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INTRODUCTION

This directory, which is presented in four separately published sections, describes almost 1,100
discretionary grants and contracts supported by the Research to Practice Division of the Office of
Special Education Programs, which administers the discretionary programs authorized by the
1997 Amendments to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act IDEA). Some of the
projects were funded under the provisions of the original IDEA, but for the purposes of this
directory, they are grouped into four sections representing the seven program areas of IDEA,

Part D:

1: Research, Innovation, and Evaluation (which covers two programs: Research and
Innovation and Studies and Evaluations)

2: Personnel Preparation

3: Technical Assistance, Dissemination, Parent Information, and State Improvement
(which covers three programs: Technical Assistance and Dissemination; Parent Training and
Information; and State Improvement Grants)

4: Technology and Media Services

This section of the directory, "Technical Assistance, Dissemination, Parent Information, and
State Improvement" presents projects categorized in the following three discretionary programs:
Technical Assistance and Dissemination; Parent Training and Information; and State
Improvement Grants. The Technical Assistance and Dissemination program provides technical
assistance and information, through such mechanisms as institutes, Regional Resource Centers,
clearinghouses, and programs that support states and local entities in building capacity to
improve early intervention, educational, and transitional services and results for children with
disabilities and their families, and programs that address systemic-change goals and priorities.
The Parent Training and Information program aims to support parent training and information
centers to carry out activities that meet the needs of parents of children with disabilities living in
the area served by the center, particularly underserved parents and parents of children who may
be inappropriately identified; and to assist parents to understand the availability of, and how to
effectively use, procedural safeguards under the IDEA. The State Improvement program assists
state educational agencies and their partners in reforming and improving their systems for
providing educational, early intervention, and transitional services, including their systems for
professional development, technical assistance, and dissemination of knowledge about best
practices, to improve results for children with disabilities.

Within this section of the directory, the projects are grouped within the programs and
competitions under which they were funded. Within each competition, the projects are arranged
in order from the earliest to the most recent. Access to the project information is enhanced by
several indexes, which include:

Project Director Index

Organization Index

State Index

Subject Index
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84.086C
Center on Implementing Inclusive Education
for Children with Disabilities in Urban
_Districts, Particularly Students with
Severe Disabilities, as a Part of
Systemic Education Reform

Grant Number: H086C970005
Working to Scale in Urban Schools:
The National Urban Institute for School Improvement

Project Director: Kozleski, Elizabeth Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Colorado - Denver Ending Date: 9/30/02
National Inst for Urban School Improvement : 4
1380 Lawrence ‘ OSEP Contact: Anne Smith
Denver, CO 80204 . Voice: 202-205-8888
Voice: 303-556-3990; Fax: 303-556-6142 E-mail: anne.smith@ed.gov

E-mail: elizabeth_kozleski@ceo.cudenver.edu
Website: http://www.edc.org/urban

Purpose: Through networking, technology, action research, information systems, professional development
schools, model building, consensus, and dissemination, this project will support urban communities and families
to build their capacity for sustainable, successful inclusive schools,

Method: Using special education as a galvanizing agent, the Institute will develop three centers of activity: a
Research Synthesis Center, studying effective schooling practices and outcomes, urban life and culture, and
community stakeholders. The Implementation Center will study the linkages between school districts and insti-
tutions of higher education and the impact on preservice school professional preparation, action-research agen-
das, and the development of leadership teams. The Marketing, Dissemination, and Utilization Center will study
school reform agendas and educational networks within the general and special education communities with the
aim of creating high quality inclusive urban schools through information access and networking.

Products: Over the five years of the grant, the three centers of the Institute will focus on various outcomes. The
Research Synthesis Center intends to incorporate theory and research findings about the inclusion of students
with disabilities into systemic educational reform efforts, including efforts to improve education in multicultural
environments. The Implementation Center will support the continued improvement of inclusive urban schools
through assets mapping, continuous school improvement processes, and professional development schools. The
Marketing, Dissemination, and Utilization Center intends to link, inform, and strengthen national networks of
parents, education professionals, and advocacy groups interested in pursuing inclusion of students with
disabilities as a component of systemic educational reform in urban districts.

9
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84.326A
and Practice Audiences with
the 1997 Amendments of IDEA

%

Linking Policy

i,

Grant Number: H326A980004
Family and Advocates Partnership for Education

Project Director: Goldberg, Paula F.; Jordan, Dixie . Beginning Date: 10/01/98
PACER Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
4826 Chicago Avenue South .

Minneapolis, MN 55417-1098 OSEP Contact: Deborah Price-Ellingstad
Voice: 612-827-2966; Fax: 952-838-0190 Voice: 202-260-2121
E-mail: pgoldberg@pacer.org ‘ E-mail: deborah.price@ed.gov

Website: http.//www.pacer.org

Purpose: PACER Center will establish the Families and Advocates Partnership for Education as a strong partner-
ship linking together families, advocates, and self-advocates to focus on the implementation of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Amendments of 1997, including Part C. This partnership, representing
the needs of 5.8 million children with disabilities, focuses on the target audiences of students receiving special
and general education, their family members, and disability advocacy organizations. The goals of the project
are: 1) to inform and provide support to families and advocates through a partnership among families and dis-
ability organizations; 2) to promote research-based best practices that positively impact the results for children
with disabilities in accessing challenging curricula, meeting high expectations, realizing success through ongoing
assessment of progress, and increasing the involvement of parents and disability advocates in children’s pro-
grams; and 3) to maintain effective and efficient networking, marketing, and outreach activities that ensure
broad-based understanding of the 1997 IDEA changes and promote proper implementation at the state and local
levels.

Method: To achieve the first goal, the project will link with over 1,500 advocacy organizations around the nation
representing children in special education as well as those in regular education. A group of 11 core partners will
be actively involved in developing a coordinated system of communication to facilitate information exchange,
promote networking, leverage resources, and ensure that families and advocates across the nation have a voice in
the implementation of the IDEA Amendments of 1997. To achieve the second goal, each core partner will iden-
tify strategies to reach underserved and underrepresented families and advocates to ensure that they receive
appropriate and up-to-date information on best practices as well as to provide feedback to researchers. To
achieve the third goal, the project will provide representation and continual input from families and advocates to
the Linking Policies and Practices (LPP) Coordinating Committee. Core partners will identify additional nation-
al and community groups, including business partners, who are stakeholders in the education of children to
become a part of the partnership and provide outreach to families and advocates. The 11 core partners include:
1) the National Technical Assistance Alliance for Parent Centers, which coordinates technical assistance delivery
to all 78 federally funded IDEA parent and information centers, including the Community Parent Resource
Centers, in the U.S. through four regional centers; 2) Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health
(FFCMH), a national parent-run organization for families of children with emotional, behavioral, or mental

10
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disorders; 3) Academy for Educational Development (AED), which operates the National Information Center for
Children and Youth with Disabilities (NICHCY), the National Transition Alliance, the Federal Resource Center
for Special Education, the National Institute for Work and Learning, and other projects, which reach over 80,000
parents and advocates annually; 4) the Center for Law and Education (CLE), a national advocacy organization
dedicated to improving the quality of education for all children and youth, particularly those from low-income
families, which operates three national projects: Title I and School Advocacy Reform Project, Vocational
Education High School Reform Project, and Educational Rights for Students with Disabilities; 5) Family Voices, a
grassroots national network speaking on behalf of the 12.6 million children with special health care needs in the
U.S.; 6) National Down Syndrome Congress (NSDC), which has 600 parent groups in all 50 states and over
10,000 members; 7) National Council on Independent Living (NCIL), which provides information and assistance
to more than 450 Centers for Independent Living in every state; 8) National Coalition for Parent Involvement in
Education (NCPIE), which is a coalition of over 70 national organizations that have been working together to fos-
ter family, school, and community partnerships, and which represents the leaders in regular education and has the
potential to disseminate information to 3 million people; 9) National Indian Child Welfare Association (NICWA),
which assists American Indian families on reservations and throughout the country and provides information on
policies and legislation, training, and technical assistance to all tribes including information regarding schools and
IDEA,; 10) Fiesta Educativa, which assists Latino and Spanish-speaking families in urban and rural areas; and 11)
National Association for Parents of the Visually Impaired, which has members in every state.

Products: An ongoing needs assessment among the core partners will provide continual input from families and
advocates. Information will be provided through the latest technology, including a partnership World Wide Web
site, e-mail, yearly train-the-trainers conferences on IDEA, standardized curricula, and a toll-free information
number for technical assistance to families. Core partners will provide a yearly work plan that outlines a needs
assessment, communication strategies with constituents, and an outreach plan to ensure that the needs of under-
-served and underrepresented families and advocates are heard. Over 1 million families, advocates, and self-
advocates have the potential to be reached each year. The project will identify existing databases on best prac-
tices and develop a new database on the World Wide Web, and will provide information and linkages for
research projects. A team of experts will provide technical assistance for a broad-based media and marketing
campaign to promote public awareness of the 1997 IDEA Amendments and improved outcomes for children.

Grant Number: H326A980005
Linking Policy and Practices Audiences with the 1997 Amendments of IDEA:
IDEA Local Implementation by Local Administrators (ILIAD) Partnership

Project Director: Marsal, Linda Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Council for Exceptional Children Ending Date: 9/30/03
1110 N. Glebe Rd., Suite 300

Arlington, VA 22201-5704 OSEP Contact: Selete Avoke
Voice: 703-264-9497; Fax: 703-264-1637 Voice: 202-205-8157
E-mail: lindam@cec.sped.org E-mail: Selete.Avoke@ed.gov

Website. http://www.ideapractices.org

Purpose: The vision of the ILIAD is three-fold: 1) to provide accurate information related to the successful
administration of IDEA ‘97 to every school/early intervention site in the U.S.; 2) to assure responsive systems
are in place for facilitating implementation of IDEA ‘97; and 3) over the course of the five-year project, to
develop a critical mass of school leadership sites implementing effective IDEA and instructional practices for
young children and students with disabilities. The eight goals of this project are the following: 1) increase the
knowledge of local administrators (primarily principals, local directors of special education and pupil personnel,

13



6 TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

early childhood coordinators, superintendents, and curriculum supervisors) about the range of options for meet-
ing the legal requirements of IDEA 97 Amendments and regulations through telecasts, electronic venues, and
multimedia packages in at least 7,000 school districts (reaching at least 100,000 administrators); 2) establish a
technical assistance/materials development and evaluation process, creating high quality products, explanations
of legal requirements, and strategies for enhancing site-based management of IDEA in at least 7,000 school dis-
tricts; 3) accelerate IDEA knowledge accumulation in and dissemination to at least 4,000 school districts by col-
laborating with a network of cross- functional teams and IDEA Spotlight Implementation Sites; 4) provide guid-
ance to administrators in at least 4,000 districts concerning school-wide models for implementing IDEA, includ-
ing recommendations for positive behavioral supports, accommodations, fully supported inclusion, due process
procedures, assessment, assistive technology, accessing the general education curriculum, collaboration among
general and special educators, interagency fiscal coordination, enhanced family involvement, and other areas; 5)
prepare state and local representatives and establish rapid-response systems (including World Wide Web site
information and discussion groups, and ultimately at least 6 regional cadres of cross-disciplinary trainers); 6)
promote site-based IDEA leadership models with effective administrator/staff leadership, professional develop-
ment activities, and collaboration among principals and Directors of Special Education and general and special
educators in at least 4,000 school districts; 7) develop an IDEA Administrator’s Resource Network of at least
100 administrators to match needs with leaders and emerging experts; and 8) assure that models and mecha-
nisms are in place for continual improvement and ongoing support.

Method: The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), the Council for Administrators in Special Education
(CASE), the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP), the Urban Special Education
Leaming Collaborative (USELC), the National Alliance of Black School Educators (NABSE), the American
Association of School Administrators (AASA), and the Council of Great City Schools (CGCS) will work coop-
eratively with other associations to address the needs of their members and other administrators regarding the
implementation of the IDEA Amendments of 1997. Through this partnership, and the relationship with the other
Linking Policy and Practices (LPP) Partnerships and the LPP Coordinating Committee, the project will provide
local administrators with the knowledge and skills they need to guide implementation of the changes that IDEA
‘97 requires. The Linking Policy and Practices Coordinating Committee (LPPCC) will: 1) provide technical
assistance and develop materials to assure clarity, practicality, accuracy, consistency of messages, and efficient
use of resources across the partnerships; 2) provide partnerships with timely information, including information
on pertinent research; 3) implement an expert review process reviewing materials for technical accuracy, practi-
cality, and clarity; 4) implement a joint marketing, training, outreach, and dissemination plan; and 5) conduct a
communications campaign highlighting the implementation of research-based practices to increases public
awareness of effectiveness and outcomes of those practices. To implement the ILIAD, primary and associate
partners will form an affiliation of fluid, cross-functional teams to enhance project decision making, problem
solving, and resource development. The project goals will be operationalized in the following phases: Phase 1:
Developing & Disseminating IDEA Information and Resources; Phase 2: Implementing Responsive Systems;
Phase 3: Cultivating Emerging Leadership/Quality & Program Improvement; and Phase 4: Establishing Models
for Continual Support and Improvement.

Products: By the year 2003, the project will result in; 1) students with better access to the general education cur-
riculum, 2) special education teachers and other service providers collaborating in an educational environment
that is supportive of their needs for both professional development activities and for timely information dissemi-
nated in multiple formats, and 3) administrators with information, strategies, and supports to assist them in their
roles in implementing IDEA ‘97. The project includes four major components supporting local administrators’
roles in implementing IDEA ‘97: 1) materials development and information dissemination, 2) the creation of
rapid-response systems using cross-association networks through collaboration with six implementation sites, 3)
use of multiple electronic linkages, and 4) leadership and capacity development within school districts. The
project will provide multimedia materials to every elementary, middle, and secondary school and a substantial
number of early intervention programs in the U.S., and create a critical mass of school districts that are

12
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implementing effective, research-based instructional practices. Technical assistance will be provided to individ-
ual schools and school districts through a mechanism which allows for site-based management and control:
regional cadres of cross-disciplinary trainers will provide technical assistance through satellite broadcasts, World
Wide Web site discussion groups, videotape vignettes, on-site consultations, and state, local, and national presen-
tations, with at least one event each quarter throughout years 1-5. It is anticipated that for each project year, one
multi-media package, one trifold brochure, and five to eight medium-sized (10-15 page) documents or equiva-
lent will be produced.

Grant Number: H326A 980006
Linking Policy and Practices Audiences with the
1997 Amendments of IDEA: Associations of Service Providers
Implementing IDEA Reforms in Education (ASPIIRE)

Project Director: Marsal, Linda Beginning Date: 10/01/98
- Council for Exceptional Children Ending Date: 9/30/03

1110 N. Glebe Rd., Suite 300

Arlington, VA 22201-5704 OSEP Contact: Selete Avoke

Voice: 703-264-9497; Fax: 703-264-1637 Voice: 202-205-8157

E-mail: lindam@cec.sped.org E-mail: Selete.Avoke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.ideapractices.org

Purpose: The vision of ASPIIRE is three-fold: 1) to provide accurate information regarding IDEA 1997 to every
school/early intervention site in the United States; 2) to assure that responsive systems are in place for facilitat-
ing implementation of IDEA; and 3) over the course of the five-year project, to develop a critical mass of school
leadership sites implementing effective IDEA and instructional practices for young children and students with
disabilities.

Method: The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), the National Education Association (NEA), the American
- Federation of Teachers (AFT), the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA), the National
Association of Educators of Young Children (NAEYC), the CEC Division for Early Childhood (DEC), the
National Association of School Psychologists (NASP), the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
(ASHA), and the American Vocation Association (AVA) will work with other national associations to facilitate
the implementation of IDEA and effective instructional practices for. young children and youth with disabilities.
To implement ASPIIRE, primary and associate partners, building upon their existing resources and established
networks, will form an affiliation of fluid, cross-functional teams to enhance project decision-making, problem
solving, and resource development. ASPIIRE’s goals will be operationalized in the following phases: Phase 1:
Developing and Disseminating IDEA Information and Resources; Phase 2: Implementing Responsive Systems;
Phase 3: Cultivating Emerging Leadership/Quality and Program Improvement; and Phase 4: Establishing ASPI-
IRE Models for Continual Support and Improvement. The project will collaborate with other Linking Policies
and Practices (LPP) Partnerships and the LPP Coordinating Committee to enhance outreach and widespread dis-
semination to the 3 million educators and related service professionals throughout the U.S.

Products: By the year 2003, students will have better access to the general education curriculum, and special edu-
cation teachers and other service providers will collaborate in an educational environment that is supportive of
their needs for professional development activities and for timely information disseminated in multiple formats.
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Grant Number: H326A000001
The Policymaker Partnership

Project Director: East, Bill; Cashman, Joanne Beginning Date: 10/01/00
National Association of State Directors of Special Education, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
1800 Diagonal Road, Suite 320

Alexandria, VA 22314-2840 OSEP Contact: Deborah Price-Ellingstad
Voice: 703-519-3800; Fax: 703-519-3808 Voice: 202-260-2121
E-mail: jcashman@nasdse.org E-mail: deborah.price@ed.gov

Purpose: The goal of this project is to enhance the capacity of policy makers to act as informed change agents in
improving educational results for children with disabilities. The National Association of State Directors of
Special Education (NASDSE) will continue the Policymaker Partnership for Implementing IDEA ‘97, a project
that links policymakers as partners working together to contribute to the successful implementation of the IDEA
1997 Amendments, thereby improving educational results for children with disabilities. The project will contin-
ue to conduct the four strategic objectives: 1) to develop and implement collaborative processes for the operation
of the Partnership Coordinating Committee (PCC) and the Policymakers’ Partnership (PMP) that will sustain all
partnerships beyond the term of the project; 2) to engage, with other Partnership Coordinating Committee (PCC)
members, in a communication/marketing/media campaign that demonstrates positive educational results for chil-
dren with disabilities based on research and best practices; 3) to develop cross-partner exploration of IDEA
issues, capture the interchange in policy-relevant products, disseminate essential implementation inforration
based on research, and meet the identified needs of PMP constituent groups; and 4) to develop and sustain infor-
mation, technical assistance, and support networks within and across partnerships, including primary partners,
supporting partners, linking partners, OSEP, the other IDEA Partnerships, and consumers.

Method: This partnership is operating among associations and other entities so that they can contribute to the
successful implementation of IDEA, including Part C. The Policymaker Partmership provides represented con-
stituency groups with research-based information, support, and technical assistance that will assist in: 1) review-
ing and revising policies addressing the education of students with disabilities to align them with goals of IDEA
‘97, 2) developing systems change strategies for implementing IDEA ‘97 in the context of general education
reform; and 3) administering and managing systems change for implementation of IDEA ‘97 over time in the
context of general education reform. The PMP works within and across the other three partnership audiences
along with the Coordinating Committee in order to comprehensively assist and support all partnerships. The pri-
mary audiences for the Policymaker Partnership are governors, general/special education policymakers, curricu-
lum developers, mental health agencies, university administrators, and faculty who enact legislation, promulgate
rules, and/or oversee the implementation of special education and related services to infants, children, and youth
with disabilities within school and early intervention programs.

Products: A policy partnership that focuses on the information and technical assistance needs of these key
groups will improve implementation of IDEA ‘97 by focusing policymakers on the impact of policy decisions on
students with disabilities. The work of the primary, supporting, and linking partners is pursued through cross-
partner communication including, meetings, retreats, electronic communication and response channels, private
World Wide Web site links, and monthly print updates.

14
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84.326C
Projects for Chiidren and Young Adults
Who Are D |

Grant Number: H326C990001
The Kansas Project for Children and Young Adults Who Are Deaf Bﬂnrmd

Project Director: Ottlinger, Kerry; Cook, Jeff Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Kansas State Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
Student Support Services '

120 SE 10th Ave. OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Topeka, KS 66612-1182 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 785-296-0917; Fax: 785-296-1413 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: XOttlinger@ksde.org

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to ensure that 125 identified children and young adults (birth through 21
years) with deaf-blindness, their families, and their educators will receive technical assistance and services that
reflect effective educational practices in general education and community environments based on identified
needs.

Method: The goals of the project are intended to certify children who are deaf-blind; expand the current system
of local capacity building through a consultant network; expand interagency transition teams; maintain a trainer
of trainers model (birth to five); develop a parent and family network; continue to acquire, develop, and dissemi-
nate products that contain proven effective educational service delivery; and maintain an active advisory board.
These efforts will be enhanced through the Kansas Improvement Plan for Special Education in collaboration
with other agencies responsible for providing services to all stakeholders including various state department
agencies, state schools for the blind and for the deaf, local education agencies, and university training programs.

Products: The outcome of these collaborative arrangements will directly impact the lives of students and their
families, as well as effect system change at local and state levels that will be documented through an extensive
evaluation system.

Grant Number: H326C990002
Technical Assistance and Training for Service Providers of
Children with Deafblindness in Delaware

Project Director: Mieczkowski, Mary Ann Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Delaware Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
Division for Exceptional Children

Townsend Building, P.O. Box 1402 - OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Dover, DE 19903 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 302-454-2305; Fax: 302-739-2388 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: mmieczkowsk@state.de.us
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Purpose: This project will address the critical technical assistance and training needs in providing services to
infants, toddlers, children, and youth with deaf-blindness throughout Delaware, as identified by families, educa-
tional and related personnel.

Method: The project will facilitate activities that will address these goals: 1) Every child with deaf-blindness
from birth through 21 years will have access to and information regarding services within Delaware; 2) Families
will have knowledge and skills to be equal participants in the educational planning and programming for their
children with disabilities; 3) Formal personnel preparation programs will be established within the state to
increase the number of teachers and related personnel, qualified and certified, to serve students with deaf-blind-
ness from birth through 21 years, and their families; 4) Direct service personnel, in collaboration with families,
will develop, implement, and evaluate appropriate educational plans for children with deaf-blindness that reflect
best practices; and 5) The Delaware Program for Deafblind Children’s Resource Team will demonstrate skills
that reflect current best practices. Activities will include family support groups that will be facilitated by a
trained counselor who is the parent of an adult daughter with deaf-blindness. Family coordinators will plan fam-
ily activities, including single day and weekend trainings. Individual and group training and consultation will be
based on needs identified by the families and providers, representing homes, 28 educational settings, and 16
school districts serving children statewide. Accommodations and support services will be identified and provid-
ed to ensure equal accessibility and participation.

Products: The project provides support for qualified resource personnel to give systematic and ongoing technical
assistance to the classroom staff, administrators, families, and other providers serving the 58 children who are
deaf-blind in Delaware. Products will include: weekly resource team reports; training; technical assistance;
resource mateﬂaL&Esomcje_library; Eld newsletters.

e e ——

Grant Number: H326C990003
New Jersey Technical Assistance Project — “Educational Resources and
Support Services on Behalf of Children with Deafblindness”

Project Director: Petroff, Jerry G. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
New Jersey Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500 ' OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 609-292-5894; Fax: 609-292-5558 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: JerryGP@aol.com E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: This interagency initiative of the New Jersey Department of Education will coordinate and unify
resources to provide inservice support, technical assistance, and other support services regarding the education
of children and youth with deaf-blindness. Global initiatives of this project are: 1) the promotion of education in
natural environments/inclusive settings that support full participation and citizenship; and 2) the promotion of
effective practices based on current research representing areas of identification, assessment, education, and
habilitation. These practices include functional peer-referenced curriculum, assistive technology to include aug-
mentative/alternative communication, positive approaches to challenging behaviors, and alternative methods to
traditional assessment.

Method: N.J. TAP provides a full range of support services to families as well as personnel from educational
programs and/or other service providers. These services include information and resources, technical assistance,
and inservice support intended to facilitate the delivery of quality services for infants, toddlers, children, and
youth with deaf-blindness and to assure implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. The
project will promote educational/habilitative technical assistance that is anchored to individual students and their
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families utilizing a child/family-centered approach that is culturally sensitive and meets individual needs and
preferences. The project will coordinate statewide collaborative initiatives regarding the transition of young
adults from school to adult life and facilitate systems change on a state and local level through capacity building
and the infusion of issues related to deaf-blindness across school reform initiatives. The New Jersey Technical
Assistance Project (N.J. TAP) will continue previously established partnerships with the New Jersey
Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CBVI) and The Prism Organization, Inc., the statewide organi-
zation for families of children with deaf-blindness.

Products: The project will disseminate information and resources regarding research-based practices in educa-
tion and related issued essential to enhancing the quality of life of individuals with deaf-blindness in newsletters,
brochures, parent’s guides, network gutdes, and a World Wide Web site.

—
p————

Grant Number: H326C990004
Idaho Project for Children and Youth with Deaf-Blindness

Project Director: Greenfield, Robin G. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of Idaho Ending Date: 9/30/03
Center on Disabilities and Human Development

129 Third St. OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Moscow, ID 83843 . Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 208-364-4012; Fax: 208-364-4035 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: rgreen@uidaho.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to enhance the quality of educational and community-based services for
infants, toddlers, children, and young adults in Idaho who are deaf-blind.

Method: The goals of the project include identification of infants, toddlers, children, and youth in Idaho who are
deaf-blind; building capacity of families to enhance their children’s education and development; increasing the
capacity of teachers and other service providers to provide quality educational, transitional, and related services;
and creating a process to gain community oversight, coordination, and collaboration at the state and local level.
Project activities to support service providers and families include an in-state Transdisciplinary Team and access
to other qualified consultants. :

Products: Products include a quarterly newsletter; the project’s World Wide Web page; fact sheets; a parent
resource directory; a video and materials lending library; trainings for teachers, paraprofessionals, and support
personnel; and an annual parent conference.

Grant Number: H326C990005
Kentucky Services for Children Who Are Deafblind

Project Director: Lewis, Preston; Grisham-Brown, Jennifer Beginning Date: 10/01/99

Kentucky Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
Division of Exceptional Children Services

500 Mero Street, RM 836 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Frankfort, KY 40601 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 502-564-4970; Fax: 502-564-6721 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: plewis@kde.state ky.us
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Purpose: The goals of this project are to identify all children in the state who are deaf-blind; to provide training
and technical assistance to improve the quality of early intervention, special education, related services, and tran-
sitional services; and to enhance the state’s capacity to improve outcomes for children ages birth to 21 who are
deaf-blind and their families in inclusive environments with programs designed to lead toward full community
participation.

Method: The project is an integrated effort by the State Education Agency (SEA) ti.cough the Division of
Exceptional Children Services (DECS) and the Division of Extended Learning Services (DELS). DECS will
provide overall management to assure that local services for children who are deaf-blind are fully integrated in
programs that serve students with and without disabilities. Through a collaborative arrangement with DECS, the
University of Kentucky Deaf-blind Project will provide identification, collaboration, family support, training,
and technical assistance to families, schools, and agencies serving children who are deaf-blind. This project will
also closely coordinate with the lead agency in Kentucky for Part C: the Cabinet for Health Services. The proj-
ect will also work to collaborate with agencies statewide to facilitate systems change efforts for students who are
deaf-blind; to provide technical assistance on behalf of students on the Kentucky Deafblind Census in order to
improve student outcomes; to coordinate preservice and inservice training regarding deaf-blindness as part of
Kentucky’s Comprehensive System of Personnel Development and State Improvement Grant; and to coordinate
transition planning through person-centered planning processes.

Products: Approximately 168 Kentucky children who are deaf-blind, their families, and service providers across
the state will be served through this project. The project will ensure that children and young adults who are
deaf-blind have access to high quality education that prepares them for employment and independent living, that
infants and young children (birth to three) and their families will receive comprehensive early intervention serv-
ices, and that best practices are infused into all services to assure that there are improved results for children and
young adults who are deaf-blind. _

Grant Number: H326C990006
Alaska Dual Sensory Impairment Services

Project Director: Gaar, Sara J. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Special Education Service Agency Ending Date: 9/30/03
2217 E. Tudor Road, Suite 1 '

Anchorage, AK 99507 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 907-562-7372; Fax: 907-562-0545 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: sgaar@sesa.org E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The goals of this project are the following: 1) to provide technical assistance, training, and information
that enhances the early intervention, special education, related services, and transition services needs of children
with deaf-blindness; 2) to promote system change through enhancing local and state capacity in improving serv-
ices for children with deaf-blindness and their families; and 3) to develop and implement procedures to evaluate
the impact of the project’s activities on services and outcomes for children with deaf-blindness and their fami-
lies.

Method: This statewide project will provide technical assistance to local education agencies, infant learning pro-
grams, families, and others responsible for educating children and young adults with deaf-blindness. Technical
assistance will be provided through an array of services including site visits by staff experienced in deaf-blind-
ness; support to attend trainings specifically addressing effective practices in deaf-blindness; promotion of
home-school partnerships and collaborative teaming; and access to a parent navigator, an extensive lending
library, resources, and information.
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>

Products: Information will be disseminated about dual sensory impairment (DSI) services and deaf-blindness
(DB) through a World Wide Web site providing current information about DB, DSI services, and links; a pam-
phlet and a revision of the current brochure about DB, services, and local and national information; a parent
resource handbook revised to update information for newly referred families; a DSI Services newsletter, called
Keeping in Touch; and an Usher screening brochure.

ma—

Grant Number: H326C990007
Arkansas Project for Children with Deafblindness

Project Director: Harding, Marcia; Tripcony, Darleen R. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Arkansas Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
#4 State Capitol Mall, Room 105C

Little Rock, AR 72201-1071 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 501-682-4222; Fax: 501-682-4313 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: mharding@arkedu.k12.ar.us ‘ E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The goals of this deaf-blind services project include the following: to identify systemic change and
school reform objectives; to increase the local capacity to provide appropriate services; to increase parent/family
satisfaction; to promote school reform and systemic change; to maintain a state registry of children who are
deaf-blind; and to continuously monitor the effectiveness of project activities.

Method: The activities of the project wil] include collaboration with state and local education agencies, institu-
tions of higher education, service providers, and the state parent groups and other agencies to provide special-
‘ized technical assistance in the areas of quality indicators, identification, alternate assessment, best practices, and
other areas of need. Evaluation will consist of follow up with participants, review of Individualized Education
Programs, consumer satisfaction surveys, and workshop evaluations.

Products: Products will include a World Wide Web page with links to local and national resources on deaf-blind-
ness, a newsletter, an e-mail distribution list, technical assistance, and training. The World Wide Web page will
be available to all service providers and families with Internet access, and mail-outs and newsletters will be
available to those persons without Internet access. Distance learning through the use of compressed video will
be available statewide through the Arkansas Department of Education and the 15 regional education service
cooperatives. '

s— —

Grant Number: H326C990008
Georgia Deaf-Blind Project

Project Director: Heller, Kathryn W, Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Georgia State University Ending Date: 9/30/03
University Plaza

Atlanta, GA 30303-3083 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 404-651-2310; Fax: 404-651-4901 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: kheller@gsu.edu - E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The goals of this project are to promote systems change; increase local capacity to serve students with
deaf-blindness; and provide statewide technical assistance to children with deaf-blindness, their families, and
service providers.
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Method: The objectives of this project are to: 1) locate and identify children with deaf-blindness and maintain a
deaf-blind census (including addressing statewide screening); 2) promote systems change through collaboration
with State Improvement Grant activities (in areas such as training, inclusion, parent-school partnerships, and
transition); 3) build statewide local capacity (through advisor training, best practice sites, and preservice train-
ing); 4) provide early intervention technical assistance and early transition services to infants and young children
with deaf-blindness, their families, and service providers (through weekly in-home visits and monthly transition
services); and 5) provide technical assistance to children with deaf-blindness, their families and service
providers through on-site consultation, trainings, and referrals; provide related services through bimonthly in-
home visits; and develop family and sibling groups and networks.

Products: The project will disseminate information through its World Wide Web site, newsletter, monograph
production, and its loaner bank.

Grant Number: H326C990009
Indiana Deafblind Services Project: State Technical Assistance and
Training Project to Provide Services in Collaboration with
Other Providers to Children and Youth with Deafblindness

Project Director: Goehl, Karen Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Indiana State University Ending Date: 9/30/03
Blumberg Center _

School of Education, Room 502 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Terre Haute, IN 47809 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 812-237-2830; Fax: 812-237-8089 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: soegoeh@befac.indstate.edu

Purpose: The goal of this project is to improve the quality of technical assistance services and thereby result in
more productive outcomes for children who are deaf-blind. The statewide technical assistance project will
enhance the communication, education, vocation, and inclusion of the 214 identified Indiana infants, toddlers,
children, and youth who are deaf-blind. Match Maker Project: This project consists of a model using interactive
media designed to enhance travel and orientation skills of learners who are deaf-blind and have multiple disabili-
ties within contextual environments. By focusing on concerns about travel and orientation for these leamers, the
project will address the lack of professional training resources pertinent to this population. Project goals will
focus on developing, piloting, replicating, and disseminating materials that will provide support for training and
decision-making of teams for these learners. A consortium of five states has committed to implementing the
goals, objectives, and activities of this project.

Method: The project will provide technical assistance, including site-based consultation, small- and large-group
training, and support to Indiana families and service providers. Project objectives and activities include: 1) fam-
ily/educator partnerships; 2) research-based effective practices in the delivery of technical assistance and train-
ing; 3) accountability systems that demonstrate student proficiencies; 4) opportunities for youth to secure mean-
ingful employment; S) collaboration activities which are capacity building and are infused into state/local sys-
tems; and 6) the development and dissemination of materials reflecting effective practices.

Products: The project will develop and disseminate Usher training materials, videotape(s) on special topics in
deaf-blind education, newsletters, transition/job development materials, World Wide Web-based course materials
on vision and deaf-blindness, and indicators for successful collaboration between special and general education
professionals.
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Grant Number: H326C990011
Alabama Deaf-Blind Project to Provide Technical Assistance and
Statewide Census for Persons Who Are Deaf-Blind

Project Director: Sanspree, Mary Jean Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of Alabama - Birmingham Ending Date: 9/30/03
Worrell Bldg, 110C 924 18th St., South

Birmingham, AL 35294-0111 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 205-934-6723; Fax: 205-934-6722 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: MSanspree@ICare.Opt.UAB.Edu E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The Alabama Deaf-Blind Project will continue to utilize the strong interagency collaborative founda-
tion established in a previous project and further build on the capacity of state and local agencies to facilitate the
achievement of improved outcomes by children who are deaf-blind and their families. The successful comple-
tion of project activities will support systemic change and school reform in the state via strong collaborative
efforts between the Alabama State Improvement Grant (SIG), local school districts, parents, and serv1ce/educa-
tional programs.

Method: This project will utilize a multiple track service delivery model to deliver appropriate technical assis-
tance (TA) services across the ages to service providers and parents. The project activities are based on annual
need assessments and individual TA requests, and involve strong collaborative efforts among the project, par-
ents, and service/educational programs. All activities are implemented using research-based strategies and tech-
niques. Project objectives will be implemented by a variety of pre- and in-service training activities where
effective strategies to work with the targeted population in natural environments are demonstrated.

Products: Products will include such items as procedural manuals, protocols for training/replication, overhead
transparencies, CD’s, videotapes, and presentation kits utilizing technology tools and best practices/strategies.
Products will be user specific with the tools provided ranging from demonstrated strategies to the use of sophis-
ticated technology options, depending on available local resources and TA needs. Project activities will impact
all 359 individuals currently on the registry as well as newly identified candidates, all 67 counties in the state,
and 131 school districts.

Grant Number: H326C990012
Mississippi Services for Children and Young Adults with Deaf-Blindness

Project Director: McDowell, Linda Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of Southern Mississippi Ending Date: 9/30/03
Department of Special Education

Box 5115 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-5115 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 601-266-6143; Fax: 601-266-4978 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: lindamcdowell@usm.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to provide technical assistance activities to approximately 140 infants,
school-age and transition-age students, their families, service providers, and support organizations throughout
- the state of Mississippi. The lack of available preservice training programs with an emphasis on deaf-blindness
and state-wide, research-based, effective assessment, programming, and support practices for infants, children,
and youth with deaf-blindness necessitates the on-going, specialized technical assistance to families and service
providers that this project offers.
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Method: Project objectives include: 1) identification of eligible participants and the maintenance of the Deaf-
Blind Registry and Census Reports as required by federal agencies, for program planning and evaluation purpos-
es; 2) facilitation of systems change, increasing the state and local capacity to determine needs and provide col-
laborative services and improved outcomes for individuals with deaf-blindness and their families; 3) provision of
an array of technical assistance, training, and information dissemination activities to families and local and state
agencies/organizations reflecting research-based practices that result in collaborative assessment, appropriate
placement, and a network of support services for children with deaf-blindness; 4) management of project activi-
ties for effective and efficient implementation of objectives resulting in improved outcomes for children and
young adults with deaf-blindness; and 5) evaluation of the cost-effectiveness and impact of project activities on
systems change and increasing state and local capacity to provide services resulting in improved outcomes for
children with deaf-blindness.

Products: The overall impact and benefit of the project will be a stronger, cost-effective collaborative assess-
ment and service delivery system for infants, children, and youth with deaf-blindness and their families.
Additional benefits will be increased capacity of state and local agencies and organizations to achieve outcomes
such as improved educational opportunities, social networking, and community living and employment options
for individuals with deaf-blindness.

Grant Number: H326C990013
California Deaf-Blind Services

Project Director: Franklin, Barbara; Goetz, Lori; McMenamin, Patrick Beginning Date: 10/01/99
San Francisco State University Ending Date: 9/30/03
1600 Holloway Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94132 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 415-338-6230; Fax. 415-338-2493 ' Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: 1goetz@sfsu.edu E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The project will focus on building local and state capacity to work with children (birth through 21)
who are deaf-blind and to support their families. This effort will be accomplished within the context of ongoing
school reform which promotes integration of services for children and their families. Match Maker Project: The
Match Maker project will focus on the use of technology to enhance the dissemination of information on effec-
tive practices for individuals who are deaf-blind. The project will assess the assistive technology (AT) needs of
young adults who are deaf-blind to facilitate their acquisition of recommended AT. The project will present
annual satellite training programs that focus on available AT for all individuals who are deaf-blind, birth through
21. The training will be aimed at teachers, rehabilitation counselors, designated instructional service providers,
families, and administrators. The project will develop a model for assessment, application, and acquisition of
AT for the target population that can be used both statewide and nationally and will include a synthesis of feder-
a] legislation concerned with disabilities.

Method: Because of the geographic size of the target area and the child count, a trainer-of-trainers model is the
most effective approach. Pre-linguistic communication training, especially for infants and preschoolers newly
identified as deaf-blind, will be targeted as a major need; regional teams will be trained and supported to assist
their regions with training in this area. In addition, local teams will be identified throughout the state, each team
composed of a family member, an educator, and a Designated Instructional Services Specialist. These teams
will participate in six themed trainings. The training will center on one or more of the following identified
themes: 1) curricular adaptations based on best practices at the infant/preschool, elementary, secondary, and tran-
sition levels; 2) identification of hearing and vision disabilities in high-risk populations; 3) incorporation of tech-
nology in the delivery of services and facilitating interaction among stakeholders; 4) use of alternative
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assessment procedures; 5) development of multi-modal forms of communication; and 6) promotion of service
delivery in inclusive settings and natural environments when appropriate. A major goal of California Deaf-Blind
Services (CDBS) is to assist families to network and to become effective advocates for their children. To
accomplish this goal, CDBS specialists will form clusters of family members throughout the state to help them
become better informed and involved in decisions regarding their children. Each cluster will have at least one
family member who participated in the training described above. Longitudinal technical assistance will be pro-
vided to students whose teams participate in the major themed trainings, and technical assistance will also be
provided in urgent situations to families and/or school programs on an as-needed basis. The project will coordi-
nate and collaborate with local and state agencies for relevant services as well as maintain an advisory board.

Products: Resources and materials will be disseminated via the CDBS World Wide Web site, newsletter, elec-
tronic listserv, or through collaboration with other dissemination vehicles.

Grant Number: H326C990014
Florida Outreach Project for Children and Young Adults Who Are Deaf-Blind

Project Director: Maurer, Ralph; Gilles, Donna Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of Florida Ending Date: 9/30/03
219 Grinter Hall Box 115500

Gainesville, FL 32611 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 352-846-2760; Fax.: 352-846-0941 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: gilles@ufbi.ufl.edu E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

"Purpose: This project will collaborate with state agencies to promote systemic changes for children and young
adults who are deaf-blind.

Method: The project will focus on seven objectives. First, the project will focus on increasing the deaf-blind
census. Current training will be expanded to a training schedule of three two-day workshops per year, to include
an annual collaborative team training institute, which will be a series of four two-day trainings to teams, includ-
ing family members who are working together to improve early intervention, education, or transition of children
and young adults who are deaf-blind. Technical assistance will be provided to educators and providers using a
person-centered collaborative teaming approach, improving the quality of IEPs to effect better programs. An
annual retreat will be conducted as well as a family network and parent information nights in more remote areas
of the state. The project will assist the Florida Network on Deaf-Blindness (a consortium of agencies, family
members, and persons with disabilities) to form a network of self-advocates, which will include high school-age
students. The project will further collaborate with the Part C early intervention providers and the Centers for
Autism and Related Disabilities, a consortium of six university-based centers. Finally, the project will use a
variety of measures to ensure quality services and to measure systemic and individual changes that result from
the project’s services.

Products: The project will provide information and referral services through maintaining a resource lending
library, publishing newsletters and quarterly updates, and collaborating with minority organizations to ensure
language and cultural accessibility.
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‘ Grant Number: H326C990015
The New England Center: A Deafblind Technical Assistance Project

Project Director: Mason, Barbara Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Perkins School for the Blind Ending Date: 9/30/03
175 N. Beacon Street

Watertown, MA 02472-2790 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 617-972-7502; Fax: 617-972-7354 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: masonb@perkins.put.k12.ma.us E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will build and strengthen a collaborative system that enables infants, children, and youth
who are deaf-blind to participate meaningfully in their homes, schools, and communities in Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, and New Hampshire. Match Maker Project: This project is a model that combines the goals,
resources, and expertise of the New England Center and Massachusetts Department of Education to assure that
children who are deaf-blind have equal access to quality educational services. The model will demonstrate a
method to provide inexperienced educational teams with technical assistance to develop deaf-blind communica-
tions strategies with five children of different ages and their families. The strategies will be evaluated for child
change and increased teacher knowledge. Quality indicators of good educational plans and programs will be
identified. The model will be developed, implemented, and replicated through a procedure manual and training
activities.

Methad: Technical assistance objectives aim to better meet the needs of the 388 identified children, ages birth to
22, in over 240 programs in the four states. Technical assistance will include: child identification; inservice train-
ing; workshops; evaluations; on-site consultation; resources; parent groups; disability organizations; working
with state and local agencies; and working with the business community.

Products: The project will develop strategies on communication, behavior, transition planning, curriculum devel-
opment, or parent advocacy; materials; and processes that will be used in a variety of educational settings. All
training packets and videos will be made available to general education teachers, special education teachers,
families, and graduate students and faculty from universities. The project will have a resource library and a
World Wide Web site.

Grant Number: H326C990016
Tennessee Technical Assistance and Resources for Enhancing Deaf-Blind Supports

Project Director: Kennedy, Craig Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Tennessee Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
710 James Robertson Parkway

5th Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Nashville, TN 37243-0380 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 615-322-8178; Fax. 615-532-9412 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: craig.h kennedy@vanderbilt.edu

Purpose: The project responds to the need for providing technical assistance to enhance the capacity of state-
level agencies/systems, regional resource directors, local agency directors/administrators, direct support
providers, and families to provide research-based, effective practices in appropriate assessment, placement, and
support services for all children and youth who are deaf-blind in the state of Tennessee.
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Method: The first goal of Tennessee Technical Assistance and Resources for Enhancing Deaf-blind Supports
(TREDS) is to promote positive systems change for providing appropriate services for children and youth who
are deaf-blind within the state of Tennessee. The focus of efforts will be ongoing networking and collaboration
with policy makers and administrators from the state education agency (SEA), local education agencies (LEA),
and advocacy and service agencies to increase the knowledge and understanding of these individuals related to
key issues in translating research-based, effective practices into appropriate support strategies for individuals
who are deaf-blind. The second goal directly addresses the issue of building local capacity to provide and
expand appropriate services for children and youth who are deaf-blind. The focus will be on providing training
and disseminating information to continually expand the capacity of families, professionals, paraprofessionals,
and others to use research-based, effective practices across school, home, and community settings. TREDS per-
sonnel will also work to identify key support strategies that can best be implemented to improve the quality of
life experienced by people with deaf-blindness. The third goal is to provide technical assistance, individualized
support, and training to families, caregivers, educators, and related service providers.

Products: The project personnel will work to document outcomes that will allow for accountability for project
objectives (summative evaluation) and the ongoing development and refinement of project activities (formative
evaluation). A variety of means will be used to document the timely attainment of TRED’s objectives, each tai-
lored to the specific goal and activities.

Grant Number: H326C990019

Hand in Hand in Hand
Project Director: Warkomski, Frank; Armstrong, Janet S. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Penn Tech/Lancaster-Lebanon University Ending Date: 9/30/03
6340 Flank Drive
Suite 600 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Harrisburg, PA 17112-2764 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 717-541-4960; Fax: 717-541-4968 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: fwarkomski@cisc.k12.pa.us

Purpose: The project Hand in Hand in Hand will build capacity to ensure success for all infants, young children,
students, and youth who are deaf-blind or at-risk for deaf-blindness, in the context of schools and communities.
It will ensure early and accurate identification of infants and children, support families through educational plan-
ning, enhance local capacity through training and technical assistance, and continue and expand partnerships
with other agencies serving individuals who are deaf-blind.

Method: Regional training will be given to early intervention and early childhood service providers, who will be
provided with materials about screening and identification of sensory impairments. Families will be supported
through involvement in educational planning, access to training opportunities related to the most effective prac-
tices in deaf-blind education, family-to-family support, and access to information updates and other dissemina-
tion activities. Local capacity will be enhanced through inservice and preservice training and technical assis-
tance programs for educators and service providers of children with deaf-blindness. The project will maintain
and expand partnerships with local transition agencies and teams, the statewide early intervention and early
childhood technical assistance agency, and other state agencies. '

Products: The project will continue the results of previous programs by impacting agencies, providers, parents,
and children through training, dissemination, and partnerships. The Hand in Hand in Hand Project will work
collaboratively with other entities in the state and is included in statewide technical assistance plans. Project
family liaison will continue to be instrumental in disseminating materials connected to the project.
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Grant Number: H326C990020
Texas Deaf-Blind Project: Technical Assistance for Children Who Are Deaf-Blind

Project Director: Murrell, Martha R. Beginning Date: 10/01/99

Texas Education Agency Ending Date: 9/30/03

Division of Special Education

1701 North Congress Avenue OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman

Austin, TX 78701-1494 Voice: 202-205-8165
" Voice: 512-463-9414; Fax: 512-463-9560 - E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: mmurrell@mail.tea.state.tx.us

Purpose: This project of the Texas Education Agency will expand the effectiveness of the Texas Deaf-Blind
Project by creating 20 regional networks throughout the state.

Method: Staff of the centralized Texas Deaf-Blind Project will train and support the 20 regional networks while
continuing to lead and coordinate statewide efforts to implement systemic change, provide training, and support
families in collaboration with national, state, and regional systems. The project will implement ongoing evalua-
tion procedures to assess the impact of its activities on services and outcomes for children and their families.
The project will continue to compile and analyze an annual census of all children and youth with deaf-blindness.

Products: The project will lead statewide efforts to implement systems change and will provide training and sup-
port for families in collaboration with national, state, and regional systems., Project efforts will increase the
number of local service providers and parents in Texas with expertise in deaf-blindness. Use of a new technical
assistance model will provide assistance close to home and with greater frequency than has been possible with
previous models. The project will produce and disseminate materials on deaf-blindness in a variety of accessible
formats.

—
— —— —

Grant Number: H326C990021
Project for Children and Young Adults Who Are Deaf-Blind

Project Director: Harris, E. Lowell Beginning Date: 10/01/99
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction Ending Date: 9/30/03
Exceptional Children Division .

301 N. Wilmington Street OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Raleigh, NC 27601-2825 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 919-807-3991; Fax: 919-715-1569 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: Iharris@dpi.state.nc.us

Purpose: This project will build the capacity of state and local agencies to facilitate the achievement of
improved outcomes for children who are deaf-blind, ranging in age from birth through 21 years and their fami-
lies. The project will provide technical assistance, information, and training that will address the early interven-
tion, special education, related services, and transitional service needs of the identified population and enhance
state capacity to improve services and outcomes for these children and their families.

Method: Early intervention services provided by the project will include home visits and the coordination of
services and agencies. Consultative services and preservice and inservice training will be provided to profes-
sionals, paraprofessionals, families, and others who play a direct role in the lives of persons with deaf-blindness.
A state resource lending library will be established and maintained for families and professionals currently
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working with persons with deaf-blindness. Specialized instruction will be provided to caregivers who are inter-
ested in developing inclusive, model, and community-based programs.

Products: Benefits from this project will include increased services for all identified persons with deaf-blind-
ness; an increased emphasis on assessment activities that comply with federal regulations; greater concentration
on home and community services; improved techniques for serving individuals with deaf-blindness and
improved services; assistance to persons with deaf-blindness in making the transition from segregated to inclu-
sive educational settings, from educational to vocational settings, and from educational to community settings in
the least restrictive environment.

Grant Number: H326C990023
Utah Deafblind Project

Project Director: Seamons, Blaine L. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Utah State Office of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
250 East 500 South

Salt Lake City, UT 84111-3204 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 801-629-4732; Fax: 801-629-4896 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: bsogd].bseamons@state.ut.us E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: Since 1996, Utah has been engaged in statewide systems change and school reform as a result of a leg-
islatively mandated State Plan for Children and Youth with Dual Sensory Impairments. This plan resulted in a
system of services with an intense service delivery pattern that directly impacts every child and youth (ages birth
through 21 years) with deaf-blindness and their families in Utah. Because of this intense service pattern, the
need for training and technical assistance in Utah has increased dramatically. This project will address the need
for training by increasing and expanding the activities of the Utah Deafblind Project.

Method: The objectives of this project are: 1) build and maintain collaborative interagency relationships on a
local, state, and national level which will build capacity and effect system change; 2) provide technical assis-
tance, information, and training to families of children and youth with deaf-blindness that will enhance their
ability to fulfill their critical and expanded role in the development and education of their children; 3) provide
technical assistance, information, and training to Early Intervention Part C service providers, Part B teachers and
related service personnel, Interveners, and others serving children and youth with deaf-blindness; 4) use technol-
ogy to increase the availability and effectiveness of technical assistance, information, and training to families
and service providers throughout the state, particularly in rural areas; and 5) develop and implement procedures
to evaluate the impact and effectiveness of project activities.

Products: The project will develop products that will effectively support all training and technical assistance
activities to families, service providers, administrators, and other interested entities. A deaf-blind curriculum
manual will be developed and disseminated. Curriculum materials will be supported by videotapes, CD-ROM
programs, and printed materials.
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Grant Number: H326C990024
South Carolina Interagency Collaboration for Education of
Children and Young Adults Who Are Deaf-Blind

Project Director: Kelly, Marcia Beginning Date: 10/01/99
South Carolina Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
1429 Senate Street

Columbia, SC 29201-3799 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 803-734-8222; Fax: 803-734-6142 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: mkelly@sde.state.sc.us E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: This project of the South Carolina Department of Education will build capacity in the state to ensure
that high-quality, sustained services are provided to children and youth with deaf-blindness and their families in
a natural environment and, to the extent possible, in the regular education curriculum. The project will identify
students and their needs and design appropriate early intervention, special education, and related and transition
services. This comprehensive statewide system will facilitate achievement of improved outcomes for children
by increasing the knowledge and skills of their families, teachers, and other service providers and effecting sys-
tems change through interagency coordination.

Method: The project will conduct and maintain the Deaf-Blind Census in South Carolina and use the informa-
tion to better serve constituents in the state. The project will provide technical assistance in multiple modalities,
including training and follow-up support, on-site assistance, peer coaching, and dissemination of materials.
Training and technical assistance provided to families and professionals will be research-based and structured to
incorporate what is known about adult learning and staff development. The project will coordinate services
across agencies, to result in systems change that will facilitate smooth transitions from early intervention pro-
grams to preschool and from school to adult life.

Products: The project will continue to build the capacity within the state to ensure that services are provided to
children and young adults with deaf-blindness and their families through the implementation of research-based,
effective practices to assure that appropriate assessment, placement, and support services are available to these
students. The project will develop and dissemninate materials on identification, communication, assessment, and
transition and it will offer a certification course on communication for individuals who are deaf-blind.

Grant Number: H326C990026
Washington State Services for Children with Deaf-Blindness

Project Director: Gill, Douglas H. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Washington State Superintendent of Public Instruction Ending Date: 9/30/03
Old Capitol Building

P.O. Box 47200 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Olympia, WA 98504-7200 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 206-439-6937; Fax: 360-586-0247 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: dgill@ospi.wednet.edu

Purpose: Washington State Services for Children with Deaf-Blindness will provide statewide technical assis-
tance, information, and training to support families and professionals serving children and young adults, birth
through 21, who are deaf-blind or are at risk of being identified as deaf-blind.
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Method: The project will provide information about deaf-blindness, effective practices, and resources for chil-
dren and youth who are deaf-blind. It will provide counseling, technical assistance, support, networking, and
training for families to empower them to address their needs and those of their deaf-blind children. The project
will increase statewide capacity for service provision to students with deaf-blindness through collaboration with
other public and private agencies and programs.

