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PSSA
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment
Released Reading Items

INTRODUCTION

Pennsylvania students in grades 5, 8 and 11 complete a reading assessment that is a reliable indicator
not only of a student’s reading skills, but also of a district’s curriculum. The Pennsylvania Department of
Education recognizes that all school districts need to understand the format and the focus of the reading
assessment. Consequently, the Reading Assessment Advisory Committee (RAAC) has developed
several documents that will be beneficial and valuable to teachers, administrators, community members,
and, most significantly, students.

READING

This document contains materials directly related to the actual reading test—the reading rubric, released
passages, selected-response questions with answer keys, performance tasks and scored samples of
students’ responses to the tasks. All of these items may be duplicated to provide training tools for
teachers and practice materials for students. Teachers may use any one of the items as a model for
developing their own related, selected-response questions and performance tasks for classroom use.

The Reading Assessment Handbook and the Pennsylvania Instructional Handbook are also available.
These documents contain instructions, samples and techniques for developing assessment instruments
for grades 5, 8 and 11.

Mary Emminger
Supervisor Educational Measurement and Evaluations
Pennsylvania Department of Education
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PENNSYLVANIA READING ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

This rubric was designed by the Reading Assessment Advisory Committee to be used in the Pennsylvania
Reading Assessment. The elements of reading being assessed through this rubric are limited to those that can
be addressed through written responses in the on-demand performance portion of the assessment.
Specifically — Understanding, Comprehension and Connections. Risk-taking is also an important element,
developing throughout life’s learning process. However, given the constraints of this assessment, Risk-taking
was not included. The RAAC advises that assessments developed at the classroom, school and district levels
include this element.

LEVEL 4

®  Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the complexity of the text through detailed elaboration
and extensions of text with sophisticated ideas, insights and reflections. There are no errors in
text-based facts.

° Exhibits a level of comprehension that extends beyond the literal, to the personal, critical and/or
evaluative responses.

° Cites evidence, makes a variety of strong connections to other experiences, texts, concepts,
issues and/or cultural settings.

LEVEL 3*

e Demonstrates confident, coherent and adequate understanding and interpretation of the text
through some elaboration and extension.

®  There are no major errors in text-based facts.
] Exhibits a level of comprehension that reflects extensions that are more literal or personal.
®  Makes connections to personal experiences, other texts and/or background knowledge.

LEVEL 2

e  Demonstrates a limited understanding and/or interpretation of the text. There may be errors in
text-based facts. :

Exhibits a level of comprehension that consists primarily of literal responses to the text.
Makes connections between other experiences and text that are disjointed, fragmented, limited
and not integral to the text.

LEVEL 1

o Demonstrates an attempt to respond with very limited evidence of understanding of the text.

®  There may be errors in text-based facts.

] Exhibits a level of comprehension that consists of disjointed, incomplete or irrelevant responses
®  Might use relevant copied text.

®  Makes only distant connections to the text, using sketchy details.

LEVEL 0 — Consists of 3 types of responses.

®  Non-Scorable (NS) papers are blank.
e Off-Task (OT) papers show no relationship to task and text, are illegible, irrelevant copied text or
written in a language other than English.

e Intentionally Off-Task (IO) papers are ones that have unrelenting profanity, are a refusal to
perform, state a baseless charge of too personal or are drawings, scribbling, etc.

*Note — Level 3 (or higher) is to be viewed as the performance standard for all students.

8
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Grade 5

Mysterious Loch Ness iMonster
~Informational

The Big Race
~ Narrative
o P
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Grade 5

Informational Passage

Is Nessle a real sea monster left over.from: the age of dinosaurs or
Is It just.a hoax to get people to visit Scotland? Read the story
and answer the questions which follow it.

Mysterious Loch Ness Monster

by Robert Gray

There is a monster lurking in the deep, cold
water of Loch Ness in Scotland. It hides in the
lake's inky black water, surfacing only to
chase fish.

That’s the story, at least. Many people
swear it is true. Stories about the “beastie”
have been told for centuries by people who
live around the loch (a Gaelic word,
pronounced “lock,” that means “lake”).

Loch Ness lies in Scotland’s Great Glen, a
deep gorge cutting across the country. At the
end of the last ice age, the deeper parts of
the glen filled with water and became
Scotland’s lochs.

Loch Ness is about a mile wide, 24 miles
long, and up to 980 feet deep. Year round, the
water stays a chilly but unfrozen 42 degrees.

For centuries Loch Ness was isolated,
home to a relatively few farmers and
fishermen. Then in the early 1930s, a road
was built along the shoreline. Explosions
echoed between the mountains as cliffs were
blasted. Reports of “monster” sightings
skyrocketed.

What did people claim to see?

“A tremendously powerful, long, dark object
swirling about.”

“A neck and head sticking above the water.”

“Two long, oval humps dipping below the
water and reappearing, all the time moving
slowly across the loch.”

“It raised its neck out of the water and
shook itself.”

“The water seemed to be boiling. | could
see two fins approximately 25 feet apart and
traveling at a fair speed through the water.”

By putting such reports together, artists
have drawn pictures of a creature with a small
head, protruding eyes, a thin neck, a long (at
least 20 feet) body and triangular fins.

The local people years ago thought of the
beastie as part of the family. But during the
1930s, a local newspaper coined the catchy
term Loch Ness Monster. That changed
everything.

Tourists began to flock to Loch Ness from
all over. A large zoo offered $10,000 for the
monster caught alive. A circus owner raised
the offer to $86,000. A liquor company offered
$2.4 million.

Some feared the attention would prove
dangerous to a rare and interesting animal.
They worked to get it legal protection. For
that, the creature would need a scientific
name. Sir Peter Scott, a naturalist, invented

Coo 4

by the Boy Scouts of America.

Grateful acknowledgment is made for permission to use the following material in this booklet: Mysterious Loch Ness
Monster by Robert Gray. From Boy’s Life, January 1992. Reprinted by permission of the author and by Boy''s Life, published
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one, Neisteras rhombopteryx (nessi-TARE-us

_rawm-BOP-tare-ix), which means -

sdiamond-finned marvel from the. Ness.”

The public came up with its own name:
Nessie. '

By whatever name, the monster in Loch
Ness became world famous, though scoffed
at by most scientists. Peter Scott was
criticized for naming an animal that might not
even exist. ' N

Ever since, Nessie fans have tried to gather
solid evidence that it does exist. They have

. used trained observers, cameras, a

submarine, a blimp, a glider, traps; music,
and bait. Nothing has worked, not even a
model of a pretty female monster.

A few pictures have been taken of Nessie.
So far, the best is the “Surgeon Picture” taken
in 1934. It shows what-appears to be a long,.
slender neck with a small head sticking above

-the water. A circle of ripples in the water-

surrounds the neck.

Two underwater photographs taken in 1972
show what could be a triangular fin and a -
head. But the photos are not clear. Loch
Ness’ murky water makes underwater
photography and viewing by divers or
submarines almost impossible.

The best motion pictures of Nessie were
taken from the surface by an Englishman
named Tim Dinsdale. A figure with a hump on
its back is shown swimming.

Most scientists don't accept any of these
pictures as evidence. The images are too
fuzzy and mainly just show silhouettes with

. little detail.

After World War I, Nessie hunters started
using a new tool, sonar (sound navigation
ranging). Sonar sends out underwater
“beeps” that bounce off objects and produce

- of almost $500,000 for anyone who could

-amount of fish for Nessie to eat. They say the

an image, or “trace.” In 1954, a fishing boat
on Loch Ness got an unusual sonar trace. It
was of a 50-foot-long object that seemed to
have humps, legs, head and tail.

In 1989, an English company put up a prize

produce good, hard evidence of Nessie.
Despite crews of trained observers, cameras
and sonar, nothing was found.

But based on the various reports over the
years, a few scientists believe that Nessie
might really exist. _

Robert H. Rines, president of the Academy
of Applied Science, says: “Everybody knows
that there is something in the loch. The
question is, what?” _

The skeptics have ideas of their own. For
instance, Robert Craig, a Scottish engineer,
suggests that Nessie is actually logs floating
on the loch. Maurice Burton, a British
naturalist, says the monster is a family of
otters rollicking in the water.

Skeptics ask what an animal as large as
Nessie can find to eat in Loch Ness. The loch
water is acidic, limiting plant life that couid
provide food. Skeptics also wonder how
monsters got in the loch in the first place.
There is only one small, shallow river leading
to the sea.

Believers say the loch holds an enormous

monsters swam in from the ocean when the
ancient glaciers were receding and the river
was larger. When the river shrank, they were
trapped in the loch.

And why hasn’t such a large animal been
seen by now?

It has been, the believers would say. Over
the centuries, there have been more than
10,000 reports, 3,000 of them in recent times.

 cxp
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No corpses or skeletons of the monsters
have been found because upon death
creatures in the loch sink to the bottom and
never resurface. The believers have an
answer for everything.

Thousands of tourists visit Loch Ness each
year. They spend millions at the local hotels,
shops and restaurants. Is Nessie just a myth
or a hoax kept alive to lure visitors and their
money?

Pranksters keep busy at the loch. “Monster”
tracks were found near Loch Ness a few
years ago. Somebody made them with a
stuffed hippopotamus foot. A gigantic bone
was discovered onshore. Nessie's? Nope. It
was a whale jawbone stolen from a museum.

