1% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.4% of White babies and 0.9% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $11,260 and $36,079 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $ 975 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $121,634 for all
low birthweight babies, of which $70,209 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 19.5% from
12.6 to 10.1 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate increased 545.3% from 3.0 to 19.1 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 88.1% from 17.8 to 2.1 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 8 White and 1 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 1 White and
11 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

9
Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 492



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Jasper County went to the emergency room 364 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, White and 4 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 2 White and 7 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 56.9% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 14.8%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 209 to 314 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(

for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were reported cases of children under age 15 and 9 youth ages 15 -
infected with gonorrhea; youth under 15 and 27 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f.

20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 12.1% first smoked by age 11, 19.2% by age 13, and 31.2% by age 15. In a typical
month, 13.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 11.4% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 27.3% of White male and 37.0% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 12.0% of African-American males and 8.9% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (1.5%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(13.7% compared with 1.0% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Jasper County. Respondents
were disproportionately female (55%) and from middle schools.

493



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 554 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 134 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 55 students in grades 1-.12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 2 in

Jasper County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 331 seriously emotionally disturbed 117 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 221 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 516 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 242 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 758 uninsured children in Jasper County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 4 nurses, compared with 2 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Jasper County has increased by 80.8% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 57.2% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$7.4 million.

494



In June 2001, the total number of Jasper County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 3,167. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 72 156 12 20 260
Children 1 - 5 228 636 48 43 955
Children 6 - 14 253 1,125 15 65 1,458
Children 15 = 18 82 401 2 9 494
Total 635 2,318 77 137 3,167

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typicall
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 26.7% for Whites and 22.9% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

96 children not ready 41.4% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

21 children failing 9.0% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

42 children failing 17.3% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

42 children over-age 20.7% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
37 six and seven year olds and 64 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 8.2% and 12.7% of their age groups respectively: 12.8% of White 8 9 year olds were in special education
and 12.7% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 41.4% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 20.7% over age in grade 3, and 12.7% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 55 speech and language impaired, 134 learning disabled, 23 emotionally
disabled, 129 mentally impaired, and 19 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 12.7% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

83 students did not pass all parts 59.3% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Jasper County who did not meet standards declined from 83.3% to 40.2% in math and from
78.8% to 37.4% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 49.7% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 53.5% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 43.8% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 51.9% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 59.5% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 43.3% in 1990 and 48.7% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 72.2%, but in 2002 48.6% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 74.5% in 1999 and 65.7% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 15.3% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 596 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 108 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8

100190

80--/
70

60-'
50

40

20

10-f
0

3rd

Total

8th

.00

-sr-7
3rd 8th

WM

3rd

WF

8th 3rd 8th

AA&OM

3rd 8th

AA&OF

1999

0 2002



Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 54.8 40.0 37.5 59.6 55.8
4 54.1 56.3 43.8 62.2 48.4
5 66.0 63.2 70.0 71.6 61.5
6 69.2 38.5 50.0 76.7 67.5
7 77.9 70.6 52.9 81.7 79.6
8 66.3 54.5 69.2 72.7 61.6

Basic

3 33.0 40.0 50.0 30.3 31.4
4 34.8 12.5 50.0 29.3 40.9
5 27.7 31.6 10.0 22.2 33.3
6 25.0 61.5 41.7 20.4 22.5
7 17.1 23.5 41.2 11.8 16.8
8 27.3 45.5 23.1 20.8 31.4

Proficient

3 8.6 10.0 6.3 8.1 9.3
4 8.7 25.0 6.3 6.1 8.6
5 6.3 5.3 20.0 6.2 5.2
6 5.3 0.0 8.3 1.9 10.0
7 4.6 5.9 5.9 5.4 3.5
8 4.8 0.0 7.7 5.2 4.7

Advanced

3 3.6 10.0 6.3 2.0 3.5
4 2.4 6.3 0.0 2.4 2.2
5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
6 0.5 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0
7 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.0
8 1.6 0.0 0.0 1.3 2.3

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 18.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 506
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 114 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 47.1 38.1 18.8 54.5 45.9
4 43.1 43.8 18.8 48.2 42.6
5 50.7 57.1 20.0 62.2 42.6
6 70.5 66.7 33.3 82.4 61.7
7 65.0 70.6 41.2 73.4 60.7
8 65.1 63.6 53.8 72.7 60.0

Basic

3 35.7 42.9 56.3 32.3 34.1
4 41.6 50.0 62.5 42.2 36.2
5 43.0 33.3 80.0 34.1 48.9
6 20.3 25.0 41.7 13.7 24.7
7 27.9 23.5 35.3 21.3 33.0
8 28.0 36.4 38.5 20.8 31.8

Proficient

3 15.4 19.0 18.8 12.1 17.6
4 15.3 6.3 18.8 9.6 21.3
5 6.3 9.5 0.0 3.7 8.5
6 7.7 8.3 25.0 3.9 9.9
7 6.7 5.9 23.5 4.3 6.3
8 6.5 0.0 0.0 6.5 8.2

Advanced

3 1.8 0.0 6.3 1.0 2.4
4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
6 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.7
7 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.0
8 0.5 0.0 7.7 0.0 0.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

93 students drop out annually 37.8% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 29.9% of 8th graders
failed to graduate" from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 47.1% during 1985-89, and 37.3%
during 1990-94, 39.0% during 1995-97 and 33.1% during 1998-2000*".

During 2001-02, 80.2% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
19.8% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
**

This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
***

2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 499



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 0 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 20
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 31.9% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 33.1% to 77.9%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 6.2% 9.2% 14.7% 8.3% 100.0% 11.0%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 6.3% 9.9% 23.6% 14.0% 47.2% 14.0%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 6.2% 12.5% 19.7% 15.8% 64.1% 14.4%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

33.2% 13.7% 11.0% 9.8% 19.6% 22.7% 4.5% 10.2% 13.1% 14.8% 13.9%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

13.2% 6.9% NA% 9.8% 10.1% 17.8% 3.2% 6.6% 0.0% 10.7% 5.2%

Been in a fight with
someone? 47.9% 19.8% 27.5% 47.8% 37.3% 36.4% 24.5% 19.3% 31.4% 26.2% 28.9%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.7% % 11.1% 20.2% 9.9% 6.0% 18.5% 27.7% 13.4% 0.0% 6.8%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

14.1% 6.9% 16.4% 9.8% 10.3% 11.0% 6.8% 11.4% 9.4% 11.0% 10.2%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

32.6% 27.8% 24.8% NA% 28.3% 13.9% 25.4% 7.9% 27.0% 0.0% 13.7%

Been suspended
from school? 27.2% 13.0% 21.8% 9.8% 27.6% 24.1% 19.2% 15.3% 23.2% 18.1% 20.7%
Stolen anything
worth > $5? 24.1% 19.8% 5.4% 19.7% 21.7% 12.2% 6.7% 9.7% 13.6% 11.4% 12.5%
Had an accident
while driving? NA NA% NA 15.7% NA 6.9% NA 8.9% NA 0.0% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 5.2% 6.9% NA% 9.8% 8.5% 11.8% 1.9% 4.5% 0.0% 7.4% 3.7%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

13.4% 27.4% 27.2% 8.8% 13.2% 14.0% 18.9% 22.8% 17.0% 19.5% 18.3%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

8.1% NA% 11.1% 9.8% 4.0% 6.8% 7.6% 3.1% 6.6% 0.0% 3.3%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 45.0% middle school, 51.6% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 48.7% middle school, 40.7% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 45.8% middle school, 45.4% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 53.2% middle school, 68.3% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 19.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 32.4% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 27.9% had used it in the past month, compared with
22.0% of African-American males; likewise, 35.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 29.9%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 13.9% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 24.5% by age 13, and 50.4% by age 15.

During the previous year, 20.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 22.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 6.5% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 36.4% of eighth
graders and 64.1% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 58.7% of eighth graders and 67.5% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.0% of eighth graders and 51.8% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 6.4% of 7th and gh graders and 13.8% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consume, 6.'
of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 2.6% reported usually 5 or m
drinks. Among high school students, 9.3% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 3.5% 5 or more. Amc
seniors, 5.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 2.2% 5 or more; however 10.2% of seniors said t
they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 7.4% of 7th and 8th graders and 15.2% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille,
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 13.8% of White males, 13.8% WI
females, 19.1% of African-American males, and 6.6% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug 1
at an early age: 3.0% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 9.2% had used a drug by age 13, and 21.0% by
15.

In the past year, 5.4% of all high school students in the county who drive and 3.9% of seniors who drive said that
they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 18.4% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.5% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 56.5% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 23.9% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*

50%7
40%.

30%. 19.1%
13.8% 13.8%

20%. Z
10%.

0%-/-
White Males Af. Amer.Males White Females

6.6%

Af. Amer.
Females

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Jasper County. Respondents
were disproportionately female (55%) and from middle schools.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk B_ ehavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 1 1 th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 23 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 27 in 2000 and 35 in 2001. This represented 6.1% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 5.3% for
Whites and 6.6% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 85.7% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Jasper County has decreased by 6.6%. Over
it has decreased by 19.7% for Whites, and increased by 1.5% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 112 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 9.8% were age 12 or younger, 28.6% were 13 or 14, and 61.6% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 5.5% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 29 juvenile cases constituting 20.0% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 16.9% lived in families with income under $10,000,
69.2% with $10,000-$19,999 and 13.8% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 17.6% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 52.9% lived in a single parent household, 25.0% lived with other relatives, and 4.4% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
84.8% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 59.8% had at least one prior
referral and 22.3% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 1.9% had been referred by the age of 10, 9.6% by the age of 12, and 24.0% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 67 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 7.4% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 27 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 -17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 182 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 14.8% of their age group: 11.6% for White
and 16.1% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 8 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 3 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Jasper County. The 36.3% of
children in single-parent families, 26.5% in poverty, 33.1% not graduating from school, 32.4% of high school students
using alcohol and 15.2% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
77.6% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 46.3% are born to married parents, and 63.7% lived in
two-parent families; 73.5% were not poor and 43.5% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 89.1% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 58.6% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 33.7% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 34.9% for 8th grade reading, 40.7% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 106 grade, and 66.9% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 67.6% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 84.8% do not use drugs, and 88.6% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 17.2% of
3rd graders and 7.0% of 8th graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 12.2% of 3rd graders and 6.4%
of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at
www. scicidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelQogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes@ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Jasper County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent
Most

Recent 1980'
Year

1990
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90- res

199,

0026D
Low Birth Weight 2001

I

34 35 37 8 8% +5.7% 11.0 11.3 10.9 1 3% -3 5% 42

White babies 11101:11.1.13111111131 +300.0% mom2thismalmaramiffiramossmin
African American and Other babies 1E21 MEM IIIINCIIMMEINEZI3111EEE311MEUMIIIMIEBEIMIIIESSINIffillIla

ILess than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 96 127 164 -70 8% =MI 31.2 41.0 48.4 55 1% 18 1% 8

White babies 1271111111EIEDIMINIMEIZECEEE12111:611E1=zumnariffra 99.6% INEMEN111113
African American and Other babies 1/1:311211MIEIZIIIIIKEINIECIIIMIERIIIIIIIIMIIMEIMZINIIIEHOMMISEEI

Infant Mortality 2001 Illiall 9 57 1% -25.0% 2.3 1.3 1.0 -55 8% MM3 38

White babies 111311111111311111111111=X3 +700.0% INIEUM211111111110111167121111EMworn
African American and Other babies 11011.MINIEEIIMMEEIMIIIIIMINCEE3 -90.9% IMEnomismoraiworomozat

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 39 30 30

NEGNIMME1111111111=111101111/1/111
IEZEIMMEININE11111111111:111111MBIETIEZI

23 1% +0.0%

1 00 0%

12.7 9.7 8.8 -30.5% -9.1%

IMBLEINIIIIIBMW1111921M/2111=1121
onnumEamormEramsum

44

1E1E3
White babies

[ African American and Other babies
Births to mothers under 20 2001 83 74 76 -8 4% +2 7% 26.9 23.9 22.4 -16.9% -6.2% IMES

White babies ErritimEINIIIIIIEDIME2INEDIMMISEEKEINIfflifINE/BlINEEInfrill1112121NINIZI
African American and Other babies EMI 11111111111111EMIIM12111111B2IME153

2001 111 74 107 -3.6% +44.6%

11311111111111111111EMEENIIINISIZI
36.0 23.9 31.6 -12.3% 32.4%

IMOILIMOSIINIZZIIIMEIEZIIINZEIDI
INIEBINZEIIIMBEIO - 30.6% WIE1511

31III:
=WIME=

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

White babies WIWI MINH NIMEJIIIIIK011111101211==
ErgsEll163111111tErimonEawfartAfrican American and Other babies

Births to single mothers- 2001 119 139 182 +52.9% +30.9% 38.6 44.8 53.7 39.0% 19 8%

White babies 1161121 MEM 11
WIIII IMBEE111.311MIEE311111Sta3=1311=312111113E111111ESIMIZIMITEILI

MILE111=1111111EXIMENMESEEI MKS
African American and Other babies

;Children in single parent families 2000 1,036 1,386 1,620 56 4% +16 9% 22.8 34.8 36.3 59.4% 4.4% 38

White 2000 IMMEIEINEREXIMIIIIIECIMMIII111533M3121111110=1111WEEI3=1321 MID
African American and Other 2000 11111ZEIMIEJIMIZJIMETIMMI =zninktiawrilammeniztmom

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 178 131 96 -46 1% -26 7% 62.5 42.4 41.4 -33.8% -2.4% 46

White males NEM 1111110111011ES 51WHISIZNIffriffri111E313=21111111E11 1 1% INE1011111113
White females 1011MNIMIN/MIIIIEIME1311111111121MIIMIIIIIIIMIEMIIMEIMIZE133ENID

WMIXII
45

African American and Other males WEMMEECINIMIIIIIIIMMEIGIIIIIISEE3KaliMEIINNIII1MMIE1753111111121
NIMINIIIEEKINCESIIMEHEII=Ela
NIIIIIIIIIIIIIIENAMIEUM753African American and Other females

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 88 69 39 -55.7% -43.5% 33.4 25.2 16.5 -50.6% - 34.5% 44

White males 2000 INE111:11111111111EINIMIIIIMIIIIMEIIINEICIIIIIEEIMMENCEIMEE1MEI
White females 2000 MEDI

MIMISIIIIIME111111131111G3121111EMIirili1111121111111111KM1111=11WEI
1111=1111111111113i13111/173101121

IMINE1111111111Eantim -80 0% M11031111121111112111KEIIMIESZINIM31

IMIllaNnifill1=1:111MELMOINIED=EllAfrican American and Other males 2000
African American and Other females 2000

Grade 3 Math below standards "" 2002 165 66 121 -26.7% +83.3% 63.7 28.7 54.8 -14.0% 90.9% 46

White males WICEMEMEIIIIIIIIIEIEDAM= ill1111111111131111113E3
8 MIESE01111=3

+100.0%
MUD=MINIM=Eamorintrammult

37.5 MMIRIIIMECEMiEll
MEE]

White females
African American and Other males .1111=1101 32 11MIMEIMEINICIIVIINEEIMaril=01:11111111=3M17121MID
African American and Other females 117171131111111111W31111MIREENZI INE:16111111/M11111E111111301111E11113 IMO

Grade 3 Reading below standards "' 2002 160 84 104 -35.0% 23 8% 61.5 36.5 47.1 23.4%

IMIBIZIMIZEISINIMI
29.0% 46

White males VEDA RIME1111111111111111111111 -63.6% =EEOsirgamErn 38.1
White females KEZMINI1113111111MEIIMEN3111E1511

1111211NialIMZIMIIIMME111111111E11111WEINIIIMMIZEIMIISTO111111:21501111:11
INEICINE11111111111INIMIZINIERE21 REIM

African American and Other males
African American and Other females 1101112111111111011111MIEDINIECIIIIIMBEF3111110111111FROMM1111031111111E321 45

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 81 134 101 24 7% -24.6% 43.8 51.9 49.5 13.0% -4.6% 40

White males 1998 MEM 7 13RIE0111115111121 28.0 ME1111111/12 129.6% WEE11111111FE
White females 1998 Emil 4 MEM - 88.9% 1.5733111:IICIIIIIDEMINIEMINIZE311112121 NINO
African American and Other males 1998 MIIIIKIIIIIMINIIIIEJIMEREIINIEEKEI 60.0 1111171:1111012=11111111111MEEI 41

African American and Other females 1998 IIMIEMIE111111111:1MEN3MigliwzismounwrginsErfammoro 26

`Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

ti'

Page 17

EST COPY AVAILABLE

504



Jasper County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators

Most
Recent Yea

1980

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 214
White males 2002 15

White females 2002 17

African American and Other males 2002 88
African American and Other females 2002 94

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 204
White males 2002 15

White females 2002 21

African American and Other males 2002 84

African American and Other females 2002 84

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA

White males 1998 NA

White females 1998 NA

African American and Other males 1998 NA

African American and Other females 1998 NA

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 119

White males 2002 5

White females 2002 3

African American and Other males 2002 58
African American and Other females 2002 53

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 84

White males 2000-02 24

White females 2000-02 19

African American and Other males 2000-02 24

African American and Other females 2000-02 18

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 651

White males NA 161

White females NA 127

African American and Other males NA 176

African American and Other females NA 187

Poverty Rate 2000 1,798

White children 2000 309
African American and Other children 2000 1,489

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 1, $ 34,046
White families 2000 $ 44,396
African American and Other families 2000 $ 25,248

Number

1990*

72

9

26
36
67

3
9

27
28

106
7

2
60
37

70

2
2

30
36

103

15

25
37
27

559

185
81

138

Education continued
Percent

Most
Percent Percent

Recent
Change 80- Change 90- 1980

pres pres

124

6
9

56
53

121

7
7

56
51

104
NA
NA
NA
NA

-42.1%
-60.0%
-47.1%
-36.4%
-43.6%
-40.7%
-53.3%
-66.7%
-33.3%
-39.3%

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

+72.2% 83.3
+500.0% 57.7

+0.0% 65.4
+115.4% 88.9

+47.2% 88.7
+80.6% 78.8

+133.3% 57.7
-22.2% 72.4

+107.4% 85.7
+82.1% 79.2

-1.9% NA
NA NA
NA NA
NA NA
NA NA

1990

40.2
7./

56.2
38.8
43.9
37.4
21.4
56.2
40.3
34.1
43.3

35
12.5
51.3
40.7

Most
Recent

66.3
54.5
69.2
72.7
61.6
65.1
63.6
53.8
72.7
60.0
47.5
40.0
28.6
53.5
44.4

Percent Percent
Change 80- Change 90-

pres pres

-20.4%
-5.5%
5.8%

-18.2%
-30.6%
-17.4%
10.2%

-25.7%
-15.2%
-24.2%

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

64.9%
667.6%

23.1%
87.4%
40.3%
74.1%

197.2%
-4.3%
80.4%
76.0%

9.7%
14.3%

128.8%
4.3%
9.1%

19

83

7

3

34
39

93

19

15

30
28

976

NA
NA
NA

155 NA

1,654
324

1,330
$ 34,932
$ 39,777
$ 30,925

-30.3%

+40.0%
+0.0%

-41.4%
-26.4%

+10.3%

-17.7%
-17.1%
+23.6%
+57.4%

+49.9%

NA
NA
NA
NA

+18.6% 68.0

+50.0% 21.4
+13.3% 73.4

+8.3% 71.6

-9.6% 34.9

+33.34, 74.6
-37.4% 84.1

-18.7% 24.9
+4.9% 19.8

+74.6% 37.0

NA 45.2
NA 31.8
NA 38.4
NA 34.3

58.3

100.0
40.0
58.8
59.0

44.6

67.4
77.8
41.5
30.3

41.5

66.1
33.2
39.3
32.8

1,455 -19.1% -12.0% 35.6 33.5
201

1,254
$ 39,953

NA
NA

-35.0%
-15.8%
+17.3%

NA
NA

-38.0% 17.3
-5.7% 45.7

+14.4% NA
NA NA
NA NA

19.9
40.3

NA

59.3

63.6
60.0
59.6
58.2

37.8

79.5
85.2
30.5
26.8

-12.8%

1.8%
180.4%
-18.8%
-18.7%

31.9

NA
NA
NA
NA

26.5
9.7

36.6
NA

8.2%

6.5%
1.3%

22.6%
35.6%

-13.9%

NA
NA
NA
NA

-25.6%
-43.9%
-19.9%

NA

1.7%

-36.4%
50.0%

1.4%
-1.4%

-15.2%

17.8%
9.5%

-26.5%
-11.6%

-23.2%

NA
NA
NA
NA

-20.9%
-5/.3%

-9.1%

NA
NA

NA
NA

NA
NA

NA
NA
NA

Adolescent G2623, Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 42 42 35 -16.7% -16.7% 6.8 8.4 6.1 -9.9% -27.4%

White 2001 10 8 10 +0.0% +25.0% 4.8 4.7 5.3 11.3% 12.8%

African American and Other 2001 410 34 25 -93.9% -26.5% 7.8 10.3 6.6 -15.4% -35.9%

Delinquency 2002 42 28 67 +59.5% +139.3% 4.8 3.8 7.4 55.1% 95.9%

White males 2002 17 4 13 -23.5% +225.0% 10.7 2.9 8.1 -24.1% 180.2%

White females 2002 9 4 5 -44.4% +25.0% 6.1 3.1 3.6 -41.5% 15.2%

African American and Other males 2002 10 15 37 +270.0% +146.7% 3.7 6.4 11.6 212.5% 80.7%

African American and Other females 2002 6 5 12 +100.0% +140.0% 2.0 2.1 4.3 114.3% 104.1%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 13,750 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 9,209 were White, 4,144
were African-American, and 397 were other races. There were 11,811 children under age 18 in 1990, 12,260 in 1980,

13,377 in 1970, and 15,024 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.1% of the

population in 2000, down from 44.7% in 1960, 38.5% in 1970, and 31.4% in 1980.
In 2000 the 4,134 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.9% of the overall population: 7.5% of Whites and 8.2% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.9% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.4% and "some other
race alone" at 0.9% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 33.7% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 50.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 43 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.2% of
all babies born in the county; 5.2% of all White and 8.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 76.7% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 112 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 16.1% of all born in the
county; 13.0% of all White and 23.3% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 63.4% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 146 babies, 21.1% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
20.1% of White and 23.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 43.9% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 36.4% had completed 12
grades (35.4% of Whites and 38.6% of African Americans and Others) and 42.6% had more than a high school degree
(44.5% of Whites and 38.1% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers: Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 152

babies, 21.9% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 28.6%
and in 1960 it was 11.4%. In 2001, 11.8% of White children and 45.2% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 75 babies, 10.8% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 227, constituting 32.7% of all babies, 20.0% of White babies,
and 61.9% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

4 AA&O
0 Total
A-- White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 406 marriage licenses were issued, while 239 divorce decrees involving 205 children
were filed. In 1970, only 99 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 3,238 children
lived with only one parent. This was 27.2% of all children, up from 19.5% in 1990, 17.1% in 1980, and 13.0% in 1970. In
2000, 18.5% of White and 48.2% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,
803 or 25.1% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 15.9% of White and 50.7% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0°/0

1970 1980 1990 2000

AA8,0

Total

-A-- White
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 70.6% of mothers with children under 6 and 76.5% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 36.5% of rmthers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
68.9% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 960 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 84.8% of these are in licensed
programs and 15.2% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 84.8% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 10.0% are in registered cr licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 0.0% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 5.2% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 75.69 for centers and $ 62.25 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 25% of centers with
pre-school staff and 40% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 66.7% of centers with pre-school staff and 60% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 33.3% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 58.3% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 60% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 20% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 451 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 39.2% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
57.0% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 22.3% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 5.8% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 519 or 3.8% of all children lived with relatives, 225 or 1.6% lived with
non-relatives, 22 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 25 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 329 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 58 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 9.3% for physical abuse, 11.1% for sexual abuse, 1.9% for mental
injury, 11.1% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 5.6% for medical neglect, 59.3% for threat of harm for
physicaUsexual abuse, and 1.9% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 96 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 51.0% were male, 49.0% were female; 62.5% were White, 37.5% were African-American and
Other. By age, 30.1% were ages 0 - 5, 45.2% were ages 6 - 12, and 24.7% were ages 13 17. In the indicated cases,
46.9% of the children lived in two-parent families, 38.5% in single parent families, 13.5% with unmarried couples, and
1.0% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 53 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 7.3 years. The ages of children in foster care were 15.1% 0-2, 20.8% 3-5, 15.1% 6-10, 9.4%
11-13, and 39.6% 14 and above. The foster care population is 52.8% males and 47.2% females. Regarding their future,
9.4% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 43.4% for return to a parent or guardian, 18.9% for placement
with a relative, 18.9% for independent living, 9.4% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.83 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.24 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becones available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 2,337 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 1,047 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 17.2% of all children and youth: 10.3% of Whites and 31.7% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999

80%-7
70%-

60% 1989
50%- 34.8°/51.7% 0 1999
40%- /
30%- 16.5%17.2%

20%.
7.2%10.3°A

10%

0% /- 77-1
Total White AA&O

Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 16.5%, it was
19.3% in 1979 and 27.1% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 19.3% of children 0 - 5
(12.5% White, 36.2% African-American and Other), and 16.2% of children 6 - 17 (8.9% White, 30.3% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 14.1% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 39.4% of children in single- parent families lived in
poverty, but only 7.2% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
50.0% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 5,509 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 3,172 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 856 6.3% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 2,337 17.2% 947 10.3% 1,390 31.7%

Under 125% 3,021 22.2% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 3,997 29.4% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 4,595 33.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 4,958 36.5% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 5,509 40.6% NA NA NA NA
Total Children 13,750 9,209 4,541

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $48,920. In 1989 it was $45,606, and 1979, it
was $43,682, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single- parent families with children was
$23,854 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $59,239 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Kershaw County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 0.1%.

Child Support Payments: There were 85' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 30.6 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 282,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 921 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 237. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 142, or 20.5% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 181,

or 26.1% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 105 or 21.7% of Whites and 76 or 36.2% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 7 women received no prenatal care at all.
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Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 77 or 11.1% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 13.3% of African-American and Other babies and 10.1% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 53 or 2.5% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 2.0% of White babies and 3.7% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $16,541 and $93,695 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,504 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,862,709 for
all low birthweight babies, of which $1,321,400 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 36.8% from
11.1 to 7.0 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate increased 2.6% from 7.1 to 7.3 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 65.0% from 18.3 to 6.4 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 11 White and 4 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 9 White and
13 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 510



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Kershaw County went to the emergency room 1,671 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 6 White and 2 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 5 White and 9 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 40.6% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 8.3%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse o irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thr,
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 526 to 788 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were reported cases of children under age 15 and 18 youth ages 1 f.
19 infected with gonorrhea; 2 youth under 15 and 85 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,375 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 612 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 265 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 14 in
Kershaw County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 873 seriously emotionally disturbed 917 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 582 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 916 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 818 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,734 uninsured children in Kershaw County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 13 nurses, compared with 7 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Kershaw County has increased by 84.7% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 36.0% of all children in that age tinge. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$11.6 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Kershaw County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 4,952.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 212 171 17 6 406
Children 1 - 5 750 577 22 58 1,407
Children 6 - 14 1,060 1,146 20 85 2,311
Children 15 - 18 355 456 5 12 828
Total 2,377 2,350 64 161 4,952

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requi:
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, an
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 38.0% for Whites and 43.1% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

53 children not ready 7.8% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

53 children failing 7.3% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

117 children failing 15.7% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

102 children over-age 15.1% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
170 six and seven year olds and 188 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 11.5% and 12.3% of their age groups respectively: 12.5% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 11.9% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 7.8% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 15.1% over age in grade 3, and 12.3% of eight and nine year-olds
placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 265 speech and language impaired, 612 learning disabled, 62 emotionally
disabled, 147 mentally impaired, and 77 physically landicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 12.0% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

242 students did not pass all parts 38.7% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Kershaw County who did not meet standards declined from 45% to 22.4% in math and from
44.1% to 21.2% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 33.5% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 31.7% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 20.9% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 29.7% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 31.9% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 29.8% in 1990 and 28.4% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 46 grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 39.6%, but in 2002 19.2% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 43.4% in 1999 and 35.1% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 35.0% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 783 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 422 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 22.4 16.7 18.9 39.5 23.9
4 21.0 10.5 15.2 38.2 35.8
5 22.9 20.7 17.1 32.8 27.8
6 26.3 19.2 15.0 41.5 42.6
7 40.4 34.1 29.9 52.7 56.3
8 40.8 33.2 31.1 57.4 53.6

Basic

3 43.8 43.9 39.0 41.9 54.9
4 39.3 41.8 31.9 43.6 44.0
5 40.8 39.4 40.0 38.1 47.6
6 44.1 41.5 49.0 40.8 43.6
7 34.1 31.3 38.5 35.7 30.6
8 42.1 47.5 44.3 34.6 36.8

Proficient

3 20.7 21.6 25.4 13.7 16.8

4 23.5 24.1 32.4 12.7 16.5

5 20.6 21.2 22.0 22.4 15.1

6 20.2 24.4 25.5 13.1 10.9
7 14.9 18.5 18.6 8.5 9.0
8 13.3 14.3 19.3 5.9 8.8

Advanced

3 13.2 17.8 16.7 4.8 4.4
4 16.2 23.6 20.6 5.5 3.7
5 15.7 18.7 20.8 6.7 9.5
6 9.5 15.0 10.5 4.6 3.0
7 10.6 16.1 13.1 3.1 4.2
8 3.8 5.1 5.3 2.2 0.8

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 40.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 596
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 408 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

1999

0 2002

0
3rd

Total

8th 3rd

WM

8th 3rd 8th

WF

3rd

AA&OM

8th 3rd

AA&OF

I 8th



Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 19.1 16.0 13.6 33.1 22.1
4 17.4 13.2 9.8 32.4 24.8
5 22.2 20.4 13.5 33.6 30.2
6 25.8 21.8 12.6 46.6 32.7
7 24.5 25.3 10.9 38.8 31.3
8 29.4 26.7 14.0 49.6 40.0

Basic

3 39.6 40.7 33.3 43.5 45.1

4 45.4 46.4 39.0 47.7 53.2
5 50.4 54.2 45.9 51.5 50.8
6 36.1 36.3 31.3 35.1 46.5
7 45.4 40.6 39.8 53.5 54.9
8 40.6 45.2 34.2 40.1 44.8

Proficient

3 37.4 39.5 45.6 23.4 31.0

4 33.5 36.4 44.9 18.9 21.1

5 25.9 25.0 37.3 14.9 17.5

6 30.2 32.6 42.9 17.6 16.8

7 26.1 30.5 40.7 7.8 12.5
8 24.0 25.3 38.2 8.8 12.8

Advanced

3 4.0 3.8 7.5 0.0 1.8

4 3.7 4.1 6.3 0.9 0.9
5 1.5 0.4 3.3 0.0 1.6

6 7.9 9.3 13.1 0.8 4.0
7 4.0 3.6 8.6 0.0 1.4

8 5.9 2.8 13.6 1.5 2.4

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

290 students drop out annually 35.8% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 21.1% of 8th graders
failed to graduate- from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 23.4% during 1985-89, and 22.4%
during 1990-94, 21.3% during 1995-97 and 27.9% during 1998 - 2000 ".

During 2001-02, 97.5% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
2.5% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 5.17



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 19 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 96

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 19.9% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 17.4% to 42.6%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

5.18



Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ille:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by ;

15.

In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that
they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*

500/0.///1

40%-

30%

20%.

10%.

20.1%
17.1% 16.4%

z
0%

White Males Af. Amer.Males White Females

8.3%

Af. Amer.
Females

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Kershaw County data, for 1992-93, is available on the
Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 64 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 75 in 2000 and 56 in 2001. This represented 3.7% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 3.2% for
Whites and 4.5% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 76.8% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Kershaw County has decreased by 12.5
Overall, it has decreased by 13.5% for Whites, and decreased by 16.7% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 226 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 19.0% were age 12 or younger, 29.2% were 13 or 14, and 51.8% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 7.6% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 58 juvenile cases constituting 20.1% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 16.1% lived in families with income under $10,000,
41.9% with $10,000-$19,999 and 41.9% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 21.9% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 53.1% lived in a single parent household, 20.8% lived with other relatives, and 4.2% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
23.4% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 46.0% had at least one prior
referral and 12.8% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 3.4% had been referred by the age of 10, 9.0% by the age of 12, and 21.5% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 117 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 5.1% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 20 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 327 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 11.9% of their age group: 11.2% for White
and 13.1% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a Thous failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 15 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 6 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-
year period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Kershaw County. The 27.2%
of children in single-parent families, 17.2% in poverty, 27.9% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
83.9% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 67.3% are born to married parents, and 72.8% lived in
two-parent families; 82.8% were not poor and 59.4% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 88.9% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 92.2% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 59.2% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 70.6% for 8th grade reading, 61.3% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 72.1% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 41.4% of
3rd graders and 29.9% of graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 33.9% of 3th graders and
17.1% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Siite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscountorg.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes@ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Kershaw County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

1

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 Rank 199,

COGda
Low Birth Weight 2001 49 74 77 +57.1% +4.1% 8.0 11.3 11.1 39.1% -1.5% EIMMIME=ZIECrii.=EaMMEI

African American and Other babies Eg1=Eal!Fla 49
28

+226.7% +25.6% 4.1 9.5 10.1 146.3% 6.2% =En
-17.6% -20.0% 13.6 14.2 13.3 -2.0% -5.9%

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 148 224 181 -22.3% -19.2% 24.1 34.1 26.1 8.3% -23.4% 2

MZEREWErrilM3111=ErEIMIEMIIMS1111 18.1 26.6 21.7 19.9% '18.4% MEM
African American and Other babies Ramimainazimeriammus 32.8 46.6 36.2 10.3% -22.3% Il

Infant Mortality 2001 26 22 15 -42.3% -31.8% 1.4 1.1 0.7 -49.1% -36.8% 71.33TEICIMUEEMEEEMENEO 1.1 0.7 0.7 -36.7% 2.6% =Ma
African American and Other babies 2001 13 Clil 4 -69.2% -69.2% 1.7 1.8 0.6 -62.8% -65.0% alil

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 42 36 43 +2A% +19.4% 6.8 5.5 6.2 -9.4% 13.2% 8

White babies Wrillii13 25 +78.6% +31.6% 3.8 4.6 5.2 35.2% 12.2% =WI
Afncan American and Other babies rallEIEltIM162151Maill 11.2 6.9 8.6 -23.5% 24.5% lEll

Births to mothers under 20 2001 107 106 112 +4.7% +5.7% 17.4 16.1 16.1 -7.6% -0.2% 5

White babies 2001 ff:j35EIMEDEEMEMI 13.2 15.1 13.0 -1.4% -14.0% 10

African American and Other babies 2001 immafri 49 -16.9% -11.4% 23.6 17.8 23.3 -1.1% 31.0% MIMI
Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 181 138 146 -19.3% +5.8% 29.5 21.0 21.0 -28.8% 0.0 %' 7

White babies WrIMWEIMI 97 +4.3% +2.1% 25.5 23.2 20.0 -21.7% -13.7% lal
African American and Other babies 11:711MMIliliE=MIXIMMEM 35.2 17.4 23.3 -33.7% 34.0% 11

Births to single mothers *** 2001 118 200 227 +92.4% +13.5% 19.2 30.4 32.7 70.2% 7.4% 8

White babies frailMOO t'i 97 +385.0% +94.0% 5.5 12.2 20.0 264.0% 64.0%1113
African American and Other babies EINI=1:3EIMIlilEIME1121=1511 39.2 60.7 61.9 57.9% 1.9% ...M

Children in single parent families 2000 1,937 1,974 3,238 +67.2% +64.0% 17.1 19.5 27.2 58.8% 39.3% 14

[ White 2000 MMEMEECI 1,559 +95.9% +69.6% 10.1 12.9 18.5 83.0% 43.2% MINI
African American and Other 2000 j 1,136 =X;12 1,679 +47.8% +60.8% 30.3 35.3 48.2 59.0% 36.4% ,171

53 -75 1%

- .:gclUPatOn.
-58.3% 33.5 17.2 7.8 -76.7% -54.7% 13Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 213 127MOIMMEECIMIIII=31 16 -77.1% -59.0% 31.7 16.7 7.9 -75.1% -52.7%

White females WarganiErli 9 -75.0% -43.8% 18.3 7.7 4.2 -77.0% -45.5%

African American and Other males EUBMEZIMIIMESEIMEM 51.8 27.3 12.5 -75.9% -54.2%
I. 16

African American and Other females trillaMMEIMI=MEIMilIZEIMEREI 46.7 20.3 9.0 -80.7% -55.7% 24

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 81 59 114 +40.7% +93.2% 13.2 8.2 15.9 20.5% 93.9% 10

White males 2000 mEtion 33 +10.0% +32.0% 13.8 10.7 13.4 -2.9% 25.2%

White females 2000 24 +50.0% +200.0% 8.1 3.7 10.5 29.6% 183.8%

African American and Other males 2000 MEI 15 38 +58.3% +153.3% 22.9 11.3 28.4 24.0% 151.3% 19

African American and Other females 2000 Ell!I 19 +72.7% +90.0% 11.0 7.2 16.4 49.1% 127.8%

i Grade 3 Math below standards** 2002 235 105 163 -30.6% +55.2% 36.6 15.8 22.4 -38.8% 41.8% 15

White males 2002 :1,1=WEIMIIMEMBEEMI 29.1 12.7 16,7 -42.6% 31.5%

White females ErfZI31 43 -28.3% +79.2% 28.7 10.8 18.9 -34.1% 75.0% 27

African American and Other males trZ11.1.311E1 49 -3.9% +63.3% 54.8 25.6 39.5 -27.9% 54.3%IMIS=EZEffirEIZIEll
Grade 3 Reading below standards- 2002 178 70

27 -51.8% +3.8% 54.4 20.5 23.9 -56.1% 16.6%

139 -21.9% +98.6% 27.6 10.6 19.1 -30.8% 80.2% 10

White males IETEME10111 42 -32,3% +180.0% 26.4 7.6 16.0 -39.4% 110.5% 20

White females WaZifila 31 +19.2% +106.7% 12.4 6.8 13.6 9.7% 100.0% EMil
African American and Other males IIITEMZEla 41 -19.6% +64.0% 54.3 21.6 33.1 -39.0% 53.2% 19

African American and Other females WCZIM=63 25 -35.9% +66.7% 37.9 11.9 22.1 -41.7% 85.7% MED
Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 120 199 146 +21.7% -26.6% 20.9 29.7 21.7 3.8% -26.9% 6

White males 1998 ffl 69 41 +0.0% -40.6% 20.4 31.1 19.9 -2.5% -36.0% 14

White females 1998 43 32 +68.4% -25.6% 10.2 19.6 13.7 34.3% -30.1% 9

African American and Other males 1998 El 50 43 +43.3% -14.0% 36.6 50.0 35.9 -1.9% -28.2% 3

African American and Other females 1998 1A 37 30 +11. /% -18.9% 29.7 28.9 28.0 -5.7% -3.1%

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Kershaw County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education ((continued

;

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 283 146 288 +1.8% +97.3% 45.0 22.4 40.8 -9.3% %t

White males 2002 64 34 72 +12.5% +111.8% 31.7 14.9 33.2 4.7% 122.8%

White females 2002 64 37 71 +10.9% +91.9% 33.3 16.5 31.1 -6.6% 88.5%
African American and Other males 2002 74 36 78 +5.4% +116.7% 67.9 38.3 57.4 -15.5% 49.9%

African American and Other females 2002 78 38 67 -14.1% +76.3% 63.9 36.5 53.6 -16.1% 46.8%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 279 138 208 -25.4% +50.7% 44.1 21.2 29.4 -33.3% 38.7%

White males 2002 75 48 58 -22.7% +20.8% 36.8 21.0 26.7 -27.4% 27.1%

White females 2002 52 24 32 -38.5% +33.3% 26.9 10.7 14.0 -48.0% 30.8%

African American and Other males 2002 75 34 68 -9.3% +100.0% 68.2 36.2 49.6 -27.3% 37.0%

African American and Other females 2002 74 31 50 -32.4% +61.3% 60.7 29.8 40.0 -34.1% 34.2%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 199 246 NA +23.6% NA 29.8 31.1 NA 4.4%

White males 1998 NA 85 NA NA NA NA 32.2 27.9 NA -13.4%

White females 1998 NA 37 NA NA NA NA 17.4 13.9 NA -20.1%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 39 NA NA NA NA 41.5 53.4 NA 28.7%

African American and Other females 1998 I NA 38 NA NA NA NA 40 40.7 NA 1.8%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 217 172 242 +11.5% +40.7% 35.6 28.2 38.7 8.7% 37.2%

White males 20021 60 50 58 -3.3% +16.0% 27.3 21.3 29.6 8.4% 39.0%

White females 2002 62 40 48 -22.6% +20.0% 26.6 19.9 24.5 -7.9% 23.1%

African American and Other males 2002 40 42 52 +30.0% +23.8% 65.6 53.8 61.2 -6.7% 13.8%

African American and Other females 2002 54 40 59 +9.3% +47.5% 56.8 42.6 48.8 -14.1% 14.6%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 68 165 290 +330.1% +76.0% 9.9 22.6 35.8 262.1% 58.6%

White males 2000-02 22 68 100 +356.1% +48.6% 9.7 25.1 38.3 296.0% 52.3%

White females 2000-02 21 58 67 +226.8% +16.5% 9.6 24.4 27.4 186.9% 12.5%

African American and Other males 2000-02 21 25 76 +261.9% +210.2% 16.3 21.1 49.0 201.2% 132.2%

African American and Other females 2000-02 4 16 47 +1075.0% +203.2% 3.7 14.2 31.6 765.4% 123.3%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 1,435 1,058 1,282 -10.7 % +21. 2% 31.7 28.6 19.9 -37.3 % -30.5%

White males NA 516 414 NA NA NA 35.4 32.0 NA NA NA

White females NA 418 280 NA NA NA 28.9 22.3 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 234 222 NA NA NA 31.2 42.7 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 267 142 NA NA NA 30.6 22.8 NA NA NA

__ _ Ec nom es
19.3 16.5

- -,___. _,
Poverty Rate 2000 2,337 1,891 2,337 +0.0% +23.6% 17.2 -10.9% 4.2%

White children 2000 813 549 947 +16.5% +72.5% 10.5 7.2 10.3 -1.9% 43.1%

African American and Other children 2000 1,524 1,342 1,390 -8.8% +3.6% 35.0 34.8 31.7 -9.5% -9.0%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 43,682 $ 45,606 $ 48,920 +12.0% +7.3% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 45,303 $ 50,709 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 39,589 $ 33,016 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Glge3 Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 66 53 56 -15.2% +5.7% 4.5 4.1 3.7 -17.0% -9.8%

White 2001 29 33 32 +10.3% -3.0% 3.2 3.8 3.2 -0.6% -15.8%

African American and Other 2001 37 20 23 -37.8% +15.0% 6.4 4.8 4.5 -29.5% -6.3%

Delinquency 2002 41 100 117 +185.4% +17.0% 1.9 4.8 5.1 168.9% 6.4%

White males 2002 17 43 48 +182.4% +11.6% 2.5 6.3 6.3 152.6% 0.3%

White females 2002 6 16 24 +300.0% +50.0% 0.9 2.2 3.3 265.3% 49.4%

African American and Other males 2002 11 28 32 +190.9% +14.3% 2.8 7.9 7.8 178.7% -1.2%

African American and Other females 2002 7 13 13 +85.7% +0.0% 1.6 3.7 3.3 103.1% -12.2%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 15,595 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 10,100 were White, 5,075
were African-American, and 420 were other races. There were 14,645 children under age 18 in 1990, 16,616 in 1980,
16,231 in 1970, and 16,646 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.4% of the
population in 2000, down from 42.3% in 1960, 37.5% in 1970, and 31.1% in 1980.

In 2000 the 4,876 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.9% of the overall population: 7.4% of Whites and 8.9% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.7% of children in the county, with two or more races" at 1.4% and "some other
race alone" at 0.8% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 33.4% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 50.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers: In 2001, 50 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.2% of
all babies born in the county; 4.6% of all White and 9.9% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 92.0% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 133 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 16.5% of all born in the
county; 13.9% of all White and 22.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 88.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 205 babies, 25.5% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
24.8% of White and 27.2% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 51.0% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 37.2% had completed 12
grades (33.9% of Whites and 44.9% of African Americans and Others) and 37.2% had more than a high school degree
(41.3% of Whites and 28.0% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 218
babies, 27.1% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 28.6%
and in 1960 it was 9.5%. In 2001, 15.3% of White children and 54.3% of African-American and Other children were born
to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 137 babies, 17.0% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 355, constituting 44.2% of all babies, 29.1% of White babies,
and 79.0% of African-American and Others.

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

AA&O

al-- Total

A White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 542 marriage licenses were issued, while 216 divorce decrees involving 196 children
were filed. In 1970, only 124 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 4,429 children
lived with only one parent. This was 32.9% of all children, up from 25.8% in 1990, 15.6% in 1980, and 11.3% in 1970. In
2000, 20.0% of White and 60.5% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
1,174 or 33.1% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 18.8% of White and 66.6% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

1970 1980 1990 2000

4--- AA&O

Total

AWhite

525



Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family fmancial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 73.3% of mothers with children under 6 and 77.9% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 50.5% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
69.9% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 1,851 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 97.2% of these are in licensed
programs and 2.8% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 97.2% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 2.2% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 0.0% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.5% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 79.09 for centers and $ 61.67 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 23.1% of centers with
pre-school staff and 28.6% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per lour are 69.2% of centers with pre-school staff and 42.9% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 53.8% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 71.4% of centers most assistants have
only a high school degree. In 61.5% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 85.8% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 42.9% have less
than a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 583 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 26.4% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
48.5% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 12.8% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 8.0% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 889 or 5.7% of all children lived with relatives, 302 or 1.9% lived with
non-relatives, 14 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 38 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 489 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 130 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 13.5% for physical abuse, 4.0% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 24.6% for physical neglect, 6.3% for educational neglect, 3.2% for medical neglect, 46.8% for threat of harm for
physicaUsexual abuse, and 1.6% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 213 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 48.6% were male, 51.4% were female; 53.5% were White, 46.5% were African-American and
Other. By age, 40.4% were ages 0 - 5, 38.9% were ages 6 12, and 20.7% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
34.7% of the children lived in two-parent families, 42.3% in single parent families, 17.8% with unmarried couples, and
5.2% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 87 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 7.8 years. The ages of children in foster care were 11.5% 0-2, 8.1% 3-5, 21.8% 6-10, 24.1%
11-13, and 34.5% 14 and above. The foster care population is 42.5% males and 57.5% females. Regarding their future,
24.1% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 33.3% for return to a parent or guardian, 2.3% for placement
with a relative, 19.5% for independent living, 20.7% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.93 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.36 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 2,587 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 1,245 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 16.9% of all children and youth: 9.3% of Whites and 31.4% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 21.1%, it was
13.4% in 1979 and 18.8% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 17.0% of children 0 - 5
(9.8% White, 31.9% African-American and Other), and 16.3% of children 6 - 17 (8.4% White, 30.4% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 15.8% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 35.4% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 5.6% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
63.4% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 7,172 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 4,585 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,343 8.8% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 2,587 16.9% 925 9.3% 1,662 31.4%
Under 125% 3,859 25.3% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 5,071 33.2% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 6,065 39.7% NA NA NA NA
Under 185% 6,598 43.2% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 7,172 47.0% NA NA NA NA
Total Children 15,595 10,100 5,495

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.

527



Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $44,749. In 1989 it was $44,267, and 1979, it
was $42,835, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$22,347 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $55,893 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Lancaster County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.6%.

Child Support Payments: There were 466' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 21.0 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 274,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 1,074 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 195. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 73, or 9.1% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 95, or
11.8% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 56 or 10.0% of Whites and 39 or 16.0% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 2 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 85 or 10.6% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 15.2% of African-American and Other babies and 8.6% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 56 or 2.3% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.9% of White babies and 3.0% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $9,334 and $44,300 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $2,341 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $587,410 for all
low birthweight babies, of which $349,660 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 7.5% from
12.0 to 11.1 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 12.0% from 9.0 to 7.9 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 4.2% from 17.1 to 17.8 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 13 White and 14 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 15 White and
17 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 528



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Lancaster County went to the emergency room 1,810 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 7 White and 4 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 8 White and 4 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 51.8% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 3.1%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thri
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 586 to 879 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identific
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 2 reported cases of children under age 15 and 45 youth ages
19 infected with gonorrhea; 5 youth under 15 and 125 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydia . Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 20.8% first smoked by age 11, 44.9% by age 13, and 62.7% by age 15. In a typical
month, 26.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 27.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 27.4% of White male and 25.6% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 28.0% of African-American males and 23.9% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (7.3%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(16.7% compared with 0.9% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Lancaster County. Only
grades 8 and 10 participated, with a disproportionately small number from grade 10.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,560 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 485 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 433 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 8 in
Lancaster County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantia 1 functional impairment and 5.9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 965 seriously emotionally disturbed 117 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 643 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 1,192 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 836 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 2,028 uninsured children in Lancaster County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 14 nurses, compared with 1 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Lancaster County has increased by 71.0% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 42.5% of all children in hat age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$15.5 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Lancaster County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 6,635.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 279 252 1 31 563
Children 1 - 5 900 895 22 77 1,894
Children 6 - 14 1,354 1,654 19 91 3,118
Children 15 - 18 444 598 1 17 1,060
Total 2,977 3,399 43 216 6,635

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requi)
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 36.7% for Whites and 43.8% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

152 children not ready 17.7% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

62 children failing 7.1%'children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

96 children failing 11.2% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

122 children over-age 14.7% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
308 six and seven year olds and 244 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 19.0% and 14.8% of their age groups respectively: 14.7% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 14.9% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 17.7% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 14.7% over age in grade 3, and 14.8% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 433 speech and language impaired, 485 learning disabled, 49 emotionally
disabled, 314 mentally impaired, and 70 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 12.5% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

183 students did not pass all parts 32.6% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Lancaster County who did not meet standards declined from 67.5% to 28.1% in math and from
52.3% to 22.6% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 37.2% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 34.3% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 37.2% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 36.4% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 36.2% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 30.0% in 1990 and 31.6% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 48.7%, but in 2002 31.9% of 4th graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 49.1% in 1999 and 44.3% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 34.8% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,079 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 577 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 26.6 19.4 18.5 46.6 34.3
4 32.8 25.6 20.9 51.4 44.2
5 29.7 22.0 22.4 47.1 37.8
6 34.9 25.0 20.8 60.7 49.6
7 44.9 32.4 31.7 70.9 63.0
8 46.9 40.3 33.7 73.8 58.3

Basic

3 39.2 38.9 37.4 36.8 44.8
4 35.7 32.0 39.4 35.6 36.7
5 42.4 42.3 38.4 41.8 48.9
6 40.7 38.3 50.9 31.7 38.8
7 30.6 34.5 34.7 20.6 26.5
8 36.9 39.9 42.2 22.7 34.5

Proficient

3 22.0 27.8 24.3 14.3 15.4
4 20.5 26.7 24.9 10.7 12.9
5 17.6 20.6 24.3 8.5 10.6
6 17.0 25.8 19.3 4.8 9.1
7 12.5 14.7 17.7 5.7 6.6
8 11.7 12.4 18.8 2.8 6.0

Advanced

3 12.2 13.9 19.8 2.3 5.6
4 11.0 15.7 14.9 2.3 6.1
5 10.4 15.1 14.8 2.6 2.8
6 7.4 10.9 9.0 2.8 2.5
7 12.0 18.3 15.8 2.8 3.9
8 4.5 7.4 5.3 0.7 1.2

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 21.8% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,037
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 290 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 25.8 23.4 16.0 44.4 29.4
4 31.1 28.9 15.7 52.5 35.4
5 35.9 30.6 24.8 52.3 46.7
6 38.4 32.8 20.3 64.8 50.4
7 37.5 32.4 22.0 62.4 48.6
8 41.7 39.1 24.1 72.3 50.0

Basic

3 40.7 36.9 39.1 40.6 50.3
4 45.1 40.0 48.8 41.2 53.1
5 46.5 48.1 47.3 43.8 45.0
6 37.2 41.4 38.7 28.3 36.4
7 45.3 49.5 48.1 34.0 43.6
8 38.1 43.4 42.6 22.0 34.5

Proficient

3 31.8 38.5 42.4 15.0 17.5
4 22.9 30.0 33.9 6.2 10.9
5 17.4 21.3 27.1 3.9 8.3
6 21.1 23.0 34.4 6.9 10.7
7 15.3 17.5 24.6 3.5 7.7
8 17.2 15.5 26.6 5.0 14.9

Advanced

3 1.7 1.2 2.5 0.0 2.8
4 0.9 1.1 1.6 0.0 0.7
5 0.2 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0
6 3.3 2.7 6.6 0.0 2.5
7 1.9 0.7 5.3 0.0 0.0
8 3.0 2.0 6.7 0.7 0.6

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

284 students drop out annually 32.9% students drop out

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 34.3% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 35.3% during 1985-89, and 29.8%
during 1990-94, 33.2% during 1995-97 and 31.6% during 1998-2000-.

During 2001-02, 96.3% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
3.7% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 14 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 92
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 22.9% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 25.8% to 50.4%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 11.1% 25.2% 37.0% 38.5% 100.0% 27.4%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 20.0% 19.3% 33.9% 26.9% 80.0% 25.5%
Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 18.9% 18.2% 34.9% 42.3% 100.0% 26.5%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

37.8% 30.0% 7.5% 3.5% 32.1% 14.6% 10.9% 16.7% 21.5% 17.7% 20.0%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

10.4% 9.2% 2.4% NA% 11.7% 12.5% 4.8% 10.0% 6.8% 0.0% 4.0%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.6% 32.9% 26.3% 12.2% 36.3% 25.5% 37.9% 25.0% 34.6% 24.4% 30.4%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 0.8% 1.3% 9.6% 8.7% 6.5% 4.3% 23.4% 32.2% 9.1% 8.9% 9.0%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

5.1% 3.4% 9.2% 4.4% 11.0% 10.4% 9.1% 13.6% 8.1% 6.3% 7.4%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

47.9% 50.7% 30.2% 27.4% 56.8% 56.5% 54.5% 40.0% 44.5% 42.6% 43.7%

Been suspended
from school? 19.6% 17.8% 9.2% 8.9% 28.7% 27.7% 26.4% 11.7% 18.7% 15.4% 17.4%
Stolen anything
worth > $5? 16.5% 20.0% 11.6% 12.4% 26.6% 23.4% 19.3% 21.7% 16.9% 18.4% 17.5%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 7.7% NA 4.8% NA 10.0% NA 2.2% NA 6.3% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 4.3% 4.0% 3.6% 1.8% 11.7% 2.3% 3.5% 7.0% 5.0% 3.6% 4.4%
Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

15.8% 11.9% 27.5% 36.3% 16.1% 15.6% 27.4% 28.8% 22.0% 22.6% 22.2%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

10.5% 9.3% 14.5% 12.5% 3.7% 6.4% 7.6% 13.3% 10.3% 10.6% 10.4%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

536



Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 41.2% middle school, 46.3% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 19.8% middle school, 18.0% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 25.1% middle school, 28.7% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 44.7% middle school, 63.0% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 29.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 41.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 34.0% had used it in the past month, compared with
29.2% of African-American males; likewise, 31.9% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 39.1%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 17.1% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 39.6% by age 13, and 72.2% by age 15.

During the previous year, 28.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.6% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, NA% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 42.1% of eighth
graders and NA% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 69.6% of eighth graders and NA% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 45.9% of eighth graders and NA% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:*In 2001-02, 12.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.4% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
14.4% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.2% reported usually '_
more drinks. Among high school students, 24.2% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 14.9% 5 or me
Among seniors, NA% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and NA% 5 or more; however NA% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 16.8% of 7th and 8th graders and 26.3% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 24.8% of White males, 16.8% WI
females, 26.4% of African-American males, and 14.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 7.9% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 22.7% had used a drug by age 13, and 47.0% by
15.

In the past year, 8.2% of all high school students in the county who drive and NA% of seniors who drive said that
they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 26.6% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.7% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; NA% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and NA% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Lancaster County. Only
grades 8 and 10 participated, with a disproportionately small number from grade 10.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 64 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 59 in 2000 and 53 in 2001. This represented 3.2% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.7% for
Whites and 4.1% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 94.3% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Lancaster County has decreased by 42.2
Overall, it has decreased by 28.9% for Whites, and decreased by 59.4% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 520 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 21.9% were age 12 or younger, 36.5% were 13 or 14, and 41.5% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 8.4% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 37 juvenile cases constituting 5.0% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 16.7% lived in families with income under $10,000,
41.0% with $10,000-$19,999 and 42.2% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 24.0% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 44.1% lived in a single parent household, 26.8% lived with other relatives, and 5.1% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
40.5% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 47.9% had at least one prior
referral and 17.3% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 3.3% had been referred by the age of 10, 11.1% by the age of 12, and 27.7% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 213 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 8.4% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 25 juveniles committed from the
county to D.1.1 custody and placed in residential programs.

30%-7
25%.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 521 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 15.7% of their age group: 9.3% for White and
26.0% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths: During 1997-2001, 29 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 17 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-
year period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Lancaster County. The 32.9%
of children in single-parent families, 16.9% in poverty, 31.6% not graduating from school, 41.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 26.3% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
83.5% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 55.8% are born to married parents, and 67.1% lived in
two-parent families; 83.1% were not poor and 53.0% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 89.4% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 82.3% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 53.1% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 58.3% for 8th grade reading, 67.4% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 68.4% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 58.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 73.7% do not use drugs, and 72.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 33.5% of
3rd graders and 20.2% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 34.2% of 3rd graders and
16.2% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelQogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for a II 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Lancaster County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent 1980"
Year

1990'
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90- res

199,

DaMOD
Low Birth Weight 2001 80 91 85 6 3% -6.6% 9.6 10.5 10.6 10.2% 0.9% 34

White babies WM IMMEIFIllE=1:111INIEMZEMZI 7.4 6.4 8.6 16.2% 33 4% WM]
28

African American and Other babies Wan MMEIM=EMMEEIIMMERMEEIEZImari=nrimaemmmisommiri
43.2 36.6 11.8 -72.7% -67 8%Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 359 317 95 73 5% 70 0%INEMMEM

African American and Other babies
NOM
NEM

IMEglIIMMEIINDIIIIMEE3
186 178 39 -79.0% MEM 32.7 27.1 10.0 -69.4% =MIME'

MME13111.111j
7 5% 26

61.4 50.3 16.0 -73.9%

Infant Mortality 2001 41 32 27 -34.1% -15 6% 1.7 1.2 1.1 -35.6%

White babies MNIMMEIEIME11111113MUMEI 1.2 0.9 0.8 -36.0% =WOWED'
4.2% 35African American and Other babies NMfilIMMENiEllESMIMESEII 2.6 1.7 1.8 -31.9%

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 86 74 50 -41.9% -32.4% 10.3 8.5 6.2 -40.0% - 27.4% 37

White babies irin 39 29 26 IMENEZIMIE1MZ/ 5.7 4.6 -37.6% MIMMIrri
African American and Other babies MII 47 45 24 IIMEMEIUM 15.5 12.7 9.9 -36.3% WEESMINSI

Births to mothers under 20 2001 201 203 133 -33.8% -34.5% 24.2 23.4 16.5 -31.7% -29.6% 37

White babies EMI 106 101 78 INEXEIKEIZEIMil 19.7 13.9 -30.6% INSIZIMIZI
African American and Other babies IZZI 95 102 55 -42.1% +46.1% Mil 28.8 22.6 -27.8% MER2113

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 296 276 205 -30.7% -25.7% 35.6 31.9 25.5 -28.3% -20.0% 25

MZETEr 2001 IMEEMMEIMMIECIINIMIMIEEEHMEEMIXIMIZILIMMEOMEEE3 32

African American and Other babies 2001 MINEEEM=E1.1.53 -46.3% - 50.0% IMMENIIMMENSEI 21

Births to single mothers- 2001 176 336 355 +101.7% +5.7% 21.2 38.8 44.2 108.9% 13.9% 13

White babies r 33 87 163 +393.9% +87.4% Mil 17.0 29.1 366.5% =liNIRMI:l
African American and Other babies Nr 143 249 192 +34.3% -22.9% =gamin 79.0 67.4% =11a.Wri

Children in single parent families 2000 2,396 3,298 4,429 +84.8% +34.3% 15.6 25.8 32.9 111.0% 27.6% 9

IMEM 2000 1,047 1,291 1,835 +75.3% +42.1% 1/11=1213=1:11MIEEMIMali=fillNEMAfrican American and Other 2000 1,344 1,998 2,594 +93.0% +29.8% wgrimil 60.5 89.0% 15.2%

Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 348

,
204 152 -56 3%

Educatio
-25.5% 35.8 22.3 -50.6% - 20.6% 1717.7

White males 115 57 42 -63 5% -26 3% 35.6 =En 14.0 -60.7% IMUMMINE2
White females 2001 51 35 16 -68.6% -54.3% =xi 12.9 6.6 -60.2% Mellat=1.3
African American and Other males 2001 NEINEMENTMERMEMOMMINZICINEEn 31.0 -46.6% =12111
African American and Other females IECCM 70 50 37 -47.1% -26.0% =fin 30.3 27.6 -41.6% MO3111=31

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 228 203 102 -55.3% -49.8% 24.3 22.7 11.1 -54.3% -51.1% 35

White males 2000 83 65 30 -63.9% -53.8% =3,1Wela 9.9 -62.4% =EaEwa
White females 2000 37 28 16 -56.8% -42.9% miimmi 6.1 -50.4% MICEMIlin
African American and Other males 2000 66 63 33 -50.0% -47.6% IIIIECOMMEEUMZIMEMEMECIM3EI
African American and Other females 2000 lirlIMMX/MINIEMEM311011121=371=0:1=2111RIMINECEEt MIMI

Grade 3 Math below standards- 2002 427 147 205 -52.0% +39.5% 44.8 17.2 26.6 -40.6% 54.7% 29

White males lefla 121 29 49 -59.5% +69.0% magmrig 19.4 -48.8% oriziammri
White females Will 101 35 45 -55.4% +28.6% MENEME3 18.5 -43.1% MierMillEna
African American and Other males WCZA 106 44 62 -41.5% .40.9% iIIKEEMMO 46.6 -26.6% wzrE3mooWESCIIIII:21 96 38 49 -49.0% *28.9% IMMEINEXIMUNNEFEIMEEMI=WM

Grade 3 Reading below standards "" 2002 383 97 199 -48.0% +105.2% 40.1 11.3 25.8 -35.7% 128.3% 29

White males 2002 124 28 59 -52.4% +110.7% mum]]NEEzmimi 138 8% MEM
White females .1111 64 15 39 -39.1% +160.0% IMIXIMgEME9CIMENEMIZEI=ICI
African American and Other males MEMI 107 29 59 -44.9% +103.4%

+75.0%
64.1 20.4
56.1 16.4

IMInMEMMURIZI 39

WEIX=272INKEZI 44African American and Other females 2002 83 24 42 -49.4%

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 I 328 313 335 +2.1% +7.0% 37.2 36.4 37.1 -0.3% 1 9% 31

White males 1998 90 83 88 -2.2% +6.0% WEIMMINEIMIEFEIMMEIM EMU
White females 1998 72 66 77 +6.9% +16.7% =al 23.1 26.1 8.8% =EEO MEI
African American and Other males 1998 88 96 95 +8.0% -1.0% IMEEIMIEMTIENNEEZIME3 43

African American and Other females 1998 76 67 72 -5.3% +7.5% IIMMIMINI=MEMIECEUMES 45

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.

Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Lancaster County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education ((continued

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980* 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 558 221 417 -25.3% +88.7% 67.5 28.1 46.9 -30.5% 66.9%

White males 2002 182 60 120 -34.1% +100.0% 57.8 21.7 40.3 -30.3% 85.7%

White females 2002 169 54 95 -43.8% +75.9% 59.3 21.7 33.7 -43.2% 55.3%

African American and Other males 2002 97 46 104 +7.2% +126.1% 90.7 36.8 73.8 -18.6% 100.5%

African American and Other females 2002 109 61 98 -10.1% +60.7% 94.0 45.9 58.3 -38.0% 27.0%

Grade 8 Readin. below state standards 2002 436 177 370 -15.1% +109.0% 52.3 22.6 41.7 -20.3% 84.5%

White males 2002 148 52 116 -21.6% +123.1% 46.7 18.8 39.1 -16.3% 108.0%

White females 2002 112 39 68 -39.3% +74.4% 38.7 15.7 24.1 -37.7% 53.5%

African American and Other males 2002 88 48 102 +15.9% +112.5% 83.0 38.1 72.3 -12.9% 89.8%

African American and Other females 2002 87 38 84 -3.4% +121.1% 74.4 28.6 50.0 -32.8% 74.8%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 224 342 NA +52.7% NA 30 41.6 NA 38.7%

White males 1998 NA 73 NA NA NA NA 27.6 32.3 NA 17.0%

White females 1998 NA 45 NA NA NA NA 17 25.2 NA 48.2%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 65 NA NA NA NA 55.6 66.9 NA 20.3%

African American and Other females 1998 41 NA NA NA NA 41 57.7 NA 40.7%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem.t

2002 377 201 183 -51.5% -9.0% 47.0 27.8 32.6 -30.6% 17.3%

White males 2002 116 64 57 -50.9% -10.9% 39.3 24.9 27.8 -29.3% 11.6%

White females 2002 95 40 51 -46.3% +27.5% 34.7 15.4 26.8 -22.8% 74.0%

African American and Other males 2002 85 52 33 -61.2% -36.5% 71.4 51.0 45.8 -35.9% -10.2%

African American and Other females 2002 81 45 42 -48.1% -6.7% 70.4 43.3 44.7 -36.5% 3.2%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
In 12th .rade 4 ears later

2000-02 299 337 284 31.9 35.1 32.9 3.3% -6.2%

White males 2000-02 87 109 93 +7.5% -14.3% 27.6 33.6 33.9 22.5% 0.8%

White females 2000-02 99 96 67 -32.3% -29.8% 30.2 29.8 24.4 -19.3% -18.3%

African American and Other males 2000-02 57 74 75 +33.3% +1.8% 41.7 45.5 47.4 13.6% 4.0%

African American and Other females 2000-02 57 59 49 -14.0% -16.2% 35.1 38.4 31.7 -9.7% -17.4%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 2,216 1,803 2,001 -9.7% +11.0%. 34.3 33.1 22.9 -33.3% -30.9%

White males NA 924 656 NA NA NA 39.7 33.7 NA NA NA

White females NA 665 503 NA NA NA 30.6 26.5 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 332 333 NA NA NA 35.8 48.8 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 2.95 311 NA NA NA 28.8 33.5 NA NA NA

Pove Rate

comvics
2000 2,190 3.046 2 5o7 +18.1% -15.1% 13.4 21.1 16.9 26.1% - 19.9%

White children 2000 927 970 925 -0.2% -4.6% 8.1 10.1 9.3 14.8% 7.9%

African American and Other children 2000 1,247 2,076 1,662 +33.3% -19.9% 26.2 42.7 31.4 19.9% -26.4%

Income of Families w/children 1999 $ 2000 $ 42,835 $ 44,267 $ 44,749 +4.5% +1.1% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 45,828 $ 50,116 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 33,561 $ 26,983 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 88 101 53 -39.8% -47.5% 4.6 6.0 3.2 -29.8% -46.7%

White 2001 40 46 29 -27.5% -37.0% 2.9 4.0 2.7 -8.2% -32.5%

African American and Other 2001 48 54 24 -50.0% -55.6% 8.4 10.0 4.1 -51.3% -59.0%

Delinquency 2002 112 207 213 +90.2% +2.9% 3.8 7.5 8.4 120.7% 11.8%

White males 2002 56 85 71 +26.8% -16.5% 5.1 8.5 8.7 69.8% 1.9%

White females 2002 21 40 32 +52.4% -20.0% 2.1 3.9 4.1 92.9% 3.9%

African American and Other males 2002 24 61 76 +216.7% +24.6% 6.0 17.2 15.5 158.5% -9.8%

African American and Other females 2002 11 21 34 +209.1% +61.9% 2.6 5.4 7.6 190.6% 39.9%

19

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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In 2000 there were an estimated 17,587 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 11,534 were White, 5,535
were African-American, and 518 were other races. There were 14,747 children under age 18 in 1990, 15,024 in 1980,

17,237 in 1970, and 18,708 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.3% of the

population in 2000, down from 39.3% in 1960, 34.7% in 1970, and 28.8% in 1980.
In 2000 the 5,486 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.9% of the overall population: 7.4% of Whites and 8.8% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.9% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.3% and "some other
race alone" at 1.3% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 32.5% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 44.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 64 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 8.0% of
all babies born in the county; 5.7% of all White and 13.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 90.6% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 162 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 20.2% of all born in the
county; 17.1% of all White and 28.1% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 78.4% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

542
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 256 babies, 32.0% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
29.8% of White and 37.6% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 54.4% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 42.4% had completed 12
grades (40.7% of Whites and 46.9% of African Americans and Others) and 25.5% had more than a high school degree
(29.5% of Whites and 15.5% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 236
babies, 29.4% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 38.4%
and in 1960 it was 11.2%. In 2001, 14.8% of White children and 66.2% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 148 babies, 18.5% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 384, constituting 47.9% of all babies, 33.4% of White babies,
and 84.2% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1960 1970 1980 1990 2001

AA&O

Total

aWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 350 marriage licenses were issued, while 294 divorce decrees involving 248 children
were filed. In 1970, only 127 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers cf children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 4,913 children
lived with only one parent. This was 33.0% of all children, up from 24.4% in 1990, 18.2% in 1980, and 13.6% in 1970. In
2000, 21.9% of White and 58.0% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
1,465 or 32.2% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 20.8% of White and 60.7% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 67.8% of mothers with children under 6 and 74.5% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 46.1% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
64.7% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 1,465 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 92.1% of these are in licensed
programs and 7.9% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 80.8% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 6.6% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 2.5% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 10.2% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 79.92 for centers and $ 62.50 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 25% of centers with
pre-school staff and 25% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 75% of centers with pre-school staff and 75% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers with
limited education. In 37.5% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 50% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 44.4% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 22.2% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 725 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 35.0% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
51.7% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 18.1% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 8.1% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 931 or 5.3% of all children lived with relatives, 307 or 1.7% lived with
non-relatives, 36 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 150 or 0.9% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 202 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 60 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 20.6% for physical abuse, 9.5% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 36.5% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 1.6% for medical neglect, 28.6% for threat of harm for
physicaUsexual abuse, and 3.2% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 93 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 53.8% were male, 46.2% were female; 64.5% were White, 35.5% were African-American and
Other. By age, 34.1% were ages 0 - 5, 44.0% were ages 6 - 12, and 22.0% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
33.3% of the children lived in two-parent families, 33.3% in single parent families, 22.6% with unmarried couples, and
10.8% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 45 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 7.0 years. The ages of children in foster care were 11.1% 0-2, 17.8% 3-5, 24.4% 6-10, 22.2%
11-13, and 24.4% 14 and above. The foster care population is 46.7% males and 53.3% females. Regarding their future,
48.9% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 24.4% for return to a parent or guardian, 2.2% for placement
with a relative, 13.3% for independent living, 11.1% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.96 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.54 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 3,467 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 1,653 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 20.1% of all children and youth: 15.9% of Whites and 28.1% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 17.8%, it was
13.5% in 1979 and 19.8% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 24.6% of children 0 5

(17.1% White, 39.6% African-American and Other), and 17.7% of children 6 - 17 (15.2% White, 22.6% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 13.5% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 37.2% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 9.9% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
72.4% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 7,955 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 4,488 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,443 8.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 3,467 20.1% 1,812 15.9% 1,655 28.1%

Under 125% 4,563 26.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 5,946 34.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 7,036 40.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 7,399 42.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 7,955 46.1% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 17,587 11,534 6,053
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $43,409. In 1989 it was $43,103, and 1979, it
was $42,246, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$20,586 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $55,089 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Laurens County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 2.2%.

Child Support Payments: There were 597' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 23.1 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 229,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 1,053 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 211. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 171, or 21.3% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 211,
or 26.3% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 121 or 21.1% of Whites and 90 or 39.5% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 4 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 66 or 8.2% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 11.0% of African-American and Other babies and 7.1% of White babies. During 1999-2001,
approximately 40 or 1.6% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
1.1% of White babies and 2.9% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $12,774 and $81,269 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $1,924 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,241,925 for all low
birthweight babies, of which $793,450 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 6.3% from
10.7 to 10.0 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 31.7% from 9.9 to 6.8 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 50.0% from 11.9 to 17.9 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 12 White and 13 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 16 White and
12 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 546



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Laurens County went to the emergency room 2,338 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 9 White and 7 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 7 White and 10 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 44% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were not
fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B and
Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen in
public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 7.2%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a tim
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 699 to 1,048 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 2 reported cases of children under age 15 and 31 you
ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 6 youth under 15 and 80 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mat
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. 5 4 7



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,759 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 749 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 388 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 9 in

Laurens County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 1,099 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 732 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 1,322 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 956 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 2,278 uninsured children in Laurens County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 12 nurses, compared with 11 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Laurens County has increased by 57.0% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 39.7% of all children n that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$16.4 million.



In June 2001, the total number of Laurens County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 6,989. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 256 213 40 6 515
Children 1 - 5 1,086 838 73 55 2,052
Children 6 - 14 1,562 1,574 47 106 3,289
Children 15 - 18 516 597 6 14 1,133
Total 3,420 3,222 166 181 6,989

Ambulatory Care : When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 20.4% for Whites and 17.9% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

137 children not ready 19.5% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

91 children failing 13.0% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

177 children failing 24.7% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

120 children over-age 17.8% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
297 six and seven year olds and 233 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 20.6% and 16.0% of their age groups respectively: 18.5% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 12.6% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 19.5% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 17.8% over age in grade 3, and 16.0% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 388 speech and language impaired, 749 learning disabled, 26 emotionally

disabled, 262 mentally impaired, and 132 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 17.0% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

185 students did not pass all parts 39.6% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Laurens County who did not meet standards declined from 58% to 27.4% in math and from 55.1%
to 24.2% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 31.7% not meeting 8th grade math standards in
1998 and 34.4% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 33.7% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 33.2% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 36.5% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 30.2% in 1990 and 29.6% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 44.3%, but in 2002 29.0% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 51.0% in 1999 and 45.4% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 22.9% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 998 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 296 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 38.5 24.6 31.8 51.4 55.0
4 32.4 21.5 26.9 50.0 41.7
5 30.1 25.3 22.5 38.9 37.7
6 32.4 27.2 15.1 52.6 40.6
7 41.6 37.7 28.0 52.2 53.7
8 49.9 39.3 38.2 72.1 62.2

Basic

3 43.3 46.7 46.9 38.6 37.9
4 38.6 41.1 39.2 35.9 36.2
5 47.2 41.0 51.7 54.0 45.5
6 39.7 40.8 43.0 36.5 37.6
7 32.3 25.3 39.9 32.9 33.5
8 35.6 40.3 42.0 24.0 30.4

Proficient

3 12.7 19.6 14.7 8.6 4.3
4 18.8 23.0 19.3 13.3 16.5
5 14.8 . 19.8 15.7 5.6 14.4
6 18.4 21.4 25.1 5.8 18.8
7 15.4 20.8 17.6 10.6 9.1

8 9.8 14.2 13.2 0.8 6.1

Advanced

3 5.5 9.0 6.6 1.4 2.9
4 10.2 14.4 14.6 0.8 5.5
5 7.8 13.8 10.1 1.6 2.4
6 9.5 10.7 16.8 5.1 3.0
7 10.7 16.2 14.5 4.3 3.7
8 4.7 6.2 6.6 3.1 1.4

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 24.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 832
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 272 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 24.5 19.8 16.6 41.3 26.6
4 25.6 30.5 12.7 40.2 24.4
5 33.9 34.1 17.4 53.6 36.5
6 37.1 38.8 16.3 57.7 38.3
7 35.3 31.6 15.5 60.2 40.2
8 40.9 35.5 21.2 72.9 48.6

Basic

3 43.4 44.2 39.8 40.6 51.1

4 46.7 42.9 42.9 52.0 54.3
5 46.9 47.0 51.1 39.2 47.9
6 30.7 29.1 31.5 31.4 31.6
7 43.3 44.7 47.2 31.7 47.6
8 38.5 39.3 45.3 23.3 41.2

Proficient

3 29.6 33.0 38.9 18.1 21.6
4 25.6 26.2 38.7 7.9 20.5
5 18.3 18.4 28.7 7.2 15.6

6 25.8 26.7 38.8 9.6 25.6
7 18.7 20.3 31.6 8.1 11.6

8 17.0 22.7 25.0 3.1 9.5

Advanced

3 2.5 3.0 4.7 0.0 0.7
4 2.1 0.5 5.7 0.0 0.8
5 0.9 0.5 2.8 0.0 0.0
6 6.4 5.3 13.5 1.3 4.5
7 2.7 3.4 5.7 0.0 0.6

8 3.7 2.4 8.5 0.8 0.7

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

301 students drop out annually 38.6% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 37.8% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 35.0% during 1985-89, and 37.8%
during 1990-94, 39.8% during 1995-97 and 39.9% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 97.4% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
2.6% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website5 5 3



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 1 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 171

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 25.6% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not

completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 24.5% to 49.9%. ThUs, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBERAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-

achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
In Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% '1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they

would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;

saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 76 and 8th graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5.

more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me

Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ille:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI

females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug

at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is

easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-

taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Laurens County data, for 1992-93, is available on the

Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org. 555



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 94 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 75 in 2000 and 81 in 2001. This represented 4.1% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 3.4% for
Whites and 5.6% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 77.8% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Laurens County has decreased by 50.3
Overall, it has decreased by 34.6% for Whites, and decreased by 60.0% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 262 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 7.6% were age 12 or younger, 25.2% were 13 or 14, and 67.2% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 10.5% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 51 juvenile cases constituting 14.5% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 10.6% lived in families with income under $10,000,

47.9% with $10,000-$19,999 and 41.5% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 22.3% of delinquents lived with both

natural parents, while 54.3% lived in a single parent household, 21.2% lived with other relatives, and 2.2% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
45.9% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 60.7% had at least one prior
referral and 28.6% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 1.7% had been referred by the age of 10, 10.8% by the age of 12, and 28.5% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 174 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 5.6% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 34 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 470 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 11.2% of their age group: 9.2% for White and
15.3% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 20 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the

major cause, resulting in 8 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 2 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-

year period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Laurens County. The 33.0%
of children in single-parent families, 20.1% in poverty, 39.9% not graduating from school, 42.5% of high school students
using alcohol and 22.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are

at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of

children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

79.8% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 52.1% are born to married parents, and 67.0% lived in
two-parent families; 79.9% were not poor and 53.9% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.8% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 80.5% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 50.1% scored basic or better on PACT for gh grade math and 59.1% for 8th grade reading, 60.4% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 60.1% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 32.1% of

3rd graders and 20.7% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 18.2% of 3rd graders and
14.5% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

557

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq



Laurens County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present
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Family

Births to mothers under 18 2001 73 90 64 -12.3% -28.9% 9.3 10.0 8.0 -13.8% -20.0% 25

White babies Wra 36 38 33 -8.3% - 13.2% MIEEIMEMINIEINNEEZOINEZZI 38

1 African American and Other babies FECCEIIIIIWEIMMEffirai=Ella 14.4 13.6 9.1% -5.6% 21

Births to mothers under 20 2001 182 206 162 -11.0% -21.4% 23.1 22.9 20.2 -12.7% -11.7% 33

White babies KM 106 93 98 -7.5% -5.4% mu 17.3 17.1 -21.0% -0.9% 43

African American and Other babies FECCEI 76 113 64 -15.8% +43.4% min 31.3 28.1 9.7% -10.3% 21

Births to mothers with less than a high school

I education
2001 341 313 256 -24.9% -18.2% 43.3 34.8 31.9 -26.4% -8.3% 41

White babies 2001 195 170 171 -12.3% +0.6% =MMINIEIMEMOMEE 43

African American and Other babies FM 146 143 85 -41.8% -40.6% Mil 39.6 37.3 -24.2% -5.9% 24

Births to single mothers* 2001 194 373 384 +97.9% +2.9% 24.7 41.4 47.9 94.3% 15.6% 21

White babies Wrifi 36 103 192 +433.3% +86.4% MEI 19.1 33.4 354.6% 74.8% 35

African American and Other babies r r 158 270 192 +21.5% -28.9% =en 74.8 84.2 58.3% 12.6% 42

Children in single parent families 2000 2,490 3,044 4,913 +97.3% +61.4% 18.2 24.4 33.0 81.5% 35.4% 23

White 2000 1,005 1,223 2,252 +124.1% +84.1% own 14.1 21.9 106.5% 55.2% 31

Afncan American and Other 2000 1,483 1,810 2,661 +79.4% +47.0% mg 47.8 58.0 81.9% 21.4% I 26

Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 172 137 -52.3% 19.5 -43.5% -14.5% 15
287 -20.3% 34.5 22.8

White males 2001 65 42 31 -52.3% -26.2% 25.2 18.8 14.7 -41.7% -21.8% 9

White females 2001 46 24 21 -54.3% -12.5% 20.3 12.2 10.6 -47.8% -13.1% 21

African American and Other males 2001 99 65 50 -49.5% -23.1% 52.4 38.2 31.8 -39.3% -16.8% 17

Afn'can American and Other females 2001 77 41 34 -55.8% -17.1% 48.7 24.7 25.8 -47.0% 4.5% 28

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 169 186 88 -47.9% -52.7% 21.0 24.9 11.8 -43.8% -52.6% 29

White males 2000 63 57 36 -42.9% -36.8% 24.9 25.1 15.6 -37.3% -37.8% 36

White females 2000 27 22 18 -33.3% -18.2% 12.3 11.3 8.4 -31.7% -25.7% 33

African American and Other males 2000 50 66 18 -64.0% -72.7% 28.8 40.0 11.2 -61.1% -72.0% 28

African American and Other females 2000 29 41 16 -44.8% -61.0% 19.3 25.0 11.2 -42.0% -55.2% 27

Grade 3 Math below standards-- 2002 i 367 121 266 -27.5% +119.8% 44.2 17.1 38.5 -12.9% 1251% 27

White males 2002 78 26 49 -37.2% +88.5% 30.5 11.7 24.6 -19.3% 110.3% 26

White females 2002 84 26 67 -20.2% +157.7% 35.9 12.8 31.8 -11.4% 148.4% 41

African American and Other males 2002 101 38 72 -28.7% +89.5% 63.1 24.4 51.4 -18.5% 110,7% 33

African American and Other females 2002 103 30 77 -25.2% +156.7% 57,5 24.0 55.0 -4.3% 129.2% 37

Grade 3 Reading below standards**** 2002 343 104 168 -51.0% +61.5% 41.3 14.7 24.5 -40.7% 66.7% 31

White males 2002 i 93 31 39 -58.1% +25.8% 36.2 14.0 19.8 -45.3% 41.4% 37

White females 2002 57 11 35 -38.6% +218.2% 24.4 5.4 16.6 -32.0% 207.4% 36

African American and Other males 2002 100 39 57 -43.0% +46.2% 62.5 25.2 41.3 -33.9% 63.9% 35

African American and Other females 2002 92 22 37 -59.8% +68.2% 51.7 17.6 26.6 -48.5% 51.1% 40

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 253 232 171 -32.4% -26.3% 33.7 33.2 26.0 -22.8% -21.7% 25

White males 1998 61 77 40 -34.4% -48.1% 25,7 34.8 21.2 -17.5% -39.1% 26

White females 1998 32 47 29 -9.4% -38.3% 15.6 20.1 13.2 -15.4% -34,3% 22

African American and Other males 1998 91 71 53 -41.8% -25.4% 59.9 54.6 48.6 -18.9% -11.0% 40

African American and Other females 1998 68 37 49 -27.9% +32.4% 45.3 32.5 36.8 -18.8% 13.2% 36

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.

BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Laurens County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Educatio continue

Indicators Number Percent

Most
1980*

Recent Yeari
1990*

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 447 180 350 -21.7% +94.4% 58.0 27.4 49.9 -14.0% 82.1%

White males 2002 j 101 31 83 -17.8% +167.7% 40.1 14.6 39.3 -2.0% 169.2%

White females 2002 96 45 81 -15.6% +80.0% 46.1 23.3 38,2 -17.1% 63.9%

African American and Other males 2002 114 53 93 -18.4% +75.5% 80.9 38.1 72.1 -10.9% 89.2%

African American and Other females 2002 j 133 51 92 -30.8% +80.4% 80.6 44.7 62.2 -22.8% 39./%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards 2002 426 160 287 -32.6% +79.4% 24.2 40.9 -25.8% 69.0%

White males 2002 107 38 75 -29.9% +97.4% 42.5 17.8 35.5 -16.5% 99.4%

White females 2002 j 78 22 45 -42.3% +104.5% 37.3 11.4 21.2 -43.2% 86.0%

African American and Other males 2002 58 94 -18.3% +62.1% 81.6 41.4 72.9 -10.7% 76.1%

African American and Other females 2002 42 72 -41.0% +71.4% 73.5 36.8 48.6 -33.9% 32.1%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 194 206 NA +6.2% NA 30.2 33.6 NA

White males 1998 NA 42 NA NA NA NA 22 25.3 NA 15.0%

White females 1998 NA 39 NA NA NA 19.9 16.1 NA -19 1%

African American and Other males 1998 74 53.6 55.0 NA 2.6%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 39 33.3 50.0 NA 50 2%

Exit
attem.t

Exam (not passing all parts on 1st 2002 306 185 185 -39.5% +0.0% 46.0 31.6 39.6 -13.9%

White males 2002 j 53 43 36 -32.1% -16.3% 28.0 22.3 26.9 -3.9% 20.6%

White females 2002 I 81 32 39 -51.9% +21.9% 18.4 26.4 -25.6%

Afncan American and Other males 2002 89 59 56 -37.1% -5.1% 54.6 65.1 -13.7% 19.2%

African American and Other females 2002 83 46 54 -34.9% +17.4% 64.3 43.8 55.1 -14.3% 25.8%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

2000-02 301 280 301 -0.1% +7.4% 33.8 38.6 8.5%

White males 2000-02 i 109 99 114 +5.1% +15.2% 39.1 37.5 44.5 13.7% 18.6%

White females 2000-02 80 74 72 -10.4% -3.2% 30.3 32.2 -4.0% 6.1%

African American and Other males 2000-02 64 61 68 +7.6% +12.9% 38.1 37.9 43.7 14.6% 15.2%

African American and Other females 2000-02 49 47 47 -4.8% +0.4% 30.1 29.0 32.6 8.3% 12.4%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 1,898 2,377 -7.8% +25.2% 40.3 29.5 25.6 -36.4%

White males NA 878 781 NA NA NA 39.4 32.3 NA NA NA

White females NA 736 429 NA NA NA 33 8 19 7 NA NA NA

Afncan American and Other males NA i 504 400 NA NA NA MEM 47 0 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 460 288 NA NA NA Mrffi 29 0 NA NA NA

ECOOPOACS
20 1 48 9% 12 9%

Povert Rate 2000 1,994 2,612 3,467 +73.9% +32 7% 17 8

White children 2000 632 1,001 1,812 +186.7% +81.0% 6 7 10.5 15.9 137.3% 51.4%

African American and Other children 2000 1,362 1,611 1,655 +21.5% +2.7% 31.2 28.1 11.4% -10 1%

Income of Families w/children 1999 $ 2000 $ 42,246 $ 43,103 $ 43,409 +2.8% +0.7% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 43,907 $ 47,807 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 38,451 $ 31,098 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adoles ent Rte3 Factors
Teena.e Prenanc aes 14-17 2001 125 81 -27.0% 35.2 %t 5.7 6.9 4.1 -27.9% -40.6%

White 2001 65 54 46 -29.2% -14.8% 4.5 3.4 -33.6% -24.4%

Afncan American and Other 2001 46 71 35 -23.9% -50.7% 6.8 11.8 5.6 -17.2% -52 5%

Delin.uenc 2002 94 142 174 +85.1% +22.5 %i 3.2 5.8 5.6 74.8% -3 5%

White males 2002 47 63 57 +21.3% -9.5% 4.8 7.5 5.4 12.0% -28.3%

White females 2002 15 20 30 +100.0% +50.0% 1.6 2.6 3.0 85.6% 14.2%

African American and Other males 2002 21 46 59 +181.0% +28.3% 4.3 10.7 10.7 149.5% 0.3%

African American and Other females 2002 11 13 28 +154.5% +115.4% 2.2 3.1 5.7 159.7% 84.3%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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count
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X Lee County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 5,183 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 1,303 were White, 3,786

were African-American, and 94 were other races. There were 5,655 children under age 18 in 1990, 6,611 in 1980,

8,121 in 1970, and 10,925 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 25.8% of the

population in 2000, down from 50.0% in 1960, 44.3% in 1970, and 34.9% in 1980.

In 2000 the 1,543 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.7% of the overall population: 5.7% of Whites and 8.7% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 1.8% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 0.8% and "some other

race alone" at 0.7% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 32.7% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 49.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 15 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 5.3% of

all babies born in the county; 4.7% of all White and 5.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 100.0% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 51 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 18.0% of all born in the

county; 12.5% of all White and 19.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of

20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 92.2% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

560
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 73 babies, 25.8% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,

21.9% of White and 26.9% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 59.9% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 47.0% had completed 12

grades (39.1% of Whites and 49.3% of African Americans and Others) and 27.2% had more than a high school degree

(39.1% of Whites and 23.7% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 144

babies, 50.7% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 48.0%

and in 1960 it was 25.1%. In 2001, 15.6% of White children and 60.9% of African-American and Other children were

born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 37 babies, 13.0% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 181, constituting 63.7% of all babies, 28.1% of White babies,

and 74.1% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA&O

Total

White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single

mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 116 marriage licenses were issued, while 53 divorce decrees involving 37 children

were filed. In 1970, only 17 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers cf children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 1,694 children

lived with only one parent. This was 41.9% of all children, up from 33.7% in 1990, 21.8% in 1980, and 17.8% in 1970. In

2000, 18.1% of White and 51.6% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

364 or 42.7% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 17.4% of White and 54.9% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 70.3% of mothers with children under 6 and 78.9% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 28.5% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:

66.0% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 588 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 91.8% of these are in licensed

programs and 8.2% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 90.8% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 9.2% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 0.0% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 73.75 for centers and $ 58.13 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 0% of centers with
pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-

$8 per hour are 50% of centers with pre-school staff and 100% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 50% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 50% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 0% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare homes,

66.7% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 0% have less than a high school

degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 149 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 26.5% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

53.0% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 14.6% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 11.9% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 556 or 10.7% of all children lived with relatives, 53 or 1.0% lived with

non-relatives, 3 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 6 or 0.1% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 140 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 34 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 6.7% for physical abuse, 2.2% for sexual abuse, 2.2% for mental injury,

24.4% for physical neglect, 6.7% for educational neglect, 11.1% for medical neglect, 46.7% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 73 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 46.5% were male, 53.5% were female; 13.7% were White, 86.3% were African-American and
Other. By age, 36.6% were ages 0 - 5, 42.3% were ages 6 - 12, and 21.1% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
39.7% of the children lived in two-parent families, 54.8% in single parent families, 2.7% with unmarried couples, and 2.7%

in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 31 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.5 years. The ages of children in foster care were 19.4% 0-2, 6.5% 3-5, 29.0% 6-10, 22.6%

11-13, and 22.6% 14 and above. The foster care population is 48.4% males and 51.6% females. Regarding their future,
45.2% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 22.6% for return to a parent or guardian, 6.5% for placement

with a relative, 12.9% for independent living, 12.9% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.88 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.00 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary

for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,324 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 635 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 25.8% of all children and youth: 1.9% of Whites and 33.8% of African- Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 38.6%, it was

38.7% in 1979 and 57.7% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 25.1% of children 0 - 5

(3.8% White, 32.1% African-American and Other), and 25.1% of children 6 - 17 (0.7% White, 33.4% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 27.9% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among

the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantia Ily improved the

economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 43.0% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 11.6% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up

64.1% of all the county's children living in poverty.
In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty

threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 3,056 children ages 0-17 who were less

than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 1,732 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 585 11.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 1,324 25.8% 25 1.9% 1,299 33.8%

Under 125% 1,783 34.7% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 2,197 42.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 2,687 52.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 2,823 55.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 3,056 59.5% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 5,183 1,303 3,880

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $38,627. In 1989 it was $32,940, and 1979, it

was $36,443, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$22,609 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $48,996 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Lee County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 3.9%.

Child Support Payments: There were 325? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 30.8 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 256,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 497 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 194. Information is not available regarding the

amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 88, or 31.0% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 95, or

33.5% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 20 or 31.3% of Whites and 75 or 34.1% of

African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 3 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 29 or 10.2% of all babies in the county

were born with low birthweight: 10.5% of African-American and Other babies and 9.4% of White babies. During 1999-

2001, approximately 22 or 2.7% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 2.2% of White babies and 2.9% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $12,345 and $60,639 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $2,215 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $486,405 for all

low birthweight babies, of which $331,071 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 40.5% from

24.9 to 14.8 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 63.6% from 14.9 to 5.4 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 36.8% from 27.9 to 17.6 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year

period 1999-2001, 1 White and 11 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 3

White and 19 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 564



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Lee County went to the emergency room 473 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more often
than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,

and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 1 White and 3 African-American and Other children

ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 1 White and 1 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 40.5% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were

not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen

in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 11.4%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through

sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15

year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (ND), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as

15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,

research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thr(

month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 217 to 325 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(

for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 1 reported cases of children under age 15 and 25 youth ages lf

19 infected with gonorrhea; 1 youth under 15 and 40 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chla mydia. Youth wi

undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical

month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much

more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used

cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but

significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males

(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-

taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here.



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national

reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17

are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 518 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an

many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.
Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron

bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen

(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).
Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 93 students in grades 1-

with learning disabilities and 129 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.
Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For

example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 12 in Lee

County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form

of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in

the county there are 12% or 328 seriously emotionally disturbed 917 year olds with substantial functional impairment

and 8% or 219 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator

of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"

in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number ofchildren and youth

with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the

county, there are 508 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 211 children above

200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 719 uninsured children in Lee County. The number lacking basic
accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often dependent

on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county, this would

suggest the need for 4 nurses, compared with 3 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Lee County has increased by 55.3% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 70.1% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$8.5 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Lee County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 3,635. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 26 214 1 2 243

Children 1 - 5 121 797 8 42 968
Children 6 - 14 186 1,453 8 56 1,703

Children 15 - 18 76 635 2 8 721

Total 409 3,099 19 108 3,635

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requi
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typicall

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, an

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke

below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 45.5% for Whites and 40.4% f

African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual aid auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear

grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

50 children not ready 21.4% children not ready

gure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

6 children failing 2.7% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

17 children failing 8.1% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

53 children over-age 21.5% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

76 six and seven year olds and 68 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,

approximately 19.2% and 16.5% of their age groups respectively: 24.1% of White 8 9 year olds were in special

education and 16.0% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 21.4% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 21.5% over age in grade 3, and 16.5% of eight and nine year-

olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious

handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been

accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 129 speech and language impaired, 93 learning disabled, 3 emotionally

disabled, 143 mentally impaired, and 23 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 13.6% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

100 students did not pass all parts 58.5% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Lee County who did not meet standards declined from 81.4% to 48.3% in math and from 73.9%
to 36.7% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 57% not meeting 8th grade math standards in 1998
and 59.9% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is comparable to
the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year data, the
percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 51.2% in 1983 on the CTBS,
55.2% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 61.0% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the bottom
quarter was 51.6% in 1990 and 55.7% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade PACT
in 1999, the first year of administration, was 74.1%, but in 2002 49.9% of 4h graders were below basic in reading and
math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 76.2% in 1999 and 67.4% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 22.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 570 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 168 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 50.8 0.0 50.0 54.5 48.8
4 54.2 0.0 0.0 55.8 54.5
5 60.6 0.0 57.1 66.4 52.6
6 54.6 0.0 0.0 53.8 55.4
7 71.9 37.5 0.0 76.4 68.6
8 74.0 0.0 0.0 75.9 74.2

Basic

3 37.8 0.0 50.0 36.4 37.2
4 33.9 0.0 0.0 33.3 33.1

5 31.9 0.0 14.3 28.2 38.9
6 36.2 0.0 0.0 37.6 33.7
7 23.2 62.5 0.0 21.7 22.9
8 22.4 0.0 0.0 23.0 20.6

Proficient

3 9.2 0.0 0.0 8.0 11.6

4 9.2 0.0 0.0 9.2 8.3
5 5.1 0.0 14.3 4.5 5.3
6 7.0 0.0 0.0 6.5 8.4
7 4.0 0.0 0.0 1.9 6.7

8 1.6 0.0 0.0 1.1 1.0

Advanced

3 2.2 0.0 0.0 1.1 2.3
4 2.8 0.0 0.0 1.7 4.1

5 2.3 0.0 14.3 0.9 3.2

6 2.2 0.0 0.0 2.2 2.4
7 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.9

8 2.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.1

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 26.5% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 463

students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 167 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 44.3 0.0 16.7 53.5 37.2
4 45.6 0.0 0.0 56.3 37.2
5 55.3 0.0 28.6 67.0 44.2
6 48.9 0.0 0.0 56.5 38.6
7 59.4 12.5 0.0 71.4 50.9
8 60.7 0.0 0.0 69.0 55.2

Basic

3 41.5 0.0 66.7 39.5 41.9
4 43.2 0.0 0.0 37.8 47.9
5 39.1 0.0 57.1 30.3 47.4
6 37.5 0.0 0.0 33.7 44.6
7 35.7 87.5 0.0 26.7 40.6
8 33.0 0.0 0.0 28.7 37.5

Proficient

3 13.7 0.0 16.7 5.8 20.9
4 11.2 0.0 0.0 5.9 14.9
5 5.6 0.0 14.3 2.8 8.4

6 13.0 0.0 0.0 9.8 15.7

7 4.5 0.0 0.0 1.9 7.5
8 5.8 0.0 0.0 2.3 6.3

Advanced

3 0.5 0.0 0.0 1.2 0.0

4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

6 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.2

7 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9
8 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

122 students drop out annually 47.0% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 32.0% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 32.8% during 1985-89, and 40.1%
during 1990-94, 46.2% during 1995-97 and 44.8% during 1998-2000 **.

During 2001-02, 92.2% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
7.8% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 0 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 12

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 30.2% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not

completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 38.6% to 74.0%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation

necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

ource: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% ofhigh schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7h and gh graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur

13.7% of all state students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5.
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ilk:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Lee County data, for 1992-93, is available on the Kids

Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of

females and 50% of males in the 1 1 th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 23 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 21 in 2000 and 17 in 2001. This represented 2.8% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several

times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 1.9% for

Whites and 3.2% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 88.2% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Lee County has decreased by 42.1%. Overal

has decreased by 26.9% for Whites, and decreased by 44.8% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 48 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor

for delinquency; of these, 8.3% were age 12 or younger, 41.7% were 13 or 14, and 50.0% were 15 or older.
Of the referrals to the family court, 19.4% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug

trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 1 juvenile cases constituting 1.5% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include

truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.
Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 46.8% lived in families with income under $10,000,

36.2% with $10,000-$19,999 and 17.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 14.9% of delinquents lived with both

natural parents, while 63.8% lived in a single parent household, 21.3% lived with other relatives, and 0.0% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

25.5% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 83.3% had at least one prior

referral and 29.2% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 5.2% had been referred by the age of 10, 20.7% by the age of 12, and 32.8% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 24 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 2.6% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.

Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 9 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employe& During 2000, 117 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 10.6% of their age group: 5.0% for White and

12.6% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition

from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit air website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 7 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 3 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 1 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMIVIARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Lee County. The 41.9% of
children in single-parent families, 25.8% in poverty, 44.8% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are

at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

82.0% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 36.3% are born to married parents, and 58.1% lived in
two-parent families; 74.2% were not poor and 40.5% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 89.8% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 78.6% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 26.0% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 39.3% for 8th grade reading, 41.5% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 55.2% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a

problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 14.2% of

3rd graders and 6.3% of 8th graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 11.4% of 3rd graders and 3.7%

of 8 graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.
Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel(aiogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 7343619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org



Lee County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

I

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent 1980
Year

1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- es

Percent
Change j1980 Rank
90- res

199,

ikEil D
Low Birth Weight 2001 46 38 29 -37.0% -23.7% 14.5 12.7 10.2 -29.7% -19.5% 46

White babies Wril=MI 4 6 +50.0% +50.0% 5.3 5.9 9.4 77.4% 59.8% 15

African American and Other babies ECIMINWS1I/WIIIIMONEEZI 17.4 14.7 10.5 -40.0% -28.7% 46

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 150 139 95 +36.7% -31.7% 47.3 46.3 33.5 -29.2% -27.7% 37

White babies EMI=i3 16 20 +5.3% *26.0%MarI=M3 19

African American and Other babies VEZIMMEIBWOMMEIDEMEWS3 22

Infant Mortality 2001 29 22 12 -58.6% -45.5% 2.9 2.5 1.5 -48.3% -40.5% 45

White babies rr3 © 3 1 -66.7% -66.7% 1.2 1.5 0.5 -53.5% -63.6% 25

African American and Other babies 2001 26 =MEI=MEIMIESZIMEES3 3.4 2.8 1.8 -48.9% -36.8% 44

2001 32 16 15 -53.1% -6.3%

Family
10.1 5.3 5.3 -47.5% -0.6%Births to mothers under 18

White babies EDIEl 1 3 -40.0% +200.0% 6.6 1.5 4.7 -28.6% 219.6%

African American and Other babies Ertilig 15 12 -55.6% -20.0%MIEJEI 12

Births to mothers under 20 2001 64 61 51 -20.3% -16.4% 20.2 20.3 18.0 -10.8% -11.5% 19

White babies 2001 9 8 -46.7% +11.1% 19.7 13.2 12.5 -36.7% -5.6% 39

-:

African American and Other babies 2001 49 52 43 -12.2% +17.3% 20.3 22.4 19.5 -3.9% -12.8%

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 127 76 73 -42.5% -3.9% 40.1 25.3 25.7 -35.9% 1.4% 37

MZETEM113:111=MEI 18 14 -33.3% -22.2% 27.6 26.5 21.9 -20.7% -17.3% 20

African American and Other babies Elli=ell 58 59 -44.3% +1.7% 44.0 25.0 26.8 -39.0% 7.3% fil
Births to single mothers 2001 118 146 181 +53.4% +24.0% 37.2 48.7 63.7 71.1% 30.9% 42

White babies 2001 'Me 9 18 +1700.0% +100.0% 1.3 13.2 28.1 2035.6% 112.3% 1

African American and Other babies EMIMIMI 137 163 +39.3% +19.0% 48.5 59.1 74.1 52.6% 25.5% IMMI
Children in single parent families 2000 1,253 1,506 1,694 +35.2% +12.5% 21.8 33.7 41.9 92.0% 24.2% 36

White 2000 IIM,,B 154 213 +30.7% +38.3% 8.6 11.4 18.1 110.2% 58.6% fri
African American and Other 2000 1,088 1,349 1,481 +36.1% +9.8% 27.7 43.3 51.6 86.4% 19.2% 16

.,,,. ., - - Educate
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 79 91 50 -36 7% -45 1% 29 9 26.8 21.4 -28.4% -20.1%

White males 2001 4 3 2 -50.0% -33.3% 22.2 11.1 28.6 28.8% 157.7%

White females 2001 1 4 4 +300.0% +0.0% 7.1 17.4 36.4 412.7% 109.2% 2

African American and Other males 2001 38 48 28 -26.3% -41.7% 38.4 34.3 25.5 -33.6% -25.7% 2

African American and Other females 2001 36 36 16 -55.6% -55.6% 27.1 24.2 15.1 -44.3% -37.6% 2

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 3 71 38 +1166.7% -46.5% 1.1 22.3 13.8 1154.5% -38.1% 1

White males 2000 2 3 2 +0.0% -33.3% 11.1 10.3 18.2 64.0% 76.7% 4

White females 2000 - 2 - NA -100.0% 9.1 0.0 NA -100.0% 1

African American and Other males 2000 1 46 24 +2300.0% -47.8% 1.0 33.4 18.4 1740.0% -44.9% 1

African American and Other females 2000 20 12 NA -40.0% 15.1 10.3 NA -31.8% 1

Grade 3 Math below standards 2002 134 82 94 -29.9% +14.6% 49.5 30.3 50.8 2.6% 67.7% 36

White males 2002 6 -100.0% -100.0% 26.1 16.7 - -100.0% -100.0% 15

White females 2002 6 6 3 -50.0% -50.0% 28.6 31.6 50.0 74.8% 58.2% 26

African American and Other males 2002 67 38 48 -28.4% +26.3% 62.0 54.5 -12.1% 59.4% 29

African American and Other females 2002 49 33 42 -14.3% +27.3% 44.1 27.5 48.8 10.7% 77.5% 11

. Grade 3 Reading below standards**** 2002 113 66 81 -28.3% +22.7% 41.5 24.4 44.3 6.7% 81.6% 33

White males 2002 5 4 1 -80.0% -75.0% 21.7 22.2 0.0 -100.0% -100.0% 6

White females 2002 1 2 1 +0.0% -50.0% 4.5 10.5 16.7 271.1% 59.0% 1

African American and Other males 2002 58 39 46 -20.7% +17.9% 53.7 35.1 53.5 -0.4% 52.4% 15

African American and Other females 2002 43 20 32 -25.6% +60.0% 38.7 16.7 37.2 -3.9% 122.8% 17

3ottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 127 160 118 -7.1% -26.3% 51.2 55.2 54.9 7.2% -0.5% 45

White males 1998 7 10 1 -85.7% -90.0% 41.2 50.0 25.0 -39.3% -50.0% 44

White females 1998 7 6 1 -85.7% -83.3% 41.2 54.6 16.7 -59.5% -69.4% - 45

African American and Other males 1998 65 73 67 +3.1% -8.2% 57.0 60.8 69.1 21.2% 13.7% 34

African American and Other females 1998 41 71 49 +19.5% -31.0% 46.6 51.1 45.8 -1.7% -10.4% 39

year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.

BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Lee County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

T'Eititeation co., 1

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 210 130 142 -32.4% +9.2% 81.4 48.3 74.0 -9.1% 53.2%

White males 2002 13 7 1 -92.3% -85.7% 61.9 31.8 -100.0% -100.0%

White females 2002 14 7 2 -85.7% -71.4% 73.7 50.0 - -100.0% -100.0%

African American and Other males 2002 96 64 66 -31.3% +3.1% 82.8 55.2 75.9 -8.3% 37.5%

African American and Other females 2002 87 52 72 -17.2% +38.5% 85.3 44.4 74.2 -13.0% 67.1%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 192 99 116 -39.6% +17.2% 73.9 36.7 60.7 -17.9% 65.4%

White males 2002 14 2 - -100.0% -100.0% 63.6 9.1 -100.0% -100.0%

White females 2002 9 5 2 -77.8% -60.0% 47.4 35.7 - -100.0% -100.0%

African American and Other males 2002 92 55 60 -34.8% +9.1% 79.3 47.0 69.0 -13.0% 46.8%

African American and Other females 2002 77 37 53 -31.2% +43.2% 74.8 31.6 55.2 -26.2% 74.7%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 127 174 NA +37.0% NA 51.6 59.2 NA 14.7%

White males 1998 NA 9 NA NA NA NA 36 33.3 NA -7.5%

White females 1998 NA 4 NA NA NA NA 28.6 33.3 NA 16.4%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 66 NA NA NA NA 66.7 65.3 NA -2.1%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 48 NA NA NA NA 44.4 54.6 NA 23.0%!

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 167 81 100 -40.1% +23.5% 67.3 42.6 58.5 -13.1% 37.3%

White males 2002 12 1 0 -100.0% -100.0% 63.2 9.1 0.0 -100.0% -100.0%

White females 2002 9 2 0 -100.0% -100.0% 45.0 14.3 0.0 -100.0% -100.0%

African American and Other males 2002 79 33 48 -39.2% +45.5% 71.8 50.8 66.7 -7.1% 31.3%

African American and Other females 2002 67 45 52 -22.4% +15.6% 67.7 45.0 54.2 -19.9% 20.4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 77 91 122 +58.9% +34.4% 28.4 30.6 47.0 65.5% 53.6%

White males 2000-02 18 9 10 -41.0% +21.6% 71.4 34.7 81.6 14.2% 135.1%

White females 2000-02 5 3 6 +20.0% +100.0% 25.6 16.7 66.7 160.0% 300.0%

African American and Other males 2000-02 22 52 65 +202.3% +25.0% 18.9 38.1 52.7 178.2% 38.3%

African American and Other females 2000-02 33 28 41 +24.2% +49.1% 29.1 23.2 35.5 22.3% 53.2%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 795 631 765 -3.8% +21.2% 31.7 35.0 30.2 -4.7% -13.7%

White males NA 123 108 NA NA NA 28.8 34.8 NA NA NA

White females NA 148 51 NA NA NA 40.8 14.9 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 307 283 NA NA NA 35.7 52.8 - - . NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 217 189 NA NA NA 25 3 30 7 NA NA NA

-,3-

2,554 2,182 1,324

Eccmies f .

38.7 38.6 25F8

i,
-33 3%

J
-33 2%

Poverty Rate 2000 -48.2% -39.3%

White children 2000 227 46 25 -89.0% -45.7% 11.8 3.2 1.9 -83.9% -40.6%

African American and Other children 2000 2,327 2,136 1,299 -44.2% -39.2% 49.8 50.8 33.8 -32.2% -33.5%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 36,443 $ 32,940 $ 38,627 +6.0% +17.3% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 54,753 $ 46,543 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 25,661 $ 25,138 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

dolescent
-54.1% -22.7% 4.6 3.5

i
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 37 22 17 2.8 -38.7% -20.0%

White 2001 6 2 3 -50.0% +50.0% 2.5 1.3 1.9 -24.0% 46.2%

African American and Other 2001 31 20 14 -54.8% -30.0% 5.4 4.2 3.2 -41.2% -23.8%

Delinquency 2002 19 44 24 +26.3% -45.5% 1.6 4.7 2.6 61.3% -45.1%

White males 2002 2 7 - -100.0% -100.0% 1.1 4.5 0.0 -100.0% -100.0%

White females 2002 3 1 1 -66.7% +0.0% 1.8 0.7 0.8 -53.7% 19.0%

African American and Other males 2002 11 30 20 +81.8% -33.3% 2.7 9.6 5.6 105.8% -42.1%

African American and Other females 2002 3 6 3 +0 0% -50 0% 0 7 1 9 0 9 29 9% -52.2%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Lexington
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 56,313 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 44,817 were White, 9,219

were African-American, and 2,277 were other races. There were 44,557 children under age 18 in 1990, 43,423 in 1980,

33,132 in 1970, and 24,588 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.1% of the

population in 2000, down from 40.5% in 1960, 37.2% in 1970, and 30.9% in 1980.

In 2000 the 17,831 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.3% of the overall population: 7.6% of Whites and 11.5% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 4.0% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.7% and Asian Alone at

1.1% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 35.5% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 53.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 115 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 3.9% of

all babies born in the county; 3.3% of all White and 6.2% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 86.1% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 313 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 10.6% of all born in the

county; 9.6% of all White and 14.9% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20.

Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 77.6% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

5 78
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 486 babies, 16.6% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
15.9% of White and 19.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 33.4% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 29.6% had completed 12

grades (27.8% of Whites and 36.7% of African Americans and Others) and 53.8% had more than a high school degree

(56.4% of Whites and 44.0% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 517

babies, 17.6% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 17.8%

and in 1960 it was 7.8%. In 2001, 11.7% of White children and 40.5% of African-Americanand Other children were born

to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.
Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 356 babies, 12.1% of all born in 2001, whose

fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 873, constituting 29.7% of all babies, 22.2% of White babies,

and 59.0% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0°A

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

40 AA 820
ea Total
26 White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 1,552 marriage licenses were issued, while 961 divorce decrees involving 819 children

were filed. In 1970, only 297 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single- parent families. In 2000, 12,649 children

lived with only one parent. This was 24.5% of all children, up from 17.9% in 1990, 13.6% in 1980, and 8.8% in 1970. In

2000, 19.0% of White and 48.0% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,

3,440 or 22.5% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 15.5% of White and 49.3% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.
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Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 65.7% of mothers with children under 6 and 74.6% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 39.2% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
61.4% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 10,321 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 93.9% of these are in licensed
programs and 6.1% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 84.3% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 5.6% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 2.1% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 8.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 90.18 for centers and $ 80.48 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 26.1% of centers with
pre-school staff and 21.1% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 69.6% of centers with pre-school staff and 78.9% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 54.3% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 68.4% of centers most assistants have

only a high school degree. In 73.9% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In

childcare homes, 64.8% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 15.5% have less

than a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 1,827 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcementofficials. These domestic
assaults comprised 38.1% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

66.6% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 25.4% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 4.6% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,688 or 3.0% of all children livedwith relatives, 810 or 1.4% lived with

non-relatives, 56 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 27 or 0.0% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 969 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 242 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 16.9% for physical abuse, 7.5% for sexual abuse, 1.5% for mental

injury, 25.2% for physical neglect, 5.3% for educational neglect, 2.3% for medical neglect, 41.0% for threat of harm for

physicaUsexual abuse, and 0.4% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 423 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these; 49.8% were male, 50.3% were female; 70.0% were White, 30.0% were African-American and
Other. By age, 41.0% were ages 0 - 5, 44.2% were ages 6 - 12, and 14.8% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

39.5% of the children lived in two-parent families, 36.4% in single parent families, 14.9% with unmarried couples, and

9.2% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 164 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 5.7 years. The ages of children in foster care were 18.3% 0-2, 14.6% 3-5, 22.6% 6-10, 15.2%

11-13, and 29.3% 14 and above. The foster care population is 51.2% males and 48.8% females. Regarding their future,
36.6% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 31.1% for return to a parent or guardian, 2.4% for placement

with a relative, 11.6% for independent living, 17.1% for permanent foster care, and 1.2% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.84 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.47 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 6,373 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 3,019 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 11.4% of all children and youth: 7.9% of Whites and 25.3% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 10.6%, it was

11.1% in 1979 and 16.4% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 13.2% of children 0 - 5

(7.7% White, 32.3% African-American and Other), and 9.9% of children 6 - 17 (7.2% White, 21.6% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 9.3% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among the
elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the economic

status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 30.3% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 4.4% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
60.7% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 17,715 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 11,342 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 2,922 5.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 6,373 11.4% 3,548 7.9% 2,825 25.3%

Under 125% 8,803 15.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 11,924 21.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 14,845 26.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 16,098 28.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 17,715 31.7% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 56,313 44,817 11,496
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income : The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $58,328. In 1989 it was $55,133, and 1979, it

was $49,399, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single -parent families with children was
$28,678 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $68,325 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Lexington County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 0.9%.

Child Support Payments: There were 1,208' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 22.8 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 281,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 2,258 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 251. Information is not available regarding the

amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 535, or 18.2% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 657,

or 22.3% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 439 or 18.7% of Whites and 218 or 36.5% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 22 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001

80%-V.

60%
36.5%

40% 22.3% 18.7%

/20%

0%
Total White AA&O

Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 232 or 7.9% of all babies in the county

were born with low birthweight: 12.4% of African-American and Other babies and 6.7% of White babies. During 1999-

2001, approximately 160 or 1.8% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.5% of White babies and 3.1% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $17,077 and $95,643 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $2,400 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $5,513,454 for

all low birthweight babies, of which $3,605,413 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 27.4% from

10.8 to 7.9 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 23.6% from 9.7 to 7.4 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 39.7% from 16.0 to 9.7 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period

1999-2001, 53 White and 17 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 65 White and

23 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 582



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In

2001, children in the Lexington County went to the emergency room 5,361 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,

and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 24 White and 8 African-American and Other children

ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 28 White and 7 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 58.3% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were

not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen

in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 16.1%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through

sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as

15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,

research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than

month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 2,077 to 3,116 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 3 reported cases of children under age 15 and 40 you

ages 15 19 infected with gonorrhea; 7 youth under 15 and 97 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydi

Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 17.4% first smoked by age 11, 38.3% by age 13, and 53.2% by age 15. In a typical

month, 13.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 28.1% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much

more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 22.0% of White male and 21.8% of White female 7th to 12th graders used

cigarettes, as compared with 16.8% of African-American males and 13.9% of African American females. A smaller but

significant group of high school students (7.5%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.8% compared with 0.8% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but

county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Lexington County. Four of 5

districts participated, but there was partial participation by one dist5cgl/trict 3) and only grades 6 8 in District 5.



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 5,631 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 2% who are mentally retarded,
3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an

many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.
Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 2,878 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 1,964 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 2 in

Lexington County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 3,456 seriously emotionally disturbed 917 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 2,304 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator

of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 2,945 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 3,830 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 6,775 uninsured children in Lexington County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 62 nurses, compared with 53 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Lexington County has increased by 94.7% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 30.2% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average

statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$39.8 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Lexington County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 16,988.

The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 943 465 60 48 1,516

Children 1 - 5 3,166 1,781 100 254 5,301

Children 6 - 14 4,460 2,872 77 322 7,731

Children 15 - 18 1,525 834 14 67 2,440

Total 10,094 5,952 251 691 16,988

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke

below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 23.2% for Whites and 23.1% f

African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear

grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

436 children not ready 12.8% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

137 children failing 3.8% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

241 children failing 6.6% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

352 children over-age 10.3% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
1,243 six and seven year olds and 1,388 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-
02, approximately 17.8% and 18.6% of their age groups respectively: 18.9% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 17.6% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 12.8% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 10.3% over age in grade 3, and 18.6% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 1,964 speech and language impaired, 2,878 learning disabled, 339 emotionally

disabled, 607 mentally impaired, and 467 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 13.5% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

645 students did not pass all parts 21.3% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Lexington County who did not meet standards declined from 38.3% to 16.8% in math and from
28.4% to 15.5% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 19% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 17.8% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 17.1% in 1983 on the

CTBS, 22.2% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 17.4% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 22.4% in 1990 and 15.7% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 27.4%, but in 2002 16.5% of 4th graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 26.5% in 1999 and 22.6% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,

geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 18.9% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 2,809 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 654 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 19.6 14.7 14.6 40.2 31.5
4 17.3 11.6 12.9 37.7 31.3
5 22.3 17.9 16.8 43.5 34.2

6 21.2 17.6 14.0 43.9 36.7

7 26.5 24.4 19.7 43.9 40.1

8 24.8 20.1 20.8 44.8 39.0

Basic

3 38.0 38.0 36.5 38.7 41.9

4 34.9 30.7 36.3 38.0 42.4
5 39.0 36.8 39.7 38.2 46.1

6 37.7 35.9 38.5 40.2 39.4

7 30.3 27.6 31.8 33.5 31.0

8 42.5 41.4 45.8 34.2 42.0

Proficient

3 23.8 25.5 26.4 14.5 19.6

4 24.9 28.1 26.0 15.3 19.2

5 20.6 24.1 21.3 13.9 13.4

6 22.7 24.5 26.8 9.1 15.7

7 20.7 22.5 22.8 11.6 16.6

8 18.5 20.6 19.9 10.3 13.2

Advanced

3 18.7 21.8 22.5 6.6 7.0

4 23.0 29.7 24.7 9.0 7.1

5 18.0 21.3 22.2 4.4 6.3

6 18.4 22.1 20.7 6.8 8.2

7 22.5 25.5 25.8 11.1 12.3

8 14.2 17.9 13.5 10.6 5.8

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 20.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 2,255

students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 578 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 16.0 15.6 9.8 32.4 20.5
4 15.7 15.5 8.5 33.9 22.1

5 20.7 19.8 11.7 44.3 29.6
6 23.4 23.2 12.9 51.0 32.0
7 18.3 18.9 9.3 38.8 26.5
8 20.5 18.8 13.8 42.9 31.1

Basic

3 32.7 31.9 27.4 42.5 41.7
4 39.3 38.2 35.7 47.3 46.8
5 45.7 48.0 44.0 43.6 46.3
6 32.5 34.5 28.6 33.0 38.1

7 42.6 44.6 39.1 47.0 43.3
8 42.2 45.3 39.0 40.0 43.5

Proficient

3 45.3 47.4 53.1 24.1 35.5
4 41.1 43.3 49.2 18.5 29.5
5 31.0 30.2 40.0 11.5 23.3

6 31.4 33.0 38.0 13.2 21.5
7 32.5 32.1 40.7 13.0 25.7
8 29.9 29.5 36.9 12.6 21.8

Advanced

3 6.0 5.1 9.8 1.0 2.3

4 3.9 3.0 6.6 0.2 1.6
5 2.6 2.0 4.3 0.5 0.8
6 12.7 9.3 20.5 2.8 8.4
7 6.6 4.4 10.9 1.2 4.5
8 7.4 6.4 10.4 4.4 3.6

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

836 students drop out annually 24.0% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 26.9% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 23.5% during 1985-89, and 22.6%
during 1990-94, 24.9% during 1995-97 and 23.9% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 99.5% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
0.5% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.*.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 589



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 70 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 489
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 13.5% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 15.7% to 36.7%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKB EHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.1% 24.4% 38.7% 48.3% 74.0% 28.0%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.6% 21.8% 28.4% 29.5% 40.0% 22.4%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.2% 18.3% 30.4% 43.3% 59.9% 22.0%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

18.7% 24.4% 3.7% 6.4% 15.3% 18.7% 5.6% 9.4% 11.2% 15.0% 13.0%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

5.4% 9.4% 0.8% 1.5% 7.3% 10.5% 3.1% 5.7% 3.4% 5.6% 4.4%

Been in a fight with
someone? 38.8% 31.2% 16.6% 16.2% 47.1% 31.7% 29.8% 23.3% 29.4% 23.8% 26.8%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 1.6% 1.4% 5.5% 10.5% 5.0% 2.9% 13.8% 22.5% 4.3% 6.7% 5.5%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

6.2% 6.0% 4.8% 9.1% 10.7% 6.3% 7.3% 10.5% 6.0% 7.7% 6.8%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

36.7% 42.6% 19.5% 27.0% 48.0% 44.1% 32.7% 42.6% 29.9% 35.4% 32.5%

Been suspended
from school? 8.7% 14.0% 3.2% 6.3% 16.9% 23.2% 8.7% 16.2% 7.0% 10.9% 8.8%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.8% 20.7% 5.9% 9.9% 19.0% 15.3% 11.3% 9.0% 10.2% 14.9% 12.4%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 16.3% NA 14.5% NA 8.1% NA 7.2% NA 14.7% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 2.6% 4.7% 0.8% 2.1% 6.5% 9.2% 2.5% 3.1% 2.1% 3.6% 2.8%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

15.0% 16.5% 19.0% 30.3% 14.6% 17.0% 20.8% 28.8% 17.1% 23.6% 20.1%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

7.2% 8.8% 8.9% 15.4% 7.5% 8.2% 6.6% 11.5% 7.9% 12.0% 9.8%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they

would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 29.2% middle school, 41.8% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 14.3% middle school, 11.3% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 17.1% middle school, 22.8% high school;

-saw a student with drugs at school: 26.0% middle school, 57.7% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 18.8% of 7th and 8th graders and 42.5% of high schoolers said they

had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 31.9% had used it in the past month, compared with
24.0% of African-American males; likewise, 32.8% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 28.7%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 15.0% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 36.5% by age 13, and 65.3% by age 15.