Products: Through the project, services within the state of Washington will be enhanced and made more com-
prehensive for families of children with deaf-blindness. Products and effective practices will be disseminated
through a newsletter, informational mailings, and training activities which specifically address deaf-blindness.
Over 150 children with deaf-blindness, their families, and service providers will be affected by this project.

Grant Number: H326C990027
Illinois Deaf-Blind Services

Project Director: Meeks, James T.; Cox, Kathryn Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Illinois State Board of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
Division of Early Childhood Education

100 North First Street (E-230) OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Springfield, 1L 62777-0001 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 217-782-5589 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: jmeeks@smtp.isbe.state.il.us

Purpose: Project Reach of Illinois Deaf-Blind Services will provide technical assistance, information, and train-
ing to address the early intervention, special education, related services, and transitional services needs of chil-
dren with deaf-blindness and it will enhance state capacity to improve services and outcomes for children and
their families. Technical assistance will help service providers more effectively deliver special education servic-
es; inservice training will help paraprofessionals facilitate parental involvement; and training will be done to
help promote the integration of children with deaf-blindness into inclusive educational situations. Services will
be coordinated with other state agencies responsible for providing services to children who are deaf-blind.

Method: Project Reach will support the activities of four deaf-blind specialists who live and work in different
areas of the state. They will work with local school programs and community service providers and families to
identify and provide technical assistance to children and youth, birth to 21 years. Technical assistance will be
provided in such areas as functional curriculum, communication skills, behavior management, sensory informa-
tion, orientation and mobility, transition, inclusion, and instructional best practices.

Products: Through the project’s technical assistance and training, the state will gain an increased capacity to
improve services and outcomes for children with deaf-blindness and their families. The project will help with
the development and operation of effective local programs for these children and with the implementation of
research-based, effective practices that result in appropriate assessment, placement, and support services
throughout the state. Parents, special education personnel, and community service providers will be informed
about the special issues of deaf-blindness through materials and presentations at statewide conferences.
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Grant Number: H326C990029
Arizona Deaf-Blind Project and Match Maker Project

Project Director: Dykes, Earlene Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Arizona State Schools for the Deaf and the Blind Ending Date: 9/30/03
Arizona Deaf-Blind Project

P.O. Box 87010 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Tucson, AZ 85754 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 520-884-0323; Fax: 520-770-3011 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: earlened@asdb.state.az.us

Purpose: The Arizona Deaf-Blind Project will provide technical assistance, information, training, and support
throughout the state to families and staff of children, birth through 21 years, who are deaf-blind or at risk of
being identified as deaf-blind. Project staff will collaborate with key service providers to assist them in develop-
ing knowledge and skills, based on current research and improved practices, to be able to effectively serve chil-
dren who are deaf-blind. Project services will focus on early intervention, special education, related services,
and transition services to assist parents and providers to meet the needs of these children. Match Maker Project:
This project will provide workshops as an opportunity for the American Indian families on the Arizona Deaf-
Blind Registry to learn alternative and effective strategies to access special education services. The project will
use the services of EPICS (Education for Parents of Indian Children with Special Needs), a parent training and
information center for American Indian Families. Topics at the workshops hosted by EPICS will provide partici-
pants with strategies for acquiring the support and technical assistance that will lead to child change. Anglo
American service providers for these families will also be invited to the workshops as an opportunity to learn of
the cultural conflict that the American Indian families confront. EPICS will provide parents and service
providers with written materials that describe specific strategies to access special education services. Results of
the workshops will be disseminated through the project’s newsletter and on its website.

Method: Project staff will collaborate with state and local agencies to identify, refer, and follow children with
deaf-blindness from birth through 21 years. The project will work to strengthen services to parents and families
and provide them technical assistance and training to increase their knowledge of and skills in developing effec-
tive strategies and to build local capacity in serving children with deaf-blindness.

Products: The project will work to ensure the identification of all children who are deaf-blind or at risk of being

identified as deaf-blind. It will ensure that families and staff are empowered to advocate for these children, that

the staff will be skilled in delivery, that the local capacity to serve children will be strengthened, and that the col-
laborative vested interest with agencies will be enhanced.

Grant Number: H326C990030
Colorado Services to Children with Deafblindness

Project Director: Windler, William; Anthony, Tanni L. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Colorado Department of Education - Ending Date: 9/30/03
Special Education Services Unit

201 East Colfax Avenue OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Denver, CO 80203 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 303-866-6681; Fax: 303-866-6811 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: Windler_ W@cde.state.co.us; Anthony T@cde.state.co.us
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Purpose: This project will provide information (e.g., lending library and fact Sheets), technical assistance, and
support specific to Colorado learners who are deaf-blind, their families, and service providers.

Method: The project has six major objectives: They are: 1) employ a system of identification and referral; 2)
develop and maintain regional expertise of parents and service providers; 3) deliver statewide technical assis-
tance that supports community involvement and high student achievement; 4) offer transition support services;
5) provide opportunities for family networking and support; and 6) utilize input from an advisory committee to
plan, develop, and implement services.

Products: The project will disseminate a newsletter, fact sheets, brochures, and training modules.

Grant Number: H326C990031
Vermont Project for Children and Youth with Deaf-Blindness

Project Director: Cloninger, Chigee Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of Vermont Ending Date: 9/30/03
85 South Prospect Street

Burlington, VT 05405-0165 " OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 802-656-1143; Fax: 802-656-1357 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: ccloning@zoo.uvm.edu E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The mission of this project is to increase the capacity of Vermont’s state and local agencies to facilitate
the achievement of improved outcomes by children with deaf-blindness and their families to live, go to school,

- play, work, and have friends in their communities. Match Maker Project: The project will expand the capacity
of state and local educational agencies beyond the state project’s capacity and in collaboration with the Match
Maker agencies (University of Vermont and the Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing) to effectively serve chil-
dren who are deaf-blind by developing, implementing, evaluating, and disseminating new approaches for train-
ing educational and related services providers and delivering services.. The project will design and implement
models for training speech and language pathologists, interpreters and educational interpreters, physical thera-
pists and occupational therapists, all of whom will work with students who are deaf-blind. It will design and
implement a model for inclusion of children and youth who are deaf-blind in state assessments and continue col-
laboration and coordination with relevant agencies, organizations, and families to promote service integration
and systemic change.

Method: The project has the following six goals: 1) identification of children and youth who are deaf-blind and
maintenance of demographic information for program planning and evaluation purposes; 2) provision of techni-
cal assistance to families, service providers, and administrators in the implementation of research-based, effec-
tive practices resulting in appropriate assessment, placement, systemic change, and school reform; 3) mainte-
nance of assessment of current needs to determine priorities for technical assistance; 4) ongoing coordination
and collaboration with all relevant agencies and organizations to promote service integration and systemic
change that includes children with deaf-blindness in natural environments and inclusive settings, and ensures
availability of specialized support services; 5) dissemination of information to families and service providers;
and 6) evaluation of impact on services and outcomes for children and their families, and on increasing state and
local capacity to provide services and facilitate improved outcomes to children and youth, their families and
service providers at all levels, including early intervention, special education, related, and transitional.

Products. A variety of conventional and technologically oriented products will be developed to support project

outcomes. Project brochures, informational brochures and other printed publications on specific topics (e.g.,
Usher Syndrome, communication), events (training opportunities or conferences), and suggested practices will
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be developed to focus audiences on improving services and opportunities for students with deaf-blindness. The
project’s World Wide Web site will provide alternate access to the same information provided in print.
Videotapes of training opportunities will be available through the project’s lending library.

Grant Number: H326C990033
The Center for Development & Disability Project for New Mexican
Children and Young Adults Who Are Deaf and Blind

Project Director: McClain, Catherine; Osbourn, Pat Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of New Mexico Ending Date: 9/30/03
Health Sciences Center

915 Camino de Salud NE OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Albuquerque, NM 87131-5020 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 505-272-0387; Fax: 505-272-5280 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: cmceclain@unm.edu

Purpose: This project will provide a comprehensive statewide system of technical assistance, information, and
training that increases local capacity and fosters statewide systemic changes for families and service providers of
children and youth who are deaf-blind, to ensure the development and implementation of functional educational
plans. Match Maker Project: The Center for Development and Disability (CDD) will develop, demonstrate, and
evaluate an innovative Web-based course for families, service providers, and others that will enable them to
learn necessary content information as well as collaboration and problem-solving skills necessary to provide
meaningful education opportunities to children and youth who are deaf-blind. The Match Maker Project will
allow the demonstration of training that is on-going and reflects the heterogeneous makeup of learners who are
deaf-blind. Families and service providers will be grouped into interdisciplinary teams of approximately 10 peo-
ple and be taught case tutorials with a problem-based leaming approach. Participants will discuss the delivery of
appropriate services, alternative assessments, inclusion of students in natural settings, positive behavior supports,
and transition issues. Selected sites will be trained for replication of the model in the final year of the project
and broad dissemination and replication are expected.

Method: Specific training and technical assistance will be available for educational teams, including parents,
who wish to develop and implement functional educational plans for specific children who are deaf-blind.
Training modules will be developed containing resources and team assignments. Final educational plans will be
sent to the project with action plans describing implementation. Children’s progress will be monitored to deter-
mine the degree of the implementation of the plan. One-day and two-day retreats will be conducted for the pur-
poses of sharing successes and ideas. Capacity will be built as local teams work through modules and share
with other teams.

Products: About 20 families and their educational teams will participate in this specific training and technical
assistance. Training modules will be developed, disseminated, and then replicated by local school districts and
on a national level. Families and service providers through the state will have several ways to obtain informa-
tion including a toll-free number, an interactive World Wide Web site, information packets and resources, World
Wide Web site links, and face-to-face technical assistance in commitﬁs.
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Grant Number: H326C990034
Hawaii Project for Students Who Are Deaf-Blind

Project Director: Nakano, L. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Hawaii Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
P.O. Box 2360 ’

Honolulu, HI 96804 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 808-733-4839; Fax: 808-733-4404 Voice: 202-205-8165

E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The project will support schools, districts, and families in developing supports and improving services
to students who have deaf-blindness.

Method: The project’s goals will be achieved through the provision of technical assistance and training to
improve supports and services in the following areas: 1) meaningful evaluations and assessments of children
who are deaf-blind or are suspected of being deaf-blind; 2) appropriate programming in communication/social
skills development; and 3) effective transition supports for students who are moving from school to post-school
opportunities. The project will coordinate the activities of the seven school districts within the Hawaii
Department of Education’s Special Education Section. The project will be a key participant in interagency activ-
ities promoting the coordination of the State of Hawaii’s services for the deaf-blind.

Products: The project will serve over 40 teachers and educational assistants, 50 related services personnel, 20
parents, and 20 school and district administrators each year. The project’s products include training manuals and
informational packages which are distributed to participants in workshops and other training activities. The
project will also purchase, assemble, and disseminate materials on deaf-blindness for parents, teachers, other
professionals, community agencies, and the general public.

Grant Number: H326C990035
North Dakota Deaf-Blind Services Project

Project Director: Cofer, Rocky Beginning Date: 10/01/99
North Dakota Department of Public Instruction Ending Date: 9/30/03
600 East Blvd. Ave., Dept. 201

Bismarck, ND 58505-0440 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 701-795-2741 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: rocofer@sendit.nodak.edu E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will provide technical assistance and support to parents, families, and service providers of
children and youth with deaf-blindness. The goals of the project are to: 1) coordinate services and collaborate
with existing statewide service agencies and personnel; 2) strengthen local capacity of reservation and rural
communities to meet unique needs of children with deaf-blindness; 3) refine and/or expand identification servic-
es; 4) expand the operation and services of the North Dakota Statewide Technical Assistance Team (STAT); 5)
enhance and maintain a cohesive system of capacity building for North Dakota service providers and families of
children and youth with deaf-blindness; and 6) sustain a cohesive system of information dissemination for serv-
ice providers and families of children and youth with deaf-blindness.

Method: The project will be directed by the North Dakota School for the Deaf (NDSD) and implemented by
staff at the NDSD and North Dakota Vision Services/School for the Blind. Sustainability of services and
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significant statewide capacity building will be ensured through embedding the project within the existing struc-
ture of agencies with statutory mandate. Project staff will collaboratively work with agencies and personnel who
provide service to students with deaf-blindness. This collaboration will result in cooperatively sponsored train-
ing and technical assistance, which will maximize available resources and eliminate duplication of services. A
systemic child find effort will identify students with deaf-blindness who are not currently receiving benefit from
the project’s services. STAT members will help families and other providers implement empirically validated
instructional strategies.

Products: The project will develop resource materials for preservice and inservice training to more fully build
statewide capacity for services for students with deaf-blindness. The project will impact over 50 students with
deaf-blindness (ages birth through 21), 100 parents and other family members, and over 300 service providers.
The project will result in students receiving quality services, parents and family members becoming more active
advocates and decision-makers, and service providers becoming more skilled in educating students with deaf-
blindness.

Grant Number: H326C990036
West Virginia Services for Children Who Are Deafblind

Project Director: Carey, Annette Beginning Date: 10/01/99
West Virginia Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
Bldg. 6 Room 304, 1900 Kanawha Blvd. E.

Charleston, WV 25305-0330 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 304-558-2696; Fax: 304-558-3741 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: acarey@access.k12.wv.us E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will improve special education, related services, and quality of life for children who are
deaf-blind in West Virginia.

Method: The objectives of this project are to: 1) identify all children who are deaf-blind; 2) establish a strong
early intervention program; 3) increase family participation; 4) provide an array of technical assistance to
enhance skills; 5) increase postsecondary options and readiness with regard to adolescent transition; 6) dissemi-
nate project information; 7) facilitate on-going coordination and collaboration with other partners in the delivery
of services; and 8) establish and maintain an advisory committee to assist in evaluating and promoting project
activities. ’

Products: Training and conferences will be developed for families of children with deaf-blindness and service
personnel. A lending library will be maintained for teachers, service personnel, and administrators to have
access to videotapes, books, and other resources about serving children who are deaf-blind.
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Grant Number: H326C990037
Oklahoma Deaf-Blind Technical Assistance

Project Director: Bergant, Margaret; Lovett, David; Haring, Kathryn Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Oklahoma State Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
Oliver Hodge Building

2500 N. Lincoln Boulevard OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4599 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 405-521-4876; Fax: 405-522-3503 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: margaret_bergant@mail.sde.state.ok.us

Purpose: The Oklahoma State Department of Education (OKSDE), in cooperation with the University of
Oklahoma, will provide technical assistance, training, and information to approximately 150-170 children and
youth with deaf-blindness, their families, and educators and providers serving them throughout Oklahoma.

Method: The project has nine major goals: 1) facilitate collaboration of interagency training and technical assis-
tance efforts to families and those who serve 0- to 3-year-olds with deaf-blindness in their natural environments;
2) provide training and technical assistance efforts to families, professionals, and paraprofessionals serving
school-age students with deaf-blindness; 3) provide training and technical assistance to families & providers
serving 14- to 21-year-olds with deaf-blindness as they transition from school to adult life; 4) facilitate collabo-
ration and partnerships among state agencies, federal projects, local education agencies, and other organizations
involved in the provision of services to children with deaf-blindness and their families; 5) build state/local
capacity to facilitate the achievement of improved outcomes for students with deaf-blindness and their families;
6) assist in the state/local systemic-change goals and school reform related to programs for children with deaf-
blindness; 7) identify, place, and follow 0- to 21-year-old children and youth on the Oklahoma Deaf-Blind
Census; 8) improve dissemination of information regarding exemplary practices for persons with deaf-blindness;
and 9) evaluate impacts of the project activities on services and state/local capacity to improve outcomes for per-
sons with deaf-blindness.

Products: The overall impact and benefit of this project will be a stronger/cost-effective service delivery system
of training and technical assistance for families and service providers who serve students with deaf-blindness.
Additional benefits will be improvements/increases in: 1) qualified personnel; 2) opportunities for education
within natural/least restrictive environments; 3) numbers of students with effective communication systems; 4)
family involvement; 5) identification/tracking system; 6) better collaboration among agencies; and 7) dissemina-
tion of information regarding exemplary practices.

Grant Number: H326C990038
The Minnesota Deaf-Blind Technical Assistance Project for
Children and Young Adults Who Are Deaf-Blind

Project Director: Elliott, Carolyn; Kloos, Eric Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Minnesota Department of Children, Families and Learning Ending Date: 9/30/03
1500 Highway 36

Roseville, MN 55113-4266 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 612-706-0801; Fax: 612-706-0811 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: ERIC. KLOOS@STATE.MN.US E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov
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Purpose: This project focuses on educating parents, teachers, service providers, and administrators about the
unique communication and learning needs of students who are deaf-blind and the necessary instructional deliv-
ery accommodations.

Method: The project’s team is composed of an educator, a parent, and a developmental pediatrician. Their com-
bined perspectives provide an innovative, holistic approach for students, families, and providers. The activity
areas that the project will address include: 1) technical assistance; 2) family support and training; 3) systemic
change efforts; 4) demographic information; 5) innovative product development; 6) research-to-practice initia-
tives; 7) regional/local capacity building; and 8) evaluation of change and impact. The project will also address
early childhood and transition.

Products: The project will develop training and materials that address the complexities and interdependence of
the medical events and developmental milestones involved in deaf-blindness. The project will also develop
manuals, brochures, and newsletters.

— —

Grant Number: H326C990040
Tools for Effective Teams: Supporting Inclusive Futures for
Students with Deaf-Blindness

Praject Director: McGregor, Gail; Condon, Ellen; Runkel, Robert Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Montana Office of Public Instruction Ending Date: 9/30/03
State Capitol

P.O. Box 202501 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Helena, MT 59620-2501 Voice: 202-205-8165

Voice: 406-444-4426; Fax.: 406-444-3924 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov
E-mail: brunkel@state.mt.us .

Purpose: This project will provide innovative technical assistance and training services to early intervention,
special education, related services and adult service personnel and families in order to achieve meaningful devel-
opmental, educational, vocational, and life outcomes for children and youth with deaf-blindness. Match Maker
Project: The Match Maker project will enhance the capacity of teachers, family members, related service person-
nel, and administrators in rural schools in Montana through the provision of ongoing child-centered training and
technical assistance to collaborative local teams in rural schools. The project will augment the services offered
through Montana’s deaf-blind grant by providing a more intensive format for individual student planning teams
to develop comprehensive plans to support students with specialized needs (transition planning, positive sup-
ports for challenging behaviors, communication systems, curriculum adaptations, and inclusion) and severe dis-
abilities in inclusive school settings. The project is built around the Individual Student Planning Process (ISPP)
model developed in Vermont. When the ISPP model is introduced as part of a training institute, school teams
are taught both “how to effectively work together” to design comprehensive programs for students with disabili-
ties and “specific planning procedures” that ensure that a student’s program is based on current standards of best
practice. Five rural teams, focusing on five students, will be recruited to participate in a three-day training insti-
tute that will introduce school-based teams to this process.

Method: The project’s technical assistance and training services will augment direct services already in place
through Part C and Part B of IDEA and adult services for people with disabilities. By increasing awareness and
knowledge of best practice for children and youth with dual sensory impairments, the project will accomplish
the following: 1) increase the early identification of children with deaf-blindness; 2) enhance the ability of early
intervention school (regular and special education), related service and adult service personnel and families to
support and educate children with dual sensory impairments in achieving high standards in inclusive settings as
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appropriate; 3) expand the special resources needed by personnel and families in rural areas; 4) amplify and
reinforce collaboration across early intervention programs, child care/preschool programs, schools, parent sup-
port programs, and health and human service agencies at both local and state levels; §) build local capacity; and
6) enhance natural supports.

Products: The project will directly impact 75 families who have children with deaf-blindness, 300 early inter-
vention service provider, educational and related service personnel, and 50 adult service providers involved with
transitional services.

——

Grant Number: H326C990042
Missouri Deaf-Blind Technical Assistance Project

Project Director: Van Eck, Linda Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
P.O. Box 480

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480 OSEP Contact.: Charles Freeman
Voice: 314-776-4320; Fax.: 314-776-1875 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: lvaneck@msb.k12.mo.us E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will continue and expand Missouri’s services to individuals who are deaf-blind and their
families by strengthening partnerships, coordinating service networking, and providing systematic training to
build local capacity for identification, early intervention, education, transition, related services, and family sup-
port.

Method: This project is statewide in scope and will provide technical assistance to 200 identified infants, tod-
dlers, children, and youth with deaf-blindness and their families. Interagency team collaboration will be con-
ducted with state, local, public, and private agencies currently serving or having the potential to serve individu-
als who are deaf-blind. The project scope will be achieved through six major objectives: 1) assist local and state
agencies in the identification and tracking of infants, toddlers, and youth with deaf-blindness to enhance servic-
es; 2) provide an array of technical assistance activities that increase family support services, parent involve-
ment, and parent networking; 3) provide to service providers an array of technical assistance and training activi-
ties that improve services and outcomes; 4) strengthen the statewide interagency collaboration model designed to
build local capacity and to facilitate systems change; 5) implement a dissemination plan which includes informa-
tion about the project, teams, effective practices, and materials developed by the project; and 6) evaluate and
measure impact and benefits to children with deaf-blindness, their families, and their service providers.

Products: The outcomes of this project include: continuation of state and local interagency teams (task forces),
expansion of mentor teams to serve as statewide resources, development of a parent-to-parent network, develop-
ment of regional employment teams, and development of team handbooks and a train-the-trainer manual.

———
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Grant Number: H326C990043
GLARCDBE Technical Assistance for Children Whe Are

Deafblind and Their Families in Ohio and Wisconsin

Project Director: Stephens, Thomas M. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of Dayton : Ending Date: 9/30/03
4807 Evanswood Dr., Suite 300

Columbus, OH 43229 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice. 614-785-1163; Fax: 614-785-0513 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: stephens@ssco.esu.k12.oh.us E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The University of Dayton, in conjunction with the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, will
provide services to children (ages birth through 21) who are deaf-blind. Match Maker Project: This supplemen-
tal project will demonstrate the effectiveness of an integrated assessment model for students with deaf-blindness.
The project will integrate four assessment strategies into a comprehensive assessment to be conducted at five
sites in Ohio and Wisconsin for each of the four years of the project, and it will measure the effects of an inte-
gral model on educational variables: functional assessments of vision, hearing, behavior and communication,
and curriculum. The model, called the Integrated Functionally Based Assessment Protocol, will demonstrate that
when all four components are employed for a particular student, and the data integrated into one comprehensive
report and set of recommendations, improved educational benefits for students with deaf-blindness will result in
three areas. Those areas are quality of TEP, amount of skill acquisition, and the amount of physical and social
integration. Once the model is demonstrated, the project will produce user-friendly how-to manuals and a train-
ing video for replication in other sites and states, and for eventual publication and national dissemination.

Method: The Great Lakes Area Regional Center for Deafblind Education (GLARCDBE) will conduct the fol-
lowing work to meet the needs of children who are deaf-blind: 1) facilitate systemic change through the inclu-
sion of students with deaf-blindness by supporting the work of the Ohio State Improvement Grant project, sup-
porting Wisconsin’s efforts to develop a SIG project, and supporting both states’ efforts in school reform; 2) pro-
vide services to state and local educational programs that enhance their capacities both to improve services to
families and maximize the effect of educational programs on these students; 3) provide technical assistance (e.g.,
consultative services), information, and training to families and educational providers serving children with deaf-
blindness, and facilitate social involvement with their family, school, and community; 4) maintain a registry of
information about children with deaf-blindness that contains basic demographic information and information
about their families, their educational programs, the level of hearing and vision loss, etiology, school placement,
living arrangements, and race/ethnicity, and assist programs in planning and evaluation of services provided; 5)
conduct on-going needs assessments in Ohio and Wisconsin in order to set the work agenda for the project; to
inform the state, intermediate, and local educational agencies of these needs; and to shape policy at the state and
federal levels through raising the awareness of decision makers of these needs; 6) evaluate the impact of the
services provided by this project directly on the students with deaf-blindness and their families by assessing the
coverage of the services of the project, the resulting changes in systems, and skills of educational and related
services personnel, and the effects of those changes on children’s behaviors, skills, and quality of life; and 7)
facilitate continual coordination and collaboration among state, intermediate, local educational agencies, and
other agencies that provide related services to this population, in order to share information and integrate efforts
at systemic change to benefit students with deaf-blindness.

Products: The most innovative element of this project is the implementation of the Deafblind Technical
Assistance Plan (DBTAP). Successful implementation of DBTAP will provide a model for other technical assis-
tance providers to use in providing efficient and highly effective technical assistance, training and information
resources. In addition, GLARCDBE will expand a current distance leaming project through Internet courses
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covering topics useful for parents and related service providers. GLARCDBE will also provide resources and
information to families.

Grant Number: H326C990044
Nevada Dual Sensory Impairment Project

Project Director: Demchak, MaryAnn Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of Nevada - Reno Ending Date: 9/30/03
Curriculum and Instruction, MS 282

Reno, NV 89557-0214 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 775-784-6471; Fax: 775-327-5220 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: mad@unr.edu E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will improve the early intervention, educational, and related services provided to children
who are deaf-blind. '

Method: The purpose of the project will be achieved through these activities: 1) continue ongoing identification
of children and youth who are deaf-blind, infants with dual sensory impairments, and children who have Usher
syndrome; 2) develop and implement a process to deliver support, training, and technical assistance to families
and service providers, including paraprofessionals, to ensure as well as to improve the quality of educational and
developmental programs for children who are deaf-blind; 3) increase in-state expertise of professionals and fam-
ilies in providing services to children and youth; 4) develop and implement a process to gain community over-
sight and to coordinate and collaborate with various local, state, and national agencies; 5) develop and dissemi-

~ nate project materials and resources to individuals and agencies; and 6) evaluate all project activities.

Products: Products developed by this project include: Usher syndrome trainings; trainings for families, service

providers, and paraprofessionals; an annual parent conference; a quarterly newsletter; information dissemination
and technical assistance on topics such as problem behaviors and inclusive education; maintenance of the project
lending library; a World Wide Web site; and parent-to-parent and teacher-to-teacher support networks.

Grant Number: H326C990045
Pacific Partnerships for Deaf-Blind Technical Assistance Services

Project Director: Stodden, Robert; Kelly, Dotty Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of Hawaii Ending Date: 9/30/03
Center on Disability Studies

1776 University Ave., UA4-6 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Honolulu, HI 96822 - Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 808-956-9199; Fax: 808-956-5715 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: stodden@hawaii.edu; dotty@hawaii.edu

Purpose: The project will provide intensive technical assistance (TA) services to enhance the ability of state and
local educational agencies to provide appropriate educational placements, accommodations, environmental adap-
tations, and support services. Also, TA will focus on the provision of early intervention, special education, and
related and transition services to improve outcomes for all children who are deaf-blind. Match Maker Project:
This project is intended to expand the capacity of state and local educational agencies throughout the outer
Pacific Ocean region. The goal of the project is to provide information, training, and technical assistance on
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research-based, effective practices that result in culturally appropriate strategies on transition services for all
children who are deaf-blind in the outer Pacific. The processes employed by the project to identify, plan and
implement research-based, effective practice will serve as a model for any state providing services to transition-
aged young adults who are deaf-blind and who live in rural and remote areas with culturally diverse populations.

Method: The project has the following eight goals: 1) provide information, training, and TA on research-based,
effective practices that result in culturally appropriate strategies for identification, assessment, placement and
support services; 2) enhance state and local capacity to improve services and outcomes; 3) facilitate systemic
change and collaboration with state and local school reform efforts; 4) maintain basic demographic information
for program planning and evaluation; ) maintain an assessment of current needs of jurisdictions to determine
priorities for TA, for children who are deaf-blind from birth to 22 years of age; 6) develop and implement proce-
dures to evaluate the effectiveness of the project; 7) facilitate ongoing collaboration with state and local educa-
tion agencies and other relevant agencies/organizations responsible for providing services for children who are
deaf-blind; and 8) establish and maintain an advisory council to assist in planning, developing, implementing,
and evaluating project activities. The project will utilize new strategies such as developing Participatory Action
Teams, utilizing on-line teaching and learning tools and processes, enhancing the work of Interagency
Leadership Councils, and developing culturally appropriate processes to empower and support families and con-
sumers. Family members and consumers will be involved in all aspects of project development, implementation,
and evaluation.

Products: The project will impact every child who is deaf-blind in every classroom, school, and community set-
ting in the outer Pacific. Sixty to seventy children who are deaf-blind will benefit. In addition, at least 200-250
family members and 200-250 service providers will receive training and technical assistance on research-based,
effective practices that are adapted to specifically meet the needs of this culturally and educationally diverse
population of children and families.

Grant Number: H326C990047
DB Central: Michigan Services for Children and Youth Who Are Deaf-Blind

Project Director: Hartshorne, Timothy S.; Hartshorne, Nancy S. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Central Michigan University Ending Date: 9/30/03
Sloan 105

Mount Pleasant, MI 48859 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 517-774-2725; Fax.: 517-774-2553 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: dbcen@cmich.edu E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Website: hitp://www.chsbs.cmich.edu/dbcentral

Purpose: This project will provide technical assistance to local teams and disseminate information in order to
build capacity at the local and state levels to educate, support, and serve children and youth with deaf-blindness.

Method: Project goals, developed as a result of a needs assessment conducted with consumer, family, and pro-
fessional input, include: 1) training and consultation in best practices for families and personnel; 2) supporting
and empowering parents and families of children and youth who are deaf-blind; 3) dissemination of current,
research-based information; and 4) accurate and detailed identification of the young deaf-blind population of
Michigan.

Products: Information gathered as a result of successful practice in these areas will be disseminated nationally,

impacting students and families on a broader level. The project will develop model demonstration sites which
will enable visitation by interested service providers. The information will be used to replicate the model
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techniques in other areas of the state. The project will develop a World Wide Web site which will provide
numerous links to numerous relevant and useful sites, and which will allow for the ordering of lending library
materials. The resource and toy lending libraries will provide families and service providers with information
that can then be used in other settings. The project will also conduct many types of trainings at the local and
regional levels, including trainings to address the needs of individual children, intervener trainings, and general
information trainings conducted at workshops and conferences, which will be videotaped and disseminated
through the lending library, for review and teaching purposes.

Grant Number: H326C990048
TIowa’s System Change Project for Deaf-Blindness

Project Director: Maurer, Steven A. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Iowa Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
Bureau Children Family & Community Srvcs .

Grimes State Office Building OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Des Moines, 1A 50319-0146 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 515-281-3576; Fax: 515-242-6019 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: Steve Maurer@ed.state.ia.us

Purpose: This project will develop a collaborative network of partners who together will build the capacity of
state and local agencies to facilitate the achievement of improved outcomes for children and young adults who
are deaf-blind and their families. Through this network, the project will provide technical assistance, informa-
tion, and training which addresses early intervention, special education, related, and transition services.

Method: The project’s major goals are to: 1) maintain basic demographic information on children and young
adults with deaf-blindness for program planning and evaluation purposes; 2) enhance state capacity to improve
services and outcomes for children and young adults with deaf-blindness and their families through provision of
technical assistance, information, and training activities; 3) empower families through knowledge and skill
development to enable them to meet their own needs and the needs of their children; 4) ensure better adult out-
comes through the transition planning process; and 5) develop and implement procedures to evaluate the impact
of project activities on services for children and young adults with deaf-blindness and their families.

Products: The project will disseminate the following products: census forms and directions; technical assistance
request packets; family awareness packets; and transition notification and awareness packets.

Grant Number: H326C990049
Louisiana Services for Children and Youth with Deafblindness

Project Director: Russo, Joyce E. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Louisiana Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
Div. of Special Populations

626 North Fourth Street, P.O. Box 94064 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 225-342-6110; Fax: 225-342-5880 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: jrusso@mail.doe.state.la.us
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Purpose. The goal of this project is to improve state, regional, and local capacity to meet the unique needs of
children and youth with deaf-blindness and their families.

Method: The project will achieve this goal by providing intensive training and technical assistance to parents,
local school systems, institutes of higher education, and other service providers. Statewide needs assessment
data from parents, teachers, and service providers determined that the activities of training and technical assis-
tance should address: disability awareness, early identification including screening for Usher Syndrome, adult
transition, family participation in training and teaming, and the distinctive challenges presented to students with
deaf-blindness in addressing the general education curriculum in natural settings.

Products: This project will achieve the following outcomes: 1) student services will reflect the general education
curriculum in the least restrictive environment; 2) standardized procedures for early identification will be
applied; 3) families will be empowered to be integral members of instructional teams; and 4) parents, teachers,
and service providers will have an increased awareness of appropriate educational practices as well as available
services.

Grant Number: H326C990050
Wyoming Deaf-Blind Project

Project Director: Walk, Rebecca Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Wyoming Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
Special Education Programs Unit

Hathaway Building 2nd Floor OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0050 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 307-324-5333; Fax: 307-777-6234 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: rwalk@educ.state.wy.us

Purpose: This project will provide technical assistance for children and young adults who are deaf-blind, their
families, and service providers, in response to the barriers that distance, geography, and weather often create in
providing appropriate services for children who are deaf-blind and their families in the rural diverse state of
Wyoming. '

Method: The goals of this project are to accomplish the following: 1) develop a systematic approach for the
identification of children and young adults with deaf-blindness, collect demographic information, and heighten
awareness of deaf-blindness within the state of Wyoming; 2) improve services and educational outcomes for
children and young adults who are deaf-blind through providing technical assistance, training, and support to
early intervention providers, educators, service providers, and families based on identified needs and focused on
research-based best practices that result in appropriate assessment, placement, and support services for children
with deaf-blindness; and 3) strengthen the local capacity of early interventionists, educators, and service
providers in rural communities and on the Wind River Indian Reservation to meet the unique cultural and educa-
tional needs of children and young adults with deaf-blindness and their families.

Products: The technical assistance and training provided by this project will be used effectively with children
who have special needs in a variety of settings. In addition, the posters and public awareness campaign that is
used on the Wind River Reservation can effectively be reproduced to impart other information for various topics.
Fact sheets and advertisements will be produced by agencies collaborating with the project.
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Grant Number: H326C990051
Together We Can: The Virginia Deaf Blind Project and Match Maker Pilot Project:
Positive Behavioral Supports for Students with Deafblindness

Project Director: Orelove, Fred Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Virginia Commonwealth University Ending Date: 9/30/03
Virginia Inst for Dev Disabilities

P.O. Box 980568 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Richmond, VA 23298 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 804-828-2852; Fax: 804-828-0042 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: forelove@saturn.vcu.edu

Purpose: This project will collaborate with state agencies to provide training and technical assistance to teams
working with individuals with vision and hearing impairments on effective and promising practices for children
who are deaf-blind, and to work closely with the Training and Technical Assistance Centers and Local

" Interagency Coordinating Councils to provide a full range of support services to families and personnel from
educational programs. Match Maker Project: This project will develop, implement, and evaluate a model for
providing training and technical assistance in functional behavior assessments and positive behavior support to
school teams across Virginia that serve learners with deaf-blindness. Core teams in each of the eight state super-
intendents’ regions will be trained through an interactive approach that results in the development, implementa-
tion, and evaluation of positive behavior support plans for learners and their families. The project will develop a
high-quality, detailed curriculum and training materials that can be used by teams not originally part of the train-
ing. Both family members and professionals will be actively involved in the development of materials and in
‘the design and delivery of training and technical assistance. After the model is developed, piloted, and evaluated
in two regions in Virginia, it will be replicated in the remaining regions of the state.

Method: The project will carry out new and innovative strategies for increasing the knowledge and understand-
ing of all families, individuals, agencies, and others who provide support to infants, toddlers, and children, and
for implementing school reform to facilitate the achievement of improved outcomes for learners. These out-
comes will be accomplished through state-level collaboration, local capacity building, family and professional
partnerships, preservice activities, dissemination strategies, accurate identification, and ongoing and comprehen-
sive evaluation strategies for all project activities. The project will be characterized by a focus on family
involvement, collaboration among service providers and between service providers and families, and the integra-
tion of children with deaf-blindness into age-appropriate settings with peers who do not have disabilities.

Products: Project staff will develop a variety of products and materials that will include a project brochure, eligi-
bility checklist, and information packets for families and professionals. The project also has a parent-developed,
World Wide Web site that has extensive links to local, state, and national resources in addition to information
about deaf-blindness and project activities.
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Grant Number: H326C990052
Puerto Rico (Multi-State) Project for Children and
Young Adults Who Are Deaf-Blind -

Project Director: Morales, Maria T. _ Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Puerto Rico Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
P.O. Box 190759

San Juan, PR 00919-0759 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 787-759-7228; Fax: 787-753-0015 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: moralesmt@de.prstar.net E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The Puerto Rico Department of Education through the Assistant Secretariat of Integral Educational
Services for Individuals with Disabilities will implement and evaluate the services of the Puerto Rico Deaf-Blind
Program. The activities and services will be available to approximately 30 to 40 children and youth, their fami-
lies, and service providers throughout the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

Method: The provision of services to the deaf-blind school population requires more intensive, on-going technical
assistance and training for both families and service providers. Project objectives and activities will be directed to
four major goals: 1) the identification of eligible students and the maintenance of the Deaf-Blind Registry and
census update; 2) the provision of family/early interventionist training and the promotion of interagency collabo-
ration for the assessment, referral, and implementation of family-centered, early intervention services for infants
and toddlers; 3) the provision of training and an array of cost-effective technical assistance activities to families,
service providers, and agencies with emphasis on vision/hearing, communication, orientation and mobility, func-
tional skills, inclusion, and adult transition; and 4) establishment of a training center for professionals.

Products: The overall impact and benefit of the project is a stronger, cost-effective integrated service delivery sys-
tem for infants, toddlers, children, and youth who are deaf-blind and their families. The project will also foster the
development of professionals knowledgeable of the needs and challenges of educating children with deaf-blindness.

Grant Number: H326C990053
Connections beyond Sight and Sound: Maryland’s Project for
Children and Young Adults Who Are Deaf-Blind

Project Director: Kohl, Frances; McGraw, M. Loretta Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Maryland State Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
200 West Baltimore Street

Baltimore, MD 21201-2595 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 410-767-0233; Fax: 410-333-8165 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: mlm2@msn.com E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The primary focus of this project is to deliver technical assistance and training throughout Maryland to
foster systems change, build partnerships, and increase the capacity of local systems to provide educational serv-
ices that will result in improved outcomes for children and young adults who are deaf-blind.

Method: This project is a collaboration between the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) and the
University of Maryland. The project will expand the work of “Connections Beyond Sight and Sound,” formerly
Maryland’s Project on Deafblindness. The major goals of this project will be to: 1) provide technical assistance
and consultation to families, local school systems, local infant and toddler programs, state-operated programs,
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private agencies, and rehabilitation programs that result in appropriate assessment, placement, and support serv-
ices to all children who are deaf-blind; 2) provide preservice and inservice training to administrators, school per-
sonnel, and agency personnel that focuses on research-based, effective, and promising practices; 3) enhance state
and local capacity to improve services and outcomes for children with deaf-blindness and their families; 4) pro-
vide training and support to families of children with deaf-blindness to meet their needs in the context of the
family, extended family, neighborhood, school and community; 5) facilitate ongoing coordination and collabora-
tion among families, MSDE, local school systems, and other relevant agencies and organizations to promote
service integration, systemic change, and interagency cooperation; and 6) facilitate the ongoing identification of
children who are deaf-blind in Maryland and maintain basic demographic information on these children for pro-
gram planning and evaluation purposes.

Products: These goals will be met through development of such products as: site-based, child focused technical
assistance; summer institutes; BEST Programs - Building Effective Student Teams, including Tri-State (MD, PA,
and VA) Collaboration Family Forums, Family Retreat Weekend, and support of a biannual regional (Mid-
Atlantic) CHARGE conference; a newsletter; a World Wide web site; the Family/Professional Lending Library;
the Resource Directory for Families; and Family/Professional Advisory Board and Family Steering Committee.

Grant Number: H326C000001
A System to Provide Services for Children and Youth with Deaf-Blindness

Project Director: Schliesser, Barbara Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Nebraska Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
301 Centennial Mall South, Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 402-471-2471; Fax.: 402-471-5022 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: bschlies@nde.state.ne.us E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will provide technical assistance and training which will result in the building of local
capacity and statewide systems change to improve services for children and youth with deaf-blindness and their
families.

Method: The goals and objectives that will be addressed by this project include: 1) improve and maintain the
statewide Technical Assistance System; and 2) develop and implement training and technical assistance for fami-
lies, schools, early intervention programs, adult agencies, and other service providers. Project goals and objec-
tives are based on statewide needs assessments as well as federal requirements. Needs assessment results show
that the previously funded Deaf-Blind Project (1994-1999) has implemented a Technical Assistance System
(Goal 1) which coordinates services and supports across the state and that this coordination must continue since
no other agency or program has the necéssary deaf-blindness expertise and resources to serve this capacity. The
training and technical assistance needs (Goal 2) result from identified gaps in statewide services and from feder-
al and state requirements related to Part C early intervention programs and Part B IDEA school programs.

Products: The project will have the following outcomes: 1) increased number of infants and toddlers who are
identified early as deaf-blind or at risk of deaf-blindness; 2) increased use of appropriate early intervention
strategies in natural environments resulting in improved cognitive, social, and physical development; 3)
increased use of accommodations and alternative assessments resulting in appropriate curriculum strategies and
improved academic achievement; 4) appropriate transition services during school and following school exit
resulting in increased employment and postsecondary education and improved quality of adult life; and 5)
improved services for children/youth with deaf-blindness on reservations/rural communities in the region.
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Grant Number: H326C000002
South Dakota Deaf Blind Project

Project Director: Parr, Susan Beginning Date: 10/01/00
University of South Dakota Ending Date: 9/30/03
414 E. Clark St.

Vermillion, SD 57069-2390 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 605-677-5370; Fax: 605-357-1438 Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: sparr@usd.edu E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The South Dakota Deaf-Blind Project, a partnership between the University Affiliated Program and the
Office of Special Education, will provide assistance to parents and service providers to raise the knowledge and
skill level of people who impact the lives of children who are deaf-blind.

Method: The project will work to: 1) improve outcomes for children who are deaf-blind through early identifica-
tion, resulting in the provision of individualized services at the earliest possible time; 2) improve outcomes for
children who are deaf-blind through widespread information and training about deaf-blindness and related issues
in order to enhance the ability of educators and professionals to meet the child’s individualized needs; 3)
improve transition from education into other areas of life; 4) enhance family involvement in meeting the needs
of their child who is deaf-blind and in understanding issues related to deaf-blindness; and 5) utilize the most cur-
rent best practice, research, and expert information to improve outcomes for South Dakota children who are
deaf-blind, recognizing that South Dakota is a rural and reservation state.

Products: The project will provide anecdotal data about the long-term impact of early identification and servic-
es, a new system of identification that may be replicated elsewhere, a curriculum used in training and technical
assistance that may be adapted for use in other settings, and information about satisfaction with the services. All
this information will be accessible via the World Wide Web site and will be shared through presentations.

Grant Number: H326C000003
Rhode Island Services for Children and Youth with Dual Sensory Impairments

Progject Director: Antosh, Anthony Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Rhode Island College Ending Date: 9/30/03
University Affiliated Program

600 Mt. Pleasant Avenue OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Providence, R 02908 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 401-456-8072; Fax.: 401-456-8150 ‘ E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: AAntosh@RIC EDU

Purpose: The goal of Rhode Island Services to Children and Youth with Dual Sensory Impairments is to provide
ongoing family and professional support, coordination of services, information, technical assistance, and training
to children from birth through 22 years of age. :

Method: Located at the University Affiliated Program (UAP) at Rhode Island College, this project can access the
broad network of supports provided by the UAP, including: assistive technology, transition services, positive
behavioral support, family services, mentor teachers, the School Inclusion Institute, and personnel preparation.
These programs broaden the supports available to individuals with dual sensory impairments, their families, and
others who support them.
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Products: The expected project outcomes are: 1) increase early identification of children with dual sensory
impairments; 2) improve the coordination of services; 3) increase the number of children who receive education-
al services in natural and inclusive settings; 4) improve the lives of families and their children; and 5) increase
the skills and knowledge of professionals who support children with dual sensory impairments as they travel
through infancy, childhood, adolescence, and adult life.

Grant Number: H326C000004
New York State Technical Assistance Project Serving Children and Young Adults
Who Are Deaf-Blind: A State-Wide, Inter-Agency Resource and
Support Program for Children and Youth Who Are Deaf-Blind and Their Families

Project Director: Appell, Madeline W.; Kretschmer, Robert Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Columbia University Ending Date: 9/30/03
Teachers College

Box 223, 525 West 120 Street OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
New York, NY 10027-6670 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 212-678-4020; Fax: 212-678-3462 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: ma26@columbia.edu

Purpose: This project builds on current activity to improve services and the service delivery system for con-
sumers and families through the provision of technical assistance. Seven regional teams have been formed as a
result of collaboration and coordination with service providers, families, and consumers across the state. This
-delivery model facilitates identification of children and resources and builds local capacity to provide technical
assistance to better serve infants, children, and youth who are deaf-blind. Continued activity will result in the
development, delivery, and expansion of appropriate, quality-driven, community-based services.

Method: Toward this goal, the project will: 1) continue to identify children (ages zero to 21), programs, and
resources located state-wide; 2) outreach to individual families in order to provide support to network parents
around the state; 3) provide on-going child-specific technical assistance as well as regional and state-wide train-
ing, workshops, and conferences to professionals, paraprofessionals, parents and families, consumers, and higher
education students that disseminates research-based effective practices; 4) facilitate networking to create link-
ages across providers, including State agencies, professionals, and parents to enhance transition services at age
14, but reaching down to begin even earlier; 5) develop products and disseminate information; and 6) evaluate
the effectiveness and impact of technical assistance activities on the service delivery system.

Products: The 1,137 currently identified New York children and young adults who are deaf-blind, thcir families,
and their providers will benefit directly through increased local and state capacity to provide appropriate,
quality-driven services that improve outcomes.
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Grant Number: H326C000005
Oregon DeafBlind Project: Improved OQutcomes for
Children Who Are DeafBlind, and Their Families

Project Director: Gense, D. Jay Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Oregon Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
255 Capitol St. NE

Salem, OR 97310-0203 OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Voice: 503-378-3600 . Voice: 202-205-8165
E-mail: jay.gense@state.or.us E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

Purpose: The Office of Special Education of the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) will enhance a
statewide service delivery model built over the past 20 years so that children who are deaf-blind have equal
opportunities to achieve the state’s high content and performance standards. ODE will address Oregon’s diversi-
ty, geographic distances, and demographic sparseness. The Regional Deafblind Consulting Teacher Model will
provide the basis for serving children and youth in their home communities. In addition, the project will contin-
ue to provide outreach services in collaboration with the Education Evaluation Center at Western Oregon
University through innovative uses of technology.

Method: Project goals include: 1) All students who are deaf-blind will benefit from an enhanced system of coor-
dinated and comprehensive technical assistance and training that is available to their special education and relat-
ed service providers; 2) All children/youth in Oregon who are, or who are at risk of being, deaf-blind will be
identified and referred for appropriate services; 3) All parents and families of children in Oregon who are deaf-
blind will have access to a comprehensive, coordinated system of technical assistance support; 4) All Oregon
students aged 14 and older who are deaf-blind will have transition plans that address post-school life options,
including living skills, leisure skills, community participation, and employment options; and 5) The project will
develop a comprehensive technical assistance information and resource center available to assist individualized
education program/individualized family service plan (IEP/IFSP) teams statewide in: a) assessing the education-
al needs of students who are deaf-blind; and b) developing and implementing IEP/IFSPs that address their indi-
vidually identified needs.

Products: The project will result in: 1) increased capacity for building the skills of staff and family members and
developing interagency partnerships so that more students who are deaf-blind can effectively transition into post-
school employment or other services; and 2) increased access to appropriately trained personnel serving infants,
toddlers, and children who are de_g_f-_blind through new partnerships with institutions of higher education.

———
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84.326D
Center on Dispute Resolution

Grant Number: H326D980002
Consortium for Appropriate Dispute Resolution in Special Education (CADRE)

Project Director: Peter, Marshall Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Direction Services, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
3875 Kincaid Street #18

Eugene, OR 97405 OSEP Contact: Peggy Cvach
Voice: 541-686-5060; Fax: 541-686-5063 Voice: 202-205-9807
E-mail: mpeter@directionservice.org E-mail: peggy.cvach@ed.gov

Website: http://www.directionservice.org/cadre

Purpose: This project, the Consortium for Appropriate Dispute Resolution in Special Education (CADRE), will
provide information, training, and technical assistance (TA) to states, schools, parents, and teachers to enable
them to resolve disputes through more expedient and less confrontational means, including mediation.

Method: CADRE is composed of leading individuals and organizations in the field whose expertise and experi-
ence will be used to provide efficient, effective, and high quality TA to diverse stakeholders. Extensive use of
electronic technology, including Internet and World Wide Web-based services, will reach clientele with high
quality information and TA. Regional training, telephone information services, conference presentations, and
dissemination of print documents will provide services to those who do not have Internet access.

Products: CADRE’s TA will increase awareness about the use of a range of alternative dispute resolution proce-
dures to motivate parents, schools, and states to use appropriate resolution procedures to identify and resolve dif-
ferences. The project will work to stimulate and support state and local efforts to resolve differences as early
and as effectively as possible. TA delivery will be built around the needs of states, local systems, and individu-
als and will involve these stakeholders in the planning, development, implementation, and improvement of proj-
ect activities, products, and services.
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84.326F
State and Federal Policy Forum
for Program Improvement

Grant Number: H326F(000001

FORUM 2000
Project Director: Markowitz, Joy Beginning Date: 10/01/00
National Association of State Directors of Special Education, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/05°
1800 Diagonal Road, Suite 320
Alexandria, VA 22314-2840 OSEP Contact: Kelly Henderson
Voice: 703-519-3800; Fax. 703-519-3808 Voice: 202-205-8598
E-mail: joy@nasdse.org E-mail: kelly.henderson@ed.gov

Website: http://www.nasdse.org/forum.htm

Purpose: FORUM 2000 will address the priority of the State and Federal Policy Forum for Program
Improvement to: 1) facilitate communication between the U.S. Department of Education and state and local
administrators of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and 2) synthesize national program
information that will improve the management, administration, delivery, and effectiveness of programs and serv-
ices provided under IDEA.

Method: The following seven activities will be addressed in each of the five project years: 1) identify national
and state program improvement information that is needed to obtain better results for infants, toddlers, and chil-
dren with disabilities receiving educational and early intervention services; 2) maintain a database of laws, poli-
cies, and regulations that govern special education within the states and non-state jurisdictions; 3) compile three
research or policy syntheses on issues identified through Activity 1; 4) write two synthesis briefs (less than 10
pages) on issues identified through Activity 1; 5) convene two policy forums and write a proceedings document
for each on topics identified through Activity 1; 6) conduct twelve “Quick-Turn-Around” activities to address, in
a timely manner, issues identified through Activity 1; and 7) disseminate information developed through
Activities 2-6 to a wide audience, using a variety of vehicles and formats. A diverse group of stakeholders will
participate in the policy forums, review the research/policy syntheses, and evaluate FORUM 2000 activities.

Products: In addition to printed proceedings documents, analyses, and syntheses, the project will develop audio-
tapes and electronic versions of materials. Information will also be available on NASDSE’s World Wide Web
site (www.nasdse.org). Other format requests will be accommodated (e.g. large print, Braille).

50



TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement 45

84.3260G
Center on Achieving Results in
Education for Students with Disabilities

Grant Number: H326G000001
Center on Achieving Results in Education for Students with Disabilities

Project Director: Thurlow, Martha Beginning Date: 10/01/00
University of Minnesota Ending Date: 9/30/05
75 E. River Rd., 350 Elliott Hall

Minneapolis, MN 55455 OSEP Contact: Dave Malouf
Voice: 612-624-4826; Fax: 612-624-0879 Voice: 202-205-8111
E-mail: THURLOO 1 @tc.umn.edu E-mail: david. malouf@ed.gov

Purpose: The National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEQ) and its collaborators, the National Association
of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO),
will build on their existing networks to establish the Center on Achieving Results in Education for Students with
Disabilities. The Center will provide national leadership for state and local efforts to implement the provisions
in IDEA 97, and to ensure that students with disabilities have access to the general curriculum and benefit from
accountability and standards-based reforms.

