
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 462 163 PS 030 095

TITLE Parent Organizations and Schools: Team Up for Kids!
INSTITUTION Partnership for Family Involvement in Education (ED),

Washington, DC.
PUB DATE 2000-00-00
NOTE 7p.

AVAILABLE FROM ED Pubs, P.O. Box 1398, Jessup, MD 20794-1398. Tel:
877-433-7827 (Toll Free); Tel: 800-872-5327 (Toll Free); Web
site: http://www.ed.gov/PFIE.

PUB TYPE Guides Non-Classroom (055)
EDRS PRICE MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS Elementary Secondary Education; *Family School Relationship;

Parent Associations; Parent Participation; Parent School
Relationship; *Parents; *Partnerships in Education; *Schools

IDENTIFIERS Family Support

ABSTRACT
This pamphlet notes how active family involvement in

education can benefit children's achievement, attitudes, schools, and
teachers. It describes how families and schools can work together to
contribute to the education process. The pamphlet details the components of a
family-school partnership promise to work together, exchange information,
share decision-making, and collaborate for children's learning. The pamphlet
also includes a form for joining the Partnership for Family Involvement in
Education and delineates materials available from the U.S. Department of
Education providing guidelines for getting families involved in education.
Finally, the pamphlet describes ways parent organizations and schools can
support family involvement in education by: (1) opening the lines of
communication and making families feel welcome as equal partners; (2) giving
teachers the tools to reach out to families; (3) setting high expectations
for children by helping them enroll in challenging courses; (4) using
technology to link parents to the classroom; (5) overcoming language
barriers; and (6) encouraging communities to join family-school partnerships.
(KB)

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
from the original document.



WHEN SCHOOLS AND
FAMILIES TEAM UP TO

HELP CHILDREN LEARN,
EVERYONE WINS!

Research shows that when families are
actively involved in their children's
education, children

earn better grades and test scores;
behave better and have more positive
attitudes;

graduate from high school at higher
rates; and

are more likely to go on to higher
education

Schools are often more positively
recognized, and teacher morale and job
satisfaction also go up when parents
are more involved!

"Better education is everybody's
business!"

Richard W. Riley
U.S. Secretary of Education

This brochure is in the public domain.
Feel free to photocopy or reprint it.

Parent Organizations
and Schools:

TEAM UP
FOR KIDS!

Partnership for Family Involvement
in Education

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Educational Research and lrnprovement

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION

Afl
CENTER (ERIC)

This document has been reproduced as
received from the person or organization
originating it.

0 Minor changes have been made to
improve reproduction quality.

Points of view or opinions stated in this
document do not necessarily represent
official OERI position or policy.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

2



JO
IN

 T
H

E
 P

A
R

T
N

E
R

SH
IP

 F
O

R
FA

M
IL

Y
 I

N
V

O
L

V
E

M
E

N
T

 I
N

 E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

FA
M

IL
Y

-S
C

H
O

O
L

 P
A

R
T

N
E

R
SH

IP
 P

R
O

M
IS

E
F

am
ili

es
 a

nd
 s

ch
oo

ls
 a

cr
os

s 
A

m
er

ic
a 

in
cr

ea
si

ng
ly

ar
e 

ac
ce

pt
in

g 
m

ut
ua

l r
es

po
ns

ib
ili

ty
 fo

r 
ch

ild
re

n'
s 

le
ar

ni
ng

. W
he

n
fa

m
ili

es
 a

re
 in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 c
hi

ld
re

n'
s 

le
ar

ni
ng

, a
t s

ch
oo

l a
nd

 a
t h

om
e,

 s
ch

oo
ls

w
or

k 
be

tte
r 

an
d 

st
ud

en
ts

 le
ar

n 
m

or
e.

S
ch

oo
ls

 a
nd

 fa
m

ili
es

 a
re

 w
or

ki
ng

 w
ith

 e
m

pl
oy

er
s 

an
d 

co
m

m
un

ity
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

to
 d

ev
el

op
 lo

ca
l p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
s 

th
at

su
pp

or
t a

 s
af

e 
sc

ho
ol

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t w

he
re

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
le

ar
n 

to
 c

ha
lle

ng
in

g 
st

an
da

rd
s.