During the previous year, 20.8% of 7th and 8th graders and 34.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 23.2% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 50.6% of eighth
graders and 81.2% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 73.4% ofeighth graders and 76.8% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 48.6% of eighth graders and 61.4% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 6.2% of 1" and gh graders and 22.5% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
15.2% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.4% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 23.9% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.6% 5 or me
Among seniors, 35.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 19.5% 5 or more; however 31.0% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.2% of 7th and 8th graders and 22.1% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 17.9% of White males, 14.6% WI
females, 15.9% of African-American males, and 11.1% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug 1

at an early age: 5.6% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 19.7% had used a drug by age 13, and 38.4% by

15.
In the past year, 12.2% of all high school students in the county who drive and 18.0% of seniors who drive said

that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 21.8% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.0% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 63.5% of seniors said

it is easy to get marijuana and 29.0% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescentsubstance abuse and risk-

taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. Lexington County data, for 1992-93, is available on the Kids Count

website at www.sckidscount.org. 591



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 166 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 169 in 2000 and 163 in 2001. This represented 2.7% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several

times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 2.2% for
Whites and 4.8% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 69.9% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Lexington County has decreased by 35.(
Overall, it has decreased by 38.9% for Whites, and decreased by 41.5% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 1,178 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the
Solicitor for delinquency; of these, 15.8% were age 12 or younger, 33.6% were 13 or 14, and 50.6% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 5.1% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 268 juvenile cases constituting 15.2% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 21.7% lived in families with income under $10,000,

27.3% with $10,000-$19,999 and 51.1% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 24.3% of delinquents lived with both

natural parents, while 50.9% lived in a single parent household, 22.5% lived with other relatives, and 2.3% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
33.0% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 53.1% had at least one prior
referral and 18.4% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 1.2% had been referred by the age of 10, 7.9% by the age of 12, and 25.1% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 594 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 6.6% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 172 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 863 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 7.9% of their age group: 7.1% for White and
11.0% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 55 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the

major cause, resulting in 25 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 8 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 9 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Lexington County. The 24.5%
of children in single-parent families, 11.4% in poverty, 23.9% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are

at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

89.4% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 70.3% are born to married parents, and 75.5% lived in
two-parent families; 88.6% were not poor and 68.3% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 92.1% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 87.2% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 75.2% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 79.5% for 8th grade reading, 78.7% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 76.1% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 57.5% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 77.9% do not use drugs, and 71.9% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 51.3% of

3rd graders and 37.3% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 42.5% of 3rd graders and
32.7% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South

Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.scicidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local

data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(amgc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.org
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Lexington County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 Rank 199,

NsEOD
Low Birth Weight 2001 120 215 232 +93.3% +7.9% 6.0 7.7 7.9 32.3% 3.3% 3

White babies IEMINIMII 154 158 +73.6% +2.6% 5.3 6.6 6.7 26.4% 0.9%

African American and Other babies 111C3111111111:3 61 74 +155.2% +21.3% 9.6 12.4 12.4 28.4% -0.6% 10

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 aim 996 657 -43.8% -34.0% 22.7 35.4 22.3 -1.8% -37.1%

White babies mamma 719 439 +35.1% -38.9% 19.0 31.0 18.7 -1.6% -39.7%

African American and Other babies .12 43.9 56.5 36.5 -17.0% - 35.5%

Infant Mortality 2001 64 88 70 +9.4% -20.5% 1.1 1.1 0.8 -25.9% -27.4%., 1

White babies IECCEMMIgn 65 53 +12.8% -18.5% 0.9 1.0 0.7 -19.8% -23.6% 10

African American and Other babies 2001 II=11 23 17 +0.0% -26.1% 1.8 1.6 1.0 -45.8% -39.7% 9

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 104 156 115 +10.6% -26.3% 5.2 5.6 3.9 -24.6% -29.8% NEMIIMEMEMECrillIMElfillIE/1111111:WillEZIMMIE3

-27.5% 11.3 10.4 6.2 -45.2% -40.6% 13MEIAfrican American and Other babies 2001 WW1 51 37 +8.8%

Births to mothers under 20 2001 290 395 313 +7.9% -20.8% 14.4 14.1 10.6 -26.5% -24.6%

White babies trillINIMMINIECMIII 12.6 12.1 9.6 -24.0% -20.7% IMOMtnIIIIIAfrican American and Other babies 2001 =Ka 114 89 +20.3% +21.9% 24,6 23.3 14.9 -39.5% -36.0%

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 410 515 486 +18.5% -5.6% 20.4 18.3 16.5 -19.1% -10.0%

White babies 2001 Mal 410 371 +20.8% -9.5% 18.0 17.7 15.8 -12.0% -10.6% 3

African American and Other babies KCEIMIECEI 105 115 +11.7% +9.5% 34.2 21.4 19.2 -43.8% -10.3% UM
Births to single mothers 2001 222 614 873 +293.2% +42.2% 11.0 21.9 29.7 168.9% 35.9% 2

MEM
White babies MIMI 92 323 520 +465.2% +61.0% 5.4 13.9 22.2 312.4% 59.5%

African American and Other babies 1/101IMEEEJ 291 353 +171.5% +21.3% 43.2 59.4 59.0 36.7% -0.5% 10

Children in single parent families 2000 5,584 7,346 12,649 +126.5% +72.2% 13.6 17.9 24.5 80.1% 36.8%MI=
White 2000 MUM 5,060 7,979 +89.7% +57.7% r 37

African American and Other 2000 1,353 2,229 4,670 +245.2% +109.5% 29.8 41.6 48.0 60.9% 15.3% 24

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 682 639 436 -36.1% -31.8% 26.8 20.1 12.8 -52.2% -36.3% 2

White males 2001 288 270 145 -49.7% -46.3% = 25.6 19.4 10.8 -57.8% -44.3% Mal
White females lErrIMIIMI 155 89 -52.7% -42.6% 18.5 12.7 7.1 -61.6% -44.1% MID
African American and Other males IEED11111110 122 128 +10.3% +4.9% 55.5 40.5 30.8 -44.5% -24.0%MOZEBBErrillIME3 90 72 -20.0% -20.0% 46.1 34.7 18.1 -60.7% -47.8% 21

Repeating Grades 1 -3 2000 304 339 234 -23.0% -31.0% 12.0 11.1 6.5 -45.8% -41.4% 7

White males 2000 MEI 160 91 -39.3% -43.1% 13.4 12.1 6.0 -55.2% -50.4% 9

White females 2000 MEI 76 56 -32.5% -26.3% 8.1 6.3 4.1 -49.4% - 34.9 %®
African American and Other males 2000 61 47 +20.5% -23.0% 20.4 23.5 12.1 -40.7% -48.5% IMMO
African American and Other females 2000 IMMEMBRINCIMMIZIEW 17.0 16.5 10.9 -35.9% -33.9% IIMEll

Grade 3 Math below standards"" 2002 686 290 666 -2.9% +129.7% 26.6 10.2 19.6 -26.3% 92.2% 3

White males REMWWII 97 200 -30.3% +106.2% 24.8 8.0 14.7 -40.7% 83.8% 9

White females 2002 89 179 -27.5% +101.1% 22.6 7.6 14.6 -35.4% 92.1%

African American and Other males 2002 111.1131 43 164 +90.7% +281.4% 49.1 21.0 40.2 -18.1% 91.4% 9

African American and Other females 2002 64 61 122 +90.6% +100.0% 43.0 25.3 31.5 -26.7% 24.5% 9

Grade 3 Readin below standards- 2002 449 187 543 +20.9% +190.4% 17.4 6.6 16.0 -8.0% 142.4% 1

White males 2002 87 212 +0.0% +143.7% 18.3 7.2 15.6 -14.8% 116.7% 2

White females
African American and Other males

2002
2002

INIEESI
73

45
31

120 -1.6% +166.7% 11.2 3.9 9.8 -12.5% 151.3% 6

132 +80.8% +325.8% 41.7 15.3 32.4 -22.3% 111.8% 3

African American and Other females 2002 h 24 79 +92.7% +229.2% 27.5 10.0 20.5 -25.5% 105.0% 3

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 434 614 492 +13.4% -19.9% 17.1 22.2 14.9 -12.9% -32.9% 1

White males 1998 MINIEZi 271 170 -8.6% -37.3%

White females 1998 96 174 136 +41.7% -21.8% 9.1 14.7 10.2 12.1% -30.6% 6

African American and Other males 1998 11111.11 105 105 +19.3% +0.0% 53.3 46.1 36.8 -31.0% -20.2% 27

African American and Other females 1998 59 80 +45.5% +35.6% 30.7 31.7 29.8 -2.9% -6.0% 9

'Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.

Data include paternity acknowledgements.
BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

BEST COPY AVAIL&

594

Page 17

LE



Lexington County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education ((continued

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Yea

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 987 446 861 -12.8% +93.0% 38.3 16.8 24.8 -35.2% 47.6%

White males 2002 404 163 284 -29.7% +74.2% 33.2 14.0 20.1 -39.5% 43.6%

White females 2002 349 143 283 -18.9% +97.9% 33.5 13.1 20.8 -37.9% 58.8%

African American and Other males 2002 118 67 152 +28.8% +126.9% 73.7 35.3 44.8 -39.2% 26.9%

African American and Other females 2002 115 71 142 +23.5% +100.0% 75.2 34.6 39.0 -48.1% 12.7%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 735 413 713 -3.0% +72.6% 28.4 15.5 20.5 -27.8% 32.3%

White males 2002 325 188 267 -17.8% +42.0% 26.7 16.1 18.8 -29.6% 16.8%

White females 2002 206 116 187 -9.2% +61.2% 19.7 10.6 13.8 -29.9% 30.2%

African American and Other males 2002 112 60 146 +30.4% +143.3% 69.6 31.4 42.9 -38.4% 36.6%

African American and Other females 2002 91 48 113 +24.2% +135.4% 59.5 23.3 31.1 -47.7% 33.5%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 612 560 NA -8.5% NA 22.4 16.4 NA -26.8%

White males 1998 NA 257 NA NA NA NA 21.8 14.2 NA -34.9%

White females 1998 NA 168 NA NA NA NA 14.6 9.5 NA -34.9%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 108 NA NA NA NA 51.2 37.6 NA -26.6%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 79 NA NA NA NA 41.4 31.7 NA -23.4%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 799 396 645 -19.3% +62.9% 29.1 16.1 21.3 -26.8% 32.3%

White males 2002 312 176 236 -24.4% +34.1% 25.9 16.0 19.8 -23.6% 23.8%

White females 2002 244 101 190 -22.1% +88.1% 20.9 9.8 15.4 -26.3% 57.1%

African American and Other males 2002 135 53 106 -21.5% +100.0% 66.5 37.1 40.2 -39.5% 8.4%

African American and Other females 2002 105 66 112 +6.7% +69.7% 63.6 37.1 33.4 -47.5% -10.0%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 565 601 836 +48.0% +39.2% 19.7 20.6 24.0 21.7% 16.6%

White males 2000-02 266 272 410 +54.3% +50.6% 20.4 21.0 27.9 36.4% 33.0%

White females 2000-02 218 238 274 +25.8% +15.3% 17.9 19.0 19.7 '10.1% 3.7%

African American and Other males 2000-02 54 64 89 +67.0% +40.7% 30.1 32.2 28.4 -5.8% -11.9%

African American and Other females 2000-02 28 27 63 +123.8% +132.1% 16.6 15.5 20.2 21.7% 30.6%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 4,501 3,973 4,209 -6.5% +5.9% 25.9 23.9 13.5 -47.7% -43.3%

White males NA 2,131 1,799 NA NA NA 28.0 25.7 NA NA NA

White females NA 1,519 1,443 NA NA NA 20.1 20.1 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 404 432 NA NA NA 42.0 35.2 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 447 299 NA NA NA 34.9 24.3 NA NA NA

4,785 4,647
Eco

6,3731 +33.2%
a

+37.1%
-s

11.1 2.7% 7.5%L
8.2%

Poverty Rate 2000 10.6 11.4

White children 2000 2,756 2,735 3,548 +28.7% +29.7% 7.3 7.3 7.9 8.2%

1 African American and Other children 2000 1,963 1,912 2,825 +43.9% +47.8% 37.2 29.2 25.3 -31.9% -13.2%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 49,399 $ 55,133 $ 58,328 +18.1% +5.8% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 51,182 $ 57,776 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 31,685 $ 35,446 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent 023 Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 216 230 163 -24.5% -29.1% 4.2 4.7 2.7 -36.2% -42.6%

White 2001 172 164 112 -34.9% -31.7% 3.9 4.0 2.2 -42.9% -45.0%

African American and Other 2001 44 66 51 +15.9% -22.7% 6.9 9.4 4.8 -30.2% -48.9%

Delinquency 2002 194 434 594 +206.2% +36.9% 2.5 5.5 6.6 165.2% 20.5%

White males 2002 102 225 288 +182.4% +28.0% 3.0 6.4 8.0 165.9% 24.7%

White females 2002 70 120 150 +114.3% +25.0% 2.1 3.5 4.2 99.5% 19.7%

African American and Other males 2002 14 75 107 +664.3% +42.7%' 3.2 17.0 12.0 275.7% -29.3%

African American and Other females 2002 8 14 49 +512.5% +250.0% 1.7 2.9 5.6 227.5% 92.0%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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In 2000 there were an estimated 1,937 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 545 were White, 1,347
were African-American, and 45 were other races. There were 2,139 children under age 18 in 1990, 2,568 in 1980,
3,353 in 1970, and 4,077 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 19.5% of the
population in 2000, down from 47.2% in 1960, 42.1% in 1970, and 32.9% in 1980.

In 2000 the 498 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 5.0% of the overall population: 2.9% of Whites and 6.5% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

White
28.1%

AA&O*
71.9%

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.3% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.0% and "some other
race alone" at 0.9% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 94.2% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 47.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 3 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 3.8% of
all babies born in the county; 0.0% of all White and 6.1% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 100.0% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 12 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 15.0% of all born in the
county; 3.2% of all White and 22.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20.
Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 100.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 10 babies, 12.7% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
6.7% of White and 16.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 39.8% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 54.4% had completed 12
grades (43.3% of Whites and 61.2% of African Americans and Others) and 32.9% had more than a high school degree
(50.0% of Whites and 22.4% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 36

babies, 45.0% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 53.4%
and in 1960 it was 15.7%. In 2001, 19.4% of White children and 61.2% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 11 babies, 13.8% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 47, constituting 58.8% of all babies, 22.6% of White babies,
and 81.6% of African-American and Others.

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA&O

0-- Total
White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 139 marriage licenses were issued, while 11 divorce decrees involving 6 children

were filed. In 1970, only 2 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 624 children lived
with only one parent. This was 42.6% of all children, up from 30.3% in 1990, 21.2% in 1980, and 16.0% in 1970. In 2000,
18.8% of White and 52.5% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000, 163 or
39.3% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 12.0% of White and 51.0% of African American and Other
pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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40%
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 77.3% of mothers with children under 6 and 76.0% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 28.9% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
72.5% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 143 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 91.6% of these are in licensed
programs and 8.4% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 91.6% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 8.4% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 0.0% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the area, the average
weekly charge is $ 65.83 for centers and $ 57.63 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 0% of centers with
pre-school staff and 100% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 0% of centers with pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 0% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 0% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 0% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare homes,
100% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 50% have less than a high school
degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 69 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 30.4% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
55.1% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 16.7% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 8.6% of all children did
not live with their natural parents: Approximately 6 or 0.3% of all children lived with relatives, 31 or 1.6% lived with

non-relatives, 4 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 126 or 6.5% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 29 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 12 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 30.8% for physical abuse, 0.0% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 53.8% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 0.0% for medical neglect, 15.4% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 19 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 47.4% were male, 52.6% were female; 21.1% were White, 79.0% were African-American and
Other. By age, 33.3% were ages 0 - 5, 55.6% were ages 6 - 12, and 11.1% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
15.8% of the children lived in two-parent families, 63.2% in single parent families, 21.1% with unmarried couples, and
0.0% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 10 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 2.1 years. The ages of children in foster care were 20.0% 0-2, 10.0% 3-5, 30.0% 6-10, 20.0%
11-13, and 20.0% 14 and above. The foster care population is 70.0% males and 30.0% females. Regarding their future,
30.0% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 30.0% for return to a parent or guardian, 10.0% for placement
with a relative, 10.0% for independent living, 20.0% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 4.14 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.12 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 506 children and youth under the age of 18 lived in 255 families with incomes below poverty,
comprising 26.6% of all children and youth: 7.2% of Whites and 34.0% of African-Americans and Others. A rough
estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 30.1%, it was
35.2% in 1979 and 49.6% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 30.2% of children 0 5

(11.6% White, 34.4% African-American and Other), and 24.6% of children 6 - 17 (6.3% White, 32.4% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 11.9% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially inproved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single- parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 40.7% of children in single- parent families lived in
poverty, but only 14.2% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single- parent families made up
68.7% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 1,054 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 548 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 221 11.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 506 26.6% 38 7.2% 468 34.0%

Under 125% 634 33.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 825 43.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 948 49.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 972 51.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 1,054 55.4% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 1,937 545 1,392
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our we s te at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $33,532. In 1989 it was $36,556, and 1979, it
was $32,370, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$18,500 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $46,704 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, McCormick County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.3%.

Child Support Payments: There were 89' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 31.5 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 228,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 173 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 220. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 12, or 15.0% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 17, or

21.3% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 6 or 19.4% of Whites and 11 or 22.4% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, women received no prenatal care at all.
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Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 7 or 8.8% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 10.2% of African-American and Other babies and 6.5% of White babies. During 1999-2001,
approximately 9 or 3.5% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
2.3% of White babies and 4.2% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $9,772 and $51,741 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $1,777 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $164,549 for all low birthweight
babies, of which $116,582 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate increased by 159.1% from
6.1 to 15.7 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 100.0% from 10.9 to 0.0 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 471.1% from 4.2 to 24.1 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 0 White and 4 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 1 White and
1 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 600



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the McCormick County went to the emergency room 153 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, White and African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, White and 2 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 51% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinic s were not
fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B and
Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen in
public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 4.9%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a tim
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 91 to 136 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identith
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 6 reported cases of children under age 15 and 25 youth ages 1
19 infected with gonorrhea; 4 youth under 15 and 56 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 194 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications ft
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 58 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 41 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 1 in

McCormick County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantia 1 functional impairment and 5.9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 135 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 90 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 175 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 88 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 263 uninsured children in McCormick County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 1 nurses, compared with 1 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in McCormick County has increased by 81.8% from June 1997 to June 2001;
thus Medicaid and PHC were serving 51.2% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$2.3 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of McCormick County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 991.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 21 56 0 0 77
Children 1 - 5 47 225 0 7 279
Children 6 - 14 67 381 0 9 457
Children 15 - 18 23 153 0 2 178
Total 158 815 0 18 991

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ai

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 33.3% for Whites and 17.1% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soc
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

8 children not ready 9.5% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

4 children failing 4.5% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

6 children failing 7.0% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

14 children over-age 17.7% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

24 six and seven year olds and 26 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 15.5% and 16.5% of their age groups respectively: 13.6% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 16.9% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 9.5% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 17.7% over age in grade 3, and 16.5% of eight and nine year-olds
placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in

combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 41 speech and language impaired, 58 learning disabled, 11 emotionally

disabled, 33 mentally impaired, and 10 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 14.3% of all students in grades l 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

27 students did not pass all parts 37.0% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in McCormick County who did not meet standards declined from 53.6% to 27.8% in math and from
70.9% to 32.2% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 35.8% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 45.7% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 52.8% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 47.4% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 40.4% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 56.8% in 1990 and 55.5% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 59.1%, but in 2002 41.9% of 4th graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 53.1% in 1999 and 59.3% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 10.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 185 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 22 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8

=2)=.

3rd

Total

8th 3rd I 8th 3rd I 8th

WM W F

3rd 8th

AA&OM

3rd I 8th

AA&OF

0 1999

0 2002

605



Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 39.2 0.0 0.0 50.0 34.4
4 48.6 0.0 0.0 51.4 48.3
5 55.2 30.8 14.3 68.6 61.3
6 50.6 0.0 0.0 54.5 47.5
7 73.6 0.0 0.0 84.4 73.3
8 64.3 0.0 0.0 78.6 61.1

Basic

3 40.5 0.0 0.0 41.2 46.9
4 35.1 0.0 0.0 32.4 41.4
5 36.8 38.5 57.1 31.4 35.5
6 40.5 0.0 0.0 42.4 37.5
7 18.1 0.0 0.0 12.5 16.7

8 32.9 0.0 0.0 17.9 38.9

Proficient

3 20.3 0.0 0.0 8.8 18.8
4 10.8 0.0 0.0 16.2 0.0
5 5.7 23.1 14.3 0.0 3.2
6 7.6 0.0 0.0 3.0 12.5
7 6.9 0.0 0.0 3.1 6.7
8 2.9 0.0 0.0 3.6 0.0

Advanced

3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
4 5.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.3

5 2.3 7.7 14.3 0.0 0.0
6 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.5
7 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.3
8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 31,.8% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 125

students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 58 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 27.0 0.0 0.0 38.2 21.9
4 35.1 0.0 0.0 43.2 31.0
5 46.0 38.5 14.3 62.9 38.7

6 45.6 0.0 0.0 57.6 32.5
7 37.5 0.0 0.0 46.9 33.3
8 54.3 0.0 0.0 75.0 44.4

Basic

3 47.3 0.0 0.0 52.9 50.0
4 50.0 0.0 0.0 56.8 41.4
5 41.4 23.1 57.1 31.4 54.8

6 39.2 0.0 0.0 33.3 47.5
7 48.6 0.0 0.0 46.9 53.3
8 40.0 0.0 0.0 25,0 47.2

Proficient

3 23.0 0.0 0.0 8.8 28.1

4 14.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 27.6
5 12.6 38.5 28.6 5.7 6.5

6 15.2 0.0 0.0 9.1 20.0

7 13.9 0.0 0.0 6.3 13.3

8 4.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.6

Advanced

3 2.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
8 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.8

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

33 students drop out annually 34.1% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 24.7% of 8th graders
failed to graduate- from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 33.0% during 1985-89, and 50.3%
during 1990-94, 39.8% during 1995-97 and 45.6% during 1998-2000*".

During 2001-02, 94.9% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
5.1% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the web8en



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 50 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 5

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 36.2% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 27.0% to 73.6%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ille:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by ;

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*

50%7
40%,

30% 20.1%
17.1%

20%-

10 %-

0% 1 V

16.4%/
z-7-1

White Males Af. Amer.Males White Females Af. Amer.
Females

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest McCormick County data, for 1992-93, is available on the
Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org. 609



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001

showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 10 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 9 in 2000 and 4 in 2001. This represented 1.7% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 0.0% for
Whites and 2.4% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 75.0% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in McCormick County has decreased by 64A
Overall, it has decreased by 100.0% for Whites, and decreased by 41.5% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 38 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 5.3% were age 12 or younger, 39.5% were 13 or 14, and 55.3% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 7.5% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 4 juvenile cases constituting 7.5% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 11.1% lived in families with income under $10,000,
38.9% with $10,000-$19,999 and 50.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 0.0% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 65.2% lived in a single parent household, 30.4% lived with other relatives, and 4.3% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
31.8% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 42.1% had at least one prior
referral and 10.5% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 0.0% had been referred by the age of 10, 3.7% by the age of 12, and 18.5% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 21 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 5.5% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 5 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 96 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 18.4% of their age group: 4.2% for White and
23.9% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 3 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 2 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in McCormick County. The
42.6% of children in single-parent families, 26.6% in poverty, 45.6% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school
students using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many
children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community
citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
85.0% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 41.2% are born to married parents, and 57.4% lived in
two-parent families; 73.4% were not poor and 44.6% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.2% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 90.5% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 35.7% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 45.7% for 8th grade reading, 63.0% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 54.4% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 25.7% of
3rd graders and 5.7% of 8th graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 20.3% of 3th graders and 2.9%
of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.scicidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291 611

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org



McCormick County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent

Year
1980* 1990'

Most
Recent

Data

Percent
Change
80 -pies

Percent
Change
90 -pies

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80 -pies

Percent
Change
90 -pies

1980 Rank 199,

.

70
,. 1

1

Low Birth Weight 2001 11 6 7 -364% +167% 52 88 264% 701% 6

White babies 2001 3 - 2 -33.3% NA 7.1 - 6.5 -8.5% NA 37

Afncan American and Other babies 2001 8 6 5 -37.5% -16.7% 6.9 6.8 10.2 48.0% 49.7% 2

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 94 67 17 +81.9% -74.6% 59.5 57.8 21.3 -64.2% -63.1% 44

White babies 2001 14 14 6 -57.1% -57.1% 33.3 50.0 19.4 -41.7% -61.2% 38

Afncan American and Other babies 2001 80 53 11 -86.3% -79.2% 69.0 60.2 22.4 -67.5% -62.7% 40

Infant Mortality 2001 13 2 4 -69.2% +100.0% 2.8 0.6 1.6 -44.4% 159.1% 44

White babies 2001 1 1 - -100.0% -100.0% 0.9 1.1 0.0 -100.0% -100.0% 6

African American and Other babies 2001 12 1 4 -66 7% 300 0% 3 5 0 4 2 4 -30.5% 471 1% 46

Births to mothers under 18 2001 16 11 3 -81 3% 72 7% 10 1 9 5 3 8 62 5% -59 9% 35IMEITIIINITIMIIMEl - - 100.0% - 100.0% =En 3.6 wwn - 100.0% 100 0% WM
Afncan American and Other babies WM=Ea 3 -80.0% MEM INEEIIIMICIMMEIMEEIEEMEEMIN:31

Births to mothers under 20 2001 40 28 12 -70.0% -57.1% 25.3 24.1 15.0 -40.8% - 37.9% 41

White babies IECIMINalll
r CM=El11111E[1111EZEIMENI3

-75.0% WITE13=EUMMIZMWEIMIZEZIMITEMINIMI
IMICIMMINEEEMINEEMEZES=MIAfrican American and Other babies

3irths to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 73 30 10 86 3% -66.7% 46.2 25.9 12.5 -72.9% - 51.7% 111:1MEMTIMIrririMKIill©MED153msemigamnaj 7

African American and Other babies Ira=1121EM:11113121=13121MEI 26.1 MEMEINIUSA_MINEESI 6

Births to single mothers "" 2001 56 65 47 -16.1% - 27.7% 35.4 56.0 58.8 65 9% I1.9% 40

White babies NEMIME111111 +600.0% MEM MEISIMEIMMIE1 849.2% IMEZMINEI
African American and Other babies EMI=El 59 :CIINEE131111/313ifin=NCIMEDMEMMEM MINI

Children in single parent families 2000 485 497 624 28 7% +25.6% 21.2 30.3 42.6 100.9% 40.6 %; 35

White 2000 MI:13111110[2211ME121WillaIMBIME31 154.0% 67 8% MIM2
African American and Other 2000 436 430 543 +24.5% +26.3% Wiria 402 52.5 99.7% 30.3%

r
m8

tica
: it Ready for Grade 1 2001 41 30 -80.5% -73.3% 31.5 29.7 9.5 -69.8% -68.0%

White males ECCNIMNIIMMEMENI 1 oo 0% -100.0% MIAMEDIME1 - 100.0% - 100.0 %' 46

White females ISCEMMMIN111==11=E111=1ZOMMINMEIMEOMMZCIMMZ/IMMEI
IMZIMMAMEINEVEZIIMM3M11111WIIMEE1W1253M1711111MOMAfrican American and Other males WIN

African American and Other females 2001 IIMEI=MEM 2 INIEBEIIKEIMMEIMMINWEIMEZMIE111111=1
Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 15 11 5 -66.7% -54.5% 11.8 10.0 5.0 -57.6% -50.0% 6IMZEIMEI 2000 .1.1.11 - =NM - 100.0% lin 7.1 Mil NA - 100.0% MIMI

White females 2000 =11.11 NA - 100.0% IIMEIMIIIMII NA - 100.0%

African American and Other males 2000 MEJIMMEa - 70.0% MIMEO Mr111=1111=313 - 57.7% MIMI 7

African American and Other females 2000 MIMIIM=1=MB -60.0% 100.0% MI IMMO=IMMOMEMMIMI
Grade 3 Math below standards"" 2002 58 15 29 -50.0% +93.3% 44.3 13.8 39.2 -11.5% 184.1% 28

White males ElmMIEllEl - - 100 .0% =CaWEIMMI=MI - 100.0% =NM 45

White females Kai1111MillEIMMEIMIENZIMEMEISUMNIIMM - 100.0% 1=IffiMIWEI
African American and Other males WM=El 7 121111E112111M21113MD 12.1 ME{:0=1E1111 313.2% MMIUI
African American and Other females WM

2002
23
68

MM3
18

11
20

IMSEOMEZIMEMEIgnM22
-70.6% +11.1% 51.9 16.4 27.0

-10 2%
-48.0%

IME131111=2
64.6% EMSGrade 3 Reading below standards""1231113EIMIEIMMEIIMME -100 0% MIE1=EKEIMINI=11 1000% M=EIMEMZEI

White females EITIAMIEIMMEIMMIN - 100.0% MI12MZEMIMI=IM - 100.0% MMONINIZI
African American and Other males IICIEMMINIElliE111111121=1:7113 MIIIIMBIMIXIMEMEINEZEZI WWI
African American and Other females ECIZI=EmmaIMMEIREEMITIG3MlEJIMEIMEICIIMIZEZIMEEIMIE1

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 67 55 25 -62.7% -54.5% 52.8 47.4 36.8 -30.3% -22 4% 46

IM211 1998 IME11=KINEINIIECEIMEE131=1111=1:1=1213 60.0% -60.0% IMMEI
ME I illZf 1998 MIMEIMMMEN=la - 100.0% EMIIME1=3:11MILl - 100.0% MEI

African American and Other males 1998 MMEEIMEM 13 MICOMINFLI21 MIEHM1/111MEMESE111 -05 %' 45

African American and Other females 1998 27 20 11 -59.3% -45.0% 48.2 48.8 28.9 -40.0% -40 8% 43

,

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
"" BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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McCormick County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators

Grade 8 Math below state standards**
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Grade 8 Readin below state standards**
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem t

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Most
Recent Year

2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998

2002

2002
2002
2002
2002

1980* 1990*

Education
Number

75
2
3

30
40

100
2
2

48
48

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

116

25

1

18

6

29

1

19

8
63

3

41

18

Percent
Change 80-

pres

-40.0%
-50.0%

-100.0%
-26.7%
-45.0%
-62.0%

-50.0%
-100.0%

-56.3%
-66.7%

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

37

5
6

55
46

5
17
15

-76.7%

-100.0%
-66.7%
-87.3%
-60.9%

2000-02

2000-02
2000-02
2000-02
2000-02

2000

NA
NA
NA
NA

27 46

2
4

12
10

3
4

23
17

+21.0%

+183.3%
+61.9%
+11.1%
-15.8%

1,489 469

338
349
408
394

140
14

233
82

481

NA
NA
NA
NA

((continued

Percent
Change 90-

pres

+80.0%
NA

-100.0%
+22.2%

+266.7%
+31.0%
+0.0%

-100.0%
+10.5%

+100.0%
-30.2%

NA
NA
NA
NA

-27.0%

NA
-60.0%
-58.8%
+20.0%

-28.2%

+126.7%
+41.7%
-40.7%
-51.5%

-67.7% +2.6%

1980

53.6
33.3
42.9
43.5
69.0
70.9

33.3
25.0
69.6
82.8
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

73.0

50.0
42.9
82.1
71.9

18.9

17.4
36.8
18.6
16.5

36.7

NA NA 37.3
NA NA 39.0
NA NA 40.1
NA NA 31.8

1990

27.8
0.0

25.0
40.9
15.8
32.2

25.0
25.0
43.2
21.1
56.8

33.3
14.3
73.2
46.1

45.7

0.0
62.5
50.0
39.5

36.5

38.5
72.7
37.2
31.7

44.8

60.6
12.0
55.7
29.2

Percent

Most
Recent

64.3

78.6
61.1
54.3

Percent
Change 80-

pres

20.0%

75.0
44.4
45.4
15.4

56.1
52.8

37.0

0.0
25.0
28.0
48.6

34.1

-100.0%
-100.0%

80.7%
-11.4%
-23.4%

-100.0%
-100.0%

7.8%
-46.4%

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

-49.3%

-100.0%
-41.7%
-65.9%
-32.4%

53.1
51.5
36.7
21.2

80.7%

205.5%
39.8%
97.2%
28.6%

36.2

NA
NA
NA
NA

-1.4%

NA
NA
NA
NA

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

131.3%
NA

-100.0%
92.2%

286.7%
68.6%

- 100.0%
-100.0%

73.6%
110.4%
-20.1%
-53.8%

-100.0%
-23.4%
14.5%

-19.0%

NA
-60.0%
-44.0%
23.0%

-6.6%

38.1%
-29.2%

-1.3%
-33.1%

-19.2%

NA
NA
NA
NA

Poverty Rate 2000 912 608 506 -44.5% -16.8% 35.2 30.1 26.6 -24.4% -11.6%

White children 2000 0 52 38 NA -26.9% 16.2 8.9 7.2 -55.5% -19.1%

African American and Other children 2000 798 556 468 -41.4% -15.8% 42.2 38.7 34.0 -19.3% -12.1%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 32,370 $ 36,556 $ 33,532 +3.6% -8.3% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 36,762 $ 53,571 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 29,694 $ 28,439 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

A ol scent GW3 Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17)

White
African American and Other

Delinquency
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

2001 17 15 4 -76.5% -73.3% 5.5 6.0 1.7 -69.0% -71.7%

2001 2 -100.0% -100.0% 2.2 1.4 0.0 -100.0% -100.0%

2001 15 14 4 -73.3% -71.4% 6.5 7.8 2.4 63.2% -69.2%

2002 12 5 21 +75.0% +320.0% 2.7 1.4 5.5 104.7% 294.7%

2002 2 3 +50.0% NA 3.1 0.0 4.3 38.2% NA

2002 3 -66.7% +0.0% 5.0 2.4 2.0 -60.0% -16.7%

2002 4 4 9 +125.0% +125.0% 2.5 2.9 6.4 157.1% 121.7%

2002 t 3 8 +166.7% NA 1.9 0.0 6.2 223.9% NA

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 9,794 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 3,072 were White, 6,508

were African-American, and 214 were other races. There were 10,579 children under age 18 in 1990, 11,620 in 1980,

11,941 in 1970, and 14,897 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 27.6% of the

population in 2000, down from 46.5% in 1960, 39.4% in 1970, and 34.0% in 1980.
In 2000 the 3,002 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.5% of the overall population: 6.5% ofWhites and 9.8% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

" In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.2% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 0.9% and "some other
race alone" at 0.8% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 6.6% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 47.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 32 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.4% of
all babies born in the county; 2.1% of all White and 9.0% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 100.0% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.
In 2001, 100 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 20.1% of all born in the

county; 12.8% of all White and 24.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 90.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

614
Marion County. Page 1



Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 121 babies, 24.4% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
20.4% of White and 26.9% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 53.8% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 45.3% had completed 12
grades (39.2% of Whites and 48.9% of African Americans and Others) and 30.3% had more than a high school degree
(40.3% of Whites and 24.3% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 253

babies, 50.9% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 40.4%
and in 1960 it was 18.4%. In 2001, 17.1% of White children and 71.3% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 52 babies, 10.5% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 305, constituting 61.4% of all babies, 29.4% of White babies,
and 80.6% of African-American and Others.

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%
1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA &O

0 Total
aWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 257 marriage licenses were issued, while 120 divorce decrees involving 97 children

were filed. In 1970, only 50 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 3,508 children
lived with only one parent. This was 45.2% of all children, up from 34.8% in 1990, 22.9% in 1980, and 19.4% in 1970. In
2000, 20.5% of White and 58.7% of African-American and Other children lived in single parent families. Also in 2000,
1,067 or 45.6% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 17.4% of White and 63.2% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

1970 1980 1990 2000

AA&O

6Total
A-- White
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 71.1% of mothers with children under 6 and 73.7% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 43.0% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
65.5% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 1,350 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 91.3% of these are in licensed

programs and 8.7% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 80.7% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 7.6% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 10.7% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 1.1% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 57.82 for centers and $ 68.13 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 45.5% of centers with
pre-school staff and 50% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 36.4% of centers with pre-school staff and 50% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 63.6% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 62.5% of centers most assistants have only a
high school degree. In 27.3% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 55.6% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 27.8% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 277 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 23.0% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

44.4% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 10.2% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 11.2% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 900 or 9.2% of all children lived with relatives, 172 or 1.8% lived with

non-relatives, 16 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 4 or 0.0% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 281 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 86 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 9.0% for physical abuse, 3.4% for sexual abuse, 1.1% for mental injury,
43.8% for physical neglect, 3.4% for educational neglect, 11.2% for medical neglect, 28.1% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 151 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 51.7% were male, 48.3% were female; 15.2% were White, 84.8% were African-American and
Other. By age, 38.7% were ages 0 - 5, 42.0% were ages 6 12, and 19.3% were ages 13 17. In the indicated cases,
13.9% of the children lived in two-parent families, 75.5% in single parent families, 6.0% with unmarried couples, and 4.6%

in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 86 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 5.9 years. The ages of children in foster care were 11.6% 0-2, 18.6% 3-5, 33.7% 6-10, 9.3%
11-13, and 26.7% 14 and above. The foster care population is 48.8% males and 51.2% females. Regarding their future,

30.2% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 43.0% for return to a parent or guardian, 5.8% for placement
with a relative, 14.0% for independent living, 7.0% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.62 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.15 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be po ted o the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 3,217 children and youth under the age of 18 lived in 1,364 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 33.6% of all children and youth: 12.4% of Whites and 43.6% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 37.7%, it was

33.3% in 1979 and 43.8% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 37.4% of children 0 5

(15.9% White, 48.1% African-American and Other), and 31.8% of children 6 - 17 (10.3% White, 41.6% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 23.5% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 52.8% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 13.0% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
57.7% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.

Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 5,896 children ages 0-17 who were less

than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 2,679 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,473 15.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 3,217 33.6% 380 12.4% 2,837 43.6%

Under 125% 4,041 42.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 4,819 50.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 5,403 56.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 5,608 58.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 5,896 61.5% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 9,794 3,072 6,722
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $37,802. In 1989 it was $34,214, and 1979, it
was $34,506, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$20,318 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $52,339 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Marion County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 0.6%.

Child Support Payments: There were 663' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 23.1 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 226,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 1,115 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 186. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 85, or 17.1% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 103,

or 20.7% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 30 or 16.0% of Whites and 73 or 23.5% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 1 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 57 or 11.5% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 14.2% of African-American and Other babies and 7.0% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 45 or 3.0% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 0.9% of White babies and 4.2% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $8,146 and $98,748 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,420 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $894,163 for all
low birthweight babies, of which $746,183 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 15.0% from
17.0 to 14.4 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 22.6% from 6.9 to 5.3 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 11.0% from 22.2 to 19.8 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 3 White and 19 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 4
White and 25 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 618



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Marion County went to the emergency room 1,007 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 1 White and 11 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 3 White and 4 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 68.8% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 5.4%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 395 to 593 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identific
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were reported cases of children under age 15 and 50 youth ages 1-
19 infected with gonorrhea; youth under 15 and 67 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth w]
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 14.0% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 52.5% by age 15. In a typical
month, 19.6% of 7th and 8th graders and 27.8% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 41.3% of White male and 38.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 22.4% of African-American males and 16.7% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (2.6%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(9.8% compared with 1.2% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Marion County. All districts
participated, but there was partial participation by District 7.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development,
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 979 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 545 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 302 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 7 in

Marion County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 617 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 411 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 980 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 387 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,367 uninsured children in Marion County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 8 nurses, compared with 5 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Marion County has increased by 66.3% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 68.9% of all children in hat age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$15.8 million.

620



In June 2001, the total number of Marion County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 6,745. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 98 328 10 9 445
Children 1 - 5 334 1,419 30 54 1,837
Children 6 - 14 512 2,628 13 82 3,235
Children 15 - 18 147 1,059 5 17 1,228
Total 1,091 5,434 58 162 6,745

Ambulatory Care : When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, at

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 36.8% for Whites and 33.0% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soc
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

68 children not ready 13.6% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001

100%-V

80%-

60%-

40%-

20 %-

0%

9.5%
16.4% 14.9%

White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

1st Grade Failures in 2002:

41 children failing 8.1% children failing

621



Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

87 children failing 17.3% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

114 children over-age 24.5% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

216 six and seven year olds and 291 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 22.8% and 29.1% of their age groups respectively: 25.8% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 30.1% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 13.6% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 24.5% over age in grade 3, and 29.1% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 302 speech and language impaired, 545 learning disabled, 36 emotionally

disabled, 331 mentally impaired, and 78 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 20.5% of all students in grades 1 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

194 students did not pass all parts 49.1% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Marion County who did not meet standards declined from 59.5% to 38.5% in math and from
63.7% to 37.2% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 39.8% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 45.2% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 37.9% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 41.2% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 38.2% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 40.1% in 1990 and 40.5% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 60.4%, but in 2002 41.1% of 4th graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 50.6% in 1999 and 51.4% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 27.2% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 970 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 363 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 45.6 25.0 32.0 55.2 46.6
4 43.7 23.2 28.2 51.5 46.2
5 36.3 9.7 21.7 45.5 40.7
6 54.8 37.9 37.8 63.2 57.3
7 61.8 45.2 33.3 72.4 65.3
8 50.9 28.8 40.8 62.6 48.1

Basic

3 40.3 48.3 42.0 38.3 39.2
4 38.1 37.5 33.3 38.0 39.2
5 42.8 50.0 51.7 36.5 44.0
6 32.8 37.9 31.1 29.9 34.4

7 27.9 41.1 44.4 21.6 24.4
8 37.6 46.2 36.7 28.9 43.9

Proficient

3 9.0 15.0 10.0 4.4 11.4

4 12.8 26.8 23.1 8.0 10.8

5 13.0 21.0 15.0 11.6 11.0

6 9.3 15.2 24.4 4.6 7.6

7 8.6 11.0 22.2 6.0 6.3

8 8.9 19.2 12.2 7.9 6.3

Advanced

3 5.1 11.7 16.0 2.2 2.8

4 5.4 12.5 15.4 2.5 3.8

5 7.9 19.4 11.7 6.3 4.4

6 3.2 9.1 6.7 2.3 0.6
7 1.8 2.7 0.0 0.0 4.0

8 2.5 5.8 10.2 0.5 1.6

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in
reading/language arts has decreased by 15.2% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 889
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 159 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 45.1 43.3 24.0 59.3 36.9
4 38.5 32.1 10.3 47.2 38.7
5 38.6 22.6 18.3 54.5 34.3
6 53.3 42.4 28.3 64.9 52.2
7 49.4 36.1 16.7 69.1 43.2
8 51.9 38.5 30.6 66.7 46.6

Basic

3 36.1 33.3 38.0 29.7 43.2
4 47.7 44.6 51.3 46.0 49.5
5 48.2 51.6 55.0 38.1 55.2
6 32.4 31.8 39.1 27.6 35.8
7 42.5 47.2 59.3 29.9 49.4
8 35.8 46.2 36.7 27.0 41.3

Proficient

3 17.3 21.7 32.0 9.9 19.3

4 13.3 23.2 33.3 6.7 11.8

5 12.6 22.6 26.7 7.4 9.9
6 13.3 22.7 30.4 6.3 11.9
7 7.5 13.9 22.2 1.0 7.4

8 10.6 11.5 24.5 5.8 11.6

Advanced

3 1.5 1.7 6.0 1.1 0.6
4 0.5 0.0 5.1 0.0 0.0
5 0.6 3.2 0.0 0.0 0.6

6 1.1 3.0 2.2 1.1 0.0
7 0.6 2.8 1.9 0.0 0.0

8 1.7 3.8 8.2 0.5 0.5

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

194 students drop out annually 32.4% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 25.1% of 8th graders
failed to graduate- from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 28.8% during 1985-89, and 28.0%
during 1990-94, 31.9% during 1995-97 and 35.5% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 93.3% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
6.7% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.*.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the websit
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 0 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 24
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 18.8% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 32.4% to 61.8%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 20.2% 21.9% 32.4% 38.6% 45.7% 27.8%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 20.1% 15.2% 19.6% 20.1% 33.3% 18.2%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 15.0% 15.3% 25.6% 30.3% 45.7% 21.2%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

24.7% 23.9% 3.4% 5.2% 15.5% 19.0% 7.4% 9.0% 12.6% 13.7% 13.3%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

7.5% 10.7% 1.1% 2.4% 6.0% 13.7% 2.2% 6.7% 4.2% 8.6% 7.0%

Been in a fight with
someone? 39.3% 35.2% 19.2% 17.8% 34.2% 35.3% 26.3% 23.2% 30.3% 27.7% 28.7%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.5% 1.4% 17.1% 14.0% 5.7% 4.4% 14.6% 27.5% 9.9% 14.8% 13.0%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

9.3% 6.8% 9.5% 10.3% 12.7% 11.0% 6.5% 11.4% 9.5% 10.3% 10.0%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

43.3% 49.2% 20.5% 33.8% 36.3% 49.3% 35.7% 39.1% 35.3% 42.8% 40.1%

Been suspended
from school? 18.4% 12.5% 2.3% 4.8% 28.3% 14.3% 15.1% 9.8% 18.7% 10.7% 13.7%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 17.0% 18.8% 10.3% 10.7% 12.2% 15.1% 8.3% 7.3% 11.3% 11.9% 11.7%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 13,1% NA 18.4% NA 8.2% NA 6.3% NA 10.1% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 7.1% 4.6% 1.2% 2.2% 5.7% 7.1% 2.7% 2.2% 4.2% 4.0% 4.1%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.5% 16.4% 30.6% 41.4% 11.1% 15.5% 26.5% 29.7% 19.7% 25.4% 23.3%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

10.4% 5.9% 13.9% 16.1% 3.3% 6.2% 7.6% 9.8% 7.4% 9.1% 8.5%

ource: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 39.0% middle school, 49.7% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 31.4% middle school, 24.6% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 33.0% middle school, 32.9% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 42.7% middle school, 62.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 17.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 38.0% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol h the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 44.9% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.2% of African-American males; likewise, 42.7% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 25.1%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 11.6% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 27.2% by age 13, and 55.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 17.8% of 7th and 8th graders and 34.3% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 16.5% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 36.9% of eighth
graders and 77.0% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.8% of eighth graders and 67.9% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.1% of eighth graders and 46.4% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 6.7% of 1h and gh graders and 18.1% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
11.5% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.2% reported usually'_
more drinks. Among high school students, 16.0% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 8.6% 5 or me
Among seniors, 19.9% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.6% 5 or more; however 18.8% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 8.2% of 7th and 8th graders and 21.1% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 25.8% of White males, 19.9% WI
females, 17.9% of African-American males, and 10.5% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug i
at an early age: 3.5% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 12.0% had used a drug by age 13, and 30.2% by ;

15.

In the past year, 10.4% of all high school students in the county who drive and 12.3% of seniors who drive said
that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 21.1% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 7.2% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 72.4% of seniors said
it is easy to get marijuana and 32.2% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Marion County. All districts
participated, but there was partial participation by District 7.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 43 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 53 in 2000 and 34 in 2001. This represented 3.0% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 1.5% for
Whites and 3.6% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 91.2% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Marion County has decreased by 43.3
Overall, it has decreased by 44.4% for Whites, and decreased by 49.3% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 375 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 25.6% were age 12 or younger, 31.5% were 13 or 14, and 42.9% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 12.9% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 74 juvenile cases constituting 14.7% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 42.2% lived in families with income under $10,000,
45.3% with $10,000-$19,999 and 12.6% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 9.8% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 57.6% lived in a single parent household, 24.6% lived with other relatives, and 8.0% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
33.2% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 58.9% had at least one prior
referral and 26.9% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 5.3% had been referred by the age of 10, 14.6% by the age of 12, and 27.8% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 158 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 9.2% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.

Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 20 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.
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Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 249 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 11.3% of their age group: 9.2% for White and
12.2% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 9 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 2 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 1 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Marion County. The 45.2% of
children in single-parent families, 33.6% in poverty, 35.5% not graduating from school, 38.0% of high school students
using alcohol and 21.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
79.9% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 38.6% are born to married parents, and 54.8% lived in

two-parent families; 66.4% were not poor and 38.5% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 88.5% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 86.4% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 49.1% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 48.1% for 8th grade reading, 50.9% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 64.5% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.0% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 78.9% do not use drugs, and 72.2% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 18.8% of

3rd graders and 12.3% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 14.1% of 3rd graders and
11.4% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.scicidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local

data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khaze1(aiogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(uliogc.state.se.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscountorq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Marion County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990'
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90-pres

199

7ao2 Eno
Low Birth Weight 2001 65 57 57 -12.3% +0.0% 10.1 10.1 11.5 13.4% 14.0% 37

White babies 2001 13 9 13 +0.0% +444% 5.9 4.8 7.0 18.6% 44.7% 25

African American and Other babies 2001 52 48 44 -15.4% -8.3% 12.4 12.7 14.2 14.9% 12.1% 25

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 295 243 103 +65.1% -57.6% 46.0 43.0 20.7 -55.0% -51.9% 34

White babies 2001 79 44 30 -62.0% -31.8% 35.9 23.7 16.0 -55.4% -32.4% 40

African American and Other babies 2001 216 199 73 -66.2% -63.3% 51.3 52.5 23.5 -54.1% -55.2% 17

Infant Mortality 2001 46 29 22 -52.2% -24.1% 2.4 1.7 1.4 -40.7% -15.0% 39

White babies 2001 14 4 3 -78.6% -25.0% 2.2 0.7 0.5 -76.0% -22.6% 43

African American and Other babies 2001 32 25 19 -40.6% -24.0% 2.5 2.2 2.0 -22.2% -11.0% 32

2001 66 47 32 -51.5% -31.9%

Afatft
10.3 8.3 6.4 -37.8% - 23.1 %i 36Births to mothers under 18

White babies 2001 12 7 4 -66.7% -42.9% 5.5 3.8 2.1 -61.5% -44.2% 22

African American and Other babies 2001 54 40 28 -48.1% -30.0% 12.8 10.6 9.0 -29.6% -14.4%
s

25

Births to mothers under 20 2001 135 133 100 -25.9% -24.8% 21.1 23.5 20.1 -4.6% - 14.6 %I 27

White babies 2001 32 24 24 -25.0% +0.0% 14.5 12.9 12.8 -12.0% -0.8% 15

African American and Other babies 2001 103 109 76 -26.2% +30.3% 24.5 28.8 24.5 0.2% -14.8% 13

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 236 147 121 -48.7% -17.7% 36.8 26.0 24.3 -34.0% -6.6% 30

White babies 2001 71 43 38 -46.5% -11.6% 32.3 23.1 20.3 -37.1% -12.2% 29

African American and Other babies 2001 165 104 83 -49.7% -20.2% 39.2 27.4 26.8 -31.7% -2.4% j 29

Births to single mothers 2001 208 279 305 +46.6% +9.3% 32.4 49.4 61.4 89.2% 24.3% 36

White babies 2001 23 26 55 +139.1% +117.5% 10.5 14.0 29.4 181.2% 110.3% 44

African American and Other babies 2001 185 253 250 +35.1% -1.2% 43.9 66.8 80.6 83.5% 20.8% 12

Children in single parent families 2000 2,325 2,982 3,508 +50.9% +17.6% 22.9 34.8 45.2 97.3% 29.8% 39

White 2000 483 513 561 +16.1% +9.4% 10.4 15.6 20.5 96.7% 31.1% 28

African American and Other 2000 1,835 2,456 2,947 +60.6% +20.0% 32.0 46.8 58.7 83.4% 25.4% 32
. . . , .. ,

ducat.on I

Not Ready for Grade 1 2001
I 260 183 68 -73 8% 62 8% 40.1 26.6 13.6 -66.1% -48.9%, 28

White males 2001 I 33 13 6 -81.8% -53.8% 28.7 12.9 9.5 -66.9% -26.4% MMITI
White females 2001 23 9 2 -91.3% -77.8% 21.1 9.9 3.8 -82.0% -61.6% 'NMI
African American and Other males 2001 121 92 32 -73.6% -65.2% 52.6 35.5 16.4 -68.8% -53.6% MEM
African American and Other females 2001 83 69 28 -66.3% -59.4% 42.8 29.2 14.9 -65.2% -49.0% 111=0

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 114 198 120 +5.3% -39.4% 17.8 29.2 23.2 30.3% -20.5% 23

White males 2000 19 23 15 -21.1% -34.8% 17.2 24.0 78.8 9.3% -21.7% WWII
White females 2000 13 7 4 -69.2% -42.9% 11.7 7.4 6.5 -44.4% -12,2% NMI
African American and Other males 2000 46 114 64 +39.1% - 43.9 %ii 21.5 45.8 33.8 57.2% -26.2% Mal
African American and Other females 2000 35 54 37 +5.7% -31.5% 17.4 23.0 19.5 12.1% -15.2% is ma

Grade 3 Math below standards 2002 i 308 80 214 -30.5% +167.5% 47.4 13.6 45.6 -3.8% 235.3% 32

White males 2002 35 4 15 -57.1% +275.0% 29.9 5.6 25.0 -16.4% 346.4% WW1
White females 2002 40 6 16 -60.0% +166.7% 32.0 6.7 32.0 0.0% 377.6% MEM
African American and Other males 2002

I
124 40 101 -18.5% +152.5% 58.8 18.1 55.2 -6.1% 205.0% MEI

African American and Other females 2002 107 30 82 -23.4% +173.3% 54.9 14.6 46.6 -15.1% 219.2% MMEI
Grade 3 Reading below standards ** 2002 269 71 211 -21.6% +1972% 41.4 12.1 45.1 8.9% 272.7% 32

White males 2002 36 8 26 -27.8% +225.0% 30.8 11.3 43.3 40.6% 283.2% MIMI
White females 2002 29 7 12 -58.6% +71.4% 23.2 7.8 24.0 3.4% 207.7% MEI
African American and Other males 2002 126 38 108 -14.3% +184.2% 59.7 17.4 59.3 -0.7% 240.8% MMEI
African American and Other females 2002 76 18 65 -14.5% +261.1% 39.0 8.8 36.9 -5.4% 319.3% MEM

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 209 257 193 -7.7% -24.9% 37.9 41.2 42.2 11.3% 2.4% 33

White males 1998 28 29 14 -50.0% -51.7% 26.2 28.4 23.0 -12.2% -19.0% 28

White females 1998 17 21 15 -11.8% -28.6% 17.2 22.1 26.3 52.9% 19.0% 31

African American and Other males 1998 87 122 95 +9.2% -22.1% 54.0 54.0 58.9 9.1% 9.1% 30

African American and Other females 1998 75 85 69 -8.0% -18.8% 41.7 42.5 39.7 -4.8% -6.6% 32

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.

Data include paternity acknowledgements.
* BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Marion County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pies

Percent
Change 90- 19

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards* 2002 337 223 245 -27.3% +9.9% 59.5 38.5 50.9 -14.5% 32.2%

White males 2002 40 27 15 -62.5% -44.4% 41.7 25.5 28.8 -30.9% 12.9%

White females 2002 24 17 20 -16.7% +17.6% 26.1 18.3 40.8 56.3% 123.0%

African American and Other males 2002 127 83 119 -6.3% +43.4% 71.0 42.1 62.6 -11.8% 48.7%

African American and Other females 2002 145 96 91 -37.2% -5.2% 73.2 52.5 48.1 -34.3% -8.4%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards" 2002 363 216 249 -31.4% +15.3% 63.7 37.2 51.9 -18.5% 39.5%

White males 2002 49 27 20 -59.2% -25.9% 51.0 25.5 38.5 -24.5% 51.0%

White females 2002 20 12 15 -25.0% +25.0% 21.7 12.9 30.6 41.0% 137.2%

African American and Other males 2002 150 99 126 -16.0% +27.3% 82.4 50.0 66.7 -19.1% 33.4%

African American and Other females 2002 143 77 88 -38.5% +14.3% 71.9 42.1 46.6 -35.2% 10.7%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 243 249 NA +2.5% NA 40.1 39.6 NA -1.2%

White males 1998 NA 24 NA NA NA NA 23.8 18.9 NA -20.6%

White females 1998 NA 13 NA NA NA NA 12.3 18.6 NA 51.2%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 119 NA NA NA NA 59.2 49.1 NA -17.1%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 87 NA NA NA NA 43.9 45.1 NA 2.7%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem.t

2002 271 157 194 -28.4% +23.6% 52.2 32.0 49.1 -5.9% 53.4%

White males 2002 31 16 13 -58.1% -18.8% 29.5 18.6 24.5 -16.9% 31.7%

White females 2002 26 13 5 -80.8% -61.5% 26.0 12.8 12.2 -53.1% -4.7%

African American and Other males 2002 115 67 69 -40.0% +3.0% 69.7 47.2 67.6 -3.0% 43.2%

African American and Other females 2002 99 61 106 +7.1% +73.8% 66.4 37.9 54.1 -18.5% 42.7%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

2000-02 126 190 194 +54.6% +2.1% 23.4 30.9 32.4 38.3% 4.9%

White males 2000-02 31 41 28 -9.7% -30.9% 28.2 34.2 34.9 23.7% 2.0%

White females 2000-02 24 30 20 -15.3% -32.2% 22.1 26.2 27.2 23.1% 3.9%

African American and Other males 2000-02 42 68 95 +125.4% +40.2% 26.0 36.4 42.1 62.0% 15.8%

African American and Other females 2000-02 29 52 51 +78.9% -1.9% 18.3 26.4 23.2 26.7% -12.0%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 1,397 972 809 -42.1% -16.8% 38.3 34.1 18.8 -51.0% -45.0%

White males NA 400 163 NA NA NA 45.0 30.0 NA NA NA

White females NA 325 105 NA NA NA 37.4 19.0 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 334 354 NA NA NA 38.0 44.6 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 338 350 NA NA NA 33.5 36.5 NA NA NA

.
4,002 -16.0% -19.6%Poverty Rate 2000 3,832 3,217 33.3 37.7 33.6 0.9% -10.9%

White children 2000 650 488 380 -41.5% -22.1% 14.2 13.4 12.4 -12.7% -7.5%

African American and Other children 2000 3,182 3,514 2,837 -10.8% -19.3% 45.9 50.3 43.6 -5.1% -13.4%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 34,506 $ 34,214 $ 37,802 +9.6% +10.5% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 43,024 $ 47,726 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 25,431 $ 23,028 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent 1 C3 Factors
- 36.2 %rTeenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 77 57 34 -55.8% -40.4% 6.0 4.7 3.0 -49.7%

White 2001 18 11 5 -72.2% -54.5% 3.4 2.5 1.5 -55.9% -40.0%

African American and Other 2001 59 46 29 -50.8% -37.0% 7.8 5.9 3.6 -53.6% -39.0%

Delinquency 2002 56 137 158 +182.1% +15.3% 3.0 8.1 9.2 208.0% 14.1%

White males 2002 15 35 23 +53. 3% -34.3% 3.9 11.0 8.8 126.8% -19.6%

White females 2002 5 9 7 +40.0% -22.2% 1.3 2.5 2.8 115.4% 12.0%

African American and Other males 2002 20 69 87 +335.0% +26.1% 3.6 13.6 15.3 324.0% 12.2% p

African American and Other females 2002 16 24 41 +156.3% +70.8% 2.8 4.7 6.6 136.2% 40.7% 1

J
*Closest available data to this year,was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

Page 18

BEST COPY AVM LE

6.31



kids
count

Cl)0
5

r

Marlboro
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 7,549 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 2,800 were White, 4,289
were African-American, and 460 were other races. There were 8,530 children under age 18 in 1990, 10,983 in 1980,

11,037 in 1970, and 13,113 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.2% of the

population in 2000, down from 46.0% in 1960, 40.7% in 1970, and 34.7% in 1980.
In 2000 the 2,311 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.0% of the overall population: 6.9% of Whites and 8.6% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 6.1% of children in the county, with American Indian and Alaska Native Alone at
4.0% and 'two or more races" at 1.5% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 40.9% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 47.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 37 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 9.3% of
all babies born in the county; 6.3% of all White and 11.2% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 100.0% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 96 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 24.0% of all born in the
county; 18.2% of all White and 27.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 93.8% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 127 babies, 31.9% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
29.7% of White and 33.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 60.4% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 47.5% had completed 12

grades (43.7% of Whites and 50.0% of African Americans and Others) and 20.6% had more than a high school degree

(26.6% of Whites and 16.7% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 167

babies, 41.8% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 44.7%

and in 1960 it was 21.8%. In 2001, 24.5% of White children and 53.1% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 93 babies, 23.3% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 260, constituting 65.0% of all babies, 45.3% of White babies,

and 78.0% of African-American and Others.

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

00/0

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA8,0

A--White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 458 marriage licenses were issued, while 68 divorce decrees involving 66 children

were filed. In 1970, only 43 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 2,539 children
lived with only one parent. This was 43.0% of all children, up from 36.6% in 1990, 22.7% in 1980, and 17.3% in 1970. In

2000, 26.6% of White and 54.1% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

797 or 45.3% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 25.0% of White and 61.2% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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aWhite
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 69.3% of mothers with children under 6 and 75.5% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 41.6% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
66.4% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring forchildren is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 624 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 93.8% of these are in licensed

programs and 6.3% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 81.4% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 3.8% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.9% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 12.8% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the area, the average

weekly charge is $ 74.00 for centers and $ 60.00 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 33.3% of centers with

pre-school staff and 50% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 66.7% of centers with pre-school staff and 50% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 33.3% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 50% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare

homes, 50% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 50% have less than a high

school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 391 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 25.0% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

42.2% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 10.5% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 11.6% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 685 or 9.1% of all children lived with relatives, 124 or 1.6% lived with

non-relatives, 7 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 63 or 0.8% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 172 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 94 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 20.2% for physical abuse, 3.2% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 29.8% for physical neglect, 6.4% for educational neglect, 4.3% for medical neglect, 36.2% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 148 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 46.6% were male, 53.4% were female; 43.2% were White, 56.8% were African-American and
Other. By age, 33.1% were ages 0 - 5, 45.3% were ages 6 - 12, and 21.6% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

32.4% of the children lived in two-parent families, 57.4% in single parent families, 9.5% with unmarried couples, and 0.7%

in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 45 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 3.9 years. The ages of children in foster care were 31.1% 0-2, 11.1% 3-5, 22.2% 6-10, 13.3%

11-13, and 22.2% 14 and above. The foster care population is 42.2% males and 57.8% females. Regarding their future,
51.1% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 24.4% for return to a parent or guardian, 4.4% for placement

with a relative, 15.6% for independent living, 4.4% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.82 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.18 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 2,181 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 961 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 29.4% of all children and youth: 14.1% of Whites and 38.3% of African- Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 34.7%, it was

31.1% in 1979 and 40.2% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 32.3% of children 0 - 5

(13.9% White, 44.9% African-American and Other), and 27.1% of children 6 17 (13.1% White, 35.0% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 22.7% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 49.5% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 14.1% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
70.6% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 4,499 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 2,318 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,147 15.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 2,181 29.4% 387 14.1% 1,794 38.3%

Under 125% 2,871 38.7% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 3,453 46.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 3,899 52.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 4,179 56.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 4,499 60.6% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 7,549 2,800 4,749
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $36,609. In 1989 it was $33,942, and 1979, it
was $35,237, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$20,636 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $47,281 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Marlboro County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 3.2%.

Child Support Payments: There were 384? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 28.1 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 257,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 914 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 197. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 132, or 33.0% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 141,

or 35.3% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 37 or 23.3% of Whites and 104 or 43.2% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 4 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 57 or 14.3% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 18.3% of African-American and Other babies and 8.2% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 39 or 3.1% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 2.5% of White babies and 3.5% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $7,983 and $145,032 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $2,368 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $840,593 for all
low birthweight babies, of which $713,320 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 23.5% from
16.5 to 12.6 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate increased 18.6% from 6.5 to 7.7 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 32.8% from 23.9 to 16.1 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year
period 1999-2001, 4 White and 12 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 4
White and 20 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 636



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Marlboro County went to the emergency room 995 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 9 White and 7 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 4 White and 7 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 55.6% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 11.4%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adole scent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eve(
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thr(
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 304 to 456 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 2 reported cases of children under age 15 and 7 youth ages lf.
19 infected with gonorrhea; 3 youth under 15 and 17 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South.Carolina is presented here. 637



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 755 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 329 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 151 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 10 in

Marlboro County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5.9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in

the county there are 12% or 473 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 315 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 748 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 303 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,051 uninsured children in Marlboro County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 7 nurses, compared with 3 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Marlboro County has increased by 54.2% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 67.3% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$11.9 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Marlboro County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 5,084.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 124 209 3 15 351

Children 1 - 5 410 916 18 105 1,449
Children 6 - 14 599 1,579 9 162 2,349
Children 15 - 18 257 636 0 42 935
Total 1,390 3,340 30 324 5,084

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ai

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 33.3% for Whites and 35.6% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soc
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

87 children not ready 19.7% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

47 children failing 10.7% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

87 children failing 20.1% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

107 children over-age 25.1% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
126 six and seven year olds and 118 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 16.2% and 13.9% of their age groups respectively: 20.0% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 11.1% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 19.7% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 25.1% over age in grade 3, and 13.9% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used n
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 151 speech and language impaired, 329 learning disabled, 26 emotionally

disabled, 215 mentally impaired, and 29 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 14.6% of all students in grades 1 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

150 students did not pass all parts 50.3% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Marlboro County who did not meet standards declined from 75.4% to 43.4% in math and from
69.7% to 44.4% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 50.7% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 44.9% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 50.5% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 54.7% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 48.2% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 49.6% in 1990 and 50.8% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 56.2%, but in 2002 43.2% of zfil graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 54.3% in 1999 and 55.9% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 16.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 839 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 167 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (° /o)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 38.3 28.1 30.9 48.6 35.2
4 46.2 37.1 33.8 54.0 49.3
5 61.7 53.6 54.4 65.2 66.1

6 52.3 36.7 44.8 60.4 57.9
7 60.1 51.6 55.0 68.5 57.7
8 61.9 48.3 46.3 72.7 67.7

Basic

3 45.6 50.9 51.5 36.8 50.0
4 36.2 40.0 38.0 33.6 35.5
5 29.7 31.9 29.4 27.7 31.3
6 35.7 55.0 35.8 27.9 32.6
7 26.9 35.5 26.7 18.9 30.9

8 29.9 35.0 38.8 26.3 26.0

Proficient

3 13.9 19.3 13.2 12.5 13.3

4 11.9 14.3 15.5 9.5 11.6
5 7.1 11.6 11.8 6.4 2.6
6 8.4 0.0 16.4 9.9 6.3
7 8.2 1.6 11.7 9.8 8.1

8 7.1 13.3 13.4 1.0 5.5

Advanced

3 2.3 1.8 4.4 2.1 1.6

4 5.7 8.6 12.7 2.9 3.6

5 1.5 2.9 4.4 0.7 0.0
6 3.6 8.3 3.0 1.8 3.2
7 4.9 11.3 6.7 2.8 3.3

8 1.1 3.3 1.5 0.0 0.8

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic . The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 19.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 672
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 162 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 35.8 33.3 23.2 45.5 32.8
4 40.2 46.4 23.9 47.8 36.2
5 48.3 49.3 32.4 55.0 48.7
6 49.7 41.4 35.8 64.5 47.4
7 45.8 43.5 28.3 56.6 43.1
8 49.9 41.7 30.3 65.7 52.0

Basic

3 42.3 43.9 43.5 37.8 46.1
4 44.3 40.6 53.5 42.6 44.2
5 45.0 43.5 52.9 40.7 47.0
6 35.8 39.7 41.8 26.4 40.0
7 41.9 37.1 53.3 37.8 43.1
8 37.1 48.3 36.4 30.3 37.0

Proficient

3 21.4 21.1 33.3 16.1 21.1

4 15.6 13.0 22.5 9.6 19.6
5 6.6 7.2 14.7 4.3 4.3
6 12.7 17.2 17.9 7.3 12.6
7 11.5 19.4 16.7 5.6 12.2

8 11.3 8.3 27.3 3.0 11.0

Advanced

3 0.5 1.8 0.0 0.7 0.0
4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
6 1.8 1.7 4.5 1.8 0.0
7 0.8 0.0 1.7 0.0 1.6
8 1.7 1.7 6.1 1.0 0.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

201 students drop out annually 42.4% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 26.8% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 26.5% during 1985-89, and 47.3%
during 1990-94, 50.9% during 1995-97 and 49.2% during 1998-2000-.