Method: The Center will engage in research activities directed toward achieving better understanding of current
issues in the field, identifying policies and practices that ensure all students benefit from state and local assess-
ment and accountability efforts, and sharing this information with those whose work has an effect on policy and
practice as well as those who are affected by it. Specifically, these research activities include: 1) conducting an
annual survey of states to determine their current status in implementing the assessment and accountability pro-
vision of IDEA; 2) conducting an annual review of state reports and assessments data to track the participation
and performance levels of students with disabilities in large-scale assessments; 3) synthesizing research on rele-
vant topics such as assessment accommodations, alternate assessments, data analysis and reporting, and other
related areas; and 4) conducting, collaborating in, or commissioning focused research studies on topics related to
assessment and accountability. The Center will also engage in technical assistance and dissemination activities
that meet diverse needs through direct support and by enhancing the capacity of its technical assistance and dis-
semination partners, so that lessons learned from careful research can be translated into practice at all levels, and
improve student results. The Center’s collaboration and other leadership activities will build on NCEQ’s already
wide and productive network to ensure the sustainability and strength of individuals and organizations address-
ing many of the complex second-generation issues surrounding the participation of students with disabilities in
assessment and accountability systems.

Products: The project will develop and disseminate reports in print and on the World Wide Web and tailor materials
to a wide variety of audiences. The following products will be developed and updated: a World Wide Web site,
presentations, and surveys on-line. Other products available will include: links within specific topics; a searchable
database on accommodations research; and special interest materials for students, families, and teachers.
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84.326H
National Clearinghouse on
Postsecondary Education

Grant Number: H326H010005
The National Clearinghouse of Postsecondary Education for
Individuals with Disabilities

Project Director: West, Lynda; Gomez, Joel Beginning Date: 10/01/01
George Washington University Ending Date: 9/30/06
2134 G Street, NW

Washington, DC 20052 OSEP Contact: Deborah Price-Ellingstad
Voice: 202-994-1533 Voice: 202-260-2121
E-mail: lwest@gwu.edu E-mail: deborah.price@ed.gov

Purpose: The major goals of the Clearinghouse are to collect information, develop products, and disseminate
information and materials relevant to multiple audiences in order to establish and maintain a national network
exchange of information about postsecondary education for students with disabilities. The PRIDE network will
also work to expand the scope and reach of the Clearinghouse to engage a broader audience in provision of sup-
ports to postsecondary education for individuals with disabilities to reach their potential. The PRIDE Network
will collaborate with existing partner groups to build on the work of the previous clearinghouse (i.e., HEATH)
and will ensure that collection, development, and dissemination activities are accessible to all in accessible for-
mats and languages. The PRIDE Network will effectively incorporate new technologies; will customize infor-
mation to target audiences; and will have rapid, thorough responses to requests.

Method: The PRIDE Network will accomplish its goals by maintaining a resource library, responding to requests
in a timely fashion, and developing and disseminating accessible resources in a variety of formats. Expanded
outreach will include nontraditional and previously untapped audiences in the effort to build a comprehensive
network for all people with disabilities. Through collaborative efforts systemic change through the scope and
spread of the innovation, choice made for particular intervention materials, mutual information and feedback
exchange between providers and users, and full implementation of new practices. The PRIDE Network will
facilitate this necessary collaboration to bring about an improvement in the dissemination and use of information
and materials relevant to postsecondary individuals with disabilities. Four major audiences will be addressed in
the PRIDE Network’s dissemination and utilization practices. The first audience includes traditional secondary
education personnel who have a major influence on the postsecondary readiness and transition of students, such
as special education teachers, guidance counselors, and school-to-work facilitators. Postsecondary education,
the secondary audience, includes such settings as minority institutions and outreach programs, community and
four-year colleges, and vocational training. The third audience encompasses government entities and communi-
ty-based programs, such as corrections, military, welfare-to-work programs, work force investment/development,
and refugee programs. The fourth audience comprises nontraditional postsecondary education such as appren-
ticeships, adult basic education, GED preparation, employers, and centers for independent living. All audiences
will help identify gaps in needed information so that accessible resources and materials can be developed to
address those needs.
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Products: The outreach will result in wider dissemination, increased awareness of relevant issues, more referrals
of individuals to appropriate organizations/agencies, and increased capacity among the networked community.
Expansion into the four major audience communities will ensure that all audiences, including consumer and gen-
eral publics, have access to information they need to support the success of individuals with disabilities after
high school.

—
—
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84.326J
Technical Assistance for Secondary
Education for Students with Disabilities

Grant Number: H326J000005
National Secondary Education and Transition Technical
Assistance Center for Youth with Disabilities

Project Director: Johnson, David R. Beginning Date: 11/01/00
University of Minnesota Ending Date: 10/31/05
Institute on Community Integration (UAP)

150 Pillsbury Drive., SE, Room 102 Pattee Hall OSEP Contact: Bonnie Jones
Minneapolis, MN 55455-0223 Voice: 202-205-8649
Voice: 612-624-1062; Fax: 612-624-8279 E-mail: bonnie.jones@ed.gov

E-mail: johns006@tc.umn.edu

Purpose: The National Secondary Education and Transition Technical Assistance Center (SETTAC) will respond
to the technical assistance (TA) and information needs of six major audiences: state-level education reform and
systems change initiatives, local education agencies and community-based programs, workforce development
agencies and initiatives, youth with disabilities and families, the national network of technical assistance and dis-
semination providers, and federal agencies and national organizations. SETTAC will establish four Technical
Assistance (TA) Networks to plan and support the delivery of technical assistance and information dissemina-
tion. The TA Networks will include: 1) the Secondary Education Assessment and Curriculum Network; 2) the
Postschool Outcomes/Results Network; 3) the Student and Family Participation Network; and 4) the Systems
Linkages and Services Coordination Network.

Method: SETTAC will be a collaborative effort among: the Institute on Community Integration’s National
Transition Network (University of Minnesota); the National Center on Educational Outcomes (University of
Minnesota); the National Center on the Study of Postsecondary Education Supports (University of Hawaii);
TransCen, Inc.; the Institute for Educational Leadership’s Center for Workforce Development; PACER Center
(University of Minnesota); and the National Association of State Directors of Special Education. In addition,
SETTAC will leverage the existing capacity of other researchers, technical assistance providers, and dissemina-
tion centers in organizing and providing technical assistance and dissemination information. Youth with disabili-
ties and families will be engaged at all levels of the project to ensure that they have a voice and direct role in
setting the direction for SETTAC.

Products: SETTAC will: 1) provide technical assistance, related training, and consultation on assessment, cur-
riculum, instruction, school retention, and the planning/delivery of transition services; 2) translate research into
practice, and identify and promote innovative and exemplary secondary education and transition programs and
practices that can be readily generalized and adopted; 3) generate policy-relevant information that promotes sys-
tems change and the effective coordination of services; 4) improve the knowledge, skills, and capacity of stu-
dents and families to participate in secondary education and transition planning; and 5) disseminate relevant
information to multiple audiences. SETTAC will conduct capacity-building institutes and workshops, conduct
national summits, conduct quarterly national teleconferences, and develop a Web site. Print products to be
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developed include policy briefs, parent briefs, youth briefs, tools to improve professional practice, best practice
profiles/briefs, training materials, Web-based resource guides, multi-media productions, journal articles, book

chapters, and books.
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84.326M
Outreach Services to Minority Entities to
Expand Research Capacity

Grant Number: H326M000002
Linking Academic Scholars to Educational Resources (LASER)

Project Director: Townsend, Brenda L. Beginning Date: 1/01/01
University of South Florida Ending Date: 12/31/05
Dept of Special Education

4202 E. Fowler Avenue EDU 162 OSEP Contact: Grace Zamora Duran
Tampa, FL 336205650 Voice: 202-401-2997
Voice: 813-974-1385; Fax: 813-974-5542 E-mail: grace.duran@ed.gov

E-mail: btownsend@tempest.coedu.usf.edu

Purpose: Linking Academic Scholars to Educational Resources (LASER) will ensure the development and
implementation of a definitive research agenda on urban special education, with the ultimate goal of improving
schooling for urban children and youth with or suspected of disabilities. LASER’s mission is to: 1) develop
cadres of faculty and graduate students in minority institutions who will conduct and sustain urban special edu-
cation research/scholarship; 2) develop a national strength-based model that documents strategies for enhancing
individual and institutional research capacities; and 3) define and coordinate a national agenda that narrows the
gap between research and urban school practice.

Method: LASER will provide technical assistance and professional development for minority doctoral students
and faculty. In addition, cohorts of ethnic minority doctoral students will be recruited to the University of South
Florida’s special education program and will commit to conducting urban special education research studies.
The doctoral students will complete their coursework at the University of South Florida and spend their third
year at Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs), or Other
Minority Institutions (OMIs).

Products: LASER’s impact will be far reaching. Four regional clusters or collaborative research communities
that serve African Americans, Hispanics or Latinos, and Native Americans across the country have been identi-
fied for the most intense services. For participating faculty and doctoral students, LASER will host an annual
conference to showcase urban special education research and disseminate those findings to lay and professional
audiences. LASER will also reach out to facilitate site-based resource sharing and collaboration among the par-
ticipating institutions. Most importantly, a consortium will be positioned by the project’s fifth year to be com-
petitive in the next funding cycle of the Outreach to Minority Entities Project. The LASER project will transi-
tion from the University of South Florida to a consortium comprised of predominantly minority institutions to
further the mission of LASER.
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84.326N
National Information Center

for Children with Disabilities

Grant Number: H326N980002
National Information Center for Children with Disabilities

Project Director: Ripley, Suzanne; Valdivieso, Carol Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Academy for Educational Development, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW :

Washington, DC 20037 OSEP Contact: Peggy Cvach
Voice: 202-884-8211 Voice: 202-205-9807
E-mail: sripley@aed.org E-mail: peggy.cvach@ed.gov

Website: http://www.nichcy.org

Purpose: This project operates the National Information Center for Children with Disabilities (NICHCY) to
improve early intervention results for infants and toddlers and educational and transitional results for children
and youth with disabilities.

Method: The project framework is designed to support state and local entities to build their capacity to improve
services and results for all children with disabilities and their families; to strengthen individual, organizational,
and community capacity to enhance systemic change in education to improve results for all children with dis-
abilities and their families; and to incorporate innovations of research, technology, and practices to increase
NICHCY’s impact in the 21st century. The project design is grounded in close communication with and feed-
back from the individuals and organizations that use the center, and on continual monitoring and evaluation of
the operations.

Products: NICHCY will provide information services, develop publications, conduct outreach activities, and
coordinate clearinghouse activities with the work of other agencies in order to develop and implement a process
for ensuring accuracy of materials on IDEA and the many other issues associated with disabilities.

Q7



52 TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

84.326P
Clearinghouse on Professions

Grant Number: H326P980002
National Clearinghouse on Careers and Professions Related to
Early Intervention and Education for Children with Disabilities

Project Director: Boyer, Lynn Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Council for Exceptional Children Ending Date: 9/30/03
1110 North Glebe Rd., Suite #300

Arlington, VA 22201-5704 - OSEP Contact: Martha Bokee
Voice: 703-264-9479; Fax: 703-264-1637 Voice: 202-205-5509
E-mail: lynnb@cec.sped.org E-mail: martha.bokee@ed.gov

Website: http://www.specialedcareers.org

Purpose: The National Clearinghouse on Professions in Special Education (NCPSE) will gather, organize, and
disseminate information to address national needs and demands for knowledge regarding recruitment, profes-
sional standards, personnel preparation, professional development, and retention of personnel for the field of
special education. The Clearinghouse’s mission is to enhance national capacity and heighten its impact by
implementing targeted marketing campaigns and dynamic information networks designed to strengthen the con-
tinuum of career and professional development of qualified and diverse education professionals and paraprofes-
sionals, including early intervention personnel, special educators, and related services providers.

Method: To strengthen the nation’s overall capacity, the Clearinghouse will focus on the following four activi-
ties: 1) conduct customized comprehensive outreach and targeted recruitment campaigns to increase the number
of qualified, diverse individuals entering special education, related services, and early intervention professions;
2) lead and support national initiatives and partnerships to achieve high quality professional development of gen-
eral and special education teachers, paraprofessionals, early intervention, and related services personnel; 3)
enrich the quality and usefulness of Clearinghouse databases, information, and services as the foundation for
promoting and retaining an adequate supply of qualified professionals and paraprofessionals who serve children
with disabilities; and 4) ensure that Clearinghouse management, operations, products, and services impact press-
ing needs, current issues, and emerging trends. The Clearinghouse will respond to the information needs of its
constituents by targeted marketing, information gathering and dissemination, and networking with a wide array
of strategic partners. With their partners, the Clearinghouse will collect crucial data and analyze labor market
patterns to address critical personnel capacity/demand issues at the state and national levels.

Products: The following NCPSE products will be developed and disseminated: career flyers, Topical Working
Papers, “NCPSENews,” “NCPSEEXTRAS, and 50 state profiles. In addition, a Quicktime Movies series called
“Exploring Exceptional Careers in Education” will be developed, aimed at high school and college guidance
counselors and partner organizations working with nontraditional applicants such as military personnel, newly
arrived citizens, and college career reentry programs. Other multimedia available will include two public serv-
ice announcements, establishment of a new independent Website, and 10 articles for partners’ promotions via
newsletters and the World Wide Web. The Clearinghouse provides materials in all media formats including
accessible Web pages, braille products, large print materials, and audio products. Major publications will be
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translated into other languages, beginning with Spanish, Vietnamese, and Japanese. The majority of
Clearinghouse products are available and downloadable by requesters from the Website, and the project’s data-
bases will be self-searchable with user friendly, menu-driven “wizards. The Clearinghouse will provide online
discussion groups, user searchable databases, and listservs for general users and for the operations of the
National Advisory Committee and the fluid National Advisory Work Teams. In cooperation with partners, at
least 20 conference presentations will be given. In addition, Clearinghouse staff will produce customized
responses to information requests, for career seekers who want informational brochures, personnel administra-
tors who search for employees, state departments who need facts and figures, individuals with disabilities who
want career opportunities, the Office of Special Education Programs which needs reports from states, national
organizations that want information on certification and standards, and professionals who want access to elec-
tronic databases.
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84.326R
Regional Resource Centers

Grant Number: H326R980003
Mid-South Regional Resource Center

Project Director: Olsen, Ken ' Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Kentucky Ending Date: 5/31/03
Human Development Institute

214 Kinkead Hall, 126 Mineral Industries Building OSEP Contact: Marie Roane
Lexington, KY 40506-0051 Voice: 202-205-8451
Voice: 606-257-7936; Fax: 859-257-4353 E-mail: marie.roane@ed.gov

E-mail: msrre@ihdi.uky.edu
Website: http://ww.ihdi.uky.edw/MSRRC

Purpose: The University of Kentucky will provide Regional Resource Center services to Region 2, which
includes Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia,
and the District of Columbia. The Center will link best practices related to IDEA to states, school systems, and
families in order to improve results for infants, toddlers, and children with disabilities. Activities of the
Resource Center will ensure that technical assistance and information are coordinated and are available to par-
ents, teachers, administrators, early intervention personnel, related services personnel, and transition personnel in
order to improve practices.

Method: The Region 2 Resource Center will use its experience in providing technical assistance to the region as
a springboard to focus on the components of IDEA within the context of systemic change and to link its work
with that of other technical assistance (TA) providers. To accomplish its goals, the Center will use four key
strategies: infusing IDEA concepts as a part of systemic change; implementation of an effective results-based TA
process; direct effects on local programs; and extensive stakeholder involvement.

Products: The Center will: increase the depth, utility, relevance, and ease of access of information on practices,
policies, and programs needed by state partners to make systemic changes; provide benefits to states, local edu-
cation agencies, and other participants in state improvement grants partnerships that are pursuing systemic
changes through a coordinated technical assistance framework; increase communication and information
exchange among states and state partners planning, implementing, and evaluating systemic educational reform;
increase the extent to which state improvement plans in the region are effectively planned, implemented, and
evaluated and lead to improved results for students with disabilities and their families; increase the extent to
which states in Region 2 are in compliance with IDEA requirements; and ensure proper, effective, and efficient
project management, administration, and evaluation.
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Grant Number: H326R980005
Great Lakes Area Regional Resource Center for Region 4

Project Director: Magliocca, Larry Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Ohio State University Ending Date: 5/31/03
Center for Special Needs Population

700 Ackerman Road, Suite 440 OSEP Contact: Marie Roane
Columbus, OH 43202 Voice: 202-205-8451
Voice: 614-447-0844; Fax: 614-447-9043 E-mail: marie.roane@ed.gov

E-mail: MAGLIOCCA.1@OSU.EDU
Website: http://www.glarrc.org/

Purpose: The Great Lakes Area Regional Resource Center (GLARRC) will continue to serve as the Regional
Resource Center (RRC) for Region 4, which comprises Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,
Ohio, and Pennsylvania. GLARRC staff will use its understanding and productive working relationship with
states and their partners and its technical assistance capabilities to work toward a systems change process to help
achieve the results-based outcomes required by IDEA.

Method: GLARRC will address the technical assistance needs of state education agencies and their partners -
related to the development and implementation of state program improvement grant (SIGs) plans for children
with disabilities. It will increase the depth and utility of information on priority needs as identified by states,
local education agencies, and participants in SIG partnerships in the process of making systemic changes, and it
will identify productive partnerships with other Department of Education general and special education technical
assistance providers at all levels and link them with state education agencies to promote information exchange
and with programs that address special needs related to school-based reform. The Center will also assist states
in developing and implementing strategies to comply with IDEA requirements. GLARRC will design and
implement its systems change strategies to ensure broad-based participation by stakeholders through state-specif-
ic areas of priority needs. The Resource Center will use these strategies and a team-based approach to provide
more effective technical assistance.

Products: GLARRC will work with its networks to effectively disseminate information to states and their part-
ners. The Center will hold Research, Policy, and Practices Forums as a learning and sharing strategy for systems
change that supports data-based decision making, dissemination of innovative techniques, and development of
value changes. A major characteristic of these forums will be extensive exploration and action planning at a
regional level, with follow-up planning and implementation at state and local levels.

Grant Number: H326R980006
Western Regional Resource Center - Region 6

Project Director: Zeller, Richard Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Oregon Ending Date: 5/31/03
Center on Human Development

1268 University of Oregon OSEP Contact: Marie Roane
Eugene, OR 97403-1268 ' Voice: 202-205-8451
Voice: 541-346-0359; Fax: 541-346-5639 E-mail: marie roane@ed.gov

E-mail: wrrc@oregon.uoregon.edu
Website: http://interact.uoregon.edw/wrrc/wrrc.html
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Purpose: The University of Oregon will operate the Western Regional Resource Center (WRRC), serving
Alaska, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, and Washington, as well as American Samoa, Guam, the
Northern Mariana Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the
Republic of Palau. It will address the technical assistance needs identified by state and local educational agen-
cies and their partners in these areas. It will be responsive to state needs in developing and implementing state
improvement plans and in helping them comply with IDEA.

Method: The WRRC will work collaboratively within states, as well as regionally and nationally, with a wide
array of organizations to provide technical assistance. These collaborations will bring educational expertise and
varied perspectives to the center’s resources. Broadened partnerships will help expand each state’s capacity to
achieve outcomes such as full access to general education curriculum for students with disabilities, instructional-
ly relevant assessment and accountability systems for all students, improved results for all children and their
families, and effective integration of special education services with other school improvement efforts.

Products: The WRRC’s improved technical assistance capabilities will give it an increased capacity to deliver
personalized technical assistance and in-depth information on issues relating to educational practices, state poli-
cy, and program development. It will link state education agencies and their partners with others who have simi-
lar needs or issues, and allow them to share innovative ideas and program strengths. Assistance will be provided
on-site, in multi-state meetings, and through distance delivery methods.

Grant Number: H326R980007
Region Three Regional Resource Center

Project Director: Wright, James V. Beginning Date: 10/01/98

Auburn University - Montgomery Ending Date: 5/31/03
P.O. Box 244023

Montgomery, AL 36124-4023 OSEP Contact: Marie Roane
Voice: 334-244-3879; Fax: 334-244-3835 Voice: 202-205-8451
E-mail: jwright@edla.aum.edu E-mail: marie.roane@ed.gov

Purpose: This project establishes a Regional Resource Center for Region 3 (R3RRC), which encompasses Alabarna,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Proposed strategies for the Center include needs assessment; technical assistance; product development; and a Total
Quality Management system for all product development, information dissemination, and evaluation activities.

Method: The R3RRC will meet the needs of poverty-stricken and other children with disabilities within the region
by means of a computerized information sharing system linked with the network of Federal Resource Centers.
This system, combined with a direct, personal, “hands-on” approach, will establish linkages among states, local
educational agencies, and participants in State Improvement Grant partnerships with service providers.

Products: This project will improve the information base within the R3RRC by establishing a collaborative net-
work for information collection and dissemination among all linked agencies. States will have an expanded
information base that responds to individual state priorities. SEAs will be able to obtain and use information,
thus increasing their capacity to improve practices, policies, and programs needed for efficiently providing serv-
ices to students with disabilities. Through improved service delivery, including professional development, tech-
nical assistance, and dissemination of best practices, the Center will promote programs that will improve the
educational results of children with disabilities. The Center’s information and exchange system will enable
states to identify and respond to problems relating to compliance with IDEA requirements, and it will assist
states in establishing performance goals and indicators under IDEA.
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Grant Number: H326R980009
Mountain Plains Regional Resource Center

Project Director: Copenhaver, John Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Utah State University Ending Date: 5/31/03
Center for Persons with Disabilities

1780 No. Research Parkway, Suite 112 OSEP Contact: Marie Roane
Logan, UT 84341 Voice: 202-205-8451

Voice: 435-752-0238; Fax: 435-753-9750 E-mail: marie.roane@ed.gov
E-mail: cope@cc.usu.edu .
Website: http://www.usu.eduw/~mprrc

Purpose: Utah State University will continue to operate and improve the Mountain Plains Regional Resource
Center (MPRRC) to serve Region 5, comprising Colorado, Jowa, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming, as well as Bureau of Indian Affairs schools in 23 states. The overall
goal of the Center is to create lasting systems change through such processes as state improvement grants, state
implementation plans, partnerships, and quality technical assistance and information dissemination. The
Resource Center will work to link state and local education agencies and their partners.

Method: The MPRRC has been involving relevant stakeholders in a partnership arrangement, including state and
local education agencies and their partners, to promote systems change. It has also been instrumental in devel-
oping and facilitating monitoring activities, including teleconferences, assisting state and local agencies in devel-
oping monitoring systems, and conducting various training activities. To facilitate its work, the MPRRC has
developed a network of state education agency staff throughout the region to deal with critical issues in special
education.

Products: The MPRRC will work to increase the depth and utility of information in on-going and emerging
areas of priority needs identified by local and state education agencies that are in the process of making systemic
changes, promoting those changes through a multi-state or regional framework. It will provide technical assis-
tance to state and local education agencies and participants in state improvement grant partmerships and promote
communication and information exchange among these groups based on the needs, concerns, emerging issues,
and trends identified by the agencies and partnerships. It will also assist states in developing and implementing
strategies that comply with IDEA requirements.

Grant Number: H326R000001
Northeast Regional Resource Center

Project Director: Reedy, Kristin Beginning Date: 6/01/00
WestEd Ending Date. 5/31/03
730 Harrison Street

San Francisco, CA 94107 OSEP Contact: Marie Roane
Voice: 802-951-8218 Voice: 202-205-8451
E-mail: kreedy@wested.org E-mail: marie.roane@ed.gov

Website: http://www.wested.org/nerrc
Purpose: This project will demonstrate how the Northeast Regional Resource Center (NERRC) can assist the

northeastern states to make systemic changes in structure, programs, and outcomes that will lead to a unified
system of education for all students.
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Method: The project will conduct state-level policy analysis and facilitate changes that will eliminate barriers to
systemic reform and lead to improved results. It will establish a multi-state, regional framework to help states
plan, implement, and evaluate systemic change, and it will build state capacity to improve early intervention,
educational opportunities, transitional services, and results for children with disabilities and their families.
NERRC will work in a three-way collaborative with COMPASS, Inc. and the Center for Disabilities and
Community Inclusion (the University Affiliated Program at the University of Vermont) to bring together techni-
cal assistance, technology, research, development, and training capabilities of the University Affiliated Program
and the specialized urban issues perspective of COMPASS, Inc. NERRC will also work with local education
agencies, local schools, the state education agency and other state agencies, and stakeholders to ensure that spe-
cial education is an integral component of the state and local reform agenda.

Products: NERRC'’s efforts will ultimately improve services and results for children with disabilities.
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84.326S
Center for Positive Behavioral
interventions and Supports

Grant Number: H326S980003
Center for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support

Project Director: Sugai, George; Homer, Rob Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Oregon Ending Date: 9/30/03
College of Education

Eugene, OR 97403 OSEP Contact: Renee Bradley
Voice: 541-346-1642; Fax: 541-346-5517 Voice: 202-358-2849
E-mail: sugai@oregon.uoregon.edu; robh@oregon.uoregon.edu E-mail: renee bradley@ed.gov

Website: hitp://www.pbis.org

Purpose: The goal of the Center on Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support (CPBIS) is to increase “the
capacity of schools, families, and communities to support and educate children and youth with significant prob-
lem behaviors” by 1) increasing both awareness and knowledge of positive behavioral interventions and support
as part of these systems and 2) emphasizing the features of a comprehensive systems approach to sustaining
these interventions and supports.

Method: The CPBIS will be directed from the University of Oregon in collaboration with key personnel at the
University of Kansas, University of Kentucky, University of Missouri, and University of South Florida. The
Center will establish and use a comprehensive network of expert collaborators who will help to select the con-
tent and formats for the dissemination of positive behavioral interventions and support. In an effort to increase
the efficiency and effectiveness in which schools educate students with severe problem behavior within the con-
text of public school settings, a school-wide approach must be considered. The CPBIS approach focuses on the
development and maintenance of whole systems (practices, structures, and policies) that 1) enable school staff to
sustain the adoption of research-validated practices; 2) foster positive teaching and learning environments in
schools for all students and staff; 3) integrated school-wide, classroom, non-classroom, and individual student
subsystems; and 4) efficiently and effectively support students with severe emotional and behavioral disorders.
The six CPBIS objectives and activities include the following: 1) Evaluate the state of policy and practice
regarding school-wide positive behavioral interventions and supports; 2) Establish a coordinated effort of
researchers, educators, families, policy makers, and community service providers, (€.g., mental health, develop-
mental disabilities, rehabilitation, and juvenile justice), who will serve as resources to schools in designing
school-wide positive behavior support programs; 3) Provide for regular information exchanges between
researchers and practitioners, including family members, who conduct exemplary behavioral intervention and
support programs and educators who seek to design and implement effective school-wide programs; 4)
Collaborate with the National Information Center for Children and Youth with Disabilities to develop and dis-
seminate information on positive behavioral interventions and supports; 5) Organize, synthesize, and report
information to teachers, parents, administrators, policy makers, community service personnel, and other interest-
ed parties advances in research, policy, and practice on positive behavioral interventions and supports; and 6)
Develop a blueprint for providing further technical assistance to local education agencies and state education
agencies, which includes validated alternative designs of effective school-wide positive behavioral intervention
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and support programs and validated alternative approaches to delivering technical assistance in their implemen-
tation.

Products: The outcomes of this five year effort will be: 1) an awareness in all State Education Agencies of the
features, importance, procedures, and systems requirements of positive behavioral interventions and supports; 2)
a resource network of systems requirements of positive behavioral interventions and supports; 3) an information
development and dissemination network that maximizes use of current information and dissemination centers
and organizations; 4) a collection of State and Local Education Agencies exemplars (statutes, policies, proce-
dures, etc.) that embody effective and efficient implementation of positive behavioral interventions and sup-
ports; and 5) a comprehensive, research validated collection of preferred and promising practices which will be
distributed in a variety of forms (e.g. electronic newsletters, CD-ROM modules, inservice curriculum modules).
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84.326T
National Technical Assistance Project

for Infants, Toddlers, and Children
Who Are Deaf-Blind

Grant Number: H326T010001
National Technical Assistance Consortium for Children and
Young Adults Who Are Deaf-Blind (NTAC)

Project Director: Baldwin, Vic; McNulty, Joe; Stremel, Kathleen Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Western Oregon University Ending Date: 9/30/06
Teaching Research Division

345 N. Monmouth Ave. OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Monmouth, OR 97361-3940 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 503-838-8096; Fax: 503-838-8150 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: stremelk@wou.edu

Purpose: The major goals of the National Technical Assistance Consortium for Children and Young Adults Who
Are Deaf-Blind (NTAC) project are two-fold. The first goal is to increase the capacity of States, local education
agencies, early intervention programs, and other agencies to improve policies and practices that will result in
appropriate assessment, planning, placement, and services for children/youth who are deaf-blind (birth to young
adulthood). The second goal is to increase the capacity of state projects as well as state and local agencies to
utilize research-based practices and to increase the implementation of IDEA in order to improve outcomes for
children and youth who are deaf-blind.

Method: The consortium combines the resources and expertise of two national agencies, the Teaching Research
Division of Western Oregon University (Monmouth, Oregon) and the Helen Keller National Center (Sands
Point, New York). The NTAC project will provide a national effort of technical assistance, training, and infor-
mation to multiple recipients including families, individuals who are deaf-blind (consumers), state projects for
deaf-blind services, state education agencies, Part C lead agencies, and other state agencies. Activities will
include: 1) implement and maintain a state-level and national-level needs assessment, in order to determine the
array, type, and intensity of technical assistance needed; 2) assist states in improving collaboration, policy devel-
opment, services, and practices by providing a tiered array of technical assistance and training activities, with an
emphasis in facilitating capacity building and systemic change initiatives, that result in positive child/youth out-
comes; 3) assist families and children/youth to increase their capacity for building relationships, knowledge, and
skills in advocacy, empowerment, effective practices, and services by providing an array of technical assistance
and training activities; 4) assist personnel preparation training programs to work collaboratively to increase the
number of teachers and paraprofessionals who are providing services and implementing effective practices; and
5) collaborate with the U.S. Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, other federal technical
assistance projects, and state agencies in improving practices and services for early intervention, special
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education, related services, and transitional services by facilitating local, regional, and state systemic change ini-
tiatives to include children/youth who are deaf/blind.

Products: The project will develop and evaluate technical assistance, training materials, and products addressing
research-based effective practices using traditional and distance education strategies. The project also will
disseminate information, technical assistance, and training materials and products to a variety of audiences and
individuals. The project will result in: 1) increased capacities for state projects for deaf-blind services, ‘
state/local agencies, and service providers to improve services. and practices; 2) increased capacities for families,
advocates, and individuals who are deaf-blind to access services; 3) increased use of strategies in systems
change initiatives to include children/youth who are deaf-blind; and 4) improved outcomes for children/youth
who are deaf-blind.
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84.326U
Deaf Blind Clearinghouse

Grant Number: H326U990001

DB-LINK
Project Director: Reiman, John Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Western Oregon University - Monmouth Ending Date: 9/30/04
Teaching Research
345 N. Monmouth Avenue OSEP Contact: Charles Freeman
Monmouth, OR 97361 Voice: 202-205-8165
Voice: 503-838-8776; Fax: 503-838-8150 E-mail: charles.freeman@ed.gov

E-mail: reimanj@wou.edu

Purpose: This project will contribute to increased knowledge and understanding of educational problems, issues,
and effective strategies by promoting system change or improvement and building local capacity to provide,
improve, and expand services that address the needs of deaf-blind children.

Method: DB-LINK s activities (identifying information, responding to inquiries, and disseminating materials)
increase awareness and understanding of deaf-blindness by ensuring that IDEA ‘97-supportive information gen-
erated by researchers, practitioners, and educational specialists makes its way to personnel preparation programs,
classroom teachers, and ‘grass roots’ service providers. DB-LINK’s work occurs at national, state, and local lev-
els. Its link to the non-deaf-blind world is demonstrated through the numerous responses to requests from serv-
ice providers having their first contact with deaf-blindness, through its role as sole representative of deaf-blind-
ness among OSEP clearinghouses, through its high profile at national meetings and conferences, through its col-
laborative publications with other entities, and through its regular participation in the OSEP Leadership
Conference and Annual Technical Assistance and Dissemination Conference. Interfaces with agencies and indi-
viduals in such fields as health care, law, psychology, technology, recreational services, personnel preparation
programs, and higher education form the basis for its concerted effort to extend national awareness of deaf-

. blindness.

Products: Database-generated products will be developed to meet the needs of individual requesters, produce
information for publications, and produce profiled (consumer-tailored) information for use in training and identi-
fying state resources. The DB-LINK World Wide Web site provides Internet access to all the project’s resources.
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84.326X
IDEA General Supervision
Enhancement Grants

Grant Number: H326X010002
New Jersey’s IDEA Data Management and Enhancement Project

Project Director: Wohle, Roberta; Harrison, Terry L. Beginning Date: 11/01/01
New Jersey Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 609-633-2040; Fax: 609-292-5558 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: rwohle@doe.state.nj.us E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: The New Jersey Department of Eduéation, Division of Student Services, Office of Special Education
Programs (NJOSEP) will enhance its data management systems as part of the continuous improvement monitor-
- ing process (CIMP). ‘

Method: The project will focus on: 1) developing and implementing a data management system that efficiently
yields and organizes information relevant to the effectiveness of NJOSEP’s and the New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services’ (NJDHSS) monitoring and oversight activities; 2) developing coordinated data man-
agement systems that yield and organize information regarding the effectiveness of the process for transitioning
children with disabilities from early intervention services (Part C) to early childhood programs (Part B); and 3)
enhancing data collection activities by identifying early intervention, special education, and related service
“quality indicators” that can used to assess and improve state and local practices. Collected data will be ana-
lyzed to determine gaps in services to children and families and identify areas in need of improvement.

Products: These project activities will increase NJOSEP’s, NJDHHS’ and stakeholders’ ability to evaluate the
impact of early intervention and special education services on the achievement of positive outcomes for children
and youth with disabilities. In addition, the project will provide information relevant to determinations of sys-
temic change and improvement.

——————

Grant Number: H326X010004
Connecticut IDEA — General Supervision Grant

Project Director: Dowaliby, George Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Connecticut Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
Bureau of Special Ed & Pupil Services

165 Capitol Ave., PO Box 2219 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Hartford, CT 06415-2219 ‘ Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 860-807-2024; Fax: 860-807-2047 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: george.dowaliby@po.state.ct.us
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Purpose: This project will develop a statewide credentialing and examination system for personnel working in
.Connecticut’s birth-to-three system and a supervisor’s institute to better train staff who supervise and support
direct-line staff in that system. The project will also focus on secondary transition, including the development of
a statewide Transition Program Needs Assessment.

Method: The project will design, implement, and evaluate a data system that will incorporate new data elements
and merge aspects of two previously developed systems; it will analyze parental perceptions and satisfaction
with their child’s transition between parts of the system; and it will develop a data collection system that identi-
fies the individuals who have participated in the transition. Other project objectives will focus on secondary
transition and will include development of a baseline study of students who have exited special education and a
statewide Transition Program Needs Assessment to determine the current status of transition service provision
and the need for future training, technical assistance, and program development.

Products: The project will allow Connecticut to continue to design data systems and programs that require inten-
sive up-front resources. The credentialing and examination system developed by this project is intended to
become an integral component of the state’s birth-to-three system and the Comprehensive System of Personnel
Development. The system will be easily replicable and available to any state interested in developing this
model. The development and design of the secondary transition follow-up study and the Transition Program
Needs Assessment will allow these data systems to be integrated into special education and pupil services. The
project will also develop web-based training opportunities to increase access to transition training and informa-
tion for parents and professionals of children transitioning from different programs. Two student guides will be
developed to increase students’ knowledge of their rights under IDEA, to articulate their learning strengths and
weaknesses, and to enhance their participation in the planning and placement team process.

Grant Number: H326X010008
Nebraska Enhancement of the Process for Conducting a Self Assessment

Project Director: Losh, Mary Ann; Schliesser, Barbara Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Nebraska Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
P.O. Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 402-471-4357, Fax: 402-471-0117 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: mlosh@nde.state.ne.us; bschlies@nde.state.ne.us E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will support the enhancement of a process for statewide self-assessment of the provisions
of early intervention, special education, and related services associated with the Continuous Improvement
Monitoring Process (CIMP) for Parts B and C of IDEA. The project will advance Nebraska State Board of
Education goals to implement statewide assessment and reporting systems and to improve communication and
relationships with policy partners at the local, state, and federal levels. 1t is the intent of this project to develop
an outline for a system that will be put in place through the regular activities of the Nebraska Department of
Education (NDE) after project funding. This system will be aligned with Nebraska’s School-Based, Teacher-
Led Assessment and Reporting System (STARS) and Strategic School Improvement Process (SSIP) data sys
tems. The project will be a joint effort between NDE programs/offices and the Nebraska State Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS, co-lead agency for Part C of IDEA).

Method: Thé project will address the following areas: 1) establish processes to operate the CIMP Steering

Committee; 2) identify and obtain data needed to evaluate the provision of early intervention, special education,
and related services; 3) identify and construct methods to determine data validity and reliability; 4) identify and
use valid and reliable techniques to collect data from stakeholders; and 5) identify and use reliable data analysis
techniques. The immediate result of the project will be to identify and use a decision-making process based on
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data analysis that results in valid conclusions regarding areas in compliance in need of improvement and areas of
strength. These goals will be accomplished through a research-based model of systems change objectives and
activities. The project has the following objectives: 1) prepare for and convene the CIMP Steering Committee;
2) review current in-state data/information sources; 3) convene the Steering Committee to examine areas where
data do not exist and recommend data to be collected and methods of collection; 4) convene the Steering
Committee to review data collection plan and instruments developed from data mapping and consolidation
efforts; and 5) evaluate project outcomes.

Products: The project will provide training sessions on data analysis techniques to NDE and HHS staff and
develop training materials on data collection and reporting for local education agencies.

Grant Number: H326X010009
Puerto Rico Department of Health and Department of Education System
Information Partnership

Project Director: Falcon del Toro, Licely E. Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico Ending Date: 10/31/02
Dept. of Education

PO Box 190759 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
San Juan, PR 00919-0759 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 787-753-7981 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: This project is a partnership between the Departments of Health and Education in Puerto Rico to pro-
vide an infrastructure to collect sufficient data on transition, to determine the impact of special education and
early intervention services, and to reduce disparities in system information data collection.

Method: The project will provide linkages for inter-operating between Part C and Part B schemas, from one-to-
many, many-to-one, and many-to-many. These linkages will generate a dynamically based system on the user’s
chosen set of attributes, a system that will be used to perform query operations across schemas. The comprehen-
sive information system will be available for service providers and participation by primary referral sources.

Products: The project will foster an interagency partnership that will enhance the mutually agreeable goal of
linking Part C and Part B and bring a cost-effective and cohesive information system that addresses early inter-
vention transition to preschool for children with special needs and their families.

Grant Number: H326X010010
Assessing, Measuring, and Improving Student and System Performance

Project Director: Whetstone, Mabrey Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Alabama Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
P.O. Box 302101

Montgomery, AL 36130-2101 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 334-242-8114; Fax: 334-242-9192 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: mabreyw@alsde.edu ‘ E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will accomplish the following objectives: 1) provide training and implementation support
for the Beginning Reading Model in 10 new Alabama districts identifying reading as a CIMP improvement need,
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2) facilitate meetings and work of the Part C Statewide Steering Committee by carrying out 12 focus group
meetings, and obtaining and using birth-to-three needs data; and 3) bring online an additional 30 local school
systems that will use the interim database for self-assessment CIMP activities.

Products: The Part B efforts will capitalize upon and replicate beginning reading successes obtained in four
demonstration programs. This will disseminate an effective early intervention program for students at risk.
Enabling Part C to perform needed CIMP administrative tasks will help overcome the 11.15% proration experi-
enced by the Alabama Rehabilitation Services Agency. The Part B enhancement will provide the resources
needed to bring online districts that are experiencing a 6.2% proration and have insufficient resources to buy
Internet access. The use of resources by this project will substantially enhance and advance the CIMP process.

Grant Number: H326X010012
General Supervision Enhancement Systems in the District of Columbia

Project Director: Harrison, Ron; Lambert, Sammie; Chapman, Kathy Beginning Date: 11/01/01
University of Kentucky Ending Date: 10/31/02
Interdisciplinary Human Development Inst

201 Kinkead Hall OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Lexington, KY 40506-0057 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 859-257-4131; Fax: 859-257-4353 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: ronh@ihdi.uky.edu
Website: http://www.ihdi.uky.edu

Purpose: This project, a collaborative effort among several agencies, will provide planning, technical assistance,
data collection, and evaluation services to establish a process which will prepare the State Advisory Panel on
Special Education for the District of Columbia to undertake responsibility for the implementation of the program
improvement plan, based on the Kahn Logic Model, and to develop an evaluation and monitoring system to be
used by the advisory panel and in collaboration and coordination with the interagency coordinating council to
monitor adherence to the plan and to evaluate the results.

Method: Coordination between the project advisory panel and the interagency coordinating council will address
improvement monitoring issues and non-compliance in the improvement planning process and the Child Find
infrastructure. The project will focus on systemic change using research-based effective practices in turn
focused on results for infants and toddlers with developmental delays as well as children and youth with disabili-
ties and their families.

Products: The project will create an infrastructure to continue monitoring, evaluating, and amending the
improvement plan after the secession of the grant. These services are designed to create the technical assistance
and training infrastructure necessary to impact systemic solutions to challenges and noncompliances identified as
an element of the continuous improvement monitoring process.
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Grant Number: H326X010015 _
Supporting Success in the Last Frontier: Strategies for Enhancing Alaska’s
Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process

Project Director: Maloney, Greg Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Alaska Department of Education & Early Development Ending Date: 10/31/02
801 W, 10th Street, Suite 200

Juneau, AK 99801-1894 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 907-465-2792; Fax.: 907-465-2806 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: Greg_Maloney@eed.state.ak.us E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: The Supporting Success project will strengthen Alaska’s Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process
(AK CIMP) to effectively measure the success with which early intervention, special education, and related
services are being provided to children with disabilities and their families; determine areas of needed improve-
ment; and create improvement strategies. Its ultimate purpose is improved outcomes for children with disabili-
ties ages birth thru 21 and their families.

Method: The project is being jointly administered by the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development
(EED) and the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services (the Part C lead agency). A thorough review of
the AK CIMP structure identified two significant weaknesses: 1) the need to improve cluster team member par-
ticipation; and 2) the need for better data assistance for cluster teams to upgrade EED and DHSS data manage-
ment and analysis capacity to fulfill CIMP data requirements. Three project goals were developed: 1) increase
Alaska’s capacity to conduct the CIMP self-assessment; 2) increase the capacity for cluster teams to gather, ana-
lyze, and use data for decision-making; and 3) upgrade EED and DHSS data systems to fulfill AK CIMP data
needs.

Products. Project activities will result in a dramatic improvement in both the AK CIMP outcomes and statewide
data capacity. Implementing strategies to allow EED and DHSS data systems to share information more effec-
tively will result in a seamless data system for children with disabilities ages birth to 21.

~

Grant Number: H326X010016
South Carolina Training and Technical Assistance Teams: Systematic Solutions

Project Director: Lewis, Richard J. Beginning Date: 11/01/01
University of Kentucky Ending Date: 10/31/02
Interdisciplinary Human Dev Inst

126 Mineral Industries Bldg. OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Lexington, KY 40506-0051 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 859-257-4921; Fax: 859-257-4353 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: rlewis@ihdi.uky.edu
Website: http://www.ihdi.uky.edu

Purpose: The University of Kentucky, through assignment by the South Carolina Department of Education and
the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control, will provide planning, technical assis-
tance, data collection, and evaluation services to develop state systems to identify, disseminate, and implement
research-based promising educational and early intervention practices. These services are designed to create the
technical assistance and training infrastructure to effect systemic solutions to challenges and noncompliances
identified by South Carolina’s Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process (CIMP).
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Method: Three major objectives are supported by the work scope of this project. State and regional training and
technical assistance teams are to be established to address CIMP-identified issues/noncompliances in: 1)
Individualized Family Service Plans, procedural safeguards, and early childhood transition; 2) disproportionate
referral and identification rates in underrepresented populations; and 3) unclear data and lack of strategies to
address parent knowledge of, involvement in, and satisfaction with special education services, related services,
and early intervention services. All objectives address needs in both Part B and Part C services provided under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

Products: This project will result in systemic change using research-based effective practices that focus on results
for infants and toddlers with developmental delays, children and youth with disabilities, and their families.

Grant Number: H326X010017
Improving Quality, Flow, and Use of Information on the Effects of Virginia’s
Improvement Interventions in Part B and Part C

Project Director: Olsen, Kenneth Beginning Date: 10/01/01
University of Kentucky _ Ending Date: 9/30/02
Interdisciplinary Human Development Inst

201 Kinkead Hall OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Lexington, KY 40506-0057 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 859-257-7936; Fax: 859-257-4353 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: olsenk@ihdi.uky.edu
Website: http://www.ihdi.uky.edu

Purpose: This project is a collaborative effort that will develop plans, procedures, and instrumentation for
Virginia to determine the extent to which designated special education program improvement strategies result in
desired changes to early intervention, special, education, or related services programs.

Method: The project will conduct at least two evaluations and produce formal evaluation reports about the
effects and linkages in the logic models used. It will integrate into state agency procedures methods for using
such data to refine the logic models and the specific interventions or plans. It will define desired relationships
across the logic models and develop plans and agreements to ensure communication regarding a shared agenda
for Virginia. It will increase state capacity to integrate the performance measurement and evaluation approach
into ongoing operations by developing materials on state-level comprehensive evaluation approaches and con-

~ ducting performance measurement and evaluation training for state staff and their partners in state improvement
planning and implementation.

Products: Expertise across the agencies and universities collaborating on this project will be maximized to capi-
talize on work to date, to build in-state capacity, to enhance relationships, and to leave Virginia with feasible sys-
tems and procedures to continue after the project ends.

v
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Grant Number: H326X010019
Improving Data Driven Decision Making in Rhode Island

Project Director: Antosh, A. Anthony Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Rhode Island College Ending Date: 10/30/02
University Affiliated Programs

600 Mt. Pleasant Avenue OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Providence, RI 02908 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 401-456-8072; Fax: 401-456-8150 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: aantosh@ric.edu

Purpose: This project is a joint activity of several agencies in Rhode Island as part of the continuous improve-
ment monitoring process for improvement of delivery of early intervention, special education, and related servic-
es. It intends to address gaps in existing data, gaps in the infrastructure capacity of the various agencies to ana-
lyze and use data to make decisions about policies and programs, and the need to infuse promising practices and
child outcomes and results into program evaluation.

Method: The project will assist state agencies to develop program evaluation and monitoring systems that are
based on outcome data and promising practices and to develop a reporting mechanism that will provide local
early intervention providers and local school districts to develop improvement plans for reducing barriers and
improving child outcomes. The project will also promote the infusion of the expanded program evaluation sys-
tem into generic general education reform initiatives.

Products: Through its activities, the project will enhance and expand the state infrastructure to collect and ana-
lyze data about children with disabilities. It will create a technical assistance network to assist early intervention
providers and local education agencies to enhance their capacity to collect data and to use this data in develop-
ing improvement plans. It will infuse promising practices and outcome data into the program evaluation and
monitoring systems in both early intervention and special education as mechanisms for promoting continuous
improvement. in both systems. It will also develop a mechanism for identifying and disseminating data-driven
best practices.

Grant Number: H326X010021
Joint Development of an Electronic Data System to Support the Continuous
Improvement and Monitoring Process in Utah’s Part B and Part C Programs

Project Director: Taylor, Mae Beginning Date. 11/01/01
Utah State Office of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
250 East 500 South

Salt Lake City, UT 84111-3204 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 801-538-7711; Fax: 801-538-7991 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: mtaylor@usoe.k12.ut.us E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: The Utah State Office of Education and the Department of Health have redesigned their monitoring
systems to shift from episodic procedural monitoring to a continuous improvement monitoring system that
emphasizes positive outconies for children with disabilities and connects program effectiveness with the require-
ments of IDEA 97. Implementation of these new systems shows promising results, but because the systems col-
lect data of differing types from many different sources, managing and integrating the data presents an
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insurmountable challenge. To assist educators in collecting and analyzing this data, this project will develop an
electronic data system to support the new system.

Method: This project is a joint effort between Part B and Part C under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, through a subcontract with Utah State University. The first phase of the project will use unified
modeling language to create a data model of the components and processes which will be a blueprint for the
structure of the computer programs. The second phase will develop, test, and refine the electronic data system.
The system will consist of two parts: a stand-alone desktop or laptop system and a Web-based system. The
stand-alone portion will allow state education agency personnel, Department of Health personnel, teachers, and
service providers to use a Personal Computer or Macintosh computer to enter data and obtain simple reports.
For additional analysis and reporting capabilities, users will log onto a secure World Wide Web site and upload
the data. Using the Web-based portion of the system, they can then analyze and generate reports for their data.
With proper authorization, the Website can also provide links to other Web-based databases such as the incident
database at the Research Institute for Safe and Effective Programs’ Safe and Drug Free Schools site, Utah’s
school accreditation process data, and Utah’s Performance Assessment Systems for Schools (U-PASS) data.
Other phases of the project include the field-testing and revision of the system, the development of Web-based
technical support for users, the development of user materials, and regional trainings.

Products: This system will allow Utah’s state education agency and Department of Health to better develop the
infrastructure to collect sufficient valid and reliable data to determine the impact of special education and early
intervention services and assess program improvement on an ongoing basis. Also, local agencies can examine
and carefully analyze data from different sources to determine whether outcomes for students are being attained.
In addition, the project will improve transition efforts between Part C and Part B through the sharing of electron-
ic information. Once established, the system will allow for future integration with other data sources to pinpoint
areas of need and faci]ita}_e the improvement of system and implementation variables.

Grant Number: H326X010022
Minnesota’s Self-Improvement Process for Children with
Disabilities Birth to 21 and Their Families

Project Director: Hale, Norena A. Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Minnesota Department of Children, Families and Learning Ending Date: 10/31/02
1500 Highway 36 W :

Roseville, MN 55113-4266 ‘ OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 612-582-8289; Fax: 612-582-8789 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: norena.hale@state.mn.us E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: As a result of self-assessment activities, the Minnesota Assessment Steering Committee identified five
major priority areas on which to focus self-improvement efforts. These include: 1) improve the ability of chil-
dren and youth to make successful transitions; 2) ensure a sufficient number of qualified professionals and para-
professionals; 3) improve access to mental health services across agencies; 4) improve interagency cooperation
and coordinated service delivery; and 5) reduce system bias related to the needs of diverse populations. Steering
Committee members also identified one or more “Need Areas” to specifically target self-improvement planning
or activities for each priority area. This project has been designed to address each of the priorities and need
areas iQentiﬁed as a result of the self-assessment process.

Method: Facilitated by staff of the Division of Special Education (DSE), self-improvement planning and imple-

mentation activities will be conducted in collaboration with Minnesota’s Continuous Improvement Steering
Committee to achieve project outcomes related to: 1) enhancing data systems, and 2) improvement planning and
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data collection. To accomplish this task, the DSE will assemble an internal Project Management Team that will
work with various subcontractors and consultants to achieve outcome objectives that are directly linked to needs
within each priority area. The subcontractors include the University of Minnesota’s Institute on Community
Integration (ICI), National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEQ), Center on Early Education Development
(CEED), and Center for Applied Research and Educational Improvement (CAREI); the Minnesota Association
for Children’s Mental Health (MACMH); and WBW Consulting.

Products: Enhancement activities, which represent an expansion of self-improvement efforts, will be incorporat-
ed throughout this project to advance Minnesota’s efforts to implement a service delivery system for children
and youth (birth to 21 years) within a context of integrated interagency services.

Grant Number: H326X010024

Project Playgroup
Project Director: Nettleton, Kathryn ' Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Massachusetts Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
Early Learning Services
350 Main Street OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Malden, MA 02148-5023 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 781-338-6358; Fax: 781-338-3370 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: knettleton@doe.mass.edu

Purpose: Based on research on effective service delivery approaches for young children and their families,
Project Playgroup will develop the capacity of the Massachusetts Family Networks (MFNs), a statewide techni-
cal assistance infrastructure designed to support and strengthen families of young children in their communities.
The overall goal of Project Playgroup is to enhance the collaboration among Early Intervention Programs (Part
C), Early Childhood Special Education Programs (Part B), and other partners in the Massachusetts early educa-
tion/care system so that infants, toddlers, and young children with disabilities are increasingly able to receive
services in natural environments and so that there is a seamless system of service and care from early interven-
tion, through transition to preschool, and into school-age programs at Kindergarten entry.

Method: Through subgrants to the local level, MFNs will work with the Early Intervention Programs (Part C),
local education agencies (Part B), and other community agencies serving young children with disabilities, help-
ing to bridge the gaps in the Part C and Part B transition, expanding the statewide network of support to early
intervention and early childhood providers, increasing the provision of services in natural environments, and
facilitating interagency collaboration. MFNs will help to remove the barriers to the actualization of a seamless
system of early childhood and family-centered services for Massachusetts. The project will build on inclusion
research and practice that emphasizes the need for children with disabilities to be served in the least restrictive
setting available, in the same environments as those serving children without disabilities. Project Playgroup will
enhance linkages among state agencies and linkages at the local level between early intervention programs for
ages birth to 3 and local school district early childhood programs for ages 3 through 5.

