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ABSTRACT

This KIDS COUNT report examines statewide trends in the well-
being of Tennessee's children. The statistical portrait is based on 34
indicators of children's well-being in 5 broad areas: (1) infant, child, and
teen health, including enrollment in the TennCare Kreplacement for
Tennessee's Medicaid Program) insurance program, prenatal, low birthweight
infants, immunizations, enrollment in the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), and teen pregnancy and birth;
(2) child and teen well-being, including child abuse and neglect, child
death, teen violent death, juvenile justice, alcohol and substance abuse,
mental health, domestic violence, and state custody; (3) education, including
child care, Head Start, dropout rate, school safety, and school nutrition;
and (4) economic security, including poverty, focd stamps recipients, and
unemployment; and (5) demographics. Fcllowing the narrative highlighting
major findings, the report provides statewide data, followed by findings, by
county, for each of the indicators. Among the findings are the following: (1)
in 2001, Tennessee reached its highest immunization completion rate for 24-
month-olds; (2) the teen birth rate declined as did the rate for sexually
transmitted diseases; (3) the number of substantiated child abuse and neglect

cases decreased; (4) in 2001, 12 percent of all students attending Tennessee
f ; . i
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schools received special education services; (5) the percentage of children
younger than age five living in poverty in Tennessee grew by 7 percent
between 1990 and 2000; (6) during 2000, nearly one fourth of all Tennessee
households were headed by a single parent; and (7) Tennessee's minority youth
population grew by more than 1l percent in 2001, one of the fastest growing
segments of the population. The report concludes with a section of maps,
tables, and sources, and a section of data definitions and sources. (HTH)
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