People with theories about Nessie
outnumber even the pranksters. Nessie could
be a totally new animal unknown to science,
they say. Or perhaps an invertebrate, like a
huge snail, slug, squid or worm. Some
suggest it is a mammal, a “super seal” that .
got trapped away from the ocean. Or maybe
a manatee, whale or porpoise.

Perhaps Nessie is a giant fish—a huge
shark or eel.

Then there are those who think Nessie is
actually a descendant of the plesiosaurs, a
group of marine reptiles that lived during
dinosaur times. These creatures probably ate
fish, had long, slender necks, small heads,
large bodies and triangular fins. To the
believers, they sound just like Nessie.

The skeptics hoot at the idea of a
plesiosaur living in Loch Ness or anyplace
else. Plesiosaurs became extinct 65 million
years ago. '

- But some Nessie fans want to believe that
somehow a few plesiosaurs survived the

.great extinction that ended the reign of

dinosaurs. The believers suggest a small
group of ancient animals somehow adapted
to changing conditions over millions of years.

Scientists just laugh and wait for someone
to show them a body, a skeleton or even a
good clear photograph of the Loch Ness
Monster. Until then, Nessie will remaina -
mystery.

SEA MONSTERS APLENTY

Stories about aquatic monsters are not
confined to Loch Ness. The ancient
Babylonians told of a monster named
Tiamat. Early sailors reported seeing
sea serpents—long, winding beasts
that breathed fire.

Monsters have been reported at other
Scottish lakes, in ireland, throughout
Scandinavia, Africa, and Russia.
“Skrimsl” is the monster in Iceland.
Canadian Indians talk of “Naitaka,” a
monster they say once ate an entire
herd of horses.

12
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74.

75.

76.

The story says that some people think
Nessie may be a hoax. What is a
hoax?

E an unusual sea monster

F a story intended to trick someone
G anewspaper story that is true

H | don't know.

What is probably the main reason the
author wrote this story?

A to present both sides of the
argument about Nessie

B to urge scientists to keep
searching for Nessie

C to prove once and for all that there
is a monster

D to let people know that the Loch
Ness Monster is a hoax

When did Loch Ness form?

E earlyinthe 1930s
F after World War i
G after the last ice age
H

after the mountain cliffs were
blasted

The Greek word skeptikos, meaning fo
question, as used in this passage
means

A qualified.
B quizzical.
C skeptical.
D skillful.

78. What first brought a iot of people to

79.

80.

the isolated Loch Ness area?

E People said they saw a monster
after a new road was built.

F  Tourists were attracted by new
hotels and shops.

G There was new scientific interest in
dinosaurs.

H The invention of sonar made
finding Nessie more likely.

Why was Sir Peter Scott criticized?

A He had made up a scientific name
that didn't mean anything.

B He had given Nessie its
nonscientific name.

C He had tried to collect a reward for
finding Nessie.

D He had named an animal that
might not be real.

What is one reason why many local
people might want to pretend there is a
Loch Ness Monster?

E to amuse their children

F to bring in tourists and their money

G to make fun of the scientists who
don't believe in Nessie

H to scare people away from their
town

- PSSA Released Reading Items
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81. Which of the following statements is an 85. “Did you get the picture?” when asking

opinion? ' about Nessie would be an example of
A Everybody knows that there is A asimile.
something in the loch. B slang.
B Loch Ness lies in Scotland’s Great C anidiom.
Glen. D rhyme.
C Rewards were offered for Nessie’s
capture. - _
D The waters of Loch Ness are 86. Based on descriptions of Nessie and

plesiosaurs, in what way is the monster
like a plesiosaur?

murky.

82. The Loch Ness Monster passage is an E  Both are probably extinct.
example of F Both have long necks.

G Both have large heads.

E ersuasive text.
a persuasi H Both are mammals.

F anarrative text.
G a biographical text.
H

an informational text. 87. Tourists probably began to flock to

Loch Ness to

A catch Nessie and collect the

83. Why do some Nessie hunters use
, reward.

sonar?
o _ _ B observe scientific research.

A A ﬂsh_mg poat almost found Nessie C feed and play with Nessie.

by using it. . .

. D see Nessie and take pictures.

B There is no other way to search

underwater.
C Nobody will ever get a good 88. Why do a few scientists believe that

photograph of Nessie. Nessie might really exist?
D Itis able to find objects in water E They find the number of sightings

that is not clear. hard to ignore.

F They have seen the monster
84. What do some.believers think Nessie themselves.

eats? G They do not require proof to
o believe in a monster.
E fish

H They want to win prize money for

otters discovering a monster.

F
G seaweed
H aquatic plants

Cool o

14

- PSSA Released Reading Items Page 8




‘ 89. This selection was written to
A

B

E

F
G

H

® | -

A

convince the reader that Nessie
exists.

give the reader information about
Nessie.

give the reader a picture of
Scotland.

keep people from traveling to Loch
Ness.

90. Which of these is most likely to
happen in the future?

Scientists will prove that Nessie is
not a dinosaur.

Someone will finally catch Nessie.
More people will claim to have
seen Nessie.

Someone will admit that Nessie
never existed.

Which of the following conclusions can
best be drawn from this story?

Many people believe that the Loch
Ness Monster exists, and there is
growing evidence that they are
right.

The local Scottish people have
made Nessie up.

Scientists don’t believe there is a
Loch Ness Monster.

Many peopie believe that the Loch
Ness Monster exists, but so far
there is no solid evidence.

92. Which of these is a fact rather than an
opinion?

93.

E

F

People are mistaking an enormous
fish for a monster.

Plesiosaurs became extinct
millions of years ago.

Nessie is most likely a new type of
animal.

Local people made up the monster
to make money.

With which of these statements would
the author probably disagree?

A

B

Scientists should seon.be able to
prove that Nessie exists.

The story of the Loch Ness
Monster remains a mystery.

Too much money is being spent on
the search for Nessie.

Even trained observers have never
been able to spot Nessie.

94.

Which.of these words probably comes
from the old English word tonel,
meaning tube?

E

F
G
H

title
tone
tongue
tunnel

15
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5.

97.

98.

Which of these words probably comes
from the old English word geste,
meaning fale?

A jet
B guest
C jester
D gesture

George Washington Carver made
many discoveries. Which of these
would probably tell the most about the
discoveries he made?

E anatlas

F adictionary

G an encyclopedia

H alibrary catalog card

Under which of these headings in the
encyclopedia should you look to find
facts about the peanut industry in
certain states of the United States?

A States
B Peanut

C Industry

D United States

“ Which of these sections in an

encyclopedia probably would contain
the most information about steam
locomotives?

E Steam
F Trains
G Motion
H Transportation

Use the.index below to answer
question 99.

streets:
crosswalks, 52
intersections, 51—53
one-way, 55
safety signs, 58—60, illus. 58, 59

traffic:
islands, 54
regulations, 33 —45. See also streets
rush hours, 20-21
signals, 22—23, illus. 23
speed-controlled zones, 61—62

transportation (public):
buses, 16—19, illus. 18

trucks:

99. Which of these sentences would
probably be found on page 15?

A Public transportation systems
include buses and subways.

B When crossing streets on foot, you
should always use crosswalks.

C A major trucking route includes the
‘cities of Denver, Kansas City, and
Chicago.

D The first automatic signals were
used in Detroit in the early 1920s.

16
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Item

74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
‘ 85
86

87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

Correct
Answer

ry

OMTOOITP»PTOTO0QE@TUOTMOTTI>TOOOOQO P

Answer Key for
Mysterious Loch Ness Monster
Grade 5 Informational Passage

Standards
Category

1.1C
1.2A
1.1D
1.7A
1.2B4
11G
11G
1.2 A1
1.3A
11G
1.1D
1.7B
11G
1.2A3
1.1G
1.2A4
1.2A3
1.2A3
1.2A
1.2A
1.7A
1.7A
1.8A
1.8 A
1.8B1
1.8B2

O

17
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Constructed Response Question

You are a newspaper reporter visiting Loch Ness when Nessie is sighted swimming close
to shore. Write an article in which you describe Nessie, what Nessie is domg and the
crowd’s reactions to it. Write your article in the space below.

As you write, be sure to:

B Use information from the story to help with
your articie. 8 Use your own ideas.

® Include what Nessie looks like, what Nessie ® Write neatly and clearly.
is doing and how people are reacting. B Use only the space provided.

AFTER YOU HAVE CHECKED YOUR WORK, CLOSE YOUR BOOKLET AND ‘ ‘
ANSWER BOOKLET SO YOUR TEACHER WILL KNOW YOU ARE FINISHED.

18
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Constructed Response Examples

 SGICHTING OF NESSIES

]

-~

B o Do o1 ke odumon.

4 - The student demonstrates thorough understanding of the text and the task. Inventive details about
the Nessie sighting (“greenish kind of blue skin that is bumpy like a toad” and “thrashing her head around
... covered with seaweed”) serve as extension of the story and add personal connections.