During 2001-02, 88.0% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
12.0% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

* 12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 86 grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website6 4 3



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 2 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 62

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 28.1% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 35.8% to 61.9%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in

violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

ource: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7" and 8th graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ille:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by ;

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Marlboro County data, for 1992-93, is available on the
Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 34 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 38 in 2000 and 39 in 2001. This represented 4.8% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 3.3% for
Whites and 5.6% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 94.9% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Marlboro County has decreased by 18.2
Overall, it has decreased by 31.3% for Whites, and decreased by 17.6% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 177 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 14.1% were age 12 or younger, 27.7% were 13 or 14, and 58.2% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 10.8% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 55 juvenile cases constituting 21.2% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 67.3% lived in families with income under $10,000,

20.0% with $10,000-$19,999 and 12.7% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 13.0% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 60.0% lived in a single parent household, 25.2% lived with other relatives, and 1.7% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
41.6% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 59.3% had at least one prior
referral and 26.0% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 5.5% had been referred by the age of 10, 11.5% by the age of 12, and 27.3% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 102 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 7.9% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 30 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed During 2000, 291 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 17.3% of their age group: 21.2% for White
and 15.3% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 14 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 8 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-
year period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Marlboro County. The 43.0%
of children in single-parent families, 29.4% in poverty, 49.2% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
76.0% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 35.0% are born to married parents, and 57.0% lived in

two-parent families; 70.6% were not poor and 39.4% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 85.7% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 80.3% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 38.1% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 50.1% for 8th grade reading, 49.7% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 50.8% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 21.9% of
3rd graders and 13.0% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 16.2% of 3rd graders and
8.2% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelaogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes0,ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Marlboro County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

I

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent 1980*

Year
1990'

Most
Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90-res

199

COM35%
Low Birth Weight 2001 63 48 57 -9.5% +18.8% 10.7 10.0 14.3 34.1% 43.3% 40

White babies al ®® 13 -40.9% +0.0% 9.2 6.2 8.2 -10.9% 31.8% MIMI
African American and Other babies 13:111MMEMEI=MEIIMEEZIMEESEI 11.6 12.9 18.3 56.7% 41.9% 'ZI

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 374 253 141 4-62.3% -44.3% 63.3 52.6 35.3 -44.2% -32.9% 45111=21ffirgiMBE] :7:1=MMIMICILEIMEET13 IIEEEIMMEMEEIMEMIMMEGIIMEM
African American and Other babies Wan MZEDMINIR 104 -58.2% -39.9% 70.7 63.6 43.2 -39.0% -32.2% ril

Infant Mortality 2001 42 24 16 -61.9% -33.3% 2.4 1.6 1.3 -48.5% -23.5% 40
IMLEIMIZETERSCIMM=E121 2.0 0.6 0.8 -62.5% 18.6%

African American and Other babies Wrin 28 III=Mr?InESUIIMECCELI 2.7 2.4 1.6 -40.8% 32.8% 37

Famil
Births to mothers under 18 2001 82 48 37 -54.9% -22.9% 13.9 10.0 9.3 -33.0% -6.8% 46

White babies WEEEM 26illMOO 10.9 8.6 6.3 -42.1% -26.9% 46

African American and Other babies WallMIECI ill 27 -51.8% -10.0% 15.9 11.0 11.2 -29.6% 1.6%

Births to mothers under 20 2001 186 127 96 -48.4% -24.4% 31.5 26,4 24.0 -23.7% -9.1% 46

White babies 2001 72 :ri 29 -59.7% +39.6% 30.1 23.0 18.2 -39.6% -20.8% 46

African American and Other babies ErripMEEM 79 MIIII1133111 32.4 29.0 27.8 -14.2% -4.3% 46

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 264 150 127 -51.9% -15.3% 44.7 31.2 31.8 -28.8% 2.0% 43

MEETTEKZIMMEMIEmzimmizgra 41.8 35.9 29.6 -29.3% -17.5%

African American and Other babies ECCEIMEIXIII 80 -51.2% +6.7% 46.6 27.6 33.2 -28.8% 20.4% IMECI
Births to single mothers"" 2001 224 258 260 +16.1% +0.8% 37.9 53.6 65.0 71.5% 21.2% 43

MESTEEt.1,JI211131111=1512111MED 18.0 31.6 45.3 151.8% 43.5% :13
African American and Other babies Er=Mill 17;Ei 188 +3.9% -2.1% 51.4 70.6 78.0 51.7% 10.5% an

Children in single parent families 2000 2,205 2,469 2,539 +15.1% +2.8% 22.7 36.6 43.0 89.2% 17.4% 37

Wire 2000 MIragriPSIMOIMMODO 11.7 21.3 26.6 127.5% 25.0%

African American and Other 2000 1,582 =Ea 1,902 +20.2% +6.7% 31.8 48.4 54.1 70.0% 11.7% 27

Educatio
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 228 166 87 -61.8% -47.6% 42.5 35.1 19.7 -53.6% -43.9% 31

11=21White males WW1MIMIEl 11 -76.1% -62.1% 38.3 30.5 15.3 -60.1% -49.8%

L White females .131MEI 18 9 -74.3% -50.0% 32.1 21.7 14.8 -53.9% -31.8%5
African American and Other males WrIME11111111 39 -53.6% -40.0% 53.5 42.2 24.5 -54.2% -41.9%

African American and Other females EgaiMMIIII 28 -55.6% -48.1% 42.0 38.8 19.0 -54.8% -51.0% III
Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 74 118 105 +41.9% -11.0% 13.7 25.4 23.3 70.1% -8.3% 11

White males 2000 EIMEIMME13 II2INEVEZINIECIE3MBIIIMEME21=MO
White females 2000 12 14 13 +8.3% -7.1% 10.7 17.7 16.4 53.3% -7.3% 31:3

African American and Other males 2000 miffrizi 48 +140.0% -17.2% 12.0 37.8 32.6 171.7% -13.8% 3

African American and Other females 2000 IMEIZI 19 +46.2% -29.6% 8.8 20.1 14.2 61.4% -29.4% 6

Grade 3 Math below standards"" 2002 273 83 152 -44.3% +83.1 %I 50.8 18.6 38.3 -24.6% 105.9% 39MEMMEEISIZEIWWI ill 16 -63.6% -5.9% 41.5 20.7 28.1 -32.3% 35.7% MIZI
White females Waill=El 1 21 -46.2% +90.9% 33.9 14.9 30.9 -8.8% 107.4% MEM
African American and Other males KMMEGE1123 70 -32.7% +169.2% 62.6 18.3 48.6 -22.4% 165.6% 1E1

African American and Other females IEDEINIM2INMEll=12=11.011E11 56.2 19.1 35.2 -37.4% 84.3% IIMZI
Grade 3 Reading below standards-- 2002 292 132 142 -51.4% +7.6% 54.3 29.5 35.8 -34.1% 21.4% 43

White males KrEa WW1 26 19 -60.4% -26.9% 45.3 31.7 33.3 -26.5% 5.0% 44

White females 2002 43 19 16 -62.8% -15.8% 37.4 25.7 23.2 -38.0% -9.7% 45

African American and Other males 2002 MIMI 51 65 -44.4% +27.5% 70.1 35.9 45.5 -35.1% 26.7% 43

African American and Other females 2002 OMIKEI 34 42 -47.5% +23.5% 54.8 23.0 32.8 -40.1% 42.6% 42

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 261 277 174 -33.3% -37.2% 50.5 54,7 45.0 -10.9% -17.7% 44

White males 1998 NINZI 43 16 -66.0% -62.8% 43.5 48.3 23.2 -46.7% -52.0% 45

White females 1998 NMI 46 20 -16.7% -56.5% 27.9 48.4 29.4 5.4% -39.3%

African American and Other males 1998 =EEO 105 68.3 65.6 60.5 -11.4% -7.8% 46

African American and Other females 1998 MMII 83 67 +9.8% -19.3% 46.2 51.2 50.8 10.0% -0.8% 38

Year of data is approximate'in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
- Data include paternity acknowledgements.

BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Marlboro County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 439 206 219 -50.1% +6.3% 75.4 43.4 61.9 -17.9% 42.6%

White males 2002 94 34 29 -69.1% -14.7% 67.1 37.4 48.3 -28.0% 29.1%

White females 2002 72 42 31 -56.9% -26.2% 60.0 43.3 46.3 -22.8% 6.9%

African American and Other males 2002 128 58 72 -43.8% +24.1% 85.9 45.0 72.7 -15.4% 61.6%

African American and Other females 2002 142 71 86 -39.4% +21.1% 83.5 45.8 67.7 -18.9% 47.8%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 413 211 176 -57.4% -16.6% 69.7 44.4 49.9 -28.4% 12.4%

White males 2002 91 35 25 -72.5% -28.6% 63.2 38.0 41.7 -34.0% 9.7%

White females 2002 j 54 36 20 -63.0% -44.4% 44.6 37.5 30.3 -32.1% -19.2%

African American and Other males 2002 129 69 65 -49.6% -5.8% 84.9 53.5 65.7 -22.6% 22.8%

African American and Other females 2002 135 68 66 -51.1% -2.9% 78.5 43.9 52.0 -33.8% 18.5%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 248 202 NA -18.5% NA 49.6 53.9 NA 8.7%

White males 1998 NA 46 NA NA NA NA 46.5 53.6 NA 15.3%

White females 1998 NA 22 NA NA NA NA 28.2 36.8 NA 30.5%

African American and Other males 1998 r NA 99 NA NA NA NA 63.5 61.9 NA -2.5%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 81 NA NA NA NA 48.5 55.2 NA 13.8%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 270 196 150 -44.4% -23.5% 61.8 49.4 50.3 -18.6% 1.8%

White males 2002 39 28 9 -76.9% -67.9% 47.6 38.4 18.0 -62.2% -53.1%

White females 2002 38 20 21 -44.7% +5.0% 38.8 26.0 39.6 2.1% 52.3%

African American and Other males 2002 103 82 56 -45.6% -31.7% 80.5 66.7 65.1 -19.1% -2.4%

African American and Other females 2002 90 66 63 -30.0% -4.5% 69.8 53.2 58.3 -16.5% 9.6%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 201 186 201 +0.1% +8.2% 33.8 35.5 42.4 25.4% 19.5%

White males 2000-02 44 50 45 +3.0% -9.3% 36.2 43.9 48.2 33.2% 10.0%

White females 2000-02 48 39 32 -31.9% -16.0% 39.9 41.0 41.6 4.3% 1.6%

African American and Other males 2000-02 61 65 81 +32.8% +25.6% 32.8 36.2 50.3 53.4% 38.8%

African American and Other females 2000-02 48 33 42 -12.5% +29.2% 28.8 23.7 29.9 3.6% 25.9%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 299 1,066 1,049 +250.8% -1.6% 31.4 36.0 28.1 -10.6% -22.0%

White males NA 44 110 NA NA NA 25.1 21.0 NA NA NA

White females NA 35 218 NA NA NA 24.3 31.9 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 100 434 NA NA NA 36.0 55.4 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 120 304 NA NA NA 33.7 31.2 NA NA NA1

Economics
Poverty Rate 2000 3,443 2,919 2,181 -36.7% -25.3% 31.1 34.7 29.4 -5.5% -15.3%

White children 2000 671 592 387 -42.3% -34.6% 13.7 17.4 14.1 2.9% -19.0%

African American and Other children 2000 2,699 2,327 1,794 -33.5% -22.9% 44.9 46.4 38.3 -14.6% -17.4%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 35,237 $ 33,942 $ 36,609 +3.9% +7.9% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 38,930 $ 41,519 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 30,881 $ 26,757 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Glig3Pactors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 91 60 39 -57.1% -35.0% 7.1 6.0 4.8 -32.5% -20.0%

White 2001 30 22 10 -66.7% -54.5% 5.2 5.5 3.3 -36.2% -40.0%

African American and Other 2001 61 38 29 -52.5% -23.7% 8.7 6.3 5.6 -35.7% -11.1%

Delinquency 2002 29 90 102 +251.7% +13.3% 1.5 5.5 7.9 427.1% 43.8%

White males 2002 12 33 16 +33.3% -51.5% 2.6 8.1 6.4 146.2% -21.0%

White females 2002 2 8 11 +450.0% +37.5% 0.5 2.3 5.0 900.0% 117.4%

African American and Other males 2002 13 37 51 +292.3% +37.8% 2.5 8.3 11.9 374.4% 42.9%

African American and Other females 2002 2 12 24 +1100.0% +100.0% 0.4 2.9 6.0 1400.0% 106.9%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 8,701 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 4,587 were White, 3,731
were African-American, and 383 were other races. There were 8,376 children under age 18 in 1990, 8,470 in 1980,
9,516 in 1970, and 10,704 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 24.1% of the
population in 2000, down from 36.4% in 1960, 32.5% in 1970, and 27.1% in 1980.

In 2000 the 2,785 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.7% of the overall population: 6.5% of Whites and 9.4% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 4.4% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.8% and "some other
race alone" at 1.8% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 30.4% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 39.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 42 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 8.0% of
all babies born in the county; 4.1% of all White and 14.2% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 97.6% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 99 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 18.9% of all born in the
county; 12.9% of all White and 28.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 88.9% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 164 babies, 32.3% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
26.4% of White and 41.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 49.8% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 36.6% had completed 12
grades (34.5% of Whites and 39.8% of African Americans and Others) and 31.1% had more than a high school degree
(39.1% of Whites and 18.9% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers: Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 164

babies, 31.4% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 36.2%
and in 1960 it was 15.8%. In 2001, 15.0% of White children and 56.9% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 91 babies, 17.4% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 255, constituting 48.8% of all babies, 29.5% of White babies,
and 78.9% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*
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*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 222 marriage licenses were issued, while 123 divorce decrees involving 88 children

were filed. In 1970, only 65 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single- parent families. In 2000, 2,779 children
lived with only one parent. This was 37.3% of all children, up from 29.5% in 1990, 17.9% in 1980, and 12.4% in 1970. In
2000, 17.1% of White and 63.1% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
772 or 37.2% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 14.1% of White and 69.6% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 70.8% of mothers with children under 6 and 78.4% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 48.2% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
68.5% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 1,264 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 99.1% of these are in licensed
programs and 0.9% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 97.2% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 0.5% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.9% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.4% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 70.81 for centers and $ 62.50 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 18.2% of centers with
pre-school staff and 16.7% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 63.6% of centers with pre-school staff and 83.3% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 63.6% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 66.7% of centers most assistants have
only a high school degree. In 63.6% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 0% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 0% have less than a
high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 212 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 30.4% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
48.6% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 14.8% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 9.0% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 609 or 7.0% of all children lived with relatives, 139 or 1.6% lived with

non-relatives, 17 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 20 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 185 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 52 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 9.1% for physical abuse, 9.1% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental injury,
16.4% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 5.5% for medical neglect, 56.4% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 3.6% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 110 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 47.3% were male, 52.7% were female; 43.6% were White, 56.4% were African-American and
Other. By age, 37.4% were ages 0 - 5, 42.1% were ages 6 12, and 20.6% were ages 13 17. In the indicated cases,
31.8% of the children lived in two-parent families, 45.5% in single parent families, 12.7% with unmarried couples, and
10.0% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 38 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 7.4 years. The ages of children in foster care were 15.8% 0-2, 10.5% 3-5, 18.4% 6-10, 7.9%
11-13, and 47.4% 14 and above. The foster care population is 39.5% males and 60.5% females. Regarding their future,
42.1% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 42.1% for return to a parent or guardian, 0.0% for placement
with a relative, 13.2% for independent living, 2.6% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.15 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.75 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 2,040 children and youth under the age of 18 ived in 1,002 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 23.7% of all children and youth: 12.6% of Whites and 35.9% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 22.9%, it was
13.9% in 1979 and 23.8% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 27.3% of children 0 5

(13.7% White, 44.5% African-American and Other), and 21.6% of children 6 17 (11.8% White, 32.4% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 16.0% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 43.2% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 11.0% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
61.3% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 4,309 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 2,269 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 947 11.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 2,040 23.7% 567 12.6% 1,473 35.9%

Under 125% 2,588 30.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 3,124 36.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 3,613 42.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 3,997 46.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 4,309 50.2% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 8,701 4,587 4,114
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will e posted on our website a
www.sckidscount.org.

653



Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $41,701. In 1989 it was $40,389, and 1979, it
was $42,554, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$20,797 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $52,999 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Newberry County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 2.0%.

Child Support Payments: There were 235' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 33.6 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 251,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 786 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 227. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 120, or 22.9% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 140,
or 26.8% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 67 or 21.0% of Whites and 73 or 35.8% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 3 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 62 or 11.9% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 14.2% of African-American and Other babies and 10.3% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 18 or 1.2% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 0.7% of White babies and 2.0% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $14,876 and $86,068 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $1,460 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $770,127 for all
low birthweight babies, of which $479,449 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate increased by 0.1% from
12.0 to 12.0 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 6.1% from 8.3 to 7.8 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 19.1% from 15.5 to 18.5 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 7 White and 11 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 6 White and
12 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year.
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Child Injuries and Deaths : Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Newberry County went to the emergency room 1,085 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 3 White and African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 1 White and 2 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 54.6% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 1.7%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thr(

month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 363 to 544 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifi(

for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 4 reported cases of children under age 15 and 13 youth ages 15
19 infected with gonorrhea; 4 youth under 15 and 55 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chla mydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mat
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 870 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 525 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 277 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 4 in
Newberry County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 540 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 360 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 716 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 436 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,152 uninsured children in Newberry County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 8 nurses, compared with 4 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Newberry County has increased by 81.6% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 47.7% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$9.7 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Newberry County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 4,147.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 118 206 61 4 389
Children 1 - 5 368 728 85 34 1,215
Children 6 - 14 537 1,255 43 46 1,881
Children 15 - 18 205 432 16 9 662
Total 1,228 2,621 205 93 4,147

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, al
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 28.2% for Whites and 24.1% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

43 children not ready 10.1% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

23 children failing 5.3% children failing



Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

68 children failing 15.2% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

83 children over-age 19.1% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
247 six and seven year olds and 146 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 26.4% and 16.2% of their age groups respectively: 13.7% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 18.0% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 10.1% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 19.1% over age in grade 3, and 16.2% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be ised in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 277 speech and language impaired, 525 learning disabled, 48 emotionally
disabled, 157 mentally impaired, and 30 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 18.0% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

108 students did not pass all parts 35.0% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Newberry County who did not meet standards declined from 53.7% to 33.7% in math and from
45.1% to 26.5% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 30.8% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 41.1% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 39.2% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 34.5% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 48.2% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 27.8% in 1990 and 23.5% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 54.5%, but in 2002 33.0% of 4th graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 53.4% in 1999 and 48.9% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 14.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 746 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 128 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 39.6 24.7 23.9 54.0 45.6
4 29.6 16.0 11.8 47.5 35.7
5 34.8 22.2 13.6 50.8 43.7
6 45.1 23.2 20.4 76.4 55.8
7 53.2 36.3 30.6 76.3 67.3
8 55.1 31.0 29.9 80.2 70.3

Basic

3 39.3 32.6 35.9 42.4 43.2
4 41.1 40.0 45.1 39.6 40.2
5 42.2 40.7 44.3 38.9 45.2
6 33.0 37.9 48.0 17.9 30.1

7 28.0 36.3 32.7 20.2 23.4
8 34.1 45.0 50.6 16.4 29.7

Proficient

3 14.2 27.0 25.0 2.9 9.6
4 18.3 27.0 25.5 6.5 18.8
5 16.0 23.1 26.1 10.3 8.9
6 14.6 24.2 19.4 4.7 11.5

7 10.2 14.2 17.3 2.6 7.5
8 9.2 22.0 13.8 3.4 0.0

Advanced

3 7.0 15.7 15.2 0.7 1.6

4 11.0 17.0 17.6 6.5 5.4
5 7.0 13.9 15.9 0.0 2.2
6 7.3 14.7 12.2 0.9 2.7
7 8.6 13.3 19.4 0.9 1.9

8 1.7 2.0 5.7 0.0 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 18.9% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 679
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 158 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 33.1 17.0 9.8 55.1 37.6
4 36.4 25.0 11.8 61.2 38.4
5 39.2 27.8 12.5 59.7 47.0
6 50.1 36.8 23.5 75.5 60.7
7 43.6 29.2 15.2 70.2 57.0
8 42.6 25.0 14.0 72.4 49.5

Basic

3 37.6 33.0 38.0 35.3 43.2
4 40.0 42.0 36.3 34.5 48.2
5 43.8 52.8 44.3 36.3 43.3
6 30.7 29.5 42.9 22.6 28.6
7 39.0 48.7 46.5 27.2 34.6
8 39.5 46.0 51.2 22.4 42.3

Proficient

3 27.0 44.3 48.9 9.6 17.6

4 22.1 33.0 47.1 4.3 11.6
5 16.1 17.6 42.0 4.0 9.0
6 17.0 30.5 27.6 1.9 10.7

7 14.3 18.6 30.3 2.6 7.5
8 16.9 29.0 31.4 4.3 8.1

Advanced

3 2.3 5.7 3.3 0.0 1.6

4 1.5 0.0 4.9 0.0 1.8

5 0.9 1.9 1.1 0.0 0.7
6 2.2 3.2 6.1 0.0 0.0
7 3.0 3.5 8.1 0.0 0.9
8 1.0 0.0 3.5 0.9 0.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

156 students drop out annually 32.0% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 38.8% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 39.1% during 1985-89, and 26.9%
during 1990-94, 31.1% during 1995-97 and 31.9% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 99.6% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
0.4% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12`11 grade enrollment compared to 86 grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8'h grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 9 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 69

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 26.6% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 29.6% to 60.7%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5.
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using Hie:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Newberry County data, for 1992-93, is available on the
Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 58 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 34 in 2000 and 48 in 2001. This represented 4.6% of all girls ages 14 17 in.2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 2.9% for
Whites and 6.9% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 79.2% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Newberry County has decreased by 29.4
Overall, it has decreased by 19.4% for Whites, and decreased by 39.5% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 160 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 15.0% were age 12 or younger, 32.5% were 13 or 14, and 52.5% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 10.9% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 22 juvenile cases constituting 11.4% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely 'to live in families with low income: 33.0% lived in families with income under $10,000,
32.0% with $10,000-$19,999 and 35.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 18.0% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 58.0% lived in a single parent household, 20.0% lived with other relatives, and 4.0% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
49.0% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 48.1% had at least one prior
referral and 15.0% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 0.7% had been referred by the age of 10, 12.2% by the age of 12, and 26.6% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 84 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 5.2% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.

Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 7 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 290 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 13.2% of their age group: 11.7% for White
and 14.8% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 15 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 5 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old durini'the five-
year period, and 3 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Newberry County. The 37.3%
of children in single -parent families, 23.7% in poverty, 31.9% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
81.1% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 51.2% are born to married parents, and 62.7% lived in
two-parent families; 76.3% were not poor and 49.8% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 88.1% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 89.9% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 44.9% scored basic or better on PACT for gh grade math and 57.4% for 86 grade reading, 65.0% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 68.1% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 29.3% of
3rd graders and 17.9% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 21.2% of Id graders and
10.9% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at
www.sckidscountorg.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilsondrss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesQogc.state.se.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Newberry County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change 1980
90- res

1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199,

NaffED
Low Birth Weight 2001 47 56 62 +31.9% +10.7% 10.3 11.6 11.9 15.5% 2.2% 39

White babies 2001 20 17 33 +65.0% +9A1% 8.7 7.5 10.3 18.4% 36.9% 44

African American and Other babies 2001 27 39 29 +7.4% -25.6% 12.0 15.3 14.2 18.5% -7.1% 22

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 206 195 140 +32.0% -28.2% 45.2 40.5 26.8 -40.7% -33.9% 32

White babies 2001 69 69 67 -2.9% -2.9% 29.9 30.5 21.0 -29.8% -31.2% 32
African American and Other babies 2001 137 126 73 -46.7% -42.1% 60.9 49.4 35.8 -41.2% -27.6% 34

Infant Mortality 2001 22 18 18 -18.2% +0.0% 1.5 1.2 1.2 -21.4% 0.1% 16

White babies 2001 8 6 7 -12.5% +16.7% 1.0 0.8 0.8 -23.9% -6.1% 17

African American and Other babies 2001 14 12 11 -21.4% -8.3% 2.1 1.6 1.8 -13.6% 19.1% 18

Births to mothers under 18 2001 41 27 42 +2A% 55.6 %p. 9.0 5.6 8.0 -11 0% 42.5% 23

White babies 2001 9 8 13 +44.4% +62.5% 3.9 3.5 4.1 5.2% 15.8% 9

African American and Other babies 2001 32 19 29 -9.4% +52.6% 14.2 7.5 14.2 0.0% 90.8% 34

Births to mothers under 20 2001 92 84 99 +7.6% +17.9% 20.2 17.5 18.9 -6.3% 8.2% 18

White babies 2001 26 27 41 +57.7% -51.9% 11.3 11.9 12.9 14.6% 8.0% 5

African American and Other babies 2001 66 57 58 -12.1% -1.8% 29.3 22.4 28.4 -3.1% 27.2% 33

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 195 153 164 -15.9% +7.2% 42.8 31.8 31.4 -26.6% -1.3% 40

White babies 2001 62 43 81 +30.6% +88.4% 26.8 19.0 25.4 -5.4% 33.5% 19

African American and Other babies 2001 133 110 83 -37.6% -24.5% 59.1 43.1 40.7 -31.2% -5.7% 23

Births to single mothers-- 2001 127 196 255 +100.8% +30.1% 27.9 40.7 48.8 75.2% 19.8% 27

White babies 2001 8 19 94 +1075.0% +394.7% 3.5 8.4 29.5 751.8% 250.9% 5

African American and Other babies 2001 119 177 161 +35.3% -9.0% 52.9 69.4 78.9 49.2% 13.7% 41

Children in single parent families 2000 1,395 2,125 2,779 +99.2% +30.8% 17.9 29.5 37.3 108.2% 26.3% 19

White 2000 418 586 714 +70.8% +21.8% 8.3 13.6 17.1 105.5% 25.4 %' 8

African American and Other 2000 1 970 1,516 2,065 +112.9% +36.2% 33.2 53.4 63.1 90.1% 18.2% 13
. .

Educa ion
Not Ready for Grade 1 , 2001 162 113 43 -73 5% -61 9% 34.0 22.4 10.1 -70.3% -54.9% 14

White males1, 2001 19 10 8 -57.9% -20.0% 13.3 8.1 7.1 -46.6% -12.3% 1

White females 2001 12 8 2 -83.3% -75.0% 11.2 5.6 2.3 -79.5% -58.9% 4

African American and Other males 2001 84 58 20 -76.2% -65.5% 70.0 43.6 18.7 -73.3% -57.1% 45

African American and Other females 2001 47 37 12 -74.5% -67.6% 44.8 34.9 10.3 -77.0% -70.5% 18

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 81 132 107 +32.1% -18.9% 16.0 26.5 22.1 38.1% -16.6% 17

White males 2000 19 19 15 -21.1% -21.1% 14.0 15.5 13.8 -1.4% -11.0% 13

White females 2000 5 17 7 +40.0% -58.8% 4.3 12.4 7.3 69.8% -41.1% 6

African American and Other males 2000 j 34 62 56 +64.7% -9.7% 26.4 52.4 39.6 50.0% -24.4% 23

African American and Other females 2000 j 23 34 29 +26.1% -14.7% 19.5 28.1 21.0 7.7% -25.3% 28

Grade 3 Math below standards-- 2002 271 85 176 -35.1% +107.1% 49.2 17.9 39.6 -19.5% 121.2% 35

White males 2002 57 9 22 -61.4% +144.4% 38.5 7.8 24.7 -35.8% 216.7% 37

White females 2002 38 17 22 -421% +29.4% 29.5 13.2 23.9 -19.0% 81.1% 31

African American and Other males 2002 97 22 75 -22.7% +240.9% 66.9 21.4 54.0 -19.3% 152.3% 40

African American and Other females 2002 78 37 57 -26.9% +54.1% 61.9 28.7 45.6 -26.3% 58.9% 42

Grade 3 Reading below standards-- 2002 239 64 146 -38.9% +128.1% 43.2 13.5 33.1 -23.4% 145.2% 35

White males 2002 49 12 15 -69.4% +25.0% 32.9 10.3 17.0 -48.3% 65.0% 31

White females 2002 26 6 9 -65.4% +50.0% 20.2 4.7 9.8 -51.5% 108.5% 28

African American and Other males 2002 92 22 75 -18.5% +240.9% 63.5 22.0 55.1 -13.2% 150.5% 37

African American and Other females 2002 70 24 47 -32.9% +95.8% 55.1 18.6 37.6 -31.8% 102.2% 43

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 188 148 153 -18.6% +3.4% 39.2 34.5 38.9 -0.8% 12.8% 35

White males 1998 32 32 17 -46.9% -46.9% 28.8 27.6 17.0 -41.0% -38.4% 35

White females 1998 20 15 12 -40.0% -20.0% 16.0 15.8 14.5 -9.4% -8.2% 25

African American and Other males 1998 69 55 65 -5.8% +18.2% 57.0 53.9 59.6 4.6% 10.6% 34

African American and Other females 1998 65 46 59 -9.2% +28.3% 57.0 40.3 58.8 3.2% 45.9% 46

I

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
**1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Newberry County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued)
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Yea

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pros

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards' 2002 226 138 228 +0.9% +65.2% 53.7 33.7 55.1 2.6%
White males 2002 43 26 31 -27.9% +19.2% 32.3 20.8 31.0 -4.0%
White females 2002 43 24 26 -39.5% +8.3% 39.8 22.2 29.9 -24.9%
African American and Other males 2002 56 46 93 +66.1% +102.2% 72.7 52.3 80.2 10.3%
African American and Other females 2002 84 42 78 -7.1% +85.7% 81.5 47.7 70.3 -13.7%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards' 2002 191 108 176 -7.9% +63.0% 45.1 26.5 42.6 -5.5%
White males 2002 37 22 25 -32.4% +13.6% 27.8 17.6 25.0 -10.1%
White females 2002 20 14 12 -40.0% -14.3% 18.2 13.1 14.0 -23.1%
African American and Other males 2002 57 42 84 +47.4% +100.0% 72.2 47.7 72.4 0.3%
African American and Other females 2002 77 30 55 -28.6% +83.3% 75.5 34.1 49.5 -34.4%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 131 167 NA +27.5% NA 27.8 38.0 NA
White males 1998 NA 29 NA NA NA NA 18.1 24.3 NA
White females 1998 NA 9 NA NA NA NA 7.6 10.0 NA
African American and Other males 1998 NA 46 NA NA NA NA 54.8 63.9 NA
African American and Other females 1998 NA 47 NA NA NA NA 43.5 64.9 NA

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt) 2002 180 88 108 -40.0% +22.7% 41.2 24.8 35.0 -15.0%

White males 2002 28 20 11 -60.7% -45.0% 24.6 16.1 15.3 -37.8%
White females 2002 27 10 14 -48.1% +40.0% 18.4 9.7 17.7 -3.8%
African American and Other males 2002 65 38 35 -46.2% -7.9% 73.9 58.5 56.5 -23.5%
African American and Other females 2002 60 20 44 -26.7% +120.0% 68.2 31.8 47.8 -29.9%

j Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 167 161 156 -6.5% -3.0% 30.9 29.3 32.0 3.7%

White males 2000-02 35 50 35 +0.5% -30.0% 24.3 32.8 28.3 16.6%
White females 2000-02 27 30 35 +30.8% +15.6% 18.0 22.1 25.3 40.4%
African American and Other males 2000-02 56 46 56 +1.5% +23.8% 44.8 34.9 46.3 3.4%
African American and Other females 2000-02 50 36 30 -40.0% -15.5% 39.8 27.4 28.6 -28.3%

J Young Adults Not Completing High School
'(18 -24)

2000 1,138 1,111 1,226 +7.7% +10.4% 29.1 31.4 26.6 -8.4%

White males NA 337 323 NA NA NA 24.7 29.2 NA NA
White females NA 161 229 NA NA NA 13.9 22.9 NA NA
African American and Other males NA 331 265 NA NA NA 51.7 39.8 NA NA
African American and Other females NA 309 294 NA NA NA 41.3 38.1 NA NA

Povert Rate 2000 1.178 1,897 +73.2%

0 0

+7.5% 13.9 22.9 23.7 70.5%2,040
White children 2000 321 486 567 +76.6% +16.7% 6.4 10.6 12.6 96.9%
African American and Other children 2000 857 1,411 1,473 +71.9% +4.4% 24.8 38.1 35.9 44.9%

Income of Families wlchildren 1999 $ 2000 $ 42,554 $ 40,389 $ 41,701 -2.0% +3.2% NA NA NA NA
White families 2000 $ 46,096 $ 48,075 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
African American and Other families 2000 35,097 $ 28,278 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent

Percent
Change 90- i 1.

pres

63.5%
49.0%
34.7%

47.4%
60.8%

42.0%
6.9%

51.8%
45.2%
36.7%

34.3%
31.6%
16.6%
49.2%

82.5%
-3.4%

50.3%

9.2%

-13.6%
14.7%
32.8%

4.2%

-15.1%

NA
NA
NA
NA

3.594

18.9%
-5.7%

NA
NA
NA

Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 63 42 48 -23.8% +14.3% 5.9 4.0 4.6 -21.9% 15.0%
White 2001 18 17 17 -5.6% +0.0% 2.9 2.9 2.9 1.4% 0.0%
African American and Other 2001 45 25 31 -31.1% +24.0% 10.2 5.7 6.9 -32.6% 21.1%

Delinquency 2002 63 98 84 +33.3% -14.3% 3.7 6.7 5.2 41.0% -22.1%
White males 2002 10 32 24 +140.0% -25.0% 1.9 6.5 5.2 174.6% -19.7%
White females 2002 11 21 12 +9.1% -42.9% 2.3 4.8 2.7 18.6% -43.2%
African American and Other males 2002 19 32 36 +89.5% +12.5% 5.6 10.9 10.3 83.7% -5.6%
African American and Other females 2002 23 13 12 -47.8% -7.7% 7.1 5.2 3.4 -51.7% -34.1%

'Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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In 2000 there were an estimated 15,132 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 12,835 were White, 1,688
were African-American, and 609 were other races. There were 14,058 children under age 18 in 1990, 14,205 in 1980,

14,162 in 1970, and 14,649 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 22.9% of the

population in 2000, down from 36.4% in 1960, 34.8% in 1970, and 29.2% in 1980.
In 2000 the 4,801 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.3% of the overall population: 6.8% of Whites and 9.8% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 4.0% of children in the county, with "some other race alone" at 1.8% and 'two or
more races" at 1.6% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 28.5% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 46.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 45 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 5.7% of
all babies born in the county; 5.6% of all White and 6.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 82.2% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 120 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 15.3% of all born in the
county; 14.0% of all White and 25.0% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 77.5% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

668
Oconee County. Page 1



Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 207 babies, 26.4% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
25.3% of White and 35.2% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 51.3% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 38.6% had completed 12
grades (38.3% of Whites and 40.9% of African Americans and Others) and 35.0% had more than a high school degree
(36.4% of Whites and 23.9% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 105

babies, 13.4% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 16.7%
and in 1960 it was 4.4%. In 2001, 10.6% of White children and 35.2% of African-American and Other children were born
to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 136 babies, 17.3% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 241, constituting 30.7% of all babies, 26.2% of White babies,
and 65.9% of African-American and Others.
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60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA&O

0 Total
aWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 1,238 marriage licenses were issued, while 253 divorce decrees involving 177 children
were filed. In 1970, only 101 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 3,407 children
lived with only one parent. This was 25.3% of all children, up from 18.7% in 1990, 13.3% in 1980, and 9.9% in 1970. In
2000, 22.3% of White and 43.4% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
1,052 or 25.0% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 20.9% of White and 48.0% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.
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Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 65.6% of mothers with children under 6 and 70.4% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 49.7% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
63.1% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 1,889 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 88.8% of these are in licensed
programs and 11.2% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 87.6% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 9.8% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.3% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 1.3% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 67.85 for centers and $ 63.51 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 7.7% of centers with
pre-school staff and 20% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 76.9% of centers with pre-school staff and 60% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 30.8% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 20% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 30.8% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 80% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 20% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 409 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 33.8% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
58.4% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 19.7% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the hrge number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 7.1% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 621 or 4.1% of all children lived with relatives, 302 or 2.0% lived with
non-relatives, 29 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 127 or 0.8% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 358 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 147 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 10.8% for physical abuse, 8.1% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 34.5% for physical neglect, 3.4% for educational neglect, 1.4% for medical neglect, 41.2% for threat of harm for
physicaUsexual abuse, and 0.7% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 256 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 51.2% were male, 48.8% were female; 87.5% were White, 12.5% were African-American and
Other. By age, 46.2% were ages 0 - 5, 39.0% were ages 6 12, and 14.7% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
49.2% of the children lived in two-parent families, 30.5% in single parent families, 16.8% with unmarried couples, and
3.5% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 139 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 5.9 years. The ages of children in foster care were 23.7% 0-2, 14.4% 3-5, 27.3% 6-10, 15.1%
11-13, and 19.4% 14 and above. The foster care population is 54.0% males and 46.0% females. Regarding their future,
31.7% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 48.9% for return to a parent or guardian, 3.6% for placement
with a relative, 1.4% for independent living, 14.4% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.38 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.74 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 2,165 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 1,083 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 14.6% of all children and youth: 13.3% of Whites and 21.9% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 14.1%, it was
16.6% in 1979 and 18.9% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 16.1% of children 0 5

(13.0% White, 30.8% African-American and Other), and 12.3% of children 6 - 17 (11.7% White, 15.8% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 12.9% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate
among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 34.3% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 6.6% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
65.9% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 5,907 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 3,742 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,041 7.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 2,165 14.6% 1,681 13.3% 484 21.9%

Under 125% 3,095 20.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 4,076 27.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 4,794 32.3% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 5,215 35.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 5,907 39.8% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 15,132 12,835 2,297
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our we site at
www.sckidscount.org.



Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $46,540. In 1989 it was $46,691, and 1979, it
was $40,999, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single parent families with children was
$24,094 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $54,606 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Oconee County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.9%.

Child Support Payments: There were 2777 families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 19.9 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 261,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 672 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 247. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 174, or 22.1% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 193,

or 24.6% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 164 or 23.5% of Whites and 29 or 33.0% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 55 or 7.0% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 8.0% of African-American and Other babies and 6.9% of White babies. During 1999-2001,
approximately 32 or 1.4% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
1.4% of White babies and 0.7% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $11,577 and $76,601 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $1,191 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $924,318 for all low birthweight
babies, of which $578,144 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 29.9% from
9.7 to 6.8 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 7.6% from 7.3 to 6.7 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 71.5% from 25.7 to 7.3 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 14 White and 2 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 15 White and
8 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 672



Child Injuries and Deaths : Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Oconee County went to the emergency room 2,162 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 5 White and African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 12 White and 2 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 53.4% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 6.1%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of P1D; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thri
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 578 to 867 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identith
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were reported cases of children under age 15 and 10 youth ages lf.
19 infected with gonorrhea; 1 youth under 15 and 62 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 19.8% first smoked by age 11, 40.1% by age 13, and 54.3% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.6% of 7th and 8th graders and 27.1% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.1% of White male and 24.1% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 20.2% of African-American males and 10.6% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (10.9%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(22.6% compared with 1.5% of all other race and sex groups).

7 3
Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent su stance abuse and risk-taking.



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,513 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 1,121 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 348 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 3 in
Oconee County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 938 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 625 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 982 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 915 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,897 uninsured children in Oconee County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 13 nurses, compared with 3 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Oconee County has increased by 123.0% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 38.1% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$13.5 million.



In June 2001, the total number of Oconee County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medic aid was 5,764. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 383 63 34 6 486
Children 1 - 5 1,303 297 120 42 1,762
Children 6 - 14 1,961 433 110 85 2,589
Children 15 - 18 742 130 33 22 927
Total 4,389 923 297 155 5,764

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, al
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 25.1% for Whites and 37.0% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

136 children not ready 17.4% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

57 children failing 7.1% children failing

$75



Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

110 children failing 14.1% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

156 children over-age 20.6% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
286 six and seven year olds and 372 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 17.4% and 23.6% of their age groups respectively: 23.8% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 22.6% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 17.4% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 20.6% over age in grade 3, and 23.6% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 348 speech and language impaired, 1,121 learning disabled, 205 emotionally
disabled, 151 mentally impaired, and 228 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 20.4% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

153 students did not pass all parts 24.3% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Oconee County who did not meet standards declined from 52.7% to 23.5% in math and from
36.6% to 17.3% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 30.2% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 23.4% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 25.9% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 30.4% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 30.5% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 25.9% in 1990 and 17.8% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 37.8%, but in 2002 21.2% of 411 graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 39.8% in 1999 and 34.8% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 33.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 769 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 386 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 23.7 22.6 19.1 40.5 33.3
4 22.0 16.3 19.9 35.9 42.9
5 24.3 23.7 18.2 37.2 40.6
6 29.0 30.3 19.6 59.6 37.5
7 38.1 39.7 28.3 63.2 47.1
8 37.3 37.8 28.7 58.6 50.7

Basic

3 43.3 42.6 43.7 45.9 41.7
4 37.8 32.6 42.5 35.9 45.5
5 40.3 36.3 42.1 47.4 43.8
6 39.0 34.0 46.0 31.6 40.6
7 31.6 29.4 33.8 23.7 41.2
8 45.1 41.0 52.8 34.3 43.5

Proficient

3 20.6 21.7 22.7 13.5 11.7
4 25.1 30.3 24.3 20.3 9.1
5 22.9 24.9 25.6 12.8 12.5
6 21.3 21.5 25.8 3.5 15.6
7 14.8 15.6 16.6 9.2 8.8
8 13.6 16.2 14.2 7.1 4.3

Advanced

3 12.4 13.0 14.6 0.0 13.3
4 15.0 20.8 13.4 7.8 2.6
5 12.4 15.1 14.1 2.6 3.1

6 10.7 14.2 8.6 5.3 6.3
7 15.5 15.3 21.3 3.9 2.9
8 4.0 5.0 4.3 0.0 1.4

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 27.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 689
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 260 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 21.2 23.3 14.2 43.2 18.3
4 20.4 19.0 15.5 40.6 28.6
5 25.0 27.7 13.8 50.0 32.8
6 29.8 35.4 16.8 61.4 29.7
7 32.1 37.9 16.9 57.9 44.1
8 32.2 33.5 19.9 61.4 49.3

Basic

3 40.3 39.8 36.6 40.5 61.7
4 46.2 45.7 44.3 40.6 58.4
5 49.6 45.8 53.9 44.9 54.7
6 35.7 35.1 36.8 28.1 40.6
7 40.8 39.1 43.5 35.5 42.6
8 41.1 41.5 42.1 32.9 43.5

Proficient

3 35.1 35.2 43.0 16.2 16.7

4 32.3 34.4 38.5 17.2 13.0
5 24.3 26.2 30.3 5.1 10.9
6 27.7 23.2 37.1 8.8 26.6
7 23.8 21.2 33.5 6.6 11.8
8 22.7 22.3 31.1 4.3 7.2

Advanced

3 3.4 1.7 6.1 0.0 3.3
4 1.2 0.9 1.7 1.6 0.0
5 1.0 0.3 2.0 0.0 1.6
6 6.8 6.2 9.3 1.8 3.1

7 3.3 1.8 6.1 0.0 1.5
8 4.0 2.7 7.0 1.4 0.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

217 students drop out annually 26.2% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 29.7% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 26.9% during 1985-89, and 23.4%
during 1990-94, 27.0% during 1995-97 and 33.5% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 99.8% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
0.2% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

* 12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 9 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 181

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 20.0% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 20.4% to 38.1%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 12.6% 24.1% 37.9% 45.8% 54.5% 27.1%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 13.7% 21.7% 30.5% 30.9% 50.3% 23.3%
Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 10.9% 20.1% 31.0% 40.8% 60.2% 22.9%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

27.4% 28.3% 6.2% 8.4% 13.3% 29.3% NA% 7.1% 0.0% 18.2% 9.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

7.0% 11.6% 1.4% 2.0% 7.8% 16.8% NA% 3.9% 0.0% 7.1% 3.8%

Been in a fight with
someone? 36.0% 27.7% 16.5% 14.9% 38.2% 40.1% 21.2% 19.6% 26.5% 22.1% 24.1%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.1% 1.4% 3.9% 7.2% 8.2% 3.3% 12.4% 15.9% 3.5% 4.9% 4.2%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

5.8% 4.4% 6.1% 6.6% 15.8% 9.3% 16.4% 13.7% 6.6% 6.1% 6.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

36.5% 35.7% 17.5% 22.0% 54.4% 42.5% 19.7% 29.1% 27.8% 29.5% 28.7%

Been suspended
from school? 13.2% 12.3% 2.9% 5.9% 35.2% 27.5% 19.2% 14.5% 9.4% 10.3% 9.9%
Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.3% 13.7% 6.0% 9.5% 15.4% 28.6% 5.2% 9.8% 9.3% 12.3% 10.9%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 13.7% NA 12.7% NA 6.5% NA 6.7% NA 12.6% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 3.8% 4.5% 1.2% 2.6% 7.6% 6.6% NA% 4.1% 0.0% 3.7% 2.0%
Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

12.7% 17.0% 23.1% 27.3% 17.9% 23.2% 22.9% 32.6% 18.1% 22.8% 20.6%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

5.4% 9.6% 8.9% 12.0% 2.2% 7.2% NA% 15.7% 0.0% 10.8% 5.8%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 26.5% middle school, 44.2% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 15.3% middle school, 13.3% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 19.3% middle school, 37.2% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 23.6% middle school, 57.0% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 20.6% of 7th and 8th graders and 39.2% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.1% had used it in the past month, compared with
34.8% of African-American males; likewise, 33.7% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 22.9%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.0% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.1% by age 13, and 61.4% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 31.5% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 21.7% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 44.2% of eighth
graders and 74.1% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 68.1% of eighth graders and 72.0% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 48.4% of eighth graders and 54.8% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:*In 2001-02, 10.4% of 7`h and 8th graders and 23.3% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
17.6% of all county students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.1% reported usuall
or more drinks. Among high school students, 22.9% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.2% 5
more. Among seniors, 27.9% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 15.8% 5 or more; however 25.1%
seniors said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 10.4% of 7th and 8th graders and 22.9% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 22.3% of White males, 15.6% WI
females, 20.2% of African-American males, and 9.5% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 6.9% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 17.6% had used a drug by age 13, and 36.0% by ;

15.

In the past year, 10.2% of all high school students in the county who drive and 13.2% of seniors who drive said
that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 21.8% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 11.0% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 58.0% of seniors said
it is easy to get marijuana and 24.9% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 1 1 th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 59 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 52 in 2000 and 56 in 2001. This represented 3.4% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 3.4% for
Whites and 3.7% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 78.6% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Oconee County has decreased by 20.c
Overall, it has decreased by 15.0% for Whites, and decreased by 40.3% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 180 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 10.6% were age 12 or younger, 41.1% were 13 or 14, and 48.3% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 8.8% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 11 juvenile cases constituting 5.1% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 0.0% lived in families with income under $10,000,

38.2% with $10,000-$19,999 and 61.8% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 18.1% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 45.7% lived in a single parent household, 32.4% lived with other relatives, and 3.8% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
21.2% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 46.1% had at least one prior
referral and 12.8% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15

17 years old, 2.3% had been referred by the age of 10, 8.5% by the age of 12, and 21.7% by the age of 14.
During 2001-02, 87 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 3.5% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 2 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 395 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 12.3% of their age group: 11.8% for White
and 15.8% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 16 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 11 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-
year period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Oconee County. The 25.3% of
children in single-parent families, 14.6% in poverty, 33.5% not graduating from school, 39.2% of high school students
using alcohol and 22.9% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
84.7% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 69.3% are born to married parents, and 74.7% lived in
two-parent families; 85.4% were not poor and 60.2% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 93.0% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 82.6% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 62.7% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 67.8% for 8th grade reading, 75.7% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 66.5% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 60.8% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 77.1% do not use drugs, and 72.9% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 38.5% of
3rd graders and 26.7% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 33.0% of 3th graders and
17.6% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at
www.scicidscountorg.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazela,ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesa,ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Oconee County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990'
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80 - res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80- res

Percent
Change
90- res

1980 Rank 199,

CO SECCGO

Low Birth Weight 2001 52 52 55 +5.8% +5.8% 7.0 6.5 7.0 0.7% 8.5% 5

White babies ffErril=Wal 40 48 +6.7% +20.0% 6.8 5.6 6.9 1.5% 22.8%

African American and Other babies RE1111 7.8 12.8 8.0 2.3% -37.7%

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 265 247 193 +27.2% -21.9% 35.4 30.6 24.6 -30.5% -19.7% 15

White babies 2001 irri 206 164 -21.5% -20.4% 31.8 28.9 23.5 -26.1% -18.8%

African American and Other babies 2001 41 29 -48.2% -29.3% 62.2 43.6 33.0 -47.0% -24,4%

Infant Mortality 2001 25 23 16 -36.0% -30.4% 1.2 1.0 0.7 -41.2% -29.9% 3

White babies 1 r a I IM=E1E;TEMEOMMORI 1.0 0.7 0.7 -32.8% -7.6%

African American and Other babies 2001 6 8 2 -66.7% -75.0% 2.3 2.6 0.7 -67.5% -71.5% 23

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 50 43 45 -10.0% +4.7% 6.7 5.3 5.7 14.7% 6 8% 7

White babies KCIIIIMMEI 32 39 +0.0% +21.9% 5.9 4.5 5.6 -5.5% 24.6% 26

African American and Other babies grillEljElEfalliMiffarall 12.2 11.7 6.8 -44.2% -41.7% 19

Births to mothers under 20 2001 I 137 165 120 -12.4% -27.3% 18.3 20.5 15.3 -16.5% -25 3% 9

White babies 2001 (VA 138 98 -16.2% +29.0% 17.8 19.4 14.0 -21.3% -27.8% 31

African American and Other babies ECIMEJ 27 22 +10.0% +18.5% 22.2 28.7 25.0 12.5% -13.0% 8

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 240 267 207 -13.8% -22.5% 32.1 33.1 26.3 -18.0% -20.6% 16

White babies 2001 MEI 238 176 -15.8% -26.1% 31.8 33.4 25.2 -20.7% -24.6% 28

African American and Other babies 2001 ENEEI 29 31 +0.0% +6.9% 34.4 30.9 35.2 2.3% 14.2% 1

Births to single mothers- 2001 85 208 241 +183.5% +15.9% 11.4 25.8 30.7 170.2% 19.0% 3

White babies KM IIMMEIEIZI12110321MEZE3 6.4 21.2 26.2 310.5% 23.5% 23

African American and Other babies 133112.1 57 58 +34.9% +1.8% 47.8 60.6 65.9 37.9% 8.7% 28

Children in single parent families 2000 1,768 2,377 3,407 +92.7% +43.3% 13.3 18.7 25.3 90.1% 35.2% 3

White 2000 =W6Z1 1,828 2,586 +106.5% +41.5% 10.2 16.1 22.3 118.9% 38.7% 25

African American and Other 2000 Mal 533 821 +62.9% +54.0% 33.6 40.4 43.4 29.1% 7.4% 3

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 230 131 136 -40,9% +3.8% 30.3 16.1 17.4 -42.6% 8 1% 6

White males 2001 3 :11151=1271121=3:111 31.3 16.5 16.6 -47.0% 0.6%

White females 2001 40 34 -52.1% -15.0% 23.2 11.7 11.9 -48.7% 1.7% =Ea
African American and Other males 2001 21 18 21 +0.0% +16.7% 43.7 32.1 29.6 -32.3% -7.8% 5

African American and Other females 2001 1 14 21 -30.0% +50.0% 49.2 25.0 28.4 -42.3% 13.6% lirj
Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 92 164 110 +19.6% -32.9% 12.0 20.4 13.3 10.8% -34.8% 7

White males 2000 IMaa 77 54 +20.0% -29.9% 12.9 21.5 14.7 14.0% -31.6% INIMI
White females 2000 ri:r;Eiiminasmizzi 9.3 13.2 10.0 7.5% -24.2% MIMI
African American and Other males 2000 .1 20 13 +30.0% -35.0% 20.9 38.9 18.8 -10.0% - 51.7 %®
African American and Other females 2000 iffi=11:11.ZEICOMMEO 13.4 40.4 15.3 14.2% -62.1% MK'

Grade 3 Math below standards**' 2002 245 72 187 -23.7% +159.7% 29.7 9.7 23.7 -20.2% 144.3% 1M3=1:MEMEM 97 36 78 -19.6% +116.7% 25.8 10.8 22.6 -12.4% 109.3% MED
White females Erlill 25 59 -32.2% +136.0% 25.2 7.6 19.1 -24.2% 151.3% Mai
African American and Other males EIZEIMMEM 8 30 -26.8% +275.0% 70.7 19.1 40.5 -42.7% 112.0% rfli
African American and Other females iStIM :1:1 3 20 +0.0% +566.7% 43.5 7.5 33.3 -23.4% 344.0% 10

Grade 3 Reading below standards- 2002 192 45 167 -13.0% +271.1% 23.3 6.0 21.2 -9.0% 253.3%

2002 :11 23 80 -9.1% +247.8% 23.4 6.9 23.3 -0.4% 237.7%

White females 2002 50 15 44 -12.0% +193.3% 14.5 4.6 14.2 -2.1% 208.7% 14

African American and Other males 2002 36 4 32 -11.1% +700.0% 62.1 9.5 43.2 -30.4% 354.7% 34

African American and Other females
Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4

2002
1998

1
184

3

247

11 -38.9% +266.7% 39.1 7.5 18.3 -53.2% 144.0% 20

196 +6.5% -20.6% 25.9 30.4 27.2 5.0% -10.5% 12

White males 1998 1111 128 86 -3.4% -32.8% 27.1 33.9 26.6 -1.8% -21.5% 30

White females 1998 1=1:3 80 59 +22.9% -26.3% 17.3 23.5 20.3 17.3% -13.6% 32

1998 18 27 -3.6% +50.0% 52.8 42.9 50.0 -5.3% 16.6% 24

African American and Other females 1998 21 23 +76.9% +9.5% 34.2 40.4 39.1 14.3% -3.2% 18

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.
** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
*** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Oconee County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education (continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards" 2002 417 170 292 -30.0% +71.8% 52.7 23.5 37.3 -29.2% 58.7%

White males 2002 181 74 128 -29.3% +73.0% 48.8 20.9 37.8 -22.5% 80.9%

White females 2002 164 69 87 -47.0% +26.1% 49.4 24.3 28.7 -41.9% 18.1%

African American and Other males 2002 37 12 41 +10.8% +241.7% 84.1 25.0 58.6 -30.3% 134.4%

African American and Other females 2002 33 15 35 +6.1% +133.3% 78.6 38.5 50.7 -35.5% 31.7%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards" 2002 290 125 251 -13.4% +100.8% 36.6 17.3 32.2 -12.0% 86.1%

White males 2002 138 71 113 -18.1% +59.2% 37.3 20.2 33.5 -10.2% 65.8%

White females 2002 91 38 60 -34.1% +57.9% 27.3 13.4 19.9 -27.1% 48.5%

African American and Other males 2002 34 9 43 +26.5% +377.8% 77.3 18.8 61.4 -20.6% 226.6%

African American and Other females 2002 25 7 34 +36.0% +385.7% 59.5 18.0 49.3 -17.1% 173.9%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 191 149 NA -22.0% NA 25.9 19.8 NA -23.6%

White males 1998 NA 92 NA NA NA NA 27.8 18.3 NA -34.2%

White females 1998 NA 49 NA NA NA NA 15.9 14.4 NA -9.4%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 33 NA NA NA NA 55.9 45.5 NA -18.6%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 16 NA NA NA NA 40 40.7 NA 1.8%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 275 163 153 -44.4% -6.1% 39.5 27.5 24.3 -38.5% -11.6%

White males 2002 112 73 62 -44.6% -15.1% 36.5 27.6 23.4 -35.9% -15.2%

White females 2002 108 51 61 -43.5% +19.6% 35.1 20.3 21.3 -39.3% 4.9%

African American and Other males 2002 23 19 13 -43.5% -31.6% 71.9 55.9 32.5 -54.8% -41.9%

African American and Other females 2002 31 19 17 -45.2% -10.5% 64.6 47.5 45.9 -28.9% -3.4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 247 204 217 -12.3% +6.2% 27.5 24.6 26.2 -4.7% 6.7%

White males 2000-02 1 143 99 100 -29.8% +1.9% 33.7 25.1 27.4 -18.8% 9.3%

White females 2000-02 85 86 80 -5.3% -6.4% 23.9 24.9 23.4 -2.0% -5.9%

African American and Other males 2000-02 12 12 24 +100.0% +100.0% 20.9 22.9 39.3 88.5% 72.1%

African American and Other females 2000-02 8 8 12 +64.4% +54.2% 11.7 19.5 21.5 83.6% 10.2%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 1,776 1,369 1,701 -4.2% +24.3% 31.7 25.7 20.0 -37.0% -22.3%

White males NA 779 713 NA NA NA 31.4 28.7 NA NA NA

White females NA 799 508 NA NA NA 31.8 22.4 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 154 85 NA NA NA 49.5 32.2 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 44 63 NA NA NA 14.6 20.5 NA NA NA

Econ
Poverty Rate 2000 2,335 1,949 2,165 -7.3% +11.1% 16.6 14.1 14.6 -12.0% 3.5%

White children 2000 1,802 1,482 1,681 -6.7% +13.4% 14.7 12.1 13.3 -9.5% 9.9%

African American and Other children 2000 514 467 484 -5.8% +3.6% 29.4 29.6 21.9 -25.5% -26.0%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 40,999 $ 46,691 $ 46,540 +13.5% -0.3% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 41,429 $ 47,561 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 36,809 $ 38,749 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 61 60 56 -8.2% -6.7% 3.8 3.8 3.4 -9.8% -10.5%

White 2001 48 46 49 +2.1% +6.5% 3.4 3.4 3.4 0.0% 0.0%

African American and Other 2001 13 14 7 -46.2% -50.0% 6.2 7.0 3.7 -40.2% -47.1%

Delinquency 2002 74 62 87 +17.6% +40.3% 3.0 2.5 3.5 16.5% 39.8%

White males 2002 39 38 46 +17.9% +21.1% 3.4 3.3 4.1 21.9% 25.6%

White females 2002 1 19 10 14 -26.3% +40.0% 1.8 1.0 1.4 -24.5% 35.9%

African American and Other males 2002 12 11 20 +66.7% +81.8% 7.1 6.0 11.1 56.5% 85.2%

African American and Other females 2002 4 3 7 +75.0% +133.3% 2.4 1.8 4.1 71.6% 128.8%

'Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Orangeburg
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 23,769 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 7,066 were White, 16,123
were African-American, and 580 were other races. There were 23,882 children under age 18 in 1990, 26,163 in 1980,
27,484 in 1970, and 31,151 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.0% of the
population in 2000, down from 45.4% in 1960, 39.4% in 1970, and 31.8% in 1980.

In 2000 the 7,147 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.8% of the overall population: 6.4% of Whites and 8.5% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 2.4% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.1% and American
Indian and Alaska Native Alone at 0.5% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 32.0% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 48.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 76 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.0% of
all babies born in the county; 2.7% of all White and 7.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under-the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 97.4% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 224 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 17.7% of all born in the
county; 13.1% of all White and 19.7% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 90.2% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

686
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 256 babies, 20.3% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
18.5% of White and 21.0% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 50.7% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 37.6% had completed 12
grades (31.6% of Whites and 40.0% of African Americans and Others) and 42.2% had more than a high school degree
(49.9% of Whites and 38.9% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 387
babies, 30.6% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 39.3%
and in 1960 it was 18.9%. In 2001, 8.8% of White children and 39.8% of African-American and Other children were born
to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 317 babies, 25.1% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 704, constituting 55.7% of all babies, 24.4% of White babies,
and 68.9% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA&O

IR Total
aWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 568 marriage licenses were issued, while 272 divorce decrees involving 217 children
were filed. In 1970, only 83 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 7,800 children
lived with only one parent. This was 40.3% of all children, up from 32.1% in 1990, 23.3% in 1980, and 17.0% in 1970. In
2000, 18.2% of White and 51.3% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
2,043 or 40.0% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 15.0% of White and 54.1% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 67.9% of mothers with children under 6 and 71.8% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 44.5% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
62.5% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 3,332 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 94.4% of these are in licensed
programs and 5.6% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 79.1% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 4.5% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.1% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 15.3% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 64.44 for centers and $ 59.81 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 42.9% of centers with
pre-school staff and 84.6% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 39.3% of centers with pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 50% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 61.5% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 64.3% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 46.6% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 13.3% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 1,268 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 31.1% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
42.6% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 13.2% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 10.3% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 2,000 or 8.4% of all children lived with relatives, 374 or 1.6% lived with
non-relatives, 33 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 40 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 289 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 79 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 15.9% for physical abuse, 9.8% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 42.7% for physical neglect, 1.2% for educational neglect, 1.2% for medical neglect, 28.0% for threat of harm for
physicaUsexual abuse, and 1.2% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 132 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 53.0% were male, 47.0% were female; 25.8% were White, 74.2% were African-American and
Other. By age, 39.2% were ages 0 - 5, 36.9% were ages 6 12, and 23.8% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
29.6% of the children lived in two-parent families, 60.6% in single parent families, 7.6% with unmarried couples, and 2.3%
in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 122 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.6 years. The ages of children in foster care were 12.3% 0-2, 10.7% 3-5, 23.8% 6-10, 18.0%
11-13, and 35.3% 14 and above. The foster care population is 49.2% males and 50.8% females. Regarding their future,
24.6% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 39.3% for return to a parent or guardian, 0.8% for placement
with a relative, 20.5% for independent living, 14.8% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.85 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.20 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 6,490 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 2,982 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 27.6% of all children and youth: 9.6% of Whites and 35.1% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 32.5%, it was
34.3% in 1979 and 46.8% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 33.5% of children 0 5

(10.8% White, 43.4% African-American and Other), and 25.0% of children 6 17 (8.4% White, 31.8% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 22.3% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 48.1% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 11.4% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
64.4% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 12,630 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 6,140 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 3,350 14.2% NA NA NA NA
Under 100% 6,490 27.6% 668 9.6% 5,822 35.1%
Under 125% 8,241 35.0% NA NA NA NA
Under 150% 9,928 42.1% NA NA NA NA
Under 175% 11,516 48.9% NA NA NA NA
Under 185% 12,013 51.0% NA NA NA NA
Under 200% 12,630 53.6% NA NA NA NA
Total Children 23,769 7,066 16,703

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $41,669. In 1989 it was $36,950, and 1979, it
was $35,752, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$21,032 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $55,108 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Orangeburg County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.3%.