 B
y 

w
or

ki
ng

to
ge

th
er

, e
xc

ha
ng

in
g

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 s
ha

rin
g 

de
ci

si
on

 m
ak

in
g,

 a
nd

 c
ol

la
bo

ra
tin

g 
fo

r 
ch

ild
re

n'
s 

le
ar

ni
ng

,
ev

er
yo

ne
 c

an
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

e 
to

 th
e

ed
uc

at
io

n 
pr

oc
es

s.

C
om

in
g 

to
ge

th
er

 a
s 

fa
m

ili
es

, l
oc

al
 s

ch
oo

l b
oa

rd
go

ve
rn

an
ce

, a
dm

in
is

tr
at

io
n,

 te
ac

he
rs

 a
nd

 s
ch

oo
l s

ta
ff

, w
e 

fo
rm

th
is

 p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

 a
nd

 a
ff

ir
m

 th
e 

im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f 
fa

m
ily

 in
vo

lv
em

en
t i

n 
ch

ild
re

n'
s

le
ar

ni
ng

. W
e 

pl
ed

ge
 to

:

Sh
ar

e 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y

at
 s

ch
oo

l a
nd

 a
t h

om
e 

to
 g

iv
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
 b

et
te

r 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d

a 
go

od
 s

ta
rt

 in
 li

fe
.

H
el

p 
sc

ho
ol

s
to

 w
el

co
m

e 
fa

m
ili

es
; t

o 
re

ac
h 

ou
t t

o 
fa

m
ili

es
 b

ef
or

e 
pr

ob
le

m
s 

ar
is

e;
 to

 o
ffe

r 
ch

al
le

ng
in

g
co

ur
se

s;
 to

cr
ea

te
 s

af
e 

an
d 

dr
ug

-f
re

e 
le

ar
ni

ng
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ts
; t

o 
or

ga
ni

ze
 tu

to
rin

g 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

th
at

 im
pr

ov
e 

st
ud

en
t

le
ar

ni
ng

; a
nd

 to
 s

up
po

rt
 th

e 
in

cl
us

io
n 

of
 fa

m
ili

es
 in

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 d

ec
is

io
n-

m
ak

in
g

pr
oc

es
s.

H
el

p 
fa

m
ili

es
to

 m
on

ito
r 

st
ud

en
t a

tte
nd

an
ce

, h
om

ew
or

k 
co

m
pl

et
io

n 
an

d 
te

le
vi

si
on

 w
at

ch
in

g;
to

 ta
ke

 th
e 

tim
e 

to
 ta

lk
w

ith
 a

nd
 li

st
en

 to
 th

ei
r 

ch
ild

re
n;

 to
 b

ec
om

e 
ac

qu
ai

nt
ed

 w
ith

 te
ac

he
rs

, a
dm

in
is

tr
at

or
s 

an
d 

sc
ho

ol
 s

ta
ff;

 to
 r

ea
d 

w
ith

yo
un

ge
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

an
d 

sh
ar

e 
a 

go
od

 b
oo

k 
w

ith
 a

 te
en

; t
o 

vo
lu

nt
ee

r 
in

 s
ch

oo
l w

he
n 

po
ss

ib
le

; a
nd

to
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 th
e

sc
ho

ol
 d

ec
is

io
n-

m
ak

in
g 

pr
oc

es
s.

Pr
om

ot
e 

ef
fe

ct
iv

e,
 tw

o-
w

ay
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
io

n
be

tw
ee

n 
fa

m
ili

es
 a

nd
 s

ch
oo

ls
 b

y 
sc

ho
ol

s 
re

du
ci

ng
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l j
ar

go
n

an
d 

br
ea

ki
ng

 d
ow

n 
cu

ltu
ra

l a
nd

 la
ng

ua
ge

 b
ar

rie
rs

 a
nd

 b
y 

fa
m

ili
es

 s
ta

yi
ng

in
 to

uc
h 

w
ith

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
.

Pr
ov

id
e 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 f
or

 f
am

ili
es

to
 le

ar
n 

ho
w

 to
 h

el
p 

th
ei

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
su

cc
ee

d 
in

 s
ch

oo
l a

nd
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

fo
r

sc
ho

ol
 s

ta
ff 

to
 w

or
k 

w
ith

 fa
m

ili
es

.