Products: The project will disseminate research-based information and link local providers to state, regional, and
nationally funded technical assistance and dissemination projects. The project will evaluate its impact by con-
ducting follow-up evaluation to assess the effectiveness of the integrated playgroup model, and determine the
impact of the project on the delivery of services in natural environments, Part C-B transition, collaboration, and
transition to Kindergarten.

——
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Grant Number: H326X010026
Targeting Relationships to Improve Results

Project Director: Jones, Jana Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Idaho Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
Bureau of Special Education

PO Box 83720 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Boise, ID 83720-0027 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 208-332-6910; Fax: 208-334-4664 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail. jjones@sde.state.id.us

Purpose: Through a collaborative partnership among state agencies, this project will align and strengthen the
special education and early intervention services that contribute to quality outcomes for the children and youth
of Idaho. The project continues the long-running partnership among the agencies and reflects the recommenda-
tions in the Idaho self-assessment of early intervention and special education services.

Method: The continuous improvement monitoring process will be guided by data from relationship indicators,
data system changes, and cross-agency alignment of policies and procedures developed during the first year of
improvement plan implementation. The project will develop a secure cross-agency data management system to
provide results-oriented information to stakeholders regarding early intervention and special education services
that increase positive outcomes for children and youth with disabilities.

Products: The project will build strong partnerships among stakeholders to ensure successful early childhood
and secondary transitions that will improve results for children and youth with disabilities and their families.
“The improved collaboration will ensure successful outcomes and help create systemic improvements. Long-
term results of the improvement process will be improved special education and related services and early inter-
vention services that increase quality results for children and youth with disabilities across Idaho.

Grant Number: H326X010027
CIMPlitying Oregon: Enhancing Data Collection, Data Analyses, and Data
Reporting for Oregon’s Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process

Project Director: Johnson, Steve Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Oregon Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
255 Capitol St. NE

Salem, OR 97310-0203 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 503-378-3569; Fax: 503-378-5166 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: steve johnson@state.or.us E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will significantly improve Oregon’s Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process (CIMP)
by affording the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) resources to build database infrastructure where it cur-
rently does not exist and to significantly improve database infrastructure where it does exist.

Method: This project’s objectives are designed to enhance existing databases, develop selected new data collec-
tions, and integrate multiple databases so that more informative data analyses and reports can be provided at the
early intervention (EI), local education agency (LEA), and State levels. This data can form the basis for
improved outcomes for children and students. Quantitative and qualitative evaluation methods will be tied to
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objective performance measures. Focus group(s) of data consumers and CIMP stakeholder groups will assure
that the project produces maximized usable outcomes.

Products: At EI and LEA levels, data reports will provide agencies with a comparison of the ‘outcomes of their
students against other children and students in like-agencies and the state. This self-assessment can, with train-
ing, lead agencies to effective data-based decision making that will improve the EI and special education of chil-
dren and students with disabilities. At the SEA level, agency-specific outcome data will assist ODE staff in
determining where additional technical assistance, training, and other resources are needed (and not needed),
thus providing more efficiency in the services provided to agencies.

Grant Number: H326X010028
Improving Results for Children with Disabilities: Developing a Data System to
Support CIMP at the State and Local Level

Project Director: Adams, Lois . Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Colorado Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203-1704 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 303-866-6694; Fax: 303-866-6811 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: Adams_1.(@cde.state.co.us E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will develop a data infrastructure and platform to be employed across all components of
the Parts B and C system. The project will support Colorado’s Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process
(CIMP) by: 1) enabling stakeholders to manipulate and access data, and 2) providing educators with results-
oriented information.

Method: The project will be conducted in three phases: 1) a data infrastructure steering committee will develop a
“data map” and determine data needs; 2) a technology work group will design and pilot a systemic data infra-
structure that will collect and analyze all data necessary for the CIMP; and 3) the work group will determine
how data can be utilized effectively by various constituent groups.

Products: This project will provide interested parties access to the most up-to-date local, state, and national data
for use in: planning programs at the infant/toddler, PreK-12, and university levels; designing recruitment and
retention programs; developing policies and procedures; and applying for state and federal grants. The project
will also support the State Improvement Plans for Special Education Parts B and C by collecting, analyzing,
sorting, and maintaining the data required for each goal and indicator. This project will ultimately permit users
to translate what they learn from the data analysis to classroom practice and interactions with students with and
without disabilities at all levels.

Grant Number: H326X010029
Maryland’s Part C and Part B Database Systems Enhancement Initiative.

Project Director: Baglin, Carol Anne Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Maryland State Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
200 West Baltimore St.

Baltimore, MD 21201 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 410-767-0238; Fax: 410-333-8165 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: cbaglin@msde.state.md.us E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov
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Purpose: Maryland’s Part C and Part B Database Systems Enhancement Initiative will begin a thoughtful
process to remedy deficiencies that currently exist in the Maryland State Department of Education’s database
systems for children with disabilities.

Method: The project will enhance a data system to support the needs of the continuous improvement monitoring
process (CIMP) at the state level, specifically focusing on the enhancement of the Part C and Part B data sys-
tems to provide results-oriented information on early intervention services in the natural environment, on special
education and related services in the least restrictive environment, and on the transition from Part C to Part B
services. This upgrade of procedures would be undertaken through the implementation of a series of strategies
and methods: 1) define the critical questions through research and stakeholder collaboration; 2) design a set of
data elements to link the two existing systems based on the analysis of the research and input from focus groups;
3) examine databases for compatibility to identify gaps and potential interfaces; 4) develop the data system and
follow-up pilot study analysis and management process and protocols; and 5) disseminate the refinement of
process and protocols. This initiative builds on the collaborative effort of divisions from the Maryland State
Department of Education and support from the Mid-South Regional Resource Center.

Products: The project will enhance the Part C and Part B data systems to inform CIMP and improve outcomes
for children with disabilities.

Grant Number: H326X010032
Improvement Planning in Hawaii

Project Director: Masui, Gail Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Hawaii Department of Education : Ending Date: 10/31/02
Special Education Section

PO Box 2360 : OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Honolulu, HI 96804 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 808-733-4838; Fax.: 808-733-4475 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: gail_masui@notes.k12.hi.us

Purpose:'This project is a statewide agency collaboration intended to develop a clear understanding of systemic
barriers to improved early intervention services and/or special education and related services in Hawaii, includ-
ing preliminary findings of non-compliance with IDEA and recommended program improvements. The project
will also develop strategies to address the identified systemic issues, create action plans to address these strate-

gies, and evaluate the effectiveness of the improvement planning process.

Method: State agencies will work to achieve project goals through activities determined by the respective agency
situations. Consultation with national leaders will assist the agencies in identifying research-based practices that
can address areas of weakness and lead to improved outcomes for children with disabilities and their families.
Throughout the project, activities will involve parents of children with disabilities, representatives of various
levels of authority within the agencies, and other key stakeholders.

Products: Through this project, Hawaii’s continuous improvement monitoring process will be enhanced and the
groundwork laid for effective implementation of well-designed improvement strategies. A data-driven process
will be created for stakeholders to understand the scope, causes, and context of areas in need of improvement;
data-based criteria will be determined that can yield strategies to effectively intervene in the areas in need of
improvement and result in action plans that address the barriers; and evidence will be gathered to support the
belief that implementation of action plans effectively caused changes in attitudes, interventions, or practices.
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Grant Number: H326X010033
Technical Assistance and Dissemination to Improve Services and Results for
Children with Disabilities in the Republic of Palau

Project Director: Moore, Caroline Beginning Date: 11/01/01
University of Oregon Ending Date: 10/31/02
Center on Human Development

Technical Assistance & Consult Srvcs, c/o Research Services & Admin OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Eugene, OR 97403-5219 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 541-346-0356; Fax: 541-346-5639 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: cimoore@oregon.uoregon.edu

Purpose: This project will use the resources of the Technical Assistance and Consulting Services at the
University of Oregon to meet the special education needs of students in the Republic of Palau, which faces geo-
graphic, economic, and personnel challenges in effectively implementing the self-assessment phase of OSEP’s
continuous improvement monitoring process.

Method: The project will use grant-based resources to develop a process for conducting self-assessment and to
provide onsite and offsite technical assistance to meet the following goals: form a project management team and
a steering committee of key stakeholders to oversee the self-assessment; create work teams to conduct the
assessment; create communications links to support its timely completion; and review results, prioritize needs,
and identify initial improvement strategies.

Products: Project results will provide a comprehensive picture of Palau’s current status with regard to implemen-
tation of IDEA and improving results for students with disabilities, and a wealth of information to inform sys-
tems change planning for the future of special education services in Palau.

—

Grant Number: H326X010035
Collaborative Project to Develop and Implement
a Program Effectiveness Evaluation

Project Director: Branon, Susan Beginning Date: 1/01/02
Arkansas Department of Education Ending Date: 12/31/02
Special Education

#4 Capitol Mall, Room 105C OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Little Rock, AR 72201-1021 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 501-682-4222; Fax: 501-682-4313 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: sbranon@arkedu.k12.ar.us

Purpose: This project will be a collaborative effort among state agencies to ensure compliance with IDEA
through the development and implementation of an improved and cohesive data analysis system to determine the
impact of special education and early intervention services.

Method: A one-year plan will be developed to assist in implementing a data system to support and improve
results in the following areas: analysis of current state systems for collecting and reporting data; implementation
of systematic program effectiveness evaluation to analyze the impact of early intervention, and special education
and related services; development of a method to measure the effectiveness of IEPs and IFSPs linked to
statewide general curriculum and appropriate ‘activities with parent, general education, and agency involvement;
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and implementation of personnel development activities to address the shared responsibility and accountability
among general and special educators, parents, and related services and other agency personnel for effective pro-
gram evaluation.

Products: The system developed by this project will help increase the availability of more valid and reliable data
to assist state agencies in determining results-oriented information about special education and early intervention
services for children and youth with disabilities and their families.

Grant Number: H326X010038
American Samoa’s IDEA General Supervision Enhancement Grant

Project Director: Moore, Caroline Beginning Date: 11/01/01
University of Oregon Ending Date: 10/31/02
1268 University of Oregon

Eugene, OR 97403-1268 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 541-346-0356; Fax: 541-346-5639 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: cjmoore@oregon.uoregon.edu E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: Like the United States, American Samoa must meet all requirements of IDEA 97, including federal
monitoring activities and the completion of a self-assessment. American Samoa faces many challenges in com-
plying with IDEA 97, including its geographic isolation, staff turnover, lack of effective data systems, and lin-
guistic and cultural differences. To address their needs, the Technical Assistance and Consulting Services at the
University of Oregon (TACS/UO) will develop for American Samoa a process to conduct a self-assessment and
'will develop a data system to support the needs of a Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process (CIMP) at the
state level.

Method: The TACS/UO will provide both onsite and offsite technical assistance in support of project objectives.
The American Samoa Department of Education (ASDOE) will conduct a self-assessment of implementation of
IDEA 97 and its impact on improving results for children and youth with disabilities, including identification of
improvement strategies. Project activities will include coordinating activities of ASDOE staff who are planning
the self-assessment, managing the self-assessment process, assisting in the collection and analysis of data, identi-
fying a set of improvement strategies to be submitted as part of the self-assessment, and developing the self-
assessment report,for submission to OSEP. The second goal of this project is to expand, enhance, and imple-
ment a Web-based data management system that provides results-oriented information about special education
and related services and will support the data reporting needs of the CIMP process.

Products: This project will provide a comprehensive picture of American Samoa’s current status with regard to
implementation of IDEA 97 and outcomes for students, and a comprehensive user-friendly data management
system to summarize and report on special education programs.

ra—

—
—
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Grant Number: H3é6X010039
Pennsylivania Dispute Resolution Skills Training Project

Project Director: Sullivan, Jane Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Pennsylvania Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
333 Market Street

Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 412-963-7528; Fax: 412-963-7623 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: jsullivan@state.pa.us E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: Pennsylvania, through its recent involvement in the U.S. Office of Special Education Program’s
Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process (CIMP), identified areas of improvement related to the dispute
resolution process. Recommendations were made in the Self-Assessment Report to train personnel, including
families and service providers, on informal dispute resolution strategies. The Pennsylvania Dispute Resolution
Skills Training Project seeks to use the information gathered from the CIMP, a pilot training project on dispute
resolution skills, and research-validated practices to develop a training project that will improve Pennsylvania’s
ability to ensure that families and their infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and children with disabilities have access
to early intervention Services and a Free Appropriate Public Education.

Method: The focus of the project will be to build dispute resolution skills in local service providers and parents
so that disputes can be resolved in a timely fashion at the local level before more formal approaches must be
used. The project will focus on building local capacity through the individualization of training materials to
meet local concerns and the use of a system of regional teams of trainers. This project will develop a cadre of
32 trainers who are skilled in dispute resolution and training strategies. The training cadre will include represen-
tatives from Pennsylvania’s Training and Technical Assistance Network, certified mediators, Parent Education
Network, and other advocacy organizations. Trainers will have expertise in special education and/or early inter-
vention programs. The training will target parents, advocates, school district personnel, early intervention
providers, intermediate unit staff, local interagency coordinating councils, and local task force members.

Products: The cadre of trainers will provide a six-hour skills-based training session to approximately 7,500 par-
ticipants. Participants will be presented with an advanced dispute resolution and mediation skills training that
will be designed to meet the unique concerns of Pennsylvania’s children with disabilities and their families.

Grant Number: H326X010042
Technical Assistance and Dissemination to Improve
Research for Children with Disabilities

Project Director: Hosia, Kanchi Beginning Date: 11/01/01
Marshall Islands Ministry of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
PO Box 3

Majuro, MH 96960 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 692-625-5262; Fax: 692-625-3861 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: spedmoe@ntamar.com E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will establish a statewide system to identify, disseminate, and implement research-based
promising practices and information about the education of children with disabilities, in order to ensure free
appropriate public education through improved instruction, service, and program implementation.
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Method: The project will establish a Marshall Islands Special Education Resource Center and additional on- and
off-island resources to collect, process, and disseminate information and knowledge on promising practices,
materials, and program procedures. It will train special education specialists and a cadre of special education
and regular education teachers and school administrators on a range of promising practices to serve as trainers
and on-island facilitators to support implementation of promising practices, and it will support various state
agencies with their roles in the continuous improvement monitoring process and ensure alignment with the
improvement planning process.

Products: The statewide technical assistance system developed by this project will help teachers and parents of
students with disabilities to secure information on promising intervention, instructional, and program practices
and services; provide information about research-based interventions and instructional practices; support the use
of promising instructional and service delivery approaches in local schools and agencies; serve as a conduit for
the dissemination of research-based information between educational agencies and national technical assistance
centers; and improve the efficacy of disseminating information.

Grant Number: H326X010043
Continuous Improvement Monitoring Plan to Implement a System of General
Supervision and Monitoring to Ensure That All Students Are Benefitting from
Enhanced Special Education Services

Project Director: Anderson, Bonnie Beginning Date: 11/01/01
New Mexico State Department of Education Ending Date: 10/31/02
Special Education Unit

300 Don Gaspar Street OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2786 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 505-827-6541; Fax: 505-827-6791 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: banderson@sde.state.nm.us

Purpose: This project will address statewide solutions and strategies to respond to continuing challenges to the
Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process, improve the state s participation in that process, and implement
effective focused monitoring strategies.

Method: The project will develop a formal interagency collaboration between the state’s departments of health
and education in order to build an infrastructure at the state and local levels for collecting results-oriented data
on early intervention transition. Expert technical assistance will be used to develop a system to collect and use
important data related to collaboration. Personnel, administrators, and consultants will be trained to understand
and use the enhanced data system and new processes.

Products: The project will strengthen state performance indicators and develop a system for feedback of state
data to local education agencies for their use in decision making and continuous local improvement. This will
be accomplished by revising and improving the local unit accreditation processes, establishing key performance
indicators based on results and improvements expected of districts in relation to focused monitoring concerns,
and incorporating common data in their annual plans for improvement. The project will also design procedures
for aligning administrative accountability for special education with local general school improvement by assist-
ing districts to appropriately include special education concerns in the improvement plans. The project will also
realign the state technical assistance structure to support continuous improvement.
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84.920T
Center to Promote the Access to and
Participation by Minority Institutions in
Discretionary Programs Authorized under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

Grant Number: H920T970006
The New Alliance Project: Center to Promote the Access to and Participation by
Minority Institutions in Discretionary Programs Authorized under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

Project Director: Smith, Deborah Deutsch : Beginning Date: 11/01/97
Vanderbilt University Ending Date: 10/31/02
Alliance Project

Peabody College, Box 160, 101 Hill Student Center OSEP Contact: Victoria Mims
Nashville, TN 37203 Voice: 202-205-8687
Voice: 615-343-5610; Fax: 615-343-5611 E-mail: victoria.mims@ed.gov

E-mail: d.smith@vanderbilt.edu
Website: http://www.alliance2k.org

Purpose: The New Alliance Project intends to address the increasing demand for and declining number of per-
sonnel from historically underrepresented ethnic groups for special education and related services. The project
will also address the enhancement of institutional and program quality at historically black colleges and univer-
sities (HBCUs) and other minority institutions (OMISs), including their access to external funding to support stu-
dents and their personnel preparation programs.

Method: A major thrust of the project will be to increase the success rate of special education and related servic-
es departments in acquiring grants for personnel preparation in special education and related services to meet the
demand for and capacity of qualified personnel from historically underrepresented ethnic groups. Project goals
include: collaboration and dissemination, grant acquisition, technical assistance for grant management and pro-

gram development, support for dissemination and replication of promising practices, and dissemination of data
about the project’s services and impact.

e —
———
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Contracts

Contract Number: ED98C0O0072
Federal Resource Center for Special Education

Project Director: Valdivieso, Carol Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Academy for Educational Development, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
1875 Connecticut Ave., N.W.

Washington, DC 20009 OSEP Contact: Marie Roane
Voice: 202-884-8215; Fax: 202-884-8443 Voice: 202-205-8451
E-mail: frc@aed.org E-mail: marie.roane@ed.gov

Website: http://www.dssc.org/frc

Purpose: The Academy for Educational Development (AED), in collaboration with its partner, the National
Association of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE), and a team of experts, will continue operating
the Federal Resource Center for Special Education (FRC). The project is committed to the task of informing
people about the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Amendments of 1997 (IDEA 97) in order to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. To achieve this, the project will strengthen the follow-
ing services: 1) coordination and collaboration; 2) knowledge dissemination and technical assistance; and 3)
research syntheses and reporting. AED will support new strategies for using technical assistance and informa-
tion for effective problem-solving and decision-making to achieve the following purposes: 1) to assist State
Education Agencies (SEAs) through the Regional Resource Centers (RRCs) and their partners with the process
of planning systemic change to improve the results of early intervention, education, and transition for children
with disabilities; 2) to promote systems change through a multi-State or regional framework; 3) to increase the
depth and utility of information in ongoing and emerging areas of need identified by the RRCs and SEAs; and 4)
to promote communication and information exchange among SEAs and their partners, based on the needs identi
fied.

Method: The project will carry out the following tasks in a fully integrated manner to create a framework for
FRC operations: 1) establish an Advisory Group; 2) synthesize and report the educational, related services, tran-
sitional, and early intervention needs identified by SEAs in State Program Improvement grant applications; 3)
develop and carry out a plan for systemic coordination and collaboration with existing Technical Assistancc and
Dissemination (TA&D) projects; 4) identify and disseminate effective systemic change strategies; 5) identify,
synthesize, and disseminate information on effective new TA&D strategies; 6) plan and conduct a meeting of
TA&D providers; and 7) develop a Performance Measurement System. The vision of this project includes an
active and efficient exchange between and among RRCs, specialized technical assistance networks, and general
education technical assistance providers. Through AED’s expanded and enhanced networks that reach beyond
special education to regular education and other government agencies, the FRC will function as a catalyst for
systems change by facilitating effective use of the OSEP-funded technical assistance and information network
by the States.

Products: The FRC will prepare a report of the educational, related services, transitional, and early intervention

needs identified by SEAs in State Program Improvement grant applications. It will also report on coordination
and collaboration activities involving existing Technical Assistance and Dissemination (TA&D) projects, with
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information on methods of TA&D available through each provider, the audiences that each TA&D provider
serves, and costs and availability of the TA&D. The FRC will produce these materials in written, electronic,
alternative media, and accessible formats as appropriate and will place them on the FRC’s Web site. Other prod-
ucts include an annual conference for TA&D providers, and a Web-based newsletter.

Contract Number: ED99C00026
OSEP-ERIC Special Project under
ERIC Clearinghouse on Disabilities and Gifted Education

Project Director: Peters-Johnson, Cassandra Beginning Date: 1/01/99
Council for Exceptional Children Ending Date: 12/31/03
1110 North Glebe Rd.

Arlington, VA 22201-5704 OSEP Contact: Doris Andres
Voice: 703-264-9465; Fax: 703-620-4334 Voice: 202-205-8125
E-mail: casspj@cec.sped.org E-mail: doris.andres@ed.gov

Website: http://ericec.org/osep-sp.htm

Purpose: The OSEP/ERIC Special Project has the goals of increasing the dissemination of research and improv-
ing the translation of research findings into products that are comprehensible and useful to practitioners. It aims
to promote communication and networking among researchers, so that they are aware of each other’s work and
can link their knowledge to other research knowledge to produce better, more usable, more valid research
results.

Method: The project will achieve these goals through three types of activities: 1) database development, which
involves maintenance and updating of the OSEP-wide database of information about funded projects; 2) infor-
mation analysis and product development, which involves development of products and services that “translate”
and disseminate research information to a variety of target audiences in a variety of formats and media; and 3)
conferences, which involves organizing conferences that provide professional development and networking
opportunities for OSEP-funded researchers and doctoral training grantees and that foster discussion of, and
inquiry into, emerging issues in special education. The project plays an important role in the implementation of
OSEP’s strategies for achieving the objectives and outcomes specified by the Government Performance and
Results Act for IDEA’s discretionary programs.

Products: The project’s product line includes print and electronic publications designed to spread word of
research projects in progress and to bring established research findings to bear on educational practice. Products
will include: “News Briefs” (a Web-based product), “Research Projects Directory” (a print and Web-based prod-
uct), “Research Connections” (a topical biannual research newsletter), “ERIC/OSEP Digests, and occasional
publications. Other project products include the database of funded projects, which is used to meet the informa-
tion needs of OSEP staff and OSEP grantees, and the annual conference for researchers and doctoral training
grantees.
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Contract Number: ED01C0O0112
Early Childhood Techrical Assistance Center

Project Director: Trohanis, Pat OSEP Contact: Peggy Cvach
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill Voice: 202-205-9807
137 East Franklin St., Suite 500 E-mail: peggy.cvach@ed.gov

Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Voice: (919) 962-7324
E-mail: Pat_Trohanis@unc.edu

Purpose: The purpose of the Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTAC) is to ensure that eligible
infants and toddlers with disabilities ages birth through 2 years and their families receive comprehensive, high
quality early intervention services and that young children with disabilities ages 3 through 5 receive a free
appropriate public education including special education and related services.

Method: This project is a collaboration between partner organizations including the Frank Porter Graham Child
Development Center at University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill; the Georgetown University Child
Development Center; the National Association of State Directrs of Special Education; the PACER Center; and
Zero to Three: the National Center for Infants, Toddlers, and Families. The mission is to strengthen state and
local systems to ensure that eligible young children and their families benefit from quality supports and services
that are culturally appropriate and family centered. To accomplish this mission, the project has these four goals:
1) promote collaborative partnerships among technical assistance systems and early childhood initiatives focused
on the common goal of improving and expanding services to young children with disabilities and their families;
2) support the collaborative development of strategic State Work Plans that articulate the issues and needs, iden-
tify existing strengths and resources, and develop strategies for building state and local system capacity to
improve services for young children with disabilities and their families; 3) determine and respond to critical
national issues (significant barriers to achieving the vision of IDEA) through generation and/or synthesis of
knowledge and facilitating the transfer of research to practice; and 4) coordinate and deliver technical assistance
to target audiences at national, state, and local levels to improve results for children with special needs and their
families.

Products: An integrative technical assistance system will be built that will be coordinated with many partners
who bring a wide array of knowledge, materials, and resources to the project.
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Contract Number: HS97016001
Center to Identify and Meet Technical Assistance
Needs of Elementary and Middle Schools

Project Director: Hamilton, James Beginning Date: 9/30/97
American Institutes for Research Ending Date: 9/29/02
1000 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW

Washington, DC 20007 OSEP Contact: Jane Hauser
Voice: 202-944-5300 Voice: 202-205-8126
E-mail: jhamilton@air.org E-mail: jane. hauser@ed.gov

Website: http://www.emstac.org

Purpose: The American Institutes for Research (AIR) proposes to establish a Center to Identify and Meet
Technical Assistance Needs of Elementary and Middle Schools that will engage in a series of activities designed
to develop a comprehensive national technical assistance model for elementary and middle schools.

Method: AIR activities are organized around nine primary objectives related to elementary-school and middle-
school-aged children with disabilities: 1) to articulate the most pressing needs and issues confronting school dis-
tricts in an era of systemic reform and change; 2) to select school districts to receive technical assistance in
improving educational outcomes for this student population; 3) to conduct an assessment of needs to identify the
needs and issues school districts face in improving educational outcomes; 4) to design a comprehensive, sys-
temic technical assistance approach, including strategies and guidelines to help school districts address their
most pressing needs and improve educational outcomes; 5) to collaborate with existing local, regional, state, and
national technical assistance providers and efforts; 6) to establish a resource bank; 7) to conduct a pilot test of
the technical assistance approach in school districts; 8) to evaluate the results of the pilot tests; and 9) to expand
the technical assistance approach to become more national in scope.

Products: The scope of the work done by AIR in establishing the Center is designed to lead to a replicable
model of national technical assistance for children with disabilities across the country. During the contract,
activities will be progressively scaled up to become more national in scope. A thorough assessment of the TA
strategies will enable AlR to design a comprehensive national model of technical assistance delivery.

———

Contract Number: HS97020001
Technical Assistance in Data Analysis, Evaluation, and Report Preparation

Project Director: Brauen, Marsha Beginning Date: 9/30/97
Westat, Inc. Ending Date: 9/29/02
1650 Research Boulevard

Room RA1210 OSEP Contact: Judith Holt
Rockville, MD 208503129 Voice: 202-358-3059
Voice: 301-738-3668; Fax: 301-294-4475 E-mail: judith.holt@ed.gov

E-mail: BRAUENM1@WESTAT.COM
Website: http://www.IDEADATA.ORG

Purpose: Westat and the National Association of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE) propose to
address the information needs of OSEP and the states stemming from the 1997 amendments to IDEA.
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Method: The two contracted organizations will assist OSEP in developing the capacity to collect and analyze
valid, reliable, and comparable data for reporting, program planning, and evaluation; conducting studies to ana-
lyze significant issues and trends in special education; assisting OSEP in providing guidance to state and local
educators on education reform issues such as assessment, accountability, indicators, and evaluations; assisting
states to build the capacity to collect valid, reliable, and comparable data; facilitating information exchanges
among federal, state, and local educators on common concerns and goals; and obtaining, organizing, and analyz-
ing information from multiple sources for reporting on progress in implementing IDEA, including the effective-
ness of state and local efforts to implement the act.

Products: Westat and NASDSE intend to provide the support OSEP and states will need to meet their new
responsibilities mandated by the reauthorization of IDEA, as well as OSEP’s responsibilities under the
Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA).
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84.029M and 84.328
Parent Training and Information Centers

Grant Number: H029M970002
Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Caplan, Elizabeth Beginning Date: 7/01/97
Oregon COPE Project, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
Coalition in Oregon for Parent Education

999 Locust St. NE OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Salem, OR 97302 Voice: 202-205-8688
Voice: 503-581-8156 E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

E-mail: orcope@open.org

Purpose: This project proposes to enhance special education in Oregon by educating and empowering parents of
children with disabilities to participate as equal partners in the educational processes affecting their children.
The project would address this goal through six models: training, support/networking, materials development,
public education, interagency collaboration, and information and referral. The central project office will contin-
ue to use parent consultants to provide workshops to parents, volunteers, and other professionals. A parent-to-
parent support network will be established, matching “veteran” parents with those of newly diagnosed children
with special needs. Project information will be disseminated by means of newsletters, conference presentations,
and expansion of networking, including electronic means.

Grant Number: H029M970003
Parent Training and Information Project

Project Director: Prescott, Nancy Beginning Date: 7/01/97
Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
338 Main Street

Niantic, CT 06357 . OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 860-739-3089; Fax: 860-739-7460 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: cpac@cpacinc.org E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.cpacinc.org

Purpose: The Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center project intends to build upon existing projects to enable par-
ents in Connecticut to participate more effectively with professionals in meeting the educational needs of their
infants, toddlers, children, and youth with disabilities. The project will increase its training and information serv-
ices for parents via workshops and individually, to include them more fully in the educational decision-making
processes for their children and in their children’s successful transitions from birth to adulthood.
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Grant Number: H029M970004
Parent to Parent Training Project

Project Director: DesJardins, Charlotte Beginning Date: 7/01/97
Family Resource Center on Disabilities Ending Date: 9/30/02
20 East Jackson Blvd. Rm 300

Chicago, IL 60604 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 312-939-3513 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: fredptiil@ameritech.net E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.ameritech.net/users/fredptiil/index.html

Purpose: The Family Resource Center on Disabilities works in the state of Illinois (particularly in the
Empowerment Zone of Chicago and in the Enterprise communities of Springfield and East St. Louis) to provide
information/referral/linkage, training sessions in house and at community locations, and a training program for
parents and other volunteers to become community trainers and advocates.

Method: The project provides consultation and technical assistance to participants as well as monitoring and
evaluation of trainer/training activities to assure quality training during and after the training period. It will
implement a special outreach program designed to reach minority populations and newborn, newly diagnosed
children with special needs.

Grant Number: H029M970005
Training Personnel for the Education of Individuals with Disabilities Program

Project Director: Eaddy, Mary S. Beginning Date: 6/01/97
Parents Reaching Out to Parents of South Carolina, Inc. (PRO-Parents) Ending Date: 9/30/02
652 Bush River Road, Suite 218

Columbia, SC 29210 OSEP Contact: Glinda Hill
Voice: 803-772-5688; Fax: 803-252-4513 Voice: 202-205-9145
E-mail: pro-parents@aol.com E-mail: glinda.hill@ed.gov

Website: http://www.midnet.sc.edu/proparentssc/

Purpose: Parents Reaching Out to Parents of South Carolina intends to strengthen and broaden current programs
of effective parent training and advocacy. The project will assist parents and other professionals in South
Carolina to better understand the nature and needs of children with disabilities and provide them follow-up sup-
port. It will train parents to communicate more effectively with special and regular educators, related services
personnel, and other professionals, and it will assist parents in participating fully in the educational decision-
making processes, including the development of the individualized education program. Parents will learn about
the range of options, programs, services, and resources available at all levels for children with disabilities and
their families. The project will also assist parents in understanding the provisions for educating children with
disabilities under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
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Grant Number: H029M970006

PATH Project
Project Director: Meyer, Janice S. Beginning Date: 7/01/97
Partners Resource Network, Inc. » Ending Date: 9/30/02
1090 Longfellow Dr., Suite B
Beaumont, TX 77706 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 409-898-4684 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: TXPRN@juno.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.partnerstx.org

Purpose: The proposed project is designed as a continuation and expansion of the PATH Project, a statewide
parent training and information center in Texas for children of all ages with disabilities. The overall purpose is to
assist parents to better understand their children’s disabilities and to more effectively fulfill their roles and
responsibilities.

Method: Parent empowerment and leadership development will be key elements in the project’s work with par-
ents. Training and education will be provided, as will information, referral, and technical assistance, and a
statewide conference will be held. The project will also facilitate the activities of 20 regional coalitions and an
advisory committee and will provide financial and technical assistance to minority parent support groups in
Enterprise Communities and Empowerment Zones.

Grant Number: HO29M970007
Parents Let’s Unite for Kids

Project Director: Moore, Dennis Beginning Date: 9/01/97
Parents Let’s Unite for Kids Ending Date: 9/30/02
516 North 32nd Street

Billings, MT 59101 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 406-255-0540 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: plukinfo@pluk.org E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Website: http://www.pluk.org

Purpose: This project intends to provide parents of children with disabilities with information about their rights
and to offer training in communication and other skills to help them participate more effectively with school per-
sonnel in developing Individualized Education Programs. It will develop new methods for conveying informa-
tion to parents, including videos for home use.

Method: The project will present training workshops on special education law, terminology, and techniques;
transition planning; and best practices for inclusive education. Special emphasis will be placed on conflict reso-
lution techniques to resolve special education disputes. Outreach specialists will inform previously unserved or
underserved families, particularly families in rural locations and on Montana’s seven Indian reservations. The
project will train and support volunteers on the reservations and in Montana’s five service regions using the
trainer-of-trainers model.
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Grant Number: H029M970010
Families Together Inc.

Project Director: Zienkewicz, Connie Beginning Date: 9/01/97
Families Together Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
3340 W Douglas, Suite 102

Wichita, KS 67203 OSEP Contact: Peggy Cvach
Voice: 316-945-7747 Voice: 202-205-9807
E-mail: fmin@southwind.net E-mail: peggy.cvach@ed.gov

Website: http://www.familiestogetherinc.com/index.html

Purpose: The centers set up under Families Together offer parent assistance in various facets of disabilities,
from questions about rights to referrals to support systems. Parent Networking Conferences provide the opportu-
nity for parents to know other parents and gain information regarding appropriate services for their child from
preschool through transition to the workplace.

Method: In addition to continuing the services mentioned above, Families Together will provide workshop train-
ing to parents across Kansas and increase the number of workshops offered. Workshop topics include: early
childhood services, preschool options, school age-services, transition to the workplace, and understanding and
accessing state and federal financial aid programs.

Grant Number: HO29M970012

Project Adobe
Project Director: Van Curen, Sallie A. Beginning Date: 8/08/97
Parents Reaching Out to Help Ending Date: 9/30/02
1000 A Main Street, N.W.
Los Lunas, NM 87031 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 505-865-3700 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: nmproth@aol.com E-mail: jan harlow@ed.gov

Website: http://www.parentsreachingout.org

Purpose: Project Adobe is a statewide parent training and information project crossing geographic, cultural, eth-
nic, age, and diagnostic boundaries. The project intends to expand its network of community-based advocates to
assist local families in negotiating the educational system. It provides technical assistance and support to advo-
cates, families, and educators — individually and through conferences and workshops. The goals of Project
Adobe focus on the whole child wit_hin the context of his or her family.

——
— — —a p— ——
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Grant Number: HO29M970016
Support for Families of Children with Disabilities
Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Duenas, Juno Beginning Date: 9/01/97
Support for Families of Children with Disabilities Ending Date: 9/30/02
2601 Mission St., Suite 804

San Francisco, CA 94110 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 415-282-7494 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: sfcdmiss@aol.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: The project, a parent training and information center, will enable parents of children with disabilities to
increase their knowledge about their child’s disability, to better communicate with professionals, and to partici-
pate directly in the educational decision-making process for their children.

Method: The project will provide information and resources through its multilingual library, information packets,
resource guides, and newsletter. It will provide training to parents through multilingual workshops on issues
such as Individualized Education Programs and communicating with professionals. Volunteers will be trained to
become parent mentors and continue the support services of the project. Individualized guidance will also be
providii_ by a community resource parent.

—

Grant Number: H029M970018
Parents Training Parents

Project Director: Pratt, Sue; Strong, Patrick Beginning Date: 7/01/97
Citizens Alliance to Uphold Special Education Ending Date: 9/30/02
3303 West Saginaw, Suite F-1

Lansing, MI 48917-2303 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 517-886-9167 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: info-cause@voyager.net E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.causeonline.org/

Purpose: The Citizens Alliance to Uphold Special Education (CAUSE) is a coalition of organizations that repre-
sent consumers of special education services. CAUSE provides information and training to parents of children
with disabilities across the state of Michigan. CAUSE provides several kinds of parent workshops that give
basic information about rights and responsibilities, communication skills, IEP participation, an overview of
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and transition rights. It also presents more in-depth workshops on parent
and professional collaboration and effective transition plans, and it provides training for parents who want to
work with and for other parents. CAUSE staff and volunteer parent trainers provide information and technical
assistance to families and professionals over the phone, and staff and invited experts provide the volunteer train-
ers with two training weekends to improve their skills. The project will disseminate information about programs
for children with disabilities and project services across the state to parents, professionals, and others by a vari-
ety of techniques. ' '
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Grant Number: H029M970020
Project SPAN: Empowering Families and Building Bridges

Project Director: Autin, Diana MTK Beginning Date: 6/01/97
Statewide Parent Advocacy Network, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
35 Halsey Street

Newark, NJ 07102 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 973-642-8100 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: span@spannj.org E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.spannj.org

Purpose: The project will continue and expand on the existing New Jersey statewide Parent Training and
Information Center to develop parents’ skills and to form collaborative relationships between parents and profes-
sionals to secure appropriate services for children with disabilities. Parents will learn about the full range of
services and resources available and will leamn to participate fully in the educational decision-making process for
their children. The project will provide training, information, and technical assistance and support to families in
New Jersey, with a focus on traditionally underserved families of color and those whose first language is other
than English. It will also assist professionals in gaining the skills and knowledge to work collaboratively and
effectively with families.

Grant Number: HO29M970024
Parent Training and Information Project of the Utah Parent Center

Praject Director: Post, Helen W.; Gibson, Jennie Beginning Date: 8/01/97
Doorways Alliance Utah Parent Center Ending Date: 9/30/02
2290 East 4500 South #110

Salt Lake City, UT 84117 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 801-272-1051; Fax: 801-272-8907 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: helenpo@utahparentcenter.org E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Website: http://www.utahparentcenter.org

Purpose: The Utah Parent Center utilizes a parent-to-parent model designed to address the various needs of par-
ents of children with disabilities. The project will: conduct training workshops and conferences; provide individ-
ual training, referral, and support by telephone, mail, or in person; conduct orientation and outreach activities;
and establish collaboration, coordination, and communication with agencies and organizations targeted to par-
ents and professionals in order to serve families and children with disabilities. Through the project, parents will
better understand the nature and needs of their children; be able to provide follow-up support for the educational
programs of their children; communicate more effectively with educators, administrators, related services per-
sonnel, and other professionals; participate fully in the decision-making processes; and obtain information about
the range of options, programs, services, and resources available at all levels for their children.

————
—— o — m—
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Grant Number: H029M970038
Absolute Priority: Parent Training and Information Centers

Project Director: Stovall, Wanda; Semrau, Barbara Beginning Date: 7/01/97
Arkansas Disability Coalition Ending Date: 9/30/02
1123 South University, Suite 225

Little Rock, AR 72204 OSEP Contact: Glinda Hill
Voice: 501-614-7020 Voice: 202-205-9145
E-mail: adc@alltel.net E-mail: glinda.hill@ed.gov

Website: http://www.adcpti.org

Purpose: This project intends to continue and expand the activities of the Arkansas Parent Training and
Information Centers to assist parents in participating actively in their children’s educations.

Method: Using technology and outreach services, the project will inform parents and individuals with disabilities
about their range of options for early intervention, transition, and educational services, and the programs and
resources available at the state and national levels. Training and dissemination of information will occur at each
of the three main parent centers and at an annual conference.

Grant Number: HO29M970039
Parent Training and Information Center

"Project Director: Hinojosa, Yvette Beginning Date: 9/01/97

Texas Fiesta Educativa Ending Date: 9/30/02
1017 N. Main Ave., Suite 207

San Antonio, TX 78212 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 210-222-2637 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: poder@world-net.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.tfepoder.org

Purpose: This project will improve and expand an ongoing parent training and information center in Texas.
Through the developrnent and adaptation of training materials, workshops, and an annual conference, the project
will meet its goals: to further the development of a support network for Hispanic families and their children with
disabilities; to increase self-advocacy measures; to improve communication and cooperation between Hispanic
families and service providers; to enhance the decision-making abilities of Hispanic parents; and to build collab-
orative partnerships with various disability groups.

s —
— —

Grant Number: H029M970040
Parent Training Information Center

Project Director: Heizman, Cathy W. Beginning Date: 7/01/97
Child Advocacy Center : Ending Date: 9/30/02
1821 Summit Rd, Suite 303

Cincinnati, OH 45237 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 513-821-2400 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: CADCenter@aol.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov
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Purpose: This project, the Child Advocacy Center, is a training and information center for parents of children
with special education needs, serving the Cincinnati, Ohio area since 1977. The project intends to continue its
services, including training parents in their rights and responsibilities, conducting community outreach activities,
producing a newsletter, providing personal assistance to individuals attempting to access the educational system
or provide appropriate services to children and youth with disabilities, and acting as a community resource in
helping to mold public policy by advocating for them at the regional and state levels.

Grant Number: H029M970041
Latino Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Rodriguez-Sullivan, Maria E. Beginning Date: 9/01/97
National Center for Latinos with Disabilities, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
1921 South Blue Island Ave.

Chicago, IL 60608-3014 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 312-666-3393; Fax: 312-666-1787 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: ncld@ncld.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.ncld.com

Purpose: The project seeks to continue the work of the National Center for Latinos with Disabilities (NCLD),
the only consumer-based advocacy organization and culturally and linguistically appropriate training center for
Latinos with disabilities and their families in the state of Illinois.

Method: The NCLD will assist Latino persons with disabilities and their families in promoting equal participa-
tion for them in society and in educational environments in an independent, self-sufficient, and meaningful man-
ner. The Center will empower this population not only through the training offered at the center in Chicago but
by building and coordinating a statewide program of workshops for Latino communities.

Grant Number: HO29M970044
Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Burley, Margaret M. Beginning Date: 7/16/97
Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities Ending Date: 9/30/02
165 W. Center Street, #302

Marion, OH 43302 ' OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 740-382-5452 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: ocecd@edu.gte.net E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: The Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities proposes to provide parent informa-
tion and training services for parents and families of infants, toddlers, children, and young adults with disabili-
ties throughout Ohio; to inform professionals who serve these parents; and to promote awareness of disability
issues in the general public. It will disseminate information via a newsletter and press releases to other print
media and through its outreach services. It will provide statewide training to parents by means of annual work-
shops. It will offer both inservice and preservice sessions for professional and parent/educator partnership train-
ing. Finally, it will recruit resource and training leaders from diverse parent organizations across the state and
train leaders to provide continuing assistance.
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Grant Number: H029M970046
Parents Educating Parents

Project Director: Bomar, LaVerne Beginning Date: 7/01/97
Parents Educating Parents, PEPP, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
6613 East Church St., #100

Douglasville, GA 30134 OSEP Contact: Glinda Hill
Voice: 770-577-7771 _ Voice: 202-205-9145
E-mail: PEPPAC@bellsouth.net E-mail: glinda hill@ed.gov

Purpose: The Parents Educating Parents Project intends to continue its goal of training parents to better meet the
needs of their children who have disabilities and to expand to keep pace with changing laws, families’ needs,
and an ever-changing society. Services include workshops, individual assistance with educational problems,
information and referral, newsletters, lending libraries, parent-to-parent support, and other information.

Method: The project intends to strengthen the collaborative roles among parents of children with disabilities in
the Georgia education system,; it will assist these parents and professionals in communicating and participating
fully in the educational process. It will do this by formulating training materials to be distributed by mail or in
workshops and conferences which respond to specific parent needs. It will improve services to hard-to-reach
areas by establishing community outreach centers and it will create materials and develop workshops to address
concemns for violence and abuse in schools relating to children with emotional and behavioral disabilities.

Grant Number: H328M980018
Family T.I.LE.S Network, A Parent Training and Information Center, A Family,
Individuals With Disabilities and Minority Driven Organization That Provides
Information, Training, Technical Assistance, Advocacy and Ongoing Support

Project Director: Saines, Carol Beginning Date: 10/01/98

Family T. I. E. S. Network Ending Date: 9/30/02
830 South Spring Street

Springfield, IL 62704 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 217-544-5809 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: ftiesn@aol.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: The project is a unique collaboration among parents, consumers, advocates, and professionals con-
cemned with improving the education of students with disabilities in the State of Illinois. The mission of the
project is “ to create systems change through a comprehensive and culturally competent statewide system of par-
ent empowerment, training, and support that will focus on individual families’ roles in accomplishing that
change; to build upon and strengthen the current efforts of parents and people with disabilities in every region of
the state; and to build strength to accomplish statewide systems change through a broad coalition of parents,
people with disabilities and professionals representative of every cultural, socioeconomic and disability group in
Ilinois.”

Method: The project aims to improve the educational opportunities of student with disabilities across the state of
Illinois by achieving the following vision and goals: 1) Parents and families of children of all ages, disabilities,
and cultures across the state of Illinois will have access to a comprehensive, well-coordinated system (including
early intervention and education) that will provide them with state-of-the-art information and training (on their
children’s rights under the IDEA, student school records, the ADA, Section 504, and other state and federal
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laws) that is relevant to their children’s needs. Parents will have access to a system that will provide culturally
competent and accessible advocacy which will increase their own ability to work within the system and provide
readily available support and placements and services. 3) Parents and school districts will work together to
design services and support for students with disabilities using state-of-the-art technical assistance, curricular
adaptations and supports. 4) Parents of children with disabilities who are members of underserved and unserved
groups must have access to a systemic coordinated statewide effort to provide outreach to increase their partici-
pation in the decision making processes (including the development of effective IEPs/IFSPs) that impact the
lives of their children. Additional goals of the project are to establish formal methods of communication and net-
working throughout the state of Illinois, including communication among the State Support Center, the Regional
Support Centers, parents and families of infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities, and other agen-
cies, groups, individuals, clearinghouses, and coalitions concerned with children with disabilities. Leadership
development and technical assistance to the Regional Support Centers will be provided by the project including
but not limited to conducting regional assessments and subsequent regional long range plans to enhance the abil-
ity of the system to reach and provide support to underserved and unserved parents of children with disabilities.

Grant Number: H328M980043
Parent Training and Information

Project Director: Rowell, Deborah Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Exceptional Family Support, Education, and Ending Date: 9/30/02
Advocacy Center of Northern California, Inc. '

6402 Skyway

Paradise, CA 95969 ‘ OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 530-876-8321 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: sea@sunset.net E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website. http://www.sea-center.org

Purpose: This parent training and information program will assist families of school-aged children with disabili-
ties living in nine far northern counties of California to understand their child’s disability, participate in decision-
making processes, communicate effectively, and understand provisions of IDEA for educating their children.

Method: The purposes of this project will be accomplished by: expanding and improving current systems for
supporting and educating parents of children with disabilities; improving parents’ access to information about
their child’s disability; providing opportunities for locally based training on a regularly scheduled basis; focusing
training on resources, communication, and special education laws and provisions; and offering support to fami-
lies, particularly those living in remote, rural areas. The expected impact of this project is dramatic improvement
of the system of educating and supporting parents of children aged 3 to 22; availability of services to families in
rural underserved areas; and increased collaboration among parents, schools, agencies, and organizations. Each
year, 36 parent training sessions will be conducted, with 432 parents participating; 99 parent groups will meet; 3
resource fairs will take place; and 150 “new” parents will be contacted by trained parents. Each county will
build a locally based lending library of books, videos, and periodicals.
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Grant Number: H328M990001
Parent Training and Information Center of lowa

Project Director: Reynolds, Jule Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Access for Special Kids Ending Date: 9/30/03
321 East Sixth Street

Des Moines, 1A 50309-1903 OSEP Contact: Peggy Cvach
Voice: 515-243-1713; Fax: 515-243-1902 Voice.: 202-205-9807
E-mail: PTIlowa@AOL.com E-mail: peggy.cvach@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will build awareness among parents of children with disabilities and those who work with
them and will enhance the ability of parents to participate in decision making to ensure that their children with
disabilities receive appropriate early intervention and educational services in the least restrictive environment. It
will work to increase knowledge and educational problem solving skills of individual parents through one-to-one
information, referral, and family support activities.

Method: The Parent Training and Information Center of Iowa will partner with Hispanic Educational Resources
for assistance with culturally competent outreach to Latino and other ethnic minority families in rural/urban
areas across the state. Parents of infants, toddlers, and children with the full range of disabilities will be served.
Project activities will be oriented to reaching culturally diverse, low-income, and other underserved families.
Project activities will include: workshops on the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for a total
of 540 professionals and parents over the project’s four years, particularly parents in rural and other underserved
areas of the state; a train-the-trainer program for 30 emerging parent leaders in rural/urban communities; a surro-
.gate parent training program; individualized information and referral to 500 parents and professionals annually;
and technical assistance on parent concerns to key parent leaders and groups involved in early intervention and
special education services.

Products: The project plans to publish a newsletter for 1,500 readers; maintain a World Wide Web site with links
to state and national information sources; provide public awareness presentations; and disseminate IDEA publi-
cations and audiovisual materials in multiple languages to parents and groups serving families of children with
disabilities.

Grant Number: H328M990002
Scuth Dakota Parent Connection, Inc. Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Peterson, Beverly Beginning Date: 10/01/99
South Dakota Parent Connection, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
3701 West 49th Street, Suite 200B

Sioux Falls, SD 57106-4209 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 605-361-3171; Fax. 605-361-2928 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: lynnbf@sdparent.org E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Website: http://www.sdparent.org

Purpose: This project is the state’s only parent training and information center. It provides training, information,
and links to services to meet the needs of parents, families, and individuals with disabilities, and it is committed
to building local capacity.

Method: The project will implement the following six goals: 1) provide training and information statewide to
meet the needs of parents and families of individuals with disabilities; 2) provide culturally competent training
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and information statewide to meet the needs of Native American parents and families of individuals with disabil-
ities; 3) identify the needs of additional underserved populations; 4) provide information related to specific
underserved populations; 5) build capacity to meet the needs of parents and families of individuals with disabili-
ties to connect locally with training, information, services, advocacy, dispute resolution, and other parents; and
6) respond to the changing training and information needs of parents, families and individuals with disabilities.
Key activities will include statewide training and information, establishing an advisory council, continuing to
build collaborative relationships, and linking parents to each other locally.

Products: Outcomes will be increased local access to training and information; greater awareness of services
available; development of parent mentors who can immediately provide support; and the statewide system of
training, information, and services involving parents, professionals, agencies, and organizations.

Grant Number: H328M990005
PACER Center’s Parents Training Parents

Prgject Director: Goldberg, Paula F. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
PACER Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
8161 Normandale Blvd.

Minneapolis, MN 55437-1044 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 952-838-9000; Fax: 952-838-0190 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: pgoldberg@pacer.org E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.pacer.org

Purpose: Through this parent training project, PACER Center will implement six levels of service to reflect the
IDEA 1997 emphasis on improved outcomes for students with disabilities: individual information and assistance;
basic and specialized training; training and assistance to underrepresented parents; local capacity building; infor-
mation/dissemination; and networking and parent/professional collaboration.

Method: Information and assistance will be provided statewide to 6,500 to 7,500 parents and professionals by
phone, mail, e-mail, or in person. Seven to ten basic workshops on IDEA 1997 will be presented annually for
275 to 375 people and 15 to 20 larger, specialized workshops will be given on specific topics or for specific
groups. Existing services will be expanded to include more African-American, Southeast Asian, American
Indian, Hispanic, and low-income parents in all levels of service. PACER’s multicultural staff will meet with
leaders of diverse groups in the community, present six to eight workshops per year for 40 to 50 parents, and
provide information and individual assistance to 100 parents and others through phone, mail, and individual vis-
its. The PACER World Wide web site will be accessible to readers in Hmong and Spanish. Two additional
regional centers will be established during the four years of this project.

Products: Resource handouts will be written on topics such as educational options, attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder, positive behavior interventions, transition, self-advocacy, and accommodations. Articles on some of
these topics will also appear in the PACESETTER Newsletter. Innovative training formats will include written
materials in several languages; a World Wide Web site chat-line on specific special education topics; a CD ROM
presentation on IDEA; and videotapes and audiotapes on subjects such as positive behavior intervention, extend-
ed school year, and inclusion. A new workshop, Cross-Cultural Communication, will be developed and given for
50 professionals and parents. A new outreach to the Somali population will be developed. PACER will reach
100,000 members of the general public annually through use of radio and cable TV linkages, including those
with broad appeal in the Hmong and Spanish communities. .

———
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Grant Number: H328M990008
Indiana Parent Training Program

Project Director: Alderton, Judith Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Indiana Resource Center for Families with Special Needs, Inc. ' Ending Date: 9/30/03
IN*SOURCE

809 North Michigan Street OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
South Bend, IN 46601-1036 Voice: 202-205-5045
Voice: 219-234-7101; Fax: 219-234-7279 E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

E-mail: aldert@speced.doe.state.in.us
Website: hitp://www.insource.org

Purpose.: The goals of this project are to increase parents’ knowledge and skills in order to: 1) better understand
the nature of their children’s disabilities and their educational and developmental needs; 2) communicate effec-
tively with personnel responsible for providing special education, early intervention, and related services; 3)
understand the provisions for the education and early intervention services for infants, toddlers, children, and
young adults with disabilities under IDEA; 4) obtain appropriate information about the range of options, pro-
grams, services, and resources available; 5) participate in school reform activities to ensure the quality of those
services; and 6) participate fully in the decision-making processes and the development of individualized educa-
tion programs (IEPs) and individualized family service plans (IFSPs).