Child Support Payments: There were 1,1727 families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 29.4 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 244,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 2,249 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 215. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 296, or 23.4% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 385,
or 30.5% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 70 or 18.8% of Whites and 315 or 35.4% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 13 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 159 or 12.6% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 14.8% of African-American and Other babies and 7.2% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 110 or 2.8% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 0.9% of White babies and 3.7% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $9,778 and $73,798 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $2,199 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $2,270,208 for
all low birthweight babies, of which $1,742,239 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate increased by 32.6% from
10.0 to 13.2 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 43.3% from 5.7 to 3.3 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 49.0% from 11.9 to 17.7 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 4 White and 48 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 8 White and
36 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 690



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Orangeburg County went to the emergency room 2,647 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 3 White and 7 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 5 White and 17 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 56.8% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 8.7%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 1,078 to 1,617 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n,
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 7 reported cases of children under age 15 and 131 you
ages 15 19 infected with gonorrhea; 19 youth under 15 and 268 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mar
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 15.1% first smoked by age 11, 32.7% by age 13, and 46.8% by age 15. In a typical
month, 16.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 19.9% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 32.9% of White male and 29.0% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 17.9% of African-American males and 13.0% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (2.1%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(13.6% compared with 0.9% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, andmore than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 2,377 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problert
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 808 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 624 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 11 in
Orangeburg County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders: While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 1,515 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 1,010 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 2,099 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 1,105 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 3,205 uninsured children in Orangeburg County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 20 nurses, compared with 18 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Orangeburg County has increased by 57.3% from June 1997 to June 2001;
thus Medicaid and PHC were serving 61.2% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$34.1 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Orangeburg County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was
14,539. The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 172 770 5 29 976
Children 1 - 5 690 3,087 13 135 3,925
Children 6 - 14 969 5,535 14 261 6,779
Children 15 - 18 453 2,357 0 49 2,859
Total 2,284 11,749 32 474 14,539

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ai
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 34.4% for Whites and 31.9% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soc
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

144 children not ready 13.3% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

76 children failing 6.7% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

151 children failing 13.1% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

215 children over-age 18.6% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
360 six and seven year olds and 364 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 16.6% and 15.6% of their age groups respectively: 12.2% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 16.4% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 13.3% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 18.6% over age in grade 3, and 15.6% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used n
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 624 speech and language impaired, 808 learning disabled, 109 emotionally
disabled, 740 mentally impaired, and 100 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 15.8% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

396 students did not pass all parts 43.8% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Orangeburg County who did not meet standards declined from 80.4% to 29.2% in math and from
68% to 23.6% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 49.8% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 46.8% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam E
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 41.9% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 41.9% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 40.5% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 40.1% in 1990 and 38.5% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 53.5%, but in 2002 37.9% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 57.0% in 1999 and 52.8% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in mathhas decreased
by 20.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 2,250 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 577 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 37.2 31.7 25.5 41.1 37.1
4 44.4 25.0 18.6 51.2 48.3
5 53.7 41.6 37.8 59.6 54.7
6 49.3 28.9 25.7 60.0 49.5
7 58.7 44.1 46.9 66.9 57.7
8 57.5 45.8 47.3 63.1 58.3

Basic

3 40.4 38.6 44.9 40.0 40.3
4 37.7 48.1 46.6 34.7 36.1
5 37.3 41.6 50.0 32.7 37.9
6 37.6 42.2 50.5 30.4 40.4
7 29.0 39.6 34.6 24.3 29.3
8 37.0 43.9 45.1 33.2 36.3

Proficient

3 16.0 23.8 21.4 14.3 14.7
4 12.6 17.6 20.3 10.2 12.0
5 6.4 8.9 7.1 6.5 5.4
6 10.1 18.9 16.8 7.8 8.6
7 7.7 13.5 12.3 4.8 7.9
8 4.8 8.4 5.5 3.4 4.8

Advanced

3 6.3 5.9 8.2 4.6 7.9
4 5.3 9.3 14.4 4.0 3.5
5 2.6 7.9 5.1 1.2 2.0
6 3.1 10.0 6.9 1.8 1.6
7 4.6 2.7 6.2 4.1 5.1

8 0.8 1.9 2.2 0.3 0.5

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 25.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,689
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 584 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 31.1 26.0 11.2 38.8 28.4
4 31.3 25.0 12.6 43.5 26.3
5 44.8 35.6 21.4 56.7 40.4
6 40.9 35.6 14.0 56.4 33.4
7 41.7 38.9 20.8 55.1 35.1
8 48.1 41.5 20.9 57.9 48.0

Basic

3 40.7 38.0 32.7 41.4 42.4
4 50.6 58.3 47.9 46.8 52.9
5 46.5 47.5 56.1 39.9 50.6
6 39.7 41.1 47.0 30.8 46.5
7 45.4 50.4 53.1 36.4 50.8
8 41.0 40.6 56.0 36.9 41.0

Proficient

3 26.5 33.0 48.0 19.1 28.0
4 17.5 16.7 37.0 9.7 20.0
5 8.5 16.8 22.4 3.4 8.2
6 17.7 22.2 34.0 11.7 18.4
7 11.8 9.7 22.3 8.0 12.9
8 9.9 17.0 19.8 4.6 10.2

Advanced

3 1.7 3.0 8.2 0.7 1.2
4 0.6 0.0 2.5 0.0 0.8
5 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8
6 1.7 1.1 5.0 1.0 1.6
7 1.2 0.9 3.8 0.5 1.2
8 1.0 0.9 3.3 0.6 0.8

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-20021

536 students drop out annually 38.3% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 24.3% of 8th graders
failed to graduate- from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 31.3% during 1985-89, and 26.0%
during 1990-94, 27.7% during 1995-97 and 35.6% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 89.1% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
10.9% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*126 grade enrollment compared to lith grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 86 grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the webst97



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 12 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 87
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 15.7% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 31.1% to 58.7%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 9.6% 16.3% 23.9% 32.2% 57.7% 20.1%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 6.9% 12.0% 16.3% 21.2% 43.0% 14,0%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 8.8% 10.5% 16.3% 24.7% 54.4% 14.1%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

21.1% 26.7% 5.4% 6.7% 13.2% 17.8% 3.8% 7.8% 9.2% 12.9% 11.3%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

10.7% 15.3% 2.4% 1.2% 9.3% 11.2% 2.6% 6.5% 5.9% 8.4% 7.3%

Been in a fight with
someone? 46.1% 37.0% 24.5% 14.9% 42.9% 27.3% 29.0% 20.8% 35.4% 23.9% 28.9%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 3.0% 3.4% 10.1% 12.7% 6.7% 3.7% 16.8% 21.7% 11.0% 12.8% 12.0%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

12.0% 9.5% 5.6% 7.4% 12.1% 7.4% 9.7% 9.5% 10.4% 8.5% 9.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

33.8% 33.3% 24.6% 17.4% 36.9% 22.1% 30.9% 21.1% 32.8% 22.2% 26.8%

Been suspended
from school? 19.2% 18.7% 10.3% 6.7% 27.1% 20.1% 15.5% 17.3% 19.7% 17.2% 18.3%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 16.3% 22.8% 9.3% 16.5% 13.2% 14.1% 9.0% 8.1% 11.3% 12.5% 12.0%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 18.9% NA 12.2% NA 5.9% NA 6.6% NA 8.4% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 5.5% 9.6% 2.4% 1.7% 5.1% 6.3% 1.9% 2.8% 3.5% 4.5% 4.1%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

17.9% 15.7% 22.2% 32.4% 14.7% 12.3% 22.3% 21.9% 19.0% 19.1% 19.1%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

8.0% 9.5% 9.4% 16.7% 5.1% 5.1% 6.0% 8.8% 6.2% 8.4% 7.5%

ource: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 37.1% middle school, 48.7% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 33.1% middle school, 33.8% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 32.9% middle school, 39.9% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 41.6% middle school, 61.2% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 23.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.6% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 39.4% had used it in the past month, compared with
24.0% of African-American males; likewise, 35.7% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.9%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 15.7% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 32.6% by age 13, and 57.2% by age 15.

During the previous year, 20.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.7% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 15.2% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 37.5% of eighth
graders and 69.8% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 65.3% of eighth graders and 62.3% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 43.6% of eighth graders and 50.3% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.5% of 1h and 8th graders and 14.0% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consume, 9.1

of all county students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 4.0% reported usually 5 or m
drinks. Among high school students, 11.4% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 5.4% 5 or more. Amc
seniors, 13.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.4% 5 or more; however 16.5% of seniors said t
they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 7.2% of 7th and 8th graders and 14.3% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 22.6% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 13.3% of African-American males, and 6.7% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 4.1% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 11.6% had used a drug by age 13, and 25.6% by ;

15.
In the past year, 6.7% of all high school students in the county who drive and 7.9% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 18.2% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 7.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 58.8% of seniors said it is

easy to get marijuana and 32.2% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in OrangeburgCounty.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 153 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 121 in 2000 and 95 in 2001. This represented 3.0% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 1.9% for
Whites and 3.3% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 78.9% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Orangeburg County has decreased by 45
Overall, it has decreased by 42.4% for Whites, and decreased by 51.5% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 719 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 26.6% were age 12 or younger, 28.4% were 13 or 14, and 45.1% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 6.2% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 225 juvenile cases constituting 20.6% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 50.0% lived in families with income under $10,000,
24.6% with $10,000-$19,999 and 25.4% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 14.0% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 60.8% lived in a single parent household, 21.3% lived with other relatives, and 3.8% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
37.7% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 56.6% had at least one prior
referral and 22.8% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 5.2% had been referred by the age of 10, 11.2% by the age of 12, and 26.6% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 321 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 6.7% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.

Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 48 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 685 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 10.6% of their age group: 7.7% for White and
11.5% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths: During 1997-2001, 40 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 11 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 5 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 4 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Orangeburg County. The
40.3% of children in single-parent families, 27.6% in poverty, 35.6% not graduating from school, 30.6% of high school
students using alcohol and 14.3% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many
children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community

citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

82.3% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 44.3% are born to married parents, and 59.7% lived in
two-parent families; 72.4% were not poor and 46.4% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 87.4% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 86.7% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 42.5% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 51.9% for 8th grade reading, 56.2% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 64.4% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 69.4% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 85.7% do not use drugs, and 80.1% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 28.2% of
3rd graders and 10.9% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 22.3% of 3rd graders and
5.6% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1.800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes0,ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Orangeburg County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990'
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199

GU, alCD
Low Birth Weight 2001 131

White babies 2001 23 24 27 +17.4% +12.5% 4.8 5.4 7.2 50.0%

African American and Other babies 2001 108 121 132 +22.2% +9.1% 10.5 12.0 14.8 41.0%

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 513 696 385 +25.0% -44.7% 34.2 47.7 30.5 -10.8%

White babies 2001 80 135 70 -12.5% -48.1% 16.8 30.2 18.8 11.9%

African American and Other babies 2001 433 561 315 -27.3% -43.9% 42.2 55.4 35.4 -16.1%

slant Mortality 2001 70 44 52 -25.7% +18.2% 1.6 1.0 1.3 -16.2%

White babies 2001 24 8 4 -83.3% -50.0% 1.7 0.6 0.3 -80.4%

African American and Other babies 2001 46 +4.3% +33.3% 1.5

Births to mothers under 18 2001 173 104 76 56 1% -26.9% 11.5 7.1 6.0 -47 9%

i White babies 2001 34 18 10 -70.6% -44.4% 7.2 4.0 2.7 -62.3%

African American and Other babies 2001 139 86 66 -52.5% -23.3% 13.5 8.5 7.4 -45.2%

3irths to mothers under 20 2001 350 249 224 -36.0% -10.0% 23.3 17.1 17.7 -24.0%

White babies 2001 74 67 49 -33.8% +26.9% 15.6 15.0 13.1 -15.9%

African American and Other babies 2001 276 182 175 -36.6% +3.8% 26.9 18.0 19.7 -26.8%

1Births to mothers with less than a high school
leducation

2001 502 310 256 -49.0% -17.4% 33.4 21.2 20.3 -39.3%

1_ White babies 2001 133 85 69 -48.1% -18.8% 28.0 19.0 18.5 -33.9%

African American and Other babies 2001 369 225 187 -49.3% -16.9% 35.9 22.2 21.0 -41.5%

3irths to single mothers-** 2001 515 638 704 +36.7% +10.3% 34.3 43.7 55.7 62.4%

White babies 2001 30 70 91 +203.3% +30.0% 6.3 15.7 24.4 286.3%

African American and Other babies 2001 485 568 613 +26.4% +7.9% 47.2 56.1 68.9 45.8%

17,hildren in single parent families 2000 5,441 6,281 7,800 +43A% +24.2% 23.3 32.1 40.3 73.0%

White 2000 968 991 1,174 +21.3% +18.5% 10.0 /3.3 18.2 82.4%

African American and Other 2000 4,447 5,261 6,626 +49.0% +25.9% 31.8 43.6 51.3 61.4%

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 508 323 144 -71.7% -55.4% 43.5 21.0 13.3 -69 4%

White males 001 50 33 7 -86.0% -78.8% 34.7 15.1 6.8 -80.4%

White females 001 29 15 7 -75.9% -53.3% 21.0 8.1 6.4 -69.5%

1 African American and Other males 001 241 160 76 -68.5% -52.5% 50.0 26.3 16.5 -67.0%

I African American and Other females 5' 188 115 54 -71.3% -53.0% 46.6 21.8 13.2 -71.7%

Repeating Grades 1-3 MOO 164 307 203 +23.8% -33.9% 14.1 21.5 15.6 10.6%

White males 000 19 30 17 -10.5% -43.3% 12.2 15.5 12.6 3.3%

White females 000 11 14 17 +54.5% +21.4% 7.8 7.8 12.3 57.7%

African American and Other males 000 90 174 100 +1/.1% -42.5% 20.3 32.0 19.5 -3.9%

African American and Other females WOO 44 89 69 +56.8% -22.5% 10.8 17.7 13.6 25.9%

Grade 3 Math below standards-- 002 614 217 405 -34.0% +86.6% 54.0 15.8 37.2 -31.1%

White males 002 61 22 32 -47.5% +45.5% 39.3 12.1 31.7 -19.3%

White females 002 58 14 25 -56.9% +78.6% 38.4 8.2 25.5 -33.6%

African American and Other males 002 265 91 189 -28.7% +107.7% 63.7 17.8 41.1 -35.5%

African American and Other females 002 ; 228 90 159 -30.3% +76.7% 55.5 17.6 37.1 -33.2%

Grade 3 Reading below standards "" 002 I 546 178 338 -38.1% +89.9% 47.9 13.0 31.1 -35.1%

White males 002 64 23 26 -59.4% +13.0% 41.3 12.7 26.0 -37.0%

White females 2002 45 7 11 -75.6% +57.1% 29.8 4.1 11.2 -62.4%

African American and Other males 2002 84 179 -27.8% +113 1% 59.3 16.5 38.8 -34.6%

African American and Other females 2002 64 122 -35.1% +90.6% 45.7 12.6 28.4 -37.9%

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 349 537 382 +9.5% -28.9% 41.9 41.9 34.3 -18.1%

White males 1998
1998

WINEEI 50

26 47

31

25
-16.2%
-3.8%

-38.0%
-46.8%

29.1 30.7 23.5 -19.2%

White females 21.0 28.7 19.7 -6.2%

African American and Other males 1998 MMEE1 248 165 +1.9% -33.5% 53.3 51.3 42.1 -21.0%

African American and Other females 1998 124 191 159 +28.2% -16.8% 44.8 40.6 34.9 -22.1%

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
*1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Orangeburg County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued I

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980* 1990 Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90- 1.

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 978 309 516 -47.2% +67.0% 80.4 29.2 57.5 -28.5% 96.9%

White males 2002 102 41 49 -52.0% +19.5% 57.6 25.2 45.8 -20.5% 81.7%

White females 2002 89 31 43 -51.7% +38.7% 58.2 21.8 47.3 -18.7% 117.0%

African American and Other males 2002 366 102 207 -43.4% +102.9% 90.4 28.1 63.1 -30.2% 124.6%

African American and Other females 2002 415 135 217 -47.7% +60.7% 87.5 34.7 58.3 -33.4% 68.0%

Grade 8 Readin. below state standards** 2002 831 250 432 -48.0% +72.8% 68.0 23.6 48.1 -29.3% 103.8 %!

White males 2002 91 42 44 -51.6% +4.8% 51.1 25.6 41.5 -18.8% 62.1%

White females 2002 53 18 19 -64.2% +a 6% 34.6 12.7 20.9 -39.6% 64.6%

African American and Other males 2002 336 94 190 -43.5% +102.1% 82.6 26.0 57.9 -29.9% 122.7%

t African American and Other females 2002 346 96 179 -48.3% +86.5% 72.7 24.7 48.0 -34.0% 94.3%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 509 638 NA +25.3% NA 40.1 44.8 NA 11.7%

White males 1998 NA 50 NA NA NA NA 28.7 24.7 NA -13.9%

White females 1998 NA 27 NA NA NA NA 16.1 20.0 NA 24.2%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 234 NA NA NA NA 49.7 56.2 NA 13.1%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 195 NA NA NA NA 43 47.4 NA 10.2%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem.t

2002 717 415 396 -44.8 % -4.6 % 65.1 43.1 43.8 -32.7 % 1.6%

White males 2002 66 31 22 -66.7% -29.0% 50.0 25.8 25.3 -49.4% -1.9%

White females 2002 56 29 14 -75.0% -51.7% 37.6 20.0 16.7 -55.6% -16.5%

African American and Other males 2002 296 181 173 -41.6% -4.4% 73.5 53.9 57.9 -21.2% 7.4%

African American and Other females 2002 299 172 183 -38.8% +6.4% 71.7 48.0 42.8 -40.3% -10.8%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th rade 4 ears later

2000-02 351 324 536 +52.8% +65.3% 26.6 26.2 38.3 43.8% 46.2%

White males 2000-02 66 59 76 +15.7% +29.4% 36.6 33.0 44.9 22.8% 36.2%

White females 2000-02 65 45 64 -0.3% +44.6% 37.2 27.6 38.7 4.0% 39.9%

African American and Other males 2000-02 149 147 246 +65.3% +68.1% 29.6 32.2 45.3 53.0% 40.7%

African American and Other females 2000-02 71 74 149 +109.4% +100.9% 15.4 16.7 28.6 86.2% 71.2%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
18-24

2000 3,060 2,232 1,621 -47.0 % -27.4 % 25.3 20.9 15.7 -37.8 % -24.8%

White males NA 631 400 NA NA NA 35.6 31.3 NA NA NA

White females NA 527 341 NA NA NA 28.5 24.7 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 1,039 796 NA NA NA 28.0 21.3 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 863 695 NA NA NA 18.1 16.2 NA NA NA

Povert Rate 2000 8,953 7,653 6,490

--c
-27.5% 34.3

,11,12,,,LA
-15.2% 32.5 27.6 -19.5% -15.1%

White children 2000 1,222 874 668 -45.3% -23.6% 12.8 11.2 9.6 -25.0%

African American and Other children 2000 7,713 6,779 5,822 -24.5% -14.1% 46.8 43.1 35.1 -25.0% -18.6%

Income of Families w/children 1999 $ 2000 $ 35,752 $ 36,950 $ 41,669 +16.5% +12.8% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 45,030 $ 49,038 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 27,875 $ 28,862 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent rke3 Factors
Teenae Pre.nanc aes 14-17 2001 232 157 95 -59.1% -39.5% 6.2 5.1 3.0 -51.6% -41.2%

White 2001 51 30 15 -70.6% -50.0% 4.4 3.4 1.9 -57.1% -44.1%

African American and Other 2001 181 127 80 -55.8% -37.0% 7.0 5.7 3.3 -52.8% -42.1%

Delin uenc 2002 100 153 321 +221.0% +109.8% 1.9 3.4 6.7 250.5% 95.9%

White males 2002 23 21 35 +52.2% +66.7% 2.6 2.5 5.6 113.7% 122.2%

White females 2002 13 20 19 +46.2% -5.0% 1.6 2.5 3.3 108.3% 33.3%

African American and Other males 2002 55 76 168 +205.5% +121.1% 3.3 5.3 9.9 199.5% 86.5%

African American and Other females 2002 9 36 99 +1000.0% +175.0% 0.5 2.6 5.2 936.6% 99.4%

1
*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 24,692 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 21,949 were White, 1,935
were African-American, and 808 were other races. There were 20,778 children under age 18 in 1990, 20,916 in 1980,
18,626 in 1970, and 17,477 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 22.3% of the
population in 2000, down from 38.0% in 1960, 31.6% in 1970, and 26.4% in 1980.

In 2000 the 8,024 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.2% of the overall population: 7.0% of Whites and 8.0% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 3.3% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.4% and "some other
race alone" at 0.9% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 31.2% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 46.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 51 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 3.8% of
all babies born in the county; 4.0% of all White and 1.0% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 74.5% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 177 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 13.1% of all born in the
county; 13.0% of all White and 13.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 59.9% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 340 babies, 25.1% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
25.3% of White and 22.7% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 44.0% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 33.7% had completed 12
grades (32.9% of Whites and 43.3% of African Americans and Others) and 41.3% had more than a high school degree
(41.8% of Whites and 34.0% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 147

babies, 10.8% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 17.0%
and in 1960 it was 4.3%. In 2001, 9.3% of White children and 30.9% of African-American and Other children were born
to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 197 babies, 14.5% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 344, constituting 25.4% of all babies, 23.2% of White babies,
and 53.6% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA8,0

AWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 755 marriage licenses were issued, while 497 divorce decrees involving 438 children
were filed. In 1970, only 159 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 4,813 children
lived with only one parent. This was 21.4% of all children, up from 16.2% in 1990, 12.2% in 1980, and 8.0% in 1970. In
2000, 18.9% of White and 43.8% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
1,406 or 19.1% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 16.2% of White and 41.6% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.
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Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 64.2% of mothers with children under 6 and 73.0% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 41.5% of rmthers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
62.1% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 2,920 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 88.9% of these are in licensed
programs and 11.1% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 75.2% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 9.9% are in registered cr licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 4.1% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 10.8% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 83.92 for centers and $ 70.31 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 20% of centers with
pre-school staff and 33.3% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour are 60% of centers with pre-school staff and 33.3% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 33.3% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 50% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 26.7% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 70.6% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 20.6% have less than a high
school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 641 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 42.6% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
57.3% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 31.0% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported
cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 4.7% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 674 or 2.7% of all children lived with relatives, 393 or 1.6% lived with
non-relatives, 53 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 42 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 386 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 205 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 15.2% for physical abuse, 9.4% for sexual abuse, 2.1% for mental
injury, 26.2% for physical neglect, 6.3% for educational neglect, 0.0% for medical neglect, 40.3% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.5% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 222 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 46.8% were male, 53.2% were female; 86.5% were White, 13.5% were African-American and
Other. By age, 32.9% were ages 0 5, 41.4% were ages 6 12, and 25.7% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
26.1% of the children lived in two-parent families, 27.0% in single parent families, 14.9% with unmarried couples, and
32.0% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 75 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 7.7 years. The ages of children in foster care were 17.3% 0-2, 13.3% 3-5, 28.0% 6-10, 9.3%
11-13, and 32.0% 14 and above. The foster care population is 56.0% males and 44.0% females. Regarding their future,
29.3% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 36.0% for return to a parent or guardian, 10.7% for placement
with a relative, 17.3% for independent living, 5.3% for permanent foster care, and 1.3% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.49 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.63 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 3,075 children and youth under the age of 18 hied in 1,494 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 12.6% of all children and youth: 10.9% of Whites and 26.3% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 11.3%, it was
10.5% in 1979 and 14.3% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 14.1% of children 0 - 5
(12.3% White, 25.8% African-American and Other), and 11.3% of children 6 - 17 (9.7% White, 25.8% African - American
and Other), lived in poverty; 11.7% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 33.2% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 6.3% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
64.5% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 8,544 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 5,469 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,381 5.7% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 3,075 12.6% 2,379 10.9% 696 26.3%

Under 125% 4,353 17.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 5,750 23.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 7,109 29.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 7,713 31.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 8,544 35.0% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 24,692 21,949 2,743
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later h 2003, and will e posted on our we si e a
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $50,447. In 1989 it was $48,065, and 1979, it
was $44,450, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single -parent families with children was
$24,921 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $57,975 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Pickens County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.7%.

Child Support Payments: There were 312' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 15.7 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 294,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 764 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 250. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In
2001, 228, or 16.8% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 271,
or 20.0% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 231 or 18.3% of Whites and 40 or 41.2% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 10 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 95 or 7.0% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 14.4% of African-American and Other babies and 6.4% of White babies. During 1999-2001,
approximately 43 or 1.1% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
1.1% of White babies and 1.3% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $16,210 and $142,598 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $1,669 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $2,646,715 for all low
birthweight babies, of which $1,973,000 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 45.0% from
9.5 to 5.2 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 41.0% from 9.1 to 5.4 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 74.3% from 12.2 to 3.1 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 20 White and 1 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 31 White and
5 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year.
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Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Pickens County went to the emergency room 3,175 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 19 White and 3 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 23 White and 3 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 54.2% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 11.9%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thrt
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 1,296 to 1,944 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 1 reported cases of children under age 15 and 11 you

ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 2 youth under 15 and 26 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 15.8% first smoked by age 11, 33.0% by age 13, and 48.6% by age 15. In a typical
month, 14.3% of 7th and 8th graders and 22.8% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 19.3% of White male and 19.0% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 13.6% of African-American males and 17.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (9.8 %) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(19.1% compared with 1.8% of all other race and sex groups).

Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent ntb3trice abuse and risk-taking.f ktv



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development:
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 2,469 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 1,152 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 334 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 3 in

Pickens County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in

the county there are 12% or 1,493 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 996 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention defic it,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 1,420 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 1,602 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 3,023 uninsured children in Pickens County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 21 nurses, compared with 13 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Pickens County has increased by 106.3% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 29.5% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$17.1 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Pickens County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 7,282. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 520 71 34 16 641

Children 1 - 5 1,799 306 56 84 2,245
Children 6 - 14 2,689 470 65 94 3,318
Children 15 - 18 911 144 8 15 1,078
Total 5,919 991 163 209 7,282

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 20.2% for Whites and 27.9% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th
sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

142 children not ready 11.6% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

71 children failing 5.7% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

150 children failing 11.9% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

238 children over-age 19.4% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
324 six and seven year olds and 339 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,

approximately 12.9% and 13.3% of their age groups respectively: 13.1% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 14.7% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 11.6% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 19.4% over age in grade 3, and 13.3% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 334 speech and language impaired, 1,152 learning disabled, 131 emotionally

disabled, 298 mentally impaired, and 218 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 13.5% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

158 students did not pass all parts 18.2% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Pickens County who did not meet standards declined from 46.1% to 23% in math and from 32.6%
to 18% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 24.6% not meeting 8th grade math standards in 1998
and 24.9% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is comparable to
the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year data, the
percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 23.9% in 1983 on the CTBS,
27.7% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 23.1% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the bottom
quarter was 25.0% in 1990 and 19.7% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade PACT
in 1999, the first year of administration, was 34.3%, but in 2002 20.8% of Lth graders were below basic in reading and
math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 36.3% in 1999 and 28.5% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 29.1% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,119 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 459 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 20.2 19.0 18.1 33.3 35.3
4 20.6 20.1 15.8 50.8 40.7
5 27.4 28.1 24.4 33.8 37.0
6 26.9 25.6 23.7 45.3 42.5
7 34.5 32.4 32.8 52.7 48.4
8 32.2 29.6 28.9 59.1 50.0

Basic

3 41.2 40.7 41.2 45.0 41.2
4 37.8 36.2 39.2 34.4 42.6
5 41.9 41.8 41.1 49.2 42.5
6 41.6 41.3 42.8 39.1 37.5
7 34.2 35.0 35.4 27.0 25.0
8 44.8 45.4 48.1 24.2 37.1

Proficient

3 23.5 24.9 23.9 13.3 19.1

4 21.9 24.4 22.0 9.8 7.4
5 19.9 17.0 24.4 13.8 15.1

6 20.9 22.3 21.5 12.5 13.8

7 15.7 15.6 17.2 9.5 9.4
8 15.3 17.1 15.0 10.6 7.1

Advanced

3 15.1 15.5 16.8 8.3 4.4
4 19.8 19.3 22.9 4.9 9.3
5 10.8 13.1 10.1 3.1 5.5
6 10.6 10.7 12.0 3.1 6.3
7 15.6 17.0 14.6 10.8 17.2

8 7.7 7.9 8.0 6.1 5.7

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 33.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 806
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 405 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 14.8 17.8 10.6 28.8 14.7
4 21.0 24.9 12.9 50.8 31.5
5 21.5 27.6 14.0 29.2 20.5
6 24.7 28.0 17.4 56.3 26.3
7 22.8 24.8 16.8 48.6 31.3
8 24.9 25.9 17.8 51.5 42.9

Basic

3 38.8 38.7 35.9 44.1 57.4
4 40.0 42.5 37.6 37.7 40.7
5 49.1 47.6 48.4 56.9 58.9
6 35.2 38.7 30.5 28.1 48.8
7 42.1 44.7 39.8 35.1 48.4
8 41.2 45.2 38.9 30.3 37.1

Proficient

3 40.7 39.9 45.1 23.7 26.5
4 35.5 30.4 44.3 11.5 25.9
5 27.1 23.3 33.7 13.8 20.5
6 31.3 27.9 38.9 14.1 17.5

7 30.3 27.7 36.8 12.2 15.6
8 28.0 25.3 34.7 12.1 14.3

Advanced

3 5.6 3.5 8.4 3.4 1.5

4 3.5 2.3 5.2 0.0 1.9
5 2.3 1.4 3.9 0.0 0.0
6 8.8 5.4 13.3 1.6 7.5
7 4.7 2.9 6.6 4.1 4.7
8 6.0 3.6 8.6 6.1 5.7

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

436 students drop out annually 35.3% students drop out?

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002

37.8% 35.7% 33.5% 28.6%/ /
White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 24.3% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 28.3% during 1985-89, and 31.0%
during 1990-94, 37.7% during 1995-97 and 39.5% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 98.6% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
1.4% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 7 it 5



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 51 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 246
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 18.5% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 14.8% to 42.5%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 7.7% 19.4% 32.3% 43.2% 54.3% 22.7%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 10.8% 15.8% 21.7% 27.2% 39.9% 17.6%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 9.4% 15.0% 24.0% 31.7% 44.4% 18.0%
Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

25.4% 27.0% 5.6% 7.4% 10.4% 23.8% 4.7% 10.4% 14.6% 17.1% 15.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

8.8% 8.4% 1.4% 1.8% 5.4% 15.9% 1.3% 5.8% 4.8% 5.5% 5.1%

Been in a fight with
someone? 38.9% 29.2% 14.1% 15.5% 32.7% 32.5% 25.8% 23.0% 26.6% 22.7% 24.8%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.2% 1.0% 5.7% 7.6% 5.7% 6.9% 21.3% 15.1% 5.0% 4.9% 4.9%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

6.7% 5.0% 6.5% 7.3% 7.2% 10.9% 9.1% 8.2% 6.8% 6.4% 6.6%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

40.3% 42.9% 22.0% 27.7% 33.8% 46.9% 35.3% 36.1% 31.3% 35.7% 33.3%

Been suspended
from school? 10.9% 10.8% 4.3% 5.4% 17.5% 15.3% 9.2% 13.5% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%
Stolen anything
worth > $5? 11.9% 13.4% 5.7% 9.9% 10.5% 20.9% 11.8% 16.5% 9.0% 12.2% 10.4%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 13.8% NA 11.7% NA 8.9% NA 11.5% NA 12.6% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 3.7% 4.6% 1.9% 2.2% 5.7% 7.1% 1.2% 3.7% 2.8% 3.5% 3.2%
Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

16.8% 15.3% 21.6% 31.4% 11.1% 11.7% 24.6% 24.0% 19.2% 23.1% 21.0%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

8.4% 6.8% 8.9% 13.6% 7.3% 3.2% 11.3% 10.5% 8.7% 10.0% 9.3%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 26.9% middle school, 39.2% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 15.9% middle school, 8.5% high school;
- saw a student with a knife at school: 18.0% middle school, 24.9% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 24.7% middle school, 53.2% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 16.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 32.6% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 26.3% had used it in the past month, compared with
19.6% of African-American males; likewise, 24.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 27.2%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 11.6% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 28.3% by age 13, and 59.7% by age 15.

During the previous year, 19.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 29.9% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 15.9% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 39.6% of eighth
graders and 79.1% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 68.0% of eighth graders and 74.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 41.9% of eighth graders and 56.5% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 8.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 17.6% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
12.6% of all county students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.9% reported usually f
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.7% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 15.3% 5 or more; however 21.8% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.1% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 15.6% of White males, 12.2% WI
females, 14.2% of African-American males, and 13.4% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 4.8% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 15.4% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.1% by ;

15.
In the past year, 9.3% of all high school students in the county who drive and 15.3% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 18.8% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 9.0% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 58.4% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 21.1% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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14.2%
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13.4%
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Females

Data is from the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 85 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 81 in 2000 and 67 in 2001. This represented 1.8% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 1.9% for
Whites and 1.4% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 76.1% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Pickens County has decreased by 46.(
Overall, it has decreased by 44.1% for Whites, and decreased by 58.8% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 475 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 22.3% were age 12 or younger, 30.5% were 13 or 14, and 47.2% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 4.7% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 128 juvenile cases constituting 20.0% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 34.3% lived in families with income under $10,000,

33.7% with $10,000-$19,999 and 32.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 17.6% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 52.3% lived in a single parent household, 26.9% lived with other relatives, and 3.1% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
38.8% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 39.4% had at least one prior
referral and 11.8% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 2.2% had been referred by the age of 10, 7.4% by the age of 12, and 21.5% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 224 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 3.6% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 47 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 563 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 6.5% of their age group: 6.2% for White and
9.5% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either school
full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition from
school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the problems of

young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and county reports

on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 26 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 18 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 1 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Pickens County. The 21.4% of
children in single-parent families, 12.6% in poverty, 39.5% not graduating from school, 32.6% of high school students
using alcohol and 18.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
86.9% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 74.6% are born to married parents, and 78.6% lived in
two-parent families; 87.4% were not poor and 65.0% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 93.0% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 88.4% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 67.8% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 75.1% for 8th grade reading, 81.8% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 60.5% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 67.4% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 81.9% do not use drugs, and 77.2% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 46.3% of
3rd graders and 34.0% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 38.6% of Id graders and
23.0% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. s ckidscount. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes@ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Comparable reports for a II 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at
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Pickens County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present
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Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
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Most
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Percent
Change
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Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90-pres

199

0026Ca
Low Birth Weight 2001 61 96 95 +55.7%

11:31 lEir1.12
-1.0% 5.8 7.6MIZIM7.0 19.8%

1 21=111211
-8.0% NMMMEErrligElEllEEINIEMEIMIMMIE1=1:11531=IMMMEll

African American and Other babies
Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 316 387 271 +14.2% -30.0% 30.3 30.7 20.0 -34.0% -34.8%liMZIMISCCEITZIEIZEIMIZE/EMBIf2001 IME1131ZIMEiLUIMIMEMMEIMMEI

28.1 28.3 18.3 IMEE112WW
-16.0% -19.4% 111African American and Other babies

Infant Mortality 2001 37 36 21 -43.2% -41.7% 1.2 0.9 0.5 -56.8% -45.0% 1:11
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiin®SCI 1.1 0.9 0.5 MIMMIMEZIMNIA

-82.3% -74.3% WAfrican American and Other babies 2001 WWW -80.0% -80.0% 113W=j1i
Family

Births to mothers under 18 2001 88 74 51 -42.0% -31 1% 8.4

MIE11113MXIME3M22111ill
15.1

5.9

9.9

3.8 -54.9%

1.0 -93.2%

-35.2%

-89.6%

18

White babies ECI11.1310 -30.6% -19.0%
African American and Other babies ilailliiEll11 -93.8% -92.3%

Births to mothers under 20 2001 199 195 177 -11.1% -9.2% 19.1 15.5 13.1 -31.3% -15.2%"[11
White babies 2001 165 liii17M1321=20MUM -26.1% -14.0% 'MEI
African American and Other babies 2001 WWW -61.8% +45.8% =WIWI -58.2% -26.8% W

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 343 358 340 -0.9% -5.0% 32.9 28.4 25.1 -23.6%

MEREEMIBEMEral
-11.5% 20

MZE1 2001 MECII1EEIMIE2111MMI 32.6 28.6 25.3
African American and Other babies ECJIMEMEIMELIEIMEMEIMEEM 34.9 26.0 22.7 IMEMME233 2

Births to single mothers *** 2001 99 255 344 +247.5% +34.9% 9.5 20.2 25.4 167.9% 25.7% 1

White babies WirillillIZSCI +548.9% +65.9% 4.8 15.6 23.2 383.6% 49.1 %'1
African American and Other babies IFICInflIMBEIll -3.7% -34.2% 50.9 60.3 53.6 MEZIES116312

Children in single parent families 2000 2,407 3,072 4,813 +100.0% +56.7% 12.2 16.2 21.4 75,4% 32.1% EMI
MZE: 2000 =11113WEE1=9121 +106.6% +60.3% 9.8 13.6 18.9 MIINW3 20

African American and Other 2000 W 668 WI +81.0% +49.9% WIEMOCIWari 33.3% -3.4% Ila
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 294

........
228

,
142 -51.7%

Education-
37 7%

. ........._......,.....

28.2 19.7 11.6 -58.9% -41.1%

White males 2001 WWW -62.8% -56.1% 29.2 23.0 9.6 -67.1% -58.3% 19

White females MI 92MiEIMINIZIMEISM/i2 -60.1% -29.8% 26

African American and Other males WILIMME11311M1110110121 47.0 40.0 36.5 -22.3% -8.8% =WI
WISINE 2001 26 WWIMERIWI 44.8 32.8 20.7 -53.8% -36.9% 18

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 238 193 172 -27.7% -10.9% 22.5 17.0 13.0 -42.2% -23.5% IMEI
Willg= 2000 tEliIMM:EIMEEE21=11253=111=13111MMIMMEIIIMEZEICI
WIZZIZ= 2000 352131 *0.0% -21.6% 12.9 14.7 10.0 WIEIEZME11131MU'

MEMIIMEEIZiAfrican American and Other males 2000 1WWWIZIMEE1 31.3 22.9 18.9

African American and Other females 2000 31:31:111MIZEZIMEE:111 35.0 29.8 14.1
Grade 3 Math below standards '' 2002 326 117 240 -26.4% +105.1% 30.1 10.3 20.2 -32.9% 96.1%

White males 2002 Eza=mg351 -36.6% +162.2% 29.2 6.9 19.0 MEZIWEI 20

M2111:= 2002 liaLSII=MEI -22.0% +66.8% 27.7 10.4 18.1 INE3211M1511A
African American and Other males 2002 lifil2:31=IIIIMMEGIMSEMEEIME1 -19.8% 14.0%
African American and Other females WEEIWWW +20.0% +100.0% 48.8 26.1 35.3 -27.7% 35.2%

Grade 3 Reading below standards** 2002 220 63 176 -20.0% +179.4% 20.3 5.6 14.8 -27.1% 164.3% 2M111111=1111TEMUIIII
White females MNill fill

-26.0%IMIIII -25.6%
+264.0% 23.5 4.7 17.8 MZEOWEEZIMEME1
+163.6% 17.0 4.4 10.6 -37.6% 140.9% W

African American and Other males 2002 1,3W 8

7

WIMEMIWIirmgmlammo 18.9

17.1

16.7
15.2

28.8
14.7

INNEIW3
-14.0% -3.3%

1

1African American and Other females 2002
Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 243 313 240 -1.2% -23.3% 23.9 27.7 21.1 -11.7% -23.8% 10

White males 1998 WWWINEMW11 28.5 28.0 19.9 -30.2% -28.9% 34

White females 1998 W 105 ;IIIMMEIEZW1 15.6 21.5 18.0 15.4% -16.3% 22

African American and Other males 1998 W 30 WIMMEOW 46.0 56.6 54.0 17.4% -4.6% 13

African American and Other females 1998 W 31 20 MMECIMEMEI=MOMMIMEI 13.0% -21.7% 10

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Pickens County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present
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Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 491 249 377 -23.2% +51.4% 46.1 23 32.2 -30.2% 40.0%

White males 2002 235 102 158 -32.8% +54.9% 47.1 20.4 29.6 -37.2% 45.1%

White females 2002 186 99 145 -22.0% +46.5% 39.7 20.8 28.9 -27.2% 38.9%

African American and Other males 2002 33 25 39 +18.2% +56.0% 67.3 42.4 59.1 -12.2% 39.4%

African American and Other females 2002 36 23 35 -2.8% +52.2% 80.0 52.3 50.0 -37.5% -4.4%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 349 195 291 -16.6% +49.2% 32.6 18.0 24.9 -23.6% 38.3%

White males 2002 179 109 138 -22.9% +26.6% 35.8 21.8 25.9 -27.7% 18.8%

White females 2002 112 53 89 -20.5% +67.9% 23.7 11.1 17.8 -24.9% 60.4%

African American and Other males 2002 30 20 34 +13.3% +70.0% 61.2 33.9 51.5 -15.8% 51.9%

African American and Other females 2002 25 12 30 +20.0% +150.0% 55.6 27.3 42.9 -22.8% 57.1%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 259 199 NA -23.2% NA 25 18.6 NA -25.6%

White males 1998 NA 137 NA NA NA NA 28.1 18.9 NA -32.7%

White females 1998 NA 77 NA NA NA NA 17.3 15.0 NA -13.3%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 23 NA NA NA NA 47.9 38.2 NA -20.3%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 21 NA NA NA NA 37.5 28.1 NA -25.1%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 388 211 158 -59.3% -25.1% 35.3 23.1 18.2 -48.4% -21.2%

White males 2002 165 99 63 -61.8% -36.4% 33.1 24.6 16.6 -49.8% -32.5%

White females 2002 154 64 66 -57.1% +3.1% 31.3 15.5 15.8 -49.5% 1.9%

African American and Other males 2002 32 23 17 -46.9% -26.1% 68.1 48.9 42.5 -37.6% -13.1%

African American and Other females 2002 37 20 12 -67.6% -40.0% 61.7 43.5 42.9 -30.5% -1.4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 273 326 436 +59.7% +33.7% 23.4 27.2 35.3 51.0% 29.7%

White males 2000-02 136 165 215 +58.9% +30.9% 25.5 29.8 37.8 48.2% 26.9%

White females 2000-02 123 149 181 +47.8% +21.9% 23.8 27.9 33.5 40.5% 20.0%

African American and Other males 2000-02 4 6 22 +441.7% +261.1% 6.7 9.8 35.7 431.3% 266.1%

African American and Other females 2000-02 11 7 18 +63.6% +157.1% 18.5 13.7 28.6 54.5% 108.2%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 2,616 2,320 2,707 +3.5% +16.7% 16.3 12.5 18.5 13.3% 47.8%

White males NA 1,234 1,241 NA NA NA 15.1 13.8 NA NA NA

White females NA 1,150 871 NA NA NA 17.1 11.3 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 143 157 NA NA NA 23.0 16.1 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 89 51 NA NA NA 18.4 5.6 NA NA NA I

Economies
Poverty Rate 2000 2,161 2,298 3,075 +42.3% +33.8% 10.5 11.3 12.6 20.0% 11.5%

White children 2000 1,625 1,880 2,379 +46.4% +26.5% 8.7 10.2 10.9 25.3% 6.9%

African American and Other children 2000 536 418 696 +29.9% +66.5% 28.7 22.6 26.3 -8.3% 16.4%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 44,450 $ 48,065 $ 50,447 +13.5% +5.0% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 45,598 $ 48,582 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 30,575 $ 40,239 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 139 97 67 -51.8% -30.9% 4.3 2.8 1.8 -58.4% -35.7%

White 2001 121 82 62 -48.8% -24.4% 4.1 2.6 1.9 -53.9% -26.9%

African American and Other 2001 18 15 5 -72.2% -66.7% 6.7 4.4 1.4 -79.0% -68.2%

Delinquency 2002 108 245 224 +107.4% -8.6% 2.1 5.1 3.6 70.1% -29.9%

White males 2002 73 170 117 +60.3% -31.2% 2.9 7.2 4.0 38.2% -44.3%

White females 2002 24 54 73 +204.2% +35.2% 1.0 2.5 2.7 172.4% 9.0%

African American and Other males 2002 6 15 19 +216.7% +26.7% 2.9 9.4 5.8 98.5% -38.7%

African American and Other females 2002 5 6 15 +200.0% +150.0% 2.5 3.6 4.4 76.5% 22.5%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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In 2000 there were an estimated 77,609 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 30,699 were White, 42,899

were African-American, and 4,011 were other races. There were 68,769 children under age 18 in 1990, 71,113 in 1980,

74,854 in 1970, and 71,958 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 24.2% of the

population in 2000, down from 36.0% in 1960, 32.0% in 1970, and 26.4% in 1980.

In 2000 the 24,424 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.6% of the overall population: 6.1% of Whites and 9.0% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 5.2% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 2.2% and Asian Alone at

1.4% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 31.5% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 48.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 122 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 2.9% of

all babies born in the county; 0.8% of all White and 4.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 95.1% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 421 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 9.9% of all born in the county;

4.0% of all White and 15.0% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20. Of the

babies born to these mothers in 2001, 91.7% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged babies.

Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 508 babies, 12.0% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,

Richland County. Page 1 7 2 2



8.0% of White and 15.5% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 31.7% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 25.5% had completed 12

grades (18.0% of Whites and 31.8% of African Americans and Others) and 62.5% had more than a high school degree

(74.0% of Whites and 52.7% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 1,174

babies, 27.6% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 30.1%

and in 1960 it was 10.4%. In 2001, 9.0% of White children and 43.4% of African-American and Other children were born

to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.
Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 473 babies, 11.1% of all born in 2001, whose

fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 1,647, constituting 38.8% of all babies, 14.9% of White babies,

and 59.0% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

* AA8,0
0-- Total
1White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single

mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 2,568 marriage licenses were issued, while 1,156 divorce decrees involving 887 children

were filed. In 1970, only 726 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families.In 2000, 23,238 children

lived with only one parent. This was 34.9% of all children, up from 29.1% in 1990, 24.0% in 1980, and 16.7% in 1970. In

2000, 15.4% of White and 49.6% of African-American and Other children lived in single- parent families. Also in 2000,

6,422 or 31.9% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 10.8% of White and 49.1% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and

employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 69.9% of mothers with children under 6 and 76.4% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased

substantially from 1960 when 33.9% of rmthers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:

66.3% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 15,842 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 96.3% of these are in licensed

programs and 3.7% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 78.7% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than

12 children, 3.0% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.7% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 16.7% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 90.00 for centers and $ 76.17 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 17.5% of centers with

pre-school staff and 22.5% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying

$6-$8 per hour are 61.3% of centers with pre-school staff and 60% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers

with limited education. In 42.5% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 40% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 43.8% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare

homes, 42.9% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 5.4% have less than a high

school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 1,684 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 21.4% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

56.7% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 12.1% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 8.7% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 3,804 or 4.9% of all children lived with relatives, 1,178 or 1.5% lived with

non-relatives, 59 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 1,675 or 2.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 1,410 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect

involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 500 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 17.8% for physical abuse, 5.6% for sexual abuse, 0.6% for mental

injury, 21.6% for physical neglect, 3.3% for educational neglect, 2.5% for medical neglect, 47.1% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 1.5% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 823 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 48.2% were male, 51.8% were female; 19.0% were White, 81.0% were African-American and

Other. By age, 35.5% were ages 0 5, 39.8% were ages 6 - 12, and 24.7% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

23.2% of the children lived in two-parent families, 51.5% in single parent families, 16.2% with unmarried couples, and

9.1% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 550 children lived in foster care. The median age at first

placement in the county is 5.7 years. The ages of children in foster care were 12.9% 0-2, 12.2% 3-5, 24.0% 6-10, 17.3%

11-13, and 33.6% 14 and above. The foster care population is 47.3% males and 52.7% females. Regarding their future,

31.3% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 34.9% for return to a parent or guardian, 3.1% for placement

with a relative, 15.1% for independent living, 15.3% for permanent foster care, and 0.4% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.13 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.78 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more

adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary

for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 13,396 children and youth under the age of 18 lived in 6,157 families with incomes below

poverty, comprising 17.9% of all children and youth: 5.9% of Whites and 25.7% of African-Americans and Others. A

rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 18.3%, it was

20.1% in 1979 and 24.2% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 19.8% of children 0 5

(7.0% White, 28.8% African-American and Other), and 16.5% of children 6 17 (4.9% White, 23.9% African-American

and Other), lived in poverty; 12.0% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among

the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the

economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 38.2% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 5.3% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up

59.5% of all the county's children living in poverty.
In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty

threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.

Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 29,341 children ages 0-17 who were less

than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 15,945 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 6,285 8.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 13,396 17.9% 1,758 5.9% 11,638 25.7%

Under 125% 17,160 22.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 21,357 28.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 25,225 33.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 27,117 36.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 29,341 39.1% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 77,609 30,699 46,910

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $60,603. In 1989 it was $51,032, and 1979, it

was $45,466, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single -parent families with children was
$26,330 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $79,299 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Richland County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.4%.

Child Support Payments: There were 2,204? families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 21.8 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 253,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 6,065 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 237. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 828, or 19.5% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 1,034,

or 24.3% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 344 or 17.7% of Whites and 690 or 30.0% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 30 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001

80%7

60%-

30.0%
40%- 24.3% 17.7%

20%-

0%
Total White AA&O

Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 414 or 9.7% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 12.5% of African-American and Other babies and 6.5% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 287 or 2.2% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.1% of White babies and 3.0% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $18,723 and $116,608 for each very low
birthweight baby, compared with $2,391 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of
$13,018,922 for all low birthweight babies, of which $9,061,196 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 12.7% from

10.4 to 9.1 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 33.5% from 7.4 to 4.9 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 4.5% from 13.0 to 12.4 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period

1999-2001, 28 White and 91 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 47 White and
100 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 726



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Richland County went to the emergency room 7,155 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 14 White and 41 African-American and Other
children ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 23 White and 26 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 56.5% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 8.7%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a tim
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 3,616 to 5,423 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 33 reported cases of children under age 15 and 306 you
ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 64 youth under 15 and 605 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabt
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 13.0% first smoked by age 11, 31.1% by age 13, and 46.7% by age 15. In a typical
month, 11.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.7% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 25.0% of White male and 20.5% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 14.7% of African-American males and 12.3% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (2.0%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(7.3% compared with 0.4% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Richland County. One of 2
districts participated (District 2).
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17

are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 7,761 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications f(
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 2,359 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 1,356 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including in

Richland County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: St13% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 4,815 seriously emotionally disturbed 117 year olds with substantial functional impairment

and 8% or 3,210 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention defic it,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth

with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. if these rates are applied to the
county, there are 4,877 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 4,790 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 9,667 uninsured children in Richland County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 58 nurses, compared with 63 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Richland County has increased by 60.0% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 38.2% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$69.4 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Richland County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 29,629.

The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 333 1,748 59 140 2,280
Children 1 - 5 1,219 7,128 91 511 8,949
Children 6 - 14 1,432 11,829 101 653 14,015

Children 15 - 18 496 3,761 23 105 4,385
Total 3,480 24,466 274 1,409 29,629

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typicali

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 23.1% for Whites and 27.3% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

552 children not ready 17.8% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

186 children failing 5.7% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

364 children failing 10.8% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

441 children over-age 14.6% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
919 six and seven year olds and 965 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 14.9% and 13.7% of their age groups respectively: 13.6% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 13.8% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 17.8% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 14.6% over age in grade 3, and 13.7% of eight and nine year-

olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious

handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 1,356 speech and language impaired, 2,359 learning disabled, 521 emotionally

disabled, 979 mentally impaired, and 393 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 12.9% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

973 students did not pass all parts 34.7% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Richland County who did not meet standards declined from 56.6% to 36.5% in math and from
49.1% to 25.2% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 42.1% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 31.7% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 30.3% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 32.5% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 29.6% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 35.5% in 1990 and 34.1% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 40.3%, but in 2002 25.7% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 44.8% in 1999 and 37.0% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 19.3% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 4,880 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 1,163 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 31.8 13.1 11.4 42.6 36.5
4 29.2 9.1 9.0 40.4 34.9
5 34.7 9.8 9.5 45.8 43.0
6 35.1 10.9 11.7 49.1 41.3
7 42.4 15.1 12.5 58.1 50.1
8 40.5 17.0 12.8 55.9 50.0

Basic

3 39.4 30.1 38.6 40.0 42.9
4 34.3 25.9 23.5 36.9 39.9
5 37.2 28.7 31.8 40.0 39.7
6 35.5 29.5 27.6 36.3 40.0
7 29.7 30.8 31.1 27.9 30.6
8 38.3 36.4 45.5 34.0 39.8

Proficient

3 17.1 28.8 26.8 11.8 13.9
4 19.0 26.1 30.3 14.5 15.7
5 15.2 23.8 25.2 10.1 13.0
6 17.2 29.9 28.7 10.2 14.0
7 14.1 22.9 21.6 8.5 13.0
8 12.6 23.7 23.5 7.0 7.4

Advanced

3 11.7 28.0 23.2 5.6 6.7
4 17.6 39.0 37.2 8.3 9.6
5 13.0 37.6 33.4 4.2 4.2
6 12.3 29.7 32.1 4.4 4.7
7 13.8 31.2 34.9 5.5 6.4
8 8.6 22.9 18.1 3.0 2.8

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 29.9% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 3,495
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 1,489 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 22.0 11.1 7.1 32.7 21.6
4 22.3 9.5 6.0 36.6 20.3
5 25.9 9.4 5.9 37.9 28.6
6 31.2 12.7 8.8 48.9 31.3
7 30.5 12.5 3.6 48.8 30.4
8 33.5 14.7 7.6 51.0 38.1

Basic

3 36.4 22.3 22.7 40.8 42.8
4 43.3 34.0 26.3 47.7 50.2
5 47.5 45.9 30.2 50.0 52.5
6 33.5 28.0 21.3 32.9 40.9
7 41.5 40.0 29.0 39.1 49.6
8 37.0 34.1 30.8 36.1 42.0

Proficient

3 36.5 56.4 55.5 24.6 32.9
4 31.0 52.4 55.2 14.7 27.9
5 24.2 39.8 55.1 11.9 17.9
6 24.8 43.3 37.5 14.6 21.8
7 23.0 39.2 49.5 10.8 17.9
8 23.0 37.4 42.9 11.3 17.8

Advanced

3 5.1 10.2 14.7 1.8 2.7
4 3.4 4.1 12.4 1.0 1.6
5 2.4 4.9 8.8 0.3 1.0
6 10.6 16.0 32.4 3.6 6.1

7 5.0 8.3 18.0 1.3 2.1

8 6.5 13.9 18.7 1.6 2.1

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

1,007 students drop out annually 29.1% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 24.3% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 26.4% during 1985-89, and 29.5%
during 1990-94, 29.6% during 1995-97 and 33.7% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 96.2% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
3.8% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

***
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 73 3



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 67 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 443
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 9.1% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 22.0% to 42.4%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.1% 18.8% 25.9% 35.2% 56.0% 20.7%
Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.1% 14.2% 20.4% 19.8% 46.3% 16.1%
Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.9% 17.7% 26.5% 36.8% 62.2% 20.2%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

17.1% 19.7% 2.5% 4.7% 12.9% 18.8% 5.5% 6.5% 9.4% 12.3% 11.3%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

4.8% 6.2% 0.5% 0.9% 7.3% 12.7% 1.7% 3.7% 3.6% 5.9% 5.1%

Been in a fight with
someone? 39.7% 30.1% 15.5% 11.3% 46.8% 35.2% 31.4% 23.0% 33.4% 25.1% 28.1%
Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 1.6% 1.7% 5.1% 5.9% 3.9% 3.9% 16.8% 24.3% 7.0% 9.4% 8.5%
Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.6% 3.7% 4.3% 4.9% 11.3% 7.6% 9.3% 10.2% 8.2% 6.8% 7.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

39.9% 39.4% 19.7% 22.8% 46.6% 45.4% 34.7% 35.8% 35.3% 36.0% 35.8%

Been suspended
from school? 7.1% 11.4% 2.3% 4.5% 17.0% 21.6% 8.8% 12.9% 8.9% 12.8% 11.4%
Stolen anything
worth > $5? 14.6% 19.6% 6.8% 10.0% 14.8% 18.7% 9.1% 12.4% 11.3% 15.1% 13.7%
Had an accident
while driving? NA 12.3% NA 14.8% NA 7.5% NA 9.4% NA 10.9% NA
Been arrested and
booked? 3.4% 4.1% 0.7% 1.9% 4.6% 8.2% 1.4% 4.5% 2.5% 4.8% 3.9%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 16.3% 19.7% 26.6% 15.2% 13.7% 21.3% 26.5% 17.8% 20.9% 19.8%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

7.8% 10.0% 9.2% 13.8% 6.4% 6.3% 8.7% 9.1% 8.0% 9.7% 9.1%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely_ " or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 35.5% middle school, 48.6% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 20.3% middle school, 19.9% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 23.7% middle school, 29.8% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 34.0% middle school, 69.1% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 19.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 35.2% had used it in the past month, compared with
24.1% of African-American males; likewise, 37.4% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 31.7%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 15.4% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.4% by age 13, and 60.7% by age 15.

During the previous year, 18.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 27.9% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.6% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 49.3% of eighth
graders and 78.8% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 76.2% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 51.2% of eighth graders and 52.9% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 5.5% of 7th and gh graders and 16.0% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.1% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 5.9% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 16.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.6% 5 or me
Among seniors, 23.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 11.4% 5 or more; however 22.0% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 8.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.2% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille,
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 22.8% of White males, 14.8% WI
females, 16.6% of African-American males, and 12.1% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 4.6% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 13.8% had used a drug by age 13, and 33.9% by ;
15.

