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ABSTRACT

This Kids Count report examines state, county, and regional
trends in the well-being of Colorado's children. The first part of the report
is presented in four chapters. Chapter 1 includes findings regarding the '
increasing diversity of the child population, linguistic isolation, the
impact of parental unemployment, child poverty, and the affordable housing
challenge. Chapter 2 concerns vulnerable families, and presents findings
regarding teen parents, declines in the teen birth rate, parents with low
educational attainment, single-parent families, at-risk births, child abuse
and neglect, out-of-home placements, and children of incarcerated parents.
Chapter 3 highlights learning and education, and discusses the importance of
early learning, the value of high-quality early care, program funding, school
readiness, elementary and middle school student achievement, and outcomes of
higher education. Chapter 4 focuses on child health and reports findings on
health insurance, Medicaid enrollment, the state child health insurance
program, maternal and child health indicators, mental health, oral health,
asthma, obesity, chronic health conditions, and immunizations. The report
next describes the It's About Kids project to stimulate dialogue of
children's issues through a diverse child advocacy network. The remainder of
the report then presents comparative state and regional data for the year
2001 for the following indicators: (1) demographics; (2) single parent
families; (3) births to single women; (4) births to mothers lacking a high
school diploma; (5) teen births; (6) repeat teen births; (7) three risk
factor births (mothers under 25 years, unmarried, with less than 12 years of
education); (8) out-of-home placements; (9) children enrolled in TANF; (10)
children under 5 years receiving WIC; (11) children qualifying for
free/reduced lunch;. (12) median household income; (13) child poverty; (14)
children under 6 with all parents in labor force; (15) low birth weight
births; (16) early prenatal care; (17) women smoking during pregnancy; (18)
infant mortality; (19) child deaths; (20) teen deaths; (21) children enrolled

o Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made

from the original document. |




in Medicaid; (22) children enrolled in state health plan; (23) high school
graduates; (24) high school dropouts; (25) teen dropouts; and (26) idle
teens. The report concludes with data notes and definitions. (KB)
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