Method: This project will utilize a parent-to-parent training model to accomplish the following objectives: 1)
manage and coordinate the provision of individual training and assistance to 9,000 parents throughout Indiana
each year; 2) conduct annually a minimum of 50 workshops and presentations, using various formats, to train
approximately 1,300 new parents each year in topics such as early intervention services, financial case manage-
ment, transition from Part C to Part B services, basic rights, communication, procedural safeguards under Part C
and Part B, surrogate parenting, and transition from Part B to adult life; 3) train 50 new Regional Parent
Resources (RPRs); 4) contact current network of 302 RPRs four times annually for ongoing assistance and pro-
vide two annual inservice training opportunities for them; and 5) conduct targeted outreach activities and pro-
vide training and information to parents of infants, toddlers, and children with a full range of disabilities, partic-
ularly underserved parents residing in urban and rural areas of Indiana.

Products: This project will train an annual minimum of 10,350 parents of infants, toddlers, children, and young
adults with disabilities. The project will produce an expanded, more effective network of trained parents who
understand the educational and development needs of their children and the provision of IDEA, know how to
access community programs and resources, and participate in the development of IEPs/IFSPs and school reform
activities in Indiana.

Grant Number: H328M990009
Advocates for Justice and Education Parent Training and Information Centers

Project Director: West, Bethann Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Advocates for Justice and Education, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
2041 Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave. SE

Suite 301 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Washington, DC 20020-7024 Voice: 202-205-9161
Voice: 202-678-8060; Fax: 202-678-8062 E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

E-mail: information@aje-dc.org
Website: http://www.aje.qpg.com
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Purpose: This project will assist families who request services, with a focus on underserved and unserved
minority parent empowerment, and will use a parent-driven, community-oriented, collaboration-building
approach to conduct the following activities: 1) provide a major centralizing resource within the city for the pro-
vision of training, information, assistance, support, and referral services to parents of children and youth with
disabilities and the professionals assisting them; 2) promote, as opposed to creating, the many collaboratives for
parents, professionals, and community advocates to increase D.C.’s compliance with IDEA and other federal and
local laws; and 3) enhance the capacity of the District’s early intervention, special education, vocational rehabili-
tation, and related services systems to provide quality assistance and support to parents and families of children
with disabilities.

Method: Focusing on parents of children with disabilities in three district empowerment zones/enterprise com-
munities, the project will expand the central office’s capacity to: 1) provide general information dissemination,
resource acquisition, and specific technical assistance; 2) implement community outreach and public awareness
campaigns; and 3) engage children with disabilities, parents, and professionals in partnerships. The project will
establish Parent Qutreach Offices (P.0.0.), engage in aggressive resource development, and create additional
program components with the assistance and direction of parents of children and youth with disabilities, profes-
sional service providers, community advocates, and community-based organizations.

Products: Through this project, approximately 9,800 parents will increase their knowledge of: (1) their children’s
disabilities and development and educational strengths and needs; 2) the range of options, programs and related
services, and resources available to assist them; and 3) the principles, provisions, and safeguards of IDEA and
related federal, state, and local laws. An estimated 5,000 parents, service providers, and D.C. Public School per-
sonnel will participate in training sessions that will give them knowledge necessary to assist parents; to effectively
communicate, plan, and implement on behalf of children with disabilities; and to increase their effectiveness in
the design, delivery, and monitoring of services provided to parents with children with disabilities.

Grant Number: H328M990010
Project PEP — Parents as Education Partners

Project Director: Aghazadian, Marie-Anne Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Parent Information Center of Delaware, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
700 Barksdale Road, Suite 16

Newark, DE 19711-3276 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 302-366-0152; Fax: 302-366-0276 . Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: PEP700@aol.com E-mail: jan harlow@ed.gov

Website: http://www.picofdel.org

Purpose: This project will provide parent training and information services to families and educators of
Delaware children with a full range of disabilities, through family information and training activities and family
and professional collaboration activities.

Method: About 1,500 parents and professionals and 120 students will be trained annually via combined
statewide activities of 48 to 52 workshops, 36 to 45 presentations, and three conferences. Individualized infor-
mation, training, and problem solving skills will be provided to 1,200 parents and professionals annually
throughout the state. The project will inform and train 10,000 parents and professionals via related activities of
information dissemination; and through local and statewide collaboration, it will create opportunities for parent
input and participation in all services relating to children with disabilities. It will also establish a mechanism for
the ongoing and petiodic evaluation of Project PEP strategies and outcomes. There will be an intense effort to
reach traditionally underserved families, including families of children requiring transition services, families of
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children with undiagnosed or misdiagnosed disabilities, families of infants and toddlers with disabilities, and
families of diverse racial and cultural backgrounds.

Products. Products will include a newsletter, a training manual, fact sheets, topical information packets, aware-
ness mailings and presentations, an interactive World Wide Web site, a resource library, public service announce-
ments, talk shows, and a billboard.

———
———

. Grant Number: H328M990012
Illinois Parent Training and Assistance Project

Project Director: Moore, Donald R.; Davenport, Sue Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Designs for Change Ending Date: 9/30/02
29 East Madison, Suite 950 P

Chicago, IL 60602-4800 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 312-236-7252 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: dfcl@aol.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.designsforchange.org

Purpose: This project will provide training and assistance to Illinois parents of children with disabilities, with a
special emphasis on assisting low-income and minority parents from Chicago and 88 other Illinois school dis-
tricts that enroll more than 1,000 minority students. The key objectives of the project are to help parents in the
project’s target districts form strong independent groups, to train key parent leaders of these groups to train and
advise other parents, to assist parents to build networks for support and collaboration, and to work with parents
to press for changes in policies and practices that affect large numbers of minority and low-income children with
disabilities.

Method: The project will provide assistance to 1,960 individuals each year, via the following activities: 1)
through 23 sustained on-site assistance efforts in the project’s priority school districts, 390 individuals will
receive training and assistance, 35 group leaders will receive special additional training, and 450 other parents
will receive assistance from the leaders whom the project has trained; 2) 470 individuals associated with 68
groups in their priority school districts will receive problem-focused on-site assistance (one to five person days)
and 500 individuals will receive short-term assistance and advice; and 4) each group receiving sustained on-site
assistance will pursue a systemic issue in their school district to improve the quality of education for children
with disabilities, and these groups will collectively pursue at least one systemic state-wide issue.

Products: The project will carry out the activities described above and will collaborate with the other three par-
ent training and information centers in Illinois, with concerned educators, and with other local, state, regional,
and national groups to ensure quality education for children with disabilities.
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Grant Number: H328M990014
Statewide Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Leeper, Lynne S. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Washington Parents Are Vital in Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
6316 South 12th Street

Tacoma, WA 98465-1900 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 253-565-2266; Fax: 253-566-8052 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: wapave9@washingtonpave.com E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Website: http://www.washingtonpave.com

Purpose: This project will provide information and training for parents of children (birth through adult services)
with disabilities, the children themselves, and professionals throughout Washington State. The information and
training provided through this project will build partnerships to implement a collaborative decision-making
process among parents, students, school districts, and other professionals in formulating the student’s special
education program.

Method: The project will take the following comprehensive three-pronged approach. First, it will continue to
use a train the trainer’s model to support community liaisons, who are primarily parents who volunteer to help
other parents and students in their community secure appropriate special education services. Second, in
response to many requests, PAVE will help develop and support chapters throughout Washington State. The
chapters will allow parents and students to come together for peer support, to share information and provide a
central point for education and training opportunities. Chapters will provide opportunities for families to
increase leadership skills as they work in partnership with education professionals on issues within their commu-
nities. Third, PAVE will increase its capacity to serve families by maximizing the use of technology.

Products: PAVE will assist families one-to-one via e-mail and will host chat room opportunities on topics of spe-
cial interest on a monthly basis. The project will continue to provide workshops which will include information
on mandates of IDEA and other pertinent legislation. PAVE will also present local workshops and one statewide
conference each year to give families and professionals access to information on various topics of current inter-
est, such as inclusion, school reform, transition to adult services, and natural environmeris. _

Grant Number: H328M990016
Building Capacity through Partnerships

Project Director: Takemoto, Cherie Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center Ending Date: 9/30/03
6320 Augusta Drive, Suite 1200

Springfield, VA 22150-2503 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 703-923-0010; Fax.: 703-923-0030 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-majl: partners@peatc.org E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Website: http://www.peatc.org
Purpose: This project will build family, professional, state, and community capacity to improve outcomes for stu-

dents with disabilities. The project will work with state and community leaders to find solutions that will increase
access to appropriate services for children in the juvenile justice, foster care, and early intervention systems.
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Method: This goal will be accomplished through the following: 1) information and assistance to help families,
professionals, and self-advocates understand their power to make IDEA work for students with disabilities;

2) training opportunities to help families, self advocates, and professionals apply what they learn to improve out-
comes for students; 3) special education coaches who can help families and students effectively advocate for
themselves in the special education process; and 4) increased statewide and community capacity to make servic-
es more responsive to the needs and possibilities for children with disabilities. Coaches will model and transfer
skills in planning, problem-solving, conflict avoidance, communication, and facilitation so that families and stu-
dents can become successful advocates who can build partnerships with schools that lead to success for students.

Products: Individual assistance will be delivered through the toll-free telephone, World Wide Web site, e-mail
response, mailings, fact sheets, the “PEATC Press,” and through direct assistance. Workshops and high-tech and
low-tech distance learning opportunities will be provided, including self-study guides, audiotapes, online cours-
es, collaborative regional conferences, and training for trainers.

Grant Number: H328M990017
Parent Partners

Project Director: Burton, Terry C. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Arc of Mississippi Ending Date: 9/30/03
7 Lakeland Circle, Suite 600

Jackson, MS 39206 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 601-982-1988 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: tburton@parentpartners.org E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: The primary goal of Parent Partners is to assist the parents of children with disabilities to participate
more fully and effectively with professionals in meeting the educational needs of their children.

Method: This goal will be accomplished through the following objectives: 1) to provide information and techni-
cal assistance relevant to children and youth with disabilities, students with disabilities, their parents, and other
interested parties; 2) to provide training and information for parents and professionals in content areas that
enhance their capacity to ensure that children with disabilities receive a high-quality education and with a spe-
cial focus on the education needs of children with disabilities from underrepresented groups; and 3) to work in
conjunction with the Center for Law and Education to disseminate materials focused on involving youth with
disabilities in the development and implementation of their own transition plans and individualized education
programs, and to develop Mississippi-specific training curricula and materials to better assure that students with
disabilities will participate in state assessments and the “regular’” school curriculum and will learn to the highest
standards possible.

Products: Information will be disseminated by video and audio tape presentations; a quarterly newsletter; large
and small training sessions for parents, professionals, and students; an annual statewide conference; and a toll-
free phone number for parents across the state. The project will also develop and disseminate a resource directo-
ry; serve as a liaison with various service provider agencies and consumer/advocacy groups; and work collabora-
tively with the Mississippi Department of Education and projects housed in the offices of the Independent
Living Center in both the northern and southern regions of the state.
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Grant Number: H328M990020
Parent Information and Training Center

Project Director: Dawson, Theresa K. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Parent Information Center Ending Date: 9/30/03
5 N. Lobban

Buffalo, WY 82834 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 307-684-2277; Fax: 307-684-5314 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: tdawsonpic@vcn.com E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Website: http://www.wpic.org

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to provide parents of infants, toddlers, and children with disabilities with
training and information they need to enable them to participate effectively in helping their children with disabil-
ities to meet developmental goals and, to the maximum extent possible, those challenging standards that have
been established for all children, and to be prepared to lead productive independent adult lives, to the maximum
extent possible.

Method: The project will assist 500 parents to assume their roles as active decision makers in the educational
team process, through workshops and conferences designed to respond to specific parent-identified needs. It
will establish and coordinate a parent networking connection for collaborative parent/professional partnerships to
reduce isolation, support proactive parent involvement, and encourage the sharing of information and resources
about issues, services, and practices; and it will work to improve the overall services of Parents Helping Parents
of Wyoming, Inc. through the enhancement of the regional system designed to meet the unique needs of par-
ents/professionals in their communities. To implement these goals, the project will have five part-time regional
outreach parent liaisons, located in geographically and economically diverse communities around the state, who
will provide support and information to families on an individual basis and as support in individualized educa-
tion program meetings.

Products: The project will develop small group presentations suitable to the multi-diverse cultures of Native
American and Spanish-speaking parents to help empower them to become more actively involved in the educa-
tional process. It will maintain a statewide toll-free number, with a TDD, for parents to access information, sup-
port, and referral services. The project will have a World Wide Web site; a newsletter disseminated to 3,000
families and teachers around the state; and a lending library of books, videos, audiotapes, and materials on dis-
ability and educational issues, parenting skills, and related topics. '

Grant Number: H328M990022
National Native American Families Together Parent Training Project

Project Director: Banks, Susan; Curry, Chris Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Families Together of the Palouse Ending Date: 9/30/03
129 W. Third St.

Moscow, ID 83843-2201 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 208-885-3500 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: famtog@moscow.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to increase parental partnerships between Native American families who
have a child with a disability (birth through transition to adult services) and professionals in the collaborative
decision-making processes for their student’s education.
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Method: Through a collaborative effort with the University of Idaho, Project UPLIFT, and Washington State
University, this project will establish a guiding council of Native American families and professionals. Eight
regional coordinators will serve in a train-the-trainer program, conduct workshops, and disseminate information.
Each regional coordinator will develop a cadre of six community liaisons who are parents from the community
or tribe and who will receive training as local resource persons, providing one-to-one support to 60 families per
region.

Products: The project will develop culturally responsive information and training materials to be disseminated
nationwide to 1,000 tribes and communities serving Native American students through the Families Together
Outreach Center. Materials; booklets, newsletters, and videos will be developed that address all areas of parent
participation in the decision-making process, including individualized education programs and individualized
family service plan participation, transition, placement, and school reform. In addition, materials will address
specific age groups, issues of communication across cultures, assessment of culturally diverse individuals, and
general information about disabilities. The project will provide three regional workshops in each region (four
regions in year one, six in year two, eight in year three, and nine in year four) to parents and professionals on the
mandates of IDEA Parts B and C, Section 504, and other pertinent legislation. During the four years of the proj-
ect, 162 sharing sessions will disseminate information to 3,240 families on methods that will increase parent par-
ticipation in their child’s program development.

Grant Number: H328M990023
Specialized Training of Military Parents (STOMP) Parent Training and
Information Project for Military Families

Project Director: Hebdon, Heather Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Washington Parents Are Vital in Education Ending Date: 9/30/03
6316 South 12th Street

Tacoma, WA 98465-1900 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 253-565-2266; Fax: 253-566-8052 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: wapave9@washingtonpave.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.washingtonpave.com

Purpose: This project will continue to provide training, information, resources, and services to military families
of children with disabilities to increase their ability to effectively advocate for their children.

Method: To address issues that military families face, such as poor access to services, cultural diversity, and high
levels of low-income families, the STOMP Project will utilize a three-tiered approach. Families will be able to
work with staff who have experience serving within the military through one-to-one assistance directly on the
phone, via e-mail, or regular mail services. Secondly, the project will provide services through chat rooms, bul-
letin boards, and video conferencing. Thirdly, staff and identified consultants will provide workshops at installa-
tions upon request, and provide and facilitate an annual conference offered for teams of parents and military pro-
fessionals to enhance their skills in assisting families within their communities. Individuals receiving training at
the annual conference will provide feedback, documentation, and outcomes to the project regarding the services
they have provided and any additional follow up that STOMP can provide to assist them in their efforts.
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Grant Number: H328M990024
Missouri Parents Act (MPACT)

Project Director: Jacoby, Janet Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Missouri Parents Act Ending Date: 9/30/03
1 West Armour Blvd., Suite 301

Kansas City, MO 64154 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 816-531-7070; Fax: 417-882-8413 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: mpactsm@axs.net E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: The overall goal of this project is to enhance the ability of parents to advocate for their child with spe-
cial needs through a better understanding of their rights and responsibilities under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and to facilitate systems-level change through collaboration with existing
state and local agencies.

Method: MPACT will work to enhance its leadership role and that of parents of children with disabilities across
Missouri to plan and implement initiatives that meet their needs. The project will provide training and technical
assistance throughout the state on issues relevant to empowering parents of children with special needs. It will
ensure that Missouri parents have accurate and comprehensive information related to the educational needs, pro-
gram options, services, and resources available at the local, state, and national levels. It will identify and assist
traditionally underrepresented parents, including minorities, low-income families, and those in urban and isolat-
ed rural areas, to fully participate in all MPACT programs and activities, and it will collaborate with state and
local agencies to maximize the funding for parent empowerment and to facilitate systems change.

Products: The project will work to: establish six regional advisory panels; recruit and train 100 volunteers; train
5,000 parents on effective communication, their basic educational rights, and the Individualized Education
Program process; provide technical assistance to 10,000 individuals; disseminate 5,000 customized information
packets to parents and 15,000 Parent-to-Parent newsletters; and provide 1,200 minority families with training,
technical assistance, and information resources.

Grant Number: H328M990025
Massachusetts Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Robison, Richard J. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Federation for Children with Special Needs Ending Date: 9/30/03
1135 Tremont Street, Suite 420

Boston, MA 02120-2140 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 617-236-7210; Fax: 617-572-2094 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: rrobison@fcsn.org E-mail: donna fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.fcsn.org/home.htm

Purpose: The project will continue to operate the Massachusetts Parent Training and Information Center, which
will provide parents of children with disabilities with the information and training they need in skill building,
leadership development, and participation in systems change.

Method: The project will provide parents with culturally responsive, linguistically appropriate, and individual-

ized information, support, and assistance and empower them to assume their role as active decision makers in
the education of their children with disabilities through workshops on critical aspects of federal and state special
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education and education reform laws. It will develop their leadership capacity by providing in-depth training
and technical assistance for emerging and established parent leaders, especially those in underserved communi-
ties. It will expand and strengthen collaborative relationships with community-based, statewide, and national
organizations, particularly those in underserved areas of the state.

Products: Over the course of the project, nearly 100,000 parents will receive 16 issues of “NewsLine”; informa-
tion will be accessed from the Federation’s World Wide Web site at least 960,000 times; and 26,000 parents will
receive individual assistance via telephone, mail, and e-mail. Other products of this project include: workshops
and leadership development activities, a conference, community-based and statewide partnerships, and systems
change efforts.

Grant Number: H328M990027 _
S.A.P.P.H.LLR.E. (Southern Arizona Pilot Parents Helping Others Access

Information, Resources, and Empowerment)

Project Director: Kallis, Lynn Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Pilot Parents of Southern Arizona Ending Date: 9/30/03
2600 North Wyatt Drive

Tucson, AZ 85712 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 520-324-3150; Fax: 520-324-3152 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: ppsa@pilotparents.org ' E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Website: http://www.pilotparents.org

Purpose: This project will address issues affecting families of children representing all disabilities, ages, and
family constitutions in rural areas and throughout Arizona, in a geographically convenient and culturally appro-
priate manner.

Method: Pilot Parents of Southern Arizona and RAISING Special Kids will work together on this project in vari-
ous areas such as student-led individualized education programs (IEPs), sibling support, policymaking, and
grassroots organization. The project will provide information to teachers and other related professionals so that
they are prepared to assist students with disabilities in facilitating their own IEPs. It will utilize a diverse group
of volunteer families along with paid parent staff positions throughout the state to take advantage of existing
community development and expertise. It will develop and maintain a system of collaborative management and
responsibilities of parent training and information activities and develop a network of supports to families living
in Arizona’s designated enterprise communities and residing on Native lands and reservations.

Products: The project will provide information and support to 3,000 families of children with disabilities
throughout Arizona in order that these families may better understand their rights and responsibilities under
IDEA and become more involved in their child’s education.
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Grant Number: H328M990028
Arizona Parent Training and Information (PTI) Network

Project Director: Urbina, Marta Beginning Date: 10/01/99
RAISING Special Kids Ending Date: 9/30/03
4750 N. Black Canyon (#101)

Phoenix, AZ 85017 : OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 602-242-4366 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: info@raisingspecialkids.org E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Website: http://www.raisingspecialkids.org

Purpose: This project will operate parent training and information (PTI) center activities in central and northern
Arizona and will assume a lead role in managing the statewide PTI network, which includes RAISING Special
Kids (RSK) in central and northern Arizona, Pilot Parents of Southern Arizona, and Families Reaching Harmony
on the Navajo and Hopi reservations in northeastern Arizona.

Method: The project will provide information and support by utilizing a large, diverse pool of trained family
volunteers, providing staff support, and providing learning opportunities through workshops designed specifical-
ly for the needs expressed by families. Local volunteer coordinators will provide direction in supporting fami-
lies in smaller, rural communities. The project will also work with school districts to encourage their use of the
student-led individualized education program process. The project also encourages leadership development
activities for families to help them facilitate system change.

Products: RSK will annually provide information and support to 5,000 families who have children with disabili-
ties and/or special needs. RSK will also provide 800 professionals with development opportunities so they can
better serve children and families.

Grant Number: H328M990030
TASK Parent Training Project

Project Director: Tellefsen, Joan M. Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Team of Advocates for Special Kids Ending Date: 9/30/02
100 W. Cerritos Ave.

Anaheim, CA 92805 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 714-533-8275; Fax. 714-533-2533 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: TASKIOANT@AOL.COM E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

© Website: http://www.icfs.org/bluebook/bb000564.htm

Purpose: This project will address the continued documented need for increased parental participation in the
special education process in southern California, and those areas of northern California presently not being
served by the parent training centers of the North.

Method: The project will provide training and information to 3,500 parents of children with disabilities (includ-
ing underserved populations) and to the professionals who work with children with disabilities to increase their
awareness of their involvement in the decision-making process. Parents will be assisted to: better understand the
nature of their child’s disability, along with their educational and developmental needs; communicate effectively
with special and regular education personnel and related services personnel; participate in the decision-making
processes and the development of their child’s educational programs; and obtain appropriate information about
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the range of options, programs, services, and resources available. Students with disabilities will be assisted to
understand their rights and responsibilities upon reaching the age of majority and to be aware of self-determina-
tion and self-advocacy skills during the transition process.

Products: Parental skills will be fostered through workshops, individual assistance, disability fact sheets,
resource and referral information throughout the service area, and assessment of the technology needs of persons
with disabilities. Parent participation in school reform, networking, and promoting partnerships between parents
and school personnel will be stressed during workshops and telephone advocacy. Materials translated into
Vietnamese, Japanese, Korean, and Spanish will be available. TASK will provide services to 10 counties in
southern California and technical assistance to counties east of the Sierra Nevada, north to the Oregon Border.

Grant Number: H328M000002
Rhode Island Training and Information Center for
Parents of Children and Youth with Disabilities

Project Director: Collins, Cheryl Beginning Date. 10/01/00
Rhode Island Parent Information Network, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/05
175 Main Street, 1st Floor

Pawtucket, R1 02860-4127 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 401-727-4144; Fax.: 401-727-4040 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: collins@ripin.org E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.ripin.org

.Purpose: The Rhode Island Parent Information Network (RIPIN) Parent Training and Information Center on
Disabilities (PTIC) will expand services with the goal of improving educational and life outcomes for children,
preparing them to be lifelong learners, productive workers, and responsible citizens.

Method: The project will offer a comprehensive array of services and supports to families of children with dis-
abilities (ages birth to 21) and the professionals who support them, using specific outreach measures for under-
served populations. The project will provide training, information, and advocacy to families, which strengthens
their role as parents and empowers them to better meet the needs of their children and to participate in systems
change initiatives. The PTIC will also develop and offer training to professionals in higher education institu-
tions, agencies, and schools on culturally sensitive family-centered practices. Project staff will foster family
involvement in all aspects of the design, implementation, and evaluation of services and supports for families at
the local, state, and national levels, promoting a unified service system that collaborates with families and pools
resources to meet the needs of children and their families.

Products.: The results of this project will include progressive changes impacting families, children, community
agencies, professionals, and policy makers.

— ———
— —

115



112 TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

Grant Number: H328M000005
Virgin Islands Family Information Network on
Disabilities Parent Training Center (V.I. FIND)

Project Director: Glenn, Catherine “Rehema” Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Inter Island Parent Coalition for Change Ending Date: 9/30/05
2 Nye Gade

St. Thomas, VI 00802 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 340-774-1662; Fax: 340-774-1662 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: vifind@islands.vi : E-mail: jan harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: Virgin Islands Family Information Network on Disabilities (V.I. FIND) will continue providing impor-
tant services to the parents of children with special needs.

Method: V.1. FIND will carry out the following seven activities over the five years of the project: 1) provide
support, materials, and training to 135 parents of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers with developmental delays;
2) provide individualized materials to 400 parents of school-age children with any disability; 3) provide training
to 600 parents of children birth to school age in all aspects of understanding IDEA; 4) provide training in effec-
tive communication skills to at least 80 parents; 5) identify and train 12 parents per year to serve as support
group leaders, parent trainers, group leaders, advocates, and future members of the board of directors, beginning
in the second year of the project; 6) provide awareness training to 150 parents of infants and toddlers, and 76
day care providers and personnel, on IDEA/Child Find; and 7) expand the library center by an additional 100
resources.

Products: The project will reach out and inform parents via school announcements, media advertisements, mail-
outs, posters, and interagency cooperation. Support, education, and training will be provided through individual
sessions, meetings, group sessions, and workshops. All the project’s materials will be printed in English and
Spanish to bridge language barriers.

Grant Number: H328M000011
American Samoa Parents are Vital to Education

Project Director: Penitusi, Faanati Beginning Date: 10/01/00
AS-PAVE Project Ending Date: 9/30/05
P.O. Box 3432 _

Pago Pago, AS 96799 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 684-633-2372 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: Sampave@samoatelco.com ' E-mail: jan harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: The American Samoa PAVE (Parents are Vital in Education) Parent Training Project will provide infor-
mation and training for parents of children with disabilities (birth through transition to adult services), students
themselves, and professionals. The information and training provided through this project will help build part-
nerships to implement a collaborative decision-making process among parents, students, school districts, and
other professionals in formulating the students’ special education program.

Method: Project staff will work directly with parents and students by phone or in person. The information pro-

vided will assist families in understanding their individual situations, allowing them to become their own best
advocates. The project will continue to use a train-the-trainer model to support community liaisons, primarily
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parents who volunteer to help other parents and students in their communities secure appropriate special servic-
es. PAVE will also help develop and support chapters throughout American Samoa to provide opportunities for
families to increase their leadership skills as they work in partnership with education professionals on issues
within their communities. It will also use technology such as e-mail and Internet-based learning to serve fami-
lies. It will provide parent workshops on collaboration with schools, professionals, and other agencies in devel-
oping appropriate special education programs for children with disabilities.

Grant Number: H328M000013
FAST — Families and Schools Together — Make it Happen!

Project Director: Diehl, Nancy; Jenness, Roth Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Support and Training for Exceptional Parents, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/05
Families and Schools Together

424 E. Bernard Avenue, Suite 3 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Greeneville, TN 37745-5123 Voice: 202-205-5045
Voice: 423-639-0125; Fax: 423-636-8217 E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

E-mail: tnstep@aol.com
Website: http://www.tnstep.org

Purpose: This project, the STEP Center (Support and Training for Exceptional Parents), will provide training
and information services to parents of infants, toddlers, children, and youth with disabilities throughout
Tennessee. The services are designed to foster equal partnerships and encourage collaboration between parents
and the professionals who work with their children. This project continues STEP’s current services, expands
capacity to meet demand, and adds new methods and activities to address unmet needs.

Method: STEP will engage in outreach, training, information, and assistance activities that are organized around
four goals and eighteen specific objectives in a project called Families and Schools Together (FAST) — Make It
Happen!. A prominent feature of the STEP project is the use of multimedia training technologies to increase
access to training and information and to meet the needs of parents who cannot or do not make use of traditional
training workshop models. Parent trainers and volunteers across the state will help to facilitate the development
of local networks for support and information. Approximately 15,000 parents each year will be able to access
STEP’s services. '

~ Grant Number: H328M000014
West Virginia Parent Training and Information — State-Wide PTI Serving Families
and Professionals of Children with Special Needs (in the Educational Setting)

Project Director: Haberbosch, Pat Beginning Date: 9/01/00
WVPT], Inc. ' Ending Date: 8/31/05
371 Broaddus Ave.

Clarksburg, WV 26301 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 304-624-1436; Fax. 304-624-1438 Voice: 202-205-5045

E-mail: WVPTI@aol.com E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov
Website: http://www.wvpti.org/ -

Purpose: West Virginia Parent Training and Information, Inc. (WVPTI) will provide support, training, and infor-
mation to West Virginia’s families of individuals with disabilities. WVPTI will conduct a “grassroots” approach
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to training and collaboration, a service delivery system that has been very successful in reaching West Virginian
families.

Method: The project activities will accomplish the following goals: 1) provide information and support designed
to assist West Virginia’s families of a child with a disability in understanding the nature and needs of their
child’s disability and strengthen their ability to access services and participate in decision making; 2) assist West
Virginia parents of children with disabilities to participate fully in the educational decision-making process by
providing a comprehensive menu of workshops, conferences, audiotapes, and videotapes; 3) provide specific
information, training, and support designed to assist West Virginia families in extremely rural areas or isolated
by other conditions; and 4) provide culturally appropriate information, training, and support designed to
strengthen the ability of West Virginia’s diverse and traditionally underserved/unserved population of parents to
understand and participate in making educational decisions.

Products: The demand for WVPTI-developed materials through information requests, resource databases, and
the WVPTI World Wide Web Page (www.ioline.net/wvpti) supports the need for their continued development
and use. All of the project’s workshop manuals are available on audiotape for any audience, and many parent
materials are written at a low reading level.

Grant Number: H328M000015
Parent Education Network Parent Training Project: An Information, Skill
Development and Support System for Parents of Children with Disabilities

Project Director: Thieme, Louise Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Parent Education Network Ending Date: 9/30/05
2107 Industrial Hwy

York, PA 17402-2223 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 717-600-0100; Fax: 717-600-8101 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: pen@parentednet.org E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.parentednet.org

Purpose: The Parent Education Network (PEN), a statewide parent coalition, will provide services and training
to Pennsylvania parents of infants, toddlers, children, and youth with a full range of disabilities.

Method: The project will conduct the following activities: 1) public information, dissemination, and outreach; 2)
workshops; 3) training for parent support and self-determination; 4) individual information, technical assistance,
and consultation; 5) parent and professional partnerships; and 6) training and assistance to minority parents,
Workshops will be designed to assist parents to effectively participate with professionals to develop early inter-
vention and special education programs. Regional PEN offices will be located in rural areas of high poverty and
unemployment and also in major metropolitan areas of Pennsylvania (Pittsburgh, Erie, Harrisburg, Philadelphia,
and Allentown) where significant numbers of unserved, minority, and non-English-speaking people reside. The
central office will target the remaining counties and continue to provide direct services throughout the state, as
well as coordinate and supervise activities of the regional offices.

Products: The project plans to conduct at least 20,000 outreach contacts per year, with emphasis on unserved or
underserved, unidentified or inappropriately identified, unaffiliated, minority and non-English-speaking parents.
The project will conduct at least 28 workshops per year which will reach 1,200 parents and professionals per
year. The project will distribute information to parents, professionals, and interested others via the “PENews,”
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e-mail, the PEN World Wide Web site, the public library system, news articles in community/regional/local
shopper papers, cable TV (English and Spanish), Home Extension Service, radio/TV spots, community activi-
ties, and conferences.

Grant Number: H328MQ00016
Idaho Parents Unlimited, Inc. (IPUL) Parent Education Resource Center

Project Director: Hanks, Martha S. Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Idaho Parents Unlimited, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/05
4696 Overland Rd., #568

Boise, ID 83705-2880 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 208-342-5884; Fax. 208-342-1408 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: ipul@rmci.net E-mail; jan harlow@ed.gov

Website: http://home.rmci.net/ipul/

Purpose: This project will continue and expand services offered since 1989 through the Parent Education
Resource Center (PERC) to Idaho families of children/youth with disabilities ages 0 through 21.

Method: PERC will increase parental knowledge of educational problems, issues, and effective strategies
through offering a variety of services. PERC services are delivered directly to parents by seven Parent
Education Coordinators (PECs) located throughout Idaho. PERC staff builds local capacity to provide, improve,
or expand services that address the needs of parents and their children with disabilities by establishing regional
Parent Advisory Councils and by training regional Volunteer Resource Parents who support and assist families of
children with disabilities. PERC reaches out to unserved and underserved families by training Ambassadors to
promote IPUL services in rural areas to community groups. A 15-member board of directors from across Idaho,
fourteen of whom are parents of children/young adults with disabilities and two of whom are from minority pop-
ulations, provide organizational oversight.

Products: PERC provides printed materials, training, one-to-one assistance by phone and e-mail, a World Wide
Web site, a quarterly newsletter (“The Idaho Parent Network™) with a circulation of 7,000, and an annual parent
conference.

—
——

Grant Number: H328M000017
North Carolina Parents Together: A Comprehensive, Collaborative,
Statewide Parent Training and Information Project

Project Director: Hawkins, Connie K.; LaCorte, Mary C. Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center : Ending Date: 9/30/05
P.O. Box 16

Davidson, NC 28036 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 704-892-1321; Fax: 704-892-5028 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: NCPTI@ AOL.COM E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Website: http://www.ecac-parentcenter.org
Purpose: This project will expand its parent training and information efforts to meet identified needs of North

Carolina families of children with disabilities, to break down barriers to providing training and information, and
to implement results of research on effective parent education programs.

119



116 ’ TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

Method: The project will conduct the following activities: 1) continue the services currently provided to North
Carolina families, including the Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center’s (ECAC’s) lending library, newslet-
ter, toll-free parent information line, individual assistance, information packets, parent-to-parent information and
referral, and World Wide Web site; 2) continue to provide parent education workshops geographically dispersed
throughout the state; 3) collaborate with other North Carolina disability and family organizations to provide
leadership and advocacy training to staff, local chapter leaders, volunteers, and “IEP Partners,” who will volun-
teer to support other families at [EP meetings; and 4) continue and expand services to reach families in North
Carolina by providing a flexible, collaborative information and training program that offers materials and work-
shops for non-English speaking and low-reading-level families, materials and workshops that respond to the
needs of families from diverse backgrounds, and materials in a variety of formats.

Products: Through this project, North Carolina families of different backgrounds and educational levels will
have access to knowledge and skills to become participators in their child’s education. The access to knowledge
.and skills will be achieved via the variety of information dissemination activities detailed above.

Grant Number: H328M000019
The Connections Project

Project Director: Dunham, Bonnie Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Parent Information Center Ending Date: 9/30/05
P.O. Box 2405

Concord, NH 03302-2405 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 603-224-7005; Fax: 603-224-4365 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: picnh@aol.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: The Connections Project addresses the individual needs of families of children with disabilities in New
Hampshire by providing an array of services and options in their communities, through the Parent Information
Center’s (PIC’s) regional structure and satellite offices.

Method: The Connections Project will provide the following services annually: 1) information and support to a
minimum of 9,000 persons via a toll-free phone line, mail, e-mail, World Wide Web site, and drop-ins; 2) print
materials on a variety of subjects, including materials in other languages and newsletters to be circulated to more
than 43,000 people; 3) workshops and training; 4) technical assistance to 1,500 parents to enable full participa-
tion in the decision-making process and development of IFSPs/IEPs; and 5) collaboration with local, state, and
national agencies, organizations, support groups, schools, and others.

Products: PIC will produce several workshops for the MCTV cable network, which reaches more than 120,000
households in New Hampshire. The project will provide parents with the connections to information, support,
materials, training, technical assistance, and resources they need to achieve improved outcomes for their children
with disabilities. :

—— —
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Grant Number: H328M000022
AWARE (Assisting with Appropriate Rights in Education)

Project Director: Schember-Lang, Jennifer Beginning Date: 12/01/00
Learning Disabilities Association of Hawaii Ending Date: 9/30/05
200 N. Vineyard Blvd., Suite 310

Honolulu, HI 96817 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 808-536-9684; Fax: 808-537-6780 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: ldah@gte .net E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will continue AWARE (Assisting with Appropriate Rights in Education), Hawaii’s
statewide parent training and information center, which, in its ten years of existence, has provided information,
training, and support throughout the islands to over 1,500 parents and family members each year. AWARE
maintains a focus of teaching and empowering parents, reaching out to all of Hawaii using innovative methods,
providing “user friendly” information, and creating partnerships to establish networks of support.

Method: This project will continue and improve its services to meet the needs of Hawaii’s families in geographi-
cally isolated but culturally rich island communities. Each year of the project, AWARE will provide informa-
tion, support, and referral services to 800 parents; training to 900 parents; and technical assistance to 300 par-
ents. It will reach out to unserved and underserved communities that are geographically isolated or ethnically
diverse. It will provide one-on-one consultation/mentoring or case assistance to 80 parents per year. It will
build support networks through technology and collaboration with other groups, leverage resources, and build
local capacity and parent leadership.

Grant Number: H328M000024

Project PROMPT
Project Director: Knight, Leah; Buckler, Eve Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Families Helping Families of GNO Ending Date: 9/30/05
4323 Division Street
Suite 110 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Metairie, LA 70002-3179 Voice: 202-205-5045
Voice: 504-888-9111; Fax: 504-888-0246 E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

E-mail: fhfgno@ix.netcom.com
Website: http://www.projectprompt.com

Purpose: Project PROMPT will expand the current parent training and information center, which includes train-
ing, materials development, interagency networking, and information dissemination to parents of students with
disabilities. The project will provide information and assistance on federal and state laws, including best prac-
tices in transition-related services, behavior management, and drop-out prevention.

Method: Specific information will be provided on special education laws, transition issues, [EP development and
implementation, knowledge of service systems, communication techniques, least restrictive environment,
increased exposure to successful programs, program support for at-risk students and community awareness, par-
ent/peer support for individual assistance, and specific outreach to traditionally underrepresented, underserved
groups. The project will also include strategies to improve services and outcomes for Louisiana students by
incorporating goals from Louisiana’s State Improvement Plan and State Improvement Grant.

121



118 TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

Grant Number: H328M000025
Oklahoma Millennium Partnership Project:
Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Bishop, Sharon M. Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Oklahoma Parents Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/05
4600 S.E. 29th Street, Suite 115

Del City, OK 73115 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 405-619-0500; Fax: 405-670-0776 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: okparentctr@aol.com E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov -

Purpose: The Oklahoma Parents Center will meet the critical training and information needs for effective
parental participation in the educational decision-making processes for their children with disabilities in need of
special services. The Oklahoma Millennium Partnership project will provide training and information to parents
of children with all ranges of disabilities including infants, toddlers, children, and youth, with emphasis-on com-
munity outreach for the underserved and minorities in rural and urban areas throughout Oklahoma.

Method: The project will offer a variety of information services and training workshops to parents and families
of children with special needs. The Oklahoma Millennium Partnership will train parents, including parents from
culturally diverse groups, to acquire skills needed to offer training and information to other parents. These
Parent Consultants will be equipped to offer various kinds of one-to-one assistance, including conflict resolution,
to other parents. Parent Consultants will become knowledgeable about special education laws, regulations, and
due process. They will participate in individualized education program (IEP) meetings with parents. Often this
parent-to-parent partnership can result in early, amicable resolutions of disputes. The project will also offer par-
ents who are already trained as Parent Consultants the opportunity to become Associate Trainers, to assist the
project staff in conducting Basic Training workshops for other parents. Parent Consultants, local leaders, early
intervention leaders, educators, service providers, adults with disabilities, community leaders, and young adults
with disabilities will be invited to form coalitions to share knowledge on local resources, do problem solving,
and become informed on state activities and legislation that impact on children with special needs. Satellite cen-
ters will enable Oklahoma Parents Center, Inc. to offer improved services to families in their communities. The
centers will be designed to serve hard-to-reach families, particularly those who are culturally and racially diverse
and those who live in rural areas.

Products. Parents of all infants, toddlers, children, and youth with special needs will have local access to the
information and training they require to participate as equal partners in the educational planning for their chil-
dren. The project will make training and information available to over 13,000 parents of children in Oklahoma
who receive special education and related services under IDEA each of the five years of the project.

Grant Number: H328M010001
Parent Training Project

Project Director: Anchondo, Marta Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Team of Advocates for Special Kids Ending Date: 9/30/02
100 West Cerritos Ave.

Anaheim, CA 92805-6546 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 714-533-8275; Fax: 714-533-2533 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: taskca@yahoo.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

122



TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement 119

Purpose: Team of Advocates for Special Kids (TASK) will address the documented need for increased parental
participation in the special education process in San Diego-Imperial Counties. Outreach to families who are
Spanish speaking, Native American, African-American and poor military personnel will continue to be emphasized.

Method: This one-year project will increase the number of families and providers served, from 1,500 to 2,000.
To continue and expand its services, the project will offer referrals to San Diego UCPA’s TECH Center and col-
laborative services from the San Diego-Imperial Exceptional Family Resource Center.

Products: This project will improve services for infants, toddlers, children, and youth with the full range of dis-
abilities by helping their families and the professionals that serve them attain knowledge of IDEA Parts B and C,
including assistive technology solutions. Parent leadership skills will be supported. Families will be assisted to
better understand the nature and needs of disabling conditions of their children; provide follow-up support for
educational programs for them; communicate more effectively with special and regular educators, administra-
tors, related services personnel, and other relevant professionals; participate in educational decision-making
processes, including the development of the Individualized Education Program; obtain appropriate information
about the range of options, programs, services, and resources available at the national, state, and local levels;
understand the due process procedures available under IDEA with special emphasis upon mediation and/or ADR
negotiations; and understand the provisions for their children’s education under Part B and Part C of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

Grant Number: H328M010004
Native American Family Empowerment Center (NAFEC)

Project Director: Rosin, Donald Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Great Lakes Inter Tribal Council Ending Date: 9/30/06
Health and Human Services Dept.

2932 Hwy 47N, PO Box 9 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538 Voice: 202-205-9161
Voice: 715-588-3324; Fax: 715-588-7900 E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

E-mail: drosin@glitc.org

Purpose: This project will continue the work of the Great Lakes Inter Tribal Council Parent Information Center.
The Center will provide an opportunity for Native American parents to gain updated knowledge and the confi-
dence and empowerment they need to become effective advocates for their children and achieve the best possi-
ble educational outcomes for them. ' '

Method: The Native American Family Empowerment Center developed by. this project will host informational
community forums on the needs of Native American children and their families. Parents will be taught to use
the Internet to learn how to advocate for themselves and their children. Project staff will provide technical assis-
tance in early intervention, general and special health and nutrition needs, infant health and parenting skills, and
youth education programs. Specific training and training strategies will be developed on a number of topics,
including child development and expectations; cognitive, emotional, and physical development; special educa-
tion services and accommodations; behavioral supports and conflict resolution; and communication with educa-
tors and professionals. Mentors will be trained to establish links within and among communities.

Products: By empowering parents and sensitizing leaders and providers of the educational needs of Native
American children, this project will assist collaborative efforts at local, state, and national levels to increase the
chances for Native American children to reach their fullest academic achievements. Parents will learn how to
participate fully in their child’s individual education plan. A tribal computer network will be developed to
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ensure ongoing communication regarding resources for parents and children with disabilities. The project will
help increase awareness and commitment by tribal governments to the concerns of families with children who
have special health and educational needs, and this increased commitment will be reflected in tribal initiatives
that give great visibility and attention to these concerns.

Grant Number: H328M010006
Kentucky Special Parent Involvement Network -
Parent Training and Information Project

Praoject Director: Logsdon, Paulette Beginning Date: 10/01/01
KY-SPIN, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/06
10301 - B Deering Rd.

Louisville, KY 40272-4000 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 502-937-6894; Fax: 502-937-6464 : Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: spininc@aol.com E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: Kentucky Special Parent Involvement Network (KY-SPIN) will provide training and information serv-
ices for parents and family members of infants, toddlers, children, and young adults with disabilities throughout
Kentucky; inform and provide training to professionals who serve them; and promote awareness of disability
issues to the general public.

Method: KY-SPIN will assist parents and other participants to: 1) better understand the nature of their children’s
disabilities and their educational and developmental needs; 2) communicate effectively with personnel responsi-
ble for providing special education, early intervention, and related services; 3) participate in decision-making
processes and the development of individualized education programs and individualized family service plans; 4)
obtain appropriate information about the range of options, programs, services, and resources available to assist
children with disabilities and their families; 5) understand the provisions of IDEA for the education of, and the
provision of early intervention services to, children with disabilities; and 6)participate in school reform activi-
ties. Aggressive and innovative strategies will be used to ensure that the training and information needs of

- underserved and underrepresented parents of children with disabilities are met. K'Y-SPIN will collaborate with
community-based organizations, particularly in underserved areas of the state, to provide support and assistance
to parents and family members of children with disabilities. K'Y-SPIN will provide information to teachers and
other professionals who provide special education and related services to children with disabilities, including
general educators; will assist students with disabilities to understand their rights and responsibilities on reaching
the age of majority; and will assist parents of children with disabilities to be informed participants in the devel-
opment and implementation of the State Improvement Grant under IDEA.

Products: Information related to special education issues will be disseminated to 75,000 families, young adults
with disabilities, professionals, and service providers. In addition, 2,000 parents and family members per year
will attend training workshops on a variety of topics related to the needs of their children with disabilities.
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Grant Number: H328M010007
Nevada P.E.P.,, Inc. Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Taycher, Karen Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Nevada PE.P. Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/06
2810 W. Charles Blvd., G-68

Las Vegas, NV 89107-3758 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 702-388-8899; Fax: 702-388-2966 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: taych@aol.com E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: Nevada P.E.P., Inc. (PEP) will continue providing information, expand training, and enhance support
for Nevada’s families regarding their rights and protections under the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act. PEP will increase services to ethnically diverse populations of families who have infants, toddlers, chil-

. dren, and youth with a full range of disabilities, from many distinct geographical locations throughout Nevada,
in their primary language, and will also increase services to their extended family members and their service
providers.

Method: Nevada PEP will continue to provide the broadest coverage for rural and urban Nevada, and meet con-
sumer-directed needs with a unified system of service delivery by: 1) providing information and referral about
the nature and needs of various disabilities; about availability of programs, support groups, services, and
resources; and about the laws affecting children with disabilities; 2) providing training workshops, activities, and
materials on basic laws, benefits, early intervention services, advocacy techniques, transition from school to
work and community, and technology and equipment usage; 3) providing individual assistance through consulta-
tion, peer counseling, problem-solving techniques, and facilitating positive communication at child-focused
meetings; and 4) continuing to develop a state-wide network of volunteer Community Resource Specialists who
will be a resource for consumers in their own community and interest areas throughout Nevada.

Products: This project will strengthen the roles and increase the involvement of parents and students to effec-
tively participate with professionals in planning and in decision-making related to early intervention, educational
and transitional services, and systemic-change activities,

Grant Number: H328M010011
Parent Training and Iinformation Center:
Training and Information for Parents of Children with Disabilities

Project Director: Chaifetz, Jill Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Advocates for Children of New York Ending Date: 9/30/06
151 West 30th St., 5th Floor

New York, NY 10001 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 212-947-9779; Fax: 212-947-9790 " Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: jchaifetz@advocatesforchildren.org - E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: This parent training and information center (PTIC) will continue to provide training, information, and
assistance to tens of thousands of parents of children from birth to 21 with the full range of disabilities, as well
as to professionals who work with these families. The project will enable individuals and organizations to
become more knowledgeable about educational services available for disabled children and about their rights
and protections under IDEA, to secure appropriate services for their children or the families they work with, and
to become effective partners in school reform to improve services for all children with disabilities. The PTIC

125



122 TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

will focus on meeting the needs of parents in high-need areas of New York who are underserved or who face the
greatest barriers to receiving appropriate services.

Method: The project will provide local outreach to recruit parents and professionals for PTIC services. It will
provide workshops to parents of infants, toddlers, and children with disabilities and professionals who work with
them. At least 90% of parents served will be low-income or minority parents. Intensive assistance to parents
and technical assistance to professionals will be provided via email, telephone, the project Website, and dissemi-
nation of print information. Participation in public forums and via media will provide additional outreach and
expanded coverage. The project will maintain and expand its participation in statewide networks and engage in
collaborative activities and contacts, including working with disability organizations, networks, and community-
based organizations.

Products: The activities of this project will help parents to increase their knowledge of relevant programs and
laws and to be more able to use that knowledge to improve services for their children. A better-informed con-
stituency of parents will participate better in systemic reform and educational planning for their children.
Through project training and information, the knowledge of professionals working with parents will increase,
thereby improving services to parents. Through parent participation in the educational process, inclusion of chil-
dren with disabilities in the educational mainstream will be increased. Parents will be able to work more closely
with community organizations and agencies and help expand and improve services for their children.

Grant Number: H328M010012
FACETS Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Price, Charlotte; Serak, Jan Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Wisconsin Family Assistance Center for Education, Training, and, Support, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/06
2714 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Dr.

Milwaukee, WI 93212-2312 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 414-374-4645; Fax: 414-374-4655 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: wifacets@execpc.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will continue the work of FACETS, a parent training and information center that provides
training and information to parents of infants, toddlers, and children with the full range of disabilities, particular-
ly those parents who are underserved and parents of children who may be inappropriately identified.

Method: Project coordinators will provide an array of culturally sensitive supports that respect each family’s
individual cultural identity. FACETS will work with community groups and families to assess local needs and
to design appropriate supports, such as organizing and facilitating support groups and providing support in
IEP/IFSP meetings and mediation. Training will be provided on Individualized Education Programs and self-
advocacy. The project will help parents to understand the availability and use of procedural safeguards under
IDEA; methods will include meeting with parents to encourage the use and explain the benefits of alternative
methods of dispute resolution, including mediation. Information will be provided throughout the state via a toll-
free number, a Website, and a library with culturally and linguistically appropriate materials.

Products: The project will meet the needs of families of children with disabilities by helping them to better
understand the nature of their child’s disabilities and their educational and developmental needs. Parents will
better communicate with personnel responsible for providing special education, early intervention, and related
services and will be able to participate fully in the decision-making processes and the development of IEPs and
IFSPs. They will be able to obtain appropriate information about the range of options, programs, services and
resources available to assist children with disabilities and their families; they will understand the provision of
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IDEA for the education of, and provision of early intervention services to, children with disabilities; and they
will participate in school reform activities.

Grant Number: H328M010015
SPIN: Statewide Parent Information Network

Project Director: LaChance, Janice Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Maine Parent Federation Ending Date: 9/30/06
PO Box 2067

Augusta, ME 04338-2067 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 207-623-2144; Fax: 207-623-2148 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: jlachance@mpf.org E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website. http://www.mpf.org

Purpose: This project will continue to operate the Maine parent training and information center called SPIN
(Statewide Parent Information Network), which provides training, information, and support to parents of chil-
dren with disabilities, educators across the state, and other professionals who work with families. SPIN covers
the entire state of Maine and conducts outreach activities to reach low-income families, families in urban and
rura] areas, and families who represent minority populations.

Method: Parents will be provided training, print information, telephone assistance, and Web-based information
on special education, parenting, parent involvement in education, support services, and continuing education.
The project will provide professionals with access to information and support to assist them in effectively work-
ing with these families. The project will also promote collaborations with other agencies and groups who have
similar missions. SPIN will bring services to people where they live by providing one-on-one support from
staff, fostering peer support among parents, and holding workshops in communities across the state.

Products: The training, information, capacity-building, networking, and collaborations provided by this project

will enable parents to assist their children in meeting the high standards of learning set in the National Education
Goals, as well as expand services to minority and other underserved populations. Over 27,000 people will bene-
fit from these activities annually.

Grant Number: H328M010016
Families as Partners in Education Project

Project Director: Curtin, Connie Arzola Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Vermont Parent Information Center Ending Date: 9/30/06
1 Mill Street, Suite A7

Burlington, VT 05401-1531 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 802-658-5318; Fax: 802-658-5398 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: vpic@vptic.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will support, educate, and inform parents in order to improve special and regular educa-
tion outcomes and services for children with disabilities, ages birth through 21.

Method: Using a regional service delivery model, the project will implement activities in local communities as
much as possible. Activities such as workshops and presentations, individual support, and community volunteer
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training will take place locally and regionally to provide the greatest degree of access to project participants.
The project will accomplish these four goals designed to increase individual and community capacity to support
the education and development of children with disabilities: 1) support and inform families of infants, toddlers,
children, and youth with special needs, birth through 22, to enable them to effectively address their children’s
educational and developmental needs; 2) cooperate with the professionals who work with families in order to
improve parent-professional partnership and communication; 3) maintain and expand a statewide network of
community-based volunteers to support parents of children with special needs; and 4) collaborate with policy-
makers, advisory groups, and advocacy groups to improve services and systems for children with special needs
and their families in Vermont. Parents and youth with disabilities will play a large role in implementing project
objectives and activities, and new activities will specifically address the needs of youth for information and sup-
port regarding their education.