18
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4 - The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of the text and task. Details from the story
(“looked exactly like a plesiosaurus”), along with descriptive elaborations of the text (“She has teeth that
could show T rex a thing or two”) show a personal response that connects with the story.
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3 - The student demonstrates an adequate understanding of the text. The response uses details from
the text (“a long neck, “ and “triangular shaped fins”), but the student wanders off task when taking issue
with the existence of Nessie.
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. 3 - The student has an adequate understanding of the text and task. There is good description of the
crowd and some fun imaginative images, but there is little story-related description.
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2 - This student demonstrates a limited understanding of the task. The response is written like a TV
newscast instead of a newspaper report. There is some elaboration on text-based facts (“his neck is long
like a giraffe’s neck”), but the crowd reaction is missing.

2 - This paper shows limited understanding of the performance task. There is some evidence that the
student has read the text, as there is mention of Nessie and Loch Ness, but the extra information is
incorrect based on the text (“she could swallow three buses”). This is merely a brief description, with
most of the information coming from the performance task.
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1 - The student has attempted to respond to the task and there is some information from the story (“he
looks like a policeiosourus”), but it is incomplete.
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1 - This paper shows very limited understanding of the text and task. It merely mentions Nessie and Loch
Ness, and is therefore considered incomplete. -
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0 - This paper is a scribble and is considered intentionally off-task.
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Grade 5

Narrative Passage

The Big Race

by Rhonda Lucas

Just call me Slick (please, please not
Charlottel)—the greatest snail racer in
Augusta County. What? You didn’t know that
snails can race?

You'd better believe it.

I'm a pretty big authority on garden snail
racing, because I've just gotten into my third
racing season (summer vacation). And this
season might just be the best ever.

A couple weeks ago, Jeffrey, Johnny and |
set out with our buckets to “corral the herd.”
Johnny waded through the daisies, picking off
snalils like he was picking strawberries.

“You watch out today, Slick. I've got snails
in here that'll smoke you guys,” challenged
Johnny, his pudgy fingers plunking snails into
the bucket.

Jeffrey sat in our azaleas, watching a large
yellow snail sticking to his thumb.

“This one’s friendly. Wonder why some kids
don't like ’em?” He stuck the snail on his
knee, pushed up his glasses, and thoughtfully
blew a bubble. “The other day, Maria Philpott
dropped her lunch in a puddie when she saw
a snail at school, and Butch Bower wouldn’t
go near the litile guy either.”

| had about a dozen eager racers sticking
all over my bucket, and Jeffrey had about as
many sticking.all over him! We headed for the

starting gate, which was the left banister post -
on my porch. The porch is painted real thick
outdoor green, so the track is nice and
smooth. By the end of a day’s racing, it's a
glistening crisscross of silver trails—good
thing my folks don’t mind! Jeffrey picked his
best yellow racer, and Johnny and | chose big
striped ones.

We were just about to start the race when
we heard a familiar crack of knuckles and a
big sniffff. A tall shadow fell on the race track.

It was Boris.

“Hey, dudes, gonna race those sad shell
bags?” he asked, wiping his nose on his
sleeve.

Boris “Slime Time"” Bromberg had been the
neighborhood snail racing champ for three
years in a row. Everybody hated “Bragging
Boris.”

“Why even bother? None of those puny
little snails will ever beat Flash,” he said.

it was true. Boris’s champion snail, Flash,
had won all the big races last year—the
Millers’, the Goldmans’, and the Tracys’. And
he was a shoo-in at the first big race of this
season, only a week away. What a shame
that somebody like Boris had all the luck.

“Oh well, | guess there’ll be a race for
second place anyway,” Boris said.

CooL

Grateful acknowledgment is made for permission to use the following material in this booklet: The Big Race. By
Rhonda Lucas. Copyright © 1987 by National Wildlife Federation. First published in the June 1987 issue of Ranger Rick
magazine. Reprinted by permission of National Wildlife Federation Company, Inc.
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“Don’t be so sure of yourself, Boris,” | said.

“Yeah. You could lose,” said Johnny.

“And who’s gonna beat me? You, Worm
Brain?” Boris pointed at Johnny, who turned
purple and stared at his shoelaces.

“Maybe he will,” sputtered Jeffrey.

“That means a lot coming from you,
Wimpo,” Boris said. Jeffrey’s glasses slid
down his nose, and his bubble popped on his
chin.

“As for you, Slick—I'm surprised you-aren’t
‘afraid to pick the snails up. ‘Oooh—-yuk, slimy
snails.” Boris squinched up his face and used
a high-pitched voice for effect.

. “Boris, we'll see wha's afraid at the big
race,” | said.

“Yeah ... uh...we've got areal winner
this year,” said Johnny. Jeff and | were
surprised because we didn’t know what
Johnny was talking about. “A:secret weapon,”
he finished a little uncertainly.

“Oh, yeah?” asked Boris.

" “Yeah. And you’re gonna eat dust!”
challenged Johnny.

Boris got kind of red and snorted a big sniff.

“Well, this | gotta see. Wormo, Wimpo, and
the girl are gonna beat me. Hal”

“Get used to it, Slime Time,” | said.

. “Yeah; right.” Boris cracked his knuckles
and strutted off down the street.

“Hey, Johnny, what’s this secret weapon -
stuff?” asked Jeff.

“Gee, |'dunno. | just had to say something.”

“Great. Now what’re we going to do?” |
asked. None of us feli like racing anymore;
we just sat on the steps, our snails scattering
all over. It was pretty gloomy. Then Jeft
perked up, wrinkled his nose, pushed up his
glasses, and blew a bubble. He had an idea
coming.

- unofficial races (just the guys and me) he’d

" ‘neighborhood kids were at my house drinking

‘showdown. The guys and | had spent all last

“Crusher!”

A big grin grew across Johnny’s red face.

Crusher was the biggest, fastest, meanest
snail in the county. We’d found him the first
week of June. And he’d won all three -

been in. He’d even set a new track record of
seventeen minutes to cross the porch.
Crusher had never come up against Flash
because the season hadn't officially started
yet. But | knew he could beat him. The trouble
was, we’d lost Crusher. I'd put him back in the
garden after his last race, and we hadn’t seen
him since.
- “Well, guys, we just have to find him, that’s
all,” | resolved.

‘The day of the big race arrived, and all the

lemonade and getting ready for the

week looking for Crusher; but he was-gone.
We were pretty down.

“Guess we're gonna look super-dumb
today,” pouted Johnny.

“And Boris is going to win again,” said Jeff.
- “Oh, come on, guys—maybe Flash will
steer off.course or something,” | said.

- They weren’t convinced.
" Sniffff . . . Boris had arrived.

“Hey, let’s get this show on the road: I've
got a race to win.” '

Everyone groaned and began to line up
their snails at the gate. Jeffrey.and Johnny -
put our racers out while | got more lemonade.

“Hey, Slick, how about pouring a big cup for
the winner?” '

| was just about to tell Boris that I’d rather
eat worms than get him a drink when ... . |
saw it. There, sticking to the lemonade

oo 2
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pitcher, was Crusher! | almost dropped my
cup. ‘

~ .“Hold the gate!” | shouted. “There’s a late
entry.” | picked up my snail, Rambo, and put
Crusher in his place:

“Meet Crusher!” Everyone “ooohed” and
“ahhhhed” at Crusher, who was “pawing” the
air, raring to go. But Boris just looked cocky
as he-and | kneeled at the side of the track to
take turns calling the race.

“And they’re off!” I yelled.

“Ah-hah! Flash leaps out in front for an
early lead,” Boris gloated. “He’s leaving a
blazing silver trail behind him. Look at that,
"he's probably going three inches a minute!”

“Not so fast, Borro. Here comes Crusher.
Look! He’s on Flash’s heel!” | announced.
~ “They’re neck and neck. ... He’s passing
Flash!” | cheered. Boris looked pretty
surprised.

“Oh, no. Look at Crusher chugging away.
This has never happened before. Oh, man!”
Boris was losing his cool. '

“Crusher is ahead by a foot!” | said.

“Hey, hold on—Flash is gaining fast.” Boris
was grinning again.

“Crusher leads by a nose.” v

“Now he only leads by a feeler—a-}--I-right!
Flash is back in the lead! And he’s almost at
the finish line. Sorry, Slick. You put up-a pretty
good fight, but looks like it's all over. Flash is
about to cross the finish... .- But wait!” Boris
dropped his chin.

“Flash stops one inch from the finish line.
He’s asleep on the track!” | yelled. “Crusher
glides across the line—Crusher wins!”

All the kids congratulated me, thrilled that |
had beaten Boris. Everybody carried the
snails back to the garden, and Crusher went
off to the winner’s circle of daisies. Over at

the edge of the sidewalk slumped a deflated
Boris. He looked pitiful.

“Snail scum,” he mumbled.

“Oh well, Boris, it was close.” | felt kind of
sorry for him.

“Yeah. It's never been close before. | can't
get over it.” ’

“But it was a great race. | mean, we haven’t
had a real race since you and Flash came
along,” | said.

. “Yeah, | guess it was a pretty decent race,”

Boris admitted.

““And not knowing who's going to win all the
time makes it more interesting,” | offered,
trying to be nice. After all, | was feeling pretty
good after winning.

“l don’t know. Winning all the time isn’t so
bad,” he said.

“Anyway, maybe now that Flash has some
competition, he’ll get even better,” | said.

“Yeah. . . ,” Boris said as his face lit up.
“Just wait till the next race!”

He got up and poured a cup of lemonade. |
was pretty surprised when he handed it to
me.

“Guess I'd better pour for the winner, huh?”
he said.

