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ABOUT THE INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT

The information in this report was compiled through an analysis of state laws, regulations,
credentialing applications, and written communications with state officials. Every effort has been
made to ensure the accuracy of the information presented here, but due to the complexity of some
of the regulations and the frequency with which state regulations can and do change, we cannot
guarantee that this report is completely without error. Readers are invited to bring any errors,
omissions, or changes to our attention at the American Counseling Association, Office of Public
Policy & Legislation, 5999 Stevenson Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304.

For additional information, or clarification or interpretation of any of the laws and regulations
summarized in this report, please contact the appropriate state agency.

American Counseling Association
Office of Public Policy & Legislation
5999 Stevenson Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22304
(800) 347-6647

Scott Barstow, Director (ext. 234) (sbarstow@counseling.org)
Joan Wodiska, Assistant Director (ext. 241) (jwodiska@counseling.org)
Christie Lum, Coordinator (ext. 354) (clum@counseling.org)

American School Counselor Association
801 North Fairfax Street
Suite 310
Alexandria, VA 22314
(800) 306-4722

Pam Gabbard, President
Brenda Melton, President-Elect
Richard Wong, Executive Director
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STATE CREDENTIALING OF
PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELORS

Professional school counselors are required by law and/ or regulation in every state to
obtain a state-issued credential in order to be employed in public schools. In some
states, this credential is called “certification”; others term it “licensure” or “endorsement”.

The requirements and qualifications needed to obtain this credential in each of the 50
states and the District of Columbia are summarized in the chart on pages 7-40 of this
report. The requirements outlined for each state are those necessary to obtain an initial
entry-level credential as a professional school counselor. Some states permit school
counselors to obtain provisional or temporary credentials pending their satisfaction

of all of these requirements. Readers who are interested in this option should contact
their state agency to learn whether, and under what circumstances, it may be available
in their state.

Renewal and Different Tiers of Licensure

or earn continuing education credits in order to renew their credentials. Some states
also have different tiers of credentialing, granting counselors with greater experience
and/or educational attainment, credentials of longer duration. Information about these
elements of state credentialing programs is omitted from this report.

Alternative Routes to Certification

A growing number of states are establishing alternative paths for the credentialing of
teachers and other school personnel. In compiling this report, we have tried to include
any alternative certification program that affects requirements for professional school
counselors. Information on this issue was difficult to obtain, however, and we would
welcome more information and feedback from professional school counselors and state
officials in those states that are implementing alternative certification programs.

| Most states require professional school counselors Ea'aéc;rvrvlbletewaidditibnal coursework

2

Guide to State Laws and Regulations on Professional School Counseling - March 2002




AN OVERVIEW OF STATE CREDENTIALING REQUIREMENTS

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

= All states require graduate education in guidance and counseling as an entry-level prerequisite
for state credentialing as a professional school counselor. Forty-one (41) states and the District of
Columbia require attainment of a Master’s degree in counseling and guidance or a related field.

= Twenty (20) states require applicants to complete a specific minimum number of credit hours of
graduate study in guidance and counseling before they can be credentialed. An additional seven
(7) states require this only if the Master’s degree earned is in a field other than school counseling
and guidance or teacher education. The number of required hours ranges from 18-39 semester
hours. Most states (12) require completion of 30 credit hours or more.

= Twelve (12) states require applicants to supplement their graduate education in guidance and
counseling with training or coursework in additional subject areas. These areas include:

Education of children with disabilities (6 states: CT, GA, IA, MO, NE, NV)
Multicultural issues (5 states: AK, MN, NE, NV, OR)

Substance abuse counseling (1 state: NV)

State and/or Federal laws and constitutions (3 states: NV, OR, WY)

Use and applications of technology in education (1 state: OR)
Identification and reporting of child abuse (2 states: NY, WA)

L JEE JEK JEE JEE JER J

= Twenty-eight (28) states and the District of Columbia require completion of a practicum and/or a
supervised, school-based internship. The prescribed duration of the internship ranges from 200-
700 clock hours.

EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS

= Twenty-five (25) states and the District of Columbia require applicants to have prevzous
- —employment experience-in-order-to obtain-an-entry-level credential.- T -

¢ Twenty-four (24) states and the District of Columbia require applicants to have previous
teaching or related experience (1-3 years).

¢ Five (5) of these states require applicants to have previous teaching or related experience (1-3
years), but permit these requirements to be satisfied by completion of a one-year supervised,
school-based internship (Connecticut, Delaware, Indiana, Minnesota, and Wisconsin).