Products: This project will increase the community capacity to support children with special needs and their
families. The project will serve approximately 5,970 families (parents, surrogate and foster parents, guardians,
grandparents, and relatives) and 3,140 professionals throughout Vermont.

Grant Number: H328M010017
The Native American Families Together Parent Center Enhancement Project

Project Director: Banks, Susan; Curry, Chris Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Families Together of the Palouse Ending Date: 9/30/04
129 W. Third

Moscow, ID 83843-4410 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 208-885-3500; Fax: 208-885-3628 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: famitog@moscow.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.familiestogether.org

Purpose. This enhancement project will expand the work being done by the Native American Families Together
(NAFT) Parent Training and Information Center, by increasing services and by addressing, in more depth, spe-
cific issues surrounding special education and Native American children and families, including American
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian families.

Method: The project will address five issues targeted by the NAFT Parent Center that are interconnected and
dependent upon parent, family, and community involvement: 1) Native Americans are overrepresented in special
education and underrepresented in programs for the gifted and talented; 2) Native American parents express dis-
satisfaction with their understanding of special education and their involvement in decision-making; 3) there is a
need for preparation of special educators to meet the needs of Native American families; 4) some Native
Americans are reluctant to use special education services; and 5) Native Americans need opportunities to devel-
op self-determination skills. These issues will be addressed through parent training and information activities
and the establishment of a Native American Training and Information Network composed of all NAFT consult-
ants, advisory council members, parent training and information centers, community parent resource centers, and
other outreach programs that provide training and information to families.

Products: NAFT consultants will conduct 52 Community Friends Trainings. Fifty-two regional workshops, co-
sponsored by agencies, schools, and tribes, will provide training to 2,080 family members and 520 professionals
on IDEA, special education law, and high incidence disability areas.
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Grant Number: H328M010022
Parent Training and Information Center Serving the Island of Puerto Rico

Project Director: Selles, Carmen Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Asociacion de Padres pro Bienestar de Ninos Impedidos de Puerto Rico Ending Date: 9/30/06
APN], Inc.

PO Box 21301 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
San Juan, PR 00928-1301 Voice: 202-205-8688
Voice: 787-763-4665; Fax: 787-765-0345 E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

E-mail: apni@prtc.net

Purpose: This project will continue the work of APNI, the parent training and information center on the island
of Puerto Rico. Through its workshops, training sessions, and outreach resources, the project will increase the
knowledge and skills of families of children with disabilities to allow them to participate as equal partners in the
development of their children’s education, including individualized education programs, transition plans, and
statewide assessment. Parents will be provided skills to communicate more effectively with early childhood,
special education, and related services personnel. The project will increase the capacity for parents to collabo-
rate more effectively with local, state, and national organizations serving parents of children with disabilities.

Method: APNI will continue to provide information and training materials via its newsletter, via its toll-free
information line, and through distribution of print materials from parent support groups and specific disabilities
groups on a variety of subjects related to children with disabilities. Project workshops will train parents to better
understand their child’s disability, federal and state laws, and the education process and available resources.
Trainers and supplemental materials will reinforce the training and serve as a continuing resource. Parent lead-
ers will be identified and will receive advance training to assist other families in their areas and to help with col-
laboration with local, state, and national organizations. '

Products: As a result of this project, parents of children with disabilities will better understand the nature of
their child’s disability and will be empowered to serve as advocates and equal partners in the development of
their child’s education program. Information will be made available for parents and training provided on such
subjects as assessment and appropriate accommodations, behavioral supports, transition from high school, sexu-
ality, and communication with education and other professional personnel. Parent leaders across the island will
help others to create and strengthen partnerships with local, state, and national organizations.

Grant Number: H328M010023
Central California Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Lee, Leslie Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Exceptional Parents Unlimited, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
4440 N. First St.

Fresno, CA 93726-2304 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 559-229-2000; Fax: 559-229-2956 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: llee@exceptionalparents.org E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: The Central California Parent Training and Information Center (CC-PTI) targets the following eight
counties: Inyo, Mono, Tulare, Kings, Fresno, Madera, Merced, and Mariposa, which have a population of 100
different ethnic groups who speak many languages. This project will continue to serve families of children with
disabilities in this sparsely populated, rural, and ethnically and linguistically diverse region with high rates of
poverty.
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Method: Exceptional Parents Unlimited, Inc. (EPU) has formed a collaborative partnership with three Family
Resource Centers throughout the region to create the CC-PTI and to strengthen local capacities and create multi-
ethnic and multi-lingual services to parents throughout the region. The largest group is Hispanic people who
come to central California to work in the vast agriculture lands. Another significant minority is the Hmong peo-
ple from Laos. The CC-PTI will continue to provide support, training, information, and advocacy assistance to
parents of children with disabilities individually, in groups, in “clinics,” and in formal trainings relating to
IDEA, the IFSP, the IEP, transition from infant to preschool, transition from school to work, parent professional
collaboration, and Internet use. Assistance is provided through individual and group support, help with and
attendance at IEP and IFSP meetings, information, and advocacy guidelines for parents.

Products: In addition to the information and training activities, a World Wide Web site will be developed and
Internet training provided to assist parents in rural areas in accessing the PTI and other information sources from
their homes.

Grant Number: H328M010024
Colorado Parent Training and Information Project

Project Director: Buswell, Barbara E.; Miller, Jerri Beginning Date: 10/01/01
PEAK Parent Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/06
611 N. Weber, Suite 200

Colorado Springs, CO 80903-1072 OSEP Contact: Peggy Cvach
Voice: 719-531-9400; Fax: 719-531-9452 Voice: 202-205-9807
E-mail: bbuswell@peakparent.org E-mail: peggy.cvach@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will implement a parent training and information (PTT) center to provide fraining and
information to Colorado families of children with disabilities, in order to enhance their ability to participate
actively in educational decision-making processes for their children. The project, implemented by PEAK Parent
Center, will increase families’ understanding of the law, knowledge of best practices, and advocacy skills to
serve children with disabilities more effectively throughout the state. PEAK will not only provide direct assis-
tance to families but will also work with community members, professional educators, advocacy groups, and
statewide systems to increase the capacity of schools in Colorado to implement the provisions of the law.

Method: PEAK will provide information and technical assistance to families and others by phone, email, and
through the project Website. It will implement formal and informal training opportunities, including stand-alone
workshops, topical discussion groups, online courses, and statewide conferences. Trained regional mentors will
then work with local communities to build their capacity to serve children with disabilities. The project will
work with agencies that support diverse children and families to increase their understanding of IDEA and
school reform and to improve their capacity to serve students with disabilities; it will collaborate with other key
stakeholders in the state to improve the implementation of IDEA; and it will conduct intensive public awareness
activities to inform residents about project services.

Products: As a result of the information, technical assistance, and training provided by this project to parents of
children with disabilities and to other stakeholders, families in Colorado, including those who have been tradi-
tionally underserved, will be more informed and able to participate more actively in decisions that affect their
children. Project-trained mentors will help parents effectively advocate for appropriate services for their chil-
dren. Consequently, students with disabilities will have greater access to the general education curriculum and
appropriate behavior supports and will be more directly involved in school reform and school-inclusion prac-
tices. Through these activities, statewide systems will be improved to better implement IDEA.
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Grant Number: H328M010025
Pacific Outreach Partnerships for Parent Empowerment (POPPE)

Project Director: Ringlan, Mary Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Pohnpei Special Parent Network Ending Date: 9/30/06
PO Box 516

Kolonia, Pohnpei, FM 96941 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 691-320-8681; Fax: 691-320-2703 , Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: tohnleng@yahoo.com E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: This project, the Pacific Outreach Partnerships for Parent Empowerment (POPPE), will continue the
work of the Pohnpei Special Parent Network, which is a regional center for the western Pacific region that pro-
vides training, mentorship, technical assistance, support, and information services to minority, unserved, and
underserved parents and families of children with the full range of disabilities. The POPPE will serve as an

alliance to empower parents to build capacity and capability for the development of strong parent information
and training networks.

Method: POPPE will provide training, technical assistance, mentorship, and follow-up support to resource spe-
cialists. Leadership teams will be trained to determine the specific organizational structure and strategies that
best meet the information, technical assistance, and support needs of parents and families. The project will col-
laborate with the state education agency to assist parents to understand the procedural safeguards under IDEA
and use alternative dispute resolution methods. Other collaborative relationships and linkages will be estab-
lished, and networks with appropriate clearinghouses and organizations will be set up.

Products: By the end of the project, the following will be accomplished: parent training and information centers
will be strong and self-sustaining organizations; parent resource specialists will be well trained and actively
assisting parents; ongoing parent support trainings will be held on each island; parents will have access to infor-
mation and materials; an electronic communications system will be accessible for all parents/families; parents
will be participating in the educational decision-making process in regard to IEPs/IFSPs for their children; infor-
mation will be accessible to all parents on services available at the national, state, and local levels; and all fami-
lies will become aware of and understand the provisions of IDEA and dispute resolution alternatives.

Grant Number: H328M010027
Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Jones, Lois Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Parents Helping Parents—San Francisco, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
594 Monterey Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94127 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 415-841-8820; Fax: 415-841-8824 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: sfphp@earthlink.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: Parents Helping Parents—San Francisco, Inc. will continue its operations and improve the existing
parent training and information center by providing services for the full range of disabilities and incorporating
support, outreach, advocacy, information and referral services, training and one-to-one technical assistance to
parents about their basic rights and responsibilities under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. The
project will provide information, training, and resources to parents, educators, and other child-serving profes-
sionals (e.g., social workers, clinicians, and probation officers) to promote successful outcomes for children with
special needs.
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Method: The project serves the San Francisco Bay Area, with a population of over four million. The Bay Area
consists of the City and County of San Francisco and Alameda, San Mateo, Solano, Napa, Sonoma, Marin, Santa
Clara, and Contra Costa counties. The project will address the needs of families residing in urban, suburban,
and rural communities by working toward the following goals during the twelve-month period: 1) improve the
quality and quantity of training provided to families of children and youth with disabilities, through cooperative
relationships with other parent centers, community organizations, and appropriate local, statewide, and national
resources; 2) provide follow-up technical assistance to parents; 3) assist parents to develop skills to effectively
communicate and collaborate with educators and other professionals in the decision-making and development of
individualized educational plans, family service plans, and accommodation and transition plans; 4) assist parents
to understand the provisions of the IDEA for the education and provision of early intervention, special educa-
tion, and related services to children and the availability of procedural safeguards; 5) increase the skills of par-
ents and young people with disabilities to gain access to the full range of options, programs, services, and
resources available to them from local, state, and national resources; 6) encourage and facilitate parental
involvement through outreach and training in school reform activities; and 7) locate and establish trusting rela-
tionships with underserved parents of children inappropriately identified and parents of children not identified or
achieving academically.

Products: The project has a resource library which contains books, articles, audio/videotapes, and magazines
that inform families about disability-related issues, programs, and service options. There is also a menu-driven
World Wide Web site that will provide information based on frequently asked questions about IDEA, Section
'504, the ADA, and the California Education Code, covering general and special education. Also included will
be links to parent support groups, parent centers, public and private agencies, and local, state and national
Tesources.

Grant Number: H328M010028
Alaska Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Nieto, Faye Beginning Date: 10/01/01
PARENTS, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/06
4743 E. Northern Lights Blvd.

Anchorage, AK 99508 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 907-337-7678; Fax: 907-337-7671 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: nieto@parentsinc.org E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: The Alaska PARENTS, Inc. Parent Training and Information Project will employ traditional and inno-
vative strategies to develop skills, supports, and resources for families of infants, toddlers, youth, and young
adults with disabilities and for persons who work with them.

Method: This project will achieve the following four goals: 1) improve educational outcomes for children with
disabilities by increasing the knowledge and skills of families throughout the state about disabling conditions
and educational needs of their children; 2) strive to leave no child behind by broadening the demographics of the
service capacity; 3) reach all communities in Alaska, including remote native villages, the federally designated
urban Empowerment Zone, and all towns between, through development of a World Wide Web site containing
community-based supports and services; and 4) create linkages among state, local, and village organizations and
agencies, including tribal organizations and agencies, to improve the service delivery system, foster interagency
collaboration, and reduce duplication of effort. ‘

Products: The products this project will provide are the following: 1) train and provide information to over
3,800 parents; 2) train and support 20 parent mentors to train and inform others in their communities; 3) develop
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one new virtual office per year in selected remote areas; 4) present the Pathways conference every two years for
more than 1,500 people; 5) publish the quarterly newsletter for an audience of 5,500; and 6) provide Internet
online courses to an unlimited number of parents and professionals.

Grant Number: H328M010030
Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Whaley, Renee M. Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Family Network on Disabilities of Florida, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/06
2735 Whitney Road

Clearwater, FL 33760-1610 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 727-523-1130; Fax. 727-523-8687 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: renee@fndfl.org E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will continue the work of the Family Network on Disabilities of Florida, which provides
training, information, and support to parents of infants, toddlers, and children with the full range of disabilities.

Method: The project will use its existing statewide network of trainers, volunteer parents, and community-based
partners, particularly in the underserved areas of the state, to reach those who need services. It will also partner
with the Florida Department of Education, local education agencies, universities, and other statewide agencies to
develop and implement innovative training initiatives, such as distance learning, outreach services such as the
tele-health program, and programs to assist parents and students to be informed participants in local, regional,
and state school reform and policy-making activities that affect children with disabilities.

Products: The services of this project, delivered in a culturally sensitive and appropriate manner, will help to
ensure that parents and youth are prepared to communicate effectively with professionals from all settings and
be informed and involved participants in the decision-making, development, and implementation processes of
IEPs and IFSPs.

Grant Number: H328M010031
A Parent Training and Information Center in New York City for
Parents of Children with Disabilities and Special Needs and
Professionals Who Work with Them

Project Director: Schlesinger, Karen T. Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Resources for Children with Special Needs Ending Date: 9/30/06
Parent Training and Information Center

200 Park Ave, South, Suite 816 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
New York, NY 10003 Voice: 202-205-9161
Voice: 212-677-4650; Fax: 212-254-4070 E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

E-mail: ktschlesinger@resourcesnyc.org

Purpose: This project will continue Resources for Children with Special Needs, a parent training and informa-
tion center in New York City that provides for children from birth to 21 with the full range of disabilities, their
families, and the professionals who work with them so that they have access to and obtain educational and other
services to which they are entitled.
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Method: The project will conduct outreach and disseminate information to reach, inform, and assist parents and
professionals, through the media, distribution of print materials, and an interactive Website. It will provide
direct information, referral, case management, individual advocacy, and support to parents and professionals, and
will respond to help-line reference queries. Training will be provided in English and Spanish to parents and pro-
fessionals so that they can advocate effectively on behalf of children with special needs. Workshops will build
working knowledge and capacity to act regarding IDEA and related laws and systems. The project’s Center
without Walls will be expanded to reach, train, and serve hundreds of unserved and underserved parents annually
and build the capacity of community-based organization staff to refer and assist their constituencies. The project
will also develop networks and links to expand access to information for parents and professionals, encourage
collaboration, and promote systemic advocacy through coordination with local, state, and federal agencies.

Products: As a result of this project, parents will have access to the information and direct assistance they need
in order to communicate with the teachers and other professionals involved with their children. Parents and pro-
fessionals will receive training that helps them understand the systems, services, and options available to them;
and parents, professionals, organizations, and agencies will be able to increase their capacity to act on behalf of
children with disabilities.

— e —
———— —r———— ———

Grant Number: H328M010034
Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Archie, Cassandra Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Advocacy Center, Inc. Ending Date. 9/30/06
277 Alexander St., Suite 500

Rochester, NY 14607-1920 ' OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 716-546-1700; Fax: 716-546-7069 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: archie@advocacycenter.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will allow the Advocacy Center to continue to provide training, information, and outreach
to parents of infants, toddlers, and school-age children with the full range of disabilities in upstate New York,
and to the professionals who work with them. The program design is a service model that subcontracts with
community partners to provide training, advocacy, and outreach guided by the Center, parent advocacy advisors,
and legal resources.

Method: The project will provide training and workshops for the collaboration of parents, school districts, and
service providers to build partnerships to meet the needs of children with disabilities. It will provide informa-
tion, referral, and advocacy to parents and will disseminate information through its subcontractors and through
its Website. Outreach activities will be extended to parents in rural and urban counties of upstate New York who
have not yet accessed services and are unaware of the provisions of IDEA. The project will establish communi-
ty partnerships in upstate New York.

Products: Through this project, parents and professionals will gain an increased awareness of available services
and a continuation of provision of services, and as a result of information and training provided, they will
become more involved as advocates for services for their children and improve their relationship with schools.
They will become aware of and access mediation and will form regional networks for sharing information, advo-
cacy, and support. Other benefits from the program include increased early identification of children with dis-
abilities, an increased number of rural and minority parents receiving information and training, and a coordinat-
ed statewide parent training and development network.
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Grant Number: H328M010036
Parent Training and Information Center for Military Families

Project Director: Hebdon, Heather Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Washington PAVE Ending Date: 9/30/04
6316 S. 12th St.

Tacoma, WA 98465 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 253-565-2266; Fax: 253-566-8052 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: hhebdon@washingtonpave.com E-mail: donna fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: The STOMP (Specialized Training of Military Parents) Project has been developed to provide a greatly
underserved population—military parents—with the needed support and resources to increase their ability to
effectively advocate for their children with disabilities.

Method: The STOMP Project has a three-tiered approach. Families will be able to work with staff who have
experience serving within the military, and who have children who are Exceptional Family Member Program
participants. This support will be provided through one-on-one assistance directly on the phone, in person, via
e-mail, or via regular mail services. Secondly, the project will provide a listserv, a public relations video, and
other videos to assist families and professionals. Finally, the project staff will provide an annual “train-the-train-
er” conference for teams consisting of a military parent, military professional, and project representative, which
will enable them to return to their installation and assist other families. The project will add two regional staff
members in order to more effectively serve its widespread population.

Products: Through these efforts, the STOMP project will implement a model that provides effective training and
‘support for military families, augments and enhances what STOMP is already able to do to support military fam-
ilies, and builds local capacity to provide or expand services for military families.

Grant Number: H328M010037
Training and Information for Parents of Children with Disabilities

Project Director: Erickson, Kathryn A. Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Pathfinder Services of North Dakota, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/06
1600 2nd Ave. SW, #19

Minot, ND 58701-3459 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 701-837-7500; Fax: 701-837-7548 . Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: erick@ndak.net E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: Through this project, the Pathfinder Family Center will reach low-income, underserved, and minority
parents, new parents, and parents with unidentified or inappropriately identified children with disabilities, prima-
rily from birth through age 5. The project will help parents to understand the law and procedural safeguards,
and to support decision-making for their children’s individual family service plans and individualized education
programs.

Method: Through public awareness activities, the project will promote and encourage awareness in the general
public about the need for services for children with disabilities and will inform parents of children and youth
with disabilities about IDEA and educational services available. Combined with this outreach, information and
referral resources developed by and collected by the Center will ensure that parents and professionals statewide
will be able to contact the Center for information and family support services for needs related to disability
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conditions, assessment, evaluation, and eligibility for special education and related services. The Center-will
provide support services and technical assistance to parents of children with disabilities, youth of transitional
age, other family members, and professionals in North Dakota communities. Through trainings and information-
al resources, parents will participate in the educational decision-making process for their children and will be
able to network with parent resource groups and organizations to learn how to effectively use procedural safe-
guards, alternative methods of dispute resolution, and effective transition planning.

Products: Outcomes include: increased awareness of the need for special education by parents, professionals,
and the general public; increased understanding of the nature and needs of disabling conditions; increased use of
parent training and information and referral services to identify and access services; increased understanding of
IDEA and procedura] safeguards; increased communication between parents and special and general educators;
and increased participation by parents in the educational decision-making process.

Grant Number: H328M010038
Northern California Coalition Parent Training and Information Center

Project Director: Peterson, Mary Ellen Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Parents Helping Parents, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
3041 Olcott St. ‘

Santa Clara, CA 95054-3222 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 408-727-5775; Fax: 408-727-0182 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: maryellen@php.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: This project has the following goals: 1) provide information and training to parents, especially under-
served parents, so they can ensure positive educational outcomes for their children with disabilities; 2) further
develop and establish networks of parents in Northern California to assist families who have children with spe-
cial needs in their communities; and 3) increase the understanding of parents and professionals regarding IDEA,
including the mandate for least restrictive environment. These goals are intended to expand services to families

who have not yet received training and information services, and to reach previously trained parents with updat-
ed and expanded materials.

Method: The project will conduct the following activities: 1) in-depth information and individual consultation
for parents regarding specific concerns about their children’s disabilities, special education programs, and related
issues; 2) provision of books, videotapes, information packets, newsletters, and other resources to parents; 3)
public awareness activities and presentations; 4) IEP, transition, and positive behavior supports trainings/work-
shops; 5) technical assistance in understanding Altemnative Dispute Resolution (ADR) and mediation; 6) dissemi-
nation of information on changes in federal and state laws; 7) on-line discussions and World Wide Web sites; 8)
serving on boards, committees, and task forces of other agencies; and 9) collaboration with all eleven PTICs

funded throughout California to build a2 comprehensive system of training, information, and support for families
of children with disabilities.

Products: The project anticipates that parents will have the following outcomes as a result of its services: 1) bet-
ter understand the nature and needs of the disabling conditions of their children with disabilities; 2) receive fol-

low-up support for the educational programs for their children with disabilities; 3) communicate more effective-
ly with special and regular educators, administrators, related services personnel, and other relevant professionals;

4) participate fully in educational decision-making processes; and 5) understand the provisions for educating
children with disabilities under IDEA.

———
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Grant Number: H328M010039
SEAC Parent Assistance Center

Project Director: Blades, Carol R. Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Special Education Action Committee, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/06
600 Bel Air Blvd., Suite 210

Mobile, AL 36606-3501 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 251-478-1208; Fax.: 251-473-7877 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: seacofmobile@zebra.net E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will continue the work of the Special Education Action Committee (SEAC), which is a
statewide parent assistance center that provides information, training, and support for families of at-risk children
throughout the state of Alabama.

Method: The project will provide one-to-one assistance to individuals in person and via telephone, newsletters,
email, and the project Website. It will develop workshops and conferences to train participants in special educa-
tion awareness and in special topics. Outreach to underserved families will be provided using a flexible infor-
mation and training program, including a parent empowerment video workshop, interactive materials for individ-
ual or group use, and expanded multimedia and collaboration with state and local agencies and organizations
serving families in rural and inner cities throughout the state. A community-based outreach network of parent
educators will be developed using the trainer-of-trainers model.

Products: This project will provide Alabama parents of children with disabilities with the information and train-
ing necessary to ensure their full participation in planning, implementing, and monitoring their child’s individu-
alized education program; will increase their understanding of educational problems, issues, and effective strate-
gies; will enable them to participate fully in educational decision-making processes, including the development
of their child’s individualized education program; and will help them obtain information about the range of
options, program services, and resources available.

Grant Number: H328M010040
The Parents’ Place of Maryland:
A Resource Center for Families of Children with Disabilities

Project Director: Thomas, Josie Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Parents’ Place of Maryland, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/06
7484 Candlewood Road, Suite S

Hanover, MD 21076 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 410-859-5300; Fax: 410-859-5301 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: info@ppmd.org E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: The Parents’ Place of Maryland aims to enhance the ability of persons with disabilities to participate as
fully as possible in home, school, and community life, through the provision of education, information, referral,
technical assistance, and support activities designed for parents and families of persons with disabilities.

Method: The Parents’ Place will assist parents in understanding their role in school reform at the local and state
levels. The project will place emphasis on services to parents residing in minority communities and in the three
communities that comprise the Baltimore City Empowerment Zones, through services provided by two outreach
specialists focusing on African American and Latino communities. The Parents’ Place staff will also work to
increase community capacity to improve services for youth with disabilities in the juvenile justice system.
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Products: Parents’ Place staff will provide a diverse range of individual assistance, education and training, and
information and referral services to parents both in their regions and across the state of Maryland. The services
of The Parents’ Place will be made available to all Maryland parents or family members of children with disabil-
ities regardless of gender, race, national origin, color, disability, age, or socioeconomic status. Parent education
and other activities will be tailored to these differences.
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84.029R
Technical Assistance to Parent

Grant Number: H029R970002
Technical Assistance Alliance for Parent Centers

Project Director: Goldberg, Paula F.; Jamison, Sharman Beginning Date: 10/01/97
PACER Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
8161 Normandale Blvd.

Minneapolis, MN 55437-1044 : OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 952-838-9000; Fax: 952-838-0190 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: pgoldberg@pacer.org E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Website: http://www.pacer.org

Purpose: This project of the PACER Center intends to establish The Technical Assistance Alliance for Parent
Centers to assist families of infants, toddlers, children, and youth with disabilities. It will create a technical
assistance delivery system to enable parent centers to better meet the growing needs of the families of children
and youth with disabilities that they serve.

Method: The project will develop technology for online access and for the creation of a communications net-
work for the delivery and collection of information. It will construct an administrative structure with a cultural
awareness to increase cultural competency and accessibility in its publications and technical assistance activities.
Through its electronic network, conferences, meetings, and dissemination efforts, the project will build collabo-
rative relationships with stakeholders, national clearinghouses, regional resource centers, other national dissemi-
nation projects, and with representatives of the business community and the media. It will assist parent centers
to develop outcome evaluation processes for their own activities and it will use technology to collect and sum-
marize outcome evaluation data to help document the collective impact of parent centers nationally.
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84.328C
Community Parent Resource Centers

Grant Number: H328C990004
Parent Training and Resource Center (PTRC)

Project Director: McCarty, Beverly Beginning Date.: 10/01/99
Advocacy Coalition for People with Disabilities Ending Date: 9/30/02
19 Hagood Avenue, Suite 910

PO Box 250822 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Charleston, SC 29412 Voice: 202-205-5045
Voice: 843-792-3025 E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

E-mail: mecartyb@musc.edu

Purpose: The Parent Training and Resource Center (PTRC) will assist parents to better understand the nature
and needs of the disabling condition of their children, provide follow-up support for the educational programs of
their children, and help parents communicate more effectively with special and regular educators and other serv-
ice professionals. Parents will be able to participate fully in educational decision-making processes, including
the development of the Individualized Education Program, and learn about the range of options, programs, serv-
ices, and resources available at various levels for parents and children with disabilities.

Method: To accomplish its goals, the project will: formally collaborate with the Medical University of South
Carolina; develop four comprehensive resource centers, three of which will be in the community; produce a
quarterly newsletter for parents, families, educators, and service providers; establish an ongoing liaison with a
network of parents and others concerned with families with special needs, particularly low-incidence conditions;
host an annual conference; develop a parent caretaker manual and offer ongoing training workshops; and con-
duct extensive training of parent mentors. '

Products: The project’s newsletter will provide information on IDEA, community activities, available supports
and services, and endeavors associated with project goals, in particular, promotion of the activities and services
of local parent support groups. The project will create a Website with information about available services and it
will publish a comprehensive manual that highlights essential aspects of the special education process. IDEA
workshops will be offered to review essential issues. Parent mentors will be trained by the project to work with
and support parents and families through the IEP process.
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Grant Number: H328C990017
Parents Empowering Parents: A Community Parent Resource Center To Educate
and Assist Parents of Children with Special Needs To Access Education (Under
IDEA) and Other Community Resources

Project Director: Lomely-Baker, Nina Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Families A.C.T. Ending Date: 9/30/02
1403 Perry

Wichita, KS 67203 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 316-685-1821; Fax: 316-685-0768 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: nina@mhasck.org E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: Families Assisting Children Together (Families A.C.T.) will assist parents in accessing information
and training for daily problem solving and coping. It will help parents understand and utilize the procedural
safeguards available under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), including mediation and due
process. Through the project, parents will be able to access a wide range of community resources for their chil-
dren, learn more about their disabilities, and communicate more effectively with professionals providing servic-
es.

Method: The project will offer parents the following assistance in the implementation of PEP (Parents
Empowering Parents): information and assistance in accessing screening and assessment for children (including
infants and toddlers), day care, attendant and/or respite care, and other health-related services; parent education
and support through parent-to-parent assistance; participation by staff with families in Individualized Education
Program meetings, due process hearings, and mental health wraparound sessions; and increased public and fami-
ly awareness through newsletters and community education seminars.

Products: In addition to its parent assistance activities, Families A.C.T. will establish a parent advisory commit-
tee that will study and participate in school reform efforts and support collaboration with other parent groups.
The committee will also participate in detailed training on IDEA with the goal of strengthening and increasing
the role of parents and providing better services for their children with special needs. The project will develop a
Parent Empowering Manual to help parents find resources and services in the community and to clarify the self-
advocacy process so that it can be used most effectively.

Grant Number: H328C990044
Parent to Parent Power: A Community Parent Resource Center for Asian Families

Project Director: Link, Yvone Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Parent to Parent Power Ending Date: 9/30/02
1118 S. 142nd Street ’

Tacoma, WA 98444 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 253-531-2022; Fax: 253-538-1126 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: yvone_link@yahoo.com; p2ppower@yahoo.com E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Website: http://p2ppower.org

Purpose: Parent to Parent Power, a community-based parent information and support program for Asian families
in Washington state, is designed to develop empowering educational partnerships on behalf of children and
youth with disabilities and to reduce both cultural and educational barriers to services for Asian parents of chil-
dren with disabilities. It will increase the awareness of Asian parents in the Tacoma, Washington, area about its
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services and provide culturally relevant training about disabilities, resources, parent rightsvand responsibilities
under IDEA, and mediation, so that parents can learn to be empowered educational advocates for their children.
It will prepare parents to serve as parent mentors to help expand the capacity of the project.

Method: Specifically, the project will provide broad family support through a 24-hour telephone line, a “wel-
coming room” where parents can come at any time during the week or weekend, home visits with parents who
share their culture, educational workshops on advocacy topics, and parent-to-parent mentor programs to provide
ongoing and personalized support.

Products: The project will develop a Community Information Network and host monthly meetings to help
increase the number of interagency referrals in the community. It will also host annual workshops for Asian par-
ents on disability-related topics. Families will be assisted in dealing with linguistic diversities by having readily
available translations of important information on family issues, disabilities, and special education. Interpreters
will be provided at important family, school, and community meetings. Through the outreach efforts of the proj-
ect, it is expected that approximately 600 families will be served over the three years of the grant.

Grant Number: H328C000021
Urban Pride: Empowering Families of Children with Disabilities
in Traditionally Underserved Communmities

Project Director: Spinkston, Charlotte R.; Kennedy, Carol Ann Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Urban Pride/IPEST Ending Date: 9/30/03
1472 Tremont

Roxbury Crossing, MA 02120 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 617-445-3191; Fax: 617-445-6309 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: cspinkston@hotmail.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: Urban Partnerships and Resources for Information on Disability and Education (Urban PRIDE) of
Roxbury, Massachusetts, in collaboration with Island Parent Educational Support and Training (IPEST) Center
of Martha’s Vineyard, two grassroots community-based parent groups that share a primary commitment to tradi-
tionally un/under-served multicultural families and other caregivers who have children with disabilities and self
advocates, will establish a community parent resource center serving urban and rural families.

Method: The project will provide information, training, and a broad range of supports for parents and other care-
givers of infants, toddlers, children, and young adults with disabilities and self-advocates in Roxbury and
Martha’s Vineyard to: support their ability to participate fully in educational decision-making processes; and
obtain information and access the range of options, programs, services, and resources available at the local, state,
and national level for children with disabilities and their families. Additionally, the project will mentor Parent
Associates to expand the capacity of the project to serve families. Five major goals of this project are the fol-
lowing: 1) design outreach and collaborative activities to enable parents, other caregivers, young adults with dis-
abilities, and professionals to access information and training and support services offered by Urban '
PRIDE/IPEST and to be mutually supportive; 2) design and provide high quality, comprehensive, and accessible
information, training, and support services to traditionally underserved families and other caregivers of children
with disabilities and transition-aged young adults with disabilities living in the targeted communities to increase
their capacity to participate effectively in achieving quality educational outcomes and the full benefits of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 1997; 3) organize, develop, train, and support a network of Parent
Associates to extend the reach of the project into traditionally underserved communities; 4) provide a system of
flexible supports and assistance for families to help them access services and negotiate the service system maze; .
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and 5) expand the expertise and capacity of urban and rural multicultural organizations to develop their capacity
to serve the needs of people with disabilities within the context of their service systems.

Products: The results of the project will be: 1) the development of comprehensive approaches to address the
identified information, training, and support needs of families of children with disabilities and transition-aged
youth within and across the target communities; 2) increased cohesion and expansion of family and community
supports for the education and transition of students with disabilities; 3) increased strategic interactions of
child/family serving agencies on behalf of families and children with disabilities through the establishment of a
network of community-based, state, and national organizations; and 4) an increase in the number of parents and
other caregivers and self-advocates participating in educational decision-making processes including the devel-
opment of IEPs, IFSPs, and transition plans in the target communities.

Grant Number: H328C000022
Education for Parents of American Indian Children with Special Needs

Project Director: Gorospe, Martha Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Southwest Communication Resources EPICS Project Ending Date: 9/30/03
P.O. Box 788

Bernalillo, NM 87004 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 505-867-3396; Fax: 505-867-3398 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: epics@swcr.org E-mail: jan harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: The EPICS Project (Education for Parents of Indian Children with Special Needs) will establish an
innovative program which will provide local parent training and information to underserved American Indian
parents who live in urban and reservation communities in New Mexico. The overarching goal of the project is
to empower parents from the time of their child’s birth through all levels of the educational system. The project
will ensure that parents whose children have special needs or disabilities will receive information that increases
their understanding of and access to the educational benefits of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA). Many of the Indian parents to be served through this project have limited English proficiency, experi-
ence racial or cultural bias, and lack access to information technology. These factors create significant barriers
that inhibit their understanding of the rules, requirements, and procedures used by educational institutions and
health care systems.

Method: The project will provide comprehensive and culturally appropriate training, information, and support
services to families of infants, toddlers, and youths with disabilities who live in traditionally un/underserved
American Indian reservation communities in New Mexico. The planned outcomes for parents will be increased
knowledge and skills which will enable them to: 1) understand their children’s special needs; 2) provide follow-
up support for the educational programs of their children with disabilities; 3) communicate more effectively with
special and regular educational personnel and other relevant professionals; 4) participate more fully with
providers in the educational decision-making process, securing the services that are guaranteed to them under
IDEA,; 5) obtain information about the range of services and resources available at national, state, and local lev-
els to children with disabilities and their families; 6) understand the provisions for educating children with dis-
abilities under IDEA 1997; and 7) participate in school reform activities.

Products: The project will actively collaborate and coordinate with school systems, state agencies, health care
providers, and parent and consumer organizations at local, regional, and national levels. During the second and
third year of the project, it is anticipated that elements of the project’s training model will be replicated by edu-
cational, health, and social service organizations in ways that extend the reach of parent empowerment activities
to other Native American parents in New Mexico.
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: Grant Number: H328C000035
Family Information Network on Disabilities of Louisville (FIND of Louisville)

Project Director: Porter, Robin Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Council for Retarded Citizens of Jefferson County, Kentucky, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
1146 South Third Street

Louisville, KY 40203-2997 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 502-584-1239; Fax: 502-584-1261 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: info@council-crc.org E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: FIND of Louisville addresses the need to enhance the knowledge and skills of parents of children with
disabilities, to ensure their effective participation in decisions regarding educational and related services.
Louisville/Jefferson County is Kentucky’s most urban area and contains significant populations of parents from
historically underserved groups—low-income, minority, and immigrants with limited-English-speaking capabili-
ties. FIND of Louisville expands an existing parent outreach program to provide targeted information, training,
and parent-to-parent support that engages parents in appropriate roles as provided in Sections B and C of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). While the project scope encompasses the whole of
Jefferson County, attention 1s particularly focused on areas of the county containing significant populations of
underserved parents, including those neighborhoods in the federally-designated Louisville Enterprise
Community.

Method: FIND of Louisville is designed to attain three broad goals: 1) enhance knowledge and skills of parents
of children with disabilities; 2) form community networks of parents to provide ongoing support and advocacy;
and 3) build the capacity of existing organizations and agencies to appropriately address issues of disability in
their work with parents. The project builds upon an emerging local infrastructure that connects persons in
depressed areas of the city and county with needed resources and services. It operates through neighborhood-
based community centers and school-based family resource centers to identify parents of children with disabili-
ties, connect parents with a support network of “Parent Partners”, disseminate information packets addressing
parents’ questions, and provide focused training on issues identified by parents as priorities.

Products: In addition to parent training and information dissemination activities, the project will conduct leader-
ship training to build a cadre of local parents who conduct training, support and advocacy activities, and orienta-
tion sessions to acquaint agency personnel with issues and barriers facing parents of children with disabilities.

Grant Number: H328C000044
A Homegrown Rural Recipe for Parent Involvement in Special Education —
Serving Rural Families in the Appalachian Region of Pennsylvania

Project Director: Walker, Gail Beginning Date: 10/01/00
Mentor Parent Program, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
P. O. Box 47

Pittsfield, PA 16340 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 814-563-3470; Fax: 814-563-3445 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: gal97@penn.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: The Mentor Parent Program will achieve the following: 1) provide information and training to parents
of children with disabilities to enable them to participate more fully and effectively with professionals in meet-
ing the educational needs of their children; 2) provide training to parents of children with disabilities who will,
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in turn, act as Mentor Parents in the delivery of services for this program; and 3) provide in-service training
and/or information to educators and service providers about the needs and rights of parents of children with dis-
abilities.

Method: The Mentor Parent Program, a community-based parent program serving the rural economically and
educationally disadvantaged population of the Appalachian region of northwest and northcentral Pennsylvania,
has been addressing the problems of reaching parents who are impoverished, undereducated, often illiterate, and
geographically isolated because of the rural region where they live. The program serves parents and families
who have children (ages birth through 21) with developmental disabilities. The program provides a means to
extend a comprehensive menu of services to a community that is drastically underserved by providing the fol-
lowing assistance through training, information dissemination, and one-to-one mentoring: 1) help parents under-
stand the nature of their child’s disability and their educational and developmental needs; 2) communicate effec-
tively with personnel providing special education, early intervention, and related services; 3) participate in deci-
sion-making processes and the development of IEPs and IFSPs; 4) obtain appropriate information about the
range of options, programs, services, and resources available; 5) understand the provisions of IDEA; and 6) par-
ticipate in school reform activities.

Products: The Mentor Parent Program will provide direct services to 1,050 families. Parents and families of
children with developmental disabilities will become empowered to become full and active participants in the
mutual determination of their child’s educational programming.

Grant Number: H328C010001
PADDA Community Parent Resource Center

Project Director: Jacob, Mark M. Beginning Date: 10/01/01
People with Attentional & Developmental Disabilities Association Ending Date: 9/30/03
813 Forrest Dr., Suite 3

Newport News, VA 236064513 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 757-591-9119; Fax: 757-591-8990 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: sigS5@erols.com E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: This Community Parent Resource Center will provide training, support, and information in advocacy
for early intervention and special education to a diverse group of underserved parents in the Hampton
Roads/Tidewater area of Virginia. This area includes two Enterprise communities (Norfolk and Portsmouth) and
an Empowerment Zone (Norfolk). The project will focus on the needs of families from the 14 military installa-
tions in the Hampton Roads area and families whose children have become involved with the juvenile justice
system.

Method: The resource center of the People with Attentional & Developmental Disabilities Association will serve
the parents of infants, toddlers, and children with a full range of disabilities by helping parents to effectively use
procedural safeguards, communicate effectively with service providers, participate in decision-making processes
in the development of IEPs and IFSPs, and understand the provisions of IDEA. The project will also encourage
parents to use mediation; and will network with national, state, and local organizations and agencies.

Products: PADDA will conduct workshops to train parents in understanding special education services and their
rights; present an annual conference on developmental disabilities and special education; present monthly semi-
nars; and accompany parents of children with disabilities through the special education process.

—
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Grant Number: H328C010002
Family Resource Center Project

Project Director: Clark, Joyce; Totok, Sherry Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Down Syndrome Association of San Diego ‘ Ending Date. 9/30/03
P.O. Box 881883

San Diego, CA 92168 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 619-276-4494; Fax: 619-276-4494 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: dsad@earthlink.net E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: The Family Resource Center Project (FRCP) is a partnership between the Down Syndrome Association
of San Diego and the Exceptional Family Resource Center designed to establish a collaborative family-centered
model of support using a multicultural, multilingual approach in providing resources, training, and information
to underserved populations. The project will expand service and outreach to the targeted population, which is
families with low socioeconomic status and limited English proficiency.

Method: The project will provide parent-to-parent support and dissemination of information and resources by
parents of children with disabilities. Culturally competent services, supports, individualized assistance, and
training opportunities will be offered to help parents understand how to effectively access and use the education-
al system and supports created by IDEA. To facilitate maximum outreach to families who are isolated, a
“mobile” outreach resource component will be developed to offer one-on-one support, information, resources,
and individualized training opportunities. '

Products: The project will provide targeted families, special education and related services agencies, parent organ-
1zations, consumers, and professionals with opportunities to build individual and system-wide capacity to commu-
nicate more effectively, participate more equitably, and improve relationships between and among themselves.

Grant Number: H328C010006
Parent Support Team

. Project Director: Sakwa, Diane Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Families Involved Together, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
2219 Maryland Avenue
Baltimore, MD 212185627 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 410-235-5222; Fax: 410-235-4222 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: diane@familiesinvolved.org E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: This project of Families Involved Together (FIT) will develop a peer support organization for parents
of children with special needs who have low economic or minority status. FIT will provide support, education,
and advocacy to these families, with an emphasis on special education.

Method: The project provides services through support groups, educational workshops, an annual conference, a
newsletter, participation in the citywide Special Education Advocacy Project coalition, phone support, communi-
ty advocacy, and other specialized projects. FIT provides families with the tools they would otherwise never
receive but very much need in order to cope with their child’s disability and come prepared to plan as equal part-
ners for their child’s care and treatment. FIT engages and prepares parents to form partnerships with educators,
implement their role as parents, and resolve conflict as established by IDEA standards.
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Products: Expected outcomes for families and professionals will be increased knowledge and skill levels in the
areas of communication between parents and educators and other professionals; legal rights of families of chil-
dren with disabilities; methods of fostering consistent and knowledgeable participation by parents in the deci-
sion-making process regarding education of their children; ongoing vigilance and partnering to ensure that edu-
cational programs are implemented appropriately; and maintaining awareness of available resources for children,
parents, and school personnel.

Grant Number: H328C010007
Burke County Parent Resource Center

Project Director: Dieter, Vickie Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Hope Network Ending Date: 9/30/03
300 Enola Road '

Morganton, NC 28655 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 828-433-2661; Fax: 828-438-6457 : Voice: 202-205-5045

E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will establish the Burke County Parent Resource Center which, in collaboration with com-
munity programs and organizations, will provide parent training and information to families of infants, children,
and youth with disabilities. The Center will focus specifically on Hispanic, Hmong, and low-income parents
who are traditionally underserved.

Method: Center efforts will focus on activities that-enable parents to participate more effectively in helping their
children with disabilities to achieve developmental goals in early intervention or school and to be prepared to
lead productive, independent adult lives. This will be accomplished by providing training and information in a
culturally sensitive and appropriate manner, assisting parents to understand procedural safeguards, helping par-
ents better understand their children’s disabilities and educational needs, and promoting parents’ abilities to
communicate effectively with personnel responsible for providing early intervention, special education, and
related services. The project will also focus on increasing parent decision-making involving development and
implementation of their children’s IFSPs or IEPs, increasing awareness and use of a broad range of community
resources, promoting parents’ understanding of IDEA, and increasing parents’ participation in school reform
activities.

Products: Project activities will help increase the targeted parents’ knowledge and skills to influence the provi-
sion of early intervention, special education, related services, and community resources. The project will work
with professionals to improve their ability to engage families who are Hispanic, Hmong, or have low economic
status in obtaining needed resources. These two focuses will help build local capacity to expand and improve
services to underserved populations as they are enabled to participate more effectively in helping their children
with developmental disabilities.
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Grant Number: H328C010015
United We Stand: A Community Parent Resource Center

Project Director: Rivera-Putz, Lourdes Beginning Date: 10/01/01
United We Stand of New York Ending Date: 9/30/04
312 South 3rd Street :

Brooklyn, NY 11211 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 718-302-4313; Fax: 718-302-4315 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: uwsofny@aol.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will build on the resources of United We Stand (UWS), a community-based parent support
program to serve culturally diverse families with children with disabilities in Brooklyn, New York. Directed and
staffed by parents who reside in the community, the program provides information and support as well as direct
assistance in meeting life needs to culturally diverse families who have a child with a disability, so that the par-
ents can become more knowledgeable about the needs of their child and their rights and responsibilities under
IDEA.

Method: UWS will build on its existing services and supports to better meet the needs of the unserved and
underserved parents with children and youth with disabilities who require assistance in meeting their basic life
needs to be in a position to participate in decisions about services for their children. The project will provide
these parents with culturally relevant training, support, and information about disabilities, positive behavioral
support strategies, disability resources, and parents’ rights and responsibilities under IDEA. It will train and sup-
port parents who wish to serve as parent trainers or parent support group facilitators. In-service training oppor-
tunities will be provided through workshops and conferences for providers to enhance their understanding of the
needs and realities of underserved culturally diverse families who have children with disabilities and strategies
for enhancing the support they provide to these families.

Products: UWS is expected to serve 300 families in year one of the grant, 1,400 families in year two, and 600
families in year three. UWS will provide culturally and linguistically appropriate ongoing informationa!l and
emotional support to parents about disabilities, resources, parental rights and responsibilities, mediation, school
reform issues, cultural diversity, self-esteem, and positive behavioral support strategies to enable them to partici-
pate as partners in educational decision-making for their children.

Grant Number: H328C010017
Providing Community-Based Parent Information and Suppert to Latino Parents
Who Have Children with Disabilities

Project Director: Perez, Ana M. Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Discapacitados Abriendose Caminos : Ending Date: 9/30/04
608 Smith Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55107 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 651-293-1748; Fax: 651-293-1744 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: marlui@ix.netcom.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will build on existing services of Discapacitados Abriendose Caminos (DAC), a commu-
nity-based parent support program that serves Latino families who have children with disabilities in St. Paul,
Minnesota. DAC provides information and support, as well as assistance in meeting life needs, to Latino
families who have a child with a disability, so that parents will be more knowledgeable about the needs of their
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families who have a child with a disability, so that parents will be more knowledgeable about the needs of their
child and about their rights and responsibilities under IDEA.

Method: The project will inform more Latinos in the community about its services and will provide culturally
relevant training for these families, information for their participation as partners in educational decision-mak-
ing, and training for some to become support parents,

Products: DAC will serve 125 families in the first year, 150 families in year 2, and 200 families in the third year
of the grant. Each family will receive assistance with basic life needs to enable them to focus on the disability-
related needs of their children. They will receive culturally and linguistically appropriate informational and
emotional support to help them participate as partners in educational decision-making for their child and to assist
in growing professionally through training to become support parents.

Grant Number: H328C010018
Community Parent Resource Center Serving the Denver Enterprise Community

Project Director: Miller, Jerri Beginning Date: 10/01/01
PEAK Parent Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/03
611 N. Weber, Suite 200

Colorado Springs, CO 80918 OSEP Contact: Peggy Cvach
Voice: 303-864-1900; Fax: 303-864-0035 Voice: 202-205-9807
E-mail: jmiller@peakparent.org - E-mail: peggy.cvach@ed.gov

Website: http.//www.peakparent.org

Purpose: This project will ensure that underserved parents of children with disabilities who live within the
Denver Enterprise Community, including low-income parents, parents of children with limited English proficien-
cy, and parents with disabilities, have the training and information they need to enable them to become strong
advocates for their children.

Method: The project will work directly with families to increase their knowledge of special education law and
school reform, and will also work with community agencies that provide other human services to underserved
families to help them in understanding IDEA and promoting full participation in community life for youth and
adults with disabilities. Specific activities will include: 1) conduct outreach to public schools and agencies that
serve underserved families; 2) provide intensive training, coaching, and mentoring on IDEA to families and staff
at key grassroots agencies within the Denver Enterprise Community; 3) develop training curricula and materials
on topics related to helping families become strong advocates for their children, and translate these materials ~
into Vietnamese and Spanish; and 4) provide intensive one-to-one assistance to underserved families in their
native language.

Products: The project will develop culturally relevant materials and will conduct 20 trainings on such topics as
parents’ roles in school improvement and working through conflict in the educational system.
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Grant Number: H328C010019
Community Parent Resource Center

Project Director: Endress, Sue Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Wisconsin Family Assistance Center for Education, Training, and Support, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/04
2714 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Dr.

Milwaukee, WI 53212 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 414-374-4645; Fax: 414-374-4655 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: wifacets@execpc.com E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: The Wisconsin Family Assistance Center for Training, Education, and Support (FACETS) will provide
training and information to low-income and minority families of children with disabilities who live in
Milwaukee. The project is designed to provide culturally sensitive services that recognize and respect the fami-
lies’ individuality and identity. Through close association and collaboration with community groups and organi-
zations, the project will provide an array of services such as peer support, training and information, resource
sharing, and leadership building.

Method: Through parent support groups, the project will cnable parents to better understand the nature of their
children’s disabilities and their educational and developmental needs. The project will provide workshops to
enable parents to communicate more effectively with personnel responsible for providing services to their chil-
dren and to participate more fully in the decision-making process and the development of IEPs and IFSPs,
Information dissemination will provide information about the range of options, programs, services, and
resources available to assist children with disabilities and their families.

Products: The project will provide information on IDEA and other disability issues and will train parents to
become parent leaders in their communities, in order to provide parents of children with disabilities the knowl-
edge, skills, information, and support they need to fully participate in the decision-making process about their
children’s education so that the children can be prepared to lead productive independent adult lives to the maxi-
mum extent possible,

Grant Number: H328C010021
Community Parent Resource Center

Project Director: Glenn, Catherine Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Inter Island Parent Coalition for Change/VI FIND Ending Date: 9/30/04
Country Hills Project

2 Nye Gade OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
St. Thomas, VI 00802 Voice.: 202-205-8688
Voice: 340-774-1662; Fax: 340-774-1662 E-mail: jan harlow@ed.gov

E-mail: vi_find@islands.vi

Purpose: The Virgin Islands Family Information Network on Disabilities (VI FIND), the only parent training
and information center in the U.S. Virgin Islands, trains and provides information to parents, teachers, related
agencies, service providers, and the general population about students with disabilities and their needs and rights
under IDEA.

Method: Training workshops will reach over 750 parents of children with disabilities who have never been tar-
geted before, from those with infants and toddlers with developmental delays through those with school-age
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children with disabilities on all three islands. The project will identify, target, reach, and assess 120 parents of
children with disabilities who live in isolated and unserved areas of the Virgin Islands. It will provide individu-
alized materials and support services to parents of 120 toddlers and preschool children with developmental
delays in target areas and conduct specific outreach programs for the Spanish-speaking communities. It will also
provide training to parents in effective communications skills so they can better understand and seek their rights
under IDEA. A dozen parents each year will be trained to serve as group leaders, parent trainers, and advocates.

Products: The main outcome of the project will be continued and expanded services to parents of children with
disabilities, provided through direct referrals, on-going individual help, training in advocacy and problem-solv-
ing skills, mediation, and follow-through on issues related to the needs of their disabled children. Special atten-
tion will be given to reach parents who live in very remote and isolated parts of the islands. Outreach will be
accomplished by dissemination of brochures and radio public service announcements. In addition, the project
will reach out to local schools and special education teachers and the community at large.

Grant Number: H328C010028
All Our Children — A Proposal to Establish the Northeast Washington Resource
Center for Parents of Children with Disabilities

Project Director: Thorngate, Paula Beginning Date: 10/01/01
All Our Children Ending Date: 9/30/03
34515 N. Newport Hwy.

Chattaroy, WA 990039734 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 509-238-2198; Fax: 509-464-8365 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: perdued@riversidesd.org E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will support a parent training and information center at All Our Children, a community
service organization made up of parents of children with disabilities, special services professionals, and con-
cerned community members located in rural Northeast Washington state. The project will be centered at the
main campus of rural Riverside Schools and will build cost-effective local capacity.

Method: Professionals will train experienced parents of children with disabilities to serve as mentors, communi-
ty outreach workers, and information specialists. Priority will be given to building and disseminating a grass-
roots alternative dispute resolution system. Staffed by parents of children with disabilities and others with dis-
abilities, the center will serve as a portal to special services in cooperating districts and to a full network of pri-
vate and public agencies. Underserved parents of children with disabilities will be referred by project partners to
the center for information and support. These parents will also serve as outreach workers because the isolation
produced by extremely rural areas requires proactive engagement.