“Gee, thanks, Boris,” | stammered. And
then | poured a cup, handed it to him, and
offered a toast, “Here’s to a couple of
winners.”
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‘ 100. “Slick” is a nickname for which 105. The kids had great faith in Crusher

character? because he
E Maria A was small but fast.
F Boris _ B had aiready beaten Fiash.
G Charlotte : ~ C left the biggest trail.
H Jeffrey D had set a track record.
101. Why dhgd?’t Flla15hl€.nd Cru’i?her ever 106. The word showdown, as used in the
raced before the “big race story, means
A The season hadn't started yet. .
' nal
B Boris wouldn't et Flash race. E afina cotntest between strong
C Slick couldn’t locate Crusher OPPONSI'S. -
: F the appearance of Crusher after a

D Crusher wasn't quick enough. long absence.

G alemonade drinking contest

. . between friends.
102. Where did the snail races take place? H the appearance of the

E at Johnny’s house neighborhood kids.

F across the sidewalk
G along the banister

H on Slick’s porch 107. The word authority, as used in
‘ paragraph 3 of the story, means
103. The word convince comes from the A writer.
Latin word convincere and in this B winner.
passage would mean C expert.
: D manager.
A convey.
B provide.
o] .
D gngel. 108. The story suggests that snails can
move
E only a few feet a minute.
104. The Big Race passage is an example F onlyafew inches a minute.
of G about one inch per hour.
H about one inch-per second.

E abiographical text.

F an informational text.
G a persuasive text.

H a narrative text.
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109. “The glistening crisscross of silver

110.

1.

112,

trails” is the

A tracks the snails leave behind.
B finish line the snails get to.

C path-that the snails race on.

D trails mapped out for the race.

At the end of the story, Boris is a

E happy, excited winner.
F sad, quiet kid.

G very bad sport.

H pretty good loser.

What did Boris really mean when he
said, “Hey; Slick, how about pouring a
big cup for the winner?”

A “There’s no way Flash and | are
going to lose.”

B ' “Crusher deserves a drink for
winning.”

C “l guess maybe we're both
winners, Slick.”

D “l want to toast you before the
race.”

When Slick says that Flash “was a
shoo-in at the first big race,” she
means that

E Flash will lose the race by a big
margin.

F Flash is sure to beat the other
snails.

G Flash will frighten the other snails.
‘H Flash will finally meet his match.

113.

114.

115.

116.

Which of these statements expresses
an opinion?

A “The porch is painted real thick
outdoor green.”

B “Maria Philpott dropped her lunch
in a puddle.”

C “He was a shoo-in at the first big
race of this season.”

D “Jeffrey satin our azaleas,
watching a large yellow:snail.”

Which of the following was true before
the “big race™?

E Boris had never lost his cool.
F Crusher had never won a race.
G Boris had never bragged a lot.
H Slick had never raced Flash.

What event led to Crusher’s entry in
the race?

A Boris said he was going to race
Flash.

B Slick was getting more lemonade.

C Johnny said he had a secret
weapon.

D Flash fell asleep on the race track.

Which of the following is a fact rather
than an opinion?

E “Flash had won all the big races
last year.” _

F “l guess it was a pretty decent .
race.”

G “Guess we're gonna look super
dumb.” '

H “None of those puny little snails will
ever beat Flash.”

oo 2
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meaning of the statement “Here’s to a

’ 117. The last thing that Slick did was 121. Which of the following best fits the
couple of winners™?

A get even with Boris.
B offer Boris congratulations.

C beat Boris in a snail race. A Two snails won the race.
D offer a toast to Boris. B Both Boris and Slick were winners.
C Boris and Crusher were the
winners.
D Flash and Crusher were the

118. At first, no one liked Boris because he ;
winners.

E was so sure of himself.
F rudely bragged.

~ G never lost a race.
H cracked his knuckles.

119. When Johnny said, “I've got snails in
here that’ll smoke you guys,” he meant

A “My snails will have an even
chance of winning.”

B “My snails will leave a cloud of dust For number 122, read the sentence. Then

choose the key words that should be

behind them.” included in notes on zoos
’ C “Your snails aren’t as fast as any of )
mine.” 122. Trained zoo elephants need to learn
D “‘Your-snails are going to be beaten new tasks regularly because they get
in a big way.” bored quickly.
E elephants trained.in zoos learn
120. The metaphor “He is a snail at getting quickly
R ,, F trained elephants need new tasks
his homework done” would mean
regularly
E races with school mates. G tasks needed to train new
F  writes quickly. elephants
G works slowly. H elephants regularly get bored
H puts off doing work: learning tasks
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Use the outline below to answer Use the Index below to answer

question 123. question 124.
Kites
streets:
I.  History of kites crosswalks, 52
A. intersections, 51—53
B. How kites were used one-way, 55
C.  Where kites were flown safety signs, 58—60, illus. 58, 59
D. Why Kites were popular .
traffic:
I islands, 54
A. Whento fly kites regulations, 33—45. See also streets
B. Where to fly kites rush hours, 2021
C. How to fly kites signals, 22—23, illus. 23
" ‘ speed-controlled zones, 61-62
' A Flat diamond transportation (pub!ic):
B. Deltawings buses, 16—19, illus. 18
C. Box trucks:
D. Octopus and dragon long-haul, 15, illus. 15

&s
123. Line lil in the outline is blank. Which of
these best fits there?

124. Under which main heading would you
most likely find the pages that have
information about city bus systems?

A Wind conditions

B Kite-flying lessons E truc!<s
. . F traffic
C Kite-flying contests
D Some kite designs G streets
H transportation

O
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Use the table of contents below to answer

question 125.

Contents
Chapter

Zoos in Ancient Times
The Needs of Zoo Animals
The New Style in Zoos
Taking Care of Zoo Animals
Everybody’s Favorites

How to Behave at Zoos

7 A Visit to Four Famous Zoos
Index

A W =

Page
1
17
32
46
61
84
92
114

125. Which chapter would probably tell how
zoos have improved in recent years?

Chapter 1
Chapter 3
Chapter 5
Chapter 6

OO w>
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Answer Key for
The Big Race
Grade 5 Narrative Passage

tem  GNe Ty

100 G 1.3 B

101 A 11D

102 H 1.3B

103 C 1.7 A

104 H 1.2A4

105 D 1.1D

106 - E 1.7B

107 C 1.1C

108 F 1.1G

109 A 1.3C

110 H 1.3 A

111 A 1.3C

112 F 1.7B

113 C 12A

114 E 1.2A

115 B 1.1G

116 E 1.2A

117 D 1.1D

118 F 1.2A2

119 D 1.7B

120 G 1.3C

121 B 1.3A

122 F 1.8 A

123 D 1.8 A

124 H 1.8C2

125 B 1.8B1
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Constructed Response Question

l At the beginning of the story Boris thinks that he is a “winner.” By the end of the story, Slick
thinks that Boris is a “winner” too. Use information from the story and your own ideas to tell

if you think Boris is a “winner.” Tell why or why not. Write in the space below.

As you write, be sure to:
@ Tell if you think Boris is a “winner” and give

reasons why or why not.
@ Use information from the story

@ Include your own ideas.
@ Write neatly and clearly.
@ Use only the space provided.

. AFTER YOU HAVE CHECKED YOUR WORK, CLOSE YOUR BOOKLET AND
ANSWER BOOKLET SO YOUR TEACHER WILL KNOW YOU ARE FINISHED.
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Constructed Response Examples

4 - This response demonstrates a thorough understanding of the complexity of the text by exhibiting a
level of comprehension that extends beyond the literal to the evaluative [. . .at the end of the story he is
not a bad sport or bragger.] and [. . .acept losing. . .makes you a real winner especially if you don’t act
scornful. . ] This paper is well presented. Although there seems to be an error [Then he gave some to
Crusher.], this is a different interpretation of the ending. [After he hands a cup of lemonade to Slick, he
says he should also pour for the winner. Since Slick already has a cup, the logical choice is Crusher.]

T thin
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e VOU\,[ & Cas¥/ g gain,

Borris 15 a winnel Decanse
evcr\/ gnof| mc\, @x:cc;o— aNE.,

3 -This iesponse demonstrates a confident understanding of the text with both a literal [one loss doesn’t
make you aloser] and an evaluative [he was a good sport about losing] response. The main idea of “good
sport” needs more elaboration for a higher score point.
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3 - This paper shows an adequate understanding of the main theme [. . .Boris was a winner because
Boris wasn't a sore loser. . .(like he was at first)] and extends the idea literally.
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2 - This student understands the main theme [winner because he’s a good sport] but does not support
the idea. More elaboration is needed for this paper to receive a higher score point.
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2 - This paper shows a very literal response to the task [Boris is not a winner because he lost] which is
a limited interpretation of the text.