Su
pp

or
t f

am
ily

-s
ch

oo
l e

ff
or

ts
 to

 im
pr

ov
e 

st
ud

en
t l

ea
rn

in
g

by
 r

ev
ie

w
in

g 
pr

og
re

ss
 r

eg
ul

ar
ly

 a
nd

 s
tr

en
gt

he
ni

ng
co

op
er

at
iv

e 
ac

tio
ns

.

W
e 

w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 to

 b
ec

om
e 

a 
m

em
be

r 
of

 th
e 

Pa
rt

ne
rs

hi
p 

fo
r 

Fa
m

ily
 I

nv
ol

ve
m

en
t

in
 E

du
ca

tio
n.

 W
e 

co
m

m
it 

to
 f

am
ily

-



.

fr
ie

nd
ly

 p
ra

ct
ic

es
 a

nd
 w

ill
 w

or
k 

w
ith

 o
th

er
s 

to
 f

or
m

 p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

s 
th

at
su

pp
or

t c
hi

ld
re

n'
s 

le
ar

ni
ng

. (
Pl

ea
se

 ty
pe

 o
r

pr
in

t t
he

 f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n.

)

Sc
ho

ol
 N

am
e:

Sc
ho

ol
 A

dd
re

ss
:

C
ity

:
St

at
e:

Z
ip

:

Sc
ho

ol
 P

ho
ne

:
Fa

x:
E

-M
ai

l:

Pr
in

ci
pa

l:
Si

gn
at

ur
e:

C
on

ta
ct

 P
er

so
n:

T
itl

e:
Ph

on
e:

Se
nd

 to
: P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 f

or
 F

am
ily

 I
nv

ol
ve

m
en

t i
n 

E
du

ca
tio

n,
 6

00
 I

nd
ep

en
de

nc
e

A
ve

nu
e,

 S
W

, W
as

hi
ng

to
n,

 D
C

 2
02

02
-

81
73

 o
r 

fa
x 

to
 2

02
-2

05
-9

13
3 

to
 r

ec
ei

ve
 y

ou
r 

Fa
m

ily
-S

ch
oo

l P
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

 P
ro

m
is

e 
C

er
tif

ic
at

e.

G
R

E
A

T
 W

A
Y

S 
T

O
 G

E
T

 I
N

V
O

L
V

E
D

A
m

er
ic

a 
G

oe
s 

B
ac

k 
to

 S
ch

oo
l e

nc
ou

ra
ge

s 
ev

er
yo

ne
 to

 g
o 

ba
ck

 to
a 

sc
ho

ol
 e

ac
h 

fa
ll 

to
 s

ha
re

 th
ei

r 
ta

le
nt

s 
an

d 
ex

pe
ri

-
en

ce
s.

 A
 f

re
e 

ki
t i

s 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

to
 h

el
p 

yo
u 

or
ga

ni
ze

 a
n 

ev
en

t a
nd

 s
ta

rt
 a

 lo
ng

-t
er

m
 p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 b

et
w

ee
n

yo
ur

 lo
ca

l
sc

ho
ol

 a
nd

 c
om

m
un

ity
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 b
us

in
es

se
s.

T
hi

nk
 C

ol
le

ge
 E

ar
ly

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
s 

st
ud

en
ts

 to
 ta

ke
 th

e 
to

ug
he

r
co

ur
se

s 
th

ey
 n

ee
d 

to
 b

e 
pr

ep
ar

ed
 to

 g
o 

to
 c

ol
le

ge
,

st
ar

tin
g 

in
 m

id
dl

e 
sc

ho
ol

, a
nd

 to
 in

fo
rm

 p
ar

en
ts

 o
f 

th
e

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
se

qu
en

ce
 o

f 
co

ur
se

s 
th

ei
r 

ch
ild

 n
ee

ds
 to

 ta
ke

, s
uc

h
as

 a
lg

eb
ra

 in
 th

e 
ei

gh
th

 g
ra

de
 a

nd
 c

he
m

is
tr

y 
by

 e
le

ve
nt

h 
or

 tw
el

ft
h 

gr
ad

e,
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
th

e 
fi

na
nc

ia
l p

la
nn

in
g 

ne
ed

ed
to

he
lp

 p
ay

 f
or

 c
ol

le
ge

.