Products: The project will expand a grassroots, participatory resource center where parents can fully participate
in professional planning, evaluation, placement, and delivery of services. It will build networks and share infor-
mation in various media to empower parents in the various and essential aspects of their children’s social, educa-
tional, and economic lives and to develop the parents’ abilities to understand and use alternative forms and
methods of dispute resolution. The center will feature its own web page, computers to enable parents to access
information and services, video projects and theatre produced by local students with disabilities, and a full com-
plement of printed information.
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Grant Number: H328C010029
Community Parent Resource Center

Project Director: Garcia, Isabel Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Parent to Parent of Miami, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/04
9040 Sunset Drive, Suite G

Miami, FL 33173 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 305-271-9797; Fax: 305-271-6628 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: PtoP_1086(@aol.com E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will continue and expand the resources of Parent to Parent of Miami, which has the goal
of building and sustaining an active network of parents whose common interests in their children binds them
together to help their children achieve their highest potential and live independently. The organization works to
empower families of children with disabilities by providing peer support, training, information and referral,
emergency assistance, and advocacy.

Method: The project will continue its outreach to the community, particularly to African American families with
children with disabilities and to fathers who have children with disabilities. The project will develop more coop-
erative interagency agreements to provide parent training and support to address the needs of children with dis-
abilities and it will serve as a non-biased and independent liaison between parents and personnel responsible for
providing education, intervention, and related services. It will advocate for families in the development and
implementation of IEPs and IFSPs and educate parents to understand and access early intervention services, pro-
cedural safeguards, and mediation processes. It will serve the chronically underserved and isolated populations
who face the most severe barriers to accessing resources and assistance, and it will provide technical assistance
to parent groups in other communities attempting to establish similar organizations.

Products: The project will increase the outreach efforts of Parent to Parent and provide support, training, and
leadership activities for families who have children with disabilities, with targeted outreach to families of
African-American descent. It will also develop a support group for fathers who have a child with a disability
and provide them with support, training, and leadership activities. Over 900 families in the Miami area each
year will receive information and technical assistance from one of the project’s family support parent trainers.

Grant Number: H328C010030
Hispanos Unidos para Ninos Excepcionales

Project Director: Hernandez, Luz A. Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Philadelphia HUNE, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/04
Buena Vista Plaza :

166 W. Lehigh Ave., Suite 101 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Philadelphia, PA 19133-3838 Voice: 202-205-9161
Voice: 215-425-6203; Fax: 215-425-6204 E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

E-mail: hupni@aol.com

Purpose: Hispanos Unidos para Ninos Excepcionales (HUNE) is a community parent resource center for
Hispanic parents of children with disabilities in the Philadelphia school district. This project aims to increase
knowledge and understanding of educational problems and issues by Hispanic parents of children with disabili-
ties, by strengthening their ability to be effective advocates for their children through intense training sessions
and workshops. These parents will then be able to assist other parents of children with disabilities.
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Method: HUNE will create a core team of ten parents of children with disabilities to help provide training and
support to 200 Hispanic parents with disabilities and parents of children with disabilities. 1t will establish a par-
ent support group, expand and improve services to parents, develop a training module on transition for parents in
English and Spanish, and provide training sessions on transition from school to independent living.

Products: Through the efforts of this project, the Hispanic community in the American Street Empowerment
Zone of Philadelphia will greatly increase its ability to address individual and systemic reform issues concerning
special education. The project will establish a Web site with bilingual information on the rights of children with
disabilities, which will link to other organizations serving children with disabilities in the Philadelphia area. The
project will train 30 professionals who serve Hispanic parents of children with disabilities and provide training
sessions, support, and updated information to parents. It will also publish newsletters that will include local,
statewide, and national bilingual information for parents.

——
——e—

Grant Number: H328C010031
Parents Supporting Parents Network’s Family Support Cooperative

Project Director: Padilla, Leticia Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Arc of Texas in the Rio Grande Valley Ending Date. 9/30/02
601 North Texas Bivd.

Weslaco, TX 78596 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 1-888-857-8688 Voice. 202-205-5045
E-mail: padillal@earthlink.net E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: The Arc of Texas in the Rio Grande Valley will develop a Family Support Cooperative in collaboration
with the Parents Supporting Parents Network and the Arc’s School Transition to Employment Project. The
Family Support Cooperative will provide opportunities for families in three Empowerment Zones (Delta,
Laguna, and Rio Grande) to obtain support and information to enable them to effectively help their children with
disabilities meet developmental goals and be prepared to lead productive lives in the community.

Method: The services of the Family Support Cooperative will help families to better understand the nature of
their children’s disabilities and their educational and developmental needs; to communicate effectively with
service providers; to participate in decision-making processes and 1EP/IFSP development; to obtain information
about the range of services and resources available; and to understand the provisions of IDEA.

Products: The Family Support Cooperative will: 1) provide 20 bifingual information seminars and workshops
for families; 2) coordinate or support three bilingual family support group meetings per quarter; 3) provide indi
vidual support and technical assistance by recruiting, training, and supporting five bilingual parents of children
with disabilities as volunteer parents; 4) provide bilingual information and referral services and written/audio
materials; and 5) coordinate two regional bilingual conferences.
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: Grant Number: H328C010033
Pacific QOutreach Partnership for Parent Empowerment (POPPE)

Project Director: Palsis, Canny Beginning Date: 10/01/01

Kosrae Special Parent Network ' Ending Date: 9/30/04
P.O. Box 224

Kosrae, FM 96944 OSEP Contact: Jan Harlow
Voice: 691-370-3032; Fax: 691-370-2232 Voice: 202-205-8688
E-mail: cpalsis@mail.fm E-mail: jan.harlow@ed.gov

Purpose: This project will maximize the use of the Kosrae Special Parent Network in providing outreach train-
ing, mentorship, technical assistance, support, and information services to minority, low-income, unserved, and
underserved parents and families of children with disabilities, including children with limited English proficien-
cy in four jurisdictions in the remote western Pacific.

Method: The project will work in partnership with the University of Hawaii’s Center on Disabilities Studies,
which has developed an extensive technical assistance network for parents and professionals in the outlying
areas of the Pacific. This combination of resources will provide a strong alliance to continue to build capacity
and capability for the developing network on the eight island states in the four partnering jurisdictions in the
western Pacific. Coordinators at each partnering site will be given training, technical assistance, mentorship,
and support. Parent Resource Specialists will be empowered to work with families of children with disabilities
in their home municipalities and villages to assist them to help their children to meet developmental goals and
standards and to prepare the children to lead productive adult lives.

Products: The project will develop the parent training centers in the eight states into strong, active organizations.
Parent Resource Specialists will be trained and empowered to actively assist parents to access needed informa-
tion. Ongoing parent training and support group meetings will be held at each site. An electronic communica-
tion network will be created for parents/families to access information and network with other sites, on the
islands and the mainland. Parents will be empowered to participate in the educational decision-making process
in regard to IEPs/IFSPs for their children, and all families will become aware of and understand the provisions
of IDEA and their due process rights.

Grant Number: H328C010034
EMPOWER—Educating Minority Parents: Opening
‘Windows to Educational Rights

Project Director: Johnson, Agnes Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Arc of Mississippi Ending Date: 9/30/02
PO Box 1733

Greenville, MS 38702-1733 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 662-332-4852; Fax: 662-332-1622 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: empower@tecinfo.com E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: EMPOWER will provide information, support, training, and technical assistance to families of children
with disabilities who reside in the Mississippi Delta Empowerment Zone, a six-county area where many of the
families have low socioeconomic status, low literacy, and limited educational background.
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Method: EMPOWER, working in collaboration with The Arc, Parent Partners, and LIFE, will promote change in
the Empowerment Zone through increased outreach to engage the targeted population, which includes a high
proportion of African-American families; additional and sustained support and technical assistance to assist par-
ents to meet their children’s needs; basic education programs that provide parents with a greater understanding
about the nature and scope of children’s disability-related needs; and self-help and advocacy workshops
designed to give parents the tools they need to obtain the full range of early intervention and special education
and related services to meet their children’s developmental needs. EMPOWER will collaborate with the Center
for Law and Education to provide technical assistance and training to address systemic issues denying or imped-
ing provision of high quality education and services to eligible children and youth with disabilities from birth
through 21. The project will also train advocates and provide technical assistance and support to ensure that
provisions of IDEA are implemented effectively.

Products: EMPOWER will provide training and technical assistance to at least 600 minority parents and chil-
dren and 750 professionals in the Empowerment Zone. Individual support and assistance will be provided to
200 families. Twelve trainings, featuring such information as the basic educational rights of students with dis-
abilities and IEP development, will be held, involving 150 parents and 50 professionals.

Grant Number: H328C010037
Parents United Together

Project Director: Cooper, Theresa Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Loving Your Disabled Child Ending Date: 9/30/04
4528 Crenshaw Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90043 OSEP Contact: Donna Fluke
Voice: 323-299-2925; Fax: 323-299-4373 Voice: 202-205-9161
E-mail: lydc@pacbell.net E-mail: donna.fluke@ed.gov

Purpose: This project is a collaboration among three community-based programs in the Los Angeles (California)
area that provide information and support to unserved and underserved families who have children with special
needs. This partnership will allow the programs to build on their successes, to expand their individualized and
culturally responsive training and information, and to enhance their own program capacity and visibility through
the sharing of resources, community linkages, and administrative support.

Method: The project will locate and establish trusting relationships with unserved and underserved minority par-
ents who have children with special needs, in order to assist them in receiving the training, information, and sup-
port they are entitled to under IDEA. The program will also provide training in cultural competence to person-
nel who provide services to underserved families in Los Angeles and Orange Counties.

Products: Through project activities, parents will be able to participate more fully in the implementation of
appropriate educational programming for their children with disabilities. Informational flyers in Vietnamese,
English, and Spanish will inform families about the project, and other bilingual materials on disabilities and
services will be developed and disseminated. Approximately 1,800 unserved and underserved families in and
around Los Angeles will benefit from direct and indirect involvement in project activities.
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Grant Number: H328C010038
Partners for Parents — A Collaborative Partnership to

Provide Training and Information to Parents of Children with
Disabilities Who Have Been Traditionally Underserved

Project Director: Tenenbaum, Norman Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Arc of Davidson County Ending Date: 9/30/04
1207 17th Ave. South :

Nashville, TN 37212 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 615-321-5699; Fax: 615-322-9184 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: ntenenbaum@arcdc.org E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: The Community Parent Resource Center of Nashville-Davidson County is a partnership among various
groups that provides information and training designed to enable parents of children with disabilities to effec-
tively help those children meet developmental goals and challenging standards that have been established for all
children in order to better prepare children with disabilities to lead productive, independent adult lives.

Method.: Services will be delivered in locations familiar to families, particularly in inner-city neighborhoods with
high concentrations of poverty and citizens from minority groups, some with limited English proficiency.
Curriculum and training materials with a proven track record of success will be used to help parents increase
their understanding of IDEA and gain skills and competencies to more effectively use the procedural safeguards
under IDEA and actively participate in the decision-making and educational planning processes affecting their
children. The project will establish parent peer trainers in order to establish an informed, beneficial home-
school relationship.

Products: The project will ultimately expand the community’s capacity to provide information and training to
parents of children with disabilities and to develop in those parents the capacity to inform and support each other
with training, information, and advocacy. It will leverage community resources through the experience, expert-
ise, and service delivery systems of established partnerships and network members and use the training curricu-
lum to give parents information on special education and practice in developing IEPs and in resolving differ-
ences. The first project year will focus on recruiting and serving unserved and underserved parents whose chil-
dren with disabilities are at the preschool or early elementary age.

Grant Number: H328C010040
Pyramid Parent Training Community Parent Resource Center

Project Director: Markey, Ursula; Markey, D. J. Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Agenda for Children Ending Date: 9/30/04
Pyramid Parent Training

P.O. Box 51837 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
New Orleans, LA 70151 Voice: 202-205-5045
Voice: 504-827-0610; Fax: 504-827-2999 E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

E-mail: DMarkey404@aol.com

Purpose: This project is a continuation of the Pyramid Parent Training Program, a community-based parent sup-
port and information program to serve culturally diverse families who have children with disabilities in New
Orleans. It will provide family-centered, culturally competent information and training in special education law
to support the efforts of underserved families to improve educational outcomes for their children with

disabilities.
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Method: The project will build on its existing services and successes to increase the capacity of parents of chil-
dren with disabilities to participate effectively in achieving quality educational outcomes and the full benefits of
IDEA. It will break the isolation of families of children with disabilities in regard to other parents, profession-
als, and research-based practices in education. It will increase the use of mediation, as an alternative to due
process, to resolve disputes between parents and school districts.

Products: Pyramid Parent Training will reach and serve 1500 families over the three years of the grant.. Each
family will be provided with information, support, and referrals to enable them to focus on the disability-related
needs of their children; and families will be given culturally and linguistically appropriate ongoing information
and emotional support to enable them to participate as partners in educational decision making for their children.

Grant Number: H328C010041
SEAC Community Parent Resource Center

Project Director: Blades, Carol R. Beginning Date: 10/01/01
Special Education Action Committee, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
P.O. Box 161274

Mobile, AL 36616-2274 OSEP Contact: Lisa Gorove
Voice: 334-478-1208; Fax: 334-473-7877 Voice: 202-205-5045
E-mail: seacofmobile@zebra.net E-mail: lisa.gorove@ed.gov

Purpose: This Community Parent Resource Center will develop a flexible, individualized information, training,
and outreach program to meet the needs of minority families, rural families, and low reading-level families in
Mobile County in southern Alabama.

Method: The Community Parent Resource Center will be located within the minority community in Mobile
County, Alabama. The following activities will be carried out to enable parents of children with disabilities in
minority communities to assume an informed and active role in their child’s education and development: 1) one-
to-one assistance and support in person and by telephone, fax, newsletter, topical information packets, and infor-
mation and referral; 2) group training regarding special education awareness, special education laws, IEP devel-
opment, and effective communication and problem-solving strategies; 3) information about the Center and other
state, local, national, and regional agencies and organizations; and 4) development of a community-based out-
reach network of minority parents who will assist other parents in their communities.

Products: The project will provide information and technical assistance to 150 parents and professionals, distrib-
ute 400 newsletters two times a year to parents in targeted communities, provide information packets to 50 par-
ents, conduct 12 workshops, conduct a trainer-of-trainer program with 10 parents, provide individual assistance
and follow-up for 45 families responding to public service announcements aired on television and radio, present
a minority support videotape to 30 families, and make available low-reading level printed information and video
materials to 40 parents.
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Grant Number: H328C010044
The Parent Partner Project: Expanding Training and Technical Assistance to
Underserved Rural Area Parents of Students with Disabilities

Project Director: Reynolds, Jule Beginning Date: 10/01/01

Access for Special Kids (ASK) Resource Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
Parent Trng and Information Ctr of Iowa

321 E. Sixth Street OSEP Contact: Peggy Cvach
Des Moines, 1A 50309-1903 Voice: 202-205-9807
Voice: 515-243-1713; Fax: 515-243-1902 E-mail: peggy.cvach@ed.gov

E-mail: PTIOWA@aol.com

Purpose: This project will build the understanding of underserved, rural parents about their children’s disabili-
ties and educational/developmental needs and will enhance their participation in their children’s educational pro-
grams. The project will achieve these goals by creating a grass-roots mechanism to provide underserved, rural,
and low-income families of children with disabilities (ages birth through 21) with the information, training, and
support needed to ensure effective educational programs and outcomes for their children.

Method: The Parent Training and Information Center of Iowa, the statewide operationai unit of the Access for
Special Kids (ASK) Resource Center, will conduct the project in partnership with the Grant Wood Area
Education Agency’s Parent Educator Partnership program. Together they will create and support Parent Partner
Community Resource Centers in two rural reaches of eastern Iowa. Rural parents of children with disabilities
will be employed to ensure success for this grass roots project. The project will provide training on individual-
ized education programs, individualized family service plans, and locally determined disabilities-related topics.
It will provide follow-up consultation to parents and educators to build home-school collaboration in serving stu-
dents and resolving disputes, and will operate a lending library of disability-related resources.

Products: The project will directly touch the lives of families and educators serving over 975 children with dis-
abilities ages K-12 and over 200 preschool-age students. In addition, training, consultation, and lending library
services will be provide to over 800 parents and professionals across the three project years. Information servic-
es will include newsletters, a Web site, public awareness presentations, press releases, and dissemination of pub-
lications and audiovisual resources through mobile regional lending libraries. Training services will include
regional outreach workshops targeted to underserved parents, topical workshops on IDEA, and a parent leader-
ship development program. Individual assistance to parents will include support, networking assistance, and
information provided by phone, mail, e-mail, and in person.
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84.323A
State Improvement Grants

Grant Number: H323A990001
Alabama State Improvement Grant

Project Director: Causey, Julia Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Alabama Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
PO Box 302101

Montgomery, AL 36130-2101 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 334-242-8114 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: jcausey@alsde.edu E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: This improvement grant for the state of Alabama is a systems change effort aimed at improving the
reading skills of students with disabilities, reducing the numbers of students with disabilities who drop out,
reducing suspensions and expulsions for students with disabilities, and reducing special education teacher
turnover and increasing the numbers of fully credentialed teachers.

Method: These goals will be achieved through systems-change strategies that incorporate research-based training
strategies. These strategies include: staff development in strategies for reading; an online academy and commu-
nications support system for professional development, paraprofessional training, and conferences; a parent
training and information center; staff training in the use of assistive technology to implement accommodations
for students; training for early childhood care providers, general and special education preschool teachers, and
parents in developmentally appropriate practices and functional readiness curriculum that targets reading; train-
ing for effective behavior intervention and positive behavior management; and institution of aggressive recruit-
ment strategies to increase certified personnel.

Products: Through the use of these training strategies, Alabama will provide systems change and impact the
areas of need. Data will be gathered and evaluated to measure progress toward project goals, objectives, and
services, and to inform project staff of any necessary refinements throughout the five years of the project.
Statewide systems change will be implemented through the various partnerships established by the project.
Project goals anticipate increased performance in reading scores for students with disabilities and a major
decrease in dropout, suspension, and expulsion rates for those students.

Grant Number: H323A990003
System Building for Special Education Personnel Development and Support

Project Director: Schendel, Julie Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Towa Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Grimes State Office Building

Des Moines, 1A 50319-0146 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 515-271-3936 Voice: 202-205-5390

E-mail: Julie_schendel@drake.edu 1 6 0 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov



158 TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

Purpose: The purpose of this state improvement grant is to address four issues regarding special education in
Iowa: 1) over 70% of special education students in Iowa have significant reading problems; 2) over one of every
eight students with special needs in Iowa (12.9%) is being taught by teachers not fully certified in the areas in
which they are teaching, fewer than 100 (1.6%) are exposed to special education teachers who are persons of
color, and virtually none are being taught by persons with disabilities; 3) the effectiveness of transitions that
occur as students with special education needs move from one educational setting to another and from an educa-
tional setting into the community needs to be improved; and 4) proficient, appropriately comprised teams for the
development of Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) are needed, along with the assurance that all IEPs
reflect high academic standards.

Method: The State Improvement Grant (SIG) Literacy Initiative will address the needs of students with special
education needs whose reading, writing, and communication skills are substandard. The SIG Individualized
Education Program Initiative will ensure that all students with special education needs have Individualized
Education Programs that reflect high academic standards and that are developed and implemented by profession-
als and parents proficient in their use. The SIG Endorsement Initiative will increase the percentage of students
with special education needs being instructed by certified special education teachers with appropriate endorse-
ments. The SIG Career Ladder Initiative will increase the percentage of students with special education needs
whose teachers are persons of color and/or persons with disabilities. SIG project activities address these issues
by emphasizing better prepared instructional staff, high-quality IEPs that are academically challenging, and
improved student performance.

Products: Training modules will be developed on early literacy development, action research, and research-
based reading instruction practices. An information and availability announcement will be developed and dis-
seminated offering college and university faculty IEP materials. Fact sheets will be developed and disseminated
describing high quality IEPs that meet federal requirements. Awareness level training sessions wil] be offered to
college and university faculty on topics such as discipline, general education curriculum, general education
teacher participation, student progress monitoring, district-wide assessment, and parent involvement. Protocols
will be established with 15 area education agencies to provide professional development for general education
teachers in order for them to meet federal mandates for.involvement and effective participation in IEP develop-
ment and implementation.

Grant Number: H323A990007
Partnerships for Achieving Student Success (PASS)

Project Director: Cox, H. Douglas Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Virginia Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
PO Box 2120

Richmond, VA 23218-2120 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 804-225-2701 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: dougcox@mail.vak12ed.edu E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: This statewide improvement project in Virginia will work to facilitate, in cooperation with school divi-
sions: 1) the increase of the school completion rate of students with disabilities in the context of higher academic
expectations; 2) an improvement in the performance of children and youth with disabilities by enhancing the
knowledge, skills, abilities, and performance of all personnel who work with children and youth with disabili-
ties; and 3) an improvement in meaningful parent/student involvement with special services personnel.

Method: This project will establish a system-wide practice of results-based program improvement for all chil-
dren and youth with disabilities at state, local, and classroom levels. It will develop a partnership infrastructure
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that focuses statewide efforts on progressing toward Virginia’s strategic goals. Personnel working with children
and youth with disabilities will be trained to attend to improved academic literacy for students with disabilities,
with particular attention to Virginia’s Standards of Learning. A statewide system of technical assistance, profes-
sional support, and development will be coordinated to enhance all service providers’ and families’ abilities to
collaborate and support the focus on academic performance. Efforts will be made to increase the supply and
diversity of qualified personnel to serve children and youth with disabilities.

Products: The project will increase the statewide percentage of students with disabilities successfully completing
school. It will promote and increase the supply of qualified special educators and related services personnel and
the statewide availability of personnel preparation opportunities in all endorsement areas and opportunities
which focus on best practices. It will increase active parent and student participation in special education
process decisions.
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Grant Number: H323A990008
New Hampshire’s State Improvement Grant in Special Education: Promoting
Equity and Excellence for All Children and Youth with Disabilities

Project Director: Traniello, Dina Beginning Date: 2/01/99
New Hampshire Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Special Education

101 Pleasant Street OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Concord, NH 03301 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 603-271-1536 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: Dtraniello@ed.state.nh.us

Purpose: This statewide improvement project in New Hampshire addresses the following system components:
leadership and service coordination, standards for practice, preservice education, professional development, use
of data for short- and long-range planning, dissemination of exemplary practices, involvement of individuals
with disabilities and parents of children and youth with disabilities, and reduction or elimination of systemic bar-
riers to effective service delivery.

Method: This statewide improvement grant will expand and strengthen partnerships among agencies and organi-
zations involved in and concerned with reforming and improving systems for providing education, early inter-
vention, and transition services for children and youth with disabilities. It will establish a foundation of exem-
plary professional practice to inform and enrich the efforts of agencies, institutions of higher education, individ-
uals with disabilities and their families, and other partners and stakeholders to improve educational results for
children and youth with disabilities. It will improve the capacity of personnel preparation programs to support
students to meet and maintain high standards for performance and it will improve the competencies of general
and special educators, paraprofessionals, and families related to the provision of high quality educational servic-
es to these students. It will improve the systems that collect, analyze, and utilize data related to student perform-
ance and outcomes. It will improve service quality, coordination, and integration through policy reform, systems
change, and provision of technical assistance related to transition policies and practice, student access to and
participation in the general education curriculum, and school-based disciplinary policies concerning students
with emotional disturbance.

Products: The project will establish for the first time in New Hampshire a system for coordinating planning, pol-
icy, and implementation of professional development and systems change efforts in general and special educa-
tion; it will assure greater attention to accountability for positive learning outcomes by all local and state educa-
tion efforts; it will embed consideration of children and youth with disabilities within existing professional
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development and education improvement efforts; and it will establish new initiatives that focus specifically on
improving results for children and youth with disabilities.

Grant Number: H323A990009
Kansas State Improvement Grant

Project Director: Ottlinger, Kerry A. Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Kansas State Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
120 SE 10th Avenue

Topeka, KS 66612-1182 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 785-296-4952 : Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: KOttlinger@ksde.org _ E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: The purpose of the Kansas State Improvement Grant is to assure that Kansas’ educational systems are
aligned to support all students, including those with disabilities, to achieve high state standards and positive
adult outcomes.

Method: This project has the potential to impact more than 214,000 Kansans, including more than 40,000 educa-
tors and 56,000 children with disabilities and their families, statewide. The plan of operation features six major
goals and intended outcomes to meet the identified needs. Goal 1 will increase inclusion of children and youth
with disabilities in Kansas” system of standards-based reform. Goal 2, school-family-community partnerships,
will increase active support of families in school partnerships and training and increase schools’ responsiveness
in family-community partnerships. Goal 3 will increase early student success, reduce frequency of referrals to
'special education services, and show improved conditions for young children and families. Goal 4, positive
post-school outcomes, will increase gainful employment and lifelong learning. Goal 5, personnel
supply/demand, will work toward an adequate supply of diverse, well-qualified, and effective education and
related services personnel. Goal 6, quality issues for personnel development, involves use of administrative,
curricular, and instructional practices that convey high expectations and assist students with disabilities to meet
challenging standards, as well as develop and implement individual education plans (IEPs) that reflect those
standards.

Products: This model for statewide systems change will stimulate partnership development within and between
institutions of higher education (IHEs) and local education agencies (LEAs) as a basis for mentoring and induc-
tion systems for new teachers, for the renewal and improvement of teacher preparation, and for collaborative
approaches to solving the problems of daily practice in serving children and youth.

Grant Number: H323A990011
Ohio’s State Improvement Grant:
A Statewide Model for Rethinking Schooling in Fundamental Ways

Project Director: Herner, John Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Ohio Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Division of Special Education

933 High Street OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Worthington, OH 43085 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 614-466-2650 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: se_hermer@ode.state.oh.us
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Purpose: The goals of this project include: 1) to provide children and youth with disabilities access to challeng-
ing academic curricula; 2) to develop partnerships among members of the learning community to improve
results for all children; 3) to increase cooperation and collaboration in and among agencies, and the coordination
of services across agencies; 4) to promote collaboration between regular and special education personnel to
ensure successful transitions; 5) to develop a model to document accountability and continuous improvement in
service delivery; 6) to improve building-level processes for assisting students with learning problems; 7) to
increase the participation of parents, families, and community members in decision-making; 8) to support the
development of shared responsibility and ownership at the building level; 9) to make personnel preparation pro-
grams accessible throughout the state; and 10) to prepare graduates and school personnel to effectively manage
the behavior of all students.

Method: This project will employ two basic strategies in Ohio: 1) partnership sites to demonstrate how districts
can get the conditions right for all children to learn at high levels; and 2) partnership agreements with institu-
tions of higher education (IHESs) to increase the quantity and competency of personnel required to meet student
needs. This state improvement grant (SIG) will serve as the vehicle for promoting shared responsibility among
partners at the state, regional, and local levels. Collaborative partnerships will assist school districts in develop-
ing the capacity to make and sustain meaningful change. The partnership agreements are structured to ensure
that core “providers,” e.g., regional professional development centers, special education regional resource cen-
ters (SERRCs), IHEs, parent training and information centers, educational service centers, become core “part-
ners.” Resulting models for how to use partnership resources/services in a coordinated way will help local edu-
cation agencies help all youngsters to learn to succeed in school. During the first year of the project, the part-
nership agreements will be implemented in six regional sites. Ten additional regional partnership sites — five in
year two and five in year three — will be added over the course of the project, for a minimum of 16 sites (i.e.,
one in each of Ohio’s SERRC regions). At the same time, other funds will be used to create incentives for repli-
cating the development of partnership sites across the state. To make personnel preparation programs accessible
around the state, and to address the severe shortage of qualified personnel, including those from underrepresent-
ed groups, a series of additional partnership agreements will be implemented to prepare orientation and mobility
specialists, teachers of students with visual impairments, deaf interpreters, speech-language pathologists, and
behavioral interventionists.

Products: During project years one and two, a publication detailing partnership site activities will be developed
for use in replicating the effective aspects of each site. During years three and four, a “promising practices” doc-
ument will be produced that provides strategies for integrating professional development needs assessment
processes for children with disabilities into district-wide continuous improvement planning for all youngsters. A
third document, produced in year five, will summarize recommendations from a state education agency action
seminar, designed as a mechanism for disseminating project findings on a national basis.

Grant Number: H323A990012
‘Georgia - State Improvement Grant

Project Director: Bryar, Marlene ‘ Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Georgia Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Division for Exceptional Students

2066 Twin Towers East OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Atlanta, GA 30334 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice.: 404-657-9958 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: mbryar@doe k12.ga.us
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Purpose: This statewide improvement grant for the state of Georgia is intended to improve the systems for pro-
viding educational, early intervention, and transitional services and consequently improve the performance of
students with disabilities, through responses to professional needs and partnerships that meet student needs.
Responses to professional needs include professional development, technical assistance, and dissemination of
knowledge about best practices. Partnerships will include state education personnel, parents of students with
and without disabilities, organizations representing individuals with disabilities and their families, institutions of
higher education, and community-based organizations.

Method: Activities will be conducted to increase and maintain the number of qualified personnel to provide
services to students with disabilities in the following areas: general and special education teachers of students
with disabilities; interpreters and teachers of students with hearing and visual impairments, who are blind or
deaf, or who have orthopedic impairments; teachers of students with emotional/behavioral disorders; and speech
language pathologists for students with speech/language disorders. - Parent-educator partnerships will be
strengthened; training will be given to provide better services to young children with disabilities and their fami-
lies; general and special educators will be trained to better address rules, regulations, and procedures; and access
will be provided to the general education curriculum and statewide assessment for students with disabilities.
General and special educators will learn behavior management techniques for safe and orderly environments and
special educators will learn to implement effective transition activities for students with disabilities.

Products: The implementation of project activities should result in the following statewide improvements for
students with disabilities: an increase in the number of students who receive education with nondisabled peers
for more than one-half of the school day; an increase in the number of students who exit special education and
return to general education programs and who earn a degree in regular education; an increase in the number of
those who participate in the statewide assessment program with and without accommodations; a decrease in
those who drop out of school; an increase in the number of students who attend postsecondary education pro-
grams and who are employed upon exiting from school.

. Grant Number: H323A990013
Kentucky State Improvement Grant

Project Director: Armstrong, Michael Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Kentucky Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Division of Exceptional Children Services

500 Mero Street, 8th Floor OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Frankfort, KY 40601 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 502-564-4970 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: Marmstro@Kde.State.Ky.Us

Purpose: The purpose of Kentucky’s state improvement program is to improve learning results for Kentucky’s
children and youth with disabilities at all levels so that those results are fully measurable and comparable in
quality to those for all children. The state will implement these goals through a unified and coherent plan in
partnership with regular and special educators, local and state administrators, related service and paraprofession-
al personnel, institutes of higher education and postsecondary programs, and students with disabilities and their
families.

Method: To improve the academic and behavioral skills of students with disabilities, the state will increase the
partnerships between parents and students and state and local systems that contribute to success in these areas.
It will offer collaborative and integrated teacher preparation programs, develop state and local support systems
and networks, and promote a systemic integration and coordination of local education resources, all designed to
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promote student academic and behavioral success. To increase the effectiveness of early intervention services
and to ensure the successful transition of students with special needs into preschool programs, the state will
work to increase parents’ knowledge about and participation in the education of their children. It will work to
increase the number of qualified special education personnel in early intervention and train them in the develop-
ment of natural supportive environments as well as in the use of assistive technology to improve student access
to educational opportunities. It will also increase the number of accredited inclusive intervention programs in
the community that facilitate transition to preschool. To increase the number of students with disabilities who
complete school and transition to_an adult life style of their choice, the state will form and sustain partnerships
with students, parents, education and other human service agencies, employers, institutes of higher education,
and communities.

Products: The professional development programs and collaborations implemented through the project will
increase the number of qualified general and special educators, related services personnel, and paraprofessionals
who serve students with disabilities. The comprehensive and innovative technology systems instituted by the
project will enhance learning results for students with disabilities. With such changes, the project will help bring
a major increase in the overall performance of students with disabilities in statewide assessments. The effective-
ness of early intervention and preschool transition programs will be increased. The project will increase the
number of students with disabilities who complete school and attain their choice of employment or continuing
education.

Grant Number: H323A990015
Imvesting in Our Students: Michigan’s Model to Improve
the Performance of Students with Disabilities

Project Director: Thompson, Jacquelyn Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Michigan Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
PO Box 30008

Lansing, MI 48909 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 517-373-9433; Fax: 517-373-7504 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: ThompsonJJ@State. MI.US E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: Michigan’s Model to Improve the Performance of Students with Disabilities is an integrated design to
bring both high quality and efficiency to comprehensive personnel development for improving the performance
of children and youth with disabilities and an understanding of their disability. This State Improvement Grant
(SIG) will provide the resources necessary to implement the model and assure improved skills and competencies
for practitioners and parents, and ultimately improved performance for children and youth.

Method: The functional model employed by this project will integrate diverse and existing state-level activities
into a cohesive, coordinated, and efficient effort. The SIG provides a framework for analyzing, synthesizing,
coordinating, and disseminating important information and skills for educators, parents of children and youth
with disabilities, and the students themselves in Michigan. The project will focus on improving the capacity of
those who work with children and youth. The model supports continuous progress in developing a strong deliv-
ery system in which practitioners are skilled and students achieve at higher levels. Three priorities of this proj-
ect are the following: 1) improving transition practices; 2) implementing positive behavioral interventions and
supports; and 3) addressing personnel shortages, including underrepresentation of personnel reflecting the diver-
sity of the student population.

Products: The project will foster networks of partnerships to assist in reforming Michigan’s many and diverse
personnel development efforts into a comprehensive system for providing training in early intervention,
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educational, and transitional services to children and youth with disabilities. A set of four “hubs” for coordinat-
ing training and information flow will be established to: 1) develop information based on student progress indi-
cators; 2) disseminate information to all participants in the education community; 3) support sustained learning
leading to changes in the practice related to improving student performance; and 4) support districts in develop-
ing local capacity to assure quality services to all students.

Grant Number: H323A990016
State Program Improvement Grant

Project Director: Hession, Lucy Beginning Date. 2/01/99
Maryland State Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Division of Special Education

200 West Baltimore Street OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Baltimore, MD 21201 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 410-767-0242 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: lhession@msde.state.md.us

Purpose: The plans for the Maryland State Improvement Grant are based on a vision of a unified system that
centers around a core set of student outcomes and standards that define goals for the system, and there is a
means for assessing student progress toward those outcomes. Curriculum and instruction are aligned with the
standards and outcomes, and the cntire core is supported by policies and programs that guide professional devel-
opment and preparation, technical assistance for school improvement, and the allocation of resources. The uni-
fied system accommodates and supports diverse learners without unnecessary categorization of students or pro-
. gram resources. The system values flexibility and collaboration at all levels in order to promote student attain-
ment of goals. To make this vision a reality, the mission of this SIG is to improve education and outcomes of
students with disabilities through services and strategies that involve stakeholders and system components in
sustained efforts to bring about progressive and positive change in services for students aged three to 21; in pro-
fessional development across the spectrum of professionals, paraprofessionals, and parents; and in preservice
preparation of general educators, special educators, and related personnel.

Method: This mission will be accomplished through informed leadership and involvement of people at all levels
of the education community in a process that unifies the system by integrating the education of students with
disabilities into statewide standards-based reform and accountability. Project services and activities will: 1) fully
integrate education of students with disabilities into statewide standards-based reform and accountability; 2)
expand opportunities of students with disabilities to participate in the general education curriculum and
statewide performance assessments; 3) design and deliver professional development that responds to standards-
based needs for building personnel competencies to improve education and outcomes of students with disabili-
ties; 4) strengthen the capacities of preservice preparation programs to increase their productivity and their
capacities to align preparation with standard-based reform and professional development; 5) improve the capaci-
ties of the statewide early intervention system to provide high-quality services for infants and toddlers with dis-
abilities and their families, and to promote readiness to learn; and 6) assist school districts, higher education,
professional development, and other stakeholders in using research and best practice for school improvement,
program improvement, and management of change.

Products: The work of the State Improvement Grant will be of significant assistance to local education agencies

striving toward educational improvement and inclusion within Maryland’s nationally recognized accountability
system.
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Grant Number: H323A990018
Ka Hihi’o O Na Liko O Hawai’i Mua
(The Vision of the Budding Children of Future Hawaii)

Project Director: LeMahieu, Paul Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Hawaii Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
1340 Miller Street

Queen Liliuokalani Building, Room 309 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Honolulu, HI 96813-2418 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 808-586-3310; Fax: 808-566-3234 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: Paul_LeMahieu@notes.k12.hi.us

Purpose: The Hawaii State Department of Education state improvement plan will improve systems that provide
early intervention, educational, and transitional services through an innovative personnel development program
supported by coordinated policy, procedure, and practice interventions. This strategy is expected to lead to sig-
nificant gains in in-school and post-school outcomes for children with disabilities.

Method: The project integrates personnel development and system improvement outcomes in order to build local
capacity to meet the needs of students with disabilities. Interdisciplinary professional development teams will
provide training to school-based teams that will implement new practices and provide feedback to policy level
work groups, which recommend system-wide changes. As part of these teams, educators, related service
providers, and parents are supported at the school level, which allows an easier development of improved proce-
dures and potential policy improvements at the state level. This multilevel approach, linked with continuous
feedback of information, will ensure lasting and sustained system improvements for children with disabilities
and their families.

Products: The project’s emphasis on state-level policy making, district-level training and support, and school-
level practice will directly and positively affect outcomes for children with disabilities. As participants are
trained and supported at each system level, capacity is developed to improve areas of critical need and sustain
these improvements over time.

r—
—

Grant Number: H323A990019
Utah State Improvement Grant

Project Director: Schroeder, Bruce Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Utah State Office of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Services for At-Risk Students

250 East 500 South OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 801-538-7711; Fax: 801-272-3479 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: bruces@provo.k12.ut.us
Purpose: Through this state improvement project, the Utah State Education Agency will address the need for
inservice and preservice preparation to ensure that all personnel who work with children with disabilities have

the skills and knowledge necessary to meet their needs.

Method: The project will provide general and special educators with the content knowledge and collaborative
skills to meet the needs of children with disabilities. It will prepare professionals and paraprofessionals in the
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area of early intervention and work with institutions of higher education and other entities to prepare personnel
to ensure that those institutions and entities develop the capacity to continue to support professional develop-
ment programs that meet state and local needs. The state education agency will develop cooperative agreements
with other states for joint support and development of programs to prepare personnel for which there is not suffi-
cient demand within a single state to justify such programs. It will work with neighboring states to address the
lack of uniformity and reciprocity in the credentialing of teachers and other personnel. The project will enhance
the ability of teachers and others to use successful strategies and best practices to address the conduct of students
with disabilities that impedes learning in the classrooms.

Products: The project will acquire significant knowledge derived from educational research and other sources,
and will develop information about how the state, if appropriate, will adopt these promising practices, materials,
and technology. This knowledge will be disseminated to teachers, administrators, school board members, and
related services personnel. Project efforts will build local and state capacity to provide, improve, and expand
services for studexmith disabilities and ensure a continuing supply of qualified personnel at all levels.

Grant Number: H323A990022
Improving Results Initiative

Project Director: Jones, Janet Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Idaho Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Special Education Section

PO Box 83720 OSEP Contact.: Larry Wexler
Boise, ID 83720-0027 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 208-332-6917 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: jjones@sde state.id.us

Purpose: The Improving Results Initiative for Idaho is based on a collaborative partnership designed to align
and strengthen educational systems that contribute to high achievement for children and youth with disabilities.
Partners in this project include the Idaho State Department of Education, local education agencies, Idaho Parents
Unlimited, institutions of higher education, and others. '

Method: Specific activities that will help children and youth with disabilities to meet or exceed newly estab-
lished content and performance standards include the following: implementation of state and local policies and
procedures that strengthen the capacity of schools to improve educational results for all students, including those
with disabilities; enhancement of the capacity for parents to influence reforms and increase their children’s edu-
cational achievements; revision of professional and paraprofessional standards, certification requirements, and
personnel development programs for the purpose of redefining personnel skills necessary to improve results for
children and youth with disabilities; creation of a system of preservice and inservice training to ensure that par-
ents and professionals are prepared to meet students’ needs; effective administration, systematic evaluation, and
continuous improvement of the project through a partnership with local and state education agencies and institu-
tions of higher education.

Products: Institutions of higher education will receive subgrants to align training programs with revised stan-
dards, which will ensure that school personnel will have the skills and knowledge to sustain school improve-
ments. A training clearinghouse will increase access to professional development by coordinating the preservice
and inservice training efforts of all partners across the state. The project will also provide tuition waivers, assis-
tanceships, and other incentives to recruit and train a sufficient number of individual, particularly those from
underrepresented groups. Strategies to retain special educators and related services providers in employment
will be implemented. These initiatives will present unique opportunities to reform and strengthen Idaho’s
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education system in order to maintain a superior level of academic achievement by both regular and special
education students.

e ——

—

Grant Number: H323A990026
Improving the Special Education System in California

Project Director: Parker, Alice D. Beginning Date: 2/01/99
California Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Special Education Division

PO Box 944272 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Sacramento, CA 94244 : Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 916-445-4602 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: aparker@cde.ca.gov

Purpose: This project will develop collaborative partnerships to improve services for children and youth with
disabilities. The state improvement plan will serve as a guide to help system stakeholders concentrate improve-
ment efforts and focus on future achievements and as a blueprint for those responsible for making system
improvements by delineating and prioritizing training, technical assistance, and other systemic needs.

Method: The project will help set high academic standards and clear performance goals for students with disabil-
ities, along with appropriate and effective strategies and methods to ensure that students have maximum oppor-
tunities to achieve those standards and goals. Teachers will participate in comprehensive professional develop-
ment programs to ensure that they will possess the skills and knowledge necessary to address the educational
and related needs of those children. Finally, the project will work for service integration and the coordination of
state and local education and other agencies to address the full range of student needs.

Products: Through its efforts, the project intends to increase the percentage of students with disabilities who are
performing equal to or better than the average of students without disabilities, to increase the positive results
achieved by students with disabilities on school and post-school outcomes as determined by state standards, to
reduce the rate of suspensions and expulsions of students with disabilities compared to the rate of general educa-
tion students, and to increase the percentage of special education students earning a high school diploma or GED
so that the percentage is equal to or higher than that for nondisabled students. The project will increase the rate
of special education teachers who are fully credentialed and the percentage of special and general education
teachers responding to inservice training, resources, or technical assistance.

Grant Number: H323A990027
Massachusetts State Improvement Grant: Project FOCUS

Project Director: Mittnacht, Marcia M. Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Massachusetts Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
350 Main Street

Malden, MA 02148 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 781-388-3300 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: mmittnacht@doe.mass.edu E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: Project FOCUS offers the following outcomes to guide statewide efforts toward systems improvement
for the benefit of all students: 1) knowledgeable parents and service providers working together to provide high
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quality early intervention and preschool services within natural environments for infants and toddlers; 2) knowl-
edgeable parents and educators working together to ensure that all students (K-12) have access to the general
curriculum are supported across all educational settings, and are able to demonstrate their acquired knowledge as
full participants in every aspect of education reform, including a variety of options for improved postsecondary
outcomes; 3) restructured teacher preparation and professional development programs to incorporate promising
practices of teaching and learning for students with diverse abilities and needs, based on education reform stan-
dards, including strengthening ties among preservice programs, school districts, and local communities; and 4)
enhanced accountability procedures at the state and local level for students, parents, and educators.

Method: Project FOCUS is designed to provide preservice and professional development activities for educators,
parents, students, and other interested stakeholders. The major themes of parent collaboration, research to prac-
tice, interagency coordination, innovation, capacity building, and linkages to existing activities to maximize
community, state, and federal resources are reflected across activities in six focus areas. The first focus area pre-
pares providers and parents to understand and implement a shift in the provision of services and supports to nat-
ural environments during early intervention and preschool years. The second focus area, kindergarten and ele-
mentary ages, prepares teachers and parents with skills related to ensuring access to the general curriculum in
general education settings for all students, with an emphasis on literacy skills (including Braille literacy), univer-
sal instructional design to accommodate diverse learning styles, and issues related to the educational climate.
The third focus area will maintain the same content as the second focus area adjusted to respond to the needs of
older students and generally different administrative and organizational features of middle schools and high
schools. The fourth focus area will address enabling students with disabilities, ages 18-22, to participate in adult
options, including postsecondary education and employment, with their nondisabled peers. The fifth focus area
will assist teacher preparation programs statewide to restructure and unify curricula based on education reform
standards and teaching methodologies to prepare general and special educators and paraprofessionals to work
with all students within the context of a professional development school model. The sixth focus area will
develop and enhance existing accountability systems across the full range of services for infants, toddlers, and
students with disabilities.

" Products: A network of mentors will be created from various school districts across the state. Among other roles,
mentors will assist with training and technical assistance activities. Three series of regional training sessions
will be developed: one set for teams of early intervention and preschool educators, parents and service providers;
a second set for educators, parents, and elementary-aged students; and a third set for middle school, high school,
wansition-aged students, parents, educators, and employment-related service providers

Grant Number: H323A990028
Missouri Preparation of Personnel Partnership

Project Director: Friedebach, Melodie Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Division of Special Education

PO Box 480 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Jefferson City, MO 65102 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 573-751-2965 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: MFriedeb@mail.dese.state.mo.us

Purpose: The goal of the Missouri Preparation of Personnel Project is to improve the educational outcomes for
students with disabilities and ensure a comprehensive statewide system of personnel preparation and develop-
ment that reflects collaboration of consumers, professional organizations, local school districts, and higher edu-
cation through the following: 1) to increase the supply of qualified special education personnel and related
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services personnel who are available to carry out the purposes of IDEA to provide special education services to
children aged 3 to 21 years so that the shortage is reduced to 1% vacancy and 3% temporary certificates; 2) to
provide professional development and systems enhancement to increase the percentages of students with disabil-
ities that score at the near proficiency, proficient, and advanced achievement levels for the Missouri Assessment
Program content areas of Mathematics and Communication Arts (Reading) by 25%; 3) to increase by 25% the
number of students with disabilities who graduate with diplomas and decrease by 25% the number of students
with disabilities who exit the school without a diploma; and 4) to achieve systemic change throughout Missouri
in increasing placements in regular education in targeted local districts by 20% through individualized training
and technical assistance and changes in institutions of higher education.

Method: The project will: 1) establish a strong administrative structure; 2) designate an Advisory Board; and 3)
establish a management information system that will allow for precise measurement of outcomes for students
with disabilities and compile relevant statistics on educational personnel. The grant will build the capacity of
local schools to provide services to the target population through fewer vacancies in critical special education
and related services positions by providing implementation grants and extensive training opportunities.

Products: The project will produce: 1) a mentoring manual focused on ways to support new teachers in special
education; 2) reading curricula and training for teachers developed by the Eisenhower-funded reading initiative;
3) fact sheets on findings of the evaluation of this project; 4) a multi-media inquiry-based curriculum for preser-
vice and inservice professional development that supports inclusion and the Show Me Standards; and 5) effec-
tive tutorial interventions to raise achievement of lower functioning students.

Grant Number: H323A990029
Vermont State Improvement Grant

Project Director: Kane, Dennis Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Vermont Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
Family and Educational Support Team

120 State Street OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Montpelier, VT 05620 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 802-828-5118 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: dkane@doe.state.vt.us

Purpose: The purpose of the Vermont state improvement plan is to improve educational results for children with
disabilities through professional development, technical assistance, and dissemination of knowledge about best
practices,

Method: Based on critical needs for professional development, the State Department of Education and its part-
ners have identified four statewide initiatives for inclusion in the state improvement plan: 1) accommodating
children with disabilities in statewide assessments; 2) preparing Master’s level speech and language therapists
committed to working in Vermont schools; 3) recruiting and supporting the preparation of sign language inter-
preters and occupational and physical therapists committed to working in Vermont; and 4) implementing model
early literacy programs for all students, with special emphasis on students failing or at risk of failure, including
those with disabilities. The framework for the improvement plan includes standards for vital results and fields
of knowledge, recommendations for providing instruction, and assessment of student learning across the grades.

Products: Each of the four components of the project will result in system-wide improvements. The training

and technical assistance provided by the statewide assessment component will enable special educators and I[EP
teams to use effective participation strategies and options that will result in the full participation of students with
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disabilities in statewide assessments. The establishment of a program at the University of Vermont for personnel
preparation will assure a steady supply of appropriately trained professionals that will meet a continuing need.
New opportunities for supporting the preparation of interpreters for the deaf and hearing impaired will improve
the educational opportunities for these students. The early literacy component of the project, focused on preven-
tion, early identification, and intensive instruction for children at risk of school failure, will help to dramatically
increase student performance. Working closely with its partners, the state will implement a comprehensive plan
for dissemination of best practices. Each element of the plan will be evaluated and the results disseminated
through all of the partners and will result in improved performance of students statewide.

e

Grant Number: H323A990033
Professional Development Partnerships for Improving Student Qutcomes

Project Director: Bost, Loujeania W. . Beginning Date: 2/01/99
Pennsylvania Department of Education Ending Date: 1/31/04
333 Market Street 7th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 717-772-3260 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: Tbost@state.pa.us E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania through the Department of Education will develop a unified,
integrated, and coordinated network entitled the Professional Development Partnership for Improving Student
Outcomes. This Professional Development Partnership will be responsible for professional development, techni-
cal assistance, and dissemination of knowledge of best practices. All activities will focus on improving results
for children with disabilities while promoting systemic change. Key goals of the state improvement plan
include: 1) establishing high standards for students and teachers consistent with the Governor’s Education
Initiatives; 2) aligning the goals of the plan with goals and activities of appropriate state plans to promote coor-
dination, collaboration, and systemic change; 3) establishing clear accountability methods that accurately meas-
ure the outcomes/performance of students while holding local education agencies accountable; 4) improving the
quality and quantity of professionals, especially in areas of identified need/shortages, and 5) improving the
recruitment, preparation, and retention of underrepresented groups of professionals.

Method: The state improvement plan (SIP) will build parterships that focus on coordination and collaboration
with existing agencies, programs, projects, and resources. Integration of the goals of the Professional
Development Partnership within existing policies and state-level initiatives will be a primary focus to ensure
systemic change. A two-tiered approach will be used: 1) state-level policy review and revision, and 2) local-
level pilot implementation and evaluation. This two-tiered approach ensures that policy will be anchored in
practice. Key strategies to insuring that goals of the SIP are met include: 1) providing coordinated technical
assistance to local education agencies; 2) restructuring preservice training programs so that graduates are pre-
pared to meet the complexities of today’s students and the school environment; 3) changing state policies and
procedures to address barriers to systemic change; and 4) disseminating best practice information to assist par-
ents and professionals in translating policies and procedures into effective practices in schools resulting in
improved student performance.

Products: This project through its coordinated partnerships and systemic reform will improve the results of stu-
dents with disabilities. Aligning state and local policies and effective practices through the Pennsylvania
Development Partnerships will enable all students to achieve their full potential and become productive citizens.
Annual reports will be developed and disseminated to partners as well as a training summary of statistics and
report. Project staff will provide preservice and inservice training, disseminate training packets via the World
Wide Web, and disseminate personnel clearinghouse information via the World Wide Web.
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Grant Number: H323A000001
N ebraska Special Education State Program Improvement Grant

Project Director: Losh, Mary Ann; Schliesser, Barbara Beginning Date: 7/01/00
Nebraska Department of Education Ending Date: 6/30/05
State Education Agency

301 Centennial Mall South, Box 94987 o OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Lincoln, NE 68509 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 402-471-4357, Fax: 402-471-5022 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: bschlies@nde.state.ne.us

Purpose: This project will support a research-based behavior improvement academy. The project will also
address systemic changes in state policies to: 1) support staff development programs to improve behavior and
instructional strategies, 2) improve transition services and service integration, and 3) increase personnel supply.

Method: The statewide program will initiate systemic reforms and build local capacity to provide, improve, and
expand services to students with disabilities and their nondisabled peers. It will support the need to build the
capacity of local education agencies to change systems to improve behavior and instructional strategies. It will
ensure an adequate supply of personnel to meet the needs of students with and without disabilities and their fam-
ilies. The project will establish a Leadership Development Academy to implement research-based behavior
improvement and to teach instructional strategies.

Products: This project will improve the skills of personnel in the area of research-based positive behavior man-
agement and instruction. Systems will be aligned and policy changed at the state and local levels to support stu-
dents with disabilities and their non-disabled peers. Statewide educational policies and resources will be lever-
aged to help support future local capacity building for behavior management and instruction. The project hopes
to positively affect achievement scores, graduation rates, and post-school outcomes for students with disabilities
and their nondisabled peers.