1 - This response shows a very limited understanding of the text because of the errors and incomplete
ideas.
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1 - This student misinterprets the task and comments on whether Boris should have won. This exhibits
an incomplete level of comprehension.
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. OT - This response consisted of irrelevant copied text that does not answer the task.
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GRADE 8

Everything You Don’t Want in a Game
(Monopoly)

~ Informational

Thomas Alva Edison:
The Man that Invented the 20th Century

~ Informational
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Grade 8

Informational Passage

Everything You Don’t Want in a Game
(Monopoly)

by Nathan Aaseng

The Great Depression of the 1930s followed the stock market crash of 1929. Economic growth in the
1920s had led many Americans to invest in stocks, or shares of ownership in companies. The value
of stocks had soared as more and more people invested, but in late October, 1929, stock prices had
dropped. Investors had panicked and sold stocks frantically. The “crash,” as it was called, had resulted
in drastically lowered stock prices. The crash helped trigger the Great Depression. Following the
crash, banks stopped giving many loans to businesses, and businesses cut back production. Millions
of people lost their jobs, and poverty spread throughout the United States. By the early 1930s, the
U.S. economy was paralyzed. At the height of the Depression, in 1933, about 13 million Americans
were out of work. The Depression continued until 1941, when the U.S. entered World War Il.

Charles B. Darrow might have been happier
with a standard, impersonal rejection letter than
he was with the response he received from the -
Parker Brothers game company. Parker Brothers
was polite enough to respond personally to his
game proposal, but the response was terrible.
The letter said there were dozens of reasons why
Darrow’s game would never sell. in the
company'’s opinion, his real estate board game
was a mode! for everything that a game shouldn't
be.

Just months after making this judgment,
though, Parker Brothers had to eat those words.
It it hadn't, this manufacturer of many of the most
popular games in the United States probably
would not exist today.

Charles Darrow, of Germantown, Pennsylvania,
was a typical victim of the Great Depression of
the 1930s. He had been happily employed as a
sales representative for a heating equipment firm
when the economic disaster struck. Darrow lost
his job in 1930 and spent many frustrating
months looking for another one. Barely able to

make ends meet, he lived with his pregnant wife
and small child in a run-down old house. He
found himself competing with other 40-year-old
heads of households for odd jobs such as
mowing lawns and shoveling snow off sidewalks.

~ The sudden plunge into poverty changed his
goals. Instead of looking for a steady job, Darrow
began to hunt for a way to achieve instant wealth.
The surest way to get rich seemed to be to invent
something. Darrow gave it his best shot, but the
products he invented—a combination bat and ball
and a simplified version of a scoring pad for
bridge players—excited no one. '

Then, according to popular legend, Darrow
dreamed up the game that eventually made him
rich: Monopoly. Darrow did patent the game—but
he didn’t invent it by himself. It might be more
correct to say that he discovered the game. The
precursor of the Monopoly game was invented in
1904 by a woman named Elizabeth (Lizzie)
Magie. The Landlord’'s Game, as she called it,
allowed players to buy property and utilities and
included “Go to Jail” and “Park” spaces.

ooy

Grateful acknowledgment is made for permission to use: Everything You Don’t Want in a Game (Monopoly) from The
Rejects by Nathan Aaseng. Copyright © 1989 by Lerner Publications Company. Reprinted by permission of the publisher.
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Magie sold some copies of the game around
the East Coast, but it didn’t become popular: In
1924, she revised her game—adding a new
“Monopoly” card, among other things—and
. offered it to Parker Brothers. The company turned
it down. Although the game wasn’'t a commercial
success, college students in Pennsylvania and
other states liked to play it and it gradually made
its way into people’s homes. Improvements and
refinements were made as more people played.
By the mid 1920s, the game was known as
“Monopoly.”

At that time, the street names for the game’s
rental properties were taken from whatever town
the game was being played in. The street names
of the current Monopoly board—which come from
Atlantic City, New Jersey—were given to the
game by a player named Ruth Hoskins, who lived
in Atlantic City.

Finally, one evening in 1933, an old classmate
of Charles Darrow’s wife brought a handmade
copy of the game to Darrow’s home. Darrow was
completely taken with it. He decided to make his
own Monopoly game.

Darrow carefully designed his own board, using
a piece of linoleum. He gave each series of
spaces its own color, using paint samples from a
nearby store. Darrow did not change the Atlantic
City street names. Like many others of his day,
he envisioned that city as a kind of paradise. A
few adjustments were needed. Atlantic City was
served by three railroads, the Baltimore & Ohio,
the Reading, and the Pennsylvania. Darrow
wanted another railroad for the fourth side of his
game board, so he borrowed a bus company’s
name—the Short Line. _

Darrow spared no detail in making his game
attractive. He typed the titles to the properties on
cardboard squares and carved game pieces from
scraps of wood.

At first Darrow was content to keep his fantasy
business for himself and a few friends. It took him
an entire day to construct a single game set, and
that would hardly make him rich quick. But those
who played with him enjoyed the game so-much

that they begged him to make copies for them.
Because he had so much free time on his hands,
Darrow obliged them.

His friends played the game with their trlends
who told still others about the game. Without
spending a cent on advertising, Darrow found
himself overwhelmed with orders. At first, he hired
a printer to help him keep up with the demand.
But when department stores and customers as .
far away as California sent in requests for
Monopoly, Darrow realized that he might have
discovered his road to wealth. It was time to
make a decision: he had to either gamble on
starting his own company or seII his game to an
existing company.

While taking risks was fun in.a game situation,
a real-life risk-was.more serious. Rather than start
a new company, Darrow approached Parker
Brothers. This game company had been founded
in 1883 by George Parker and his brother -
Charles. At 16, George had organized the-
company to manufacture and sella game he -
invented called Banking. On the strength of that
game, Parker Brothers built a good reputation for
producing a variety of games. The Depression,
however, had not left the company untouched.
When Darrow offered Parker Brothers his game
idea, sales were so low that the company was
close to bankruptcy. _ »

The company listened to Darrow’s proposed
game—and decided it was exactly what Parker

. Brothers did not need. The game experts. told

Darrow they found 52 reasons why his game
would never sell! The object of the game was not
simple enough for people to understand quickly
how to play. The rules werelongand ‘
complicated. Instead of moving toward an
objective, players kept going around and around
the board. Worst of all, the game could go on for
hours, even days, before someone finally won.
Although it was a brutal rejection, Darrow had
seen too much evidence of interest in.the game
to give up. The experts could say what they
wanted to about his game, but people liked it and
were buying it. Darrow took the risk of borrowing
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“money to hire printers to do the manufacturing. ~ |.  75. The original street names for the rental
‘ Armed with 5,000 Monopoly sets, he B properties for Monopoly were located in

concentrated on selling. . _
At first, it seemed he was better off not trying to A Atlantic City, New Jersey.

sell the game. At the beginning of 1934, orders B towns with more than one railroad.
trailed off, and he sold fewer sets than expected. - |- C towns where the game was being
But people who played Monopoly spoke of it with played.
such enthusiasm that orders began pouring in - | D Germantown, Pennisylvania.
later that year. One store in Phlladelphla anne :
ordered 5,000 sets.

An executive at Parker- Brothers learned that »
Darrow was marketing his.game on his own—with 76. How did Charles Darrow “discover”
success. The executive realized that the o ' Monopoly?
company had been too hasty in its first judgment. | E  Ruth Hoskins gave him a copy of the

The company swallowed its pride and bought the .

patent and rights to the game from Darrow in . : game.
1935, as well as the patents belonging to Lizzie | F  College students brought him a copy
Magie. Darrow’s wish of becoming a millionaire © of the game.
was fquiI_I_ed. He retired early on a farm in - . G He purchased a copy in Atlantlc City.
Pennsylvania and never invented anothier game. - H A visitorto Darrow’s home brought a
The game that it had rejected pulled Parker " copy with her.
Brothers from the edge of a disaster. By February : '
of 1936, the company had all it could do just to
process the laundry baskets full of orders for
Monopoly that came in from around the country. 77.  The Depression in this passage means
The plant was soon producing 20,000 sets a : _ -
‘ week. The game that was everything a game - ' A an economic disaster.

shouldn’t be has become the largest-selling board B asevere mental slump.
game of all time. b C aslight dip in the road.
D

an emotional hard time.

_ _ 78. Darrow’s goal was met when
74. Which of the following is an opinion? - E  a department store ordered

E Atlantic City was a paradise. 5,000 sets.

F  Darrow liked the Atlantic City street Fhis friends liked his game.
names. G Parker Brothers bought the patent.
G Each series of spaces had its own H he received orders from California.
color.
H A fourth name for a railroad was
added.
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79.

81.

82.

Which of the following statements is a
fact?

A The first Monopoly game was
successful.

B Darrow helped market the first
‘Monopoly game.

C Darrow revised the first Monopoly
game.

D Allrailroad names came from actual
“railroads.

The statement “economy was paralyzed,”
as used in the passage; is an example. of

E a metaphor.

F alliteration.
G a simile.
H a hyberbole.

The purpose for having four railroads in
Monopoly was to

A allow one railroad for each of the
game’s four players.

B represent Atlantic City’s actual
transportation system.

C provide each side of the board with a
railroad.

D acknowledge the chief mode of travel
of the 1930s.

Everything You Don’t Want in a Game
(Monopoly) is an example of

E a persuasive text.

F adocument.

G a newspaper article.
H an.informational text.

83. The stock market crash resulted when

A bankers tried to get people to borrow
money to buy bargain stocks.

B the prices on overvalued stocks
dropped and investors panicked.

C the national economy was based on
borrowing and spending.

D credit was too available and people
secured loans too easily.

84. Darrow had a difficult time finding a new
job because

E the Depression had paralyzed the
economy.

F  his previous job had been phased out
at his company.

G he tended to be a nervous and
frustrated man.