A
m

er
ic

a 
R

ea
ds

 C
ha

lle
ng

e:
 R

ea
d*

W
ri

te
*N

ow
! 

en
co

ur
ag

es
 c

hi
ld

re
n

to
 r

ea
d 

an
d 

w
ri

te
 3

0 
m

in
ut

es
 a

 d
ay

 a
nd

 to
 w

or
k

w
ith

 a
 le

ar
ni

ng
 p

ar
tn

er
. A

ge
-a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 a
nd

 m
at

er
ia

ls
ar

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

to
 h

el
p 

ch
ild

re
n 

w
or

k 
on

 th
ei

r 
re

ad
in

g
sk

ill
s 

w
ith

 p
ar

en
ts

, t
ee

na
ge

rs
, a

nd
 o

th
er

 c
ar

in
g 

ad
ul

ts
.

Pr
io

ri
ty

 o
n 

A
ft

er
-S

ch
oo

l E
xt

en
de

d 
L

ea
rn

in
g.

 P
ar

tn
er

 m
em

be
rs

 h
av

e 
pl

ac
ed

ne
w

 e
m

ph
as

is
 o

n 
th

e 
im

po
rt

an
ce

 o
f

pr
ov

id
in

g 
be

fo
re

- 
an

d 
af

te
r-

sc
ho

ol
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 th
at

 e
xt

en
d 

le
ar

ni
ng

 f
or

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
in

a 
sa

fe
, d

ru
g-

fr
ee

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t.

T
o 

re
ce

iv
e 

fr
ee

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ab
ou

t a
ny

 o
f 

th
es

e 
in

iti
at

iv
es

or
 to

 a
sk

 f
or

 m
at

er
ia

ls
, c

al
l t

he
 U

.S
. D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f

E
du

ca
tio

n 
at

 1
-8

00
-U

SA
-L

E
A

R
N

.



HOW PARENT ORGANIZATIONS AND SCHOOLS
CAN SUPPORT FAMILY INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION

Open the lines of communication and make families feel welcome as equal partners. Written materials to
parents should be concise, easy to read, and free of educational jargon that parents may not understand.Schools often seem unwelcoming to family members, and parents often feel that educators talk down to them.Parents and educators need to help bridge this critical gap.

Give teachers the tools to reach out to families. Staff development can help teachers understand the benefits
of family involvement and give them strategies for improving two-way communication between home and school.
Set high expectations for children by helping them enroll in challenging courses. Expect and encouragechildren to take tough academic courses. Help them take algebra by the end of the eighth grade. Encourageparental participation in school improvement efforts and after-school programs to give students extra academichelp and enrichment activities in a safe environment.

Use technology to link parents to the classroom. New technologies such as voice mail systems, homework
hotlines, and the Internet can all help bring parents and schools closer together. Many teachers still don't evenhave the old "technology" of a telephone in their classrooms. Finding resources for these technology tools canbe a collaborative effort.

Overcome language barriers. Schools and parent organizations need to make special accommodations toreach parents whose first language is not English. Translate materials, make translators available for verbalcommunication in the parents' first language, and offer bilingual voice-mail systems for families.

Encourage communities to join family-school partnerships. Parents and community members can cometogether to help combat safety problems in the neighborhood around the school. Schools can partner withcommunity groups, businesses, or religious organizations to offer after-school activities. Partnerships can leadto many effective programs that benefit the students and their families.

PLEASE JOIN US
Your school or parent organization is invited to join the Partnership for Family Involvement in Educa-tion, a growing national coalition of thousands of families, schools, communities, religious organizationsand employers who recognize their interdependent roles in supporting family and community involvementin children's learning and improving our schools. You can sign and return the Family/School PartnershipPromise on the inside of this brochure. For more complete information,

Call the U. S. Department of Education
at 1-800-USA-LEARN

or
Write to the Partnership for Family Involvement in Education

600 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20202-9133

http://www.ed.gov/PFIE
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