¢ Two (2) states, Nevada and New Hampshire, require applicants to have previous teaching or
related experience only if their graduate study was in a major other than guidance and
counseling.

¢+ One (1) state, Maine, requires applicants to have previous work experience in any area.
3
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EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS

= Twenty-four (24) states use one or more standardized examinations as part of the credentialing

process. An additional eight (8) states use only state-administered tests (i.e., Massachusetts
Communication and Literacy Test).

¢ Seventeen (17) states use examinations that measure professional knowledge of the practice of

guidance and counseling (NTE Specialty Area Exam or Praxis II Specialty Area Exam in
School Guidance & Counseling and equivalents).

¢ Seventeen (17) states use examinations that measure basic proficiency in reading,
mathematics, and writing (the Praxis I PPST, NTE Core Battery, and equivalents).

¢ Six (6) states use examinations that measure professional knowledge of teaching and learning
(the NTE Specialty Area Exam in Teaching, Praxis Il Specialty Area Exam: Principles of
Learning & Teaching, and equivalents).

~ RECIPROCITY

= Thirty-four (34) states and the District of Columbia allow reciprocity.

CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS

= Fourty-three (43) states and the District of Columbia require criminal background checks of all
applicants. One (1) state, Nebraska, requires this only if the applicant is a non-Nebraska resident
or has not lived in the state for 5 consecutive years.

4
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USING AND UNDERSTANDING THE INFORMATION
PRESENTED IN THE CHART

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

This column sets out the minimum educational qualifications required to be credentialed as a
professional school counselor. Special coursework or training requirements (i.e., multicultural
training, identification of child abuse) are also detailed.

Recency Credit and Recency Experience

Many states require applicants to have earned at least a portion of their academic credits within the
past several years (generally, five years). Some also require that any experience applied toward
meeting expenence requlrements be recent as Well These requirements are denoted on the chart by
the terms “recency credit” and “recency experience”. The state agency should be contacted for more
information about the specifics of these requirements.

EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS

This column indicates what previous experience is required in order to obtain credentialing as a
professional school counselor. A number of states, for example, require applicants to have previous
classroom teaching experience. In some instances, these experience requirements may be satisfied
while working under a provisional or temporary credential. The state agency should be contacted to
learn whether this option is available.

EXAMINATION

A number of states require professional school counselors to pass standardized examinations as part
of their credentialing requirements. This column outlines the tests required and, if available, the
minimum passing score required.

Educatwnal Testing Service Assessments -

The Educational Testing Service (ETS) administers many of tests that are used by state agencies in
their credentialing program.

¢ Praxis I: Pre-Professional Skills Tests (PPST) measure proficiency in mathematics, reading, and
writing through multiple choice questions and an essay. They are administered by ETS on a
regular basis in pencil and paper format at sites throughout the country. Computer-based
versions of these assessments can also be taken by appointment at ETS field offices and other
sites.

¢ Praxis II: Specialty Area Exams measure proficiency in and knowledge of a specific field of
specialization, in this case, School Guidance and Counseling. In some cases, the Principles of
Learning and Teaching section is required.

5
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¢ The National Teacher Exam (NTE) Core Battery Tests measure proficiency in three areas: General
Knowledge, Communication Skills, and Professional Knowledge.

¢ The National Teacher Exam Specialty Area Tests measure proficiency in and knowledge of a
specific field of specialization. The applicable tests for professional school counselors are the
Teaching assessment and/or the School Guidance and Counseling assessment.

For more information about these examinations, contact ETS at 1-800-772-9476.
State-Administered Assessments

Some states have developed and administer their own assessments for school counselors, teachers,
and other school personnel. State agencies should be contacted for more information about these
assessments.

RECIPROCITY

This column indicates whether the state recognizes a comparable credential issued by another state
and permits applicants to use this credential to meet all or part of the state’s requirements for
credentialing.

The complexity of state reciprocity regulations and procedures precluded us from providing more
detailed information about how reciprocity is handled by each state. The process is never automatic,
however, and out-of-state credentials may only be substituted to the extent that they are comparable
to the credentials of the state in which the application is being made.

BACKGROUND CHECK

This column reports whether a state requires applicants to supply fingerprints and undergo a
criminal background check. Some additional background requirements, such as U.S. citizenship, are
also indicated here.

ACRONYMS
CACREP: Council for the Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs
NASDTEC: National Association of State Directors of Teacher Education & Certification
NBCC: National Board for Certified Counselors

NCC: National Certified Counselor, a credential issued by the National Board for Certified
Counselors (NBCC)

NCATE: National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

3
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