H he was impractical and dreamed of
becoming a millionaire.

85. Darrow kept his discovery of Monopoly to.
himself at first because

A he was afraid that Lizzie Magie would
accuse him of stealing her idea. -

B he could not make games fast
enough to make money on his own.

C he was too busy working on other
inventions to devote much time to the
game of Monopoly.

D he wanted the games to be special
presents for his friends.
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86. Taken from the first paragraph of

‘ Monopoly, the phrase “. . . was a model
for everything that a game shouldn’t be” is

an example of

E informal speech.
F formal speech.
G slang.

H jargon.

87. Which of the following aspects of
Monopoly’s development was not part of
Lizzie Magie’s version of the game?

A the use of a Monopoly card

B game pieces carved from wood

C the idea of players purchasing
properties

D trying to sell the game to Parker
Brothers

‘ 88. Parker Brothers finally bought the patent
to Monopoly in 1935 when company
executives

E realized the company needed quick
" sales to stay in business. -

F  convinced Darrow that the game
would never be a best-seller.

G discovered that Charles Darrow had
sold over 5,000 sets on his own.

H believed the end of the Depression
was near and it was safe to invest.

89.

90.

91.

45

So many people lost their jobs during the
Great Depression because

A too many people were competing for
the same few jobs.

B stock prices went so high that no one
could afford to invest in them.

C too many people were looking for
schemes to “get rich quick.”

D businesses slowed down production
as banks cut back on loans.

Of the following, which did not play a role
in Darrow’s success story?

E his plunge into poverty
F his desire to achieve instant wealth

G his discovery of “The Landlord’s
Game”

H his determination to find a steady job

The popularity of Monopoly-showed that

A experts do not always know what
people really want.

B complicated games are usually more
fun than simple-games.

C it was more fun to play than the other
games of the time. .

D it was not as complicated as it
seemed.

Q
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92,

93

95.

Charles Darrow was a “typical victim” of
the Great Depression because he

E spent most of his time working on
ways to get rich quickly.

F  had been laid off from a job and could
not find another.

G was unable to find anyone who would
buy his inventions.

H could not afford to live in a nice
house.

Charles Darrow looked for instant wealth
instead of a steady job because

A he had difficulty accepting the
conditions of the Depression.

B he had a great belief in himself and
his unusual ideas.

C he could not find a steady job and
had to support his family.

D he was basically unsuited for
permanent employment.

~ Mono, meaning single, as used in this

passage means -

E il

F one.

G moan unpleasantly.
H aday of the week.

To say that Parker Brothers manufactured
games means that the games were made
by

A hand, one at a time.
college students from Atlantic City.

B
C machine on a large scale.
D

inventors employed by Parker
Brothers.

Use the outline below to answer question 96.

Radio Stations

I, Types of radio stations
A. Commercial
B. Listener-supported

A. Entertainment
1. Music
2. Drama
3.

B

1. News reports
2. Talk shows

3. Sports events
4. Special events

.
A. Program planners
B. Announcers
C. Reporters
D. Studio technicians
E. Disc jockeys

96. The live radio broadcast of an annual
speech made by the President of the
United States would be associated with
which of these sections of the outline?

E I-A

F A1
G II-B4
H lI-C
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Use the table of contents below to answer For question 98, read the sentence. Then

' question 97. choose the key Information that should be
included In research notes on radio
In This Issue: broadcasting.
AVISITOR'S GUIDE TO . . .
JUNENOL VI CANADA 98. In the mid-1980s, FM radio stations
CONTENTS attracted more of the total listening
Page ' audience than AM stations, even though
12 From the Editor’s Desk there were more AM stations.
17  Letters to the Editor
22 Canada's Last Frontler E total listening audience in mid-1980s
Celebrate nature in the Northwest Territories attracted to AM radio stations
by Travis Myers ) o
30  Hook, Line, and Sinker F more AM stations than FM stations in
Seafaring families keep traditions alive mid-1980s
% Nb:'t:'i:el M:'s”s"'ma G AM and FM stations attracted
orthem Images— ; P
Soapstone Carvings audiences in fmd-1 980s
Fine Eskimo art H more AM stations but more audience
by June Kango- for FM stations in mid-1980s

47  It's Spring Forever in Victoria
Gardens grace this island retreat
by Camille Perez

56  The Wonder of Wheat

Prairie provinces produce miles of grain
by Jonah Williams

72  Montreal: International Contrasts

City of old and new 99. Under which of these headings in the
‘ W::ﬂe LeBlanc encyclopedia should you look to find facts
91 Book Reviews: New Publications about the peanut industry in certain states
about Canada and Her People of the United States?
Cover:  Fishing the Atlantic is a Way of Life
Photography by Ryan MacPherson A States
B Peanut
97. Which of these sentences would most C Industry
likely be found on page 12? D Unite d‘ States

A The articles in your magazine were
helpful when we planned our summer
vacation.

B We hope the information we provide
for our readers will make your next
visit a success.

C The author, a Canadian citizen, writes
about the country’s environmental
concerns.

D Canada’s largest city has skyscrapers
as well as small stone buildings on
narrow cobblestone streets.
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Answer Key for Everything You Don’t Want
in a Game (Monopoly)
Grade 8 Informational Passage

fom ot Standars

74 E 1.2A1

75 C 1.1H

76 H 1.2A

77 A 1.7B

78 G 1.3 B

79 C 12A1

80 X 1.3C2

81 C 1.1D

82 H 12A4

83 B 13 A

84 E 12A

85 B 12A

86 E 1.7B

87 B 11D

88 G 1.1F

89 D 13A

90 H 12A

91 A 1.1G

92 F 1.1E

93 C 1.1E

94 F 1.7A

95 C 1.7C

96 G 18A

97 B 1.8B4

98 H 1.8C2

99 B 1.8A
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Constructed Response Question

‘ How did Charles Darrow take someone else’s idea and improve the game of Monopoly?
Using your personal experiences, how would you take an idea and develop it like

Charles Darrow did?
As you write, be sure to:
B Provide examples of how Charles Darrow

improved the game.
B Use information from the story.

8 Include your own ideas.
B Write neatly and clearly.
® Use only the space provided.

Page 43

‘ AFTER YOU HAVE CHECKED YOUR WORK, CLOSE YOUR BOOKLET AND
ANSWER BOOKLET SO YOUR TEACHER WILL KNOW YOU ARE FINISHED.
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Constructed Response Examples

Chorles Daxrow. took Hae . ame of. HOho and made
2Mc. a,<].cl,|+\0h5 OLhJ &""cr‘hc\-{-lons Dowvovj uSeJ o piece

Lho‘evm +0 clcnj l:ns OWn l}oa.rl HCM a\ o.gove. e_ac.l-\
.@Dacc. ti:‘.(..,own c‘olor_t.g)axrow CLA.C[&J. another rou\roo.)cl,{-o;)m
[ ono o_moke The.game more appealing, e+ -
:ﬁerdP __*Hzt_ ro. F&rs‘CI ohwmrdbpfo.rl Gq;J-m ﬁU
_coxved amc. mces from wood. Another thin
'H'\a‘l’)\.&sl J teren l_m.\crom Lizzic was that lhe. j g7y
give up. Jus-L ecausel /‘Pa.,r)'.&r Bro‘“we.rs Jurned. ‘\IM Jou.m
Hb ho'hc& Hiat _too.m )I H:e Mohoroiy eNeh. H:\oc:jk__
+h cz\ﬂ:cn‘s SaLJ Ahat the Zrules. weve +d0. <omplicated. .

There Mono l)z__ gam«g&i;; _SucCcess.,

Lhave.also.- cheh and. improved on. idean. Thatidea
_was_oncuaﬁmy_o_wn__z e.a_s.‘_Nl\en_L.we.s,.mM Qh_ﬂr_ode_ L
sorote a. lit)e hook titled = Lidble . Lnﬂgv ard ™ At e
+ipne -Hmuah+ that that )nook, as.decent, bot ag [
ol er, M (cﬂmp.l*_o.l;‘}‘ut._}nab ij\,___Bﬁcw.CC l_LLe_“ -
,.J\e chmax._oLihe $4ory,lm‘ieu ing to_keep it _and mate
O (e.w _hay First, l__ lan 4o mﬁie it lon gr_bl/__.c_.
o.dding _ymor: t\Ltbi&_.QJul_b. reating o f ewgmmmchm
,ra\(-l-ers 'I_ mu; HZ_OJ.SO mamht Sstory._SeCm More. ycaJ
_L:@c__l_wJ_ Ln.lso._f.laan e some_ b aL _Suords and veplace
:khe.m_wih_ag_v.LLwnles.._ﬁnaLL/_,___ lont4o odd more

illust rations.