———
—

Grant Number: H323A000003
Connecticut State Improvement Grant—Special Education

Project Director: Dowaliby, George P.; Kirner, Marianne Beginning Date: 7/01/00
Connecticut Department of Education Ending Date: 6/30/05
Bureau of Special Education

P.O. Box 2219, 165 Capitol Avenue OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Hartford, CT 06145-2219 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 860-807-2024; Fax: 860-807-2047 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: george.dowaliby@po.state.ct.us

Purpose: This project will address identified state needs included in the Connecticut State Improvement Plan.
Needs will be addressed through the formation of a statewide partnership team for leadership and through
requests for proposals and incentives that support partership teams of schools, institutions of higher education,
state agencies, community organizations, and parents to: 1) improve systems’ abilities to meet the needs of
diverse learners; and 2) reduce personnel shortages in low-incidence disability populations with an increase in
representation of minority personnel.

Method: The first goal will be accomplished by: 1) developing and replicating programs to address: transitions
from Part B to Part C and to postsecondary situations, literacy in young children (ages zero to eight) and their
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parents, parental involvement, behavioral needs of children, and instructional methods to meet learners’ needs;;
and 2) providing incentives to promote systems change in institutions of higher education to train educational

_ professionals to meet the diverse needs of all children (0-21), including those with visual impairments. The sec-
ond goal will be accomplished by: 1) developing a statewide coordinated data collection system to project future
pools of qualified candidates; and 2) providing incentives to recruit students to enroll in training programs for
bilingual speech pathologists, teachers of visually impaired, and other low-incidence populations.

Products: Existing partnerships will be strengthened and new partnerships will be formed, children’s perform-
ance in literacy and behavior will be improved, and personnel shortages will be reduced with an increase in
minority representation.

Grant Number: H323A000011
Montana’s State Improvement Plan

Project Director: Runkel, Robert; Bailey-Anderson, Susan Beginning Date: 7/01/00
Montana Office of Public Instruction Ending Date: 6/30/05
Special Education Division '

State Capitol, P.O. Box 202501 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Helena, MT 59620-2501 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 406-444-2046; Fax: 406-444-3924 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: brunkel@state.mt.us; sbanderson@state.mt.us
Website: http://www.metnet.state.mt.us/specialed/

‘Purpose; Montana’s State Improvement Grant will help expedite the state’s progress in creating an educational
system in which all students receive the supports and services they require to be successful. Building upon a
previously initiated general education reform effort, this project will encompass initiatives that serve three pur-
poses: 1) to align concurrent activities within general and special education to create a unified and coherent
agenda of school improvement in Montana; 2) to target specific areas of need unique to the delivery of services
to students with disabilities, creating new partnerships, approaches, and solutions to improve outcomes in areas
known to be in need of improvement; and 3) to target statewide challenges in the area of personnel preparation,
recruitment, retention, and professional development.

Method: Project goals will focus on three areas: standards-based reform; improved outcomes for students with
disabilities; and personnel retention, recruitment, and professional development. Work in each of these areas
will be coordinated by a team comprised of individuals whose collective knowledge, skills, and areas of respon-
sibility create a context in which identified activities have the participation and resources necessary for comple-
tion. For example, coordinated responses to training needs can be developed when teams involve individuals
representative of the preservice, inservice, and school implementation levels. All project initiatives are designed
with this systems dpproach to maximize the impact of project initiatives.

Products: This project will assist in Montana’s progress toward creating an educational system in which all stu-
dents receive the supports and services they require to be successful. Formal school improvement partnership
agreements with the Office of Public Instruction will ensure that project efforts are integrated with other State
plans and will be aligned in a way that maximizes available resources. Agreements with the state’s parent train-
ing center, institutions of higher education, and other organizations within the state will help ensure the sought-
for outcomes for young children and students with disabilities in Montana.

——— ——— —
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Grant Number: H323A000012
Improving North Carolina’s System of Education for Exceptional Children

Project Director: Baars, Fred Beginning Date: 7/01/00
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction Ending Date: 6/30/05
Exceptional Children Division

301 North Wilmington Street OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Raleigh, NC 27601-2825 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 919-807-3993; Fax: 919-715-1569 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: foaars@dpi.state.nc.us

Purpose: The North Carolina State Improvement Project will establish and implement, in alignment with the
comprehensive system of personnel development, program support services to significantly improve the per-
formance and success of students with disabilities within the state. The project will work to improve basic skills
performance for students with disabilities, increase the percentage of qualified teachers of students with disabili-
ties, increase graduation rates and decrease drop-out rates of students with disabilities, and improve parent satis-
faction with, and support of, school services.

Method: The administration and management of the project will be conducted through a collaborative education-
al partnership. A network of nine research-based training and demonstration centers will be established to
demonstrate the implementation of research-proven approaches to the basic skills instruction and use of positive
behavioral supports. These centers will provide training of trainers and resources in the use of research-proven
methods for instruction in basic skills.

Products: The project will establish a system of continuous leadership training and support for school adminis-
trators, and a system of parent training and support. In combination with other state programs and resources, a
system of recruitment and training support will be established to attract and retain special education teachers.
An accountability system will also be established to measure the impact of the state improvement project and
other restructuring and improvement efforts on the performance and success of students with disabilities.

Grant Number: H323A000013
Illinois State Improvement Grant: Staff for Student Success

Project Director: Fleck, Jodi (interim) Beginning Date: 7/01/00
Illinois State Board of Education Ending Date: 6/30/05
Dept. of Special Education

100 North First Street OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Springfield, IL 62777-0001 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 217-782-5589; Fax: 217-558-2375 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: jfleck@isbe.net

Purpose: This statewide improvement project constitutes a coordinated system of professional development to
assure that Illinois has an adequate supply of appropriately trained special education personnel to assure
improved results for students with disabilities, and that the state has staff sufficiently prepared to work collabo-
ratively with personnel in general education. Project activities will concentrate on increasing the availability and
quality of services and identifying the personnel needed to maintain and support students with disabilities in the
general curriculum and general education settings.
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Method: The project will support a variety of personnel preparation and development activities, with a focus on
local, regional, and state needs related to supplying an adequate number of individuals prepared to provide the
kind of special education services outlined in IDEA ‘97 and in statewide educational reform. The project has
two broad goals that address these needs: 1) In order to increase the number of appropriately trained and creden-
tialed special education and related services personnel, meet student needs, and address identified geographic
areas of shortage, Educator Academies will be set up in geographic areas that have substantial shortages of per-
sonnel. These academies will be linked to a school district but will include broad collaboration with colleges
and universities and other education entities. 2) In order to provide a network of professional development that
coordinates local, regional, and state resources with parents and educators who share responsibility for imple-
menting an integrated service delivery model, Professional Development Academies will be set up with an inter-
est in the quality of schools and the future work force. These academies will establish partnerships that will
continue after the term of the grant. Town meetings will provide information for designing local personnel
preparation and development initiatives that will have an impact on both goals.

Products: The project will establish a continuing system of professional development through the maintenance
of Educator and Professional Development Academies and partnerships with professional organizations to
recruit needed personnel who are appropriately trained and credentialed to deliver the necessary services for
individuals with disabilities. The project will also work to expand higher education offerings to prepare person-
nel in accordance with the standards-led system, in partnership with local school districts and special education
joint agreements. An increased number of parents, educators, and community members will be provided with
current information and skills regarding improving results for individuals with disabilities. Through project
efforts, more parents from diverse and traditionally underrepresented populations will be able to participate in
the local and regional professional development offerings.

Grant Number: H323A000015
Quality Education in the Last Frontier:
Alaska’s State Improvement Grant Proposal

Project Director: Slack, P. J. Ford Beginning Date: 7/01/00
Alaska Department of Education and Early Development Ending Date: 6/30/05
Teaching and Learing Supports :

801 West 10th Street, Suite 200 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Juneau, AK 99801 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 907-465-8723; Fax: 907-465-2806 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: PJ_Ford@eed.state.ak.us

Purpose: The Quality Education in the Last Frontier (QELF) project, Alaska’s state improvement grant, is
designed to increase educational services and successful outcomes for all students, including students with dis-
abilities. The QELF project will provide extra support and technical assistance as well as facilitate collaboration
among its partners.

Method: The QELF project will advocate for full inclusion of students with disabilities in statewide education
reform activities by providing training, resources, and technical assistance to school districts, parents, families,
communities, and state agencies. The project will also increase cooperation among stakeholders and build the
capacity of systemic structures currently in place. Innovative strategies will be used to improve the recruitment,
training, and retention of paraeducators and professional educational personnel.

Products: Through project efforts, more students, including students with disabilities, will participate in activi-
ties related to Alaska’s Quality Schools Initiative and other school reform efforts. Parents, families, and
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community members will participate in activities that promote student achievement. The project will develop
and sustain effective partnerships with state agencies that provide services affecting students’ educational
achievement and will develop an infrastructure to recruit, train, and retain paraeducators. An evaluation program
developed by the project will ensure the efficient use of federal, state, and local resources for project activities.

Grant Number: H323A000016
Minnesota Statewide Systems Change Alliance in Special Education

Project Director: Hale, Norena ' Beginning Date: 7/01/00
Minnesota Department of Children, Families and Leammg . Ending Date: 6/30/05
Division of Special Education

1500 Highway 36 W OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Roseville, MN 55113 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 612-582-8610; Fax: 612-582-8789 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: norena.hale@state.mn.us

Purpose: The Minnesota Statewide Systems Change Alliance is a collaborative partnership of parents, state and
local education agencies, institutions of higher education, community service providers, and other organizations
committed to implementing initiatives that will lead to measurable changes in the statewide system of special
education. The goal of the Alliance is to create a comprehensive, integrated service delivery system of highly
skilled personnel who will work together, along with parents, to ensure that students with disabilities are provid-
ed full access to general education programs.

Method: To guide its activities, the Alliance has adopted a model based on information obtained from statewide
needs assessments as well as strategic goals identified by parent and professional groups. The model reflects
priorities in three areas: facilitating access to general education curriculum and achieving results; implementing
a coordinated, multidisciplinary interagency service system; and ensuring the availability of a qualified special
education workforce. These areas represent the general framework from which all professional development and
dissemination initiatives have been designed and will be implemented.

Products. The cadre of trainers trained by the project will provide ongoing staff development to increase collab-
oration between general and special education within the state. The project will develop training modules that
outline a process to help teachers include graduation standards in IEPs or individual interagency plans. An inter-
agency task force created by the project, which includes parents, advocates, and representatives from state agen-
cies, will work together to design a school and community change model emphasizing interactive mastery, ver-
bal persuasion, and vicarious experience. This model will be developed into a training manual; other training
publications will be created and dissemination activities conducted regarding assistive technology planning.

Grant Number: H323A000017
North Dakota State Improvement Grant Project

Project Director: Wilcox, Cindy; Rose, Mary Beginning Date: 7/01/00
North Dakota Department of Public Information Ending Date: 6/30/05
Office of Special Education

State Capitol Building, 600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 201 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Bismarck, ND 58505 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 701-328-2277; Fax: 701-328-4149 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: marose@sendit.nodak.edu
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Purpose: Through the systematic analysis of a wide range of needs assessment data, the North Dakota
Department of Public Instruction and its State Improvement Grant (SIG) Partners have established three goals to
improve the results for children and youth with disabilities: 1) to have the necessary personnel to ensure effec-
tive services for children and youth with disabilities; 2) to have preservice and professional development sys-
tems that will build capacity of general education, special education, educational administration, related services
personnel, and families to ensure quality education for all students in the least restrictive settings; and 3) to have
youth with disabilities attain positive post-school results through consistent statewide transition planning and
implementation.

Method: To provide the necessary personnel with preservice and professional development, the SIG Partners will
develop a coordinated approach to meeting these needs statewide, including participation of the Partners in a
leadership academy, roundtables, and numerous collaborative training activities. Pilot sites will be selected for
the training and they will receive support in planning and implementing comprehensive school improvement
strategies that are data-based and support access to the general education curriculum for all students. The sites
will serve as the geographic focus of training that will result in a cadre of field-based consultants and in an
increase in local capacity to provide technical assistance to school personnel. Additionally, a roundtable of the
Partners will offer minigrants for parent and family participation in various activities, including co-training.

Products: Building on existing resources, the project will provide multiple approaches for delivery of continued
technical assistance and training for service providers in a rural state through use of electronic technology and
interactive television. Formal mentoring relationships will sustain and support first-year special education teach-
ers throughout the state in a Resident Teacher Program. A network of field-based consultants will be established
in each region of the state, not limited to public school personnel, but inclusive of other agencies.

Grant Number: H323A000019
Oklahoma State Improvement Grant

Project Director: Bergant, Margaret Beginning Date: 7/01/00
Oklahoma State Department of Education Ending Date: 6/30/05
2500 North Lincoln Boulevard

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 405-521-3351; Fax: 405-522-3503 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: margaret_bergant@mail.sde.state.ok.us E-mail: larry wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: The purpose of the Oklahoma State Improvement Grant (SIG) is to promote a systems change effort to
ensure that all personnel who work with children with disabilities are prepared and supported in providing a high
quality education. The plan for Oklahoma'’s state improvement grant includes two major goals: 1) prepare chil-
dren and youth with disabilities to meet the challenging state standards and make successful transitions to adult
life through the establishment of a sustainable model of personnel preparation and professional development;
and 2) ensure an adequate supply of qualified personnel to address regional shortages and to meet the needs of
children and youth with disabilities by strengthening an infrastructure to support a comprehensive, coordinated
system of recruitment, retention, and retraining activities.

Method: To achieve the first goal, multiple partnerships will be established between the state education agency
(SEA), families, institutions of higher education (IHEs), local education agencies (LEASs), and communities, to
more effectively prepare and support inclusive personnel at both the IHE and LEA levels through the redesign of
the content and delivery of preservice personnel programs and the creation of regional professional development
schools within LEAs. To achieve the second goal, existing recruitment, mentoring, and other teacher support
activities will be expanded. A broad-based state level committee will be established to study issues in the area
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of recruitment, retention, and retraining and make recommendations regarding special education and related
service personnel needs in the state.

Products: The project will produce systems change in personnel preparation and significant improvement in
Oklahoma’s personnel development infrastructure. The overall model and strategies for achieving these goals
are research-based and provide for translation of research to practice in personnel preparation.

Grant Number: H323A010003
Wyoming State Improvement Grant “Project Readiness”

Project Director: Walk, Rebecca Beginning Date: 8/01/01
Wyoming Department of Education Ending Date: 7/31/06
2300 Capitol Ave.

2nd Floor, Hathaway Bldg. OSEP Contact. Larry Wexler
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0050 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 307-777-7417; Fax: 307-777-6234 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: rwalk@educ.state.wy.us

Purpose: The Wyoming State Improvement Grant (WySIG) will build a systemic reform approach to ensure that
all students, including students with special needs, actively participate in the regular classroom as Wyoming
moves to a rigorous, standards-based educational system. Students with disabilities will receive the core educa-
tional services and programs that will enable them to master all of the state standards, beginning with the gradu-
ating class of 2005 and beyond.

Method: The four basic components of this reform approach involve: 1) improving the preservice and inservice
training for teachers of Wyoming’s students with disabilities; 2) recruiting and training qualified personnel to
meet the needs of Wyoming’s students with disabilities; 3) providing Wyoming’s parents with learning tools to
effect school reform; and 4) creating partnerships to implement this reform project. The project will integrate
these four diverse components into an effective vehicle for educational reform in the best interests of Wyoming’s
students with disabilities. To achieve the vision, changes will be made at the school, local education agency, and
the state level to help students.

Products: All initiatives for this project begin and end with the standards. The project begins by identifying the
needs of the student with a disability and then proposing and executing activities that ultimately help that student
meet the standards all other students are expected to meet. The ultimate outcome is to change policy at the state
level by involving all the stakeholders and increasing the effectiveness of inclusive classroom practices by educators.

Grant Number: H323A010005
Florida’s State Improvement Grant

Project Director: Goff, Shan Beginning Date: 8/01/01
Florida Department of Education Ending Date: 7/31/06
Bureau of Inst Support & Community Srvcs

325 West Gaines St. OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 850-488-1570; Fax: 850-921-8246 E-mail: larry. wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: goffs@mail.doe.state.fl.us
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Purpose: The purpose of Florida’s State Improvement Grant (SIG) is to improve results for students with dis-
abilities by increasing the state’s capacity to recruit, prepare, and retain sufficient numbers of qualified personnel
to provide effective instructional and related services.

Method: The project consists of three major goals to accomplish this purpose: 1) ensure that sufficient numbers
of qualified personnel are available in all regions of the state to provide effective instructional and related servic-
es; 2) enhance the capacity of colleges of education and departments of special education to increase the quality
of personnel preparation programs through the development and implementation of Faculty Innovation
Institutes; and 3) support the participation of the state’s Parent Training and Information Center (operated by the
Family Network on Disabilities) in collaborative opportunities designed to increase the quality and availability
of special education and related services personnel.

Products: The SIG will work with the existing system of the nine regional Comprehensive System of Personnel
Development (CSPD) Professional Development Partnerships. Each Partnership will design and implement
activities to increase recruitment and retention of special education personnel (including administrators, teachers,
paraprofessionals, and related service providers) into the profession. Through the design and implementation of
annual Faculty Innovation Institutes, the project will provide teams of general and special education faculty from
the state’s universities and colleges with information and skills to increase the capacity of preservice preparation
programs to provide effective, needs-based, research-validated personnel preparation.

Grant Number: H323A010006
State Improvement Grant for Special Education

Project Director: Wohle, Roberta; Petroff, Jerry G. Beginning Date: 8/01/01
New Jersey Department of Education " Ending Date: 7/31/06
Office of Special Education Programs

P.O. Box 500 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Trenton, NJ 08625-0500 - Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 609-633-2040; Fax: 609-292-5558 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

E-mail: rwohle@doe.state.nj.us; jpetroffi@doe.state.nj.us

Purpose: New Jersey’s State Improvement Grant is responsive to the challenge identified through the self-
assessment process of the New Jersey Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs, recent
federal compliance reviews, and the vision of key self-assessment stakeholders: to maximize the development
and learning of children and youth with disabilities ages birth to 21.

Method: The project goals include: 1) creating positive and effective school environments that promote partici-
pation of students with disabilities in the general education curriculum and in academic, nonacademic, and extra-
curricular programs and the school community, and that promote successful transition of students with disabili-
ties to adult life and community inclusion; 2) creating positive and effective school environments that foster col-
laboration with families of students with disabilities; 3) fostering the successful transition of children with dis-
abilities from early intervention to preschool programs; and 4) recruiting general and special education personnel
prepared to educate students with disabilities in inclusive programs.

Products: The New Jersey State Improvement Grant will contribute to comprehensive statewide systems change
regarding access, equity, and positive outcomes for students with disabilities.
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Grant Number: H323A010011
Circle of Commitment: New Mexico State Improvement Grant

Project Director: Anderson, Bonnie Beginning Date: 8/01/01
New Mexico State Department of Education Ending Date: 7/31/06
Special Education Unit

300 Don Gaspar Unit OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2786 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 505-827-6541 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: This State Improvement Grant creates the structural changes that New Mexico (NM) needs at state,
regional and local levels to ensure that systemic improvements will occur. The four goals are: 1) build state edu-
cation agency capacity for system alignment; improve student access, participation, and progress in general edu-
cation; and provide FAPE; 2) establish a statewide system of personnel development and address under-repre-
sentation in the professional education workforce; 3) improve student outcomes and support high needs districts;
and 4) improve family and student participation and leadership in systemic reform.

Method: To align special and general education personnel development and improvement goals, local efforts
must simultaneously be facilitated and guided at the regional and state levels. This three-tiered structure for
change—local, regional, and state— will link reform strategies and ensure that systemic change will be sus-
tained. Local level strategies will improve the school-level EPSS (Education Plans for Student Success) and
include students with disabilities in the system of school improvement and accountability. At the regional level,
the Regional Education Centers/Regional Cooperative Centers will be linked and coordinated with institutions of
higher education to create an unprecedented partnership with local districts and parent training and information
centers for system-wide personnel development. At the state level, a Personnel Development Mega-Council will
be formed, with local and regional representation. Together these partnerships will provide a regional learning
and support community, a state-wide train-the-trainer institute, and local district Professional Development
Teams, to create a continuum of personnel development opportunities from initial recruitment, to preservice
preparation, to school district induction, to continuing development. Ten “Pioneer” districts have been selected
to serve as demonstration sites for several initiatives, so that specific reform strategies can be validated before
they are replicated statewide.

Products: The project will create a coherent set of strategic goals and actions that will impact priority student,
family, and personnel outcomes. By involving families and consumers as meaningful partners with state and
local leaders in systemic reforms, project results will be sustained and strengthened beyond the project period.

Grant Number: H323A010012
Connecting IDEAs Project

Prgject Director: Gill, Douglas H.; Colwell, Lou Beginning Date: 8/01/01
Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction Ending Date: 7/31/06
Special Education, 600 South Washington St.

Olympia, WA 98504-7200 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 360-753-6733; Fax: 360-586-0247 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: dgill@ospi.wednet.edu E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: The mission of the Connecting IDEAs Project (CIP) is to initiate, develop, and maintain a system for
improving results of special education services in Washington. The goals that will guide the work of the
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partnership to meet the state’s mission and to build capacity to improve results for children and youth with dis-
abilities are as follows: 1) improve the academic performance of students receiving special education services;
2) improve the post-school performance of students receiving special education services; 3) ensure that eligible
special education students receive a free appropriate public education; 4) enhance preservice preparation oppor-
tunities for all personnel; 5) enhance inservice preparation activities; and 6) retain and enhance skills of existing
special education personnel.

Method: Washington State has developed a comprehensive set of performance standards, the Essential Academic
Learning Requirements (EALRs). The Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) measures student
performance towards the EALRs. Students with disabilities are expected to meet the EALRs and participate in
the WASL, as appropriate. In order to ensure that children and youth with disabilities participate and succeed in
achieving the EALRs, a partnership will facilitate and strengthen the educational systems needed to support
these children and youth. The partnership includes Washington’s Parent Training and Information Center, insti-
tutions of higher education (IHEs), Educational Service Districts (regional), local education agencies, and many
others. As the system changes, other individuals and organizations with expertise will be identified and invited

" to join the partnership to ensure continuation and refinement of the system well beyond the funding period of the
grant,

Products: CIP products will be: 1) demonstration sites focusing on research to practice, 2) county community
councils focusing on secondary transition; 3) IHE and demonstration site links focusing on preservice education;
4) a training clearinghouse focusing on inservice education; 5) an online academy focusing on recruitment and
retention; 6) a mentorship program to improve retention; and 7) a cadet training program to improve recruitment.
The anticipated results will be a coordinated system to support children and youth with disabilities which will
ultimately benefit also their families, education and service providers, professional development providers,
organizations representing individuals with disabilities, and local communities.

—
——

Grant Number: H323A010013
Oregon’s Special Education State Improvement Plan: Project PURSUIT
(Providing Ultimate Results for Students Using Improved Teaching)

Project Director: Johnson, Steve; Burr, Jacquelyn Beginning Date: 8/01/01
Oregon Department of Education Ending Date: 7/31/06
255 Capitol St. NE

Salem, OR 97310-0203 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 503-378-3600; Fax: 503-378-5156 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: steve johnson@state.or.us E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: Oregon’s State Improvement Plan for Special Education — Project Pursuit — will support partnerships
to achieve these three goals: 1) improve reading achievement for students with disabilities; 2) have greater
access to the Oregon Statewide Assessment System at their appropriate instruction levels for students with dis-
abilities; and 3) recruit and retain highly qualified special education personnel.

Method: To arrive at these goals, four distinct needs were identified by educators and parents, and were
informed and driven by data provided by the Teacher Standards and Practices Commission, the Oregon
University System, and the Oregon Department of Education. The four needs are the following: 1) children with
disabilities demonstrate low levels of achievement in reading; 2) children with disabilities have low levels of
participation in statewide assessments and those who participate demonstrate poor performance in assessments;
3) teacher attrition in general and special education remains high and is growing; and 4) teachers are in great
need of strategies for differentiating instruction, increasing participation in assessment, and teaching reading.
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The partnerships carrying out the work will involve the Oregon Department of Education, five campuses of the
Oregon University System (the University of Oregon, Portland State University, Eastern Oregon University,
Western Oregon University, and Southern Oregon University), five education service districts, local school dis-
tricts, and the Coalition in Oregon for Parent Education.

Products: This project will improve the identification and diagnosis of reading difficulties in students with dis-
abilities, improve reading instruction, include greater numbers of these students in the Oregon Statewide
Assessment System, and support recruitment and retention efforts statewide.

Grant Number: H323A010015
Maine State Improvement Plan

Project Director: Rosen, Pamela Clark Beginning Date: 8/01/01
Maine Department of Education Ending Date: 7/31/06
23 State House Station '

Augusta, ME 04333-0023 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 207-625-6650; Fax: 207-624-6651 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: pam.rosen@state.me.us E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: Like many states, Maine is currently addressing educational reform, focused on “The Learning
Results,” among the highest standards in the nation. This State Improvement Grant will fully integrate special
education personnel, services, and students with disabilities and their families into Maine’s systemic efforts.

Method: The project will carry out the following activities: 1) improve the participation and performance of stu-
dents with disabilities in Maine’s Learning Results; 2) increase parent education, support, satisfaction, and
involvement in Maine’s initiatives at the local, district, regional, and state levels; 3) improve Maine’s system of
recruitment, retention, and certification of special education personnel; 4) improve the ongoing professional
development of parents and educators; and 5) build the capacity of Maine’s educational accountability system to
address state performance goals and indicators. Professional development activities will be delivered through
regional partnerships involving the Maine Department of Education, school districts, inservice prov1ders and
institution of higher education.

Products: As a result of this project, increasing numbers of students with disabilities will: 1) meet the Learning
Results; 2) graduate from high school; and 3) enter postsecondary education and employment. More families
with children with disabilities will be actively involved in their children’s education and in professional develop-
ment activities. The quality of Maine’s educational personnel will improve. Maine’s educational accountability
system will improve its collection, analysis, and use of data at school, district, and state levels.

Grant Number: H323A010017
New York State Improvement Grant

Project Director: DeMay, Fredric; Guigno, Matthew Beginning Date: 8/01/01
New York State Education Department Ending Date: 7/31/06
Voc & Ed Srvcs for Individuals w/Disabil

1 Commerce Plaza, Room 1624 OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Albany, NY 12234 Voice: 202-205-5390
Voice: 518-486-7462; Fax: 518-473-5387 E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

- E-mail: fdemay@mail.nysed.gov

184



182 TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

Purpose: New York’s State Improvement Grant (SIG) will address the need to: 1) reduce the performance gap in
educational achievement between general education and special education students in high-need and low-need
districts; and 2) reduce or eliminate the disproportionality of language and ethnic minority students in classifica-
tion and placement practices.

Method: In those cases where both low performance and disproportionality occur, there is a likelihood that the
root causes on both are the same. They include the lack of parental involvement and effective home-school col-
laboration models; poor use of local data to analyze needs and develop appropriate goals/benchmarks; inade-
quate district and building policy for teaching reading and math; inappropriate evaluation tools, techniques, and
interpretation of results of language and ethnic minority students; inadequate prereferral strategies; inadequate
coordination of mental health programs including behavioral interventions and strength-based planning; inade-
quate IEP development; and a high turnover rate of teachers and leadership personnel. To effect systems change,
three SIG teams consisting of four professionals each will be established statewide to provide ongoing regional
training on specific topics associated with low performance and disproportionality. Targeted districts and
schools in need of improvement will receive intensive (up to 20 days per district) on-site, job-embedded training
from SIG teams tailored to the unique goals and expected outcomes of each district/school. Three cohorts of
approximately 45 school districts each, including all major urban areas, will receive funding for two-year cycles
to participate in the project. These districts have over 50 percent of the students with disabilities in the state.

Products: Targeted districts will provide personnel development programs based on a comprehensive district
planning process for both general education and special education, which will include a personnel development
plan for all paraprofessional and professional staff in the district. Targeted districts will develop and implement
comprehensive plans in partnership with institutions of higher education, parent information and training centers,
and other state agencies involved with the education of students with disabilities. Faculty of institutions of high-
er education with teacher training programs will also be provided with training on topics associated with root
causes of disproportionate representation and low achievement, for inclusion in teacher training programs.

Grant Number: H323A010019
Louisiana’s State Improvement Grant (L.aSIG)

Project Director: Beridon, Virginia Beginning Date: 8/01/01
Louisiana Department of Education Ending Date: 7/31/06
P.O. Box 94064

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064 ‘ OSEP Contact: Larry Wexler
Voice: 225-342-3633; Fax: 225-342-5880 Voice: 202-205-5390
E-mail: vberidon@mail.doe.state.la.us E-mail: larry.wexler@ed.gov

Purpose: This project seeks three broad outcomes in participating schools and districts: 1) increase the number
and quality of general and special education teachers, related service personnel, administrators and other staff;, 2)
increase the access to and participation of children and youth with disabilities and their families in appropriate
and effective special education services and supports; and 3) increase and improve the learning results of chil-
dren and youth with disabilities.

Method: With local and state partners, the project will address these outcomes through seven targeted objectives
that: 1) align and coordinate all current Professional Development offerings; 2) support local schools in targeted
districts to design, implement, and evaluate local agendas of school improvement that blend general and special

education reform initiatives; 3) improve the technology infrastructure available to districts/schools; 4) create ini-
tial teacher education programs that integrate the preparation of general and special educators; 5) improve litera-
cy and numeracy offerings and outcomes for students with disabilities in targeted districts; 6) decrease the
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overrepresentation of minority students in special education; and 7) improve family/school linkages in general
and special education.

Products: The value added by LaSIG will be the expansion of many current initiatives to more completely
address the needs of students with disabilities and their families as well as specific critical issues not currently
being addressed (e.g., improved access and participation of families; overrepresentation of minority students in

special education).

186



187



TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

187

A

Adams, Lois 74
Aghazadian, Marie-Anne 102
Alderton, Judith 101
Anchondo, Marta 118
Anderson, Bonnie 79, 179
Anthony, Tanni L. 24
Antosh, A. Anthony 40, 70
Appell, Madeline W. 41
Archie, Cassandra 130
Armstrong, Janet S. 19
Ammstrong, Michael 162
Autin, Diana MTK 94

B

Baars, Fred 173

Baglin, Carol Anne 74
Bailey-Anderson, Susan 172
Baldwin, Vic 61

Banks, Susan 106, 124
Bergant, Margaret 29, 176
Beridon, Virginia 182
Bishop, Sharon M. 118
Blades, Carol R. 133, 153
Bomar, LaVerne 97

Bost, Loujeania W. 170
Boyer, Lynn 52

Branon, Susan 76
Brauen, Marsha 84

Bryar, Marlene 161
Buckler, Eve 117

Burley, Margaret M. 96
Burr, Jacquelyn 180
Burton, Terry C. 105
Buswell, Barbara E. 126

C

Caplan, Elizabeth 89
Carey, Annette 28
Cashman, Joanne 8
Causey, Julia 157
Chaifetz, Jill 121
Chapman, Kathy 67
Clark, Joyce 142
Cloninger, Chigee 25
Cofer, Rocky 27
Collins, Cheryl 111
Colwell, Lou 179

188

PROJECT DIRECTOR INDEX

Condon, Ellen 30

Cook, Jeff 9

Cooper, Theresa 151
Copenhaver, John 57
Cox, H. Douglas 158
Cox, Kathryn 23

Curry, Chris 106, 124
Curtin, Connie Arzola 123

D

Davenport, Sue 103
Dawson, Theresa K. 106
DeMay, Fredric 181
Demchak, MaryAnn 33
DesJardins, Charlotte 90
Diehl, Nancy 113
Dieter, Vickie 143
Dowaliby, George P. 64, 171
Duenas, Juno 93
Dunham, Bonnie 116
Dykes, Earlene 24

E

Eaddy, Mary S. 90

East, Bill 8

Elliott, Carolyn 29
Endress, Sue 146
Erickson, Kathryn A. 131

F

Falcon del Toro, Licely E. 66
Fleck, Jodi 173

Franklin, Barbara 16
Friedebach, Melodie 168

G

Gaar, SaraJ. 12

Garcia, Isabel 148

Gense, D. Jay 42

Gibson, Jennie 94

Gill, Douglas H. 22, 179
Gilles, Donna 17

Glenn, Catherine 112, 146
Goehl, Karen 14

Goetz, Lori 16

Goff, Shan 177

Goldberg, PaulaF. 4, 100, 135
Gomez, Joel 46



188

TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

Gorospe, Martha 139
Greenfield, Robin G 11
Grisham-Brown, Jennifer 11
Guigno, Matthew 181

H

Haberbosch, Pat 113
Hale, Norena A. 71, 175
Hamilton, James 84
Hanks, Martha S. 115
Harding, Marcia 13
Haring, Kathryn 29
Harris, E. Lowell 20
Harrison, Ron 67
Harrison, Terry L. 64
Hartshome, Nancy S. 34
Hartshome, Timothy S. 34
Hawkins, Connie K. 115
Hebdon, Heather 107, 131
Heizman, Cathy W. 95
Heller, Kathryn W. 13
Hemandez, Luz A. 148
Herner, John 160
Hession, Lucy 164
Hinojosa, Yvette 95
Horner, Rob 59

Hosia, Kanchi 78

J

Jacob, Mark M. 141
Jacoby, Janet 108
Jamison, Sharman 135
Jenness, Roth 113
Johnson, Agnes 150
Johnson, David R. 48
Johnson, Steve 73, 180
Jones, Jana 73

Jones, Janet 166
Jones, Lois 127
Jordan, Dixie 4

K

Kallis, Lynn 108

Kane, Dennis 169

Kelly, Dotty 33

Kelly, Marcia 22
Kennedy, Carol Ann 138
Kennedy, Craig 18
Kirner, Marianne 171
Kloos, Eric 29

Knight, Leah 117
Kohl, Frances 38
Kozleski, Elizabeth 3
Kretschmer, Robert 41

L

LaChance, Janice 123
LaCorte, Mary C. 115
Lambert, Sammie 67
Lee, Leslie 125

Leeper, Lyrme S. 104
LeMahieu, Paul 165
Lewis, Preston 11

Lewis, Richard J. 68
Link, Yvone 137
Logsdon, Paulette 120
Lomely-Baker, Nina 137
Losh, Mary Ann 65, 171
Lovett, David 29

M

Magliocca, Larry 55
Maloney, Greg 68
Markey, D.J. 152
Markey, Ursula 152
Markowitz, Joy 44
Marsal, Linda 5, 7
Mason, Barbara 18
Masui, Gail 75

Maurer, Ralph 17
Maurer, Steven A. 35
McCarty, Beverly 136
McClain, Catherine 26
McDowell, Linda 15
McGraw, M. Loretta 38
McGregor, Gail 30
McMenamin, Patrick 16
McNulty, Joe 61

Meeks, James T. 23
Meyer, Janice S. 91
Mieczkowski, Mary Ann 9
Miller, Jerri 126, 145
Mittnacht, Marcia M. 167
Moore, Caroline 76, 77
Moore, Dennis 91
Moore, Donald R. 103
Morales, Maria T. 38
Murrell, Martha R. 20

189



TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

N

Nakano, L. 27
Nettleton, Kathryn 72
Nieto, Faye 128

(0]

Olsen, Kenneth 54, 69
Orelove, Fred 37
Osbourn, Pat 26
Ottlinger, Kerry A. 9, 160

P

Padilla, Leticia 149
Palsis, Canny 150
Parker, Alice D. 167
Parr, Susan 40

Penitusi, Faanati 112
Perez, AnaM. 144

Peter, Marshall 43
Peters-Johnson, Cassandra 82
Peterson, Beverly 99
Peterson, Mary Ellen 132
Petroff, Jerry G. 10, 178
Porter, Robin 140

Post, Helen W. 94

Pratt, Sue 93

Prescott, Nancy 89

Price, Charlotte 122

R

Reedy, Kristin 57
Reiman, John 63
Reynolds, Jule 99, 154
Ringlan, Mary 127
Ripley, Suzanne 51
Rivera-Putz, Lourdes 144
Robison, Richard J. 108
Rodriguez-Sullivan, Maria E. 96
Rose, Mary 175

Rosen, Pamela Clark 181
Rosin, Donald 119
Rowell, Deborah 98
Runkel, Robert 30, 172
Russo, Joyce E. 35

S

Saines, Carol 97

Sakwa, Diane 142

Sanspree, Mary Jean 15
Schember-Lang, Jennifer 117

Schendel, Julie 157
Schlesinger, Karen T. 129

Schliesser, Barbara 39, 65, 171

Schroeder, Bruce 165
Seamons, Blaine L.. 21
Selles, Carmen 125
Semrau, Barbara 95

Serak, Jan 122

Slack, P. J. Ford 174

Smith, Deborah Deutsch 80
Spinkston, Charlotte R. 138
Stephens, Thomas M. 32
Stodden, Robert 33

Stovall, Wanda 95

Stremel, Kathleen 61
Strong, Patrick 93

Sugai, George 59

Sullivan, Jane 78

T

Takemoto, Cherie 104
Taycher, Karen- 121
Taylor, Mae 70
Tellefsen, Joan M. 110
Tenenbaum, Norman 152
Thieme, Louise 114
Thomas, Josie 133
Thompson, Jacquelyn 163
Thorngate, Paula 147
Thurlow, Martha 45
Totok, Sherry 142
Townsend, Brenda L. 50
Traniello, Dina 159
Tripcony, Darleen R. 13
Trohanis, Pat 83

U
Urbina, Marta 110

Vv

Valdivieso, Carol 51, 81
Van Curen, Sallie A, 92
Van Eck, Linda 31

W

Walk, Rebecca 36, 177
Walker, Gail 140
Warkomski, Frank 19
West, Bethann 101
West, Lynda 46

190



190

TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

Whaley, Renee M. 129
Whetstone, Mabrey 66
Wilcox, Cindy 175
Windler, William 24
Wohle, Roberta 64, 178
Wright, James V. 56

/
Zeller, Richard 55
Zienkewicz, Connie 92

191



TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

191

ORGANIZATION INDEX

A

Academy for Educational Development, Inc.

Access for Special Kids 99, 154

Advocacy Center, Inc. 130

Advocacy Coalition for People with Disabilities 136

Advocates for Children of New York 121

Advocates for Justice and Education, inc. 101

Agenda for Children 152

Alabama Department of Education 66, 157

Alaska Department of Education and Early
Development 68, 174

All Our Children 147

American Institutes for Research 84

American Samoa Parents are Vital to Education 112

Arc of Davidson County 152

Arc of Mississippi 105, 150

Arc of Texas 149

Arizona State Schools for the Deaf and the Blind 24

Arkansas Department of Education 13, 76

Arkansas Disability Coalition 95

Asociacion de Padres pro Bienestar de Ninos
Impedidos de Puerto Rico 125

Auburn University - Montgomery 56

51, 81

C

California Department of Education 167

Central Michigan University 34

Child Advocacy Center 95

Citizens Alliance to Uphold Special Education 93

Colorado Department of Education 24, 74

Columbia University 41

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 66

Connecticut Department of Education 64, 171

Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center, Inc. 89

Council for Exceptional Children 5, 7, 52, 82

Council for Retarded Citizens of Jefferson County,
Kentucky, Inc. 140

D

Delaware Department of Education 9

Designs for Change 103

Direction Services, Inc. 43

Discapacitados Abriendose Caminos 144
Doorways Alliance Utah Parent Center 94
Down Syndrome Association of San Diego 142

E
Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center 115

192

Exceptional Family Support, Education, and Advocacy
Center of Northern California, Inc. 98
Exceptional Parents Unlimited, Inc. 125

F

Families A.C.T. 137

Families Helping Families of GNO 117
Families Involved Together, Inc. 142

Families Together Inc. 92

Families Together of the Palouse 106, 124
Family Network on Disabilities of Florida, Inc. 129
Family Resource Center on Disabilities 90
Family T. I. E. S. Network 97

Federation for Children with Special Needs .108
Florida Department of Education 177

G

George Washington University 46
Georgia Department of Education 161
Georgia State University 13

Great Lakes Inter Tribal Council 119

H

Hawaii Department of Education 27, 75, 165
Hope Network 143

I

[daho Department of Education 73, 166

ldaho Parents Unlimited, Inc. 115

1llinois State Board of Education 23, 173

Indiana Resource Center for Families with Special
Needs, Inc. 101

Indiana State University 14

Inter Island Parent Coalition for Change

lowa Department of Education 35, 157

112, 146

K

Kansas State Department of Education 9, 160
Kentucky Department of Education 11, 162
Kosrae Special Parent Network 150
KY-SPIN, [nc. 120

L

Learning Disabilities Association of Hawaii 117
Louisiana Department of Education 35, 182
Loving Your Disabled Child 151

M
Maine Department of Education 181



192

TA& D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

Maine Parent Federation 123
Marshall Islands Ministry of Education 78

Maryland State Department of Education 38, 74,
164
Massachusetts Department of Education 72, 167

Mentor Parent Program, Inc. 140

Michigan Department of Education 163

Minnesota Department of Children, Families and
Learning 29, 71, 175

Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education 31, 168

Missouri Parents Act 108

Montana Office of Public Instruction 30, 172

N

National Association of State Directors of Special
Education, Inc. 8, 44

National Center for Latinos with Disabilities, Inc. 96

Nebraska Department of Education 39, 65, 171

Nevada P.E.P. Inc. 121

New Hampshire Department of Education 159

New Jersey Department of Education 10, 64, 178

New Mexico State Department of Education 79,
179

New York State Education Department 181

North Carolina Department of Public [nstruction 20,
173

North Dakota Department of Public Instruction 27,
175

0

Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with
Disabilities 96

Ohio Department of Education

Ohio State University 55

Oklahoma Parents Center, Inc. 118

160

Oklahoma State Department of Education 29, 176
Oregon COPE Project, Inc. 89
Oregon Department of Education 42, 73, 180

P.

PACER Center, Inc. 4, [00, 135

Parent Education Network 114

Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center 104

Parent Information Center (Buffalo, Wyoming) 106

Parent Information Center (Concord, New Hampshire)
116

Parent Information Center of Delaware, Inc. 102

Parent to Parent of Miami, Inc. 148

Parent to Parent Power 137

United We Stand of New York

Parents Educating Parents, PEPP, Inc. 97

Parents Helping Parents, Inc. 132

Parents Helping Parents—San Francisco, Inc. 127

Parents Let’s Unite for Kids 91

Parents’ Place of Maryland, Inc. 133

Parents Reaching Out to Help 92

Parents Reaching Out to Parents of South Carolina,
Inc. (PRO-Parents) 90

PARENTS, Inc. 128

Partners Resource Network, Inc. 91,

Pathfinder Services of North Dakota, Inc. 131

PEAK Parent Center, Inc. 126, 145

Penn Tech/Lancaster-Lebanon University 19

Pennsylvania Department of Education 78, 170

People with Attentional & Developmental Disabilities
Association 141

Perkins School for the Blind 18

Philadelphia HUNE, Inc. 148

Pilot Parents of Southern Arizona

Pohnpei Special Parent Network

108
127

Puerto Rico Department of Education 38

R

RAISING Special Kids 110

Resources for Children with Special Needs
Rhode [sland College 40, 70

Rhode Island Parent Information Network, Inc. 111

129

S
San Francisco State University 16
South Carolina Department of Education 22
South Dakota Parent Connection, Inc. 99
Southwest Communication Resources EPICS Project
139
Special Education Action Committee, Inc.
Special Education Service Agency 12
Statewide Parent Advocacy Network, Inc. 94
Support and Training for Exceptional Parents, Inc.
113
Support for Families of Children with Disabilities 93

133, 153

T

Team of Advocates for Special Kids 110, 118
Tennessee Department of Education 18

Texas Education Agency 20

Texas Fiesta Educativa 95

U
144

1383



TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

193

University of Alabama 15

University of Colorado 3

University of Dayton 32

University of Florida 17

University of Hawaii 33

University of Idaho 11

University of Kentucky 54, 67, 68, 69
University of Minnesota 45, 48

University of Nevada 33

University of New Mexico 26

University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill 83
University of Oregon 55, 59, 76, 77
University of South Dakota 40

University of South Fiorida 50

University of Southern Mississippi 15
University of Vermont 25

Urban Pride/IPEST 138

Utah State Office of Education 21, 70, 165
Utah State University 57

v

Vanderbilt University 80

Vermont Department of Education 169

Vermont Parent Information Center 123
Virginia Commonwealth University 37
Virginia Department of Education 158

w

Washington Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction 179

Washington Parents Are Vital in Education 104,
107, 131

Washington State Superintendent of Public [nstruction

22
West Virginia Department of Education 28

West Virginia Parent Training and Information, Inc.

113
Westat, Inc. 84
WestEd 57

Western Oregon University 61, 63

Wisconsin Family Assistance Center for Education,
Training, and Support, Inc. 122, 146

Wyoming Department of Education 36, 177

194



194 TA& D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

STATE INDEX
A Missouri 31, 108, 168
Alabama 15, 56 Montana 30, 91, 172
Alaska 66, 133, 153, 157, 174
American Samoa 112 : N
Arizona 24, 108, 110 Nebraska 39, 65, 171
Arkansas 12, 13, 68, 76, 95, 128 Nevada 33, 121
New Hampshire 116, 159
C New Jersey 10, 64, 94, 178
California 16, 57, 93, 98, 110, 118, 125, 127, New Mexico 26, 79, 92, 139, 179
132, 142, 151, 167 New York 41, 121, 129, 130, 144, 181
Colorado 3, 24, 74, 126, 145 North Carolina 20, 83, 115, 143, 173
Connecticut 64, 89, 171 North Dakota 27, 131, 175
D o
Delaware 9, 102 Ohio 32, 55, 95, 96, 160
District of Columbia 46, 51, 81, 84, 101 Oklahoma 29, 118, 176
Oregon 42, 43, 55, 59, 61, 63, 73, 76, 77, 89,
F 180
Federated States of Micronesia 127, 150
Florida 17, 50, 129, 148, 177 P
Pennsylvania 19, 78, 114, 140, 148, 170
G Puerto Rico 38, 66, 125
Georgia 13, 97, 161
' R
H Rhode Island 40, 70, 111
Hawaii 27, 33, 75, 117, 165
S
I South Carolina 22, 90, 136
Idaho 11, 73, 106, 115, 124, 166 South Dakota 40, 99
Illinois 23, 90, 96, 97, 103, 173
Indiana 14, 101 T
lIowa 35, 99, 154, 157 Tennessee 18, 80, 113, 152
Texas 20, 91, 95, 149
K
Kansas 9, 92, 137, 160 U
Kentucky -11, 54, 67-69, 120, 140, 162 Utah 21, 57, 70, 94, 165
L : \Y
Louisiana 35, 117, 152, 182 Vermont 25, 123, 169
. _ Virgin Islands 112, 146 .
M Virginia 5, 7, 8, 37, 44, 52, 82, 104, 141, 158
Maine 123, 181
Marshall Islands 78 W
Maryland 38, 74, 84, 133, 142, 164 Washington 22, 104, 107, 131, 137, 147, 179
Massachusetts 18, 72, 108, 138, 167 West Virginia 28, 113
Michigan 34, 93, 163 Wisconsin 119, 122, 146

Minnesota 4, 29, 45, 48, 71, 100, 135, 144, 175 Wyoming 36, 106, 177
Mississippi 15, 105, 150

1385



TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement ) 195

SUBJECT INDEX
A Educational Assessment 64-79
Academic Standards 45 Educational Needs Assessment 84
Access to the General Education Curriculum 45 Educational Policy 8, 44
Accountability 45, 64-79, 159, 160, 164, 167,170 Elementary Schools 84
Administrator Education — see Leadership Training Emotional/Behavior Disorders 59, 161
Advocate Partnerships 4 Employment Opportunities 52 ,
American Indians, Eskimos, and Aleuts 24, 27, 36, 39, Empowerment Zones/Enterprise Communities 90, 91,
40, 91, 106, 119, 124, 139 101, 108, 141, 145

Asians and Pacific Islanders 137
Assistive Technology 16 F

Family Empowerment 4, 48, 89-154
B Family Involvement 158-160, 162, 167, 173*
Beginning Reading 66 A Family Involvement — see also Home-School
Behavior Disorders — see Emotional/Behavior Collaboration

Disorders Federal Program Information Synthesis 44

Behavior Interventions 59 Federal-State Communication 44
Behavior Management 163, 171, 173 Functional Assessment 32, 37
C G
Career Development 52 Grant Acquisition and Management 80

Clearinghouses 46, 51, 52, 63, 82
Collaboration/Partnerships 4, 5, 7, 8, 48, 61, 64-79, 81, H

83 Hearing Impairments — see Deafness/Partial Hearing
Communication Strategies 18 High School Completion — see Dropout Prevention
Community Parent Resource Centers 136-154 Hispanics 96, 144, 148
Conflict Resolution 78 Historically Black Colleges and Universities 80
Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process 64-79  Home-School Collaboration 157-183
Credentials 64 Home-School Collaboration — se¢ also Family

Involvement

D
Data Collection and Analysis 84 I
Data Systems 64-79, 159, 171 IDEA Implementation 4, 5, 7, 8, 84
Deaf Interpreting 169 Inclusion 3, 30, 160, 164, 173-176
Deaf-Blindness—National Programs 61-63 Individual Student Planning Process 30
Deaf-Blindness—State and Multi-State Programs 9-42 Individualized Education Programs 157
Deafness/Partial Hearing 169 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act — see
Dispute Resolution 43 IDEA Implementation
Doctoral Programs 50 Information Dissemination 89-154
Dropout Prevention 157, 158, 162, 167, 168, 173 Information Dissemination—National Programs 3-5, 7,
Due Process 43, 78 46, 51, 61, 80-84

. Integrated Assessment 32
E ' Interagency Cooperation — see
Early Intervention 83, 159-165, 167, 169 Collaboration/Partnerships
Early-Intervention-to-School Transition — see Interstate Agreements 165

Transition from Early Intervention to School

An asterisk after a page number indicates that the reference occurs in more than one project on that page.

196



196

TA&D, Parent Information, and State Improvement

L

Large-Scale Assessment 45
Leadership Training 173

Literacy Education 157*, 158, 167-169
Low-Incidence Disabilities 171

M

Match Maker Projects 14, 16, 18, 24-26, 30, 32, 33, 37
Middle Schools 84

Military Parents 107, 131

Minority Personnel 80

Minority Researchers 50

Minority Students 138

Minority Teacher Recruitment 170, 171

N
Native Americans — see American Indians, Eskimos,
and Aleuts

O

Occupational Therapy 169
Orientation Skills 14
Outcomes of Education 48
Outreach Programs 89-154

P

Paraprofessional Personnel 157, 159, 162, 164-167,
174 '

Parent Education 89-154

Parent Empowerment — see Family Empowerment

Parent Involvement — see Family Involvement or
Home-School Collaboration

Parent Training and Information Centers 89-154

Partial Hearing — see Deafness/Partial Hearing

Partnerships — see Collaboration/Partnerships

Personnel Development 157-183

Personnel Preparation 52, 80

Personnel Recruitment/Retention 52, 157-183

Personnel Supply and Demand 52

Physical Therapy 169

Policy Formation 8

Policy Synthesis 44

Positive Behavioral Supports 37

Postsecondary Education 46

Poverty Areas 140

R

Reading Instruction 66

Regional Resource Centers 54-58
Research Capacity Development 50
Research Dissemination 82
Research-to-Practice Link 3, 50
Resource Centers 89-154

S

School-to-Adult-Life Transition — see Transition from
School to Adult Life -

Secondary Education 48

Self-Assessment (Groups) 64-79

Serious Emotional Disturbance — see
Emotional/Behavior Disorders

Service Coordination — see
Collaboration/Partnerships

Severe Disabilities 3

Sign Language Interpreting 169

Speech-Language Therapy 169

Standards-Based Education 158, 160, 164, 167, 169,
170, 172, 173, 176

State Program Improvement 64-79, 157-183

State Standards 157-183

Statewide Assessment 25, 161, 168, 169

Statewide Planning 64-79, 157-183

Suspensions/Expulsions 157, 167

T

Teacher Credentialing 157*, 165, 167

Technical Assistance 61, 64-79, 81, 83, 89-154,
157-183

Technical Assistance Delivery System 135

Technical Assistance Needs Assessment 84

Testing Accommodations 45

Transition from Early Intervention to School 64, 71,
72 -

Transition from School to Adult Life 48, 64*, 66, 71,
157, 159-163, 165, 171, 175, 176, 178

Travel Skills 14

Trend Analysis 84

U
Urban Areas 3, 50, 138

w
World Wide Web-Based Courses 26

An asterisk after a page number indicates that the reference occurs in more than one project on that page.

197



L NS ®

U.S. Department of Education E n I c
Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI)

National Library of Education (NLE)
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC)

NOTICE

RODUC ASI

D This document is covered by a signed “Reproduction Release
(Blanket) form (on file within the ERIC system), encompassing all
or classes of documents from its source organization and, therefore,

does not require a “Specific Document” Release form.

[j This document is Federally-funded, or carries its own permission to
reproduce, or is otherwise in the public domain and, therefore, may
be reproduced by ERIC without a signed Reproduction Release form

(either “Specific Document” or “Blanket”).

EFF-089 (9/97)