In the past year, 10.6% of all high school students in the county who drive and 18.5% of seniors who drive said
that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 23.7% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 9.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 71.1% of seniors said
it is easy to get marijuana and 30.3% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Richland County. One of 2
districts participated (District 2).
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 306 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 268 in 2000 and 214 in 2001. This represented 2.1% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 1.1% for
Whites and 2.9% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 55.6% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Richland County has decreased by 67.(
Overall, it has decreased by 66.7% for Whites, and decreased by 67.4% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 917 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 11.0% were age 12 or younger, 26.0% were 13 or 14, and 63.0% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 11.5% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 76 juvenile cases constituting 5.8% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 27.2% lived in families with income under $10,000,
40.8% with $10,000-$19,999 and 32.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 18.7% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 56.7% lived in a single parent household, 20.3% lived with other relatives, and 4.3% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
26.7% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 52.5% had at least one prior
referral and 18.5% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 2.7% had been referred by the age of 10, 7.8% by the age of 12, and 23.3% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 570 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 3.4% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 320 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 -17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employe& During 2000, 1,903 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 8.2% of their age group: 5.4% for White and
10.4% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 72 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 13 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 14 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 3 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Richland County. The 34.9%
of children in single-parent families, 17.9% in poverty, 33.7% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.2% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
90.1% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 61.2% are born to married parents, and 65.1% lived in
two-parent families; 82.1% were not poor and 60.9% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 90.3% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 82.2% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 59.5% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 66.5% for 8th grade reading, 65.3% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 66.3% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.8% do not use drugs, and 79.3% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 41.6% of
3rd graders and 29.5% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 28.8% of 3th graders and
21.2% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from he bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. scki ds co un t. org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(alogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Richland County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90-pres

199

Gtf la
Low Birth Weight 2001 395 492 414 +4.8% -15.9% 9.8 10.3 9.7 -1.0% -5.7% 36

White babies 2001 100 145 127 +27.0% -12.4% 5.1 6.7 6.5 27.5% -2.4% 11

African American and Other babies 2001 295 347 287 -2.7% -17.3% 14.2 13.3 12.5 -11.8% -6.2% 40

,Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 1,283 2,102 1,034 +19.4% -50.8% 31.8 43.9 24.3 -23.6% -44.7% 10

White babies 2001 400 599 344 -14.0% -42.6% 20.5 27.5 17.7 -13.7% -35.7% 9

African American and Other babies 2001 883 1,503 690 -21.9% -54.1% 42.4 57.7 30.0 -29.2% -48.0% 6

Infant Mortality 2001 186 147 119 -36.0% -19.0% 1.5 1.0 0.9 -40.6% -12.7% 17

White babies 2001 53 47 28 -47.2% -40.4% 0.9 0.7 0.5 -46.9% -33.5% 9

African American and Other babies 2001 133 100 91 -31.6% -9.0% 2.1 1.3 1.2 -40.6% -4.5% 16

2001 265 264 122 -54.0% -53.8%

fealt
6.6 5.5 2.9 -55.9% -47.5% 5

Births to mothers under 18
White babies 2001 52 41 16 -69.2% -61.0% 2.7 1.9 0.8 -70.0% -57.5% 5

African American and Other babies 2001 213 223 106 -50.2% -52.5% 10.2 8.6 4,6 -54.9% -46.1% 8

Births to mothers under 20 2001 625 701 421 -32.6% -39.9% 15.5 14.7 9.9 -36.1% -32.5% 2

White babies 2001 171 132 77 -55.0% +41.7% 8.8 6.1 4.0 -54.4% -34.0% 1

African American and Other babies 2001 454 569 344 -24.2% +39.5% 21.8 21.8 15.0 -31.3% -31.5% 7

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 777 795 508 -34.6% -36.1% 19.3 16.6 12.0 -37.7% -27.8% 1

White babies 2001 239 190 155 -35.1% -18.4% 12.3 8.7 8.0 -34.8% -8.3% 1

African American and Other babies 2001 538 605 353 -34.4% -41.7% 25.8 23.2 15.4 -40.5% -33.9% 45

Births to single mothers-- 2001 995 1,685 1,647 +65.5% -2.3% 24.7 35.2 38.8 57.2% 10.1% 22

White babies 2001 128 223 290 +126.6% +30.0% 6.6 10.2 14.9 126.8% 45.5% 24

African American and Other babies 2001 867 1,462 1,357 +56.5% -7.2% 41.6 56.1 59.0 41.9% 5.2% 8

Children in single parent families 2000 15,127 17,102 23,238 +53.6% +35.9% 24.0 29.1 34.9 45.6% 20.0% 41

White 2000 4,462 4,096 4,381 -1.8% +7.0% 13.1 14.4 15.4 17.4% 6.8% 45

African American and Other 2000 10,518 12,766 18,857 +79.3% +47.7% 35.1 42.9 49.6 41.3% 15.6% 45

- ,

2001 -52.9%
_....:........ka

tion
38.6 28.8 17.8 -53.87. -38.2%[Not Ready for Grade 1 1,171 1,026 552 -46.2% 26

White males 2001 138 106 35 -74.6% -67.0% 22.8 15.4 8.9 -61.0% -42.2% 7

White females 2001 97 76 29 -70.1% -61.8% 18.9 12.9 6.8 -64.0% -47.3% 17

African American and Other males 2001 542 489 290 -46.5% -40.7% 54.3 41.5 24.5 -54.9% -41.0% 25

African American and Other females 2001 393 355 196 -50.1% -44.8% 42.8 32.1 17.9 -58.2% -44.2% 15

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 376 540 431 +14.6% -20.2% 12.6 15.9 12.5 -0.8% -21.4% 9

White males 2000 73 54 30 -58.9% -44.4% 12.6 8.4 6.0 -52.4% -28.6% 7

White females 2000 26 46 7 -73.1% -84,8% 5.0 7.9 1.5 -70.0% -81.0% 7

African American and Other males 2000 176 287 230 +30.7% -19.9% 18.5 25.3 18.8 1.6% -25.7% 8

African American and Other females 2000 98 153 163 +66.3% +6.5% 10.7 14.5 13.6 27.1% -6.2% 7

Grade 3 Math below standards**** 2002 1,267 707 1,009 -20.4% +42.7% 43.4 22.6 31.8 -26.7% 40.7% 26

White males 2002 139 53 62 -55.4% +17.0% 24.7 9.7 13.1 -47.0% 35.1% 8

White females 2002 139 65 48 -65.5% -26.2% 25.2 11.7 11.4 -54.8% -2.6% 15

African American and Other males 2002 509 298 471 -7.5% +58.1% 59.4 30.1 42.6 -28.3% 41.5% 23

African American and Other females 2002 475 288 428 -9.9% +48.6% 50.8 28.1 36.5 -28.1% 29.9% 23

Grade 3 Reading below standards-- 2002 1,100 448 695 -36.8% +55.1% 37.7 14.4 22.0 -41.6% 52.8% 24

White males 2002 130 40 52 -60.0% +30.0% 23.0 7.4 11.1 -51.7% 50.0% 9

White females 2002 102 30 30 -70.6% +0.0% 18.6 5.4 7.1 -61.8% 31.5% 24

African American and Other males 2002 484 230 360 -25.6% +56.5% 56.4 23.4 32.7 -42.0% 39.7% 21

African American and Other females 2002 382 146 253 -33.8% +73.3% 40.9 14.3 21.6 -47.2% 51.0% 24

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 902 959 765 -15.2% -20.2% 30.3 32.5 24.2 -20.1% -25.5% 20

White males 1998 107 104 47 -56.1% -54.8% 19.2 19.0 9.3 -51.6% -5/.1% 10

White females 1998 67 58 34 -49.3% -41.4% 12.0 10.4 6.5 -45.8% -37.5% 15

African American and Other males 1998 408 415 357 -12.5% -14.0% 44.1 47.1 37.3 -15.4% -20.8% 11

African American and Other females 1998 311 377 321 +3.2% -14.9% 34.2 39.5 29.1 -14.9% -26.3% 18

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
**1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Richland County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education ((continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pros
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards 2002 1,590 1,048 1,278 -19.6% +21.9% 56.6 36.5 40.5 -28.4% 11.0%

White males 2002 184 91 87 -52.7% -4.4% 31.0 17.4 17.0 -45 2% -2.3%

White females 2002 180 82 66 -63.3% -19.5% 31.9 15.6 12.8 -59.9% -17.9%

African American and Other males 2002 592 454 575 -2.9% +26.7% 75.1 50.7 55.9 -25.6% 10.3%

African American and Other females 2002 624 416 550 -11.9% +32.2% 73.9 45.5 50.0 -32.3% 9.9%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards 2002 1,385 721 1,056 -23.8% +46.5% 49.1 25.2 33.5 -31.8% 32.9%

White males 2002 188 86 75 -60.1% -12.8% 31.6 16.5 14.7 -53.5% -10.9%

White females 2002 125 48 39 -68.8% -18.8% 22.0 9.1 7.6 -65.5% -16.5%

African American and Other males 2002 549 316 522 -4.9% +65.2% 69.2 35.5 51.0 -26.3% 43.7%

African American and Other females 2002 515 268 420 -18.4% +56.7% 61.2 29.2 38.1 -37.7% 30.5%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 1,111 1,157 NA +4.1% NA 35.5 32.2 NA -9.3%

White males 1998 NA 112 NA NA NA NA 19.7 9.6 NA -51.3%

White females 1998 NA 69 NA NA NA

African American and Other males 1998 NA 556 NA NA NA

African American and Other females 1998 NA 369 NA NA NA NA 38.2 37.9 NA -0.8%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem t

2002 1,379 743 973 -29.4% +31.0% 45.9 29.8 34.7 -24.4% 16.4%

White males 2002 167 77 68 -59.3% -11.7% 25.9 15.8 14.4 -44.4% -8.9%

White females 2002 125 49 49 -60.8% +0.0% 20.2 9.7 10.7 -47.0% 10.3%

African American and Other males 2002 515 311 409 -20.6% +31.5% 65.4 45.5 46.6 -28.7% 2.4%

African American and Other females 2002 560 303 433 -22.7% +42.9% 59.8 37.6 44.5 -25.6% 18.4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th .rade 4 ears late

2000-02 694 883 1,007 +45.1% +14.1% 21.5 25.9 29.1 35.4% 12.3%

White males 2000-02 175 164 126 -27.8% -23.2% 24.5 25.5 23.5 -4.1% -8 1%

White females 2000-02 120 102 83 -30.8% -18.2% 18.7 17.1 16.0 -14.2% -6.1%

African American and Other males 2000-02 240 392 500 +108.3% +27.6% 24.9 35.3 40.0 60.5% 13.1%

African American and Other females 2000-02 160 226 298 +87.0% +32.3% 17.5 21.3 25.8 47.8% 21.5%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
'18-24

2000 10,869 6,336 4,490 -58.7% -29.1% 19.9 15.0 9.1 -54.1% -39.1%

White males NA 3,306 1,370 NA NA NA 19.9 11.3 NA NA NA

White females NA 1,625 959 NA NA NA 10.4 8.1 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 4,041 2,394 NA NA NA 36.1 28.8 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 1,897 1 613 NA NA NA 171 16.4 NA NA NA

- les
1Poverty Rate 2000 13,698 12,278 J,J9b -2.2% +9.1% 20.1 18.3 17.9 -10.9% -2.2%

White children 2000 2,834 /, 746 1,758 -38.0% +0.7% 8.4 5.8 5.9 -29.8% 1.7%

African American and Other children 2000 10,669 10,532 11,638 +9.1% +10.5% 31.5 28.5 25.7 -18.5% -9.9%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 45,466 $ 51,032 $ 60,603 +33.3% +18.8% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 54,783 $ 65,927 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 33,314 $ 35,856 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent [as Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 496 462 214 -56.9% -53.7% 4.6 5.0 2.1 -54.1% - 58.0%

White 2001 156 97 49 -68.6% -49.5% 2.7 2.2 1.1 - 58.5% - 50.0%

African American and Other 2001 340 364 165 -51.5% -54.7% 6.9 7.6 2.9 -57.8% 61.8%

Delinquency 2002 342 581 570 +66.7% -1.9% 2.0 4.3 3.4 70.0% -20.9%

White males 2002 92 96 81 -12.0% -15.6% 1.9 2.7 2.1 12.5% -20.8%

White females 2002 26 49 52 +100.0% +6 1% 0.6 1.8 1.5 144.8% -18.4%

African American and Other males 2002 175 344 319 +82.3% -7.3% 4.3 9.3 6.6 53.0% -29.3%

African American and Other females 2002 49 92 118 +140.8% +28.3% 1.3 2.7 2.6 98.2% -4.6%

1'

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**13SAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 4,780 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 2,738 were White, 1,778
were African-American, and 264 were other races. There were 4,325 children under age 18 in 1990, 4,957 in 1980,
5,497 in 1970, and 6,026 in 1960.

Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 24.9% of the
population in 2000, down from 41.4% in 1960, 37.8% in 1970, and 30.7% in 1980.

In 2000 the 1,484 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.7% of the overall population: 6.7% of Whites and 9.1% of
African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

White
57.3%

AA&O*
42.7%

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 5.5% of children in the county, with "some other race alone"at 3.8% and 'two or
more races" at 1.4% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 31.8% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 46.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 6 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 2.2% of
all babies born in the county; 2.3% of all White and 2.1% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 66.7% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 32 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 12.0% of all born in the
county; 9.8% of all White and 16.0% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20.
Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 75.0% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.

740
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 71 babies, 27.6% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
30.7% of White and 22.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the
12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 44.9% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 40.9% had completed 12
grades (32.5% of Whites and 55.3% of African Americans and Others) and 31.5% had more than a high school degree
(36.8% of Whites and 22.3% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 94
babies, 35.2% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 31.3%
and in 1960 it was 14.8%. In 2001, 24.3% of White children and 55.3% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 31 babies, 11.6% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are
added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 125, constituting 46.8% of all babies, 32.4% of White babies,
and 73.4% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA8,0
0 Total

AWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 96 marriage licenses were issued, while 44 divorce decrees involving 43 children
were filed. In 1970, only 27 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 1,178 children
lived with only one parent. This was 29.3% of all children, up from 22.3% in 1990, 15.3% in 1980, and 12.4% in 1970. In
2000, 15.6% of White and 51.4% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,
372 or 25.7% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 11.8% of White and 50.1% of African American and
Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
60%
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30%

20%

10%

1970 1980 1990 2000

A AA&O
oil Total

AWhite
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In
2000, 66.1% of mothers with children under 6 and 75.1% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 50.0% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
61.8% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for
parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 544 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 96.7% of these are in licensed
programs and 3.3% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 92.3% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 3.3% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 4.4% are in licensed
group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.0% are in registered or licensed church programs.

The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average
weekly charge is $ 64.00 for centers and $ 66.67 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 33.3% of centers with
pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-
$8 per hour are 66.7% of centers with pre-school staff and 100% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 100% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 100% of centers most assistants have only a high
school degree. In 66.7% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare
homes, 50% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 0% have less than a high school
degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 128 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 32.5% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,
61.7% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 20.1% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 9.6% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 344 or 7.2% of all children lived with relatives, 104 or 2.2% lived with
non-relatives, 12 or 0.3% were householders or spouses, and 1 or 0.0% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 64 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 27 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 25.0% for physical abuse, 4.2% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental
injury, 37.5% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 4.2% for medical neglect, 29.2% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 46 children who were victims of abuse
or neglect. Of these, 43.5% were male, 56.5% were female; 56.5% were White, 43.5% were African-American and
Other. By age, 37.0% were ages 0 5, 56.5% were ages 6 - 12, and 6.5% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
50.0% of the children lived in two-parent families, 37.0% in single parent families, 10.9% with unmarried couples, and
2.2% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 19 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 6.9 years. The ages of children in foster care were 5.3% 0-2, 0.0% 3-5, 10.5% 6-10, 26.3% 11-
13, and 57.9% 14 and above. The foster care population is 47.4% males and 52.6% females. Regarding their future,
26.3% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 15.8% for return to a parent or guardian, 5.3% for placement
with a relative, 36.8% for independent living, 15.8% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.01 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.42 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.

74 2



ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,038 children and youth under the age of 18 lived in 480 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 21.9% of all children and youth: 10.5% of Whites and 36.6% of African- Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 25.4%, it was
27.3% in 1979 and 26.8% in 1969.

Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 25.5% of children 0 5

(15.2% White, 38.8% African-American and Other), and 19.9% of children 6 17 (7.8% White, 35.7% African American
and Other), lived in poverty; 16.3% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 39.4% of children in single -parent families lived in
poverty, but only 11.6% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up
73.8% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 2,149 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 1,111 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 469 9.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 1,038 21.9% 282 10.5% 756 36.6%

Under 125% 1,285 27.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 1,641 34.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 1,871 39.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 1,977 41.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 200°A) 2,149 45.3% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 4,780 2,738 2,042
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will e posted on our website a
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $46,017. In 1989 it was $40,367, and 1979, it
was $36,452, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$21,734 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $56,066 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Saluda County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 0.8%.

Child Support Payments: There were 116' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year
2002, but only 37.9 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 322,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 300 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 211. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy
babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 59, or 22.1% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 86, or
32.2% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 56 or 32.4% of Whites and 30 or 31.9% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 3 women received no prenatal care at all.
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Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are
associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 23 or 8.6% of all babies in the county were
born with low birthweight: 18.1% of African-American and Other babies and 3.5% of White babies. During 1999-2001,
approximately 17 or 2.2% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:
0.8% of White babies and 4.8% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low
birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $13,503 and $88,947 for each very low birthweight baby, compared
with $1,866 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $377,607 for all low birthweight
babies, of which $261,244 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 39.9% from
14.9 to 9.0 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 100.0% from 10.2 to 0.0 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate increased 26.7% from 20.5 to 25.9 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 0 White and 7 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 4 White and
7 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 744



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Saluda County went to the emergency room 198 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 1 White and 1 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, White and African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 49.9% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 8.1%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2301. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various
STDs.

According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves
year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th
an estimated 198 to 296 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identith
for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 1 reported cases of children under age 15 and 14 youth ages lf
19 infected with gonorrhea; 2 youth under 15 and 14 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera
activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. 745



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 478 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,
- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 138 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 113 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 2 in

Saluda County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 295 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 196 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 357 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 261 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 618 uninsured children in Saluda County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 3 nurses, compared with 2 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Saluda County has increased by 74.2% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 44.4% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$5.0 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Saluda County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 2,120. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 43 91 32 36 202
Children 1 - 5 195 322 88 30 635
Children 6 - 14 289 615 30 25 959
Children 15 - 18 94 219 7 4 324

Total 621 1,247 157 95 2,120

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(
access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 32.1% for Whites and 23.5% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

36 children not ready 21.4% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

8 children failing 4.4% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

12 children failing 6.7% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
94 six and seven year olds and 49 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 27.2% and 14.1% of their age groups respectively: 10.9% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 17.3% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 21.4% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 13.6% over age in grade 3, and 14.1% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 113 speech and language impaired, 138 learning disabled, 19 emotionally

disabled, 75 mentally impaired, and 12 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 17.1% of all students in grades 1 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

55 students did not pass all parts 42.0% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Saluda County who did not meet standards declined from 55.6% to 29.2% in math and from
45.6% to 23.8% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 44.2% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 42.8% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 30% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 33.5% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 34.6% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 36.8% in 1990 and 46.7% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade
PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 44.2%, but in 2002 43.3% of 4" graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 44.2% in 1999 and 42.1% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 18.8% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 252 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 58 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 46.3 30.2 32.4 69.7 58.8
4 47.8 22.0 36.4 67.5 68.0
5 41.1 22.6 25.7 52.3 54.2
6 43.2 37.8 25.6 58.5 50.0
7 35.6 34.4 18.2 41.9 57.1

8 45.9 30.0 23.1 81.5 60.0

Basic

3 36.1 44.2 37.8 18.2 41.2
4 33.2 50.0 27.3 30.0 24.0
5 45.6 41.9 62.9 38.6 41.7
6 42.6 35.1 48.7 39.0 47.4
7 35.6 28.1 40.9 48.4 21.4
8 42.9 48.0 65.4 18.5 36.7

Proficient

3 12.2 20.9 16.2 9.1 0.0
4 14.7 20.0 29.5 2.5 6.0
5 10.8 25.8 11.4 9.1 2.1

6 8.4 18.9 10.3 2.4 2.6
7 20.0 25.0 22.7 9.7 21.4
8 7.5 12.0 11.5 0.0 3.3

Advanced

3 5.4 4.7 13.5 3.0 0.0
4 4.3 8.0 6.8 0.0 2.0
5 2.5 9.7 0.0 0.0 2.1

6 5.8 8.1 15.4 0.0 0.0
7 8.9 12.5 18.2 0.0 0.0

8 3.8 10.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 17.3% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 203
students below basic in grades 3 8 but there would have been an additional 43 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 36.1 23.3 21.6 54.5 50.0
4 38.7 24.5 18.2 66.7 49.0
5 43.2 26.7 25.7 62.8 48.9
6 37.2 29.7 23.1 63.4 30.8
7 23.7 21.9 4.5 38.7 39.3
8 38.3 32.0 11.5 63.0 50.0

Basic

3 34.0 37.2 27.0 27.3 44.1
4 39.8 49.0 36.4 28.2 42.9
5 45.8 50.0 51.4 34.9 48.9
6 35.3 40.5 23.1 22.0 56.4
7 42.2 31.3 38.6 51.6 50.0
8 42.1 42.0 50.0 33.3 43.3

Proficient

3 28.6 39.5 48.6 15.2 5.9
4 21.0 26.5 43.2 5.1 8.2
5 11.0 23.3 22.9 2.3 2.1

6 23.7 27.0 41.0 14.6 12.8
7 31.9 46.9 50.0 9.7 10.7
8 13.5 14.0 30.8 3.7 6.7

Advanced

3 1.4 0.0 2.7 3.0 0.0
4 0.6 0.0 2.3 0.0 0.0
5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
6 3.8 2.7 12.8 0.0 0.0
7 2.2 0.0 6.8 0.0 0.0
8 6.0 12.0 7.7 0.0 0.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

65 students drop out annually 38.5% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 51.5% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 31.6% during 1985-89, and 30.1%
during 1990-94, 28.7% during 1995-97 and 33.3% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 90.8% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
9.2% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

***
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.
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Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 0 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 29
GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 25.9% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 23.7% to 50.0%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with
peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1% 25.1% 34.1% 53.0% 20.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;
-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.

During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth
graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 1h and gh graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
13.7% of all state students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or me
Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs : * In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using Hie:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI
females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is

easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-
taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Saluda County data, for 1992-93, is available on the Kids
Count website at www.sckidscount.org.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their
lifetimes.

Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 21 girls between the ages of 14 and 17
became pregnant in 1999, 28 in 2000 and 7 in 2001. This represented 1.3% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 1.3% for
Whites and 1.4% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 71.4% resulted in live births,
with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.

Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v
devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Saluda County has decreased by 71.(
Overall, it has decreased by 69.0% for Whites, and decreased by 72.5% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 73 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 17.8% were age 12 or younger, 26.0% were 13 or 14, and 56.2% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 10.0% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 22 juvenile cases constituting 22.0% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 16.7% lived in families with income under $10,000,
38.9% with $10,000-$19,999 and 44.4% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 26.7% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 40.0% lived in a single parent household, 26.7% lived with other relatives, and 6.7% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
62.2% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 52.1% had at least one prior
referral and 21.9% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 1.5% had been referred by the age of 10, 13.2% by the age of 12, and 25.0% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 41 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 4.8% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.

Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 9 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 -17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 165 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 14.9% of their age group: 12.7% for White
and 16.8% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 6 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the major
cause, resulting in 4 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 1 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-year
period, and 0 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Saluda County. The 29.3% of
children in single -parent families, 21.9% in poverty, 33.3% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school students
using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,
88.0% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 53.2% are born to married parents, and 70.7% lived in
two-parent families; 78.1% were not poor and 54.7% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.4% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 78.6% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 54.1% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 61.7% for 8th grade reading, 58.0% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 66.7% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 30.0% of
3rd graders and 19.5% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 17.6% of graders and
11.3% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents
an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,
and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such
assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscountorg.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count
report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesQoac.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Saluda County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent

Year
1980* 1990*

Most
Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80 -pies

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90-pres

1991

Gbalt
Low Birth Weight 2001 16 17 23 +43.8% +35.3% 6.5 7.3 8.6 32.8% 17.9 %'i 4

White babies ErrIZMINILI 2 6 +50.0% +200.0% 1111MIZINEECEIMINEM
African American and Other babies LIIMM=E11=EEIIMMINIZEIRINIMEEZIMIEZI 13.3 18.1 92.9% NEEMSTa

- 36.4%Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 E 126 118 86 +31.7% 27 1% 51.0 50.6 32.2 -36.9%

White babies WEIMEINIEEMMII=MINEE3MEITEMINEXIME/IIIIMEHOWEZINNEIMM
2001 94

2001 11

85 30
11 7

-68.1%
-36.4%

116212MINEJIMIliIIMENZ
36.4% 1.4 1.5 0.9 -37.5% -39 9%'

African American and Other babies
Infant Mortality

White babies IECUR11 4 - -100.0% -100 0% IMENI 1.0 0.0 -100.0% 100.0 %a

African American and Other babies Ergan=iiEllEIMIIIIIMICEMINKIO 2.0 2.6 45.6% 26.7 %' 8

Fa ily
Births to mothers under 18 2001 19 15 6 -68.4% -60.0% MEN 6.4 2.2 -71.4% -65 8% 111=E1

MZEZEMIICIIMMEIMI=EINIEES3 300 0% IMEla 0.8 2.3 -8.8% MEITEMMEI
African American and Other babies NEZEMIMMErERMINIZINK2121MEEEI 12.4 2.1 -83.0% 1113331MWEI

Births to mothers under 20 2001 48 47 32 -33.3% -31.9% 19.4 20.2 12.0 -38.3% -40.5 % impii
MEZZI3M21157;f1MIMEIWERIMMILIMINEE13=7EICIME2/21 30.8 %' 7

African American and Other babies IEZINEIMMEEMMEEIMEMIZZEIMMEM 26.5 16.0 -38.1%

-12.4%

INEXaM110
11:1111Births to mothers with less than a high school

education
2001 75 51 71 -5.3% +39.2% 30.4 21.9 26.6

White babies 2001 17 50 +100,0% +194.1% 21.0 14.2 28.9 37.6% r
American and Other babies 2001 34 21 -58.0% EXEMMEll 30.1 22.3 -42.8% - 25.8 %'

Births to single mothers**** 2001 65 76 125 +92.3% +64.5% 26.3 32.6 46.8 77 8% MEE 26

White babies 2001 s 6 12 56 +833.3% +366.7 %' 5.0 10.0 32.4 542.6% 224.0%!, 12

African American and Other babies WIEIMMI 64 69 +16.9% 1173211=13EIMEM=EZIE2121 29.6% 20

Children in single parent families 2000 690 809 1,178 +70.7% +45 6% min
1111021111MMIMS1121123311

22.3 29.3 91.2% 31 2% NM

Iffrgail=i2000 185 242 387 +109.2%
African American and Other 2000 i 500 ZI;.11113 +58.2% +40.0% 26.4 40.1 51.4 94.7%

Ed cation
'lot Ready for Grade 1 2001 68 60 36 -47.1% -40.0% 36.2 29.0 21.4 -40.9% -26.2% 20

White males 1331111 8 9 -25.0% +12.5% MEM 13.1 18.0 -34.1% 37.4%

White females 2001 6 5 5 -16.7% +0.0% MinEWIMMEEEI
MIMEIMEIMIEEMEIMINIKIESMEM

-6.2% 33.3% 8

African American and Other males 2001 12 -671% -58.8%
African American and Other females 2001 22 18 MMINCENMEnIMERMIUMINEFE3W1

Repeating Grades 1 -3 2000 29 88 6 -79.3% -93.2% NEB 42.9 3.1 -82.1% - 92.8 %' 22

White males 2000 IMEIMErl 2 -75.0% -90.0% SIKVIIMERMIEU -73.7% - 86.7 %i 25

White females 2000 II=MMI -100.0% -100.0% NM 12.8 0.0 -100.0% -100.0% MENI3
African American and Other males 2000 11=15111=21 3 -50.0% -93.6% MUD 81.9 6.3 EIEHEMENZMIIM
African American and Other females 2000 11=EMEIMEIMMIMEDIENEBEIIINECIE1=11IEEI -92.9% - 94.6 %®

Grade 3 Math below standards 2002 58 45 68 +17.2% +51.1% 38.7 22.7 46.3 19.6% 104.0 %i 17

White males WIEMEI=EMEMI 13 -18.8% +116.7% gisEgrimemErE -7.4% 91.1% 30

White females KM 7 11 12 +71.4% +9.1% MOB 19.3 32.4 85.1% 67.9 %_
African American and Other males ETZEIUMBIEI 23 +0.0% +91.7% Mlin 23.5 69.7 -6.1% 196.6 %i 46

African American and Other females 2002 EMIEEIMMI 20 +66.7% +25.0% OM 30.8 58.8 47.0% 90.9% =Eli
175.6% EMI
26.6 %'®Grade 3 Reading below standards** 2002 55 26 53 -3.6% +103.8% 36.7 13.1 36.1 -1.6%

White males WIZZENNIEEIMMICEJIMBIEffriga -32.9%

White females 2002 4 5 8 +100.0% +60.0% 10.0 8.8 21.6 116.0% 145.5% 3

African American and Other males 2002 22 9 18 -18.2% +100.0% Min 17.7 54.5 -23.2% 207.9%

African American and Other females 2002 12 5 r .'. 1 r 9.6 50.0 25.0% 420.8% 22

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 54 58 51 -5.6% -12.1% 30.0 33.5 38.1 27.0% 13.7% 18

1998 19 10 15 -21.1% +50.0% INF lari 25.0 27.8 -22.3% 11.2% 42

1998 4 10 5 +25.0% -50.0% WM 19.6 16.1 109.1% -17.9% 4

African American and Other males 1998 22 20 15 -31.8% -25.0% MIZI 51.3 68.8 18.8% 34.1% 37

African American and Other females 1998 8 18 16 +100.0% -11.1% wog 41.9 56.5 111.6% 34.8% 5

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.
*" Data include paternity acknowledgements.
****BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Saluda County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued
Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Yea

1980* 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 94 54 61 -35.1% +13.0% 55.6 29.2 45.9 -17.4% 57.2%

White males 2002 f 13 17 15 +15.4% -11.8% 31.7 26.6 30.0 -5.4% 12.8%

White females 2002 21 7 6 -71.4% -14.3% 35.6 14.9 23.1 -35.1% 55.0%

African American and Other males 2002 30 14 22 -26.7% +57.1% 85.7 42.4 81.5 -4.9% 92.2%

African American and Other females 2002 29 16 18 -37.9% +12.5% 87.9 39.0 60.0 -31.7% 53.8%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 77 44 51 -33.8% +15.9% 45.6 23.8 38.3 -16.0% 60.9%

White males 2002 r 15 10 16 +6.7% +60.0% 36.6 15.6 32.0 -12.6% 105.1%

White females 2002 12 5 3 -75.0% -40.0% 20.3 10.6 11.5 -43.3% 8.5%

African American and Other males 2002 27 16 17 -37.0% +6.3% 77.1 48.5 63.0 -18.3% 29.9%

African American and Other females 2002 22 13 15 -31.8% +15.4% 66.7 31.7 50.0 -25.0% 57.7%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 57 77 NA +35.1% NA 36.8 43.8 NA 19.0%

White males 1998 NA 9 NA NA NA NA 27.3 31.5 NA 15.4%

White females 1998 NA 7 NA NA NA NA 14 14.0 NA 0.0%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 18 NA NA NA NA 62.1 69.2 NA 11.4%

African American and Other females 1998 f NA 22 NA NA NA NA 52.4 67.5 NA 28.8%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 55 40 55 +0.0% +37.5% 37.4 37.0 42.0 12.3% 13.5%

White males 2002 21 3 7 -66.7% +133.3% 42.0 10.3 18.9 -55.0% 83.5%

White females 2002 6 10 9 +50.0% -10.0% 13.6 29.4 21.4 57.4% -27.2%

African American and Other males 2002 15 13 21 +40.0% +61.5% 46.9 68.4 75.0 59.9% 9.6%

African American and Other females 2002 12 14 18 +50.0% +28.6% 60.0 53.8 75.0 25.0% 39.4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 53 60 65 +24.4% +9.8% 28.2 30.0 38.5 36.5% 28.5%

White males 2000-02 17 16 22 +33.3% +37.5% 27.5 25.4 38.4 39.5% 51.1%

White females 2000-02 11 7 12 +17.5% +76.2% 21.4 15.2 28.9 34.9% 90.0%

African American and Other males 2000-02 13 21 21 +64.1% +1.6% 30.2 43.3 56.1 85.7% 29.7%

African American and Other females 2000-02 13 16 10 -22.7% -37.6% 36.2 37.8 30.5 -15.7% -19.3%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 655 572 636 -2.9% +11.2% 36.5 36.7 25.9 -29.1% -29.4%

White males NA 238 136 NA NA NA 43.3 31.9 NA NA NA

White females NA 134 97 NA NA NA 28.8 21.0 NA NA NA

r African American and Other males NA 128 148 NA NA NA 36.6 47.0 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 155 191 NA NA NA 36.3 53.7 NA NA NA

-eon° Ltes
Poverty Rate 2000 1,361 1,052 1,038 -23.7% -1.3% 27.3 25.4 21.9 -19.8% -13.8%

White children 2000 409 244 282 -31.1% +15.6% 14.9 10.3 10.5 -29.5% 1.9%

African American and Other children 2000 952 808 756 -20.6% -6.4% 42.3 45.9 36.6 -13.4% -20.2%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 36,452 $ 40,367 $ 46,017 +26.2% +14.0% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 40,440 $ 48,506 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 29,518 $ 25,498 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adol -scent GleC3. Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 28 21 7 -75.0% -66.7% 4.6 4.5 1.3 -71.7% -71.1%

White 2001 7 5 4 -42.9% -20.0% 2.1 1.9 1.3 -38.7% -31.6%

African American and Other 2001 21 16 3 -85.7% -81.3% 7.8 8.0 1.4 -82.0% -82.5%

Delinquency 2002 19 34 41 +115.8% +20.6% 2.1 4.5 4.8 129.7% 7.2%

White males 2002 4 13 12 +200.0% -7.7% 1.5 5.3 4.8 220.0% -9.4%

White females 2002 1 4 3 +200.0% -25.0% 0.4 2.1 1.4 240.9% -35.1%

African American and Other males 2002 10 13 17 +70.0% +30.8% 5.1 7.9 8.1 58.7% 2.5%

African American and Other females 2002 4 4 9 +125.0% +125.0% 2.1 2.5 5.3 152.1% 111.8%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 62,901 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 43,219 were White, 16,109
were African-American, and 3,573 were other races. There were 55,867 children under age 18 in 1990, 57,724 in 1980,

59,350 in 1970, and 59,221 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 24.8% of the

population in 2000, down from 37.8% in 1960, 34.2% in 1970, and 28.6% in 1980.
In 2000 the 20,108 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.9% of the overall population: 7.3% of Whites and 9.1% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other
races comprise 5.7% of children in the county, with Asian Alone at 1.9% and two or more races" at
1.8% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for
material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many
families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 32.2% of all households in 2000, as
compared with 46.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 187 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 5.4% of
all babies born in the county; 4.8% of all White and 7.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen
mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 77.5% were born to single mothers, including
babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 517 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 15.0% of all born in the
county; 12.8% of all White and 21.7% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 69.4% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged
babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.
In 2001, 825 babies, 24.0% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,
23.0% of White and 27.0% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 47.8% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 32.9% had completed 12
grades (30.3% of Whites and 41.0% of African Americans and Others) and 43.1% had more than a high school degree

(46.8% of Whites and 32.0% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 680
babies, 19.8% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 29.8%

and in 1960 it was 11.2%. In 2001, 11.2% of White children and 45.4% of African-American and Other children were
born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 333 babies, 9.7% of all born in 2001, whose fathers

formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are added,
the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 1,013, constituting 29.4% of all babies, 18.3% of White babies, and

62.6% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA8,0
la Total
-A- White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single
mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 2,033 marriage licenses were issued, while 988 divorce decrees involving 777 children

were filed. In 1970, only 506 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 16,003 children

lived with only one parent. This was 29.0% of all children, up from 24.2% in 1990, 17.6% in 1980, and 12.8% in 1970. In
2000, 18.8% of White and 54.5% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,

4,456 or 26.9% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 15.5% of White and 55.8% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0°A

1970 1980 1990 2000

-A- AA8,0

11Total

759



Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 66.2% of mothers with children under 6 and 73.4% with children 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 42.4% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
63.3% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 9,100 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 90.4% of these are in licensed

programs and 9.6% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 84.6% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 8.5% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 0.7% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 6.2% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 80.11 for centers and $ 73.94 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 14.8% of centers with
pre-school staff and 26.9% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying
$6-$8 per hour ae 70.4% of centers with pre-school staff and 65.4% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 40.7% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 34.6% of centers most assistants have
only a high school degree. In 51.9% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In
childcare homes, 58.3% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 10% have less than
a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 2,563 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic
assaults comprised 35.7% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

56.0% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 20.0% of all assaults. Since most family violence is
not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 6.3% of all children did
not live with their natural parents. Approximately 2,702 or 4.3% of all children lived with relatives, 1,025 or 1.6% lived with

non-relatives, 104 or 0.2% were householders or spouses, and 121 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 1,040 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect
involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 531 of the
investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 24.0% for physical abuse, 8.1% for sexual abuse, 0.5% for mental
injury, 36.0% for physical neglect, 0.9% for educational neglect, 3.1% for medical neglect, 26.3% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 1.1% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 805 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 45.3% were male, 54.7% were female; 65.7% were White, 34.3% were African-American and
Other. By age, 33.8% were ages 0 - 5, 41.6% were ages 6 - 12, and 24.6% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,
34.0% of the children lived in two-parent families, 44.4% in single parent families, 15.9% with unmarried couples, and
5.7% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 242 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 8.1 years. The ages of children in foster care were 10.7% 0-2, 10.7% 3-5, 20.7% 6-10, 17.8%
11-13, and 40.1% 14 and above. The foster care population is 55.0% males and 45.0% females. Regarding their future,
24.8% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 43.4% for return to a parent or guardian, 5.8% for placement
with a relative, 20.3% for independent living, 5.8% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of
adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.03 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially
from 1960, when there were only 1.65 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon
as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary
for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 9,600 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 4,741 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 15.5% of all children and youth: 9.1% of Whites and 29.7% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 16.2%, it was

17.0% in 1979 and 20.5% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 15.2% of children 0 5

(8.0% White, 31.2% African-American and Other), and 14.8% of children 6 - 17 (8.9% White, 27.9% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 13.3% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among
the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the
economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.

Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 35.7% of children in single-parent families lived in
poverty, but only 5.9% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up
61.3% of all the county's children living in poverty.

In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty
threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 24,207 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 14,607 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered
poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 4,295 6.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 9,600 15.5% 3,885 9.1% 5,715 29.7%

Under 125% 12,799 20.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 16,430 26.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 20,426 32.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 22,061 35.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 24,207 39.0% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 62,901 43,219 19,682
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $52,472. In 1989 it was $48,171, and 1979, it

was $43,829, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single -parent families with children was
$23,857 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $64,082 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Spartanburg County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.2%.

Child Support Payments: There were 1,524' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 20.1 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 274,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 3,707 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 240. Information is not available regarding the
amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through

adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they
are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 655, or 19.0% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 907,
or 26.3% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 578 or 22.4% of Whites and 329 or 38.1% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 26 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 351 or 10.2% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 14.8% of African-American and Other babies and 8.6% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 173 or 1.7% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.4% of White babies and 2.8% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $17,847 and $118,015 for each very low
birthweight baby, compared with $2,417 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of
$8,028,313 for all low birthweight babies, of which $5,163,396 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 38.1% from
11.3 to 7.0 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 41.3% from 10.4 to 6.1 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 28.1% from 13.1 to 9.4 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period
1999-2001, 46 White and 24 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 75 White and
41 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 762



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Spartanburg County went to the emergency room 6,444 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 27 White and 7 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 26 White and 19 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 47.6% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 17.3%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 2,412 to 3,618 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n,
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 12 reported cases of children under age 15 and 165 you
ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 23 youth under 15 and 291 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl
per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 15.6% first smoked by age 11, 35.1% by age 13, and 50.4% by age 15. In a typical
month, 14.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 24.6% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 23.9% of White male and 24.3% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 12.2% of African-American males and 12.1% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (5.9%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.0% compared with 0.7% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Spartanburg County. Five of
7 districts participated; but partial participation by District 2 (grades 9 and 12 only) and District 4.
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 6,290 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 2,895 students in grades
12 with learning disabilities and 1,374 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 25 in

Spartanburg County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: g13% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 3,823 seriously emotionally disturbed 117 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 2,549 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 4,024 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 3,840 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 7,864 uninsured children in Spartanburg County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the

county, this would suggest the need for 56 nurses, compared with 45 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Spartanburg County has increased by 109.9% from June 1997 to June 2001;

thus Medicaid and PHC were serving 36.0% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$53.0 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Spartanburg County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was
22,633. The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 1,013 607 139 90 1,849

Children 1 - 5 3,423 2,675 337 427 6,862
Children 6 - 14 4,674 4,900 249 668 10,491

Children 15 - 18 1,691 1,567 60 113 3,431

Total 10,801 9,749 785 1,298 22,633

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requi
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, an
severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 31.5% for Whites and 27.6% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

419 children not ready 13.3% children not ready
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Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

133 children failing 4.0% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

254 children failing 7.5% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

344 children over-age 11.1% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

1,137 six and seven year olds and 1,103 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-
02, approximately 17.3% and 16.0% of their age groups respectively: 15.6% of White 8 9 year olds were in special

education and 16.8% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 13.3% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 11.1% over age in grade 3, and 16.0% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 1,374 speech and language impaired, 2,895 learning disabled, 417 emotionally

disabled, 852 mentally impaired, and 528 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 14.5% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

636 students did not pass all parts 25.7% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Spartanburg County who did not meet standards declined from 47.7% to 24.5% in math and from
41.6% to 22.7% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 23.8% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 27.2% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 22% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 23.1% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 26.7% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 26.5% in 1990 and 21.7% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 35.4%, but in 2002 21.2% of 4h graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 38.9% in 1999 and 31.9% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 24.8% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 3,362 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 1,111 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 24.1 16.3 16.4 39.7 38.3

4 21.9 14.9 13.2 38.7 35.2

5 24.8 17.1 16.2 42.2 40.3

6 26.4 19.4 17.0 49.7 37.6

7 36.5 30.4 24.8 56.3 53.2

8 35.2 28.5 24.5 55.2 54.0

Basic

3 40.0 37.3 41.1 42.2 41.0

4 35.6 33.2 34.8 36.9 40.9

5 39.7 39.2 39.5 39.4 41.7

6 38.5 36.6 39.6 35.6 43.3

7 32.2 32.1 34.4 28.0 31.9

8 43.6 44.0 47.7 37.4 39.8

Proficient

3 20.5 25.2 23.4 11.9 13.9

4 23.4 26.4 28.0 15.8 16.5

5 22.2 23.9 28.6 14.1 14.2

6 21.7 24.9 26.3 12.1 15.2

7 16.9 17.4 22.8 10.3 10.3

8 13.8 16.8 19.0 5.1 4.7

Advanced

3 15.5 21.1 19.2 6.2 6.8

4 19.1 25.5 24.0 8.7 7.5
5 13.3 19.9 15.7 4.3 3.8

6 13.3 19.2 17.1 2.7 3.9

7 14.4 20.1 18.0 5.4 4.6
8 7.3 10.7 8.8 2.2 1.5

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 20.2% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 2,847
students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 723 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 21.6 17.4 12.8 38.9 29.3

4 20.6 17.3 9.7 41.3 26.4

5 26.2 21.1 13.7 48.2 39.0

6 28.3 26.0 14.5 56.9 32.7

7 25.6 23.1 13.7 48.4 32.5

8 28.7 24.1 15.3 54.9 41.8

Basic

3 35.4 33.8 30.5 38.1 44.7

4 40.8 39.4 38.4 41.8 47.8

5 45.5 49.7 44.0 41.0 43.9

6 33.9 33.6 32.5 29.6 41.6

7 41.6 42.0 37.4 39.3 51.5

8 40.5 42.7 37.9 36.5 45.4

Proficient

3 38.2 44.7 47.4 22.4 23.8

4 35.7 40.3 46.6 16.7 25.2

5 27.0 27.8 40.1 10.2 16.7

6 28.6 31.6 36.8 12.3 22.2

7 27.3 29.2 39.3 11.3 14.6

8 25.2 28.2 36.7 7.3 11.3

Advanced

3 4.8 4.1 9.3 0.6 2.2

4 2.8 3.0 5.2 0.2 0.6

5 1.3 1.4 2.1 0.6 0.4

6 9.2 8.8 16.2 1.3 3.5

7 5.5 5.7 9.6 0.9 1.3

8 5.6 4.9 10.1 1.2 1.5

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

867 students drop out annually 27.6% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 31.3% of 8th graders
failed to graduate- from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 39.2% during 1985-89, and 31.8%

during 1990-94, 32.1% during 1995-97 and 33.7% during 1998-2000.-.
During 2001-02, 99.6% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining

0.4% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 769



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 167 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 433

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 20.0% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 20.6% to 37.6%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21stCentury.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range
Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 14.2% 23.3% 30.2% 40.6% 52.3% 24.6%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 11.6% 16.6% 20.6% 28.7% 30.1% 17.5%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 9.8% 16.5% 24.8% 32.0% 46.0% 18.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

19.2% 28.0% 4.6% 5.6% 13.8% 18.2% 6.7% 11.7% 11.5% 16.1% 13.9%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

3.7% 7.2% 0.9% 1.1% 7.6% 10.5% 4.0% 6.8% 3.6% 5.2% 4.5%

Been in a fight with
someone? 36.8% 30.3% 14.6% 14.2% 45.1% 36.6% 32.7% 25.5% 30.7% 24.3% 27.4%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 1.2% 1.0% 6.6% 7.9% 7.4% 4.7% 17.3% 27.2% 6.8% 7.9% 7.4%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

5.5% 5.1% 6.2% 8.1% 13.4% 8.3% 11.9% 12.5% 8.3% 7.7% 8.0%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

31.8% 38.1% 19.6% 27.0% 45.2% 49.4% 37.4% 45.2% 31.5% 36.3% 34.0%

Been suspended
from school? 10.3% 12.0% 2.4% 5.4% 26.3% 23.2% 14.5% 19.1% 11.5% 11.9% 11.7%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 8.3% 15.6% 5.4% 8.8% 13.1% 14.3% 11.9% 13.3% 8.9% 12.6% 10.8%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 15.5% NA 13.5% NA 7.2% NA 6.4% NA 12.7% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 1.7% 4.1% 1.2% 2.4% 7.6% 8.0% 3.8% 4.0% 3.0% 3.9% 3.5%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

13.2% 15.6% 19.6% 27.6% 16.1% 15.4% 25.6% 32.2% 17.9% 22.5% 20.3%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

3.8% 7.5% 9.3% 13.2% 6.5% 5.9% 8.3% 11.9% 6.8% 10.1% 8.5%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 28.3% middle school, 44.6% high school;
saw a student with a handgun at school: 21.7% middle school, 15.8% high school;

-saw a student with a knife at school: 22.4% middle school, 29.4% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 29.2% middle school, 57.4% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 17.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 34.2% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 29.6% had used it in the past month, compared with
17.5% of African-American males; likewise, 30.2% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.9%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 12.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 29.7% by age 13, and 58.8% by age 15.

During the previous year, 20.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 31.7% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.1% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 36.6% of eighth
graders and 74.8% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.1% of eighth graders and 69.5% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 45.7% ofeighth graders and 53.9% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 6.4% of 7th and 8th graders and 17.5% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur

12.6% of all county students in grades 7 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.6% reported usually'_
more drinks. Among high school students, 17.5% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 9.6% 5 or me
Among seniors, 26.1% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 15.1% 5 or more; however 24.2% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 7.6% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.7% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 16.7% of White males, 13.5% WI
females, 14.4% of African-American males, and 11.4% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 5.1% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.1% had used a drug by age 13, and 33.9% by ;

15.
In the past year, 9.8% of all high school students in the county who drive and 15.6% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 17.1% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 7.0% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 63.0% of seniors said it is

easy to get marijuana and 28.2% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*

50%7

16.7%

White Males

14.4% 13.5% 11.4%

/(-

Af. Amer.Males White Females Af. Amer.
Females

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Spartanburg County. Five of
7 districts participated; but partial participation by District 2 (grades 9 and 12 only) and District 4.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 240 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 237 in 2000 and 240 in 2001. This represented 3.4% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 17 was 3.0% for
Whites and 4.3% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 76.7% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Spartanburg County has decreased by 54.1
Overall, it has decreased by 43.4% for Whites, and decreased by 67.7% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 932 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 12.4% were age 12 or younger, 33.8% were 13 or 14, and 53.8% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 6.9% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson
and burglary. Also, 161 juvenile cases constituting 12.7% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 34.9% lived in families with income under $10,000,
24.1% with $10,000-$19,999 and 41.0% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 21.2% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 56.7% lived in a single parent household, 18.6% lived with other relatives, and 3.5% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
37.8% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 53.0% had at least one prior
referral and 20.9% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 4.0% had been referred by the age of 10, 10.2% by the age of 12, and 26.2% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 497 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 4.7% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 76 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 -17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 1,505 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 11.1% of their age group: 8.1% for White and
18.1% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths: During 1997-2001, 81 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the
major cause, resulting in 35 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 6 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 11 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Spartanburg County. The
29.0% of children in single-parent families, 15.5% in poverty, 33.7% not graduating from school, 34.2% of high school
students using alcohol and 18.7% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many
children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community

citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of

children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

85.0% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 70.6% are born to married parents, and 71.0% lived in
two-parent families; 84.5% were not poor and 61.0% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 89.8% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 86.7% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 64.8% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 71.3% for 8th grade reading, 74.3% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 66.3% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 65.8% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 81.3% do not use drugs, and 75.4% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 43.0% of
3rd graders and 30.8% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 36.0% of 3rd graders and
21.1% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South

Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.scicidscountorg.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel@ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes@ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Spartanburg County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90 -pies

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change 1980 Rank
90-pres

199,

HEM
Low Birth Weight 2001 263 302 351 +33.5% +16.2% 8.4 8.8 10.2 21.3% 16.4% 20

White babies 2001 160 170 223 +39.4% +31.2% 7.0 7.1 8.6 22.9% 21.3% 35

African American and Other babies 2001 103 132 128 +24.3% -3.0% 12.0 12.6 14.8 23.6% 18.0% 23

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 1,224 1,690 907 +25.9% -46.3% 39.1 49.0 26.3 -32.7% -46.4% 21

White babies 2001 740 936 578 -21.9% -38.2% 32.6 39.0 22.4 -31.3% -42.6% 35

African American and Other babies 2001 484 754 329 -32.0% -56.4% 56.4 71.8 38.1 -32.4% -46.9% 28

Infant Mortality 2001 132 116 70 -47.0% -39.7% 1.4 1.1 0.7 -51.1% -38.1% 11

White babies 2001 72 75 46 -36.1% -38.7% 1.1 1.0 0.6 -43.0% -41.3% 20

African American and Other babies 2001 60 41 24 -60.0% -41.5% 2.3 1.3 0.9 -59.6% -28.1% 25

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 278 291 187 -32.7% -35.7% 8.9 8.4 5.4 -39.2% -36.0% 20

White babies 2001 146 140 123 -15.8% -12.1% 6.4 5.8 4.8 -25.4% -17.8% 30

African American and Other babies 2001 132 151 64 -51.5% -57.6% 15.4 14.4 7.4 -51.8% -48.4% 40

'Births to mothers under 20 2001 643 703 517 -19.6% -26.5% 20.6 20.4 15.0 -27.0% -26.5% 22

White babies 2001 a 371 401 330 -11.1% +17.7% 16.3 16.7 12.8 -21.7% -23.5% 24

African American and Other babies 2001 272 302 187 -31.3% +38.1% 31.7 28.8 21.7 -31.6% -24.7% 43

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 1,123 1,009 825 -26.5% -18.2% 35.9 29.3 24.0 -33.2% -18.0% 27

White babies 2001 733 602 592 -19.2% -1.7% 32.3 25.1 22.9 -29.1% -8.8% 30

African American and Other babies 2001 390 407 233 -40.3% -42.8% 45.5 38.8 27.0 -40.6% -30.3% 43

Births to single mothers-- 2001 647 1,126 1,013 +56.6% -10.0% 20.7 32.7 29.4 42.1% -10.0% 12

White babies 2001 177 397 473 +167.2% +19.1% 7.8 16.6 18.3 134.7% 10.5% 39

African American and Other babies 2001 470 729 540 +14.9% -25.9% 54.8 69.4 62.6 14.2% -9.9% 44

Children in single parent families 2000 9,412 11,800 16,003 +70.0% +35.6% 17.6 24.2 29.0 64.9% 20.0% 17

White 2000 4,586 5,640 7,375 +60.8% +30.8% 10.8 15.4 18.8 73.8% 21.9% 34

African American and Other 2000 4,793 6,080 8,628 +80.0% +41.9% 37.5 51.2 54.5 45.2% 6.4% 43

Educa ion
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 1,015 644 419 -58.7% -34.9% 31.4 19.9 13.3 -57.6% -33.2% 7

White males 2001 323 183 90 -72.1% -50.8% 28.5 15.4 8.4 -70.5% -45.5% 17

White females 2001 202 101 73 -63.9% -27.7% 18.9 9.9 7.5 -60.3% -24.2% 17

African American and Other males 2001 262 204 152 -42.0% -25.5% 49.7 38.3 26.8 -46.1% -30.0% 9

African American and Other females 2001 228 156 100 -56.1% -35.9% 44.7 31.8 19.3 -56.8% -39.3% 17

[Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 682 548 216 -68.3% -60.6% 21.2 17.5 6.4 -69.8% -63.4% 30

White males 2000 217 171 72 -66.8% -57.9% 19.0 15.2 6.3 -66.8% -58.6% 28

White females 2000 118 109 48 -59.3% -56.0% 10.9 10.6 4.6 -57.8% -56.6% 27

African American and Other males 2000 205 141 61 -70.2% -56.7% 42.1 28.5 10.9 -74.1% -61.8% 40

African American and Other females 2000 138 126 30 -78.3% -76.2% 28.4 26.6 5.7 -79.9% -78.6% 38

Grade 3 Math below standards-. 2002 1,040 359 758 -27.1% +111.1% 32.3 12.2 24.1 -25.4% 97.5% 6

White males 2002 ' 316 77 175 -44.6% +127.3% 27.2 7.5 16.3 -40.1% 117.3% 16

White females 2002 281 96 164 -41.6% +70.8% 24.4 9.3 16.4 -32.8% 76.3% 12

African American and Other males 2002 232 86 210 -9.5% +144.2% 51.9 19.3 39.7 -23.5% 105.7% 12

African American and Other females 2002 206 100 209 +1.5% +109.0% 47.0 23.2 38.3 -18.5% 65.1% 14

Grade 3 Reading below standards-- 2002 864 321 679 -21.4% +111.5% 26.8 11.0 21.6 -19.4% 96.4% 8

White males 2002 291 107 186 -36.1% +73.8% 25.0 10.5 17.4 -30.4% 65.7% 14

White females 2002 185 59 128 -30.8% +116,9% 16.0 5.7 12.8 -20.0% 124.6% 18

African American and Other males 2002 239 94 205 -14.2% +118.1% 53.3 21.2 38.9 -27.0% 83.5% 14

African American and Other females 2002 , 143 60 160 +11.9% +166.7% 32.6 14.0 29.3 -10.1% 109.3% 7

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 668 662 615 -7.9% -7.1% 22.0 23.1 21.5 -2.3% -6.9% 7

White males 1998 228 225 148 -35.1% -34,2% 20.1 21.6 15.4 -23.4% -28.7% 13

White females 19981 133 152 109 -18.0% -28.3% 12.4 15.1 10.7 -13.7% -29.1% 17

African American and Other males 1998 174 143 172 -1.1% +20.3% 41.9 34.6 44.4 6.0% 28.3% 8

African American and Other females 1998 130 140 179 +37.7% +27.9% 32.7 35.4 40.7 24.5% 15.0% 14

1

Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.
***Data include paternity acknowledgements.

BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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Spartanburg County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Educat"

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Year

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-1980

pres
1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pros

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 1,577 634 1,084 -31.3% +71.0% 47.7 24.5 35.2 26.2% 43.7%

White males 2002 498 205 300 -39.8% +46.3% 41.0 21.4 28.5 30 5% 33 2%

White females 2002 480 197 260 -45.8% 32.0% 39.7 20.3 24.5 -38.3% 20.7%

African American and Other males 2002 301 113 270 -10.3% 138.9% 67.5 36.7 55.2 -18.2% 50.4%

African American and Other females 2002 291 119 254 -12.7% +113.4% 68.2 34.1 54.0 -20.8% 58.4%

Grade 8 Readin below state standards** 2002 1,377 589 882 -35.9% +49.7% 41.6 22.7 28.7 -31.0% 26.4%

White males 2002 442 231 254 -42.5% +10.0% 36.4 24.0 24.1 -33.8% 0.4%

White females 2002 325 153 162 -50.2% 5.9% 26.8 15.8 15.3 -42.9% -3.2%

African American and Other males 2002 326 114 269 -17.5% +136.0% 72.6 37.4 54.9 24.4% 46.8%

African American and Other females 2002 278 90 197 -29. /% 118.9% 65.0 25.6 41.8 -35.7% 63.3%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 658 710 NA +7.9% NA 26.5 24.3 NA -8.3%

White males 1998 NA 256 NA NA NA NA 27.2 19.7 NA -27.6%

White females 1998 NA 143 NA NA NA NA 15.6 13.9 NA -10.9%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 128 NA NA NA 44.3 46.9 NA 5.9%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 130 NA NA 39.5 40.6 NA 2.8%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st 2002
attem.t

1,220 574 636 -47.9% +10.8% 41.7 24.5 25.7 -38.4% 4.9%

White males 2002 399 194 192 -51.9% -1.0% 36.6 22.3 21.3 -41.8% -4.5%

White females 2002 332 133 156 -53.0% +17.3% 30.1 15.6 17.1 -43.2% 9.6%

African American and Other males 2002 250 124 129 -48.4% +4.0% 71.8 43.8 43.6 -39.3% -0.5%

African American and Other females 2002 236 121 155 -34.3% +28.1% 61.8 37.0 43.2 -30.1% 16.8%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled 2000-02
in 12th . rade 4 ears later

964 1,035 867 -10.1% -16.2% 27.8 30.6 27.6 -0.8% -9.8%

White males 2000-02 379 409 308 -18.6% -24.7% 28.2 32.3 27.4 -2.8% -15.1%

White females 2000-02 315 288 247 -21.5% -14.1% 25.3 24.4 22.5 -11.2% -7.7%

African American and Other males 2000-02 163 198 172 +5.3% -13.3% 36.3 40.2 37.3 2.5% -7.2%

African American and Other females 2000-02 108 140 140 +30.2% +0.0% 24.6 31.6 30.4 23.5% -3.7%

Young Adults Not Completing High School 2000
18-24

8,214 7,696 7,356 -10.4% -4.4% 33.5 31.3 20.0 -40.2% -36.0%

White males NA 3,115 3,013 NA NA NA 32.9 32.6 NA NA NA

White females NA 2,524 2,364 NA NA NA 27.1 24.9 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 1,464 1,260 NA NA NA 51.9 45.9 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 1 111 1,059 NA NA NA 38 -4 34.5 NA NA NA

-CO omi
Poverty Rate 2000 9,682 8,891 9 bUU -0.8% +8.0% 17.0 16.2 15.5 -8.8% -4.3%

White children 2000 4,379 3,636 3,885 -11.3% +6.8% 10.4 9.1 9.1 -12.5% 0.0%

African American and Other children 2000 5,244 5,255 5,715 +9.0% +8.8% 36.0 34.6 29.7 -17.6% -14.3%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 43,829 $ 48,171 $ 52,472 +19.7% +8.9% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 47,483 $ 53,188 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 29,011 $ 30.426 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

(.2Y341,
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 396 405 240 -39.4% -40.7% 5.5 6.0 3.4 -37.6% -43.3%

White 2001 239 204 153 -36.0% -25.0% 4.4 4.2 3.0 -32.3% -28.6%

African American and Other 2001 157 201 86 -45.2% -57.2% 8.4 11.0 4.3 -48.8% -60.9%

Delinquency 2002 330 611 497 +50.6% -18.7% 3.0 6.3 4.7 56.7% -25.4%

White males 2002 r 162 240 162 +0.0% -32.5% 4.0 6.5 4.4 11.0% -31.7%

White females 2002 53 102 103 +94.3% +1.0% 1.3 2.9 2.8 115.3% -3.5%

African American and Other males 2002 94 206 156 +66.0% -24.3% 6.8 15.8 9.7 42.5% -38.7%

African American and Other females 2002 21 63 76 +261.9% +20.6% 1.5 5.0 4.7 210.8% -6.7%

1'

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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In 2000 there were an estimated 29,430 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 12,837 were White, 15,413

were African-American, and 1,180 were other races. There were 29,417 children under age 18 in 1990, 29,360 in 1980,

32,562 in 1970, and 33,773 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 28.1% of the

population in 2000, down from 45.1% in 1960, 41.0% in 1970, and 33.3% in 1980.
In 2000 the 9,370 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 9.0% of the overall population: 8.1% of Whites and 9.6% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 4.0% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 2.0% and "some other
race alone" at 0.9% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 36.5% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 54.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 106 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.6% of

all babies born in the county; 3.6% of all White and 9.3% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 92.5% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.
In 2001, 297 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 18.5% of all born in the

county; 12.8% of all White and 23.7% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of
20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 84.2% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

776
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 309 babies, 19.3% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,

15.3% of White and 22.8% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 40.4% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 40.9% had completed 12

grades (36.4% of Whites and 45.0% of African Americans and Others) and 39.9% had more than a high school degree

(48.2% of Whites and 32.2% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 557
babies, 34.6% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 30.9%

and in 1960 it was 10.3%. In 2001, 14.0% of White children and 53.7% of African-American and Other children were

born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.

Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 191 babies, 11.9% of all born in 2001, whose
fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 748, constituting 46.5% of all babies, 21.9% of White babies,

and 69.3% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

-4 AA&O

aWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single

mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 849 marriage licenses were issued, while 466 divorce decrees involving 409 children

were filed. In 1970, only 271 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single- parent families. In 2000, 8,512 children

lived with only one parent. This was 34.0% of all children, up from 26.2% in 1990, 20.6% in 1980, and 15.9% in 1970. In

2000, 17.3% of White and 49.0% of African-American and Other children lived in single -parent families. Also in 2000,

2,329 or 31.9% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 14.3% of White and 50.1% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 67.1% of mothers with children under 6 and 73.3% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased

substantially from 1960 when 27.2% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:

63.5% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 4,702 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 95.3% of these are in licensed

programs and 4.7% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 92.9% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than

12 children, 4.5% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 2.0% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 0.6% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 69.17 for centers and $ 64.44 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 43.5% of centers with

pre-school staff and 62.5% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying

$6-$8 per hour are 30.4% of centers with pre-school staff and 37.5% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract
workers with limited education. In 56.5% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 75% of centers most assistants have

only a high school degree. In 39.1% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In

childcare homes, 53.2% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 18.8% have less

than a high school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 777 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 33.7% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

61.1% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 20.6% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 8.6% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,989 or 6.8% of all children lived with relatives, 449 or 1.5% lived with

non-relatives, 23 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 74 or 0.3% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 575 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect

involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 215 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 10.0% for physical abuse, 3.8% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental

injury, 26.3% for physical neglect, 6.7% for educational neglect, 3.8% for medical neglect, 48.8% for threat of harm for

physical/sexual abuse, and 0.8% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 391 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 48.8% were male, 51.2% were female; 33.3% were White, 66.8% were African-American and

Other. By age, 42.3% were ages 0 - 5, 36.2% were ages 6 - 12, and 21.4% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

28.4% of the children lived in two-parent families, 48.8% in single parent families, 18.9% with unmarried couples, and

3.8% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 119 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 3.6 years. The ages of children in foster care were 17.7% 0-2, 10.1% 3-5, 26.9% 6-10, 16.0%

11-13, and 29.4% 14 and above. The foster care population is 58.8% males and 41.2% females. Regarding their future,
39.5% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 26.1% for return to a parent or guardian, 0.8% for placement

with a relative, 10.1% for independent living, 23.5% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.56 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.22 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more

adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be p ted on the website.
7 7S



ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary

for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 6,297 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 2,850 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 21.7% of all children and youth: 7.8% of Whites and 32.4% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 27.5%, it was

29.3% in 1979 and 38.5% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 23.5% of children 0 - 5

(8.6% White, 35.7% African-American and Other), and 20.8% of children 6 - 17 (7.2% White, 30.8% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 17.4% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among

the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the

economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 42.8% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 9.1% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single- parent families made up

69.0% of all the county's children living in poverty.
In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty

threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 14,221 children ages 0-17 who were less

than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 7,924 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 3,045 10.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 6,297 21.7% 987 7.8% 5,310 32.4%

Under 125% 8,176 28.2% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 10,648 36.7% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 12,370 42.7% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 13,001 44.9% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 14,221 49.1% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 29,430 12,837 16,593

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $45,863. In 1989 it was $36,807, and 1979, it

was $34,337, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single -parent families with children was
$23,199 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $57,630 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Sumter County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 1.8%.

Child Support Payments: There were 1,314' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 27.1 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 246,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 2,556 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 220. Information is not available regarding the

amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 480, or 29.8% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 699,
or 43.4% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 226 or 29.2% of Whites and 473 or 56.6% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 2 women received no prenatal care at all.
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Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 132 or 8.2% of all babies in the county
were born with low birthweight: 10.3% of African-American and Other babies and 6.0% of White babies. During 1999-
2001, approximately 104 or 2.1% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious

complications: 1.3% of White babies and 2.8% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $16,234 and $72,886 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $2,245 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $2,909,661 for

all low birthweight babies, of which $1,883,764 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 25.8% from

12.9 to 9.5 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 16.7% from 6.9 to 5.8 per 1000 live births, while for
African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 29.8% from 18.6 to 13.0 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year

period 1999-2001, 14 White and 34 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 19

White and 53 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 780



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Sumter County went to the emergency room 3,055 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 6 White and 11 African-American and Other children
ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 9 White and 25 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 56.1% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen
in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 9.0%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through
sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eve'

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than
month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 1,152 to 1,728 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n,
identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 8 reported cases of children under age 15 and 95 you

ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 15 youth under 15 and 267 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai
high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42
were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru
59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl.

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002
among all students 15 and older, 15.4% first smoked by age 11, 33.7% by age 13, and 51.2% by age 15. In a typical
month, 20.3% of 7th and 8th graders and 26.4% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much
more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 30.1% of White male and 39.1% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 24.3% of African-American males and 11.9% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (2.8%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(11.5% compared with 0.8% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Sumter County. Both
districts participated, but participation by District 17 was principally by mitichool grades.



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national

reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development;
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 2,943 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an

many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.
Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron

bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen

(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).
Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 1,856 students in grades

12 with learning disabilities and 852 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.
Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For

example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 70 in

Sumter County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 1,815 seriously emotionally disturbed 917 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 1,210 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons h communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator

of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 2,364 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 1,509 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 3,873 uninsured children in Sumter County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,
this would suggest the need for 24 nurses, compared with 9 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Sumter County has increased by 64.9% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 47.8% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$33.0 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Sumter County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 14,072.
The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 282 727 14 30 1,053

Children 1 - 5 1,039 2,957 40 148 4,184
Children 6 - 14 1,314 4,958 14 219 6,505
Children 15 - 18 413 1,873 6 38 2,330

Total 3,048 10,515 74 435 14,072

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii

hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, at

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke

below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 30.5% for Whites and 31.9% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

230 children not ready 15.8% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001

100%

80%

60%-

40%.