4 - This response extensively discusses methods by which Darrow improved the game and why. This
shows a thorough understanding of the text. The student then develops his/her own idea based on

Darrow’s example.
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. (‘hoc\aa DOccccw reckk an un\ctuc qame a0nd. mad ek bel'.t’er
‘ ..@% us\nq more. mateciols ng r‘r'\O\d.Q, e %&m 5T\)c~d‘e_r
whote duro\o\& cclockul, and emtirely more o&-\-mc%-we;
. Ol ceene. +hc\+ T \:)c,\\e\l@ negls some %om,hmc)_..uam\_s__._
c‘nec%ex\s The clozaic Dlack ond 20 eo\afima needs.
o biz.of dangiog, 65 wel o5 *'n., plosapleces . .
Line Docrow, 1. worl\d.thange.on. a\d. aome. 5\\8{’]‘\‘\&)
Aoomolse i a ok rr\ort.we;&cﬂ—xnc\) Sicst. T wedld
NAose the coloes. Plach.and red oce . busfmrr&: 4hat .
crrrochive, L wovid vary the olors vo a shoda .
ok ceflecks e orga, Fer examele o black and
40\3.Doowd. wrirn helmess and Footnolls o p.x.ecas
| 4‘-00 D\\—*rs\ou(‘c)‘ﬂ Foc_ e stolte of Maine ¥nao.
—aome.  covld_ndre o blue and peach \noos?d
-tepleoentring. sand and wake anNd e 01 CeS ..
~covla Ve Lodts . and_\oba¥xecs,
LEOC o yovhgec_condmen/s vecslon, e,

% coul have wWinnle +he Paach.and. T\ CGeqy.
. _Josrmon and S0 peCman, Oorme sy ond BabyBob,
ac_Poince ssee. QOQ,O.C_Q%oos.,

PR 0 V-2 o' I e Val - IW- o N moxﬂu) pos-s‘\o\ nwhes yo mohg.
~G_sumE\R \GaAMe._Line. cne cknerns more cololSul

_andexcuimiing Fo. peoQie of alloges

4 - This response provides several specific examples of how Darrow improved the game and then
clearly explains how he/she would improve the game of checkers. The student consistently compares
the changes to checkers to how Darrow improved Monopoly, demonstrating a thorough understanding of

the text and task.
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-.OhaCles DecCow) immproved vhe Qe Monopal
oading, Mere Hims 4ot orcl b LinQ Mo d@)c,c\ \
Px::\é'c,o\mp%ang. H_Ociddeé\ fo r\,o,wp?ct\\f ogc\ cane ..
Snact Lne 20 Hhore Lo 08 Gous of Whem) Mowd.
Docfow CORVE GO PIecd_Gem. oUrapn. O Lo,

e @ove eoch sermes of opaced ko N .ok,
ond.he bped e WUed o eneh. Property. onto

e Coxndboord oguores, . »

.o STen Nk feally ouee how, T Looud_toke  on.
\’\._DJ AN nprove ik like Cradtie s Torrcw. aid cu.t
T\cmpTc) Y Lo Mok . oedes, Be,wff Cd

0R)-NBR. .. “dexosl _ond. by o Peoplers>. T

ca&ra_obma o Lt theny Ve [QOTE ik,

Q20 T/ OUPPOR €5 Qive. QL. e/xamp!e L,cQ,u,m_m
Tuodd_toXe G aMple 1dem 1. A.Cookie. jorard.
...._G&.-\b_ug o, Like R \dOu e Q.o
GOO_ Lo Ao Lwoont. W KOS Y0 enk. (_GQ{CLQJS_W__.
0eE?. ML LRN, . T Baad. pub. QG2 G 59

aumga\t:cumd e ¥ ummo_nec

\ ~HOQ. \OC. Tdont kr TN AT aa nn.gzﬁbe

3 - This response provides several examples of how Darrow improved the game. The student does
come up with a new idea of an alarm on a cookie jar but does not develop it well enough to earn a higher
score and demonstrate an adequate comprehension of the text and task.
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‘ CoNsT (;aé&c\..neéév\ e . SpOoLReS. an . \\\p,oo::o‘n‘\
Cg\vﬁiﬂ% \°\_*\'\g petees Seora Lood . cadian. r RA\cads,
BANSTOANCE, T L e

e A~ T s - Ve B 1= gh‘h(.’ﬁ'o\l&. N %(YNQ, ogxmoﬁopo\ L
<. oLl eve. wde o pREe . Noak _a0eS _TnThe
middle of N boord Aed . el dumn j%. Theeice
cootd e e Color ond Xy ame. ofF each
spate.on N boatd. T «ould put. Aman dnelr.
o pecple. otddk vave ¥ Lse dice  Because .
\ek  OF. m.@.le. N\ose . M_d\caXM@uM¢i@_
Mo Oewd ﬁ\ca,a(ﬁ e e con X Q\@&_ﬂ!\\\\\ ou do
wor wiaibn N 8 pinfg - d\n\e, Jﬁou_m;)u&dc\&:_.. NG
Masde e\ o weold Tneve \bo_added .
e Colst.... 20 e booCd cas Pfe "?n-\e\e.ae{\ &

. e LeUAAAN el Netuank  of Needr. - _

3 - This response names several specific ways Darrow improved the game. The student then explains
in detail how s/he would further improve the game with a center-spinning piece, but lacks the thorough
development necessary for a 4.
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| ,L/a roued T O/ odawa o
ne w HOE y . Ccord: He al=po PUI
Qy\ €>( ‘f‘r ou aoc\ (S\\or\‘ Line) So

+ e Qu /& ag. o/,e cn.each Side
/0

boou” \2 ade_ _kwetrer
deé\ %ﬁs.g&:ox o e OQOJ‘A O\Yl‘fa,_*, Lo N .
PééuT >f < ( So Mue c on
l’\‘ SO p/m ?%r\ d Q. (“m er
ofZer . /V/ oﬂapo /y Started sc\ e\ N

wouvl ru’\” every Tﬂ\ﬂC\ %\/

.Oo\ R AKo BRARN lﬂb’é|\+léﬂ O\Y\AH :
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T’ w// wgri C)u /7L (AJOul,
J"&%@ up.olet of . \ mc_f-o\r\é ol oJY
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.‘ O\ m Oé i @. Q5 CFh _.O\C.\.\ES.........._.Dc\_{ir‘ows
Monopol y s S

2 - This response cites examples of how Darrow improved the game and discusses how he/she would

develop an idea as Darrow did. However, the student fails to go beyond literal connections to the text of
how his/her own idea would be developed.
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2 - This response shows adequate understanding of how Charles Darrow improved the game; however,
the student fails to respond to the second part of the question.

Choecles. Dartouwls ot Yhe mono

?0\;3 same idec.

Som oo old £gend . of s 'K, One
e Come ouvel. e ouse woida e
oand n‘\o\Ae....Copg Qof . ‘\\Ae, W\OOO(DO‘ So,mc.,.
X wo\)\aa py  OFF SQQg\t/one LTV 3t
Q- M oW g;w«\e,.ﬂ-\- F«sr
Qen\)\t &c\, v\m’cb\ W Y5 g)og?ﬂ wnd  Maen Sgﬁ
\(c.\t\f:) \\’ \fDQ—CE;JJ‘: \/xb QU S Sr&« \aE
okter ideacS do i

1 - This response shows an attempt to respond to the task. The majority of the answer relates textual
information but only vaguely addresses how Darrow improved the game (adding better ideas to it) and
how he/she would develop an idea (make my own copy).
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New  games.  fa . My . Game,. T  would
mvent. TAnother . Game. Fon . Bvenyone,

1 - This response shows an attempt to respond to the task. The student focuses only on his/her own
idea. There is no reference to the text.

I tha\ Flod ‘430 twe
CN.M_C.____C_O\\\ 8.0 -%QQ\\\__ XS O (\ﬁ.ﬁo _'E
e L\o VY -G NG\ so & W\..“S\A €, Ao (D .t;__-.

....m e VA A0 X\ Aame, Auzw,os,m.&g\,_l_.k“
—Xong 6--\ A - we  bne  Besis
Qe A 6o . Bur wonene A
T —‘:-.}o:,c— LAY i woes 't La VS-S
QQWMOT'C.,EU*' e Year _lakte oo
,stx(>\+\"€_ L wotkes  Arom.  f1Se ..l omel. .
rConE. .. o e . VS, e Tlho L\
- "‘“\t 30.«\& pecoMe ..the . BesT (o
% A9 .. *V\&(\ 47\'\&“ OO DA VST U\u‘%a?caﬂv .
- l .. *_._.ﬁ\/ S Yayr-. \o,.\{ \‘\J-&\me O MG
) r\o\% vCo +\~m~1 A\ A R L
“‘(’V\Cw)fﬁ.o\ T Q) 000 Frlheno wese 30\1\ —
Y56, . Mearne W+ <lovsr .

OT - This response does address Monopoly but there is no attempt to address the task or text and the
essay consists entirely of irrelevant information.
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Grade 8

Informational Passage

| Thdmas Alva Edison:
The Man That Invented The 20th Century

by Marvin Friedman

Let’s try an experiment. Turn off all the lights in
the house. Turn off the TV, VCR, CD player, and
your stereo. Unplug the phone, refrigerator and
air conditioner. :

Now in the rare dark and quiet of your home,
think of how different your life would be without all
these modern inventions. All of them were made
possible by one man, Thomas Alva Edison. Some
call him the “man that invented the 20th century.”

Tom Edison, born in 1847 in Milan, Ohio, was a
very curious little boy. One day his mother found
him sitting on a goose egg, trying to imitate a
goose he had seen hatching an egg.

His many “why’s”, “what’s” and “where’s” often
tired out his parents. Tom’s mother tried to teach
Tom how to find answers for himself.