20 %-

0%

13.0%

7
21.1%

8.4%
16.9%

White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

1st Grade Failures in 2002:

138 children failing 9.1% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

277 children failing 18.6% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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310 children over-age 22.9% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

688 six and seven year olds and 638 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 23.9% and 21.7% of their age groups respectively: 20.6% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 22.4% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 15.8% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 22.9% over age in grade 3, and 21.7% of eight and nine year-

olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to Gate minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 852 speech and language impaired, 1,856 learning disabled, 221 emotionally

disabled, 1,017 mentally impaired, and 136 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special
education classes served approximately 22.9% of all students in grades 1 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

379 students did not pass all parts 37.3% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Sumter County who did not meet standards declined from 72.2% to 34.5% in math and from
56.8% to 29.1% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 42.9% not meeting 8th grade math standards
in 1998 and 38.4% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the ecam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 29.3% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 37.3% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 37.6% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 32.7% in 1990 and 35.6% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 42.0%, but in 2002 24.5% of4" graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 47.6% in 1999 and 41.9% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,

geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 28.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 2,011 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 798 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 31.5 13.0 16.7 44.6 37.1

4 27.8 10.5 16.7 37.0 35.6

5 32.4 17.5 20.4 45.2 35.3

6 34.5 18.6 14.0 48.6 40.0

7 43.6 31.5 25.9 55.4 48.1

8 44.6 25.5 26.4 55.3 54.6

Basic

3 47.2 49.4 47.7 41.9 50.6

4 40.7 37.0 40.8 41.4 42.3

5 47.7 48.1 53.5 41.4 50.7

6 41.7 35.9 45.9 39.2 45.6

7 38.2 39.1 43.7 33.0 39.9

8 45.1 51.8 57.1 40.1 40.1

Proficient

3 14.2 21.9 21.2 9.7 10.5

4 20.4 31.2 22.5 16.1 16.7

5 14.3 23.9 17.1 10.2 11.0

6 16.1 29.5 26.2 8.2 11.0

7 12.1 16.4 21.5 8.3 8.2

8 8.0 14.5 15.1 3.1 5.0

Advanced

3 7.2 15.8 14.4 3.9 1.8

4 11.1 21.4 20.0 5.5 5.3

5 5.5 10.4 9.0 3.2 3.0

6 7.7 16.0 14.0 4.0 3.3

7 6.1 13.0 8.9 3.2 3.8

8 2.3 8.2 1.4 1.5 0.3

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 31.5% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,516

students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 699 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 23.9 12.7 11.7 36.2 24.9
4 21.2 11.7 9.6 33.3 20.8
5 29.7 21.7 13.9 45.5 27.7
6 33.0 20.1 10.5 54.1 29.7
7 29.7 23.3 8.5 45.4 29.3

8 39.1 27.7 13.3 58.0 40.9

Basic

3 39.3 31.0 26.1 40.6 49.5
4 48.8 43.4 42.1 49.4 55.5
5 53.3 55.1 55.5 45.9 58.6

6 40.2 41.5 44.5 35.0 43.1

7 49.2 49.6 48.9 46.5 52.0
8 42.4 44.5 43.8 34.8 47.9

Proficient

3 33.6 51.4 53.6 22.7 23.5

4 28.9 43.8 45.0 17.2 22.5
5 16.3 21.7 29.4 8.6 13.5

6 22.2 32.5 35.8 9.6 22.6

7 19.5 25.4 38.5 7.7 17.1

8 16.4 23.2 38.6 6.4 10.5

Advanced

3 3.2 4.9 8.6 0.5 2.1

4 1.2 1.1 3.3 0.0 1.2

5 0.6 1.5 1.2 0.0 0.2

6 4.5 6.0 9.2 1.3 4.6
7 1.7 1.7 4.1 0.4 1.6

8 2.1 4.5 4.3 0.8 0.8

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

524 students drop out annually 33.7% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 28.5% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 26.8% during 1985-89, and 33.3%

during 1990-94, 34.7% during 1995-97 and 42.7% during 1998-2000***.
During 2001-02, 96.4% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining

3.6% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.

**.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website.

787



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 81 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 115

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 15.7% of county resident 25 34 year-olds said they had not

completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 21.2% to 44.6%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation

necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISKBEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-

achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 16.3% 19.5% 31.9% 40.0% 57.3% 26.4%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 8.6% 8.3% 16.9% 26.2% 42.8% 13.8%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 12.0% 12.7% 24.2% 30.1% 49.1% 19.3%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

19.9% 24.7% 4.4% 5.1% 16.2% 20.3% 5.1% 4.9% 10.9% 13.1% 11.9%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

3.8% 8.2% 0.9% 2.2% 11.6% 15.1% 3.4% 4.8% 5.6% 7.9% 6.6%

Been in a fight with
someone? 37.4% 36.2% 20.1% 21.7% 37.9% 33.5% 28.5% 20.2% 31.3% 27.3% 29.5%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 1.9% 2.5% 7.8% 16.2% 5.0% 2.8% 16.2% 22.3% 8.7% 11.9% 10.2%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

6.9% 8.9% 4.9% 12.5% 9.9% 7.1% 8.8% 9.1% 8.1% 9.1% 8.6%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

43.8% 35.2% 29.3% 28.1% 47.8% 37.9% 38.9% 31.9% 40.6% 33.5% 37.4%

Been suspended
from school? 16.2% 14.8% 8.4% 10.1% 25.2% 23.6% 16.3% 14.2% 17.5% 16.2% 16.9%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 14.0% 17.0% 8.8% 12.2% 14.4% 16.7% 9.8% 7.2% 11.8% 12.6% 12.2%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 13:2% NA 10.6% NA 6.5% NA 4.3% NA 7.8% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 2.7% 6.9% 1.4% 1.6% 4.8% 5.2% 1.9% 1.2% 2.8% 3.5% 3.1%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

18.4% 22.6% 27.2% 33.4% 13.8% 10.6% 23.7% 23.0% 20.5% 21.3% 20.8%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

9.8% 11.9% 14.6% 18.3% 5.3% 5.0% 8.7% 6.9% 9.0% 9.4% 9.2%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they

would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 39.4% middle school, 54.2% high school;

-saw a student with a handgun at school: 29.7% middle school, 26.7% high school;
saw a student with a knife at school: 31.6% middle school, 36.4% high school;
saw a student with drugs at school: 39.2% middle school, 65.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 21.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 32.7% of high schoolers said they

had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 29.3% had used it in the past month, compared with
26.3% of African-American males; likewise, 36.6% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 24.2%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 15.0% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 33.8% by age 13, and 60.0% by age 15.

During the previous year, 20.3% of 7th and 8th graders and 26.3% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a

drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 12.7% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 41.1% of eighth

graders and 70.5% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 70.2% of eighth graders and 65.9% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 48.6% of eighth graders and 41.5% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 6.9% of 7d1 and 8th countygraders and 13.8% of high school students in the coun repor

drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consume, 9.'

of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 4.2% reported usually 5 or m

drinks. Among high school students, 13.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 6.1% 5 or more. Amc
seniors, 12.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 5.7% 5 or more; however 12.2% of seniors said t

they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 19.3% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 19.6% of White males, 19.1% WI

females, 19.0% of African-American males, and 6.8% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug

at an early age: 5.7% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 14.5% had used a drug by age 13, and 33.5% by

15.
In the past year, 8.9% of all high school students in the county who drive and 10.3% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 20.8% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 6.3% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 62.7% of seniors said it is

easy to get marijuana and 23.7% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but

county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in Sumter County. Both

districts participated, but participation by District 17 was principally by middle school grades.
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 148 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 134 in 2000 and 135 in 2001. This represented 4.2% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several

times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 2.4% for
Whites and 5.5% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 77.8% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Sumter County has decreased by 21.(
Overall, it has decreased by 25.0% for Whites, and decreased by 24.7% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 334 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 9.9% were age 12 or younger, 31.1% were 13 or 14, and 59.0% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 15.3% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug

trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 73 juvenile cases constituting 16.0% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include

truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.
Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 34.2% lived in families with income under $10,000,

32.9% with $10,000-$19,999 and 32.9% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 15.9% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 55.5% lived in a single parent household, 24.6% lived with other relatives, and 4.0% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

37.9% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.
Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 53.3% had at least one prior

referral and 18.0% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15
17 years old, 2.9% had been referred by the age of 10, 9.9% by the age of 12, and 24.7% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 195 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 3.9% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 26 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 632 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 9.9% of their age group: 10.0% for White and
9.8% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either school

full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition from
school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the problems of

young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and county reports

on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 33 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the

major cause, resulting in 9 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 6 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-

year period, and 6 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,

and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Sumter County. The 34.0% of

children in single-parent families, 21.7% in poverty, 42.7% not graduating from school, 32.7% of high school students

using alcohol and 19.3% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are

at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of

children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One

simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

81.5% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 53.5% are born to married parents, and 66.0% lived in

two-parent families; 78.3% were not poor and 50.9% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a

family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.8% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 84.2% were assessed as ready for

the first grade, 55.4% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 60.9% for 8th grade reading, 62.7% passed

all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 57.3% graduated with. their class. In a typical month, 67.3% of high

school students do not drink alcohol, 80.7% do not use drugs, and 73.6% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a

problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 36.8% of

3rd graders and 18.5% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 21.4% of 3`d graders and

10.3% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.
Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South

Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the

critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the

Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community

efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for

improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local

data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson(adrss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelQogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734 -3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesogc.state.se.us )

1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.orq
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Sumter County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980' 1990'
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80 -pies

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199

GOsEOR
',_ow Birth Weight 2001 164 167 132 -19.5% -21.0% 9.2 8.8 8.2 -11.4% -6.5% 29

White babies 2001 46 62 46 +0.0% -25.8% 5.3 6.3 6.0 13.2% -5.3% 15

African American and Other babies 2001 118 105 86 -27.1% -18.1% 13.0 11.3 10.3 -20.9% -9.3% 31

_ess than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 764 810 699 +8.5% -13.7% 43.1 42.5 43.4 0.7% 2.1% 26

White babies 2001 232 292 226 -2.6% -22.6% 26.8 29.8 29.2 9.0% -2.1% 23

African American and Other babies 2001 532 518 473 -11.1% -8.7% 58.7 55.9 56.6 -3.6% 1.1% 29

Infant Mortality 2001 86 72 48 -44.2% -33.3% 1.6 1.3 1.0 -41.7% -25.8% 22

White babies 2001 26 19 14 -46.2% -26.3% 1.0 0.7 0.6 -42.4% -15.7% I 16

African American and Other babies 2001 60 53 34 -43.3% -35.8% 2.3 1.9 1.3 -42.1% -29.8% 22

Gta0T
Births to mothers under 18 2001 148 107 106 -28.4% -0.9% 8.3 5.6 6.6 -20.9% 17.5% 17

White babies 2001 38 37 28 -26.3% -24.3% 4.4 3.8 3.6 -18.0% -4.7% 13

African American and Other babies 2001 110 70 78 -29.1% +11.4% 12.1 7.6 9.3 -23.1% 23.4% 18

9irths to mothers under 20 2001 367 296 297 -19.1% +0.3% 20.7 15.5 18.5 -10.6% 19.1% 23

White babies 2001 136 122 99 -27.2% +18.9% 15.7 12.5 12.8 -18.5% 2.7% 20

African American and Other babies 2001 l 231 174 198 -14.3% -13.8% 25.5 18.8 23.7 -7.0% 26.0% 20

3irths to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 526 368 309 -41.3% -16.0% 29.7 19.3 19.2 -35.3% -0,6% 9

White babies 2001 204 152 118 -42.2% -22.4% 23.6 15.5 15.3 -35.1% -1.5% 13

African American and Other babies 2001 322 216 191 -40.7% -11.6% 35.5 23.3 22.8 -35.6% -2.1% 40

Births to single mothers- 2001 416 647 748 +79.8% +15.6% 23.5 34.0 46.5 98.2% 36.9% 17

White babies 2001 63 138 169 +168.3% +22.5% 7.3 14.1 21.9 201.0% 55.4% 33

African American and Other babies 2001 353 509 579 +64.0% +13.8% 38.9 55.0 69.3 78.0% 26.0% 4

Children in single parent families 2000 5,483 6,598 8,512 +55.2% +29.0% 20.6 26.2 34.0 65.1% 29.8% 29

White 2000 1,504 1,764 2,046 +36.0% +160% 10.5 13.2 17.3 64.7% 31.0% 30

African American and Other 2000 3,947 4,764 6,466 +63.8% +35.7% 30.8 40.7 49.0 59.2% 20.5% 40

i

Education
Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 494 583 230 -53.4% -60.5% 38.6 35.3 15.8 -59.1% -55.2% 26

White males 2001 95 82 39 -58.9% -52.4% 33.8 24.8 13.0 -61.5% -47.6% 29

White females 2001 45 61 22 -5/.1% -63.9% 18.3 17.2 8.4 -54.1% -51.2% 14

African American and Other males 2001 207 239 92 -55.6% -61.5% 51.1 46.9 21.1 -58.7% -55.0% 15

African American and Other females 2001 147 201 77 -47.6% -61.7% 42.1 44.1 16.9 -59.9% -61.7% 12

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 203 182 303 +49.3% +66.5% 16.1 11.6 19.2 19.3% 65.5% 19

White males 2000 52 30 51 -1.9% +70.0% 18.8 9.0 16.0 -14.9% 77.8% 27

White females 2000 23 22 22 -4.3% +0.0% 9.0 6.7 8.1 -10.0% 20.9% 20

African American and Other males 2000 88 85 141 +60.2% +65.9% 23.7 18.0 28.6 20.7% 58.9% 21

African American and Other females 2000 38 45 88 +131.6% +95.6% 11.0 10.2 18.5 68.2% 81.4% 9

Grade 3 Math below standards "" 2002 535 385 415 -22.4% +7.8% 42.8 26.2 31.5 -26.4% 20.2% 25

White males 2002 109 48 32 -70.6% -33.3% 37.8 14.5 13.0 -65.6% -10.3% 35

White females 2002 80 41 37 -53.8% -9.8% 30.0 13.7 16.7 -44.3% 21.9% 32

African American and Other males 2002 176 160 184 +4.5% +15.0% 52.4 37.6 44.6 -14.9% 18.6% 14

African American and Other females 2002 168 136 162 -3.6% +19.1% 47.9 32.8 37.1 -22.5% 13.1% 16

Grade 3 Reading below standards"" 2002 416 244 314 -24.5% +28.7% 33.3 16.7 23.9 -28.2% 43.1% 16

White males 2002 84 28 31 -63.1% +10.7% 29.3 8.5 12.7 -56.7% 49.4% 22

White females 2002 39 25 26 -33.3% +4.0% 14.6 8.3 11.7 -19.9% 41.0% 16

African American and Other males 2002 165 108 148 -10.3% +37.0% 49.1 25.7 36.2 -26.3% 40.9% 10

African American and Other females 2002 125 83 109 -12.8% +31.3% 35.6 20.1 24.9 -30.1% 23.9% 11

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 349 540 415 +18.9% -23.1% 29.3 37.3 29.3 0.0% -21.4% 17

White males 1998 63 88 42 -33.3% -52.3% 23.6 27.4 16.3 -30.9% -40.5% 20

White females 1998 41 72 37 -9.8% -48.6% 16.0 23.5 13.5 -15.6% -42.6% 25

African American and Other males 1998 130 224 207 +59.2% -7.6% 41.3 54.2 46.5 12.6% -14.2% 7

African American and Other females 1998 111 156 128 +15,3% -17.9% 33.3 38.2 30.8 -7.5% -19.4% 15

1

I

'Year of data is approximate in many cases.
"1 is best, 46 is worst.

Data include paternity acknowledgements.
"" BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

I:1
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Sumter County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued)

Grade

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attem

Indicators

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
lin 12th grade 4 years later)

White males
White females
African American

!Young Adults Not Completing High School
18.24

White males

African American and Other males
African American and Other females

White children

Income of Families w/children 1999 $

2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998

2002

2002
2002
2002
2002

2000-02

2000-02
2000-02
2000-02
2000-02

2000

NA
NA
NA
NA

2000
2000
2000
2000
2000

1,042
139
125

368
408
819
106

71

325
316
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

665

95

235
257

353

89
77

122
65

3,672

982
766

1,163

8,513
1,310

7,151

$ 34,337
$ 41,223

8 Math below state standards"
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Grade 8 Readin below state standards*
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile
White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

P ve

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

African American and Other females

White females

Rate

Stanford/MAT

and Other males

African American and Other children

White families
African American and Other families

Most
Recent Yea

2000

1980

761

24,602

Number

Most
Percent Percent

1990
Recent

Change 80- Change 90-
pres pres

397 545 -47.7% +37.3%
61 56 -59.7% -8.2%
52 56 -55.2% +7.7%

152 215 -41.6% +41.4%

132 218 -46.6% +65.2%
334 477 -41.8% +42.8%

62 61 -42.5% -1.6%
35 28 -60.6% -20.0%

145 225 -30.8% +55.2%
92 163 -48.4% +77.2%

1980

49.5
49.0
85.2
86.3
56.8

27.8

423 512 NA +21.0%
62 NA NA NA

75.6

47 NA NA NA

178 NA NA NA

133 NA NA NA

350 379 -43.0% +8.3%

38 32 -66.3% -15.8%

30 43 -41.9% +43.3%
160 143 -39.1% -10.6%
118 159 -38.1% +34.7%

374 524 +48.7% +40.3%

108 107 +20.5% -1.2%

67 100 +29.4% +49.9%
127 193 +58.2% +52.6%
73 125 +91.8% +72.0%

2,566 2,211 -39.8% -13.8%

592 NA NA NA

467 NA NA NA

926 NA NA NA

581 NA NA NA

67.0
NA

NA
NA

72.1
68.5

28.0
26.3
28.8
15.7

26.9

24.4
22.6
38.3
23.8

1990
Most

Percent

Recent
Change 80-

pros

34.5 44.6 -38.2%
22.7 25.5 -48.5%

20.9 26.4 -46.1%
44.4 55.3 -35.1%
45.2 54.6 -36.7%
29.1 39.1 -31.2%
23.2 27.7 -26.5%
14.0 13.3 -52.2%
42.5 58.0 -23.3%
31.7 40.9 -39.0%
32.7 32.4 NA
22.1 14.2 NA

18.6 13.7 NA

46.2 44.7 NA
36 41.7 NA

31.7 37.3 -29.1%

16.0 16.6 -50.0%
12.7 21.4 -21.6%
52.5 51.8 -28.2%
37.0 46.2 -32.6%

26.8 33.7 38.3%

32.1 36.0 28.4%
22.1 32.9 24.8%
32.9 39.7 37.7%
19.5 26.8 70.2%

21.1 15.7 -41.5%

16.9 NA NA

16.9 NA NA

33.2 NA NA
18.8 NA NA

26.3%

20.8%
34.4%
19.4%
-5.0%

36.5%
29.0%

0.9%

-26.3%
-3.2%
15.8%

3.8%
68.5%
-1.3%
24.9%

26.0%

12.0%
49.0%
20.7%
36.9%

-25.5%

NA
NA
NA
NA

Percent

Percent
Change 90-

pres

29.3%
12.3%

1.

$ 36,807 $ 45,863 +33.6% +24.6%

$ 43,887 NA NA NA

$ 27,067 NA NA NA

Adolescent RitC

NA NA NA NA

NA NA NA NA

NA NA NA NA

Factors

NA
NA
NA

Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 210 153 135 -35.7% -11.8% 5.9 4.9 4.2 -28.6% - 14.3%

White 2001 76 57 33 -56.6% -42 1% 4.5 3.9 2.4 -46.9% -38.5%

African American and Other 2001 134 96 102 -23.9% 6.3% 7.1 5.9 5.5 -22.4% -6.8%

Delinquency 2002 148 206 195 +31.8% -5.3% 2.8 4.4 3.9 38.7% -11.7%

White males 2002 60 69 38 -36.7% -44.9% 4.5 5.8 3.6 -21.1% -38.8%

White females 2002 24 30 12 -50.0% -60.0% 2.0 2.8 1.2 -38.8% -56.3%

African American and Other males 2002 45 78 106 +135.6% +35.9% 3.3 6.7 7.0 112.7% 4.8%

African American and Other females 2002 19 29 39 +105.3% +34.5% 1.3 2.4 2.7 105.5% 11.3%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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kids E0
count

Union
County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 7,126 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 4,260 were White, 2,743

were African-American, and 123 were other races. There were 7,551 children under age 18 in 1990, 8,863 in 1980,

10,235 in 1970, and 11,765 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 23.8% of the

population in 2000, down from 39.2% in 1960, 35.0% in 1970, and 28.8% in 1980.

In 2000 the 2,269 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 7.6% of the overall population: 6.7% of Whites and 9.4% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 1.7% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.2% and "some other

race alone" at 0.3% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 29.4% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 44.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 22 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.0% of

all babies born in the county; 5.4% of all White and 7.1% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 68.2% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 64 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 17.4% of all born in the

county; 14.2% of all White and 23.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of

20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 79.7% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

794
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 87 babies, 23.8% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,

21.3% of White and 28.6% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 52.1% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 38.4% had completed 12

grades (36.0% of Whites and 42.9% of African Americans and Others) and 37.8% had more than a high school degree

(42.7% of Whites and 28.6% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 86

babies, 23.4% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 34.4%

and in 1960 it was 12.1%. In 2001, 12.9% ofWhite children and 43.3% of African-American and Other children were

born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.
Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 65 babies, 17.7% of all born in 2001, whose

fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are

added, the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 151, constituting 41.0% of all babies, 27.1% of White babies,

and 67.7% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0°A

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA&O

0Total
-A- White

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity

acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single

mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 196 marriage licenses were issued, while 96 divorce decrees involving 64 children

were filed. In 1970, only 78 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 2,134 children

lived with only one parent. This was 36.4% of all children, up from 26.9% in 1990, 17.1% in 1980, and 13.4% in 1970. In

2000, 23.2% of White and 58.8% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

635 or 38.3% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 22.5% of White and 65.5% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

1970 1980 1990 2000

AA &Oa Total
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and

employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 77.1% of mothers with children under 6 and 73.8% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased

substantially from 1960 when 50.1% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:

68.2% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.

Overall, there are 457 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 73.5% of these are in licensed

programs and 26.5% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 65.6% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than

12 children, 21.0% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 7.9% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 5.5% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 58.75 for centers and $ 60.63 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 28.6% of centers with

pre-school staff and 33.3% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying

$6-$8 per hour are 42.9% of centers with pre-school staff and 0% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers

with limited education. In 57.1% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 0% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 28.6% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare

homes, 54.6% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 18.2% have less than a high

school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 153 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 29.1% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

58.8% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 17.1% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 8.3% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 340 or 4.8% of all children lived with relatives, 133 or 1.9% lived with

non-relatives, 8 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 107 or 1.5% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 121 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect

involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 39 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 14.6% for physical abuse, 10.4% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental

injury, 22.9% for physical neglect, 2.1% for educational neglect, 8.3% for medical neglect, 39.6% for threat of harm for

physicaUsexual abuse, and 2.1% for other types of abuse.
In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 66 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 48.5% were male, 51.5% were female; 66.7% were White, 33.3% were African-American and

Other. By age, 36.5% were ages 0 - 5, 41.3% were ages 6 12, and 22.2% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

30.3% of the children lived in two-parent families, 43.9% in single parent families, 24.2% with unmarried couples, and

1.5% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001; 5 children lived in foster care. The median age at first placement

in the county is 14.3 years. The ages of children in foster care were 20.0% 0-2, 0.0% 3-5, 0.0% 6-10, 0.0% 11-13, and

80.0% 14 and above. The foster care population is 60.0% males and 40.0% females. Regarding their future, 20.0% were

under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 0.0% for return to a parent or guardian, 20.0% for placement with a

relative, 60.0% for independent living, 0.0% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 3.19 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.55 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more

adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

796
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ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary

for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 1,350 children and youth under the age of 18 ived in 708 families with incomes cbelow

poverty, comprising 19.4% of all children and youth: 12.8% of Whites and 29.2% of African-Americans and Others. A

rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 22.0%, it was

12.9% in 1979 and 19.5% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 21.0% of children 0 5

(10.5% White, 39.0% African-American and Other), and 17.1% of children 6 17 (12.8% White, 23.3% African -

American and Other), lived in poverty; 15.9% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate

among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the

economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 39.2% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 4.3% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single-parent families made up

62.2% of all the county's children living in poverty.
In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty

threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.

Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 3,445 children ages 0-17 who were less

than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 2,095 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 602 8.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 1,350 19.4% 534 12.8% 816 29.2%

Under 125% 1,728 24.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 2,287 32.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 2,727 39.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 2,982 42.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 3,445 49.4% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 7,126 4,260 2,866

Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later n 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $39,323. In 1989 it was $37,408, and 1979, it

was $38,758, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single-parent families with children was
$19,274 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $51,379 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Union County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 0.6%.

Child Support Payments: There were 284' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 25.0 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 270,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 885 parents

in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 208. Information is not available regarding the

amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through

adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 64, or 17.4% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 96, or

26.1% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 51 or 21.3% of Whites and 45 or 35.4% of

African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 2 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 33 or 9.0% of all babies in the county were

born with low birthweight: 10.2% of African-American and Other babies and 8.3% of White babies. During 1999-2001,

approximately 22 or 1.9% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious complications:

1.0% of White babies and 3.4% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for each newborn low

birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $14,678 and $57,602 for each very low birthweight baby, compared

with $2,927 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $513,505 for all low birthweight

babies, of which $309,828 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 16.8% from

9.5 to 7.9 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 18.1% from 6.9 to 5.7 per 1000 live births, while for

African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 10.8% from 12.9 to 11.5 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year

period 1999-2001, 4 White and 5 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 5 White

and 7 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

9
Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 798



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Union County went to the emergency room 1,093 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,

and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 1 White and 2 African-American and Other children

ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 5 White and 3 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate

preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 56.6% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen

in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 1.8%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through

sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as

15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,

research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD eves

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thn

month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 274 to 410 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identith

for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 3 reported cases of children under age 15 and 16 youth ages lf.

19 infected with gonorrhea; 3 youth under 15 and 25 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi
undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl.

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 18.1% first smoked by age 11, 42.0% by age 13, and 56.2% by age 15. In a typical

month, 16.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 24.6% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much

more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 27.4% of White male and 29.1% of White female 7th to 12th graders used

cigarettes, as compared with 8.1% of African-American males and 10.3% of African American females. A smaller but
significant group of high school students (4.9%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(14.0% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).
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Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national

reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17

are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 713 children ar

youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.
Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi

work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an

many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.
Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron

bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen

(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).
Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 444 students in grades 1-

with learning disabilities and 200 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.
Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For

example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 2 in

Union County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form

of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5-9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in

the county there are 12% or 441 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment

and 8% or 294 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These

disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent

among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they

required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth

with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the

county, there are 573 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 365 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 938 uninsured children in Union County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,

this would suggest the need for 7 nurses, compared with 6 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Union County has increased by 128.2% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 46.6% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$7.8 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Union County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 3,322. The
total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 114 115 1 3 233
Children 1 - 5 446 511 5 35 997
Children 6 - 14 747 744 4 82 1,577
Children 15 - 18 256 253 0 6 515

Total 1,563 1,623 10 126 3,322

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requil
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical)

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, &hydration, at

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 35.7% for Whites and 43.8% f
African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci
skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

19 children not ready 4.8% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

35 children failing 8.8% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

69 children failing 17.3% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

91 children over-age 24.8% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
178 six and seven year olds and 192 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 23.0% and 24.0% of their age groups respectively: 21.8% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 27.5% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 4.8% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 24.8% over age in grade 3, and 24.0% of eight and nine year-olds
placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of success
in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The
following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious
handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 200 speech and language impaired, 444 learning disabled, 10 emotionally

disabled, 137 mentally impaired, and 111 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 18.2% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

96 students did not pass all parts 34.5% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?
During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in Union County who did not meet standards declined from 47.1% to 17% in math and from 54.4%
to 18.5% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 36.8% not meeting 8th grade math standards in
1998 and 36.3% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam E

comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 27.3% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 36.9% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 30.8% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 38.4% in 1990 and 28.9% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 52.5%, but in 2002 29.3% of 411 graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 44.4% in 1999 and 48.7% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,
geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 19.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 627 students below basic in grades 3-8
but there would have been an additional 153 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 29.3 25.9 24.6 43.9 28.4
4 30.4 21.9 22.0 43.9 37.5
5 47.1 44.9 33.1 60.3 61.2
6 42.0 38.2 24.8 60.3 61.4
7 53.6 47.4 35.7 66.3 71.9
8 53.0 43.2 35.8 74.6 74.1

Basic

3 43.9 35.2 44.7 39.4 61.2
4 41.1 45.7 40.7 34.1 42.5
5 37.4 33.6 45.7 33.3 32.9
6 40.8 40.0 52.2 29.4 33.3

7 28.3 30.2 34.8 22.5 22.9

8 37.3 43.2 48.5 25.4 22.2

Proficient

3 18.0 20.4 23.7 13.6 9.0

4 19.3 20.0 22.0 17.1 17.5
5 11.0 15.0 15.7 3.2 4.7
6 12.1 15.5 15.0 8.8 3.5
7 11.3 10.3 20.9 7.5 4.2
8 7.3 9.5 12.7 0.0 2.5

Advanced

3 8.7 18.5 7.0 3.0 1.5

4 9.2 12.4 15.4 4.9 2.5
5 4.5 6.5 5.5 3.2 1.2

6 5.2 6.4 8.0 1.5 1.8

7 6.9 12.1 8.7 3.8 1.0

8 2.4 4.2 3.0 0.0 1.2

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 19.7% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 473

students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 116 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 27.0 23.1 24.6 35.8 28.8
4 28.1 27.6 12.1 48.2 26.3
5 34.1 34.3 19.7 49.2 44.7
6 35.8 35.8 17.7 58.6 43.9
7 37.6 43.4 13.8 59.7 41.7
8 44.4 37.9 25.8 67.6 62.5

Basic

3 42.0 39.8 40.4 41.8 48.5
4 44.8 42.9 41.8 41.0 55.0
5 47.5 47.2 48.0 47.5 47.1
6 38.1 40.4 39.8 34.3 35.1

7 43.0 38.1 46.6 36.4 50.0
8 36.5 43.2 40.2 32.4 26.3

Proficient

3 29.0 35.2 32.5 20.9 21.2
4 25.9 28.6 42.9 10.8 18.8
5 17.3 17.6 30.7 3.3 7.1

6 21.8 18.3 37.2 5.7 17.5
7 18.2 17.7 36.2 3.9 8.3
8 16.9 17.9 28.8 0.0 11.3

Advanced

3 2.0 1.9 2.6 1.5 1.5
4 1.1 1.0 3.3 0.0 0.0
5 1.0 0.9 1.6 0.0 1.2
6 4.3 5.5 5.3 1.4 3.5
7 1.2 0.9 3.4 0.0 0.0
8 2.1 1.1 5.3 0.0 0.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

152 students drop out annually 36.6% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 31.2% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 26.1% during 1985-89, and 30.7%
during 1990-94, 35.4% during 1995-97 and 39.7% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 99.2% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
0.8% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 805



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a
GED. During 2001-02, 27 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 31

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective
school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 20.5% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not
completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 27.0% to 61.4%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation
necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK B EHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-
achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 10.5% 20.7% 32.3% 46.4% 81.4% 24.4%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 4.0% 12.6% 19.9% 26.1% 57.7% 14.3%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 4.9% 12.5% 22.3% 19.9% 60.6% 15.1%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

23.1% 24.7% 4.0% 4.2% 10.5% 17.0% 5.2% 8.0% 11.1% 13.6% 12.3%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.3% 6.9% 1.6% 2.1% 5.0% 11.0% 1.7% 4.8% 3.6% 5.8% 4.7%

Been in a fight with
someone? 36.9% 28.9% 15.8% 14.4% 40.7% 29.6% 32.2% 25.7% 29.5% 24.0% 26.9%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 3.0% 0.3% 8.2% 6.9% 6.2% 7.1% 18.2% 26.7% 8.2% 9.0% 8.6%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

6.9% 4.7% 7.5% 9.1% 11.3% 14.7% 7.8% 14.5% 8.0% 10.0% 9.0%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

30.1% 34.6% 16.1% 25.4% 28.2% 48.5% 29.5% 37.1% 24.9% 35.1% 29.8%

Been suspended
from school? 15.8% 12.5% 4.9% 8.9% 12.7% 23.8% 18.5% 17.1% 12.1% 14.5% 13.2%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.3% 11.7% 4.2% 8.1% 8.8% 12.5% 2.3% 3.7% 7.1% 9.1% 8.0%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 13.4% NA 12.3% NA 7.1% NA 5.8% NA 10.5% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 7.3% 1.3% 3.0% 4.7% 11.4% 2.4% 3.2% 2.9% 5.9% 4.4%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

12.7% 10.1% 16.1% 28.7% 9.8% 13.2% 17.4% 26.7% 14.3% 19.8% 16.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

5.9% 4.2% 4.8% 11.7% 3.4% 6.6% 4.2% 9.6% 4.8% 8.0% 6.3%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they
would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very
unlikely" to tell if they:

heard a student threaten to harm someone: 31.7% middle school, 45.0% high school;
- saw a student with a handgun at school: 27.3% middle school, 18.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 27.5% middle school, 27.4% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 34.1% middle school, 56.2% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 19.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 31.9% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 12, 27.3% had used it in the past month, compared with
27.9% of African-American males; likewise, 23.9% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 27.4%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 11.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 30.0% by age 13, and 60.4% by age 15.

During the previous year, 16.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 28.5% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 14.2% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 34.9% of eighth
graders and 73.1% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 68.6% of eighth graders and 67.8% of seniors felt there
was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 45.3% of eighth graders and 51.7% of high schoolers felt there was
not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 6.7% of 1h and 8th graders and 14.3% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
10.0% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 5.2% reported usually 5
more drinks. Among high school students, 14.0% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.6% 5 or me
Among seniors, 18.1% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.6% 5 or more; however 16.9% of seni
said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 8.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 15.2% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 12, use was reported by 15.7% of White males, 12.5% WI
females, 12.4% of African-American males, and 6.4% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 4.2% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 14.6% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by

15.
In the past year, 7.8% of all high school students in the county who drive and 10.8% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 16.1% of 8th graders who
had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 6.1% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 62.5% of seniors said it is
easy to get marijuana and 23.6% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 43 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 28 in 2000 and 29 in 2001. This represented 3.8% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 3.3% for
Whites and 4.7% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 72.4% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Union County has decreased by 35.4
Overall, it has decreased by 17.5% for Whites, and decreased by 46.6% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 193 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 10.9% were age 12 or younger, 32.1% were 13 or 14, and 57.0% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 3.5% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 44 juvenile cases constituting 13.9% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 30.4% lived in families with income under $10,000,
29.3% with $10,000-$19,999 and 40.3% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 18.7% of delinquents lived with both
natural parents, while 55.5% lived in a single parent household, 24.7% lived with other relatives, and 1.1% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
38.7% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 71.0% had at least one prior
referral and 32.6% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 3.9% had been referred by the age of 10, 7.7% by the age of 12, and 28.7% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 108 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 9.2% of all youth 15
to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging
in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 11 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.
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Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02

White Males AA&O Males White Females AA&O Females

Not in School or Employe& During 2000, 242 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked
any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 15.8% of their age group: 11.7% for White
and 21.8% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and
county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths: During 1997-2001, 14 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the

major cause, resulting in 9 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-

year period, and 2 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Union County. The 36.4% of
children in single-parent families, 19.4% in poverty, 39.7% not graduating from school, 31.9% of high school students
using alcohol and 15.2% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are

at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

82.6% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 59.0% are born to married parents, and 63.6% lived in
two-parent families; 80.6% were not poor and 50.6% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a

family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.0% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 95.2% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 47.0% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 55.6% for 8th grade reading, 65.5% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam n the 10th grade, and 60.3% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 68.1% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 84.8% do not use drugs, and 75.4% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 31.0% of

3rd graders and 19.0% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 26.7% of ..ird graders and

9.7% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.
Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the

critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the trust recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson@drss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazel(a,ogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes(@,ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291
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Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.org
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org



Union County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

1

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199

COEfE%
Low Birth Weight 2001 MEM 38 33 -5.7% -13.2% MED 8.3 9.0 23.9% 8.2% 7

White babies Mai MEI 11 20 +5.3% +81.8% 11.133111113MMIIIIED 112.0% Man
African American and Other babies if MMIIMI 27 13 -18.8% -51.9% IMICEMINEEMIEBINE133111010Nil

Less than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 269 184 96 +64.3% -47.8% 55.8 40.3 26.1 -53.2% - 35.2 %4 43

White babies aillIRMA 84 51 -69.8% -393% IMEMEEICIMEEMIEGICEINEDIS=
74.0 EIBMINEMEMEEI 37 6%.

African American and Other babies 2001 illiffE1 100 45 -68.3% -55.0%

Infant Mortality 2001 26 12 9 -65.4% -25.0% 1.9 0.9 0.8 58 0% - 16.8 %i 29

White babies MI 7 ...MI 5 4 -75.0% -20.0% W:1 0.7 0.6 MEISMILE1211111MI1
African American and Other babies 11=0.1111MI 7 5 -50.0% -28.6% flifijiMIEMENMEZO -10 8% ;MEM

Family
Births to mothers under 18 2001 38 33 22 -42.1% -33.3% 7.9 7.2 6.0 -23 9% -16 9% ME]

White babies IFIEMMIEEI 20 13 -31.6% -35.0% 6.6 7.1 5.4 MEDIMINEVE31111/W1
African American and Other babies WM 19 13 9 -52.6% -30.8% 9.9 7.4 7.1 28 4% IWO 7

Births to mothers under 20 2001 110 110 64 -41.8% -41.8% 22.8 24.1 17.4 -23.8% - 27.7%

White babies 2001 IMMICIMIEZIMEZZIMM 24.9 14.2 IMEMIMffial 40

African American and Other babies 2001 .111M11 40 30 -42.3% +25.0% =En 22.7 23.6 MEM 3.9% 26Mil'Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 UM 143 87 -56.1% -39.2% 11:111 31.3 23.6 - 42.5%

White babies 2001 107 94 51 -52.3% -45.7% 36.9 33.5 21.3 IrREMINEM 40

African American and Other babies 16:111111.21 49 36 -60.4% -26.5% 47.4 27.8 28.3 MEEEMMUSSMMUI
Births to single mothers* 2001 99 169 151 +52.5% -10.7% 20.5 37.0 41.0 99.6% 10 9% 11

White babies 11:01MIMI 52 65 +400.0% +25.0% MEIIMEEIMEIZINETEEINQUIt 7

African American and Other babies lirENNIMOI 117 86 +0.0% -26.5% 44.8 66.5 67.7 MEGIIIIMIMMEIM
'Children in single parent families 2000 1,384 1,711 2,134 +54.2% +24.7% 17.1 26.9 36.4 113 1% 35 4% =In

White 2000 516 624 855 +65-7% +37.0% INEOIMEMENIMEMMINEM 15

African American and Other 2000 867 1,087 1,279 +47.5% +17.7% MICEIMMENIMO 92.8% 24.9 %= 11

i

ducatio
\lot Ready for Grade 1 2001 193 106 19 90 2% -82.1% 35.9 23.7 4.8 -86.6% - 79.7 % 18

White males 2001 81 17 7 -78.8% -58.8% -74.2% 62.2% 4

White females 2001 MEM 22 2 -94.4% -90.9% r -92.2% - 87.0 %= 38

African American and Other males 2001 EM111 38 6 -90.6% -84.2% 50.8 36.9 6.3 -87.6% -82.9%
-83.4% MEMAfrican American and Other females 2001 111=33 29 4 -93.3% -86.2% 50.0 33.7 5.6 -88.8%

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 173 116 95 -45.1% -18.1% 33.0 26.4 21.4 -35.2% - 18.9 %i 43

White males 2000 MD 26 24 -50.0% -7.7% WU 22.6 20.0 -36.3% -11.5% 1111MrTh

White females 2000 NNIESIMMTWOO=IIIIMEEMOINIZEISWEN3 40

African American and Other males 2000 MINIIMEERRINENNEEEMZEI IWEI=EIMEECINEEIZINIMMIIIMEO
African American and Other females 2000 EMEEHME311111111253 39.3 26.5 24.4 MEZ2111111113.11=123

Grade 3 Math below standards 2002 ® 33 104 -21.8% +215.2% 26.0 8.1 29.3 12.7%
MEOCEMEIMMIEll

261.7% /1.11131

White males NEMIIIWW1 6 28 +0.0% +366.7% MEM 5.8 25.9

White females 2002 Rwil 6 28 +27.3% +366.7% IMIEDEIMUMEMIEMEMZIONINIE
INEEEE1111103111MOMICEMMIIIIIIII0
IffrEnarEIESEEZA

33.6 4.9 27.0

-21.5%
-19.6%

147.0% 11=1:1
451.0%.11MEI
696.6% 14

African American and Other males 2002 =En 9 29 -35.6% .222.2%
African American and Other females ElliiMIMI 12 19 -50.0% +58.3%

'Grade 3 Reading below standards `" 2002 172 20 96 -44.2% +380,0%

White males EMIMEM 3 25 -39.0% +733.3% 25.0 MIEEMINEE -7.6%

White females MIMI=El 3 28 +7.7% +833.3% 19.1 2.7 24.6 28.8% 811.1% 26

African American and Other males !EMEND 11 24 -63.1% +118.2% 60.7 12.6 35.8 -41.0% 184.1% 32

African American and Other females WITERIIIM:1 3 19 -52.5% +533.3%
-9.6%

MB
27.3

2.9
36.9

28.8
36.5

-24,4%
33.7%

893.1% 16

-1.1% 15
Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 121 156 141 +1a5%

M=12322 1998 44 37 +5.7% -15.9% MIEMINEMENBI 30.8% -8.7% 23

1998 12 15 18 +50.0% +20.0% DrINEXAMIra 39.8% 18.0% 11

African American and Other males 1998 48 57 42
44

-12.5%
+83.3%

-26.3%
+10.0%

NM 60.0 61.8
27.0 ManlIMM 106.3%

32

14.1% 6
African American and Other females 1998 40

*Year of data is approximate in many cases.
-1 is best, 46 is worst.
*** Data include paternity acknowledgements.
**** BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

Page 17

BEST COPY AVAIILAIBIL

810



Union County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued

Indicators Number Percent

Most 1980
Recent Year 1990*

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 212 71 202 -4.7% +184.5% 47.1 17 53.0 12.5% 211.8%

White males 2002 44 9 41 -6.8% +355.6% 32.1 7.6 43.2 34.6% 468.4%

White females 2002 51 15 48 -5.9% +220.0% 40.2 11.5 35.8 -10.9% 211.3%

African American and Other males 2002 50 22 53 +6.0% +140.9% 58.8 25.6 74.6 26.9% 191.4%

African American and Other females 2002 64 25 60 -6.3% +140.0% 66.7 30.1 74.1 11.1% 146.2%

Grade 8 Reading below state standards** 2002 245 77 168 -31.4% +118.2% 54.4 18.5 44.4 -18.4% 140.0%

White males 2002 61 15 36 -41.0% +140.0% 44.8 12.8 37.9 -15.4% 196.1%

White females 2002 52 15 34 -34.6% +126.7% 40.9 11.5 25.8 -36.9% 124.3%

African American and Other males 2002 63 28 48 -23.8% +71.4% 74.1 32.6 67.6 -8.8% 107.4%

African American and Other females 2002 67 19 50 -25.4% +163.2% 69.1 22.6 62.5 -9.6% 176.5%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 138 114 NA -17.4% NA 38.4 33.1 NA -13.8%

White males 1998 NA 32 NA NA NA NA 30.2 29.0 NA -4.0%

White females 1998 NA 32 NA NA NA NA 28.3 22.3 NA -21.2%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 38 NA NA NA NA 60.3 49.3 NA -18.2%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 36 NA NA NA NA 46.7 43.3 NA -7.3%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 177 102 96 -45.8% -5.9% 42.6 29.7 34.5 -19.0% 16.2%

White males 2002 50 22 20 -60.0% -9.1% 36.2 21.2 24.1 -33.4% 13.7%

White females 2002 36 12 26 -27.8% +116.7% 27.7 12.6 28.3 2.2% 124.6%

African American and Other males 2002 46 35 25 -45.7% -28.6% 63.0 50.0 52.1 -17.3% 4.2%

African American and Other females 2002 45 33 25 -44.4% -24.2% 60.8 44.0 45.5 -25.2% 3.4%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 115 124 152 +31.9% +22.8% 24.4 25.2 36.6 50.1% 45.4%

White males 2000-02 52 49 42 -19.2% -14.3% 33.5 31.9 34.5 2.9% 8.1%

White females 2000-02 37 26 46 +26.9% +81.7% 24.7 19.0 35.6 44.5% 87.3%

African American and Other males 2000-02 12 30 35 +207.2% +17.8% 14.4 29.7 40.0 178.3% 34.7%

African American and Other females 2000-02 15 19 28 +86.7% +47.4% 16.9 18.7 37.8 124.5% 102.1%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 1,438 1,011 760 -47.1% -24.8% 39.3 34.8 20.5 -47.8% -41.0%

White males NA 482 325 NA NA NA 39.3 34.2 NA NA NA

White females NA 386 268 NA NA NA 33.8 27.3 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 300 242 NA NA NA 47.7 48.4 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 270 176 NA NA NA 40.6 36.8 NA NA NA

economics
Poverty Rate 2000 1,132 1,641 1,350 +19.3% -17 7% 12.9 22.0 19.4 50.4% -11.8%

White children 2000 391 626 534 +36.6% -14.7% 7.1 13.7 12.8 80.3% -6.6%

African American and Other children 2000 741 1,015 816 +10.1% - 19.6 %; 22.5 34.8 29.2 30.0% -16.0%

Income of Families w/children (1999 $) 2000 $ 38,758 $ 37,408 $ 39,323 +1.5% 5.1% NA NA NA NA NA

White families 2000 $ 41,227 $ 41,731 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

African American and Other families 2000 $ 32,936 $ 28,383 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Factors
Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 55 45 29 -47.3% -35.6% 5.0 4.9 3.8 -24.0% -22.4%

White 2001 29 26 15 -48.3% -42.3% 4.2 4.6 3.3 -21.4% -28.3%

African American and Other 2001 26 19 14 -46.2% -26.3% 6.3 5.6 4.7 -25.9% -16.1%

Delinquency 2002 80 91 108 +35.0% +18.7% 5.0 7.1 9.2 84.6% 30.0%

White males 2002 33 36 29 -12.1% -19.4% 6.7 9.8 8.3 23.7% -15.5%

White females 2002 t 11 13 36 +227.3% +176.9% 2.2 3.3 10.6 381.3% 220.9%

African American and Other males 2002 23 36 30 +30.4% -16.7% 7.7 13.8 12.0 55.8% -13.0%

African American and Other females 2002 13 6 13 +0.0% +116.7% 4.2 2.4 5.7 34.6% 135.5%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
**BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 10,661 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 2,579 were White, 7,951

were African-American, and 131 were other races. There were 11,980 children under age 18 in 1990, 13,765 in 1980,

15,095 in 1970, and 20,969 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 28.6% of the

population in 2000, down from 51.2% in 1960, 44.1% in 1970, and 36.0% in 1980.

In 2000 the 3,077 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.3% of the overall population: 6.7% of Whites and 9.0% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 1.2% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 0.7% and Asian Alone at

0.2% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 34.5% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 53.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers : In 2001, 34 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 6.3% of

all babies born in the county; 3.1% of all White and 7.3% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 97.1% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2001, 92 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 17.0% of all born in the

county; 8.5% of all White and 19.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20.

Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 92.4% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.

812
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 111 babies, 20.6% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,

21.5% of White and 20.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 55.0% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 42.3% had completed 12
grades (36.2% of Whites and 44.3% of African Americans and Others) and 37.1% had more than a high school degree

(42.3% of Whites and 35.5% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 269
babies, 49.8% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 39.1%

and in 1960 it was 15.7%. In 2001, 7.7% of White children and 63.2% of African-American and Other children were born

to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.
Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 36 babies, 6.7% of all born in 2001, whose fathers

formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are added,

the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 305, constituting 56.5% of all babies, 13.8% of White babies, and

70.0% of African-American and Others.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

1960

Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*

1970 1980 1990 2001

AA8,0

0 Total
AWhite

*Includes paternity acknowleged babies i n 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity
acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single

mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 233 marriage licenses were issued, while 92 divorce decrees involving 63 children

were filed. In 1970, only 6 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single- parent families. In 2000, 3,479 children

lived with only one parent. This was 40.4% of all children, up from 30.1% in 1990, 20.2% in 1980, and 14.9% in 1970. In

2000, 15.2% of White and 50.0% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

785 or 38.9% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 13.5% of White and 51.1% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family fmancial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 66.5% of mothers with children under 6 and 68.7% withchildren 6 - 17 were in the labor force. This has increased

substantially from 1960 when 36.0% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
60.6% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 2,092 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities* in the county, 65.4% of these are in licensed

programs and 34.6% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 53.3% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than

12 children, 34.4% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 9.1% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 3.2% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 55.08 for centers and $ 53.89 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 50% of centers with

pre-school staff and 75% of centers with assistant pre-school staff reportpaying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-

$8 per hour are 37.5% of centers with pre-school staff and 25% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers

with limited education. In 62.5% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 50% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 37.5% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare

homes, 63.9% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 11.1% have less than a high

school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 150 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 30.1% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

43.3% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 13.0% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 7.7% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 678 or 6.4% of all children lived with relatives, 117 or 1.1% lived with

non-relatives, 12 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 18 or 0.2% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 118 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect

involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 56 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 8.6% for physical abuse, 0.0% for sexual abuse, 1.7% for mental injury,

41.4% for physical neglect, 0.0% for educational neglect, 0.0% for medical neglect, 48.3% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 0.0% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 122 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 51.6% were male, 48.4% were female; 13.1% were White, 86.9% were African-American and

Other. By age, 39.7% were ages 0 - 5, 43.8% were ages 6 - 12, and 16.5% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

19.7% of the children lived in two-parent families, 61.5% in single parent families, 14.8% with unmarried couples, and

4.1% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 47 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 5.2 years. The ages of children in foster care were 17.0% 0-2, 10.6% 3-5, 17.0% 6-10, 19.2%

11-13, and 36.2% 14 and above. The foster care population is 44.7% males and 55.3% females. Regarding their future,

19.2% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 27.7% for return to a parent or guardian, 10.6% for placement

with a relative, 19.2% for independent living, 23.4% for permanent foster care, and 0.0% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.49 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 0.95 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.

I" Debrrn 1 314 BEST COPY AVAILABLE



ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary

for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 3,844 children and youth under the age of 18 lved in 1,830 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 36.2% of all children and youth: 18.8% of Whites and 41.8% of African-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 36.1%, it was

33.9% in 1979 and 56.4% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 36.7% of children 0 - 5

(28.0% White, 39.6% African-American and Other), and 36.0% of children 6 - 17 (14.2% White, 42.7% African-
American and Other), lived in poverty; 25.9% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate

among the elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the

economic status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 58.1% of children in single-parent families lived in

poverty, but only 20.3% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up

84.8% of all the county's children living in poverty.
In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty

threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 6,703 children ages 0-17 who were less

than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 2,859 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 1,767 16.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 3,844 36.2% 483 18.8% 3,361 41.8%

Under 125% 4,747 44.7% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 5,454 51.4% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 6,221 58.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 6,454 60.8% NA NA NA NA

Under 200% 6,703 63.2% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 10,661 2,579 8,082
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $35,923. In 1989 it was $34,790, and 1979, it

was $33,197, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single -parent families with children was

$17,221 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $47,286 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, Williamsburg County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) increased by 5.0%.

Child Support Payments: There were 506' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 26.5 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 245,

including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 978 parents

in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 186. Information is not available regarding the

amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health

requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through

adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care: Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 209, or 38.7% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 229,

or 42.4% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 36 or 27.7% of Whites and 193 or 47.1% of

African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 9 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 87 or 16.1% of all babies in the county

were born with low birthweight: 18.5% of African-American and Other babies and 8.5% of White babies. During 1999-

2001, approximately 61 or 3.7% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious

complications: 2.2% of White babies and 4.3% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for

each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 2001 was $10,408 and $97,068 for each very low birthweight

baby, compared with $1,952 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,774,798 for

all low birthweight babies, of which $1,490,144 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate increased by 29.2% from

13.7 to 17.7 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 38.9% from 7.8 to 4.8 per 1000 live births, while for

African-Americans and Others the rate increased 40.4% from 15.8 to 22.2 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year period

1999-2001, 2 White and 27 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 4 White and

23 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year. 131



Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the Williamsburg County went to the emergency room 1,260 times because of injuries. Boys are injured
more often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,

and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 3 White and 7 African-American and Other children

ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 2 White and 12 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 59.1% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were
not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B
and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen

in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 18.2%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through

sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as

15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,

research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a thrt

month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 434 to 651 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either not identifit

for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 4 reported cases of children under age 15 and 75 youth ages lf.

19 infected with gonorrhea; 7 youth under 15 and 112 ages 15 19 were reported infected with chlamydia. Youth wi

undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the state during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 16.7% first smoked by age 11, 36.3% by age 13, and 51.4% by age 15. In a typical

month, 17.1% of 7th and 8th graders and 25.3% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much

more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 26.4% of White male and 27.2% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 18.9% of African-American males and 12.2% of African American females. A smaller but

significant group of high school students (5.4%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(15.9% compared with 1.1% of all other race and sex groups).

Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-

taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. 8 17



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national
reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17
are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development:
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 1,066 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

- 3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an
many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.

Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more
these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron
bronchitis), 0.5 - 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen
(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).

Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 467 students in grades 1-
with learning disabilities and 165 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.

Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For
example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 16 in

Williamsburg County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form
of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and 5.9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 701 seriously emotionally disturbed 9-17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 467 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator
of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"
in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth
with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 1,114 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 393 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 1,507 uninsured children in Williamsburg County. The number
lacking basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are
often dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the
county, this would suggest the need for 8 nurses, compared with 0 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in Williamsburg County has increased by 77.8% from June 1997 to June 2001;
thus Medicaid and PHC were serving 63.2% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be
$15.8 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of Williamsburg County children, birth through 18, enrolled n Medicaid was
6,736. The total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 61 345 2 7 415

Children 1 - 5 217 1,536 12 58 1,823

Children 6 - 14 319 2,808 11 106 3,244

Children 15 - 18 124 1,107 5 18 1,254

Total 721 5,796 30 189 6,736

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requii
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typicall
have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke

below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 34.7% for Whites and 24.3% f

African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soci

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

84 children not ready 15.8% children not ready

Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

97 children failing 18.1% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

137 children failing 26.4% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000

70%-"
60%-
50%-
40 %-

30.3% 28.7% 26.9%

30 %- / V 16.2%

20 %-
10%-
0%

Wifte AA&O White AA&O
Males Males Females Females

Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

129 children over-age 30.7% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,

140 six and seven year olds and 152 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,

approximately 15.2% and 16.0% of their age groups respectively: 17.1% of White 8 9 year olds were in special

education and 15.9% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 15.8% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 30.7% over age in grade 3, and 16.0% of eight and nine year-

olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in

combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious

handicapping conditions and a large number of students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been

accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 165 speech and language impaired, 467 learning disabled, 15 emotionally

disabled, 544 mentally impaired, and 27 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 19.9% of all students in grades 1 - 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

147 students did not pass all parts 44.7% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage

of 8th grade students in Williamsburg County who did not meet standards declined from 86.1% to 29.8% in math and

from 75% to 24.8% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 47.1% not meeting 8th grade math
standards in 1998 and 44.9% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam
is comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first

year data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 38.7% in 1983 on the

CTBS, 41.8% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 33.3% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the

bottom quarter was 41.6% in 1990 and 49.5% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 55.8%, but in 2002 38.9% of 4h graders were below basic in reading

and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 58.5% in 1999 and 50.8% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math

and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,

geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased

by 25.5% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 932 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 319 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

0
3rd I 8th 3rd I 8th 3rd 8th 3rd I 8th

Total WM WF AA&OM

821

3rd I 8th

AA&OF

0 1999

0 2002



Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 28.5 35.3 8.3 34.9 23.2

4 43.2 61.1 57.1 44.6 39.3

5 49.5 40.9 31.6 56.1 44.7

6 44.7 42.1 43.5 48.5 41.7

7 60.6 57.1 41.2 63.9 58.6

8 49.2 47.8 18.2 57.5 43.1

Basic

3 36.6 23.5 33.3 34.9 39.4

4 43.6 22.2 28.6 40.4 49.8

5 39.5 59.1 42.1 35.3 41.7

6 44.3 36.8 34.8 43.9 46.1

7 26.7 28.6 35.3 24.2 28.9

8 42.2 43.5 54.5 34.4 48.7

Proficient

3 24.5 29.4 33.3 22.2 25.6

4 10.3 11.1 14.3 12.7 7.6

5 8.2 0.0 21.1 6.3 10.1

6 8.7 5.3 21.7 6.1 10.2

7 8.2 4.8 17.6 7.4 8.8

8 6.5 8.7 18.2 5.9 6.2

Advanced

3 10.5 11.8 25.0 7.9 11.8

4 2.9 5.6 0.0 2.3 3.3

5 2.8 0.0 5.3 2.3 3.5

6 2.2 15.8 0.0 1.5 1.9

7 4.4 9.5 5.9 4.5 3.8

8 2.2 0.0 9.1 2.2 2.1

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 19.4% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 793

students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 191 at 1999 performance rates.

Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 30.6 35.3 33.3 39.7 21.7

4 34.6 58.8 35.7 46.3 20.9

5 45.2 36.4 36.8 56.1 34.8

6 44.5 36.8 34.8 54.0 37.4

7 45.8 47.4 35.3 53.4 37.8

8 52.4 43.5 27.3 63.2 44.6

Basic

3 40.1 58.8 33.3 33.3 45.3

4 52.0 29.4 42.9 43.5 63.0

5 45.2 54.5 36.8 38.0 53.0

6 38.7 47.4 26.1 32.8 44.7

7 45.2 42.1 23.5 39.9 52.9

8 38.6 43.5 45.5 32.4 43.6

Proficient

3 27.3 5.9 33.3 25.4 30.5

4 13.4 11.8 21.4 10.3 16.1

5 9.3 9.1 26.3 5.9 11.6

6 16.1 15.8 39.1 13.1 16.5

7 9.0 10.5 41.2 6.7 9.2

8 8.2 8.7 27.3 4.3 10.8

Advanced

3 1.9 0.0 0.0 1.6 2.5

4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

5 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5

6 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.5

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

8 0.7 4.3 0.0 0.0 1.0

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

233 students drop out annually 43.6% students drop out
*
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Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 33.9% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 35.6% during 1985-89, and 36.1%

during 1990-94, 43.6% during 1995-97 and 41.7% during 1998-2000***.
During 2001-02, 97.6% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining

2.4% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

*12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 823



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 81 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 42

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 20.9% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not

completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 28.5% to 60.6%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation

necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK BEHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-

achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 13.3% 22.4% 31.7% 42.8% 63.6% 25.3%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 12.4% 17.3% 22.6% 26.8% 43.5% 18.9%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 11.5% 17.1 % 25.1% 34.1 `)/0 53.0% 20.0%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

22.5% 26.1% 5.3% 6.3% 14.6% 20.2% 5.0% 7.6% 12.2% 14.9% 13.7%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

6.8% 9.4% 1.3% 1.6% 9.0% 13.9% 3.0% 5.0% 4.8% 6.9% 5.9%

Been in a fight with
someone? 40.1% 31.3% 18.5% 16.2% 41.4% 31.9% 29.4% 22.4% 31.7% 24.9% 28.0%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 2.0% 1.6% 6.9% 10.0% 5.7% 4.9% 17.7% 24.2% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

7.1% 6.1% 6.1% 8.5% 11.5% 9.7% 9.5% 10.6% 8.1% 8.5% 8.3%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

38.1% 37.3% 22.4% 25.0% 41.6% 37.6% 34.3% 30.7% 33.3% 32.1% 32.7%

Been suspended
from school? 12.9% 13.9% 5.2% 7.2% 24.0% 22.6% 14.8% 15.4% 13.1% 13.8% 13.5%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 12.9% 17.6% 6.9% 10.7% 14.2% 15.6% 8.5% 8.4% 10.4% 13.1% 11.9%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 14.3% NA 12.6% NA 7.7% NA 6.3% NA 11.0% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 3.9% 6.1% 1.5% 2.7% 5.7% 8.1% 2.2% 2.9% 3.2% 4.7% 4.0%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.8% 15.9% 21.8% 29.0% 14.0% 13.3% 22.0% 24.8% 18.2% 21.4% 19.9%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

6.9% 8.4% 9.6% 14.3% 5.5% 5.4% 6.8% 8.7% 7.4% 9.7% 8.7%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they

would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of state students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 33.2% middle school, 47.0% high school;

-saw a student with a handgun at school: 22.7% middle school, 20.5% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 24.7% middle school, 31.6% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 33.7% middle school, 61.9% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the state during 2001-02, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 37.1% of high schoolers said they

had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 33.8% had used it in the past month, compared with

26.0% of African-American males; likewise, 34.5% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 26.4%

of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.2% had used alcohol by age 11 or

younger, 33.0% by age 13, and 61.1% by age 15.
During the previous year, 21.0% of 7th and 8th graders and 30.4% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a

drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 19.4% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the

ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 43.6% of eighth

graders and 75.4% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 71.6% of eighth graders and 70.7% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 47.3% of eighth graders and 53.1% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:* In 2001-02, 7.7% of 7th and 8th graders and 18.9% of high school students in the state repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually concur

13.7% of all state students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 7.1% reported usually 5

more drinks. Among high school students, 18.6% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.0% 5 or am

Among seniors, 24.7% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 13.7% 5 or more; however 22.9% of seni

said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 9.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 20.1% of high schoolers in the state reported using ille:
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 20.1% of White males, 16.4% WI

females, 17.1% of African-American males, and 8.3% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug 1

at an early age: 5.3% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 16.3% had used a drug by age 13, and 34.7% by ;

15.
In the past year, 10.3% of all high school students in the state who drive and 15.4% of seniors who drive said that

they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 22.3% of 8th graders who

had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 8.4% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 65.0% of seniors said it is

easy to get marijuana and 29.5% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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Schools in the county elected not to participate in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-

taking. Therefore, data for all of South Carolina is presented here. The latest Williamsburg County data, for 1992-93, is available on

the Kids Count website at www.sckidscount.org. 825



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior

Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001

showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse

before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of

females and 50% of males in the 11th and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.

Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 38 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 37 in 2000 and 40 in 2001. This represented 3.3% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several

times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 1.4% for

Whites and 3.9% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 85.0% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in Williamsburg County has decreased by 37.4

Overall, it has decreased by 64.1% for Whites, and decreased by 31.6% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 103 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor

for delinquency; of these, 7.8% were age 12 or younger, 34.0% were 13 or 14, and 58.3% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 11.3% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug

trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 41 juvenile cases constituting 27.3% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include

truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.
Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 62.5% lived in families with income under $10,000,

31.3% with $10,000-$19,999 and 6.3% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 16.5% of delinquents lived with both

natural parents, while 53.2% lived in a single parent household, 27.8% lived with other relatives, and 2.5% in other

situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:

32.4% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 60.2% had at least one prior

referral and 20.4% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -

17 years old, 6.4% had been referred by the age of 10, 9.6% by the age of 12, and 21.3% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 59 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 3.2% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.

Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 13 juveniles committed from the

county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

30%-7

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 272 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 11.3% of their age group: 9.3% for White and

11.9% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either

school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition

from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths: During 1997-2001, 14 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the

major cause, resulting in 6 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 3 youth 15 to 19 years old during the five-

year period, and 1 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,

and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in Williamsburg County. The
40.4% of children in single-parent families, 36.2% in poverty, 41.7% not graduating from school, 37.1% of high school
students using alcohol and 20.1% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many
children are at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community

citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of

children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One

simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

83.0% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 43.5% are born to married parents, and 59.6% lived in
two-parent families; 63.8% were not poor and 36.8% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a

family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 83.9% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 84.2% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 50.8% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 47.6% for 8th grade reading, 55.3% passed

all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 58.3% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 62.9% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 79.9% do not use drugs, and 74.7% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 29.2% of

3rd graders and 8.9% of 8th graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 35.0% of 3'd graders and 8.7%

of r graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.
Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate

influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South

Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the

top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www.sckidscount.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for

improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilson(aArss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmesP,ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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Williamsburg County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

I

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980 1990
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80 -pies

Percent
Change
90 -pies

1980 Rank 199,

GO2Efia
Low Birth Weight 2001 64 70 87 35.9% +24.3% 8.3 11.0 16.1 93.2% 46.1% 19

White babies 2001 12 8 11 -8.3% +37.5% 5.5 4.7 8.5 54.5% 80.6% 18

African American and Other babies 2001 52 62 76 +46.2% +22.6% 9.5 13.3 18.5 95.3% 39.0% 9

.ess than Adequate Prenatal Care 2001 334 230 229 +31.4% -0.4% 43.5 36.2 42.4 -2.5% 17.1% 29

White babies 2001 51 44 36 -29.4% -18.2% 23.2 25.9 27.7 19.4% 7,0% 13

African American and Other babies 2001 V 283 186 193 -31.8% +3.8% 51.6 40.0 47.1 -8.8% 17.7 %' 18

Infant Mortality 2001 I 47 27 29 -38.3% +7.4% 2.1 1.4 1.8 -14.8% 29.2% 34

White babies 2001 5 4 2 -60.0% -50.0% 0.9 0.8 0.5 -45.7% -38.9% I 5

African American and Other babies 2001 42 23 27 -35.7% +17.4% 2.5 1.6 2.2 -10.7% 40.4% 31

Vadr
Births to mothers under 18 2001 67 48 34 -49 3% -29.2% 8.7 7.6 6.3 -27.8% -16 7% 19

White babies 2001 13 10 4 -69.2% -60.0% 5.9 5.9 3.1 -47.5% -47.3% 25

African American and Other babies 2001 54 38 30 -44.4% -21.1% 9.9 8.2 7.3 -25.7% -10.5% 6

Births to mothers under 20 2001 157 123 92 -41.4% -25.2% 20.4 19.4 17.0 -16.8% -12.2% 21

White babies 2001 40 25 11 -72.5% +56.0% 18.2 14.7 8.5 -53.3% -42.2% 34

African American and Other babies 2001 117 98 81 -30.8% +17.3% 21.4 21.1 19.8 -7.5% -6.3% 6

Births to mothers with less than a high school
education

2001 232 153 111 -52.2% -27.5% 30.2 24.1 20.6 -31.8% -14.5% 11

White babies 2001 62 50 28 -54.8% -44.0% 28.2 29.4 21.5 -23.7% -26.9% 23

African American and Other babies 2001 170 103 83 -51.2% -19.4% 31.0 22.2 20.2 -34.7% -8.6 %4 32

Births to single mothers- 2001 231 264 305 +32.0% +15.5% 30.1 41.6 56.5 87.8% 35.9 %' 33

White babies 2001 12 20 18 +50.0% -10.0% 5.5 11.8 13.8 153.0% 17.3% 15

African American and Other babies 2001 219 244 287 +31.1% +17.6% 40.0 52.5 70.0 75.2% 33.4% 6

Children in single parent families 2000 2,479 2,900 3,479 +40.3% +20.0% 20.2 30.1 40.4 100.1% 34.3% 28

White 2000 310 294 360 +16.1% +22.4% 7.6 10.3 15.2 100.3% 47.8% 6

African American and Other 2000 2,166 2,601 3,119 +44.0% +19.9% 25.9 38.5 50.0 93.0% 29.8% 34

Not Ready for Grade 1 2001 304 548 84 -72.4% -68.1% 45.7 34.6 15.8 -08.4% -54.3% 35

White males 2001 1B 12 2 -88.9% -83.3% 33.3 21.8 8.3 -75.1% -61.9% 28

White females 2001 15 6 3 -80.0% -50.0% 25.9 21.4 11.5 -55.6% -46.3% 39

African American and Other males 2001 154 141 52 -66.2% -63.1% 52.7 41.2 19.2 -63.6% -53.4% 20

African American and Other females 2001 117 89 27 -76.9% -69.7% 44.8 30.5 12.7 -71.7% -58.4% 18

Repeating Grades 1-3 2000 44 255 134 +204.5% -47.5% 6.8 41.8 23.4 244.1% -44.0% 2

White males 2000 4 18 10 +150.0% -44.4% 6.2 43.3 30.3 388.7% -30.0% 2

White females 2000 2 7 7 +250.0% +0.0% 3.3 20.2 26.9 715.2% 33.2%, 5

African American and Other males 2000 25 147 76 +204.0% -48.3% 9.1 53.5 28.7 215.4% -46.4% 2

African American and Other females 2000 12 83 40 +233.3% -51.8% 4.8 31.9 16.2 237.5% -49.2% 2

Grade 3 Math below standards" 2002 360 116 120 -66.7% +3.4% 55.2 21.5 28.5 -48.4% 32.6% 43

White males 2002 15 1 6 -60.0% +500.0% 23.1 3.6 35.3 52.8% 880.6% 5

White females 2002 22 4 1 -95.5% -75.0% 36.7 12.5 8.3 -77.4% -33.6% 42

African American and Other males 2002 175 63 66 -62.3% +4.8% 65.5 25.3 34.9 -46.7% 37.9% 38

African American and Other females 2002 140 48 47 -66.4% -2.1% 56.9 21.0 23.2 -59.2% 10.5% 35

Grade 3 Reading below standards**** 2002 322 70 129 -59.9% +84.3% 49.4 12.9 30.6 -38.1% 137.2% 41

White males 2002 24 1 6 -75.0% +500.0% 36.9 3.6 35.3 -4.3% 880.6% 38

White females 2002 14 - 4 -71.4% NA 23.3 33.3 42.9% NA 34

African American and Other males 2002 161 48 75 -53.4% +663% 60.3 19.3 39.7 -34.2% 105.7% 31

African American and Other females 2002 116 20 44 -62.1% +120.0% 47.1 8.7 21.7 -53.9% 149.4% 36

Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT Grade 4 1998 225 223 72 -68.0% -67.7% 38.7 41.8 19.8 -48.8% -52.6% 34

White males 1998 15 5 3 -80.0% -40.0% 25.9 17.9 14.3 -44.8% -20.1% 27

White females 1998 7 6 2 -71.4% -66.7% 15.9 18.8 11.1 -30.2% -41.0% 24

African American and Other males 1998 116 128 38 -67.2% -70.3% 51.1 52.2 24.5 -52.1% -53.1% 19

African American and Other females 1998 84 81 29 -65.5% -64.2% 33.6 36.3 17.2 -48.8% -52.6% 16

A
Year of data is approximate in many cases.

"1 is best, 46 is worst.
Data include paternity acknowledgements.

"" BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002

is
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Williamsburg County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education continued+

Indicators Number Percent

Most
Recent Yeah

1980* 1990'
Most

Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres
1980 1990

Most
Recent

Percent
Change 80-

pres

Percent
Change 90-

pres

Grade 8 Math below state standards** 2002 606 136 204 -66.3% +50.0% 86.1 29.8 49.2 -42.9% 65.1%

White males 2002 39 5 11 -71.8% +120.0% 70.9 11.6 47.8 -32.6% 312.1%

White females 2002 40 3 2 -95.0% -33.3% 62.5 13.6 18.2 -70.9% 33.8%

African American and Other males 2002 269 67 107 -60.2% +59.7% 89.7 33.3 57.5 -35.9% 72.7%

African American and Other females 2002 256 61 84 -67.2% +37.7% 90.5 32.3 43.1 -52.4% 33.4%

I Grade 8 Reading below state standards" 2002 528 113 217 -58.9% +92.0% 75.0 24.8 52.4 -30.1% 111.3%

White males 2002 31 6 10 -67.7% +66.7% 56.4 14.0 43.5 -22.9% 210.7%

White females 2002 25 4 3 -88.0% -25.0% 39.1 18.2 27.3 -30.2% 50.0%

African American and Other males 2002 250 59 117 -53.2% +98.3% 83.3 29.4 63.2 -24.1% 115.0%

African American and Other females 2002 220 44 87 -60.5% +97.7% 78.0 23.3 44.6 -42.8% 91.4%

Grade 9 Bottom Quartile Stanford/MAT 1998 NA 229 237 NA +3.5% NA 41.6 47.7 NA 14.7%

White males 1998 NA 6 NA NA NA NA 21.4 40.9 NA 91.1%

White females 1998 NA 6 NA NA NA NA 24 44.4 NA 85.0%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 10 NA NA NA NA 46.1 55.5 NA 20.4%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 116 NA NA NA NA 41.7 41.5 NA -0.5%

Exit Exam (not passing all parts on 1st
attempt)

2002 367 185 147 -59.9% -20.5% 72.1 46.7 44.7 -38.0% -4.3%

White males 2002 15 5 2 -86.7% -60.0% 36.6 22.7 18.2 -50.3% -19.8%

White females 2002 16 5 4 -75.0% -20.0% 45.7 26.3 21.1 -53.8% -19.8%

African American and Other males 2002 175 92 66 -62.3% -28.3% 78.5 54.1 53.2 -32.2% -1.7%

African American and Other females 2002 160 83 75 -53.1% -9.6% 76.6 44.9 42.9 -44.0% -4.5%

Dropout Rate (8th graders no longer enrolled
in 12th grade 4 years later)

2000-02 327 252 233 -28.7% -7.4% 43.4 37.3 43.6 0.4% 16.9%

White males 2000-02 39 36 13 -65.8% -63.0% 56.5 56.3 56.3 -0.3% 0.2%

White females 2000-02 41 14 7 -82.9% -48.1% 57.7 40.3 50.0 -13.4% 24.1%

African American and Other males 2000-02 134 118 132 -1.7% +12.1% 42.1 38.2 51.4 22.1% 34.6%

African American and Other females 2000-02 113 85 81 -28.3% -4.1% 38.3 31.4 33.6 -12.3% 7.2%

Young Adults Not Completing High School
(18-24)

2000 1,290 1,340 871 -32.5% -35.0% 28.5 36.2 20.9 -26.7% -42.3%

White males NA 236 179 NA NA NA 33.4 30.8 NA NA NA

White females NA 180 227 NA NA NA 23.7 37.6 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 473 497 NA NA NA 33.7 40.9 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 401 437 NA NA NA 24.3 33.6 NA NA NA

Poverty Rate
White children
African American and Other children

Income of Families w/children (1999 $)
White families
African American and Other families

2000
2000

474 345
4,190 3,902

2000 j $ 33,197 $ 34,790
2000 $ 43,926 $ 46,161

26,178 $ 27,820

3,844 -17.8%
483 +1.9% +40.0% 11.6 11.3 18.8 62.1%

3,361 -19.8% -13.9% 43.4 44.8 41.8 -3.8%

$ 35,923 +8.2% +3.3% NA NA NA NA

NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Adolescent Gke3 Factors

0.3%
66.4%
-6.8%

NA
NA
NA

Teenage Pregnancy (ages 14-17) 2001 84 55 40 -52.4% -27.3% 5.4 4.0 3.3 -38.3% -17.5%

White 2001 14 11 4 -71.4% -63.6% 3.0 3.1 1.4 -53.0% -54.8%

African American and Other 2001 70 44 36 -48.6% -18.2% 6.4 4.3 3.9 -38.7% -9.3%

Delinquency 2002 32 68 59 +84.4% -13.2% 1.4 3.4 3.2 129.0% -5.7%

White males 2002 6 8 4 -33.3% -50.0% 1.9 3.0 1.8 -4.3% -39.4%

White females 2002 1 3 4 +300.0% +33.3% 0.3 1.1 2.0 566.7% 81.8%

African American and Other males 2002 21 42 32 +52.4% -23.8% 2.6 5.7 4.5 73.3% -20.9%

African American and Other females 2002 4 15 19 +375.0% +26.7% 0.5 2.1 2.7 442.9% 29.3%

*Closest available data to this year was used in many cases.
"BSAP for 1980 and 1990, PACT for 2002
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York County

DEMOGRAPHICS

In 2000 there were an estimated 43,284 children under age 18 in the county. Of these, 31,325 were White, 9,801

were African-American, and 2,158 were other races. There were 34,072 children under age 18 in 1990, 32,379 in 1980,

30,755 in 1970, and 32,538 in 1960.
Children represent a shrinking portion of the county's population. Those under 18 constituted 26.3% of the

population in 2000, down from 41.3% in 1960, 36.1% in 1970, and 30.3% in 1980.

In 2000 the 13,452 pre-schoolers under age 6 were 8.2% of the overall population: 7.6% of Whites and 9.3% of

African Americans.

Figure 1: Population Ages 0-17 in 2000

* In all charts African-American is combined with other races, and often abbreviated as AA&O. Other

races comprise 5.0% of children in the county, with "two or more races" at 1.6% and American
Indian and Alaska Native Alone at 1.2% as the largest Other groups.

FAMILY

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for

material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many

families now face exceptional challenges.
Families with children now make up a smaller share of all households. Only 35.4% of all households in 2000, as

compared with 49.0% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers: In 2001, 107 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 4.6% of

all babies born in the county; 3.5% of all White and 7.6% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen

mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2001, 92.5% were born to single mothers, including

babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had notmarried the mothers.

In 2001, 324 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20. These babies were 13.9% of all born in the

county; 11.2% of all White and 21.4% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of

20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2001, 85.5% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledeged

babies.
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Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents.

In 2001, 473 babies, 20.2% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2001,

18.9% of White and 24.3% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the

12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 48.0% in 1970. In addition, during 2001, 33.9% had completed 12

grades (30.6% of Whites and 43.4% of African Americans and Others) and 45.9% had more than a high school degree

(50.6% of Whites and 32.4% of African American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers : Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2001, 652

babies, 27.9% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 28.7%

and in 1960 it was 12.5%. In 2001, 17.2% of White children and 58.7% of African-American and Other children were

born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowlegement births.
Thus, to these numbers should be added an additional group of 203 babies, 8.7% of all born in 2001, whose fathers

formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers. When the paternity-acknowledged babies are added,

the total number born to single mothers in 2001 was 855, constituting 36.6% of all babies, 26.1% of White babies, and

66.7% of African-American and Others.
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Figure 2: Births to Single Mothers*
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*Includes paternity acknowleged babies in 1980, 1990 and 2001. Prior to 1979, paternity

acknowleged cases were not a statistical category, and thus were included in births to single

mothers.

Divorce Rate: In 2001, 1,906 marriage licenses were issued, while 369 divorce decrees involving 292 children

were filed. In 1970, only 235 children were in families involved in divorce.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 9,969 children

lived with only one parent. This was 26.0% of all children, up from 21.9% in 1990, 16.8% in 1980, and 14.0% in 1970. In

2000, 17.4% of White and 52.1% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000,

2,426 or 23.4% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 14.2% of White and 51.6% of African American and

Other pre-schoolers.

Figure 3: Children Under 18 in Single Parent Families
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Parents Working and Child Care: Increasingly, parents must divide their time between children and
employers. In order to meet family financial needs, most parents must work and thus have less time for family life. In

2000, 68.4% of mothers with children under 6 and 76.0% with children 6 17 were in the labor force. This has increased
substantially from 1960 when 43.8% of mothers with children under 6 were in the labor force. Most fathers also work:
64.4% of children under 6 are in families where the single parent or both parents work. Caring for children is a problem for

parents unable to obtain quality, affordable daycare while they are at work.
Overall, there are 6,038 spaces in state-regulated childcare facilities in the county, 94.7% of these are in licensed

programs and 5.3% are in registered programs. Of the spaces, 82.5% are in licensed childcare centers serving more than
12 children, 4.6% are in registered or licensed family childcare homes serving six or fewer children, 1.8% are in licensed

group childcare homes serving 7-12 children, and 11.1% are in registered or licensed church programs.
The homes and centers are severely constrained by the limited ability of parents to pay. In the county, the average

weekly charge is $ 83.58 for centers and $ 77.77 for homes. Consequently, center wages are low: 14.3% of centers with

pre-school staff and 25% of centers with assistant pre-school staff report paying these staff under $6 per hour. Paying $6-

$8 per hour are 71.4% of centers with pre-school staff and 70% of centers with assistants. Low wages attract workers
with limited education. In 48.6% of centers, most pre-school staff and in 35% of centers most assistants have only a high

school degree. In 48.6% of centers few to none of the pre-school staff have early childhood credentials. In childcare

homes, 51.7% of lead providers have no more education than a high school degree or GED; 19.4% have less than a high

school degree.

Family Violence: In 2000, 1,771 domestic assaults were recorded by law enforcement officials. These domestic

assaults comprised 31.7% of all assaults, which include aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and intimidation. Overall,

55.5% of all domestic assaults involve spouse abuse which constitutes 17.6% of all assaults. Since most family violence is

not reported, the true incidence of family disruption is much more widespread than even the large number of reported

cases would indicate.

Separation from Parents: Some children do not live with their natural parents. In 2000, 6.2% of all children did

not live with their natural parents. Approximately 1,685 or 3.9% of all children lived with relatives, 727 or 1.7% lived with

non-relatives, 53 or 0.1% were householders or spouses, and 214 or 0.5% were in institutional facilities.

Abuse and Neglect: In 2000-01, there were 1,095 investigations into reported cases of abuse and neglect

involving children. Through its investigations, the Department of Social Services (DSS) determined that 360 of the

investigations were indicated for abuse or neglect: 9.4% for physical abuse, 6.0% for sexual abuse, 0.0% for mental injury,

34.6% for physical neglect, 7.9% for educational neglect, 3.9% for medical neglect, 35.9% for threat of harm for
physical/sexual abuse, and 2.4% for other types of abuse.

In the indicated cases of abuse and neglect, DSS determined there were 593 children who were victims of abuse

or neglect. Of these, 49.1% were male, 50.9% were female; 66.8% were White, 33.2% were African-American and
Other. By age, 36.9% were ages 0 5, 38.6% were ages 6 - 12, and 24.5% were ages 13 - 17. In the indicated cases,

33.6% of the children lived in two-parent families, 40.3% in single parent families, 17.2% with unmarried couples, and

8.9% in other circumstances.

Out of Home Placements: As of June 2001, 103 children lived in foster care. The median age at first
placement in the county is 9.3 years. The ages of children in foster care were 16.5% 0-2, 5.8% 3-5, 24.3% 6-10, 21.4%

11-13, and 32.0% 14 and above. The foster care population is 43.7% males and 56.3% females. Regarding their future,
23.3% were under a plan for placement in adoptive homes, 42.7% for return to a parent or guardian, 1.0% for placement

with a relative, 17.5% for independent living, 13.6% for permanent foster care, and 1.9% for other circumstances.

Adult/Child Ratio: A measure of potential adult attention for children from family and community is the ratio of

adults to children and youth. In 2000 there were 2.80 adults for every person below age 18. This was up substantially

from 1960, when there were only 1.42 adults for every person under the age 18. This indicates that today there are more
adults potentially available to provide attention and care for each child than in the past.

This data is the best currently available; however, an effort is being made to check the coverage and improve the accuracy. As soon

as more recent and complete data becomes available, it will be posted on the website.

832



ECONOMIC STATUS

Low income makes it difficult for many families to provide the material and environmental enrichment necessary

for healthy child development.

Poverty: In 1999, 5,249 children and youth under the age of 18 Ived in 2,529 families with incomes below
poverty, comprising 12.3% of all children and youth: 7.8% of Whites and 24.5% of Afric an-Americans and Others. A
rough estimate of child poverty in 2001 calculated by the Census Bureau was 23.0%.

Figure 4: Children Living in Poverty in 1989 and 1999
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Poverty has always been a serious problem. While the rate among children under age 18 in 1989 was 13.4%, it was

14.4% in 1979 and 19.1% in 1969.
Children and the elderly are the age groups most seriously affected by poverty. In 1999, 12.8% of children 0 - 5

(7.1% White, 28.3% African-American and Other), and 11.7% of children 6 - 17 (7.9% White, 21.8% African-American
and Other), lived in poverty; 9.6% of persons 65 years and older lived in poverty. Historically, the poverty rate among the
elderly was much higher. During the last three decades, federal policy actions have substantially improved the economic

status of older persons but have not done so for children.
Single-parent families are most likely to be poor. In 1999, 31.7% of children in single -parent families lived in

poverty, but only 4.8% of children in married-couple families were poor. Children in single -parent families made up

54.5% of all the county's children living in poverty.
In 2002, the poverty level was $15,020 for a family of three and $18,100 for a family of four. The poverty

threshold is often criticized as an arbitrary number. People can still be poor but may be just above the poverty level.
Federal programs utilize varying thresholds. For example, in 1999 there were 13,458 children ages 0-17 who were less
than 200 percent of poverty; thus an additional 8,209 children were above the poverty level but could still be considered

poor or near-poor with incomes below $30,040 and $36,200 respectively for 3 and 4 person families.

Children Under 18 in Poverty in 1999

Percent of
Poverty

Total White African American & Other,

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Under 50% 2,571 6.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 100% 5,249 12.3% 2,399 7.8% 2,850 24.5%

Under 125% 7,023 16.5% NA NA NA NA

Under 150% 8,777 20.6% NA NA NA NA

Under 175% 11,101 26.1% NA NA NA NA

Under 185% 12,338 29.0% NA NA NA NA

Under 200°/0 13,458 31.7% NA NA NA NA

Total Children 43,284 31,325 11,959
Note: Missing data will be released by the Census Bureau later in 2003, and will be posted on our website at
www.sckidscount.org.
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Income: The mean income of families with children in 1999 was $58,890. In 1989 it was $52,003, and 1979, it

was $45,922, adjusted for inflation (i.e., in 1999 dollars). The mean income of single parent families with children was

$27,186 for single parents in 1999, as compared with $69,563 in married-couple families with children. From 1999 to
2000, York County real dollar per capita income (eliminating inflation) decreased by -0.4%.

Child Support Payments: There were 894' families receiving Temporary Aid to Needy Families in fiscal year

2002, but only 22.0 % had child support court orders. Their average monthly payment of child support was $ 287,
including child support receipts and tax refund intercepts. In addition, during fiscal year 2002, an estimated 2,360 parents
in non-TANF families were obligated to pay a monthly average of $ 245. Information is not available regarding the

amount actually paid.

HEALTH

Good health during a child's formative years helps children to reach their maximum potential. Good health
requires healthy lifestyles and effective primary care, starting during the prenatal period and continuing through
adolescence into adulthood. Children's health reflects the well-being of the community, as well as how adequately they

are protected.

Prenatal Care : Early and continuous prenatal care can make a significant difference in assuring births of healthy

babies. Delayed or insufficient prenatal care is associated with low birthweight and other health risks for infants. In

2001, 502, or 21.5% of pregnant women received no prenatal care in the first three months of pregnancy. In 2001, 723,

or 30.9% of pregnant women received less than adequate prenatal care: 440 or 25.3% of Whites and 283 or 46.9% of
African-Americans and Others. In that same year, 24 women received no prenatal care at all.

Figure 5: Women Receiving Less than Adequate Prenatal Care in 2001
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Low Birthweight: Low birthweight of less than 5.5 pounds and very low birthweight of less than 3.3 pounds are

associated with health risks and growth and development problems. In 2001, 195 or 8.3% of all babies in the county

were born with low birthweight: 11.4% of African-American and Other babies and 7.3% of White babies. During 1999-

2001, approximately 148 or 2.2% of all babies were born with very low birthweight and had the most serious
complications: 1.7% of White babies and 3.6% of African-American and Other babies. The cost of hospitalization for
each newborn low birthweight baby in the county in 1999 - 2001 was $16,133 and $45,590 for each very low birthweight
baby, compared with $2,635 for a baby of normal birthweight. The result was excess cost in the county of $1,477,935 for

all low birthweight babies, of which $587,045 was for very low birthweight babies.

Infant Mortality: During the decade since 1989-91, the overall infant mortality rate decreased by 20.4% from

12.8 to 10.2 per 1000 live births. For Whites, the rate decreased 22.6% from 9.5 to 7.4 per 1000 live births, while for

African-Americans and Others the rate decreased 14.4% from 21.2 to 18.1 per 1000 live births. Over the three-year

period 1999-2001, 37 White and 32 African-American and Other infants died before age one. By comparison, 44

White and 38 African-American and Other infants died during 1989-91.

Number is an unduplicated count for the entire fiscal year.
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Child Injuries and Deaths: Childhood deaths and injuries reflect whether communities are safe for children. In
2001, children in the York County went to the emergency room 3,127 times because of injuries. Boys are injured more
often than girls. Children visit the emergency room at comparable rates for each age from 0 to 17.

In South Carolina, the major causes of death among young children are unintentional injuries, cancer, homicide,
and congenital anomalies. Over the three year period 1999-2001, 20 White and 7 African-American and Other children

ages 1-14 died in the county. During 1989-91, 16 White and 7 African-American and Other children died.

Immunization: Immunization rates are an important indication of whether young children are receiving adequate
preventive health care. During FY 1989-90, 50.4% of children less than two years old seen in public health clinics were

not fully immunized against such preventable diseases as Polio, Measles, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Haemophilus Influenza B

and Whooping Cough. After a concerted statewide campaign to increase immunizations, the percentage of children seen

in public health clinics who were not fully immunized in January 2001 had declined in the county to 14.2%. The DHEC
statewide birth registry survey of all two year old children found that 88.1% were fully immunized in 2001. This success
demonstrates the potential to improve the status of children when the leadership of the state and its communities act
decisively together.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Children and youth are infected with sexually transmitted diseases through

sexual abuse or irresponsible sexual activity. National prevalence rates indicate: a 1 in 8 chance that sexually active 15
year-old girls will develop pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), the most rapidly increasing cause of infertility; 10% of
sexually active adolescent girls and boys are infected with chlamydia, the most common cause of PID; and as many as
15% of teen girls are infected with human papilloma virus, often with strains linked to cervical cancer. Furthermore,
research evidence indicates that susceptibility to HIV/AIDS increases by 3 to 8 times through prior infection with various

STDs.
According to national studies, approximately 1 in 4 sexually experienced youth aged 13-19 acquires a STD ever

year; since two-thirds of all high school students have had sexual intercourse and half engage in intercourse over a than

month period, this would suggest that 10-15% of teens are infected with STDs annually. For 2000, this would indicate th

an estimated 1,690 to 2,535 youth ages 13-19 in the county were infected with a STD. Many infections are either n.

identified for treatment or not reported. In the county, there were 3 reported cases of children under age 15 and 50 you

ages 15 - 19 infected with gonorrhea; 6 youth under 15 and 172 ages 15 - 19 were reported infected with chlamydi
Youth with undiagnosed and untreated STDs often spread their infections.

Healthy Lifestyles: Although no county data is available, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2001 found that mai

high school students are not following good health habits. The YRBS revealed that 26% felt that they were overweight; 42

were trying to lose weight: 27% of boys and 57% of girls. Although during a week 79% of high school students ate fru:

59% ate salad, and over 83% ate vegetables, only 17% ate the recommended five or more servings of fruit and vegetabl

per day. During a week, 49% did stretching or muscle strengthening exercises, and 59% exercised three or more times f.
20 minutes in sports that made them sweat or breathe hard. However, 11% of students engaged in no vigorous or modera

activity at all during a week: 8% of boys and 13% of girls.

Tobacco Use:* Cigarette smoking starts at a young age and often becomes habitual. In the county during 2002

among all students 15 and older, 22.0% first smoked by age 11, 45.9% by age 13, and 62.6% by age 15. In a typical

month, 19.2% of 7th and Eth graders and 33.7% of high school students smoked cigarettes. White youths were much

more likely than African-Americans to smoke: 32.5% of White male and 29.9% of White female 7th to 12th graders used
cigarettes, as compared with 21.8% of African-American males and 21.4% of African American females. A smaller but

significant group of high school students (8.5%) used smokeless tobacco monthly; it was used primarily by White males
(20.1% compared with 0.8% of all other race and sex groups).

County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but
county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in York County. Only District 1

participated out of the 4 districts. 035



Disabilities: No data are collected on the true prevalence of disabilities within the county. According to national

reported estimates, over 10% of children and youth have developmental disabilities at any point in time, and more than 17

are affected at some time before age 18 by deafness, blindness, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, speech defects, development
delays, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral problems. For 2000 this suggests that at least 4,328 children ar
youth under age 18 in the county are currently affected by disabilities.

Approximately 5% of children and youth nationally have serious disabilities which have lifelong implications fi
work, social life and community living. Typically among children and youth, there are 1 - 2% who are mentally retarded,

3% with serious emotional disturbances, over 1% with orthopedic or multiple disabilities, including cerebral palsy an

many hereditary conditions, and under 1% with visual or hearing impairments.
Other chronic health problems also affect the lives of many children. Over 3% of children have one or more

these limitations. Such serious chronic conditions affect 1 - 2% who have respiratory problems (asthma and chron

bronchitis), 0.5 1.0% with neurological problems (epilepsy and seizures), and less than 1% with circulatory problen

(congenital heart defects and acquired diseases).
Other disabilities are identified primarily in school performance. These would include 1,727 students in grades

12 with learning disabilities and 975 students in grades 1-12 with speech/language deficits.
Disabilities are caused by genetics, disease, poor prenatal conditions, injuries, and environmental factors. For

example, lead exposure, primarily from paint dust, was detected in over 1% of all children screened, including 7 in York

County.

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders : While over 20% of 9-17 year olds meet diagnostic criteria for some form

of mental disorder, the number with serious emotional disturbance and impaired functioning in family, school, or
community activities is: 913% for substantial functional impairment and S9% for extreme functional impairment. The
rates among poor children are at the higher end of these ranges. Based on a federal formula for estimating prevalence, in
the county there are 12% or 2,687 seriously emotionally disturbed 9.17 year olds with substantial functional impairment
and 8% or 1,791 with extreme functional impairment during the course of a year. Conduct disorders, attention deficit,
depression, and anxiety disorders are the most prevalent, each affecting 3% or more of school-aged children. These
disorders may occur simultaneously in a child. The prevalence rates are highest among males, adolescents, and
disadvantaged persons in communities under stress and lacking social cohesion; depression, however, is more prevalent
among females. On the YRBS, 20% of boys and 33% of girls in high school reported that during the past year they felt so
sad and hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more that they stopped doing some usual activities. Another indicator

of emotional problems is the 8% of high school students in South Carolina who reported that they had "attempted suicide"

in the past year: 5% of boys and 10% of girls. Suicide attempts resulted in 4% of high school students reporting that they
required treatment by a doctor or nurse for injury, poisoning, or overdose.

Inadequate Healthcare : No county level data is routinely collected regarding the number of children and youth

with inadequate healthcare. According to estimates for 2000-02 by the Bureau of the Census through the annual Current
Population Survey, the statewide average rate of uninsured children and youth under age 18 in families with incomes
under 200% of poverty in South Carolina was 16.6%, and 9.9% above 200% of poverty. If these rates are applied to the
county, there are 2,237 children in the county below 200% of poverty with no health insurance, and 2,960 children above
200% of poverty with no health insurance, for a total of 5,197 uninsured children in York County. The number lacking
basic accessible primary care is at least double the number lacking insurance. Those lacking primary care are often
dependent on health services at school. The ratio of students to nurses recommended nationally is 750:1. In the county,

this would suggest the need for 40 nurses, compared with 23 currently working in the schools.

Medicaid: For several years, the State of South Carolina has emphasized enrolling eligible children into
Medicaid. In late 1997, South Carolina implemented its version of the State Children's Health Insurance Program,
Partners for Healthy Children (PHC), and aggressively pursued outreach enrollment for PHC and Medicaid. As a result,
enrollment of children ages 0 through 18 in York County has increased by 84.3% from June 1997 to June 2001; thus
Medicaid and PHC were serving 27.1% of all children in that age range. The total Medicaid expenditures in South
Carolina for services provided to children ages 0 through 18 for state fiscal year 2002 were $991 million, at an average
statewide expenditure of $2,343 per child enrolled, approximate Medicaid expenditure for children in the county would be

$27.5 million.
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In June 2001, the total number of York County children, birth through 18, enrolled in Medicaid was 11,735. The

total can be broken down into the following age and race groupings:

White African
American

Hispanic Other Total

Children under 1 557 392 40 41 1,030

Children 1 - 5 1,767 1,362 61 230 3,420
Children 6 - 14 2,529 2,568 34 291 5,422
Children 15 - 18 955 842 8 58 1,863

Total 5,808 5,164 143 620 11,735

Ambulatory Care: When children lack adequate primary care, whether through lack of insurance, through limit(

access, or through failing to utilize available care, preventable and treatable conditions become serious and requi]
hospitalization. A useful indicator of inadequate primary care is the percentage of all hospitalizations that could typical]

have been avoided through ambulatory care, especially for pneumonia, asthma, diarrhea and vomiting, dehydration, ar

severe ear, nose, and throat infections. The share of hospitalizations for these types of conditions could normally be ke
below 20%; for children in the county under the age of 18 during 2001, the share was 38.2% for Whites and 38.8% f

African-Americans and Others.

READINESS AND EARLY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning, such as language, soc)

skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, et
Likewise, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the ear:
grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement th

sustain learning.

1st Grade "Readiness" on 2001-02 Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (CSAB):

247 children not ready 11.1% children not ready
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Figure 6: Children "Not Ready" for First Grade in Fall 2001
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1st Grade Failures in 2002:

75 children failing 3.3% children failing
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Failures Grades 1-3 in 2002 (approximate cumulative percentage of grades one, two and three):

150 children failing 6.5% children failing

Figure 7: Failures Grades 1-3 in 2000
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Over-age for Grade 3 in 2001

261 children over-age 11.9% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school,
683 six and seven year olds and 626 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2001-02,
approximately 15.6% and 13.5% of their age groups respectively: 13.3% of White 8 9 year olds were in special
education and 13.7% of African American and Others.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early
grades. With 11.1% assessed not ready for the 1st grade, 11.9% over age in grade 3, and 13.5% of eight and nine year-
olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin school without good prospects of
success in future school achievement and graduation; however, great improvement has occurred since the mid 1990s.

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

By the end of elementary school, significant numbers of students perform below minimum standards. The

following standardized test measures, comparing student performance to state minimum standards, should be used in
combination with routine classroom assessments more reflective of real-world performance skills.

Special Education: Special education placements reflect both the significant number of children with serious

handicapping conditions and a large number cf students with mild learning and behavioral problems that have not been
accommodated successfully by the regular educational program. The result is a large system of self-contained, resource,
and itinerant services to meet the needs of 975 speech and language impaired, 1,727 learning disabled, 145 emotionally

disabled, 380 mentally impaired, and 329 physically handicapped, deaf, blind, and other handicapped students. Special

education classes served approximately 11.8% of all students in grades 1 12 during 2001-2002.
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Exit Exam - not passing all parts of Exit Exam on first attempt in the 10th grade in 2002

612 students did not pass all parts 29.5% of students did not pass all parts

Figure 8: 10th Grade Students Not Passing All Parts of High School
Exit Exam in 2000
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Achievement Trends : How has performance on standardized achievement tests changed over the past 20 years?

During the 1980s, student performance on the BSAP tests improved dramatically. Between 1981 and 1990, the percentage
of 8th grade students in York County who did not meet standards declined from 47.1% to 24.6% in math and from 39.3%

to 21.4% in reading. During the 1990's the BSAP trend changed, with 28.1% not meeting 8th grade math standards in
1998 and 26.7% in reading. On standardized tests, the first year when South Carolina students take the exam is
comparable to the challenge encountered by the national norm group which took the test only once. Looking at first year
data, the percentage of 4th grade students at or below the 25th percentile of national norms was 23.7% in 1983 on the
CTBS, 25.6% in 1990 on the Stanford, and 27.3% in 1995 on the Metropolitan; for 9th graders, the percentage in the
bottom quarter was 25.6% in 1990 and 19.0% in 1995. Although not comparable, the percent below basic on the 4th grade

PACT in 1999, the first year of administration, was 32.7%, but in 2002 18.5% of 4th graders were below basic in reading
and math; the percentage of 8th graders below basic in reading and math averaged 37.4% in 1999 and 29.0% in 2002.

PACT: The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) was first administered in 1999 for grades 3 - 8 in math
and reading/language arts. Math assesses skills in numbers, numerical and algebraic concepts, patterns and functions,

geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. The percentage of students scoring below basic in math has decreased
by 28.3% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 2,112 students below basic in grades 3-8

but there would have been an additional 832 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 9: PACT Math Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Math ( %)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 21.8 14.9 12.4 42.5 36.1

4 19.0 12.4 12.9 36.6 32.4

5 23.7 14.9 15.2 43.6 42.1

6 21.0 13.8 12.5 46.7 34.3

7 29.0 23.1 20.1 54.1 40.8

8 30.4 23.7 20.1 53.2 51.4

Basic

3 42.0 38.5 43.1 40.7 49.1

4 34.7 30.1 32.3 42.0 44.2

5 39.1 33.7 43.7 39.6 40.9

6 38.9 37.6 37.9 39.9 44.2

7 32.5 29.8 34.7 27.5 39.9

8 44.0 45.3 46.6 37.7 40.3

Proficient

3 22.3 26.2 28.1 13.6 9.9

4 25.1 28.6 30.0 15.7 13.9

5 21.6 28.6 23.1 11.4 12.6

6 24.1 26.0 32.2 8.9 15.1

7 20.1 22.9 24.0 10.2 13.3

8 15.0 17.5 19.7 6.4 5.4

Advanced

3 14.0 20.5 16.4 3.2 4.8

4 21.3 28.9 24.8 5.7 9.4

5 15.6 22.8 18.0 5.3 4.4

6 15.9 22.6 17.4 4.5 6.4

7 18.4 24.3 21.2 8.2 6.0

8 10.5 13.5 13.6 2.7 2.9

Reading/Language Arts assesses reading, listening, speaking, writing, research, and communication with
technology. The first PACT assessment found a high percentage of elementary and middle grades students performing
below standards and only a modest number above basic. The percentage of students scoring below basic in

reading/language arts has decreased by 35.6% of students in grades 3-8 between 1999 and 2002. In 2002 there were 1,676

students below basic in grades 3 - 8 but there would have been an additional 929 at 1999 performance rates.
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Figure 10: PACT Reading/Language Arts Below Basic in Grades 3 and 8
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Test Results of Students on PACT in 2002
Reading/Language Arts (%)

Test
Result

Grade Total WM WF AA&OM AA&OF

Below
Basic

3 15.3 12.8 6.8 32.0 21.9

4 18.0 16.2 8.8 39.8 22.7

5 21.7 15.8 11.4 46.7 32.4

6 24.7 20.6 12.3 53.6 35.6

7 21.3 19.1 8.3 51.3 28.9

8 27.6 25.1 14.1 55.6 41.3

Basic

3 35.0 33.2 29.5 43.0 42.0

4 41.3 42.0 34.8 46.8 50.0

5 47.3 48.3 45.7 42.9 52.9

6 34.6 35.8 32.0 34.1 38.5

7 44.1 45.7 43.4 35.9 50.5

8 43.3 45.2 43.6 35.3 45.0

Proficient

3 43.8 47.6 54.0 24.0 33.5

4 37.4 38.5 50.8 12.8 26.7

5 29.4 34.9 39.7 10.1 13.8

6 31.8 35.9 40.4 10.8 22.1

7 30.6 31.7 40.9 12.3 20.0

8 23.8 25.5 33.3 7.1 12.0

Advanced

3 6.0 6.4 9.7 0.9 2.6

4 3.3 3.3 5.5 0.6 0.6

5 1.6 1.1 3.2 0.3 0.9

6 8.9 7.7 15.2 1.5 3.8

7 4.1 3.4 7.4 0.6 0.6

8 5.2 4.3 9.0 2.0 1.7

Dropout Rate - 8th grade students no longer enrolled in grade 12
(average of students for the three years ending 2000-2002)

631 students drop out annually 29.2% students drop out?

Figure 11: High School Dropout Rate*, 2000-2002
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Dropouts: Distressing numbers of students drop out and fail to graduate. An average of 32.3% of 8th graders
failed to graduate** from county schools five years later during the period 1980-84, 27.4% during 1985-89, and 27.0%

during 1990-94, 27.5% during 1995-97 and 27.4% during 1998-2000***.

During 2001-02, 97.9% of all who did graduate received the State High School Diploma, while the remaining
2.1% received a State Certificate for meeting the required Carnegie units but not passing the Exit Exam.

* 12th grade enrollment compared to 8th grade enrollment four years earlier
This is calculated by using 8th grade enrollment to graduation data.
2001 data will be available soon and will be posted on the website8 41



Fortunately, many dropouts enroll in adult education programs and either earn a high school diploma or obtain a

GED. During 2001-02, 30 Adult Education high school diplomas were awarded to school completers and in 2001 315

GEDs were awarded in the county. Over time, adult education high school diplomas and GEDs increase the effective

school completion rate substantially. In the 2000 Census, 16.8% of county resident 25 - 34 year-olds said they had not

completed either high school or a GED.

Achievement Summary: The numbers of students testing below basic on the PACT and dropping out range
from 15.3% to 35.6%. Thus, far too many students fail to acquire the knowledge, skills, learning habits, and motivation

necessary to compete in the economy or contribute to society in the 21st Century.

ADOLESCENT RISK B EHAVIORS

Academic achievement is greatly influenced by the prevailing youth culture which often promotes popularity with

peers and partying rather than studying and doing well in school. The prevalence of adolescent risk-taking and under-

achievement is illustrated by the poor grades of substance-abusing teens.

Substance Abuser Rates at Levels of Academic Performance
Usual School Grades in Past Year

TotalA Range B Range C Range D Range F Range

Smoked Cigarettes (in past 30 days) 16.1% 30.8% 43.0% 58.3% 62.1% 33.8%

Drank 5 or More Drinks on One Occasion
(in past 30 days) 19.8% 21.7% 32.2% 31.2% 56.8% 25.7%

Used Any Illicit Drug (in past 30 days) 18.0% 27.0% 34.5% 46.2% 62.1% 29.1%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey

As influence from parents and other adults declines during adolescence, significant numbers of students engage in
violence, crime, school offenses, depressive emotions and attempted suicide:

Risk Behaviors
Participated in
During Past 12

Months

White
Male

White
Female

African American
Male

African American
Female Total Total

(Grade
7-12)

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Middle
school

High
School

Carried a handgun
or knife for self-
defense?

27.7% 32.1% 6.1% 5.8% 16.7% 22.2% 3.8% 14.3% 14.9% 19.0% 17.2%

Carried a handgun
or knife as a
weapon?

7.6% 11.5% 1.1% 3.5% 8.4% 11.6% 1.4% 4.6% 4.4% 7.7% 6.3%

Been in a fight with
someone? 48.1% 32.5% 22.3% 24.6% 48.5% 22.6% 37.0% 25.2% 36.7% 27.6% 31.5%

Hit your boyfriend
or girlfriend? 1.8% 1.3% 5.8% 12.2% 1.8% 6.1% 11.3% 39.6% 4.5% 10.2% 7.8%

Been hit by your
boyfriend or
girlfriend?

6.9% 7.1% 5.6% 11.9% 10.5% 10.8% 3.4% 21.4% 6.4% 11.0% 9.0%

Rec'd detention or
in-school
suspension?

48.4% 24.4% 23.8% 14.9% 42.0% 21.8% 28.6% 26.1% 35.5% 20.6% 27.0%

Been suspended
from school? 14.4% 13.3% 4.7% 9.0% 13.2% 14.2% 8.2% 18.2% 9.6% 12.3% 11.1%

Stolen anything
worth > $5? 11.6% 14.2% 7.1% 9.5% 11.6% 12.1% 8.3% 15.4% 9.4% 12.3% 11.1%

Had an accident
while driving? NA 15.3% NA 11.2% NA 10.5% NA 8.7% NA 12.6% NA

Been arrested and
booked? 5.2% 9.1% 1.3% 4.4% 0.8% 11.1% 2.5% 4.0% 2.8% 6.9% 5.2%

Felt hopeless for
two weeks or
more?

14.4% 16.3% 22.9% 31.8% 11.0% 7.6% 27.0% 30.6% 18.9% 23.0% 21.3%

Seriously
considered
attempting suicide?

5.3% 8.7% 8.6% 15.2% 5.0% 6.3% 5.4% 9.5% 6.6% 11.1% 9.2%

Source: 2001-02 DAODAS South Carolina Survey
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Adolescence is often a time of taking risks and asserting independence from adults. When asked whether they

would tell an adult about a problem, the following percentages of county students said they would be "not likely" or "very

unlikely" to tell if they:

-heard a student threaten to harm someone: 28.3% middle school, 45.0% high school;

-saw a student with a handgun at school: 16.3% middle school, 14.4% high school;
-saw a student with a knife at school: 18.7% middle school, 27.5% high school;
-saw a student with drugs at school: 28.0% middle school, 64.4% high school;

Alcohol Use:* In the county during 2001-02, 21.9% of 7th and 8th graders and 46.7% of high schoolers said they
had used alcohol in the past month. Of White males in grades 7 - 12, 42.2% had used it in the past month, compared with
23.5% of African-American males; likewise, 39.0% of White females said they had used alcohol, compared with 38.0%
of African-American females. Many youth first used alcohol at an early age: 14.0% had used alcohol by age 11 or
younger, 34.7% by age 13, and 68.2% by age 15.

During the previous year, 22.5% of 7th and 8th graders and 36.7% of high schoolers said they had ridden with a
drinking driver. Of seniors who drive, 23.8% said they had driven after drinking. Widespread use is encouraged by the
ready availability and perceived low risk of alcohol use. Among students who expressed an opinion, 38.0% of eighth
graders and 77.3% of seniors felt that beer was easy to get. Also, 76.9% of eighth graders and 76.8% of seniors felt there

was not a great risk in drinking two drinks a day, and 46.2% of eighth graders and 54.1% of high schoolers felt there was

not a great risk in drinking 5 drinks every weekend.

Heavy Drinking:*In 2001-02, 8.9% of 1h and 8th graders and 25.5% of high school students in the county repor
drinking 5 or more drinks in a day during the past month. When asked how many drinks, if any, they usually consur
19.8% of all county students in grades 7 - 12 in 2001-02 responded 3 or more drinks at a time and 10.8% reported usuall

or more drinks. Among high school students, 26.3% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 14.7% 5

more. Among seniors, 35.3% reported usually drinking 3 or more drinks at a time and 20.5% 5 or more; however 30.5%
seniors said that they drank 5 or more drinks in a day once or more during the past month.

Drugs:* In 2001-02, 11.4% of 7th and 8th graders and 28.9% of high schoolers in the county reported using ille
drugs during the previous month. Among students in grades 7 - 12, use was reported by 27.4% of White males, 21.7% WI
females, 20.2% of African-American males, and 15.5% of African-American females. Some young people initiated drug
at an early age: 7.4% had experienced their first use by age 11 or sooner; 24.8% had used a drug by age 13, and 47.0% by ;

15.
In the past year, 15.0% of all high school students in the county who drive and 22.7% of seniors who drive said

that they had driven after using drugs. Such use is encouraged by the ready availability of drugs: 29.6% of 8th graders
who had an opinion said it is easy to get marijuana and 7.0% said it is easy to get cocaine or crack; 71.9% of seniors said
it is easy to get marijuana and 28.1% said it was easy to get cocaine or crack.

Figure 12: Drug Use among Students Grades 7-12 during 2001-02*
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County participation in the DAODAS South Carolina Survey of adolescent substance abuse and risk-taking was not complete but

county data is presented to provide the best available picture of teen risk-taking attitudes and behavior in York County. Only District 1

participated out of the 4 districts. 843



Sexual Activity and Pregnancy: Many teenagers now engage in sexual activity. The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) administered to a representative sample of high school students throughout South Carolina in 2001
showed that sexual activity begins at an early age: 7% of female and 21% of male students have engaged in intercourse
before age 13; by age 15, 38% the females and 49% of males have engaged in sexual intercourse. Statewide, 48% of
females and 50% of males in the 1 lth and 12th grades reported engaging in intercourse during the past three months.
Furthermore, 27% of female and 33% of male 12th graders have had intercourse with four or more partners during their

lifetimes.
Premature sexual activity often results in pregnancy. In the county, 149 girls between the ages of 14 and 17

became pregnant in 1999, 117 in 2000 and 124 in 2001. This represented 2.4% of all girls ages 14 17 in 2001; several
times this percentage become pregnant at least once by age 18. The 2001 pregnancy rate for ages 14 - 17 was 1.9% for
Whites and 3.9% for African-Americans and Others. Of all pregnancies of 14-17 year olds, 83.9% resulted in live births,

with almost all other pregnancies ending in abortions.
Teen pregnancy rates increased substantially across the state during the 1980s; as a result, greater emphasis v

devoted to preventing teen pregnancy. Since 1989, the teen pregnancy rate in York County has decreased by 57.1%. Over
it has decreased by 53.7% for Whites, and decreased by 59.4% for African Americans and Others.

Juvenile Delinquency: In 2001-02, 887 individual juvenile offenders in the county were referred to the Solicitor
for delinquency; of these, 12.5% were age 12 or younger, 29.0% were 13 or 14, and 58.5% were 15 or older.

Of the referrals to the family court, 7.5% of all referrals were for violent and serious crimes which include drug
trafficking, acts against persons for murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, and serious property offenses for arson

and burglary. Also, 289 juvenile cases constituting 20.4% of all referrals were for status offenses. Status offenses include
truancy, running away, incorrigibility, and other offenses that would not be crimes for adults.

Delinquents are likely to live in families with low income: 21.4% lived in families with income under $10,000,
38.1% with $10,000-$19,999 and 40.5% with $20,000 or more. Furthermore, only 16.3% of delinquents lived with both

natural parents, while 59.3% lived in a single parent household, 21.1% lived with other relatives, and 3.3% in other
situations including parent plus step-parent. Delinquency or criminal activity occurs among many related family members:
51.3% had at least one family member who was delinquent or had some criminal record.

Youth referred to the family courts are likely to have been there before. In 2001-02, 53.4% had at least one prior
referral and 21.6% had been referred to court 3 times or more. Many were referred at an early age. For delinquents 15 -
17 years old, 2.1% had been referred by the age of 10, 8.1% by the age of 12, and 22.7% by the age of 14.

During 2001-02, 515 youth ages 15 to 17 were referred to the family courts. In the county, 6.9% of all youth 15

to 17 were referred to court in one year and roughly double that percentage are referred at least once by age 18.
Furthermore, the National Youth Survey indicates that typically across the United States the proportion of youth engaging

in crime is two or three times the number ever apprehended. In 2001-02, there were 41 juveniles committed from the
county to DJJ custody and placed in residential programs.

Figure 13: Percentage of 15 - 17 Year Olds Referred to Court in 2001-02
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Not in School or Employed: During 2000, 778 teenagers ages 16-19 were idle, meaning they neither worked

any hours nor were enrolled in school, even part-time. Idle teens comprised 8.6% of their age group: 8.0% for White and
10.2% African-American & Other teens. A much larger number, perhaps twice as many, were not engaged in either
school full time or work full time. The data reflect a serious failure in both school completion and the critical transition
from school to work, significantly affecting their development as future workers. For an in-depth description of the
problems of young adults seeking to enter the labor force, visit our website at www.scyoungadults.org for our state and

county reports on 18-29 year olds.
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Deaths : During 1997-2001, 43 youth ages 15 to 19 died. Historically, automobile accidents have been the

major cause, resulting in 14 deaths between 1996 and 2000; homicides killed 5 youth 15 to 19 years old during the
five-year period, and 5 youth committed suicide. Alcohol use is often a significant factor in deaths among teenagers.

SUMMARY

Facing the Scope of Problems: The data on families, economic status, health, readiness, school achievement,
and adolescent risk behaviors provide a troublesome picture of the condition of children in York County. The 26.0% of
children in single - parent families, 12.3% in poverty, 27.4% not graduating from school, 46.7% of high school students
using alcohol and 28.9% using drugs each month, and other data profiled in this report suggest that too many children are
at risk of not growing up to become self-supporting adults, good family members, and responsible community citizens.

Emphasizing the Positive: South Carolina Kids Count reports have been developed to describe the problems of
children in each of the counties. Fortunately, the majority of children and youth are doing well, and some very well. One
simple description is the percentage of children who do not fall into the problem categories reported. For the county,

86.1% of children are born to non-teen mothers ages 20 or older, 63.4% are born to married parents, and 74.0% lived in
two-parent families; 87.7% were not poor and 68.3% lived in families with incomes above twice the poverty level for a
family of three, $30,040 in 2002; 91.7% of babies were born with normal birthweights; 88.9% were assessed as ready for
the first grade, 69.6% scored basic or better on PACT for 8th grade math and 72.4% for 8th grade reading, 70.5% passed
all parts of the Exit Exam in the 10th grade, and 72.6% graduated with their class. In a typical month, 53.3% of high
school students do not drink alcohol, 71.1% do not use drugs, and 66.3% do not smoke. Unfortunately, the absence of a
problem is not always an indicator of success. Some data is available for exemplary performance: for example, 49.8% of
3rd graders and 29.0% of gh graders scored proficient or advanced on PACT in reading and 36.3% of 3th graders and
25.5% of 8th graders in math. Unfortunately, data on success is not generally available.

Despite the limitations of success data, we must emphasize the positive in providing good support and appropriate
influences for children and youth. Recent philosophy and publications such as those of the Search Institute (700 South
Third Street, Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1138, tel. 1-800-888-7828, www.search-institute.org), emphasize the
critical importance of "developmental assets" to promote and support positive development. One short book from the
Search Institute, (What Kids Need to Succeed, by Peter J. Benson, Judy Gailbraith, and Pamela Espeland, 1995) presents

an excellent array of suggestions for promoting developmental assets through families, community, faith congregations,

and schools. If each family, school, religious congregation and community organization assertively worked to build such

assets, the problems described in this report would be reduced dramatically. Such positive family-school-community
efforts could improve South Carolina's national Kids Count ranking from the bottom 10 to the average or even into the
top 10 by prevention of unnecessary problems affecting children and youth, as shown on our website at

www. sckidsco unt.org.

All data presented in this report is the most recent available at the date it goes to the printer. This version of the Kids Count

report will be revised as more recent and additional data become available. Please send us your corrections and suggestions for
improvement. We welcome your ideas for ways to make the state and county reports more useful and accurate. Please utilize local
data sources whenever possible to supplement the profile provided through our report.

Data related inquiries should be directed to:

Anne Wilson, Data Manager (awilsondrss.state.sc.us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-4810

Calls for copies of reports for other counties and inquiries
regarding more recent reports should be made to:

Kim Hazel-Lohr, Project Manager (khazelogc.state.sc. us)
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-1295

For policy questions and general comments, please contact:

Dr. A. Baron Holmes, Project Director (bholmes@ogc.state.sc.us )
1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Fax: (803) 734-3619, Phone: (803) 734-2291

Comparable reports for all 46 counties and for the
state can also be found on the World Wide Web at

www.sckidscount.orq
Our website also provides: links to other websites for

indicators in our report; high to low rankings for
individual indicators; information on how to improve

SC's national rank; and a glossary of definitions.

The national Kids Count Report can be found on the
Annie E. Casey Foundation website at

www.aecf.org
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York County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Indicators Number Percent R

Most
Recent
Year

1980* 1990*
Most

Recent
Data

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 1990
Most

Recent

Percent
Change
80-pres

Percent
Change
90-pres

1980 Rank 199

White babies 2001 82 92 126 +53.7% +37.0% 7.0 5.7 7.3 4.3% 27.5% 35

African American and Other babies 2001 70 81 69 -1.4% -14.8% 12.9 13.2 11.4 -11.6% -13.1% 30

White babies 2001 548 564 440 -19.7% -22.0% 46.5 35.1 25.3 -45.6% -27.9% 44

African American and Other babies 2001 378 409 283 -25.1% -30.8% 69.9 66.5 46.9 -32.9% -29.4% 41

White babies 2001 34 44 37 +8.8% -15.9% 1.0 1.0 0.7 -25.2% -22.6% 13

Afncan American and Other babies 2001 36 38 32 -11.1% -15 8% 2 3 2 1 1 8 -20 3% -14 4% 24

-4

White babies
African American and Other babies

White babies

2001
2001

66
88

73

80

61

46
-7.6%

-47.7%
-16.4%
-42.5%

5.6
16.3

Yu

4.5 3.5 -37.5% -23.0% 24

13.0

Afncan American and Other babies

White babies

2001
2001

193

166

233
171

195

129

+1.0%
-22.3%

+16.3%
+24.6%

16.4

30.7

7.6 -53.1% -41.4% 46

14.5 11.2 -31.6% -22.8% 25

27.8

Afncan American and Other babies

White babies

2001
2001

338
251

393
219

327
146

-3.3%
-41.8%

-16.8%
-33.3%

28.7
46.4

21.4 -30.3% -23.1% 40

24.5 18.8 -34.4% -23. 1% 26

35.6

Afncan American and Other babies

White

2001
2001

83

294

251

421

453
402

+445.8%
+36.7%

+80.5%
-4.5%

7.0
54.3

24.2 -47.8% -32.0% 38

15.6 26.1 270.7% 67.1% 31

68.5

2000 2,307 3,221 5,016 +117.4%

African American and Other

White males
White females
Afncan American and Other males
African American and Other females

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

White males

2001 217
2001 124

2001 160

2001 133

2000 141

2000 71

2000 99

2000 58

134

78

116

97

132

88
110

58

White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

White males
White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

White males

2002 138
2002 158

2002 123

2002 191

2002 111

2002 160

2002 102

57

53
42
52

79
51

72

45

61

40
64

23

120

88
144

127

89 2%

-63.6%
-58.9%
-55.0%
-66.2%

-56.7%
-43.7%
-35.4%
-60.3%

-38.1%
-36.2%
-8.9%
+3.3%

+55.7% 10.1

66.7 22.7% -2.6% 43

14.0 17.4 72.7% 24.6% 23

-41.0%
-34.6%
-37.9%
-53.6%

-53.8%
-54.5%
-41.8%
-60.3%

+110.5%
+66.0%

+242.9%
+144.2%

34.8
23.6
56.3
49.3

23.2
12.7
35.1
21.5

31.2
23.7
53.0
44.7

19.4
11.5

36.9
32.7

19.4

13.5
37.5
20.4

9.4
6.9

22.4
14.0

7.2
5.2

19.6

8.6
8.5

15.7

20.1

7.1

14.9
12.4

42.5
36.1

-73.0%
-70.8%
-60.2%
-71.6%

-69.0%
-59.1%
-44.2%
-67.0%

-52.2%
-47.7%
-19.8%
-19,2%

-51.5% 33
-40.0% 32
-39.3% 30
-57.2% 31

-62.9% 33
-61.5% 1 35
-47.7% 33
-65.2% 30

73.3% 27
45.9% 10

170.7% 15

79.6% 12

65
45
48

39

103

48

108

77

-46.1%
-56.8%
-32.5%
-24.5%

+58.5%
+6.7%

+125.0%
+97.4%

30.7
19.0
53.7
37.0

9.8
7.2

18.0
15.1

12.8
6.8

32.0
21.9

-58.3%
-64,2%
-40.4%
-408%

30.6% 27
-5.6 %1 25
77.8%
45.0% i 14

White females
African American and Other males
African American and Other females

1998 121

1998 84

1998 110

151

97

127

177

119
156

+46.3%
+41.7%
+41.8%

+17.2%
+22.7%
+22.8%

21.3
14.5
44.7

23.1
14.8
51.8

21.8
15.5
55.3

2.3%
6,9%

23.7%

-5.6% 16

4.7 %i 20
6.8% 12

1998 77 83 146 +89.6% +75.9% 30.0 35.0 46.5 55.0% 32.9%

io
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York County
Kids Count Trends 1980 to Present

Education= ,contin

Indicators Number Percent

Most

Recent Year
1980' 1990*

Most

Recent

Percent

Change 80-

pres

Percent

Change 90-

pres

1980 1990 M
Recent

s t

Percent

Chane 80-
pres

Percent

Change 90-

pres

14.5%White males 2002 237 132 205 -13.5% +55.3% 38.5 20.7 23.7 -38.4%

White females 2002 229 117 161 -29.7% +37.6% 37.1 19.5 20.1 -45.8% 3.1%

African American and Other males 2002 170 80 158 -7.1% +97.5% 70.5 37.7 53.2 -24.5% 41.1%

African American and Other females 2002 172 75 180 +4.7% +140.0% 71.4 38.3 51.4 -28.0% 34.2%

White males 2002 202 134 217 +7.4% +61.9% 32.8 21.0 25.1 -23.5% 19.5%

White females 2002 159 82 113 -28.9% +37.8% 25.7 13.6 14.1 -45.1% 3.7%

African American and Other males 2002 164 83 164 +0.0% +97.6% 67.8 39.1 55.6 -18.0% 42.2%

African American and Other females 2002 150 54 145 -3.3% +168.5% 62.2 27.6 41.3 -33.6% 49.6%

White males 1998 NA 160 NA NA NA NA 24.3 18.2 NA -25.1%

White females 1998 NA 79 NA NA NA NA 14.1 12.7 NA -9.9%

African American and Other males 1998 NA 87 NA NA NA NA 46 45.7 NA -0.7%

African American and Other females 1998 NA 89 NA NA NA NA 40.6 36.8 NA -9.4%

White males 2002 221 105 191 -13.6% +81.9% 34.0 20.8 24.7 -27.4% 18.8%

White females 2002 158 87 142 -10.1% +63.2% 23.9 15.3 18.3 -23.4% 19.6%

African American and Other males 2002 152 91 128 -15.8% +40.7% 69.4 49.7 55.2 -20.5% 11.1%

African American and Other females 2002 131 80 151 +15.3% +88.8% 57.5 40.8 51.0 -11.3% 25.0%

White males 2000-02 180 222 258 +43.1% +16.1% 25.6 30.5 31.3 22.1% 2.4%

White females 2000-02 156 169 174 +11.7% +3.1% 24.4 24.8 22.4 -7.9% -9.5%

African American and Other males 2000-02 111 88 116 +4.7% +31.4% 38.1 32.1 43.2 13.4% 34.5%

African American and Other females 2000-02 63 76 84 +33.9% +10.1% 25.5 27.7 28.7 12.6% 3.7%

White males NA 1,461 1,540 NA NA NA 30.3 27.6 NA NA NA

White females NA 1,432 1,237 NA NA NA 24.4 19.3 NA NA NA

African American and Other males NA 779 730 NA NA NA 45.7 45.8 NA NA NA

African American and Other females NA 527 592 NA NA NA 25 7 29 4 NA NA NA

White children
African American and Other children

White families
African American and Other families

-**

2000
2000

1,918
2,584

1,760
2,747

2,399
2,850

0 0

+25.1% +36.3% 8.4 7.2 7.8
+10.3% +3.7% 28.5 30.2 24.5

-7.1%
-14.2%

8.3%
-19.0%

2000
2000

49,072 $ 56,877
34,435 $ 34,652

NA
NA

NA
NA

NA
NA

NA
NA

NA NA
NA NA

NA
NA

NA
NA

Adolescent Risig Facolis

White 2001

African American and Other 2001

White males 2002
White females 2002
African American and Other males 2002
African American and Other females 2002

70 117 72 +2.9%
88 112 52 -40.9%

92 181 211 +129.3%
35 108 120 +242.9%

51 93 120 +/35.3%
10 72 64 +540.0%

-38.5% 2.2 3.8 1.9

-53.6% 7.7 9.9 3.9

+16.6% 4.0 7.6 8.0 100.6% 5.6%
+11.1% 1.5 4.8 4.4 190.9% -9.1%
+29.0% 6.2 12.5 12.1 95.5% -3.0%

-11.1% 1.2 8.7 6.0 398.4% -31.2%
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