When he was 12, he worked as what was
called a “candy butcher” on a train that went from
Port Huron, Michigan, where he then lived, to
Detroit, Michigan. Tom the “butcher” walked the
aisles shouting “candy, apples, newspapers,
sandwiches, molasses, peanuts.” '

A six-hour stopover in Detroit gave Tom time to
read at the library. He started with the first book
on the bottom-shelf and worked his way along
until he had read every book on the shelf. Then
he started on the next shelf. No matter how much
he read, he always wanted to read more.

His job on the train didn’t keep him very busy
so he decided to print his own newspaper. He set
up a small press in the baggage car of the train

and sold his newspaper, the Weekly Herald, to
railroad men and passengers.

One night, the train started to leave without
him. Tom raced to catch it. He grabbed a railing
on the baggage car but couldn’t pull himself up. A
brakeman grabbed Tom and pulled him aboard by
his ears. His ears began to ring and then ache.
Later, he started to lose his hearing, and his
deafness grew worse as he got older.

He set up a laboratory in the baggage car and
accidentally dropped a bottle of acid that started
a small fire. That was the end of his job as candy
butcher and newspaper editor on that railroad.

But Tom wasn’t out of work for long. One day
he rescued a little boy about to be run over by a
train. The boy’s father, the station telegrapher,
was so grateful that he taught Tom how to

‘operate a telegraph. Tom soon became one of

the fastest telegraph operators in the country.

When he wasn't operating the telegraph, Tom
would read and do experiments. Sometimes
during slow periods Tom would doze.

Every hour all telegraphers had to send a
signal that they were awake at their posts. Edison
built a notched wheel attached to a clock that
sent his “I| am awake” signal every hour. Now he
could snooze or work on experiments as he -
chose. Another of his early inventions was a
crude electric rattrap made of two metal plates

connected to a battery.

Grateful acknowledgment is made for permission to use: Thomas Alva Edison: The Man That Invented the 20th Century
by Marvin Friedman. Copyright © 1989 by Marvin Friedman. From Boys’ Life, March 1989. Reprinted by permission of the
author and by Boys’ Life, published by the Boy Scouts of America.
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Edison lost several jobs for not paying attention
or for spilling acid on employers’ carpets. He
would make his way to another town and apply
for a new job.

When he arrived in New York to look for work,
his trousers were too short; his coat was old and
greasy; his hat looked as if he had boiled soup in
it. Bulging from his pockets were pliers,
screwdrivers, balls of wire, batteries, and scraps
of metal. '

One day he was visiting a company that was in
the business of reporting gold and stock prices.
The reports went out over telegraph wires.

As Tom chatted with a friend, the company’s
telegraph broke down. No one knew how to fix it.
Tom rolled up his sleeves, spotted the troubie and
soon had the machine running again.

Stock prices were printed on long strips of
paper by a machine called a stock ticker. Tom told
the company he could make the stock ticker work
faster and print more clearly. “Go to it,” they said.

Edison thought the company should pay him at
least $3,000 for the improved machine. That was
a huge amount of money in those days. When
Tom was offered $40,000, he almost fainted.

Now Tom felt like a rich man. He opened a
laboratory in Newark, New Jersey. New ideas
poured out of his mind. He hired several
assistants and kept them all busy.

He married his 16-year-old secretary, Mary
Stilwell, in 1871, and they had three children.
Sometimes he would be away from home for two
or three days, working and sleeping in his
laboratory. Then he would go home, greet his
family, and, still dressed in dirty clothes, throw
himself on the bed. '

In 1876, Edison built a new laboratory in Menlo
Park, N.J., and moved his family into a house
nearby. .

Ideas continued to bubble up. He might be
eating or talking when he would suddenly have a
thought. Out of his pockets came a pencil and
thick yellow pad. Down would go his thought.

Later, that thought might be used in an
important invention. At his death, Edison had
filed more than 3,400 such pads.

One of Edison’s more amazing inventions was
a device that would record and play back voices.
On December 6, 1877, his associates gathered
around while he wound a sheet of tin foil onto his
machine. He spoke at the apparatus, “Mary had a
little lamb, her fleece was white as snow. . .”
When he turned the handle of the machine, out
came the faint but unmistakable voice of Edison:
“Mary had a little lamb. . .” His men could hardly
believe what they heard.

Edison became known as “the Wizard of Menlo
Park.” The invention of the recording machine
made possible the turntable and tape deck of
today. _

In the fall of 1878 he set to work on an even
more important invention, the electric light. Over
the next 14 months, he conducted more than
8,000 experiments to find the right material fora
filament, which would glow when charged with
electricity. He tried bark, old carpets, grass,
horses’ hgoves, cowhides and cornstalks. All
useless. -

Then he cut a strip from an old bamboo fan
and finally had what he wanted. On October 16,
1879, the world’s first electric light bulb burned. It
burned for many hours. Edison and his men
rushed to make more bulbs and string them on
poles outside his house in Menlo Park. Crowds
gathered to wonder at the sight of darkness
turned into day.

More work in Edison’s lab made possible the
invention of the radio tube, from which radio and
television were developed.

In 1884, when Edison was 37, his wife Mary
died. Two years later he married Mina Miller, just
19. He bought a huge Victorian home in West
Orange, N.J., which would be his home for the
rest of his life. He installed a four-car garage with
a turntable so the cars didn't have to back out.

Edison had three more children with his second
wife. Although he didn’t spend much time at
home, he was eager to have his children learn

oo 2
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about the natural world. If he saw a wild
thunderstorm or a bright rainbow, he might rush
to show his children; even if it meant waking them
from a nap or a night's sleep.

He buiit a new “invention factory” in West
Orange that dwarfed the one in Menlo Park. His
empire grew. He employed 5,000 men and ran 30
companies. Now he was truly very wealthy. Even
50, not every idea worked out.

Edison loved electricity and believed the future
of transportation lay with the electric automobile.
He began working on an electric car and a large
storage battery that would last for 100 miles.

But the nation wanted cars with gasoline
power, so his electric car never took off. He also
falled when he tried to invent a helicopter.

.~ In his 60’s he was still strong enough to do the

work of two men his age. His mind was sharp as
a razor. By now he was the most famous of all
Americans of his day. The Age of Electricity had
arrived, and Tom Edison had made it-possible.

In 1929, on the 50th.anniversary of.the electric
light, Edison came to Dearborn, Michigan, for a
celebration. An exact copy of his Menlo Park
laboratory had been built in Dearbon.

In the laboratory, he walked slowly to a chair
and sat down. Millions listened on the radio as
Edison re-enacted the drama that had taken
place half a century earlier.

_He connected wires and a lamp glowed, got
brighter and then burst into light. At that moment
in cities across America, people who had dimmed

their lights in'tribute to his genius turned them on

full strength.

Not long after that, Edison’s health began to
fail. He visited the factory less often. The
afternoon car rides became shorter. He died in
October 1931.

At the news of his:death, some members of
Congress proposed that all electricity in America
be turned off for a minute in tribute. But that was
unthinkable. If the power were cut nationwide, our
modern society would grind to a halt.

When Edison was born, Abraham Lincoln was
an unknown Congressman from lllinois. When

Edison died, people drove cars.and went to
theaters to watch movies. Edison’s life spanned
the making of modern America, and much of it
was his doing. He made his dream of a world run
by electricity come true.

100. The article’s main theme is that Edison
E- Dbelieved hard work was more
important than good ideas.
F was the most famous man in America
during his lifetime.
G = was a genius who went from poverty
to great wealth.
H may have done more to change
American life than any other person.
101. Thomas Alva Edison: The Man That
Invented The 20th Century is an example
of
A apersuasive text.
B a newspaper article.
C abiographical text.
D adocument.
102. Which event led to Edison “feeling like a

rich man"?
E He improved the stock ticker.
He fixed the telegraph.

F
G He invented the light bulb.
H He saved all of his money.
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103.

104.

105.

Young Tom had difficulty holding jobs
primarily because

A he couldn't stay interested in them.
B his clothes were dirty and he dressed
sloppily..

C his mind strayed and he
experimented while working.

D aninjury had damaged his ability to
hear.

Edison opened his first laboratory in New
Jersey with

E money he got for improving a stock
ticker.

F profits he received from inventing the
light bulb.

G money he received from selling his
newspaper.

H his salary-from his job as a
telegrapher.

Why did Edison frequently go to bed in

dirty clothes?
A He carried important tools-in his.
pockets.
B He was too exhausted to change
clothes.

o

He felt he didn’t need to dress well.

D He couldnt afford to dress like a rich
man.

106.

107.

Why did the author tell us about Edison’s
3,400 yellow pads?

E They represented his-amazing
capacity.to come up with new ideas.

F They demonstrated his compulsive
need to record all of his thoughts.

G They are the only record we have of
many of his early ideas.

H They provided the documentation for
many of his experiments.

Why was Edison called “the Wizard of
Menlo Park"?

A The electric light seemed a
mysterious invention.

B His inventions were almost always
successful.

C He made the darkness glow like
daylight.

D His inventions continuously amazed
people.

108. The phrase “sharp as.a razor” is an

example of

E metaphor.

F simile.

G alliteration.
H hyperbole.
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109.

110.

111.

112.

Which of these would Edison not have
done if he had not discovered that
bamboo worked well as a.filament in the
electric light bulb?

A given up trying to find another
filament

B kept trying until he succeeded
C searched for another suitable material

D continued his experiments with the
bulb

‘How did 